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INTRODUCTION  ••  «.  . 

The  author  of  the  first  volume  of  this  work  has  significantly  referred  to  the 
steadily  increasing  value  of  local  history,  however  faulty  it  may  be,  as  written 
from  the  standpoint  of  a  contemporary.  Still  greater  significance  attaches  to  col¬ 
lective  biography  prepared  from  first-hand  sources  as  to  dates  and  events,  and 
from  contemporary  judgments  as  to  the  relative  standing  of  the  subjects  under 
consideration.  Though  such  collections  are  lacking  in  the  perspective  which  time 
alone  can  give,  the  student  of  the  era  which  they  cover  will  find  they  have  other 
values  more  desirable  than  perspective.  He  will  find  them,  in  the  main,  reliable 
as  to  dates  and  other  statements  of  fact,  the  data  having  been  obtained  from 
first-hand  sources.  He  will  also  find  them  extremely  valuable,  in  that  they  embody 
the  judgments  of  contemporaries,  an  essential  which  the  historian  of  a  later  time 
cannot  obtain  from  any  other  source, — “the  speech  of  people,”  a  phrase  full  of 
significance  to  jurymen  called  upon  to  weigh  the  degree  of  credibility  attached  to 
evidence.  The  collective  biography  of  a  period  may  tend  toward  over-apprecia¬ 
tion  ;  but  that  is  a  fault  easily  forgiven  and  readily  discounted  by  the  student  of 
local  history.  Many  of  those  whose  lives  are  sketched  in  such  collections  belong 
to  the  recent  dead ;  and,  as  to  the  rest,  in  a  few  decades  at  the  longest,  even  the 
youngest  of  those  mentioned  in  the  collections  will  have  passed  on  into  the  Beyond. 
Who  would  be  so  captious  as  to  deny  the  wisdom  of  the  ancients  embodied  in  the 
maxim,  “Speak  no  ill  of  the  dead !”  The  biographer  who  would  deliber¬ 
ately  undertake  the  ghoulish  task  of  writing  men  down — of  retailing  the  harsh 
judgments  of  enemies  and  the  unforgiving  or  intemperate  charges  of  partisan 
critics,  would  not  deserve  and  would  not  receive  consideration  from  any  reader. 

The  unvarying  rule  of  the  editors  of  this  volume  has  been  to  make  sure  of  the 
essential  data — the  dates  and  principal  events  and  occurrences  in  each  person’s 
career.  In  order  to  obtain  this  data,  each  one  of  the  several  hundred  who  were 
listed  for  biographical  sketches  was  asked  to  supply  the  skeletons  of  facts  upon 
which  to  build  a  sketch.  This  obtained,  the  editors  were  able,  through  personal 
knowledge  and  investigation,  and  from  all  available  sources  of  information,  to 
present  a  series  of  biographical  studies  which,  however  faulty  they  may  be  in  the 
judgment  of  one  and  another  reader,  are  collectively  sure  to  be  increasingly  valu¬ 
able  as  the  years  pass  and  as  opportunities  for  first-hand  information  become 
more  and  more  rare. 

Anticipating  the  criticism  that  certain  of  the  leading  men  of  the  city  and  county 
are  conspicuously  absent  in  these  biographical  pages,  the  editors  of  this  volume 
have  only  to  say  that  while  a  few  men  of  local  or  general  prominence  may  have 
been  unintentionally  overlooked  by  the  editors,  or  by  mistake  may  have  been  omit¬ 
ted  by  the  publishers,  the  fact  remains  that  nearly  all  the  men  of  prominence  in 
the  community  and  county  were  invited  to  supply  the  data  of  fact  essential  to  the 
accuracy  of  the  proposed  sketches.  Not  a  few  of  these  kindly  consented  to  supply 
the  requisite  data,  but  failed,  or  neglected,  to  comply  with  the  request,  though  dili¬ 
gent  efifort  was  made  to  obtain  the  desired  information.  There  were  also  a  few 
men  of  prominence  who  refused  to  supply  the  data  requested,  or  to  direct  the 
sketch-writers  to  any  reliable  source  of  information  relative  to  themselves.  In 
such  cases,  the  only  safety  was  in  complying  with  the  evident  desire  of  the 
parties. 

Another  criticism  may  possibly  be  passed  upon  the  inclusion  of  some  who 
have  not  yet  “made  good.”  To  this  the  editors  have  only  to  say  that  Des  Moines 
and  Polk  county  are  yet  “in  the  making.”  As  many  who  have  earned  prominence 
in  the  city  and  county  were  the  unknowns  of  a  single  decade  ago,  so  there  are  men 
of  promise  in  our  midst  today,  who  are  sure  to  be  prominent  a  decade  hence. 
Who  is  wise  enough  to  measure  the  relative  prominence  which  these  will  obtain  ! 

Discounting  all  which  may  be  said  in  detraction,  the  editors  of  this  volume  are 
confident  that  with  every  passing  year  their  work  will  become  more  highly  prized 
not  only  by  future  historians  and  students  of  state  and  local  history,  but  also  by 
present  and  future  citizens  of  Des  Moines  and  Polk  county. 


JEFFERSON  S.  POLK 


BIOGRAPHICAL 


JEFFERSON  SCOTT  POLK. 

Jefferson  Scott  Polk,  whose  record  was  a  credit  and  honor  to  the  city  which 
honored  him,  came  to  the  forefront  as  a  prominent  figure  in  Iowa’s  history 
in  many  ways.  A  distinguished  lawyer  of  the  pioneer  period,  he  was  later  one 
of  the  founders  and  promoters  of  the  railway  system  of  Des  Moines  and  took 
the  initiative  in  the  development  of  the  interurban  railway  system  of  the  city. 
He  was  connected  with  the  building  of  steam  railways  as  well  as  electric  lines 
and  was  the  guiding  spirit  in  many  business  projects,  enterprises  and  public 
movements  which  have  been  and  still  are  salient  features  in  the  development 
and  growth  of  the  capital  city.  Yet  it  was  not  his  masterful  genius  in  business 
that  won  for  Jefferson  Scott  Polk  the  place  which  he  occupied  in  public  regard. 
Great  as  was  his  business  ability,  his  character  o’ertopped  it  and  made  him  a 
man  among  men  whose  life  constitutes  an  example  of  all  that  is  noblest  and  best 
in  manhood  and  citizenship.  Never  did  he  neglect  an  obligation,  falter  in  the 
discharge  of  a  responsibility  or  forget  a  friend,  and  the  poorest  as  well  as  the 
richest,  the  humblest  as  well  as  the  highest,  could  and  did  win  his  friendship 
which  was  of  enduring  quality. 

Mr.  Polk  was  born  February  18,  1831,  in  Scott  county,  Kentucky.  He  was 
descended  from  Scotch-Irish  ancestry,  the  line  being  traced  back  directly  to 
Baron  Sir  Robert  Pollock,  of  Ireland,  son  of  Sir  Robert  de  Pollock,  of  Scotland. 
The  second  son  of  Baron  Sir  Robert  Pollock,  of  Ireland,  was  Captain  Baron 
Robert  Bruce  Pollock,  who  was  an  officer  in  Colonel  Porter’s  regiment  under 
Cromwell.  The  spelling  of  the  surname  was  changed  to  its  present  form  when 
in  1672  he  came  to  America.  He  was  accompanied  by  his  wife,  Mrs.  Magdalen 
Pollock,  a  daughter  of  Colonel  Tasker,  proprietor  of  Broomfield  Castle  and 
Moneen  Hall,  estates  on  River  Foyle,  near  Londonderry.  Colonel  Tasker  was 
a  chancellor  of  Ireland  and  had  two  daughters,  Barbara  and  Magdalen.  The 
former  married  Captain  Keys  and  they  went  with  the  army  to  Indiana,  where 
he  accumulated  a  large  fortune.  Later  they  returned  to  Ireland,  and  their 
descendants  still  own  Broomfield  and  a  part  of  Moneen.  The  younger  daughter, 
Magdalen,  became  the  wife  of  Colonel  Porter,  who  died  soon  afterward,  and 
later  she  married  Colonel  Porter’s  friend,  an  officer  in  his  regiment,  Captain 
Robert  Bruce  Polk,  with  whom,  as  stated,  she  came  to  Maryland  in  1672. 
Th^re  she  died  in  1727,  leaving  Moneen,  bequeathed  to  her  by  her  father,  to 
her  youngest  son,  Joseph  Polk,  whose  daughter,  Ann  Polk,  was  married  in  1754 
in  Sussex  county,  Delaware,  to  Daniel  Morris,  Jr.,  and  became  the  mother  of 
Rhoda  Ann  Polk,  the  wife  of  Ephraim  Polk,  III,  so  that  in  two  distinct  lines 
the  ancestry  is  traced  back  to  Captain  Baron  Robert  Bruce  and  Magdalen  (Tas¬ 
ker-Porter)  Polk.  Their  son,  Ephraim  Polk,  of  Somerset  county,  Maryland, 
and  his  wife,  Elizabeth  Williams,  were  the  great-great-grandparents  of  Jeffer¬ 
son  Scott  Polk.  His  great-grandparents  were  Ephraim  Polk,  II,  and  Mary 
Caverdale,  of  Sussex  county,  Delaware.  His  grandparents  were  Ephraim  Polk, 
III,  and  Rhoda  Ann  Morris,  also  of  Sussex  county.  His  parents  were  Jehose- 
phat  and  Sallie  (Moore)  Polk.  The  family  were  strong  adherents  of  the 
Scotch  Covenanters  and  strict  Presbyterians. 
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Ephraim  Polk,  III,  removed  with  his  family  from  Sussex  county,  Delaware, 
to  Scott  county,  Kentucky,  in  November,  1783,  after  marrying  Rhoda  Morris, 
who  was  a  relative  of  Robert  Morris,  the  Philadelphia  financier  and  patriot, 
who  saved  Washington’s  army  from  starvation  at  Valley  Forge  during  the 
hard  winter  of  1777,  and  by  his  business  genius  financed  the  Revolution.  In 
the  ranks  of  that  barefooted,  suffering  host  at  Valley  Forge  was  Ephraim  Polk 
who  in  the  preceding  September  had  taken  a  number  of  horses  from  Delaware 
to  the  army  and  after  their  delivery  joined  Colonel  William  Wills’  Philadelphia 
regiment,  later  the  Third  Continentals  of  Pennsylvania.  He  served  until  the 
surrender  of  Cornwallis  at  Yorktown. 

Because  of  Indian  warfare  and  the  continued  persecutions  of  the  savages 
Kentucky  was  still  known  as  the  Dark  and  Bloody  Ground  when  Ephraim  Polk 
settled  in  Scott  county.  In  1814,  while  preparing  to  join  Jackson  at  New  Or¬ 
leans,  he  died.  He  had  a  family  of  eleven  children,  nine  of  whom  reached 
adult  age,  married  and  reared  families. 

The  fourth  child  was  Jehosephat  Polk,  who  was  born  in  1800  and  became 
one  of  the  most  prominent  and  successful  farmers  of  his  state.  He  was  a  man 
of  wonderful  industry  and  business  activity  and  was  extensively  engaged  in 
raising  hemp,  on  which  he  won  premiums  at  the  World's  Fair  in  New  York. 
Losing  his  fortune  by  paying  security  debts  for  kinsmen,  he  afterward  became 
manager  of  R.  A.  Alexander’s  great  Woodburn  stock  farms,  in  which  service 
he  died.  He  was  for  many  years  an  elder  in  the  Presbyterian  church.  He  mar¬ 
ried  Sallie  Moore  and  Jefferson  S.  Polk  was  the  fourth  of  their  family  of  six 
children.  The  eldest  son,  Marcellus  M.  Polk,  was  a  leading  attorney  at  the 
Kentucky  bar,  while  another  son,  James  E.  Polk,  was  for  years  a  prominent 
wholesale  merchant  of  Cincinnati. 

Jefferson  S.  Polk  acquired  a  good  public-school  education,  after  which  he 
entered  Georgetown  (Ky.)  College,  from  which  he  was  graduated.  He  began 
reading  law  in  the  office  and  under  the  direction  of  R.  L.  Cable,  of  that  city, 
who  was  afterward  head  of  the  Rock  Island  Railroad  Company  of  Chicago,  and 
subsequently  matriculated  in  the  law  school  of  Transylvania  University  at  Lex¬ 
ington,  where  he  completed  the  full  course  by  graduation.  Admitted  to  the  bar 
in  March,  1854,  he  began  practice  in  Georgetown  in  partnership  with  his  brother, 
Marcellus. 

On  the  25th  of  January,  1854,  Jefferson  S.  Polk  was  married  at  Georgetown 
to  Miss  Julia  Ann  Herndon,  a  daughter  of  John  Herndon,  a  wealthy  planter  of 
Scott  county,  Kentucky.  The  Herndons  had  emigrated  from  Virginia  during 
the  early  settlement  of  Kentucky,  establishing  a  home  in  Scott  county,  where 
they  took  a  prominent  part  in  civil  and  military  affairs,  especially  in  contests 
with  the  Indians  during  Wayne’s  campaign  and  in  the  war  of  1812.  Interested 
in  the  great  west,  noting  its  opportunities  and  believing  in  its  future,  Jefferson 
S.  Polk  determined  to  remove  to  a  point  beyond  the  Mississippi  and  at  length 
decided  upon  Des  Moines,'  Iowa,  then  a  small  village  of  about  one  thousand 
inhabitants,  as  a  place  of  location.  His  capital  consisted  of  his  diploma,  a  com¬ 
prehensive  knowledge  of  law  and  ambition  and  determination.  Opening  an 
office,  he  continued  in  the  practice  of  law  alone  for  a  year  and  also  engaged  in 
dealing  in  real  estate,  making  investments  from  time  to  time  in  property  that 
constituted  the  foundation  of  the  wealth  which  he  enjoyed  in  later  years.  He 
had  to  wait  for  his  first  client  for  three  months  and  then  received  a  fee  of  but 
seventy-five  cents.  After  practicing  for  a  year  in  Des  Moines  he  became  asso¬ 
ciated  with  the  firm  of  Casady  &  Crocker  as  junior  partner,  and  for  years 
the  firm  occupied  a  foremost  place  among  the  lawyers  of  central  Iowa.  They 
engaged  in  nearly  all  of  the  important  litigation  of  the  time.  When  General 
Crocker  went  to  the  front  in  1861  the  firm  name  was  changed  to  Casady  &  Polk, 
and  when  twelve  or  fifteen  years  later  P.  M.  Casady  withdrew  from  the  prac¬ 
tice  of  law  Mr.  Polk  was  joined  in  a  partnership  relation  by  F.  M.  Hubbell. 
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At  the  time  of  his  death  one  of  the  local  papers  relative  to  his  professional 
career  said : 

“As  a  young  attorney  Mr.  Polk  soon  made  his  mark.  He  was  quiet,  gentle¬ 
manly  and  studious,  and  at  the  same  time  watchful  of  his  clients’  interests  and 
ready  for  legal  fights  of  any  kind.  He  was  of  tall,  straight  figure — a  giant  in 
stature — of  abundant  health  and  of  tireless  vigor,  physically  as  well  as  mentally 
adapted  to  the  work  of  hewing  and  shaping  great  business  enterprises.  He  had 
a  strong  will  and  tenacity  of  purpose  and  was  accustomed  to  follow  boldly  the 
course  his  own  judgment  pointed  out.  He  became  one  of  the  greatest  lawyers 
of  the  state  and  had  no  superior  among  the  members  of  the  Iowa  bar  of  that 
day.  His  great  force  as  a  pleader  in  court,  the  clarity  and  strength  of  his  illus¬ 
trations,  were  demonstrated  in  a  dramatic  way  only  a  few  months  ago,  when 
he  appeared  in  court  himself  in  defense  of  his  company.” 

The  partnership  between  Mr.  Polk  and  Mr.  Hubbell  was  maintained  for 
about  twenty-five  years  and  in  the  meantime  Mr.  Polk  and  Mr.  Hubbell  ex¬ 
tended  their  efforts  beyond  the  field  of  law  practice  to  other  business  activities. 
They  became  owners  of  the  water-works  plant  and  gradually  outside  interests 
more  and  more  withdrew  Mr.  Polk  from  his  profession.  The  history  of  his 
undertakings  in  business  lints  is  practically  the  history  of  the  industrial  develop¬ 
ment  of  Des  Moines.  In  1867  he  was  associated  with  Mr.  Hubbell  and  other 
companies  in  organizing  the  Equitable  Life  Insurance  Company,  which  for  forty 
years  has  held  the  confidence  and  faith  of  the  public  and  is  one  of  the  strongest 
financial  institutions  of  the  state.  It  was  the  pioneer  in  the  field  of  life  insur¬ 
ance  in  Iowa  and  as  secretary  of  the  company  for  fourteen  years  Mr.  Polk 
largely  directed  its  affairs.  Three  years  after  the  organization  of  the  insurance 
company  Mr.  Polk  with  F.  M.  Hubbell  and  B.  F.  Allen  incorporated  the  Des 
Moines  Water  Works  Company  with  a  capital  of  three  hundred  thousand  dollars 
and  secured  a  city  franchise  in  1871.  The  plant  was  at  once  constructed,  mains 
were  laid  to  all  parts  of  the  town  and  the  residences  of  Des  Moines  were  sup¬ 
plied  with  water  by  the  Holly  system,  and  the  city  became  the  possessor  of  a 
water  suppply  of  unsurpassed  purity.  Mr.  Polk  was  prominent  in  the  manage¬ 
ment  of  the  company’s  affairs  until  1889,  when  he  withdrew. 

His  name  is  perhaps  most  widely  known  in  connection  with  the  development 
of  electric  and  steam  railway  properties.  He  was  the  promoter  of  the  street 
railway  system  of  Des  Moines,  which  had  its  beginning  in  1866.  He  practically 
financed  the  undertaking  although  there  were  associated  with  him  F.  M.  Hub¬ 
bell,  W.  B.  White  and  M.  P.  Turner,  the  last  named  superintending  the  con¬ 
struction  and  the  securing  of  the  franchise.  Under  that  franchise  the  present 
consolidated  system  of  the  city  has  operated.  An  ordinance  was  later  passed 
permitting  the  company  to  equip  its  line  with  electric  power.  The  first  tract 
was  narrow  gauge  and  extended  on  Court  street,  then  the  principal  business 
thoroughfare,  from  the  courthouse  to  the  foot  of  Capitol  Hill.  Two  years  later 
Messrs.  Polk  and  Hubbell  sold  their  interests  to  Dr.  Turner  but  twenty  years 
later  Mr.  Polk  again  became  prominently  connected  with  the  railway  interests 
of  Des  Moines.  In  1888  he  secured  a  charter  for  the  Rapid  Transit  Company 
to  operate  their  cars  by  steam,  cable  or  the  Patton  system  on  all  streets,  but 
the  work  undertaken  in  this  connection  was  unsuccessful.  In  the  meantime  Mr. 
Polk  built  a  line  on  Walnut  street  from  the  Chicago  &  Great  Western  crossing 
to  the  fair  grounds,  a  steam  locomotive  furnishing  the  operative  power  for  years. 
A  more  gigantic  task,  however,  awaited  Mr.  Polk  and  was  successfuly  accom¬ 
plished  by  him.  This  was  the  consolidation  of  all  the  car  lines  of  the  city 
under  one  management  in  1889.  From  the  time  he  embarked  in  the  project 
until  his  death  he  devoted  his  splendid  business  talents  to  extending  and  im¬ 
proving  the  railway  system  to  meet  the  constantly  increasing  demands  of  traffic. 
As  the  city  grew  the  street  railway  kept  pace  with  it.  He  substituted  electricity 
for  horse  motive  power  and  gave  to  Des  Moines  the  second  electric  railway  in 


8 


CITY  OF  DES  MOINES  AND  POLK  COUNTY 


the  United  States  and  the  fastest  railway  service  in  the  country,  hesitating  at 
no  expense  and  carefully  investigating  every  device  invented  for  its  improve¬ 
ment.  At  the  time  of  the  consolidation  of  the  railway  interests  in  this  city 
there  were  ten  lines,  all  having  the  right  to  charge  a  five-cent  fare.  He  com¬ 
bined  these  under  one  system,  instituted  a  plan  of  transferring  whereby  one 
might  ride  for  twelve  miles  for  a  five-cent  fare,  introduced  the  vestibule  cars 
that  the  motormen  might  be  protected  from  the  weather  and  at  length  secured 
a  contract  from  the  United  States  government  for  carrying  the  mails  on  the  Des 
Moines  street  railway  lines.  Since  1895  all  the  cars  have  been  equipped  with 
letter  boxes  into  which  mail  can  be  placed  at  any  street  crossing  and  no  matter 
what  its  speed  a  car  must  be  stopped  to  receive  it.  Within  twenty-five  or  forty 
minutes  from  the  time  a  letter  is  posted  it  has  been  carried  into  the  central 
waiting  room  and  thence  to  the  postoffice.  No  other  city  in  the  country  has 
similar  service. 

Mr.  Polk’s  was  a  mind  that  dealt  boldly  with  each  problem  and  when  the 
era  of  electric  lines  dawned  he  did  not  falter  to  secure  the  means  with  which 
to  extend  lines  radiating  from  the  city  in  every  direction.  He  was  instrumental 
in  building  the  electric  line  from  Des  Moines  to  Colfax,  twenty-three  miles  in 
length,  and  soon  other  lines  were  projected  and  built  to  Granger,  Boone  and 
Ames  and  later  between  Des  Moines  and  Fort  Dodge,  a  distance  of  eighty  miles. 
The  construction  of  interurbans  made  necessary  immense  financial  resources, 
but  Mr.  Polk  met  the  contingency  that  arose  as  he  had  years  before  met  and 
overcome  similar  obstacles  in  enlarging  and  amplifying  the  street  railways  of 
the  city.  At  the  time  of  his  death  he  had  plans  under  way  for  the  construction 
of  interurban  lines  to  Indianola,  Winterset  and  Newton.  “The  street  railway 
of  Des  Moines/’  said  one  of  the  local  papers,  “is  the  monument  he  left  to  com¬ 
memorate  the  work  he  performed  in  the  upbuilding  of  the  city  in  which  he  made 
his  home  for  fifty-two  years.  It  will  abide  and  endure  as  one  of  the  giant 
enterprises  of  a  man  whom  the  citizens  love  and  honor  and  to  whom  they  owe 
very  much  for  the  splendid  advancement  of  the  city  in  the  march  of  modern 
progress.” 

At  different  times,  especially  in  the  twenty  years’  interval  in  which  Mr. 
Polk  was  not  engaged  in  the  building  of  urban  and  interurban  railways,  he 
gave  his  attention  to  the  construction  of  steam  railroads.  He  was  the  builder 
of  the  Des  Moines  &  Minnesota  Railway,  which  became  a  part  of  the  Chicago 
&  Northwestern  system.  He  began  that  project  in  1874  and  in  1881-2  he  built 
a  narrow  gauge  line  to  Waukee  and  with  others  extended  it  to  Panora  and 
Fonda  with  a  branch  from  Clive  to  Boone.  In  later  years  this  became  a  part  of 
the  Milwaukee  system.  During  the  same  period  the  syndicate  built  the  Des 
Moines  &  St.  Louis  road  from  Des  Moines  to  Albia  and  also  organized  and  built 
the  Des  Moines  Union  Railway,  a  connecting  transfer  line,  between  all  the 
trunk  lines  in  this  city  with  side-tracks  to  a  large  number  of  factories.  It  was 
Mr.  Polk  who  secured  most  of  the  right  of  way  and  subsidies  for  the  Keokuk 
&  Des  Moines  Railway,  now  the  Des  Moines  Valley  division  of  the  Rock  Island 
system.  He  was  connected  with  the  building  of  railways,  steam,  urban  or 
interurban,  up  to  the  time  of  his  last  illness.  He  was  always  a  busy  man  and 
although  his  wealth  would  have  long  before  his  death  permitted  him  to  retire 
he  remained  a  factor  in  the  management  of  the  extensive  and  important  interests 
in  which  he  was  connected. 

Aside  from  any  business  connections  Mr.  Polk  was  keenly  interested  in  the 
welfare  and  progress  of  his  adopted  city  and  it  is  said:  “The  creed  of  a  ‘greater 
Des  Moines’  has  had  no  greater  apostle  than  J.  S.  Polk.  His  optimism  in 
regard  to  the  city’s  future  was  one  of  the  marked  characteristics  in  all  his 
business  enterprises.  He  acquired  and  held  Des  Moines  real  estate  as  one  of 
the  largest  investors.  He  looked  forward  to  the  time  in  the  not  far  distant 
future  when  the  city  would  have  a  population  of  a  half  million.  He  lived  to 
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see  it  increase  from  fifteen  thousand  to  nearly  eighty  thousand.”  At  all  times 
his  cooperation  could  be  counted  upon  to  favor  any  movement  for  the  general 
good.  At  the  time  of  the  Civil  war  in  1861  he  gave  substantial  evidence  of  his 
patriotic  loyalty  to  the  Union.  Although  he  was  reared  a  democrat  and  re¬ 
mained  an  ardent  advocate  of  the  party  throughout  his  life,  he  not  only  made 
speeches  in  behalf  of  Abraham  Lincoln  but  contributed  liberally  of  his  means 
to  support  the  boys  in  blue.  On  the  28th  of  May,  1861,  he  received  the  com¬ 
mission  as  first  lieutenant  of  the  Union  Home  Guards.  He  was  one  of  the 
strong  advocates  of  temperance  and  the  best  interests  of  morality.  His  con¬ 
tributions  to  the  building  fund  of  almost  every  church  in  Des  Moines  were 
liberal  and  he  gave  as  generously  to  many  philanthropic  and  beneficent  enter¬ 
prises. 

The  death  of  Mr.  Polk  occurred  on  the  3d  of  November,  1907.  He  was 
survived  by  his  widow  and  two  sons,  John  Scott  and  Harry  H.  Polk,  aiid  two 
daughters,  Mildred,  the  wife  of  George  B.  Hippee;  and  Sarah  J.,  who  became  the 
wife  of  Albert  G.  Maish.  The  elder  son  married  Miss  Maud  Haskit  and  the 
younger  married  Miss  Alice  Kauffman  and  is  represented  elsewhere  in  this 
work.  They  had  also  lost  three  children,  Mollie,  Lutie  and  Daniel,  who  were 
respectively  the  first,  third  and  fifth  members  of  the  family.  Their  home, 
Herndon  Hall,  so  named  in  honor  of  Mrs.  Polk’s  family,  was  one  of  the  most 
beautiful  residences  on  Grand  avenue,  and  while  there  were  found  all  the  indi¬ 
cations  of  wealth  and  culture,  one  of  its  most  attractive  features  was  its  warm¬ 
hearted  and  generous  hospitality. 

At  his  death  Mr.  Polk’s  sons  and  sons-in-law,  who  had  already  become  prom¬ 
inently  associated  with  him  in  the  conduct  of  his  important  business  interests, 
continued  the  work  which  he  had  instituted.  In  all  of  his  relations  to  his  work¬ 
men  and  those  who  served  him — about  five  hundred  in  number — he  was  most 
considerate  and  kind,  was  ever  thoughtful  of  their  welfare  and  interests,  called 
many  of  them  by  their  first  names,  and  he  had  in  unusual  measure  the  loyalty, 
respect  and  regard  of  those  who  served  him.  Feeling  that  the  hour  of  his  death 
was  approaching  he  asked  that  some  of  his  old  and  trusted  employes  should  act 
as  pall-bearers  at  the  funeral  services. 

In  one  of  the  Des  Moines  papers  appeared  the  following  editorial :  “Jeffer¬ 
son  S.  Polk,  capitalist,  financier,  lawyer,  philanthropist,  philosopher,  good  citi¬ 
zen  and  friend,  is  no  more.  He  was  a  man  of  gentle  mould.  While  sagacious 
and  practical  in  business  he  never  lost  sight  of  the  finer  and  nobler  side  of  life. 
He  was  domestic  in  his  tastes  to  a  high  degree.  Home,  wife,  children,  friends 
were  always  first  in  his  thoughts.  He  loved  his  books  and  his  magazines,  and 
the  cozy  hours  with  them  in  secluded  nooks.  He  was  a  great  lover  of  nature 
and  in  his  quiet  walks  in  groves  and  fields  he  found  sweet  companionship  with 
God’s  emblems  of  life  and  death  and  resurrection.  In  him  all  the  nobler  and 
loftier  and  purer  attributes  of  humanity  are  so  rarely  blended  that  all  the 
world  could  point  to  him  and  say,  ‘There  is  a  man.’  f)eath  came  to  him  too 
soon.  At  the  age  of  seventy-seven  he  was  removed  from  life’s  activities. 
Meeting  with  an  accident  nearly  a  year  ago,  he  received  injuries  which  proved 
stubborn  and  incurable  and  finally  pressed  him  into  the  tomb.  He  had  planned 
great  enterprises.  His  fine  brain  had  conceived  mammoth  industries  and 
dreamed  of  lofty  achievements.  He  was  *to  make  Des  Moines  a  great  inter- 
urban  center,  with  steel  arteries  reaching  out  in  every  direction  over  prairie  and 
woods  and  into  villages  and  hamlets  throughout  the  fertile  state  of  Iowa.  No 
man  has  ever  lived  in  our  midst  who  has  been  a  greater  public  benefactor  than 
Jefferson  S.  Polk.  And  all  the  time  he  has  been  the  same  kind  and  gentle  citizen 
and  friend.  He  insisted  on  perfect  courtesy  on  the  part  of  his  employes  toward 
his  patrons  and  many  men  have  been  dismissed  by  him  for  lack  of  civility  to 
women  and  children.  Such  a  man  as  Jefferson  S.  Polk  cannot  die  without 
leaving  a  vacancy  in  society.  Grief  for  his  departure  is  not  confined  to  the  circle 
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of  his  home.  It  reaches  out  into  the  community  and  heads  are  bowed  and 
hearts  are  wounded  in  thousands  of  other  homes  in  our  midst.  The  business 
world  will  miss  him.  He  was  always  a  valuable  adviser  and  his  judgment  on 
the  practical  affairs  of  life  was  sought  and  cherished.  His  ideas  of  life  were 
lofty  and  clean  and  he  placed  the  standard  of  manhood  high  and  distinguishable. 
And  he  fitted  his  daily  life  to  his  ideals.  The  name  he  leaves  behind  is  the 
best  monument  that  can  be  reared  to  his  memory.  No  marble  shaft,  however 
stately,  can  so  grandly  honor  him  as  the  record  he  has  left  on  the  tablets  of 
human  remembrance.  He  has  passed  away  with  the  dying  year,  crowned  with 
honored  hairs  of  silver,  a  life  of  busy  and  fertile  hours,  love  of  family,  respect 
of  friends  and  a  name  unsullied  by  scandal  or  the  taint  of  mean  and  polluting 
deeds.” 

In  his  beautiful  oration  Dr.  J.  A.  Wirt  said :  “Mr.  Polk  stands  out  pre¬ 
eminently  as  Des  Moines’  benefactor.  He  had  faith  in  the  city  and  believed  in 
her  future.  His  liberal  hands,  though  often  covered,  caused  the  charitable 
institutions  of  the  city  to  pulsate  with  new  life.  He  was  a  friend  alike  to  the 
rich  and  poor.  I  would  not  attempt  to  fathom  the  depth  of  his  mental  capacity. 
In  him  were  combined  the  profound  thinker,  the  strong  writer,  the  close  reasoner. 
He  was  stamped  with  a  pronounced  individuality,  rugged,  simple,  honest.  He 
was  quick  to  recognize  a  sham  and  as  quick  to  condemn  it.  He  acknowledged 
real  worth  and  showed  his  appreciation  of  it,  which  is  manifest  in  the  long 
service  of  many  of  his  employes. 

“He  was  characterized  by  that  southern  chivalry  that  always  respected  an 
honest  and  open  adversary.  He  was  a  student  in  the  truest  sense,  not  only 
of  books,  for  he  found  sermons  in  brooks  and  stones  and  trees.  He  was  aesthetic 
in  his  taste,  a  lover  of  the  beautiful,  and  the  art  gallery  had  for  him  great 
attractions.  The  Bible  was  one  of  his  principal  text-books.  He  enjo}'ed  the 
study  of  the  Word  which  bore  particularly  upon  childhood  and  had  compiled 
from  the  Scriptures  a  Bible  for  children.  He  loved  children  and  appreciated 
that  book  which  contained  the  truth  that  would  bless  childhood.  He  was  firm 
but  kind.  Those  who  knew  him  best  loved  him  most. 

“The  purpose  of  life  is  to  afford  opportunities  for  physical,  mental  and 
spiritual  development.  These  opportunities  slip  away  from  the  sluggard.  They 
tauntingly  play  before  the  dreamer  but  they  surrender  to  the  individual  with 
high  purpose,  undaunted  courage  and  indefatigable  determination.  He  who  will 
take  the  time,  make  the  application  and  industriously  set  himself  to  solve  the 
problems,  gets  out  of  life  its  sweetest  honey.  Mr.  Polk  as  a  boy  fought  a 
good  fight  when  amidst  difficulties  and  reverses  he  continued  at  school  where 
he  laid  the  foundation  for  his  future  usefulness.  His  record  is  an  inspiration 
to  every  young  man  who  will  honestly  endeavor  to  solve  the  problem  of  life. 

“He  believed  that  God  set  the  solitary  in  families.  He  honored  and  held 
sacred  the  family  relations.  It  was  here  that  Mr.  Polk  was  at  his  best  as  all 
good  men  are.  The  dearest  place  to  him  on  earth  was  the  place  he  called  home, 
and  it  was  in  Herndon  Hall  that  he  was  his  true  self.  His  conception  of  a 
home  as  described  in  the  Shadows  and  Memories  of  Herndon  Hall  is  exquisitely 
poetic.  ‘The  architect  may  build  a  house  and  shelter  you  from  the  storms 
without,  but  the  home  is  made  by  its  occupants  of  human  love  and  human  sym¬ 
pathy.  Take  from  the  house  these  necessary  ingredients  and  it  ceases  to  be 
a  home.’  His  attachment  to  his  children  is  expressed  in  these  words :  ‘While 
Herndon  Hall  stands  overlooking  Des  Moines,  the  beautiful  city  of  our  adop¬ 
tion,  it  is  deserted  by  all  save  an  aged  father  and  mother  who  look  and  long 
and  weep  for  the  return  of  their  children  without  the  consolation  vouchsafed 
by  the  Lord  to  Rachel.  .  .  .  Home  must  sooner  or  later  become  to  the  aged 

an  oratorio  of  the  memory,  singing  to  all  our  after  life  melodies  and  harmonies 
of  old  remembered  joys.’  ”  The  influence  of  such  a  life  as  that  of  Jefferson 
Scott  Polk  can  never  die.  His  work  was  of  stupendous  magnitude  in  its  rela- 
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tion  to  material  progress.  His  record  was  an  inspiring  example  of  justice,  charity 
and  consideration  for  those  in  his  employ ;  of  humanitarianism  as  expressed  in 
generous  assistance  where  need  was  manifest;  in  citizenship  where  his  patriotism 
and  devotion  to  the  city  of  his  adoption  knew  no  bounds ;  and  most  of  all  in 
his  home.  It  were  well  if  all  who  knew  and  honored  him  while  he  was  yet  an 
active  factor  in  life  would  hold  to  the  high  ideals  concerning  home  which  he 
expressed  to  his  family :  “Love,  by  dear  ones,  begets  love.  As  you  love  your 
children  so  they  will  love  you.  Get,  I  beseech  you,  in  close  touch  with  your 
little  ones.  Get  your  arms  around  them,  press  their  dear  little  hearts  up  to 
yours,  and  keep  them  there.  Do  not  let  business  or  other  pleasures  cause  you 
to  neglect  this  duty.  Your  children’s  love  for  you  is  worth  more  to  you  than 
gold  or  diamonds,  and  your  love  to  and  for  them  is  the  greatest  legacy  you  can 
leave  them.  These  memories,  these  shadows,  these  dreams  of  loved  father, 
mother  and  home  will  do  more  to  make  of  your  children  good  men  and  women, 
good  citizens  and  good  Christians  than  all  other  influences  combined.” 


ERIC  HELSTROM. 

The  manufacturing  interests  of  Des  Moines  are  represented  by  some  of  the 
most  capable  and  substantial  citizens,  among  whom  may  be  named  Eric  Hel- 
strom.  The  position  of  responsibility  he  occupies  at  the  head  of  a  growing 
concern  did  not  come  by  chance.  It  is  the  result  of  a  worthy  desire,  which  early 
gained  permanent  lodgement  in  his  mind,  that  he  should  aim  to  secure  financial 
independence.  By  indefatigable  industry,  untiring  patience  and  the  exercise  of 
sound  judgment,  he  has  built  up  a  business  which  yields  a  handsome  yearly 
income,  and  is  a  credit  to  himself  and  the  city  of  his  adoption.  He  was  born 
at  Ostana  Ofvanaker,  Sweden,  January  14,  1866,  being  the  son  of  Person  and 
Christina  Helstrom,  the  latter  of  whom  is  now  deceased,  having  died  in  1890. 
The  father  is  still  living  in  Sweden,  being  a  wagon-maker  and  farmer. 

Eric  Helstrom  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  his  native  land,  and 
after  arriving  at  early  manhood,  learned  the  cabinet-maker’s  trade,  showing 
such  proficiency  that  he  was  granted  a  full  diploma.  This  would  indicate  that 
he  gave  close  attention  to  his  work  and  showed  special  ability  in  its  execution, 
Sweden  being  the  home  of  some  of  the  best  cabinet-makers  in  the  world.  After 
completing  his  trade  and  being  a  young  man  of  ambition  and  courage,  he  bade 
farewell  to  his  parents  and  friends  and  went  aboard  a  ship  bound  for  America. 
About  1888,  he  reached  Marshalltown,  Iowa,  where  he  worked  for  a  time  in  a 
furniture  factory,  and  became  acquainted  with  the  customs  and  manners  of  the 
people  in  that  new  country  in  which  he  had  decided  to  make  his  permanent  home. 

His  first  venture  on  his  own  account  was  as  a  manufacturer  of  furniture  at 
Madrid,  Iowa.  This  business  he  disposed  of,  subsequently  taking  charge  of  a 
factory  at  Marshalltown.  In  1898,  he  again  embarked  in  business  on  his  own 
account,  selecting  Marshalltown  as  his  field  of  operation.  This  venture  having 
failed  on  account  of  lack  of  capital  or  experience,  he  entered  for  a  time  the 
employ  of  Carr,  Adams  &  Company.  Finally,  not  in  the  least  discouraged  by 
previous  experiences,  but  fully  determined  to  win  in  the  great  battle  of  life, 
he  began  in  Des  Moines  in  1907,  and  became  established  in  the  manufacture 
of  furniture  at  his  present  location,  No.  216-218  East  Court  avenue.  Here  he 
has  developed  an  excellent  business,  the  work  of  his  factory  being  highly  prized 
by  all  who  are  familiar  with  its  qualities.  Beginning  on  a  modest  scale,  he  de¬ 
voted  to  the  enterprise  his  best  thought  and  energy',  and  the  result  is  seen  in 
the  ample  revenue  he  now  receives. 

In  September,  1890,  Mr.  Helstrom  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Bertha 
Olsen,  and  to  this  union  five  children  have  been  born  :  Clifford,  who  was  born 
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in  1892;  Alma,  in  1896;  Harold,  in  1902;  Wilma,  in  1906;  and  Helen,  in  1908. 
Clifford  is  in  the  employ  of  the  United  States  Express  Company,  and  is  making 
a  fair  start  in  a  successful  career. 

In  political  views  Mr.  Helstrom  is  a  republican,  and  a  stanch  upholder  of 
its  principles,  although  not  an  aspirant  for  public  office  as  he  prefers  to  devote 
his  energy  to  his  private  interests.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Lutheran  church, 
and  fraternally  is  connected  with  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America,  being  an 
earnest  believer  in  its  generous  teachings  of  brotherhood.  He  owns  a  com¬ 
fortable  residence  at  No.  1308  East  Seventh  street,  and  also  other  city  property, 
showing  that  he  has  prospered  financially,  an  evidence  of  well  directed  applica¬ 
tion  and  sound  business  capacity. 


FRANK  D.  JACKSON. 

A  large  portion  of  the  active  life  of  Frank  D.  Jackson  has  been  spent  in 
the  public  service,  during  which  time  he  has  held  the  highest  offices  of  the  state, 
having  at  one  time  been  the  choice  of  the  people  of  Iowa  for  the  gubernatorial 
chair,  which  he  most  ably  and  capably  filled.  He  is  a  native  of  New  York,  his 
birth  occurring  in  Arcadia,  Wyoming  county,  on  the  26th  of  January,  1854. 
This  was  also  the  birthplace  of  his  father,  Hiram  W.  Jackson,  who  was  born 
in  1818  and  passed  away  about  1890.  In  his  early  manhood  the  latter  taught 
school,  giving  such  excellent  service  that  he  was  later  made  superintendent  of 
education  in  Wyoming  county,  but  during  the  latter  part  of  his  life  he  held  a 
government  position  in  the  war  department  at  Washington.  When  the  call  came 
for  troops  in  1861  he  was  one  of  the  first  to  respond,  enlisting  in  the  Seventy- 
eighth  New  York  Infantry  and  going  to  the  front  in  April  as  lieutenant  of  Com¬ 
pany  G.  His  regiment  participated  in  some  of  the  most  severe  as  well  as  notable 
encounters  on  the  southern  battlefields  among  them  being  that. at  Antietam,  the 
second  Bull  Run,  which  resulted  in  such  heavy  losses  on  the  Union  side,  and  the 
campaign  in  the  Shenandoah  Valley.  For  his  wife  Mr.  Jackson  chose  Miss 
Marian  B.  Jenks,  whom  he  had  always  known,  her  birth  occurring  in  Arcadia, 
New  York,  in  1827.  They  became  the  parents  of  two  daughters,  Belle  and  Flo¬ 
rence,  both  of  whom  are  now  deceased,  and  one  son.  The  first  named  became 
the  wife  of  W.  H.  Patrick  and  the  mother  of  five  children ;  while  the  latter  mar¬ 
ried  Michael  McNett,  by  whom  she  had  three  children. 

Frank  D.  Jackson  pursued  his  early  education  in  the  public  schools  of  Arca¬ 
dia,  New  York,  and  Jessup,  Iowa,  and  later  attended  the  Agricultural  College 
(now  the  State  College)  at  Ames.  He  then  took  a  law  course  at  the  State  Uni¬ 
versity  at  Iowa  City,  receiving  his  degree  with  the  class  of  1874,  but  before  en¬ 
tering  upon  the  practice  of  his  profession,  however,  he  took  a  post-graduate 
course  of  one  year,  thus  obtaining  a  more  comprehensive  knowledge  of  the  prin¬ 
ciples  of  jurisprudence.  He  began  practice  at  Independence,  Iowa,  in  which 
city  he  established  an  office  in  1876.  After  maintaining  this  for  four  years  he 
removed  to  Butler  county,  where  he  resided  for  a  similar  period,  during  which 
time  he  acted  as  secretary  of  the  senate  during  the  nineteenth  and  twentieth 
general  assemblies.  In  1884  he  was  nominated  and  elected  on  the  republican 
ticket  to  the  office  of  secretary  of  the  state,  serving  in  that  capacity  for  six  years. 
It  was  at  this  time  he,  together  with  others,  organized  the  Royal  Union  Insurance 
Company,  of  which  he  was  made  president  at  the  expiration  of  his  term  of  office. 
Three  years  later  he  was  nominated  by  his  party  for  governor  and  being  the  suc¬ 
cessful  candidate  he  withdrew  from  private  life  to  assume  the  administration 
of  the  affairs  of  the  state.  He  only  served  for  one  term,  most  emphatically  de¬ 
clining  at  the  expiration  of  that  time  to  enter  public  life  again.  After  the  close 
of  his  period  of  service  to  the  state  Mr.  Jackson  again  became  identified  with 


FRANK  D.  JACKSON 


CITY  OF  DES  MOINES  AND  POLK  COUNTY 


15 


the  direction  of  the  Royal  Union  Insurance  Company,  in  the  affairs  of  which 
he  has  ever  since  concentrated  his  entire  time  and  energy. 

In  November,  1877,  was  celebrated  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Jackson  and  Miss 
Anna  F.  Brock,  who  was  born  in  Canada  in  1856.  She  is  a  daughter  of  Francis 
Brock,  a  farmer  who  died  in  her  early  childhood,  and  Jane  (Taylor)  Brock, 
who  is  still  living.  Four  sons  were  born  of  the  marriage  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jack- 
son  :  Graydon,  Ernest  and  Frank,  all  of  whom  are  married  and  are  engaged  in 
the  land  'and  banking  business  in  Dallas,  South  Dakota,  where  they  are  pro¬ 
moting  town  sites  along  the  Chicago  &  Northwestern  Railroad ;  and  Lewis,  who 
is  attending  the  State  University  at  Iowa  City,  where  he  is  pursuing  the  second 
year  in  his  law  course. 

The  family  attend  the  services  of  the  Presbyterian  church,  while  Mr.  Jackson 
affiliates  with  the  Masonic  order,  having  taken  the  thirty-two  degrees  of  the 
Scottish  Rite,  his  local  identification  being  with  the  Des  Moines  Consistory.  He 
also  belongs  to  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fel¬ 
lows  ,  and  by  means  of  his  membership  in  the  Grant  and  Country  Clubs  as  well 
as  the  Greater  Des  Moines  Committee  he  keeps  in  touch  with  the  social  and 
commercial  life  of  the  city.  Mr.  Jackson  traces  his  ancestry  back  to  colonial 
days  on  the  maternal  side,  being  made  eligible  to  the  sons  of  the  American 
Revolution  through  his  great-great-grandfather,  Timothy  Lewis,  having  partici¬ 
pated  in  the  struggle  for  independence,  and  he  is  also  affiliated  with  tlfe  Loyal 
Legion.  The  greatest  honor  ever  paid  to  his  immediate  family,  however,  Mr. 
Jackson  feels  to  have  been  the  appointment  of  his  father  as  officer  of  the  guard 
over  the  remains  of  the  Great  Emancipator  when  he  lay  in  state  in  the  capitol 
at  Harrisburg,  Pennsylvania. 

The  career  of  Mr.  Jackson  has  been  a  brilliant  and  successful  one,  as  not  to 
many  men  is  it  granted  to  assume  the  highest  position  in  the  state  at  the  age 
of  thirty-nine  years.  He  has  always  discharged  all  trusts,  both  private  and  pub¬ 
lic,  in  a  manner  highly  creditable  to  him  as  a  citizen  and  a  man,  and  is  highly 
regarded  and  respected  not  only  in  the  city  where  he  has  resided  so  long,  but 
throughout  the  state  which  he  so  loyally  served. 


JOHN  B.  LUCAS. 

John  B.  Lucas,  who  for  fourteen  years  has  been  active  in  public  lite  in 
Des  Moines,  in  which  connection  a  most  creditable  record  has  won  him  the  con¬ 
fidence  and  support  of  a  large  majority  of  his  fellow  citizens,  is  now  occupying 
the  position  of  city  treasurer,  to  which  he  was  appointed  in  1906,  his  incumbency 
to  continue  until  the  1st  of  April,  1912.  Previous  to  this  he  was  chief  clerk  of 
the  board  of  public  works  for  three  years  and  for  six  years  city  auditoi . 
was  born  in  the  village  of  Clay,  Shelby  county,  Kentucky,  August  7?  a  ^on 

of  John  M.  and  Kate  (Bean)  Lucas,  both  of  whom  are  now  deceased.  The 
father  devoted  much  of  his  life  to  merchandising.  1  he  ancestral  icconl  of  the 
Lucas  family  has  been  written  by  Eleanor  Lexington,  as  follows: 

“It  is  an  open  question  from  what  Lucas  is  derived.  \  arious  theories  have 
been  advanced.  The  name  appears  in  classic  records.  Lucas  is  the  Latin  name 
for  a  grove,  or  wood,  dedicated  to  a  god;  a  temple,  a  cloistei  in  a  wood.  Lucas 
is  easily  derived  from  Lucus,  also  Luke,  and  St.  Luke  s  Latin  name  was  Lucas. 
Then  there  is  the  Latin  name  lux-light — and  its  variation,  01  genitive,  lucis.  It 
is  possible,  by  the  exercise  of  a  little  imagination,  to  evolve  Lucas  from  lux, 
and  what  is  life  worth  without  a  little  imagination  to  lighten  daik  places.  The 
name  Lucasta  is  directly  from  lux  castachaste  light.  However,  we  shall  get  lost 
if  we  wander  too  far  afield  in  search  of  the  origin  of  Lucas.  One  last  word, 
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though,  about  this;  the  name  may  be  from  the  old  Tuscan  town  Lucca,  also 
spelled  Luca. 

'The  family  of  Lucas  began  early  to  make  history.  To  go  no  further  back 
than  the  thirteenth  century,  when  Lucas  of  Tuy  lived,  a  Spanish  chronicler. 
Lucas  of  Leyden,  two  centuries  later,  was  an  artist,  who  at  twelve  years  of  age 
painted  the  Legend  of  St.  Hubert,  for  which  he  received  as  many  florins  as  he 
numbered  years.  His  grandson  was  painter  of  Henry  IV  of  France.  We  are 
forgetting  Sir  Lucan,  sometimes  called  Sir  Lucas,  one  of  the  knights  of  King 
Arthur’s  round  table. 

“For  centuries  the  Lucas  family  has  been  one  of  prominence  in  Great  Britain, 
where  they  have  estates  at  Berwick-on-Tweed,  in  Norfolk,  Essex,  Durham,  Cam¬ 
bridge  and  Cornwall.  Mathias  Lucas  of  Kent  was  lord  mayor  of  London,  1827. 
The  family  of  Derbyshire  dates  back  to  Thomas  Lucas,  who  purchased  property 
there  about  1700.  Lowestoft,  Suffolk,  is  now  the  seat  of  one  branch  of  the  fam¬ 
ily.  The  writer,  Edward  V.  Lucas,  who  has  recently  published  The  Gentlest 
Art’  and  who  is  the  author  of  a  'Life  of  Charles  Lamb,’  lives  in  Kent.  Samuel 
Lucas  of  the  Surrey  branch  married  Margaret,  sister  of  John  Bright.  At  St. 
Gile’s  church,  Colchester,  may  be  seen  tombs  of  many  of  the  Lucas  family — 
nearly  all  distinguished  in  the  military,  literary  or  artistic  world.  Sir  Charles 
Lucas,  who  commanded  the  cavalry  at  the  siege  of  Colchester,  was  one  of  the 
king’s  best  soldiers,  very  brave  in  his  person  and  in  a  day  of  battle  a  gallant 
man  to  look  upon  and  follow.  Another  eulogy :  ‘Wherever  loyalty  and  obedience 
shall  have  the  reputation  of  virtues,  there  shall  the  names  of  Lucas  and  Lisle  be 
ever  honored.’  His  portrait  is  now  in  possession  of  Lord  Lyttleton.  Sir  Charles 
wrote  the  ‘Arts  of  War’  but  in  cipher,  and  therefore  it  was  never  published. 

“Henry  Lucas  was  the  founder  of  the  Luca.sian  professorship  at  Cambridge 
and  Newton  was  the  second  one  to  hold  the  professorship.  The  barony  of  Lucas 
was  created  in  1663.  Margaret,  daughter  of  Thomas  Lucas  of  Col¬ 
chester,  was  maid  of  honor  to  Queen  Henrietta  -Maria, -and  afterwards  Duchess 
of  Newcastle,  when  she  kept  a  bevy  of  maids  of  honor,  who  were  to  be  ready 
at  all  hours  to  write  down  her  Grace’s  dictation.  Walpole  speaks  of  her  love  of 
writing.  Her  life  of  her  husband  is  entitled  'Life  of  the  Thrice  Noble,  High 
and  Puissant  Prince  William  Cavendish,  Duke,  Marquis  and  Earl  of  Newcastle/ 

“Gules,  one  of  the  colors  of  the  Lucas  coat-of-arms,  is  appropriate,  for  the 
family  enrolls  many  a  hero.  The  first  recipient  of  the  Victoria  Cross  was  Rear 
Admiral  Charles  Lucas,  who  served  in  the  Baltic.  Colonel  Thomas  Lucas  has 
the  queen’s  medal,  with  a  clasp,  the  king’s  medal,  with  two  clasps,  and  the 
Khedive’s  star  and  two  clasps.  Major  Frederick  George  Lucas  was  decorated 
for  bravery. 

“Frederick  Lucas  was  one  of  Napoleon’s  soldiers.  After  the  battle  of  Wat¬ 
erloo  he  settled  in  Maryland  and  his  son,  a  western  pioneer,  was  a  soldier  in  the 
Mexican  war.  Victory  has  often  perched  upon  the  banners  of  the  house  of  Lucas 
in  the  new  as  well  as  in  the  old  world. 

“  ‘Heitman’s  Officers  of  the  American  Revolution’  gives  the  names  of  the 
following  members  of  the  Lucas  family:  Captain  Thomas  of  New  York;  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Thomas  of  Pennsylvania,  killed  at  Germantown;  Lieutenant  James  of 
Delaware;  Captain  Barton  of  Maryland;  Ensign  Nathaniel  and  Captain  James 
of  Virginia ;  and  Captain  John  of  Georgia.  The  family  were  doubtless  represented 
in  the  Indian  wars,  for  they  came  over  to  New  Jersey  about  1682. 

“One  family  came  from  Normandy  and  another  from  La  Rochelle.  The 
family  has  also  been  represented  in  New  York  since  early  days.  They  spelled 
the  name  Lucas  and  lived  at,  or  near  Albany,  and  intermarried  with  the  /’an 
Vechtens.  John  Baptiste  Lucas,  member  of  the  Pennsylvania  legislature,  was 
born  in  France,  1762.  Robert  Lucas,  statesman,  born  1781,  in  Virginia,  was  a 
descendant  of  William  Penn.  His  father  was  a  captain  in  the  revolution  and 
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lie  was  in  the  war  of  1812,  governor  of  Ohio  and  the  first  territorial  governor 

of  Iowa. 

“In  New  England  the  family  has  lived  since  the  beginning  of  history  there. 
Samuel  Lucas  was  a  member  of  the  Plymouth  colony,  1697,  and  a  Mr.  Lucas 
had  an  estate  of  four  hundred  pounds  in  New  Haven,  1643. 

“The  Pilgrim  father  of  the  Lucas  family  of  South  Carolina  was  Jonathan, 
who  settled  at  Charleston,  1785.  He  was  the  son  of  John  Lucas  of  Cumberland 
county,  England,  and  his  wife  Ann  Noble.  The  Nobles  went  to  England  with 
the  Conqueror  and  were  extensive  mill  owners.  Soon  after  coming  here  Jona¬ 
than  Lucas  invented  rice  mills  as  they  exist  today.  His  son  Jonathan  improved 
his  devices  and  a  patent,  issued  to  him  July  13,  1808,  now  in  possession  of  a 
grandson,  is  signed  by  Jefferson  and  Madison  as  secretary  of  state.  Jona¬ 
than,  Jr.,  at  invitation  of  Great  Britain,  established  mills  in  England  and  in 
Egypt.  Having  a  monopoly  of  the  rice  business,  he  amassed  a  large  fortune 
for  these  days.  His  sons  returned  to  this  country  but  his  daughters  remained 
in  England. 

“Among  marriage  connections  of  the  Lucas  family  in  the  south  may  be 
named  the  Uptons,  Moores  and  Fauntleroys.  The  will  of  Captain  Francis 
Slaughter,  1656,  mentions  his  wife  Elizabeth  and  his  mother-in-law,  Margaret 
Upton,  who  was  a  Lucas.  They  were  of  Virginia.  Another  marriage  connec¬ 
tion  was  with  the  family  of  David  Lewis  of  Albemarle  county,  Virginia,  and 
later  of  North  Carolina. 

“The  coat-of-arms  reproduced  is  blazoned  in  ‘Burke’s  Peerage’  Argent,  a 
fesse,  between  six  annulets,  gules.  Crest:  out  of  ducal  coronet,  or,  demi-griffin 
wings  expanded,  gules.  Motto :  Veritas  Vincit — truth  conquers.  Regarding  the 
symbolism  of  this  coat  armor  the  fesse  is  a  military  belt  or  girdle  of  honor, 
annulets  or  rings  symbolize  fidelity ;  the  Romans  wore  rings  as  a  sign  of  knight¬ 
hood,  and  one  is  always  used  at  coronation  ceremonies ;  the  griffin,  popular  both 
in  heraldry  and  romance,  is  an  emblem  of  vigilance.  The  griffin  of  story  and 
fable  lived  in  Bactria  and  guarded  the  gold.  It  was  in  defense  of  this  that  he 

Through  the  wilderness 
Pursued  the  Arimaspian. 

“As  to  the  colors:  argent  (silver)  denotes  sincerity  and  peace;  gules  (red) 
military  fortitude,  courage,  bravery  and  magnanimity,  or  (gold),  generosity  and 
elevation  of  mind.” 

John  B.  Lucas  was  a  pupil  in  the  public  schools  of  Shelby ville,  Kentucky, 
to  the  age  of  eighteen  years,  after  which  he  engaged  in  merchandising  with  his 
father  until  the  time  of  the  latter’s  death  in  1886.  Thinking  that  he  might  benefit 
by  a  change  of  residence,  which  would  perhaps  bring  him  better  opportunities 
in  a  business  way,  he  came  to  Iowa  on  the  5th  of  January,  1891,  and  first  settled 
in  Des  Moines.  Here  he  engaged  with  the  dry-goods  house  of  Reed  &  Traversy, 
with  whom  he  remained  continuously  until  1897,  when  he  was  appointed  chief 
clerk  to  the  board  of  public  works  and  filled  that  position  through  the  three 
succeeding  years.  In  1900  he  was  elected  city  auditor  and  held  the  office  for 
six  years,  after  which  he  was  elected  in  1906  to  the  position  of  city  treasurer, 
in  which  capacity  he  has  since  served,  his  term  of  office  to  continue  until  the 
1  st  of  April,  1912.  Indorsement  of  previous  public  service  came  in  his  selec¬ 
tion  for  the  present  position,  the  duties  of  which  he  discharges  with  business¬ 
like  dispatch  and  promptness.  The  affairs  of  the  office  are  most  systematically 
and  carefully  managed  and  the  official  record  of  Mr.  Lucas  is  one  that  reflects 
credit  and  honor  not  only  upon  himself,  but  upon  those  who  have  recognized 
his  fitness  for  the  positions  he  has  filled. 

On  the  24th  of  May,  1887,  at  Clayton,  Indiana,  Mr.  Lucas  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Rynerson,  a  daughter  of  John  C.  Rynerson  and  a  rep- 
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resentative  of  one  of  the  oldest  families  of  Clayton,  her  father  having  been  a 
resident  there  for  seventy-six  years.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lucas  have  two  children. 
Noble  and  Chester.  The  former,  a  resident  of  Chicago,  married  Gladys  Fisher 
and  they  have  one  child. 

In  his  political  views  Mr.  Lucas  is  a  stalwart  republican,  belonging  to  the 
progressive  wing  of  the  party.  He  has  always  been  much  interested  in  political 
questions  and  has  long  been  an  active,  earnest  and  effective  worker  for  the  party. 
He  keeps  well  informed  on  the  questions  and  issues  of  the  day  and  is  well  able 
to  support  his  position  by  intelligent  argument.  His  religious  faith  is  indi¬ 
cated  by  his  membership  in  the  Church  of  Christ  and  he  belongs  to  various 
fraternal  and  benevolent  organizations,  including  the  Elks  lodge,  the  Modern 
Woodmen  camp,  the  Woodmen  of  the  World,  the  Mutual  Benefit  Association, 
the  Homesteaders  and  the  Yeomen.  During  the  twenty  years  of  his  residence 
in  Des  Moines  Air.  Lucas  has  demonstrated  his  right  to  be  classed  with  the  rep¬ 
resentative  men  of  the  city,  for  in  public  service  he  has  proven  his  loyalty  to  all 
that  is  for  the  best  interests  of  the  municipality,  while  his  attractive  social  quali¬ 
ties  and  personal  worth  are  recognized  by  all  who  know  him. 


JOHN  M.  COGGESHALL. 

In  the  list  of  the  honored  dead  of  Des  Moines  stands  the  name  of  John  M. 
Coggeshall,  who  was  summoned  from  earthly  scenes  November  27,  1889.  He 
was  for  twenty-five  years  well  known  in  Des  Moines  business  circles  and  be¬ 
came  one  of  its  leading  citizens,  his  influence  at  all  times  being  exerted  in  behalf 
of  the  permanent  welfare  of  the  community.  He  was  born  in  North  Carolina, 
a  son  of  Tristram  and  Millicent  Coggeshall.  He  went  with  his  parents  to  In¬ 
diana  at  the  age  of  five  years,  there  being  quite  a  movement  at  that  time  from 
the  south  to  the  states  north  of  the  Ohio  river. 

Educated  in  the  common  schools  he  prepared  himself  for  the  active  duties 
of  life  by  learning  the  saddler's  trade  at  Milton,  Indiana,  but  he  never  followed 
his  trade,  as  his  inclination  and  talents  attracted  him  in  other  directions.  Shortly 
after  the  close  of  the  Civil  war  he  came  to  Des  Moines  with  Joseph  Schissler 
and  William  Jones,  the  three  associating  in  the  management  of  a  clothing  store 
on  Third  street.  Subsequently  Mr.  Coggeshall  and  Mr.  Schissler  engaged  as 
partners  in  the  same  line  of  business,  the  relationship  continuing  for  several 
years.  Mr.  Coggeshall,  however,  became  interested  in  the  manufacture  of  pot¬ 
tery  and  established  a  business  of  this  nature  in  Des  Moines,  which,  under  his 
capable  management,  became  highly  lucrative. 

As  the  years  passed  he  invested  extensively  in  real  estate  and  during  the  lat¬ 
ter  part  of  his  life  devoted  his  attention  largely  to  his  real-estate  interests.  He 
was  also  identified  with  various  business  concerns,  serving  as  vice  president 
of  the  State  Insurance  Company  and  adjuster  for  the  Iowa  Loan  and  Trust 
Company.  He  was  interested  with  F.  M.  Hubbell  in  securing  the  right  of  way 
of  the  Wabash  Railroad  in  this  city.  His  interest  in  Des  Moines  was  shown 
while  a  member  of  the  city  council,  in  which  he  served  for  a  number  of  years. 
He  was  chairman  of  the  streets,  alleys  and  bridges  committee  and  was  instru¬ 
mental  in  securing  many  improvements  that  have  assisted  in  giving  to  the  city 
its  present  attractive  appearance.  In  his  business  affairs  he  was  remarkably  suc¬ 
cessful,  displaying  a  sound  judgment  which  produced  highly  gratifying  returns. 
He  was  energetic,  reliable  and  progressive  and  his  public  spirit  contributed  very 
greatly  toward  the  upbuilding  of  the  city. 

In  1863  Mr.  Coggeshall  was  united  in  marriage  at  Indianapolis,  Indiana,  to 
Miss  Mary  Jane  Whitely,  a  member  of  one  of  the  well  known  families  of  In¬ 
diana.  Seven  children  were  born  of  this  union,  three  of  whom  are  now  living: 
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George  W.,  of  Dedham,  Massachusetts ;  Harry  H.,  now  engaged  in  the  real- 
estate  business  at  Des  Moines ;  and  Corinne,  now  Mrs.  Lingenfelder,  of  Des 
Moines. 

The  family  is  prominent  in  the  city  and  has  engaged  extensively  in  building, 
being  also  largely  interested  in  real  estate.  Mrs.  Coggeshall  made  her  home 
in  this  city  for  nearly  half  a  century  and  has  many  friends  here.  Mr.  Cogge¬ 
shall  was  not  identified  with  any  religious  denomination,  but  was  an  attendant 
of  the  Congregational  church.  He  was  a  broad-minded  man  of  unsullied  char¬ 
acter  and  was  greatly  loved  by  those  with  whom  he  associated. 


FRANK  HERVEY  ALLEN,  M.  D. 

Enterprise,  progressiveness  and  well  balanced  judgment  have  been  salient 
factors  in  the  success  of  Dr.  Frank  Hervey  Allen,  in  the  field  which  he  entered 
two  years  ago  at  Des  Moines.  He  comes  of  an  unbroken  line  of  worthy  ances¬ 
try,  leading  back  to  the  Puritans,  the  list  containing  many  noted  names  repre¬ 
sentative  of  the  highest  type  of  American  citizenship.  The  progenitor  of  the 
family  in  this  country  was  George  Allen,  who  was  born  in  Braintree,  Essex 
county,  England,  and  emigrated  to  America  in  1635.  He  was  one  of  the  origi¬ 
nal  purchasers  of  the  site  of  the  town  of  Cambridge,  Massachusetts,  and  also 
of  the  township  of  Sandwich,  Massachusetts.  He  was  the  first  mayor  of  Sand¬ 
wich,  was  a  thorough  Puritan  and  a  prominent  member  of  the  Baptist  church, 
the  family  having  ever  since  been  identified  with  that  denomination. 

Dr.  Allen  was  born  at  Iowa  City,  Iowa,  March  4,  1874,  a  son  of  Major  Will¬ 
iam  Thomas  and  Harriet  Louise  (Trusdell)  Allen,  the  latter  of  whom  was  born 
at  Deckertown,  New  Jersey,  June  20,  1839,  and  departed  this  life  January  26, 
1877.  The  father  was  a  native  of  South  Strafford,  Vermont,  born  May  29, 
1834.  He  came  to  Iowa  in  the  ’50s,  and  on  September  11,  1861,  enlisted  in  the 
Fourth  Iowa  Cavalry,  of  which  he  was  made  commissary  sergeant.  He  was 
mustered  into  the  United  States  service  December  24,  1861,  and  appointed 
commissary  September  15,  1862,  resigning  September  22,  1864,  to  accept  ap¬ 
pointment  as  captain  and  commissary  of  subsistence.  He  was  mustered  out  of 
service  as  major  and  commissary  of  subsistence  May  11,  1866.  Major  Allen 
assisted  in  raising  a  company  of  volunteers  at  Iowa  City  and  Mount  Pleasant  at 
the  beginning  of  the  war,  and  was  in  General  Curtis’  command  at  Pea  Ridge, 
and  later  on  the  staffs  of  General  Washburn  and  General  Prentiss,  as  division 
and  post  commissary.  He  was  depot  commissary  at  Devall’s  Bluff  in  1864,  and 
chief  commissary  of  the  Department  of  Arkansas,  at  Little  Rock,  in  1865, 
being  recognized  as  one  of  the  most  capable  of  the  commissary  department.  Dr. 
Allen’s  grandfather,  Lyman  Allen,  also  served  in  the  Civil  war.  He  was  major 
of  the  Thirty-seventh  Iowa  Infantry,  known  as  the  Grey  Beard  Regiment,  all 
the  members  of  the  command  being  somewhat  advanced  in  years.  After  the 
close  of  the  war  he  came  to  Wilton,  Iowa,  where  he  died  February  28,  1888. 
As  a  young  man  he  came  west  from  Bethany,  New  York,  with  his  brothers-in- 
law  Jonas  and  Azro  Brown,  stopping  at  the  village  of  Chicago  in  1838,  where 
he  and  his  companions  worked  at  the  carpenter's  trade.  He  passed  through 
many  thrilling  experiences,  and  while  at  Chicago  narrowly  escaped  with  his  life 
from  a  stroke  of  lightning,  which  killed  a  man  who  was  sitting  at  his  side  by  the 
stove.  He  came  to  Iowa  in  1853,  and,  his  wife  having  died  of  cholera,  he  was 
again  married  December  31,  1856,  to  Mrs.  Hepsey  Baldwin,  of  Union  township. 
Johnson  county.  Asaph  Allen,  great-grandfather  of  our  subject,  served  in  the 
war  of  1812  and  died  in  the  Military  Hospital,  October  25,  1814.  Another  an¬ 
cestor,  Joseph  Allen,  was  first  cousin  of  Ethan  Allen  of  Ticonderoga  fame  and 
was  a  soldier  in  the  patriot  army  at  the  time  of  the  Revolutionary  war.  There 
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were  five  children  in  the  family  of  Major  William  Thomas  Allen,  namely: 
Charles  Lyman,  who  married  Suzanne  Pedicord  at  Shelby,  Iowa,  and  died  at 
Spokane,  Washington,  May  i,  1898;  Maud  May,  who  was  born  at  Oxford,  Iowa, 
September  15,  1861,  and  died  at  Shelby,  November  9,  1878;  Lred  Mark,  who 
was  born  at  Little  Rock,  Arkansas,  October  1,  1866,  and  married  Sarah  Wil¬ 
son,  of  the  city  of  Mexico;  William  Warren,  now  of  the  city  of  Mexico,  who 
was  born  September  12,  1870,  and  married  Josephine  Helen  Rivera;  and  Frank 
Hervey. 

The  subject  of  this  review  received  his  preliminary  education  in  the  country 
schools  of  Iowa  and  was  graduated  from  the  Shelby  high  school  in  1892.  Hav¬ 
ing  decided  upon  a  professional  career,  he  became  a  student  in  the  literary  de¬ 
partment  of  the  State  University,  where  he  continued  for  one  year,  then  enter¬ 
ing  the  medical  department,  from  which  he  was  graduated  with  the  degree  of 
M.  D.  in  1898.  In  1905  he  took  a  post-graduate  course  at  the  Chicago  Poly¬ 
clinic.  Immediately  after  leaving  college  Dr.  Allen  began  practice  at  Stam¬ 
ford,  Nebraska,  where  he  continued  for  one  year.  He  then  removed  to  Shelby, 
Iowa,  where  he  was  actively  engaged  in  practice  until  December,  1909,  when 
he  removed  to  Des  Moines  and  purchased  the  practice  of  Dr.  D.  C.  Bice  at 
University  place.  Although  quite  recently  located  in  this  city,  he  enjoys  an  ex¬ 
tensive  patronage  which  is  steadily  increasing.  His  office  is  thoroughly  equipped 
with  the  best  appliances,  among  which  are  a  static  and  X  Ray  machine,  an  elec¬ 
tric  vibrator  for  electric  massage,  a  galvanic  and  faradic  battery  and  also  a 
nebulizer  for  treating  throat  and  lung  diseases,  and  a  dry  hot  air  apparatus  for 
rheumatism,  enlarged  joints,  etc.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Iowa  State  Medi¬ 
cal  Society  and  the  Polk  County  Medical  Society  and  takes  an  active  part  in 
their  deliberations. 

On  the  3d  day  of  May,  1899,  Dr.  Allen  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Margaret  Willsey,  who  was  born  near  Sterling,  Illinois,  December  1,  1874. 
She  is  the  daughter  of  Ira  and  Orinda  P.  (Brown)  Willsey,  the  former  of 
whom  was  born  in  Schoharie  county,  New  York,  and  the  latter  at  Pittsfield, 
Massachusetts.  Three  children  have  come  to  bless  the  home  of  Dr.  and  Mrs. 
Allen:  Ruth  Margaret,  who  was  born  November  14,  1901;  Lrank  Willsey,  who 
was  born  May  6,  1903;  and  May  Eugenia,  who  was  born  June  6,  1906. 

Politically,  Dr.  Allen  is  a  progressive  republican.  He  has  not  sought  public 
office,  but  he  served  as  health  officer  of  the  township  and  as  county  physician 
for  the  poor  at  Shelby  for  several  years.  Religiously  he  is  in  sympathy  with  the 
Baptist  church,  and  fraternally,  he  is  identified  with  the  Masons,  the  Order  of 
the  Eastern  Star,  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America,  and  the  Royal  Neighbors. 
In  his  practice  Dr.  Allen  has  shown  marked  ability,  indicating  that  he  is  well 
adapted  both  by  training  and  natural  talent  for  the  successful  application  of 
the  healing  art.  His  specialty  is  obstetrics  and  diseases  of  children.  He  keeps 
thoroughly  informed  as  to  the  latest  advances  in  medicine  and  surgery  and  in¬ 
deed  it  is  doubtful  whether  any  of  the  younger  physicians  in  the  state  have  a 
more  favorable  outlook  at  the  present  time  than  Dr.  Lrank  Hervey  Allen. 


LREDERICK  M.  HUBBELL. 

The  history  of  any  community  resolves  itself  into  the  lives  of  the  men  whose 
activities  have  been  responsible  for  its  upbuilding,  and  a  history  of  Des  Moines 
would  be  incomplete  without  prominent  mention  of  Lrederick  M.  Hubbell,  whose 
name  is  inseparably  interwoven  with  the  development  of  the  city.  For  many 
years  he  has  been  one  of  its  most  progressive  business  men  and  has  been  iden¬ 
tified  with  some  of  its  most  important  commercial  and  financial  enterprises.  In 
all  his  associations  with  the  business  world  he  gives  the  same  quality  of  service 
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and  devotion  to  duty  that  characterized  the  conduct  of  his  private  affairs  and  his 
cooperation  and  judgment  are  sought  along  many  lines.  Through  the  steps 
of  an  orderly  progression  he  has  steadily  advanced  until  his  name  is  one  of 
the  most  honored  on  commercial  paper  in  Des  Moines,  while  his  record  excites 
the  admiration  and  respect  of  his  associates. 

Mr.  Hubbell  was  born  in  the  town  of  Huntington,  Fairfield  county,  Con¬ 
necticut,  January  17,  1839,  and  was  reared  on  the  home  farm,  his  father  being 
an  agriculturist  and  stone-mason.  During  his  boyhood  he  aided  in  the  work  of 
the  farm  and  attended  the  district  schools  until  thirteen  years  of  age,  when  lie 
took  a  three  years’  course  at  what  was  then  Birmingham  and  is  now  the  Derby 
high  school.  In  1855  his  father  decided  to  come  west  and  in  company  with  his 
son  traveled  by  railroad  to  Rock  Island,  by  steamer  to  Muscatine  and  by  stage 
coach  from  that  city  to  Fort  Des  Moines,  where  they  arrived  on  the  7th  of 
May  of  that  year.  The  place  at  that  time  was  a  small  town  but  Frederick  Hub- 
bell  managed  to  find  employment  the  day  after  his  arrival,  becoming  clerk  for 
P.  M.  Casady,  receiver  of  the  United  States  land  office,  his  salary  being  eight 
dollars  and  a  third  per  month.  At  that  time  the  rush  of  land  buyers  was  so  great 
that  the  daily  ^  receipts  often  amounted  to  twenty-five  thousand  dollars  in  gold. 

In  March,  1856,  Mr.  Hubbell  went  to  Sioux  City,  Iowa,  but  in  the  year  1861 
returned.  In  that  year  Judge  Casady  formed  a  partnership  with  J.  S.  Polk, 
opening  an  office  as  the  law  and  real-estate  firm  of  Casady  &  Polk,  and  Mr. 
Hubbell  entered  their  service  as  clerk.  He  became  a  member  of  the  firm  Jan¬ 
uary  1,  1862,  and  in  1865  Judge  Casady  retired.  The  firm  then  became  Polk  & 
Hubbell  and  so  continued  until  January  1,  1887.  They  were  identified  with  every 
public  enterprise  of  importance  in  the  city  and  did  much  for  its  development  by 
their  financial  backing  and  support.  One  of  their  most  important  undertakings 
was  in  connection  with  the  building  of  the  Iowa  &  Minneapolis  narrow  gauge 
railroad  to  Ames.  The  Iowa  &  Minnesota  Railroad  Company  was  organized 
in  1866  and  work  was  started  but  they  were  not  so  successful  in  this  under¬ 
taking  and  the  construction  of  the  road  was  discontinued  in  November,  1868. 
In  April  of  the  following  year,  however,  the  road  was  divided  and  sold,  the 
firm  of  Polk  &  Hubbell  buying  the  portion  from  Des  Moines  to  Ames,  and  they 
organized  a  new  company,  financed  the  project  and  ultimately  the  road  was  com¬ 
pleted.  On  the  1st  of  August,  1879,  it  was  acquired  by  the  Chicago  &  North¬ 
western  and  July  11,  1880,  the  first  passenger  train  of  that  company  entered  Des 
Moines.  In  1866  Mr.  Hubbell  with  several  others  built  the  first  street  railway 
in  Des  Moines,  it  running  from  the  courthouse  to  Capitol  Hill  and  being  one 
of  the  old  horse  car  lines.  The  Equitable  Life  Insurance  Company  was  organized 
in  January,  1867,  with  Mr.  Hubbell  as  its  first  secretary,  and  the  first  policy  was 
issued  to  him,  it  being  still  in  force.  He  served  one  year  as  secretary  of  that 
company,  was  elected  president  in  1888  and  was  at  the  head  of  the  organization 
until  1907,  when  he  declined  reelection.  During  those  years  the  company  met 
with  almost  phenomenal  success,  owing  to  his  wise  management,  good  judgment 
and  excellent  executive  ability.  He  is  chairman  of  the  board  of  trustees  and  so 
careful  has  he  been  in  the  management  of  affairs  that  the  company  has  never 
had  but  one  law  suit  in  court. 

In  1871  the  firm  of  Polk  &  Hubbell  organized  the  Des  Moines  Water  Works 
Company,  with  a  capital  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars,  and  construc¬ 
tion  was  begun  the  same  year,  the  works  being  erected  where  they  now  stand. 
Through  their  efforts  the  city  now  has  a  splendid  water  system,  with  an  abun¬ 
dant  supply  of  good,  pure  water  and  also  reliable  fire  service.  The  works  passed 
into  the  hands  of  Polk  &  Hubbell  soon  after  the  company  was  organized  and 
Mr.  Hubbell  served  as  secretary  until  the  works  were  sold  to  a  joint  stock 
company. 

On  the  dissolution  of  the  partnership  between  Mr.  Polk  and  Mr.  Hubbell  in 
1887  the  latter  turned  his  attention  to  real  estate  and  has  since  made  that  his 
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principal  business.  The  success  that  he  has  achieved  is  almost  beyond  belief. 
He  has  come  into  possession  of  a  large  portion  of  the  most  valuable  property 
of  the  city.  Upon  this  he  has  erected  many  fine  buildings  and  has  many  plans 
in  view  which  will  still  further  beautify  the  city.  There  is  probably  not  another 
man  in  Des  Moines  that  has  done  so  much  for  its  development  and  prosperity,, 
as  he  is  ever  ready  to  lend  his  support  to  any  enterprise  which  he  believes  cal¬ 
culated  to  prove  of  public  benefit.  He  usually  supports  the  democratic  party 
but  is  not  a  politician  and  in  local  affairs  votes  for  the  man  whom  he  deems  best 
qualified  for  office  regardless  of  party  lines.  He  is  a  man  of  firm  convictions 
and  is  a  worthy  representative  of  that  type  of  American  citizenship  which  has 
done  so  much  toward  the  development  of  the  middle  west. 


HON.  LAFAYETTE  YOUNG. 

Hon.  Lafayette  Young,  numbered  among  those  who  for  some  years  have 
been  molding  public  opinion  in  Iowa,  is  now  leaving  his  impress  upon  the  politi¬ 
cal  history  that  is  being  written  by  congress  in  Washington,  for,  named  as  the 
successor  to  Senator  Dolliver,  he  is  now  one  of  Iowa’s  two  representatives  in 
the  upper  house  and  enjoys  the  distinction  of  being  the  only  native  son  of  this 
state  to  be  so  honored. 

Born  in  Monroe  county,  Iowa,  on  the  ioth  of  May,  1848,  he  spent  his  early 
youth  in  his  father’s  home,  and  when  not  occupied  with  the  effort  of  acquiring 
an  education  in  the  public  schools  he  assisted  his  father,  who  owned  and  oper¬ 
ated  a  woolen  mill  run  by  horse  power.  He  was  one  of  a  family  of  seven  chil¬ 
dren  and  the  lack  of  financial  resources  in  the  home  made  it  incumbent  that  he 
spend  much  of  his  time  in  labor,  and  he  had  little  opportunity  for  the  enjoyment 
of  those  sports  which  engage  the  attention  of  most  boys.  When  he  was  thir¬ 
teen  years  of  age  his  father's  mill  burned  down.  Thus  devolved  upon  him 
the  necessity  of  providing  for  his  own  support  in  other  ways  ;  it  meant  that  the 
boy  should  assume  the  burdens  of  manhood  and  that  he  was  thus  deprived  of  the 
parental  assistance  and  guidance  which  came  to  him  with  his  father's  instruction 
in  the  work  of  the  mill. 

He  went  to  Albia,  where  he  secured  employment  in  a  newspaper  office,  and 
later  he  was  located  at  different  times  at  Centerville,  Keokuk  and  Eddyville. 
Gradually  he  mastered  all  of  the  duties  in  connection  with  the  mechanical  oper¬ 
ation  of  a  newspaper  and  learned  to  some  extent  the  secret  of  successful  jour¬ 
nalism  in  business  management  and  in  newspaper  writing.  He  has,  however, 
throughout  his  entire  life  been  a  student,  for  he  has  never  ceased  to  learn,  and 
each  year  finds  him  with  broader  experience  and  with  a  wider  understanding 
and,  therefore,  with  greater  force  and  personality  as  a  journalist  of  the  middle 
west.  Early  in  his  newspaper  career  he  was  connected  with  the  job  department 
of  the  St.  Louis  Dispatch,  which  was  ten  years  before  that  paper  was  sold  from 
the  courthouse  steps  at  auction  to  Joseph  Pulitzer  for  twenty-five  hundred  dol¬ 
lars.  Early  experience  in  the  newspaper  field  also  came  to  him  as  an  employe 
of  Mills  &  Company  of  Des  Moines. 

About  the  time  of  his  marriage  he  removed  to  Atlantic,  Iowa,  and  estab¬ 
lished  the  Atlantic  Telegraph  in  February,  1871,  continuing  its  publication  until 
March,  1890,  and  in  that  period  of  nineteen  years  built  up  one  of  the  most 
prosperous  journals  in  that  section  of  the  state.  Wishing  to  try  the  broader  field 
offered  in  Des  Moines,  he  returned  to  the  city  where  he  had  lived  twenty  years 
before  and  founded  the  Capital,  continuing  as  its  editor  and  manager  until  he 
was  temporarily  relieved  from  those  duties  by  his  son  and  namesake,  after  his 
appointment  as  the  successor  of  Senator  Dolliver  in  the  Lmited  States  senate. 
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Mr.  Young  was  reared  in  the  faith  of  the  democratic  party,  his  father  and 
brothers  all  being  stalwart  supporters  of  that  political  faith,  but  the  independent 
spirit  which  caused  Lafayette  Young  to  start  out  in  life  for  himself  at  the  age 
of  thirteen  has  been  manifest  in  his  political  views  as  well  as  in  other  relations 
of  life.  He  took  up  the  study  of  politics,  carried  his  investigations  far  and  wide, 
thought  earnestly  and  considered  wisely.  His  opinions  have  been  the  result  of 
careful  research  and  thorough  understanding  and  the  republican  party  has  for 
years  recognized  in  him  one  of  its  foremost  representatives  in  Iowa. 

Until  within  a  comparatively  recent  period  newspapers  have  been  made  the 
vehicle  of  his  political  views.  Those  at  all  acquainted  with  the  history  of  jour¬ 
nalism  in  the  Mississippi  valley  know  that  Lafayette  Young  has  made  the  Des 
Moines  Capital  what  it  is  today.  He  came  to  this  city  in  1890  and  purchased 
the  paper.  It  was  not  much  of  a  journal  in  those  days  and,  in  fact,  he  had  to 
upbuild  it  both  financially  and  politically.  He  brought  to  the  former  task  marked 
business  acumen,  disposed  of  all  processes  that  seemed  a  useless  expenditure  of 
time,  labor  or  material,  and  sought  the  introduction  of  that  secret  of  business 
success — the  attainment  of  maximum  results  with  minimum  of  effort.  He  thor¬ 
oughly  organized  every  department  of  the  paper,  surrounded  himself  with  an 
able  corps  of  assistants  in  gathering  and  printing  the  news  and  himself  remained 
at  the  head  of  its  editorial  interests.  He  has  never  been  hesitant  in  expressing 
his  views,  but  his  opinions  have  on  the  whole  been  founded  on  the  bed  rock  of 
fact  and  logical  deduction.  He  stands  today  justly  prominent  among  newspaper 
men  of  the  country,  having  won  success  as  well  as  distinction. 

It  has  only  been  public  service  that  has  occasionally  called  Mr.  Young  from 
the  editorial  rooms  of  the  Capital.  At  the  time  of  the  Spanish-American  war 
he  went  to  the  front  to  write  of  the  conflict  between  the  two  countries  and,  while 
not  in  actual  service,  he  has  since  been  known  by  the  title  of  colonel.  He  was 
with  the  commission  which,  headed  by  W.  H.  Taft,  then  secretary  of  war,  visited 
the  Philippines  and  other  parts  of  the  Orient. 

In  legislative  work  Senator  Young’s  initiative  experience  came  when  his  fel¬ 
low  townsmen  and  other  citizens  of  his  district  elected  him  to  the  state  senate, 
where  he  served  for  three  terms,  or  twelve  years.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
senate  during  the  period  in  which  all  of  the  railroad  laws  now  in  force  were 
adopted,  except  that  relative  to  the  two-cent  fare  and  the  anti-pass  laws.  Again 
and  again  a  delegate  to  the  party  conventions  he  has  twice  served  as  permanent 
chairman  of  the  republican  state  convention  and  has  been  a  delegate-at-large 
to  two  national  republican  conventions — those  of  1890  and  1898.  In  1908  he 
was  made  elector-at-large. 

At  the  national  republican  convention  at  Philadelphia  he  made  the  nomina¬ 
ting  speech  which  placed, the  name  of  Roosevelt  before  that  body  for  vice  presi¬ 
dent.  He  is  an  orator  of  ability,  and  while  his  utterances  ring  with  strong  and 
clear  logic,  he  knows  just  as  well  how  to  employ  the  art  of  rhetoric  or  to  hold 
the  attention  of  auditors  through  the  excitation  of  sympathy.  On  the  whole, 
however,  his  speech  is  that  of  a  forceful  and  earnest  presentation  of  a  cause 
which  he  espouses,  and  he  never  falters  in  his  support  of  what  he  believes  to  be 
right  or  for  the  best  interests  of  the  public  at  large. 

His  work  in  behalf  of  good  roads  in  Iowa  entitles  him  to  rank  with  the 
public  benefactors  of  the  state.  He  was  president  of  the  Iowa  Good  Roads  As¬ 
sociation  and  labored  untiringly  and  persistently  for  years  for  the  accomplish¬ 
ment  of  the  prime  object  of  that  body.  He  advocated  dragging  and  draining 
and  eventually  was  instrumental  in  securing  a  great  highway,  three  hundred 
miles  long,  from  Davenport  to  Council  Bluffs,  by  way  of  Des  Moines.  1  lie 
River-to-River  Road  Association  is  directly  due  to  his  work,  his  ceaseless  agita¬ 
tion  and  his  tireless  campaigning.  Following  the  death  of  Senator  Dolliver  Mr. 
Young  was  appointed  by  Governor  Carroll  to  serve  out  the  unexpired  term  in 
the  United  States  senate  and  has  maintained  the  same  fearless,  steadfast  and 
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sturdy  position  that  he  has  ever  occupied  in  his  championship  of  movements  or 
measures  in  which  he  believes. 

In  1870  Senator  Young  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Josephine  Bolton, 
whose  acquaintance  he  had  formed  when  she  was  a  student  in  a  private  school 
of  Des  Moines  and  he  was  an  employe  on  the  State  Register.  When  her  school 
days  were  over  they  were  married  and  to  them  have  been  born  three  children. 
Their  only  daughter,  Nellie,  is  now  the  wife  of  John  P.  Herrick,  of  Bolivar, 
New  York.  Their  elder  son,  Harold,  held  a  captaincy  during  the  Spanish- 
American  war  and  is  now  an  editorial  writer  on  the  Des  Moines  Capital,  while 
the  younger  son,  Lafayette  Young,  Jr.,  is  business  manager  of  that  paper. 

The  Register  and  Leader  of  February  21,  1911,  said:  “Mrs.  Lafayette  Young 
is  unique  among  the  senatorial  hostesses  of  Washington  in  being  a  practical 
newspaper  woman,  who  has  been  the  associate  and  able  coeditor  of  her  husband 
during  his  long  and  successful  career  as  an  editor  and  publisher.  From  the 
-early  days  of  their  married  life  her  ambition  was  to  be  her  husband’s  chief  sup¬ 
port,  not  only  in  the  home  but  in  his  business  cares.  She  familiarized  herself 
with  every  detail  of  the  business  connected  with  newspaper  publication  and,” 
continued  the  Register  and  Leader,  “was  so  well  trained  in  practical  newspaper 
lore  that  when  Senator  Young  went  to  Cuba  during  the  Spanish-American  war 
Lis  wife  assumed  editorial  and  business  management  of  the  Capital  and  con¬ 
ducted  its  affairs  with  brilliant  success.  She  is  a  versatile  writer  and  -has  con¬ 
tributed  to  almost  every  department  of  her  husband’s  paper.  .  .  .  She  is  a 

charming  woman  personally  and  is  noted  throughout  the  state  for  her  wit  and 
general  fund  of  information.  She  takes  a  broad  view  of  every  question,  and  to 
her  ripe  experience  and  ready  sympathy  much  of  her  husband’s  prosperous 
and  honorable  career  may  be  traced.” 

Their  home,  known  as  the  “Owl’s  Head,"  is  one  of  the  commodious  and 
beautiful  residences  of  Des  Moines,  having  a  substantial  and  roomy  appearance 
and  an  extremely  hospitable  air.  In  it  have  been  entertained,  perhaps,  every 
newspaper  man  of  prominence  that  has  ever  visited  Des  Moines,  and  the  social 
functions  there  may  be  said  to  resemble  somewhat  the  salons  of  France,  for 
here  distinguished  men  and  women  are  gathered  in  the  discussion  of  leading 
questions  of  the  day  and  of  the  vital  problems  that  have  concerned  this  and  pre¬ 
vious  ages.  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Young  have  traveled  extensively,  having  visited 
Europe  and  the  Orient  as  well  as  all  sections  of  America,  and  possess  that  broad 
and  liberal  culture  and  intimate  knowledge  of  lands  and  people  that  only  travel 
can  bring. 


LAFAYETTE  YOUNG,  Jr. 

Lafayette  Young,  Jr.,  business  manager  of  the  Des  Moines  Capital  since 
June  13,  1901,  was  born  in  Atlantic,  Iowa,  December  1,  1878,  the  younger  son 
of  United  States  Senator  Lafayette  and  Josephine  (Bolton)  Young.  He  was 
twelve  years  of  age  when  the  family  removed  to  Des  Moines  and  after  complet¬ 
ing  his  preliminary  education  in  the  public  schools  entered  the  University  of 
Michigan,  which  numbers  him  among  its  alumni.  He  was  graduated  with  the 
degree  of  Bachelor  of  Philosophy  and  has  since  graduated  from  the  law  de¬ 
partment  of  the  University  of  Iowa.  He  was  made  business  manager  of  the 
Des  Moines  Capital  immediately  on  his  graduation,  the  12th  of  June.  1901. 

Mr.  Young  was  married  in  1910  to  Miss  Virginia  Corse  MacArthur,  of  Bur¬ 
lington,  Iowa,  a  daughter  of  William  Corse  and  Harriet  (Hammer)  MacArthur. 
Outside  of  home  and  business  Mr.  Young  devotes  all  of  his  energies  to  the  up¬ 
building  of  the  city  of  Des  Moines  and  the  state  of  Iowa.  He  organized  and 
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created  the  Greater  Des  Moines  Committee  Inc.,  which  was  the  beginning  of 
the  greater  Des  Moines  movement,  and  at  this  writing,  in  1911,  he  is  serving 
for  the  fourth  term  as  president  of  the  Greater  Des  Moines  Committee. 


HARRY  B.  FRASE. 

Allied  with  the  movement  to  secure  for  Des  Moines  improved  plans  of  city 
improvement  that  shall  have  practical  value  in  municipal  affairs,  and  upholding 
at  all  times  the  highest  ideals  of  official  service,  Harry  B.  Frase  has  made  a 
most  creditable  record  in  the  position  of  county  auditor  to  which  he  was  elected 
in  1908.  He  was  born  February  13,  1872,  at  Akron,  Ohio,  a  son  of  Benjamin 
B.  and  Sophia  Francis  Frase,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Wayne  county, 
Ohio,  and  of  German  descent.  The  father  was  a  sergeant  of  Company  C,  of 
the  Sixteenth  Ohio  Infantry,  during  the  Civil  war,  and  in  business  life  was  a 
dealer  in  farm  implements.  He  came  to  Des  Moines  in  1874  and  was  associated 
with  the  commercial  interests  of  the  city  to  the  time  of  his  death,  which  oc¬ 
curred  October  6,  1902.  He  is  still  survived  by  his  widow  and  four  children: 
George  D.,  a  resident  of  Chicago,  where  he  is  engaged  in  the  insurance  business ; 
Ned  C,  living  in  Des  Moines;  and  Mary  Francis,  the  wife  of  F.  J.  Meyers,  who 
is  engaged  in  the  insurance  business  in  Des  Moines. 

Brought  to  Iowa  when  but  two  years  of  age,  Harry  B.  Frase  pursued  his 
education  in  the  East  and  West  Des  Moines  schools.  This  was  his  equipment 
for  life’s  practical  duties,  but  in  the  intervening  years  he  has  been  a  student  of 
affairs,  learning  from  each  new  experience  the  lesson  of  life  therein  contained. 
Becoming  connected  with  railway  interests  he  remained  in  the  service  of  the 
Chicago  &  Northwestern  Railway  Company  for  eleven  years  and  seven  months, 
winning  advancement  in  the  freight  department  from  one  position  to  another  of 
greater  responsibility.  Since  attaining  his  majority  he  has  also  been  interested 
in  politics  as  an  advocate  of  republican  principles  and  has  labored  earnestly  and 
effectively  to  promote  the  welfare  of  his  party.  He  served  as  chairman  of  the 
county  central  committee  from  1906  until  1908  and  in  the  latter  year  was  made 
secretary  of  the  city  central  committee.  In  the  same  year  he  was  also  named  as 
his  party’s  candidate  for  the  office  of  county  auditor  of  Polk  county  and  won 
the  election  for  a  two  years’  term.  His  record  in  this  office  is  highly  commend¬ 
able,  winning  for  him  the  commendation  of  the  general  public  by  reason  of  his 
faithfulness  to  duty  and  the  methodical,  systematic  manner  in  which  he  has  man¬ 
aged  his  work  in  the  office. 

Mr.  Frase  belongs  to  St.  John’s  English  Lutheran  church,  to  the  Knights  of 
Pythias  and  Elks  lodges.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Booster  Club  and  few 
men  are  more  intensely  and  actively  interested  in  the  welfare  and  progress  of 
Des  Moines  or  have  done  more  effective  work  for  the  city  in  the  attempt  to  se¬ 
cure  an  ideal  form  of  government  that  will  be  at  the  same  time  practical  in  its. 
adaptation  to  the  needs  of  the  present  hour. 


EDWIN  HERBERT  McDANIEL. 

Edwin  Herbert  McDaniel,  actively  engaged  in  general  agricultural  pursuits, 
devotes  his  attention  to  the  operation  of  an  excellent  farm  of  one  hundred  and 
thirty-one  acres  on  sections  20,  29  and  32,  Allen  township.  His  birth  occurred 
in  that  township  on  the  25th  of  September,  1865,  his  parents  being  Basil  and 
Jane  A.  McDaniel,  who  in  the  fall  of  1858  came  from  Richland  county,  Ohio, 
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to  Allen  township,  Polk  county,  Iowa.  Their  children  were  nine  in  number,  of 
whom  our  subject  was  the  sixth  in  order  of  birth. 

Edwin  Herbert  McDaniel  attended  the  common  schools  in  the  acquirement 
of  an  education  and  after  putting  aside  his  text-books  turned  his  attention  to  the 
tilling  of  the  soil.  The  work  of  the  fields  has  claimed  his  time  and  energies 
throughout  his  entire  business  career  and  in  addition  to  the  cultivation  of  cereals 
he  devotes  considerable  attention  to  stock-raising,  making  a  specialty  of  Poland 
China  hogs.  His  farm  embraces  one  hundred  and  thirty-one  acres  of  rich  and 
productive  land  on  sections  20,  29  and  32,  Allen  township,  and  in  its  neat  and 
thrifty  appearance  gives  evidence  of  the  practical  methods  and  careful  super¬ 
vision  of  the  owner.  Mr.  McDaniel  was  one  of  the  promoters  of  the  dike  or 
dam  which  prevents  the  overflow  of  the  Des  Moines  river  and  thus  renders 
arable  thirteen  hundred  and  ninety  acres  of  land. 

On  the  20th  of  October,  1887,  Mr.  McDaniel  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Minta  Deaton,  a  daughter  of  Noah  and  Jennie  Deaton,  who  were  natives  of 
Iowa  and  Indiana  respectively.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  McDaniel  are  the  parents  of  eight 
children,  as  follows:  Myrtle,  who  is  now  the  wife  of  Paul  Wesley;  Hazel,  who 
wedded  Leslie  Fry;  Albert;  Noah;  Gladys;  Wilma;  Basil;  and  Herbert. 

In  politics  Mr.  McDaniel  is  a  stanch  republican,  loyally  supporting  the  men 
and  measures  of  that  party.  He  is  now  serving  in  the  capacity  of  township 
trustee,  having  been  elected  to  that  office  on  the  8th  of  November,  1910.  He 
has  also  acted  as  township  treasurer  and  has  held  many  minor  positions,  ever 
discharging  his  public  duties  in  a  most  prompt  and  capable  manner.  His  entire 
life  has  been  spent  within  the  borders  of  Polk  county  and  he  is  widely  recognized 
as  one  of  its  substantial  agriculturists  and  representative  citizens. 


GEORGE  M.  HIPPEE. 

No  adequate  memorial  of  George  M.  Hippee  can  be  written  until  the  inter¬ 
ests  and  enterprises  which  he  instituted  have  reached  their  full  fruition  in  the 
world’s  work.  But  there  is  much  that  may  with  profit  be  set  down  as  exem¬ 
plifying  the  fact  that  character  and  ability  will  come  to  the  front  anywhere. 
Moreover,  the  active  and  helpful  part  which  he  took  in  the  upbuilding  of  Des 
Moines  well  entitles  him  to  prominent  mention  in  this  history. 

He  was  born  in  Canton,  Ohio,  on  the  6th  of  March,  1831,  a  son  of  George 
and  Ann  (Schriver)  Hippee.  He  was  descended  from  German  ancestry  on 
both  the  paternal  and  maternal  sides.  In  the  schools  of  his  native  city  he  pursued 
his  education  and  in  early  manhood  became  a  resident  of  Des  Moines,  arriving 
in  this  city  when  it  was  a  mere  village  of  practically  no  industrial  or  commercial 
importance — a  typical  town  of  the  western  frontier  in  the  midst  of  a  seemingly 
boundless  prairie  that  as  yet  had  been  scarcely  claimed  or  cultivated.  He 
was  a  Des  Moines  merchant  at  the  age  of  twenty-six,  for  in  1857  he  established 
a  drug  store  in  a  little  log  cabin  on  Second  street.  Close  application  to  his  busi¬ 
ness  brought  him  increasing  trade  and  he  enlarged  his  stock  to  meet  its  grow¬ 
ing  demands.  He  built  the  first  three-story  brick  building  that  was  used  ex¬ 
clusively  for  the  drug  business,  its  location  being  at  the  corner  of  Second  street 
and  Court  avenue.  For  eight  years  he  continued  in  the  trade  and  then  retired 
in  1865. 

His  success  had  enabled  him  to  become  a  factor  in  financial  circles  and  at 
all  times  his  business  enterprise  was  such  as  contributed  to  the  progress  and 
prosperity  of  the  city  as  well  as  to  individual  success.  He  became  president  of 
the  Second  National  Bank,  of  the  Union  Fire  Insurance  Company,  the  Glencoe 
Company,  the  Guardian  Life  Insurance  Company  and  the  Hawkeye  Insurance 
Company.  He  organized  what  is  now  the  Valley  National  Bank  and  for  a  num- 
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ber  of  years  was  its  president.  He  was  also  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Des 
Moines  Savings  Bank,  connected  with  the  State  Bank  of  Iowa,  and  in  the  estab¬ 
lishment  and  conduct  of  reliable  financial  institutions  met  a  need  in  business  life 
which  arose  from  the  city’s  growth  and  development.  He  was  one  of  the  first  to 
apply  for  a  gas  company  franchise  for  Des  Moines,  and  his  initiative  spirit 
prompted  his  connection  with  a  development  of  business  interests  of  far-reaching 
importance.  He  became  an  officer  of  the  Iowa  National  Bank  and  of  the  Iowa 
Loan  &  Trust  Company,  serving  as  trustee  and  director  of  the  latter.  He  was 
likewise  president  of  the  Union  Improvement  Company  and  his  success  was  at¬ 
tributable  in  large  part  to  his  ready  recognition  of  and  utilization  of  opportunity. 

On  the  ioth  of  March,  1859,  Mr.  Hippee  was  united  in  marriage  in  Trenton, 
New  Jersey,  to  Miss  Eliza  Page,  a  daughter  of  William  Page,  of  Tuckerton,  New 
Jersey.  Their  only  son  and  child  is  George  B.  Hippee,  who  married.  Mildred 
Polk  and  is  now  president  of  the  Des  Moines  City  Railway  Company  and  general 
manager  of  the  Interurban  Railway  Company,  and  identified  with  various  other 
financial  and  business  connections  that  make  him  the  worthy  successor  of  his 
father. 

George  M.  Hippee  holds  membership  in  the  Episcopal  church  and  also  with 
the  Masons  and  the  Knights  of  Pythias.  He  served  as  school  director  for  nine 
years  and  has  ever  been  interested  in  the  material,  intellectual  and  moral  prog¬ 
ress  of  the  city.  Coming  to  Des  Moines  in  the  days  of  its  villagehood,  he  is 
numbered  with  those  who  have  been  the  builders  and  promoters  of  its  great¬ 
ness  and  his  name  will  ever  remain  an  honored  one  on  the  pages  of  its  history. 


HENRY  WALLACE. 

The  life  story  of  Henry  Wallace  has  been  simple  in  its  purposes  but  won¬ 
derful  in  its  achievements  and  that  its  achievements  have  been  wonderful  is 
due  to  the  simplicity  and  singleness  of  his  purpose — to  help  his  fellowmen. 
All  about  him  from  early  manhood  were  opportunities  for  service  which  he 
recognized.  He  thought  at  first  to  benefit  his  fellows  by  preaching  to  them 
the  truths  of  the  gospel  and  after  several  years’  successful  work  in  the  minis¬ 
try  ill  health  intervened  and  he  turned  his  attention  to  agricultural  pursuits. 
His  habit  of  study  characterizing  his  entire  life,  soon  brought  him  to  a  realiza¬ 
tion  of  the  unfavorable  conditions  of  the  farm  and  he  at  once  began  preach¬ 
ing  the  gospel  of  development,  improvement  and  the  utilization  of  natural  ad¬ 
vantages.  He  has  striven  toward  high  ideals  for  himself  and  others  and  he 
stands  today  among  the  men  of  national  prominence,  whose  labors  have  wrought 
a  transformation  so  great  as  to  seem  almost  magical.  He  has  seen  the  need, 
he  has  sought  to  meet  it.  In  this  is  the  simplicity  of  his  life  story ;  in  the  re¬ 
sults  attained,  his  wonderful  achievements. 

In  early  manhood  he  was  known  as  the  Rev.  Henry  Wallace ;  today  he  is 
affectionately  termed  “Uncle  Henry”  throughout  Iowa.  He  was  born  near 
West  Newton,  Pennsylvania,  in  1836,  and  came  of  Scotch-Irish  ancestry.  After 
preparing  for  college  at  Geneva  Hall  in  his  native  state,  he  matriculated  as  a 
member  of  the  junior  class  of  Jefferson  College.  Following  his  graduation  he 
devoted  a  year  to  teaching  in  Kentucky  and  in  the  fall  of  i860  was  enrolled 
among  the  students  in  the  Allegheny  (Pennsylvania)  Theological  Seminary. 
The  summer  of  1861  was  devoted  to  teaching  in  an  academy  in  his  native  town 
and  later  he  spent  two  years  in  a  United  Presbyterian  seminary  at  Monmouth, 
Pennsylvania.  Licensed  to  preach  in  1862  he  sought  a  field  of  labor  in  the 
middle  west  and  in  1863  was  installed  as  pastor  of  the  United  congregation 
of  Rock  Island  and  Davenport,  where  he  remained  for  several  years.  In  1871 
he  accepted  the  pastorate  of  the  church  at  Morning  Sun,  Iowa,  where  he  de- 
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voted  his  time  to  proclaiming  the  gospel  and  to  pastoral  duties  until  failing 
health  caused  him  to  spend  the  summer  of  1876  in  Colorado  and  California. 
His  mother,  four  brothers  and  three  sisters  had  all  died  of  tuberculosis  in  the 
twelve  preceding  years  and  his  physician  told  him  that  the  seeds  of  the  dis¬ 
ease  were  in  himself.  His  summer's  sojourn  in  the  west  proved  of  little  bene¬ 
fit  to  him  and  on  his  return  his  physician  informed  him  that  he  must  at  once 
leave  the  ministry,  allowing  him  not  even  opportunity  for  a  farewell  sermon,, 
if  he  did  not  wish  to  be  in  his  grave  within  a  few  months. 

Rev.  Wallace  submitted  to  this  arbitrary  decision  and  laid  aside  his  title  and 
the  active  work  of  the  ministry.  Those  who  know  the  resolute  nature  ot  the 
man  will  at  once  understand  that  he  entered  upon  a  determined  fight  to  restore 
his  health.  He  turned  to  the  farm,  in  which  line  he  had  had  practical  experi¬ 
ence  in  his  youthful  days,  believing  also  that  it  offered  him  the  most  promising 
opportunity  to  combat  the  ravages  of  his  disease.  Six  months  found  him  some¬ 
what  improved  in  health  and  still  better  at  the  end  of  a  year.  In  ten  years  he 
was  fully  restored,  so  much  so  that  in  twelve  years  after  living  on  the  farm  he 
was  accepted  as  a  good  life  insurance  risk  at  the  age  of  fifty-three.  Vigorous  in 
mind  and  body  he  has  recently  been  chosen  for  national  public  service  by  poli¬ 
tical  appointment  at  the  age  of  seventy-three. 

In  early  manhood  Mr.  Wallace  had  voluntarily  chosen  a  life  service  for  the 
benefit  of  his  fellowmen  and  his  entire  life  has  been  in  keeping  with  his  original 
purpose,  although  he  was  obliged  to  change  the  plan  of  procedure.  He  bought 
land  in  Adair  county,  moving  his  family  to  Winterset,  Iowa,  so  that  his  chil¬ 
dren  might  have  the  advantages  of  town  schools  and  drove  back  and  forth 
from  his  home  to  the  farm,  winter  and  summer,  to  direct  its  cultivation  and  de¬ 
velopment.  As  he  studied  farm  methods  in  his  home  community  and  elsewhere 
he  became  deeply  impressed  with  the  fact  that  the  farmers  of  Iowa  were  neither 
getting  out  of  the  farm  nor  putting  back  into  it  what  they  should.  There 
was  a  lack  of  scientific  method  in  their  work  and  a  wasting  of  natural  resources. 
He  became  impressed,  too,  that  the  conditions  of  the  average  farm  home  as  to 
living  conveniences  and  social  and  educational  opportunity  were  not  such  as  to 
make  for  the  greatest  happiness  and  growth  of  the  farmer  and  his  family. 
He  recognized  the  fact  that  the  unattractiveness  of  farm  life  was  driving  the 
young  people  from  the  farm  into  the  cities.  His  characteristic  spirit  of  help¬ 
fulness  asserted  itself  and  he  began  preaching  the  doctrine  of  better  farming 
and  farm  living.  How  to  make  his  views  known  to  the  people  was  the  question. 
He  saw  that  other  men,  feeling  as  he  did,  were  addressing  the  public  through 
the  press,  and  going  to  Editor  Cummings  of  the  Winterset  Madisonian,  con¬ 
vinced  him  that  he  ought  to  give  space  to  farm  matter  and  offered  to  write  a 
full  page  for  a  farm  department  every  week  without  charge.  The  editor  agreed 
and  thus  Mr.  Wallace  entered  upon  the  active  work  of  agricultural  journalism. 
His  aim  was  to  tell  the  truth  about  things  plainly  in  a  manner  that  would 
appeal  to  plain  spoken  farmers.  He  urged  the  rotation  of  crops,  the  use  of 
better  seed  and  pointed  out  the  value  of  more  live  stock  and  better  live  stock  ; 
arraigned  the  farmers  for  the  neglect  of  their  homes,  pointed  out  the  impor¬ 
tance  of  making  them  more  attractive  for  themselves  and  their  children ;  he 
advised  them  to  stand  together  for  the  protection  of  their  common  interests  and 
above  all  preached  the  care  of  the  soil  and  the  conservation  of  its  resources. 
For  love  of  the  work  and  his  desire  to  aid  humanity,  he  continued  the  work 
of  his  ministry  often  “without  money  and  without  price.”  He  realized,  too, 
how  much  the  farmers  might  do  for  themselves  as  a  political  force  in  securing 
legislative  enactment,  local,  state  and  national,  for  their  own  benefit.  He  began 
discussing  what  might  be  accomplished  for  the  promotion  of  their  own  wel¬ 
fare  and  interspersed  his  writings  on  self  conservation,  crop  rotation  and  live¬ 
stock  breeding  with  appeals  to  the  farmer  to  arouse  the  use  of  his  ballot  for  the 
enforcement  of  old  laws  and  the  enactment  of  new  ones. 
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On  one  occasion  Editor  Cummings  objected  to  a  paragraph  from  Mr.  Wal¬ 
lace’s  pen  which  he  considered  a  hit  at  the  republican  party  and  Mr.  Wallace’s 
connection  with  the  Madisonian  was  therefore  severed.  He  felt,  however,  that 
he  must  still  preach  the  doctrine  which  he  was  advocating,  and  in  attending  the 
meeting  of  the  State  Agricultural  Society  at  Des  Moines,  in  the  winter  of  1879- 
80,  he  talked  with  James  Wilson,  now  United  States  secretary  of  agriculture, 
who  advised  him  “to  find  a  little  old  run  down  country  newspaper  that  he 
could  buy  cheap  and  write  and  print  what  you  like.”  The  advice  was  followed 
and  Mr.  Wallace  became  a  partner  of  a  Mr.  Springer,  the  owner  of  the  Chron¬ 
icle,  a  little  struggling  newspaper  of  Winterset,  with  a  circulation  between 
three  and  four  hundred.  Free  to  write  as  he  felt  about  things,  Mr.  Wallace 
soon  made  himself  a  real  factor  in  the  newspaper  field  of  Iowa.  His  thorough 
understanding  of  the  farmer  and  farm  life  in  every  phase  enabled  him  'to  antici¬ 
pate  the  wants  of  the  farmer  and  his  discussion  and  comment  upon  matters 
of  interest  to  farmers  became  immediately  popular.  Within  a  year  the  circula¬ 
tion  of  the  Chronicle  had  increased  to  fourteen  hundred  and  the  owner  of  the 
Madisonian  proposed  a  consolidation  of  the  two  papers,  which  was  brought 
about  with  Mr.  Wallace  still  as  part  owner  and  agricultural  editor. 

In  1883  Mr.  Wallace  visited  Des  Moines  and  other  points,  meeting  James 
Dufifus,  half  owner  of  the  long  established  Iowa  Homestead,  who  had  had  some 
differences  with  his  partner  and  asked  Mr.  Wallace’s  advice  concerning  the  situa¬ 
tion.  The  latter  advised  that  Mr.  Duffus  purchase  the  paper  and  when  asked 
“but  what  should  I  do  for  an  editor,”  replied  “O,  hire  some  one  somewhere.” 
A  few  days  later  Mr.  Wallace  received  a  letter  from  Mr.  Duffus,  stating  that  he 
was  appointed  editor  of  the  Homestead.  He  gave  little  thought  to  the  matter 
until  two  or  three  weeks  later,  when  he  received  a  letter  asking  when  copy  might 
be  expected.  He  then  went  to  Des  Moines  to  discuss  the  matter  and  finding  that 
the  Homestead  was  very  financially  weak  at  the  time,  proposed  to  do  the  edi¬ 
torial  work  for  ten  dollars  a  week.  He  continued  at  that  salary  after  James 
Pierce  became  owner  of  the  Homestead  and  until  the  publication  was  placed 
upon  a  sound  financial  basis.  In  the  ’90s  he  severed  his  connection  with  the 
paper  and  in  1895,  with  his  sons  H.  C.  and  John  P.  Wallace,  and  later  his  young¬ 
est  son,  D.  A.  Wallace,  began  the  publication  of  Wallace’s  Farmer,  today  one 
of  the  most  widely  read  agricultural  journals  of  the  country. 

Throughout  all  the  years  of  his  connection  with  journalism  Mr.  Wallace  has 
preached  the  doctrines  of  reform,  improvement,  development  and  conservation, 
seeking  these  along  agricultural  or  political  lines  as  the  case  might  be.  He 
has  never  been  a  partisan  politician,  standing  always  for  men  and  principle 
first,  but  he  has  recognized  the  fact  that  through  political  action  results  can  be 
achieved  and  he  entered  into  politics  for  that  purpose.  When  the  barbed 
wire  trust  placed  an  exorbitant  price  upon  the  new  fencing  material,  he  joined 
with  the  agricultural  writers  in  arousing  the  farmers  to  an  opposition  to  the 
trust  and  was  among  the  editors  of  agricultural  papers  who  came  in  Des  Moines 
and  planned  to  call  a  state  convention  of  farmers  for  the  organization  of  the 
Farmers  Protective  Association  to  raise  money  and  hire  attorneys  to  fight  the 
trust  in  court.  Following  the  convention,  in  April,  1881,  more  than  ten  thou¬ 
sand  members  were  secured  for  the  association  and  a  large  fighting  fund  brought 
together.  A.  B.  Cummins,  now  United  States  senator,  was  employed  as  attor¬ 
ney  and  after  a  notable  fight  of  five  years  won  his  victory  in  the  courts  and 
barbed  wire  fencing  was  brought  within  the  reach  of  the  farmers. 

Mr.  Wallace’s  first  real  political  contest  occurred  in  1885  and  1886,  when  the 
farmers  of  the  country  were  aroused  to  demand  of  congress  some  sort  of 
legislation  for  the  regulation  of  interstate  commerce.  Some  of  Iowa’s  con¬ 
gressmen  were  slow  to  yield  to  the  wishes  of  their  constituents  and  voted 
against  every  effort  at  Washington  to  secure  laws  for  railway  control.  Mr.  Wal¬ 
lace  and  other  agricultural  editors  attacked  these  congressmen  through  the 


CITY  OF  DES  MOINES  AND  POLK  COUNTY 


31 

columns  of  their  papers,  and  when  this  proved  of  no  avail,  generally  voiced  a 
demand  for  their  defeat.  Colonel  Hepburn  was  among  those  defeated  in  1886 
and  others  suffered  similarly  at  the  hands  of  their  former  constituents,  and  in 
1887  congress  put  the  first  interstate  commerce  law  on  the  statute  books  of  the 
country.  The  agitation  for  national  control  of  railroads  in  1886  and  1887  re¬ 
newed  the  agitation  legislation  that  had  been  repealed  in  1878.  A  railway 
commission  had  been  appointed  to  be  paid  by  the  railroads  themselves  and  rail¬ 
way  regulation  became  a  farce  in  the  state.  Mr.  Wallace  and  other  agricultural 
writers  began  to  discuss  the  need  of  legislation,  calling  on  the  farmers  to  assert 
their  rights.  They  joined  Governor  Larrabee  in  his  fight  for  larger  and  more 
thorough  control  of  the  railroads  of  Iowa  and  especially  the  creation  of  a  real 
railroad  commission  regulated  and  paid  by  the  people  and  not  the  railroads. 
Both  republicans  and  democrats  in  the  twenty-first  general  assembly  opposed 
the  measure.  Thirteen  of  these  men  were  candidates  for  reelection  in  1887, 
then  Mr.  Wallace  and  his  associates  attempted  their  defeat,  wishing  to  elect 
men  who  would  stand  by  the  farmers  of  Iowa.  Records  of  these  thirteen  legis¬ 
lators  were  published  in  the  Homestead  and  a  copy  of  the  paper  was  sent  to 
every  farmer  in  the  district  of  every  one  of  these  assemblymen.  Then  there  was 
an  organized  movement  made  to  show  that  the  farmers  vote  was  gotten  out  and 
twelve  of  the  thirteen  men  were  defeated.  Governor  Larrabee  at  the  conven¬ 
tion  of  the  legislature  in  1888  sent  a  strong  message,  outlining  what  the  people 
needed  and  wanted  in  the  way  of  railroad  legislation  and  after  a  determined 
struggle  the  laws  that  stand  today  were  written  on  the  statute  books. 

Later  came  the  contest  against  the  policy  of  the  State  College  of  Agricultural 
and  Mechanical  Arts  at  Ames,  which  was  a  college  of  agricultural  and  me¬ 
chanical  arts  in  name  only.  It  was  not  known  that  a  single  student  had  ever 
been  graduated  from  the  agricultural  course.  Mr.  Wallace  was  one  of  the 
leaders  in  this  fight  and  a  prominent  factor  in  winning  the  victory  which  made 
William  A.  Beardshear  president  of  the  college,  while  James  Wilson,  now  secre¬ 
tary  of  agriculture,  was  placed  at  the  head  of  its  agricultural  department,  Mr. 
Wallace  himself  refusing  to  be  considered  in  that  connection,  believing  Mr.  Wil¬ 
son  to  be  the  man  for  the  place.  In  1905  Mr.  Wallace  took  a  determined  stand 
in  the  campaign  to  bring  about  the  enactment  of  the  national  rate  legislation  of 
1905.  Iowa  members  of  congress  failed  to  comply  with  the  demands  of  their 
constituents.  The  result  of  transient  editorials  written  by  Mr.  Wallace  and  his 
son,  Henry  C.  Wallace,  at  length  brought  Colonel  Hepburn  to  a  position  where 
he  agreed  to  introduce  what  became  known  as  the  Hepburn  bill  in  the  house  and 
make  a  fight  for  it  there.  Senator  Dolliver,  too,  after  a  conversation  with 
Mr.  Wallace,  went  away  convinced  that  Iowa  was  in  earnest  in  its  demands 
and  in  Washington  made  a  splendid  fight  for  the  bill  in  committee,  outwitting 
Senator  Aldrich,  and  made  another  splendid  fight  for  the  bill  on  the  floor 
of  the  senate  and  thus  placed  himself  in  the  ranks  of  the  progressive  republicans 
in  the  national  halls  of  legislation. 

While  Mr.  Wallace  was  carrying  on  aggressive  work  there  in  those  lines  he 
was  working  as  surely  and  effectively,  if  more  quietly,  for  the  improvement  of 
the  general  welfare  of  the  farmer,  his  farm  and  his  property.  From  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  his  connection  with  journalism,  believing  as  he  expressed  it  “that  the 
fertility  of  the  soil  is  the  greatest  of  the  natural  resources  of  the  country,  and 
that  the  prime  object  of  the  farmer  should  be  to  conserve  and  increase  this 
fertility,”  he  began  to  advocate  farm  methods  that  would  conserve  the  soil, 
urging  rotation  of  crops  and  new  varieties  of  crops.  In  a  day  when  clover 
was  little  understood  he  investigated  and  studied  it,  became  convinced  that  clover 
would  benefit  the  soil  and  wrote  and  lectured  on  clover  so  persistently 
for  years  that  he  became  known  as  the  clover  crank.  Others,  however,  joined 
him  and  Iowa  has  derived  more  benefit  than  can  be  estimated  from  her  clover 
crops.  He  took  up  the  work,  too,  of  securing  the  use  of  better  seeds,  better 
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dairying  and  better  highways  and  was  instrumental  in  inaugurating  good  roads 
and  in  securing  the  daily  trains  for  the  transportation  of  dairy  products.  His 
labor  for  more  and  better  live  stock  has  been  likewise  valuable,  both  from  the 
standpoint  of  soil  conservation  and  of  larger  profits  in  dairying  and  live-stock 
feeding.  The  election  of  Mr.  Wallace  to  the  national  conservation  congress 
in  1910  was  the  logical  result  of  his  splendid  and  resultant  efiforts  in  the  field 
in  which  he  has  so  long  labored. 

A  work  which  is  perhaps  more  intangible,  but  none  the  less  effective  and 
far-reaching,  has  been  Mr.  Wallace’s  efforts  toward  improving  the  home  con¬ 
ditions  and  those  kindred  interests — the  educational  and  moral  development  of 
the  individual.  One  of  the  local  papers  said  his  work  in  this  connection 
has  been  “labor  for  the  soul  conservation  of  the  farmers,”  adding  “he  has  sought 
all  his  years  to  do  more  than  point  the  way  to  better  farming.  He  has  sought 
also  to  point  the  way  to  better  farm  living.”  Professor  W.  A.  Henry,  of  the 
University  of  Wisconsin,  expressed  the  thought  when  he  said  that  Mr.  Wal¬ 
lace  was  a  great  agricultural  editor  because  he  was  managing  his  journal  not 
merely  to  advance  agriculture  but  good  citizenship  also.  Dr.  L.  H.  Bailey  of 
Cornell  gave  recognition  to  his  work  for  higher  things  than  mere  money  making, 
when  he  said  of  him  “He  is  an  admirable  example  of  strong  idealism  and  prac¬ 
tical  sense,  combined  with  a  highly  developed  individualism — just  the  qualities 
that  are  needed  in  the  young  men  of  the  open  country.”  Mr.  Wallace  early 
saw  that  the  surroundings  of  the  average  farm  home  as  to  schools  and  social 
and  religious  opportunities  were  far  from  satisfactory  and  that  they  must  be 
remedied  soon  if  farmers  were  not  to  deteriorate  in  quality  and  the  young  people 
be  driven  from  the  farms  to  the  city.  In  his  editorial  work  from  the  beginning 
may  be  found  effort  to  make  farm  life  happier  and  better.  It  is  found  in  his 
plain  homely  talks  on  home  life,  in  his  talks  to  boys  and  girls,  and  in  his  Sun¬ 
day-school  lesson  dissertations.  Shortly  after  he  began  the  publication  of  his 
paper  he  began  writing  a  review  of  the  Sunday-school  lesson,  which  each  week 
has  been  a  leading  feature  of  his  journal.  A  series  of  open  letters  to  farm 
boys  which  he  wrote,  was  later  published  in  book  form  and  has  run  through 

five  or  six  editions.  ,  11. • i m, 2n.  .  .  .  „„ 

His  own  home  relations  have  largely  been  'aft-udeal  character.  In  1863 
he  married  Miss  Nannie  Cantwell,  of  Kenton,  Ohio.  They  traveled  life’s  jour¬ 
ney  happily  together  for  forty-five  years  but  were  separated  by  the  death  of 
the  wife  on  the  19th  of  April,  1909.  They  were  the  parents  of  three  sons  and 
two  daughters:  Henry  C.,  now  business  manager  of  Wallace’s  Farmer;  Jose¬ 
phine,  who  is  managing  the  household  affairs ;  Harriet,  the  wife  of  Hon.  N.  B. 
Ashby;  John  P.,  who  is  connected  with  Wallace’s  Farmer;  and  Daniel  A.,  who 
is  editor  of  the  Farmer  of  St.  Paul,  Minnesota. 

From  President  Roosevelt  came  the  appointment  to  Mr.  Wallace  entirely 
unsolicited  to  the  Country  Life  Commission  and  to  that  work  he  devoted  four 
months.  He  has  been  honored  with  various  degrees,  receiving  that  of  Ph.  D. 
from  Lenox  College;  LL.  D.  from  Geneva  Hall;  and  LL.  D.  from  Washing¬ 
ton  and  Jefferson  College. 

Perhaps  the  best  analyzation  and  explanation  of  Mr.  Wallace  and  his  life 
work  is  found  in  his  own  words.  On  one  occasion  when  questioned  he  said 
“Money  making  has  at  no  time  been  in  my  thoughts  or  purposes.  I  have 
labored  merely  for  the  good  I  might  do  to  others.  If  I  have  succeeded  it  has 
not  been  because  I  set  out  with  the  thought  of  winning  this  or  that  success. 
This  is  all  I  have  striven  to  do.  I  have  tried  to  do  each  day's  work  well  as 
it  came  to  me  to  do;  no  more,  no  less.  I  felt  that  if  today’s  work  were  done 
well,  I  could  do  tomorrow’s  well  without  worrying  about  it  tomorrow.  I 
would  say  to  young  men  who  are  ambitious  to  get  on  in  the  world :  Give  no 
thought  to  your  yesterdays;  they  are  gone  you  can’t  help  them  by  worrying 
about  them.  Give  no  thought  to  the  tomorrows ;  they  are  not  here  and  you 
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can't  help  them  by  worrying  about  them.  Give  thought  only  to  today  and 
the  work  of  today  and  strive  to  do  today’s  work  well ;  it  is  here,  at  your  hand,, 
waiting  for  you.  Live  simply,  eat  plain  foods  and  always  a  little  less  than  you 
could  comfortably  eat.  Get  plenty  of  fresh  air,  day  and  night.  Get  all  the 
sleep  you  can.  Don’t  worry  and  take  a  hopeful  view  of  life,  always,  and  you 
may  live  long  and  be  happy.” 


JAMES  H.  WINDSOR. 

Few  citizens  of  Des  Moines  have  ever  been  awarded  the  profound  respect 
granted  to  James  H.  Windsor.  For  thirty- five  years  prominently  connected 
with  the  business  interests  of  the  city,  he  was  at  all  times  an  active  and  efficient 
worker  in  its  behalf,  so  that  of  him  it  may  truly  be  said :  “He  lived  not  for  him¬ 
self  but  for  others and  his  name  stands  among  those  who  left  the  world  better 
for  having  lived  in  it.  He  was  born  in  Pike,  Allegany  county,  New  York,  April 
16,  1829,  a  son  of  Samuel  and  Eliza  (Grover)  Windsor.  The  father  died  in 
1857.  The  Windsors  came  of  English  ancestry  and  were  a  family  of  distinc¬ 
tion  in  the  mother  country,  their  name  having  been  connected  with  the  owner¬ 
ship  of  Windsor  Castle  in  days  gone  by. 

Educated  in  the  common  schools,  James  H.  Windsor  learned  the  tinner’s 
trade  and  at  the  age  of  nineteen  began  his  business  career,  turning  over  his 
earnings  to  his  father.  Subsequently  he  served  for  three  years  as  deputy  post¬ 
master  of  his  native  town.  In  1852  he  removed  to  Ellicottville,  New  York,  and 
for  two  years  engaged  in  the  drug  business.  Desiring  to  see  the  country,  he 
traveled  for  six  months  in  various  parts  of  the  west  and  in  1856  went  to  Wau¬ 
kegan,  Illinois,  where  he  engaged  as  deputy  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  for  two 
years,  then  returning  to  New  York  to  settle  his  father's  estate.  He  next  en¬ 
gaged  for  three  years  in  agricultural  pursuits  and  stock-dealing,  at  the  end  of 
which  time  he  associated  with  J.  H.  Metcalf  at  Buffalo,  New  York,  in  the  stock 
business,  but  later  sold  his  interests  and  moved  to  Chicago,  where  he  became 
yardmaster  in  the  hog  department  of  the  Union  Stock  Yards  Company.  In 
this  capacity  he  showed  an  ability  indicating  unusual  talent  in  business  affairs 
and  accordingly  he  was  sent  to  Des  Moines  by  capitalists  of  Chicago  to  negotiate 
for  packing  plants  then  in  operation  in  this  city.  Two  small  plants  were  in 
existence  in  1873  when  Mr.  Windsor  first  came  to  Des  Moines.  One  of-  these 
plants  was  in  charge  of  General  Tuttle  and  the  other  was  known  as  the  Stowers 
plant.  Mr.  Windsor  secured  an  option  on  both  concerns  and  the  Chicago  cap¬ 
italists  not  being  willing  to  accept  the  terms  that  were  offered,  he  decided  to 
avail  himself  of  the  opportunity  and  accordingly  he  completed  the  purchase, 
having  Messrs.  Jones  and  Raymond  of  Chicago  as  partners.  He  had  the  entire 
management  of  the  business,  which  earned  good  profits  for  himself  and  partners 
and  became  an  ever  increasing  factor  in  Des  Moines  commercial  life  by  giving 
steady  employment  to  hundreds  of  men.  Later  Mr.  Windsor  bought  the  entire 
business  and  as  long  as  he  managed  it,  it  proved  profitable,  but  wearying  of  the 
strenuous  life  it  forced  upon  him,  in  1889  he  consolidated  with  the  Ellsworth 
Packing  Company  under  the  title  of  the  Liverpool  &  Des  Moines  Company  and 
retired  from  active  management.  Five  years  later  he  closed  out  his  interest 
with  the  company. 

Mr.  Windsor  was  identified  with  various  lines  of  business,  all  of  which 
proved  highly  lucrative.  He  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  State  Insurance 
Company,  becoming  its  president.  He  owned  several  business  blocks  in  the 
city,  among  which  is  that  occupied  by  the  Des  Moines  Drug  Company,  the 
Willner  Clothing  Store,  the  Purity  Candy  Company,  etc.  .  He  was  a  prominent 
stockholder  of  the  Security  Loan  &  Trust  Company  and  at  the  time  of  his 
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death  he  was  a  member  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  Des  Moines  Savings 
Bank.  In  his  business  affairs  he  displayed  remarkably  clear  and  correct  judg¬ 
ment,  being  an  acknowledged  leader  whose  opinions  concerning  an  investment 
were  by  many  regarded  as  conclusive.  Liberal,  public-spirited  and  progressive, 
he  represented  the  best  type  of  business  man, — one  whose  influence  and  example 
was  always  exerted  in  behalf  of  the  permanent  welfare  of  the  community.  Pos¬ 
sessing  a  strong  purpose  and  an  unfaltering  determination,  he  overcame  what  to 
others  might  have  been  insurmountable  difficulties  and  achieved  fortune  not 
only  for  himself  but  for  those  with  whom  he  was  associated. 

Mr.  Windsor  was  twice  married,  his  first  wife  being  Mrs.  Minnie  G.  Moore, 
of  West  Albany,  New  York,  to  whom  he  was  united  March  29,  1865.  She  de¬ 
parted  this  life  in  1874,  leaving  three  children:  Mary,  Leland  and  Ruth.  On 
November  16,  1875,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Harriet  B.  McManus,  a  member  of 
a  well  known  family  of  Eddyville,  Iowa.  One  son,  James  Raymond,  came  to 
bless  this  union. 

Mr.  Windsor  was  a  man  of  line  social  instincts,  a  lover  of  his  home  and 
family  and  a  friend  who  could  always  be  depended  upon  in  times  of  emergency. 
He  was  called  away  January  11.  1907,  at  the  age  of  seventy-seven  years,  eight 
months  and  twenty-five  days,  nearly  half  of  his  lifetime  having  been  passed 
in  Des  Moines.  His  death  was  deeply  regretted  by  all  who  knew  him,  for  he 
had  won  for  himself  the  favorable  regard  of  his  business  associates  and  the 
warm  friendship  of  those  with  whom  he  had  been  brought  in  contact  in  social 
relations. 


HON.  GEORGE  H.  CARR. 

Hon.  George  H.  Carr,  who  has  not  only  won  wide  reputation  as  a  successful 
practitioner  of  law  but  also  as  a  member  of  the  state  legislature  has  aided  in 
framing  the  laws  of  this  commonwealth,  has  made  his  home  in  Des  Moines 
since  1894  and  since  January,  1908,  has  practiced  as  the  senior  member  of  the 
firm  of  Carr,  Carr  &  Evans.  He  was  born  in  Whitehall,  New  York,  November 
23,  1852,  a  son  of  William  Henry  and  Elizabeth  (Armstrong)  Carr.  The 
father,  a  farmer  by  occupation,  was  of  English  and  French  lineage,  while  the 
mother  was  of  Scotch-Irish  ancestry. 

The  removal  of  the  family  from  the  Empire  state  to  •  Sandwich,  Illinois, 
during  the  early  boyhood  of  George  H.  Carr  enabled  him  to  pursue  his  early 
education  in  the  public  schools  of  that  city,  while  later  he  became  a  student  in 
Jennings  Seminary  at  Aurora,  Illinois.  He  next  entered  Beloit  College  at  Beloit, 
Wisconsin,  and  subsequently  matriculated  in  the  Iowa  State  University,  from 
which  he  was  graduated  in  the  class  of  1877,  having  completed  the  law  course. 
He  immediately  located  for  practice  at  Emmetsburg,  Iowa,  where  he  followed 
his  profession  continuously  for  ten  years,  or  until  1887,  when  he  was  elected  to 
the  district  court  bench,  serving  as  district  judge  until  he  resigned  on  October 
12,  1894,  to  become  a  resident  of  Des  Moines.  In  the  preparation  of  his  cases 
as  a  trial  lawyer  he  had  displayed  great  thoroughness,  careful  discrimination  and 
comprehensive  knowledge  of  the  principles  of  law  and  his  forceful  presentation 
of  his  cause  won  for  him  many  notable  verdicts.  The  ability  which  he  displayed 
in  private  practice  led  to  his  selection  for  judicial  honors  and  his  course  upon 
the  bench  was  in  harmony  with  his  record  as  a  man  and  citizen,  distinguished 
by  the  utmost  loyalty  and  by  the  careful  and  correct  solution  of  every  problem 
presented  to  the  court.  He  retired  from  the  bench  with  the  high  regard  of  all 
the  members  practicing  in  the  fourteenth  Judicial  district  and  was  not  unknown 
professionally  in  Des  Moines  when  he  came  to  this  city  in  1894.  Here  he  was 
first  associated  with  A.  C.  Parker,  which  partnership  continued  until  Governor 
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Cummins  was  first  elected  as  chief  executive  of  the  state.  Mr.  Carr  then  became 
one  of  the  members  of  the  law  firm  with  which  Governor  Cummins  had  been 
associated,  forming  the  firm  of  Carr,  Hewitt,  Parker  &  Wright.  He  practiced  in 
that  relation  until  January,  1908,  when  he  withdrew  from  that  firm  and  estab¬ 
lished  the  firm  of  Carr,  Carr  &  Evans,  the  junior  members  being  Fred  P.  Carr 
and  \V.  D.  Evans,  Jr.  They  are  accorded  a  large  and  distinctively  representative 
clientage,  connecting  them  with  much  important  litigation  heard  in  the  courts 
of  the  capital  city. 

On  the  15th  of  June,  1876,  Judge  Carr  was  married  in  Detroit,  Michigan,  to 
Miss  Emma  E.  Parker,  a  native  of  New  York.  Their  children  are:  Maude,  the 
wife  of  John  C.  Miley,  a  resident  of  Chicago;  and  Fred  P.,  who  married  Agnes 
Cram,  a  native  of  Des  Moines,  and  is  now  engaged  with  his  father  in  the  prac¬ 
tice  of  law. 

Judge  Carr  is  a  republican  of  the  progressive  type  but  Uot  an  insurgent.  He 
is  as  firm  a  believer  in  advancement  and  improvement  in  political  lines  as  in 
other  departments  of  life  and  his  influence  is  ever  an  element  in  those  move¬ 
ments  where  the  best  interests  of  the  community  are  concerned.  A  recognized 
leader  in  party  ranks,  he  was  elected  and  served  for  two  terms  as  mayor  of 
Emmetsburg  during  the  early  '80s  and  has  twice  been  a  member  of  the  state 
legislature,  serving  during  the  twenty-seventh  and  twenty-eighth  general  assem¬ 
blies.  He  was  made  a  member  of  a  number  of  important  committees  and  every 
question  which  came  up  for  settlement  received  his  earnest  consideration  and 
stalwart  support  or  strong  opposition  as  he  deemed  it  to  be  beneficial  or  detri¬ 
mental  to  the  commonwealth  at  large.  He  holds  membership  in  the  Grant  Club, 
one  of  the  leading  political  organizations  of  the  state,  and  also  in  the  Des 
Moines  Club  and  the  Prairie  Club  while  his  fraternal  relations  are  with  the 
Masons  and  the  Elks.  In  the  former  body  he  has  attained  the  Knight  Templar 
degree  and  is  also  a  Noble  of  the  Mystic  Shrine.  His  attention,  however,  is 
chiefly  concentrated  upon  his  profession  and  he  is  regarded  as  a  faithful  and 
conscientious  minister  in  the  temple  of  justice,  who  gives  to  his  client  the  service 
of  great  talent,  unwearied  industry  and  wide  learning,  yet  never  forgets  that 
there  are  certain  things  due  to  the  court,  to  his  own  self  respect  and  above  all 
to  justice  and  a  righteous  administration  of  the  law,  which  neither  the  zeal  of 
an  advocate  nor  the  pleasure  of  success  would  permit  him  to  disregard. 


DAVID  B.  MOTT. 

The  soldiers  of  the  Civil  war  who  fought  to  uphold  the  stars  and  stripes  are 
worthy  of  respect  and  honor  and  will  ever  be  so  regarded  by  all  friends  of  lib¬ 
erty.  Many  of  these  valiant  men  are  yet  with  us  and  among  them  is  David  B. 
Mott  of  Walnut  township,  whose  name  introduces  this  sketch.  He  was  born  in 
Knox  county,  Ohio,  April  3,  1847,  a  son  °f  Joseph  and  Mary  (Blanchard)  Mott, 
both  of  whom  were  natives  of  New  York  state.  The  father  removed  to  Iowa 
in  1851  and  located  in  Walnut  township,  where  he  purchased  four  hundred  acres 
of  land  at  four  dollars  and  fifty  cents  per  acre,  and  entered  upon  a  successful 
career  as  a  farmer.  He  was  highly  practical  in  his  work  and  developed  his 
place  from  the  raw  prairie  until  it  became  a  beautiful  and  productive  farm. 
He  was  called  away  in  1888,  his  wife  having  died  thirty  years  before. 

David  B.  Mott  was  reared  and  educated  in  the  district  schools  of  Polk 
county  and  continued  at  home  until  1864,  when  he  enlisted  in  Company  F, 
Forty-seventh  Iowa  Infantry,  and  continued  in  service  until  the  close  of  the 
Civil  war.  After  receiving  his  honorable  discharge  he  returned  to  Polk  county 
and  assisted  his  father  upon  the  home  farm,  also  filling  the  position  of  post¬ 
master  at  Valley  Junction  for  four  years.  In  1874  he  bought  the  homestead 
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of  eighty  acres,  which  he  has  improved  with  modern  buildings,  the  latest  im¬ 
provement  being  a  fine  large  barn.  There  is  a  coal  mine  on  the  farm  which 
greatly  adds  to  its  value.  He  is  a  man  of  thrifty,  industrious  habits  and  he  has 
been  able  to  lay  up  a  competence,  so  that  as  the  years  draw  apace  he  finds 
himself  fortified  against  material  want. 

In  March,  1873,  Mr.  Mott  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Julia  Houston, 
a  daughter  of  Warnick  and  Mary  Houston,  both  of  whom  were  born  in  Indiana. 
The  father  came  to  Iowa  at  an  early  day  and  engaged  in  the  furniture  business 
at  Des  Moines  for  a  number  of  years.  Subsequently  he  sold  out  and,  in  1873, 
removed  to  Kansas  and  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life  upon  a  farm.  One  son, 
Carl  W.,  was  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mott.  He  is  now  twenty-seven  years  of 
age  and  is  a  clerk  of  the  postoffice  of  Des  Moines. 

Politically  Mr.  Mott  gives  his  support  to  the  democratic  party.  He  has 
served  as  trustee  and  township  clerk  and  for  thirty  years  past  has  been  assessor 
of  Walnut  township.  The  confidence  in  which  he  is  held  by  his  neighbors  is 
indicated  by  the  responsible  position  he  occupies.  Few  men  in  Iowa  or  any 
other  state  have  ever  held  the  office  of  assessor  for  as  long  a  period.  He  is 
recognized  as  thoroughly  honest  and  conscientious  in  the  performance  of  every 
duty  and  all  who  know  him  are  his  friends. 


GEORGE  W.  HAINES. 

Prominent  for  many  years  in  business  circles  of  Des  Moines,  George  W. 
Haines,  now  retired,  has  gained  high  standing  as  one  of  the  substantial  men  of 
the  community,  whose  interests  he  has  in  numberless  ways  assisted  in  advancing. 
He  was  born  in  Warren  county,  Ohio,  November  21,  1842,  a  son  of  John  T.  and 
Maria  (Hampton)  Haines,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  England.  The  father 
was  brought  in  infancy  to  this  country  by  his  parents,  who  located  in  New  Jer¬ 
sey.  He  became  a  ship  carpenter  and  worked  in  the  shipyards  at  Philadelphia, 
continuing  to  work  at  his  trade  until  he  has  forty-two  years  of  age,  when  he 
removed  to  Miami  county,  Indiana,  and  purchased  a  farm  of  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres,  which  he  cleared  and  improved.  Here  he  spent  the  remainder  of 
his  days,  passing  away  August  12,  1855,  his  wife  departing  this  life  March 
23,  1863.  In  her  younger  days  she  attended  school  with  Abraham  Lincoln,  and 
as  she  grew  up  passed  through  many  of  the  trying  experiences  of  pioneer  life. 

George  W.  Haines  received  his  early  education  in  the  common  schools,  and 
after  the  death  of  his  father  took  charge  of  the  home  farm,  upon  which  he  con¬ 
tinued  until  nineteen  years  of  age.  On  the  17th  of  April,  1861,  in  response  to  the 
call  of  President  Lincoln  for  defenders  of  the  Union,  he  enlisted  in  Company 
I,  Eighth  Indiana  Infantry,  and  served  during  the  entire  war,  receiving  his  hon¬ 
orable  discharge  August  28,  1865.  He  was  a  brave  soldier  and  was  wounded 
three  times  while  fighting  for  his  country  but  recovered  in  each  instance  and  re¬ 
turned  to  his  regiment.  The  lessons  which  he  learned  in  the  army  of  endurance 
under  difficulties  and  perseverance  in  the  face  of  great  obstacles  have  proven  of 
incalculable  value  to  him  in  the  years  that  have  elapsed  since  the  memorable 
period  of  that  great  conflict.  On  his  return  to  his  old  home  he  resumed  peaceful 
pursuits  and  hired  out  as  a  farm  hand,  being  thus  engaged  for  about  three  years. 
Finally  he  decided  to  give  up  agricultural  pursuits  as  not  being  adapted  to  his 
taste,  and  on  the  23d  of  April,  1869,  he  came  to  Des  Moines  and  found  employ¬ 
ment  with  the  wholesale  grocery  house  of  R.  C.  Webb  &  Son.  Later  in  the  same 
year  he  assisted  in  the  erection  of  the  Murphy-Schisler  packing  house,  which 
still  stands.  Subsequently  he  entered  the  employment  of  that  firm  and  learned 
the  packing  business  thoroughly,  continuing  for  twenty-one  years.  At  the  end 
of  that  time  he  retired  and  has  since  lived  at  ease  in  a  beautful  home  which  was 
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erected  under  his  supervision.  He  also  owns  four  acres  of  valuable  property  in¬ 
side  the  city  limits.  He  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  two  of  the  early  building 
and  loan  associations  of  Des  Moines,  and  for  many  years  occupied  a  prominent 
place  in  business  circles  of  the  city,  attaining  recognition  as  one  of  the  substan¬ 
tial  and  progressive  men  of  the  community. 

On  the  12th  of  March,  1868,  at  Wabash,  Indiana,  Mr.  Haines  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Miss  Hannah  J.  Case,  a  daughter  of  William  and  Lavina  (Personett) 
Case,  the  former  being  a  native  of  North  Carolina  and  the  latter  of  Virginia. 
The  father  was  a  well  known  farmer  in  Indiana,  where  he  lived  until  October 
1 7,  1859,  when  he  was  called  to  his  reward.  The  mother  died  April  12,  1868. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Haines  never  having  any  children  of  their  own,  adopted  one  child, 
Narcissa,  who  grew  to  womanhood  and  is  now  married  and  living  at  Brunswick, 
Nebraska. 

Mr.  Haines  was  a  charter  member  of  Eureka  Club,  one  of  the  earlier  social 
organizations  of  Des  Moines,  which  has  now  passed  out  of  existence.  He  is  con¬ 
nected  with  the  Odd  Fellows  and  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  and  polit¬ 
ically  gives  his  support  to  the  republican  party.  Religiously  he  and  his  wife  are 
adherents  of  the  Christian  church,  of  which  he  is  an  ordained  elder.  He  is 
known  as  a  just  and  honorable  man,  who  has  attempted  throughout  life  to  per¬ 
form  his  duty,  and  who  by  his  own  exertions  has  fairly  attained  a  worthy  posi¬ 
tion  among  his  fellowmen.  He  is  now  nearing  his  sixty-ninth  birthday  and  has 
attained  a  greater  age  than  any  other  member  of  the  family  as  the  next  oldest 
was  sixty-two. 


GILBERT  S.  GILBERTSON. 

The  political  and  business  activity  of  Gilbert  S.  Gilbertson  is  such  that  he 
needs  no  introduction  to  the  readers  of  this  volume.  He  is  one  of  the  prom¬ 
inent  representatives  of  banking  interests  in  Iowa  and  at  the  same  time  has  been 
a  leader  in  politics,  in  which  connection  high  honors  have  been  conferred  upon 
him,  while  his  official  record  is  one  which  has  reflected  credit  and  honor  upon  the 
state. 

He  was  born  at  Spring  Grove,  Minnesota,  October  17,  1863.  Fortune  did 
not  watch  over  him  at  the  outset  of  his  career.  His  advantages  were  only  such 
as  most  boys  enjoy  and  an  early  recognition  of  the  fact  that  “There  is  no  ex¬ 
cellence  without  labor,”  has  been  a  salient  feature  in  his  later  progress.  After 
several  terms  spent  as  a  student  in  the  common  schools  he  pursued  a  course  in 
the  business  college  at  Janesville,  Wisconsin,  and  in  1879,  when  a  youth  of  six¬ 
teen  years,  went  to  Worth  county,  Iowa,  where  he  worked  upon  a  farm  belong¬ 
ing  to  his  father,  who  in  1878  had  sold  his  small  landed  possessions  in  Houston 
.  county,  Minnesota. 

After  leaving  the  farm  Gilbert  S.  Gilbertson  secured  a  position  as  book¬ 
keeper  and  salesman  with  an  agricultural  implement  house  at  Forest  City,  Iowa, 
and  was  there  employed  until  September,  1885,  when  he  entered  the  service  of 
J.  S.  Olson  &  Son,  who  were  engaged  in  general  merchandising  at  Forest  City. 
He  filled  that  position  until  January,  1889,  when  he  became  clerk  of  the  district 
court  of  Winnebago  county,  having  been  elected  to  the  office  in  1888.  The  abil¬ 
ity  which  he  displayed  in  that  position  caused  him  to  be  reelected  in  1890,  1892, 
and  again  in  1894.  He  resigned  in  1896  because  of  his  election  to  the  office  of 
state  senator  from  the  forty-first  district  comprising  Mitchell,  Worth  and  Win¬ 
nebago  counties.  His  prominence  in  that  connection  led  to  his  selection  for  still 
higher  honors,  for  in  1900  he  was  chosen  state  treasurer  on  the  republican 
ticket,  serving  in  that  position  for  six  years.  He  cast  his  first  presidential  ballot 
in  1884  for  James  G.  Blaine  and  has  since  been  an  active  worker  for  the  party. 
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In  various  minor  offices  he  gave  proof  of  his  loyalty  to  the  public  trust,  serving 
as  city  treasurer  of  Forest  City,  Iowa,  for  ten  years  and  as  secretary  of  the 
board  of  education  for  seven  years.  In  1891  he  was  made  chairman  of  the 
republican  central  committee  of  Winnebago  county  and  so  served  in  1892,  1896 
and  1900.  In  the  latter  year  when  made  the  nominee  of  his  party  for  state 
treasurer  he  was  elected  by  a  majority  of  one  hundred  thousand  and  proved  a 
most  capable  custodian  of  the  funds  of  the  state,  his  administration  of  the  du¬ 
ties  of  the  office  being  characterized  by  the  same  promptness,  dispatch  and  abil¬ 
ity  which  have  marked  his  operations  in  financial  circles  in  behalf  of  individual 
interests. 

Mr.  Gilbertson  is  today  one  of  the  best  known  representatives  of  banking 
interests  in  Iowa.'  In  1895  he  organized  the  Forest  City  National  Bank,  of 
which  he  was  cashier  for  a  number  of  years  and  is  now  its  president.’  In  the 
same  year  he  aided  in  forming  the  Forest  City  Loan  &  Abstract  Company,  of 
which  he  was  chosen  secretary.  Recognizing  and  improving  favorable  oppor¬ 
tunities,  he  has  extended  his  efforts  as  a  banker  into  various  fields.  For  a  num¬ 
ber  of  years  he  was  president  of  the  Buffalo  Central  State  Bank;  was  also  a 
director  of  the  First  National  Bank  of  Thompson;  vice  president  of  the  First 
National  Bank  of  Lake  Mills;  president  of  the  Crystal  Lake  State  Bank;  and 
president  of  the  First  National  Bank  of  Flanley  Falls,  Minnesota.  He  was  like¬ 
wise  proprietor  and  publisher  of  the  Winnebago  Summit  of  Forest  City.  He 
is  now  vice  president  of  the  Iowa  Trust  &  Savings  Bank  of  Des  Moines,  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Interstate  Business  Men’s  Accident  Association  and  president  and 
general  manager  of  the  Northwestern  Land  &  Colonization  Company.  A  few 
years  ago  this  company  purchased  twelve  townships  in  Mercer  county,  North 
Dakota,  comprising  one  hundred  thousand  acres,  and  through  colonization  they 
have  sold  all  but  about  six  thousand  acres,  eighty  per  cent  of  the  settlers  being 
Germans.  This  extensive  business  has  been  almost  entirely  conducted  from  the 
Des  Moines  office  and  the  success  is  due  wholly  to  the  untiring  efforts  and  able 
management  of  Mr.  Gilbertson.  He  is  also  officially  connected  with  other  finan¬ 
cial  institutions  which  place  him  in  a  foremost  position  in  the  moneyed  circles 
of  the  state.  The  intricate  problems  of  finance  find  ready  solution  with  him 
because  of  his  long  experience  in  this  field  and  his  close  study  of  banking 
questions. 

On  the  29th  of  August,  1889,  Mr.  Gilbertson  was  married  to  Miss  Belle  D. 
Whitney,  and  they  have  two  children,  Iva  and  Gladys.  Fraternally  Mr.  Gilbert¬ 
son  is  connected  with  the  Masons,  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  the  Benevolent  and 
Protective  Order  of  Elks  and  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  but 
while  loyal  to  the  teachings  of  those  orders  he  has  concentrated  his  energies 
chiefly  upon  banking  and  political  activity  and  in  both  connections  has  gained 
honor  and  fame.  His  business  record  has  been  marked  by  an  orderly  pro¬ 
gression  which  indicates  the  fact  that  he  has  not  feared  to  venture  where  favor¬ 
ing  opportunity  has  led  the  way.  His  plans  are  carefully  formulated  and 
promptly  executed  and  his  actions  bear  the  impress  of  sound  judgment  and  keen 
business  discrimination. 


HON.  JAMES  ROBERT  HANNA. 

Hon.  James  Robert  Hanna,  who  in  the  spring  of  1910  was  elected  mayor  of 
Des  Moines,  is  classed  with  those  men  who  have  taken  a  stand  on  ‘  the  far 
flung  battle  line”  in  opposition  to  misrule  in  political  affairs  and  in  an  advocacy 
of  the  recently  instituted  and  aggressive  movement  to  make  the  party  serve  the 
people  rather  than  be  the  tool  of  the  few,  and  to  secure  the  adoption  of  measures 
leaning  to  wholesome,  purifying  reforms  in  the  political  management  of  muni- 
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cipal  interests.  His  life  history  is  another  proof  of  the  fact  that  it  is  under 
the  pressure  of  adversity  and  the  stimulus  of  opposition  that  the  strongest  and 
best  in  man  is  brought  out  and  developed.  Years  of  struggle  prefaced  his  suc¬ 
cess  and,  thrown  upon  his  own  resources  at  the  early  age  of  thirteen  years,  he 
has  made  for  himself  an  honored  name  and  become  a  potent  force  in  movements 
promoting  the  general  welfare. 

Mr.  Hanna  was  born  in  Geneseo,  Illinois,  on  the  12th  of  June,  1866,  and 
was  only  four  years  of  age  when  his  parents  removed  to  Colfax,  Jasper  county, 
Iowa.  His  father,  James  Steele  Hanna,  was  bom  in  Ohio  and  at  the  time  of 
the  gold  excitement  in  Colorado  went  to  Pikes  Peak.  Following  the  outbreak 
of  the  Civil  war  he  enlisted  in  the  Union  army  with  the  Fifty-seventh  Illinois 
regiment  and  was  wounded  on  his  way  to  Shiloh,  or  Pittsburg  Landing.  His 
wife,  who  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Hattie  Louisa  Hunt,  was  born  in  Massa¬ 
chusetts  and  traced  her  lineage  directly  back  to  the  Hon.  John  Alden,  who 
married  Priscilla  Mullins.  Their  seventh  child,  Ruth  Alden,  became  the  wife 
of  John  Bass,  and  the  seventh  child  of  that  marriage  was  Sarah  Bass,  who  mar¬ 
ried  Ephraim  Thayer.  Their  thirteenth  child,  James  Thayer,  married  Deborah 
Arnold,  and  the  seventh  of  their  children  was  William  Thayer,  who  wedded 
Sarah  Jones.  Mary  Thayer,  a  daughter  of  that  union,  became  the  wife  of 
Thomas  Hunt,  and  their  eighth  child,  George  Hunt,  married  Charlotte  Belcher 
and  they  became  the  parents  of  Hattie  Louisa  Hunt,  who  was  their  second 
child  and  who  on  reaching  womanhood  gave  her  hand  in  marriage  to  James 
Steele  Hanna.  The  ancestry  of  the  Hanna  family  is  traced  back  to  John  Hanna, 
who  was  born  in  County  Derry,  Ireland,  in  1752,  and  in  1789  married  Elizabeth 
Miller.  Their  seventh  child,  Robert  Hanna,  born  in,  1806,  was  married  in  1833 
to  Priscilla  Hamilton  and  their  fourth  child  was  James  Steele  Hanna.  The 
parents  of  Hon.  James  R.  Hanna  removed  to  Jasper  county,  Iowa,  when  he  was 
four  years  of  age,  and  three  years  later  became  pioneer  residents  of  Pottawat¬ 
tamie  county,  Iowa,  which  was  then  a  wild  prairie  district  in  which  the  work  of 
improvement  and  development  had  scarcely  been  begun. 

The  mother  died  in  1875,  when  her  son  James  R.  was  but  nine  years  of  age. 
leaving  a  family  of  five  children,  of  whom  James  R.  is  the  eldest.  The  father 
had  been  rendered  a  cripple  for  life  by  sharpshooters  while  on  his  way  to 
Pittsburg  Landing  in  the  Civil  war.  He  made  earnest  effort  to  maintain  an 
undivided  household  following  the  death  of  his  wife,  but  financial  losses  com¬ 
pelled  him  to  seek  a  new  home  and  he  went  to  the  cattle  country  of  western 
Nebraska,  remaining  for  some  years  in  that  state. 

About  this  time  James  R.  Hanna  began  earning  his  own  livelihood  when  a 
lad  of  thirteen  years.  He  rode  the  cattle  ranges  of  the  west,  worked  upon 
the  construction  of  railroads  in  western  Iowa,  was  employed  at  farm  labor  and 
did  other  kinds  of  work  in  order  to  provide  for  his  own  support.  His  educa¬ 
tional  privileges  were  extremely  limited  but  he  availed  himself  of  every  oppor¬ 
tunity  for  reading  and  made  such  substantial  advance  in  that  direction  that  when 
an  accident  compelled  him  to  give  up  manual  labor  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years 
he  was  enabled  to  pass  the  examination  that  secured  for  him  a  teacher’s  certifi¬ 
cate  and  for  four  years  thereafter  he  engaged  in  teaching  in  the  country  schools. 
His  work  stimulated  his  ambition  for  further  intellectual  development  and 
with  money  saved  from  his  earnings  he  entered  the  Western  Normal  College 
at  Shenandoah,  Iowa,  where  he  won  his  B.  D.  degree  in  1899  and  that  of  B.  S. 
in  1890.  He  afterward  matriculated  in  Highland  Park  College  at  Des  Moines, 
where  he  was  graduated  B.  A.  in  1892,  while  in  1899  that  school  conferred 
upon  him  the  honorary  degree  of  M.  A.  He  did  special  work  in  Harvard  in 
1893.  Following  his  graduation  from  Highland  Park  College  he  was  offered 
the  chair  of  language  and  literature  in  that  school  and  taught  Greek,  Latin  and 
literature  for  a  number  of  years,  but  finally  centered  his  whole  activities  upon 
English  and  American  literature.  He  was  made  head  of  the  department  of 
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English  in  the  Highland  Park  College  in  1892  and  dean  of  the  liberal  arts  de¬ 
partment  in  1905. 

On  one  occasion  impaired  health  forced  his  retirement  and  thinking  to  be 
benefited  by  outdoor  life  he  took  up  his  abode  upon  his  farm  near  Defiance, 
Iowa.  Three  years  spent  upon  the  farm  completely  restored  him  to 
health,  at  the  end  of  which  time  he  resumed  his  connection  with  the  High¬ 
land  Park  College  and  was  occupying  the  position  of  dean  of  liberal  arts  when 
elected  mayor. 

Upon  deciding  to  enter  the  teaching  profession  Mr.  Hanna  took  an  inventory 
of  stock  within  that  profession  and  decided  that  the  chief  limitation  of  the 
school  man  was  lack  of  touch  with  practical  life.  Still  desiring  to  en¬ 
ter  that  profession  he  determined  to  remedy  this  defect  by  taking  an  active 
interest  in  politics  for  the  betterment  of  government,  and  always  felt  a  re¬ 
sponsibility  to  see  that  his  precinct  went  for  good  officers  and  good  measures 
as  far  as  lay  within  his  power.  He  also  determined  to  keep  in  touch  with  the 
current  of  practical  life  by  having  some  private  business  of  his  own,  and  has 
during  all  this  period  been  interested  in  some  such  business.  During  the  time 
he  was  absent  from  Highland  Park  he  established  on  his  farm  at  Defiance  a 
thoroughbred  stock  business  and  has  been  interested  in  that  line  practically  ever 
since.  Mr.  Hanna  was  chosen  school  director  and  president  of  the  school  board 
at  Defiance,  Iowa,  in  1902.  In  1906  he  was  made  a  trustee  of  the  library  board 
of  the  Des  Moines  public  library  and  continued  in  the  position  until  he  was 
elected  mayor.  His  interest  in  politics  has  been  of  a  practical  character,  prompt¬ 
ing  him  to  put  forth  earnest  effort  for  the  attainment  of  results.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  legislative  committee  of  fifty  that  secured  the  passage  of  the  Des 
Moines  plan  law  in  the  Iowa  legislature  and  served  on  the  executive  committee 
of  nine  that  conducted  the  Des  Moines  plan  campaign  three  years  ago.  He  was 
a  candidate  for  commissioner  at  the  first  election  under  the  new  plan  and  was 
one  of  the  eight  selected  at  the  primary  but  failed  of  election.  He  entered  the 
field  as  a  candidate  for  mayor  in  the  second  election  under  the  commission  form 
of  government  and  was  nominated  by  the  primary,  the  vote  showing  a  lead 
of  seventeen  hundred  votes  for  A.  J.  Mathis,  the  first  mayor  under  the  com¬ 
mission  plan.  During  the  two  weeks  preceding  the  election  Mr.  Hanna  carried 
his  cause  to  the  people  of  every  section  of  the  city.  Standing  alone,  unaided 
by  any  organization,  he  fought  his  own  battle  to  turn  the  tide  of  the  ballots  for 
the  principles  he  held  to  be  right.  Among  other  things  he  advocated  the  estab¬ 
lishment  of  neighborhood  parks  and  playgrounds,  municipal  ownership  of  the 
waterworks,  a  settlement  of  the  differences  between  the  street  railway  company 
and  the  city  upon  a  reasonable  capitalization,  with  the  right  to  purchase  at  the 
end  of  a  specified  number  of  years,  and  a  just  enforcement  of  law.  He  won 
his  fight.  During  the  short  time  he  has  been  at  the  head  of  the  city  adminis¬ 
tration  a  movement  has  been  begun  for  the  establishment  of  neighborhood  parks 
and  playgrounds,  he  has  stood  firmly  for  municipal  ownership  of  the  water¬ 
works  and  it  is  expected  that  when  the  company’s  franchise  expires  next 
spring  some  action  will  be  taken  to  enable  the  city  to  own  the  plant,  and  Mayor 
Hanna  has  bent  every  energy  toward  bringing  about  an  equitable  settlement 
of  the  street  car  franchise  difficulty  and  the  same  doubtless  will  be  satisfactorily 
adjusted  within  a  short  time.  Above  all,  however,  he  has  consistently  stood  for 
a  policy  of  strict  law  enforcement  without  fear  or  favor — a  policy  which  would 
make  Des  Moines  not  only  a  model  city  with  regards  to  its  commission  form 
of  government  but  also  a  city  famed  for  its  moral  cleanliness. 

On  the  14th  of  November,  1895,  at  Marne,  Iowa,  Mr.  Hanna  was  married 
to  Miss  Jessie  Rosaline  Pinney,  a  daughter  of  Harmon  Finney  and  a  native 
of  Ohio,  born  near  Mentor,  in  1873.  In  1877  the  Pinney  family  removed  to 
Mitchellville,  Iowa,  and  five  years  later  to  Shelby  county,  Iowa.  Mrs.  Hanna 
was  graduated  from  the  Highland  Park  College  in  1891  and  taught  in  western 
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Iowa  until  her  marriage.  Unto  them  have  been  born  five  children  but  a  son 
and  daughter  both  died  in  infancy.  Those  living  are :  Robert  Hamilton,  five 
years  of  age;  and  Ruth  and  James  Harmon,  twins,  three  years  old. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hanna  hold  membership  in  the  Unitarian  church  and  he  is 
president  of  its  board  of  trustees.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Prairie  Club 
and  of  the  Highland  Park  Boosters  Club.  He  is  one  of  the  strong  and  forceful 
characters  of  the  city  because  one  of  the  best  polished  of  men.  He  early  recog¬ 
nized  the  fact  that  the  concentration  of  one’s  energies  upon  a  single  line  to 
the  exclusion  of  all  outside  interests  is  detrimental  to  the  best  development, 
and  therefore  chose  the  wiser  way  of  keeping  in  touch  with  the  activities  which 
affect  the  general  interests  of  society,  recognizing  also  that  he  should  have  a 
part  in  the  public  life  and  that  there  are  obligations  as  well  as  privileges  of 
citizenship.  He  has  closely  studied  the  public  need  and  the  analytical  mind 
of  the  teacher  and  the  qualities  of  the  practical  business  man  combine  to  fit  him 
well  for  the  position  of  leadership  to  which  he  has  been  called. 


NEAL  JONES. 

Neal  Jones,  managing  editor  of  the  Des  Moines  Daily  News,  was  born  in 
Cantril,  Iowa,  September  25,  1882,  a  son  of  W.  A.  and  Altha  (Miller)  Jones. 
He  is  a  descendant  in  the  fourth  generation  of  Horatio  Jones,  who  was  born 
May  9,  1781,  in  Prince  George  county,  Maryland,  and  his  wife,  Nancy  (Mc- 
Cannon)  Jones,  who  was  born  July  9,  1783,  in  Frederick  or  Culpeper  county, 
Virginia.  His  grandfather  was  W.  C.  Jones,  who  was  born  July  9,  1809,  in 
Surrey  county,  North  Carolina.  His  marriage  to  Parmelia  A.  Vaughn,  occurred 
in  1831,  after  which,  in  1846,  he  removed  from  Indiana  to  Jefferson  county, 
Iowa,  where  he  reared  his  family  and  died  at  the  venerable  age  of  eighty-nine 
years.  His  father,  W.  A.  Jones,  is  a  physician  and  surgeon,  who  rendered  valu¬ 
able  service  to  his  country  in  a  professional  capacity  during  the  Civil  war.  He 
is  now  living  in  Cantril,  Iowa,  at  the  age  of  seventy-one  years,  while  his  wife 
has  reached  the  age  of  sixty-five  years.  She  is  a  daughter  of  Thomas  Miller, 
who  was  born  and  reared  in  the  town  of  Erie  on  Lake  Erie  and  later  settled  in 
Glasgow,  Jefferson  county,  Iowa,  where  he  followed  farming.  There  he  reared 
his  family  and  died  at  the  age  of  eighty-six.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Jones  had  three  sons 
and  two  daughters:  Willis,  who  died  in  infancy;  Myrtie  A.,  wife  of  W.  W. 
Blanchard,  of  Milton,  Iowa ;  I.  T.  Jones,  who  is  now  a  practitioner  at  the  bar 
of  Des  Moines ;  and  Carrie  A.  residing  at  home. 

Neal  Jones,  the  other  member  of  the  family,  pursued  his  higher  education 
in  the  University  of  Mississippi  at  Oxford,  Mississippi,  and  the  University  of 
Iowa  at  Iowa  City.  During  the  greater  part  of  his  life  his  time  has  been  given 
to  newspaper  work.  His  initial  experience  in  this  field  was  with  the  Cantril 
Leader,  on  which  he  served  as  compositor  from  1892  until  1899.  In  the  latter 
year  he  became  a  compositor  on  the  Memphis  (Missouri)  Independent,  later 
in  the  same  year  going  to  Port  Gibson,  Mississippi,  where  he  was  employed  as 
compositor  for  The  Constitution,  a  weekly  publication,  until  1900.  He  spent 
the  scholastic  year  of  1900-01  as  a  student  in  the  University  of  Mississippi  and 
the  year  1901-02  in  the  University  of  Iowa.  After  leaving  that  school  he  worked 
as  type-setter  and  later  city  editor  of  the  Iowa  City  Citizen,  a  paper  owned  by 
ex-Attorney  General  Milton  J.  Remley.  The  following  year  he  was  city  editor 
of  the  Muscatine  (Iowa)  Evening  Journal,  which  had  just  been  sold  by  the  well 
known  John  Mahin  to  the  A.  W.  Lee  syndicate.  This  covered  operations  of  the 
years  1902  and  1903  and  in  the  latter  year  he  became  reporter  on  the  Register 
and  Leader  and  also  of  the  Capital,  both  Des  Moines  papers.  From  1903  until 
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1907  he  acted  as  city  hall  and  police  reporter,  and  city  editor  of  the  Des  Moines 
News,  and  from  1908  until  1910  was  private  secretary  to  Mayor  A.  J.  Mathis 
and  secretary  of  the  civil  service  commission.  In  April,  1910,  he  wap  elected 
city  clerk,  which  position  he  held  until  accepting  the  managing  editorship  of  the 
Daily  News,  January  1,  1911. 

Elis  editorial  and  reportorial  work  have  brought  him  an  extended  acquaint¬ 
ance,  his  labors  for  municipal  progress  have  also  made  him  widely  known  and 
the  recognition  of  his  ability  and  trustworthiness  on  the  part  of  all  with  whom 
he  has  been  brought  in  contact,  led  to  his  success  as  a  candidate  for  office.  In 
addition  to  his  newspaper  work,  Mr.  Jones  has  and  is  still  contributing  to  cur¬ 
rent  magazines.  He  is  the  owner  of  the  City  Hall,  a  monthly  municipal  govern¬ 
ment  magazine,  published  for  students  of  city  government  and  for  ,  officials, 
and  which  is  also  the  official  organ  of  the  League  of  American  Municipalities,  a 
national  organization  of  city  officials.  This  publication  was  established  about 
twelve  years  ago  and  Mr.  Jones  has  been  owner  thereof  for  two  years. 

The  newspaper  man  has  ample  opportunity  to  learn  the  ins  and  outs  of  poli¬ 
tics  and  the  working  machinery  of  the  party.  Thoroughly  informed  on  the 
questions  of  the  day  and  understanding  the  political  movements  which  actuate 
the  different  organizations,  Mr.  Jones  votes  independently,  supporting  men  and 
measures  rather  than  party  organizations. 

Mr.  Jones  holds  membership  in  the  Church  of  Christ.  He  also  belongs  to 
the  Hyperion  Field  and  Motor  Club,  the  Waveland  Golf  Club  of  Des  Moines 
and  the  Press  Club.  He  is  a  young  man  of  enterprising  spirit,  alive  to  the  issues, 
interests  and  opportunities  of  the  day,  both  for  the  individual  and  of  the  com¬ 
munity,  and  it  is  a  recognized  fact  that  his  efforts  are  becoming  a  potent  influ¬ 
ence  in  molding  the  policy  and  shaping  the  progress  of  Des  Moines. 


albert  McClelland. 


A  representative  of  the  third  generation  of  the  family  in  Polk  county  Albert 
McClelland,  %  of  Camp  township,  worthily  carries  the  name,  and  his  attractive 
farm  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  indicates  his  judgnjent  and  skill  in  a 
vocation  for  which  he  appears  eminently  adapted. 

He  was  born  in  Saylor  township,  October  21,  1867,  and  is  a  son  of  Nathaniel 
and  Weltha  (Clark)  McClelland.  The  father  was  born  in  Maryland  and  the 
mother  in  New  York.  He  came  to  Polk  county,  Iowa,  with  his  parents  at  the 
age  of  nine  years  and  in  the  latter  part  of  his  boyhood  engaged  in  freighting 
from  Keokuk,  which  was  the  principal  supply  point  of  Polk  county  in  the  early 
days.  In  1857  he  bought  a  farm  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  in  Saylor  town¬ 
ship,  upon  which  he  has  ever  since  lived.  Mrs.  McClelland  is  also  living  and  she 
and  her  husband  are  numbered  among  the  honored  residents  of  the  township. 

Albert  McClelland  acquired  his  preliminary  education  in  the  district  schools 
artd  later  became  a  student  of  Iowa  State  College  at  Ames,  graduating  from  that 
institution  in  1889.  Returning  to  Saylor  township  he  rented  land  until  1898, 
when  he  purchased  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  in  Camp  township.  He  has 
improved  his  place  greatly  by  the  erection  of  a  fine  residence,  substantial  bams 
and  other  buildings,  and  is  recognized  as  one  of  the  leading  and  most  progressive 
citizens  of  the  township. 

On  the  31st  of  December,  1890,  Mr.  McClelland  was  married  to  Miss  Josephine 
Wheeler,  a  daughter  of  James  T.  and  Elsie  (Harvey)  Wheeler,  natives  of  Indi¬ 
ana.  The  father  came  to  Iowa  as  a  boy  about  1851  and  located  in  Saylor  town¬ 
ship,  Polk  county,  where  he  enagegd  in  farming.  In  1904  he  retired  and  moved 
to  a  farm  near  Polk  city,  where  he  now  lives,  having  reached  the  age  of  seventy- 
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one  years.  The  mother  is  also  living  and  is  sixty-eight  years  of  age.  Eight  chil¬ 
dren  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  McClelland,  the  eldest  of  whom  is  nine¬ 
teen  and  the  youngest  three  years  of  age,  the  names  of  the  children  being: 
Orville;  William;  Nathaniel;  Dqnny;  James;  Dorothy;  Bessie;  and  Phoebe. 
Nathaniel  died  in  1898,  at  the  age  of  three  years. 

In  politics  Mr.  McClelland  gives  his  allegiance  to  the  democratic  party,  being 
a  progressive  and,  therefore,  not  bound  by  tradition  but  always  open  to  sug¬ 
gestions  as  to  the  most  effective  modern  methods  in  the  science  of  government. 
He  has  served  very  acceptably  as  member  of  the  school  board  and  township 
clerk  and  is  now  filling  the  office  of  township  trustee.  He  is  a  sincere  believer 
in  the  Bible  and  he  and  his  family  are  identified  with  the  Evangelical  church. 
Having  possessed  superior  advantages  of  education  in  his  early  years  he  has 
made  use  of  scientific  methods  in  farming  and  his  success  has  been  marked,  his 
place  being  one  of  the  model  farms  of  the  township.  No  man  in  this  section 
Stands  higher  in  business  and  in  citizenship  and  as  the  head  of  a  happy  and 
promising  family  and  the  center  of  a  large  circle  of  friends  he  enjoys  many 
exceptional  opportunities,  which  he  wisely  uses  for  promoting  the  permanent 
welfare  of  others. 


RALPH  ELLIS  JONES. 

One  of  the  most  enterprising  young  men  of  Des  Moines  is  Ralph  Ellis  Jones, 
proprietor  of  a  flourishing  drug  business,  which  he  has  built  up  by  conscientious 
application.  He  was  born  in  Van  Buren  county,  Iowa,  September  14,  1881,  a 
son  of  Isaac  and  Martha  Evelyn  (Peterson)  Jones.  The  father  was  born  in 
Ohio  May  1,  1840,  and  the  mother  in  1848.  Mr.  Jones,  Sr.,  grew  up  as  a 
farmer  and  about  the  year  i860  came  to  Iowa,  and  to  Polk  county  in  1893,  being 
now  engaged  in  the  real-estate  business  at  Des  Moines.  He  was  a  valiant  soldier 
of  the  war  and  served  in  the  Third  Iowa  Cavalry  during  the  great  rebellion, 
receiving  an  honorable  discharge,  which  will  be  treasured  as  a  precious  heirloom 
in  the  family.  He  justly  ranks  as  one  of  the  substantial  men  of  Des  Moines. 
Of  the  seven  children  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jones  two  are  deceased,  the  re¬ 
mainder  of  the  family  being:  Lute,  the  wife  of  P.  P.  Sullivan,  of  Bridgewater, 
Iowa,  Anna,  now  Mrs.  R.  A.  Nourse,  of  Milwaukee,  Wis. ;  C.  C.,  who 
married  Miss  Maud  McCormick  of  Clemons,  Iowa ;  Mary,  the  wife  of 
A.  C.  Bondurand,  of  Des  Moines;  and  Ralph  E.,  the  subject  of  this  review. 

Ralph  Ellis  Jones  received  his  preliminary  education  in  the  Keosaqua  com¬ 
mon  schools  and  graduated  from  the  Elmwood  high  school  of  Des  Moines  with 
the  class  of  1899.  Having  shown  marked  ability  in  his  studies,  he  became  a 
student  of  Drake  University  and  after  one  year  entered  the  department  of  phar¬ 
macy  in  the  same  institution,  taking  a  year’s  course  as  a  preparation  for  enter¬ 
ing  the  drug  business.  After  leaving  college  he  was  connected  for  three  months 
with  the  drug  store  of  R.  M.  Gibson.  The  next  six  months  were  passed  in  the 
store  of  E.  S.  Veatch,  and  at  the  end  of  this  time  he  entered  the  employ  of  A. 
H.  Miles  with  whom  he  continued  for  three  years.  In  1905,  having  made  care¬ 
ful  preparation  for  his  life  work,  he  purchased  a  drug  store  at  the  corner  of 
Twenty-fifth  and  University  streets  and  has  since  conducted  business  in  that 
place.  He  makes  a  specialty  of  prescriptions,  in  which  he  has  given  great  satis¬ 
faction  to  patrons,  being  entirely  reliable  and  competent.  He  is  a  strong  tem¬ 
perance  man  and  is  proud  of  the  fact  that  he  has  never  sold  a  drop  of  spirituous 
liquor  in  his  store.  He  also  is  justly  proud  of  his  success,  starting  as  he  did  with 
no  financial  assistance  except  the  use  of  his  father’s  name  and  working  his  way 
through  to  ownership  of  the  business  by  his  own  exertions. 
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On  the  22d  day  of  September,  1903,  Mr.  Jones  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Miss  Vida  Stanley,  a  native  of  Monmouth,  Oregon,  and  a  daughter  of  D.  F. 
and  Mary  (Bristow)  Stanley.  Two  daughters  have  brightened  the  home  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Jones:  Louise,  who  was  born  July  24,  1906;  and  Genevieve,  who  was 
born  February  19,  1908. 

Mr.  Jones  has  never  sought  to  figure  in  public  life,  but  has  given  his  alle¬ 
giance  to  the  republican  party.  In  religious  belief  he  is  affiliated  with  the  Chris¬ 
tian  church.  He  is  recognized  as  being  well  qualified  for  the  work  to  which  he 
devotes  his  close  attention  and  in  which  he  is  actuated  by  an  ambition  that  has 
led  to  well-merited  success.  He  fully  deserves  to  be  called  a  self-made  man,  as 
by  his  untiring  energy  and  perseverance  he  has  gained  the  responsible  position 
he  now  occupies  in  the  community. 


LUCIUS  E.  WILSON. 

In  Lucius  E.  Wilson  is  found  an  exponent  of  the  progressive  element  in 
the  citizenship  of  America.  He  stands  as  a  splendid  example  of  that  type  of 
men  who  are  determined  that  advancement  shall  be  conserved  through  individual 
and  coordinated  effort  whether  in  business  or  in  public  life.  Des  Moines  ac¬ 
knowledges  her  indebtedness  to  Mr.  Wilson  for  the  earnest  and  effective  effort 
which  he  made  to  arouse  public  opinion  to  a  sense  of  its  obligations,  responsi¬ 
bilities  and  opportunities  and  to  his  labors  is  due  in  large  measure  the  fact  that 
many  progressive  public  projects  have  been  instituted  in  the  capital  city  in 
recent  years. 

Mr.  Wilson  is  a  native  of  Michigan,  his  birth  having  occurred  in  Pinckney, 
on  the  16th  of  July,  1878.  His  parents  were  Albert  G.  and  Sarah  (Bullis) 
Wilson.  The  father  was  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  while  the  mother  was  born 
in  Michigan  but  is  of  New  York  parentage.  On  the  paternal  side  the  ancestry 
is  traced  to  the  Morris  family,  the  founder  of  which,  Amos  Morris,  settled 
in  the  New  Haven  colony  of  Connecticut  in  1781.  The  name  Wilson  comes 
from  Scotland  and  its  representatives  were  covenanters,  who  came  to  America 
six  generations  ago.  In  the  year  1855  Albert  G.  Wilson  removed  westward 
to  Michigan  in  company  with  his  father,  who  left  Pennsylvania  because  of 
public  opposition  to  his  abolition  tendencies.  He  was  a  friend  of  John  Brown 
and  supported  the  cause  advocated  by  that  apostle  of  human  liberty.  Albert  G. 
Wilson  has  devoted  his  entire  life  to  farming  and  both  he  and  his  wife  occupy 
the  old  homestead  farm  in  Livingston  county,  Michigan,  the  former  at  the  age 
of  sixty-six  years  and  the  latter  at  the  age  of  fifty-eight. 

Spending  his  youthful  days  under  the  parental  roof,  Lucius  E.  Wilson  at¬ 
tended  the  district  schools  until  twelve  years  of  age,  after  which  he  became  a 
student  in  the  high  school  at  Pinckney,  Michigan,  from  which  he  was  graduated 
with  the  class  of  1896.  He  afterward  spent  a  few  months  at  Ferris  Institute 
in  1901,  learning  shorthand,  and  he  had  two  years’  work  in  the  Detroit  College 
of  Law,  attending  its  night  sessions  in  1904  and  I9°5-  Throughout  his  life 
he  has  embraced  every  opportunity  for  extending  his  knowledge  along  lines 
that  develop  one’s  individual  powers  and  talents  and  qualify  one  for  a  broader 
scope  of  activity  in  the  field  of  business.  He  was  engaged  in  teaching  in  the 
country  schools  in  1897  and  1898,  after  which  he  went  upon  the  road  as  a  travel¬ 
ing  salesman  for  a  hardware  manufactory  of  Toledo,  Ohio,  spending  two  years 
in  that  position.  In  1902  he  accepted  a  clerkship  in  the  postoffice  at  Detroit, 
Michigan,  and  in  1904  was  made  secretary  to  the  postmaster  of  Detroit,  which 
position  he  capably  filled  for  two  years.  Throughout  the  entire  period  of  his 
manhood  he  was  making  his  individuality  felt  by  reasons  of  his  faithful  dis¬ 
charge  of  the  duties  that  devolved  upon  him  and  each  forward  step  in  his 
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career  brought  him  a  broader  outlook  and  wider  opportunities.  On  leaving  the 
postoffice  he  was  made  assistant  secretary  of  the  board  of  commerce  of  De¬ 
troit,  which  position  he  filled  in  1906,  and  in  1907  he  became  secretary  to  the 
greater  Des  Moines  committee,  thus  serving  for  three  years.  In  this  connec¬ 
tion  a  local  paper  said :  “Mr.  Wilson  came  to  Des  Moines  four  years  ago  from 
Detroit  at  a  salary  of  thirty-five  hundred  dollars  a  year.  For  the  past  year 
he  has  been  drawing  a  salary  of  five  thousand  dollars  but  salaries  are  only 
indications  as  to  men’s  abilities.  They  are  in  no  sense  a  complete  measurement 
of  the  man.  Lucius  Wilson  has  been  worth  many  times  five  thousand  dollars 
a  year  to  the  city  of  Des  Moines.  As  secretary  of  the  greater  Des  Moines 
committee  he  has  been  the  dynamo  that  has  furnished  the  power  to  the  organ¬ 
ization.  When  asked  what  he  thought  had  been  his  biggest  contribution  to  the 
greater  Des  Moines  committee  he  replied  that  he  thought  the  final  judgment 
would  be  that  he  had  encouraged  the  people  to  think  in  bigger  units.  During 
the  time  that  Mr.  Wilson  has  been  in  Des  Moines  the  public  spirit  has  been 
entirely  reconstructed.  Millions  of  dollars  have  been  raised  for  public  pur¬ 
poses  and  in  all  this  work  Mr.  Wilson  has  been  a  giant.  The  city  of  Des 
Moines  would  be  exceedingly  fortunate  if  they  could  get  his  equal  to  take  up 
the  burden  he  soon  leaves.  However,  the  task  will  be  easier  now  than  it  was 
four  years  ago.  The  new  secretary  will  have  a  united  city  back  of  him.  Mr. 
Wilson’s  career  furnishes  a  splendid  example  for  the  young  men  of  Des  Moines 
and  Iowa.  His  success  has  been  entirely  due  to  his  own  efforts.  He  has  been 
a  traveling  salesman,  a  school  teacher,  and  a  clerk  in  the  Detroit  postoffice.  In  all 
of  his  employment  he  has  done  his  best  and  has  never  had  to  seek  promotion,  but 
has  been  wise  enough  to  deserve  it.  At  all  times  he  has  been  developing  his 
own  personality.”  It  has  been  because  he  has  made  good  use  of  every  oppor¬ 
tunity,  proven  his  worth  in  every  position  and  demonstrated  his  ability  for  still 
larger  undertakings  that  Mr.  Wilson  has  gradually  worked  his  way  upward. 
By  reason  of  his  ability  he  has  recently  been  called  to  the  position  of  secretary 
to  the  Detroit  (Mich.)  Chamber  of  Commerce. 

It  was  in  Detroit,  on  the  19th  of  July,  1905,  that  Mr.  Wilson  was  married 
to  Miss  Lillie  Grace  Pope,  a  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  B.  Pope,  natives 
of  New  York.  Her  mother  passed  away  about  twenty  years  ago  and  the 
father  died  in  February,  1911.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wilson  have  a  little  daughter, 
Dorothy,  who  was  born  in  Des  Moines,  August  19,  1907.  Politically  Mr. 
Wilson  is  a  republican  and  fraternally  a  Mason.  In  Des  Moines  he  holds  mem¬ 
bership  with  the  Grant  Club,  the  Hyperion  Club,  the  Grand  View  Golf  Club 
and  the  Ad  Men’s  Club.  As  secretary  of  the  greater  Des  Moines  committee 
he  was  one  of  the  prime  factors  in  the  city’s  recent  rapid  and  substantial  develop¬ 
ment  and  has  done  much  for  its  commercial  and  industrial  welfare.  With  keen 
mentality  and  marked  capability  and  with  an  enthusiastic  interest  in  his  work 
he  accomplishes  what  he  undertakes,  whether  in  the  field  of  individual  effort  or 
in  arousing  public  sentiment  to  public  needs  and  the  possibility  for  the  promo¬ 
tion  of  municipal  interests. 


JOHN  RUSSELL  BARCROLT. 

The  record  of  John  Russell  Barcroft  constitutes  a  creditable  chapter  in  the 
judicial  history  of  Des  Moines.  It  has  been  said  of  him:  “Pie  stood  in  the  front 
of  the  bar  for  acuteness  and  strength  of  intellect,  for  keen  analysis,  for  incor¬ 
ruptible  honesty  and  individual  worth.”  The  qualities  which  he  manifested  at 
all  times  commanded  for  him  the  respect  not  only  of  the  profession  but  of  the 
entire  public.  His  record  deserves  a  place  upon  the  pages  of  Polk  county’s 
history. 


JOHN  R.  BARCROFT 
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Mr.  Barcroft  was  born  May  13,  1824,  at  Cadiz,  Ohio.  His  father,  who  served 
as  a  soldier  in  the  war  of  1812,  was  connected  with  the  celebrated  Lee  family 
of  Virginia  After  attending  the  common  schools  John  Russell  Barcroft  began 
teaching  at ’the  age  of  fourteen  and  utilized  the  hours  which  are  usually  termed 
leisure  for  the  study  of  law  in  the  office  and  under  the  direction  of  John  A. 
Bingham  He  also  attended  the  Ohio  University  at  Athens  in  further  PrePa^aJ 
tion  for  the  bar,  to  which  he  secured  admission  at  Marietta,  Ohio,  on  the  26th 
of  March,  1847.  He  then  moved  to  Millersburg,  Ohio,  where  he  located  for 
practice  following  the  profession  until  1864,  when  he  went  to  Oskaloosa,  Iowa. 
The  next  year  he  became  a  resident  of  Des  Moines,  where  he  spent  his  remain- 
in-  days  as  an  active  member  of  the  legal  fraternity.  He  won  almost  immediate 
recognition  as  a  strong  and  able  lawyer  and  was  at  different  times  associated 
with  Polk  &  Hubbell,  C.  H.  Gatch,  Josiah  Given  and  James  M.  McCaughan 
After  the  death  of  Mr.  McCaughan,  in  June,  1900,  Mr.  Barcroft  continued 

alone  in  practice  until  his  death  on  the  20th  of  January,  1901. 

Mr.  Barcroft’s  marriage  had  been  celebrated  almost  a  half  century  before. 
On  the  4th  of  June,  1852,  he  wedded  Miss  Susan  F.  Ankeny,  a  lady  of  rare  at¬ 
tainments  and  a  representative  of  one  of  the  most  prominent  of  Des  Monies 
families.  Mrs.  Barcroft  and  four  children,  Mrs.  George  E.  King  Mrs  Hattie 
L.  McCaughan,  Russell  A.  Barcroft  and  Joseph  K.  Barcroft,  all  of  Des  Moines, 

survive  the  husband  and  father.'  ...  - 

At  the  time  of  his  death  Mr.  Barcroft  was  the  oldest  practicing  lawyer  ot 

Polk  county,  where  he  had  been  a  notable  figure  for  a  third  of  a  century  ± 
contemporary  biographer  has  said:  “He  was  a  lawyer  of  the  old  schoo  ,  o 
courteous  manners,  of  kindly  disposition  and  of  high  intellectual  attainments. 
He  retained  through  all  the  years  the  respect  and  admiration  of  those  who 
knew  him.  He  was  engaged  in  many  important  causes,  was  a  keen  debater  and 
delighted  in  the  argument  of  abstract  legal  propositions.  To  him  the  lega^  pro¬ 
fession  was  an  arena  for  usefulness  and  he  used  it  to  promote  the  rights  of  man 
and  universal  justice.  He  won  the  higher  success  that  comes  to  those  who  live 
above  the  clamor  of  passion  and  the  demands  of  Mammon.  He  was  not  a  mem 
her  of  any  church  or  secret  order  and  did  not  largely  engage  in  politCb,  except 
as  a  citizen  discharging  his  duty  towards  the  public.  The  soul  of  honor,  alive 
to  every  obligation  of  citizenship,  he  discharged  the  duties  of  hie  and  his  pro 
fession  fearlessly  and  with  strictest  integrity.” 


WALTER  T.  McNERNEY. 

The  success  of  sons  of  Erin  in  America  redounds  in  the  highest  degree  to 
their  credit  and  has  demonstrated  that  nowhere  else  in  the  world  may  ambitious 
youn—  men  find  such  opportunities  for  advancement  as  aie  piesented  in  the  re 
public.  The  career  of  Walter  T.  McNerney,  assistant  secretary  of  the  Brown- 
Camp  Hardware  Company  of  Des  Moines,  is  an  evidence  of  the  truth  of  the 
above  statement.  He  was  born  in  the  city  of  Dublin,  October  27,  1878,  a  son 
of  Joshua  and  Sarah  (Jackson)  McNerney.  The  father  was  born  in  1836  and 

was  a  stock  broker. 

Walter  T.  McNerney  was  educated  at  Dublin,  completing  his  school  training 
at  St.  Mary’s  College.  After  leaving  college  he  turned  his  attention  to  archi¬ 
tecture,  which  he  studied  for  two  years,  at  the  end  of  which  time  he  decided  that 
America  presented  more  favorable  opportunities  than  he  could  expect  to  find 
in  his  native  country.  Accordingly,  in  1899*  he  crossed  the  ocean,  coming  west 
to  St.  Joseph,  Missouri,  where  for  three  years  he  was  identified  with  the  Wyeth 
Hardware  Company.  Being  attracted  to  Des  Moines,  he  entered  the  employ 
of  the  Brown-Hurley  Hardware  Company  August  15,  1902.  Beginning  as 
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stock  clerk,  he  has  advanced  through  various  departments  until  he  is  at  the  pres¬ 
ent  time  assistant  secretary  of  the  company  and  buyer. 

On  the  20th  of  October,  1902,  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Julia  V.  Kender- 
dine,  whose  father  was  major  of  the  Seventeenth  Iowa  Volunteers  at  the  time 
of  the  Civil  war.  He  served  through  the  entire  rebellion,  being  the  only  one  of 
the  original  officers  of  the  regiment  surviving  at  the  time  the  organization  was 
mustered  out  of  service.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  McNerney  one  child,  Jack,  has  been 
born.  He  is  now  four  years  old.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  McNerney  are  active  factors 
in  the  social  life  of  the  city,  he  being  a  member  of  the  Grant  Club  and  of  the 
Waveland  Golf  Club.  Politically  he  gives  his  allegiance  to  the  republican  party 
and  his  religious  faith  is  indicated  by  membership  in  the  Episcopal  church.  A 
representative  of  the  younger  element  of  business  men,  he  is  active,  energetic  and 
thoroughly  wide  awake.  Judged  by  what  he  has  already  accomplished  in  the  land 
of  his  adoption,  his  friends  prophesy  for  him  a  brilliant  future. 


JOHN  FISHER. 

During  the  course  of  a  long  career  John  Fisher,  for  more  than  sixty  years 
a  resident  of  Iowa,  has  witnessed  many  remarkable  changes  in  the  west.  His 
mind  carries  him  back  to  the  pioneer  times  before  the  Civil  war  and  the 
great  excitement  that  followed  the  discovery  of  gold  at  Pikes  Peak.  Later  he 
noted  the  incoming  of  settlers  from  other  states  and  from  Europe  and  the 

transformation  that  has  made  Iowa  one  of  the  richest  commonwealths  of  the 

Union.  For  seven  years  past  he  has  lived  in  Valley  Junction  and,  although 
he  has  now  reached  the  age  of  seventy-six  years,  he  takes  an  active  interest 
in  business  affairs.  He  is  a  native  of  Indiana  and  was  born  January  7,  1835, 

the  son  of  Nathan  and  Nancy  (Kilbourn)  Fisher,  the  former  of  whom  was 

born  in  Virginia  and  the  latter  in  Kentucky.  The  father  came  to  Iowa  in  1849 
and  located  on  a  farm  at  Oskaloosa.  Pie  died  in  1850,  the  mother  having  been 
called  away  in  Indiana  in  1838. 

John  Fisher  received  his  early  education  in  the  district  schools  and  re¬ 
mained  with  his  father  until  the  death  of  the  latter,  the  son  being  then  only 
fifteen  years  of  age.  He  began  his  active  career  as  a  teamster,  continuing  until 
1857,  when  he  entered  the  mercantile  business  in  Jasper  county,  Iowa.  In 
about  a  year,  however,  this  venture  proved  disastrous  and,  being  attracted  by 
the  gold  excitement,  he  crossed  the  plains  to  the  Rocky  Mountains  and  worked 
in  a  sawmill  and  also  in  the  mines.  However,  he  did  not  take  kindly  to  gold 
mining  as  an  occupation  and  he  returned  to  Iowa  after  an  absence  of  about  a 
year  and  engaged  in  teaming  in  Polk  county  for  four  years.  He  then  bought 
a  farm  of  two  hundred  and  thirty  acres,  which  he  began  industriously  to  clear 
and  improve.  He  also  engaged  in  the  grain  business,  continuing  in  both  occu¬ 
pations  until  1894,  when  he  was  elected  county  supervisor  and  moved  to  Valley 
Junction,  where  he  has  since  made  his  home  in  a  beautiful  residence  at  No.  250 
Seventh  street.  For  six  years  he  served  faithfully  in  the  office  of  supervisor 
and  he  has  also  served  as  justice  of  the  peace  for  ten  years  and  as  trustee  of 
the  township.  At  the  present  time  he  is  secretary  of  the  New  Valley  Junction 
Water  &  Light  Company.  A  man  of  resourceful  business  ability,  he  has  found 
in  the  course  of  his  active  career  ample  room  for  the  exercise  of  his  talents, 
which  have  brought  him  well  merited  rewards. 

On  the  19th  day  of  October,  1856,  Mr.  Fisher  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Miss  Rebecca  Parker,  a  daughter  of  Pleasant  and  Sarah  (Lang)  Parker,  both 
of  whom  were  natives  of  Virginia.  The  father  came  to  Iowa  in  1846  and  en¬ 
gaged  in  farming  near  Oskaloosa.  He  died  in  1897,  his  wife  having  oassed 
away  seven  years  earlier.  Four  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Airs.  Fisher, 
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namely:  Dora,  who  is  the  wife  of  George  Clegg  and  lives  on  her  father  s  farm , 
Ida,  the  wife  of  Elias  Dressier  and  who  lives  in  Des  Moines ;  Albert  B.  and 
Elmer  B.,  twins,  the  latter  of  whom  is  living  at  Tipton,  Oklahoma.  Albert  B. 

was  killed  by  a  fall  from  a  ladder  in  1909.  c 

Mr.  Fisher  and  his  wife  have  traveled  life’s  journey  together  for  hfty-hve 
years  and  have  many  friends  in  Polk  county  who  have  been  attracted  by  their 
genial  and  unselfish  qualities.  They  are  both  stanch  supporters  of  the  Meth¬ 
odist  church.  He  gives  his  support  to  the  democratic  party  and  fraternally  is 
identified  with  the  Odd  Fellows,  with  whose  teachings  of  brotherhood  he  is  in 
complete  sympathy.  Having  been  governed  through  life  by  principles  of  honor 
and  justice  he  is  greatly  respected  wherever  his  name  is  known. 


WILLIAM  DONALD  EVANS. 

Although  one  of  the  younger  representatives  of  the  Des  Moines  bar,  com¬ 
parative  youth  does  not  seem  to  prove  an  obstacle  to  progress  in  the  career  of 
William  Donald  Evans,  who  since  February,  1909,  has  practiced  as  a  member 
of  the  firm  of  Carr,  Carr  &  Evans  in  Des  Moines.  Fully  recognizing  the  fact 
that  advancement  in  the  law  depends  upon  individual  merit  and.  ability,  he  is 
applying  himself  closely  to  the  duties  that  devolve  upon  him  in  his  professional 
connection  and  his  thorough  preparation  of  his  cases,  combined  with  strong 
and  incisive  argument  in  the  presentation  of  his  causes  have  given  him  place 
among  the  stronger  representatives  of  the  younger  element  of  the  Des  Moines 

bcir 

William  D.  Evans  was  born  in  Hampton,  Iowa,  July  2,  1882  his  parents 
being  Judge  William  D.  and  Julia  (Stark)  Evans,  the  former  a  distinguished 
member  of  the  Iowa  supreme  court.  Liberal  educational  advantages  were  ac¬ 
corded  the  son  and  after  attending  the  Iowa  College  at  Gnnnell,  from  which 
he  was  graduated  in  1903,  he  entered  Drake  University  and  completed  the 
course  of  the  college  of  law  in  1907.  In  the  meantime  he  engaged  m  teaching 
in  the  East  High  School  in  Des  Moines  but  regarded  this  merely  as  an  initial 
step  to  other  professional  labor.  He  began,  the  practice  of  law  in  Hampton, 
Iowa,  in  July,  1907,  and  came  to  Des  Moines  in  November,  190K  In  the 
following  February  he  was  admitted  to  the  firm  of  Carr,  Carr  &  Evans  and 
has  since  practiced  in  this  connection.  The  firm  has  an  extensive  clientage, 
being  connected  with  much  of  the  important  litigation  that  appears  in  the  courts 

of  Des  Moines.  _  A  „ 

Mr.  Evans  was  married  in  the  capital  city,  October  24,  19 07,  o  iss  n 

L.  Hooley,  a  daughter  of  J.  L.  and  Charlotte  L.  Hooley,  of  Milwaukee,  Wis¬ 
consin.  Mr.  Evans  votes  with  the  republican  party  but  is  not  an  active  worker 
in  its  ranks.  He  holds  membership  with  the  Knights,  of  Pythias,  with  the 
Hyperion  Field  Club  and  the  Grant  Club  and  his  social  qualities  make  him 
popular  in  the  different  organizations  with  which  he  is  connected. 


ERNEST  SARGENT  OLMSTED. 

The  story  of  a  successful  life  is  always  inspiring,  for  a  successful  career 
involves  the  meeting  and  conquest  of  difficulties,  and  it  is  this  conquest  whic  1 
strengthens  the  judgment,  develops  the  character  and  prepares  the  way  as  the 
vears  pass  for  larger  responsibilities.  It  was  through  years  of  unfaltering  in¬ 
dustry,  of  close  application  and  of  earnest  endeavor  that  Ernest  Sargent  Olm¬ 
sted  was  able  to  forge  his  way  upward  from  a  humble  capacity  to  the  position 
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of  superintendent  of  one  of  the  extensive  and  important  enterprises  of  Des 
Moines.  He  also  has  a  most  interesting  and  honorable  military  record,  haying 
served  his  country  in  various  capacities  for  a  number  of  years,  and  in  that  direc¬ 
tion  he  added  new  laurels  to  a  name  which  already  stood  for  excellent  achieve¬ 
ment  in  the  military  field. 

Mr.  Olmsted  was  born  in  Fort  Douglas,  Utah,  on  the  30th  of  .November,  1873, 
and  is  a  son  of  Major  Jerauld  A.  and  Abbie  (Bailey)  Olmsted,  natives  of  New 
York  and  Vermont  respectively.  The  father,  who  was  born  in  Wyoming  county 
on  the  28th  of  July,  1846,  is  a  son  of  Hamden  and  Fanny  (Sprague)  Olmsted, 
natives  of  the  Empire  state.  He  acquired  his  preliminary  education  in  the  dis¬ 
trict  schools  of  New  York  and  later  attended  the  Wyoming  Academy.  Upon  his 
completion  of  the  course  at  that  institution  he  entered  West  Point  Military 
Academy  in  1866  and  was  graduated  therefrom  in  1870,  at  which  time  he  was 
assigned  to  the  Fourth  United  States  Cavalry,  stationed  in  Texas. 

In  the  fall  of  that  year  he  was  ordered  to  the  field  and  for  three  years  was 
engaged  in '  Indian  warfare,  being  on  duty  during  both  winter  and  summer 
months.  During  this  service  he  froze  both  feet.  He  was  next  transferred  to  the 
Thirteenth  Infantry,  then  stationed  in  Wyoming,  and  in  1874  he  was  ordered 
from  that  place  to  New  Orleans  on  reconstruction  duty,  remaining  in  the  latter 
city  for  six  years,  or  until  the  year  1880.  During  that  period  he  served  as  regi¬ 
mental  quartermaster  and  a  part  of  the  time  as  depot  quartermaster  in  the  city 
of  New  Orleans.  In  June,  1880,  the  regiment  was  ordered  to  New  Mexico 
and  there  Mr.  Olmsted  was  appointed  a  member  of  the  staff  of  the  general  in 
command  with  the  rank  of  inspecting  officer.  A  few  months  later  he  was  trans¬ 
ferred  to  the  Ninth  Cavalry,  which  was  then  stationed  at  Fort  Wingate,  New 
Mexico,  and  was  immediately  sent  into  the  field  to  quell  the  Indians,  who  at 
that  time  were  giving  considerable  trouble.  A  few  months  later  he  went  with  his 
regiment  to  Fort  Riley,  Kansas,  where  he  remained  three  years.  He  was  there 
made  regimental  quartermaster  of  his  regiment  which,  at  the  end  of  the  three 
years,  was  assigned  to  Fort  McKinney,  Wyoming,  where  one  year  was  spent. 
They  were  next  ordered  to  Fort  Duchesne,  Utah,  and  they  were  there  stationed 
until  1886,  when  they  returned  to  Wyoming,  taking  up  quarters  at  Fort  Wash¬ 
akie.  Three  years  later  they  went  to  Fort  Robinson,  Nebraska,  and  in  the  fol¬ 
lowing  year — 1892 — Mr.  Olmsted  was  ordered  to  New  York  city  on  recruiting 
service,  where  he  remained  until  1894.  He  then  returned  to  Fort  Robinson  and 
later  went  to  Pine  Ridge  agency,  South  Dakota,  where  he  was  made  inspector 
of  Indian  supplies.  He  occupied  this  position  for  two  years,  after  which  he  was 
ordered  to  Iowa  to  serve  on  duty  with  the  National  Guard. 

In  1898  he  was  appointed  mustering  in  and  mustering  out  officer  at  Des 
Moines  during  the  time  of  the  Spanish-American  war.  He  was  put  on  the  re¬ 
tired  list  October  16,  1898,  and  in  the  following  year  became  inspector  general 
of  Iowa.  In  1900  he  was  placed  on  duty  at  the  State  Normal  School  at  Cedar 
Falls,  Iowa,  in  charge  of  the  military  department,  and  three  years  later  was 
ordered  back  to  duty  with  the  National  Guard.  He  has  since  been  stationed  in 
Des  Moines,  making  his  home  at  2809  Rutland  avenue,  where  his  wife  is  also 
still  living  and  enjoying  excellent  health.  For  more  than  forty  years  his  life 
was  the  life  of  the  military  post  and  during  that  period  he  served  in  various 
capacities  in  twenty-two  different  states.  Such  in  brief  is  the  record  of  one 
whose  entire  life  has  been  given  to  the  service  of  his  country,  responding  readily 
to  every  call  to  duty  and  serving  loyally  and  fearlessly  in  every  instance — a 
record  which  does  him  much  credit  and  of  which  his  country  may  well  be  proud. 

The  career  of  Ernest  Sargent  Olmsted,  who  has  proven  himself  a  worthy  son 
of  an  honored  father,  has  been  equally  active  and  interesting.  In  early  child¬ 
hood  he  attended  the  kindergarten  at  New  Orleans,  while  his  father  was  sta¬ 
tioned  in  that  city,  and  later  he  became  a  pupil  in  the  public  schools  of  San 
Francisco,  California,  and  completed  his  preliminary  study  by  graduation  from 
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the  hDh  school  of  Des  Moines.  Attracted  toward  military  life,  he  became  an 
applicant  for  West  Point  and  in  1891  was  appointed  alternate,  with  Major 
Charles  Saltzman  of  Des  Moines,  as  principal  candidate.  Both  successfully 
passed  the  required  entrance  examination,  but  as  there  was  no  opening  at  West 
Point  at  that  time  Mr.  Olmsted  went  immediately  to  Amherst  College,  Amherst, 
Massachusetts,  and  remained  a  student  in  that  institution  until  twenty-one  years 
of  age  Then,  on  the  30th  of  July,  1895,  he  enlisted  as  a  soldier  in  the  Second 
United  States  Cavalry,  Troop  E,  and  in  January  of  the  following  year  became 
lance  corporal,  and  from  time  to  time  other  promotions  came  to  him.  On  the  28th 
of  March,  1896,  he  was  appointed  corporal  and  on  the  12th  of  December  of  the 
same  year  the  rank  of  sergeant  was  bestowed  upon  him.  During  his  service  he 
qualified  as  marksman  in  1896  and  as  sharpshooter  in  1897*  and  throughout  this 
period  was  stationed  in  the  following  states:  Nebraska;  Arizona,  New  Mexico-, 
Chickamauga  Park,  Tennessee;  Jacksonville,  Floiida;  and  Savannah,  Georgia. 
On  the  5th  of  May,  1898,  he  was  discharged,  with  a  record  of  excellent  char¬ 
acter,  on  the  request  of  Governor  Leslie  INI.  Shaw  in  oidei  that,  on  the  14th  of 
that  month,  he  might  be  mustered  into  the  Forty-ninth  Iowa  Volunteer  Infantry 
with  the  rank  of  battalion  adjutant.  In  this  capacity  he  served  with  his. regiment 
throughout  the  Spanish-American  war,  and  then,  at  the  close  of  hostilities,  on 
account  of  his  wife’s  health,  he  resigned  from  military  circles  after  a  most 
creditable  and  valuable  service. 

On  his  return  to  civil  life  Mr.  Olmsted  took  up  his  residence  in  Des  .Moines 
and  entered  the  business  circles  of  this  city  in  connection  with  the  Chicago  & 
Great  Western  Railroad  Company  in  January,  1899.  His  first  position  was  that 
of  collector,  but,  being  actuated  by  a  spirit  of  ambition  and  enterprise  that  would 
not  allow  him  to  remain  at  the  bottom  of  the  ladder,  he  applied  himself  with 
such  determination  and  performed  his  duties  with  such  efficiency  and  satisfaction 
that  within  two  years  he  had  passed  through  several  of  the  minor  offices  and  by 
continued  promotions  eventually  became  assistant  agent  at  Waterloo,  Iowa.  He 
remained  in  that  capacity  for  nine  months,  at  the  end  of  which  time,  being  urged 
by  his  friends  to  leave  the  railroad  business,  he  severed  his  connection  with  the 
Chicago  &  Great  Western  and  accepted  a  position  as  manager  of  a  large  coal 
jobbing  company,  with  headquarters  in  Des  Moines.  He  occupied  that  position 
for  about  a  year,  and  then  became  identified  with  the  Merchants  Transfer  & 
Storage  Company,  of  this  city,  who  had  been  seeking  his  services  for  more  than 
two  years.  His  first  position  with  that  concern  was  that  of  manager  of  one  of 
their  large  warehouses,  in  which  capacity  he  served  for  about  a  year,  when  he 
was  made  assistant  credit  manager  and  thus  served  for  about  three  years,  at  the 
end  of  which  time  the  business  was  incorporated  and  its  capital  increased  from 
ten  thousand  to  thirty  thousand  dollars.  At  that  time  Mr.  Olmsted  became  a 
stockholder  in  the  company  and  was  appointed  to  a  position  in  the  president’s 
office.  On  the  1st  of  October,  1910,  the  Merchants  Transfer  &  Storage  Com¬ 
pany  and  the  Des  Moines  Transfer  Company  were  consolidated,  with  an  in¬ 
creased  capitalization  of  fifty  thousand  dollars,  and  Mr.  Olmsted  became  super¬ 
intendent  of  the  entire  business,  including  the  warehouse  as  well  as  the  operative 
departments,  and  which  position  he  is  today  occupying.  Such  a  record  tells  its  own 
story  of  indefatigable  energy  and  determination,  of  untiring  effort  and  faith¬ 
fulness  to  duty,  of  a  trust  reposed  and  a  faith  unbroken.  Each  change  in  his 
position  has  marked  an  upward  step  in  an  orderly  progression  which  has  brought 
him  from  a  humble  position  to  one  of  importance  in  business  circles,  and  to¬ 
day  the  city  of  Des  Moines  numbers  him  among  its  most  progressive  and  sub¬ 
stantial  business  men. 

It  was  on  the  23d  of  June,  1898,  that  Mr.  Olmsted  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Miss  Alice  Lockwood,  of  Newark,  New  Jersey,  a  daughter  of  George  and 
Alida  Lockwood,  natives  of  New  York  and  Germany  respectively.  Her  father, 
who  was  a  mining  expert,  to  which  business  he  devoted  his  entire  life,  was  a 


60 


CITY  OF  DES  MOINES  AND  POLK  COUNTY 


graduate  of  the  School  of  Mines  at  Freiburg,  Germany,  and  for  a  time  had 
charge  of  the  largest  smelter  at  Salt  Lake  City.  Later  he  went  to  Leadville, 
Colorado,  where  he  accepted  a  position  as  manager  of  Silver  Wave  mine,  and 
subsequently  went  to  South  America  to  inspect  some  mines  there.  While  in  that 
country  he  contracted  fever  which  caused  his  death  on  the  ist  of  March,  1883. 
His  wife  survived  until  the  23d  of  March,  1898.  With  the  passing  of  the  years 
the  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Olmsted  was  blessed  with  four  children,  as  follows : 
Jerauld  Lockwood,  born  February  17,  1900;  George  Hamden,  born  March  18, 
*1901;  Jennie  Alida,  born  December  7,  1902;  and  Frederick  Linton,  born  Au¬ 
gust  5,  1905.  _  . 

Mr.  Olmsted’s  political  views  are  indicated  by  the  fact  that  for  a  time  he 
served  as  secretary  of  the  Grant  Club,  but  was  compelled  to  resign  this  position 
on  account  of  the  heavy  demands  made  upon  his  time  by  business  affairs.  He 
also  for  a  time  filled  the  office  of  secretary  of  the  Manufacturers  and  Imple¬ 
ment  Dealeis  Association,  of  which  organization  he  is  now  the  president — a 
fact  which  clearly  indicates  the  position  he  occupies  in  the  business  circles  of 
Des  Moines.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Spanish-American  War  Veterans,  and  is 
now  senior  vice  commander  of  Lawton  Camp,  No.  2.  His  religious  faith  is 
that  of  the  Universalist  church  while  his  wife  holds  membership  in  the  Epis¬ 
copal  church.  Their  home  is  a  beautiful  residence  at  2801  Rutland  avenue, 
Des  Moines,  which  is  the  property  of  Mr.  Olmsted,  and  they  also  have  a  de¬ 
lightful  summer  home  at  Clear  Lake,  Iowa.  The  record  of  Mr.  Olmsted  is  one 
of  interest  as  showing  what  may  be  accomplished  by  one  who  has  not  hesitated 
to  venture  where  favoring  opportunity  leads,  and  who  by  the  wise  utilization  of 
natural  talents  has  progressed  far  on  the  highway  to  success.  He  has  won  his 
prosperity,  however,  along  legitimate  lines  of  business  and  his  course  is  another 
illustration  of  the  fact  that  success  and  an  honored  name  may  be  won  simul¬ 
taneously. 


GARDNER  APPLETON  HUNTOON,  M.  D. 

Success  has  attended  Dr.  Gardner  Appleton  Huntoon  from  the  very  begin¬ 
ning  of  his  professional  career,  and  today  he  is  one  of  the  highly  honored  physi¬ 
cians  of  Des  Moines.  This  position  he  has  gained  by  earnest  and  conscientious 
effort  and  the  exercise  of  abilities  of  a  high  order  that  have  won  him  the  con¬ 
fidence  of  the  community  and  of  his  brother  practitioners.  Born  at  Atlantic, 
Cass  county,  Iowa,  October  6,  1874,  he  is  a  son  of  Herman  M.  and  Harriet 
(Copeland)  Huntoon,  the  latter  of  whom  was  born  at  Acworth,  New  Hamp¬ 
shire,  March  23,  1855.  The  father  was  a  native  of  Unity,  New  Hampshire,  and 
was  born  February  21,  1852.  He  is  at  this  time  superintendent  of  the  Farmers 
Mutual  Telephone  Company  in  this  state.  One  of  the  ancestors  of  the  family 
married  a  granddaughter  of  John  and  Priscilla  Alden.  Six  children  constituted 
the  family  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Huntoon,  five  of  whom  are  now  living:  Gardner 
Appleton,  the  subject  of  this  review;  Gertrude,  now  the  wife  of  Dr.  Leslie  M. 
Nourse,  of  Des  Moines;  Edna,  of  Denver,  Colorado;  Harold,  and  Raymond. 

Having  received  his  early  education  in  the  public  schools  of  Des  Moines, 
Gardner  Appleton  Huntoon  entered  the  East  high  school,  from  which  he  was 
graduated  with  the  class  of  1892.  As  he  had  decided  upon  a  professional  career 
he  matriculated  in  the  State  University  at  Iowa  City  and  was  graduated  from 
the  College  of  Homeopathic  Medicine  with  the  degree  of  M.  D.  in  1896.  After 
leaving  college  he  at  once  began  the  practice  of  his  profession  at  University 
place,  where  he  has  since  continued,  enjoying  a  large  and  increasing  patronage 
as  the  years  have  advanced.  He  is  a  constant  student  and  keeps  well  abreast 
of  the  latest  discoveries  in  a  profession  that  has  witnessed  great  changes  during 
the  last  quarter  of  a  century.  Always  an  active  worker  in  whatever  he  under- 
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takes,  he  holds  membership  in  the  Des  Moines  Homeopathic  Medical  Society, 
has  been  secretary  of  the  Hahnemann  State  Medical  Society  for  the  past  five 
years,  and  is  the  editor  and  business  manager  of  the  Iowa  Homeopathic  Journal 
the  official  organ  of  the  Iowa  and  Nebraska  State  Homeopathic  Medical  So¬ 
cieties.  He  is  also  vice  president  of  the  obstetrical  section  of  the  American 
Institute  of  Homeopathy,  and  on  May  i,  1911,  was  appointed  a  member  of  the 
state  board  of  health  for  the  seventh  district  for  a  term  of  seven  years. 

On  the  2d  of  September,  1896,  Dr.  Huntoon  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Hattie  Gesberg,  a  native  of  Iowa  City,  Iowa,  and  a  daughter  of  Bernard  and 
Elizabeth  (Weber)  Gesberg.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Huntoon  are  the  parents  of  two 
children:  Eloise,  who  was  born  October  8,  1897;  and  Royal,  who  was  born 
January  17,  1901.  Dr.  Huntoon  gives  his  support  to  the  republican  party,  and 
fraternally  is  identified  with  the  Masonic  order,  the  Odd  Fellows,  Knights  of 
the  Maccabees,  the  Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen,  the  Brotherhood  of 
American  Yeomen,  the  Degree  of  Honor  and  Court  of  Honor.  He  is  an  earnest 
member  of  the  Christian  church  and  has  devoted  much  attention  to  Sunday 
school  work,  being  now  superintendent  of  the  largest  Sunday  school  in  the 
United  States  west  of  the  state  of  Ohio.  He  has  rare  social  qualities  and, 
as  is  indicated  by  his  many  activities,  is  fully  alive  to  the  obligations  he  owes 
to  his  fellowmen.  By  conscientious  service  in*  his  chosen  profession  he  has 
gained  just  recognition  as  one  of  the  most  successful  practitioners  in  Polk  county. 


LEWIS  GRAVES. 

Lewis  Graves,  who  has  devoted  his  entire  life  to  agricultural  pursuits,  in 
which  direction  he  has  met  with  most  gratifying  success,  was  born  in  Indiana 
on  the  15th  of  June,  1838,  a  son  of  Joel  and  Nancy  (Brookshire)  Graves.  The 
parents  were  natives  of  South  Carolina  and  at  a  very  early  day  came  to  Iowa, 
being  numbered  among  the  pioneer  settlers  of  this  state.  The  family  home  was 
established  in  Madison  county,  where  the  father  entered  land  and  opened  up  a 
farm.  With  the  passing  of  the  years  he  brought  his  farm  under  an  excellent 
state  of  cultivation  and  continued  in  its  development  and  improvement  until  the 
time  of  his  death,  which  occurred  June  10,  1900.  For  eight  years  he  had  sur¬ 
vived  his  wife,  who  passed  away  in  September,  1892. 

In  Indiana  and  Iowa  Lewis  Graves  spent  the  period  of  his  boyhood  and 
youth,  and  in  the  latter  state  acquired  his  education,  being  a  pupil  of  the  dis¬ 
trict  schools  of  Madison  county.  In  addition  to  the  development  of  his  mental 
capacities  he  also  received  thorough  training  in  the  work  of  the  farm,  early 
becoming  familiar  with  the  tasks  that  fall  to  the  lot  of  the  country  lad.  As 
time  passed  and  his  strength  increased  he  undertook  greater  responsibilities  and 
the  practical  experience  which  thus  came  to  him  made  Ins  services  of  value  in 
the  operation  of  the  home  farm,  in  the  cultivation  of  which  he  continued  to 
assist  his  father  until  he  was  thirty-five  years  of  age.  Fie  then  took  up  farm¬ 
ing  independently  on  a  rented  place,  which  he  continued  to  operate  for  some 
time,  and  then  purchased  forty  acres  of  land  in  Bloomfield  township.  With 
characteristic  energy  he  at  once  turned  his  attention  to  its  development  and 
cultivation  and  in  the  course  of  time  made  of  it  a  valuable  property,  well  im¬ 
proved,  with  a  fine  house  and  substantial  barns  and  outbuildings,  and  equipped 
with  all  of  the  modern  accessories  necessary  for  facilitating  farm  labor.  In 
the  conduct  of  his  agricultural  pursuits  he  is  meeting  with  most  gratifying  suc¬ 
cess  for  his  methods  have  been  progressive,  his  business  insight  keen,  and  with 
indefatigable  energy  he  has  combined  an  aptitude  for  successful  management 
which  brings  about  desired  results.  Aside  from  his  home  farm  he  is  the  owner  of 
eighty  acres  of  valuable  land  within  the  city  limits  of  Des  Moines. 
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Mr.  Graves  was  married  at  Winterset,  Iowa,  on  the  4th  of  December,  1865, 
to  Miss  Arvilla  Jane  Dodd,  whose  parents,  Greenville  P.  and  Harriett  E.  (Smith) 
Dodd,  were  natives  of  Virginia  but  moved  to  Putnam  county,  Indiana,  where 
she  was  born  February  2,  1845,  and  the  family,  in  1851,  came  to  Iowa,  locating 
at  Osceola.  There  the  father  opened  a  blacksmith  shop  which  he  continued  to 
operate  for  twenty-five  years,  when  he  purchased  a  farm  and  engaged  in  farm¬ 
ing  in  connection  with  his  blacksmith  business  until  his  death,  which  occurred 
on  the  30th  of  June,  1902.  His  wife  had  passed  away  September  29,  1891.  The 
home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Graves  was  blessed  by  ten  children,  as  follows:  Nancy 
J.,  who  is  now  married  and  makes  her  home  in  Warren  county;  Laura  E.,  the 
wife  of  D.  E.  Miller,  of  Bloomfield  township;  Homer  H.,  whose  homeHs  in 
Des  Moines;  Almon,  also  of  Des  Moines;  Ella  M.,  a  widow  residing  in  Chicago, 
Illinois;  Charles  F.,  a  resident  of  Bloomfield  township;  Forest  B.,  of  Woodburn, 
Iowa;  Harry  E. ;  Louis,  who  passed  away  in  April,  1893;  and  one  who  died 
in  infancy.  The  youngest  surviving  son,  Harry  E.,  makes  his  home  with  his 
parents  and  assists  in  the  operation  of  the  old  homestead,  taking  charge  of  the 
actual  work  of  the  place,  although  the  father  still  retains  the  supervision  of  his 
affairs.  Harry  E.  Graves  was  united  in  marriage,  on  the  14th  of  September, 
1910,  to  Miss  Blanche  Chatfield,  a  daughter  of  Edwin  and  Martha  (Dowdney) 
Chatfield,  natives  of  New  York  and  Iowa  respectively.  Her  parents  are  both 
living  and  now  make  their  home  at  Iola,  Kansas.  The  father  is  a  contractor 
and  has  followed  that  trade  throughout  his  entire  life. 

Mr.  Graves  and  his  family  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church 
and  are  well  known  in  the  locality  in  which  they  make  their  home.  He  gives 
his  political  allegiance  to  the  democratic  party  and  although  he  has  never  sought 
nor  desired  public  office  as  a  reward  for  party  fealty,  he  has  been  called  to  minor 
township  offices,  serving  for  some  time  as  road  supervisor ;  also  as  school  di¬ 
rector  of  Bloomfield  township.  He  has  been  a  stanch  champion  of  the  cause  of 
public  education,  taking  a  deep  interest  in  the  subject  of  progress  in  the  schools. 
Indeed,  all  matters  which  tend  toward  progress  along  material,  political,  intel¬ 
lectual  and  moral  lines  make  strong  appeal  to  him,  and  in  his  citizenship  he  is 
ever  public-spirited  and  loyal  to  the  interests  of  community,  state  and  nation. 


BARLOW  GRANGER. 

With  events  of  early  importance  which  have  left  their  impress  upon  the 
later  history  and  development  of  Des  Moines  Barlow  Granger  was  closely  asso¬ 
ciated.  He  was  born  in  Cayuga,  Cayuga  county,  New  York,  May  31,  1816. 
His  parents,  Erastus  and  Betsey  (Gillett)  Granger,  were  also  natives  of  the 
Empire  state  and  came  of  old  English  ancestry.  In  the  year  1828  they  removed 
to  Rochester,  New  York,  and  Barlow  Granger  was  there  permitted  to  attend 
the  public  schools  until  thirteen  years  of  age,  when  he  started  out  to  make  his 
own  way  in  the  world,  becoming  a  printer’s  apprentice  in  the  office  of  the  Cort¬ 
land  Advocate  edited  by  Henry  S.  Randall,  the  distinguished  writer  and  histo¬ 
rian.  He  became  a  resident  of  New  York  city  in  1835,  being  there  at  the  time 
of  the  great  fire.  His  close  application  to  his  trade  soon  made  him  an  expert 
printer  and  he  readily  found  employment  when  as  a  journeyman  he  made  his 
way  to  New  Haven,  Connecticut;  Hudson,  New  York;  Cleveland,  Ohio;  and 
Detroit,  Michigan,  successively.  In  1838  he  returned  to  New  York  and  ob¬ 
tained  employment  on  the  state  work  at  Albany,  residing  in  the  capital  city  for 
nearly  ten  years.  However,  during  that  period  he  spent  a  part  of  the  time  on 
special  work  in  the  south  and  was  connected  with  the  Charleston  Courier,  form¬ 
ing  a  lifelong  friendship  with  one  of  its  proprietors.  Returning  to  Albany  he 
again  engaged  in  state  work  but  in  1847  started  on  a  tour  of  the  great  west.  He 
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passed  through  Chicago,  visited  Wisconsin,  made  his  way  on  to  Minnesota,  and 
saw  St.  Anthony’s  Falls  at  a  period  long  before  that  interesting  sight  was  ever 
visited  by  tourists.  From  Minneapolis  he  went  down  the  Mississippi  river  to 
St.  Louis  and  secured  a  position  in  the  office  of  the  Republican,  where  he  re¬ 
mained  through  the  winter  of  1847-8. 

While  there  he  met  an  old  friend,  James  V.  Jones,  of  Albany,  New  York, 
and  the  two  agreed  to  visit  Iowa  and  look  at  the  new  state  in  the  hope  of  finding 
a  favorable  location  within  its  borders.  Traveling  by  boat  to  Keokuk,  they 
proceeded  by  stage  to  Fairchild  and  at  that  point  hired  a  horse  and  buggy,  with 
which  they  drove  through  to  Des  Moines,  reaching  their  destination  in  August, 
1848.  They  found  a  little  city  of  no  special  importance,  yet  which  was  growing, 
and  Barlow  Granger  became  a  factor  in  its  later  development  and  upbuilding. 
Having  studied  law  in  New  York  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1848.  He 
served  on  the  staff  of  Governor  Stephen  Hempstead  with  the  rank  of  colonel 
from  1850  until  1854  and  in  the  latter  year  was  elected  prosecuting  attorney  of 
the  county.  He  also  served  for  one  term  as  mayor  of  Des  Moines  and  was 
twice  mayor  of  the  town  of  Sevastopol.  Not  only  in  the  conduct  of  private 
business  interests,  therefore,  but  in  public  matters  as  well  he  became  closely 
associated  with  Des  Moines  and  her  progress. 

At  one  time  it  seemed  that  Des  Moines  would  lose  Mr.  Granger  as  a  citizen. 
As  previously  stated,  he  and  his  friend,  Mr.  Jones,  came  to  Iowa  from  St.  Louis 
and  after  spending  two  days  in  looking  over  this  city  they  concluded  they  could 
do  better  elsewhere  and  started  away.  They  had  traveled  about  two  miles  out 
of  town  and  were  standing  upon  a  bluff.  They  stopped  to  look  back  over  the 
city.  The  view  that  met  their  gaze  was  most  attractive.  They  realized  that  they 
were  in  the  midst  of  a  rich  and  fertile  country  and  saw  that  it  had  many  unde¬ 
veloped  resources.  Acordingly  they  returned  and  became  engaged  in  the  real- 
estate  business,  one  feature  of  which  was  purchasing  and  locating  land  warrants. 
Mr.  Granger  selected  a  spot  near  where  they  halted  on  the  bluff  for  a  suburban 
home,  while  Mr.  Jones  selected  what  is  now  Terrace  Hill,  the  home  of  F.  M. 
Hubbell.  In  those  early  days  there  was  no  great  field  for  the  real-estate  dealer 
and  Mr.  Granger  announced  himself  as  a  practitioner  of  law  following  the  time 
when  his  partner  went  to  California.  He  had  not  studied  law  to  the  extent  that 
most  practitioners  had  and  he  did  not  claim  to  be  any  more  than  he  was.  He  be¬ 
lieved,  however,  that  success  is  largely  due  to  the  determination  and  energy  of  him 
who  seeks  it.  He  had  had  previous  experience  in  a  printing  office  and  to  some 
extent  in  connection  with  the  law  and  through  study  and  experience  had  become 
a  well  educated  man.  He  hung  out  a  sign  which  read : 

BARLOW 

ATTORNEY  AND  COUNSELOR  AT  LAW 

GRANGER 

SOLICITOR  IN  CHANCERY 

Court  House,  Fort  Des  Moines 
Barlow  attends  to  all  business  in  his  line 
and  Granger  to  some  that  ain’t. 

After  being  chosen  to  the  office  of  prosecuting  attorney  in  August,  1854,  he 
continued  to  serve  in  that  capacity  until  July,  1855,  when  through  the  operation 
of  the  law  then  in  force  he  became  judge  of  the  county  court  by  reason  of  the 
resignation  of  Judge  Byron  Rice,  and  for  a  year  remained  upon  the  bench. 

In  April,  1849,  the  democrats  of  Polk  county  concluded  that  their  party 
needed  a  newspaper  and  Curtis  Bates,  a  lawyer  with  political  aspirations,  of¬ 
fered  to  become  sponsor  for  the  cost  of  the  outfit.  Mr.  Granger  purchased  a 
press  and  other  materials  at  Iowa  City,  Mr.  Bates  indorsing  his  paper.  After 
much  trouble  the  fixtures  arrived  and  the  first  number  of  the  Star  was  issued 
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June  26,  1849,  the  home  of  the  paper  being  one  of  the  double  log  barrack 
buildings  on  Coon  Row.  The  second  number  of  the  Star  did  not  appear  until 
August,  for  the  man  whom  he  sent  to  Keokuk  for  paper  was  taken  ill  on  the 
road  and  did  not  return  until  that  month.  The  paper  was  a  seven-column  sheet 
and  the  price  was  two  dollars  per  year  in  advance,  but  payments  were  made 
practically  at  the  convenience  of  the  subscriber  and  in  whatever  material  seemed 
most  convenient  to  him.  Stumptail  and  wild  cat  currency  were  in  use.  At 
times  old  rags,  eggs  and  cord  wood  were  given  in  payment  for  a  subscription  to 
the  paper.  Such  conditions,  however,  were  discouraging  to  an  ambitious  young 
man  and  after  the  first  year  Mr.  Granger  abandoned  the  publication  of  the  Star. 
His  paper,  however,  had  been  greatly  enjoyed  by  all  for  it  was  a  bright  and 
catchy  sheet.  He  did  not  need  to  employ  a  reporter  for  he  knew  every  family 
in  Des  Moines  and  throughout  the  surrounding  country  at  that  time. 

On  the  7th  of  October,  1856,  Mr.  Granger  was  married  to  Mrs.  Lucinda 
Rush,  the  widow  of  John  W.  Rush  and  a  daughter  of  Daniel  and  Abbie  (Van 
Schenk)  Powers.  She  was  born  in  Montgomery  county,  Indiana,  March  7, 
1825,  and  in  1849  came  to  Des  Moines  with  her  first  husband,  who  died  two 
years  later.  Following  his  marriage  Mr.  Granger  erected  a  residence  on  his 
farm  of  eighty  acres,  which  is  now  mostly  within  the  city  limits  of  Des  Moines 
and  is  one  of  the  most  attractive  building  sites  of  the  county.  There  he  and 
his  wife  took  up  their  abode  in  November,  1856,  and  there  he  continued  to  re¬ 
side  until  his  death,  it  being  still  the  residence  of  his  widow.  The  Granger 
home  has  ever  been  known  for  its  warm-hearted,  cordial  and  unlimited  hospi¬ 
tality. 

Colonel  Granger  was  widely  known  as  a  man  of  ability,  experience  and  inde¬ 
pendent  views  upon  all  questions.  He  ever  stood  for  what  he  believed  to  be 
right  and  his  position  was  never  an  equivocal  one.  His  influence  was  on  the 
side  of  progress,  improvement,  justice  and  truth.  He  enjoyed  the  confidence 
of  his  fellowmen  in  an  unusual  degree,  and  respect  and  esteem  were  freely  ac¬ 
corded  him  in  recognition  of  genuine  personal  worth. 


CHARLES  DRAPER  PROUTY. 

The  Buckeye  state  is  represented  in  Iowa  by  many  stanch  sons  who  have 
established  homes  here  and  gained  positions  of  influence  and  responsibility  in 
the  business  world.  Of  this  number  is  Charles  Draper  Prouty,  for  more  than 
thirty  years  connected  with  the  wholesale  grocery  business  in  Des  Moines.  He 
comes  of  ancestors  who  located  at  Spencer,  Massachusetts,  about  1666,  the 
family  now  being  well  distributed  over  the  United  States,  some  members  being 
found  in  almost  every  state  of  the  Union. 

He  was  born  at  Cumberland,  Ohio,  October  31,  1855,  a  son  of  Russell  and 
Nancy  (Dunbar)  Prouty,  the  former  of  whom  was  born  at  Spencer,  Massa¬ 
chusetts,  in  1815,  and  the  latter  at  Belchertown,  Massachusetts,  May  14,  1816. 
Mrs.  Prouty  was  a  direct  descendant  of  Colonel  Knowlton  of  the  Mayflower. 
Mr.  Prouty’s  father  was  engaged  at  various  times  in  farming,  merchandising 
and  manufacturing.  In  the  early  ’30s  he  and  a  brother  came  to  Illinois  and  pur¬ 
chased  some  land.  In  1857  Mr.  Prouty  acquired  property  in  Keokuk  county, 
Iowa,  and  the  year  following  his  family  located  in  that  county  where  he  con¬ 
tinued  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1867.  He  was  a  man  of  considerable 
energy  and  a  worthy  representative  of  the  pioneers  who  left  behind  the  com¬ 
forts  of  an  established  home  and  introduced  the  arts  of  civilization  in  the 
wilderness. 

Charles  Draper  Prouty  received  his  early  education  in  a  little  log  schoolhouse 
in  Keokuk  county,  which  consisted  of  one  room  with  greased  paper  for  win- 


CITY  OF  DES  MOINES  AND  POCK  COUNTY 


•67 

dows  and  puncheon  roof  and  floor.  However,  even  under  these  conditions  it 
was  possible  to  lay  the  foundation  for  a  successful  career.  Later  he  pursued 
a  commercial  course  at  Oskaloosa,  Iowa,  and  began  his  active  career  in  1868. 
as  a  clerk  in  the  mercantile  house  of  Madison  Brothers  at  Oskaloosa.  In  1870 
he  became  connected  with  McCune  &  Allen  at  Sharon,  Iowa,  and  two  years 
later  entered  the  mercantile  business  in  his  own  name  at  What-Cheer,  Iowa. 
Selling  out  in  1875,  he  removed  to  Lacey,  Iowa,  but  believing  that  more  favor¬ 
able  opportunities  were  presented  at  Des  Moines,  he  came  to  this  city  in  1878. 

Having  made  thorough  preparation  for  the  work  to  which  the  principal 
energies  of  his  life  were  to  be  directed,  he  entered  the  wholesale  grocery  house 
of  R.  C.  Webb  &  Company  and  for  fifteen  years  traveled  for  the  firm,  at  the 
end  of  which  time  he  became  a  partner,  the  title  being  changed  to  that  of  Webb 
&  Prouty.  Subsequently  Mr.  Webb  withdrew  and  for  a  few  years  the  business 
was  continued  under  the  title  of  Prouty  &  Pratt,  the  firm  being  later  incorporated 
as  C.  C.  Prouty  &  Company,  which  name  has  ever  since  been  retained.  Mr. 
Prouty  also  began  the  manufacture  of  soap  in  1889,  the  factory  being  located 
at  Fourth  and  Market  streets.  A  new  plant  was  erected  in  1890  and  this 
branch  of  the  business  is  conducted  under  the  title  of  the  Prouty  &  Bowler 
Soap  Company.  Mr.  Prouty  is  also  a  large  holder  of  real  estate  and  other 
interests  in  Des  Moines  and  vicinity  and  in  many  ways  is  identified  with  the 
prosperity  and  development  of  the  city. 

On  the  7th  day  of  February,  1902,  Mr.  Prouty  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Miss  Mary  Alice  Benson.  He  early  learned  the  value  of  application  and  perse¬ 
verance  and  his  success  has  been  largely  due  to  the  close  attention  he  has  de¬ 
voted  to  his  business  and  a  laudable  ambition  to  accomplish  something  useful 
in  life.  Politically  he  supports  the  republican  party  but  he  has  never  sought 
public  office,  as  he  prefers  to  devote  his  time  and  attention  to  his  business 
afifairs.  Socially  he  is  identified  with  the  Country  and  Des  Moines  Clubs,  and 
during  his  leisure  hours  seeks  the  field  or  stream,  as  no  more  ardent  lover 
of  outdoor  recreation  is  to  be  found  than  the  subject  of  this  review. 


SAMUEL  ADAMS  MERRILL. 

With  the  advancement  of  time  opportunities  are  larger,  owing  to  the  growing 
complexity  of  the  interests  of  trade,  but  competition  is  also  greater  and  the 
successful  man  is  he  who  makes  wise  use  of  every  moment,  who  neglects  no 
advantage  and  who  brings  to  bear  on  the  intricate  problems  of  business  a  keen 
intellect,  clear  discrimination  and  sound  judgment.  Proving  his  worth  in  the 
business  world,  Samuel  A.  Merrill  has  reached  the  position  of  vice  president 
and  director  of  the  Citizens  National  Bank  of  Des  Moines. 

Mr.  Merrill  was  born  on  the  8th  of  June,  1856,  at  Tamworth,  Carroll  county, 
New  Hampshire,  a  son  of  Jeremiah  Hill  and  Ann  Elizabeth  (Dearborn)  Merrill, 
of  whom  mention  is  made  elsewhere  in  this  volume  in  connection  with  which 
appears  the  ancestral  history  of  the  family.  His  education  was  acquired  in  the 
public  schools  of  Iowa  to  which  state  his  parents  removed  in  his  boyhood  days, 
and  in  Grinnell  College,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1879  with  the  Bach¬ 
elor  of  Science  and  Master  of  Arts  degrees.  Not  a  little  of  his  success,  per¬ 
haps,  is  attributable  to  the  fact  that  he  has  always  continued  in  the  line  of 
business  to  which  he  turned  his  attention  in  the  years  of  his  early  manhood, 
thus  concentrating  his  energies  upon  a  single  undertaking.  He  was  connected 
with  the  Citizens  National  Bank  of  Des  Moines  in  clerical  capacities  from  1879 
until  1888,  when  he  became  treasurer  and  secretary  of  the  Security,  Loan  & 
Trust  Company,  with  which  he  was  associated  through  the  following  decade. 
Since  1903  he  has  been  vice  president  and  one  of  the  directors  of  the  Citizens 
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National  Bank  of  Des  Moines  and  is  likewise  a  director  of  the  State  Savings 
Bank  of  this  city. 

On  the  23d  of  September,  1882,  Mr.  Merrill  was  married  at  Newton  Center, 
Massachusetts,  to  Miss  Fannie  Raney  Hyde,  a  daughter  of  Peter  Ludlow  and 
Harriette  E.  (Clapp)  Hyde.  Her  father  was  a  lieutenant  in  the  Twenty-sixth 
Iowa  Volunteers  in  the  Civil  war  until  killed  at  the  battle  of  Arkansas  Post  on 
the  nth  of  January,  1863.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Merrill  have  three  sons,  Ludlow  J., 
Edward  D.  and  Russel  H. 

In  his  political  views  Mr.  Merrill  has  Been  a  republican  since  age  conferred 
upon  him  the  right  of  franchise  and  since  1879  he  has  held  membership  in 
the  Plymouth  Congregational  church  of  Des  Moines,  to  the  welfare  and  up¬ 
building  of  which  he  is  devoted,  its  activities  having  share  in  his  time  and 
labor.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Sons  of  the  American  Revolution  belonging 
to  Ben  Franklin  chapter.  He  is  likewise  a  trustee  of  the  Iowa  College  at  Grin¬ 
ned  and  progressive  movements  tending  in  any  way  to  further  the  interests  of 
humanity  and  promote  the  material  progress  of  the  city  or  to  uplift  the  individual 
receive  his  indorsement. 


CONRAD  DANIEL  REINKING. 


Conrad  Daniel  Reinking,  whose  demise  occurred  at  Des  Moines  in  March, 
1902,  was  the  first  furniture  manufacturer  of  the  city  and  remained  a  prominent 
and  respected  resident  here  for  more  than  a  half  century.  His  birth  occurred 
in  the  province  of  Westphalia,  Prussia,  Germany,  on  the  2d  of  May,  1820.  His 
father,  who  served  under  Napoleon  whom  he  later  deserted,  was  also  a  native  of 
Westphalia,  in  which  country  he  passed  away. 

In  1832  Conrad  D.  Reinking  crossed  the  Atlantic  to  the  United  States,  lo¬ 
cating  in  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania,  where  he  continued  to  reside  for  twelve 
years.  At  the  expiration  of  that  time,  however,  he  decided  to  migrate  west, 
coming  to  Fort  Madison,  Iowa,  in  1844.  He  shortly  returned  to  Philadelphia, 
remaining  there  until  1848,  at  which  time  he  came  to  Des  Moines,  ever  after 
considering  it  to  be  his  home.  Being  a  cabinetmaker  by  trade,  he  soon  opened 
a  small  shop  on  the  west  side  of  Courthouse  Square  and  there  made  the  first 
furniture  manufactured  in  Des  Moines.  Finding  that  his  location  was  too  far 
distant  from  what  was  then  the  business  district,  he  purchased  a  lot  on  Third 
street,  erected  thereon  a  log  cabin  and  opened  the  first  furniture  store  and  cab¬ 
inetmaker’s  shop  in  the  town.  In  1849,  owing  to  the  discovery  of  gold  in  Cal¬ 
ifornia,  he  went  west  and  engaged  in  prospecting  for  two  years.  Realizing  at 
the  end  of  that  time  that  his  possibilities  of  discovering  a  wealtE-producing  vein 
of  ore  were  very  remote,  he  again  took  up  his  residence  in  the  capital  city. 
After  abandoning  the  manufacture  of  furniture  he  became  identified  with  agri¬ 
cultural  pursuits,  farming  some  land  which  he  had  acquired  from  the  govern¬ 
ment  in  section  34,  range  23,  and  which  is  still  included  in  the  estate.  Though 
times  were  hard,  his  faith  in  the  future  of  Des  Moines  was  so  great  that  he 
invested  all  his  spare  capital  in  real  estate,  on  one  occasion  purchasing  two  lots 
at  Eighth  and  Walnut  streets,  where  he  later  built  a  home  and  subsequently 
erected  the  Reinking  block.  In  1852  Mr.  Reinking  was  elected  a  member  of  the 
first  council  of  the  town  of  Fort  Des  Moines  and  played  an  important  part  in 
founding  the  civic  government.  Meetings  were  held  in  the  old  first  courthouse 
and  the  council  was  made  up  of  such  sterling  characters  as  Rev.  Father  Bird, 
Jesse  Dicks,  C.  D.  Reinking,  P.  M.  Casady,  William  T.  Marvin,  Hoyt  Sherman 
and  R.  M.  Sypher. 

It  was  in  Iowa  City  that  Mr.  Reinking  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Eleanor 
P.  Shaver,  who  was  born  in  Somerset  county,  Pennsylvania,  on  the  19th  of  May, 
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1831.  Her  parents,  George  and  Rose  (Ankenny)  Shaver,  were  married  in  the 
Keystone  state,  of  which  the  father  was  one  of  the  early  settlers.  Unto  our 
subject  and  his  wife  were  born  four  children,  as  follows:  Vera,  who  passed 
away  in  1897  and  who  was  the  wife  of  Wiliam  A.  Jones,  by  whom  she  had  five 
children ;  Ella,  who  is  the  widow  of  Charles  A.  Towle  and  makes  her  home  in 
Grinnell,  Iowa ;  George  F.,  of  Des  Moines,  who  wedded  Miss  Carrie  Bailey  and 
has  two  children ;  and  Daniel  P.,  who  is  likewise  a  resident  of  Des  Moines. 
When  Conrad  D.  Reinking  was  called  to  his  final  rest  in  March,  1902,  Des 
Moines  mourned  the  loss  of  one  of  its  most  prosperous  and  honored  pioneer 
residents.  His  widow,  who  celebrated  her  eightieth  birthday  on  the  19th  of 
May,  1911,  makes  her  home  at  No.  1308  East  Grand  avenue. 

Daniel  P.  Reinking,  a  son  of  Conrad  D.  Reinking,  devotes  much  of  his  atten¬ 
tion  to  the  administration  of  the  estate  left  by  his  father.  He  was  born  on  the 
old  family  homestead,  located  just  outside  of  Des  Moines  in  Polk  county,  on  the 
3d  of  April,  1862.  Reared  upon  the  farm,  he  obtained  his  early  education  in 
the  district  schools  of  Polk  county,  this  being  later  supplemented  by  attendance 
at  the  public  schools  of  Des  Moines,  from  which  he  withdrew  at  the  end  of 
his  freshman  year  in  the  high  school.  In  1881  he  began  his  career  by  accepting 
a  position  with  the  McCormick  Harvester  Company,  being  identified  with  that 
firm  for  five  years.  He  subsequently  learned  carpentry  and  for  twelve  years 
followed  that  trade,  during  which  time  he  was  employed  on  some  of  the  largest 
and  finest  public  buildings  and  residences  in  the  city.  He  assisted  in  the  con¬ 
struction  of  the  Youngerman  building,  being  the  last  workman  to  leave  the 
place  after  the  structure  was  pronounced  completed.  Shortly  following  this  he 
withdrew  from  his  own  pursuits  to  assume  the  management  of  the  extensive 
interests  left  by  his  father  and  has  ever  since  devoted  his  attention  to  this 
estate,  which  includes  holdings  in  many  local,  financial  and  industrial  enterprises. 
He  is  a  stockholder  and  has  served  as  a  director  of  the  Valley  National  Bank,  is 
a  stockholder  and  director  in  the  Bentley  &  Olmsted  Company,  the  vice  pres¬ 
ident  and  treasurer  of  the  Beck  Coal  &  Mining  Company  and  one  of  the  direct¬ 
ors  and  incorporators  of  the  Central  Trust  Company. 

In  this  city,  on  the  3d  of  June,  1886,  Mr.  Reinking  was  married  to  Miss  Anna 
Brown,  a  daughter  of  Stephen  C.  and  Anna  (Brewster)  Brown.  Her  parents 
came  to  Iowa  from  New  York  state  in  the  early  pioneer  days,  later  locating  in 
Des  Moines,  where  they  continued  to  reside  until  they  passed  away.  One  son 
was  born  of  this  union,  Hoyt  Conrad,  whose  birth  occurred  on  the  nth  of  June, 
1889,  and  who  was  educated  in  the  Shattuck  Military  School.  The  family  res¬ 
idence  is  at  No.  1400  West  Thirtieth  street. 

Being  a  strong  advocate  of  free  trade,  Mr.  Reinking  always  gives  his  politi¬ 
cal  support  to  the  candidates  of  the  democratic  party.  Fie  is  affiliated  with 
the  Masonic  order  through  the  medium  of  Capital  Lodge,  No.  no,  of  which  his 
father  was  one  of  the  charter  members.  He  is  one  of  the  well  known  and  pop¬ 
ular  citizens  of  the  city,  which  within  his  memory  has  developed  from  a  thriving 
town  into  one  of  the  commercial  centers  of  this  section  of  the  country. 


JOSEPH  DAY. 

Upon  the  roll  of  Polk  county’s  honored  dead  is  to  be  found  the  name  of 
Joseph  Day,  who  departed  this  life  February  26,  1863.  He  was  born  in  Eng¬ 
land  in  1821  and  came  to  America  when  about  seventeen  years  of  age.  He  was 
obliged  to  depend  entirely  upon  his  own  resources  and  worked  as  a  farm  hand 
in  New  York  state,  subsequently  entering  a  cooper  shop  where  he  learned  the 
cooper’s  trade.  In  May,  1859,  believing  that  the  west  presented  bright  induce¬ 
ments  for  an  ambitious  man,  he  came  to  Iowa  and  worked  at  his  trade  for  about 
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one  year  at  Des  Moines.  Being  attracted  to  agricultural  pursuits  he  purchased 
fifty-seven  acres  of  land  in  Walnut  township  which  he  set  about  clearing  and 
improving,  and  he  cultivated  this  farm  during  the  remainder  of  his  life.  By 
his  industrious  habits  and  prudent  management  he  acquired  a  competence  for 
himself  and  family,  also  gaining  an  honorable  reputation  as  a  just  and  upright 
citizen. 

On  the  3d  day  of  September,  1848,  Mr.  Day  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Miss  Sarah  A.  Kemp,  a  daughter  of  William  and  Sarah  (Goldsmith)  Kemp, 
both  of  whom  were  natives  of  England.  Mr.  Kemp  came  to  Des  Moines  in 
1857  and  was  connected  for  a  number  of  years  with  the  shoe  business  in  this 
city.  He  died  in  1885,  his  wife  following  him  to  the  grave  two  days  later. 
Seven  sons  came  to  bless  the  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Day,  namely :  William  B., 
who  died  in  New  York;  Joseph  F.,  who  is  married  and  lives  in  Valley  Junc¬ 
tion;  Franklin  H.,  who  is  married  and  lives  in  Webster  township;  Charles  E., 
and  Wilbur  B.,  both  deceased;  Elmer  Thomas,  a  farmer  of  Walnut  township; 
and  Robert,  who  is  living  with  his  mother  and  has  charge  of  the  home  farm. 

Mr.  Day,  the  subject  of  this  review,  was  affiliated  with  the  Christian  church 
and  Mrs.  Day  is  identified  with  the  Baptist  church,  of  which  she  is  an  earnest 
adherent.  He  gave  his  support  to  the  democratic  party,  preferring  those  prin¬ 
ciples  of  individual  liberty  as  being  most  consistent  with  the  ideas  of  the 
founders  of  the  republic.  He  served  for  several  years  as  road  supervisor  of 
Walnut  township,  gaining  the  respect  of  his  neighbors  by  the  faithful  discharge 
of  his  duties.  Mrs.  Day  is  now  eighty-three  years  of  age  and  is  still  in  the 
enjoyment  of  fairly  good  health.  She  lives  upon  the  old  homestead,  which 
is  endeared  to  her  by  years  of  association,  and  she  has  many  friends  in  a 
community  where  she  has  been  known  for  more  than  half  a  century. 


WILLIAM  L.  BRECHT. 

During  the  years  of  a  successful  business  career  William  L.  Brecht  was  in¬ 
strumental  in  developing  one  of  the  important  industrial  enterprises  of  Des 
Moines.  He  gave  his  attention  to  brick  manufacture  and  many  of  the  fine  struc¬ 
tures  of  the  city  stand  as  monuments  to  his  ability  and  energy  in  that  field. 
What  he  undertook  he  accomplished,  for  his  resolute  spirit  brooked  no  obstacles 
that  could  be  overcome  by  persistent  and  earnest  effort,  and,  in  fact,  difficulties 
seem  but  a  spur  for  renewed  activity  on  his  part. 

Mr.  Brecht  was  a  native  of  Wyoming  county,  New  York,  born  July  4,  1851. 
He  pursued  his  education  in  the  schools  of  that  place  and  there  grew  to  man¬ 
hood.  In  his  career  the  steps  of  an  orderly  progression  are  easily  discernible. 
He  did  not  reach  a  place  of  prominence  in  the  business  circles  of  Des  Moines 
by  leaps  and  bounds,  but  steadily  forged  to  the  front,  making  each  day  and  its 
labors  count  for  the  utmost.  In  early  manhood  he  learned  the  carpenter’s  trade 
and  followed  that  pursuit  until  enabled  to  engage  in  contracting  and  manufac¬ 
turing  interests  on  his  own  account.  He  first  became  connected  with  brick 
manufacturing  in  1888.  He  had  for  eight  years  been  a  resident  of  Des  Moines, 
arriving  in  this  city  in  1880,  at  which  time  he  sought  to  secure  employment  as 
a  carpenter.  Soon,  however,  he  began  taking  contracts  on  his  own  account 
and  it  was  but  an  onward  step  when  he  turned  his  attention  to  manufacturing 
interests.  In  1888  he  was  appointed  the  superintendent  of  the  Des  Moines 
Brick  Manufacturing  Company,  at  that  time  the  largest  in  the  city.  After 
five  years’  association  therewith,  during  which  period  he  acquainted  himself 
with  every  detail  of  the  business,  in  both  the  departments  of  manufacture  and 
management,  he  started  in  business  on  his  own  account  in  1893,  forming  a 
partnership  with  H.  B.  Hedge,  under  the  style  of  the  Flint  Brick  Company.  He 
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owned  a  controlling  interest  in  the  company  and  it  was  largely  through  his 
efforts  and  direction  that  the  business  grew  and  expanded.  It  is  still  carried 
on  by  his  sons,  who  are  proving  worthy  successors  of  their  father.  In  the  mean¬ 
time,  while  still  working  at  his  trade  in  which,  however,  he  had  steadily  ad¬ 
vanced,  he  was  made  superintendent  of  construction  of  the  Federal  building. 
He  then  began  general  contracting  and  one  of  the  monuments  to  his  ability  in 
that  line  was  the  First  Methodist  Episcopal  church.  In  all  of  his  business  life 
he  manifested  marked  ability  in  discriminating  between  the  essential  and  the 
non-essential  and,  quickly  discarding  the  latter,  he  used  the  former  most  effec¬ 
tively  in  accomplishing  the  ends  desired.  A  few  years  had  brought  him  to  a 
position  among  the  substantial  citizens  of  Des  Moines  and  after  embarking 
in  brick  manufacture  he  became  one  of  the  most  prosperous  business  men  of 
the  capital,  being  president  at  the  time  of  his  death  of  one  of  the  largest  brick¬ 
making  plants  of  the  west. 

On  September  14,  1877,  Mr.  Brecht  was  married  to  Miss  Johanna  E.  Arm- 
brust,  and  unto  them  were  born  three  sons  and  two  daughters,  namely:  Will  H., 
Eugene  A.,  Clarence  J.,  Adeline  L.,  and  Jennie  M.  The  death  of  Mr.  Brecht 
occurred  April  17,  1904.  He  was  everywhere  regarded  as  a  man  of  upright 
character,  his  position  at  no  time  being  an  equivocal  one.  He  announced  his 
course  and  his  policy  clearly  and  stood  loyally  by  what  he  believed  to  be  right. 
His  business  methods  were  always  of  a  constructive  character  and  his  success 
was  never  sought  at  the  sacrifice  of  others’  interests.  In  matters  of  citizenship 
as  well  as  in  business  he  sought  progress  and  gave  his  cooperation  to  all  the 
movements  which  he  deemed  important  elements  in  the  welfare  and  upbuilding 
of  the  capital.  In  politics  he  was  a  republican.  His  life  record  may  well  serve 
as  an  inspiration  to  others  and  it  stands  at  all  times  as  the  expression  of  a  high 
type  of  American  manhood  and  citizenship. 


JEREMIAH  HILL  MERRILL. 

The  name  of  Jeremiah  Hill  Merrill  was  notably  inscribed  on  the  pages  of 
Des  Moines’  history  when  he  became  interested  in  the  Citizens  National  Bank 
and  an  active  factor  in  the  control  of  financial  interests  in  the  capital.  He  was 
born  in  Turner,  Maine,  October  18,  1820,  and  is  of  the  eighth  generation  of 
the  descendants  of  Nathaniel  Merrill,  who  left  his  home  in  Salisbury,  England, 
in  1636  and  became  a  resident  of  Newbury,  Massachusetts.  His  son  Daniel 
Merrill  was  born  in  Newbury,  in  August,  1642,  and  became  the  father  of  John 
Merrill,  whose  birth  occurred  August  7>  1674.  Thomas  Merrill,  of  the  fourth 
generation,  was  born  at  Salisbury,  Massachusetts,  December  18,  1708,  and  it 
was  there  that  his  son  Samuel  Merrill  was  born  August  4,  1728.  The  latter 
became  the  father  of  Abel  Merrill,  who  was  born  in  Salisbury,  June  6,  1748, 
and  severing  the  ties  which  bound  him  to  Massachusetts,  which  had  been  the 
ancestral  home  of  the  family  through  six  generations,  removed  to  Buxton, 
Maine,  where  his  son  and  namesake,  Abel  Merrill,  Jr.,  was  born  June  26,  I7&5- 
The  latter  married  Abigail  Hill,  a  daughter  of  Nathaniel  Hill,  and  devoted  his 
life  to  farming,  becoming  the  owner  of  extensive  land  interests. 

Jeremiah  H.  Merrill,  son  of  Abel  and  Abigail  Merrill,  was  educated  in  the 
common  schools  of  Maine  with  perhaps  a  short  period  of  study  in  an  academy, 
and  in  early  manhod  he  engaged  in  teaching  for  a  time  in  the  Pine  Tree  state. 
He  made  his  entrance  into  business  life  as  a  clerk  in  a  general  mercantile  store 
and  after  acquainting  himself  with  commercial  methods  he  established  a  store 
of  his  own  at  Tamworth,  New  Hampshire.  Subsequently  he  was  joined  by  his 
brother  Samuel  Merrill,  afterward  governor  of  Iowa.  The  brothers  carried  on 
a  successful  general  mercantile  business  and  also  engaged  in  the  manufacture 
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of  men’s  clothing  in  the  east  until  1856,  when  they  made  their  way  to  Iowa 
and  began  business  as  wholesale  and  retail  dealers  in  dry  goods  and  groceries 
at  McGregor.  After  the  close  of  the  Civil  war  they  disposed  of  their  mercan¬ 
tile  interests  to  turn  their  attention  to  the  banking  business  and  purchased  a  con¬ 
trolling  amount  of  the  stock  of  the  First  National  Bank  of  McGregor,  which 
they  managed  successfully  until  they  sold  out  in  1873.  In  that  year  they  be¬ 
came  interested  in  the  Citizens  National  Bank  of  Des  Moines,  where  both 
brothers  then  took  up  their  residence,  and  later  Jeremiah  H.  Merrill  also  made 
investment  in  the  stock  of  the  State  Savings  Bank  of  Des  Moines. 

On  the  4th  of  January,  1853,  Mr.  Merrill  was  married,  at  South  Boston, 
Massachusetts,  to  Miss  Ann  Elizabeth  Dearborn,  a  daughter  of  Levi  Dearborn. 
They  became  parents  of  six  children,  four  of  whom  died  in  childhood;  Samuel 
A.,  who  married  Fannie  Raney  Hyde  and  is  mentioned  elsewhere  in  this  volume 
and  Annie  Dearborn  Merrill,  both  of  whom  are  now  living  in  Des  Moines,  com¬ 
plete  the  family. 

Mr.  Merrill  was  a  lifelong  member  of  the  Congregational  church  and  a 
stanch  supporter  of  all  of  its  activities,  giving  generously  to  aid  the  cause  and 
with  personal  effort  laboring  to  advance  the  interest  and  upbuilding  of  the 
church.  No  good  work  done  in  the  name  of  charity  or  religion  sought  his  co¬ 
operation  in  vain.  He  was  president  of  the  Associated  Charities  and  member 
of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  Home  for  the  Aged.  His  broad  humanitarian- 
ism  made  him  an  anti-slavery  worker  and  his  home  in  New  Hampshire  was  a 
shelter  for  the  black  man  fleeing  for  his  life  on  his  way  to  Canada.  The 
cause  of  education  found  in  him  a  stalwart  champion  and  he  was  a  trustee  of 
Iowa  College  at  Grinnell.  The  republican  party  found  in  him  a  loyal  advocate 
from  its  organization  and  in  1861  he  was  elected  a  member  of  the  New  Hamp¬ 
shire  legislature.  He  possessed  a  progressive  spirit,  ruled  by  more  than  ordinary 
intelligence  and  good  judgment;  a  deep  earnestness,  impelled  and  fostered  by 
indomitable  perseverance;  and  a  native  justice,  expressing  itself  in  correct  prin¬ 
ciple  and  practice. 


WILLIAM  R.  DURAND. 

It  required  patierice,  perseverance  and  grit  for  William  R.  Durand  to  reach 
the  position  he  has  attained  as  one  of  the  well-established  grocery  men  of  Des 
Moines.  Thirty  years  ago  he  entered  the  business  in  this  city,  and  after  the 

necessary  experience  he  began  for  himself.  The  success  which  he  has  gained 

is  evidence  of  the  confidence  of  his  patrons.  He  was  born  at  Brunswick,  Ohio, 
May  13,  1852,  son  of  Anson  N.,  and  Caroline  Lauretta  (Pritchard)  Durand,  the 
latter  of  whom  was  born  at  Waterbury,  Connecticut,  in  March,  1826.  The 
geneology  on  the  mother’s  side  has  been  traced  back  in  America  to  1690,  and 
embraces  many  stanch  men  and  women  who  assisted  very  materially  in  the 
development  of  the  country.  The  father  was  born  at  Canandaigua,  New  York, 
in  1823,  and  was  a  farmer  by  occupation.  At  the  time  of  the  Civil  war  he 
enlisted  in  the  service  of  the  union  at  Madison,  Wisconsin,  but  was  refused  the 
opportunity  to  go  to  the  front  on  account  of  physical  disability.  There  were 
eight  children  in  the  family  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Durand,  six  of  whom  are  now 
living,  namely:  Augusta  Caroline,  widow  of  T.  B.  Haughawout  of  Montana; 
William  R.,  the  subject  of  this  review;  Sarah  E.,  now  the  wife  of  A:  W.  Car¬ 
penter  of  Des  Moines;  George  Ernest,  of  Carthage,  Missouri;  Mary,  the  wife 

of  Charles  Adams  of  Chicago;  and  Fred  A.,  of  Junction  City,  Kansas. 

William  R.  Durand  received  his  preliminary  education  in  the  public  schools 
of  Wisconsin,  and  in  1868,  came  with  his  father  to  Iowa,  the  mother  having 
arrived  in  this  state  a  few  months  previously.  Traveling  by  wagon  in  the 
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midst  of  the  winter,  they  crossed  the  Mississippi  river  at  Dubuque  on  the  ice, 
and  were  detained  at  Grinnell  three  days  on  account  of  a  great  snowstorm.  Des 
Moines  was  then  a  place  of  sixteen  thousand  inhabitants,  the  houses  being  scat¬ 
tered  over  quite  a  large  territory.  Mr.  Durand  assisted  in  hauling  lumber  to 
build  the  town  of  Perry,  and  subsequently  engaged  in  farming  for  about  four 
years,  and  for  four  and  one-half  years  in  the  printing  business  at  Carthage, 
Missouri.  For  thirty  years  past,  however,  he  has  been  connected  with  the 
grocery  business,  the  first  ten  years  of  this  time  being  spent  in  the  employ  of 
Gus  Smith.  Since  1894,  he  has  been  engaged  in  business  upon  his  own  account, 
and  he  now  enjoys  the  patronage  of  many  of  the  best  people  of  the  city. 

In  1874,  Mr.  Durand  was  united  in  marriage  at  Carthage,  Missouri,  to  Miss 
Frances  McCulloch,  daughter  of  Henry  C.,  and  Nancy  (Lewis)  McCulloch. 
The  father  was  one  of  the  valient  defenders  of  the  union  at  the  time  of  the 
Civil  war,  serving  as  lieutenant.  The  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Durand  was 
brightened  by  the  arrival  of  two  children:  Fountain  Edgar,  born  May  6,  1875; 
and  Leah  Adelaide,  who  was  born  July  25,  1881.  Fountain  Edgar  was  mar¬ 
ried  in  November,  1897,  to  Miss  Aurilla  Stutz,  of  Des  Moines,  and  has  one  son, 
Donald,  who  was  born  in  1902.  Leah  Adelaide  was  married  June  27,  1907,  to 
Reson  S.  Jones.  She  is  a  graduate  of  Drake  University,  having  received  a 
degree  of  A.  M.  from  the  department  of  liberal  arts.  Mr.  Jones  is  a  graduate 
of  the  law  department  of  the  same  university,  and  is  now  actively  engaged  in 
the  practice  of  his  profession  in  Des  Moines,  as  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Hunn 
&  Jones,  with  offices  in  the  Good  Block. 

'  Mr.  Durand,  since  arriving  at  the  age  of  manhood,  has  given  his  support  to 
the  republican  party.  He  is  identified  with  the  Woodmen  of  the  World.  He 
remembers  selling  the  first  groceries  to  Drake  University  at  the  time  of  its 
establishment,  having  among  his  patrons  the  clubs,  and  also  Chancellor  Car¬ 
penter,  Professor  Bottenfield,  Professor  Shephard  and  Professor  Macey.  He 
has  witnessed  the  remarkable  development  of  that  institution  and  also  the 
growth  of  the  city  until  the  latter  has  become  known  as  one  of  the  attractive 
and  up-to-date  municipalities  of  the  west.  By  integrity  and  public  spirit,  Mr. 
Durand  has  attained  prominent  standing  as  a  citizen,  and  no  man  more  clearly 
deserves  adequate  record  in  this  work. 


JOHN  W.  BUDD. 


Tohn  W.  Budd,  whose  services  as  city  engineer  have  been  of  signal  value  to 
Des  Moines,  was  appointed  to  that  office  under  the  new  plan  of  government  in 
1908.  The  rapid  growth  of  the  city  and  the  improvements  that  have  been  in¬ 
stituted  keep  him  constantly  busy  with  the  duties  of  the  office,  in  which  he  is 
proving  extremely  efficient  and  capable.  He  was  born  in  Blackhawk  county, 
Iowa,  August  4,  1870.  His  father,  C.  W.  Budd,  a  native  of  Salem,  Ohio,  came 
to  this  state  in  1853  when  fourteen  years  of  age,  settling,  in  Dubuque.  When 
the  Civil  war  broke  out  he  enlisted  in  defense  of  the  Union  cause  serving  for 
three  years  with  the  Twenty-seventh  Iowa  Infantry.  He  took  part  in  all  en¬ 
gagements  of  his  command,  which  were  many  and  important,  and  after  the 
war,  returning  to  Iowa,  settled  at  Waterloo,  where  he  engaged  in  farming.  He 
was  thus  identified  with  agricultural  pursuits  for  many  years,  but  in  1894  came 
to  Des  Moines  where  he  turned  his  attention  to  the  fire  insurance  business  in 
which  he  has  since  become  widely  known  and  prominent.  He  is  one  of  the  highly 
respected  men  of  this  city,  still  in  active  business  at  the  age  of  seventy-one  years. 
He  has  never  been  an  office  seeker  but  has  always  been  an  active  supporter  of 
the  republican  party  and  its  principles.  He  wedded  Mary  Warner,  a  native 
of  Maryland. 
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In  the  public  schools  of  Waterloo  John  W.  Budd  pursued  his  education  until 
graduated  from  the  high  school  with  the  class  of  1890.  He  then  came  to  Des 
Moines  and  pursued  a  course  in  engineering  at  the  Highland  Park  College,  from 
which  institution  he  was  also  graduated.  Later  he  spent  some  time  in  the  west 
in  engineering  work  for  the  Burlington  Railroad,  his  duties  taking  him  to  Ne¬ 
vada,  Colorado  and  Wyoming,  but  at  length  he  resigned  and  returned  to  his 
native  state.  For  some  time  thereafter  he  was  engaged  on  engineering  work 
for  the  short  line  railroad  from  St.  Paul  to  Des  Moines.  In  1902  he  took  up 
his  abode  in  Des  Moines  on  account  of  the  illness  of  his  wife  and  when  the 
time  for  the  city  election  drew  near  he  was  prevailed  upon  to  become  a  candidate 
for  the  position  of  city  engineer  and  was  elected.  His  capable  service  during  his 
first  term  led  to  his  reelection  in  1904  and  at  the  close  of  his  second  term  he 
retired  from  office.  He  did  not  at  that  time  become  a  candidate  for  reelection, 
devoting  the  succeeding  two  years  to  general  engineering  work.  In  1908,  how¬ 
ever,  he  was  appointed  city  engineer  under  the  new  “Des  Moines  plan  of  gov¬ 
ernment.”  The  city  is  growing  rapidly  and  the  improvements  instituted  keep 
pace  with  its  growth  and  development,  so  that  Mr.  Budd  is  a  very  busy  man  in 
the  discharge  of  his  official  duties.  Much  important  work  has  been  carried  on 
under  his  supervision  including  the  laying  of  pavement,  the  building  of  sewers 
and  the  construction  of  several  beautiful  bridges,  namely  those  on  Sixth  street 
and  Locust  street,  while  the  Walnut  street  bridge  is  now  under  construction. 
The  duties  of  engineer  in  a  city  like  Des  Moines  are  no  sinecure.  Efficiency, 
capacity  for  organization,  unfaltering  energy  and  determination  and  the  exe¬ 
cution  of  well  defined  plans  are  all  demanded  on  the  part  of  one  who  fills  this 
position.  Mr.  Budd  is  lacking  in  none  of  these  requirements  and  his  work 
speaks  for  itself. 

In  1901  at  Waterloo  Mr.  Budd  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Clara  Foulk, 
a  native  of  that  place  and  a  daughter  of  L.  F.  Foulk.  Five  children  have  been 
born  unto  them:  Helen,  John,  Susan,  Frances  and  Frank.  Mr.  Budd  belongs 
to  Capital  Lodge,  No.  no,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  to  the:  Odd  Fellows  lodge  and 
the  Knights  of  Pythias  fraternities,  and  has  always  given  his  political  allegiance 
to  the  republican  party.  His  connection  with  the  office  of  city  engineer  now 
approaches  eight  years,  and  he  has  ever  proved  a  worthy  official  and  loyal  to 
the  interests  entrusted  to  his  care.  His  ability  in  this  direction  is  due  to  his 
wise  use  of  opportunity  and  his  constantly  broadening  experiences. 


FREDERICK  JAMES  WILL,  M.  D. 

In  the  twenty-seven  years  of  his  active  connection  with  the  medical  profes¬ 
sion  Dr.  Frederick  James  Will  has  forged  constantly  ahead.  Long  since  he  has 
passed  the  point  of  success  and  is  fast  reaching  that  of  distinction,  for  his  ability 
is  recognized  far  beyond  the  limits  of  the  city  in  which  he  practices..  He  was 
born  at  Iowa  Center  in  Story  county,  Iowa,  on  the  nth  of  June,  1859,  a  son 
of  James  St.  Clair  and  Kate  (Berlin)  Will.  His  father  was  a  native  of  New 
Market,  Virginia,  born  June  13,  1818,  and  was  a  son  of  John  Henry  Will,  a 
soldier  of  the  war  of  1812. 

The  family  was  represented  in  the  Revolutionary  war  by  Henry  Will,  the 
great-grandfather  of  the  Doctor,  who  was  born  in  the  old  feudal  state  of  Hesse- 
Cassel,  now  a  portion  of  the  German  empire.  On  leaving  his  native  town  in 
1843  Tames  St.  Clair  Will  removed  to  Buckhannon,  Upshur  county,  West  Vir¬ 
ginia,  and  was  married  in  February  of  the  following  year  to  Miss  Lavina 
Hevener,  a  member  of  the  old  Hevener  family  of  Virginia,  who  by  marriage  are 
relatives  of  the  late  Senator  Jonathan  P.  Dolliver,  of  Iowa.  Mrs.  Will  died  in 
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March  1850,  leaving  two  children :  Mary  Ellen,  now  the  wife  of  Jesse  Bowen, 
a  resident  of  Maxwell,  Iowa;  and  John  William,  who  died  in  1909  and  is  buried 
at  Iowa  Center.  In  the  latter  part  of  1851  James  S.  Will  was  married  to  Miss 
Kate  Berlin,  a  daughter  of  George  Augustus  Berlin,  a  granddaughter  of  Fred¬ 
erick  Berlin  and  a  great-granddaughter  of  Abraham  Berlin.  The  last  named 
was  a  member  of  the  general  committee  (or  standing  committee)  of  corres¬ 
pondence  of  Northampton  county,  Pennsylvania,  for  Easton,  elected  May  30, 
1776,  and  reelected  at  the  end  of  his  term  in  1777.  The  records  of  the  commit¬ 
tee  published  in  the  Pennsylvania  Archives,  second  series,  Volume  14,  from 
page  600  to  633,  abruptly  end  in  August,  1777?  but  during  that  time  Abraham 
Berlin  was  present  at  thirty-eight  out  of  forty-one  meetings  of  the  committee. 
It  is  probable  that  he  was  chairman  of  the  committee  at  some  time,  since  in 
the  Journals  of  Congress,  January  1,  1777,  to  July  31,  1778,  inclusive,  on  page  244 
is  found  the  following  entry  relative  to  Abraham  Berlin  s  set  vices  as  such  chair¬ 
man:  “In  consequence  of  an  adjustment  by  the  commissioner  of  claims,  the 
auditor  general  reports  that  there  is  due  to  Abraham  Berlin,  chairman  of  the 
committee  of  Northampton  county,  for  his  account  of  rations  supplied  Colonel 
Hands’  battalion  last  winter,  at  Easton,  as  well  as  the  militia  who  were  on  their 
way  to  camp,  $834.22-90,  and  for  his  trouble  and  expense  in  advancing  great 
part  of  the  money  and  for  paying  the  remainder,  $40,  the  whole  amounting  to 
$864.22-90.’’  George  W.  Berlin,  a  brother  of  Mrs.  Will,  was  a  delegate  to 
the  secession  convention  at  Richmond,  Virginia,  and  was  one  of  the  signers  o 
the  ordinances  of  secession  of  the  state  of  V  irginia.  Kate  Berlin  became  the 
wife  of  James  St.  Clair  Will  and  died  in  1870.  By  that  marriage  there  were  born 
three  sons:  Dr.  Frederick  James  Will,  of  Des  Moines ;  Arthur  Lee  Will,  of 
Salina,  Kansas;  and  Dr.  Harry  Clayton  Will,  of  Chicago,  Illinois. 

Dr.  Will,  whose  name  introduces  this  record,  supplemented  his  common 
school  education  by  study  in  the  Iowa  State  Agricultural  College,  where  he  re¬ 
mained  as  a  student  from  1873  until  1876,  at  which  time  he  was  appointed  a 
cadet  midshipman  in  the  United  States  navy.  He  entered  the  naval  academy 
at  Annapolis  in  1876  but  resigned  from  the  navy  in  1879.  This  constitutes  the 
extent  of  his  military  service  save  that  from  May,  1907,  until  January,  1909, 
he  was  surgeon  general  of  the  Iowa  National  Guard.  Having  decided  to  adopt 
the  profession  of  medicine  as  his  life  work,  he  entered  the  medical  departmen 
of  the  State  University  of  Iowa  in  1880  and  won  his  degree  of  M.  D.  in  1883. 
In  March  of  that  year  he  entered  upon  the  active  practice  of  his  profession  at 
Jewell  Junction,  Iowa,  and  in  1885  removed  to  Eagle  Grove  where  he  remained 
until  1900,  becoming  a  resident  of  Des.  Moines  on  the  28th  of  Septembei  o 
that  vear.  Prior  to  his  active  connection  with  the  medical  profession,  how¬ 
ever  he  had  made  his  initial  step  in  business  life,  for  during  his  college  vacations 
he  had  taught  school,  first  in  Polk  county  in  1874.  and  1875  and  afterward  in 
Story  county.  Since  his  graduation  from  the  medical  department  of  the  Iowa 
University,  however,  he  has  devoted  his  entire  time  to  the  practice  of  medicine 
and  has  made  continuous  progress  in  the  field,  of  his  chosen  labor.  Experience 
and  research  have  heightened  his  ability  and  his  skill  is  manifest  in  the  excellen 

results  which  continually  follow  his  efforts.  .  >.T  ,1 

In  i88q  Dr  Will  was  appointed  district  surgeon  for  the  Chicago  &  North¬ 
western  Railway  and  has  filled  the  position  continuously  to  the  present  time  or 
for  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century.  In  1897  he  was  elected  h^d  phys>clan  of 
the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America  for  Iowa  and  filled  that  office  untd  i90i. 
On  the  28th  of  August,  1900,  he  was  elected  medical  directoi  of  The  Ba  e  s 
Life  Association,  which  position  he  still  fills.  He  is  connected  with  a  num 
of  the  most  important  medical  societies  of  .the  country,  holding  membership 
with  the  American  Medical  Association,  the  American  Association  of  Railway 
Surgeons,  the  Tri-State  Medical  Association,  the  Iowa  State  Medical  Associa¬ 
tion  and  the  Association  of  Military  Surgeons  of  the  United  States. 
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The  official  positions  which  Dr.  Will  has  filled  have  been  in  the  direct  path 
of  his  profession  save  that  of  postmaster  of  Eagle  Grove,  to  which  he  was  ap¬ 
pointed  by  President  McKinley.  In  May,  1907,  Governor  Albert  B.  Cummins 
appointed  him  to  a  position  on  his  staff  and  he  was  also  made  surgeon  general  of 
the  Iowa  National  Guard.  Governor  Cummins  also  appointed  him  a  delegate  to 
the  American  International  Congress  on  Tuberculosis,  which  was  held  in  St. 
Louis  during  the  Louisiana  Purchase  Exposition.  He  has  been  an  active  worker 
in  the  republican  party  and  in  1896  was  an  alternate  delegate  to  the  republican 
national  convention  at  St.  Louis  which  nominated  William  McKinley.  In  1900 
he  was  an  alternate  delegate  to  the  national  convention  at  Philadelphia,  where 
William  McKinley  and  Theodore  Roosevelt  were  made  the  standard  bearers 
of  the  party. 

In  1884  occurred  the  marriage  of  Dr.  Will  and  Miss  Millie  A.  Baldwin,  a 
daughter  of  Frank  M.  and  Mary  (Maxwell)  Baldwin.  Her  father  was  a 
pioneer  merchant  of  Story  county  and  a  native  of  New  York.  Her  mother  was 
a  daughter  of  George  Maxwell,  who  held  a  number  of  public  offices  during 
and  after  the  Civil  war  and  at  one  time  represented  Story  county  in  the  general 
assembly.  The  aeath  of  Mrs.  Millie  Will  occurred  in  1888  and  one  son,  Frank 
Arthur  Will,  born  August  4,  1886,  survived  her.  On  the  14th  of  April,  1904, 
Dr.  Will  was  again  married,  this  union  being  with  Ethel  A.  Israel,  a  daughter 
of  Winfield  Clayton  and  Olive  (Shearer)  Israel,  of  Des  Moines.  The  first 
representatives  of  the  Israel  family  in  America  spelled  their  name  DTsraeli  and 
they  also  trace  relationship  to  Israel  Putnam.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Will  have  one 
daughter,  Hortense  Olive,  born  November  30,  1909.  Dr.  Will  is  of  the  Epis¬ 
copal  faith  and  was  christened  by  Bishop  Lee,  Iowa's  first  Episcopal  bishop.  He 
is  well  known  in  fraternal,  scientific  and  social  circles.  In  Masonry  he  is  a 
member  of  Capital  Lodge,  No.  no,  A.  F.  &  A.  M. ;  Corinthian  Chapter,  No.  114, 
R.  A.  M. ;  Temple  Commandery,  No.  4,  K.  T. ;  and  is  also  a  Noble  of  the  Mystic 
Shrine,  being  a  member  of  Za-Ga-Zig  Temple.  He  also  holds  membership  with 
the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and  with  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and 
belongs  to  the  Society  of  the  Sons  of  the  American  Revolution  and  the  State 
Historical  Society  of  Iowa  as  well  as  the  Golf  and  Country  Club  of  Des  Moines, 
the  Hyperion  Club  of  Des  Moines  and  other  social  organizations.  His  admis¬ 
sion  to  these  societies  bespeaks  his  popularity  and  indicates  the  fact  that  he  has 
a  large  circle  of  warm  friends.  Whenever  his  arduous  and  complex  profes¬ 
sional  duties  leave  him  leisure  he  enjoys  meeting  with  his  fellow  members  of 
clubs  and  fraternities  or  in  participating  in  the  investigations  of  the  scientific 
societies  with  which  he  is  allied.  His  interests  are  broad  and  varied  and  few 
men  are  better  informed  concerning  the  questions  of  significant  and  vital  im¬ 
portance  to  the  community  and  to  the  nation  at  large. 


CHARLES  F.  KEELING. 

Charles  F.  Keeling,  one  of  the  leading  agriculturists  of  Allen  township,  is 
the  owner  of  two  hundred  and  ten  acres  of  valuable  land  on  section  32  and 
section  30.  His  birth  occurred  in  Montgomery  county,  Iowa,  on  the  30th  of 
May,  1872,  his  parents  being  John  and  Emma  Keeling,  natives  of  Indiana,  who 
established  their  home  in  this  state  in  1852.  They  reared  two  children,  of  whom 
our  subject  is  the  elder. 

Charles  F.  Keeling,  who  was  brought  to  Polk  county  in  1875,  obtained  his 
education  in  the  common  schools  of  Avon.  Throughout  his  entire  business  ca¬ 
reer  he  has  followed  the  pursuits  of  farming  and  stock-raising  in  Allen  town¬ 
ship,  making  a  specialty  of  shorthorn  cattle  and  Poland  China  hogs.  His  under¬ 
takings  as  an  agriculturist  have  been  attended  with  a  gratifying  measure  of 
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success  and  he  is  now  the  owner  of  two  hundred  and  ten  acres  of  land  on  section 
32  and  section  30.  He  always  keeps  in  touch  with  the  most  advanced  ideas 
on  agriculture  and  is  a  practical  farmer,  whose  fields  are  under  a  high  state  of 
cultivation  and  whose  improvements  are  modern  and  substantial. 

On  the  26th  of  March,  1896,  Mr.  Keeling  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Clara  Krysher,  a  daughter  of  Levi  and  Margaret  Krysher,  who  were  natives  of 
Pennsylvania  and  came  to  Iowa  in  1848,  settling  in  Allen  township.  Mr.  Krysher 
is  now  deceased,  passing  away  at  the  ripe  old  age  of  seventy-eight  years.  Unto 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Keeling  have  been  born  six  children,  three  sons  and  three  daugh¬ 
ters,  namely :  Fern,  Marie,  Florence,  Floyd,  Ralph  and  Russell. 

Mr.  Keeling  is  a  stanch  republican  in  politics  and  has  held  all  of  the  town¬ 
ship  offices,  including  those  of  trustee  and  school  director.  His  public  duties 
have  ever  been  discharged  in  a  most  prompt  and  capable  manner  and  to  the 
satisfaction  of  all  concerned.  His  religious  faith  is  indicated  by  his  membership 
in  the  Christian  church.  He  is  interested  in  gold  mines  to  some  extent  and 
is  widely  recognized  as  one  of  the  substantial  and  esteemed  citizens  of  his 
community. 


ALFRED  WINGATE. 

The  fraternal  orders  occupy  a  prominent  place  in  modern  life,  and  nowhere 
do  they  flourish  as  in  the  free  atmosphere  of  America.  The  principles  of  brother¬ 
hood  appeal  to  the  best  instincts  of  man,  and  have  found  ready  response  in  every 
part  of  the  country,  especially  in  the  larger  centers  of  population.  The  Masonic 
order,  being  the  oldest,  finds  its  adherents  everywhere,  and  is  one  of  the  im¬ 
portant  agencies  in  the  promotion  of  brotherly  sentiments  in  Des  Moines,  as  in 
all  other  leading  cities  in  Iowa.  Among  its  honored  representatives  may  be 
named  Alfred  Wingate,  grand  secretary  of  the  Grand  Chapter,  R.  A.  M.  He 
was  born  in  Canada,  September  15,  1839,  and  is  the  son  of  Asa  S.,  and  Charity 
(Willsie)  Wingate,  the  latter  of  whom  was  born  in  New  Flampshire  in  1807.  Hie 
father  was  also  a  native  of  New  Hampshire.  He  was  a  farmer  and  came  west 
in  1857,  locating  in  Iowa. 

Alfred  Wingate,  the  only  child  of  his  parents,  received  his  preliminary  edu¬ 
cation  in  the  common  schools  of  Canada  and  New  York  state,  subsequently 
becoming  a  student  in  one  of  the  eastern  academies.  At  eighteen  years  of  age 
he  came  with  his  parents  to  Iowa,  and  in  1858,  began  his  active  career  in  the 
mercantile  business  at  McGregor,  continuing  in  that  line  for  eleven  years,  dur¬ 
ing  which  time  he  gained  a  large  amount  of  knowledge  concerning  men  and 
affairs,  which  has  been  of  practical  benefit  to  him  in  the  years  that  have  since 
elapsed.  Coming  to  Des  Moines  in  1880,  he  entered  the  service  of  the  Chicago, 
Burlington  &  Quincy  Railroad,  as  general  agent.  In  1886,  he  retired  from  rail¬ 
way  employment,  and  since  that  time  has  been  grand  secretary  of  the  Grand 
Chapter,  R.  A.  M.,  of  Iowa,  filling  the  position  with  an  ability  that  has  met  the 
hearty  approval  of  his  brethren  throughout  the  state. 

On  the  23d  day  of  October,  1865,  Mr.  Wingate  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Miss  Josephine  Biffle,  born  in  Ottawa,  Illinois,  January  11,  1850.  The  father, 
Peter  Biffle,  departed  this  life  while  his  daughter  was  in  her  infancy.  Four 
children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wingate,  namely:  Florence,  of  Des 
Moines,  who  married  Luther  Warren,  now  deceased ;  Allie  Grace,  the  wife  of 
Rufus  L.  Chase,  Jr.,  of  Des  Moines;  Clara  Blanche,  who  is  now  society  re¬ 
porter  for  the  Daily  News;  and  Harry  A.,  at  home.  Mr.  Wingate  is  politically 
identified  with  the  republican  party  and  is  a  stanch  believer  in  its  principles  and 
in  the  ability  of  its  leaders  to  carry  the  country  through  any  emergency  that 
may  arise.  As  a  Mason  he  holds  membership  in  Capital  Lodge,  No.  no,  A. 
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F.  &  A.  M.,  Corinthian  Chapter,  No.  14,  R.  A.  M.,  Alpha  Council  No.  1,  R. 
&  S.  M.,  Temple  Commandery,  No.  4,  K.  T.,  and  Des  Moines  Consistory,  No. 
3,  A.  A.  S.  R. 

Mr.  Wingate  is  a  man  of  many  genial  social  characteristics  and  he  has  a 
host  of  friends,  many  of  whom  are  not  connected  with  any  fraternal  organiza¬ 
tion.  By  a  life  of  probity  and  helpfulness  he  many  years  ago  became  a  promi¬ 
nent  factor  in  the  affairs  of  the  community.  His  efforts  have  always  been 
directed  on  the  side  of  right  and  progressiveness,  therefore  he  is  justly  accorded 
a  high  place  in  the  estimation  of  those  who  know  him. 


TACITUS  HUSSEY. 

Over  half  a  century  ago,  November  9,  1855,  to  be  exact,  Tacitus  Hussey 
arrived  at  the  spot  now  occupied  by  Des  Moines,  and  little  did  he  imagine  that 
he  would  live  to  see  the  frontier  settlement  grow  into  one  of  the  most  flourish¬ 
ing  and  beautiful  cities  of  the  west.  He  was  actively  connected  with  its  busi¬ 
ness  interests  for  many  years  and  is  now  retired  and  enjoys  in  an  unusual  degree 
the  respect  of  the  entire  community. 

He  is  a  native  of  Terre  Haute,  Indiana,  born  October  10,  1833,  being  a  son 
of  George  and  Mary  (Brockway)  Hussey.  The  father  served  as  second  lieu¬ 
tenant  of  the  garrison  that  defended  Fort  McHenry  at  Baltimore,  Maryland, 
September  14,  1814.  He  was  personally  acquainted  with  Francis  Scott  Key, 
who  wrote  the  Star  Spangled  Banner  the  morning  the  siege  was  raised.  He 
was  born  in  Baltimore  and  became  an  Indian  trader  at  Vincennes,  Indiana,  later 
engaging  in  farming  in  Vigo  county,  Indiana.  The  mother  was  born  at  Sche¬ 
nectady,  New  York,  and  came  west  with  a  wagon  train,  riding  the  entire  distance 
to  Indiana  on  horseback.  Of  the  children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hussey  the  eldest 
son  is  now  living  at  Terre  Haute  and  is  the  oldest  banker  in  the  state  of  Indiana. 

Tacitus  Hussey  received  his  preliminary  education  in  a  log  schoolhouse  in 
Vigo  county,  which  he  attended  during  the  five  winter  terms  of  three  months 
each.  In  his  early  manhood  he  entered  the  printing  office  of  the  Terre  Haute 
Journal  and  there  completed  his  trade  as  printer  in  1855.  Being  attracted  to 
the  great  west  he  came  to  Fort  Des  Moines  the  same  year  and  has  since  con¬ 
tinuously  made  his  home  at  this  place.  He  worked  as  a  printer  in  the  offices 
of  the  Iowa  Statesman  and  the  Citizen,  later  becoming  foreman  in  the  publish¬ 
ing  house  of  Mills  &  Company.  In  1864  he  assisted  in  organizing  the  printing 
and  bookbinding  firm  of  Carter,  Hussey  &  Curl  and  continued  actively  in  busi¬ 
ness  until  April,  1901,  since  which  time  he  has  lived  retired. 

On  the  1 8th  of  August,  1859,  Mr.  Hussey,  at  Des  Moines,  was  married  to 
Miss  Jennie  Clement,  a  daughter  of  Rev.  Asa  and  Rosetta  Clement,  both  of 
whom  were  natives  of  Poughkeepsie,  New  York,  the  father  having  been  a  class¬ 
mate  of  Franklin  Pierce  in  college.  Politically  Mr.  Hussey  ever  since  arriving 
at  voting  age  has  given  earnest  support  to  the  republican  party  and  fraternally 
he  is  identified  with  the  Masonic  order. 

He  has  taken  an  active  interest  in  the  Commercial  Club  and  was  its  treasurer 
for  twenty  years,  being  at  the  present  time  an  honorary  member  of  the  Golf 
and  Country  Club,  the  Des  Moines  Archery  Club  and  the  Hyperion  Club.  He 
is  also  a  valued  member  of  the  Central  Presbyterian  church,  with  which  de¬ 
nomination  he  has  been  connected  since  November  9,  1855. 

As  a  writer  he  has  been  favorably  known  for  more  than  forty  years.  He 
began  contributing  to  the  press  in  1866  and  is  especially  recognized  as  a  writer 
of  verse  and  reciter  of  his  verses,  being  designated  as  the  James  Whitcomb  Riley 
of  Iowa.  He  is  the  author  of  The  River  Bend  and  Other  Poems ;  History  of 
Steamboating  on  the  Des  Moines  River ;  History  of  the  Central  Presbyterian 
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Church ;  and  the  songs :  Iowa,  Beautiful  Land,  The  Old  Flag,  My  Country, 
Oh  My  Country,  and  many  others.  Iowa,  Beautiful  Land  is  the  favorite  song 
of  all  Iowa  associations,  wherever  they  may  be,  and  is  sung  in  the  schools  and 
colleges  of  the  state  on  Iowa  day. 

In  his  earlier  years  Mr.  Hussey  was  familiar  with  pioneer  scenes.  He  has 
been  an  eye  witness  of  the  great  development  in  Iowa  and  has  been  personally 
acquainted  with  its  prominent  men  almost  from  the  establishment  of  the  capital 
at  Des  Moines,  and  few  are  better  informed  as  to  its  history  or  have  been  more 
interested  in  its  growth.  Always  a  willing  and  efficient  worker  in  behalf  of  the 
public  good,  he  well  deserves  the  high  esteem  in  which  he  is  held  throughout 
his  adopted  state. 


GEORGE  YEAGER. 

It  is  only  when  a  crisis  occurs  in  the  maintenance  of  law  and  order  that 
the  ordinary  individual  stops  to  consider  the  importance  of  a  well  organized  police 
system  in  which  the  most  thorough  discipline  is  maintained,  combined  with  un¬ 
faltering  loyalty  to  duty  on  the  part  of  those  who  constitute  the  police  force. 
Police  protection  withdrawn  what  would  happen  in  our  cities?  The  results 
would  be  appalling.  It  is,  therefore,  of  the  greatest  moment  that  capable  men 
be  at  the  head  of  this  department  and  a  worthy  official  was  found  in  George 
Yeager,  who  on  the  6th  of  April,  1910,  was  appointed  to  the  position  of  chief 
of  police.  He  was  born  in  Strassburg,  Alsace,  September  26,  1864,  a  son  of 
George  and  Catherine  (Woolyoung)  Yeager,  who  were  also  natives  of  Strass¬ 
burg.  The  year  1880  witnessed  the  arrival  of  the  family  in  Burlington,  Iowa, 
where  they  resided  for  some  time,  and  afterward  removed  to  Perry,  Iowa. 
Later  the  father  died  in  Adel,  Iowa. 

George  Yeager  acquired  his  education  in  the  schools  of  Alsace.  He  was 
a  youth  of  about  sixteen  years  when  the  voyage  across  the  Atlantic  was  made 
and  in  1885  he  came  to  Des  Moines,  where  he  secured  employment  in  connec¬ 
tion  with  a  bakery  business.  Later  he  was  employed  in  a  coal  and  feed  yard 
and  so  continued  until  1900,  when  he  became  connected  with  the  police  force 
of  this  city,  being  appointed  desk  sergeant,  which  position  he  filled  for  one 
year.  He  was  then  promoted  to  the  detective  department,  wherein  he  continued 
until  1906,  when  he  was  ofifered  and  accepted  the  position  of  claim  agent  with 
the  Des  Moines  City  &  Interurban  Railway  Company.  He  proved  capable  in 
that  connection  and  was  retained  in  the  position  until  the  new  city  government 
was  elected  when  he  was  tendered  and  accepted  the  office  of  chief  of  police 
on  the  6th  of  April,  1910. 

Mr.  Yeager  has  been  very  actively  identified  with  organized  labor  and  while 
working  at  the  baker’s  trade  he  served  for  one  term  as  president  of  the  trades 
and  labor  assembly.  He  has  also  been  prominent  in  republican  politics  and  for 
one  term  was  secretary  of  the  republican  central  county  committee.  He  re¬ 
mained  an  active  factor  in  politics  up  to  the  time  of  his  connection  with  the 
police  force,  acting  as  a  member  of  the  central  committee  for  many  years  and 
giving  his  time  and  service  for  the  benefit  of  his  party  without  seeking  office 
or  remuneration.  His  present  appointment  to  the  position  of  chief  of  police 
came  to  him  unsought  and  was  a  merited  recognition  of  his  ability  and  trust¬ 
worthiness. 

Mr.  Yeager  is  married  and  has  a  family  of  four  children.  He  belongs  to 
Home  Lodge,  No.  370,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  to  the  Christian  church,  associations 
which  indicate  much  of  the  nature  of  his  interests  and  the  principles  which 
govern  his  conduct.  Well  educated,  in  a  foreign  land  and  at  first  handicapped 
by  the  lack  of  a  knowledge  of  the  English  language,  he  soon  overcame  the 


84 


CITY  OF  DES  MOINES  AND  POLK  COUNTY7 


difficulties  imposed  thereby  and  with  the  passing  years  has  made  himself  felt 
as  a  power  in  political  and  industrial  circles,  at  all  times  using  his  influence 
for  the  adoption  and  promotion  of  those  measures  and  movements  which  are 
elements  in  good  government  and  progressive  citizenship. 


EDWIN  RUTHVEN  CLAPP. 

Edwin  Ruthven  Clapp  was  born  in  the  town  of  Casenovia,  Madison  county, 
New  York,  May  30,  1827.  He  was  the  son  of  John  and  Lucy  Hanson  Clapp, 
both  of  whom  were  born  in  Deerfield,  Massachusetts.  John  Clapp  was  born 
May  21,  1793.  His  death  occurred  near  Mount  Pleasant,  March  6,  1837,  at 
the  age.  of  forty-three  years.  Lucy  Hanson  Clapp  was  born  January  10,  1798, 
and  died  in  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  May  21,  1879,  aged  eighty-one  years. 

The  Clapp  family  is  of  Scottish  origin.  Edwin  E.  Clapp,  great-grandfather 
of  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was  the  original  American  ancestor.  John,  the 
father  of  Edwin  R.  Clapp,  had  a  loyal  memory  for  the  “Land  o’  Cakes,”  which 
was  shown  by  the  naming  of  his  four  children.  The  eldest  of  the  four  was 
named  William  Wallace ;  the  second,  Edwin  Ruthven ;  the  third,  Helen  Marr,  and 
the  youngest.  Robert  Bruce. 

Edwin  R.  Clapp’s  father  moved  from  Deerfield  to  Madison  county,  New 
Y7ork,  about  the  year  1825,  and  in  a  few  years  thereafter  became  a  resident  of 
Kirkland,  Ohio.  Thence  the  family  came  by  team  to  Iowa  in  1837,  settling  on 
a  little  claim  of  eighty  acres  near  what  is  now  known  as  Mount  Pleasant,  Henry 
county.  The  journey  to  Iowa  was  somewhat  unique.  They  had  lived  at  Kirk¬ 
land  about  three  years.  The  father,  hearing  of  the  then  “Great  West,”  and 
noping  to  better  his  condition  by  a  removal  thither,  packed  his  goods  in  a  wagon 
and  started  for  Cincinnati,  Ohio.  The  journey  was  not  unlike  the  pilgrimages 
of  hundreds  of  others  who  had  determined  to  come  west.  They  camped  out 
at  night,  cooked  and  ate  their  scanty  meals  in  the  open  air,  as  houses  on  the 
route  were  not  very  near  together.  When  they  arrived  at  Cincinnati,  they  took 
passage  on  a  steamship  down  the  Ohio  river  and  up  the  Mississippi  to  Quincy, 
Illinois,  where  the  boat  was  stopped  by  ice,  and  a  halt  had  to  be  made.  It  was 
here  that  the  father  was  taken  sick,  and  the  scanty  stock  of  money  was  fast 
running  out.  When  he  became  well  enough  to  travel,  the  journey  was  resumed, 
in  March,  by  wagon.  They  crossed  the  Mississippi  in  a  ferry-boat  at  Fort 
Madison  and  arrived  at  their  destination,  near  Mount  Pleasant,  in  March,  1837. 
The  father  died  on  the  sixth  of  March,  1837.  As  soon  as  the  family  arrived, 
the  settlers,  as  was  their  custom  in  those  days,  assembled  and  put  up  for  them  a 
cabin  on  his  claim  and  welcomed  him  to  Iowa  territory. 

After  the  father’s  death,  there  began  a  struggle  for  existence.  The  country 
was  new  and  supplies  were  not  to  be  had,  even  if  there  had  been  plenty  of 
money  to  buy.  A  little  patch  of  ground  was  cleared  near  the  cabin,  and  the 
two  boys  went  to  work  with  might  and  main  to  get  a  living.  The  mother  was  a 
true  pioneer  and  worked  night  and  day  to  keep  her  little  family  together  and 
succeeded  nobly.  Mrs.  Clapp  married  John  Lewis  in  1845.  She  has  written  her 
life’s  history  in  the  hearts  of  her  children  and  all  who  knew  her.  She  died  in 
Des  Moines  at  the  age  of  eighty-one.  Grandma  Lewis,  the  name  by  her  second 
marriage,  is  remembered  by  all  the  older  settlers.  She  died  at  the  home  of  her 
son,  Edwin  R.  Clapp.  With  filial  love,  in  due  time,  the  body  of  John  Clapp,  the 
father,  was  removed  from  Mount  Pleasant  and  sleeps  in  the  family  lot  in  Wood- 
lawn  cemetery. 

There  were  no  educational  facilities  in  Mount  Pleasant  at  that  time,  except, 
perhaps,  in  the  most  primitive  way,  so  Edwin  received  only  two  terms  of  winter 
school  in  a  log  schoolhouse.  This  school  was  not  different  from  other  frontier 
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schools  in  the  west  at  that  early  date.  However,  it  was  presided  over  by  Pro¬ 
fessor  Howe,  who  afterward  became  well  known  in  Iowa  as  an  instructor  and 
who  was  much  beloved  by  all  his  pupils.  William  Wallace  Clapp  was  seven 
years  older  than  his  brother,  and  on  him  rested  the  burden  of  taking  care  of 
the  family,  in  which  his  younger  brother  Edwin,  bore  no  little  part. 

In  the  year  1841,  Mr.  Clapp’s  mother  sold  her  claim  and  moved  to  Mount 
Pleasant  with  the  hope  that  employment  might  be  found  for  herself  and  sons. 
Edwin  found  work  at  the  Henry  Hotel,  kept  by  B.  C.  Tiffany,  at  four  dollars 
per  month.  His  duties  were  various,  from  building  fires  and  furnishing  fuel  to 
currying  and  feeding  the  horses  of  travelers  who  were  looking  the  country  over 
for  locations.  There  was  not  much  style  put  on  by  the  Henry  House  in  those 
days  of  ox  teams.  Hungry  stage  drivers,  merchants,  lawyers  and  teamsters  sat 
down  to  the  table  together,  and  scullions,  chambermaids  and  stable  boys  waited 
on  them  all. 

Mrs.  Clapp,  having  married  John  Lewis  in  1845,  made  a  change  in  the  life 
of  the  boys  a  little  later.  William  Wallace  came  to  “Fort  Des  Moines”  in  1845 
and  started  a  grocery  and  supply  store,  and  was  followed  by  his  brother  Edwin 
in  1846.  There  were  no  public  conveyances  in  those  days,  so  there  were  only 
three  modes  of  travel  available — by  team,  on  horseback  or  on  foot.  Edwin 
pluckily  started  out  on  foot,  with  such  help  as  he  could  get  from  occasional 
teamsters,  carrying  his  valise,  not  very  plethoric  in  its  proportions.  But  there 
were  unbridged  streams  to  cross,  and  only  three  houses  between  Oskaloosa  and 
thes  “Raccoon  Forks.”  These  were,  as  remembered,  Sam  Peet’s,  at  Black  Oak 
Grove,  just  below  Pella,  on  the  Muchachinock  creek.  “Sam,”  as  he  was  familiarly 
called,  kept  a  kind  of  a  tavern  and  fed  everybody  who  came  along,  giving  them 
beds  as  long  as  the  house  would  hold  them,  and  the  rest  camped  out  in  the  yard 
and  slept  on  straw,  with  the  sky  for  a  quilt,  unless  they  were  fortunate  enough 
to  have  brought  blankets  with  them.  The  next  stopping  place  was  kept  by 
Adam  Toole,  near  where  Monroe  now  stands.  Then  came  “Uncle  Tommy” 
Mitchell,  whose  house  was  open  to  travelers.  He  was  the  prince  of  all  Iowa 
men  and  could  take  care  of  more  people  and  keep  them  in  better  humor  than  any 
man  in  the  “Territory  of  Wisconsin.”  His  pioneer  tavern  was  on  Camp  Creek, 
in  what  is  now  Camp  township  on  the  old  stage  road.  On  this  tavern,  passing 
hungry  men  and  women  placed  their  hopes  of  a  good  meal  and  were  seldom 
disappointed. 

Mr.  Clapp  describes  the  surroundings  of  the  muddy  little  settlement — the 
“Raccoon  Forks” — as  he  first  saw  it,  as  picturesque  and  beautiful  in  its  wild¬ 
ness.  There  were,  perhaps,  one  hundred  people  in  the  village  at  this  time.  The 
Indian  title  expired  on  the  nth  of  October,  1845,  after  which  all  lands  and  lots 
could  be  claimed  and  “proved  up”  later.  There  was  only  a  squad  of  soldiers 
left  to  guard  the  government  property  until  it  could  be  disposed  of  and  to  keep 
order  until  a  civil  government  was  established.  When  Mr.  Clapp  came  to  Des 
Moines  in  1846  his  first  work  was  running  a  ferry-boat  at  ten  dollars  a  month. 
This  was  not  a  very  agreeable  job,  as  it  required  constant  attendance  at  the 
boat,  whether  there  was  any  business  or  not.  This  work  lasted  until  the  river 
froze  over  and  the  public  had  a  safe  and  free  bridge  of  ice  until  the  “break-up” 
in  the  spring. 

Mr.  Clapp’s  father  and  mother,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Lewis,  had  moved  to 
Brighton,  Washington  county,  Iowa,  and  thither  he  went  to  spend  the  winter, 
not  in  idleness  but  in  search  of  employment,  which  he  found  in  great  abundance 
during  the  winter  he  spent  there.  Mr.  Clapp  always  claimed  “Fort  Des  Moines” 
as  his  home,  no  matter  in  what  part  of  the  state  he  found  employment.  It  was 
a  spot  he  looked  to  as  a  place  where  he  would  finally  settle  down  and  where  he 
had  determined  to  live  all  his  life.  He  carried  out  his  ideals  in  a  way  seldom 
accomplished  by  young  men  struggling  for  an  honored  place  in  the  world. 
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In  1847-8,  with  his  savings  and  the  verbal  indorsement  of  his  step-father,  of 
whose  memory  he  always  spoke  in  the  most  affectionate  way,  he  procured  a  team 
and  v/agon,  and,  entering  into  partnership  with  Jesse  Metz,  at  Lancaster,  Keokuk 
county,  he  began  hauling  goods  from  Burlington.  Mr.  Clapp  bought  the  goods, 
hauled  them,  and  Mr.  Metz  sold  them,  the  profits  being  divided  in  a  satisfactory 
way.  The  distance  from  Burlington,  Iowa,  was  about  fifty  miles,  and  manv 
trips  were  made  in  the  course  of  a  year.  Later  he  bought  a  lot  of  flour  and 
carried  it  about  the  country,  selling  it  to  the  settlers,  who  were  very  glad  to  have 
the  supplies  brought  to  their  doors  in  this  unexpected  way.  Trips  extended  to 
Knoxville  and  sometimes  as  far  up  as  Des  Moines.  This  business  was  so  profit¬ 
able  that  in  a  season  or  two  he  was  out  of  debt,  fulfilling  Father  Lewis’  verbal 
promise  to  the  owner  of  one  of  the  horses,  who  was  a  little  doubtful  about  sell¬ 
ing  it  on  credit. 

In  1849  Mr.  Clapp  contracted  with  a  party  of  surveyors  then  encamped  on 
Four  Mile  creek,  to  haul  them  to  Keokuk.  This  was  in  December,  and  the  ther¬ 
mometer  was  in  the  neighborhood  of  twenty  degrees  below  zero  and  the  snow 
very  deep.  When  he  got  as  far  as  Tom  Mitchell’s  on  the  journey,  he  found 
that  it  was  going  to  be  impossible  to  get  through  with  a  wagon  without  great 
difficulty  and  engaged  Tom  Mitchell  to  take  them  to  their  destination  in  a  sled, 
gs  that  was  the  only  safe  means  of  travel  across  the  trackless  prairie  through 
the  deep  snow  of  mid-winter.  Seeing  that  wagons  were  handicapped  in  deep 
snows,  Mr.  Clapp  went  at  once  to  Washington  county  and  made  as  good  a  sled 
as  it  was  possible  to  make  with  the  tools  and  material  at  hand,  and,  when  com¬ 
pleted,  he  was  ready  for  any  emergency. 

The  winter's  work  of  Mr.  Clapp  had  been  fairly  profitable  and  been  mixed 
with  pleasure.  No  matter  how  busy  men  are  there  is  always  time  for  falling 
in  love  with  a  pretty  girl,  courting  and  marrying  her  as  soon  as  circum¬ 
stances  will  permit.  The  winter  evening  frolics  to  which  Mr.  Clapp  carried 
his  best  girl  behind  him  on  horseback,  had  borne  fruit,  and  they  became  en¬ 
gaged  lovers. 

On  the  evening  of  April  4,  1849,  there  was  a  quiet  wedding  in  the  southeast 
part  of  Washington  county,  where  Edwin  Ruthven  Clapp  and  Miss  Emily  f. 
Boughton  were  made  husband  and  wife.  Very  soon  thereafter  the  newly  wedded 
pair  began  preparations  for  stepping  out  of  the  old  home  into  the  new.  They 
came  to  Fort  Des  Moines  by  team  and  found  a  home  in  one  of  the  pioneer 
cabins  and  began  life  in  earnest.  The  bride  was  born  in  Chenango  county,  New 
York,  and  came  to  Iowa  with  her  parents  early  in  the  settlement  of  the  terri¬ 
tory.  Five  children  were  born  of  this  union:  Helen,  became  the  wife  of  Milton 
Forster  of  Des  Moines.  Ella  became  the  wife  of  W.  L.  White.  Ida  married 
Lewis  C.  Smith  and  was  formerly  a  resident  of  North  Des  Moines  but  now  lives 
in  California.  Edwin  B.  died  at  the  age  of  five,  and  John  W.  at  the  age  of 
twenty-four  years.  The  death  of  the  wife  and  mother  occurred  on  the  25th  of 
March,  1869. 

In  1850,  Mr.  Clapp  was  still  teaming,  sometimes  with  oxen.  At  some  sea¬ 
sons  of  the  year,  these  patient,  slow-moving  animals  were  preferable  to  horses, 
as  when  grass  was  plentiful,  they  could  live  on  the  country,  but  in  case  horses 
were  used,  grain  had  to  be  carried  or  a  supply  purchased  from  the  scantily  filled 
corn-cribs  on  the  way.  Freighting  by  ox  team  became  an  important  industry 
in  the  early  day  and  quite  a  number  of  Des  Moiners  engaged  in  it.  It  was  an 
exceedingly  hard  life,  and  only  those  who  could  endure  its  hardships  remained 

in  it  for  a  great  length  of  time. 

In  the  year  1854  Mr.  Clapp  was  elected  street  commissioner.  It  was  an  of¬ 
fice  that  did  not  require  all  the  time  of  an  officer,  as  side-walks  were  few  and 
grading,  curbing  and  paving  were  many  a  year  in  the  future.  His  first  duty, 
according  to  the  record,  was  that  of  taking  charge  of  the  subscription  list  pre- 
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sented  by  Charles  C.  Van  in  aid  of  the  construction  of  a  bridge  across  ’Coon 
river,  and  “that  he  be  authorized  and  entrusted  to  circulate  the  same.” 

The  plan  of  John  H.  Millar,  city  engineer,  having  been  adopted,  it  was  a 
condition,  and  Mr.  Clapp  was  so  instructed:  ‘That  the  bridge  should  be  free 
to  those  who  subscribed — and  paid!”  Then  after  Air.  Clapp  had  circulated  the 
bridge  subscription  paper,  the  town  treasurer  was  instructed  to  “collect  the  sub¬ 
scriptions  to  the  'Coon  river  bridge  according  to  the  terms  of  the  same,”  but  to 
“deduct  one-third  of  the  amount  subscribed  by  each  individual.”  Among  other 
acts  for  the  benefit  of  the  public,  under  instruction  of  the  town  council,  he  built 
a  bridge  over  “Bird’s  Run,”  at  Fourth  street,  at  a  cost  of  about  twenty-four 
dollars.  As  the  bridges  on  this  troublesome  little  “run”  had  to  be  renewed  nearly 
every  time  there  was  a  freshet,  the  town  authorities  were  “cutting  the  garment 
according  to  the  cloth. ’’  This  and  much  similar  work  was  done  by  him  during 
his  two  terms  of  office. 

in  April,  1855,  Mr.  Clapp,  with  a  company  of  choice  spirits,  went  to  Indianola, 
Iowa,  to  institute  an  Odd  Fellows  lodge.  The  charter  members  were :  Wesley 
Redhead,  Des  Moines;  E.  R.  Clapp,  Des  Moines;  Thomas  C.  Lawrence,  D.  W. 
Griffith  and  J.  H.  Millar.  There  were  received  by  card  that  night  Thomas 
Sargent  and  Jacob  W.  Stark.  There  were  admitted  by  initiation  William  Hunt. 
Jesse  Blackburn,  Joseph  C.  Watson,  William  E.  Hale  and  Luke  Bryan. 

In  1856  Mr.  Clapp  brought  two  loads  of  lumber  from  Iowa  City  to  build 
his  own  house ;  but  there  was  such  a  clamor  for  parts  of  it  by  his  friends,  that, 
in  order  to  supply  the  demands  and  have  lumber  enough  left  to  go  on  with  his 
own  contracted  work,  he  found  that  he  would  have  to  get  a  larger  supply.  He 
hired  ten  teams  and  sent  them  to  Iowa  City  to  get  new  supplies.  He  went  by 
stage  a  little  later  and  got  there  about  the  time  the  last  team  got  through.  He 
bought  his  supply  of  Peter  Musser  and  started  them  back  as  fast  as  the  teams 
could  be  loaded.  Some  of  these  teamsters  were  employed  the  rest  of  the  season 
in  hauling  lumber ;  and  what,  with  dealing  in  ice,  hauling,  and  building  a  house, 
he  lived  a  somewhat  strenuous  life.  The  lumber  yard  was  established  on  a  por¬ 
tion  of  the  quarter  block  where  Clapp’s  block  now  stands.  At  the  close  of  the 
building  season,  when  the  stock  had  all  been  sold,  he  found  out  that  he  had  made 
money  enough  in  the  business  to  pay  for  the  building  of  his  house.  He  then 
retired  from  the  lumber  business,  well  satisfied. 

In  i860,  by  the  kindness  of  friends  and  especial  mention  and  influence  of 
Hon.  Stewart  Goodrell,  Mr.  Clapp  was  made  the  unanimous  choice  by  the 
house  of  representatives  for  sergeant-at-arms  of  that  body.  This  was  a  notable 
triumph  as  there  were  many  contestants.  His  friends  congratulated  him  on  his 
good  fortune  but,  so  far  as  known,  it  did  not  puff  him  up  with  pride  nor  change 
his  usual  demeanor.  One  of  his  close  friends,  who  knew  him  as  a  “woodhauler,” 
said  to  him,  aftei  he  had  been  in  office  a  little  while:  “Well,  Ed,  three  dollars  a 
day,  without  any  heavy  work  to  do,  beats  wood-hauling  a  little,  doesn’t  it?” 
"Well,”  said  Ed,  “what,  with  wire-pulling,  watching  the  corners,  looking  after 
othei  people  s  affairs,  the  work  beats  wood-hauling  a  little  but  not  very  much. 
The  wheels  move  so  slow  sometimes  that  I  feel  as  if  I  ought  to  get  behind  the 
wagon  and  push.” 

Mr.  Clapp  claims  that  B.  F.  Allen,  one  of  our  earliest  bankers,  was  the 
best  friend,  financially,  he  ever  had.  hrank  Allen,  as  he  was  familiarly  called, 
was  an  excellent  judge  of  character  and  often  loaned  large  sums  of  money  to 
men  he  had  faith  in  without  any  real-estate  or  collateral  security.  When  Mr. 
Clapp  approached  him,  one  day  in  i860,  there  was  a  “heart-to-heart”  business 
talk  between  them  in  his  bank,  corner  of  Fourth  and  Court  avenue.  The  fol¬ 
lowing  conversation  took  place:  “Frank,  I  have  just  bought  a  farm.  It  is  all 
paid  for  but  I  will  have  to  have  some  money  to  give  me  a  working  capital.” 
Great  Scotland!  Ed.  Are  you  going  to  try  to  run  a  farm?”  “Yes,  I  am  and  I 
am  going  to  make  it  win,  too.”  “Ed,  look  over  the  farmers  of  your  acquaint- 
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ance  and  point  out  one  of  them  who  is  making  money.”  “Well,  Frank,  in  the 
way  some  of  them  are  running  their  farms,  I  do  not  see  how  it  is  possible  to 
make  money.  No  man  can  farm  and  get  up  at  eight  o’clock  in  the  morning — 
and  then  trust  to  a  hired  man  to  do  the  work !”  "Do  you  expect  to  go  on  the  farm 
and  take  charge  of  it  personally?”  “To  be  sure  I  do.  I  shall  leave  my  family 
right  where  they  are,  on  Pleasant  street,  and  come  to  town  only  when  I  am 
compelled  to  by  business.”  “How  much  money  do  you  want?”  “Ten  thousand 
dollars.”  “Ed,  I  know  you  are  a  hustler  and  have  succeeded  in  everything  you 
have  undertaken  so  far  but  such  a  loan  would  be  very  risky.”  “But,  Frank,  you 
do  not  consider  how  the  price  of  farm  land  will  increase  in  the  next  few  years. 
There  is  grazing  land  reaching  almost  up  to  McDivit’s  Grove,  which  can  be 
bought  for  less  than  ten  dollars  an  acre.  For  the  stock  farm  I  am  going  to 

make,  this  land  will  be  needed  as  business  expands  and  will  be  worth  more 

year  by  year.”  “Ed.,  you  will  have  to  give  me  time  to  think  it  over.  Come 
around  in  two  days,  and  I  will  tell  you  definitely  what  I  will  be  able  to  do.” 
At  the  end  of  two  days  there  was  another  conference,  and  the  whole  scheme 
was  gone  over  again  and  not  a  whit  of  the  entire  business  was  hidden  from  the 
rich  banker,  who  said:  "Ed.,  I  have  known  you  for  fourteen  years  and  never 
yet  knew  you  to  forfeit  )rour  word.  You  shall  have  such  an  amount  of  money 

as  you  wish,  on  your  personal  note,  and  I  will  trust  to  your  honor  to  pay  it  as 

soon  as  possible.”  The  note  was  drawn  and  the  money  placed  on  deposit.  As 
the  interest  became  due,  it  was  paid  promptly,  and  the  note  renewed  year  by  year. 
When  the  enlarged  farm  was  sold  to  Martin  Flynn,  in  1867,  and  the  banker 
was  paid  in  full,  the  banker  asked:  “Well,  Ed.,  how  did  you  come  out?” 
“Thirty-five  thousand  dollars  to  the  good!”  And  the  two  men  clasped  hands 
and  parted  with  a  feeling  of  friendship  which  only  death  could  dissever. 

In  i860,  Mr.  Clapp  bought  a  farm  on  Walnut  creek.  It  contained  originally 
two  hundred  and  sixty-five  acres,  but,  as  business  increased,  more  land  was 
needed,  and  piece  by  piece  was  added  until  it  expanded  to  six  hundred  acres. 
This  was  the  begining  of  one  of  the  finest  stock  farms  in  Iowa. 

Mutterings  of  war  began  to  be  heard  this  year;  but  it  was  not  until  the 
overt  act  of  firing  on  Fort  Sumter,  in  1861,  that  northern  men  realized  the 
dark  days  which  were  before  them.  It  was  not  possible  for  all  men  to  offer 
their  services  to  the  government — and  they  could  not  have  been  accepted  had 
the  offer  been  made.  It  was  necessary  for  some  men  to  stay  at  home  to  till 
the  fields,  to  raise  the  hogs  and  cattle  and  the  immense  amount  of  produce  to  be 
consumed  by  the  millions  of  soldiers  who  were  to  be  called  to  the  defense  of  the 
old  flag.  Mr.  Clapp  saw  his  duty  clearly  and  redoubled  his  efforts,  handicapped 
often  by  the  scarcity  of  farm  hands,  to  put  on  the  market  the  very  best  beef, 
hogs  and  other  farm  products  that  it  was  possible  to  raise.  So,  when  honors 
are  to  be  shared  in  the  history  of  those  trying  days,  they  should  be  equally  di¬ 
vided  between  the  men  who  fought  and  those  who  tarried  by  the  stuff.  Life  on 
a  farm  has  not  a  great  variety  of  incidents ;  and  the  years  passed  on,  one  with 
another,  in  about  the  same  way.  The  war  had  closed,  and  the  victors  and  van¬ 
quished  had  triumphantly  or  sadly  sought  their  homes. 

For  some  years  there  had  been  two  railroads  pointing  this  way,  and  every 
year,  as  the  gap  lessened,  there  was  a  corresponding  throb  of  joy  in  the  hearts 
of  the  people  of  Des  Moines.  With  a  great  hurrah,  the  first  train  of  the  Des 
Moines  Valley  Railroad  reached  the  long-waiting  city  on  the  29th  of  August, 
1866.  The  new  railroad  developed  new  business.  As  people  began  coming  in 
large  numbers,  bringing  their  goods  with  them,  it  became  necessary  to  establish 
a  warehouse  in  which  to  store  them  temporarily  until  the  owners  could  find  suit¬ 
able  places  in  which  to  set  up  housekeeping.  Seeing  this  necessity,  Mr.  Clapp 
and  H.  M.  Bush,  established  a  commission  house  on  the  east  side  of  the  river. 
This  firm  received  the  goods  from  the  railroad,  paid  the  charges,  stored  them 
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and  ran  the  chances  of  getting  their  return  when  they  were  called  for,  adding 
a  small  per  cent  for  storage  and  care. 

When  Mr.  Clapp  sold  his  farm  to  Martin  Flynn,  which  has  since  become  fa¬ 
mous  as  the  “Flynn  farm,”  it  contained  about  six  hundred  acres.  It  has  since 
grown  to  fifteen  hundred  acres  and  is  liable  to  expand  if  circumstances  require. 
It  is,  beyond  doubt,  the  finest  farm  in  central  Iowa.  The  quarter  block,  on  a 
portion  of  which  the  Clapp  block  now  stands,  was  sold  at  commissioner’s  sale, 
in  1850,  for  sixty  dollars.  The  purchaser  put  a  small  house  on  it  and  in  1853  sold 
it  to  Mr.  Clapp  for  five  hundred  dollars  and  fifty  cents.  In  the  same  year,  Mr. 
Clapp  sold  it  to  Israel  Spencer,  of  La  Fayette,  Indiana,  for  five  hundred  dollars, 
reserving  the  rent  for  three  years.  In  1869,  Mr.  Spencer  sold  it  to  Mr.  Clapp 
for  twenty-seven  thousand  dollars.  As  soon  as  Mr.  Clapp  had  closed  up  the 
deal  with  Martin  Flynn  for  the  big  Walnut  creek  farm,  he  began  negotiations 
with  Mr.  Israel  for  his  old  lot,  with  the  result  as  stated  above.  Then,  in  1871, 
Clapp’s  three-story  block  was  built,  which  was  at  that  time  the  pride  of  the  city. 

On  the  night  of  January  11,  1883,  Clapp’s  block  burned  to  the  ground,  and  the 
morning  of  the  12th  disclosed  battered  and  tottering  walls,  covered  with  a  thick 
coating  of  ice,  with  icicles  of  huge  proportions  hanging  everywhere,  reflecting 
all  the  colors  of  the  rainbow  in  the  light  of  the  rising  sun.  No  one  having  seen 
the  sorrowful  picture  of  desolation  of  that  morning  will  ever  forget  it.  With 
all  insurance  summed  up,  the  loss  was  about  eightly-four  thousand  dollars. 
Mr.  Clapp’s  loss  was  about  eighty  thousand  dollars.  The  insurance  policies  did 
not  cover  the  loss  by  that  much. 

Twenty  or  more  tenants  found  themselves  homeless  and  without  offices,  some 
of  whom  were  not  aware  of  the  fact  until  they  received  the  morning  paper.  A 
feeling  of  deep  sympathy  was  extended  to  Mr.  Clapp  on  account  of  this  heavy 
calamity,  and  hopes  expressed  that  he  might  retrieve  his  losses  in  the  most 
speedy  manner.  His  spirit  and  pluck  were  equal  to  the  occasion,  for,  phoenix¬ 
like,  from  the  ashes  of  the  old,  a  new  and  better  block  has  arisen,  which  is  the 
pride  of  the  city,  because  it,  like  its  builder,  “came  up  through  great  tribulation.” 

The  first  official  train  on  the  Chicago,  Rock  Island  &  Pacific  Railroad  arrived 
in  Des  Moines  September  9,  1867,  a  little  more  than  a  year  after  the  first  “rail¬ 
road  celebration”  had  been  held.  When  the  managers  of  that  road  declared  it 
open  and  ready  for  business  in  1867,  Mr.  Clapp  was  offered  and  accepted  the 
office  of  “general  contracting  live  stock  agent”  for  the  railroad  company,  which 
position  he  retained  until  the  year  1892.  His  knowledge  of  live  stock  and  his 
wide  acquaintance  with  live  stock  men  of  Iowa  fitted  him  especially  for  this 
kind  of  work.  Some  of  the  stock  was  driven  for  fifty  miles  and  shipped  at  all 
points  on  the  main  line.  The  pioneer  life  Mr.  Clapp  had  led  for  many  years  in 
the  open  air  stood  him  in  good  stead  in  those  days.  He  won  the  confidence  of 
all  with  whom  he  dealt,  and,  while  serving  his  employers  faithfully,  made  a 
friend  of  every  shipper  with  whom  he  did  business. 

Mr.  Clapp  was  an  excellent  judge  of  character,  and  seldom  made  a  mistake 
in  his  judgment.  In  1879,  while  engaged  as  general  stock  agent  for  the  Chicago, 
Rock  Island  &  Pacific  Railroad,  he  was  approached  by  a  freight  conductor  with 
whom  he  had  no  acquaintance  except  by  seeing  him  as  he  was  engaged  in  his 
labor,  but  who  introduced  himself  as  John  L.  Carey,  and  said:  “Mr.  Clapp,  I 
would  like  to  ask  your  advice  about  a  piece  of  land  I  have  been  looking  at,  with 
the  thought  of  buying  it.”  “Let  us  go  and  see  it,”  said  Mr.  Clapp.  1  he  land 
was  carefully  examined.  There  were  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres  in  the 
tract,  and  the  price  was  six  dollars  an  acre.  “Better  buy  it,"  said  Mr.  Clapp, 
laconically.  “But  I  have  not  near  money  enough,  and  I  have  nothing  but  my 
wages  to  depend  on.”  “Buy  the  land  and  I  will  see  you  through,”  was  the 
response.  The  purchase  was  made,  and,  as  the  tract  was  situated  very  near 
the  present  town  of  Avoca,  Mr.  Carey  made  a  snug  little  fortune  by  the  purchase. 
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The  following  announcement  tells  the  story  of  a  union  for  some  time  antic¬ 
ipated  by  the  thousands  of  friends  of  both  bride  and  groom :  “Married,  at 
Rushville,  Indiana,  April  20,  1871,  at  the  residence  of  the  bride’s  mother,  Mrs. 
P.  A.  Hackleman,  by  the  Rev.  A.  N.  Marlatt,  Mr.  E.  R.  Clapp  and  Sarah  Adelia 
Mills,  all  of  Des  Moines,  Iowa.”  The  wedding  ceremony  was  very  simple  and 
impressive.  Many  kind  wishes  were  extended  to  this  very  worthy  couple  by 
friends  and  relatives  at  the  bride’s  old  home,  and  a  warm  greeting  was  extended 
to  the  happy  pair  on  their  arrival  at  their  home  on  Pleasant  street.  Of  this  union, 
two  children  were  born:  Nellie,  who  died  in  infancy;  and  Bertha,  the  wife  of 
Leonard  E.  Harbach,  of  this  city. 

Mr.  Clapp  and  family  took  many  trips  into  various  parts  of  the  country. 
They  visited  Florida,  Montana,  the  Yosemite,  California  in  its  various  parts, 
Mexico,  Cuba,  and  the  Yellowstone  Park.  This  park  had  a  great  charm  for 
him,  as  it  was  then  in  a  much  wilder  state  than  it  is  today.  Mr.  Clapp's  life  had 
touched  so  many  other  lives  in  this  community  that  his  history  is  linked  with 
others  as  a  great  chain  of  friendship  and  love.  On  the  evening  of  the  1st  of 
March,  1887,  he  and  his  good  wife  threw  open  the  doors  of  their  capacious 
mansion,  then  on  Pleasant  near  Ninth,  to  their  old  and  new  friends,  to  celebrate 
Mr.  Clapp’s  fiftieth  year  in  Iowa. 

In  the  year  1887,  Mr.  Clapp  and  family  took  a  European  trip  and  spent  sev¬ 
eral  months  in  sight-seeing,  every  minute  of  which  was  enjoyed  to  the  full. 
They  landed  in  Liverpool  and  proceeded  at  once  to  London,  thence  going  to 
Paris,  where  they  stopped  but  for  one  day ;  and  then  began  their  sight-seeing 
proper,  in  Switzerland  and  northern  Italy.  They  went  to  Geneva  and  Pisa  and 
to  Rome,  around  which  so  much  ancient  history  clusters.  They  visited  Naples 
and  Pompeii  and  went  among  the  wonderful  lakes  of  Switzerland  and  strolled 
over  the  grand  old  Alps,  where  they  stayed  for  some  time  thoroughly  enjoying 
themselves.  They  went  to  northern  Italy  on  the  20th  of  May  and  were  there 
about  a  month.  Then  they  turned  their  eyes  toward  the  German  countries, 
went  to  Strasburg.  Baden  Baden,  Em’s,  and  then  into  Austria ;  afterward  to 
Salsburg,  Prague,  Dresden,  Berlin,  and  took  the  beautiful  trip  down  the  famed 
Rhine.  They  left  the  Rhine  at  Cologne  and  went  to  Amsterdam  and  The 
Hague.  There  they  took  a  carriage  drive  out  to  the  coast  of  the  North  Sea. 
They  afterward  spent  three  weeks  in  Paris,  “The  Palace  of  the  World.”  Dublin, 
Cork  and  Belfast  were  also  visited ;  also  Glasgow,  the  small  town  on  the  coast 
where  the  “Thistle"  was  built. 

A  few  years  after  the  European  tour,  a  southern  trip  was  taken  by  Mr. 
Clapp  and  his  wife,  which  covered  a  goodly  portion  of  the  south,  with  Cuba  as 
the  objective  point.  This  was  a  very  enjoyable  trip,  of  which  a  generous  men¬ 
tion  was  made  by  the  newspapers  of  the  city  after  the  return.  He  had  made  it 
a  point  to  take  such  a  vacation  as  this  every  year,  when  possible,  thus  adding 
to  his  experience  and  giving  him  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  places  visited. 

During  his  later  years  he  had  spent  a  portion  of  his  summers  nearer  home, 
by  occupying,  with  his  family,  his  large  and  hospitable  cottage  at  one  of  the 
popular  lakes  of  Iowa,  or  skimming  over  the  waters  in  his  handsome  sailboat, 
“Bertha.”  So  skillful  had  he  become  as  a  manager  of  this  jaunty  craft  that 
he  had  earned  the  title  of  “Commodore,”  and  to  which  his  competitors  in  sail¬ 
ing  said  he  was  justly  entitled. 

I11  1891  Mr.  Clapp  purchased  a  fine  piece  of  property  adjoining  the  resi¬ 
dence  of  T.  S.  Polk,  fronting  on  Grand  avenue.  Tames  C.  Savery  had  been 
the  owner  of  it  for  many  years.  The  price  paid  for  the  tract  was  thirteen  thou¬ 
sand  dollars.  This  place  was  bought  for  the  purpose  of  building  a  permanent 
residence  on  the  most  fashionable  street  in  the  city.  The  old  home  on  Pleasant 
street  had  been'  encroached  on  by  churches  and  apartment  houses,  and  it  was 
thought  best  to  secure  a  more  quiet  and  roomy  place.  No  doubt  with  much 
regret  the  old  home  was  disposed  of.  This  historic  house  had  been  his  resi- 
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dence  for  nearly  half  a  century.  It  has  been  the  scene  of  many  social  events 
among  the  old  as  well  as  the  younger  generations.  Many  pioneers  had  assem¬ 
bled  there  to  clasp  hands,  to  feast,  to  relate  experiences,  and  to  pass  down  the 
pathway  of  life,  never  to  look  into  each  other’s  faces  again,  and  whose  names 
now  are.  a  blessed  memory.  One  of  these  little  companies  of  the  oldest  people 
in  the  city,  whose  ages  ranged  from  eighty  to  sixty-nine,  gathered  here  on  one 
occasion,  and  the  gathering  was  called  the  “three-score  and  ten  party.”  Their 
ages  aggregated  one  thousand  years. 

Mr.  Clapp  lived  a  busy  life.  The  allurement  of  public  office  was  never  Ins 
'desire;  yet  he  was  often  importuned  to  accept  the  office  of  mayor  or  the  less 
important  one  of  alderman.  These  honors  he  left  to  others  and  employed  his 
time  in  attending  to  his  immediate  business  interests,  which  gamed  for  him  a 
liberal  competency  and  the  respect  of  his  thousands  of  friends  in  this  -city  and 
state 

On  the  night  of  January  22,  1906,  a  dark  shadow  overspread  his  happy  home. 
Mrs.  Clapp  had  been  for  some  months  confined  to  hei  room,  getting  out  at 
rare  intervals  to  mingle  with  her  companions.  For  the  last  few  weeks,  hei 
life  had  been  despaired  of  and  finally  all  hope  was  abandoned  by  her  sorrowing 
family  and  friends.  She  had  made  a  courageous  struggle  to  overcome  her  dis¬ 
ease,  and  the  star  of  hope  in  her  heart  did  not  grow  dim  until  very  neai  the 
end.  She  was  deeply  mourned  by  her  husband,  children,  relatives  and  friends. 
A  noble  life  had  gone  out,  adding  a  new  name  to  the  death-roll  of  the  early 
settlers,  who  were  fast  drifting  to  that  echoless  shore  at  which  all  life-barks 
must  touch  when  the  silver  cord  is  loosed  and  the  golden  bowl  broken. 

On  a  morning  in  May,  1906.  Mr.  Clapp  was  attacked  with  a  violent  illness 
and  took  to  his  bed,  from  which  he  never  arose  in  health  and  strength,  passing 
away  on  the  8th  of  June  of  that  year.  Step  by  step,  Mr.  Clapp  had  risen  from 
a  pioneer  farmboy,  ox-driver,  teamster,  farmer,  railroad  employe,  to  the  ownei 
of  a  fine  block  and  the  vice  presidency  of  the' Century  Bank.  Surely,  no  man’s 
life  is  more  worthy  of  emulating  than  is  the  career  of  Edwin  R.  Clapp. 

From  Mr.  Clapp’s  arrival  in  the  little  hamlet,  in  1846,  his  future  home,  he 
had  related  many  times  that  he  had  a  presentiment,  even  in  those  early  days, 
before  there  were  any  railroads  pointing  this  way,  that  this  village  was  to  be 
the  future  capital  and' a  railroad  center  during  his  lifetime,  and  lived  to  have  his 
convictions  verified.  He  was  a  man  of  strong  convictions,  and  when  he  be¬ 
lieved  that  he  v7as  right,  he  was  not  easily  moved  or  swayed.  He  planned  cai  e- 
fully  and  was  a  strong  man,  mentally  and  physically.  These  qualities  enabled 
him  to  endure  privations  and  hardships  which  would  have  crushed  a  weakling. 
Many  men  have  wealth  thrust  upon  them  by  inheritance.  Not  a  few^  gained 
a  competency  in  devious  ways;  but  the  relatives  and  friends  of  Mr.  Clapp  may 
twine  a  wreath  of  immortelles  for  him  of  whom  it  may  be  truthfully  said: 
“An  honest  man  is  the  noblest  work  of  God.”  As  wealth  increased,  and  theie 
was  not  an  incessant  demand  upon  his  time,  he  gave  moie  attention  to  leading 
and  study.  He  kept  himself  well  informed  of  the  doings  of  the  busy  world  and 
took  a  deep  interest  in  all  city  affairs.  There  were  few  better  informed  men 
than  he,  in  all  that  pertained  to  the  best  interests  of  the  city  he  loved  and  of 
which  he  was  one  of  the  founders. 


EDWARD  COURT  LYTTON. 

Edward  Court  Lytton,  secretary  to  Mayor  Hanna,  was  born  in  Muscatine, 
Iowa,  May  6,  1887,  and  is  a  son  of  John  Wakefield  and  Alice  Salina  Lytton, 
the  former  born  in  Davis  county,  Indiana,  in  1859*  <*ud  the  lattei  in  Madison 
county,  Iowa,  in  1864. 
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The  family  removed  to  the  capital  city  in  1891  and  Edward  C.  Lytton  was 
a  pupil  in  the  public  schools  of  East  Des  Moines  until  graduated  from  the 
high  school  on  the  25th  of  May,  1905.  He  also  devoted  a  portion  of  his  youth 
to  the  study  of  music  and  is  a  graduate  of  the  vocal  department  of  the  Des 
Moines  Musical  College,  completing  his  course  there  on  the  8th  of  June,  1908. 
For  two  years  he  was  engaged  in  the  lumber  business  with  Gabriel  Rees  &  Com¬ 
pany,  of  this  city,  and  since  then  has  given  his  time  and  attention  to  official 
duties.  On  the  1st  of  October,  1906,  he  became  chief  clerk  in  the  office  of  the 
state  food  and  dairy  commissioner  at  Des  Moines  and  continued  in  that  con¬ 
nection  until  the  1st  of  April,  1910,  when  he  entered  upon  his  duties  as  secre1 
tary  to  Mayor  Hanna.  He  has  invested  to  some  extent  in  city  property  and 
farm  land  and  thus  shows  his  faith  in  Des  Moines  and  her  future. 

Mr.  Lytton  is  a  member  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  of  the  Brotherhood 
of  American  Yeomen.  He  also  holds  membership  in  the  Capitol  Hill  Church 
of  Christ  and  is  serving  as  its  director  of  music.  Capability,  personal  worth, 
geniality  and  cordiality  have  made  him  popular  with  a  circle  of  friends  that  is 
constantly  growing  as  the  circle  of  his  acquaintance  widens. 


JOHN  D.  SEEBERGER. 

The  splendid  success  which  crowned  the  efforts  of  John  D.  Seeberger  was 
the  logical  result  of  intelligently  directed  labor  and  the  recognition  and  improve¬ 
ment  of  opportunity.  As  the  years  passed  his  achievement  materialized  in  pros¬ 
perity  that  made  him  one  of  the  prominent  merchants  of  this  city  and  in  his 
death  Des  Moines  lost  one  of  the  valuable  representatives  of  its  trade  interests. 

He  was  born  in  New  York  city,  November  4,  1836,  his  parents  being  John 
D.  and  Dorothea  (Goeth)  Seeberger,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Wetzler, 
Prussia,  where  they  were  married.  Crossing  the  Atlantic  to  the  new  world  in 
1834  they  settled  in  New  York,  where  they  resided  until  1837,  in  which  year 
they  became  residents  of  Wooster,  Ohio.  The  mother  died  in  the  year  1858 
while  the  family  were  living  at  Wooster,  and  the  father  afterward  removed  to 
Des  Moines,  becoming  an  honored  and  cherished  member  of  his  son's  household, 
here  remaining  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  February,  1886,  when  he  had 
reached  the  very  venerable  age  of  ninety-three  years.  Their  family  numbered 
three  sons  and  two  daughters  but  the  daughters  passed  away  in  infancy.  John 
D.  Seeberger  was  the  youngest  of  the  family  and  his  brothers  were  Alexander, 
a  resident  of  Monmouth,  Illinois,  and  Anthony  F.,  who  at  one  time  was  United 
States  collector  at  the  port  of  Chicago,  in  which  city  he  made  his  home.  All 
are  now  deceased. 

John  D.  Seeberger  was  less  than  a  year  old  at  the  time  of  the  removal  to 
Wooster,  Ohio,  where  at  the  usual  age  he  entered  the  public  schools,  therein  con¬ 
tinuing  his  studies  to  the  age  of  fourteen.  At  that  time  he  made  his  initial  step 
in  the  business  world  as  an  apprentice  in  mercantile  lines,  entering  the  dry-goods 
house  of  James  B.  &  Neal  Power,  of  Wooster.  In  that  establishment  he 
worked  his  way  gradually  upward,  promotion  coming  to  him  in  recognition  of 
his  worth  and  ability  during  the  ten  years  of  his  service  in  the  house.  His 
health  becoming  seriously  impaired  owing  to  close  confinement,  he  left  the  store 
and  took  a  trip  to  the  northwest,  visiting  the  territory  of  Idaho,  which  was  then 
largely  unexplored  and  almost  wholly  in  possession  of  the  Indians.  He  spent 
four  years  in  that  region,  his  outdoor  life  and  experiences  renewing  his  health 
and  vigor  and  with  a  robust  constitution  he  returned  to  the  middle  west.  Mak¬ 
ing  his  way  to  Chicago  he  spent  a  few  months  in  that  city  and  in  February, 
1865,  came  to  Des  Moines. 
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Here  he  purchased  the  interest  of  the  senior  partner  in  the  firm  of  Childs 
&  Howell,  hardware  merchants  of  this  city,  and  the  business  was  then  contin¬ 
ued  under  the  firm  style  of  Howell  &  Seeberger.  They  conducted  a  retail  hard¬ 
ware  store  until  1870,  when  they  extended  the  scope  of  their  enterprise  by  estab¬ 
lishing  a  jobbing  and  wholesale  business.  The  firm  of  Howell  &  Seeberger 
maintained  its  existence  until  1872,  when  Mr.  Seeberger  purchased  his  partner’s 
interest  and  was  afterward  sole  proprietor  to  the  time  of  his  death,  April  19, 
1901,  although  when  called  from  this  life  he  was  planning  to  organize  a  joint 
stock  company  for  the  further  conduct  of  the  business.  When  he  embarked  in 
the  wholesale  trade  in  1870  the  business  was  comparatively  small  but  through 
his  judicious  management,  careful  control  and  wisely  formulated  plans  it  in¬ 
creased  in  volume  until  his  sales  amounted  to  hundreds  of  thousands  of  dollars 
annually.  In  1890  the  business  of  the  house  had  reached  a  half  million  dollars 
and  was  still  growing.  This  became  one  of  the  most  important  wholesale  enter¬ 
prises  of  the  state,  its  trade  interests  covering  a  wide  territory.  The  name  of 
Seeberger  came  to  be  recognized  for  promptness  and  reliability  and  in  unquali¬ 
fied  measure  he  enjoyed  the  confidence,  trust  and  good-will  of  colleagues  and 
contemporaries. 

On  the  13th  of  November,  1866,  in  Chicago  Mr.  Seeberger  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Miss  Mariette  B.  Cooper,  a  daughter  of  Hugh  Cooper  and  a  native 
of  Mount  Vernon,  Ohio.  She  was  ever  a  most  true  and  faithful  helpmate  to 
her  husband  and  is  a  woman  of  most  kindly  and  charitable  spirit,  again  and  again 
extending  a  helping  hand  where  aid  is  needed.  Mr.  Seeberger,  too,  was  most 
benevolent  and  wherever  opportunity  offered  he  gave  his  assistance  to  aid  not 
only  those  in  extreme  want  but  also  to  encourage  those  who  were  attempting  to 
work  their  way  upward  as  he  had  done.  Young  men  profited  by  his  advice, 
counsel  and  substantial  aid  and  when  his  advice  was  sought  it  was  given  freely, 
proving  an  element  of  worth  in  the  successful  conduct  of  the  business  interests 
of  others. 

Politically  Mr.  Seeberger  was  a  democrat  and  while  firm  in  his  faith  in  the 
party  he  never  sought  office.  Both  he  and  his  wife  held  membership  in  St.  Paul’s 
Episcopal  church.  There  was  in  his  life  a  sunny  side  to  his  nature  known  best 
to  his  family  and  intimate  friends — a  kindly  spirit  that  was  manifest  in  gra¬ 
cious  acts,  in  ready  sympathy,  in  generous  impulses  and  in  genial  companion¬ 
ship.  He  was  respected  and  honored  wherever  known  but  those  who  knew  him 
best  loved  him  most. 


HENRY  SCHOLTE  NOLLEN. 

Henry  Scholte  Nollen,  director  and  secretary  of  the  Bankers  Life  Asso¬ 
ciation  of  Des  Moines,  and  director  of  the  Hawkeye  and  Des  Moines  Insur¬ 
ance  Companies,  the  Central  State  Bank  and  the  Central  Trust  Company,  has 
by  the  simple  weight  of  his  character  and  ability  gained  a  position  among  the 
foremost  representatives  of  insurance  and  financial  interests  in  Des  Moines.  No 
vaulting  ambition  to  attain  something  especially  great  or  famous  actuated  him 
at  the  outset  of  his  career,  but  his  intellect  early  grasped  .the  eternal  trutih 
that  industry  wins  and  industry  became  the  beacon  light  of  his  life.  He  has 
never  feared  to  venture  where  favoring  opportunity  has  led  the  way  and  each 
forward  step  has  brought  him  a  wider  outlook. 

Mr.  Nollen  is  one  of  Iowa’s  native  sons,  his  birth  having  occurred  Septem¬ 
ber  26,  1866.  His  parents  were  John  and  Sara  Johanna  S.  (Scholte)  Nollen. 
The  former  was  born  in  Holland,  April  4,  1828,  and  his  parents  were  Hendrikus 
and  Zwaantje  (Jongbloed)  Nollen,  who  were  likewise  natives  of  Holland,  born 
February  6,  1798,  and  July  24,  1801,  respectively.  Sara  Johanna  S.  Scholte 
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was  born  in  Holland  June  3,  1842,  and  her  parents  were  the  Rev.  Hendrik 
Peter  and  Sara  Maria  (Brandt)  Scholte,  born  September  25,  1805,  and  in  1810 
respectively.  John  Nollen  settled  in  Pella,  Iowa,  June  13,  1854.  About  seven 
years  previous  to  this  time,  on  the  29th  of  July,  1847,  the  lady  whom  he  later 
made  his  wife  had  come  to  this  state  with  her  father,  the  Rev.  Hendrik  P.  Scholte, 
who  founded  and  located  the  Holland  colony  at  Pella.  John  Nollen  engaged  in 
editorial  w^ork  on  the  Pella  Gazette  and  also  became  associated  in  the  banking 
business  with  Rev.  H.  P.  Scholte  and  Dr.  E.  H.  Grant,  a  cousin  of  General  U. 
S.  Grant.  He  has  been  continuously  engaged  in  the  banking  business  since 
1858  and  is  accounted  one  of  the  leading  financiers  of  his  part  of  the  state. 
His  ability  and  resourcefulness  have  also  been  manifest  in  various  other  lines 
wherein  the  public  welfare  and  progress  have  been  conserved.  He  has  filled 
the  office  of  mayor  of  Pella,  served  on  the  school  board  of  that  city  and  for 
many  years  has  been  a  trustee  of  Central  University,  contributing  largely  to  its 
support. 

In  his  youthful  days  Henry  S.  Nollen  was  associated  with  his  father  and 
later  was  graduated  from  Central  University  at  Pella  in  the  class  of  1885,  with 
the  B.  S.  degree.  His  initial  business  training  was  received  as  a  bank  clerk, 
which  position  he  occupied  from  1882  until  1884.  In  1886  and  1887  he  was 
professor  of  mathematics  at  Central  University,  and  from  1888  until  1892  he 
was  engaged  in  banking  and  other  business  interests  in  Des  Moines.  In  May 
of  the  latter  year  he  became  traveling  auditor  for  the  United  Gas  Improve¬ 
ment  Company  of  Philadelphia  and  so  continued  until  February,  1893.  On 
the  1st  of  March  of  that  year  he  entered  the  service  of  the  Bankers  Life  Asso¬ 
ciation,  acting  as  auditor  from  December,  1893,  until  April  2,  1895,  when  he 
was  made  assistant  secretary  and  since  August  9,  1902,  has  been  secretary  of 
the  company.  He  was  chosen  a  director  April  17,  1900,  and  is  also  a  director 
of  the  Hawkey  e  Insurance  Company,  of  the  Central  Trust  Company  of  Des 
Moines,  and  of  the  Central  State  Bank.  The  years  have  marked  a  gradual  un¬ 
folding  of  his  powders  and  talents  with  a  grasp  of  business  problems  that  has 
made  him  a  potent  factor  in  the  successful  conduct  and  management  of  im¬ 
portant  insurance  and  financial  interests.  Few7  men  are  more  thoroughly  in¬ 
formed  concerning  every  phase  of  the  insurance  business  and  he  has  delivered 
lectures  on  insurance  in  the  Iowa  College  at  Grinnell  and  in  the  State  LTniversity 
of  Indiana  at  Bloomington. 

On  the  17th  of  May,  1892,  at  Pella,  IowTa,  Mr.  Nollen  was  married  to  Miss 
Bessie  Sara  Snow,  a  daughter  of  Charles  E.  and  Sara  M.  Snow,  who  wrere 
early  settlers  of  Keokuk,  Iowa,  whence  they  removed  to  Pella.  Mrs.  Nolle- 
died  August  14,  1905,  and  her  death  was  deeply  regretted  by  many  who  warmly 
valued  her  friendship.  Mr.  Nollen  belongs  to  the  Protestant  Episcopal  church 
and  has  been  a  member  of  the  vestry  since  1894.  He  also  holds  membership 
with  the  Masonic  fraternity  and  the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks. 
His  political  allegiance  has  been  given  to  the  republican  party  since  age  con¬ 
ferred  upon  him  the  right  of  franchise  and  he  is  a  prominent  member  of 
Grant  Club  of  Des  Moines,  of  which  he  was  formerly  secretary,  wffiile  for  the 
past  ten  years  he  has  served  as  one  of  its  directors.  He  likewise  belongs  to  th& 
Golf  and  Country  Club,  of  which  he  was  a  director  and  to  the  Prairie  Club,  of 
which  he  was  formerly  secretary  from  May,  1895,  to  May,  1897,  and  from 
May,  1900.  to  May,  1901,  and  president  from  May,  1901,  to  May,  1902.  He 
also  holds  membership  in  Hyperion  Club,  and  the  Roadside  Settlement  House 
Association,  of  which  he  has  been  a  director  for  several  years,  while  for  one 
term  he  filled  the  office  of  president.  Broad  humanitarianism  prompts  his 
efforts  in  connection  with  the  latter  organization  and  his  appreciation  for  the 
social  amenities  of  life  is  proved  in  his  membership  with  the  .leading  clubs  in 
the  city.  He  took  an  active  part  in  the  organization  and  support  of  the  Art 
Institute  of  Des  Moines,  has  served  as  its  treasurer  and  member  of  the  executive 
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committee,  and  was  one  of  the  directors  of  the  University  Club  and  its  president 
in  1910.  His  ability  has  found  expression  in  the  discharge  of  enlarged  re¬ 
sponsibilities  which  have  come  to  him  in  his  business  career,  making  him  today 
a  well  known  factor  in  insurance  circles  in  the  capital. 


MACK  OLSEN. 

Mack  Olsen,  one  of  the  leading  and  influential  citizens  of  Des  Moines,  is 
well  known  as  a  successful  real-estate  dealer  of  the  city.  His  birth  occurred 
in  Monroe,  Wisconsin,  on  the  26th  of  September,  1873,  his  parents  being  K.  G. 
and  Marie  Henrietta  (Lund)  Olsen,  both  natives  of  Norway.  His  paternal 
ancestors  were  old  landowners  and  for  several  generations  one  of  the  family 
held  an  office  equivalent  to  that  of  sheriff  in  this  country.  Our  subject  has  a 
chest  which  has  been  in  possession  of  the  oldest  son  in  the  family  since  1419. 
His  maternal  ancestors  were  of  the  old  nobility  and  came  originally  from  Nor¬ 
mandy,  France.  The  parents  of  Mack  Olsen  emigrated  to  America  about  i860, 
the  father  being  engaged  in  business  as  a  hardware  merchant  of  Monroe,  Wis¬ 
consin.  for  a  number  of  years.  He  is  now  the  president  of  a  large  depart¬ 
ment  store  at  Stoughton,  Wisconsin.  Unto  him  and  his  wife  were  born  five 
children,  as  follows :  Mack,  of  this  review ;  Clarence,  a  mine  owner  of  Alaska ; 
Arthur,  who  is  in  his  father’s  store ;  Kenneth,  a  school  teacher  of  La  Crosse, 
Wisconsin ;  and  Harold,  a  practicing  attorney  of  Milwaukee. 

Mack  Olsen  obtained  his  early  education  in  the  schools  of  Monroe  and 
Stoughton,  Wisconsin,  and  subsequently  was  appointed  to  the  Lmited  States 
Naval  Academy  at  Annapolis,  Maryland,  as  a  member  of  the  class  of  1895. 
He  attended  the  institution  for  four  years  but  did  not  graduate,  as  a  career 
in  the  navy  seemed  to  hold  out  few  prospects  of  advancement.  Tendering  his 
resignation,  he  came  west  and  accepted  a  position  as  traveling  salesman  with  a 
Milwaukee  firm  selling  stoves  and  sheet  metal.  He  was  afterward  made  sales 
manager  of  the  Agar  Packing  Company,  with  headquarters  at  St.  Louis,  re¬ 
maining  in  the  service  of  that  concern  from  1900  until  1904.  In  that  year  he 
came  to  Des  Moines  and  embarked  in  the  real-estate  business,  having  since  dealt 
extensively  in  Des  Moines  city  property,  of  which  he  owns  considerable.  He 
helped  organize  and  has  been  the  president  of  the  Des  Moines  Real  Estate  Ex¬ 
change.  Aside  from  his  interests  as  a  real-estate  dealer  he  owns  stock  in  a 
number  of  local  insurance  companies. 

On  the  2nd  of  November,  1898,  at  Grinnell,  Iowa,  Air.  Olsen  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Miss  Anna  A.  Miller,  a  daughter  of  C.  E.  and  Hulda  E.  (Rowe) 
Miller,  both  of  whom  were  born  in  Belleville,  Ontario,  Canada. 

In  the  local  ranks  of  the  republican  party  Mr.  Olsen  is  a  prominent  factor, 
being  now  president  of  the  Iowa  State  Republican  League.  An  honor  of 
which  he  feels  justly  proud  is  his  appointment  by  President  Taft  as  a  member 
of  the  board  of.  visitors  to  the  United  States  Naval  Academy  at  Annapolis  for 
the  year  1911.  This  board  is  appointed  by  the  president  to  visit  the  academy, 
make  a  complete  examination  of  everything  in  connection  therewith  and  report 
to  the  president,  secretary  of  the  navy  and  congress.  He  was  a  member  of 
the  committee  of  twenty-five  that  originated  and  put  in  force  the  Des  Moines 
plan  of  city  government  and  is  also  one  of  the  committee  of  twenty-five  ap¬ 
pointed  to  settle  the  street  car  controversy.  He  is  the  vice  president  of  the 
Taft  Republican  Club,  an  organization  composed  of  fifteen  hundred  young  re¬ 
publicans.  At  the  primaries  of  1910  he  was  a  mayoralty  candidate,  while  for 
two  terms  he  was  a  director  of  the  Commercial  Club,  tie  originated  and  in¬ 
stalled  the  electrolier  system  of  street  lighting,  which  is  conceded  to  be  the 
finest  system  of  street  lighting  in  the  United  States,  Des  Moines  having  the 
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reputation  of  being  the  best  lighted  city  in  the  country.  He  was  the  organizer 
and  for  two  years  the  president  of  the  Norwegian  Club  of  Des  Moines.  The 
Grant  Club  also  numbers  him  among  its  valued  members  and  he  is  a  life  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks  and  a  member  of  the 
Knights  of  Pythias.  In  religious  faith  he  is  a  Universalist,  while  his  wife  be¬ 
longs  to  the  Episcopal  church.  He  is  a  man  of  undoubted  integrity  in  business, 
of  progressive  spirit  and  marked  enterprise,  whose  popularity  and  prosperity 
have  been  won  through  his  many  good  qualities  and  his  well  directed  effort. 


GILGER  E.  MacKINNON. 

Gilger  E.  MacKinnon,  determined  and  purposeful,  his  acts  resultant,  oc¬ 
cupies  the  position  of  president  in  the  Mechanics  Savings  Bank.  While  he  is 
applying  himself  closely  to  business  and  accomplishing  what  he  undertakes, 
he  yet  finds  time  and  opportunity  for  cooperation  in  measures  and  movements 
for  the  public  good  and  was  one  of  the  most  active  supporters  of  the  com¬ 
mission  plan  of  Des  Moines.  His  birth  occurred  in  Norway,  Iowa,  January  15, 
1872.  His  father,  Peter  MacKinnon,  was  born  at  Buchlyvie,  Scotland,  while 
his  mother  was  a  native  of  Ontario,  Canada.  In  the  year  1852  Peter  MacKinnon 
came  to  Iowa  with  his  father,  William  MacKinnon,  who  settled  near  Cedar 
Rapids.  He  was  reared  to  the  occupation  of  farming  and  made  it  his  life  work 
until  1891,  when  he  put  aside  agricultural  pursuits  to  engage  in  the  grain  busi¬ 
ness,  to  which  he  devoted  his  energies  until  1903.  In  connection  with  his  son 
Gilger  he  then  organized  the  Polk  City  Savings  Bank,  of  which  he  is  the  cashier. 

Spending  his  youthful  days  in  his  parents’  home,  G.  E.  MacKinnon  com¬ 
pleted  his  education  in  the  Cherokee  high  school  and  afterward  took  up  the 
profession  of  teaching.  He  had  to  forego  his  desire  for  a  college  education 
because  of  a  lack  of  necessary  funds  but  the  school  of  experience  has  trained 
him  well  for  the  practical  and  responsible  duties  that  have  since  devolved  upon 
him.  He  became  principal  of  the  Laurens  high  school  and  afterward  accepted 
the  position  of  assistant  cashier  in  the  First  National  Bank,  of  Laurens,  where 
he  remained  until  1895.  This  gave  him  broad  practical  experience  in  banking 
and  on  coming  to  Des  Moines  he  accepted  the  position  of  bookkeeper  in  the 
Citizens  National  Bank.  Promotion  followed  and  in  1898  he  became  paying 
teller  in  the  Des  Moines  Savings  Bank,  thus  serving  until  1900,  when  he  was 
made  assistant  cashier  of  the  Central  State  Bank,  becoming  cashier  in  1901. 
and  so  continued  until  May,  1904,  when  he  joined  with  other  prominent  business 
men  of  the  city  and  organized  the  Mechanics  Savings  Bank,  of  which  he  was 
made  cashier  and  managing  officer.  In  1907,  he  was  elected  vice  president, 
which  office  he  held  until  he  was  elected  president,  May  15,  1911.  The  bank 
has  started  upon  an  era  of  growth  and  prosperity  which  promises  well  for  the 
future,  and  the  broad  experience  of  Mr.  MacKinnon  well  qualifies  him  for  the 
active  control  of  an  institution  of  this  character.  He  marches  with  the  van¬ 
guard  in  the  progressive  movement  which  is  manifest  in  methods  of  banking 
as  well  as  in  other  business  lines  and  the  spirit  of  advancement  actuates  him  in 
all  of  his  undertakings. 

Mr.  MacKinnon  has  become  a  valued  factor  in  public  interests  of  the  city. 
He  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Greater  Des  Moines  Committee  and  a 
very  active  and  effective  worker  for  the  commission  plan  of  government.  He 
believes  in  a  clean,  business-like  administration  of  city  affairs  and  with  him 
to  believe  in  a  project  is  to  earnestly  support  it.  He  holds  membership  with 
Capital  Lodge,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.  and  other  fraternal  organizations  and  societies, 
is  a  member  of  Grant  Club,  of  which  he  was  secretary  for  six  years,  Hyperion 
Club,  of  which  he  was  treasurer  for  seven  years,  and  the  Golf  and  Country  Club. 
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His  political  indorsement  is  given  to  the  republican  party.  He  stands  as  an 
uncompromising  defender  of  what  he  believes  to  be  right  and  yet  he  is  always 
open  to  conviction  if  fact  and  argument  can  prove  the  fallacy  of  his  position. 

In  1894  Mr.  MacKinnon  was  married  to  Miss  Julia  Riddle,  a  native  of 
Marshalltown,  and  they  have  two  children,  Ranald  M.  and  Katheryn  Jean.  The 
parents  are  members  of  St.  Paul’s  Episcopal  church.  Mr.  MacKinnon  is  a 
splendid  type  of  the  self-made  man  and  an  able  financier.  Without  capital  but 
with  latent  ability  he  came  to  Des  Moines.  He  sought  the  opporfunity  that 
enabled  him  to  develop  his  powers  and  has  improved  every  advantage  that  has 
come  to  him.  He  is  alert  and  energetic.  His  social  qualities  as  well  as  his 
business  ability  have  made  him  popular  among  his  fellowmen  and  he  enjoys  the 
unqualified  confidence  of  all  with  whom  he  has  been  associated.  His  success 
and  that  of  the  institution  of  which  he  was  one  of  the  founders  is  duo  to  his 
ability,  determination  and  close  application. 


CHARLES  HENRY  MARTIN. 

The  business  advancement  which  has  its  root  in  firm  purpose  and  laudable 
ambition  has  come  to  Charles  Henry  Martin,  a  prominent  representative  of 
banking  and  real-estate  interests  in  Des  Moines.  From  humble  bank  clerking 
he  has  worked  his  way  gradually  upward  and  occupies  today  a  leading  position 
in  social  as  well  as  business  circles  by  reason  -of  those  sterling  qualities  which 
ever  win  confidence  and  regard.  He  is  a  believer  in  the  aristocracy  of  worth 
and  not  of  wealth,  and  his  life  is  the  exposition  of  the  purposes  to  which  he 
has  at  all  times  pinned  his  faith.  He  was  born  in  Kirkwood,  Illinois,  August 
28,  1863,  a  son  of  James  H.  and  Mary  (Talbott)  Martin,  both  of  whom 
were  natives  of  Indiana.  He  is  descended  in  the  paternal  and  maternal  lines 
from  Scotch-Irish  ancestry,  the  early  representatives  of  the  Talbott  family 
in  America  having  settled  in  South  Carolina,  whence  a  removal  was  later  made 
to  Indiana.  James  H.  Martin  in  early  manhood  took  up  the  study  of  law  and 
for  many  years  was  recognized  as  an  able  and  successful  practitioner  and  also 
as  a  prominent  instructor  in  law.  He  died  March  3,  1878,  Mrs..  Martin  sur¬ 
viving  until  January,  1900,  when  she  passed  away  in  Des  Moines. 

The  public  schools  of  Kirkwood,  Illinois,  afforded  Charles  H.  Martin  his 
educational  privileges  and  later  he  continued  his  education  in  Monmouth  (Ill.) 
College  and  in  Knox  College  at  Galesburg,  Illinois,  attending  school  until  he 
reached  the  age  of  eighteen  years.  In  1881  he  entered  the  employ  of  the 
Northwestern  Bank  of  Missouri  at  Burlington  Junction,  where  he  remained 
until  1885,  filling  various  positions  as  his  ability  qualified  him  to  take  up  larger 
responsibilities.  He  then  removed  to  Dodge  City,  Kansas,  and  established  the 
Bank  of  Dodge  City,  of  which  he  became  cashier,  largely  managing  the  affairs 
of  the  bank  as  the  incumbent  of  that  position  until  1890.  In  that  year  Mr.  Mar¬ 
tin  arrived  in  Des  Moines  and  soon  afterwards,  associated  with  Martin  Flynn, 
organized  the  Peoples  Savings  Bank,  becoming  its  first  cashier  and  the  prac¬ 
tical  head  of  the  institution,  which  position  he  filled  until  1904,  when  he  was 
elected  vice  president,  and  in  1906  was  chosen  to  the  presidency.  Under  his 
able  management  this  institution  is  one  of  the  strongest  financial  enterprises  of 
the  city  and  is  a  monument  to  his  business  enterprise  and  comprehensive  under¬ 
standing  of  banking.  His  entire  life  has  been  given  to  the  line  in  which  he 
is  now  engaged  yet  he  is  also  interested  in  various  other  enterprises  including 
the  insurance  business  and  real  estate,  being  a  large  landower  of  Iowa  prop¬ 
erty.  The  regard  entertained  for  him  and  the  confidence  reposed  in  his  business 
ability  by  the  bankers  of  this  city  is  indicated  by  the  fact  that  he  was  elected 
president  of  the  Des  Moines  Clearing  House  Association.  He  is  also  a  director 
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of  the  Des  Moines  Fire  Insurance  Company,  vice  president  and  director  of 
the  Bankers  Accident  Insurance  Company  and  a  director  of  the  Mutual  Tele¬ 
phone  Company.  It  is  a  recognized  fact  that  in  matters  of  business  his  judg¬ 
ment  is  sound  and  his  discrimination  keen.  He  looks  beyond  the  exigencies 
of  the  moment  to  the  possibilities  of  the  future  and  labors  not  only  for  the 
success  of  today  but  also  for  the  upbuilding  of  substantial  enterprises  for  the 
morrow. 

On  the*  24th  of  December,  1885,  in  Des  Moines,  Mr.  Martin  was  married 
to  Miss  Jennie  Dickey,  a  daughter  of  Adam  Dickey,  one  of  the  pioneer  settlers 
of  this  city.  They  have  become  parents  of  one  son,  Manning,  who  was  born 
in  Dodge  City,  Kansas,  March  3,  1887,  and  is  now  a  resident  of  Tacoma,  Wash¬ 
ington.  The  parents  hold  membership  in  the  Episcopal  church  and  many  of 
the  works  done  in  the  name  of  charity  and  religion  have  received  the  indorse¬ 
ment  and  substantial  support  of  Mr.  Martin,  who  is  now  a  director  and  the 
treasurer  of  the  Associated  Charities  of  Des  Moines,  in  which  connection  he 
has  done  much  for  the  relief  of  suffering  mankind,  largely  devoting  his  time 
as  well  as  his  means  to  the  cause  of  charity.  His  liberal  philanthropy  is  well 
known  although  he  is  entirely  unostentatious  in  his  giving.  Because  of  his 
recognized  beneficent  spirit  there  is  large  demand  made  upon  him  for  assistance 
and  to  each  call  he  responds  to  the  extent  of  his  ability.  The  poor,  indeed, 
have  in  him  a  friend  and  one  who  is  ever  willing  to  extend  a  helping  hand  that 
the  hard  conditions  of  life  for  the  unfortunate  may  be  ameliorated. 

For  the  past  ten  years  Air.  Martin  has  served  on  the  board  of  education  in 
Des  Moines  and  is  a  stalwart  champion  of  the  cause  of  public  schools.  Fra¬ 
ternally  he  is  connected  with  the  Alasons  and  is  well  known  in  club  circles  as 
president  of  the  Golf  and  Country  Club  and  as  a  member  and  treasurer  of  the 
Des  Moines  Club.  Ever  courteous  and  pleasant  in  manner,  he  is  at  all  times 
approachable  and  the  accumulation  of  wealth  has  been  in  no  way  allowed  to 
affect  his  relations  toward  his  fellowmen.  No  one  is  more  appreciative  of  true 
worth  which  can  always  win  his  regard. 


CYRUS  B.  OSBORNE. 

Cyrus  B.  Osborne,  one  of  the  prominent  and  successful  residents  of  Run- 
nells,  has  long  been  actively  identified  with  business  interests  here  as  a  general 
merchant  and  is  also  serving  as  mayor  and  postmaster  of  the  town.  His  birth 
occurred  in  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  on  the  3d  of  July,  1868,  his  parents  being  Will¬ 
iam  A.  and  Ruth  (Billingsley)  Osborne,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Ohio. 
The  father,  who  followed  general  agricultural  pursuits  in  the  Buckeye  state 
for  several  years,  came  to  Des  Moines  in  1866  and  worked  at  various  ^occupa¬ 
tions  for  a  time.  Subsequently  he  purchased  and  located  on  a  tract  of  eighty 
acres  in  Camp  township,  clearing  and  improving  the  land  and  being  success¬ 
fully  engaged  in  its  cultivation  for  about  twenty  years.  On  the  expiration  of 
that  period  he  disposed  of  the  farm  and  went  to  Louisiana,  where  he  pur¬ 
chased  land  and  devoted  his  attention  to  the  raising  of  rice  until  called  to  his 
final  rest  in  iqoi.  His  widow,  who  has  now  attained  the  age  of  sixtv-six  years, 
resides  with  our  subject. 

Cyrus  L.  Osborne  attended  the  public  schools  in  the  acquirement  of  an 
education  and  also  pursued  a  course  in  the  Iowa  Business  College,  being  grad¬ 
uated  from  that  institution  with  the  class  of  1888.  Afterw;ard  he  entered  a 
general  store  at  Runnells,  being  there  employed  for  five  years.  On  the  ex¬ 
piration  of  that  period  he  embarked  in  business  on  his  own  account  and  has 
>ince  built  up  an  extensive  and  profitable  trade  as  the  proprietor  of  a  general 
mercantile  establishment.  He  owns  a  fine  store  building  and  carries  a  large 
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and  well  selected  stock  of  goods.  He  has  a  handsome  residence  and  ten  acres 
of  land  in  Runnells  and  also  owns  a  tract  of  one  hundred  and  sixty-seven  acres 
adjoining  the  town. 

On  the  27th  of  January,  1891,  Mr.  Osborne  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Hallie  E.  Person,  a  daughter  of  James  G.  and  Jane  (McCollum)  Person,  who 
are  natives  of  Ohio  and  Iowa  respectively.  James  G.  Person  came  to  Polk 
county,  Iowa,  in  April,  1856,  locating  on  a  farm  in  Camp  township,  which  he 
operated  until  1890.  For  the  past  six  years  he  has  worked  in  the  store  of 
his  son-in-law,  Cyrus  B.  Osborne.  His  wife  is  also  still  living.  Unto  our  sub¬ 
ject  and  his  wife  have  been  born  two  children,  namely:  Dessa  E.,  who  is  fifteen 
years  of  age,  and  is  attending  school;  and  Winifred  A.,  five  years  of  age. 

In  politics  Mr.  Osborne  is  a  republican  and  his  fellow  townsmen,  recog¬ 
nizing  his  worth  and  ability,  have  chosen  him  for  positions  of  public  trust.  He 
has  served  as  justice  of  the  peace  for  two  terms  and  is  now  the  capable  incum¬ 
bent  in  the  office  of  postmaster.  He  is  also  serving  as  mayor  of  Runnells,  exer¬ 
cising  his  official  prerogatives  in  support  of  many  measures  of  reform  and  im¬ 
provement.  His  religious  faith  is  indicated  by  his  membership  in  the  Congre¬ 
gational  church,  to  which  his  wife  also  belongs.  Fraternally  he  is  identified 
with  the  Masons.  He  has  resided  in  Polk  county  from  his  birth  to  the  present 
time  and  is  widely  recognized  as  one  of  its  most  respected  and  substantial 
citizens. 


BLANCHARD  BEAVER  VORSE. 

Blanchard  Beaver  Vorse,  cashier  of  the  Century  Savings  Bank  of  Des 
Moines,  is  a  young  man  whose  name  is  associated  with  progress  along  business 
and  financial  lines.  At  the  beginning  of  his  active  career  he  showed  an  earnest¬ 
ness  and  capability  that  gave  prophecy  of  gratifying  results  and  the  assurance 
has  not  been  in  vain.  Today  he  is  recognized  as  possessing  energy,  enterprise 
and  sound  judgment — three  highly  important  elements  in  the  attainment  of 
success  in  business  affairs. 

He  was  born  in  Des  Moines  December  10,  1881,  a  son  of  Justus  B.  and 
Hannah  (Beaver)  Vorse,  the  former  of  whom  was  also  born  at  Des  Moines 
January  16,  1851,  and  the  latter  in  Licking  county,  Ohio.  The  father  was 
well  known  for  many  years  in  this  city  as  a  manufacturer  of  implements  and 
vehicles,  acquiring  a  high  standing,  not  only  in  his  business  but  as  an  upright 
citizen.  He  departed  this  life  in  1902.  The  grandfather  was  a  prominent  physi¬ 
cian  of  Des  Moines.  He  died  in  1851.  His  widow  survived  him  until  1911, 
when  she  passed  away  at  the  advanced  age  of  ninety-two  years.  She  was  one 
of  the  pioneers  of  Iowa,  and  when  in  a  reminiscent  mood  was  wont  to  regale 
her  friends  with  many  interesting  incidents  of  the  early  days  when  Indians 
roamed  through  the  region  now  occupied  by  beautiful  homes  and  thriving 
communities. 

Blanchard  Beaver  Vorse  grew  up  under  the  kindly  influence  of  a  peaceful 
home,  where  he  received  many  lessons  which  have  been  of  incalculable  value 
to  him  in  later  years.  He  was  educated  in  the  public  schools,  graduating 
from  the  West  high  school  in  1900,  having  taken  a  course  in  modern  languages. 
He  began  his  active  career  under  his  father  and  was  placed  in  charge  of  the 
repair  department  of  the  shop,  but  after  a  short  time  he  arrived  at  the  con¬ 
clusion  that  his  destiny  lay  in  other  lines  and  accordingly  he  became  connected 
with  the  Citizens  National  Bank,  continuing  in  this  connection  for  one  and 
one-half  years. 

His  father’s  death,  however,  interfered  with  his  plans  and  he  was  obliged 
to  give  up  the  banking  business  in  order  to  settle  up  the  family  estate.  Having 
accomplished  this  work,  he  returned  to  the  Citizens  National  Bank,  continuing 
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until  the  spring  of  1907,  when  he  accepted  a  position  as  bookkeeper  with  the 
Century  Savings  Bank.  Having  demonstrated  his  ability,  he  was  promoted  to 
the  position  of  cashier,  which  he  now  fills.  The  possessor  of  a  genial  manner 
and  a  pleasing  personality,  he  has  made  many  friends  and  has  assisted  materially 
in  increasing  the  patronage  of  the  institution.  He  is  fond  of  society,  and  fra¬ 
ternally  is  identified  with  Capital  Lodge,  No.  no,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  Banner 
Lodge.  Brotherhood  of  American  \  eomen.  He  makes  his  home  with  his  mother. 


HON.  WILLIAM  B.  MARTIN. 

Not  seeking  honor  but  simply  endeavoring  to  do  his  duty,  honors  have  yet 
been  multiplied  to  Hon.  William  B.  Martin,  and  prosperity  has  followed  all  his 
undertakings.  He  has  at  times  aided  in  shaping  the  legislation  of  the  state  and 
controlling  its  executive  interests,  and  in  the  field  of  private  business  affairs  he 
has  become  known  as  a  strong  personality  in  banking  and  real-estate  operations 
and  in  agricultural  life.  He  was  born  in  Rochester,  Windsor  county,  Vermont, 
March  17,  1846,  a  son  of  Loman  and  Amanda  B.  (Gibson)  Martin,  the  former 
of  Scotch  and  the  latter  of  English  descent.  On  the  ancestral  record  appears  the 
names  of  those  who  served  in  the  Revolutionary  war. 

As  a  pupil  in  the  common  schools  of  Rochester,  V ermont,  William  B.  Mar¬ 
tin  began  his  education  and  later  attended  the  Orange  county  grammar  school 
at  Randolph  Center,  Vermont,  subsequently  known  as  the  State  Normal  School. 
In  early  life  he  devoted  his  attention  to  teaching  and  farming.  He  began  teach¬ 
ing  in  the  district  schools  of  Vermont  the  winter  after  he  was  eighteen  years  of 
age  and  followed  the  profession  for  three  winter  seasons  in  the  Green  Mountain 
state,  while  during  the  fall  and  spring  terms  he  attended  school.  At  length  he 
started  westward,  arriving  at  Geneseo,  Illinois,  on  the  day  that  he  was  twenty- 
one  years  of  age.  He  followed  farming  and  teaching  in  that  locality  for  two 
years  and  in  April,  1869,  arrived  in  Adair  county,  Iowa.  He  has  since  been 
interested  in  farming  and  stock-raising,  which  have  constituted  an  important 
source  of  income  for  him.  As  the  years  have  passed  on  he  has  extended  his 
efforts  into  other  business  lines,  becoming  president  of  the  Iowa  Trust  &  Sav¬ 
ings  Bank,  also  president  of  the  Inter  State  Realty  Company  and  connected 
with  other  real-estate  interests.  Thus  his  business  affairs  have  constantly  broad¬ 
ened  until  their  scope  and  importance  make  him  a  prominent  factor  in  financial 
and  business  circles  in  Des  Moines  and  central  Iowa. 

Appreciative  of  his  worth  and  ability,  his  fellow  townsmen  have  from  time 
to  time  elected  him  to  office.  He  had  been  a  resident  of  Adair  county  for  only 
two  years,  when,  in  1871,  he  was  elected  township  clerk.  In  1873  he  was  chosen 
to  the  office  of  county  auditor,  which  position  he  filled  for  four  years.  Again 
he  was  called  from  the  retirement  of  private  life  to  official  service,  when  in 
1891  he  was  elected  mayor  of  the  town  of  Greenfield  and  served  as  the  chief 
executive  there  for  three  years.  Still  higher  official  honors  awaited  him,  how¬ 
ever,  for  in  1894  he  was  the  candidate  of  the  republican  party  for  representative 
of  Adair  county  in  the  state  legislature.  The  election  showed  that  he  was  the 
popular  choice  for  the  office  and  he  represented  his  district  during  tj^e  twenty- 
fifth  and  twenty-sixth  general  assemblies  and  the  twenty-sixth  extra  session, 
in  which  the  laws  were  all  codified.  He  served  on  a  number  of  important  com¬ 
mittees  and  was  chairman  of  the  special  committee  that  prepared  and  submitted 
the  bill  that  was  afterward  passed  and  was  known  as  the  Martin  Mulct  Law, 
governing  the  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors  by  saloons.  When  he  had  proven  his 
worth  in  local  and  district  offices,  Iowa  called  him  to  public  service  in  his  elec¬ 
tion  as  secretary  of  state,  which  office  he  filled  from  1901  until  1906,  inclusive. 
Ins  three  terms  in  succession  evidencing  the  confidence  reposed  in  him  and  the 
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recognition  of  able  and  faithful  service  during  his  first  term.  He  is  now  a 
prominent  figure  in  financial  circles  as  president  of  the  Iowa  Trust  &  Savings 
Bank. 

On  the  13th  of  September,  1891,  in  Menlo,  Iowa,  Mr.  Martin  was  married 
to  Miss  Lucy  E.  Derby,  the  only  child  of  Ira  and  Clarissa  Derby.  Six  children 
have  been  born  of  this  marriage:  Clara  A.,  now  the  wife  of  John  N.  Langfitt; 
Clyde  B.,,  who  died  in  infancy;  W.  B.,  who  married  Bertha  Morrison;  Fred  D., 
who  married  Maud  Burget;  Olive  G.,  who  wedded  Edna  Goodrell;  and  Carleton 
E.  Martin. 

In  Masonic  circles  Hon.  William  B.  Martin  has  attained  high  rank,  holding 
membership  in  the  blue  lodge,  chapter,  commandery  and  the  Mystic  Shrine. 
He  is  an  officer  in  the  Presbyterian  church  of  Des  Moines  and  an  active  member 
of  the  Grant  Club,  a  leading  political  and  social  organization  of  Des  Moines, 
which  has  had  important  bearing  upon  the  political  history  of  the  city,  introduc¬ 
ing  many  reforms  and  improvements.  He  is  a  man  of  forceful  ability,  who  has 
wielded  a  wide  influence  and  left  his  impress  for  good  upon  the  public  life  of 
the  state. 


LEWIS  F.  LASH. 

Although  Scott  county,  Iowa,  numbers  Lewis  F.  Lash  among  her  native 
sons,  almost  his  entire  life  has  been  spent  within  the  borders  of  Polk  county, 
where  for  many  years  he  has  been  successfully  engaged  in  the  operation  of  the 
old  homestead  farm.  He  was  born  in  Davenport  on  the  24th  of  February,  1865, 
a  son  of  Lewis  and  Dora  (Hyden)  Lash,  natives  of  Germany.  The  parents 
came  to  America  in  1858,  locating  at  Davenport,  where  the  father  was  employed 
in  a  warehouse  for  ten  years.  He  then  removed  with  his  family  to  Des  Moines, 
where  he  remained  two  and  a  half  years,  when  he  purchased  eighty  acres  of 
land  in  Bloomfield  township,  upon  which  he  took  up  his  abode,  and  to  the  im¬ 
provement  and  development  of  which  he  at  once  turned  his  attention.  He 
cleared  ffie  land,  broke  the  sod  and  soon  had  his  fields  under  a  good  state  of 
cultivation,  engaging  in  general  farming  on  that  place  until  1907,  when  he  sold 
it  to  his  son,  Lewis  F.  Lash,  and  retired  from  active  business  life.  He  con¬ 
tinued,  however,  to  make  his  home  with  our  subject  until  about  three  years 
ago,  when  he  took  up  his  residence  in  Commerce,  Iowa,  where  he  is  now  living, 
having  reached  the  age  of  eighty-two  years.  His  wife  also  survives  and  she, 
too,  is  in  her  eighty-second  year. 

Lewis  F.  Lash  was  a  little  lad  of  about  five  years  of  age  when  the  family 
home  was  established  in  Polk  county,  and  it  was  therefore  in  the  district  schools 
of  Bloomfield  township  that  he  acquired  his  education.  The  wholesome  life  of 
the  country,  too,  was  conducive  to  healthy  physical  growth  and  when  not  en¬ 
gaged  with  his  studies  he  assisted  his  father  in  the  work  of  the  farm,  early 
becoming  familiar  with  the  duties  that  fall  to  the  lot  of  the  country  lad.  He 
continued  to  live  with  his  parents  until  the  father’s  retirement  from  active  life 
and  subsequent  removal  from  the  farm,  after  which  he  carried  on  its  operation 
as  a  renter,  remaining  in  that  capacity  for  about  seventeen  years,  when  he  pur¬ 
chased  the  place  and  is  now  directing  his  efforts  toward  its  further  development. 
Its  highly  improved  condition  today  is  largely  the  result  of  his  labors,  for  he 
is  progressive  in  his  ideas,  has  employed  practical  methods,  and  has  at  all  times 
been  actuated  by  a  spirit  of  enterprise  and  determination.  He  owns  five  head 
of  horses  and  also  keeps  upon  his  place  a  fine  herd  of  twenty  cattle. 

In  September,  1895,  Mr.  Lash  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Lottie  Sholz, 
a  daughter  of  Fred  and  Lena  Sholz,  natives  of  Germany.  The  mother  passed 
away  in  that  country  in  1878,  but  the  father  is  yet  living  in  the  fatherland, 
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where  his  entire  life  has  been  devoted  to  agricultural  pui  suits.  Unto  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Lash  were  born  six  children;  Karl  F.,  who  was  born  September  22,  1896, 
and  whose  death  occurred  December  9?  19*0 1  Gertrude,  aged  thirteen  \ ear's, 
Bernice  L.,  aged  nine  years ;  Herman  L.,  aged  seven  years ;  Ernest  E.,  aged  five 
years ;  and  Louise,  two  years  of  age. 

The  parents  hold  membership  in  the  German  Lutheran  church,  in  the  work 
of  which  they  are  greatly  interested,  while  fraternally  Air.  Lash  belongs  to  the 
Maccabees  and  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America.  He  is  a  stalw  art  republi¬ 
can  in  politics,  deeming  that  the  principles  of  that  party  are  most  conducive 
to  good  government.  On  that  ticket  he  was  elected  to  the  office  of  trustee  of 
Bloomfield  township,  which  position  he  has  filled  for  two  years,  while  for  nine 
years  he  has  acted  as  school  director  and  for  seventeen  years  as  secretary  of  the 
school  board.  The  cause  of  education  has  ever  found  in  him  a  stalwart  champion 
who  strongly  advocates  progress  along  intellectual  lines,  and  in  fact  he  sup¬ 
ports  all  measures  which  have  for  their  object  progression  along  the  lines 
which  bear  upon  the  political,  material  and  moral  life  of  the  community  as 
well  as  the  ideals  which  govern  his  public  and  private  relations  speaking  for  hon¬ 
orable  and  desirable  citizenship. 


IVER  G.  NEWLEN. 


The  man  who  improves  his  opportunities  generally  succeeds  in  securing  a 
competence  and  also  gains  the  respect  of  those  who  know  him.  Iver  G.  Newlen, 
a  successful  undertaker  of  Des  Moines,  is  an  illustration  of  this  statement,  and 
although  engaged  only  nine  years  in  the  business,  he  is  one  of  the  most  popular 
undertakers  of  the  city.  He  is  a  native  of  Des  Moines,  and  was  born  October 
11,  1876.  The  father,  Gus  Newlen,  was  born  in  Sweden  and  came  to  Des  Moines 
in  1864.  He  was  a  cabinet-maker  and  opened  one  of  .the  first  furniture  stores 
in  the  city.  At  that  time  cabinet-makers  also  made  coffins.  He  engaged  in 
undertaking  in  connection  with  the  furniture  business.  He  departed  this  life 
in  1901,  at  the  age  of  sixty  years.  The  beloved  wife  and  mother  was  called 
away  in  1877. 

Iver  G.  Newlen  received  his  preliminary  education  in  the  public  schools  and 
graduated  from  the  Old  East  high  school,  evincing  an  interest  in  his  studies 
which  gave  bright  promise  for  his  future.  Having  decided  to  devote  his  at¬ 
tention  to  the  undertaking  business  he  became  a  student  of  the  Chicago  College 
of  Embalming,  from  which  he  was  graduated  with  high  honors  in  his  class. 
Returning  to  Des  Moines  he  established  himself  in  his  present  business  in  East 
Des  Moines  in  1902,  and  from  the  very  beginning  has  been  more  than  usually 
successful.  In  February,  1910,  he  opened  another  office  on  the  west  side  and 
has  discovered  no  reason  to  regret  doing  so,  as  he  has  secured  a  lucrative  and 
steadily  inci  easing  patronage.  YV  ith  one  exception  he  has  been  longer  in  busi¬ 
ness  in  this  line  than  any  person  in  Des  Moines.  He  is  a  man  of  pleasing  ad¬ 
dress  and  is  thoroughly  qualified  by  education  and  experience  for  a  vocation 
to  which  he  devotes  his  best  thought  and  energy. 

At  Des  Moines  on  the  10th  of  October,  1899,  Air.  Newlen  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Aliss  Elizabeth  Jackson,  daughter  of  Henry  and  Elizabeth  (  King) 
Jackson.  The  King  family  was  one  of  the  early  pioneer  families  of  this  sec- 
tion  the  father  Henry  Jackson,  also  being  an  old  resident  of  Polk  county.  Two 

children  have  blessed  the  union  of  Air.  and  Airs.  Newlen :  Alarie  Elizabeth  and 
r ranees  Irene.  ’ 

r  ^T.ew.le1n’  ev.er  since  arriving  at  the  age  of  manhood,  has  been  a  supporter 
ot  the  principles  of  the  republican  party,  and  gives  his  earnest  allegiance  to  its 
candidates.  In  November,  1906,  he  was  elected  to  the  office  of  coroner  of  the 
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county  and  discharged  its  responsibilities  with  such  approval  that  he  was  re¬ 
elected  in  November,  1909,  and  is  now  serving  a  second  term.  He  is  well 
known  socially,  and  is  a  valued  member  of  the  Elks,  Odd  Fellows  and  other 
fraternal  societies.  He  has  many  friends  in  fraternal  organizations  but  his 
acquaintance  is  by  no  means  limited  to  secret  orders,  as  he  is  one  of  the  best 
known  men  in  the  county.  By  his  energy,  geniality  and  personal  worth  he  has 
fairly  earned  the  esteem  and  confidence  in  which  he  is  held,  his  influence  having 
always  been  exerted  in  behalf  of  the  best  interests  of  the  community. 


JOHN  A.  GARVER,  Sr. 

Several  lines  of  business  have  felt  the  stimulus  of  the  cooperation  and 
sound  judgment  of  John  A.  Garver,  Sr.,  and  have  become  vital  and  substantial 
elements  in  the  material  upbuilding  of  the  localities  in  which  they  are  conducted. 
There  is  in  the  life  history  of  Mr.  Garver  much  that  can  be  set  down  with  profit, 
for  his  record  is  an  illustration  of  the  power  and  force  of  industry,  determina¬ 
tion  and  integrity  as  factors  in  the  attainment  of  success.  He  was  but  sixteen 
years  of  age  when  he  left  home  to.  start  out  in  life  for  himself.  His  birth  had 
occurred  in  Tuscarawas  county,  Ohio,  on  the  nth  of  February,  1832,  his  parents 
being  Martin  and  Susan  (Shafer)  Garver,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of 
Pennsylvania.  He  is  descended  in  the  paternal  line  from  Swiss  ancestry.  His 
great-grandfather  came  from  Switzerland  to  America  in  1730  and  settled  in 
Maryland,  while  branches  of  the  family  were  afterward  established  in  western 
Pennsylvania.  The  maternal  grandfather  came  from  Germany  and  settled  in 
eastern  Pennsylvania. 

Martin  Garver  was  a  farmer  by  occupation  and  his  son  John  A.  Garver,  Sr., 
early  became  familiar  with  the  work  of  the  fields  from  the  time  of  early  spring 
planting  until  crops  were  harvested  in  the  late  autumn.  His  educational  oppor¬ 
tunities  were  only  such  as  could  be  obtained  in  a  log  schoolhouse  of  his  native 
county  and,  ambitious  for  broader  opportunities  than  the  farm  offered,  he  left 
home  at  the  age  of  sixteen  years  and  entered  upon  an  apprenticeship  at  the 
tinner’s  trade.  He  gained  comprehensive  and  practical  knowledge  of  the  busi¬ 
ness  and  then  opened  a  little  tin  shop  in  the  village  of  Ragersville,  Ohio,  on  the 
18th  of  April,  1851.  His  ambition  was  not  satisfied  with  conditions  there  and 
in  1852  he  left  that  town  for  Bryan,  Williams  county,  Ohio,  where  he  again 
opened  a  tin  shop  and  extended  the  scope  of  his  business  by  adding  a  stock  of 
stoves  and  shelf  and  heavy  hardware.  Here  he  found  more  favorable  conditions 
and  for  twenty-nine  years  he  continued  business  at  that  point,  his  trade  in¬ 
creasing  as  the  years  passed  on.  With  him,  however,  as  with  all  men  who  make 
their  mark  in  the  business  world,  ambition  was  not  yet  satisfied  and  he  sought 
broader  scope  for  his  industry  and  enterprise  in  Des  Moines,  coming  to  this 
city  in  1881. 

Here  Mr.  Garver  established  his  present  hardware  business,  now  conducted 
under  the  name  of  the  Garver  Hardware  Company,  of  which  he  is  the  pres¬ 
ident.  The  location  is  at  Nos.  707  to  71 1  Locust  street  and  the  establishment 
is  one  of  the  largest  in  the  county.  The  house  soon  gained  a  reputation  for 
reliability,  a  large  stock  was  always  maintained,  and  gradually  the  trade  ex¬ 
tended  until  the  success  of  the  company  is  today  most  substantial  and  gratify¬ 
ing.  Into  Other  fields  Mr.  Garver  has  also  extended  his  efforts,  becoming  one 
of  the  principal  promoters  of  the  first  sewer  pipe  manufactory  in  the  state  of 
Iowa,  which  has  grown  with  the  growth  of  the  commonwealth  and  is  today 
one  of  the  largest  concerns  of  the  kind  in  the  state.  He  also  became  one  of 
the  organizers  of  the  Peoples  Savings  Bank,  of  which  he  remained  a  director 
for  eighteen  years.  It  is  characteristic  of  Mr.  Garver  that  he  accomplishes  what 
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he  undertakes  and,  moreover,  in  his  business  career  he  has  looked  beyond  the 
exigences  of  the  moment  to  the  possibilities  of  the  future. 

On  the  20th  of  September,  1853,  Mr*  Garver  was  married,  in  Defiance, 
Ohio,  to  Miss  Helen  A.  Fay,  a  native  of  New  York.  Six  children  were  born 
to  them:  Ella,  the  wife  of  C.  W.  Pitcairn;  Emma,  the  wife  of  Charles  T. 
Sperry;  Warren  F.,  who  was  associated  with  lus  father  in  business  until  his 
death  in  1900;  Laura  G.,  the  wife  of  George  G.  Wright;  John  A.,  Jr.;  and  one 
child  who  died  in  infancy.  John  A.  Jr.,  was  born  May  21,  1869,  in  Bryan,  Ohio, 
and  is  now  a  partner  in  the  hardware  business.  He  married  Ida  Gwynn,  a 
native  of  Kentucky. 

In  politics  Mr.  Garver  is  a  progressive  republican,  but  not  an  insurgent. 
He  believes  in  the  same  steady  advancement  in  affairs  relating-  to  city,  state 
and  nation  that  should  ever  be  found  in  business  life  and  his  influence  is  on  the 
side  of  progress  and  improvement.  He  has  never  sought  to  figure  prominently 
in  public  life  aside  from  his  commercial  relations,  and  yet  he  has  always  felt 
a  hearty  concern  for  the  public  welfare  and  has  been  helpful  in  bringing  about 
the  purifying  and  wholesome  reforms  which  have  been  gradually  growing  in 
the  political,  municipal  and  social  life  of  the  city.  It  is  true  that  his  chief  life 
work  has  been  that  of  a  successful  merchant  and  manufacturer,  but  the  range 
of  his  activities  and  the  scope  of  his  influence  have  reached  far  beyond  this 
special  field. 


DAVID  BLUE  MURRbW. 

David  Blue  Murrow,  deceased,  was  justly  numbered  among  the  leading  fann¬ 
ers  and  business  men  of  Polk  county.  He  was  the  owner  of  three  beautiful 
farms  and  was  financially  interested  in  other  lines,  showing  a  sound  judgment 
in  his  investments,  which  resulted  in  gratifying  returns.  Although  nearly  four 
score  years  of  age  at  his  death,  April  27,  1911,  he  was  still  in  active  possession 
of  his  faculties  and  had  not  transferred  the  cares  of  business  to  younger 
shoulders. 

He  was  born  in  Parke  county,  Indiana,  March  5,  1832,  a  son  of  Charles  and 
Amy  (Blue)  Murrow,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Virginia.  The  father  came 
to  Iowa  in  November,  1842,  and  for  one  year  rented  a  farm  in  Henry  county. 
He  then  removed  to  Jefferson  county,  where  he  continued  for  two  years,  at  the 
end  of  which  time  he  entered  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  in  Walnut  township, 
Polk  county,  which  he  cleared  and  improved,  making  it  one  of  the  valuable 
properties  of  the  township.  After  about  twenty  years  he  sold  out  to  his  son 
David  B.  and  took  up  his  home  with  another  son,  J.  S.  Murrow,  in  Camp  town¬ 
ship,  with  whom  he  continued  to  live  during  the  remainder  of  his  life,  passing 
away  in  1880.  The  wife  and  mother  departed  five  years  previously. 

David  B.  Murrow  came  to  this  state  with  his  parents  at  ten  years  of  age, 
and  as  he  grew  to  manhood  became  thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  various  de¬ 
tails  of  agriculture  and  stock-raising.  He  attended  the  district  schools  in  In¬ 
diana  and  was  a  pupil  one  winter  in  the  district  school  after  coming  to  Polk 
county.  At  the  age  of  twenty-two  years  he  rented  twenty  acres  of  land  in  East 
Des  Moines  and  began  farming  on  his  own  account.  After  an  experience  of  one 
year  he  entered  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  in  the  western  part  of  the  county, 
in  Walnut  township,  under  conditions  which  required  him  to  pay  forty  per  cent 
interest.  However,  he  set  vigorously  to  work  clearing  away  the  trees  and  build¬ 
ing  a  house  and  stable,  and  after  five  years  sold  eighty  acres  at  five  dollars 
per  acre,  later  disposing  of  the  remainder  for  nine  hundred  dollars,  which  was 
considered  a  high  price  at  that  time.  Having  now  fairly  launched  upon  his  busi¬ 
ness  career,  he  went  to  Kansas  and  entered  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of 
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government  land,  which  he  cultivated  for  six  years,  until  the  death  of  his  wife, 
when  he  sold  out  and  returned  to  Polk  county. 

Soon  after  his  arrival  he  bought  two  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  his  father 
in  Walnut  township  at  twenty  dollars  per  acre,  and  made"  his  home  upon  this 
farm  until  1889,  when  he  moved  to  Des  Moines,  erecting  a  handsome  residence 
at  No.  1065  Twenty-second  street,  where  he  made  his  home  until  his  death. 
He  was  unusually  successful  in  business  affairs  and  was  the  owner  of  ten 
acres  in  the  town  of  Valley  Junction;  three  hundred  and  thirty-four  acres  of 
well  improved  land  in  Walnut  township;  and  one  hundred  and  eighty-one  and 
three  quarter  acres  near  Grimes,  Iowa.  He  was  also  a  stockholder  of  the  Des 
Moines  City  Railway  and  was  one  of  the  original  stockholders  of  the  Iowa  Nat¬ 
ional  Bank. 

In  January,  1865,  Mr.  Mur  row  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Carrie  Nogle. 
a  daughter  of  David  and  Alary  Nogle,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Ohio.  Her 
father  removed  from  the  Buckeye  state  to  Indiana,  where  he  lived  for  about 
twenty  years,  when  he  took  up  his  residence  in  Kansas,  where  he  continued  until 
his  death,  which  occurred  in  1895.  Her  mother  passed  away  in  1900.  Five  chil¬ 
dren  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Alurrow,  namely :  Charles  H.,  now  a  resident 
of  Tulsa,  Oklahoma,  who  for  eight  years  served  as  treasurer  of  Polk  county, 
also  filling  the  position  of  deputy  sheriff  for  two  terms ;  David  Grant,  who  died 
at  the  age  of  twenty-two  years;  Airs.  Nellie  Maude  McCurnin;  Mrs.  Myrtle, 
E.  Henry;  and  Mrs.  Cora  Amy  Bishard,  all  of  whom  are  living  in  Des  Moines. 
The  mother  of  these  children  died  in  Des  Moines,  February  7,  1890,  from  the 
effects  of  injuries  received  by  horses  running  away.  She  was  confined  to  her 
bed  for  three  months  before  her  death.  She  was  a  woman  of  many  estimable 
qualities  and  was  greatly  esteemed  by  all  who  knew  her. 

Mr.  Murrow  became  a  member  of  the  Masonic  Order,  August  17,  i860,  and 
was  a  stanch  believer  in  its  principles  of  brotherhood.  Politically,  he  was  an 
earnest  supporter  of  the  republican  party,  and  religiously  affiliated  with  the  Chris¬ 
tian  church.  By  a  life  of  industry  and  unswerving  integrity,  he  gained  the  good¬ 
will  of  a  host  of  people  in  Polk  county,  who  were  happy  to  know  him  as  a  friend 
and  as  a  public-spirited  citizen,  ever  willing  to  lend  his  aid  to  those  in  need  of 
a  sustaining  hand.  At  his  death  he  left  considerable  to  charity,  including  the  old 
home  farm,  valued  at  about  fifty  thousand  dollars,  to  the  Home  for  the  Aged  in 
Des  Aloines. 


HIRAAI  Y.  SMITH. 

It  is  not  exclusively  to  citizens  born  in  other  localities  that  Des  Moines 
owes  its  high  standing  as  a  beautiful  and  growing  metropolis.  Native  sons  of 
Des  Moines  have  contributed  a  fair  share  toward  the  advancement  of  the  city 
and  in  the  list  of  those  who  are  ably  assisting  in  the  work  should  be  named 
Hiram  Y.  Smith,  representative  of  a  family  well  known  in  Polk  county  for 
more  than  half  a  century.  He  was  born  in  Des  Moines  April  24,  1886,  the 
son  of  Hiram  Y.  and  Susan  (Smiley)  Smith,  the  latter  of  whom  was  born 
in  Miami  county,  Ohio,  in  1843.  There  were  five  children  in  the  family  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smith :  Hugh  L.,  who  died  September  4,  I9°9  5  Gertrude,  the 
widow  of  T.  E.  Hurley;  Alarjorie,  the  wife  of  F.  B.  Gleason,  of  Berkeley,  Cal¬ 
ifornia;  Alma  N.,  at  home;  and  Hiram  Y.  Jr.,  the  subject  of  this  review. 

Hiram  Y.  Smith,  Sr.,  was  born  in  Piqua,  Miami  county,  Ohio,  March  22, 
1843,  and  died  at  Des  Moines  November  4,  1894,  having  arrived  at  the  age  of 
fifty-one  years.  He  came  with  his  parents  to  Rock  Island,  Illinois,  in  1853. 
Here  the  family  remained  until  October  of  the  following  year  when  they 
located  at  Fort  Des  Moines.  The  father  built  a  comfortable  frame  residence 
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on  a  lot  which  he  purchased  quite  outside  the  limits  of  the  population,  but  now 
the  northwest  corner  of  Eighth  and  Walnut  streets.  Here  he  established  his 
home,  the  son  Hiram  attending  the  public  school  in  the  neighborhood  until 
eighteen  years  of  age,  when  he  taught  school  for  one  winter  at  the  Guye  school- 
house,  five  miles  north  of  Winterset.  In  1861  there  was  great  excitement  along 
the  northern  border  of  the  state  on  account  of  marauding  Indian  bands,  and 
Hiram  Y.  Smith,  being  then  eighteen  years  of  age,  became  a  member  of  a 
company  of  cavalry  recruited  in  Des  Moines  as  home  guards  under  command 
of  Judge  John  Mitchell,  this  company  serving  on  scouting  duty  at  the  lakes 
and  along  the  Little  Sioux  river  until  September,  when  the  Indian  scare  abated 
and  the  company  was  disbanded. 

In  January,  1862,  Mr.  Smith  was  appointed  captain's  clerk  on  the  United 
States  gunboat  Kanawha,  which  was  then  in  the  navy  yard  at  Brooklyn,  New 
York.  However,  after  looking  over  the  situation  he  did  not  like  the  position 
and  was  given  a  clerkship  in  the  dead  letter  office  of  the  postal  department  at 
Washington,  D.  C.  He  served  until  February,  1864,  when  he  was  transferred 
to  the  office  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury.  Having  decided  to  study  law, 
he  resigned  in  August,  1865,  and  entered  a  law  school  at  Albany,  New  York, 
then  the  leading  school  of  the  kind  in  the  United  States,  from  which  he  was 
graduated  with  the  degree  of  LL.  B.  in  May,  1866. 

*  Upon  returning  to  Des  Moines  he  entered  into  partnership  with  Joseph 
Lyman  and  began  the  practice  of  his  profession.  But  later,  Mr.  Lyman  re¬ 
moving  to  Council  Bluffs,  the  partnership  was  dissolved  and  he  then  became 
connected  with  E.  J.  Ingersoll,  president  of  the  Hawkeye  Insurance  Company, 
and  engaged  in  several  other  business  enterprises.  In  1869  he  resumed  the 
practice  of  law,  to  which  he  was  eminently  adapted,  and  soon  gained  a  high 
position  in  his  profession.  In  October,  1874,  he  was  elected  district  attorney 
for  the  fifth  judicial  district,  comprising  Polk,  Dallas,  Warren,  Madison  and 
Adair  counties,  and  served  with  distinction  for  four  years.  It  was  during 
this  time  that  he  conducted  the  case  against  Henry  Red  and  Andy  Smith,  two 
negroes,  for  the  murder  of  Mrs.  Ellen  Barrett  in  rooms,  over  the  store  of  J. 
McFarland,  at  the  southeast  corner  of  Seventh  and  Walnut  streets.  Although 
opposed  by  some  of  the  best  lawyers  in  the  district  Mr.  Smith  won  his  cause 
and  the  murderers  were  sent  to  the  penitentiary  where  they  ended  their  days. 

In  November,  1881,  he  was  elected  state  senator,  serving  in  the  nineteenth 
and  twentieth  general  assemblies,  during  the  first  of  which  he  was  elected  chair¬ 
man  of  the  committee  on  judicial  districts,  and  in  the  twentieth  assembly  he 
served  as  chairman  of  the  committee  on  dedication  of  the  new  capitol  and  in¬ 
auguration,  the  republican  joint  caucus  committee  and  the  committee  on  insur¬ 
ance,  greatly  adding  to  his  reputation  by  his  efficiency  in  these  responsible 
positions. 

However,  he  was  yet  to  occupy  a  higher  place,  being  elected  in  1884  to  fill 
the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  resignation  of  John  A.  Kasson  as  member  of 
congress.  He  served  with  highest  credit  during  the  second  session  of  the  fifty- 
eighth  congress  and  at  the  end  of  the  term  resumed  his  law  practice  which 
became  quite  extensive  and  continued  to  increase  as  the  years  passed.  He  was 
held  in  high  esteem  by  his  brethren  at  the  bar  for  his  ability,  integrity  and 
uniform  courtesy.  Socially  he  was  a  man  of  generous  disposition  and  an  active 
participant  in  the  affairs  of  the  community.  In  the  early  days  he  became  greatly 
interested  in  amateur  theatrical  performances  and  succeeded  in  raising  a  fund 
which  was  the  foundation  for  what  is  now  the  city  library.  Fraternally  he  was 
identified  with  the  Masonic  order,  serving  as  grand  master  of  the  grand  coun¬ 
cil  of  Royal  and  Select  Master  Masons  from  1872  to  1874  and  as  past  grand 
master  of  Pioneer  lodge  in  1874.  Politically  he  was  a  republican  to  the  core 
and  no  man  was  more  earnest  in  advocacy  of  its  candidates  and  principles.  As 
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a  man  he  reflected  the  highest  honor  on  himself  and  his  profession  and  as  a 
citizen  he  left  a  record  to  which  his  friends  will  ever  point  with  pride. 

Hiram  Y.  Smith,  whose  name  introduces  this  review,  received  his  early 
education  in  the  public  schools  of  Des  Moines  and  later  took  the  law  course  at 
Drake  University.  However,  he  was  attracted  to  other  lines  and  in  1905  be¬ 
came  connected  with  the  real  estate  business,  associating  with  Mack  Olsen 
until  February  1,  1910,  when  he  opened  an  office  on  his  own  account  in  the 
Citizens  Bank  building.-  He  has  confined  his  operations  to  city  property  and, 
being  a  man  of  good  judgment  and  genial  personality,  he  has,  for  one  of  his 
age,  been  unusually  successful. 

On  the  23d  day  of  January,  1909,  Mr.  Smith  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Miss  Arline  Broderick,  born  at  Monroe,  Wisconsin,  in  February,  1888,  a  daugh¬ 
ter  of  John  R.  and  Emma  (Lemmel)  Broderick.  The  father  is  manager  of 
Fairbanks,  Morse  &  Company,  of  Atlanta,  Georgia. 

Mr.  Smith  has  followed  in  the  footsteps  of  his  father  politically  and  gives 
his  undivided  support  to  the  republican  party.  He  is  now  fairly  started  on  a 
promising  career  in  a  useful  field.  Social  and  genial  in  nature,  he  commands 
the  esteem  of  all  who  know  him,  and  as  he  has  possessed  unusual  advantages 
of  education  and  experience,  his  friends  have  just  cause  to  prophecy  that  he 
will  win  a  goodly  measure  of  success  in  the  years  to  come. 


JOHN  H.  BLAIR. 

Twenty-five  years  ago  John  H.  Blair  took  up  his  residence  in  Des  Moines 
and  as  an  attorney  and  financier  he  has  been  identified  with  the  growth  of  the 
city  and  has  contributed  his  share  toward  making  it  the  most  desirable  place 
of  residence  and  business  in  the  state.  He  is  a  native  of  Belvidere,  New  Jersey, 
horn  July  6,  1863,  and  is  a  son  of  William  and  Henrietta  (Halsey)  Blair.  The 
father  was  reared  as  a  farmer  in  New  Jersey.  He  came  to  Iowa  in  1868  and 
located  in  Boone  county,  where  he  conducted  a  general  store  until  1881.  He 
then  engaged  in  the  coal  mining  business,  but  after  a  few  years  retired,  having 
acquired  a  competency.  He  died  in  1903?  but  Mrs.  Blair  is  still  living  and 
makes  her  home  at  Iowa  City.  There  were  three  children  in  their  family, 
one  of  whom  died  in  infancy;  the  others  being:  John  H.,  of  this  review;  and 
Mary,  the  wife  of  Rev.  R.  F.  Hurlburt,  a  Methodist  minister  of  Iowa  City. 

John  H.  Blair  received  his  early  education  in  the  graded  schools  of  Boone 
county  and  grew  up  under  the  friendly  shelter  of  the  parental  home.  He  be¬ 
came  a  student  of  Cornell  College  at  Mount  Vernon,  graduating  at  that  in¬ 
stitution  in  1886,  having  then  arrived  at  the  age  of  twenty-three  years.  After 
leaving  college  he  came  to  Des  Moines  and  read  law  for  nearly  two  yeai  s  in 
the  office  of  Galusha  Parsons,  being  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1889.  He  engaged 
in  general  practice  for  four  years,  at  the  end  of  which  time  he  was  appointed 
attorney  and  secretary  for  the  Iowa  Loan  and  Trust  Company,  and  continued  with 
this  concern  until  1901.  He  spent  two  years  attending  to  personal  business  af¬ 
fairs  and  in  1904  was  elected  vice  president  of  the  Des  Moines  National  Bank, 
which  position  he  still  holds.  A  man  of  untiring  industry  and  marked  busi¬ 
ness  ability,  he  occupies  a  high  place  among  the  financiers  of  the  state,  and  lus 

kindly  interest  in  others  has  made  for  him  a  host  of  friends 

In  1905  Mr.  Blair  was  married  to  Miss  Frances  Mullan  of  Waterloo,  Iowa, 
a  daughter  of  Hon.  Charles  W.  and  Emma  (Hammond)  Mullan  The  father 
served  as  attorney  general  of  Iowa  for  six  years  and  he  and  lus  wi  e  are 
now  living  at  Waterloo.  The  Mullan  and  Hammond  families  were  among  tie 
pioneers  of  Iowa,  the  early  members  in  this  state  having  laM  out  the  city  of 
Waterloo.  Mrs.  Blair  was  a  member  of  a  family  of  four  children,  the  other 
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three  being:  Charles,  who  now  lives  in  St.  Paul  Minnesota ;  Alfred  who  lives 
at  Waterloo;  and  Alice,  who  married  Carl  Walker,  also  of  Waterloo.  Two 
promising  children  have  come  to  brighten  the  home  of  Mr  and  Mrs.  Blair. 
John  Tr.  and  Frances.  Mr.  Blair  is  not  a  member  of  any  religious  denomina¬ 
tion,  but  his  wife  is  identified  with  the  Congregational  church.  Fraternally  he  is 
connected  with  the  Masonic  order  and  socially  holds  membership  in  the  Gran  , 
Des  Moines  and  the  Golf  and  Country  Clubs.  While  he  has  never  sought 
nolitical  honors  he  gives  his  support  to  the  republican  party  and  heartily  in 
dorses  ts  principles,  believing  that  the  party  has  the  vitality  and  the  resources 
best  adapted  to  maintain  the  liberty  and  promote  the  permanent  interests  of  the 
republic  A  genial  and  pleasing  gentleman  and  a  business  man  of  thorough  and 
tested  judgment,,  he  enjoys  the  confidence  of  the  people  of  Des  Moines  and 
the  esteem  of  all  who  know  him. 


JOHN  C.  MITCHELL. 

Among  the  prosperous  farmers  of  Polk  county  who  have  attained  a  com¬ 
petency  and  are  recognized  as  important  factors  in  the  community  in  John  C. 
Mitchell  of  Bloomfield  township.  He  was  born  in  this  county  May  16,  1873, 
a  son  of  Daniel  R.  and  Sarah  J.  (Miller)  Mitchell,  the  former  a  native  of  Ohio 
and  the  latter  of  Indiana.  The  parents  came  to  Iowa  in  1867  and  located  upon 
a  farm  in  Bloomfield  township,  Polk  county.  Mr.  Mitchell  cleared  and  im¬ 
proved  his  place  upon  which  he  continued  until  his  death,  in  1892.  The  mother 
is  still  living  and  has  reached  the  age  of  seventy-three  years.  She  now  makes 
her  home  with  her  son,  W.  H.  Mitchell. 

John  C.  Mitchell  was  reared  in  Bloomfield  township  and  received  his  pre¬ 
liminary  education  in  the  district  schools,  later  attending  Highland  Park  College 
at  Des  Moines  and  the  Iowa  State  College  at  Ames,  receiving  an  excellent  edu¬ 
cation,  which  has  greatly  assisted  him  in  his  career.  At  the  age  of  twenty-one 
years  he  rented  the  home  place  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  continuing  in 
charge  of  same  until  1902  when  he  bought  eighty  acres  in  the  same  township. 
He  paid  therefor  thirty  dollars  an  acre  and,  after  cultivating  the  land  for  five 
years  and  making  various  permanent  improvements  upon  it,  he  sold  it  for  one 
hundred  and  ten  dollars  per  acre.  He  then  bought  eighty  acres  in  the  same 
neighborhood  upon  which  he  established  his  home.  He  also  rents  one  hundred 
acres,  and  as  he  thoroughly  understands  his  business,  he  has  attained  a  marked 
degree  of  success.  He  usually  keeps  about  twenty  head  of  horses,  fifty  head 
of  cattle,  one  hundred  head  of  sheep  and  fifty  head  of  hogs,  and  is  in  the  market 
each  year  with  stock  of  a  good  grade  which  commands  a  high  price. 

One  the  19th  day  of  February,  1902,  Mr.  Mitchell  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Miss  Elsie  Louise  Ware,  a  daughter  of  Wilmer  C.  and  Mattie  J.  (Mulhous) 
Ware,  both  of  whom  were  born  in  Indiana.  They  came  west  and  located  at  Des 
Moines  in  1888.  The  father  was  a  contractor  and  builder  and  continued  actively 
in  that  business  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  February,  1905.  The  mother 
is  still  living  and  resides  in  California.  Three  children  have  come  to  brighten 
the  home  of  Air.  and  Mrs.  Mitchell,  namely:  Louise  Esther,  now  five  years 

of  age ,  W  altei  Calvin,  aged  three  years ;  and  Rav  Donald,  who  is  now  one  year 
old. 

.  ^r*  an<^  Mrs..  Mitchell  are  both  adherents  of  the  Methodist  church  and 
sincere  believers  in  the  authority  of  Holy  Writ.  Politically  he  is  not  allied 
\\Ui  eithei.  of  the  leading  parties  but  gives  his  support  to  the  cause  of  prohibi- 
tinn.  e  is  a  stanch  advocate  of  education  and  is  now  serving  as  a  member  of 
the  sc  ool  boaid  of  Bloomfield  township.  He  is  one  of  the  progressive  men  of 
t  is  section  and.  in  addition  to  thoroughly  modern  equipment  for  everything 
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pertaining  to  his  farm,  has  a  large  touring  car  in  which  he  and  his  family  take 
long  trips  through  the  country,  visiting  friends  and  enjoying  beautiful  scenes 
of  pastoral  life.  He  and  his  wife  are  greatly  esteemed  by  a  wide  circle  of 
acquaintances  and  their  home  is  justly  noted  for  its  generous  hospitality. 


EDWIN  D.  WILEY,  M.  D. 

The  history  of  the  medical  profession  in  Des  Moines  would  be  incomplete 
and  unsatisfactory  were  there  failure  to  make  prominent  reference  to  Dr.  Ed¬ 
win  D.  Wiley,  who  for  many  years  was  a  most  capable  and  successful  physician 
and  surgeon  of  this  city.  Moreover  he  was  widely  known  throughout  the  state 
in  connection  with  his  work  as  a  member  of  the  Improved  Order  of  Red  Men 
and  his  social  qualities  as  well  as  his  business  ability  and  professional  skill 
gained  him  a  firm  hold  upon  the  affection  and  enduring  regard  of  his  fellow 
townsmen.  He  was  born  in  the  city  of  Woodstock,  New  Brunswick,  Canada, 
on  the  19th  of  April,  1846,  a  son  of  Dr.  William  and  Mary  (Dibble)  Wiley! 
The  family  is  of  Scotch  lineage  but  William  Wiley  was  born  in  County  Tyrone! 
Ireland,  where  he  resided  until  the  age  of  seventeen  years,  when  he  determined 
to  seek  a  home  and  fortune  in  America.  Crossing  the  Atlantic  he  first  located 
in  New  York  city  where  he  studied  and  practiced  law  for  a  number  of  years. 
Going  to  Nova  Scotia  to  visit  a  brother  he  was  there  induced  to  study  medicine 
and  soon  afterward  entered  the  medical  department  of  the  Bowdoin  College  in 
Maine.  He  located  for  practice  in  Woodstock,  New  Brunswick,  where  he  re¬ 
mained  until  1854,  when  ill  health  compelled  him  to  seek  a  milder  climate  and. 
crossing  the  border  to  the  United  States  made  his  way  to  Elgin,  Illinois.  He 
took  up  his  abode  upon  a  farm  in  that  vicinity  and  was  identified  with  agricul¬ 
tural  pursuits  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1862. 

With  the  exception  of  a  sister  Edwin  D.  Wiley  was  the  eldest  in  a  family 
of  three  sons  and  three  daughters,  and  upon  him  largely  devolved  the  care  and 
support  of  his  widowed  mother  and  the  younger  members  of  the  family.  His 
educational  privileges  were  only  such  as  the  common  schools  afforded,  but  later 
he  had  the  opportunity,  which  he  improved,  of  pursuing  an  academic  course, 
and  when  his  more  specifically  literary  education  was  completed  he  took  up  the 
study  of  medicine  and  surgery.  He  was  graduated  in  1870  from  the  Bennett 
Medical  College  of  Chicago  and  afterward  practiced  for  a  year  in  association 
with  one  of  his  college  professors.  On  the  3d  of  July,  1871,  he  arrived  in  Des 
Moines  and  at  once  opened  an  office  in  this  city  where  his  ability  won  him  ready 
recognition  that  in  time  brought  to  him  a  large  and  satisfactory  practice.  He 
was  continuously  alert  to  the  opportunities  of  the  profession  and  studied  broadly 
to  improve  himself  and  make  his  services  of  greater  value  in  his  ministrations 
in  the  sick  room.  He  did  not  heedlessly  discard  the  old  and  time-tried  methods, 
the  value  of  which  had  been  proven,  and  yet  he  was  quick  to  adopt  newer  meth¬ 
ods  that  indicated  the  progress  of  the  medical  fraternity.  He  was  accorded  a 
good  practice  and  endeared  himself  to  many  families  during  his  stay  here. 

In  February,  1884,  Dr.  Wiley  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Eva  L.  Pratt, 
a  daughter  of  Dr.  Philomen  Pratt,  a  well  known  dentist  of  Elgin,  Illinois. 
She  had  been  a  student  with  her  husband  in  Elgin  Academy,  and  unto  them 
was  born  a  daughter,  Eva  M.,  who  is  yet  living.  On  the  Sunday  previous  to 
his  death  Dr.  Wiley  and  his  wife  celebrated  their  twenty-fifth  wedding  anni¬ 
versary  and  it  was  made  the  occasion  of  rejoicing  on  the  part  of  many  of  their 
friends. 

Dr.  Wiley  attended  the  First  Baptist  church  and  his  influence  was  always 
found  on  the  side  of  right,  justice  and  progress.  He  was  very  prominent  in  the 
Improved  Order  of  Red  Men  and  held  membership  in  the  local  organization 
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known  as  Tribe  No.  2.  He  continued  to  fill  offices  from  time  to  time  in  this 
lodge  and  for  two  years  was  its  past  sachem.  Thirty  years  prior  to  his  death 
he  was  elected  keeper  of  the  wampum  of  this  tribe  and  continued  to  fill  that 
office  until  his  demise.  He  was  instrumental  in  promoting  and  building  up  sev¬ 
eral  tribes  and  in  fact  was  recognized  as  one  of  the  leading  members  of  the  order 
in  the  state.  In  Masonry  he  attained  distinguished  honors,  the  thirty  third 
degree  having  been  conferred  upon  him,  and  he  was  also  a  member  of  the 
Mystic  Shrine  He  likewise  belonged  to  the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of 
Elks  and  he  attended  the  First  Baptist  church.  In  manner  he  was  quiet  and 
unostentatious,  but  his  strong  character,  determination  and  ability  won  him 
wide  recognition.  He  was  always  ready  to  do  good  and  to  lend  a  helping  hand 
and  many  have  reason  to  bless  his  memory  for  his  kindly  assistance  or  for  the 
encouraging  word  which  he  spoke.  W  ithout  ostentation  or  display  he  left  the 
impress  of  his  individuality  upon  the  public  life  of  the  community,  for  his  pro¬ 
nounced  characterstics  were  indispensable  elements  of  an  upright  and  honorable 

manhoood. 


JAMES  DEPEW  EDMUNDSON. 

No  man  could  be  more  thoroughly  a  product  of  Iowa  or  more  closely  linked 
with  its  growth  and  prosperity,  than  James  Depew  Edmundson  of  Des  Moines, 
retired  banker  and  capitalist,  who  in  his  sphere  has  contributed  very  largely  to 
the  development  of  the  financial  interests  of  the  state. 

Air.  Edmundson’s  life  runs  along  in  the  same  current  as  does  the  life  of  the 
state.  He  was  born  within  the  confines  of  Iowa  while  it  was  still  in  its  very 
beginning.  He  grew  into  boyhood  as  Iowa  grew  into  her  statehood  and  came 
into  manhood  as  Iowa  came  into  the  larger  promise  of  her  greatness.  He  strug¬ 
gled  to  make  the  best  of  his  humble  circumstances  while  Iowa  was  also  strug¬ 
gling  to  come  up  out  of  her  humble  station.  His  opportunities  expanded  as  Iowa 
came  into  her  wonderful  era  of  success  and  prosperity,  and  it  might  be  said  that 
they  have  come  down  the  years  together  and  that  he  has  helped  in  his  way  and 
in  his  field  to  make  Iowa,  while  Iowa  has  helped  to  make  him. 

Air.  Edmundson  is  distinctively  a  pioneer  by  birth  and  ancestry.  He  was 
born  near  Burlington  in  Des  Aloines  county,  Iowa,  November  23,  1838,  at  a 
time  when  Iowa  was  still  a  territory,  and  his  whole  boyhood  was  spent  amid 
frontier  surroundings.  His  father,  William  Edmundson,  was  likewise  born  in 
a  pioneer  home  in  Harrison  county,  Kentucky,  October  5,  1805,  and  his  father 
before  him  was  a  pioneer  and  a  soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  war.  The  name 
Edmundson  was  originally  Edmiston,  and  the  family  came  of  Scotch-Irish  an¬ 
cestry.  Mr.  Edmundson,  father  of  James  Depew  Edmundson,  moved  with  his 
father’s  family  from  Kentucky  to  Indiana  in  1828,  where  he  had  further  ex¬ 
perience  as  a  pioneer.  After  having  served  in  the  Black  Hawk  war  he  removed 
in  1836  to  Des  Aloines  county,  Iowa,  and  again  became  identified  with  the  work 
of  development  on  the  frontier.  Not  long  afterward  he  returned  to  Parke  county, 
Indiana,  for  a  helpmeet,  and  January  25,  1838,  was  married  to  Miss  Priscilla 
Depew,  who  was  born  in  Botetourt  county,  Virginia,  and  who  came  of  a  French- 
Huguenot  family  whose  name  originally  was  Du  Puy. 

Air.  Edmundson  and  his  bride  came  at  once  to  Iowa  territory  and  made  their 
home  in  Des  Moines  county,  where  he  engaged  for  a  time  in  farming.  In  1843. 
however,  he  chose  a  new  home  in  the  so-called  “New  Purchase,”  a  tract  of  land 
in  southeastern  Iowa  which  had  been  recently  purchased  by  the  government 
from  the  Sac  and  Fox  Indians.  In  that  same  year,  Alay  31,  1843,  Mrs.  Edmund¬ 
son  died  at  Fairfield,  Iowa.  The  land  on  which  Air.  Edmundson  located,  after¬ 
ward,  on  its  organization,  became  a  part  of  Alahaska  county.  He  remained  in 
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that  immediate  vicinity  permanently,  engaged  in  merchandising  for  several  years, 
assisted  in  the  organization  of  the  new  county  of  Mahaska,  served  as  its  first 
sheriff,  filled  other  public  offices  and  took  a  large  part  in  the  development  and 
organization  of  the  new  state.  He  also  served  as  a  member  of  the  first  general 
assembly  of  the  state.  In  1850  he  became  a  frontiersman  again,  joining  the 
great  movement  to  California,  where  he  remained  for  five  years,  when  he  re¬ 
turned  to  Mahaska  county  and  again  entered  into  its  public  life,  serving  as  sheriff 
a  second  time.  His  active  career  ended  with  his  death,  September  22,  1862. 

Reared  as  he  was  on  the  frontier,  the  educational  advantages  of  James  De¬ 
pew  Edmundson  were  limited  and  were  confined  to  the  subscription  schools  of 
the  day,  with  the  exception  of  short  terms  at  a  normal  school  at  Oskaloosa  and 
a  small  academy  at  Newton,  which  closed  his  school  days.  But  that  was  not  the 
end-  of  his  education.  The  limited  education  which  he  had  obtained  developed 
a  desire  for  knowledge  that  prompted  a  self-education,  through  reading,  travel 
and  observation  that  has  continued  to  this  day. 

In  1859,  Mr.  Edmundson  had  fitted  himself  to  take  up  the  study  of  law  and 
entered  law  offices  in  Oskaloosa,  where  he  continued  as  a  student  until  the  fall 
of  i860,  when  he  passed  the  required  examination  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar. 
Although  he  had  the  hard-earned  right  to  practice,  he  lacked  the  money  to  estab¬ 
lish  himself,  so  he  taught  a  country  school  in  Mahaska  county  the  following  win¬ 
ter.  In  the  spring  of  1861,  with  his  meager  savings  in  his  pocket  and  a  few  law 
books  in  his  trunk,  he  removed  to  Glenwood,  Iowa,  to  begin  the  fight  for  success. 
He  remained  there  five  years,  engaging  actively  in  practice  and  also  in  the  pur-, 
chase  and  sale  of  Iowa  lands,  in  association  with  the  Hon.  William  Hale,  after¬ 
ward  governor  of  Wyoming. 

Finding  large  opportunities  in  the  land  business,  Mr.  Edmundson  gave  up  the 
practice  of  law  altogether  and  in  the  spring  of  1866  removed  to  Council  Bluffs, 
where  he  became  a  dealer  in  farm  lands  on  a  large  scale.  He  prospered  in 
that  undertaking  and  soon  became  a  factor  in  the  business  and  financial  affairs 
of  Council  Bluffs  and  southwestern  Iowa.  His  judgment  and  experience  came 
into  demand  for  other  enterprises  and  the  scope  of  his  activities  was  largely  ex¬ 
tended.  He  became  connected  with  the  banking  interests  of  the  city  and  in  1882 
was  instrumental  in  organizing  the  Citizens’  Bank,  afterward  the  Citizens’  State 
Bank  of  Council  Bluffs,  of  which  he  was  elected  president.  After  a  successful 
•existence  of  fifteen  years,  this  bank  purchased  the  First  National  Bank  of 
Council  Bluffs  and  went  into  liquidation,  Mr.  Edmundson  being  elected  president 
of  the  newly  acquired  institution,  which  position  he  held  until  his  resignation  and 
removal  to  Des  Moines  in  1900.  At  that  time  he  practically  retired  from  active 
business,  his  health  having  become  somewhat  impaired  by  many  years  of  close 
attention  to  the  management  of  his  growing  interests.  His  departure  from 
Council  Bluffs  was  the  occasion  of  general  regret,  because  of  the  large  part  he 
had  taken  in  the  upbuilding  of  its  business  institutions  and  his  wholesome  activi¬ 
ties  as  a  citizen.  #  ,r. 

On  May  25,  1871,  Mr.  Edmundson  was  married  at  Council  Bluffs  to  Miss 

Jennie  Way  Hart,  a  daughter  of  Dr.  H.  W.  and  Sarah  Way  Hart,  prominent 
residents  of  that  city.  Her  death  occurred  at  Council  Bluffs,  February  12,  1890. 
On  January  1,  1894,  he  was  again  married  at  Council  Bluffs  to  Mrs.  Laura  Bar¬ 
clay  Kirby,  who  died  at  Denver,  Colorado,  November  16,  1908. 

'Mr.  Edmundson  has  been  a  lifelong  republican  and  has  always  been  devoted 
to  the  interests  of -that  party,  though  never  as  an  office-seeker.  He  has  never 
held  public  position  save  for  a  few  years  when,  as  a  young  man  at  Clenwooc  , 
fie  served  as  deputy  collector  of  internal  revenue,  deputy  provost  marshal  and 

assistant  United  States  Assessor.  .  .  , 

While  he  withdrew  from  all  business  some  years  ago,  he  has  maintained  a 

’keen  interest  in  the  affairs  of  the  world  and  has  kept  himself  in  close  touch 
with  them.  He  is  still  active  and  alert  and  is  an  extensive  traveler.  The  habit 
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of  reading,  established  in  his  youth,  has  continued  with  him  always..  It  has 
given  him  a  wide  fund  of  information  and  has  led  to  his  accumulation  of  a 
large  and  well  selected  library,  including  many  fine  volumes.  1  hrough  his  travel 
he  has  acquired  broad  and  liberal  knowledge  and  an  especial  interest  in  matters 
pertaining  to  art.  Mr.  Edmundson  holds  membership  in  the  Grant,  Des  Moines 
and  other  prominent  clubs  of  Des  Moines  and  is  well  known  in  his  later  home, 
as  in  his  earlier  home  in  Council  Bluffs,  where  his  substantial  qualities  of  man¬ 
hood  and  citizenship  have  gained  him  kindly  regard  and  high  respect. 

Mr.  Edmundson  is  a  man  of  fine  sympathies.  In  his  quiet  way  he  has  done 
much  for  philanthropy.  His  large  gift  of  money  made  possible  the  erection  of 
the  splendid  Jennie  Edmundson  Memorial  Hospital  at  Council  Bluffs,  which  was 
erected  in  1906.  In  commemoration  of  the  organization  of  Mahaska  county,  in 
which  his  father  had  a  large  part,  he  gave  to  the  city  of  Oskaloosa  in  1909  the 
beautiful  bronze  statue  of  Chief  Mahaska,  which  stands  in  the  public  square, 
and  after  whom  Mahaska  county  was  named.  Incidentally,  in  commissioning 
Sherry  E.  Fry  to  make  the  statue,  he  gave  encouragement  to  a  young  Iowa 
sculptor  who  won  distinguished  honors  in  the  Paris  salon  with  this  piece  of 
work.  In  1909  Mr.  Edmundson  was  one  of  the  larger  contributors  to  the  Young 
Men's  Christian  Association  building  fund  in  Des  Moines.  These  are  only  the 
gifts  the  public  knows  about.  There  have  been  many  other  acts  of  helpfulness 
which  are  known  only  by  a  few.  He  has  been  especially  helpful  to  young  men 
as  a  friendly  patron  to  those  who  sought  to  make  their  own  way  in  the  world 
and  establish  themselves  in  places  of  importance  and  usefulness. 

Air.  Edmundson  is  a  devoted  Iowan.  No  man’s  affections  and  fortunes  could 
be  more  closely  bound  up  with  those  of  Iowa  than  his.  He  loves  Iowa,  and  Iowa 
does  him  honor  for  his  substantial  influence  in  the  business  field,  for  his  quiet 
philanthropy  and  for  his  fine  qualities  of  manhood  and  citizenship. 


JAMES  WATT. 

James  Watt,  a  prominent  financier  of  Des  Moines,  passed  away  April  6. 
1911,  near  Newton,  Kansas,  while  on  a  train  as  one  of  a  party  of  Des  Moines 
business  men  en  route  for  Texas  where  they  were  considering  making  an  in¬ 
vestment  in  lands.  His  demise  was  the  occasion  of  deep  and  widespread  regret, 
for  the  circle  of  his  friends  was  almost  coextensive  with  the  circle  of  his  ac¬ 
quaintances.  Perhaps  no  one  in  Des  Moines  knew  more  thoroughly  the  real 
a  alue  of  industry  and  diligence  than  James  M  att.  Reared  in  a  home  where 
rigid  economy  was  by  necessity  practiced,  starting  out  for  himself  without  finan¬ 
cial  aid  in  the  smallest  degree,  he  realized  that  labor  intelligently  directed  must 
pnwe  the  foundation  of  whatever  success  he  would  enjoy.  He  stood  at  the 
head  of  one  of  the  strong  banking  institutions  of  Des  Moines,  but  no  one  in 
this  city  had  greater  sympathy  for  the  laboring  men  or  was  more  willing  to 
speak  an  encouraging  word  or  extend  a  helping  hand,  for  his  early  experiences 
made  him  famihar  with  the  difficulties  and  obstacles  that  one  must  encounter 
as  he  attempts  to  scale  the  heights  of  success.  Mr.  Watt  was  born  in  Valcartier. 
Af  A  Al,Suy  3.  i843-  a  son  of  William  and  Helen  Watt.  The  father,  who  is 
A  T"g.r  f  le,  VfTrable  age  of  mr|ety-one  years,  was  one  of  a  family  of  four 

fWeAAN  u’g  ,terkWL  uere  brought  b7  their  Parents  to  America  from 
,.f  ,  ’  '  t°t  an('.  The  father  of  that  family  was  a  tradesman,  who  in  early 

,  M  AN  'he  "“'A5  Yde  aTnTd  engaged  in  decorating  city  churches.  He 
famil  wh  ."  A"1  nefr  -QuebeC' ,  His  wife  was  a  membe"  of'  ‘he  Howoieson 
being  a  ^  sWp  captata!  g  Pe°P'e’  ^  °f  ^  br0tberS’  Andrew  Howoieson. 
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William  Watt,  having  arrived  at  years  of  maturity,  wedded  Miss  Helen  Kerr, 
whose  parents,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Andrew  Kerr,  came  to  America  from  Glasgow, 
Scotland.  Mr.  Kerr  was  a  carpenter  and  builder.  His  wife  was  well  trained 
in  the  household  arts  and  Mr.  Watt  of  this  review  well  remembered  his  grand¬ 
mother  spinning  at  a  high  wheel  and  running  back  with  the  thread.  Practically 
all  the  garments  worn  by  the  family  at  that  time  were  homespun.  He  also 
remembered  his  grandfather  Kerr  making  agricultural  implements,  plows  and 
other  machinery  needed  on  the  farm. 

Until  thirteen  years  of  age  James  Watt  was  a  pupil  in  the  schools  of  Val- 
cartier,  Quebec,  after  which  the  family  removed  to  Canada  West,  settling  on  a 
farm  in~Huron  county  near  Goeri.  For  some  years  thereafter  his  time  was 
largely  devoted  to  the  arduous  work  of  the  farm,  which  was  hewed  out  of  heavy 
timber  in  the  “Queen’s  Bush.”  He  drove  oxen  and  did  all  kinds  of  farm  work 
for  seven  years.  At  night  he  would  study  by  the  pine  fire  and  at  length  managed 
to  obtain  a  third  class  certificate  for  teaching  school.  He  would  do  the  chores 
at  home  and  then  walk  two  miles  to  the  school,  which  had  an  average  of  foity 
pupils,  though  in  winter,  when  the  older  children  of  the  family  could  attend,  his 
school  often  numbered  seventy-five.  Every  available  moment  he  used  in  study 
and  at  the  end  of  three  years  won  a  first  class  certificate — this  being  the  highest 
grade.  It  was  one  of  the  happiest  moments  of  his  life  when  that  certificate  was 
granted.  It  represented  not  only  the  accomplishment  of  a  purpose  but  seemed 
to  him  to  open  a  broader  field  of  labor  and  opportunity.  He  then  left  Canada 
for  the  United  States,  at  length  arriving  in  Milwaukee.  He  decided  that  winter 
to  attend  Spencer’s  Commercial  College  but  left  before  the  time  of  graduation, 
in  the  spring  of  1867.  It  was  his  desire  to  become  a  civil  engineer  and  he  started 
for  the  west,  hoping  that  his  ambition  might  some  day  be  accomplished.  Pie 
landed  from  a  stage  coach  at  Fort  Dodge,  Iowa,  and  registered  at  a  hotel.  The 
cuisine  was  not  extensive,  for  they  ground  wheat  by  hand  and  about  the  only 
meat  furnished  was  prairie  chicken. 

Mr.  Watt  started  at  once  to  find  work,  for  when  he  reached  his  destination 
his  cash  capital  had  been  reduced  to  forty  dollars.  He  went  to  the  courthouse 
to  see  the  surveyor,  who,  however,  was  out  at  work,  but  a  brother  of  Governor 
Carpenter  was  in  one  of  the  offices  and  treated  Mr.  Watt  very  kindly  until  the 
engineer,  Mr.  Killam,  came  in.  The  latter  told  Mr.  Watt  that  he  had  no  place 
for  him  but  Mr.  Watt  replied  that  he  was  anxious  to  learn  the  business  and  that 
if  Mr.  Killam  would  board  him  he  would  work  for  him  and  pay  four  dollars  a 
week.  The  proposition  was  favorably  received  and  he  accompanied  Mr.  Killam 
home.  The  large  family,  mostly  girls,  made  his  life  there  very  interesting.  That 
his  service  was  satisfactory  to  his  employer  is  indicated  by  the  fact  that  after 
four  weeks  he  was  told  that  he  need  not  pay  any  more  board.  While  with  Mi. 
Killam  he  aided  in  laying  out  a  cemetery,  the  one  in  which  the  remains  of  Sena¬ 
tor  Dolliver  were  recently  interred.  Mr.  Watt  realized  that  his  employei  was 
not  well  educated  and  was  getting  the  benefit  of  his  trigonometry  and  Euclid. 
Learning  that  a  new  railroad  was  to  be  built  into  Des  Moines,  he  took  the  stage 
coach  and  made  his  way  to  the  capital  city,  arriving  on  the  4th  of  July,  1865. 
On  that  day  there  was  a  balloon  ascension  at  the  capital  square  but  the  balloon 
was  caught  in  the  tree  tops  as  it  arose.  The  method  of  aerial  navigation  at  that 
day  was  in  marked  contrast  to  what  is  being  accomplished  at  present. 

The  Chicago,  Rock  Island  &  Pacific  were  just  laying  tracks  into  Des  Moines 
and  Mr.  Watt  sought  work  of  the  engineer,  who,  though  very  kind,  told  him  that 
there  was  no  place  for  him.  His  funds  were  so  nearly  exhausted  that  he  gladly 
accepted  employment  with  the  street  commissioner,  who  placed  him  with  a  gang 
of  shovelers,  with  whom  he  worked  for  a  month,  cutting  down  a  sheet  east  of 
the  capital.  Under  a  burning  August  sun  this  was  the  hardest  work  which  he 
ever  did  and  ever  afterward  he  had  the  greatest  sympathy  for  men  engaged  in 
that  kind  of  labor.  About  that  time  Mr.  Watt’s  father  came  to  Des  Moines  with 
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the  intention  of  locating  on  a  farm.  He  did  not  have  much  money  but  said  if 
his  son  lames  would  carry  on  a  little  grocery  store  he  would  put  in  all  the  capital 
he  had.’  The  proposition  was  accepted  and  James  Watt  went  to  Chicago,  wheie 
he  purchased  the  stock.  Mr.  Watt  managed  to  pay  him  at  the  end  ot  two  years 
and  though  it  was  difficult  to  keep  going  for  a  time,  prosperity  at  length  crowned 
his  industry,  determination  and  perseverance.  He  carried  on  business  as  senior 
partner  of 'the  firm  of  Watt  &  Cochran,  which  was  succeeded  by  Watt,  Cochran 
&  Sperry  later  Sperry,  Watt  &  Garver  and  in  time  was  incorporated  as  the  W  ar- 
field,  Howell,  Watt  Company.  Thus  passed  a  period  of  thirty  years,  m  which. 
Mr.  Watt  made  steady  progress  in  business,  the  scope  of  his  trade  being  con¬ 
stantly  extended  until  he  was  recognized  as  one  of  the  largest  and  most  pros¬ 
perous  merchants  of  the  city.  Three  decades  having  been  thus  passed,  he  spent 
a  year  in  forwarding  supplies,  on  a  commission,  to  concentradoes  during  the 
Spanish-American  war,  after  which  he  turned  his  attention  to  banking  and  for 
over  ten  years,  or  for  the  remainder  of  his  life,  was  connected  with  the  German 
Savings  Bank  of  Des  Moines.  As  president  of  this  institution  he  followed  a 
policy  that  commended  the  bank  to  the  confidence  and  patronage  of  the  public, 
for  his  progressiveness  was  tempered  by  a  safe  conservatism  and  his  judgment 
in  financial  as  well  as  in  mercantile  circles  was  found  to  be  seldom,  if  ever,  at 
fault.  His  cooperation  was  sought  along  many  other  business  lines  and  many 
corporate  interests  felt  the  stimulus  and  benefited  by  the  cooperation  of  one  who 
was  recognized  as  a  most  strong  and  forceful  factor  in  business  circles.  Aside 
from  the  presidency  of  the  German  Savings  Bank  he  was  chosen  president  of  the 
Farm  Property  Mutual  Insurance  Company,  the  Iowa  Mutual  Hail  Insurance 
Company,  the  Farmers  Bank  of  Carlisle  and  the  Bevington  Bank.  He  was  like¬ 
wise  vice  president  of  the  Des  Moines  Ice  &  Cold  Storage  Company  and  the 
Century  Lumber  Company  and  was  treasurer  of  the  Great  Western  Accident 


Company. 

Mr.  Watt  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Mary  C.  Kirkman,  a  daughter  of 
the  Rev.  Karl  Frederick  Kirkman,  a  Methodist  minister,  who  engaged  in  preach¬ 
ing  in  both  German  and  English.  Her  mother  is  still  living  at  Monroe,  Iowa. 
Air.  and  Mrs.  Watt  were  in  entire  sympathy  in  their  benevolent  and  charitable 
work.  Mrs.  Watt  is  an  active  member  of  the  board  of  the  Business  Women’s 
Club  in  this  city  and  also  devotes  much  time  to  the  Home  for  the  Aged  and 
other  charitable  institutions.  Mr.  Watt  was  president  of  the  Iowa  Humane 
Society  and  secretary  of  the  Home  for  the  Aged.  He  was  reared  in  the  Presby¬ 
terian  faith  and  instructed  in  both  the  longer  and  shorter  catechism.  After  his 
marriage  he  was  for  many  years  an  active  member  of  the  Methodist  church  but 
was  not  affiliated  with  any  denomination  at  the  time  of  his  demise.  The  last 
sermon  which  he  heard  was  in  Westminister  Abbey  in  London,  in  1909,  when  he 
saw  the  splendid  statue  erected  to  the  man  that  he  was  always  proud  to  claim 
as  an  ancestor,  James  Watt,  the  inventor  of  the  steam  engine.  He  became  a 
charter  member  of  Des  Moines  Lodge,  No.  29,  K.  P.,  but  was  not  active  in  the 
organization  for  some  time  prior  to  his  death.  He  was  a  republican  in  politics 
and  was  a  member  of  the  Grant  Club.  He  also  belonged  to  the  Commercial  Club 
and  served  as  president  of  that  organization.  It  is  well  known  that  his  cooper¬ 
ation  could  always  be  counted  upon  to  further  movements  for  the  benefit  and 
upbuilding  of  Des  Moines  and  for  the  furtherance  of  charitable  and  benevolent 
work.  His  sympathy  reached  out  to  all  mankind  but  more  especially  to  those 
upon  whom  an  untoward  fate  seemed  to  have  laid  heavy  burdens.  In  his  own 
business  career  he  proved  that  it  is  under  the  stimulus  of  adversity  and  the  weight 
of  necessity  that  the  strongest  and  best  in  men  is  brought  out  and  developed. 

The  April,  1911,  number  of  the  Midwestern  Magazine  said: 

As  the  Midwestern  goes  to  press,  word  has  just  reached  us  of  the  sudden 
passing  away  of  one  of  the  bravest,  sweetest,  truest  souls  that  we  have  ever  known, 
James  M  att,  president  of  the  German  Savings  Bank.  Here  was  a  man  in  the 
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great  sense  of  the  word.  He  was  so  true  to  the  best  in  himself,  so  regardful  of 
others,  so  beautiful  in  spirit,  so  great  in  carrying  out  big  schemes  for  the  good  of 
others!  that  all  who  knew  him  did  him  honor  in  their  hearts.  In  business,  his 
name  stood  for  absolute  fidelity,  for  good  judgment,  for  big  fairness  and  generous 
dealing.  In  his  home  life,  he  was  ideal,  the  protection  and  strength  of  his  dear 
ones.  Some  years  ago,  at  the  death  of  James  Callanan,  he  was  elected  president 
of  the  Iowa  Humane  Society  and  has  held  the  office  continuously  since  his  elec¬ 
tion.  It  was  here  that  the  real  man  shone  forth.  He  loved  the  work.  He  gave 
generously  to  it  of  his  time  and  his  money.  In  every  emergency  he  was  ready 
with  personal  aid.  No  detail  of  the  work  was  too  small  for  his  attention  and  his 
heart  went  out  to  every  suffering  creature,  whether  human  or  beast. 

“He  had  the  simplicity  and  sweetness  that  belongs  to  all  great  spirits.  His 
horses  loved  him.  The  boys  at  the  bank  held  him  in  honor  and  affection.  Every 
business  man  trusted  him  entirely.  And  in  humble  homes  all  over  the  city  there 
were  tears  shed  at  the  departure  of  the  best  friend  these  poor  people  had  ever 
known. 

“Such  a  spirit  can  never  be  lost  to  the  world  and  must  have  stepped  into  a 
greater,  more  beautiful  life  when  the  door  closed  upon  him  and  shut  him  from 
mortal  Vision.  But  such  a  friend,  so  dear,  so  loyal,  so  great-hearted,  can  never 
be  replaced  to  us.  Blessed  be  his  memory. — Carolyn  M.  Ogilvie.” 


BERNHARDT  J.  NESS. 

On  the  roster  of  county  officials  appears  the  name  of  Bernhardt  J.  Ness,  who 
is  now  filling  the  position  of  sheriff  of  Polk  county,  and  the  prompt,  fearless  and 
impartial  manner  in  which  he  discharges  his  duties  has  made  him  a  most  worthy 
official  in  that  office.  He  was  born  in  Story  City,  Iowa,  January  17,.  l<&77i  an^ 
is  a  son  of  John  Ness,  a  native  of  Norway,  who  came  to  the  United  States  in 
the  early  ’60s,  and  settled  in  Story  City,  Iowa,  where  he  followed  the  shoe¬ 
maker’s  trade.  He  died  in  1879*  leaving  his  son  to  the  care  of  the  widowed 
mother,  Mrs.  Lena  Ness. 

In  the  public  schools  of  his  native  city  Bernhardt  J.  Ness  pursued  his  educa¬ 
tion  until  eleven  years  of  age,  when  in  1888  the  family  removed  to  Des  Moines, 
where  he  again  attended  school  for  a  short  time,  but  at  the  early  age  of  tweh  e 
years  he  was  obliged  to  lay  aside  his  text-books  and  entei  business  life.  He 
turned  his  attention  to  the  printer’s  trade,  at  which  he  worked  until  after  the 
outbreak  of  the  Spanish-American  war,  when  he  enlisted  in  the  Fifty-first  Iowa 
Infantry,  as  a  member  of  Company  A.  With  that  command  he  wrent  to  the  1  hi  - 
ippines  and  served  until  the  2d  of  November,  1899,  when  he  was  mustered  out. 
having  met  the  usual  hardships  and  experiences  of  campaigning  in  the  tiopics. 
On  his  return  to  Des  Moines  he  entered  the  employ  of  the  Iowa  Telephone  C  om- 
pany  until  Colonel  Loper,  under  whom  he  had  served  in  the  Philippines,  was 
elected  sheriff,  and  Mr.  Ness  entered  his  office  in  the  capacity  of  deputy,  which 
position  he  filled  for  five  years.  His  experience  and  training  in  that  connection 
well  qualified  him  for  the  office  which  he  is  now'  filling,  and  to  which  he  was 
elected  in  1908.  He  is  an  active,  popular  and  trustworthy  official,  standing 

fearlessly  in  defense  of  law  and  order. 

On  the  30th  of  November,  1899,  Mr.  Ness  was  married  to  Miss  Ella  L  .  Mil¬ 
ler,  a  native  of  Washington,  D.  C.,  and  unto  them  has  been  born  a  son  Delmer 
N.,  born  November  6,  1901.  Mr.  Ness  is  prominent  in  masonic  circles,  belong¬ 
ing  to  Home  Lodge,  No.  370,  A.  F.  &  A.  M. ;  Antioch  Chapter,  No  no,  R.  A. 
M.;  Asylum  Temple,  No.  4,  K.  T. ;  and  Des  Moines  Consistory,  No.  2  N  1  . 
R.  S.  He  likewise  belongs  to  the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  ot  Elks, 
the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  other  societies,  and  is  a  prominent  and  valued  mem- 
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ber  of  the  Grant,  Hyperion,  Waveland  and  Grand  A  iew  Clubs.  His  social 
qualities  render  him  popular  in  these  organizations,  for  he  is  a  man  of  genial 
nature  and  cordial  disposition,  who  easily  wins  friends,  while  his  many  good 
qualities  enable  him  to  retain  the  high  regard  once  gained. 


NORMAN  DENSMORE. 

The  business  record  of  Norman  Densmore  is  such  as  any  man  might  be 
proud  to  possess,  for  he  has  never  made  engagements  that  he  has  not  kept  nor 
incurred  obligations  that  he  has  not  met.  He  enjoys  in  unusual  degree  the  con¬ 
fidence  and  respect  of  his  colleagues  and  contemporaries.  He  has  now  passed 
the  eighty-first  milestone  on  life’s  journey  yet  still  remains  an  active  factor  in 
the  world’s  work.  Old  age  need  not  necessarily  suggest  idleness  or  want  of 
occupation.  There  is  an  old  age  which  grows  stronger  and  brighter  as  the 
years  pass  and  gives  out  of  its  rich  stores  of  wisdom  and  experience  for  the 
benefit  of  others.  Such  is  the  record  of  Norman  Densmore,  who  in  1906  was 
elected  to  the  presidency  of  the  Iowa  Mutual  Tornado  Insurance  Association 
and  has  since  made  his  home  in  Des  Moines. 

He  was  born  in  the  state  of  New  York,  September  19,  1829.  His  father, 
Orrin  Densmore,  and  his  mother,  Elizabeth  (Fowler)  Densmore,  removed  with 
their  family  to  Wisconsin  in  1846  and  in  1856  became  residents  of  Minnesota, 
where  the  father  remained  until  his  death.  At  one  time  he  was  extensively  in¬ 
terested  in  the  lumber  industry  there  but  the  later  years  of  his  life  were  de¬ 
voted  to  educational  work,  during  which  period  he  served  as  assistant  state 
superintendent  of  public  instruction.  He  passed  away  in  1878,  and  his  wife 
died  in  Minnesota  in  1896. 

Norman  Densmore  began  his  education  in  the  public  schools  of  New  York 
and  continued  his  studies  in  Wisconsin,  after  which  he  engaged  in  farming  and. 
also  followed  the  profession  of  school  teaching  for  several  terms.  In  early  man¬ 
hood  he  was  likewise  engaged  on  the  construction  work  of  the  Chicago  &  North¬ 
western  Railroad  and  was  present  at  the  laying  of  the  first  rail  and  also  when  the 
last  rail  of  the  division  was  laid  at  Mason  City,  Iowa.  Industry  and  diligence 
have  ever  been  numbered  among  his  chief  characteristics  and  have  been  the  salient 
features  in  the  consecutive  progress  which  he  has  made.  In  1877  he  removed 
to  Cerro  Gordo  county,  Iowa,  where  to  took  up  the  occupation  of  farming  and 
was  thus  identified  with  agricultural  pursuits  until  1892,  when  he  retired  from 
active  work,  although  he  is  still  financially  interested  in  farming  and  is  the  owner 
of  large  landed  possessions.  His  integrity  as  well  as  his  diligence  in  business 
affairs  constituted  an  element  in  his  splendid  success.  Moreover,  it  has  been 
characteristic  of  Mr.  Densmore  that  he  has  carried  forward  to  successful  comple¬ 
tion  whatever  he  has  undertaken.  In  1892  he  entered  the  insurance  business  in 
Mason  City  and  found  this  also  a  profitable  field  of  labor.  He  bent  his  energies 
to  a  thorough  mastery  of  the  business,  familiarizing  himself  with  insurance  in 
every  department.  In  1906  he  came  to  Des  Moines  and  accepted  the  presi¬ 
dency  of  the  Iowa  Mutual  Tornado  Insurance  Association  and  is  now  the  chief 
executive  officer  of  a  corporation  which  has  made  for  itself  a  substantial  name 
and  place  in  the  insurance  circles  of  the  country. 

In  1853  Mr.  Densmore  was  married  to  Miss  Delia  Webster,  a  native  of 
New  York,  the  marriage  having  been  celebrated  in  Illinois.  They  now  have 
four  living  children :  Ray,  chief  clerk  with  the  American  Bridge  Company  of 
Chicago;  Mrs.  Elsie  Joyner,  of  St.  Paul;  Ora  A.,  a  practicing  physician  of  Ma¬ 
son  City,  Iowa;  and  C.  Webb,  a  lieutenant  in  the  United  States  navy.  A  son, 
Ellis,  died  in  Alabama  at  the  age  of  twenty-two  years  and  a  daughter,  Iva, 
passed  away  in  Wisconsin  at  the  age  of  five  years. 


NORMAN  DENSMORE 
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In  politics,  since  the  organization  of  the  party,  Mr.  Densmore  has  been  an 
active  republican  and  a  leader  in  the  party  ranks.  He  served  in  the  twentieth 
and  twenty-first  general  assemblies  of  Iowa  and  left  the  impress  of  his  individ¬ 
uality  upon  the  legislation  enacted  during  those  sessions.  He  is  usually  found 
where  the  intelligent  men  are  gathered  in  the  discussion  of  questions  of  vital  im¬ 
portance  to  the  public  and,  as  few  men  of  his  years  do,  keeps  in  close  touch 
with  the  questions  of  the  day  and  the  trend  of  modern  thought  and  progress. 
He  was  a  promoter  of  the  first  successful  cooperative  elevator  insurance  com¬ 
pany  in  Iowa,  being  the  founder  of  the  Rockwell  Farmers  Cooperative  Society 
and  the  principles  used  by  all  successful  organizations  of  that  kind.  When  coin- 
mission  men  in  the  great  grain  markets  of  Chicago  and  Iowa  shipping  points 
refused  to  handle  grain  shipped  to  them  by  cooperative  societies,  Mr.  Densmore 
called  together  the  cooperative  men  of  Iowa.  About  seventy  of  them  met  at 
Rockwell  and  formed  the  Iowa  Farmers  Cooperative  Grain  Dealers  Associa¬ 
tion,  now  numbering  twenty-five  hundred  members.  Now  every  commission 
merchant  in  the  country  is  only  too  glad  to  get  cooperative  grain.  At  the  last 
annual  meeting  of  the  association,  Mr.  Densmore  was  present  and  addressed 
the  meeting.  He  was  greeted  with  loud  applause  when  he  came  into  the  hall, 
for  the  farmers  appreciate  what  he  has  done  for  them. 


JAMES  B.  GREEN. 

The  name  of  Green  has  been  prominently  identified  with  Des  Moines  in  con¬ 
nection  with  the  foundry  business  for  fifty  years  or  more,  the  subject  of  this 
review  representing  the  second  generation  of  the  family  and  being  now  at  the 
head  of  one  of  the  leading  establishments  of  the  kind  in  the  city.  He  is  a  na¬ 
tive  of  Des  Moines,  born  November  io,  1867,  a  son  of  Samuel  and  Jennie  Green. 
The  father  came  to  Des  Moines  in  1857  and  is,  now  living  retired  after,  many 
years  of  activity,  in  the  course  of  which  he  acquired  an  honorable  reputation 
on  account  of  his  sterling  character  and  his  sound  business  ability. 

He  began  in  this  city  entirely  without  financial  resources,  turning  his  hand 
to  anything  he  could  find  to  do  in  order  to  provide  the  absolute  necessities  of 
life  and  he  is,  therefore,  truly  the  architect  of  his  own  fortune,  also  being  the 
first  foundryman  in  Des  Moines.  One  of  the  first  employments  which  he  found 
was  in  making  repairs  upon  the  old  Groat  House,  which  stood  on  Court  avenue, 
southwest  of  the  state  house.  It  was  one  of  the  fashionable  hostelries  of  the 
town  in  the  early  days  and  headquarters  of  the  state  officers  and  members  of  the 
legislature.  Later  he  secured  employment  as  foreman,  molder,  melter,  pattern¬ 
maker  and  general  utility  man  under  H.  M.  Hemmenway,  who  was  at  the  head 
of  a  small  foundry  on  East  Walnut  street  between  First  and  Second  streets. 

In  1859  Mr.  Green  put  together  the  first  reaper  that  was  seen  in  Polk  county, 
and  he  soon  gained  an  enviable  reputation  on  account  of  his  mechanical  ability. 
In  1867,  although  having  very  limited  resources,  he  decided  to  embark  in  busi¬ 
ness  upon  his  own  account  and  accordingly  leased  a  lot  at  the  corner  of  1  hiid 
and  Vine  streets,  where  he  built  a  foundry  at  an  expense  of  two  bundled  dol¬ 
lars.  After  the  first  blast  was  turned  out,  however,  the  books  showed  a  loss 
of  seven  hundred  dollars.  This  was  highly  discouraging  but,  encouiaged  b\  his 
wife,  he  took  hold  with  renewed  energy  and  by  industry,  economy  and  good 
judgment  he  soon  caused  a  turn  of  the  tide  and  it  became  necessary  to  move 
into  larger  quarters.  Accordingly  he  purchased  ground  on  Second  stieet,  oc¬ 
cupied  by  the  Dippert  harness  shop,  the  old  Frank  Allen  Bank  building  and 
also  a  structure  containing  the  law  office  of  Judge  Casady.  After  tearing  down 
these  buildings  he  erected  a  two-story  brick  structure,  later  developing  the  plant 
Voi.  n— 7 
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upon  an  extensive  scale  and  attracting  a  large  patronage.  After  taking  his  sons 
into  partnership  he  retired  in  1904  and  is  now  enjoying  a  well  earned  leisure. 

Politically  he  has  always  been  a  thoroughgoing  republican,  although  his 
father  and  his  brothers  were  radical  democrats.  He  has  never  sought  public 
office,  although  frequently  urged  to  assume  responsible  positions,  and  when  he 
entered  into  partnership  with  his  sons  he  exacted  a  pledge  that  no  member  of  the 
firm  should  be  connected  with  political  office,  a  pledge  that  has  been  rigidly 
observed.  He  has  been  greatly  interested  in  educational,  religious  and  tem¬ 
perance  movements  and  has  been  an  active  member  of  the  Good  Templars  and 
a  conscientious  supporter  of  the  cause  of  labor.  He  is  a  member  of  Capital 
Lodge,  No.  106,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  has  served  as  treasurer  of  that  organization, 
being  also  identified  with  the  Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen.  Religiously 
he  gives  his  adherence  to  the  Methodist  church. 

The  first  home  which  he  and  his  family  occupied  in  Des  Moines  was  a  build¬ 
ing  of  one  and  one-half  stories,  with  four  rooms,  on  the  river  front  opposite 
the  present  city  library.  The  shingles  and  sidings  of  this  house  were  of  black 
walnut,  Mr.  Green  paying  one  dollar  and  a  half  per  hundred  feet  for  the  lum¬ 
ber.  After  living  in  this  house  for  four  years  he  built  another  on  East  Second 
and  Locust  streets,  where  he  made  his  home  for  twelve  years,  removing  to  71 1 
East  Locust  street,  where  he  lived  for  sixteen  years,  and  thence  to  the  beautiful 
residence  at  Fourteenth  street  and  Capital  avenue,  which  he  now  occupies. 

James  B.  Green  gained  his  early  education  in  the  public  schools,  receiving 
his  business  training  under  his  father,  with  whose  plans  and  ideas  he  early 
became  imbued.  Since  the  retirement  of  his  father  Air.  Green  has  been  the 
owner  and  manager  of  the  Des  Moines  Stove  Repair  Company,  to  which  con¬ 
cern  he  has  devoted  his  attention  closely  and  with  highly  satisfactory  results. 
He  is  recognized  among  his  associates  as  a  clear-headed  business  man,  whose  ad¬ 
vice  it  is  safe  to  follow  and  whose  financial  success  is  the  certain  evidence  of  his 
ability. 

June  14,  1894,  Mr.  Green  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Fannie  Chase, 
a  daughter  of  Colonel  and  Mrs.  R.  L.  Chase,  of  Des  Moines,  and  they  are  the 
parents  of  three  children:  Samuel  C.,  who  was  born  May  25,  1895,  and  is  now 
a  student  in  the  high  school;  Frederick  R.,  born  May  23,  1897,  also  attending 
the  high  school,  and  Doris,  born  April  7,  1903.  Mr.  Green  is  socially  promi¬ 
nent  and  is  identified  with  the  New  Des  Moines,  Country,  Grant,  Commercial, 
and  Hyperion  Field  and  Motor  Clubs.  He  is  an  ardent  advocate  of  outdoor 
amusements  as  a  relaxation  from  the  cares  of  business  and  takes  special  interest 
in  motoring.  He  is  accounted  one  of  the  strong  factors  in  the  industrial  devel¬ 
opment  of  Des  Moines  and  is  justly  accorded  a  high  place  in  the  estimation  of 
the  best  citizens. 


FRANK  P.  FLYNN. 

The  name  of  Flynn  has  long  been  an  honored  one  in  Des  Moines  where  it 
has  been  recognized  for  many  years  as  a  synonym  for  development  and  ad¬ 
vancement  in  business  and  for  initiative  spirit  resulting  in  the  establishment  and 
control  of  important  business  and  financial  concerns.  Des  Moines  is  the  native 
city  of  Frank  P.  Flynn,  his  birth  having  here  occurred  on  the  22d  of  Novem¬ 
ber,  1873.  He  is  a  son  of  Martin  and  Ellen  (Keane)  Flynn,  the  former  a  splen¬ 
did  type  of  the  self-made  man  who,  believing  that  better  opportunities  could  be 
secured  in  America  than  in  his  native  Ireland,  came  to  the  new  world,  and 
although  empty-handed  at  the  time,  worked  his  way  steadily  upward  until  he 
reached  the  heights  of  prominence  and  affluence.  He  was  well  known  as  a 
railroad  contractor  and  builder  for  many  years,  was  the  pioneer  in  the  introduc- 
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tion  of  shorthorned  cattle  into  Iowa  and  in  time  dealt  extensively  in  farm  lands 
as  well  as  city  property.  He  also  became  a  factor  in  banking  circles  and  in 
manufacturing  enterprises  as  organizer  of  the  Des  Moines  Brick  Manufactur¬ 
ing  Company. 

In  his  business  career  Frank  P.  Flynn  has  proved  himself  a  worthy  successor 
of  his  father.  Not  forced  by  circumstances  to  take  the  initiative  as  his  father 
did,  he  has  nevertheless  given  evidence  of  power  and  force  in  business  man¬ 
agement  and  control.  His  education  was  acquired  in  St.  Ambrose  school  of 
Des  Moines  and  in  the  University  of  Notre  Dame  in  Indiana,  where  he  devoted 
three  years  to  the  scientific  course  and  was  graduated  with  the  commercial  class 
of  1889.  Soon  after  putting  aside  his  text-books  he  entered  the  Peoples  Sav¬ 
ings  Bank  on  the  1st  of  June,  1890,  in  the  humble  capacity  of  bank  collector, 
but  after  a  brief  period  his  ability  won  him  promotion  and  through  intermediate 
positions  he  has  progressed,  step  by  step,  to  the  position  of  vice  president, 
which  he  is  now  filling,  and  is  also  interested  with  his  brother  in  the  ownership 
of  an  extensive  sheep  ranch  in  Wyoming  and  other  business  enterprises. 

Mr.  Flynn  belongs  to  the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks  and  also 
holds  membership  with  the  Modern  Woodmen,  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  the 
Knights  of  Columbus.  He  belongs  to  the  Roman  Catholic  church  and  in  social 
relations  is  connected  with  the  Grant,  Golf  and  Country  and  Hyperion  Clubs. 
In  politics  he  is  a  progressive  republican.  His  only  official  service  has  been 
that  of  school  treasurer,  which  position  he  filled  for  one  term  of  two  years. 
He  is  an  excellent  example  of  the  wide-awake,  energetic  and  alert  young  busi¬ 
ness  man  of  the  present  day  and  he  is  proving  his  worth  in  the  control  and  man¬ 
agement  of  important  business  interests. 


GEORGE  B.  HIPPEE. 

Business  interests  are  constantly  becoming  more  complex,  and  in  this  age 
where  competition  is  rife  it  requires  the  keenest  discernment  and  most  clear¬ 
headed  judgment  to  successfully  manipulate,  develop  and  control  extensive  and 
important  business  concerns.  Adequate  to  the  demands  of  the  time  in  business 
affairs,  George  B.  Hippee  is  now  president  of  the  Des  Moines  City  Railway 
Company,  general  manager  of  the  Interurban  Railway  Company  and  also  an 
official  in  other  corporate  interests,  the  success  of  which  is  due  in  no  small  meas¬ 
ure  to  his  ready  solution  of  intricate  and  involved  business  problems.  He  had 
been  one  of  the  prime  factors  in  the  development  of  the  present  street  car  sys¬ 
tem  of  Des  Moines,  unsurpassed  in  a  city  of  this  size  anywhere  throughout  the 
country,  and  also  in  the  establishment  of  the  only  interurban  railway  system 
of  Polk  county.  Des  Moines  is  proud  of  his  record  as  that  of  one  of  her  native 
sons.  He  was  born  on  the  1st  of  January,  i860,  a  son  of  G.  M.  and  Eliza  (Page) 
Hippee,  who  are  mentioned  elsewhere  in  this  volume. 

At  the  usual  age  George  B.  Hippee  became  a  pupil  in  the  public  schools  and 
when  he  had  largely  mastered  the  courses  of  public  instruction  here  he  went  to 
Wooster,  Ohio,  to  become  a  student  in  the  university  of  that  city.  Through¬ 
out  much  of  his  life  he  has  been  identified  with  banking,  his  initial  business  ex¬ 
perience  coming  to  him  as  clerk  in  the  Valley  National  Bank  of  Des  Moines. 
In  1883  he  joined  with  Simon  Casady  in  the  conduct  of  the  Des  Moines  Bank, 
of  which  he  became  cashier,  and  later  he  was  cashier  of  the  Des  Moines  Savings 
Bank,  which  represented  the  consolidation  of  the  Des  Moines  Bank  and  the 
Union  Savings  Bank.  He  left  the  Des  Moines  Savings  Bank,  however,  in  1889, 
when  he  became  interested  in  the  Des  Moines  Street  Railroad  Company  as  gen¬ 
eral  manager,  in  which  connection  he  has  been  a  prime  mover  in  the  development 
of  the  street  railway  interests  of  Des  Moines  and  the  transformation  of  the  old 
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liorse-car  line  to  the  present  electric-equipped  modern  system.  He  has  studied 
the  question  of  urban  transportation  in  every  phase,  has  watched  what  has  been 
done  in  city  railway  building  and  equipment  elsewhere  and  has  been  quick  to 
suggest  the  adoption  of  any  feasible  plan  for  the  benefit  and  development  of  the 
system  in  Des  Moines.  He  continued  as  general  manager  until  January,  1908, 
when  he  was  elected  to  the  presidency  of  the  Des  Moines  City  Railway  Company. 
He  is  also  general  manager  of  the  Interurban  Railway  Company  which  with 
Des  Moines  as  a  radiating  center  is  extending  its  lines  in  every  direction,  bring¬ 
ing  surrounding  towns  and  cities  into  close  connection  with  the  capital.  This  is 
the  only  interurban  road  operated  in  Polk  county,  but  the  residents  of  this  part 
of  the  state  feel  no  need  for  another  as  the  work  of  the  Interurban  Railway  Com¬ 
pany  is  being  steadily  and  rapidly  pushed  forward,  lines  being  built  to  many 
cities  and  towns  fifty  or  more  miles  away.  Mr.  Hippee  is  also  secretary  and 
treasurer  of  the  Union  Improvement  Company  and  president  of  the  Union 
Securities  Company,  and  is  thus  operating  in  the  financial  and  real-estate  circles 
of  the  city. 

On  the  16th  of  March,  1887,  in  Des  Moines,  Mr.  Hippie  was  married  to  Miss 
Mildred  Polk,  a  daughter  of  Jefferson  S.  Polk,  of  whom  extended  mention  is 
made  on  another  page  of  this  volume.  Their  children  are :  George  Polk,  who 
married  Ruth  Easton  and  is  a  resident  of  Des  Moines ;  Herndon  Page ;  Mildred ; 
and  Mary. 

Mr.  Hippee  is  recognized  as  a  leader  in  the  ranks  of  the  republican  party  in 
Des  Moines,  his  stalwart  support  thereof  indicating  his  firm  belief  that  the  prin¬ 
ciples  of  the  party  will  best  conserve  the  welfare  of  state  and  nation.  He  be¬ 
longs  to  the  Masonic  fraternity  in  which  he  has  attained  the  Knight  Templar 
degree,  and  he  has  also  passed  through  all  the  chairs  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias 
lodge.  He  holds  membership  in  Grant  Club,  the  Hyperion  Field  Club  and  in  the 
Golf  and  Country  Club,  and  while  an  extremely  busy  man  yet  finds  time  for  those 
social  interests  which  are  factors  in  the  development  of  every  well  balanced  life. 
Forceful  and  resourceful,  he  has  long  wielded  a  wide  influence  in  business  circles 
and  his  successful  accomplishment  of  his  projects  has  been  an  element  in  the 
city’s  growth  and  improvement  as  well  as  in  his  individual  prosperity. 


MORTON  E.  WELDY. 

Of  the  younger  members  of  the  legal  profession  in  Des  Moines  probably 
none  are  better  known  than  Morton  E.  Weldy,  who  for  a  period  of  seven  years 
has  been  successfully  engaged  in  the  practice  of  law  in  this  city.  A  native  of 
Iowa,  his  birth  occurred  in  Oskaloosa  on  the  18th  of  March,  1878,  his  parents 
being  David  M.  and  Dora  C.  (Knapp)  Weldy.  The  father,  who  was  a  Civil 
war  veteran,  was  a  carpenter  by  trade  and  for  many  years  engaged  in  contract¬ 
ing  but  during  the  later  days  of  his  life  he  followed  agricultural  pursuits.  The 
maternal  ancestry  of  Mr.  Weldy  can  be  traced  back  to  the  Pilgrim  Fathers, 
some  of  the  Knapp  family  having  come  over  in  the  Mayflower. 

Reared  at  home,  the  preliminary  education  of  Morton  E.  Weldy  was  ac¬ 
quired  in  the  district  schools  but  after  completing  the  usual  course  he  entered  the 
high  school  at  New  Sharon,  Iowa,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1892.  The 
following  autumn  he  matriculated  at  the  Iowa  State  Normal  School  but  later 
entered  the  Iowa  State  University,  from  which  he  was  graduated  with  the  de¬ 
gree  of  B.  A.,  in  the  class  of  1899.  Subsequently  he  taught  English  and  Greek 
for  three  years,  but  having  decided  to  adopt  the  legal  profession  for  his  voca¬ 
tion  he  later  entered  the  Harvard  Law  School,  being  given  his  degree  in  1904. 
Immediately  following  his  admission  to  the  bar  Mr.  Weldy  came  to  Des  Moines, 
hecoming  a  junior  member  of  the  firm  of  Bowen  &  Brockett,  who  had  offices 
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in  the  Youngerman  block.  He  withdrew  from  this  partnership  at  the  expira¬ 
tion  of  three  years,  engaging  in  practice  by  himself.  From  1908  to  1910  he  was 
dean  of  the  law  department  of  Highland  Park  College,  a  rather  unusual  dis 

tinction  to  be  conferred  upon  a  man  of  his  years  and  expenence. 

On  the  1 6th  of  May,  1905,  Mr.  Weldy  married  Miss  Helen  Longswell,  a 
daughter  of  President  O.  H.  Longswell  of  Highland  Park  College,  and  unto 
them  have  been  born  two  children:  Margaret  A.  and  Morton  E.,  Jr.  They 
both  hold  membership  in  Plymouth  Congregational  church  and  are  enthusiastic 
workers  Formerly  Mr.  Weldy  was  a  deacon  in  the  church  and  is  now  the 
superintendent  of  the  Sunday  school,  while  his  wife  assists  in  the  work  of  the 
various  societies  and  the  Sunday  school.  She  is  also  identified  with  the .  Wom¬ 
en’s  Club  of  Des  Moines  as  well  as  the  North  Side  and  History  and  Literatuie 
Clubs.  Fraternally  Mr.  Weldy  affiliates  with  the  Young  Mens  Christian  Asso¬ 
ciation  the  Harvard  Club,  University  Club,  Hyperion  Field  and  Auto  Club, 
Ses  Moines  Law  Club,  Commercial  Club,  Ad  Men’s  Club  and the  Congrega¬ 
tional  Club  of  Des  Moines.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  State  and  Polk  Cou  y 
Bar  Associations.  In  addition  to  his  many  professional  and 1  social 1  duti ies  ^ 

Weldv  finds  time  to  contribute  to  the  columns  of  several  leg  J  > 

is  also  president  of  the  Huntwell  Publishing  Company. 

His  political  support  Mr.  Weldy  always  accords  the  republican  party  and 
that  he  stands  high  in  the  esteem  of  the  local  organization  is  attested  by  the 
fac  of  his  being  secretary  of  the  Polk  county  central  committee  Although 
lu  1  t-inri  nf  me  residence  in  Des  Moines  has  been  comparatively  brief,  it  has 
leveXless^  be  n  o  suffi  lent  length  to  convincingly  demonstrate  to  those  who 
rvetmeVcontact  with  him  that  he  is  a  man  of  high  principles,  trustworthy 
and  loyal  in  his  obligations  both  to  his  clients  and  the  public. 


WILLIAM  H.  MITCHELL. 

Few  residents  of  Polk  county  have  begun  life  under  more  favorable  condi- 
-ions  than  William  H.  Mitchell,  whose  name  introduces  this  sketcn,  and  few 
lave  more  highly  prospered.  He  is  now  the  owner  of  a  valuable  farm  m  Bloom¬ 
field  township  and  is  recognized  as  one  of  the  substantial  citizens  w  o  g  v 
strength  and  stability  to  the  community.  He  was  born  in  Des '  “®es  ““ 
Eowa  September  15?  1859,  a  son  of  Daniel  R„  and  Sarah  J.  (Miller)  Mitchell, 

record  of  which  appears  elsewhere  in  this  work.  M-f  .,.1. 

Educated  in  the  district  schools  of  Bloomfield  township,  William  H.  Mitche 
»rew  up  under  the  favorable  conditions  of  a  happy  home,  and. as  a  boy  evinced 
an  Interest  in  agricultural  pursuits  that  has  continued  with  him  during  all  the 
years  that  have  “elapsed.  He  continued  working  under  his  f^*erb  untl^ne  ^ 
twenty-five  years  of  age,  and  then  began  upon  his  own  account  by  rentm 
home Yf arm  of  six  hundred  and  forty  acres,  which  he  cultivated  with  a  good  y 
measure  of  success  for  four  years.  In  1888  he  bought  eighty  acres  of  h a 5  fatt  . 
which  he  improved  by  erecting  thereon  a  handsome  residence  a 
buildings,  and  developing  the  productiveness  of  the  land  by  proper  rota  ion  o 
crops  until  it  became  much  more  valuable  than  it  was  originally.  In  190 
sold  his  farm  to  his  brother,  John  C„  and  bought  eighty  acres  across  the  road 
from  his  former  place.  He  has  also  improved  this  property  and  has  acquired 
more  land,  being  at  the  present  time  the  owner  of  two  hundred  and  sixty  acres, 
which  under  his  skilful  management  is  becoming  one  of  the  most  valuable  posess 
sions  of  its  size  in  this  part  of  the  county.  He  carries  on  general  farming  and 
usually  keeps  about  fifty  head  of  cattle,  fifteen  head  of  horses  and  sixty  head 
of  hogs.  As  his  stock  is  all  of  good  grade  he  generally  receives  the  best  prices 
quoted  in  the  market  for  what  he  has  to  sell. 
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On  the  24th  of  February,  1885,  Mr.  Mitchell  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Minnie  Youtz,  daughter  of  Reuben  J.,  and  Harriett  (Miller)  Youtz,  record  of 
whom  appears  elsewhere  in  this  work.  Five  children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Mitchell,  namely:  Morton  L.,  who  attended  college  at  Indianola,  Iowa,  and 
is  now  twenty-two  years  of  age;  Daniel  R.,  now  twenty  years  of  age  and  living 
at. home;  Elmer  R.  and  Ella  R.,  twins,  who  are  eighteen  years  of  age  and  attend¬ 
ing  high  school  at  Indianola ;  and  William  Hoyt,  who  is  living  at  home  and  is 
ten  years  of  age. 

Mr.  Mitchell  and  his  family  are  stanch  believers  in  Christianity  and  are  affil¬ 
iated  with  the  Methodist  church.  Politically  he  has  given  his  support  to  the 
republican  party  ever  since  arriving  at  the  age  of  manhood.  He  has  never  sought 
the  emoluments  or  honors  of  public  office,  but  as  a  patriotic  citizen,  who  assists 
to  the  extent  of  his  ability  in  advancing  the  interests  of  his  township  and  county, 
he  has  served  as  member  of  the  school  board  and  also  for  ten  years  as  township 
trustee.  He  is  well  and  favorably  known  in  various  sections  of  the  county  as  a 
man  of  excellent  traits  of  character,  whose  life  has  won  for  him  the  respect 
of  all  with  whom  he  has  come  into  contact. 


JOHN  LLOYD  RENDALL. 

Among  the  practitioners  of  Christian  Science  in  Iowa  it  is  doubtful  if  any 
one  stands  higher  than  John  Lloyd  Rendall  who  for  nine  years  past  has  made 
his  home  in  Des  Moines.  He  is  a  native  of  Devonshire,  England,  born  April  29, 
1868,  a  son  of  James  and  Mary  (Lloyd)  Rendall.  The  father  was  a  commercial 
traveler  in  England,  representing  a  lace  firm  of  Nottingham,^  and  continued  in  the 
same  business  in  America.  He  arrived  in  Toronto,  Canada,  in  1881,  and  two 
years  later  he  located  in  Detroit,  Michigan.  He  is  now  deceased,  but  the  mother 
is  living  at  Great  Bend,  Kansas.  Our  subject’s  great-grandfather  on  the  maternal 
side,  Abijah  Jackson,  was  a  bridge  builder  in  Pennsylvania  and  built  the  first 
bridge  across  the  Susquehanna  river. 

John  L.  Rendall  was  thirteen  years  of  age  when  he  came  to  the  new  world 
and  he  received  his  early  education  in  the  public  schools  of  England  and  Canada. 
I11  1885  he  went  to  Kansas  City,  Missouri,  and  became  connected  with  the  mer¬ 
cantile  business,  making  a  specialty  of  rugs  and  draperies.  After  four  years 
he  removed  to  Denver,  Colorado,  and  continued  in  the  same  line  of  business, 
going  to  Salt  Lake  City  in  1893  as  manager  of  the  drapery  department  of  Walker 
Brothers,  a  large  department  store  of  that  city.  In  1895  he  came  to  Des  Moines 
and  took  charge  of  the  rug  and  drapery  department  of  Chase  &  West,  continu¬ 
ing  with  this  firm  for  eight  years. 

In  the  meantime,  however,  he  had  become  interested  in  the  study  of  Christian 
Science  and  made  such  advancement  that  he  was  elected  second  reader  of  the 
Christian  Science  church  in  Des  Moines,  and  subsequently  became  first  reader 
of  the  church,  continuing  as  reader  until  1902,  when  he  resigned.  He  was  ap¬ 
pointed  a  member  of  the  state  publication  committee  for  the  Christian  Science 
denomination  in  Iowa  in  1899,  m  which  position  he  is  now  serving.  In  1902  he 
was  called  to  the  Massachusetts  Metaphysical  College  at  Boston,  of  which  Mary 
Baker  Eddy  was  founder  and  president.  He  took  the  regular  normal  course 
at  the  college  and  was  graduated  with  the  degree  of  C.  S.  B.  His  work  on  the 
publication  committee  consists  in  answering  the  criticisms  against  Christian 
Science  and  in  writing  articles  on  the  subject  of  Christian  Science  for  publica¬ 
tion.  Fie  recently  prepared  an  article  for  the  Illustrated  Review  of  Chicago, 
giving  a  highly  interesting  account  of  the  history  and  development  of  Christian 
Science  in  Iowa.  This  is  the  most  comprehensive  article  upon  the  subject  that 
has  up  to  the  present  time  been  written. 
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In  1889  Mr.  Rendall  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  May  S.  Elder,  a  daugh¬ 
ter  of  David  L.  and  Mary  H.  (Jackson)  Elder.  The  father  served  in  an  Ohio 
regiment  for  three  years  in  the  Civil  war  and  is  now  living  in  Kansas  City.  The 
mother  is  deceased.  Four  children  have  blessed  the  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Rendall:  Edna  May,  John  Leonard,  Mary  Louise  and  Willard  James. 

Politically  Mr.  Rendall  is  a  supporter  of  the  republican  party.  He  is  a  prac¬ 
titioner  and  teacher  of  Christian  Science  in  Iowa.  A  man  of  irreproachable 
character,  pleasing  address  and  unwearying  activity,  he  is  eminently  qualified  for 
the  responsible  position  he  fills  and  it  is  hardly  necessary  to  say  that  the  circle  of 
his  influence  is  constantly  widening. 


RICHARD  M.  J.  COLEMAN. 

Among  the  well  known  residents  of  Des  Moines  must  be  numbered  Richard 
M.  J.  Coleman,  who  for  a  period  of  nearly  twenty  years  was  engaged  in  plaster 
contracting  in  Polk  county.  A  native  of  Pennsylvania,  although  of  English 
descent,  his  birth  occurred  in  Reading,  Berks  county  in  1848,  his  parents  being 
Henry  and  Emma  (Gieger)  Coleman.  The  family  removed  to  Ohio  in  1859, 
where  the  father,  who  was  a  plasterer,  continued  to  follow  his  trade. 

Being  reared  at  home,  Richard  M.  J.  Coleman  acquired  his  education  in  the 
public  schools  of  Pennsylvania  and  Ohio.  Upon  completing  his  education  he 
felt  he  had  sufficient  knowledge  to  enable  him  to  assume  the  heavier  responsibili¬ 
ties  of  life  and  he  went  to  work  for  his  father  in  order  to  learn  the  plasterer  s 
trade.  About  the  time  he  finished  his  apprenticeship,  being  no  longer  able  to 
suppress  his  patriotic  zeal,  he  enlisted  in  Company  K,  of  the  One  Hundred 
and  Thirteenth  Ohio  Infantry,  and  went  to  the  front,  joining  Sherman  at  Sa¬ 
vannah.  He  served  during  the  few  remaining  months  of  the  war,  after  which  he 
returned  to  Columbus,  being  mustered  out  at  Todd’s  Barracks.  From  there  he 
went  to  Springfield,  where  he  took  a  course  in  artistic  and  mechanical  drawing, 
in  order  to  better  equip  himself  for  the  work  of  ornamental  plastering.  After 
completing  this  he  located  at  Indianapolis,  Indiana,  where  he  remained  for  sev¬ 
eral  years  following  his  vocation.  He  was  employed  in  New  York,  Chicago, 
St.  Louis  and  several  other  large  cities  after  leaving  Indiana, .  during  which 
period  he  worked  on  some  of  the  finest  buildings  under  construction. 

Always  having  been  a  reader  of  the  Scientific  American,  through  the  columns 
of  which  he  learned  of  the  rapid  development  of  Iowa,  and  particularly  of  Des 
Moines,  he  decided  to  take  a  trip  through  the  Hawkeye  state.  Coming  to  the 
capital  city  during  the  latter  part  of  1881  he  was  so  well  pleased  with  it  that 
he  decided  to  remain.  He  was  given  charge  of  the  ornamental  plaster  work 
of  the  capitol  and  after  its  completion  he  engaged  in  business  for  himself.  He 
was  ever  a  capable  and  efficient  as  well  as  thoroughly  reliable  and  competent 
workman,  so  he  soon  had  all  the  work  he  could  do,  each  patron  usually  being  the 
means  of  bringing  another.  His  work  can  be  seen  in  many  of  the  leading  pub¬ 
lic  and  business  blocks  of  Des  Moines,  the  last  contract  he  executed  himself 
being  that  of  the  Equitable  building.  He  made  all  of  the  moulds  for  the  orna¬ 
mental  work  required  in  the  execution  of  that  contract  and  upon  their  com¬ 
pletion  placed  the  casts  in  position  himself. 

In  1872  Mr.  Coleman  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Hatty  A.  Baker  of 
Rushville,  Indiana.  Mr.  Coleman’s  fraternal  relations  are  confined  to  mem¬ 
bership  in  the  Masonic  order,  in  which  he  has  attained  high  rank.  In  1886 
he  was  elected  to  the  office  of  secretary  of  Home  Lodge,  No.  3 7°»  A*  F.  &  A*  M •  ■ 
which  position  he  still  retains.  He  was  also  high  priest  of  the  Chapter  for  foui 
vears  and  secretary  for  fourteen,  while  in  1895  was  elected  secretary  of  the 
Consistory,  which  office  he  continues  to  fill,  while  three  years  later  he  was  made 
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secretary  of  the  council,  continually  filling  this  latter  position  ever  since,  with  the 
exception  of  one  year  when  he  was  president.  Air.  Coleman  keeps  in  touch  with 
his  war  comrades  through  his  membership  in  the  G.  A.  R. 

In  matters  politic  Mr.  Coleman  gives  his  support  to  the  candidates  of  the 
democratic  party.  Not  aspiring  to  public  honors  or  the  emoluments  of  office, 
however,  he  never  takes  an  active  part  in  local  affairs  of  a  governmental  nature, 
but  meets  the  requirements  of  good  citizenship,  nevertheless,  by  casting  a  ballot 
on  election  day.  A  man  of  unobtrusive  manner  and  quiet  demeanor,  yet  pos¬ 
sessing  such  high  ideals,  upright  principles  and  sound  integrity  that  the  weight 
of  his  personality  is  ever  felt  in  the  advancement  of  every  movement  for  the 
betterment  of  humanity  whether  in  private  or  public  life,  he  is  a  citizen  who 
would  be  a  welcome  acquisition  to  any  community. 


SHELBY  A.  KINGMAN. 

The  spirit  of  enterprise  which  has  ever  been  the  dominant  factor  in  the  up¬ 
building  of  the  middle  west  was  manifest  in  the  life  and  work  of  Shelby  A. 
Kingman,  who  for  a  considerable  period  operated  in  real  estate  in  Des  Moines. 
Always  quick  in  recognizing  possibilities  and  taking  advantage  of  the  opportuni¬ 
ties  that  were  offered,  he  worked  his  way  upward  and  his  belief  in  the  city  and 
its  improvement  found  expression  in  his  operations  in  real  estate.  He  was  a 
native  of  Tazewell  county,  Illinois,  where  he  acquired  his  early  education,  which 
was  supplemented  by  study  in  Eureka  College.  He  was  reared  to  farm  life,  early 
becoming  familiar  with  the  duties  and  labors  that  fall  to  the  lot  of  the  agricul¬ 
turist.  In  early  manhood  he  not  only  followed  farming,  but  also  engaged  in 
teaching  school.  Desiring  a  business  career  of  a  more  strictly  commercial  nature, 
he  went  to  Peoria,  Illinois,  where  for  a  time  he  was  engaged  in  the  drug  busi¬ 
ness.  In  1872  he  came  to  Iowa,  where  he  turned  his  attention  to  the  lumber, 
grain  and  coal  trade,  which  he  followed  successfully  for  some  years,  or  until  his 
removal  to  Des  Moines  in  1890.  Becoming  interested  in  the  city  and  believing 
that  it  had  a  successful  future  before  it,  Mr.  Kingman  established  his  home  in 
Des  Moines  and,  in  connection  with  his  brother  Frank,  began  to  buy  and  sell 
real  estate.  They  owned  and  opened  up  the  Meyerly  addition  and  other  im¬ 
portant  tracts  here  and  became  very  active  and  successful  as  real-estate  agents 
and  operators.  They  thoroughly  informed  themselves  concerning  property 
values,  recognizing  the  possibility  of  increase  and  diminution  in  land  values,  and 
by  their  investments  on  their  own  behalf  proved  the  soundness  of  their  judgment 
in  their  chosen  field  of  business. 

In  Farmington,  Illinois,  March  17,  1872,  Mr.  Kingman  was  united  in  mar¬ 
riage  to  Miss  Mary  M.  Leeper,  a  native  of  Bloomington,  Illinois,  whose  people 
were  connected  with  farming  interests  in  McLean  and  Fulton  counties,  that 
state.  Two  children  have  been  born  unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kingman:  Mary  Maude; 
and  Shelby,  now  deceased.  The  daughter  was  married  October  22,  1902,  to  En¬ 
nis  K.  Eberhart,  a  native  of  Lyons,  Iowa,  and  they  have  one  son :  Ennis  King- 
man,  born  October  31,  1905. 

Mr.  Kingman  died  September  11,  1900,  while  on  his  way  home  from  Europe. 
His  loss  was  keenly  felt  in  the  church,  of  which  he  was  an  active  member,  in 
business  circles,  where  his  activity  was  leaving  a  deep  impress,  and  most  of  all 
in  his  home,  where  he  exemplified  the  traits  of  a  loving  and  devoted  husband 
and  father.  He  was  always  an  earnest  and  faithful  member  of  the  Methodist 
church,  and  while  living  in  Peoria  served  for  a  number  of  years  as  superintend¬ 
ent  of  the  Sunday  school  and  in  various  church  offices.  After  his  removal  to 
Des  Moines  he  did  not  accept  office  in  the  church,  but  always  remained  one  of 
its  active  members  and  generous  supporters.  He  was  likewise  greatly  inter- 
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ested  in  the  Young  Men’s  Christian  Association,  believing  that  there  should 
be  thrown  around  boys  and  young  men  such  influences  as  will  aid  them  to  de¬ 
velop  in  the  highest  degree  of  perfection  possible  the  physical,  mental  and  moral 
nature,  that  life  may  count  for  its  utmost.  He  was  ever  ready  to  speak  an  en¬ 
couraging  word,  and  his  greeting  was  most  cheery.  Hope  and  purpose  domi¬ 
nated  in  his  life,  and  in  his  church  work,  as  in  his  business,  he  realized  that  the 
accomplishment  of  one  task  should  serve  as  a  starting  point  toward  the  ac¬ 
complishment  of  others.  His  memory  is  cherished  by  those  who  knew  him,  for 
his  admirable  qualities  bound  him  to  those  with  whom  he  came  in  contact  by 
ties  of  strong  friendship. 


WILLIAM  OTIS  RIDDELL. 

Though  modestly  laying  no  claim  to  high  standing,  it  is  a  matter  of  general 
knowledge  that  in  the  National  Educational  Association  and  in  other  educational 
bodies,  William  Otis  Riddell  ranks  high,  and  is  accounted  one  of  the  progressive 
educators  of  the  country.  The  profession  in  Iowa  has  accorded  him  the  high¬ 
est  honor  within  its  gift,  electing  him  president  of  the  State  Teachers  Associa¬ 
tion.  Since  1904  he  has  occupied  the  position  of  superintendent  of  schools  of 
Des  Moines  and  all  conversant  with  the  history  of  public  instruction  would 
recognize  the  fact  that  substantial  advance  has  been  made  by  the  schools  dur¬ 
ing  his  administration. 

Mr  Riddell  was  born  February  7,  1858,  at  Postville,  Allamakee  county, 
Iowa,  a  son  of  William  Bell  and  Anna  Mary  (Provines)  Riddell.  The  father 
was  born  on  the  Western  Reserve  in  Ohio,  in  1824,  and  in  1845  removed  to 
Bluffton,  Indiana.  He  was  married  in  1850  and  the  same  year  went  to  Alla¬ 
makee  county,  Iowa,  where  he  resided  until  1859,  when  he  removed  to  Harri¬ 
son  county,  Iowa,  of  which  he  remained  a  resident  for  forty-seven  years,  his 
death  occurring  at  Logan,  in  September,  1906.  His  wife  was  boin  in  Columbiana 
county,  Ohio,  in  1832,  and  became  a  resident  of  .Warren,  Indiana,  about  1844, 
there  remaining  until  she  gave  her  hand  in  marriage  to  William  B.  Riddell  in 
1850.  They  were  pioneer  settlers  of  western  Iowa,  meeting  the  usual  experi¬ 
ences  of  life  on  the  frontier,  and  for  eleven  years  there  was  no  house  within 

three  miles  of  their  home. 

William  O.  Riddell  attended  the  rural  schools  of  Harrison  county,  Iowa, 
and  the  high  school  of  Missouri  Valley,  but  still  his  thirst  for  knowledge  was 
not  satisfied  and  he  became  a  student  in  the  University  of  Nebraska,  where  he 
spent  three  years.  He  was  afterward  for  one  year  in  Knox  College  at  Gales¬ 
burg,  Illinois,  and  spent  a  part  of  a  year  at  Purdue  University.  He  won  the 
degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts  and  Master  of  Arts  from  Bellevue  College  and  for 
a  year  studied  abroad.  His  entire  life  has  been  spent  in  school  work.  After 
teaching  in  the  rural  schools  in  Harrison  county,  Iowa,  foi  a  time,  he.  be¬ 
came  superintendent  of  Schools  at  Andrews,  Indiana,  and  later  was  appointee 
principal  of  the  high  school  at  Missouri  Valley,  Iowa.  He  seived  successive  y 
as  principal  of  the  schools  at  Magnolia,  Iowa,  Woodbine  (Iowa)  Normal 
school  and  the  West  high  school  of  Des  Moines,  and  m  1904  was  chosen 
superintendent  of  schools  in  the  capital  city.  The  steps  of  an.oideily  piogies- 
sion  in  his  career  are  easily  discernible.  The  gradual  unfolding  and  develop¬ 
ment  of  his  talents  and  powers  have  brought  him  to  a  prominent  and  ci  editable 
position  in  the  ranks  of  the  profession  which  he  has  chosen  as  a  life  woik.  His 
labors  have  not  been  confined  to  the  particular  school  with  which  he  has  been 
associated,  for  his  influence  has  gone  out  as  a  factor  in  that  steady  progiess 
which  has  given  Iowa  first  rank  among  the  states  in  connection  with  the  system 
of  public  education. 
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On  the  30th  of  July,  1885,  in  Osceola,  Nebraska,  Mr.  Riddell  wedded  Marie 
Waldt,  daughter  of  Franz  and  Wilhelmina  Waldt.  She  was  born  in  Hamburg, 
Germany,  April  11,  1863,  and  was  a  teacher  of  German  in  Drake  University 
from  1898  until  1904.  She  is  a  lady  of  rare  gifts  and  attainments  and  is  now 
teaching  a  large  adult  class  in  German,  giving  the  proceeds  of  her  teaching  to 
the  Women’s  Club  of  Des  Moines,  of  which  association  she  is  one  of  the  most 
influential  members  and  of  which  she  is  now  serving  as  president.* 

Mr.  Riddell  has  been  a  republican  since  old  enough  to  read  the  history  of 
the  United  States.  He  was  a  candidate  of  the  party  for  representative  in  Har¬ 
rison  county  in  1889  but  was  defeated  in  the  democratic  wave  that  made  Horace 
Boies  governor  of  Iowa.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Prairie,  Grant.  Schoolmasters, 
Principals  and  Commercial  Clubs,  the  National  Teachers  Association  and  the 
State  Teachers  Association.  The  intellectual  heights  to  which  he  has  attained 
give  him  a  broad  outlook  and  an  extended  view  and  he  finds  his  most  congenial 
companionship  in  those  circles  where  problems  of  the  day  and  questions  of 
significant  and  vital  importance  are  intelligently  discussed.  At  the  same  time 
he  is  a  most  genial  and  approachable  gentleman  who  has  the  happy  faculty  of 
making  the  most  humble  as  well  as  the  highest  at  ease  in  his  presence. 


JEPTHA  DUDLEY  WHISENAND. 

The  position  which  Jeptha  Dudley  Whisenand  occupies  in  connention  with 
financial  circles  is  an  enviable  one  not  only  by  reason  of  the  success  he  has 
achieved  but  also  owing  to  the  straight-forward  and  honorable  business  policy 
he  has  ever  followed.  Readily  recognizing  favorable  opportunity,  he  has  ex¬ 
tended  the  scope  of  his  activities  and  is  now  connected  with  banking  and  finan¬ 
cial  interests  in  several  sections  of  the  state  outside  of  Des  Moines,  while  in 
the  capital  city  he  is  widely  known  as  the  organizer  and  promoter  of  the  Central 
State  Bank,  of  which  he  is  now  vice  president,  and  as  president  of  the  Central 
Trust  Company. 

Mr.  Whisenand  has  been  a  resident  of  Iowa  since  April,  1879,  and  the  spirit 
of  enterprise  which  has  ever  characterized  this  section  of  the  country  finds  ex¬ 
pression  in  his  life  work.  He  was  born  in  Monroe  county,  Indiana,  February  9, 
1855,  his  parents  being  John  Marion  and  Emily  (Grimes)  Whisenand,  who  were 
natives  of  the  Hoosier  state.  On  coming  to  Iowa  they  settled  on  a  farm  near 
Chariton.  The  father  is  of  German  lineage  and  the  mother  of  Irish  descent. 
The  former  is  still  living  having  reached  the  age  of  seventy-nine  years  and  the 
latter  died  April  18,  1911,  at  the  age  of  eighty-four.  They  would  have  reached 
the  sixtieth  anniversary  of  their  marriage  on  February  11,  1912.  Their  family 
numbers  four  children;  Katherine,  the  wife  of  I.  H.  Van  Hook,  who  with  her 
husband  makes  her  home  with  her  father  in  Chariton ;  Jeptha  Dudley,  of  this  re¬ 
view ;  James  S.,  a  farmer  of  Harvard,  Nebraska;  and  Thomas  Irvin,  engaged  in 
real-estate  business  in  Afictoria,  Texas. 

In  the  schools  of  Monroe  county,  Indiana,  Jeptha  D.  Whisenand  pursued  his 
early  education  and  afterward  attended  the  Indiana  State  University,  from  which 
he  was  graduated  with  the  class  of  1878.  He  made  his  entrance  into  business 
life  as  a  school  teacher,  following  that  profession  in  Marion  county,  Indiana,  for 
a  period  of  five  months.  Subsequently  he  removed  to  Chariton,  Iowa,  and  read 
law  in  the  office  and  under  the  direction  of  Colonel  O.  A.  Bartholomew.  He 
thoroughly  mastered  many  of  the  principles  of  jurisprudence  and  was  admitted 
to  practice  law  in  the  courts  of  Lucas  county,  also  in  the  state  supreme  court, 
and  in  the  federal  courts  about  1880.  He  engaged  actively  in  the  practice  of 
his  profession  in  Chariton  until  November,  1881,  when  he  came  to  Des  Moines 
and  opened  a  law  office.  Here  he  followed  his  profession  until  January,  1892, 
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and  during  that  period  enjoyed  a  large  and  distinctively  representative  clientage. 
He  turned  his  attention  to  the  banking  business,  organizing  the  Central  State 
Bank  which  opened  its  doors  on  the  ist  of  May,  1895,  with  a  capital  stock  of 
fifty  thousand  dollars.  The  success  of  the  institution  is  indicated  by  the  fact 
that  it  is  now  capitalized  for  two  hundred  thousand  dollars  and  has  a  large  sur¬ 
plus  while  annually  it  has  paid  good  dividends.  Mr.  Whisenand  is  the  vice 
president  of  this  bank  and  is  also  the  president  of  the  Central  Trust  Company  o 
Des  Moines,  his  experience  in  banking  giving  him  confidence  in  his  ability  to 
successfully  manage  financial  interests.  He  has  extended  his  efforts  in  t  at 
field  and  is  now  president  of  the  First  National  Bank  of  Prairie  City,  Iowa,  and 

president  of  the  Minburn  (Iowa)  Savings  Bank.  _  , 

Mr  Whisenand  is  also  well  known  in  political  circles  although  he  has  never 
held  nor  desired  office.  He  has  ever  been  much  interested  in  politics-,  has  been 
a  stalwart  champion  of  the  republican  party  since  attaining  his  majority  and 
became  one  of  the  charter  members  of  the  Grant  Club.  His  labors  m  behalf  of 
the  principles  which  he  supports  have  been  far-reaching  and  beneficial.  He  was 
a  member  and  vice  chairmen  of  the  Iowa  state  central  committee  from  1901  until 
iom  and  his  plans  for  the  development  of  party  strength  have  ever  been  of  a 
most  practical  character.  Socially  he  is  connected  with  the  Golf  and  Country 
Club  of  Des  Moines  and  is  also  a  charter  member  of  the  Bankers  Club  of  this 

CltyQn  the  1 8th  of  April,  1893,  Mr.  Whisenand  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Emma  Wellslager,  a  daughter  of  R.  T.  and  Anna  (Beekman)  Wellslagei  and  a 
native  of  Des  Moines.  Her  parents,  however,  were  of  Holland  and  German 
origin  and  her  grandfather  was  one  of  the  first  merchants  m  Des  Moines.  Mrs 
Whisenand  belongs  to  the  Plymouth  Congregational  church.  Mr.  Whisenand 
was  reared  in  the  Presbyterian  faith  and  belongs  to  Central  Presbyterian  chui  c  i 
of  Des  Moines,  of  which  he  has  been  trustee  for  a  number  of  years.  Fraternally 
he  is  connected  with  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  is  well  known  today  as  a  repre¬ 
sentative  of  financial  interests,  having  made  steady  progress  in  a  business  career 
that  was  characterized  by  successful  work  at  the  bar  before  he  entered  the  e 
of  financial  activity.  While  his  business  career  has  none  of  the  spectacular  feat¬ 
ures  of  the  military  or  political  leader,  it  is  not  less  important  nor  none  the  less 
successful  in  the  results  achieved. 


JASPER  H.  FULLER. 

jasper  H.  Fuller,  a  retired  agriculturist  residing  on  Fourteenth  _  street  and 
Hull  avenue,  Des  Moines,  was  successfully  identified  with  farming  interests  m 
Lee  township  throughout  his  active  business  career.  His  biith  occurred  m  Jef¬ 
ferson  county,  New  York,  on  the  24th  of  September,  1842,  his  parents  being 
Beniamin  and  Sylvia  Fuller,  who  were  likewise  natives  of  the  Empire  state. 
His  paternal  grandfather  participated  in  the  war  of  1812  and  also  took  part 
in  several  Indian  wars  of  that  time.  The  parents  of  our  subject  came  to  Polk 
county,  Iowa,  in  1854,  Benjamin  Fuller  entering  eighty  acres  of  land  in  Lee 
township.  Jasper  H.  Fuller  was  one  of  a  family  of  four  children.  George,  the 
first  in  order  of  birth,  is  now  a  resident  of  East  Des  Moines.  Cornelia  is  the 
deceased  wife  of  Albert  Nims,  who  lives  in  West  Des  Moines  and  who  seived  in 
the  Civil  war  as  a  member  of  Company  D,  Second  Iowa  \  olunteer  Intantiv. 

Sarah  is  the  deceased  wife  of  IT.  A  Titus.  ^  .  .  , 

Jasper  H.  Fuller,  who  was  a  youth  of  twelve  when  he  came  to  this  countv 

with  his  parents,  attended  the  common  schools  in  the  acquirement  of  an  educa¬ 
tion  General  agricultural  pursuits  claimed  his  time  and  energies  throughout 
his  entire  business  career  and  yielded  him  a  gratifying  annual  income.  W  hen 
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he  had  accumulated  a  handsome  competence  he  put  aside  the  active  work  of  the 
fields  and  for  the  past  three  years  has  lived  in  honorable  retirement  at  the 
corner  of  Fourteenth  street  and  Hull  avenue,  Des  Moines,  where  he  owns  three 
lots.  He  also  has  a  tract  of  forty  acres  of  land  in  Lee  township  and  is  num¬ 
bered  among  the  substantial  and  respected  citizens  of  the  community. 

On  the  23d  of  July,  1874,  Mr.  Fuller  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Eva 
M.  Wagner,  a  daughter  of  Charles  and  Mary  Catherine  Wagner,  who  are  na¬ 
tives  of  New  York  and  came  to  Polk  county  in  1871.  LMto  them  were  born 
seven  children,  namely :  William,  who  wedded  Miss  Ella  Howell ;  Floy  Belle, 
who  married  Walter  Marsh;  Frank;  Dana,  who  wedded  Rea  Norris;  Walter,  who 
is  deceased;  Mrs.  Fuller;  and  Mabel,  who  gave  her  hand  in  marriage  to  Robert 
Shank.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fuller  also  had  seven  children,  as  follows :  Mary,  who 
is  now  the  wife  of  Wiley  Pitman;  Sylvia,  the  wife  of  John  Smith,  a  plumber 
of  West  Des  Moines;  Lucia,  who  wedded  Adolph  Storm,  of  Des  Moines: 
Katherine,  who  is  the  wife  of  John  Ross  and  resides  in  Des  Moines ;  Rose,  still 
at  home ;  Charles  J. ;  and  Florence,  who  has  passed  away. 

In  politics  Mr.  Fuller  is  a  republican,  while  his  religious  faith  is  indicated 
by  his  membership  in  the  First  Baptist  church.  He  has  been  a  resident  of  Polk 
county  for  fifty-seven  years  and  is  well  known  to  many  of  its  citizens  as  a  man 
of  sterling  worth  and  commendable  characteristics. 


GEORGE  W.  BRUSH. 

Des  Moines  has  a  worthy  representative  of  its  business  interests  in  George 
W.  Brush,  who  today  is  at  the  head  of  the  largest  manufacturing  establishment 
for  pharmical  and  physician’s  supplies  in  this  city.  He  is  one  of  Iowa’s  native 
sons,  his  birth  having  occurred  in  Toledo,  on  the  23d  of  August,  1858.  His 
father,  Peter  Brush,  was  born  in  Connecticut  and  was  engaged  in  business  as  a 
general  merchant,  first  in  his  native  state  and  later  in  Ohio.  In  1855  came  to 
Iowa  and  for  three  years  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits,  but  at  the  end  of  that 
time  located  in  Toledo,  where  he  again  conducted  a  general  store,  continuing  to 
engage  in  mercantile  pursuits  up  to  the  time  of  his  death.  He  became  widely 
and  favorably  known  in  this  state  and  died  at  Sioux  Center,  in  January,  1903, 
honored  and  respected  by  all  who  knew  him.  In  early  manhood  he  married  Miss 
Martha  A.  Free,  who  was  born  in  Washington,  D.  C.,  where  her  parents  resided 
for  a  number  of  years,  her  father,  G.  W.  Free,  being  a  well  known  merchant 
tailor  of  the  capital  city  and  numbering  among  his  patrons  some  of  the  most 
prominent  congressmen  and  senators  of  his  time. 

In  his  native  city  George  W.  Brush  grew  to  manhood  and  acquired  his  prac¬ 
tical  education  in  the  high  school.  Laten  he  turned  his  attention  to  pharmacy 
and  opened  a  drug  store  of  his  own,  which  he  conducted  for  some  years. 
Throughout  his  business  career  he  has  always  been  connected  with  that  line  of 
business  and  has  steadily  prospered  until  he  is  now  one  of  the  managers  of  the 
largest  manufactory  of  pharmical  and  physician’s  supplies  in  Des  Moines.  He 
has  made  his  home  in  this  city  since  1907  and  is  today  regarded  as  one  of  its 
leading  business  men. 

On  the  20th  of  April,  1885,  in  Cedar  Rapids,  Mr.  Brush  was  united  in  mar¬ 
riage  to  Miss  A.  M.  Bently,  a  daughter  of  C.  B.  Bentlv,  of  Tama,  Iowa,  where 
the  family  is  well  known  and  highly  respected.  One  child  blessed  this  union, 
George  Byron,  who  was  born  August  23,  1889. 

Fraternally  Mr.  Brush  is  an  honored  Mason,  belonging  to  Capital  Lodge,  No. 
no,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  Corinthian  Chapter,  No.  14,  R.  A.  M.  He  is  also  con¬ 
nected  with  the  Knights  of  the  Maccabees  and  in  politics  is  identified  with  the 
democratic  party.  He  is  a  man  of  high  intelligence  and  has  always  conducted 
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•his  affairs  on  strictly  business  lines,  his  success  in  life  being  due  entirely  to  this 
fact.  He  is  a  man  of  good  executive  ability  and  sound  judgment  and  usually 
carries  forward  to  successful  completion  whatever  he  undertakes.  He  is  an  ar¬ 
dent  lover  of  athletic  pursuits  and  enjoys  nothing  better  than  a  good  game  of 

baseball. 


CHARLES  A.  RAWSON. 

In  all  the  life  record  of  Charles  A.  Rawson  there  is  no  esoteric  phase,  and 
while  his  father  was  a  prosperous  man  he  also  realized  the  value  of  thorough 
training  for  the  son,  and  it  has  been  through  the  development  of  his  own  inherent 
powers  and  talents  and  the  wise  use  of  his  opportunities  that  he  has  attained  the 
creditable  and  enviable  position  which  he  occupies  in  business  circles  as  the 
president  and  manager  of  the  Iowa  Pipe  &  Tile  Company. 

Mr  Rawson  was  born  in  Des  Moines,  May  27,  1869.  His  father,  A.  1. 
Rawson,  a  native  of  Vermont,  came  to  this  city  in  1855  and  entered  commercial 
circles  here  as  a  general  merchant,  111  which  business  he  continued  foi  some 
time,  but  afterward  became  interested  in  coal  mines  and  operated  extensivel\ 
along  that  line,  his  capable  management  and  wise  investment  bringing  him,  in 
the  course  of  years,  considerable  wealth.  In  time  he  retired  from  business,  but 
could  not  content  himself  in  idleness,  and  in  1881  emerged  from  his  retirement 
and  with  a  number  of  others  organized  the  Iowa  Pipe  &  Tile  Company,  of  which 
he  was  manager  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1895,  when  he  was  seventy- 
two  years  of  age.  He  was  a  man  of  high  chaiacter,  much  respected  by  his 
contemporaries,  colleagues  and  all  who  knew  him.  He  was  no  seeker  after  pub¬ 
lic  office  but  was  a  stalwart  republican  in  his  political  views.  He  ever  sought 
the  best  interests  of  the  community  in  which  he  lived  and  cooperated  in  various 
movements  for  its  welfare  and  upbuilding.  His  life  record  is  a  notable  example 
of  what  may  be  accomplished  when  one  has  the  will  to  dare  and  to  do,  when 
determination  accompanies  effort  and  when  intelligence  directs  both.  His  wife 
who  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Mary  Scott,  was  also  a  native  of  the  Gieen  Moun¬ 
tain  state,  where  they  were  married.  They  reared  a  family  of  four  sons  and  a 
daughter,  namely:  Mary;  Charles  A.;  Joseph  Scott,  now  a  lesident  of  Philadel¬ 
phia  ;  and  H.  A.  and  H.  D.,  who  are  residents  of  Des  Moines. 

In  the  schools  of  the  capital  city  Charles  A.  Rawson  pursued  his  education 
until  graduated  from  the  West  high  school,  after  which  he  entered  Grinned  Col¬ 
lege,  therein  completing  his  course.  Subsequently  he  became  connected  with 
the  Iowa  Pipe  &  Tile  Company  and  although  his  father  was  manager,  parental 
authority  was  not  exercised  to  secure  him  an  easy  berth.  He  began  at  the 
bottom,  working  in  the  factory  and  was  advanced  as  he  displayed  ability  to  ac¬ 
complish  the  tasks  assigned  him.  Gradually,  however,  he  worked  his  way  up¬ 
ward  and  at  his  father’s  death  became  manager,  while  afterward  he  was  chosen 
president  as  well  as  manager,  and  now  fills  the  dual  position.  I  he  business 
has  grown  to  extensive  proportions  and  is  now  one  of  the  leading  industrial  and 
productive  enterprises  of  Des  Moines.  Mr.  Rawson  has  given  evidence  of  his 
business  ability  in  enlarging  the  business  and  extending  its  scope  and  is  today 
active  in  control  of  an  enterprise  that  is  of  value  to  the  community  as  well  as 
to  the  individual  stockholders,  inasmuch  as  it  furnishes  employment  to  many. 
He  is  vice  president  and  treasurer  of  the  Des  Moines  Brick  &  file  Company,  a 
director  of  the  Des  Moines  National  Bank  and  the  Mechanics  Saving  Bank, 
and  also  of  the  Des  Moines  Coliseum  and  the  Auditorium  Company. 

In  1900  occurred  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Rawson  and  Miss  Caiiie  Hubbaid,  a 
daughter  of  Dr.  Hubbard,  of  Des  Moines.  Mrs.  Rawson  is  a  member  of  the 
local  and  national  boards  of  the  Young  Women  s  Christian  Association  and  is 
also  a  member  of  the  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution  and  the  Proteus 
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Club.  The  family  attend  the  Plymouth  Congregational  church  and  are  very 
prominent  socially.  Their  city  residence  is  at  723  West  Fourth  street,  which  is 
the  old  homestead  where  Mr.  Rawson  was  born. 

Politically  he  is  identified  with  the  republican  party  and  socially  is  connected 
with  the  Des  Moines,  Grant,  Commercial,  Hyperion,  Golf  and  Country  Clubs, 
serving  on  the  board  of  directors  of  several  of  these;  is  a  member  of  the  Greater 
Des  Moines  Committee,  and  president  of  the  Roadside  Settlement  House.  Being 
very  fond  of  all  branches  of  outdoor  sports,  he  has  served  for  many  years  on 
the"  Games  Committee  of  the  Iowa  Colleges,  having  charge  of  college  athletics 
and  he  is  also  a  trustee  of  Grinnell  College.  The  social  side  of  his  nature  is 
well  developed  and  he  is  a  man  of  cordial  spirit  and  genial  disposition.  Free 
from  ostentation  and  display  he  has  the  faculty  of  placing  others  at  ease  in  his 
presence,  and  among  his  employes  from  the  humblest  to  the  highest  he  is  held 
in  high  respect. 


GEORGE  FARNAM  HENRY. 

George  Farnam  Henry,  who  early  in  his  professional  career  established  a  rep¬ 
utation  for  ability  and  trustworthiness  so  that  he  has  long  occupied  high  rank 
among  the  lawyers  of  Des  Moines,  was  born  in  Chicago,  Illinois,  August  27, 
1854.  John  E.  Henry,  his  father,  was  a  civil  engineer  by  profession  and  was 
connected  with  the  construction  and  early  operation  of  what  is  now  the  Rock 
Island  Railroad  through  Illinois  and  Iowa.  He  married  Anna  Mitchell  Howard, 
a  representative  of  the  Howard  family  of  Connecticut  and  New  York,  the  an¬ 
cestral  line  being  traced  back  to  the  period  of  early  colonial  history. 

An  alumnus  of  Griswold  College  at  Davenport,  George  F.  Henry  won  his 
Bachelor  of  Arts  degree  upon  graduation  with  the  class  of  1873,  and  since  he 
has  become  well  established  in  his  profession  his  alma  mater  has  conferred  upon 
him  the  LL.  D.  degree.  His  preparation  for  the  practice  of  law  was  made  in  the 
State  University  of  Iowa,  from  which  he  was  graduated  with  the  LL.  B.  degree 
in  1876.  He  has  since  practiced  as  advocate  and  counselor,  and  for  a  quarter  of  a 
century  he  has  occupied  the  position  of  master  in  chancery  of  the  United  States 
circuit  court  for  the  southern  district  of  Iowa,  this  appointment  coming  to  him 
in  1886.  Moreover,  he  is  a  stockholder  in  some  of  the  strongest  and  most  im¬ 
portant  corporations  and  business  enterprises  of  Des  Moines.  He  has  an  ex¬ 
tensive  practice  and  is  counsel  in  the  handling  of  many  large  interests,  for  early 
in  his  connection  with  the  bar  he  became  recognized  as  a  lawyer  of  ability  in 
whom  all  confidence  and  trust  could  be  placed. 

As  master  in  chancery  of  the  United  States  circuit  court  in  1910  the  question 
of  the  value  of  the  property  of  the  Des  Moines  Water  Company  was  submitted 
to  him  and  occupied  his  attention  for  many  days.  A  voluminous  report  was  pre¬ 
pared  by  him  finding  that  a  regulation  ordinance  adopted  by  the  city  was  con¬ 
fiscatory  in  its  rates  and  therefore  void.  In  non-professional  as  well  as  profes¬ 
sional  capacities  his  activities  have  covered  a  wide  field  and  have  been  of  im¬ 
portant  service  to  the  public.  He  served  as  a  member  of  the  school  board  about 
1892  and  was  a  member  of  the  city  library  board  from  1900  until  1908. 

Mr.  Henry  has  always  given  his  political  allegiance  to  the  republican  party 
and  in  its  ranks  his  influence  has  been  of  no  restricted  order.  He  became  one 
of  the  charter  members  of  Grant  Club  and  is  now  its  president,  having  been  re¬ 
elected  year  after  year  by  unanimous  vote  for  a  long  period.  He  belongs  to  the 
Golf  and  Country  Club,  the  Commercial  Club  and  is  a  member  of  the  Prairie 
Club.  He  also  belongs  to  the  Protestant  Episcopal  church,  is  now  and  for  many 
years  has  been  chancellor  of  the  diocese  of  Iowa,  and  for  thirty-two  years  has 
been  a  vestryman  of  St.  Paul’s  parish. 
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On  the  20th  of  November,  1879,  Mr.  Henry  was  married  to  Miss  Rose  Cas- 
ady,  a  daughter  of  Judge  P.  M.  Casady,  a  Des  Moines  pioneer.  Following  her 
demise  he  wedded,  on  the  8th  of  May,  1895,  Miss  Nellie  Stark,  a  daughter  of 
Jacob  Stark  of  Des  Moines.  Mrs.  Henry  was  a  student  M  Wellesley  College, 
a  lady  of  rare  attainments  in  scholarship.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Henry  are  prominent 
and  valued  members  of  those  social  circles  in  which  true  worth  and  intelligence 
are  received  as  passports.  He  has  ever  held  to  high  ideals  in  his  profession,  in 
citizenship  and  in  individual  relations,  and  his  influence  has  been  an  element  in 
the  constant  progress  and  advancement  of  the  organizations  and  movements  with 
which  he  has  long  been  connected.  His  fellow  townsmen  of  Des  Moines  bear 
testimony  to  the  fact  that  he  stands  as  man  among  men. 


FRANK  L.  BAILEY. 

A  prosperous  farmer  and  stock-raiser  of  Bloomfield  township  Frank  L. 
Bailey  has  a  business  record  of  which  any  man  might  well  be  proud.  He  is  a 
native  of  Wisconsin  and  was  born  in  October,  i860,  a  son  of  Daniel  C.  and 

Susan  (Dale)  Bailey,  the  former  born  in  Canada  and  the  latter  in  the  state  of 

Vermont  The  father  came  to  Wisconsin  in  1855  and  purchased  forty  acres  of 
land,  also  renting  more  land,  all  of  which  he  cultivated  until  1872,  when  he  sold 
out  and  joined  in  the  movement  westward.  In  Nebraska  he  took  up  a  homestead 
and  timber  claim  under  the  United  States  government  laws,  embracing  altogether 
three  hundred  and  twenty  acres,  which  he  proceeded  to  improve  by  erecting  a 
comfortable  house,  substantial  barns  and  outbuildings,  etc.,  making  his  place  one 
of  the  most  desirable  in  that  section.  He  continued  upon  his  farm  until  his 

death,  which  occurred  in  May,  1907,  the  beloved  wife  and  mother  being  called 

away  in  October  of  the  year  following.  Mr.  Bailey  was  a  man  of  excellent  char¬ 
acter  and  industrious  habits,  who  gained  the  confidence  and  respect  of  all  with 
whom  he  came  into  contact. 

Frank  L.  Bailey,  of  this  review,  was  reared  in  Wisconsin  and  Nebraska  and 
received  his  preliminary  education  in  the  district  schools.  He  assisted  his 
father  in  work  in  the  fields  as  he  grew  up  and  early  acquired  a  taste  for  farm¬ 
ing  that  had  an  important  effect  in  shaping  his  career.  After  completing  the 
course  in  the  public  schools  he  entered  Nebraska  Wesleyan  University  at  Lin¬ 
coln,  Nebraska,  from  which  he  was  graudated  in  1895.  He  engaged  in  business 
with  his  brothers  on  the  home  farm  for  four  years  after  leaving  college,  and 
then,  having  decided  to  begin  upon  his  own  account,  came  to  Iowa  and  pur¬ 
chased  eighty  acres  in  Bloomfield  township,  upon  which  he  has  since  lived.  He 
has  made  many  improvements  upon  his  farm,  which  he  has  developed  into  one 
of  the  attractive  properties  of  the  neighborhood.  Aside  from  his  agricultural 
interests  he  is  a  stockholder  in  the  Farmers  Telephone  Company,  whose  line 
extends  from  Valley  Junction  to  Orillia,  Iowa. 

On  the  23d  day  of  March,  1899,  Mr.  Bailey  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Mamie  Taskett,  a  daughter  of  Henry  and  Pamelia  (Alton)  Taskett,  both  of 
whom  were  born  in  New  York.  They  came  to  Iowa  and  settled  upon  a  farm, 
where  they  spent  the  remainder  of  their  lives,  the  father  being  called  away  in 
1902.  Mr.  Taskett  was  a  harnessmaker  by  trade,  but  he  devoted  his  entire 
attention  to  farming  after  his  arrival  in  this  state.  Mrs.  Bailey  departed  this 
life  April  17,  1906,  and  Mr.  Bailey  was  again  married  in  December,  1909, 
the  lady  of  his  choice  being  Miss  Harriet  Moulton.  She  was  born  in  Wiscon¬ 
sin  in  1869,  a  daughter  of  George  H.  and  Henrietta  (Carpenter)  Moulton,  the 
father  being  a  native  of  Canada  and  the  mother  of  New  York  state.  They 
were  married  in  Wisconsin  and  Mr.  Moulton  entered  the  ministry.  In  1885 
they  removed  to  Nebraska,  in  which  state  Mr.  Moulton  preached  with  general 
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acceptance  until  his  death,  which  occurred  November  20,  1910.  The  mother  is 
still  living  in  Nebraska.  Mrs.  Bailey  is  a  highly  educated  lady,  having  pos¬ 
sessed  advantages  of  attendance  at  the  Nebraska  Wesleyan  University  at  Lincoln, 
Nebraska. 

Politically,  Mr.  Bailey  is  not  affiliated  with  any  of  the  party  organizations, 
as  he  prefers  to  cast  his  ballot  for  the  man  and  also  to  take  into  careful  con¬ 
sideration  the  issues  at  stake  when  he  goes  to  the  polls.  He  belongs  to  that 
large  and  increasing  body  of  citizens  who  reserve  their  decision  until  the  hour 
of  action  arrives.  In  religious  belief  he  and  his  wife  are  thoroughly  in  sympathy 
with  the  doctrines  of  the  Methodist  church  and  are  stanch  supporters  of  that 
organization. 

He  possessed  excellent  opportunities  of  education  and  has  been  able  in  the 
course  of  his  active  career  to  make  practical  use  of  the  knowledge  received  from 
books.  He  is  a  close  observer,  a  constant  student  and  an  intelligent  and  pro¬ 
gressive  citizen,  his  influence  always  being  in  favor  of  the  promotion  of  the 
highest  interest  of  the  community.  He  and  his  wife  have  many  friends  in  Polk 
county  and  they  are  gladly  accorded  the  hospitality  of  the  best  homes  in  this 
section. 


RAIMUND  SEEBURGER. 

Raimund  Seeburger  is  one  of  the  most  prominent  representatives  of  the 
German-American  element  in  the  citizenship  of  Des  Moines.  Careful  analyza- 
tion  of  his  life  record  indicates  conclusively  that  his  success  has  followed  un¬ 
tiring  effort  in  legitimate  fields  of  business  and  has  been  based  upon  persever¬ 
ance  and  integrity  as  well  as  industry.  He  came  to  America  a  poor  emigrant 
boy.  He  was  born  in  Shremberg,  Black  Forest,  Germany,  December  29,  1833, 
his  parents  being  John  and  Elizabeth  (Bruker)  Seeburger.  His  education  was 
acquired  in  the  schools  of  Wurtemberg  and  in  his  youth  the  stories  which  he 
heard  concerning  America  aroused  in  him  the  ambition  and  determination  to 
make  the  land  of  the  free  his  future  home.  He  was  twenty  years  of  age  when 
he  started  for  America  and  after  reaching  the  shores  of  the  new  world  he  pene¬ 
trated  into  the  interior  of  the  country  as  far  as  Columbus,  Ohio. 

In  the  spring  of  1855  he  removed  to  Iowa,  taking  up  his  abode  in  Iowa  City, 
where  he  remained  until  i860.  He  had  learned  the  harnessmaker’s  trade  in  his 
native  country  and  followed  it  in  the  new  world  until  1863.  Upon  his  removal 
to  Des  Moines  in  the  spring  of  i860  he  entered  the  employ  of  the  Western 
Stage  Company,  manufacturers  of  harness,  coaches,  hacks,  etc.,  having  pre¬ 
viously  been  employed  by  the  same  company  when  in  Iowa  City.  All  this  time 
he  was  actuated  by  a  desire  to  engage  in  business  on  his  own  account  and  when 
his  labors  and  careful  expenditure  had  brought  him  .  sufficient  capital  he  em¬ 
barked  in  the  retail  grocery  business  in  1863,  opening  a  store  in  the  center  of 
the  block  on  Walnut  between  Fourth  and  Fifth  streets.  Earnest  effort  to  please 
his  patrons,  reliable  dealing  and  reasonable  prices  soon  built  up  for  him  a  grow¬ 
ing  trade  and  he  continued  in  business  with  gratifying  success  for  eighteen 
years.  Experience  and  opportunity  led  him  to  extend  the  scope  of  his  efforts 
into  other  fields  and  while  still  engaged  in  the  grocery  business  he  also  estab¬ 
lished  the  first  commission  business  in  Des  Moines,  buying  eggs,  butter  and 
other  farm  products,  which  he  shipped  to  different  markets.  From  a  small 
beginning  his  shipping  business  grew  until  it  became  the  largest  in  the  state 
of  Iowa  and  was  successfully  continued  until  1893,  adding  yearly  to  the  sub¬ 
stantial  income  which  Mr.  Seeburger  received.  He  next  engaged  in  the  manu¬ 
facture  of  butter  and  established  the  Capital  City  Creamery.  For  a  number 
of  years  he  was  one  of  the  large  creamery  butter-makers  of  the  state,  shipping 
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to  all  the  principal  markets  of  the  country.  His  stamp  was  a  guarantee  of  the 
excellent  quality  of  the  product  and  he  therefore  found  no  difficulty  in  disposing 
of  his  creamery  output  in  any  market  to  which  it  was  sent. 

As  the  years  passed  on  and  Mr.  Seeburger  prospered,  he  made  invest¬ 
ments  in  various  dividend  paying  properties.  He  now  has  extensive  interests 
in  oil  wells  and  lands  in  Louisiana  and  is  the  owner  of  large  real-estate  hold¬ 
ings  in  Des  Moines,  including  the  fine  Seeburger  block  at  the  corner  of  Fifth 
and  Walnut  streets.  His  attention  is  now  merely  given  to  the  supervision  of 
his  invested  interests,  which  bring  him  a  most  gratifying  annual  return. 

In  Iowa  City,  in  1857,  Mr.  Seeburger  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Fannie 
Rock,  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  and  they  became  the  parents  of  six  children,  of 
whom  three  are  living:  Raimund  J.,  who  was  born  in  Iowa  City,  March  18,  i860; 
Albert  H.,  born  in  Des  Moines,  March  13,  1862;  and  Walter  Lidell,  born  in  Des 
Moines,  April  12,  1865. 

.  The  family  has  long  been  prominent  in  the  capital  city,  for  during  the  forty- 
eight  years  of  his  residence  here  Mr.  Seeburger’s  worth  has  been  widely  recog¬ 
nized,  Des  Moines  finding  in  him  not  only  an  enterprising  and  progressive  busi¬ 
ness  man  but  a  citizen  whose  loyalty  and  support  can  be  counted  upon  at  all 
times.  During  the  period  of  the  Civil  war  he  enlisted  with  the  Union  troops 
under  Captain  Charles  Weitz,  but  owing  to  a  lack  and  shortage  of  arms  when 
General  Price  attempted  to  enter  Iowa,  the  company  was  disbanded  and  each  vol¬ 
unteer  received  his  honorable  discharge.  In  politics  he  is  independent,  believing 
it  better  to  support  men  best  qualified  for  office  rather  than  to  hold  to  strict 
party  lines.  He  has  never  desired  political  preferment  for .  himself,  content  to 
figure  before  the  public  only  as  a  business  man.  His  record  in  this  connection  is 
indeed  enviable,  for,  undeterred  by  obstacles  and  difficulties  in  his  path,  he  has 
pushed  forward  to  the  goal  of  success,  nor  is  his  path  strewn  with  the  wreck  of 
other  men’s  fortunes.  His  course  has  at  all  times  been  a  constructive  one,  not 
destructive,  and  in  the  course  of  an  honorable  business  career  he  has  upbuilded 
some  important  commercial  interests  and  in  time  has  made  investments  that 
enable  him  now  to  live  practically  retired.  The  most  envious  cannot  grudge  him 
his  prosperity,  so  honorable  has  it  been  won  and  so  worthily  used.  He  attends 
St.  John’s  Lutheran  church  and  has  been  a  liberal  contributor  to  its  support. 


JAMES  COX  DAVIS. 

James  Cox  Davis,  a  member  of  the  Des  Moines  bar,  now  specializing  in  the 
field  of  corporation  law  as  attorney  for  the  Chicago  &  Northwestern  Railway 
Company,  was  born  in  Keokuk,  Iowa,  September  2,  1857?  his  parents  being  Caleb 
F.  and  Caroline  T.  Davis.  He  is  indebted  to  the  public  school  system  of  his  na¬ 
tive  city  for  the  educational  privileges  afforded  him  in  his  youth,  and  aftei  pie- 
paring  for  the  bar  he  was  admitted  to  practice  upon  examination  on  the  i/th  of 
August,  1877.  He  at  once  opened  an  office  in  Keokuk,  where  he  remained  until 
the  1st  of  January,  1902,  and  in  the  intervening  period  of  a  quarter  of  a  century 
he  won  a  notable  position  at  the  Keokuk  bar  by  the  ability  and  conscientious 
manner  in  which  he  discharged  his  professional  duties  and  by  the  ability  \\  Inch 
he  displayed  in  handling  intricate  and  involved  legal  problems.  At  a  later  day 
he  removed  to  Des  Moines,  accepting  the  position  of  attorney  foi  Iowa  for  tie 
Chicago  &  Northwestern  Railway  Company  and  is  now  concentrating  lus  ener¬ 
gies  upon  the  conduct  of  the  legal  department  of  the  railway  sei  vice.  His  busi¬ 
ness  interests,  aside  from  his  profession,  include  connection  with  the  Keoku 
Savings  Bank,  of  which  he  was  vice  president,  and  director  and  geneial  counse 
for  the  Iowa  State  Insurance  Company. 
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On  the  ioth  of  December,  1884,  Mr.  Davis  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Clara  B.  Mooar,  of  Keokuk,  a  daughter  of  the  late  Judge  Daniel  Mooar  of  that 
city.  Her  death  occurred  at  Keokuk,  March  21,  1895.  His  second  marriage, 
on  the  15th  of  June,  1906,  was  with  Louise  M.  Pomeroy,  of  Waverly,  Iowa,  a 
daughter  of  the  late  Dr.  Joseph  C.  Pomeroy  of  that  place.  The  children  of  Mr. 
Davis  are:  Daniel  M. ;  Ora,  Caroline  Thistle,  James  C.  and  Joseph  P. 

His  religious  faith  is  manifest  in  his  membership  in  the  Episcopal  church. 
In  politics  he  is  a  conservative  republican  who  does  not  believe  in  the  unbalanced 
progressiveness  that  upsets  stability  or  forces  radical  changes.  He  was  for  years 
regarded  as  a  leader  in  republican  circles  in  his  county  and  district  and  has  served 
as  temporary  chairman  of  the  republican  state  committee.  Keokuk  elected  him 
to  the  office  of  city  attorney  which  he  filled  in  1880-81,  and  in  1885  he  was  chosen 
chief  executive  of  that  city  for  two  terms  of  one  year.  The  turn  of  his  mind 
is  eminently  judicial  and  free  from  the  bias  of  animosity.  He  believes  that  in 
politics  as  in  all  other  things  one  should  have  an  eye  to  practical  results  and  not 
to  glittering  generalities.  Strong  and  positive  in  his  republicanism,  his  party 
fealty  is  not  grounded  on  partisan  prejudice  and  he  enjoys  the  respect  and  con¬ 
fidence  of  all  of  his  associates,  irrespective  of  party.  Socially  Mr.  Davis  is  a 
member  of  the  Grant  Club,  the  Des  Moines  Golf  and  Country  Club,  the  Des 
Moines  Club  and  the  Commercial  Club. 


CHARLES  J.  DUKEHART. 

Although  he  has  been  engaged  in  business  on  his  own  account  less  than  four 
years  Charles  J.  Dukehart  has  attained  recognition  as  one  of  the  highly  enter¬ 
prising  and  successful  young  business  men  of  Des  Moines,  and  is  now  well 
started  on  a  career  that  gives  unusual  promise  for  the  immediate  future.  Born 
at  Waynesboro,  Pennsylvania,  March  13,  1884,  he  is  the  son  of  Adam  J.  and 
Anna  (Warthen)  Dukehart,  the  latter  of  whom  was  born  in  the  Keystone  state 
in  1847.  The  father  was  born  in  Pennsylvania  in  1837  and  became  a  successful 
lawyer  but  is  now  living  retired  in  his  native  state.  There  were  eleven  children 
in  the  family  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dukehart,  nine  of  whom  are  still  living,  namely : 
Katie,  of  Baltimore.  Maryland ;  Stella,  the  wife  of  George  Sanders,  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania;  Ida,  now  Airs.  Clarence  Sanders,  of  Pennsylvania;  Ella,  the  wife  of 
Charles  Hoke,  also  of  Pennsylvania;  Anna,  living  at  home;  John,  of  Baltimore; 
Charles  J.,  of  this  review;  Louise,  at  home;  and  Norbid,  also  of  Des  Moines. 

Charles  J.  Dukehart  received  his  preliminary  education  in  the  common 
schools  and,  having  decided  upon  a  business  career,  took  a  course  in  the  Penn¬ 
sylvania  Business  College  at  Lancaster,  Pennsylvania.  He  began  his  contest  with 
the  world  as  a  stenographer,  but  continued  in  this  line  for  only  two  years,  be¬ 
coming  bookkeeper  of  the  Frick  Company,  a  Pennsylvania  concern,  with  a  branch 
office  at  Des  Moines,  in  1902  and  in  1906  was  made  manager.  Although  quite 
young  for  such  a  responsible  position,  he  discharged  his  duties  in  a  manner  that 
proved  highly  satisfactory  to  his  employers  and,  becoming  thoroughly  familiar 
with  a  line  which  he  found  quite  congenial,  he  decided  to  start  in  business  for 
himself.  Accordingly,  in  1908,  he  organized  the  Dukehart  Machinery  Company, 
with  headquarters  at  Nos.  112-114  East  Walnut  street,  handling  threshing  ma¬ 
chines,  automobiles  and  heavy,  portable  field  machinery.  From  the  very  start 
he  drew  a  good  patronage,  so  much  so  that  it  became  necessary  to  seek  larger 
accommodations,  and  he  is  now  located  at  Nos.  106-110  West  Second  street  where 
every  facility  is  presented  for  storage  and  display  purposes.  The  firm  gives  em¬ 
ployment  to  twelve  or  fifteen  persons  and  is  now  well  established. 

On  the  14th  day  of  October,  1909,  Air.  Dukehart  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Aliss  Elizabeth  Hughes,  who  was  born  at  Des  Aloines  May  12,  1884,  a  daughter 
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of  John  O.  and  Janet  (Jones)  Hughes.  The  father  is  a  native  of  Ohio  and  has 
been  identified  with  the  federal  service  in  this  city  for  the  past  twenty-five  years. 

The  success  of  Mr.  Dukehart  may  be  accredited  to  his  great  energy  and  in¬ 
domitable  will.  Years  ago  he  saw  the  possibilities  of  an  independent  career  and. 
as  head  of  a  growing  enterprise,  he  has  demonstrated  that  his  early  impressions 
were  true.  His  friends  have  great  confidence  in  his  steady  progress  toward  an 
ambition  to  develop  the  business  until  it  becomes  one  of  the  largest  of  the  kind 
in  this  part  of  the  country.  Politically  he  gives  his  support  to  the  democratic 
party  and  in  religious  belief  he  is  a  stanch  adherent  of  the  Catholic  church. 


HARRY  HERNDON  POLK. 

In  a  review  of  the  life  history  of  Harry  Herndon  Polk  one  is  led  to  the  re¬ 
flection  that  to  accumulate  a  fortune  requires  one  kind  of  genius;  to  retain  a 
fortune  already  acquired,  to  add  to  its  legitimate  increment  and  to  make  such 
use  of  it  that  the  possessor  may  derive  therefrom  the  greatest  enjoyment  and  the 
public  the  greatest  benefit,  requires  quite  another  kind  of  genius.  Mr.  Polk  be¬ 
longs  to  the  younger  generation  of  business  men  of  Des  Moines  called  upon  to 
shoulder  responsibilities  differing  materially  from  those  resting  upon  their  pre¬ 
decessors.  Yet  in  every  instance  he  has  proved  himself  equal  to  the  task  and  is 
carrying  forward  and  expanding  in  the  natural  ramifications  of  trade  the  inter¬ 
ests  which  were  founded  and  instituted  by  his  father,  Jefferson  Scott  Polk,  of 
whom  extended  mention  is  made  elsewhere  in  this  volume. 

The  son  was  born  in  Des  Moines,  November  30,  1875,  and  after  mastering 
the  fundamental  branches  of  learning  as  a  public  school  student  entered  the  pre¬ 
paratory  department  of  the  Iowa  Wesleyan  University  at  Mount  Pleasant,  Iowa. 
Subsequently  he  attended  the  Pennsylvania  Military  College  at  Chester.  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  and  was  a  student  from  Amherst  College,  of  Amherst,  Massachusetts. 
His  study  and  mastery  of  the  principles  of  jurisprudence  led  to  his  admission  to 
the  bar  June.  3,  1909.  His  attention  is  devoted  to  the  management  of  extensive 
important  real  estate  and  electric  railway  interests.  He  was  president  and  gen¬ 
eral  manager  of  the  Interurban  Railway  Company  from  its  incorporation  until 
the  1st  of  January,  1909,  but  after  his  father’s  death  resigned  as  general  mana¬ 
ger  in  order  to  devote  more  time  to  the  management  of  the  important  interests  of 
the  Polk  estate.  According  to  the  terms  of  his  father’s  will  he  was  made  one 
of  the  executors  of  the  estate.  Since  January,  1909?  he  has  served  as  vice 
president  of  the  Des  Moines  City  Railway  and  his  invested  interests  largely  cen¬ 
ter  in  its  property  and  in  that  of  the  Interurban  Railway  Company,  of  which 
he  is  president. 

Mr.  Polk  was  married  on  the  3d  of  January,  1900,  in  Des  Moines,  to  Miss 
Alice  Kauffman,  a  daughter  of  B.  F.  Kauffman,  who  was  one  of  the  foremost 
lawyers  of  Iowa  and  died  in  1893-  Their  children  are:  Mary  Barr,  born  Octobei 
30,  1900;  Julia  Herndon,  born  July  17,  1903  ;  and  Henry  Herndon,  March  17, 
1910. 

Mr.  Polk  is  a  member  of  St.  Paul’s  church  and  of  the  Masonic  fraternity  and 
the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks.  His  political  allegiance  is  gi\en  to 
the  republican  party.  He  takes  an  interest  not  so  much  in  politics  as  in  matters 
of  citizenship  relative  to  the  welfare  and  upbuilding  of  Des  Moines,  and  as  a 
member  of  the  greater  Des  Moines  committee  and  the  Des  Moines  Commercial 
Club,  of  which  he  is  a  director,  cooperates  heartily  in  the  projects  and  move¬ 
ments  of  both  organizations  for  the  welfare  of  the  capital.  He  has  an  interest¬ 
ing  military  chapter  in  his  life  record,  covering  service  from  1898  until  1902 
as  captain  of  Troop  A  of  the  First  Cavalry  of  the  Iowa  National  Guard,  and  his 
social  nature  finds  expression  in  his  membership  in  the  Des  Moines  Club,  the 
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Golf  and  Country  Club  and  the  Hyperion  Field  Club.  The  subjective  and  ob¬ 
jective  forces  of  life  are  in  him  well  balanced,  making  him  cognizant  of  his  own 
capabilities  and  powers,  while  at  the  same  time  he  thoroughly  understands  his 
opportunities  and  his  obligations.  To  make  his  native  talents  subserve  the  de¬ 
mands  which  conditions  of  society  impose  at  the  present  time  is  the  purpose  of 
his  life  and  by  reason  of  the  mature  judgment  which  characterizes  his  efforts 
at  all  times,  he  stands  today  as  a  splendid  representative  of  the  prominent  capi¬ 
talist  to  whom  business  is  but  one  phase  of  life  and  does  not  exclude  his  active 
participation  in  and  support  of  the  other  vital  interests  which  go  to  make  up 
human  existence. 


WILLIAM  PHILLIPS. 

Of  the  members  of  the  bar  now  deceased  who  attained  high  standing  in  Polk 
county  William  Phillips  will  long  be  remembered  with  reverence  and  esteem 
on  account  of  his  unusual  ability  and  sterling  worth.  He  was  born  at  Steuben¬ 
ville,  Jefferson  county,  Ohio,  September  22,  1827,  a  son  of  Thomas  and  Re¬ 
becca  (Irwin)  Phillips.  Both  of  the  parents  were  natives  of  Pennsylvania,  the 
father  being  of  Irish  and  the  mother  of  Welsh  descent. 

William  Phillips  was  reared  upon  a  farm  and  received  his  early  education 
in  the  public  schools.  Later  he  became  a  student  at  college,  where  he  made 
thorough  preparation  for  a  career  that  brought  him  into  contact  with  many  of 
the  brightest  minds  of  the  west.  In  1851,  being  then  twenty-four  years  of  age, 
he  came  to  Illinois  and  temporarily  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business  at  Peoria, 
Galesburg  and  Henderson.  However,  he  was  plainly  intended  by  nature  for  a 
professional  career,  and  after  pursuing  the  study  of  law  for  several  years  he 
was  admitted  in  1854  to  the  Illinois  bar.  Later,  in  the  same  year,  he  came  with 
his  parents  to  Iowa,  locating  on  a  section  of  land  in  Greene  county,  near  the 
present  town  of  Jefferson,  which  he  laid  out,  also  being  one  of  the  prominent 
workers  in  securing  the  location  of  the  county  seat  at  this  place. 

In  July,  1856,  he  came  to  Des  Moines,  which  had  been  selected  as  the  capi¬ 
tal  of  the  state,  although  at  that  time  a  straggling  village.  Here  he  associated 
in  practice  with  Judge  Curtis  Bates,  then  one  of  the  leading  attorneys  of  the 
state,  and  soon  demonstrated  his  ability,  which  later  became  generally  acknowl¬ 
edged  throughout  the  state,  as  the  possessor  of  a  mind  of  unusual  legal  dis¬ 
cernment  and  marked  intellectuality.  In  1859  the  partnership  between  himself 
and  Judge  Bates  having  been  dissolved,  he  became  senior  member  of  the  firm 
of  Phillips  &  Phillips,  the  junior  member  being  James  H.  Phillips,  a  brother  of 
our  subject.  This  firm  proved  highly  suuccessful  and  subsequently  admitted 
Colonel  C.  H.  Gatch,  the  title  becoming  Phillips,  Gatch  &  Phillips.  In  a  few 
)^ears  Mr.  Gatch  withdrew  and  was  succeeded  in  the  firm  by  Colonel  E.  J.  Goode. 
The  retirement  of  James  H.  Phillips,  on  account  of  his  election  as  mayor  of  the 
city,  led  to  a  partnership  which  existed  for  a  number  of  years  between  William 
Phillips  and  Hon.  James  G.  Day,  who  had  previously  served  as  justice  of  the 
supreme  court  of  Iowa.  However,  in  1894,  by  mutual  agreement  this  partner¬ 
ship  was  dissolved  and  two  years  later  the  firm  of  Phillips,  Ryan  &  Ryan  was 
formed,  which  continued  until  the  death  of  the  senior  member,  which  occurred 
on  the  29th  of  November,  1901.  Mr.  Phillips  was  the  head  of  all  of  the  firms 
named,  except  the  first,  and  it  was  largely  through  his  ability  and  application 
that  these  firms  gained  their  unusually  high  standing  in  the  courts  of  the  state. 
He  was  also  identified  with  various  business  interests,  being  for  a  number  of 
years  president  of  the  Merchants  Consolidated  Insurance  Company,  and  his 
advice  in  business  affairs  as  well  as  in  law  was  greatly  prized. 


WILLIAM  PHILLIPS 


CITY  OF  DES  MOINES  AND  POLK  COUNTY 


155 


On  the  20th  of  August,  1857,  Mr.  Phillips  was  happily  united  in  marriage 
to  Miss  S.  Jennie  Rutan,  a  member  of  one  of  the  prominent  families  of  Iowa 
and  a  niece  of  Governor  Samuel  Kirkwood  and  granddaughter  of  Governor 
Clark,  one  of  the  territorial  governors  of  Iowa.  Four  children  were  born  to 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Phillips:  Nellie  and  John  Franklin,  both  deceased;  Thomas  Will¬ 
iam,  now  living  at  Des  Moines;  and  Jennie  B.,  the  deceased  wife  of  Dr.  J.  B. 
Hardy,  a  prominent  physician  of  Phoenix,  Arizona.  Mrs.  Phillips  makes  her 
home  in  Des  Moines,  where  she  has  a  wide  circle  of  friends  and  acquaintances. 

Mr.  Phillips  was  of  a  genial  and  sociable  disposition  and  he  made  a  host  of 
friends  in  the  course  of  a  long  and  active  career  as  a  leader  at  the  bar  of  Polk 
county.  He  was  a  close  student  and  an  indefatigable  worker  in  his  profession, 
leaving  no  avenue  unexplored  in  his  conduct  of  a  cause.  He  loved  the  work  in 
which  he  was  engaged  and  was  an  able  advocate  and  counselor  and.  a  strong 
pleader,  his  deductions  being  logical  and  his  application  of  legal  principles  al¬ 
most  invariably  correct.  In  his  private  life  he  was  thoroughly  conscientious 
and  in  an  eminent  degree  he  gained  and  retained  the  confidence  and  respect 
of  all  who  knew  him.  There  was  probably  no  man  who  did  so  much  to  start 
young  men  on  the  right  road  to  success,  both  in  an  advisory  and  financial  way, 
and  many  times  men  in  later  years  came  to  him  and  told  him  how  much  of 
their  success  was  due  to  his  friendship,  advice  and  assistance.  Fie  was  also  a 
very  liberal  contributor  to  the  churches  of  Des  Moines,  irrespective  of  creed. 


CHARLES  SHULER  WILCOX. 

Charles  Shuler  Wilcox,  accounted  one  of  the  promising  young  attorneys  of 
Des  Moines,  was  born  in  Elgin,  Illinois,  November  21,  1874,  his  parents  being 
Captain  William  H,  and  Mary  Ann  (Greene)  Wilcox,  who  were  early  settlers 
of  Kane  county,  Illinois.  Their  family  numbered  six  children:  Llorence;  Laura, 
now  of  Chicago;  William,  of  Oklahoma;  Mary,  a  resident  of  Onawa,  Iowa; 
Helen,  of  New  York  city;  and  Charles  S.,  of  this  review.  The  father  ranked 
as  a  leading  attorney  of  Elgin  and  as  a  prominent  factor  in  political  circles.  He 
gave  his  support  to  the  democracy  and  served  as  postmaster  under  the  adminis¬ 
tration  of  President  Cleveland.  His  loyalty  in  citizenship  was  plainly  evidenced 
by  his  service  in  the  Civil  war,  in  which  he  won  the  rank  of  captain. 

After  attending  the  common  schools  of  Elgin  Charles  S.  Wilcox  became  a 
pupil  in  a  business  college  of  that  city  and  subsequently  studied  in  the  State 
University  of  Iowa,  where  he  won  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Dental  Surgery  in 
1897.  Before  he  had  reached  the  age  of  eighteen,  however,  he  had  worked  for 
one  year  at  the  carpenter’s  trade,  for  two  years  as  a  grocery  clerk  and  for  a 
short  time  was  engaged  in  selling  oil  and  gasoline  on  his  own  account  and  also 
spent  one  year  in  a  brass  foundry  and  manufacturing  plant.  His  labors  along 
these  different  lines  brought  to  him  the  capital  that  made  possible  his  college 
course.  After  winning  his  D.  D.  S.  degree  he  located  for  the  practice  of 
dentistry  in  Vinton,  Iowa,  where  he  remained  from  1897  until  1901.  He  then 
removed  to  Des  Moines  and  engaged  in  practice  until  1904.  In  the  meantime 
he  took  up  the  study  of  law  and  while  practicing  dentistry  in  this  city  pursued 
a  course  in  law  in  Drake  University.  Following  his  admission  to  the  bar  in 
1904  he  entered  at  once  upon  the  active  work  of  the  legal  profession  and  in 
1910  removed  to  the  Fleming  building,  where  he  occupies  offices  in  connection 
with  United  States  Senator  Albert  B.  Cummins.  From  1909  until  1910  he 
was  special  counsel  in  the  office  of  the  attorney  general  of  Iowa  during  the  ad¬ 
ministration  of  Hon.  H.  W.  Byers  but  resigned  to  resume  the  private  practice 
of  law.  His  ability  in  this  field  is  constantly  being  developed  and  few  men  of 
his  years  are  accorded  a  position  of  equal  prominence. 
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On  the  30th  of  January,  1908,  in  Marengo,  Iowa,  Mr.  Wilcox  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Miss  Bertha  Patterson,  a  daughter  of  the  Hon.  James  and  Mary 
A.  (Beem)  Patterson,  of  that  place.  Her  father  served  as  representative 
from  Iowa  county  in  the  twenty- fourth  and  twenty-fifth  sessions  of  the  general 
assembly.  He  is  also  a  veteran  of  the  Civil  war  and  has  ever  given  his  political 
support  to  the  democracy.  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wilcox  hold  membership  in 
the  First  Unitarian  church  of  Des  Moines  and  he  belongs  to  the  Men's  Unity 
Club  and  to  the  Grant  Club,  both  of  this  city.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wilcox  reside  in 
a  beautiful  home  on  the  west  side  of  the  city.  Fraternally  he  is  connected  with 
the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  has  served  as  prelate  of  Myrtle-Capital  Lodge,  No. 
9,  K.  P.  From  1906  until  1911  he  was  treasurer  of  the  State  Bar  Associa¬ 
tion  of  Iowa  and  is  widely  known  to  the  profession,  who  recognize  his  worth 
and  growing  ability.  In  politics  he  is  a  progressive  republican  and  directed 
the  speakers  bureau  in  Senator  Cummins’  campaign  against  Senator  Allison  in 
1908.  He  also  assisted  in  the  speakers  bureau  of  the  Iowa  republican  state 
central  committee  in  that  year  and  managed  the  successful  primary  campaign 
of  Judge  S.  F.  Prouty  for  congressman  in  the  seventh  congressional  district  in 
1910.  He  is  a  member  of  the  seventh  district  congressional  committee  and  his 
labors  have  been  an  effective  force  in  promoting  the  interests  of  his  party.  He 
especially  advocates  its  progressive  policy  and  stands  for  all  that  means  ad¬ 
vancement  and  improvement  along  political  lines. 


CARROLL  WRIGHT. 

Carroll  Wright,  who  in  the  field  of  corporation  and  railroad  law  has  gained 
notable  and  well  merited  distinction,  while  in  banking  circles  his  sound  judgment 
has  constituted  an  element  of  successful  management,  was  born  October  21, 
1854,  in  Keosauqua,  Iowa.  His  father,  the  Hon.  George  G.  Wright,  was  for 
fifteen  years  justice  of  the  supreme  court  of  Iowa  and  United  States  senator 
from  1871  until  1877.  His  mother,  who  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Hannah  M. 
Dibble,  was  a  daughter  of  Thomas  Dibble,  a  member  of  the  constitutional  con¬ 
vention  of  Iowa.  The  influence  of  paternal  and  maternal  ancestry  may  have  had 
to  do  with  the  choice  of  Carroll  Wright’s  profession,  but  in  the  practice  of  law 
individual  ability  is  the  only  foundation  upon  which  success  is  built  and  with  a 
recognition  of  this  fact  he  has  so  qualified  and  prepared  his  cases  with  such 
thoroughness  and  care  that  in  the  courts  he  is  recognized  as  an  almost  invincible 
power,  while  his  ability  as  counsel  is  equally  strong. 

Mr.  Wright  was  educated  in  the  State  University  of  Iowa,  where  he  won 
the  Bachelor  of  Philosophy  degree  in  1875,  and  in  Simpson  Centenary  College 
of  Law,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1878.  Before  his  admission  to  the 
bar  he  acted  as  a  reporter  of  the  Iowa  State  Register  and  this  gave  him  a  knowl¬ 
edge  of  men  that  has  constituted  an  element  in  his  later  success.  In  1878  he 
was  admitted  and  began  practice  as  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Wright  &  Wright. 
A  later  change  in  the  partnership  led  to  the  adoption  of  the  firm  style  of  Wright, 
Cummins  &  Wright,  and  afterward  Cummins  &  Wright.  Later  he  was  made 
attorney  for  Iowa  and  South  Dakota  for  the  Chicago,  Rock  Island  &  Pacific 
Railroad  Company  and  throughout  the  greater  part  of  his  practice  has  made  a 
specialty  of  railroad  law  in  which  he  is  a  recognized  authority.  Its  involved 
and  complicated  interests  become  clear  and  tangible  when  he  brings  to  bear 
thereon  the  weight  of  his  comprehensive  knowledge  and  his  keen,  analytical 
power.  He  also  occupies  an  enviable  position  in  financial  circles  as  vice  presi¬ 
dent  and  director  of  the  Security  Loan  &  Trust  Company  of  Des  Moines  and 
as  director  of  the  Des  Moines  National  Bank,  as  well  as  director  of  several 
railway  companies. 
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On  the  1 8th  of  June,  1879,  Mr.  Wright  was  married  to  Miss  Nellie  Elliott,  a 
daughter  of  John  A.  Elliott,  who  was  auditor  of  the  state  for  many  years  and 
president  of  the  State  Insurance  Company  at  the  time  of  his  death.  Their 
only  child,  Carroll  Wright,  Jr.,  is  now  fifteen  years  of  age. 

Mr.  Wright  is  a  member  of  the  Golf  and  Country  Club  of  Des  Moines, 
the  Des  Moines  Club,  the  Prairie  Club  and  the  Grant  Club.  The  last  named  in¬ 
dicates  his  position  as  a  supporter  of  the  republican  party.  Few  men  who  have 
no  ambition  for  office  are  more  thoroughly  conversant  with  the  vital  and  sig¬ 
nificant  political  questions  of  the  day  and  his  opinions  when  asked  are  expressed 
with  a  clearness  and  cogency  which  indicates  the  well  trained  mind  of  the  law¬ 
yer.  The  only  office  that  he  has  ever  held  outside  the  direct  path  of  business 
is  that  of  a  member  of  the  board  of  regents  of  the  State  University  from  1887 
until  1890  and  again  from  1896  until  1909.  It  has  been  said  that  the  most 
difficult  place  that  a  man  can  occupy  is  to  be  the  son  of  a  distinguished  father, 
for  his  career  is  always  judged  in  comparison  with  that  with  which  the  public 
is  already  familiar  and  has  come  to  esteem  and  honor.  Meeting  the  conditions 
of  the  times  in  which  the  tendency  is  strongly  toward  specialization,  Carroll 
Wright  has  given  his  attention  to  corporation  and  more  particularly  to  railroad 
law  and  his  course  has  added  to  the  luster  of  an  honorable  and  honored  name. 


EMMETT  A.  IRWIN. 

In  a  review  of  the  progressive  citizens  of  Polk  county  the  name  of  Emmett 
A.  Irwin  should  not  be  omitted.  He  is  the  owner  of  a  beautiful  farm  of  two 
hundred  acres  and  is  recognized  as  one  of  the  substantial  citizens  of  this  sec¬ 
tion.  He  was  born  in  Adel,  Iowa,  July  5,  1850,  a  son  of  Robert  Y.  and  Angelina 
A.  (Alexander)  Irwin,  the  former  a  native  of  North  Carolina  and  the  latter 
of  Ohio.  They  came  to  Iowa  in  1850  and  took  up  their  home  at  Adel,  where 
the  father,  who  was  educated  as  a  physician,  engaged  in  practice  for  two  years. 
He  then  went  to  Huntington,  Indiana,  and  entered  the  plow  business,  also 
engaging  in  the  practice  of  medicine  for  twelve  years.  In  1866  he  bought  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land  in  Kankakee  county,  Illinois,  which  he  culti¬ 
vated  for  three  years  and  then  disposed  of,  coming  to  Redfield,  Iowa,  where  he 
lived  during  the  following  winter.  At  length  he  found  a  permanent  home  in 
Polk  county,  where  he  purchased  eighty  acres  which  he  brought  to  a  high  state 
of  improvement.  Here  he  lived  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1881,  when 
he  was  fifty-nine  years  of  age.  The  mother  departed  this  life  in  August,  1877, 
at  the  age  of  forty-eight  years. 

Emmett  A.  Irwin  received  his  education  in  the  public  schools  and  remained 
at  home  until  after  reaching  the  age  of  manhood,  assisting  his  father  in  work 
upon  the  farm.  In  1879  he  bought  eighty  acres  which  he  improved  and  dis¬ 
posed  of  in  1886,  at  an  advanced  price.  He  then  bought  the  old  home  place, 
which  was  endeared  to  him  by  many  associations,  and  has  since  purchased  addi¬ 
tional  land  until  he  now  owns  a  well  improved  farm  in  Walnut  township  of  two 
hundred  acres,  which  is  provided  with  some  of  the  most  substantial  buildings 
in  this  section.  He  has  also  set  out  a  beautiful  orchard  and  everything  about 
the  place  indicates  most  intelligent  and  thoughtful  care  on  the  part  of  its 
owner.  In  addition  to  his  agricultural  interests  he  is  the  owner  of  valuable  city 
property  in  Des  Moines. 

In  1879  Mr.  Irwin  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Alfaretta  Shaw,  who  was 
called  away  five  years  later,  and  on  June  18,  1891,  he  was  again  married,  the 
lady  of  his  choice  being  Miss  Nellie  A.  Youtz,  daughter  of  Hiram  L.,  and  Carrie 
(Preston)  Youtz.  The  father  was  born  in  Pennsylvania  and  the  mother  in 
Indiana.  They  came  to  Iowa  in  1856  and  he  farmed  for  six  years  in  Carroll 
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county,  at  the  end  of  which  time  he  purchased  eighty  acres  in  Polk  county.  As 
opportunity  offered  he  bought  more  land  and  is  now  the  owner  of  two  hundred 
and  eighty  acres.  Since  1893  he  has  made  his  home  at  No.  5400  Grand  avenue, 
Des  Moines,  where  he  and  his  wife  are  now  enjoying  in  comfort  and  plenty 
the  results  of  many  years  of  toil.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Irwin  are  the  parents  of  four 
children,  namely:  E.  Harold,  who  was  born  in  October,  1892,  and  is  now  a 
student  of  the  high  school  at  Valley  Junction;  Bernard  F.,  born  July  8,  1897; 
Gladys  M.,  born  November  15,  1898;  and  Robert  Y.,  who  was  born  July  27,  1905. 

Politically  Mr.  Irwin  is  a  stanch  supporter  of  the  republican  party.  He  has 
never  sought  the  emoluments  of  public  office  but  served  for  several  years  as 
road  supervisor,  declining  positions  of  larger  responsibility,  as  he  preferred  to 
devote  his  attention  to  his  private  affairs.  He  and  his  family  are  affiliated  with 
the  Methodist  church  and  are  active  workers  in  its  behalf.  Mr.  Irwin  ranks 
as  one  of  the  influential  men  in  the  county  and  possesses  in  an  unusual  degree 
the  confidence  of  all  with  whom  he  comes  into  contact.  He  has  from  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  his  active  career  been  industrious,  energetic  and  thoroughly  capable. 
Being  a  man  of  generous  and  kindly  instincts  he  deserves  the  respect  in  which 
he  is  held  by  his  fellowmen. 


JOHN  J.  VAN  OEL. 

John  J.  Van  Oel,  the  founder  and  promoter  of  an  important  industrial  enter¬ 
prise  conducted  under  the  name  of  the  Des  Moines  Cabinet  Company,  was 
born  in  Delph,  Holland,  February  24,  i860.  His  father,  John  J.  Van  Oel, 
also  a  native  of  Holland,  was  born  in  December,  1824,  and  died  in  that  country 
in  1902.  He  was  a  ship  chandler  and  conducted  business  at  the  ports  where 
vessels  from  all  parts  of  the  world  docked.  He  had  a  large  warehouse  and 
sold  supplies  of  all  kinds  such  as  are  used  on  shipboard,  especially  those  things 
which  are  needed  on  long  voyages.  He  remained  in  that  business  up  to  the 
time  of  his  death.  His  wife,  who  bore  the  maiden  name  of  De  Koba  Grunen- 
felt,  and  who  was  born  on  the  12th  of  February,  1824,  died  in  Holland  in 
1904.  It  is  a  matter  of  interest  to  know  that  the  paternal  grandfather  of  John 
J.  Van  Oel  was  John  D.  Van  Oel,  one  of  the  soldiers  in  the  battle  of  Waterloo, 
serving  with  the  forces  under  Wellington  in  that  memorable  engagement  which 
marked  the  downfall  of  Napoleon.  He  afterward  sought  seclusion  from 
secular  life  and  entered  the  ministry,  preaching  the  gospel  up  to  the  time  of 
his  death,  which  occurred  in  1870,  when  he  had  reached  a  very  advanced  age. 

John  J.  Van  Oel  was  educated  at  Delph  in  a  country  school,  and  after  his 
school  days  ended  was  apprenticed  to  learn  the  cabinet-maker’s  trade.  For 
three  years  he  worked  without  compensation  and  was  afterward  employed  by 
a  number  of  firms  in  Holland  until  1883,  when  he  came  to  America,  making 
his  way  direct  to  Des  Moines.  Here  he  began  work  at  his  trade,  being  first 
employed  by  The  Harbeck  Planing  Mills  Company  and  later  by  Getchell  & 
Martin.  Fifteen  years  were  passed  in  the  employ  of  the  latter  company  and 
promotion  from  time  to  time  ultimately  brought  him  to  the  position  of  super¬ 
intendent.  In  1890  he  incorporated  the  Des  Moines  Cabinet  Company,  starting 
on  a  small  scale  but  increasing  his  business  by  means  of  his  straightforward 
dealing,  his  enterprise  and  the  excellent  workmanship  done  in  the  shops,  until 
his  patronage  has  grown  and  expanded  and  he  now  has  a  very  important  indus¬ 
trial  concern  of  the  city. 

In  October,  1885,  Mr.  Van  Oel  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  V.  M. 
Warren,  and  they  became  the  parents  of  four  children.  William,  born  April 
26,  1886,  is  now  in  business  with  his  father,  under  whom  he  learned  the  cab¬ 
inet-maker’s  trade  and  now  has  charge  of  the  shop  as  foreman.  He  married 
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Miss  Ella  Metz,  and  they  have  three  children,  Lind,  George  and  Warren.  Colin, 
born  October  25,  1888,  is  a  student  in  Drake  University.  Nettie,  born  June  18, 
1890,  is  now  assisting  her  father  in  the  office.  Annie,  born  September  22,  1896, 
is  a  pupil  in  the  high  school. 

In  his  political  views  Mr.  Van  Oel  is  a  republican  and  in  religious  faith  is 
a  Methodist.  He  finds  his  chief  recreation  in  motoring,  having  a  fine  automo¬ 
bile,  in  which  he  takes  long  trips  whenever  the  opportunity  presents.  He  has 
faith  in  the  future  of  Des  Moines  and  has  acquired  some  valuable  real  estate 
in  this  city.  He  is  thoroughly  in  sympathy  with  the  spirit  which  is  working  for 
greater  and  better  things  for  the  capital,  and  gives  his  aid  and  cooperation 
to  all  movements  for  the  general  good. 


CHARLES  HENRY  GETCHELL. 

Scarcely  a  name  can  be  suggested  that  has  been  more  closely  connected  with 
the  growth  of  Des  Moines  than  that  of  Charles  Henry  Getchell,  now  deceased. . 
For  nearly  forty  years  he  was  engaged  in  lumber  and  other  lines  of  business  in 
this  city,  gaining  recognition  as  one  of  the  most  public-spirited  citizens.  The  ex¬ 
tent  and  value  of  his  unselfish  work,  however,  will  never  be  known,  as  he  was 
a  man  of  modest  disposition  and  literally  obeyed  the  scriptural  injunction  “let 
not  thy  left  hand  know  what  thy  right  hand  doeth.”  He  was  born  at  North 
Anson,  Maine,  March  22,  1841,  a  son  of  H.  F.  and  Frances  A.  (Burr)  Getchell. 
The  father  belonged  to  a  well-to-do  family  of  the  New  England  states.  He 
came  to  Des  Moines  in  1861  and  for  a  number  of  years  was  identified  with  the 
lumber  business.  Five  children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Getchell  grew  to  maturity: 
Charles  Henry,  the  subject  of  this  review;  Mrs.  George  Tichenor,  of  New  York; 
Fred,  who  died  some  years  ago  at  Oakland,  California;  Mrs.  Helen  Kimball,  of 
New  York,  and  Edwin  F.,  of  Chicago. 

Charles  Henry  Getchell  received  his  education  in  the  public  schools  of  the 
Pine  Tree  state.  His  father’s  friend,  Mr.  Bodfish  was  the  owner  of  a  line  of 
deep  water  freight  vessels  and  as  a  boy  Charles  made  a  voyage  on  a  sailing  boat. 
His  experiences  at  sea  covered  a  period  of  about  two  years  but,  having  finally 
decided  not  to  adopt  a  seafaring  life,  he  came  with  other  members  of  the  family 
to  Des  Moines  and  entered  the  lumber  business  with  George  Tichenor  under  the 
title  of  Getchell  &  Tichenor,  the  location  of  the  yards  being  at  Seventh  and  Lo¬ 
cust  streets,  then  well  out  upon  the  edge  of  the  town. 

The  spirit  of  adventure  was  still  dominant  in  the  young  man  and  accordingly, 
in  1862,  with  Edward  Mitchell  and  Lyman  P.  Munger  he  started  for  Montana 
upon  a  gold  prospecting  expedition.  In  later  years  he  related  many  stories  of 
the  trials,  privations  and  dangers  of  the  pioneer  days  spent  in  a  lawless  country 
where  human  life  was  held  lightly.  Salt  Lake  City  was  the  nearest  assay  office 
and  the  prospectors  were  compelled  to  make  periodical  trips  to  that  place  to 
dispose  of  their  gold  dust.  The  journey  required  several  weeks  to  complete,  and 
not  infrequently  persons  would  leave  the  camp  for  Salt  Lake  City  and  never 
be  seen  again.  The  suspicion  of  the  miners  being  aroused,  Mr.  Getchell  and 
others  determined  to  discover  the  secret  surrounding  the  disappearance  of  their 
companions.  As  the  result  of  a  thorough  investigation  a  ranch  owner,  who 
conducted  a  halfway  house,  was  arrested  and  with  the  hangman’s  noose  about 
his  neck  he  confessed  to  many  crimes  and  directed  the  party  to  a  spot  behind 
the  ranch  buildings  where  the  charred  remains  of  many  unfortunate  travelers 
were  found.  A  vigilance  committee  promptly  put  an  end  to  this  career  of  law¬ 
lessness. 

Mr.  Getchell  returned  to  Des  Moines  about  1865  and,  with  his  father  and 
brothers,  reentered  the  lumber  business  under  the  title  of  H.  F.  Getchell  &  Sons. 
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The  firm  branched  out  rapidly  and  established  almost  the  first  line  of  yards  in 
the  state.  The  Getchells  also  maintained  their  wholesale  yard  in  Chicago.  Mr. 
Getchell  did  not  devote  his  entire  attention  to  the  lumber  business,  as  he  was 
interested  in  a  number  of  substantial  Des  Moines  concerns,  being  one  of  the 
organizers  of  the  Des  Moines  National  Bank  and  for  many  years  vice  president 
and  director.  He  was  president  of  the  Getchell  &  Martin  Lumber  &  Manufac¬ 
turing  Company,  and  was  interested  in  business  enterprises  with  many  of  the 
old  settlers.  He  was  a  factor  in  bringing  the  North  Western  Railroad  to  Des 
Moines,  and  was  an  officer  and  director  of  the  Narrow  Gauge  Railway  Company, 
which  was  later  sold  to  the  North  Western  Company. 

In  1867  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Rachel  E.  Ankeney,  of  Xenia, 
Ohio,  and  of  their  five  children  three  are  now  living:  Mrs.  E.  S.  Van  Gordo" 
of  Audubon,  Iowa  ;  and  Mrs.  Rachel  Rollins  and  John  A.,  both  of  Des  Moines. 
Henry  Frank  died  November,  1908,  and  Mrs.  Frank  S.  Jacquith  died  twelve  years 
ago.  The  original  home  of  the  family  was  at  the  corner  of  Ninth  and  Locust 
streets,  which  was  the  site  of  a  brick  schoolhouse,  one  of  the  first  in  the  county. 
In  1884  the  family  took  up  its  residence  at  Thirty-fifth  and  Grand  avenue,  con¬ 
tinuing  there  until  the  house  was  destroyed  by  fire  in  1902. 

Mr.  Getchell  never  sought  the  honors  of  public  office,  although  he  took  the 
interest  of  a  patriotic  citizen  in  public  affairs.  In  company  with  C.  A.  Dudley 
he  founded  the  Des  Moines  Public  Library  and  was  a  member  of  its  first  board 
of  managers.  He  was  one  of  the  promoters  of  the  old  Exposition  building  in  the 
early  ’yos  on  the  spot  where  the  Iliad  now  stands.  He  was  never  a  member  of 
clubs  or  secret  societies,  preferring  above  all  else  the  peaceful  atmosphere  of 
his  own  home.  He  was  identified  with  the  Plymouth  Congregational  church  and 
was  a  liberal  contributor  to  its  support.  For  many  years  he  took  a  lively  in¬ 
terest  in  kindergarten  work  and  before  the  system  was  attached  to  the  public 
schools  he  built  a  cottage  in  the  rear  of  his  residence  for  die  use  of  Mrs.  Lucy 
B.  Collins,  one  of  the  pioneer  kindergartners  of  the  state. 

This  generous-spirited  man  and  worthy  citizen  was  called  from  earthly 
scenes  January  25,  1903,  after  suffering  for  many  years  from  diabetes,  which 
the  physicians  found  at  last  to  be  incurable.  His  remains  were  deposited  in  their 
last  resting  place  at  Woodland  cemetery  and  an  appropriate  monument  now  marks 
the  spot.  Mr.  Getchell  was  a  man  of  large  business  capacity,  sturdy  character 
and  unsullied  integrity.  Modest  in  demeanor,  he  could  yet  use  great  decision 
when  necessary,  and  he  seldom  formulated  plans  of  importance  which  he  did 
not  carry  to  a  successful  conclusion.  To  his  family  he  was  a  devoted  husband 
and  father,  and  as  a  friend  he  was  ever  kind,  generous  and  true. 


R.  M.  MOUNT. 

R.  M.  Mount,  senior  member  of  the  firm  of  Mount  &  Gilmore,  abstracters 
and  attorneys  of  Des  Moines,  was  born  in  Knox  county,  Illinois,  November  21, 
1851.  His  father.  William  Mount,  a  native  of  Ohio,  removed  to  Illinois  in  1850 
and  followed  the  occupation  of  farming  in  Knox  county,  where  he  continued 
his  residence  up  to  the  time  of  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1902.  In  early  man¬ 
hood  he  wedded  Miss  Mary  E.  Mahon,  a  native  of  Virginia,  who  died  in  1900. 

R.  M.  Mount  pursued  his  education  in  the  public  schools  of  Knox  county  and 
in  Abingdon  College,  of  Abingdon,  Illinois.  Deciding  to  make  the  practice  of 
iaw  his  life  work  he  then  began  studying  in  preparation  for  the  bar  at  Gales¬ 
burg,  Illinois,  and  was  admitted  to  practice  in  1880,  upon  successfully  passing 
the  required  examination.  He  located  for  practice  at  Corning,  Iowa,  where  he 
remained  for  two  years,  and  in  March,  1883,  came  to  Des  Moines.  Here  he 
formed  a  partnership  under  the  firm  name  of  Mount  &  Pease,  which  continued 
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until  1888,  after  which  Mr.  Mount  practiced  alone  for  seventeen  years,  or  until 
1905,  when  the  firm  of  Mount  &  Gilmore  was  formed  and  has  since  existed. 
On  coming  to  Des  Moines  Mr.  Mount  not  only  engaged  in  the  practice  of  law, 
but  also  turned  his  attention  to  the  abstract  business,  which  he  has  followed, 
and  the  members  of  the  firm  are  now  successful .  and  prominent  as  abstracters 
and  attorneys,  being  accorded  a  liberal  clientage  in  both  lines. 

In  1872,  in  Knoxville,  Illinois,  Mr.  Mount  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Melissa  J.  Burner,  a  native  of  Knox  county,  born  in  1855,  and  a  daughter  of 
Daniel  G.  Burner,  an  old  and  respected  resident  of  Knox  county.  He  was 
reared  in  the  same  part  of  the  state  as  Abraham  Lincoln  and  they  were  life¬ 
long  acquaintances  and  friends.  His  wife  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Melissa 
Gunn.  Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mount  have  been  born  three  children:  Nellie,  now 
the  wife  of  M.  T.  Gilmore;  E.  B.,  an  attorney,  practicing  at  Thompson,  Iowa; 
and  Ila. 

The  family  hold  membership  in  Plymouth  Congregational  church,  in  which 
Mr.  Mount  also  serves  as  deacon.  He  gives  his  political  support  to  the  repub¬ 
lican  party,  and  is  interested  in  all  matters  pertaining  to  progressive  citizenship 
and  to  the  welfare  and  upbuilding  of  the  community,  with  which  he  has  been 
continuously  identified  for  more  than  twenty-seven  years.  He  has  made  for 
himself  a  creditable  position  in  professional  circles,  while  among  those  whom 
he  has  met  socially  he  has  gained  many  warm  friends. 


ELLIS  G.  LINN,  M.  D. 

Dr.  Ellis  G.  Linn,  one  of  the  leading  specialists  of  Des  Moines,  enjoys  a 
very  satisfactory  practice  as  an  ophthalmologist,  otologist  and  laryngologist.  He 
was  born  January  5,  1863,  in  Brownsville,  Pennsylvania,  a  son  of  Andrew  L. 
and  Ruth  Ann  (Baily)  Linn.  They  were  married  in  Uniontown,  Pennsylvania, 
in  1852,  and  came  to  Iowa  in  1865.  The  father  was  of  English  lineage  and 
the  mother  belonged  to  one  of  the  old  Quaker  families  of  the  Keystone  state. 
For  many  years  Andrew  L.  Linn  remained  a  resident  of  Iowa  but  moved  to 
Dakota  in  1884,  where  he  passed  away  in  December,  1908. 

Ellis  G.  Linn  was  but  two  years  of  age  when  his  parents  came  to  the  middle 
west,  establishing  their  home  in  Mount  Pleasant,  Iowa,  where  he  pursued  his 
education  in  the  public  schools.  After  teaching  for  some  years  he  determined 
to  engage  in  the  practice  of  medicine  as  a  life  work  and  to  this  end  entered 
ihe  Hahnemann  Medical  College  of  Chicago  from  which  he  was  graduated  with 
the  class  of  1889.  After  he  had  completed  his  medical  course  he  located  in 
Mount  Pleasant,  continuing  in  general  practice  in  partnership  with  Dr.  G.  E. 
Smith  until  1904,  when  he  determined  to  specialize  in  the  treatment  of  diseases 
of  the  eye,  ear,  nose  and  throat.  Two  years  were  given  to  careful  and  com¬ 
prehensive  study  in  that  specialty  in  Chicago,  Vienna  and  London,  and  he 
then  opened  an  office  in  Des  Moines,  where  he  has  since  1906  concentrated  his 
energies  upon  his  specialty,  in  which  he  has  won  a  very  gratifying  practice,  his 
skill  and  ability  in  this  field  being  widely  recognized.  He  is  known  in  financial 
circles  as  a  director  of  the  Commercial  Savings  Bank. 

On  the  30th  of  August,  1888,  at  Trenton,  Iowa,  Dr.  Linn  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Miss  Clara  Agnes  Smith,  a  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  D.  Smith, 
pioneers  of  Henry  county.  Mrs.  Linn  has  a  large  circle  of  friends  and  is 
favorably  known  in  church  and  social  circles.  Their  children  are:  Earl  Smith, 
born  at  Mount  Pleasant,  March  9,  1890;  and  Elbert  Ellis,  born  at  Mount 
Pleasant,  March  15,  1898. 

The  family  attend  the  Methodist  church,  of  which  all  are  members.  Dr. 
Linn  belongs  to  a  number  of  medical  societies  and  to  various  branches  of 
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Masonry,  of  which  he  is  a  past  worshipful  master  and  a  past  eminent  com¬ 
mander  of  Knights  Templar.  He  belongs  to  the  Golf  and  Country  Club  and 
also  to  the  Grant  Club,  which  is  an  indication  of  his  political  views  for  he  has 
ever  been  a  stalwart  advocate  of  republican  principles  since  age  conferred  upon 
him  the  right  of  franchise.  He  is  a  strong  and  purposeful  man,  ready  at  all 
times  to  meet  the  urgency  of  the  hour  because  of  his  broad  knowledge  and 
wide  experience,  and  not  only  in  professional  connections  but  also  as  a  citizen 
and  in  social  circles  he  is  accorded  a  prominent  and  enviable  position. 


WILLIAM  LEWIS  READ. 

William  Lewis  Read  who,  in  the  field  of  general  practice,  has  a  business  un¬ 
surpassed  in  extent  and  importance  by  that  of  any  lawyer  in  Iowa,  was  born 
at  Short  Creek,  in  Harrison  county,  Ohio,  May  15,  1851.  His  father,  Ambrose 
Read,  was  a  native  of  Guernsey  county,  Ohio,  and  was  of  English  descent,  the 
first  representatives  of  the  family  in  America  settling  in  eastern  Maryland  in 
early  colonial  days.  He  married  Miss  Mary  Ann  Lewis,  a  native  of  Harrison 
county,  Ohio.  Her  ancestors  were  from  Wales  and  settled  in  Virginia  in  early 
colonial  days.  They  were  members  of  the  society  of  Friends  or  Quakers  and 
she  became  a  birthright  member  of  that  society. 

Spending  his  youthful  days  in  his  parents  home,  William  Lewis  Read  pur¬ 
sued  his  early  education  in  the  village  schools  of  Hopedale,  Ohio,  and  following 
the  removal  of  the  family  to  Iowa  in  1861  he  attended  the  country  schools  of 
Scott  and  Polk  counties  and  later  the  East  Des  Moines  high  school  and  the 
Iowa  State  University.  His  legal  education  was  obtained  in  the  law  department 
of  the  university,  from  which  he  was  graduated  with  the  LL.  B.  degree  in  1875. 
In  the  meantime  he  aided  in  the  improvement  and  operation  of  the  home  farm 
but  thinking  to  find  a  professional  career  more  congenial,  he  turned  his  attention 
to  the  practice  of  law  and  since  his  graduation  has  been  a  member  of  the  legal 
fraternity  of  Des  Moines,  locating  in  the  capital  city  in  April,  1876.  Ten  years 
later  he  was  joined  by  his  brother,  John  M.  Read,  in  a  partnership  under  the 
firm  name- of  Read  &  Read  and  since  1907  his  son,  Ralph  L.  Read,  has  also  been 
a  member  of  the  firm.  He  has  not  specialized  in  any  particular  branch  of  the 
law  to  the  exclusion  of  other  branches  but  has  continued  in  general  practice  and 
has  been  very  successful.  He  has  been  connected  with  many  important  cases  in 
the  conduct  and  trial  of  which  he  has  proven  his  ability,  his  analytical  power 
and  his  force  and  logic  in  argument.  His  name  now  figures  prominently  in 
financial  circles  for  he  is  a  director  of  the  Capital  City  State  Bank,  has  for 
years  been  a  director  of  the  Des  Moines  Fire  Insurance  Company,  of  the  Capital 
Insurance  Company  and  of  the  Merchants  &  Bankers  Insurance  Company. 

On  the  25th  of  September,  1882,  Mr.  Read  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Juliet  E.  McMurray  and  they  have  one  son,  Ralph  L.  Read,  and  a  daughter, 
Helen  Read.  The  son  married  Catherine  Kurtz  and  has  a  son,  William  Lewis 
Read,  who  was  born  September  28,  1907. 

When  age  conferred  upon  Mr.  Read  the  right  of  franchise  he  gave  his  po¬ 
litical  support  to  the  republican  party,  advocating  its  principles  until  1872,  when 
he  supported  Horace  Greeley.  He  afterward  voted  with  the  greenback  party 
and  is  now  a  democrat  but  has  never  been  a  partisan.  His  changes  in  political 
allegiance  indicate  the  fearlessness  with  which  he  has  ever  espoused  a  cause 
in  which  he  believes.  He  is  a  prominent  Scottish  Rite  Mason  of  the  thirty- 
third  degree  and  belongs  to  Za-Ga-Zig  Temple  of  the  Mystic  Shrine.  He  also 
holds  membership  with  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  the  Des  Moines  Club  and  the 
University  Club,  while  his  religious  faith  is  that  of  the  Unitarian  church.  He 
has  ever  been  a  man  of  broad  liberal  views,  never  looking  at  life  from  a  narrow 
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or  contracted  standpoint,  and  his  progressive  spirit  is  manifest  in  every  phase 
of  his  business,  political  and  social  activity.  His  time  and  energies  have  been 
chiefly  concentrated  upon  his  professional  duties  and  his  devotion  co  his  clients 
interests  is  proverbial.  His  pronounced  ability  is  indicated  in  the  extensive 
clientage  that  has  been  accorded  him  and  in  many  notable  victories  which  he 
has  won  in  the  courts. 


JOHN  F.  KLINE. 

John  F.  Kline,  one  of  the  leading  agriculturists  and  well  known  residents  of 
Allen  township,  was  born  in  that  township  on  the;  6th  of  October,  1871.  His 
father,  Jacob  Kline,  whose  birth  occurred  in  Pennsylvania  on  the  20th  of  Au¬ 
gust,  1844,  is  a  son  of  John  Kline,  a  native  of  Germany.  Jacob  Kline  came  to 
Iowa  in  the  spring  of  1859  and  has  resided  here  continuously  since,  now  own¬ 
ing  and  operating  a  farm  of  sixty  acres  on  section  31,  Allen  township,  Polk 
county.  In  early  manhood  he  wedded  Miss  Regina  Rothfus,  a  native  of  Gei- 
•nany  and  a  daughter  of  Gottlob  Rothfus.  She  passed  away  on  the  17th 
of  March,  1890,  but  is  still  survived  by  her  brother  John,  who  is  now  a  resident 
of  Bighorn,  Montana.  By  her  marriage  to  Jacob  Kline  she  had  five  children 
the  record  of  whom  is  as  follows:  John  F.,  of  this  review;  Lewis,  who  wedded 
Miss  Elsie  Griffee,  and  resides  in  Des  Moines ;  Albert,  who  is  deceased ;  Fred¬ 
erick,  who  lives  in  Spokane,  Washington;  and  Anna  R.,  who  is  the  wife  of 
Earl  Kennedy  and  makes  her  home  in  Warren  county,  Iowa.  Jacob  Kline  gives 
his  political  allegiance  to  the  democracy  and  has  held  all  of  the  township  offices. 
The  period  of  his  residence  in  Polk  county  now  covers  more  than  a  half  cen¬ 
tury  and  he  enjoys  a  wide  and  favorable  acquaintance  within  its  borders. 

John  F.  Kline,  whose  name  introduces  this  review,  has  followed  farming 
throughout  his  entire  business  career  with  excellent,  results.  He  resides  on  a 
fine  farm  of  eighty  acres  on  section  33,  Allen  township,  ana  also  owns  a  quarter 
section  of  land  in  Allen  township,  Warren  county.  In  connection  with  the  tilling 
of  the  soil  he  devotes  considerable  attention  to  the  raising  of  stock,  making  a 
specialty  of  Poland  China  hogs.  All  of  the  buildings  on  his  property,  including 
a  residence,  barns  and  other  outbuildings  for  the  shelter  of  grain  and  stock,  are 

substantial  and  up-to-date.  .  .  n  . 

On  Christmas  day,  1895?  Mr.  Kline  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Lame 

Keeney,  a  native  of  Allen  township,  this  county,  and  a  daughter  of  B.  K. 
and  Martha  Keeney,  who  were  born  in  Iowa  and  Indiana  respectively.  Unto 
our  subject  and  his  wife  have  been  born  six  children,  namely:  Florence,  who  is 
fourteen  years  of  age;  Bertha,  twelve  years  of  age;  Albeit,  a  lad  of  ten  years, 
Floyd,  who  is  eight  years  of  age;  Ruth  ;  and  Marion. 

In  politics  Mr.  Kline  is  a  democrat,  while  fraternally  he  is  identified  with  the 
Brotherhood  of  American  Yeomen.  Both  he  and  his  wife  are  well  known  and 
highly  esteemed  throughout  the  community  in  which  they  have  spent  their  entire 
lives,  the  circle  of  their  friends  being  almost  coextensive  with  the  circle  of  then- 
acquaintances. 


DWIGHT  N.  LEWIS. 

Dwight  N.  Lewis,  of  Des  Moines,  assistant  commerce  counsel  of  the  state, 
one  of  the  most  important  appointive  positions  in  the  commonwealth,  is  a 
native  of  Oskaloosa,  Iowa.  He  is  the  son  of  David  and  Anna  Barbel  (Lukens  ) 
Lewis.  The  father  served  in  an  Illinois  regiment  during  the  Civil  war  and 
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passed  away  some  years  later,  the  noble  mother  rearing  a  family  of  four  chil¬ 
dren  by  her  own  unassisted  efforts. 

The  Lewis  family  is  descended  from  the  Garrets  and  Schooleys,  of  Mary¬ 
land,  and  the  Lukens’,  Barbers’,  and  Lewis’,  of  Eastern  Ohio.  The  ancestors 
were  mostly  Quakers, t  members  of  the  family  going  from  Pennsylvania  as 
pioneers  into  Ohio  in  the  latter  part  of  the  eighteenth  century.  Grandfather 
Moses  Lukens  settled  near  Cadiz,  Harrison  county,  Ohio,  and  was  one  of  the 
prominent  abolitionists  prior  to  the  Civil  war.  He  maintained  a  station  of  the 
famous  underground  railway,  the  route  leading  from  Wheeling  to  the  great 
lakes,  and  across  the  state  of  Ohio.  The  attic  of  the  Lukens’  home  was  often 
well  filled  with  escaped  slaves  on  their  way  to  Canada  and  freedom.  The  men 
of  the  family  were  accustomed  to  escorting  the  fugitives  to  the  next  station  in 
the  night  time,  as  it  would  have  led  to  almost  certain  arrest  had  they  attemped 
to  travel  in  daylight.  The  great-grandmother,  Ann  Schoolev,  herself  descended 
from  slave  owning  parents,  was  one  of  the  heroic  women  of  the  times,  and  was 
uncompromising  in  her  opposition  to  slavery,  and  she  lived  to  see  the  chains 
stricken  from  four  million  fellow  beings  in  the  south.  The  family  history, 
politically,  has  been  whig,  anti-slavery  and  republican. 

Dwight  N.  Lewis  received  his  early  education  in  the  public  schools  of  Oska- 
loosa  and  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  subsequently  becoming  a  student  in  the  law  de¬ 
partment  of  Drake  University,  from  which  he  was  graduated  with  the  degree 
of  LL.B.  in  1893,  being  immediately  thereafter  admitted  to  the  bar.  Since 
the  age  of  sixteen  years  he  has  made  active  use  of  his  energies,  the  only  time 
that  he  has  lost  being  a  period  of  three  weeks,  during  which  he  was  confined 
to  his  home  by  illness.  He  began  his  active  career  in  the  employ  of  the  Des 
Moines  White  Bronze  Works,  later  becoming  connected  with  the  Des  Moines 
Jobbers  and  Manufacturers’  Association  as  clerk  and  stenographer.  From  1899 
to  May,  1911,  he  filled  the  position  of  secretary  of  the  state  railroad  commis¬ 
sion,  performing  his  duties  with  a  fidelity  and  efficiency  which  met  with  the 
warm  approval  of  the  commissioners  and  the  people  of  the  state.  He  resigned 
in  order  to  take  the  appointment  of  assistant  commerce  counsel. 

He  has  found  time  outside  the  duties  of  office  to  assist  others  on  the  way  to 
becoming  responsible  citizens.  As  the  leader  of  a  large  Sunday  school  class  of 
young  men,  he  has  developed  a  spirit  of  self-help  and  self-respect  in  many  boys 
and  young  men  that  has  changed  the  whole  current  of  their  lives.  Many  interest¬ 
ing  features  are  connected  with  his  class  work,  which  are  being  adopted  by  many 
other  competent  teachers  in  various  parts  of  the  country.  Fraternally  he  is  con¬ 
nected  with  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  in  political  affiliation  is  identified  with  the 
republican  party. 


THOMAS  F.  FLYNN. 

Thomas  F.  Flynn,  banker  and  capitalist,  who  now  figures  prominently  in 
connection  with  the  financial  circles  of  Des  Moines  as  vice  president  and  director 
of  the  Peoples  Savings  Bank,  came  by  inheritance  into  close  connection  with 
moneyed  and  business  interests  of  the  city,  but  it  is  by  personal  worth  and  ability 
that  his  reputation  for  keen  discernment  and  successful  management  was  main¬ 
tained.  He  is  a  western  man  by  birth  and  training  and  the  spirit  of  enterprise 
which  has  ever  been  characteristic  of  the  west  in  its  rapid  and  substantial  growth 
finds  apt  expression  in  the  life  of  Thomas  F.  Flynn.  He  was  born  in  Douglas 
county,  Nebraska,  September  14,  18 66,  a  son  of  Martin  Flynn,  whose  record  of 
continuous  progress  from  a  most  humble  financial  position  to  that  of  president 
of  the  Peoples  Savings  Bank  constitutes  an  example  well  worthy  of  emulation. 
Extended  mention  of  the  father  is  made  upon  another  page  of  this  volume. 
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Martin  Flynn  became  the  owner  of  valuable  landed  possessions  and  it  was  amid 
the  environment  of  farm  life  that  Thomas  F.  Flynn  spent  his  youthful  days. 
He  pursued  his  education  in  the  country  schools  of  Walnut  township,  Polk  county, 
Iowa,  and  also  at  home  under  the  direction  of  a  governess  before  entering  Notre 
Dame  University  of  Indiana.  He  therein  pursued  the  scientific  course  and  was 
graduated  with  the  class  of  1882.  Returning  home  he  became  associated  with 
his  father  in  the  conduct  of  extensive  and  important  farming  interests  and  also 
in  the  management  of  large  stock-raising  and  financial  enterprises.  He  is  today 
one  of  the  leading  members  of  the  Flynn  Farm  Company  and  the  Flynn  Sheep 
Company,  owning  and  conducting  an  extensive  ranch  in  Wyoming  whereon  are 
found  thousands  of  sheep.  His  association  with  the  Peoples  Savings  Bank  of 
Des  Moines  has  been  an  element  in  the  successful  management  of  that  institu¬ 
tion  of  which  his  father  was  president  at  the  time  of  his  death.  The  son  is 
now  vice  president  and  director  and  his  opinions  concerning  the  managerial 
policy  of  the  business  have  been  embodied  in  successfully  conducting  and  in 
expanding  business  relations  for  the  institution. 

In  June,  1908,  at  Fort  Worth,  Texas,  Mr.  Flynn  was  married  to  Miss  Ida 
May  Crowley,  a  daughter  of  B.  F.  and  Ida  Crowley,  pioneer  residents  of  the 
northern  part  of  the  Lone  Star  state.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Flynn  have  one  child, 
Marion  W.,  born  in  Des  Moines.  The  parents  are  members  of  St.  Ambrose 
Catholic  church,  to  the  support  of  which  they  contribute  liberally.  Mr.  Flynn 
belongs  to  the  Des  Moines  Club  and  to  the  Golf  and  Country  Club,  of  both  of 
which  he  is  a  prominent  representative,  his  genial  manner,  social  disposition,  ready 
wit  and  sterling  worth  making  him  popular  in  the  membership  of  both  associa¬ 
tions.  Politically  he  is  a  progressive  republican  and  his  support  of  the  party 
is  the  result  of  his  thorough  investigation  into  the  vital  and  significant  problems 
and  issues  of  the  day.  He  is  justly  accounted  one  of  the  strong  figures  in 
financial  circles  in  Des  Moines  and  belongs  to  that  progressive  type  of  business 
men  who  are  constantly  reaching  out  into  broader  fields  and  seeking  success 
along  advanced  lines  whereby  public  prosperity  as  well  as  individual  success 
may  be  conserved. 


C.  J.  ENGLEEN. 

Sweden  has  assisted  very  materially  through  her  promising  sons  and  daugh¬ 
ters  in  the  upbuilding  of  Des  Moines  and  the  state  of  Iowa.  By  their  energy, 
thrift  and  good  character  the  citizens  of  Swedish  birth  have  not  only  added 
greatly  to  the  wealth  of  the  community,  but  have  contributed  also  toward  the 
maintenance  of  a  high  standard  in  business  and  social  relations.  Among  the 
Swedish  citizens  of  Des  Moines  C.  J.  Engleen  has  attained  an  enviable  stand¬ 
ing  on  account  of  his  business  talent  and  progressive  spirit.  He  was  born  in 
Dalecarlia,  Sweden,  June  24,  1866,  a  son  of  Carl  and  Christine  Louise  (Pjerro) 
Engleen,  the  former  of  whom  was  born  October  23,  1842,  and  the  latter  Oc¬ 
tober  10,  1847.  There  were  eight  children  in  the  family  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  En¬ 
gleen :  C.  J.,  the  subject  of  this  review;  Christine  Charlotte,  now  the  wife  of 
E.  N.  Peterson,  of  Ogden,  Iowa ;  Emma,  the  wife  of  John  Reagan,  of  Greeley, 
Colorado ;  Herman,  Martin,  Ellis  and  Albin,  all  of  Ogden,  Iowa ;  and  Josephine, 
the  wife  of  Martin  Sandeen,  of  Ogden,  Iowa. 

C.  J.  Engleen  came  to  America  with  his  parents  in  1869  and  received  his 
preliminary  education  in  the  district  schools  of  Iowa,  later  becoming  a  student 
at  Augustana  College  at  Rock  Island,  Illinois.  He  early  became  acquainted  with 
the  details  of  agriculture  and  stock-raising  but,  not  being  attracted  to  agricultural 
pursuits,  he  identified  himself  with  the  drug  business  in  1885  and  has  ever  since 
continued  in  that  line.  In  1893  he  came  to  Des  Moines  and  seven  years  later, 
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having  acquired  the  necessary  capital,  associated  himself  with  J.  W.  Eade  and 
purchased  half  of  the  Sandholm  Drug  Company’s  stock.  Three  years  later 
they  purchased  the  other  half  of  the  stock  and  changed  the  firm  name  to  En- 
gleen-Eade  Drug  Company.  By  good  management  and  polite  attention  to  cus¬ 
tomers  the  firm  has  grown  rapidly  in  popular  favor  and  has  attained  substantial 
financial  standing  in  the  community. 

On  the  6th  of  May,  1891,  Mr.  Engleen  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Mary 
A.  Eade,  who  was  born  in  Iowa  county,  Wisconsin,  May  27,  1867,  and  is  a  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Nicholas  and  Josephine  Eade.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Engleen  have  one  child, 
Marie  Louise,  who  was  born  November  17,  1892. 

Mr.  Engleen  has  won  his  way  to  his  present  position  among  his  asso¬ 
ciates  by  well  directed  energy  and  enterprise,  and  today  he  stands  as  one  of 
the  live  factors  in  the  business  circles  of  this  city.  He  is  not  allied  with  any 
political  party,  preferring  to  be  independent  and  to  cast  his  ballot  for  the  mail 
rather  than  in  support  of  any  part  organization.  Religiously  he  is  identified 
with  the  Lutheran  church.  He  is  a  man  of  pronounced  social  instincts  and  is 
a  valued  member  of  the  Odd  Fellows,  Knights  of  Pythias  and  Elks. 


LEANDER  BOLTON. 

The  name  of  Bolton  is  well  known  in  Des  Moines,  the  family  it  represents 
having  for  many  years  been  prominent  in  this  city.  Leander  Bolton,  who  passed 
away  December  31,  1901,  was  the  eldest  of  four  brothers,  all  of  whom  were 
active  and  efficient  business  men.  He  was  born  at  Connersville,  Fayette  county, 
Indiana,  October  10,  1838,  a  son  of  Evan  N.  Bolton,  record  of  whom  is  given 
in  the  sketch  of  Lewis  E.  Bolton,  which  appears  elsewhere  in  this  work.  Mr. 
Bolton,  together  with  his  parents  came  to  Des  Moines  in  1856,  and  began  his 
business  career  as  clerk  in  a  grocery  store  on  West  Second  street.  Subse¬ 
quently,  he  became  connected  with  the  hardware  firm  of  Childs  &  Howell  and 
in  1866  entered  the  hardware  business  upon  his  own  account  with  Samuel  Mc- 
Kisson,  freighting  hardware  from  here  to  Salt  Lake  City  by  means  of  ox  teams. 
Their  store  was  located  in  East  Locust  street,  just  west  of  Fifth  street.  While 
in  partnership  with  Mr.  McKisson,  Mr.  Bolton  made  two  trips  over  the  plains 
with  ox  teams,  conveying  loads  of  hardware,  which  he  disposed  of  in  the  min¬ 
ing  camps.  In  1873  the  partnership  was  dissolved,  and  he  continued  alone  for 
a  short  time,  after  which  he  was  associated  with  his  brother,  Lewis  E.,  in  the 
same  line  of  business  at  No.  524  East  Locust  street.  They  continued  together 
until  1892,  and  our  subject  then  conducted  the  business  alone.  He  was  very 
successful  not  only  in  the  enterprise  to  which  he  devoted  his  principal  energies 
but  in  other  lines,  serving  for  several  years  as  president  of  the  Bolton  Soap 
Company  and  also  of  the  Building  &  Loan  Association,  which  inaugurated  the 
work  for  the  large  seven  story  structure  at  Fifth  and  Locust  streets.  He  was  a 
director  and  a  stockholder  in  the  Capital  City  Bank,  and  his  advice  was  much 
sought  by  friends  desiring  to  make  safe  investments.  He  was  a  firm  friend  of 
the  east  side  and  owned  considerable  real  estate  in  that  parj;  of  the  city. 

In  1872  Mr.  Bolton  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Belle  I.  Palmer,  and  by 
this  union  two  sons  were  born:  Ralph  and  Lloyd,  the  latter  of  whom  died  Jan¬ 
uary  10,  1906,  at  the  age  of  thirty  years,  just  when  he  was  entering  upon  a  ca¬ 
reer  of  great  promise. 

Mr.  Bolton  took  the  interest  of  a  patriotic  citizen  in  the  upbuilding  of  Des 
Moines,  and  while  he  was  never  a  seeker  for  public  office,  he  served  very  ac¬ 
ceptably  for  three  consecutive  terms  as  alderman  from  the  fifth  ward,  perform¬ 
ing  much  valuable  service  in  that  capacity.  For  one  hundred  days,  near  the 
close  of  the  Civil  war,  he  served  in  the  Union  army.  He  possessed  a  high  sense 
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of  duty,  and  to  his  family  was  a  loving  husband  and  father,  whose  greatest 
happiness  was  found  at  his  own  fireside.  He  lived  to  witness  the  marvelous 
growth  of  his  adopted  city  and  was  one  of  the  willing  instruments  by  which  the 
change  was  wrought. 

The  mother  of  Mrs.  Bolton,  known  as  “Aunt  Becky”  Young,  was  one  of  the 
noted  army  nurses  at  the  time  of  the  Civil  war  and  later  received  many  atten¬ 
tions  at  gatherings  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  showing  that  she  had 
gained  a  remarkable  hold  upon  the  hearts  of  the  old  soldiers.  She  bore  the  maiden 
name  of  Sarah  A.  Graham  and  was  a  native  of  New  York  state.  Her  first  hus¬ 
band,  Mr.  Palmer,  died  before  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  war,  and  in  1862  she 
proffered  her  services  at  Ithaca,  New  York,  as  an  army  nurse.  Having  been  ac¬ 
cepted  she  went  alone  to  Baltimore,  and  thence  to  Blandensburg,  where  the 
Ithaca  company  of  the  One  Hundred  and  Ninth  New  York  Volunteers  were 
stationed.  She  at  once  entered  upon  her  duties  and  when  the  regiment  was 
ordered  to  the  field,  the  entire  command  marched  by  the  hospital  as  a  farewell 
greeting  to  “Aunt  Becky.”  She  had  promised  under  no  circumstances  to  sepa¬ 
rate  from  the  company,  and  Miss  Dix,  then  in  charge  of  the  army  nurses, 
pledged  her  word  that  she  should  go  to  the  front  at  the  very  first  opportunity. 
Accordingly,  on  May  12,  she  started  for  Fredericksburg  and  on  the  following 
day  arrived  at  Belle  Plaine,  being  then  in  the  midst  of  hostilities.  There  she 
began  work  among  the  wounded  faithfully  night  and  day  wherever  her  services 
were  most  needed,  assisting  in  the  principal  hospitals  in  Virginia  until  the  close 
of  the  war.  In  1865  she  returned  to  Ithaca,  New  York,  where  she  was  given  a 
greeting  which  has  been  accorded  few  who  have  ever  entered  that  city.  She 
never  relinquished  her  services  as  an  angel  of  mercy,  and  it  was  largely  through 
her  efforts  that  the  Iowa  Sanitary  Commission  was  organized  May  9,  1898,  for 
the  relief  of  sick  and  wounded  soldiers  in  the  Spanish  war.  She  was  called  to 
her  reward  April  6,  1908,  and  will  be  remembered  by  many  who  never  met  her 
personally  as  the  author  of  a  book  which  was  issued  in  1871,  graphically  setting 
forth  her  experiences  as  an  army  nurse.  In  1867  she  was  married  to  D.  C. 
Young,  a  contractor,  and  came  with  him  the  year  following  to  Des  Moines, 
where  she  resided  during  the  remainder  of  her  life. 


JASPER  CORRINGTON  BENNETT. 

Continuous  advancement  in  educational  circles  by  reason  of  well  developed 
power  and  ability  have  brought  Professor  Jasper  Corrington  Bennett  to  his 
present  position  as  deputy  superintendent  of  public  instruction.  He  was  born 
February  15,  1863,  near  Victoria,  Knox  county,  Illinois.  His  parents  are 
Phineas  and  Semira  Arminta  (Codding)  Bennett.  The  ancestry  of  the  Ben¬ 
nett  family  can  be  traced  back  to  Robert  and  Rebecca  Bennett,  who  came  from 
England  to  Newport,  Rhode  Island,  in  1639.  Robert  was  appointed  tailor  in 
that  year  by  William  Coddington,  who  was  judge  of  Newport  (1639)  and 
governor  of  Portsmouth  and  Newport  in  1640  and  1647,  Horn  whom  Professor 
Bennett  traces  his  ancestry  in  the  maternal  line.  Robert  Bennett,  son  of  Robert 
and  Rebecca  Bennett,  was  born  in  Newport  in  March,  1650,  and  died  in  Ports¬ 
mouth,  Rhode  Island,  in  1722.  He  married  Anne  Cory,  a  daughter  of  William 
and  Mary  (Earl)  Cory.  Robert  Bennett  (Bennit)  of  the  third  generation,  was 
born  in  Portsmouth,  Rhode  Island,  in  1681  and  died  at  Tiverton  in  the  province 
of  Massachusetts  Bay,  in  1746.  His  wife  Amy  survived  him.  Of  their  seven 
children  John  Bennett  was  born  in  Tiverton,  Rhode  Island,  and  died  in  Dart¬ 
mouth,  Massachusetts  (at  Long  Plain),  in  1769.  He  was  married  in  Dartmouth 
in  1741  to  Thankful  Soule,  a  daughter  of  William  and  Rachel  (Allen)  Soule,  a 

lineal  descendant  of  George  Soule,  the  thirty-fifth  signer  of  the  Mayflower 
voi.  n— 9 
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compact,  the  line  being  as  follows:  (5)  Thankful;  (4)  William  and  Rachel; 
(3)  William  and  Hannah;  (2)  George  and  Deborah;  (1)  George  and  Mary 
(Becket). 

Alden  Bennett,  son  of  John  and  Thankful  Bennett,  was  born  in  Dartmouth, 
Massachusetts,  April  24,  1754,  was  married  in  Dutchess  county,  New  York,  in 
1776,  to  Elizabeth  X  ail,  daughter  of  Sampson  and  Sarah  (Warren)  Vail,  and 
died  at  sea  in  1798.  Their  son,  Isaac  Bennett,  born  in  Dutchess  county,  New 
York,  June  23,  1780,  died  in  Harpursville,  New  York,  March  30,  1812.  In  his 
native  county  on  the  6th  of  March,  1803,  he  was  married  to  Anna  Losee,  a 
daughter  of  Simon  and  Phebe  (Lewis)  Losee.  Their  son,  Joseph  Bennett,  born 
in  Harpersfield,  New  York,  August  31,  1809,  was  married  in  1830  to  Lydia 
Birdsall.  His  death  occurred  in  Harpursville  in  1884.  Phineas  Bennett,  the 
third  son  of  Joseph  and  Lydia  Bennett,  was  born  in  Otsego  county,  Xew  York, 
July  29,  1839.  He  was  married  May  3,  1862,  to  Semira  Arminta  Codding,  a 
daughter  of  Albert  Burt  and  Abigail  Permelia  (Jones)  Codding,  a  descendant 
of  William  Coddington.  first  governor  of  Portsmouth,  Rhode  Island,  and  also 
of  the  Thayer  family,  Deacon  George  Codding  having  married  a  Thayer.  The 
line  of  descent  is  Deacon  George  Codding,  Burt  Codding,  Albert  Burt  and 
Semira,  who  became  the  wife  of  Phineas  Bennett  and  is  the  mother  of  the  sub¬ 
ject  of  this  sketch. 

Phineas  Bennett  was  but  three  years  of  age  when  the  family  removed  to 
Illinois,  he  and  his  mother  going  as  far  as  Chicago  by  way  of  the  lakes,  and 
bv  stage  from  that  point  to  Lafayette.  He  cast  his  first  presidential  vote  for 
Abraham  Lincoln  in  i860.  In  Cambridge,  Henry  county,  Illinois,  in  1862,  he 
married  Semira  A.  Codding,  who  was  born  in  Medina  county,  Ohio,  January  31, 
1843,  and  was  taken  by  her  parents  to  Knox  county,  Illinois,  in  August  of  the 
same  year.  Following  their  marriage  they  lived  on  a  farm  near  Victoria,  until 
March,  1874,  when  they  removed  to  Ringgold  county,  Iowa,  where  they  now 
reside. 

Professor  Bennett  was  educated  in  the  rural  schools,  the  Mt.  Ayr  high  school, 
the  Elliott  Business  College  at  Burlington,  Iowa,  from  which  he  was  grad¬ 
uated  with  the  degree  of  Master  of  Accounts,  and  in  Western  Normal  Col¬ 
lege  at  Shenandoah,  Iowa,  where  he  secured  the  degree  of  B.  S.  in  1890. 
Early  in  his  business  career  he  secured  the  position  of  assistant  bookkeeper  with 
the  A.  G.  Adams  Boot  &  Shoe  Company  of  Burlington,  Iowa,  and  later  was 
engaged  as  an  expert  accountant  in  Burlington.  Subsequently  he  became  book¬ 
keeper  in  the  Citizens  Bank  of  Mt.  Ayr,  but  resigned  to  enter  the  Western 
Normal  College.  Following  his  graduation  from  that  institution  he  was  made 
surveyor  of  Ringgold  county,  but  resigned  to  turn  his  attention  to  educational 
work.  He  secured  the  position  of  principal  of  the  public  schools  of  Wirt,  now 
Ellston.  and  subsequently  was  principal  at  Conrad,  Iowa.  Later  he  became 
city  superintendent  of  the  Ruthven  schools,  and  afterward  county  superintendent 
of  the  public  schools  of  Ringgold  county,  which  position  he  held  until  he  was 
made  deputy  superintendent  of  public  instruction.  He  is  thus  closely  associated 
with  the  public  school  work  of  Iowa,  and  holding  to  high  ideals  in  the  matter 
of  general  education,  he  has  put  forth  earnest,  practical  and  effective  effort  for 
the  improvement  of  the  schools.  Aside  from  this  he  has  agricultural  inter¬ 
ests  in  Missouri,  owning  a  farm  of  two  hundred  acres  in  the  Ozark  fruit  region. 

On  the  16th  of  August,  1893.  in  Plano,  Johns  township,  Appanoose  county, 
Iowa,  Professor  Bennett  was  married  to  Miss  Louie  Dooley,  a  daughter  of 
John  XTlson  and  Mary  Elizabeth  (Yales)  Dooley.  Mrs.  Bennett’s  ancestry 
in  America,  like  that  of  Mr.  Bennett,  may  be  traced  to  early  colonial  times. 
On  the  paternal  side,  the  name  of  Dooley  appears  in  Virginia  history  long 
before  the  Revolution  and  the  family  was  active  in  the  civil,  militarv  and  re¬ 
ligious  life  of  the  colony.  About  the  close  of  the  Revolution  the  descendants 
of  Captain  Thomas  Dooley,  who  had  died  in  the  army,  joined  Daniel  Boone 


CITY  OF  DES  MOINES  AND  POLK  COUNTY 


173 


in  Kentucky.  The  family  next  moved  to  Indiana  and  later  to  Iowa.  From 
Captain  Thomas  Dooley  the  line  runs  as  follows :  Captain  Thomas  Dooley, 
Thomas  (2d),  Thomas  (3d),  John  Nelson,  Louie  (Dooley)  Bennett.  On 
the  maternal  side,  the  name  of  Wales  appears  in  early  New  England  history  and 
the  family  bore  a  prominent  and  honorable  part  in  all  of  the  activities  of  that 
time.  Mrs.  Bennett’s  ancestors  early  moved  to  Maryland.  Edward  Lloyd  Wales 
and  his  son,  John  Perry,  were  with  Washington  at  Valley  Forge.  From  Ed¬ 
ward  Lloyd  Wales  the  line  is  as  follows:  Edward  Lloyd,  John  Perry,  Leonard, 
Samuel,  Mary  (Wales)  Dooley,  Louie  (Dooley)  Bennett.  Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Bennett  have  been  born  three  children:  Jasper  Carroll,  born  near  Mt.  Ayr, 
in  Ringgold  county,  August  3,  1894;  Corwin  Ruthven,  born  at  Ruthven,  Palo 
Alto  county,  Iowa,  March  11,  1897;  and  Helen  Alberta,  born  at  Mt.  Ayr,  June 
24,  1902. 

Mr.  Bennett  is  a  member  of  the  First  Unitarian  church  and  Mrs.  Bennett 
of  the  Pilgrim  Congregational  church  of  Des  Moines.  Professor  Bennett  be¬ 
longs  to  the  Men’s  Unity  Club  and  the  East  Des  Moines  Commercial  League. 
His  fraternal  relations  are  with  U.  S.  Grant  Camp,  No.  108,  M.  W.  A..  Castle 
Homestead,  No.  49,  of  the  Brotherhood  of  American  Yreomen,  Mt.  Ayr  Lodge, 
No.  169,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  Faith  Lodge,  No.  179,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  at  Mt.  Ayr. 
He  is  a  republican,  without  explanation  or  qualification.  He  cast  his  first  vote 
for  Blaine  and  Logan  in  1884  and  has  been  called  to  several  public  offices,  serv¬ 
ing  as  township  clerk  in  1888  and  1889,  county  surveyor  in  1892  and  1893,  county 
superintendent  from  1900  until  1904,  and  deputy  superintendent  of  public  in¬ 
struction  from  1904  to  the  present  date,  1911. 

He  has  done  much  excellent  work  in  behalf  of  the  schools,  both  in  an  official 
and  non-official  capacity.  He  actively  advocated  the  consolidation  of  all  the 
school  districts  in  Des  Moines,  was  active  in  securing  legislation,  in  securing 
the  petition  and  in  the  preelection  campaign  for  the  new  East  high  school.  He 
did  much  in  supporting  the  laymen  s  movement  in  the  city  campaign  of  1910. 
Lie  is  also  a  member  of  the  Des  Moines  Citizens  Association  and  is  actively 
engaged  in  the  contest  against  the  petition  of  consent  for  mulct  saloons.  His 
influence  is  always  on  the  side  of  progress,  reform  and  improvement.  His 
labors  have  been  practical  and  the  results  thereof  beneficial.  In  educational 
circles  he  won  wide  recognition  because  of  marked  ability,  ancl^  in  his  present 
connection  he  has  done  much  valuable  service  for  the  cause  of  the  schools. 


JAMES  L.  PARRISH. 

James  L.  Parrish,  connected  with  the  law  department  of  the  Chicago,  Rock 
Island  &  Pacific  Railroad  Company,  and  a  practitioner  at  Des  Moines  since 
his  admission  to  the  bar,  was  born  at  Sterling  Valley,  Cayuga  county,  New 
York,  May  9,  1866.  He  is  a  son  of  William  W.  and  Martha  (Harkness)  Par¬ 
rish,  the  former  a  native  at  Cambridge,  New  York,  and  the  latter  of  Delaware 
county,  that  state.  The  father  died  in  the  year  1900,  having  for  five  years  sur¬ 
vived  his  wife,  who  passed  away  in  1895.  The  family  removed  to  the  west 
in  1890  and  James  L.  Parrish  supplemented  his  early  education,  acquired  in 
the  public  schools,  by  study  in  Parsons  College  at  Fairfield,  Iowa.  He  after¬ 
ward  took  up  the  study  of  law,  which  he  pursued  in  the  law  office  of  Harvey 
&  Parrish  at  Leon,  Iowa,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1891.  Immediately 
afterward  he  entered  upon  practice  in  Des  Moines  and  continued  in  general 
practice  in  this  city  until  1905,  becoming  junior  partner  in  the  well  known 
law  firm  of  Parrish,  Dowell  &  Parrish.  His  constantly  increasing  ability  re¬ 
sulting  from  broad  experience  and  thorough  research  as  well  as  a  most  careful 
preparation  of  each  case  brought  him  to  a  position  of  distinction  that  led  to  his 


174 


CITY  OF  DES  MOINES  AND  POLK  COUNTY 


selection  for  the  important  position  which  he  now  occupies  as  legal  representa¬ 
tive  of  the  Chicago,  Rock  Island  &  Pacific  Railroad  Company  in  Iowa. 

On  the  18th  of  August,  1888,  Mr.  Parrish  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Ollie  T.  Clark,  a  daughter  of  I.  N.  and  Elizabeth  Clark.  Their  children  are 
Marie,  J.  L.  and  Willard  C.,  all  yet  at  home.  The  family  attend  the  Presby¬ 
terian  church,  of  which  Mr.  Parrish  is  a  member. 

His  political  allegiance  is  given  to  the  republican  party  and  he  has  an  abiding 
faith  in  the  merits  of  the  constitution  of  the  United  States  and  the  ultimate 
adoption  of  political  principles  which  uphold  it  and  work  for  good  government. 
He  is  a  Mason  of  high  rank,  having  attained  the  thirty-second  degree  of  the 
Scottish  Rite  and  he  also  belongs  to  the  Knights  of  Pythias  fraternity.  He  is 
a  member  of  the  leading  clubs  of  the  city,  including  the  Golf  and  Country, 
Grant,  Hyperion,  Press  and  Des  Moines  Clubs.  In  manner  he  is  free  from 
ostentation  and  display.  His  fellow  townsmen,  however,  appreciate  his  worth 
and  the  consensus  of  public  opinion  places  him  in  the  foremost  rank  of  the  legal 
fraternity  of  Des  Moines.  He  is  found,  too,  where  the  intelligent  men  of  the 
city  are  gathered  in  discussion  of  vital  questions  and  he  stands  as  a  high  type 
of  all  that  is  best  in  manhood  and  citizenship. 


FRED  A.  LEIGHTON. 

The  growth  of  the  creamery  interests  for  twenty-five  years  past  lias  been 
unprecedented,  and  today  the  business  has  reached  an  importance  scarcely 
dreamed  of  in  the  earlier  stages  of  the  movement.  Among  the  men  in  Iowa 
who  have  contributed  largely  to  the  present  desirable  condition  may  be  named 
Fred  A.  Leighton,  of  Des  Moines.  To  him  belongs  the  honor  of  having  been 
the  first  professor  of  dairying  at  the  Iowa  State  Agricultural  College,  the  im¬ 
pulse  he  then  gave  to  the  industry  hastening  it  on  the  path  which  has  led  to  the 
marvelous  results  now  enjoyed. 

He  was  born  at  Portland,  Maine,  June  22,  1862,  the  son  of  Byron  and 
Mary  (Stone)  Leighton.  The  father  was  born  in  Portland  in  1840,  and  served 
in  the  Twenty-second  Maine  Volunteers  at  the  time  of  the  Civil  war.  After 
receiving  his  honorable  discharge  he  returned  to  his  native  city  and  engaged 
in  the  transfer  business.  In  1871,  he  came  with  his  family  to  Osage,  Iowa, 
where  for  many  years  he  was  actively  identified  with  the  agricultural  interests. 
The  mother  of  our  subject  was  married  to  Mr.  Leighton  September  16,  i860, 
and  is  now  living  at  Osage.  The  grandfather,  Adam  Leighton,  was  a  well 
known  stock  dealer  in  the  Pine  Tree  state,  and  the  Rev.  Jesse  Stone,  the  grand¬ 
father  on  the  mother’s  side,  was  a  Methodist  clergyman  of  considerable  prom¬ 
inence  in  the  east. 

Fred  A.  Leighton  came  to  Iowa  with  his  parents  when  he  was  nine  years 
of  age,  and  was  given  every  desirable  opportunity  of  education.  He  attended 
the  public  schools,  the  Cedar  Valley  Seminary  at  Osage,  and  Osage  College, 
showing  a  proficiency  in  his  studies  which  gave  bright  promise  as  to  his  future 
career.  At  twenty  years  of  age  he  began  in  the  creamery  business  at  Osage, 
later  engaging  in  the  same  line  at  New  Hampton.  Having  shown  unusual 
knowledge  of  all  subjects  pertaining  to  the  business  which  he  had  adopted  as  a 
life  pursuit,  he  was  invited  to  become  a  member  of  the  faculty  of  the  State 
Agricultural  College  at  Ames,  and  for  four  years  filled  most  acceptably  the 
chair  of  professor  of  dairying  in  that  institution.  After  retiring  from  this 
position  he  took  charge  of  the  Beatrice  Creamery  at  Des  Moines.  Beginning 
in  1904  he  has,  through  good  management  built  up  an  extensive  patronage, 
making  this  establishment  one  of  the  important  concerns  of  the  city. 
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On  the  ioth  day  of  February,  1885,  at  Osage,  Mr.  Leighton  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Miss  Ella  M.  Hurd,  whose  parents  settled  in  this  state  many 
years  ago,  and  are  now  living  at  Northwood,  Iowa.  Two  children  have  blessed 
the  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Leighton:  Ethel,  who  was  born  October  3,  1889, 
and  is  now  a  student  at  Drake  University;  and  Jesse  A.,  who  was  born  April 
5,  1898. 

Mr.  Leighton  is  a  valued  member  of  Pioneer  Lodge,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  and 
New  Hampton  Chapter,  R.  A.  M.,  of  New  Hampton,  Iowa.  He  is  also  iden¬ 
tified  with  the  Woodmen  of  the  World  and  the  Odd  Fellows.  Politically,  he 
gives  his  support  to  the  republican  party,  and  in  religious  views  is  in  sympathy 
with  the  Congregational  church.  Mr.  Leighton  has  written  extensively  for  the 
journals  devoted  to  dairying  interests  and  as  a  business  man  he  has  attained 
marked  success.  He  owes  his  good  fortune  to  his  thorough  education  in  a 
calling  for  which  he  was  well  qualified  by  nature  and  inclination  and  to  an  in¬ 
defatigable  industry,  by  means  of  which  he  has  overcome  many  difficulties, 
finally  reaching  a  position  of  acknowledged  standing  as  one  of  the  leaders  in 
Iowa  in  his  particular  specialty.  The  prosperity  that  he  has  attained  is  fully 
merited,  as  it  has  been  acquired  through  strictly  honorable  methods  and  by 
years  of  conscientious  application. 


LEWIS  HYLAND. 

The  opportunities  available  in  Polk  county  for  young  men  of  ambition  and 
energy  are  illustrated  on  many  pages  of  this  work,  but  in  no  instance  are  they 
more  clearly  set  forth  than  in  the  career  of  Lewis  Hyland,  for  eight  years  past 
a  flourishing  business  man  of  Campbell. 

He  was  born  in  England  June  29,  1850,  a  son  of  Lewis  and  Ann  (Taylor) 
Hyland,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  England.  They  came  to  America  in 
1851,  and  after  working  for  two-  years  in  Ohio  Mr.  Hyland  removed  to  Mount 
Pleasant,  Iowa,  where  he  remained  for  about  two  years.  He  then  went  to  Pella, 
Iowa,  and  secured  a  contract  to  build  the  Baptist  College,  continuing  there  for 
about  seven  years.  In  the  winter  of  1861  he  took  up  his  residence  in  Des 
Moines,  believing  that  more  favorable  opportunities  for  a  contractor  could  be 
found  in  that  place,  and  he  engaged  in  his  business  with  marked  success.  He 
retired  from  active  work  in  1881,  devoting  his  attention  to  his' own  properties 
until  1899.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Des  Moines  city  council  for  a  number 
of  years  and  was  highly  respected  by  all  who  knew  him.  The  mother  was 
called  away  in  1902. 

Lewis  Hyland  came  to  America  with  his  parents  in  infancy  and  was  reared 
in  Mount  Pleasant,  Pella  and  Des  Moines,  receiving  his  education  in  the  public 
schools.  He  continued  at  home  until  he  was  twenty-one  years  of  age  and 
then  began  to  learn  the  brickmason’s  trade,  which  he  followed  for  five  years. 
On  June  15,  1874,  he  entered  the  employ  of  the  United  States,  Express  Com¬ 
pany  and  continued  with  this  concern  for  thirteen  years,  his  long  period  of 
service  indicating  the  ability  and  faithfulness  with  which  he  performed  his 
duties.  Having  retired  from  the  express  business  he  rented  a  farm  of  his 
father’s  which  he  cultivated  for  four  years,  and  then  he  bought  the  old  home¬ 
stead  of  two  hundred  and  five  acres,  where  he  now  resides.  This  farm  is 
one  of  the  highly  improved  properties  of  Walnut  township  and  is  now  in 
charge  of  the  sons  of  Mr.  Hyland,  who  have  shown  themselves  to  be  highly 
successful  as  agriculturists  and  stock-raisers.  In  April,  1903,  Mr. .Hyland  pur¬ 
chased  a  general  store  at  Campbell,  which  he  has  since  operated  in  connection 
with  his  brother.  They  carry  a  large  and  well  selected  stock  and  enjoy  a  lucra¬ 
tive  patronage.  Mr.  Hyland  also  operates  a  grain  elevator,  is  local  agent  of 
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the  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Railway  and  the  Wells  Fargo  Express  Com¬ 
pany,  and  is  efficiently  conducting  the  affairs  of  the  postoffice. 

In  February,  1875,  Mr.  Hyland  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Alice  E. 
Hackthorne,  a  daughter  of  Henry  Hackthorne,  a  native  of  Indiana.  The 
father  was  a  blacksmith  and  came  to  Iowra  Center,  Iowa,  where  he  worked  at 
his  trade  for  several  years,  then  removing  to  Stuart,  Iowa,  contniuing  at  his 
trade  until  death  called  him  away  in  1904.  Six  children  have  been  born  to  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Hyland ;  namely :  Claude  L.,  who  is  married  and  lives  upon  the  home 
farm ;  Ralph  E.,  also  married  and  living  upon  the  home  farm ;  Elizabeth  A. 
and  Winifred,  both  of  whom  are  attending  the  high  school  at  Des  Moines; 
and  Helen  and  Harold,  who  are  students  in  the  Des  Moines  public  schools. 

Mr.  Hyland  gives  his  support  to  the  democratic  party  and  for  ten  years 
served  with  great  acceptance  to  taxpayers  as  assessor  of  Walnut  township.  He 
was  also  for  a  number  of  years  a  member  of  the  school  board.  Fraternally  he 
is  connected  with  the  Modern  Brotherhood  of  America.  He  and  his  wife  are 
stanch  members  of  the  Methodist  church  and  active  workers  in  its  behalf.  En¬ 
terprising  in  his  affairs  and  conscientious  in  the  discharge  of  every  obligation 
he  has  won  his  way  to  a  place  of  responsibility  in  the  community  and  ranks  as 
one  of  the  progressive  and  substantial  men  of  this  section. 


GEORGE  E.  MOORE. 

Dr.  George  E.  Moore,  who  is  engaged  in  the  practice  of  osteopathy  with 
offices  located  in  the  Equitable  building,  Des  Moines,  was  born  in  Lexington. 
Iowa,  on  the  14th  of  March,  1870,  being  the  son  of  John  Wesley  and  Mary  E. 
(Eyestone)  Moore,  who  are  now  living  in  Des  Moines  and  are  both  seventy- 
two  years  of  age.  For  many  years  the  father  was  a  merchant  of  Washington, 
Iowa,  but  has  now  retired  from  business.  He  served  for  three  years  as  a 
private  in  the  Civil  war,  being  a  member  of  Company  K,  Thirteenth  Iowa  Vol¬ 
unteers. 

After  completing  the  elementary  and  grammar  school  courses  in  his  native 
village  George  E.  Moore  entered  the  high  school  at  Washington,  Iowa,  upon  the 
completion  of  which  course  he  enrolled  in  the  Iowa  Wesleyan  College,  at  Mount 
Pleasant.  This  institution  awarded  him  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts  with 
the  class  of  1892,  and  three  years  thereafter  his  alma  mater  conferred  upon 
him  the  master’s  degree  in  arts  and  in  1899  the  master’s  degree  in  science.  After 
his  graduation  from  college  he  accepted  a  position  in  the  department  of  natural 
science  in  the  seminary  at  Maryville,  Missouri.  He  retained  this  position  for 
two  years,  at  the  expiration  of  which  period  he  was  made  president,  continuing 
to  be  identified  with  this  office  until  1899. 

Having  decided  to  enter  the  profession  of  medicine  he  returned  to  Iowa 
and  entered  the  Still  College  of  Osteopathy,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in 
1901.  Following  his  graduation  he  was  retained  on  the  faculty  as  lecturer 
on  pathology  and  neurology,  which  chair  he  held  until  1904,  when  he  with¬ 
drew,  owing  to  the  increasing  demands  of  his  private  practice.  Dr.  Moore  has 
a  very  pleasant  and  suitably  appointed  suite  of  rooms  in  the  Equitable  build¬ 
ing,  and  is  making  a  specialty  of  the  treatment  of  nervous  diseases,  in  which  he 
is  meeting  with  very  good  success. 

In  1893  Dr.  Moore  and  Miss  Lillie  B.  Smutz  were  united  in  marriage,  and 
unto  them  have  been  born  two  children :  Florence,  who  is  twelve  years  of 
age ;  and  Kenneth,  who  has  passed  the  ninth  anniversary  of  his  birth. 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  Moore  hold  membership  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church, 
while  fraternally  he  is  affiliated  with  the  Masonic  order,  having  attained  high 
rank  in  the  York  rite.  He  belongs  to  Capital  Lodge.  No.  no,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  the 
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chapter  and  commandery.  A  lover  of  outdoor  sports  and  amusements  Dr. 
Moore  is  also  a  member  of  the  Golf  and  Country  Club.  A  republican  in  politics 
he  gives  his  support  to  the  candidates  of  that  party,  his  views  coinciding  with 
the  more  progressive  faction  of  that  body.  Dr.  Moore  has  met  with  more 
than  average  success  in  his  profession  and  is  establishing  a  very  good  practice, 
rapidly  becoming  recognized  as  an  able  and  competent  representative  of  his 
school. 


HARRY  E.  ANKENEY. 

For  nearly  fifty  years  the  name  of  Ankeney  has  been  prominently  identified 
with  the  linseed  oil  industry  in  Des  Moines,  the  present  manager  of  the  local 
plant,  Harry  E.  Ankeney,  being  a  nephew  of  the  men  who  introduced  the  in¬ 
dustry  into  Iowa.  He  was  born  in  Xenia,  Ohio,  a  son  of  John  S.  Ankeney, 
who  for  many  years  was  prominently  associated  with  the  financial  circles  of 
that  city,  being  president  of  one  of  its  banks.  He  died  in  1908. 

Harry  E.  Ankeney  was  reared  in  his  native  town,  acquiring  his  education 
in  the  public  schools.  After  graduating  from  the  high  school  he  came  to  Des 
Moines  to  work  for  his  uncles  who  were  engaged  in  the  linseed  oil  business, 
and  who  were  among  the  early  settlers  in  Polk  county,  locating  in  this  city  in 
1866.  At  that  period  the  capital  city  was  a  thriving  town  surrounded  by  a 
farming  country  which  was  very  fertile  and  would  yield  abundant  crops  of  flax. 
Realizing  the  large  and  ever  increasing  demand  for  linseed  oil  in  its  various 
forms,  Ankeney  Brothers  determined  to  engage  in  the  industry,  feeling  con¬ 
vinced  that  it  would  ultimately  prove  most  remunerative.  Their  first  venture 
was  to  bring  seed  for  sowing  from  the  east,  but  for  two  seasons  the  crops  were 
utterly  destroyed  by  the  grasshoppers.  Finally  they  succeeded  in  gathering  a 
bountiful  harvest  however,  distributing  the  seed  among  the  farmers  in  the  sur¬ 
rounding  country  and  then  contracting  for  their  crops.  This  was  the  humble 
beginning  of  a  plant  which  now  produces  thousands  of  gallons  of  oil  annually. 
Mr.  Ankeney  applied  himself  assiduously  to  the  business  with  the  result  that 
by  1880  he  had  mastered  every  detail.  In  1898  they  disposed  of  their  interest 
to  the  American  Linseed  Company,  retaining  stock  in  the  company,  however, 
of  which  he  was  made  manager  as  well  as  of  their  extensive  plant  in  Sioux 
City. 


ALONZO  C.  PARKER. 

Alonzo  C.  Parker,  practicing  at  the  Des  Moines  bar  as  a  member  of  the  firm 
of  Guernsey,  Parker  &  Miller,  was  born  in  Grant  county,  Indiana,  March  22, 
1853.  His  father,  Isaac  J.  Parker,  a  native  of  West  Virginia,  removed  to  Ohio 
when  a  young  man,  very  shortly  after  his  marriage.  Subsequently  he  went  to 
Indiana  and  engaged  in  the  operation  of  a  sawmill  there.  In  1865  he  ar¬ 
rived  in  Buchanan  county,  Iowa,  where  he  carried  on  farming  up  to  the  time  of 
his  death,  which  occurred  in  1879.  His  wife,  who  bore  the  maiden  name  of 
Margaret  J.  Matthews,  was  a  native  of  West  Virginia  and  died  in  1880. 

In  the  public  schools  of  Indiana  and  Iowa  Alonzo  C.  Parker  pursued  his 
education  and  supplemented  his  training  by  a  course  pursued  under  the  direction 
of  his  elder  brother,  William  E.  Parker,  a  well  known  educator,  who  for  twenty- 
two  years  held  the  office  of  county  superintendent  of  schools  of  Buchanan  county. 
His  more  specifically  literary  course  completed,  Alonzo  C.  Parker  took  up  the 
study  of  law  and  was  graduated  from  the  Iowa  City  Law  School,  with  the 
class  of  1876.  He  located  for  practice  at  Oelwein,  Iowa,  where  he  remained 
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for  two  years  and  then  removed  to  Spencer,  where  the  succeeding  fifteen  years 
of  his  life  were  spent  in  active  connection  with  the  work  of  the  profession. 

In  August,  1894,  he  arrived  in  Des  Moines  and  formed  a  partnership  with 
Judge  George  H.  Carr,  under  the  firm  style  of  Carr  &  Parker.  This  partner¬ 
ship  continued  until  1904,  when  they  were  joined  by  two  other  attorneys  of 
Des  Moines,  under  the  style  of  Carr,  Hewitt,  Parker  &  Wright.  In  1908  Judge 
Carr  withdrew  and  the  firm  became  Parker,  Hewitt  &  Wright.  A  succeeding 
change  has  led  to  the  adoption  of  the  present  style  of  Guernsey,  Parker  & 
Miller.  Mr.  Parker  served  as  county  attorney  of  Clay  county  for  eight  years 
and  afterward  was  active  in  politics  but  in  more  recent  years  has  concentrated 
his  attention  more  and  more  largely  upon  his  professional  cares  to  the  exclusion 
of  political  interests.  At  one  time,  however,  he  was  a  candidate  for  attorney 
general  of  Iowa.  He  has  won  recognition  as  one  of  the  leading  lawyers  of  the 
city,  his  prominence  being  attested  by  the  court  records,  which  indicate  his  con¬ 
nection  with  much  of  the  most  important  litigation  held  in  the  Iowa  courts.  He 
has  confined  his  attention  to  civil  law  and  is  recognized  as  an  able  advocate 
and  safe  counsellor. 

In  1881  Mr.  Parker  was  married  to  Miss  Alary  R.  Johnson,  a  native  of 
Elmira,  New  York.  Theirs  is  a  hospitable  home  and  a  favorite  resort  with 
their  many  friends.  Mr.  Parker  is  a  Knight  Templar  Mason  and  a  member  of 
the  Mystic  Shrine.  He  belongs  also  to  the  Knights  of  Pythias  lodge  and  the 
Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks.  He  is  also  prominent  in  club  circles 
of  the  city,  holding  membership  with  the  Grant,  Golf  and  Country,  Des  Moines 
and  Hyperion  Clubs.  All  these  things,  however,  are  but  outside  interests  and 
are  never  allowed  to  interfere  with  his  professional  duties  and  his  devotion  to 
his  clients’  interests  has  become  a  recognized  fact  in  his  professional  career. 


MOSES  STRAUSS. 

Honored  and  respected  by  all,  Moses  Strauss  occupies  an  enviable  position 
in  the  mercantile  and  financial  circles  of  Des  Moines.  He  has  based  his  actions 
upon  the  rules  which  govern  strict  and  unswerving  integrity  and  undaunted 
enterprise.  He  has  given  patrons  full  value  for  value  received  and,  winning  the 
confidence  of  the  public,  he  has  been  enabled  to  hold  trade  by  keeping  in  touch 
with  all  that  the  market  affords  in  the  lines  which  he  has  handled.  As  a  finan¬ 
cier,  too,  he  has  proven  himself  capable  of  solving  intricate  and  complex  prob¬ 
lems  and  as  merchant  and  banker  occupies  a  prominent  place  in  the  history  of 
Des  Moines. 

Mr.  Strauss  was  born  in  Bavaria,  on  the  6th  of  March,  1833.  He  attended 
the  common  schools  there  and  remained  with  his  father,  who  was  a  merchant, 
until  his  thirteenth  year,  when  he  was  apprenticed  to  another  merchant.  In 
1848  he  sailed  for  America,  landing  at  New  Orleans,  where  he  found  employ¬ 
ment  as  clerk  in  a  store  at  a  salary  of  fifteen  dollars  per  month.  In  1852  he 
went  to  New  York  and  took  ship  for  Australia,  after  which  he  spent  two  years 
in  business  in  Melbourne.  On  the  expiration  of  that  period  he  went  into 
the  mountains,  where  he  remained  for  a  time,  when  another  roving  impulse 
took  him  to  Africa  and  later  to  South  America.  In  this  way  he  nas  seen  much 
of  the  country  and  has  a  comprehensive  knowledge  concerning  its  peoples. 

In  1857  he  returned  to  New  Orleans  and  in  the  same  year  came  to  Des 
Moines,  taking  up  his  permanent  abode  in  this  city.  Here  he  embarked  in  bus¬ 
iness  in  partnership  with  L.  Simon  and  his  brother  Leopold,  on  Second  street, 
occupying  two  small  stores.  When  the  business  center  of  the  city  began  to  move 
westward  they  removed  to  Court  avenue,  between  Second  and  Third  streets. 
Later  Air.  Strauss  formed  a  partnership  with  Alexander  Lederer  under  the 
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firm  style  of  Leclerer  &  Strauss,  which  name  is  still  maintained  m  connection 
with  the  conduct  of  one  of  the  leading  mercantile  enterprises  of  the  city.  They 
opened  a  dry  goods  and  clothing  store  at  Third  and  Walnut  streets  and  in  1873 
opened  a  stock  of  millinery  and  fancy  goods  at  No.  91  Walnut  street,  still  re¬ 
taining  their  dry-goods  and  clothing  business  at  the  old  stand.  Success  attended 
the  new  venture  and  in  1875  they  disposed  of  their  stock  of  dry  goods  but  con¬ 
tinued  to  deal  in  clothing.  In  1876  they  removed  their  millinery  establishment 
to  the  old  Cooper  building  on  Court  avenue  and  the  business  continues  until  the 
present  under  the  firm  name  of  Lederer,  Strauss  &  Company,  Incoipoiated,  al¬ 
though  on  the  17th  of  December,  1904,  Mr.  Strauss  retired  from  the  business 
in  which  he  had  been  engaged  for  nearly  forty  years.  The  trade  increased 
rapidly  until  the  company  today  owns  the  most  extensive  millinery  business  m 

the  west.  '  .  ,T 

In  1872  Mr.  Strauss  became  a  stockholder  and  director  of  the  Citizens  Na¬ 
tional  Bank  and  has  been  reelected  at  each  annual  election  since  that  time. 
This  was  the  first  national  bank  organized  in  Des  Moines  and  Mr.  Strauss  is 
the  only -survivor  of  the  original  officers  and  board  of  directors.  The  fiist  pres¬ 
ident  of  the  institution  was  Governor  Samuel  Merrill,  while  Charles  Elliott  held 
the  office  of  vice  president.  In  1887  Mr.  Strauss  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the 
State  Savings  Bank,  of  which  he  became  a  director  and  in  1889  was  chosen  to 
the  presidency  and  has  since  continued  as  the  chief  executive  officer  of  that 
institution.  In  1907,  in  connection  with  Carl  Kahler,  he  built  the  Majestic 
Theater  at  a  cost  of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  each  investing  one  half  of 
that  sum.  This  is  one  of  the  finest  amusement  houses  west  of  Chicago.  As  a 
business  man  Mr.  Strauss  is  exceptionally  strong  and  able,  his  hopeful  optimism 
being  tempered  bv  a  safe  conservatism.  He  is  a  man  of  wide  experience,,  broad 
minded  and  of  keen  sagacity  and  unfailing  enterprise.  His  firm  determination 
has  enabled  him  to  carry  forward  to  successful  completion  whatever  he  under¬ 
takes.  His  methods  are  practical  and  comprehensive  and  he  has  been  a  leader 
in  the  development  of  commercial  and  financial  interests  in  Des  Monies,  where 
in  business  circles  he  enjoys  to  the  fullest  extent  the  confidence  and  good ‘will 
of  colleagues  and  contemporaries. 

Mr.  Strauss  was  united  in  marriage  to  Nannie  Schloss  and  throughout  the 
years  of  their  married  life  they  have  maintained  their  residence  in. Des  Monies, 
where  they  have  an  extensive  circle  of  warm  friends.  They  reared  a  family  of 
four  sons  and  one  daughter,  as  follows:  Samuel,  who  was  editor  and  piopiietoi 
of  the  Des  Moines  Leader  and  afterward  went  to  New  York  and  purchased 
the  New  York  Evening  Globe,  which  he  built  up  from  a  circulation  of  seven¬ 
teen  thousand  to  one  hundred  and  seventy-five  thousand  .;  Leon  and  Gus,  who 
conduct  the  wholesale  millinery  business;  Oscar,  a  prominent  attorney  of  Des 
Moines;  and  Mrs.  Carl  Mark,  who  resides  in  Amsterdam,  New  York. 

At  an  early  day  Mr.  Strauss  became  one  of  the  leaders  among  the  Hebrews 
of  this  city  in  organizing  the  first  Hebrew  synagogue.  The  congregation  Benai 
Yeshurum  was  formed  September  5.  1873*  by  Mr.  Strauss  and  a  number  of 
others.  For  years  its  meetings  were  held  in  a  hall  on  Court  avenue  and  m 
1879  a  building  on  Seventh  and  Mulberry  streets  was  purchased  and  remodeled 
for  the  use  of  the  congregation.  In  1886  the  present  temple  was  erected  at 
Eighth  and  Pleasant  streets.  The  congregation  has  steadily  grown  and  has 
become  a  factor  in  the  religious  and  social  life  of  Des  Moines.  Fraternally  Mr. 
Strauss  is  connected  with  Pioneer  Lodge,  No.  22,  A.  F.  &  A.  M. ;  Corinthian 
Chapter,  No.  14,  R.  A.  M. ;  and  Des  Moines  Consistory,  S.  P.  R.  S.,  in  which 
he  has  attained  the  thirty-second  degree  of  the  Scottish  Rite.  He  is  also  a 
member  of  Za-Ga-Zig  Temple  of  the  Mystic  Shrine.  He  is  a  chaitei  membei 
of  Lazarus  Samisch  Lodge,  K.  S.  B.,  which  was  organized  November  17,  1876, 
on  which  occasion  he  was  elected  the  first  vice  president.  He  has  never  been 
active  in  politics,  yet  is  neglectful  of  none  of  the  duties  of  citizenship.  In 
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manner  he  is  courteous  and  affable  and  his  social  qualities  have  gained  him 
many  warm  friends.  His  career  is  notable  in  that  he  has  worked  his  way  up¬ 
ward  from  a  humble  position  to  one  of  affluence  directly  through  his  own  labors. 
He  began  business  here  in  a  little  store  on  Second  street  but  by  close  applica¬ 
tion  and  unfaltering  effort  he  has  made  steady  progress  and  has  long  since  be¬ 
come  recognized  as  one  of  the  substantial  and  successful  men  of  the  city. 


CHARLES  W.  LYON. 

For  a  number  of  years  prominent  in  educational  work  in  Iowa,  Charles  W. 
Lyon  transferred  his  allegiance  to  the  law  and  is  now  established  in  practice  at 
Des  Moines.  He  was  born  at  Pierceville,  Van  Buren  county,  Iowa,  October  9, 
1872,  and  is  a  son  of  Charles  IT.  and  Sarah  J.  (Tiffy)  Lyon,  both  of  whom 
were  born  in  Van  Buren  county,  the  father  in  1840  and  the  mother  in  1846. 
The  paternal  grandfather  of  Charles  W.  Lyon  came  to  Iowa  in  1839  and  settled 
in  Van  Buren  county,  becoming  permanently  identified  with  its  interests.  There 
were  six  other  children  besides  Charles  W.,  the  subject  of  this  review,  in  the 
family  of  Charles  and  Sarah  J.  Lyon,  namely:  J.  D.,  now  a  practicing  physician 
of  Chester,  Iowa;  Willard  H.,  an  attorney  of  Knoxville,  Iowa;  Paul  T.,  a 
physician  of  Chicago ;  Ray  B.,  who  is  a  student  in  the  collegiate  department  of 
Drake  LTniversity ;  Ella,  the  wife  of  N.  G.  Richardson,  who  is  engaged  in  the 
newspaper  business  at  Andover,  Ohio ;  and  Mary,  the  wife  of  Rupert  Bard,  of 
Gordon,  Nebraska. 

Charles  W.  Lyon  removed  with  his  parents  in  his  boyhood  from  Van  Buren 
county  to  Dexter,  Dallas  county,  Iowa,  where  the  father  purchased  a  farm  and 
established  the  family  homestead.  He  received  his  early  education  in  die  dis¬ 
trict  schools  and  later  possessed  opportunities  of  further  study  in  the  public 
scliQols  of  Dexter.  He  taught  in  the  country  schools  for  several  terms  and  then 
became  a  student  in  the  scientific  department  of  the  Iowa  State  College  at  Ames. 
In  order  to  secure  funds  it  was  necessary  for  him  to  give  up  his  studies  there  be¬ 
fore  completing  them  and  he  resumed  teaching,  subsequently  serving  as  princi¬ 
pal  of  the  schools  at  Collins,  Story  county,  for  four  and  one-half  years.  He 
attended  the  State  Teachers  College  at  Cedar  Falls,  graduating  with  the  degree 
cf  Master  of  Didactics,  and  made  such  progress  in  the  science  and  art  of 
teaching  that  he  was  granted  a  state  certificate  in  1895  and  a  life  diploma  in 
1900.  In  September,  1898,  he  was  elected  superintendent  of  schools  of  Valley 
Junction  and  took  up  his  residence  at  that  place.  While  serving  in  this  capacity 
he  entered  the  law  department  of  Drake  University  and  was  graduated  in  1902, 
with  the  degree  of  LL.  B.  He  continued  his  studies  further  and  received  the 
degree  of  LL.  M.  the  year  following.  He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  October  9, 
1902,  and  in  1905  began  practice  at  Valley  Junction.  In  January,  1907,  he  was 
appointed  assitant  attorney  general  of  Iowa  under  Attorney  General  Byers,  and 
served  most  acceptably  in  this  position  until  January  1,  1911,  when  he  resigned 
to  devote  his  entire  attention  to  practice  as  a  member  of  the  law  firm  of  Howe  & 
Lyon.  In  recognition  of  his  distinguished  ability  as  a  teacher  and  also  of  his 
standing  in  the  profession  which  he  has  chosen  as  his  life  calling,  he  was  ap¬ 
pointed  by  the  supreme  court  of  Iowa,  on  February  16,  1911,  as  a  member  of  the 
state  board  of  law  examiners,  which  position  he  now  holds. 

On  the  14th  of  August,  1901,  Mr.  Lyon  was  united  in  marriage  tn  Miss  Grace 
Minnis,  a  daughter  of  Charles  and  Margaret  Minnis,  and  to  this  union  two 
children  have  been  born:  Homer  M.,  born  October  4,  1903;  and  Howard  W., 
born  September  24,  1907. 

Politically  Mr.  Lyon  gives  his  support  to  the  republican  party  and  is  now 
serving  as  member  of  the  republican  state  central  committee  from  the  seventh 
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congressional  district.  Both  he  and  his  wife  are  connected  with  the  First  Metho¬ 
dist  church  of  Des  Moines.  Fraternally  he  occupies  a  prominent  position,  holding 
membership  in  the  Masonic  order,  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  the  Benevolent  and 
Protective  Order  of  Elks,  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America,  the  Ancient  Order 
of  United  Workmen  and  the  Brotherhood  of  American  Yeomen,  with  whose 
teachings  he  is  in  hearty  accord.  He  is  socially  well  known  in  Des  Moines  and 
is  a  valued  member  of  the  Grant  Club.  Ever  since  his  boyhood  he  has  been  an 
indefatigable  student  and  investigator,  and  as  a  lawyer  he  has  gained  a  reputa¬ 
tion  which  gives  brilliant  promise  as  to  his  future.  He  is  a  logical  thinker,  a 
clear  and  forceful  speaker  and  his  contact  with  the  world  has  given  him  a  knowl¬ 
edge  of  human  nature  that  cannot  fail  to  prove  of  great  practical  advantage  in 
his  professional  work.  He  is  assured  of  a  goodly  share  of  patronage,  as  he 
has  many  friends  and  admirers  in  Iowa.  He  is  greatly  in  demand  as  a  public 
speaker  being  frequently  called  upon  to  address  various  bodies  and  commence¬ 
ment  exercises.  His  ability  in  this  direction  is  well  known. 


W.  H.  DICKINSON,  M.  D. 

Dr.  W.  H.  Dickinson,  one  of  the  pioneers  in  the  practice  of  homeopathy  in 
Iowa,  his  ability  gaining  him  distinction  and  honor  as  a  representative  of  the 
profession  which  he  followed  continuously  until  his  death,  was  born  in  the 
province  of  Quebec,  Canada,  September  19,  1828.  His  boyhood  and  youth 
were  marked  by  no  events  of  especial  importance  save  a  growing  ambition  and 
determination  to  make  the  most  and  best  of  his  opportunities  in  life.  At 
length  he  determined  upon  the  practice  of  medicine  as  a  calling  to  which  he 
wished  to  devote  his  energies,  and  entering  one  of  the  medical  colleges  of 
Cleveland,  Ohio,  was  there  graduated  with  the  class  of  1858.  Later  he  further 
continued  his  studies  in  New  York  city  where  he  was  graduated  in  1865. 

After  the  completion  of  his  course  in  Cleveland  he  came  at  once  to  Iowa, 
taking  up  his  abode  in  1858  in  Des  Moines,  where  he  resided  continuously 
until  his  death,  with  the  exception  of  two  years,  1864  and  1865,  spent  in  study 
and  practice  in  the  eastern  metropolis.  He  was  one  of  the  first  to  practice 
according  to  the  homeopathic  school  in  Iowa,  and  did  much  to  prove  the 
excellency  of  that  school  of  medicine.  He  continuously  studied  and  by  investi¬ 
gation,  research  and  experiments  broadened  his  knowledge  and  promoted  his 
efficiency.  He  was  accorded  a  liberal  and  growing  practice  and  became  the 
beloved  family  physician  in  many  households  of  Des  Moines.  He  also  made 
valuable  contributions  to  medical  literature.  Some  years  ago  he  wrote  a  work 
on  “Practice,”  which  became  a  standard  text-book.  He  also  wrote  a  portion 
of  another  published  volume  and  became  the  author  of  several  valuable  pamph¬ 
lets.  He  likewise  did  good  work  as  an  educator,  for  in  18/6  he  "was  elected 
to  fill  the  chair  of  theory  and  practice  in  the  Homeopathic  department  of  the 
State  University,  which  position  he  held  until  his  death,  becoming  dean  of  the 
faculty  in  1892.  The  profession  accorded  him  high  honor,  for  he  was  twice 
elected  president  of  the  State  Hahnemann  Association  of  Iowa  and  was  also 
the  president  of  Polk  County  Homeopathic  Medical  Society.  Governor  Gear 
appointed  him  a  member  of  the  state  board  of  health  and  he  was  leappomted  b\ 
Governor  Sherman,  after  which  Governor  Boies  appointed  him  to  fill  out  a 
vacancy,  so  that  he  remained  a  member  of  the  board  for  ten  years.  In  a 
of  these  positions  he  displayed  a  rare  ability  and  intelligent  industry.  e 

On  the  24th  of  December,  1853,  in  Baldwinsville,  New  Tork  Dr.  Dickin¬ 
son  was  united  in  marriage  to  'Miss  Sarah  M.  Buten,  who  throughout  his  life¬ 
time  remained  to  him  a  loyal  companion  and  helpmate.  They  became  the 
parents  of  three  sons  Dr.  D.  W.  Dickinson,  now  engaged  in  the  practice  of 
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medicine;  Robert,  a  real-estate  dealer;  and  Warren,  a  civil  engineer.  The 
death  of  the  husband  and  father  occurred  October  26,  1898,  after  a  residence 
of  forty  years  in  Des  Moines.  He  was  always  an  active  member  and  worker 
in  the  Baptist  church  and  did  his  share  in  building  up  the  work  of  that  de¬ 
nomination  in  this  city.  Various  projects  for  the  ^public  good  received  his  in¬ 
dorsement  and  in  all  such  work  Mrs.  Dickinson  was  in  hearty  sympathy  with 
him.  She,  too,  has  done  much  for  public  progress  in  many  ways  and  is  prom¬ 
inent  and  popular  in  the  Women's  Club  of  Des  Moines,  of  which  she  is  a 
charter  member.  She  was  also  active  in  the  organization  of  the  Home  for 
the  Aged.  She  has  been  chairman  of  the  managing  committee  of  that  institu¬ 
tion  for  the  past  nine  years,  and  a  member  of  its  board  of  trustees  for  fourteen 
years.  She  has  also  been  chairman  of  the  application  committee  for  a  number 
of  years.  Too  much  credit  cannot  be  given  Mrs.  Dickinson  for  her  noble  and 
unselfish  work  in  the  upbuilding  of  this  grand  institution.  She  has  been  a 
very  active  force,  also  in  temperance  and  church  work. 


BENJAMIN  F.  DIANNE. 

Beginning  as  a  boy  Benjamin  F.  Divine,  now  a  highly  respected  citizen  of 
Polk  county,  learned  in  the  school  of  experience  many  of  the  most  important 
lessons  of  life  and  he  has  applied  them  with  such  discretion  that  they  have 
proved  to  him  indeed  a  blessing.  His  career  is  a  remarkable  illustration  of 
success  attained  in  the  face  of  great  obstacles.  He  was  born  in  Warren  county, 
Iowa,  in  May,  1866,  the  son  of  John  and  Diza  (Ferguson)  Divine,  the  former 
being  a  native  of  Ireland  and  the  latter  of  Indiana.  The  father  was  reared 
on  the  Emerald  isle  until  he  was  thirteen  years  of  age,  when  he  came  to  Iowa 
and  took  up  his  home  in  Warren  county.  After  arriving  at  manhood  he  began 
farming  on  his  own  account  and  continued  in  agricultural  pursuits  until  his 
retirement  on  account  of  the  encroachment  of  age.  He  is  now  living  at  No. 
903  East  Eighteenth  street,  Des  Moines,  but  the  mother  passed  away  in  1873. 

Deprived  of  his  mother  in  his  childhood,  Benjamin  F.  Divine  possessed  but 
limited  opportunities  of  education,  although  he  attended  the  district  school  in 
the  winter  time  for  several  years.  At  the  age  of  twelve  years  he  began  working 
as  a  farm  hand  and  continued  for  five  years,  when  he  went  to  Des  Moines 
and  found  employment  in  various  positions.  He  worked  as  a  member  of  a 
bridge  gang  for  three  years  in  different  parts  of  the  country,  then  was  for  six 
years  connected  with  the  Des  Moines  Ice  Company,  after  which  he  assisted 
Samuel  Robertson  in  paving  work  for  two  years.  He  then  began  on  his  own 
account  upon  a  farm  of  eighty  acres  in  Bloomfield  township,  which  he  culti¬ 
vated  with  such  success  that  later  he  acquired  eighty  acres  adjoining,  making 
one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  which  he  developed  to  a  good  paying  basis.  He 
has  disposed  of  eighty  acres,  but  still  retains  an  equal  amount  of  land  as  his 
homestead.  He  also  owns  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  in  South  Dakota  and 
a  twelve-room  residence  on  Eighth  street  in  Valley  Junction,  Iowa.  He  aims 
to  keep  upon  his  farm  each  year  about  seventeen  head  of  horses,  twenty  head 
of  cattle  and  from  fifty  to  one  hundred  and  fifty  head  of  hogs,  and  usually 
receives  a  good  price  for  what  he  has  to  sell.  In  addition  to  his  work  upon  the 
farm  he  is  agent  for  the  Norman  O.  K.  Acetylene  Lighting  System,  with  which 
he  has  provided  his  home.  He  has  been  very  successful  as  a  salesman,  as  most 
of  the  residences  in  the  neighborhood  have  installed  this  system  of  lighting. 

Tn  April,  1890,  Mr.  Divine  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Louise  A.  Treml. 
a  daughter  of  William  and  Mary  Treml,  both  of  whom  were  born  in  Germany. 
They  came  to  America  and  located  in  Des  Moines  in  1872,  where  the  father 
followed  the  tailor’s  trade.  He  passed  away  in  1887  and  the  mother  one  year 
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later.  Four  children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Divine,  namely:  Effie 
Louise,  who  is  now  nineteen  years  of  age ;  Charles  Elmer,  aged  fifteen  years ; 
Jessie  Irene,  who  died  at  the  age  of  three  months;  and  Benjamin  Harold,  who 
is  six  years  of  age. 

Politically  Mr.  Divine  gives  his  support  to  the  republican  party.  He  is  a 
sincere  friend  of  education  and  is  now  serving  as  president  of  the  school  board, 
also  being  road  supervisor  of  his  township.  Fraternally  he  is  identified  with 
Lincoln  Camp,  M.  W.  A.,  of  Des  Moines,  and  with  the  Royal  Neighbors  and 
Red  Men.  Both  he  and  his  wife  attend  the  Methodist  church  and  are  actively 
interested  in  the  promotion  of  all  good  works,  their  example  and  influence 
always  being  in  behalf  of  the  permanent  advancement  and  prosperity  of  the 
community. 


JACOB  ALVIN  WAGNER. 

For  eighteen  years  past  Jacob  Alvin  Wagner  has  been  superintendent  of 
the  Des  Moines  Union  Railway  and  on  account  of  his  acknowledged  business 
ability,  public  spirit  and  unimpeachable  character  he  occupies  an  honored 
place  in  the  estimation  of  the  people  of  the  city.  He  was  born  in  Montour 
county,  Pennsylvania,  July  19,  1864,  a  son  of  William  A.  and  Mary  Martha 
(Gouger)  Wagner.  The  parents  are  both  descendants  of  German  ancestry 
and  on  the  maternal  side  the  records  of  Pennsylvania  show  that  John  Conrad 
Gouger  and  John  Nicholas  Gouger  arrived  in  Philadelphia  on  the  ship  Princess 
Augusta,  which  sailed  from  Rotterdam,  Holland,  September  16,  1736-  In  a 
work  entitled  “Frontier  Forts  of  Pennsylvania’’  it  says:  “In  April,  1758,  at 
Northkill,  Nicholas  Gouger’s  wife  and  his  two  children  were  killed.  This  in¬ 
formation  was  taken  from  Christopher  Sauer’s  German  paper  of  April,  1858.” 
There  is  a  tradition  that  several  of  the  Gouger  family  were  killed  by  Indians 
and  this  tradition  seems  to  be  confirmed  by  the  quotation  given  above.  Jacob 
Follmer,  also  an  ancestor  on  the  mother's  side,  was  a  prominent  man  in  Penn¬ 
sylvania  and  was  a  member  of  the  Pennsylvania  assembly  in  1776.  William 
A.  Wagner,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  a  farmer  and  moved  in  1868  to  St. 
Joseph  county,  Michigan,  where  he  purchased  a  farm  and  resided  for  several 
years.  In  1875  came  to  Iowa  and  settled  on  a  farm  near  Shenandoah,  Page 
county.  Both  he  and  his  wife  are  now  living  in  Des  Moines,  the  father  being 
a  storekeeper  of  the  Des  Moines  Union  Railway. 

Jacob  A.  Wagner  received  his  education  in  the  public  schools  and  at  fifteen 
years  of  age  became  a  messenger  boy  for  the  Chicago,  Burlington  Quincy 
Railway  at  Shenandoah.  Pie  continued  for  three  years  under  A.  B.  West,  and 
at  the  same  time  learned  telegraphy.  He  next  entered  the  employ  of  the 
Humeston  &  Shenandoah  Railroad,  filling  the  position  of  operator  for  three 
months,  and  was  later  appointed  train  despatcher  for  the  same  road  with  head¬ 
quarters  at  Clarinda,  Iowa.  In  1888  he  was  made  agent  of  the  Chicago,  Bui  - 
lington  &  Quincy  Railway  at  Shenandoah,  and  three  years  later  became  general 
agent  of  the  road  at  Des  Moines,  serving  with  such  acceptability  that. on  heb- 
ruary  1,  1893,  he  was  appointed  superintendent  of  the  Des  Moines  Union  Rail¬ 
way,  which  position  he  has  ever  since  filled.  He  has  a  brother,  W.  G.  W  agner, 
who  is  division  freight  agent  of  the  Iowa  line  of  the  Chicago,  Burlington  & 
Quincy  Railway  at  Burlington,  Iowa. 

Mr.  Wagner  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Myrtle  Gamble,  a  daughter 
of  Judge  J.  D.  Gamble,  of  Knoxville,  Iowa,  who  occupied  the  position  of 
district  judge  for  fourteen  years.  There  were  three  children  in  his  family : 
Myrtle,  Ira  and  Edward,  the  two  brothers  both  being  railway  men  of  Des 
Moines.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wagner  were,  born  two  sons:  Charles  Warren, 
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the  elder,  is  a  graduate  of  the  State  Agricultural  College  at  Ames  and  is  now 
engaged  as  a  civil  engineer  and  contractor  in  Des  Moines.  He  makes  his  home 
with  his  parents.  Donald  Forrest,  the  younger  of  the  brothers,  was  born  at 
Shenandoah  March  18,  1889.  He  graduated  from  the  West  Des  Moines  high 
school  in  1908  and  entered  the  University  of  Iowa  in  the  fall  of  the  same  year 
with  the  intention  of  preparing  himself  for  the  profession  of  law.  On  May 

21,  1909,  he  came  home  to  attend  a  senior  class  play  of  the  West  Des  Moines 
high  school  and  the  state  high  school  track  meet.  On  the  afternoon  of  May 

22,  while  boating  with  three  companions  on  the  Des  Moines  river,  the  canoe 
capsized  and  though  unable  to  swim  young  Wagner  plunged  into  the  water  to 
aid  one  of  his  young  lady  companions  who  would  have  drowned  except  for 
his  assistance.  By  a  great  effort  he  carried  her  to  safety,  but  owing  to  the 
swiftness  of  the  current  he  was  swept  away  and  drowned.  The  death  of 
the  brave  young  man  aroused  great  excitement  in  the  city  and,  as  his  body  could 
not  be  found,  a  wealthy  citizen  of  Des  Moines  offered  three  hundred  dollars 
for  its  recovery.  Classmates  of  Mr.  Wagner  recovered  the  body  but  refused 
to  accept  the  reward  and  the  money  was  accordingly  deposited  in  a  bank  as  a 
nucleus  to  establish  a  scholarship  fund  which  should  bear  the  name  of  Donald 
Forrest  Wagner.  It  has  been  suggested  by  the  daily  press  and  by  a  number 
of  citizens  that  the  Carnegie  Hero  Fund  Commission  contribute  to  this  fund. 
The  act  of  young  Mr.  Wagner  was  a  remarkable  instance  of  heroism  and  in¬ 
dicates  a  striking  nobility  of  character  which  is  more  to  be  prized  in  any 
individual  than  great  earthly  riches. 

Air.  Wagner  and  his  family  are  members  of  the  Church  of  Christ  and  active 
workers  in  its  behalf.  Politically  he  gives  his  support  to  the  republican  party, 
and  socially  he  is  a  member  of  the  Sons  of  the  American  Revoluton.  He  has 
served  for  two  terms  as  president  of  the  Iowa  Railway  Club  and  as  president 
of  the  Central  and  Western  Car  Service  Association.  This  association  con¬ 
sists  of  car  service  agents  on  all  railroads  between  Cleveland,  Ohio,  and  Ogden, 
Utah,  and  is  one  of  the  important  railway  organizations  of  the  country.  On  Feb¬ 
ruary  1 7,  1911,  he  was  elected  a  member  of  the  executive  committee  of  the  Illi¬ 
nois  and  Iowa  Demurrage  Bureau.  Mr.  Wagner  is  widely  known  among  rail¬ 
way  men  and.  as  he  possesses  characteristics  of  geniality  and  unselfishness,  he 
has  a  host  of  friends,  not  only  among  his  railway  associates,  but  among  the 
citizens  of  Des  Moines  generally. 


JUDGE  JAMES  AUGUSTUS  HOWE. 

The  court  records  indicate  the  prominence  of  James  A.  Howe  as  a  member 
of  the  bar,  for  his  name  is  connected  with  many  of  the  most  important  cases 
that  have  been  tried  in  this  district.  Nature  endowed  him  with  strong  mentality 
but  it  has  been  effort,  close  application  and  laudable  ambition  that  have  devel¬ 
oped  his  powers  and  ability  and  gained  for  him  the  creditable  position  which  he 
occupies  as  a  member  of  the  legal  profession  of  Des  Moines.  He  was  born  in 
Attica,  Lapeer  county,  Michigan,  April  26,  1865.  a  son  of  Francis  M.  and  Mary 
Howe,  farming  people  whose  ancestors  had  long  been  connected  with  agricul¬ 
tural  pursuits.  They  now  reside  at  Clive,  Iowa,  where  Mr.  Howe  is  engaged 
in  farming  and  fruit  growing. 

After  spending  the  first  fifteen  years  of  his  life  in  his  native  state  James 
Augustus  Howe  came  with  his  parents  to  Iowa,  the  family  home  being  established 
in  Greene  county,  whence  he  removed  to  Des  Aloines  in  1887.  His  education, 
begun  in  Michigan  was  continued  in  the  public  schools  of  Iowa  and  in  Drake 
University.  He  was  graduated  from  the  Iowa  College  of  Law  June  4,  1889,  re¬ 
ceiving  the  degree  of  LL.  B.,  cum  laude.  Born  upon  a  farm,  he  was  reared 
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amid  an  agricultural  environment  much  of  the  time  until  he  entered  college.  Be¬ 
fore  taking  up  the  study  of  law  he  taught  school  for  a  time,  but  regarded  this 
merely  as  an  initial  step  to  further  professional  labor,  and  following  his  admis¬ 
sion  to  the  bar  he  began  practice  at  Des  Moines  on  the  15th  of  May,  1889. 

Gradually  he  has  worked  his  way  upward  in  the  profession,  proving  his  ability 
to  successfully  handle  intricate  and  involved  legal  problems.  He  carefully  an¬ 
alyzes  his  cases  and  with  keen  power  discriminates  between  the  essential  and  the 
non-essential  points,  using  the  former  with  the  utmost  effectiveness  in  argu¬ 
ment  and  in  the  examination  of  witnesses.  He  has  been  connected  with  the 
trial  of  many  of  the  most  important  cases  ever  held  in  Polk  county,  among  which 
are  the  Asphalt  paving  cases,  Agar  Packing  Company  versus  Chicago,  Rock  Is¬ 
land  &  Pacific  Railroad  Company,  the  Des  Moines  Plan  case  and  the  Carroll 
case.  His  preparation  is  always  most  thorough  and  he  seems  to  master  the 
points  in  evidence  with  the  precision  of  the  military  commander.  He  has  won 
many  notable  verdicts  and  court  and  jury  always  listen  to  him  with  attention. 

In  Des  Moines  on  the  12th  of  September,  1894,  Mr.  Howe  was  married  to 
Miss  Elizabeth  L.  Case,  a  daughter  of  Farron  and  Elizabeth  (Wylie)  Case,  who 
were  early  settlers  of  Polk  county,  having  in  1856  come  to  Des  Moines,  where 
they  resided  until  called  to  their  final  rest.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Howe  have  one  son, 
Harold  James,  who  was  born  July  17,  1898. 

The  parents  attend  the  First  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  of  which  Mrs. 
Howe  is  a  member.  Mr.  Howe  belongs  to  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  Masonic 
lodges  and  to  the  Grant  Club.  His  political  allegiance  is  given  to  the  republican 
party  which  finds  in  him  an  effective  and  earnest  worker.  He  was  chairman  of 
Polk  county  republican  committee  in  1893-4,  was  county  attorney  from  1895  until 
1899,  and  in  1902  was  elected  judge  of  the  district  court  of  the  ninth  judicial 
district,  and  was  reelected  in  1906,  his  incumbency  upon  the  bench,  continuing 
until  January  1,  1911.  In  1910  he  declined  a  renomination  for  judge,  although 
the  press  and  public  conceded  his  renomination  without  opposition.  He  preferred 
to  return  to  the  private  practice  of  law,  in  which  he  now  has  a  large  and  dis¬ 
tinctively  representative  clientage.  He  is  associated  with  Hon.  Charles  W.  Lyon, 
formerly  Assistant  Attorney  General  of  Iowa,  the  firm  being  known  as  Howe  & 
Lyon.  His  legal  learning,  his  philosophical  mind,  the  readiness  with  which  he 
grasps  the  point  in  an  argument,  combine  to  make  him  one  of  the  most  capable 
T*-Rts  that  has  ever  sat  upon  the  district  bench.  In  all  the  relations  of  public 
‘vate  life  has  been  constant  in  honor,  fearless  in  conduct  and  blameless  in 
reputation. 


HARLEY  HERMAN  STIPP. 

In  the  department  of  corporation  practice,  in  which  branch  of  the  law  he 
has  specialized,  Harley  Herman  Stipp  has  won  gratifying  success.  Advancement 
at  the  bar  comes  only  as  the  result  of  individual  merit  and,  therefore,  the  large 
and  important  clientage  accorded  him  is  unmistakbble  evidence  of  his  ability.  He 
was  born  at  State  Center,  Iowa,  February  25,  1872,  a  son  of  William  Flerman 
and  Harriet  E.  (Culver)  Stipp.  The  father,  who  was  for  many  years  engaged 
in  the  grain  business,  is  now  living  retired.  He  is  of  German  descent,  his  first 
American  ancestors  settling  in  Pennsylvania  about  175°-  The  mother  is  now 
deceased.  She  came  of  an  old  English  Quaker  family  that  was  founded  in 
New  Jersey  in  1685. 

At  the  usual  age  Harley  H.  Stipp  entered  the  public  schools  of  his  native  town 
and  therein  pursued  his  education  until  graduated  from  the  high  school  with  the 
class  of  1890.  Two  years  more  brought  him  to  his  graduation  from  Grinned 
Academy  with  the  class  of  1892  and  he  completed  a  four  years’  course  in  Grin- 
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nell  College  in  1896,  at  which  time  the  Ph.  B.  degree  was  conferred  upon  him. 
Two  years  later  he  won  the  degree  of  Master  of  Arts  from  the  same  college  and 
after  thorough  preparation  for  the  bar  in  the  Harvard  Law  School  he  won  the 
LL.  B.  degree  upon'  graduation  in  the  class  of  1901.  On  the  1st  of  October  of 
that  year  he  located  for  practice  in  Des  Moines  and  was  associated  with  William 
H.  Bailey  until  the  latter’s  death  in  May,  1910.  While  he  has  always  con¬ 
tinued  in  general  practice  he  has  largely  specialized  in  corporation  law  and  few 
of  the  members  of  the  Des  Moines  bar  are  better  informed  concerning  the  prin¬ 
ciples  of  law  in  that  department  of  practice.  Keen  discrimination  enables  him  to 
readily  delve  to  the  very  root  of  the  matter  and  his  application  of  legal  principles 
has  always  been  found  particularly  sound  and  correct.  He  now  represents  a 
number  of  important  business  enterprises  and  his  practice  is  constantly  grow¬ 
ing  in  volume  and  importance. 

On  the  2 1st  of  June,  1910,  Mr.  Stipp  was  married  to  Miss  Laura  C.  Fay,  a 
daughter  of  Arthur  Holmes  and  Lillian  (Slater)  Fay.  In  his  political  views  Mr. 
Stipp  is  a  republican,  interested  in  the  forward  movement  that  is  characterizing 
the  party  at  the  present  time.  A  believer  in  political  as  well  as  individual  honor, 
he  desires  the  adoption  of  clean  methods  in  politics  and  the  promotion  of  legis¬ 
lation  that  shall  conserve  the  interests  of  the  many  rather  than  the  few.  He  be¬ 
longs  to  a  number  of  Des  Moines’  leading  clubs,  including  the  Prairie,  Grant, 
Country,  Harvard  and  Law  Clubs  and  in  these  is  popular,  having  many  friends 
in  the  social  circles  in  which  he  moves,  as  well  as  among  his  contemporaries 
and  colleagues  in  practice. 


JUDGE  CALVIN  P.  HOLMES. 


of 


To  few  men  is  accorded  the  distinction  of  a  fourth  election  to  the  bench 
of  the  district  court,  but  this  and  other  honors  came  to  Judge  Calvin  P.  Holmes 
in  recognition  of  his  ability,  his  high  regard  for  the  dignity  and  responsibility 
of  his  position  and  his  devotion  to  the  public  welfare  in  oilier  conned  Mrs.  A 
native  of  New  York,  Judge  Holmes  was  born  in  Madison  county  ~  il\  «  -$39, 
a  son  of  Luther  and  Nancy  (Pratt)  Holmes,  both  of  whom  \ 

New  Hampshire.  After  living  for  a  time  in  the  Empire  sta 
westward  to  Ohio,  and  Mrs.  Holmes  died  during  the  period 
in  that  state.  The  father  was  a  woolen  manufacturer  for  ? 
but  in  later  life  devoted  his  time  and  energies  to  the  minist 
ring  in  1864,  in  Ohio. 

Judge  Holmes  was  but  a  small  boy  when  he  accompanies 
removal  to  Ohio,  where  he  attended  the  common  schools  1 
age,  when,  in  1854,  the  family  home  was  established  at  . 
county,  Iowa.  There  he  was  for  three  years  a  student  in  the 
his  graduation  he  took  up  the  study  of  law,  believing  that  he 
congenial  life  work.  After  thorough  preparation  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar 
at  De  Witt,  Clinton  county,  and  immediately  afterward  formed  a  partnership 
with  Judge  Davis  McCarn  at  Anamosa.  There  he  engaged  in  practice  for  three 
years  and  in  1863  came  to  Des  Moines,  where  he  entered  the  office  of  his 
brother  W.  H.  Holmes,  who  had  been  elected  state  treasurer.  He  remained  as 
his  brother’s  assistant  for  four  years  and  then  resumed  the  practice  of  law  in 
this  city  with  L.  A.  Crane.  For  years  he  ranked  as  one  of  the  prominent  at¬ 
torneys  of  Des  Moines  and  for  a  long  period  was  counsel  for  Iowa  for  the 
Chicago,  St.  Paul  &  Kansas  City  Railroad,  now  a  part  of  the  Great  Western 
system.  After  terminating  his  partnership  with  Mr.  Crane  he  was  a  member  of 
the  firm  of  Holmes  &  Nottingham  for  a  time.  In  1889  he  was  appointed  judge 
of  the  district  court  to  fill  a  vacancy  and  in  the  following  year  was  elected  to 
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the  bench  against  the  famous  "bar  ticket.”  Four  times  he  was  elected  to  the 
office,  his  last  election  occurring  in  November,  1902.  His  third  term  would  have 
closed  with  the  end  of  that  year  but  on  the  23d  of  December,  1902,  he  passed 
away.  Elected  four  times,  no  higher  indication  of  public  trust  could  be  given. 
The  people  recognized  the  fact  that  they  had  in  Judge  Holmes  one  whose  de¬ 
cisions  were  ever  a  faithful  exposition  of  equity  and  the  law.  He  possessed 
talent,  learning,  tact,  patience  and  industry  and  was,  moreover,  a  man  of  well 
balanced  intellect.  Added  to  his  comprehensive  knowledge  of  the  principles 
of  jurisprudence  was  wide,  general  information,  and  to  all  of  his  legal  work  he 
brought  the  power  of  keen  analysis  and  a  self-control  that  was  maintained  even 
under  the  most  exasperating  conditions.  The  multitudinous  delicate  duties  of 
his  position  were  faithfully  discharged  and  he  was  regarded  as  one  of  the  ablest 
jurists  that  has  sat  upon  the  bench  of  this  district. 

For  some  years  Judge  Holmes  was  one  of  the  instructors  in  the  Iowa  Col¬ 
lege  of  Law  in  this  city  and  in  1899  published  a  volume  on  Iowa  Probate  Prac¬ 
tice.  In  1865  he  reorganized  the  State  Insurance  Company  and  served  as  its 
secretary  until  it  was  firmly  established.  He  assisted  in  railroad  promotion 
and  procured  the  right  of  way  through  this  part  of  the  state  for  the  Chicago  & 
Great  Western  Railway.  He  was  always  devoted  to  the  welfare  of  the  city  and 
active  in  its  behalf  and  proved  a  man  of  influence  in  the  community,  many  fol¬ 
lowing  his  leadership  because  of  a  recognition  of  the  soundness  of  his  judgment 
and  the  honesty  of  his  course. 

In  1863  Judge  Holmes  was  united  in  marriage,  at  Anamosa,  Iowa,  to  Miss 
Alice  O.  Crane,  of  that  city,  and  unto  them  was  born  a  daughter,  Mabel.  Judge 
Holmes  was  in  every  relation  of  life  a  man  whom  to  know  was  to  respect  and 
honor.  He  was  progressive  in  citizenshiup,  without  fear  and  without  reproach 
in  official  service,  devoted  to  his  family  and  friends  and  ever  wore  “the  pure 
white  flower  of  a  blameless  life.” 


ORLANDO  M.  BROCKETT. 

In  the  fourteen  years  of  his  residence  in  Des  Moines,  Orlando  M.  Brockett 
has  attained  distinction  not  only  as  one  of  the  strong  and  able  members  of  the 
bar  of  the  capital  city,  but  also  as  one  whose  efforts  in  other  directions  have 
been  of  material  benefit  to  Des  Moines.  He  is  a  champion  of  good  government 
and  of  the  rights  of  the  people  at  large,  and  his  labors  in  both  directions  have 
been  intensely  beneficial  to  the  city  and  her  people. 

A  native  of  Polk  county,  Mr.  Brockett  was  born  near  Adelphi,  March  11, 
1858.  His  father,  Calvin  Brockett,  was  born  in  Tennessee,  November  24, 
1821,  and  arrived  in  Polk  county  in  1848,  settling  in  what  was  then  LaFayette, 
one  of  the  principal  towns  in  the  county.  He  secured  a  patent  on  land  from 
President  Buchanan,  and  there  has  never  been  a  mortgage  on  the  property  from 
that  day  to  the  present.  In  his  childhood  he  had  accompanied  his  parents  on 
their  removal  to  White  county,  Illinois,  where  he  was  reared  upon  a  farm, 
his  early  experience  in  the  work  of  the  fields  qualifying  him  for  the  conduct 
of  important  farming  interests  following  his  removal  to  Iowa.  He  was  mar¬ 
ried  in  Effingham,  Illinois,  before  coming  to  Iowa,  to  Miss  Rowena  Hall,  and 
they  bad  a  family  of  five  sons  and  five  daughters,  all  of  whom,  with  the  ex¬ 
ception  of  the  eldest  son  and  daughter,  were  born  in  Polk  county,  while  eight 
of  the  number  are  now  living.  The  father,  whose  death  occurred  January  20, 
1911,  in  his  ninetieth  year,  was  always  a  stanch  republican,  prominent  in  the 
local  ranks  of  the  party,  and  had  held  many  offices,  serving  as  magistrate  and 
in  other  positions.  He  was  highly  respected  for  his  integrity  and  worth,  for 
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his  progressiveness  and  fidelity  in  citizenship,  and  for  his  energy  and  persever¬ 
ance  in  business.  His  wife  passed  away  on  the  21st  of  August,  1902. 

In  the  public  schools  Orlando  M.  Brockett  pursued  his  early  education  and 
later  attended  the  State  College  at  Ames.  In  1879  he  went  to  the  Iowa  College 
of  Law  and  was  graduated  in  1880.  He  then  located  for  practice  in  Carlisle, 
Warren  county,  where  he  spent  three  years  and  later  was  for  one  year  and  a 
half  in  active  practice  at  Angus,  and  at  the  same  time  conducted  the  Angus  Times. 
Subsequently  he  spent  a  year  in  Ogden,  Iowa,  and  in  the  fall  of  1886  was 
candidate  for  county  attorney,  but  was  defeated  by  two  votes.  At  the  next 
election  he  was  again  a  candidate  and  defeated  his  former  opponent  by  a  ma¬ 
jority  of  four.  He  filled  the  position  for  one  term  and  then  refused  reelection 
in  order  to  become  a  partner  in  the  firm  of  Jordan  &  Brockett,  which  relation¬ 
ship  was  maintained  for  seven  years.  In  1896  Mr.  Brockett  came  to  Des  Moines, 
and  for  a  year  was  associated  with  Major  Charles  McKenzie.  Subsequently 
he  was  in  partnership  with  Cromwell  Bowen  for  eleven  years,  but  since  1908 
has  been  alone  in  practice.  He  has  held  no  offices  here  but  served  as  city  so¬ 
licitor  of  Boone.  Mr.  Brockett  has  been  connected  with  considerable  important 

litigation.  He  won  distinction  in  connection  with  his  work  in  the  contempt  pro¬ 
ceedings  brought  against  Drady  et  al  in  the  district  court,  in  which  he  contended 
for  the  conclusiveness  of  the  answers  of  contemnors  unequivocally  denying  under 
oath  the  acts  of  contempt  charged  as  not  having  been  committed  in  the  presence 
of  the  court,  and  that  no  issue  can  be  joined  thereon  to  be  tried  as  a  con¬ 
troverted  question  of  fact.  After  a  thorough  research  and  argument  his  ad¬ 

versaries  conceded  that  such  was  the  correct  rule  established  by  the  greater 
weight  or  authority  at  common  law,  but  contended  that  some  language  found 
scattered  throughout  several  sections  of  our  statute  having  relation  to  contempts 
of  court,  when  considered  together,  amounted  to  a  repeal  of  the  common  law 
rule  by  implication. 

To  this  Mr.  Brockett  responded  that  no  such  construction  should  be  given 
to  such  language,  and  no  such  intent  should  be  imputed  to  the  legislature ;  second, 
if  it  was  necessary  to  give  it  such  construction,  and  to  impute  such  intent,  that 
it  is  repugnant  to  some  of  the  provisions  of  both  the  state  and  federal  con¬ 
stitution.  This  contention  proceeded  upon  the  theory  that  the  judicial  depart¬ 
ment  of  government  is  created  by  the  constitutions,  and,  as  the  implied  and  in¬ 
herent  powers  of  a  government  department  are  attributable  to  the  fundamental 
charter  which  creates  such  department,  the  power  to  preserve  order  and  punish 
contempts  of  court  is  a  constitutional  power,  and  can  neither  be  restricted  nor 
enlarged  by  another  department  of  the  government.  In  contempt  proceedings 
the  courts  must  do  all  that  it  is  necessary  for  them  to  do  to  preserve  order 
and  enforce  respect  for  their  authority,  and  in  this  neither  the  legislature  nor 
executive  branches  can  interfere  with  or  restrict  them ;  and  beyond  this,  they 
cannot  authorize  them  to  go.  Moreover,  it  has  always  been  held  that  as  one 
accused  of  an  indirect  criminal  contempt  has  complete  protection  against  one 
man  power  of  the  court  by  invoking  the  rule  of  the  conclusiveness  of  his  denial 
under  oath,  the  proceeding  is  therefore  not  a  trial,  and  does  not  violate  the 
constitutional  provisions  of  the  right  of  accused  persons  to  trial  by  jury,  due 
process  of  law  etc;  that  to  permit  the  legislature  to  change  the  fundamental 
character  of  the  proceeding  so  as  to  permit  the  court  to  authorize  a  joinder  of 
issue  with  the  answer  and  to  determine  upon  trial  and  evidence  as  an  ordinary 
issue  of  fact,  would  make  it  a  proceeding  in  contravention  of  the  guarantees 
of  trial  by  jury,  appeal  and  due  process  of  law;  for  there  is  no  appeal  from 
judgments  in  contempt  proceedings.  Upon  the  review  in  the  state  supreme 
court  of  the  acts  of  the  district  court  of  this  county  in  these  matters,  that  court 
filed  an  opinion,  by  the  late  Justice  Bishop,  sustaining  his  contention  as  to  the 
conclusiveness  of  the  answers  at  common  law,  but  sustaining  the  contention 
of  his  adversaries  that  the  rule  had  been  repealed  by  our  legislature  by  implica- 
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tion  and  that  such  action  was  constitutional.  See  Drady  vs.  Given,  Judge,  126 
Iowa,  345. 

The  judges  of  the  supreme  court  concede  that  their  opinion  attracted  quite 
general  attention  from  the  journals  of  the  profession  throughout  the  country 
and  that  they  quite  generally  condemned  the  conclusion  of  the  court  upon  the 
constitutional  question.  This  occurred  in  1905.  Later  the  question  of  the 
conclusiveness  of  the  answers  of  contemnors  in  such  cases  came  before  the 
supreme  court  of  the  United  States  in  the  celebrated  case  of  United  States 
of  America  vs.  Joseph  F.  Shipp  and  twenty-six  others,  214  U.  S.,  386.  29  Supreme 
Court  R.  637. 

A  prisoner  who  had  been  convicted  in  the  courts  of  Chattanooga  for  a 
capital  offense  and  against  whom  a  death  penalty  had  been  adjudged,  had  pro¬ 
cured  a  writ  to  issue,  under  order  of  the  supreme  court,  to  bring  the  proceed¬ 
ings,  in  which  he  had  been  convicted  into  that  court  for  the  purpose  of  review¬ 
ing  the  complaint  of  the  prisoner  that  in  such  proceedings,  he  had  been  denied 
some  rights  guaranteed  by  the  Federal  constitution;  after  the  service  of  this 
writ  the  prisoner  was  lynched  by  a  mob  in  Chattanooga.  Shipp,  who  was  the 
sheriff,  together  with  twenty-six  others  were  charged  with  having  committed  a 
contempt  of  the  supreme  court  of  the  United  States  in  abetting  or  participating 
in  the  lynching.  The  opinion  of  the  supreme  court  of  the  United  States  on  this 
particular  point  however,  was  filed  at  an  earlier  stage  in  ruling  on  the  motion 
and  may  be  found  in  203  U.  S.,  P.  563,  27  S.  C.  Rep.  165. 

Notwithstanding  that  research  and  argument  led  adverse  counsel  in  the 
Drady  case  to  concede  the  rule  of  conclusiveness  of  such  answers  at  common 
law,  it  was  denied  by  the  supreme  court  of  the  United  States  in  the  Shipp  case 
with  scant  respect.  After  the  statement  of  the  doctrine,  Mr.  Justice  Holmes 
said :  “On  this  occasion  we  shall  not  go  into  the  history  of  the  notion.  It  may 
be  that  it  was  an  intrusion  or  perversion  of  the  canon  law,  as  is  suggested  by 
the  propounding  of  interrogatories  and  the  very  phrase,  ‘purgation  by  oath,' 
(juramentum  purgatorium) .  If  so,  it  is  a  fragment  of  a  system  of  proof  which 
does  not  prevail  in  theory  or  as  a  whole,  and  the  reason  why  it  has  not  dis¬ 
appeared  perhaps  may  be  found  in  the  rarity  with  which  contempts  occur.” 

Mr.  Brockett  feels  that  this  puts  it  into  the  power  of  the  judges  to  try 
and  condemn  accused  persons  upon  the  evidence  of  others  without  presentation 
by  indictment,  the  right  of  trial  by  jury,  or  appeal;  and  if,  as  contended  by  some 
on  good  authority  and  apparently  on  sound  principle,  the  legislature  cannot 
restrict  the  punishment,  the  unfortunate  who  happens  to  incur  the  displeasure 
of  some  irascible  and  eccentric  judge  may  find  that  there  is  a  form  of  legalized 
oppression  and  persecution  in  America,  that  it  would  be  hard  to  make  any¬ 
one  believe  could  exist  here. 

Mr.  Brockett  made  a  very  strong  and  logical  argument  before  a  committee 
of  the  judiciary  of  the  house  of  representatives  at  one  of  the  hearings  on  the 
anti-injunction  legislation  then  being  urged  by  the  labor  organizations  or  some 
of  them.  On  that  occasion  he  represented  the  Business  Men’s  Association  of 
Des  Moines  and  the  State  Manufacturers  Association  of  the  state  of  Iowa. 

Mr.  Brockett  has  been  admitted  to  practice  before  the  United  States  supreme 
court.  He  is  a  local  representative  of  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Rail¬ 
way  Company,  and  throughout  the  period  of  his  residence  in  Des  Moines  has 
enjoyed  a  large  and  important  practice  here. 

Aside  from  his  profession  Mr.  Brockett  has  done  important  work  for  the 
city,  being  a  stanch  advocate  of  municipal  progress,  reform,  and  improvement. 
During  city  elections  he  made  many  addresses  in  favor  of  the  commission  form 
of  government  (the  Des  Moines  plan),  confining  his  arguments  largely  to  the 
legal  aspects  of  the  matter.  His  addresses  were  convincing  and  very  efficacious 
and  contributed  in  no  small  measure  toward  the  adoption  of  the  plan  which 
embodying  what  is  largely  an  ideal  form  of  government  has  been  adopted  by 
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various  other  cities.  In  his  political  views  Mr.  Brockett  has  ever  been  a  re¬ 
publican,  strong  and  earnest  in  support  of  the  principles  in  which  he  believes. 

In  1880  Mr.  Brockett  was  married  to  Miss  Ellen  Mahan,  a  native  of  Carl¬ 
isle,  Iowa,  and  they  have  two  children :  Louise,  now  the  wife  of  Edward  Weitz 
of  Des  Moines ;  and  Ralph.  Mr.  Brockett  has  a  very  wide  acquaintance  in 
Des  Moines,  and  enjoys  the  respect  and  confidence  of  his  fellowmen  because 
of  his  fearless  advocacy  of  what  he  believes  to  be  right  and  his  loyal  support 
of  many  progressive  movements.  He  holds  membership  with  the  Knights  of 
Pythias  and  the  First  Baptist  church,  and  is  interested  in  the  welfare  and  up¬ 
building  of  both  organizations. 


CAPTAIN  CHARLES  LEACH  WATROUS. 

Captain  Charles  Leach  Watrous,  president  of  the  Watrous  Nursery  Com¬ 
pany,  has  been  engaged  in  business  as  a  nurseryman  and  fruit  grower  of  Des 
Moines  for  more  than  four  decades  and  has  long  been  numbered  among  the 
most  prominent  and  respected  residents  of  the  city.  He  was  born  in  Freetown, 
Cortland  county,  New  York,  on  the  13th  of  January,  1837,  his  parents  being 
Joseph  and  Lydia  E.  (Leach)  Watrous,  also  natives  of  New  York.  The  grand¬ 
parents  were  from  New  England,  their  ancestors  having  all  come  from  old 
England  and  were  among  the  very  earliest  to  settle  in  the  new  land.  They  were 
patriotic  men,  five  in  direct  line,  having  served  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution, 
and  more  than  that  number  in  the  various  wars  in  defense  of  the  colonists 
against  the  Indians  and  French.  Some  came  in  the  Mayflower.  The  father 
followed  farming  during  his  active  career  and  died  in  Cortland,  January  24, 
1887,  the  mother  died  in  Cortland,  March  24,  1890. 

Charles  L.  Watrous  was  reared  on  the  farm,  attending  the  country  schools. 
At  the  age  of  sixteen,  he  began  the  life  of  a  student,  teaching  when  necessary 
to  obtain  money  for  further  study.  He  taught  in  New  York,  Pennsylvania 
and  Illinois,  being  present  in  the  latter  state  at  Freeport  in  1858  at  the  momen¬ 
tous  debate  at  that  place  between  Abraham  Lincoln  and  Senator  Douglas. 
Standing  very  near  and  immediately  in  front  of  the  platform,  he  was  able  to 
note  every  word  and  move.  The  fateful  question  of  Mr.  Lincoln,  which  hope¬ 
lessly  divided  the  Democratic  party  and  laid  the  foundation  for  his  own  election 
as  president  two  years  afterward  and  the  great  war  a  few  months  later,  was 
one  of  the  dramatic  incidents.  His  first  public  school  was  the  New  York  Cen¬ 
tral  College,  the  first  in  the  United  States  to  admit  both  sexes  and  all  colors  on 
an  equality.  Later  he  attended  Cortland  Academy  at  Homer,  New  York,  from 
which  he  was  graduated  in  i860  and  entered  the  junior  class  of  the  University 
of  Michigan  the  same  autumn  upon  passing  the  examinations  on  the  work  of  the 
first  two  years. 

In  the  spring  of  1861,  the  war  cloud  burst.  The  students  formed  companies 
and  drilled  diligently  but  thought  little  of  actual  war.  Most  of  the  students 
there  were  poor  boys  with  a  single  absorbing  ambition,  to  become  scholars.  The 
summer  vacation  was  spent  by  some  at  the  university  for  study.  In  harvest 
the  farmers  wanted  help  and  the  boys  responded.  There,  one  noon,  came  a 
farmer  with  a  newspaper  full  of  the  details  of  that  most  humiliating  disaster  at 
Bull  Run.  That  afternoon  the  whole  face  of  the  world  changed  for  one.  The 
one  ambition  of  life,  to  become  a  scholar,  was  set  over  against  duty  to  country, 
but  before  sunset,  duty  had  won,  once  and  for  all.  Letters  were  written  home 
urging  the  raising  of  a  regiment  of  the  farmer  boys  used  to  labor  and  the  rifle 
from  boyhood,  and  offering  to  go  home  and  help.  One  Saturday  evening,  a 
letter  came,  “We  are  going  to  raise  a  regiment.  If  you  want  to  go  to  war,  come." 
Monday  evening. at  5:30,  the  student  and  all  his  university  belongings  were  on 
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the  train.  Within  twenty-four  hours  the  work  of  enlisting  a  company  was  under 
way,  beginning  with  cousins  and  playmates.  Being  chosen  captain,  he  was  in 
command  of  his  company  in  every  duty  and  danger  until  the  evening  of  August 
29,  1862,  when  in  one  of  the  engagements  of  the  second  Bull  Run,  he  received 
three  bullets  and  was  helped  to  the  rear.  By  a  mistake,  the  line  of  the  regiment 

was  shortened  so  as  to  force  out  of  place  the  men  in  the  middle  of  the  line, 

near  the  colors.  The  air  was  full  of  bullets.  In  their  confusion  some  began 
firing  in  the  air  and  a  panic  was  imminent.  The  Captain  used  every  means 
to  restore  order,  but  it  was  impossible  to  re-form  the  line,  from  lack  of  space. 
In  desperation  and  to  save  a  break  to  the  rear,  he  elbowed  his  way  through  the 
confusion  and  walked  several  yards  to  the  front,  resolved  to  stay  there  as 
long  as  he  could,  knowing  his  men  would  not  run  away  from  him.  The  grey 
rebel  line  was  in  plain  view,  kneeling  a  couple  of  hundred  yards  in  front.  Noth¬ 
ing  was  to  be  done  but  watch  the  rifles  come  up  to  a  level  and  spit  a  jet  of  fire 
and  smoke  and  listen  to  the  sound  of  the  bullets,  which  was  like  the  sound  of  a 

hive  of  angry  bees.  The  air  seemed  full.  It  surely  could  not  last  long.  The 

setting  sun  swung  near  the  horizon  in  plain  sight  and,  instinctively,  his  gaze 
rested  on  its  mellow  light.  One  hope  and  question  came  vividly,  and  no  other, 
“I  wonder  if  ‘over  there,’  there  will  be  a  chance  to  study  all  I  want  to  without 
the  trouble  and  pain  of  this  poor  weak  body,”  and  the  prospect  had  no  terror 
at  all.  A  warm  stream  of  blood  was  felt  flowing  down  the  right  thigh  and  the 
thought  came  that  it  must  be  looked  after.  A  glance  downward  showed  another 
stream  running  out  of  the  left  sleeve  and  the  wait  to  be  killed  had  ended.  The 
wound  in  the  arm  did  not  respond  to  treatment  and  in  January,  1863,  the  Cap¬ 
tain  was  honorably  discharged  and  mustered  out  of  service,  “On  account  of 
disability  from  gun-shot  wounds  received  in  battle"  as  the  discharge  recited. 

In  the  autumn  of  1863  he  was  able  to  return  to  the  university,  passing  the  ex¬ 
aminations  in  the  studies  of  the  senior  year  of  the  literary  course  and  receiving 
his  diploma,  while  carrying  on  the  studies  of  the  course  in  law,  from  which 
school  he  was  graduated  in  March,  1865.  In  July  the  same  year,  he  located  at 
Winchester,  Virginia,  for  the  practice  of  his  profession,  assisting  in  the  first 
attempt  at  civil  rule.  He  served  as  county  attorney  for  three  years,  in  the 
meantime  receiving  presidential  appointment  as  one  of  the  United  States  reg¬ 
istering  board  to  examine  and  administer  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  United 
States  to  all  persons  “lately  in  rebellion”  who  met  the  requirements  and  sub¬ 
scribed  to  the  oath. 

The  life  of  a  northern  man  in  the  south  immediately  following  the  close  of 
the  war  was  apt  to  be  as  full  of  danger  as  of  interest.  One  incident  out  of 
many  will  illustrate.  In  the  fall  of  1866,  the  question  was  under  discussion 
whether  the  people  of  the  state  should  adopt  a  new  constitution,  abolishing 
slavery  and  be  restored  to  statehood,  or  should  still  remain  under  military  rule 
as  theretofore.  Those  opposing  the  new  constitution  asked  the  Union  men  to 
meet  for  discussion  of  the  question  at  Newtown,  which  is  on  the  road  of  Sher¬ 
idan’s  celebrated  ride  from  Winchester  to  Cedar  creek.  The  Captain  was  called 
upon  first  and  spoke  from  the  porch  of  the  hotel,  the  audience  being  in  the 
bright  moonlight  in  front.  His  argument  proceeded  quietly  until  suddenly  he 
noticed  several  men  struggling  a  few  feet  away.  At  the  same  instant  a  large 
man,  an  ex-major  of  the  rebel  army,  sprang  before  him,  protecting  him  with 
his  body  from  the  struggling  men.  Looking  over  his  shoulder  at  them,  he  said, 
“Men,  be  careful,  do  not  do  anything  that  you  cannot  repair  and  that  will  make 
us  all  sorry.  We  have  invited  this  man  here  to  speak.  After  he  has  finished 
we  will  answer  his  argument.”  In  an  instant  the  men  separated  and  the  speech 
was  finished  without  any  other  disturbance.  On  entering  the  hotel  it  was 
learned  that  some  men,  drinking  at  the  bar,  had  been  upbraided  by  a  woman  foi 
allowing  any  Yankee  to  live  and  speak  there,  saying  her  son  had  been  killed  by 
the  Yankees  during  the  war.  They  had  taken  drink  enough  to  be  ready  for  any- 
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thing  and  made  a  plan  to  go  around  to  the  front,  engage  in  a  sham  fight  among 
themselves  and  shoot  the  Yankee.  A  good  Quaker  friend  drove  him  to  Win¬ 
chester  swiftly  by  another  road  without  incident.  This  was  no  more  than  hap¬ 
pened  to  many  Union  soldiers  who  tried  to  live  in  the  south  while  the  embers 
were  yet  too  hot.  It  was  necessary  to  go  armed  on  the  streets  after  dark  and 
allow  no  one  to  come  up  behind  without  careful  scrutiny. 

The  future,  there,  promised  nothing  worth  the  risk,  the  country  was  dis¬ 
tracted  and  impoverished.  In  the  spring  of  1869,  still  suffering  from  the  effects 
of  his  wounds,  he  felt  obliged  under  medical  advice  to  forego  professional  life 
and  work  in  the  open  air.  He  came  to  Des  Moines  and,  purchasing  twenty 
acres  of  land  soon  after,  began  the  nursery  business,  which  he  has  since  followed. 
He  was  the  first  in  Des  Moines  to  carry  on  the  business  in  a  commercial  way, 
that  is,  by  selling  his  products  at  a  distance  by  agents  and  filling  the  orders  by 
tailroad  shipments.  All  others  had  depended  upon  sales  at  the  nursery.  By 
additional  purchases  from  time  to  time,  he  extended  his  nursery  to  the  area 
of  one  hundred  and  forty-five  acres.  This,  with  additional  land  rented  from 
time  to  time  in  the  neighborhood,  gave  space  for  a  large  business,  employing 
seventy-five  to  one  hundred  salesmen.  He  has  also  other  pieces  of  property 
in  the  city. 

In  1872,  he  became  a  member  of  the  State  Horticultural  Society  and  has  been 
an  active  and  earnest  worker  in  it  until  the  present  time,  always  taking  a  prom¬ 
inent  part  in  the  conduct  of  its  affairs  and  having  served  as  its  president  four 
years.  As  chairman  of  its  committee  on  legislation  in  1902,  he  wrote  and  se¬ 
cured  introduction  into  the  legislature,  the  pure  food  bill,  which  with  minor 
amendments  and  after  four  years  of  defeat  by  the  interests,  finally  became  the 
law  of  the  state,  to  our  great  advantage. 

He  became  a  member  of  the  American  Association  of  Nurserymen  soon 
after  its  organization  and  has  always  been  actively  engaged  in  its  various  activ¬ 
ities,  serving  on  many  important  committees  and  two  terms  as  president. 

In  1887,  he  became  an  active  member  of  the  American  Pomological  Society, 
the  most  influential  society  in  the  world  for  the  study  and  classification  of  fruits, 
serving  as  chairman  of  its  general  fruit  committee,  then  as  first  vice  president. 
In  1897,  he  was  elected  president,  holding  the  office  by  reelection  six  years  and 
has  been  chairman  of  its  executive  committee  ever  since. 

In  the  autumn  of  1904,  he  was  commissioned  by  the  United  States  depart¬ 
ment  of  agriculture  to  visit  the  Philippines  and  other  oriental  countries  to  study 
horticultural  conditions  there  and  make  inquiries  about  the  introduction  of  cer¬ 
tain  fruits  into  the  United  States.  He  made  a  report  to  the  department  of 
agriculture  and  wrote  a  more  extended  account  of  his  observations  for  the 
American  Pomological  Society,  which  was  read  at  its  meeting  in  1905.  He  has 
for  many  years  written  extensively  upon  horticultural  subjects  for  various  soci¬ 
eties  and  for  newspapers.  He  has  kept  up  his  interest  in  studious  affairs  and 
has  always  remained  an  earnest  reader,  especially  in  lines  relating  to  history, 
economics  and  the  natural  sciences.  He  has  a  private  library  of  some  five  or 
six  hundred  carefully  selected  volumes  containing  many  of  the  most  noted 
books  in  the  language.  All  his  children  have  been  given  university  training. 

On  the  25th  of  December,  1865,  Captain  Watrous  was  married  to  Miss  So¬ 
phia  Glover,  a  daughter  of  Oliver  and  Eliza  (Trowbridge)  Glover,  both  of 
whom  were  natives  of  New  York.  Her  father,  a  capitalist,  spent  his  entire  life 
in  that  state,  passing  away  in  Homer,  Cortland  county,  New  York,  April  18, 
1886.  Mrs.  Glover  died  December  17,  1883.  The  Captain  and  Mrs.  Watrous 
have  four  children:  Marion  Isabel,  born  in  Homer,  New  York,  February  2, 
1869;  Philip  Bernard,  born  August  4,  1870;  Edward  Lacy,  born  August  3, 
1872;  and  Charles  Albert,  born  June  12,  1875,  all  in  Des  Moines,  Iowa.  They 
are  married  and  have  children,  as  follows:  Marion  Isabel  Watrous  to  James 
Rowland  Angell,  married  at  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  December  18,  1894.  They 
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reside  in  Chicago,  Mr.  Angell  being  professor  of  psychology  and-  dean  of  the 
faculty  in  Chicago  University.  Their  children  are  James  Waterhouse  Angell, 
born  May  20,  1898,  and  Marian  Waterhouse  Caswell  Angell,  born  May  29, 
100*  Philip  Bernard  Watrous  married  to  Mary  Martha  Maish,  September  9, 
1Q02  Their  children  are  Philip  Maish  Watrous,  born  April  15,  1906,  Goidon 
Glover  Watrous,  born  December  23,  1908;  and  George  Maish  Watrous,  born 
February  19,  1911.  Edward  Lacy  Watrous  married  to  Agnes  Mathilda  Brunner, 
September  10,  1902.  Charles  Albert  Watrous  married  to  Cora  Campbell  Wol¬ 
cott  April  14,  1903.  Their  children  are  Marion  Wolcott  Watrous,  born  No¬ 
vember  25,  1905,  and  Charles  Wolcott  Watrous,  born  October  16,  1908.  The 

three  sons  reside  in  Des  Moines.  .  00  1  a 

Captain  Watrous  is  a  republican  in  politics.  From  1883  to  1885  he  served 

as  member  of  the  Iowa  legislature.  He  served  several  years  as  school  director 
and  for  many  years  as  justice  of  the  peace  in  a  democratic  township,  being 
reelected  by  political  opponents  without  opposition.  He  has  always  been  rea  y 
to  take  active  part  in  works  for  civic  betterment,  having  served  actively  on  t  le 
citizens’  committees  that  secured  lower  rates  for  gas  and  water.  He  took  an 
active  and  laborious  part  in  the  work  of  changing  the  city  government  from  the 
old  way  to  the  commission  form.  He  selected  and  secured  options  on  the  land 
where  the  new  Fort  Des  Moines  stands  and  was  among  a  few  to  make 
its  establishment  a  success.  He  is  a  member  of  Crocker  Post  G.  A.  R.,  a  senior 
member  of  the  Iowa  Commandery  Loyal  Legion  U.  S.  and  has  seived  as  de 
partment  commander.  He  also  has  membership  in  the  patriotic  societies  Sons 
of  the  American  Revolution,  Sons  of  the  Colonial  Wars  and  the  Society  of  } 
flower  Descendants,  and  of  the  Grant  Club  and  the  Commercial  Club  of  Les 

Moines. 


JOHN  JOSEPH  HALLORAN. 

Among  the  native  sons  of  Des  Moines  who  have  made  creditable  records  in 
business  and  professional  circles  is  numbered  John  Joseph  Halloran  a  lawyer  o 
ability,  who  in  January,  1901,  was  called  to  the  office  of  legal  adviser  of  the 
board  of  supervisors,  in  which  position  he  still  continues.  Moreover,  he  is  a  lec- 
ognized  leader  in  republican  circles,  and  his  labors  have  been  an  element  in  the 

Growth  and  success  of  the  party  in  Polk  county.  Tr.  f  .. 

John  Joseph  Halloran  was  born  in  Des  Moines,  March  7,  1869.  His  father, 
William  Halloran,  a  native  of  Ireland,  was  born  in  1813,  and  on  coming  to  t 
United  States  settled  first  in  Le  Roy,  New  York,  being  .nearly  manhood  at  the 
time.  There  he  married  Catherine  Conroy,  a  native  of  Ireland  and  in  the 
spring  of  1836  they  removed  westward  to  Des  Moines,  where  Mr.  Halloran  iva 
empolyed  as  a  laborer.  He  gradually  advanced  in  business,  however,  and l  or 
ten  years  prior  to  his  death  lived  retired.  He  was  a  hard-working  mdustr  ous 
man  whose  life  was  characterized  by  honesty  and  business  integrity.  He  num 
bered  among  his  friends  all  the  prominent  old  pioneers  of  the  city  with  who 
he  was  on  most  cordial  terms.  His  widow  survived  him  and  passed  away  in 
Aoril  iqio  at  the  age  of  eighty-two  years.  Until  1909  she  had  resided  con 
tinuously  in  the  house  which  her  husband  had  erected  in.  1857,  it  remaining  her 
home  for  more  than  a  half  century.  In  the  family  were  six  sons  and  a  daughter 
all  of  whom  were  born  in  Des  Moines,  namely:  James,  now  deceased  No  a, 
who  is  living  in  Des  Moines;  M.  P.,  also  of  Des  Moines;  Thomas  of  Nebraska, 
W.  A.,  of  this  city;  D.  C.,  who  has  passed  away;  and  John  Joseph.  . 

The  last  named  was  educated  in  St.  Ambrose  parochial  school  and  in  t  e 
law  department  of  Drake  University,  from  which  he  was  graduated  with  th 
class  of  1895.  He  began  the  practice  of  law  alone  at  Des  Moines,  and  was  not 
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long  in  establishing  himself  in  a  creditable  position  as  a  representative  of  the 
bar.  Moreover,  he  was  soon  recognized  as  a  factor  in  political  circles.  In  1896 
he  took  prominent  part  in  the  campaign  of  that  year,  serving  as  secretary  of  the 
republican  county  central  committee.  In  1897  *le  was  appointed  justice  of  the 
peace  for  Des  Moines  township,  his  appointment  coming  to  him  from  the  trustees, 
and  at  the  ensuing  election  he  was  regularly  elected  to  the  office,  in  which  he 
served  for  three  years  and  then  voluntarily  retired  to  enter  upon  the  active 
practice  of  law.  In  January,  1901,  he  was  selected  by  the  board  of  supervisors 
of  the  county  as  their  legal  adviser,  in  which  connection  he  had  charge  of  all 
the  civil  business  of  the  county.  He  has  been  again  and  again  reelected  to  that 
position  so  that  he  is  now  serving  for  the  tenth  year.  Daring  this  period  the 
county  has  erected  an  eight  hundred  thousand  dollar  courthouse,  and  Mr.  Hal- 
loran  had  personal  charge  of  the  drafting  and  contracts.  In  connection  with  the 
building  only  one  small  piece  of  litigation  arose  and  in  that  the  county  won. 
The  work  was  so  carefully  done  that  the  building  was  completed  and  turned  over 
with  only  four  hundred  dollars  charged  as  extras.  Mr.  Halloran  also  had  charge 
of  the  construction  of  the  new  jail,  which  is  one  of  the  most  complete  in  the 
United  States,  representing  an  investment  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand 
dollars,  in  which  connection  he  had  charge  of  all  of  the  legal  work.  He  has 
also  had  charge  of  the  development  of  drainage  work  in  the  county,  which  is 
divided  into  fourteen  drainage  districts.  He  is  now  connected  with  the  law 
faculty  of  Drake  University,  having  been  selected  by  the  board  of  trustees  of  the 
university  in  1909. 

On  the  1 2th  of  October,  1898.  Mr.  Halloran  was  married  to  Miss  Ottilia 
j.  Ivivits,  a  native  of  St.  Louis,  and  they  have  three  children :  Mary,  born  Sep¬ 
tember  5,  1899;  Ruth,  born  June  3,  1904;  and  John  Joseph,  Jr.,  born  May  19, 
1907.  Mr.  Halloran  holds  membership  with  the  Knights  of  Columbus,  and  was 
grand  knight  of  the  local  council  for  one  term.  He  was  also  a  delegate  to  its 
national  convention  at  Mobile  in  1909,  and  he  holds  membership  with  the  Ancient 
Order  of  United  Workmen  and  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America.  He  is  a 
man  of  high  character  and  ability  and  whatever  success  he  has  achieved  or  en¬ 
joyed  in  life  is  attributable  entirelv  to  his  own  labor.  He  comes  of  good  honest 
Irish  stock,  and  many  of  the  sterling  characteristics  of  the  Celtic  race  are  man¬ 
ifest  in  his  life.  He  has  become  recognized  as  one  of  the  strong  representa¬ 
tives  of  the  legal  fraternity  in  Des  Moines,  and  that  he  is  most  capable  as  the 
legal  advisor  of  the  board  of  supervisors  is  indicated  in  the  fact  that  he  has 
been  continuously  elected  to  the  office  for  a  period  of  more  than  ten  vears. 


GEORGE  MILFORD  CHAPPEL,  M.  D. 

The  United  States  weather  bureau  is  a  great  American  institution  and  one 
that  has  proven  of  vast  benefit  to  the  country.  Each  year  gives  evidence  of 
its  increasing  usefulness,  especially  as  it  aids  the  agricultural  interests,  and 
in  Iowa,  one  of  the  greatest  of  the  agricultural  states,  the  bureau  receives  de¬ 
served  recognition.  Among  the  men  who  have  contributed  largely  toward  the 
efficiency  of  the  service  is  Dr.  George  Milford  Chappel,  chief  of  the  Iowa  divi¬ 
sion.  He  was  born  in  Clayburg,  Clinton  county.  New  York,  August  9,  1858, 
the  son  of  Allen  and  Maria  (Vaughan)  Chappel,  the  latter  of  whom  was  born 
in  Plattsburg,  New  York,  February  8,  1833.  The  father  was  born  at  Highgate, 
Vermont,  August  4.  1829,  and  became  successfully  identified  with  the  mercan¬ 
tile  business.  There  were  four  children  in  the  family:  Charles  Henry,  now 
of  Baltimore,  Maryland;  George  Milford,  of  this  review;  Vernon  P.,  of  Iron 
Mountain,  Michigan ;  and  Laura  M.,  now  Mrs.  Burdette  Stryker,  of  Harris¬ 
burg.  Pennsylvania.  The  maternal  grandfather  of  Mr.  Chappel,  Nobel  A. 
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Vaughan,  participated  in  the  war  of  1812,  and  the  mother’s  grandparents  on  both 
sides  were  soldiers  of  the  Revolutionary  war.  Her  grandfather,  Benjamin 
Vaughan,  served  under  Ethan  Allen  and  was  wounded  in  the  battle  of  Benning¬ 
ton,  while  her  grandfather  Merriam  entered  the  patriot  army  the  day  after  the 
battle  of  Lexington.  John  Chappel,  the  grandfather  on  the  paternal  side,  was 
also  numbered  among  the  patriots  who  helped  to  free  the  colonies  from  British 
rule. 

George  Milford  Chappel  received  his  preliminary  education  in  the  public 
schools  of  Clinton  county,  New  York,  later  attending  the  public  schools  of 
Washington,  D.  C,  for  two  and  one-half  years,  and  subsequently  becoming  a 
student  of  Hunt’s  Academy,  where  he  continued  for  one  year.  He  took  up 
his  medical  studies  in  Philadelphia,  carrying  them  forward  in  Michigan  and  at 
Omaha,  Nebraska,  and  graduating  from  the  medical  department  of  Drake  Uni¬ 
versity,  in  1890,  with  the  degree  of  M.  D.  He  began  his  active  career  as  clerk 
in  a  grocery  store  at  Washington,  D.  C.,  but  after  two  years  secured  a  posi¬ 
tion  in  the  office  of  a  pension  and  patent  attorney,  which  he  held  for  two 
years.  On  March  30,  1881,  being  then  twenty-three  years  of  age,  he  became 
identified  with  the  service  to  which  he  has  devoted  the  principal  energies  of 
his  life.  After  studying  at  the  school  of  instruction  at  Fort  Myer,  Virginia,  for 
eight  months,  he  was  transferred  to  Savannah,  Georgia,  as  assistant  observer, 
continuing  at  that  point  from  December  1,  1881,  to  September  1,  1883.  He 
then  went  to  Philadelphia,  where  he  was  on  duty  from  September,  1883,  to  July 
15,  1885,  being  then  transferred  to  Mackinaw,  Michigan,  as  observer  in  charge 
of  the  station.  In  August,  1887,  he  was  assigned  in  charge  of  the  office  at 
Omaha,  Nebraska,  where  he  remained  until  July  31,  1888,  then  coming  to  Des 
Moines  and  taking  charge  of  the  office  in  this  city,  where  he  has  since  continued. 

In  1889,  the  state  weather  service  was  established,  securing  the  assistance  of 
cooperative  observers  who  were  supplied  with  government  thermometers,  rain 
gauge  and  blanks,  taking  daily  observations  and  reporting  to  the  main  office 
at  Des  Moines,  from  which  weekly  bulletins  have  been  issued  to  the  farmers 
of  Iowa  during  the  season  of  crop  growing  each  year.  In  1890,  the  state  legis¬ 
lature  passed  an  act  authorizing  the  Iowa  weather  and  crop  service,  of  which 
Dr.  Chappel  served  as  assistant  director  until  January  1,  1908,  when  he  was 
appointed  director  of  the  state  service.  The  bulletins  issued  from  his  office 
have  been  of  very  great  value  to  farmers  all  over  the  state,  and  the  system  of 
which  he  is  at  the  head  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  most  satisfactory  of  the 
kind  in  the  United  States.  It  has  become  one  of  the  permanent  features  which 
no  well  informed  citizen  would  consent  to  have  discontinued,  and  its  success 
has  in  an  important  degree  been  due  ba  the  ability,  application  and  progressive¬ 
ness  of  its  director.  On  July  1,  1909,  Dr.  Chappel  was  appointed  one  of 
twelve  district  editors  of  the  Monthly  Weather  Review,  his  district  being  known 
as  district  No.  5,  covering  the  territory  north  of  the  Ohio  river  in  the  Missis¬ 
sippi  valley.  This  is  a  most  important  work  and  one  that  is  of  great  value  to 
engineers  and  contractors,  as  well  as  to  scientific  bodies. 

On  the  15th  of  July,  1885,  Dr.  Chappel  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Emma  J.  Fonteneau,  who  was  born  in  Philadelphia,  May  18,  1861,  a  daughter 
of  Edward  and  Josephine  (Julliard)  Fonteneau,  both  natives  of  France.  Two 
sons  have  blessed  the  union  of  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Chappel,  the  eldest  of  whom, 
Milford  E.,  was  born  at  Mackinaw,  Michigan,  May  7,  1886.  He  was  graduated 
from  the  engineering  department  of  the  Iowa  State  College  at  Ames,  in  June, 
1909,  and  is  now  connected  with  the  Brett  Contracting  Engineering  Company,  of 
Wilson,  North  Carolina.  Allen  R.,  the  second  son,  was  born  November  30, 
1888,  at  Des  Moines,  and  is  now  in  the  junior  class  at  the  Iowa  State  College. 

Dr.  Chappel  is  politically  identified  with  the  republican  party,  and  frater¬ 
nally  holds  membership  in  the  Masonic  order,  the  Elks,  and  the  Yeomen  of 
America.  He  is  also,  by  virtue  of  the  services  of  his  ancestors,  a  member 
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of  the  Sons  of  the  American  Revolution.  The  duties  of  his  office  require  his 
close  attention,  and  in  the  specialty  which  he  chose  as  his  life  work  he  has  shown 
a  remarkable  capacity  and  has  gained  a  reputation  as  one  of  the  most  efficient 
officers  in  the  service.  He  is  a  constant  student  of  both  science  and  literature 
and  possesses  rare  faculties  of  observation.  He  may  be  regarded  as  a  repre¬ 
sentative  type  of  the  educated  man  of  the  twentieth  century  who  knows  what 
he  wants  and  generally  succeeds  in  what  he  undertakes. 


EDWARD  HOWARD  HUNTER. 

Some  men  are  born  with  a  capacity  for  business  responsibility  and  apparently 
no  discouragement  and  no  obstacle  can  prevent  these  favored  sons  of  fortune 
from  attaining  the  object  of  their  ambition.  They  possess  within  themselves 
resources  of  energy,  persistence  and  progressiveness  necessary  in  carrying  out 
important  enterprises  or  in  formulating  new  ones,  and  in  their  hands  rest 
largely  today  the  destiny  of  state  and  nation. 

Edward  Howard  Hunter,  of  Des  Moines,  belongs  to  the  financial  leaders  of 
Iowa.  He  is  a  native  of  Waterloo,  New  York,  and  was  born  September  13, 
1855,  a  son  of  George  and  Mary  (Carney)  Hunter.  The  father  was  descended 
from  Scotch  and  the  mother  from  Irish  ancestry.  George  Hunter  was  engaged 
in  the  business  of  stone  quarrying  in  the  Empire  state. 

Until  he  arrived  at  the  age  of  sixteen  the  subject  of  this  review  lived  at 
home.  He  received  his  early  education  in  the  public  schools  and  also  possessed 
advantages  later  of  a  course  in  a  business  college  at  Rochester,  New  York. 
After  learning  telegraphy  he  secured  a  position  as  operator  at  Tribes  Hill,  on 
the  line  of  the  New  York  Central  Railway,  in  1870.  Two  years  later  he  ac¬ 
cepted  a  similar  position  on  the  Burlington  Railway  and  has  ever  since  been 
connected  with  that  road  in  various  capacities,  being  at  the  present  time  special 
representative  of  the  Burlington  system.  He  served  as  operator  at  several  sta¬ 
tions  in  the  state  and  then  was  made  agent  of  the  road  at  Corning,  Iowa.  While 
in  Corning  he  was  twice  elected  county  treasurer.  In  1887  he  was  appointed 
to  the  general  agency  at  Des  Moines,  which  position  he  filled  to  the  general  sat¬ 
isfaction  of  the  railway  officials  and  its  patrons  for  several  years. 

In  1884  the  eighth  congressional  district  elected  him  a  member  of  the  dem¬ 

ocratic  state  central  committee.  Two  years  later  he  was  made  chairman  of  the 
committee;  in  1889,  chairman  of  the  executive  committee,  and  as  such  planned 
and  carried  into  effect  that  by  which  the  unexpected  happened — the  election  of 
Horace  Boies,  a  democrat,  as  governor.  Every  other  candidate  on  the  ticket 
elected  was  a<  republican. 

In  1890,  by  an  act  of  the  twenty-third  general  assembly,  the  city  limits  of 

Des  Moines  were  extended  two  miles  on  each  side,  making  it  six  by  nine  miles 

— fifty-four  square  miles.  Mr.  Hunter  and  B.  F.  Kauffman,  Conrad  Younger- 
man,  W.  L.  Read  and  R.  L.  Chase  were  appointed  as  a  commission  by  the  gov¬ 
ernor  to  divide  the  entire  city  into  seven  wards — four  on  the  west  side  of  the 
Des  Moines  river  and  three  on  the  east  side.  It  was  a  vexatious  and  laborious 
task. 

In  1891  occurred  the  death  of  J.  K.  Love,  president  of  the  Iowa  National 
Bank,  and  Mr.  Hunter  and  B.  F.  Kauffman  purchased  the  interest  of  Mr.  Love’s 
estate  in  the  bank,  Mr.  Kauffman  being  elected  president  and  Mr.  Hunter  vice 
president  of  the  institution.  This  was  his  introduction  to  the  banking  business, 
with  which  he  has  ever  since  been  connected.  Mr.  Kauffman  died  in  1893  and 
Mr.  Hunter  was  made  president  of  the  bank,  a  position,  however,  which  he 
resigned  one  year  later,  having  been  appointed  by  President  Cleveland  post¬ 
master  at  Des  Moines.  He  served  in  that  position  two  years  under  democratic 
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administration,  and,  owing  to  difficulty  *in  agreeing  upon  his  successor,  contin¬ 
ued  two  years  under  President  McKinley.  His  training  as  a  railway  man  espe¬ 
cially  fitted  him  for  the  duties  of  postmaster  of  this  city,  a  position  of  unusual 
honor  and  trust.  In  the  final  adjustment  of  his  accounts  with  the  government, 
covering  a  period  of  over  four  years,  in  which  millions  of  dollars  were  handled 
through  the  money-order  department  and  as  a  special  government  depository 
for  smaller  offices,  it  was  found  that  the  government  owed  him  one  cent,  which 
was  paid  to  him  by  check,  which  is  doubtless  highly  prized  by  him  as  a  souvenir. 

During  his  term  as  postmaster  he  instituted  many  important  changes  in  the 
operation  of  the  office,  added  several  sub-stations  and  insisted  especially  upon 
promptness  and  courtesy  from  employes.  He  took  great  interest  in  the  admin¬ 
istration  of  the  affairs  of  the  office  and  made  a  special  trip  to  Washington  to 
confer  with  the  postmaster  general  concerning  improvements  which  he  thought 
should  be  instituted.  As  a  result  of  the  conference  he  was  given  authority  to 
place  letter  boxes  on  the  street  cars — the  first  instance  of  this  kind  in  the  United 
States.  The  letter  boxes  are  still  to  be  seen  on  the  cars  and  have  proven  a 
great  convenience  to  the  public  in  this  city,  as  in  many  other  cities  where  the 
same  system  has  been  adopted. 

On  the  termination  of  his  term  in  that  office  he  was  again  elected  president 
of  the  Iowa  National  Bank  in  1899.  He  served  two  years  and  then  sold  his  in¬ 
terest.  entering  the  Iowa  State  Bank,  of  which  he  was  elected  vice  president 
in  1903.  He  has  served  as  president  of  the  latter  bank  since  1895.  In  1905  he 
became  interested  in  the  Bankers’  Realty  Company,  as  stockholder  and  director 
and  was  elected  its  president,  which  office  he  still  holds.  The  business  of  this 
company  is  loaning  money  on  real-estate  securities.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the 
board  of  directors  of  the  Commercial  Savings  Bank. 

In  1900  Mr.  Hunter  organized  the  New  York  Wall  Paper  &  Stationery  Com¬ 
pany  of  Des  Moines,  which  has  proven  highly  successful.  He  is  president  of 
this  concern  and  is  also  connected  with  other  interests,  being  very  prominent  in 
financial  enterprises  of  the  city. 

On  the  25th  of  November,  1880,  Mr.  Hunter  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Miss  Nellie  A.  Crooker,  a  daughter  of  Isaac  L.  Crooker,  of  Corning.  Iowa. 
Five  children  have  come  to  bless  this  union:  Trimble  Harry,  Glen  Boies,  Ken¬ 
neth  Blythe,  Edward  Howard  and  Gladys. 

Mr.  Hunter  takes  great  interest  in  politics  and  exerts  a  wide  influence  in 
the  state.  He  was  formerly  a  democrat,  but  his  sentiments  underwent  a  change 
in  1896,  when  the  currency  question  was  at  issue,  and  he  has  since  been  in  hearty 
sympathy  with  the  republican  party.  In  1888  he  was  elected  a  member  of  the 
board  of  trustees  of  the  State  Asylum  for  the  Insane  at  Clarinda,  and  served 
for  ten  years,  or  until  all  the  charitable  institutions  of  the  state  were  placed  in 
charge  of  a  general  board  of  control.  He  served  as  chairman  of  the  board  of 
trustees  the  largest  portion  of  the  ten  years,  and  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
board  over  one  million  dollars  was  expended  in  buildings  and  improvements. 
To  Mr.  Hunter  belongs  the  credit  of  successfully  inaugurating  the  first  seed- 
corn  train  which  was  run  on'  the  Burlington  system.  He  also  planned  a  sim¬ 
ilar  train  carrying  lecturers,  stopping  at  various  points  and  instructing  farmers 
as  to  soil,  adaptability  of  crops,  etc.  The  idea  has  since  been  adopted  upon  many 

railways  in  the  west.  . 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hunter  are  prominent  in  social  circles  and  are  identified  with 
the  Congregational  church.  He  is  a  liberal  contributor  to  leligious  and  all 
worthy  causes  and  is  known  as  one  of  the  public-spirited,  wide-awake  and  up- 
to-date  men  of  Iowa,  whose  influence  may  always  be  counted  upon  in  the  pro¬ 
motion  of  the  permanent  welfare  of  the  state. 

Mr.  Hunter  is  a  compact  bundle  of  mental  and  muscular  energy.  He  is 
of  sanguine,  volatile  temperament,  strictly  temperate  in  his  habits,  ambitious, 
industrious,  perseverant,  vigilant  and  optimistic.  He  believes  in  life  insurance 
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and  demonstrates  his  convictions  by  carrying  one  of  the  largest  lines  of  life  in¬ 
surance  in  Iowa.  Socially  he  is  genial,  affable,  Chesterfieldian  in  courtesy  to 
everybody,  but  has  no  taste  for  current  clubs  and  societies,  although  he  is  a 
member  of  the  Commercial  Club,  a  compact  of  leading  business  men  to  promote 
the  civic,  manufacturing  and  mercantile  welfare  of  the  city.  He  is  also  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Des  Moines  Club. 


CROMWELL  BOWEN. 

Cromwell  Bowen,  for  forty-two  years  an  active  member  of  the  Des  Moines 
bar,  prominent  in  professional  circles  and  honored  by  the  representatives  of  the 
legal  fraternity  with  various  official  positions,  was  born  at  Berkshire,  Frank¬ 
lin  county,  Vermont,  May  25,  1846.  He  is  of  the  fifth  generation  of  Richard 
Bowen,  who  came  from  Wales  and  settled  in  Massachusetts  in  1640.  The 
early  ancestors  of  the  family  on  the  paternal  side  were  associated  in  history 
with  the  Welsh  royalty.  His  father,  Harrison  S.  Bowen,  a  native  of  Claren¬ 
don,  Vermont,  was  born  in  1812  and  died  in  1847,  Berkshire,  where  he 
had  conducted  business  as  a  prominent  and  influential  farmer  and  merchant. 
His  wife,  who  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Mary  Susan  Stow,  was  born  in  Mas¬ 
sachusetts  in  1813,  and  died  at  Berkshire  in  1905,  having  reached  the  remark¬ 
able  age  of  ninety-two  years. 

Having  mastered  the  elementary  branches  of  learning  as  a  public-school 
student,  Cromwell  Bowen  continued  his  education  in  Kimball  Union  Academy 
of  Meriden,  New  Hampshire,  from  which  he  was  graduated  with  the  class  of 
1867.  He  aftenvard  pursued  a  preparatory  course  at  Dartmouth  College  and 
then  took  up  the  study  of  law,  mastering  many  of  the  principles  of  juris¬ 
prudence  whereby  he  won  admission  to  the  bar  as  St.  Albans,  Vermont,  in  1869. 

Immediately  afterward,  Cromwell  Bowen  sought  the  opportunities  of  the 
middle  west  and  came  to  Des  Moines,  where  for  forty-two  years  his  name  has 
been  an  honored  one  in  relations  of  citizenship  and  the  practice  of  law.  He  at 
once  opened  an  office  and  the  court  records  give  proof  of  his  active  connection 
with  many  of  the  most  important  cases  that  have  been  tried  in  the  district.  He 
was  not  long  in  establishing  his  place  as  one  of  the  leading  attorneys  of  the 
city  and  from  that  time  forward  a  large  and  distinctively  representative  clientage 
has  been  accorded  him.  His  preparation  of  cases  is  thorough  and  exhaus¬ 
tive  and  in  his  presentation  of  his  cause  he  leaves  untouched  no  point  that 
has  bearing  thereon.  He  does  not  employ  the  arts  or  rhetoric  which  so  often 
enshroud  the  truth  and  subvert  justice,  but  presents  his  cause  in  a  clear,  forci¬ 
ble,  logical  manner  and  never  fails  to  hold  the  attention  of  the  court  and  sel¬ 
dom  fails  to  win  the  verdict  desired. 

Mr.  Bowen  has  been  married  twice.  On  the  4th  of  October,  1871,  he 
wedded  Miss  Martha  L.  Fletcher,  of  St.  Albans,  Vermont,  who  died  in  1885, 
and  on  the  27th  of  December,  1887,  he  married  Miss  Ella  Mathews,  a  daughter 
of  Thomas  and  Laura  P.  Mathews,  who  were  pioneer  residents  of  Des  Moines. 
Her  father  is  now  deceased  but  her  mother  is  still  living.  The  children  of 
the  first  marriage  are :  Harrison  S.,  Mabel  L.  and  Mrs.  Nellie  Fletcher  Camp¬ 
bell,  all  of  whom  were  born  in  Des  Moines.  The  latter  has  three  children, 
Bowen,  Angus  and  Fletcher.  The  children  of  the  second  marriage  are  Persis 
M.  and  Thomas  Mathews,  both  natives  of  Des  Moines. 

Mr.  Bowen  has  ever  been  a  recognized  champion  of  the  cause  of  public 
education  and  for  fifteen  years  filled  the  office  of  school  director.  His  political 
allegiance  was  given  to  the  democratic  party  until  1896,  when,  because  of  its 
attitude  on  the  money  question  he  joined  the  ranks  of  the  republican  party. 
He  has  never  taken  an  active  part  in  politics,  however,  preferring  that  his  serv- 
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ice  in  citizenship  shall  be  of  different  character.  He  holds  membership  in 
Capital  Lodge,  No.  no,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.  and  the  chapter,  council  and  com- 
mandery  of  Des  Moines,  and  belongs  also  to  the  Congregational  church,  which 
finds  in  him  a  faithful  representative.  His  humanitarianism  is  manifest  in 
many  works  of  charity  and  benevolence.  He  is  a  man  of  very  social  nature, 
a  most  hospitable  host  at  his  own  fireside  and  has  a  large  circle  of  friends 
who  entertain  for  him  warm  and  enduring  regard. 


JAMES  A.  SEEVERS. 

Among  the  honored  names  of  adopted  sons  of  Iowa  who  achieved  dis¬ 
tinction  in  the  Civil  war  is  that  of  James  A.  Seevers,  captain  of  Company  C, 
Fifteenth  Iowa  Volunteers.  Although  born  below  Mason  and  Dixon’s  line, 
and  in  politics  an  ardent  democrat,  he  was  strongly  opposed  to  slavery  and 
freely  offered  his  services  in  behalf  of  the  Union  when  the  life  of  the  nation 
was  assailed.  He  was  called  away  November  5,  1865— forty-five  years  ago — 
but  there  are  many  now  living  in  Iowa  who  revere  his  memory  and  will  ever 
regard  him  as  indeed  one  of  nature’s  noblemen. 

He  was  born  in  Jefferson  county,  Virginia,  March  6,  1832.  In  1842,  the 
father  moved  with  his  family  to  Oskaloosa,  Iowa.  Upon  arriving  at  Burling¬ 
ton  the  father  decided  to  leave  his  son,  James,  in  that  place  to  attend  school, 
the  opportunities  for  education  in  those  early  times  being  extremely  limited 
in  the  interior  of  the  state.  Accordingly  the  lad  was  left  behind,  but  the  sep¬ 
aration  proved  only  for  a  short  time,  as  the  son  ran  away  from  school,  and 
although  only  ten  years  of  age,  walked  to  Oskaloosa,  joining  his  parents  in 
their  new  home.  He  was  received  with  open  arms  and  quickly  forgiven  for  his 
disobedience  of  parental  orders.  At  the  age  of  eighteen,  he  began  the  study 
of  law  in  Oskaloosa  in  the  office  of  his  brother,  Judge  W.  H.  Seevers,  and  was 
admitted  to  the  bar  in  1853.  He  made  rapid  progress  in  his  profession,  and 
in  1856,  was  elected  county  attorney  of  Mahaska  county,  filling  that  office  to 
the  entire  satisfaction  of  the  courts  and  the  people.  He  later  entered  into 
partnership  with  his  brother  and  M.  T.  Williams,  under  title  of  Seevers,  Will¬ 
iams  &  Seevers,  the  firm  becoming  very  prominent  and  securing  a  large  share 
of  the  legal  business  of  the  county. 

Mr.  SeeA^ers  was  a  strong  supporter  of  Stephen  A.  Douglas,  and  his  unusual 
ability  soon  gained  him  recognition  as  the  leading  exponent  of  democracy  in 
that  section  of  the  state.  At  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  war  he  espoused  with 
all  his*  heart  the  cause  of  the  Union,  and  organized  a  company  of  A^olunteers 
composed  almost  entirely  of  democrats.  In  October,  1861,  he  Avas  elected 
captain  of  the  company,  being  assigned  to  the  Fifteenth  IoAva  Volunteers. 
After  spending  the  winter  at  Keokuk,  the  regiment  Avas  ordered  to  the  front 
and  took  an  active  part  in  the  battle  of  Shiloh  and  also  that  at  Corinth,  per¬ 
forming  service  of  great  value  to  the  cause.  The  surgeon  of  the  regiment 
aftenvard  declared  that  Captain  Seevers  proved,  during  these  trying  times, 
one  of  the  bravest  of  Iowa’s  gallant  sons.  While  on  a  forced  march  from 
Corinth,  in  a  thickly  timbered  country,  Captain  Seevers  received  a  Avound  from 
falling,  which  resulted  so  seriously  that  he  Avas  reluctantly  obliged  to  resign 
from  the  army.  He  returned  home  and  resumed  the  practice  of  Hav  and  also 
his  former  place  in  the  councils  of  the  democratic  party.  It  is  believed  by 
those  who  are  acquainted  with  his  remarkable  abilities  that  he  Avould  ultimately 
have  achieved  national  distinction.  He  Avas  actuated  by  the  noblest  principles 
and  an  unsAverving  devotion  to  duty,  his  ambition  being  to  accomplish  something 
useful  and  worthy.  His  record  should  prove  an  inspiration  to  every  right- 
minded  young  man  desirous  of  an  honorable  career. 
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Mr.  Seevers  was  united  in  marriage  in  Mahaska  county,  May  29,  1855,. 
to  Miss  Mary  Collins,  member  of  a  well  known  pioneer  family  of  the  state. 
Four  children  blessed  the  union,  namely:  Charles  A.,  Albert  C.,  and  James  E., 
all  of  whom  are  deceased ;  and  Eva,  the  only  daughter,  who  inherited  much 
of  the  talent  of  her  father,  and  is  now  general  secretary  of  the  Young  Women’s 
Christian  Association  of  Detroit.  She  formerly  held  a  similar  position  at  Des 
Moines.  Mrs.  Seevers  has  been  making  her  home  in  Des  Moines  since  1897, 
and  has  many  friends  whom  she  has  attracted  by  estimable  qualities  of  mind 
and  heart. 


WILLIAM  GEORGE  HALE. 

William  George  Hale,  a  prominent  and  progressive  representative  of  journal¬ 
istic  interests  in  Polk  county,  is  the  editor  of  the  Des  Moines  Daily  News.  His 
birth  occurred  in  Belknap,  Davis  county,  Iowa,  in  1874,  his  parents  being  An¬ 
drew  Jackson  and  Emma  (Suthern)  Hale.  The  father,  a  pioneer  physician  of 
Iowa,  here  successfully  followed  his  profession  for  almost  three  decades.  The 
family  traces  its  ancestry  back  to  Nathan  Hale. 

William  G.  Hale  acquired  his  education  at  Creston,  Iowa,  being  graduated 
from  the  high  school  with  the  class  of  1896.  After  putting  aside  his  text-books 
he  became  identified  with  journalistic  interests  as  a  newspaper  reporter  for  the 
old  Creston  Daily  News,  later  the  Creston  Morning  American,  while  subsequently 
he  edited  the  Omaha  Trade  Exhibit.  He  next  became  a  member  of  the  staff  of 
the  Des  Moines  Daily  News  and  has  held  every  editorial  position  on  the  paper, 
serving  successfully  as  cub  reporter,  news  editor,  telegraph  editor,  city  editor, 
managing  editor  and  editor  in  chief.  In  the  last  named  capacity  he  has  proven 
himself  familiar  with  the  most  modern  methods  of  journalism,  and  that  the 
News  enjoys  public  support  and  approval  is  indicated  by  its  large  subscription 
list  and  extensive  advertising  patronage.  Mr.  Hale  has  a  clear  idea  of  the  kind  of 
sheet  that  is  needed  in  his  field  and  ably  meets  the  demand.  For  a  short  time 
he  also  acted  as  telegraph  editor  of  the  Des  Moines  Leader. 

At  Des  Aloines,  Air.  Hale  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Florence  Allen,  a 
daughter  of  J.  C.  Allen,  who  was  for  many  years  before  his  death  manager  of 
the  Capital  City  Woolen  Mills.  He  is  independent  in  politics  and  is  an  Epis¬ 
copalian  in  religious  faith.  Fraternally  he  is  identified  with  the  Knights  of 
Pythias  and  the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks,  while  socially  he  is 
connected  with  the  Hyperion,  Field  and  Motor,  and  the  Waveland  Golf  and 
Press  Clubs. 


THOMAS  J.  GUTHRIE. 

It  should  be  a  matter  of  interest  to  every  individual  that  all  public  offices 
are  filled  by  men  of  incorruptible  integrity  as  well  as  particular  fitness  for 
the  duties  which  they  are  called  upon  to  discharge.  No  service,  however,  is 
perhaps  more  important  than  that  which  the  county  attorney  is  called  upon  to 
perform,  as  he  stands  as  the  safeguard  of  the  legal  interests  of  the  community, 
protecting  at  all  points  the  interests  of  the  people  as  a  whole.  To  this  re¬ 
sponsible  position  Thomas  J.  Guthrie  has  been  called  and  his  fellow  townsmen 
find  him  a  worthy  incumbent  in  the  office.  He  was  born  in  Elkhart,  Polk 
county,  Iowa,  April  19,  1877,  a  son  of  John  and  Alary  E.  (Alarkham)  Guthrie. 
The  father  was  born  in  Ireland,  December  14,  1821,  and  came  to  America  in 
1849.  He  settled  first  at  Rockford,  Illinois,  and  in  1852  removed  to  Iowa, 
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following  the  occupation  of  farming  in  this  state.  He  remained  for  many  years 
a  valued  resident  of  Polk  county  and  passed  away  on  the  old  homestead  August 
14,  1891.  His  widow,  who  is  still  living  at  the  old  home  place,  was  born  in 
Ohio,  June  2,  1848.  Her  father  was  of  Irish  lineage,  while  her  mother  was 
of  Scotch  descent. 

After  attending  the  public  schools  of  Elkhart  Thomas  J. 'Guthrie  continued 
his  education  in  Drake  University  until  graduated  with  the  class  of  1903,  on 
which  occasion  the  degrees  of  Bachelor  of  Arts  and  Master  of  Law  were 
conferred  upon  him.  Following  his  graduation  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar 
and  at  once  began  practice  in  Des  Moines.  Before  and  while  attending  college 
he  was  studying  law  in  the  office  of  Cummins,  Hewitt  &  Wright,  well  known 
attorneys  of  this  city,  and  after  his  admission  to  the  bar  he  occupied  offices 
with  the  firm  of  Hewitt  &  Wright,  whose  interest  in  the  young  man  was  man¬ 
ifested  in  many  helpful  suggestions.  In  1908  he  was  appointed  assistant  county 
attorney  and  so  continued  until  January  1,  1910,  when  he  was  appointed  county 
attorney,  which  office  he  now  fills,  being  elected  to  that  office  in  the  fall  of 
1910.  He  also  has  a  very  satisfactory  individual  practice  and  is  well  versed 
in  the  various  departments  of  law.  He  possesses  the  forceful  character,  un¬ 
daunted  purpose  and  laudable  ambition  which  would  insure  success  in  any 
connection. 

In  politics  Mr.  Guthrie  is  a  republican  and  his  religious  faith  is  indicated 
by  his  membership  in  the  Roman  Catholic  church.  He  belongs  also  to  the 
Knights  of  Columbus,  to  Taimah  Tribe,  No.  2,  I.  O.  R.  M.,  and  to  Camp  Gus 
Smith  of  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America.  He  is  likewise  a  member  of  Hype¬ 
rion  and  the  Press  Clubs  and  he  has  a  wide  and  favorable  acquaintance  not  only 
in  Des  Moines  but  throughout  Polk  county,  within  the  borders  of  which  his 
entire  life  has  been  passed,  so  that  his  history  is  a  familiar  one  and  an  open 
book  to  his  fellow  townsmen.  There  are  no  esoteric  chapters  in  his  life  record 
and  his  many  friends  rejoice  in  the  success  that  he  has  already  achieved  and 
believe  that  the  future  holds  still  better  things  in  store  for  him. 


SIMEON  LAFAYETTE  TAYLOR,  A.  B„  D.  O.,  M.  D. 

One  of  the  more  recent  acquisitions  to  the  medical  profession  of  Des  Moines 
is  Dr.  Simeon  Lafayette  Taylor,  president  of  Still  College  and  surgeon  in  chief 
to  the  Des  Moines  General  Hospital.  He  was  born  on  a  farm  near  Princeton, 
Kentucky,  March  12,  1872,  and  is  the  son  of  George  W.  and  Ada  F.  (Scott) 
Taylor.  Dr.  Taylor’s  father  came  from  North  Carolina  to  Kentucky.  There 
is  a  combination  of  Scotch  and  English  blood  in  his  family  lineage,  having 
among  his  immediate  ancestors  such  names  as  Taylor,  Wolf,  Scott,  Stallard, 
Collins,  Rogers  and  Glass. 

The  paternal  great-great-grandfather,  Bony  Glass,  fought  in  the  Revolu¬ 
tionary  war,  taking  part  in  several  conflicts,  the  most  notable  one  being  the 
battle  of  Cowpens.  The  maternal  ancestors  afforded  a  line  of  preachers.  The 
great-grandfather  was  formerly  a  “Hardshell”  Baptist  preacher,  but  later  be¬ 
came  a  Universalist  preacher  and  preached  that  faith  the  remainder  of  his 
days.  The  grandfather,  Marcus  Scott,  was  also  a  Universalist  preacher  and 
was  well  known  throughout  the  state  of  Kentucky.  Inconsistent  as  it  may 
seem  this  branch  of  the  family  lineage  owned  slaves. 

Mrs.  Taylor’s  paternal  ancestors  came  from  Scotland  in  the  early  part  of 
the  eighteenth  century  and  located  in  Virginia,  but  some  years  thereafter  the 
branch  of  the  family  of  which  she  is  a  direct  descendant  removed  to  Kentucky 
but  afterward  moved  to  Jacksonville,  Illinois.  Her  grandfather  moved  to  Swan 
creek,  Illinois,  where  her  father,  Joseph  Sylvester  Ratekin,  now  lives. 
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The  boyhood  and  youth  of  Dr.  Taylor  were  not  unlike  that  of  the  average 
American  boy  who  was  reared  on  a  farm.  He  acquired  his  preliminary  educa¬ 
tion  in  the  public  schools,  attending  high  school  and  later  taught  two  years  in  the 
public  schools  of  Caldwell  county.  Then  he  went  to  Lombard  College,  Gales¬ 
burg,  Illinois,  where  he  remained  in  school  for  five  years  and  was  graduated, 
attaining  the  A.  B.  degree.  He  then  came  to  Des  Moines  and  entered  Still 
College  of  Osteopathy,  completing  the  professional  course  in  two  and  one-half 
years,  after  which  he  entered  the  medical  department  of  the  University  of 
Nebraska,  where  he  remained  for  three  years.  At  the  expiration  of  that 
period  he  matriculated  at  the  medical  department  of  Johns  Hopkins  University 
at  Baltimore,  following  which  he  became  an  interne  in  the  St.  Agnes  Hospital 
of  that  city.  In  1909,  feeling  that  his  long  period  of  study,  supplemented  by 
the  practical  work  in  the  hospital,  had  quite  adequately  equipped"  him  to  take 
up  the  active  practice  of  his  profession  he  accepted  the  position  of  surgeon  in 
chief  in  Still  College  and  Hospital  of  Osteopathy,  his  alma  mater,  at  Des  Moines. 
His  comprehensive  and  thorough  knowledge  of  anatomy  combined  with  his  rare 
powers  of  organization  and  executive  ability  enabled  Dr.  Taylor  to  fill  a  long 
felt  want  in  this  institution,  and  his  powers  quickly  gaining  recognition  on  the 
18th  of  January,  1911,  he  was  promoted  to  the  presidency.  Here  he  has  had 
still  further  opportunity  to  reveal  his  strength  and  ability  not  only  as  a  man 
but  as  a  practitioner,  and  although  he  has  held  the  governing  chair  but  for 
the  brief  period  of  twelve  months,  he  has  made  his  personality  felt  and  un¬ 
doubtedly  he  will  do  much  to  advance  the  interests  of  the  institution  over  which 
he  is  presiding.  Always  a  student,  Dr.  Taylor  continues  his  work  along  gen¬ 
eral  medical  lines  and  has  built  up  a  large  practice  in  surgery  his  chosen  field. 

Dr.  Taylor  was  married  in  1898  to  Miss  Lola  D.  Ratekin,  of  Swan  Creek, 
Illinois.  Both  he  and  Mrs.  Taylor  affiliate  with  the  Universalist  church,  while 
fraternally  the  Doctor  is  identified  with  the  Masonic  order,  the  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America.  He  keeps  in 
touch  with  his  professional  brethren  through  the  medium  of  the  Polk  County 
Osteopathy  Association  and  the  American  Osteopathy  Association.  Always 
having  been  very  largely  engrossed  in  his  vocation  Dr.  Taylor  has  never  taken 
an  active  part  in  politics  but  does  not  accept  the  dictation  of  any  party,  alwa^ 
casting  an  independent  ballot,  feeling  that  the  time  and  the  exigencies  of  the 
situation  must  always  be  taken  into  consideration,  being  of  more  moment  than 
party  principles  or  platform. 


C.  B.  PARK,  M.  D. 

While  in  the  later  years  of  his  life  C.  B.  Park  gave  his  attention  to  the  bro¬ 
kerage  business  in  Des  Moines,  various  interests  claimed  his  attention  at  dififerent 
points  in  his  career  and  in  every  connection  he  displayed  those  qualities  which 
indicate  genuine  personal  worth  and  a  conformity  to  high  standards.  The  regard 
of  his  friends  so  uniforrqly  given  him  was  therefore  well  merited  and  all  who 
knew  him  were  glad  to  call  him  friend.  His  life  is  the  story  of  New  England 
thrift  and  business  sagacity  supplemented  by  western  energy  and  enterprise.  It 
is  true  he  did  not  have  the  humble  origin  or  experience  the  early  privations  of 
some  men  who  have  achieved  success,  but  on  the  other  hand  not  one  in  a  thou¬ 
sand  who  have  enjoyed  his  modest  advantages  have  turned  them  to  such  ex¬ 
cellent  account. 

He  was  born  in  Grafton,  Vermont,  December  14,  1834,  representing  one  of 
the  old  New  England  families.  His  great-grandfather  was  a  soldier  of  the  Con¬ 
tinental  army  during  the  Revolutionary  war  and  his  grandfather  was  a  pioneer 
settler  of  Vermont,  removing  to  that  state  when  it  was  almost  covered  with 


H 


C.  B.  PARK 


CITY  OF  DES  MOINES  AND  POLK  COUNTY 


213 


virgin  forest.  Previous  to  that  day  the  family  had  been  represented  in  Con¬ 
necticut  since  the  first  of  the  name  sought  a  home  in  the  new  world.  The  par¬ 
ents  of  Dr.  Park  were  C.  B.  and  Elzina  (Tenney)  Park,  the  former  a  farmer  and 
merchant  who  wisely  gave  his  son  opportunity  to  indulge  his  love  of  educa¬ 
tion  and  study.  He  early  gave  manifestation  of  a  literary  taste  and  delved  deep 
into  the  best  writings  of  the  day.  He  finally  completed  his  literary  education 
at  Chester  Academy  in  Vermont  and  then  turned  to  the  “learned  professions” 
for  a  life  work.  Deciding  upon  the  practice  of  medicine  he  pursued  a  course 
of  reading  in  the  office  and  under  the  direction  of  Dr.  L.  G.  Whiting,  of  Chester, 
Vermont,  while  later  Professor  James  H.  Armsby,  of  Albany,  New  York,  was 
his  preceptor.  When  nineteen  years  of  age  he  entered  the  Albany  Medical 
College,  pursuing  three  years  of  lectures  there  and  still  another  course  in  the 
University  of  New  York  city,  from  which  he  was  graduated  with  the  class  of 
1856. 

In  the  same  year — on  the  3d  of  July — Dr.  Park  was  married  to  Miss  Nancy 
D.  Carlton,  of  Andover,  Vermont,  and  on  the  succeeding  day  the  young  couple 
started  for  the  west  and  spent  one  year  at  Darlington,  Lafayette  county,  Wis¬ 
consin,  but  not  being  satisfied  with  that  location  proceeded  to  St.  Ansgar, 
Mitchell  county,  Iowa.  For  four  years  Dr.  Park  was  there  engaged  in  practice, 
after  which  he  returned  to  Vermont  and  followed  his  profession  in  Grafton 
until  the  year  1862. 

At  that  time  he  responded  to  the  country’s  call  for  aid  by  joining  the  Union 
army  as  surgeon  of  the  Sixteenth  Vermont  Infantry.  He  was  on  duty  with  that 
regiment  for  several  months,  after  which,  at  the  solicitation  of  Governor  Hol¬ 
brook,  he  accepted  the  position  of  surgeon  of  the  Eleventh  Vermont  Heavy 
Artillery  and  so  continued  until  he  was  mustered  out.  Aldace  F.  Walker,  lieu¬ 
tenant  colonel  of  the  regiment,  afterward  published  a  volume  entitled  The 
Vermont  Brigade  in  the  Shenandoah  Valley,  in  which  he  says:  “Among  all  the 
faithful  soldiers  of  the  brigade  the  one  who  will  longest  be  remembered  with 
affection  by  the  greatest  number  and  with  the  greatest  reason  is  Castanus  B. 
Park,  of  the  Eleventh  Regiment,  the  brigade  surgeon.  As  a  worker  Dr.  Park 
was  indefatigable  and  his  skill  was  equal  to  the  requirements  of  his  position.  Of 
all  its  medical  staff  the  brigade  were  justly  proud,  the  assistant  surgeons  as 
well  as  the  surgeons  being  always  found  at  their  post  and  shrinking  from  no 
labor  that  might  benefit  their  men  on  the  march,  in  the  camp  or  in  battle.  Their 
duties  were  often  extremely  arduous  for  in  case  of  an  engagement  the  work  of 
the  surgeons  was  just  begun  when  ours  was  over.  At  and  after  the  battle  of 
Cedar  Creek  Dr.  Park  was  at  his  table  for  forty-eight  hours  consecutively  and 
during  this  campaign  it  was  his  duty  to  perform  all  the  capital  operations  re¬ 
quired  in  the  brigade.  The  number  of  amputations  which  he  performed  was 
exceedingly  large,  but  he  traced  with  care  the  after  history  of  each  patient 
and  in  no  single  instance  did  one  fail  of  recovery.  This  fact  speaks  equally 
well  for  the  physique  of  the  men  and  the  science  of  the  Doctor.” 

A  manifestation  of  the  regard  entertained  for  Dr.  Park  by  his  comrades  in 
arms  is  indicated  by  the  following  letter : 

Townsend,  Vt.,  Sept.  24,  186}. 

Dr.  C.  B.  Park, 

Dear  Sir : 

Your  visible  ' connection  with  our  regiment  as  its  surgeon  has  ceased  but  the 
remembrance  of  your  fidelity,  energy  and  unceasing  care  will  linger  long  in 
the  hearts  of  its  individual  members.  In  the  first  place  you  won  our  confidence 
by  manifesting  a  skill  in  the  art  of  healing  which  few  possess  ;  then  by  untiring 
diligence  and  continued  watchfulness  you  almost  robbed  disease  of  its  terrors 
and  death  of  its  victims.  But  this  is  not  all.  Your  whole  intercourse  with  us 
was  characterized  by  gentlemanly  deportment  and  kindlv  consideration.  Neither 
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the  annoyance  of  dealing  with  unpleasant  subjects  nor  the  necessary  incon¬ 
veniences  of  camp  life  induced  neglect  or  sourness.  In  order  to  manifest  our 
appreciation  of  your  services  the  accompanying  silverware  has  been  selected 
and  I  have  the  honor  of  presenting  it  to  you  in  behalf  of  the  enlisted  men  of 
the  Sixteenth  Vermont  Regiment.  Accept  it  not  for  its  intrinsic  worth  but  for 
the  memories  which  cluster  around  it.  Receive  it  as  an  expression  of  grateful 
remembrance  from  hearts  which  have  been  quickened  to  nobler  emotions  to 
the  principles  of  freedom  and  humanity.  I  am, 

Yours  respectfully, 

Lyman  E.  Knapp. 

To  this  Dr.  Park  made  reply  as  follows : 


Grafton,  Oct.  12,  1863. 

Capt.  L.  E.  Knapp, 

Dear  Sir: 

I  have  received  a  very  valuable  present  of  silverware  from  you,  in  behalf 
of  the  enlisted  men  of  the  Sixteenth  Vermont  Regiment,  and  with  it  the  above 
letter.  In  receiving  a  present  from  such  men,  at  a  time  when  my  relations  as 
their  regimental  surgeon  had  ceased,  as  a  testimonial  of  my  services  rendered 
them  during  our  campaign,  fills  my  heart  with  gratitude  which  words  are  power¬ 
less  to  convey.  Their  patriotism,  courage  and  fidelity  are  too  well  known  to  the 
world  to  be  mentioned  here.  If  my  duty  was  as  well  performed  as  theirs  I 
am  satisfied.  In  accepting  the  present,  not  for  its  intrinsic  worth  but  as  a 
monumental  record  of  a  regiment  of  brave  and  intelligent  men  who  were  willing 
to  sacrifice  the  comforts  of  home  and  friends  and,  if  need  be,  to  sacrifice  their 
lives  in  fighting  for  justice,  freedom  and  constitutional  liberty,  I  tender  through 
you  to  the  donors  my  sincere  thanks. 

I  am,  Sir,  yours  truly, 

C.  B.  Park,  Jr. 

When  the  country  no  longer  needed  his  aid  at  the  front  Dr.  Park  resumed 
the  practice  of  medicine  in  Vermont  but  in  the  spring  of  1867  again  sought 
a  home  in  Iowa  and  at  that  date  purchased  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of 
land  near  Grinnell  in  Poweshiek  county.  He  then  largely  retired  from  the 
practice  of  his  profession  and  gave  his  attention  to  agricultural  interests.  Two 
years  later  he  removed  to  Grand  Junction,  the  town  being  established  in  that 
year.  He  there  erected  a  residence,  established  a  lumberyard  and  iater  engaged 
in  the  hardware  business.  He  also  devoted  a  part  of  his  attention  to  the  im¬ 
provement  of  a  large  farm  of  four  hundred  and  twenty  acres,  on  which  he 
set  out  extensive  and  beautiful  groves,  and  he  was  also  one  of  the  first  in  the 
state  to  engage  in  the  raising  of  blooded  cattle.  He  was  very  successful  in  his 
stock-raising,  and  his  fine  farm  attracted  the  attention  of  all  on  account  of  the 
excellent  taste  he  displayed  in  laying  out  the  grounds  surrounding  his  home, 
groves  and  shrubbery  all  having  the  appearance  of  receiving  the  most  careful 
and  scientific  attention. 

In  business  affairs  Dr.  Park  displayed  a  keen  discrimination  and  sound 
judgment,  carrying  forward  to  successful  completion  whatever  he  undertook. 
In  time,  therefore,  he  became  the  possessor  of  a  handsome  competence.  While 
still  engaged  in  farming  and  stock-raising  he  opened  a  bank  in  Grand  Junction 
in  partnership  with  his  brother,  B.  A.  Park,  but  was  the  active  head  and  manager 
of  the  enterprise.  Some  time  afterward  he  disposed  of  his  farm  and  having 
purchased  his  brother’s  interest  in  the  bank  at  the  end  of  two  years,  he  con¬ 
ducted  it  in  his  own  name  for  a  number  of  years,  when  he  sold  out  to  O.  J. 
Dutton.  Removing  to  Des  Moines,  Dr.  Park  engaged  in  the  brokerage  busi¬ 
ness,  which  claimed  his  attention  up  to  the  time  of  his  death. 
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One  of  the  most  severe  trials  which  came  to  him  in  all  of  his  life  was  the 
death  of  his  only  son,  William  L.,  on  the  14th  of  June,  1886.  He  passed  away 
near  Douglas,  Wyoming,  when  twenty-five  years  of  age.  He  had  been  af¬ 
forded  good  educational  opportunities  and  it  seemed  that  a  bright  future  was 
before  him.  The  Doctor  ever  manifested  the  keenest  concern  in  his  welfare,  in 
his  interests  and  all  that  made  up  his  life,  and  his  demise  was  a  crushing  blow 
to  the  father  and  other  members  of  the  family.  Another  child  had  died  in 
infancy,  leaving  Jennie  May  as  the  only  surviving  representative  of  the  Park 
family  at  the  present  time,  for  the  father  died  in  Des  Moines,  September  1,  1891, 
and  the  mother,  after  surviving  him  for  about  sixteen  years,  passed  away  on 
the  1 6th  of  November,  1907. 

At  his  death  a  local  paper  of  Grand  Junction  said:  “There  was  no  citizen 
during  the  eighteen  years  Dr.  Park  lived  in  Grand  Junction  who 'was  more 
highly  esteemed.  His  advice  was  sought  by  all  and  his  opinions  respected.  His 
influence  was  always  good.  He  was  a  matter-of-fact  man  who  was  always 
candid  and  took  a  practical  view  of  both  public  and  private  affairs.  He  was 
often  honored  by  his  neighbors  and  fellow  citizens  for  his  sterling  worth  and 
excellent  business  qualifications,  being  elected  four  times  as  member  of  the 
Greene  county  board  of  supervisors  and  serving  three  terms  as  chairman  of  that 
body.  He  lived  a  most  exemplary  life  and  in  his  home,  surrounded  by  his 
family,  he  was  most  happy.” 

Dr.  Park  was  a  member  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  and  was  ever  in¬ 
terested  in  the  welfare  of  his  comrades.  He  has  been  spoken  of  as  “the  per¬ 
fect  husband  and  the  perfect  father.”  All  who  knew  him  recognized  his  loyalty 
and  progressiveness  in  citizenship  as  well  as  his  faithfulness  in  friendship.  His 
life  was  upright  and  his  nobility  of  character  commended  him  to  the  highest 
regard  of  all  who  knew  him.  In  politics  he  was  a  republican  with  whig  ante¬ 
cedents  and  in  his  fraternal  relations  was  connected  with  the  Masons. 


FRANKLIN  G.  DAVIS. 

Franklin  G.  Davis,  who  devotes  his  attention  to  that  work  which  George 
Washington  designated  as  “the  most  useful  as  well  as  the  most  honorable  oc¬ 
cupation  of  man,”  is  numbered  among  the  successful  and  enterprising  agricul¬ 
turists  of  Walnut  township.  His  birth  occurred  in  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  on  the 
6th  of  October,  1864,  his  parents  being  William  and  Louisa  (Lewis)  Davis,  na¬ 
tives  of  England.  The  father,  whose  natal  day  was  October  20,  1831,  was  a  son 
of  Richard  and  Catherine  (James)  Davis,  who  were  born  in  Wales  and  passed 
away  in  England.  The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject  was  actively  engaged 
in  general  agricultural  pursuits  throughout  his  entire  business  career. 

William  Davis,  the  father  of  Franklin  G.  Davis,  was  reared  and  educated 
in  his  native  land  and  remained  under  the  parental  roof  until  he  had  attained  the 
age  of  nineteen  years.  At  that  time  he  crossed  the  Atlantic  to  the  United 
States,  locating  in  Cleveland,  Ohio,  where  he  fell  a  victim  to  typhoid  fever  and 
was  ill  about  four  months.  He  resided  in  Cleveland  for  about  three  years, 
where  he  operated  a  truck  farm.  After  selling  the  property  he  came  to  Des 
Moines  in  1856,  and  began  teaming,  hauling  merchandise  across  country  from 
river  towns  prior  to  the  era  of  railroad  transportation.  At  the  end  of  nine 
years  he  abandoned  teaming  and  again  turned  his  attention  to  agricultural  pur¬ 
suits,  operating  a  rented  farm  for  six  years.  At  the  expiration  of  that  period  he 
purchased  a  tract  of  eighty  acres  in  Polk  county,  cultivating  the  place  until  he 
disposed  of  it  about  seven  years  later.  He  next  bought  a  well  improved  farm 
of  one  hundred  and  sixty-three  acres  in  Walnut  township  and  was  success¬ 
fully  engaged  in  its  operation  until  he  put  aside  the  active  work  of  the  fields 
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in  March,  1906,  since  which  time  he  has  lived  in  honorable  retirement  at  Valley 
Junction,  owning  a  fine  home  at  No.  410  Sixth  street.  He  also  owns  three  other 
residences  in  the  town,  which  he  rents,  and  is  still  in  possession  of  his  farm  in 
Walnut  township. 

In  November,  1850,  he  wedded  Miss  Louisa  Lewis,  a  daughter  of  Posthumus 
M.  and  Mary  (Morgan)  Lewis,  who  spent  their  entire  lives  in  England.  This 
union  was  blessed  with  seven  children,  as  follows :  William  and  Wilfred  M., 
both  of  whom  died  in  infancy;  Thomas  R.,  who  passed  away  at  the  age  of  three 
years  and  nine  months ;  Albert,  who  died  when  a  lad  of  nine  years,  being  thrown 
from  a  horse  and  breaking  his  neck;  Franklin  G.,  of  this  review;  Arthur  G., 
who  lives  with  his  brother,  Franklin  G. ;  and  Mrs.  Louisa  Day,  a  resident  of 
Valley  Junction.  William  Davis  gives  his  political  allegiance  to  the  democracy 
and  has  served  as  school  director,  while  for  twenty-two  years  he  held  the  office 
of  treasurer  of  Walnut  township.  His  religious  faith  is  indicated  by  his  mem¬ 
bership  in  the  Methodist  church,  to  which  his  wife  also  belongs.  The  period 
of  their  residence  in  Polk  county  covers  fifty-five  years  and  they  enjoy  a  wide 
and  favorable  acquaintance  within  its  borders.  Mr.  Davis  is  now  in  the  eightieth 
year  of  his  age  and  receives  the  veneration  and  respect  which  should  ever  be 
accorded  one  who  has  traveled  thus  far  on  life's  journey  and  whose  career  has 
been  at  all  times  upright  and  honorable. 

Franklin  G.  Davis,  whose  name  introduces  this  review,  obtained  his  edu¬ 
cation  in  the  district  schools  of  Walnut  township  and  the  public  schools  of  Des 
Moines  and  also  attended  Drake  University  for  one  year.  He  remained  under 
the  parental  roof  until  1906,  when  his  father  retired  and  took  up  his  abode  in 
Valley  Junction.  Although  Mr.  Davis  lived  with  his  father  he  operated  a  sep¬ 
arate  farm.  At  the  time  of  his  father’s  retirement,  however,  he,  in  connection 
with  his  brother,  Arthur  G.,  took  charge  of  the  old  home  place  of  one  hundred 
and  sixty  acres,  which  he  has  since  cultivated  in  addition  to  his  own  tract  of 
sixty  acres.  In  association  with  his  brother  he  owns  two  finely  improved  farms 
of  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres  in  Dallas  county.  His  undertakings  as  an 
agriculturist  have  been  attended  with  a  gratifying  measure  of  prosperity  and 
he  has  long  held  a  place  among  the  substantial  and  representative  citizens  of  his 
native  county. 

On  the  17th  of  February,  1909,  Mr.  Davis  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Goldie  Barnett,  a  daughter  of  Carlton  and  Rosanna  (Swallow)  Barnett,  both 
of  whom  are  natives  of  Indiana.  Mr.  Barnett  came  to  Iowa  in  1861,  locating 
in  Dallas  county,  where  he  became  identified  with  agricultural  pursuits.  At  the 
present  time  he  and  his  wife  are  living  on  a  farm  in  Walnut  township,  Polk 
county. 

Mr.  Davis  is  a  democrat  in  politics.  Fraternally  he  is  identified  with  the 
Modern  Woodmen  of  America  at  Valley  Junction,  Iowa.  Mrs.  Davis  is  affiliated 
with  the  Methodist  church.  The  cooperation  of  Mr.  Davis  has  never  been 
sought  in  vain  in  support  of  progressive  public  movements  and  his  worth  as  a 
citizen  is  widely  acknowledged. 


RAYMOND  B.  ALBERSON. 

Raymond  B.  Alberson,  engaged  in  the  general  practice  of  law  as  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  firm  of  Bowen  &  Alberson,  in  which  connection  he  has  secured  a 
very  satisfactory  clientage,  was  born  in  Washington,  Iowa,  October  11,  1875, 
a  son  of  Amos  Norris  and  Sarah  (Hebener)  Alberson,  who  are  residents  of 
Washington,  where  the  father  is  engaged  in  merchandising.  The  Albersons 
came  of  Dutch  ancestry,  although  the  family  has  been  represented  in  this  coun- 
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try  since  1752,  when  settlement  was  made  on  Long  Island.  The  maternal  an¬ 
cestors  were  also  early  residents. 

Raymond  B.  Alberson  was  a  pupil  in  the  public  schools  of  his  native  city 
and  later  attended  the  Academy  of  Iowa  City  and  afterward  the  Iowa  State 
University.  His  preparation  for  the  bar  was  made  in  the  law  department  of 
the  University  of  Michigan,  from  which  he  was  graduated  with  the  class  of 
1900.  He  began  practice  as  a  member  of  the  law  firm  of  Bowen,  Brockett  & 
Alberson,  which  relation  was  maintained  until  April,  1902.  At  that  date  .Mr. 
Alberson  was  called  to  the  office  of  assistant  city  solicitor  and  remained  in 
that  position  until  September,  1905.  At  the  latter  date  he  was  given  charge  of 
the  claim  department  of  the  Des  Moines  City  Railroad  Company  and  so  con¬ 
tinued  until  the  1st  of  May,  1908,  when  he  resumed  the  private  practice  of 
law  as  an  associate  of  Messrs.  Bowen  &  Bremner.  The  partnership  was  con¬ 
tinued  until  July,  1909,  when  the  present  firm  of  Bowen  &  Alberson  was  formed. 
He  has  also  continued  in  general  practice  and  has  proved  capable  in  handling 
legal  interests  of  varied  character.  His  thorough  preparation  of  cases  bringing 
him  intimate  knowledge  of  all  the  points  bearing  upon  his  cause  enables  him 
to  forcibly  present  his  litigation  and  the  many  verdicts  which  he  has  won  favor¬ 
able  to  his  clients  is  an  indication  of  his  ability  and  strength  as  an  advocate. 

On  the  3d  of  January,  1895,  Mr.  Alberson  was  married  in  Ottumwa,  Iowa, 
to  Miss  Louise  Kellogg,  a  daughter  of  John  IT.  Kellogg,  a  native  of  Wash¬ 
ington,  Iowa.  Their  children  are:  Richard  Norris,  born  September  17,  1902; 
John  Whitford,  March  26,  1904;  and  Sarah  Isabel,  March  23,  1907.  The  family 
attend  the  Methodist  church  of  which  Mr.  Alberson  is  a  member  and  he  also 
belongs  to  the  Law  Club  of  Des  Moines.  His  political  allegiance  is  given  to  the 
republican  party  but  while  he  keeps  well  informed  on  the  questions  and  issues 
of  the  day  he  does  not  seek  nor  desire  office,  preferring  to  concentrate  his 
energies  upon  his  law  practice  which  is  constantly  growing  in  volume  and  im¬ 
portance.  At  the  outset  of  his  career  he  recognized  the  fact  that  earnest,  per¬ 
sistent  labor  is  the  basis  of  all  success  in  the  courts  as  well  as  in  other  lines 
of  business,  and  he  has  never  slighted  the  arduous  work  of  the  office  that  must 
precede  the  successful  presentation  of  a  cause  before  court  or  jury. 


ARTHUR  O.  STUBBS. 

Arthur  O.  Stubbs,  who  is  manager  of  the  Des  Moines  branch  of  the  Fair- 
view  Farm  and  Creamery  as  well  as  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  company, 
was  born  in  Polk  county  on  the  27th  of  January,  1879.  His  parents  were  Will¬ 
iam  and  Georgiana  (Skinner)  Stubbs,  the  father  a  native  of  Indiana  and  the 
mother  of  Iowa.  Mr.  Stubbs  came  to  Iowa  in  the  pioneer  days  and  first  located 
at  Earlham,  where  he  resided  for  a  brief  period,  then  removed  to  Des  Moines 
and  settled  upon  a  fruit  farm  which  he  cultivated  until  1910,  at  which  time 
he  engaged  in  the  grocery  business  with  a  son,  Elmer  E.,  in  Des  Moines.  Mrs. 
Stubbs  passed  away  in  1886. 

The  boyhood  and  youth  of  Arthur  O.  Stubbs  was  spent  in  the  paternal 
household  up'  to  the  age  of  eighteen  years,  at  which  time  he  joined  two  of 
his  brothers  who  were  engaged  in  the  dairy  business.  They  continued  in  this 
business  for  two  years  after  he  joined  them,  at  which  time  they  disposed  of 
it  and  went  to  Des  Moines,  where  they  entered  the  Capital  City  Commercial 
College,  feeling  the  necessity  of  supplementing  the  education  acquired  in  the 
district  schools  by  a  better  understanding  of  business  methods.  After  com¬ 
pleting  their  course  Arthur  O.  and  Alfred  I.  Stubbs  again  engaged  in  the  dairy 
business.  At  the  end  of  a  year  Alfred  I.  Stubbs  decided  to  go  into  partner¬ 
ship  with  his  father-in-law,  C.  W.  Wilcox,  and  so  sold  his  interest  in  the  busi- 
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ness  to  his  brother.  From  that  time  until  1909  Arthur  O.  Stubbs  continued 
in  the  business  alone.  In  the  latter  year,  however,  he  removed  his  business  to 
Cedar  Rapids,  where  he  had  been  located  about  nine  months  when  he  sold 
out  and  returned  to  Des  Moines  to  go  into  the  Fairview  Farm  and  Creamery 
with  his  brother  and  father-in-law. 

The  company  is  incorporated  for  twenty  thousand  dollars,  paid-up  stock, 
with  C.  W.  Wilcox  as  president,  Alfred  I.  Stubbs,  vice  president  and  Arthur 
O.  Stubbs,  secretary  and  treasurer.  In  addition  to  their  extensive  dairy  busi¬ 
ness  they  make  a  specialty  of  breeding  and  raising  Guernsey  cattle,  in  which 
they  are  meeting  with  most  gratifying  success,  as  they  are  shipping  their  cattle 
all  over  the  United  States.  Their  farm  is  located  in  Bloomfield  township  and 
contains  five  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land  which  they  are  using  in  con¬ 
nection  with  the  feeding  and  care  of  their  stock.  It  now  requires  two  hun¬ 
dred  milch  cows  to  supply  their  customers,  while  the  scope  of  their  business 
is  rapidly  increasing.  In  addition  to  his  stock  in  the  dairy  business  Mr.  Stubbs 
owns  two  acres  of  land  in  South  Des  Moines. 

Mr.  Stubbs  was  married  on  the  7th  of  May,  1900,  to  Miss  Marion  Edith 
Wilcox,  a  daughter  of  Curtis  W.  and  Mary  (Page)  Wilcox,  who  are  natives  of 
Vermont,  but  old  residents  of  Polk  county.  Five  children  have  been  born  of  this 
union,  four  of  whom  survive,  one  daughter,  Dorothy  Helen,  having  passed  away 
on  the  17th  of  August,  1906.  The  others  are:  Leland  William,  aged  eight  years: 
Esther  L.,  who  is  six;  Marjorie  M.  now  three;  and  Donald  Curtis,  who  has  just 
passed  the  first  anniversary  of  his  birth.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stubbs  affiliate  with  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  church. 

In  politics  Mr.  Stubbs’  views  accord  with  those  of  the  republican  party. 
He  has  never  taken  an  active  part  in  local  public  affairs  but  he  meets  the  re¬ 
quirements  of  good  citizenship  by  casting  his  ballot  on  election  day  for  the 
candidates  of  his  party.  He  is  a  most  capable  young  business  man,  and  much 
of  the  success  of  the  company  with  which  he  is  identified  can  undoubtedly  be 
attributed  to  his  personality  in  the  important  position  of  manager  of  the  city 
branch,  which  is  located  at  1401  Grand  avenue. 


MELVIN  H.  BYERS. 

Although  scarcely  emerged  from  his  boyhood  when  he  donned  a  uniform 
and  marched  under  the  stars  and  stripes  at  the  time  of  the  Civil  war,  Melvin 
H  Byers,  now  state  oil  inspector  of  Iowa,  was  able  to 'render  a  good  account 
of  his  services  as  a  soldier,  and  today  he  is  one  of  the  highly  respected  citizens 
of  one  of  the  greatest  states  of  the  Union.  He  was  born  in  Noble  county,  Olro 
January  12,  1846,  a  son  of  John  A.  and  Nancy  J.  (Goodrich)  Byers,  the  latter 
of  whom  was  a  native  of  New  York  city.  The  father  was  born  in  Morgan 
county,  Ohio,  and  learned  the  shoemaker’s  trade.  He  came  to  Iowa  in  1853  and 
followed  his  trade  at  Glenwood,  Mills  county,  also  engaging  in  farming  and 
stock-raising.  He  died  in  1886,  the  beloved  wife  and  mother  surviving  him 
for  two  years  thereafter.  They  were  the  parents  of  ten  children  and  by  lives 
of  industry  and  unselfishness  set  a  worthy  example  for  their  children  to  follow. 

Melvin  H.  Byers,  our  subject  was  reared  in  a  peaceful  home  and  received 
his  early  education  in  the  district  schools.  In  1863,  being  then  seventeen  years 
of  age,  he  enlisted  in  Company  B,  Twenty-ninth  Iowa  Volunteers,  and  went 
to  the  front,  participating  in  many  of  the  most  important  battles  of  the  Civil 
war.  After  receiving  his  honorable  discharge  August  25,  1865,  at  Davenport, 
Iowa,  he  returned  to  Mills  county  and  assisted  his  father  upon  the  home  farm 
for  several  years,  subsequently  engaging  for  a  period  of  ten  years  in  the  general 
store  business  upon  his  own  account  at  Glenwood. 
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He  took  an  active  part  in  politics  and  was  elected  county  recorder  of  Mills 
county,  serving  in  that  office  for  six  years,  and  also  was  three  times  elected 
mayor  of  Glenwood.  He  engaged  in  the  real-estate  and  abstract  business  with 
marked  success  and,  having  been  for  eighteen  years  an  active  member  of  the 
Iowa  National  Guard,  he  was  appointed  in  1898  by  Governor  Shaw  adjutant 
general  of  the  state  with  rank  of  brigadier  general.  He  soon  found  himself 
actively  employed  on  account  of  the  Spanish-American  war  and,  during  the 
early  months  of  his  services,  organized  four  regiments  of  infantry  as  Iowa’s 
contribution  to  the  cause,  acquitting  himself  most  creditably  in  this  important 
work.  He  was  reappointed  to  the  office  by  Governor  Cummins  and  served 
for  seven  years,  at  the  close  of  which  period  he  engaged  in  the  life  insurance 
business  with  headquarters  in  Des  Moines.  In  1909  he  was  appointed  state 
oil  inspector,  which  position  he  now  occupies. 

On  the  1  st  of  December,  1870,  Mr.  Byers  was  united  in  marriage  to  Carrie 
S.  Daniel,  a  native  of  Highland  county,  Ohio,  and  six  children  were  born  to 
this  union:  Edith  M.,  the  wife  of  H.  B.  Dull  of  Glenwood,  Ohio;  Bessie  D.,  now 
Mrs.  Henry  Barnett,  of  Portland,  Oregon;  Nettie  G.,  the  wife  of  Orin  E. 
Shay,  of  Glenwood;  Roscoe  E.  of  Des  Moines;  Ethel  J.,  the  wife  of  L.  A. 
Walk,  of  McMinnville,  Oregon;  and  Lucile,  at  home. 

Politically  Mr.  Byers  has  from  the  time  of  casting  his  first  ballot  been  a  sup¬ 
porter  of  the  principles  and  candidates  of  the  republican  party.  He  is  an 
active  member  of  the  Masonic  order  and  also  of  Abner  Army  Post,  No.  15, 
G.  A.  R.,  at  Glenwood,  Iowa.  Being  widely  known  in  the  state,  he  has  friends 
in  every  county  and  the  soldiers  of  Iowa,  old  and  young,  look  to  him  as  one 
of  their  tried  and  true  advocates.  In  public  and  private  life  he  has  shown  an 
ability,  tact  and  discrimination  rarely  possessed  by  one  man,  and  an  established 
reputation  for  fidelity  to  every  trust  has  given  him  an  enviable  place  in  the 
estimation  of  the  best  people  of  Iowa  regardless  of  church  or  party  affiliation. 


THOMAS  L.  BLANK. 

Thomas  L.  Blank,  a  civil  engineer,  who  has  done  important  work  in  his 
special  field,  was  born  in  Jackson  county,  Iowa,  January  13,  1855,  and  through¬ 
out  his  entire  life  has  been  identified  with  the  upbuilding  and  progress  of  the 
middle  west.  His  parents  were  Moses  D.  and  Eliza  Ann  (Sweesy)  Blank.  The 
paternal  ancestors  of  the  family  came  from  Germany  and  settled  near  Phil¬ 
adelphia,  Pennsylvania.  The  father  is  still  living  and  follows  the  occupation 
of  farming  in  South  Dakota.  The  mother,  who  died  in  1870,  was  of  Scotch- 
Irish  descent  and  also  represented  an  old  family  of  Pennsylvania. 

In  the  district  schools  of  his  native  county,  Thomas  L.  Blank  pursued  his 
education  and  afterward  took  an  academical  course  in  Cornell  College  at  Mt. 
Vernon,  Iowa.  He  completed  a  four-years’  engineering  course  by  graduation 
with  the  class  of  1882  and  immediately  afterward  entered  upon  the  active 
work  of  the  profession,  becoming  connected  with  the  Burlington,  Cedar  Rapids 
&  Northern  Railroad,  now  a  part  of  the  Rock  Island  System,  as  a  civil  en¬ 
gineer.  For  about  six  months  he  continued  in  that  service  and  was  afterward 
with  the  Northwestern  Railroad  Company.  For  many  years  he  has  done  work 
for  different  railroad  companies  operating  in  the  middle  west.  His  work  has 
been  largely  construction  engineering  and  has  been  of  an  important  character. 
In  December,  1901,  he  came  to  Des  Moines,  being  brought  here  in  connection 
with  the  promotion  of  the  Des  Moines  &  Northern  Iowa  Railroad,  but  the 
project,  however,  was  never  carried  to  completion,  although  Mr.  Blank  spent 
two  years  in  making  the  surveys  and  estimates  for  the  building  of  the  road. 
At  the  end  of  that  time  he  established  an  office  in  this  citv  for  the  conduct  of 
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general  engineering,  drainage  and  municipal  engineering,  doing  work  in  all 
parts  of  the  state.  He  spent  one  season  on  the  power  canal  at  Muscatine,  Iowa, 
and  during  1899-1900  he  was  in  Old  Mexico,  locating  a  line  for  the  Nacosari 
&  Southern  Railroad.  This  was  a  very  difficult  engineering  feat  through  the 
mountainous  region  of  that  country.  He  also  solved  other  important  engineer¬ 
ing  problems  in  the  construction  of  the  roundhouse  and  yards  at  Cass  Lake,  Min¬ 
nesota  for  the  Great  Northern.  This  work  was  done  in  1898,  Mr.  Blank  having 
entire  charge.  He  has  also  made  surveys  for  the  various  electric  lines  in  Iowa 
and  Nebraska  and  his  work  on  the  whole  has  been  in  connection  with  large 
corporations.  On  the  1st  of  September,  1910,  he  was  appointed  to  the  position 
of  deputy  engineer  for  Polk  county,  which  position  he  still  fills. 

His  engineering  service  has  caused  him  at  different  times  to  take  up  his 
abode  in  various  places.  While  a  resident- of  Jerauld  county,  South  Dakota,  he 
filled  the  office  of  county  clerk  and  register  of  deeds  for  a  term.  He  was  one 
of  the  organizers  of  the  county  and  opened  the  first  records  in  1884.  For 
ten  years  he  resided  in  that  county,  occupying  a  position  of  prominence  and 
influence  among  its  citizens.  From  1892  until  1900  he  was  a  resident  of  Pierce 
county,  Nebraska,  and  during  that  period  served  for  two  terms  as  county  sur¬ 
veyor.  In  politics  he  has  always  been  a  republican,  inflexible  in  his  support 
of  the  party  and  its  principles  and  actively  interested  to  a  greater  or  less  extent 
in  its  work  and  support. 

On  the  24th  of  June,  1885,  at  Center  Point,  Iowa,  Mr.  Blank  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Miss  LoElla  H.  Lamb,  a  daughter  of  Curtis  and  Nancy  Lamb. 
Mrs.  Blank  was  the  second  white  child  born  in  Sioux  City,  her  natal  day  being 
January  8,  1857.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Blank  have  three  living  children:  Vernon  Dee, 
who  was  born  in  South  Dakota,  November  17,  1890,  and  is  now  a  junior  in 
college  at  Grinnell,  Iowa ;  Velma  Delphine,  who  was  born  in  Planview,  Ne¬ 
braska,  September  3,  1892,  and  is  now  a  graduate  of  Grinned  (Iowa)  high 
school ;  and  Moses  Dale,  who  was  born  in  Plainview,  June  28,  1894,  a  senior 
in  Grinned  high  school.  The  parents  are  members  of  the  Congregational 
church,  and  Mr.  Blank  belongs  also  to  Gus  Smith  Camp,  No.  2766,  M.  W.  A. 
He  is  likewise  a  member  of  the  Iowa  Engineering  Society  and  he  has  won  for 
himself  a  favorable  position  in  the  ranks  of  the  profession,  to  which  he  gives 
his  attention.  He  has  been  a  close  and  discriminating  student  of  the  scientific 
principles  which  bear  upon  his  work  as  well  as  the  practical  labor  connected  with 
the  duties  that  have  devolved  upon  him,  and  he  has  thus  become  wed  qual¬ 
ified  and  has  done  important  service  along’-  professional  lines. 


HARRY  C.  EVANS. 

Upon  the  foundation  principles  of  industry,  honesty  and  fair  dealing  Harry 
C.  Evans  has  budded  his  success.  A  poor  boy,  upon  whom  his  father's  family 
was  dependent  for  support,  he  bravely  met  the  duties  that  devolved  upon  him  and 
found  in  the  faithful  performance  of  each  task  encouragement  and  strength  for 
the  labors  that  followed.  He  is  today  widely  known  as  one  of  the  builders  of  the 
Brotherhood  of  American  Yeomen,  which  is  rapidly  forging  to  the  front  as  one 
of  the  leading  fraternal  insurance  organizations  of  the  country,  and  with  the 
order  he  is  closely  associated  as  editor  of  the  Yeomen's  Shield,  its  official  organ. 

Mr.  Evans  is  a  native  of  Davis  county,  Iowa,  born  July  14,  1:858,  and  was 
reared  upon  a  farm.  His  father,  Joseph  V.  Evans,  who  died  in  October,  1877, 
was  a  farmer  and  stock  dealer,  who  became  one  of  the  pioneer  settlers  of  Davis 
county.  He  was  born  in  Jefferson  county,  Tennessee,  in  1823.  At  the  time  of 
the  settlement  of  the  Evans  family  in  Iowa,  Samuel  Evans,  the  grandfather,  mi¬ 
grated  from  Tennessee  down  the  Tennessee  river  to  Ohio,  then  down  that  stream 
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and  up  the  Mississippi  river  to  Keokuk,  Iowa.  He  had  in  his  care  sixteen  per¬ 
sons  of  his  immediate  family,  beside  much  live  stock  and  the  household  goods. 
The  journey  from  Jefferson  county,  Tennessee,  covered  several  hundred  miles. 
The  raft  on  which  they  came  was  built  by  Samuel  Evans,  who  was  a  resourceful 
man  and  a  citizen  of  much  prominence  in  the  newly  opened  district  of  Iowa,  in 
which  he  located.  He  came  to  Davis  county  at  the  time  it  was  opened  to  settlers 
and  was  one  of  its  organizers  and  the  county’s  first  assessor.  His  son,  Joseph  V. 
Evans,  early  became  familiar  with  the  experiences  of  frontier  life.  Arriving  at 
years  of  maturity  he  wedded  Nancy  Ellen  Childers,  a  native  of  Illinois.  His 
death  occurred  in  October,  1877,  while  Mrs.  Evans  died  in  1875. 

Harry  C.  Evans  was  the  third  in  a  family  of  eight  children.  In  his  youthful 
days  he  pursued  his  education  in  one  of  the  old  time  log  schoolhouses  in  Perry 
township,  attending  during  the  winter  months,  while  in  the  summer'  seasons  he 
worked  on  the  home  farm.  He  pursued  his  studies  only  until  about  seventeen 
years  of  age,  when  he  left  the  farm  and  went  to  Bloomfield,  the  county  seat  of 
Davis  county,  where  he  was  apprenticed  to  learn  the  printer’s  trade.  He  was  then 
connected  with  the  printing  business  in  one  phase  or  another  until  1890.  His  first 
position  was  with  the  Bloomfield  Democrat  and  after  four  years,  during  which 
period  he  worked  his  way  upward  and  became  familiar  with  various  departments 
of  the  business,  he  purchased  the  paper  through  the  assistance  of  friends.  He 
then  bent  every  energy  toward  making  it  a  successful  journal,  toward  increasing 
its  circulation  and  its  advertising  patronage  by  giving  to  the  public  a  paper 
of  widespread  interest.  Five  years’  time  enabled  him  to  pay  off  everything  which 
he  owed  upon  the  paper  and  he  thus  started  free  and  untrammeled  in  the  business 
world.  During  President  Cleveland’s  first  administration,  from  1884  until  1888, 
he  served  as  postmaster  of  Bloomfield.  In  1890  he  sold  the  paper  and  removed 
to  Ottumwa,  Iowa,  where  in  connection  with  Captain  S.  B.  Evans  he  founded  the 
Ottumwa  Sun,  a  democratic  organ.  During  his  residence  in  that  place  he  was 
elected  a  member  of  the  city  council  and  in  1893  he  was  appointed  to  the  posi¬ 
tion  of  chief  of  division  in  the  United  States  treasury  department  at  Washing¬ 
ton,  D.  C.,  where  he  resided,  filling  the  office  for  four  years.  Through  three  years 
of  that  time  he  devoted  his  leisure  hours  to  the  mastery  of  a  law  course  in  Co¬ 
lumbian  University  and  was  accorded  the  LL.  B.  degree  with  the  class  of  1896. 
Returning  to  Iowa,  he  took  up  his  abode  in  Des  Moines  in  the  spring  of  1897  anc^ 
here  entered  upon  the  practice  of  law,  forming  a  partnership  with  his  brother, 
Edward  B.  Evans,  the  association  being  maintained  until  the  latter  was  appointed 
dean  of  Drake  University.  The  following  year  Harry  C.  Evans  became  officially 
connected  with  the  Brotherhood  of  American  Yeomen,  which  was  organized  in 
1897.  He  was  made  a  member  of  its  board  of  directors  and  has  been  editor  of 
the  Yeomen’s  Shield  practically  during  the  life  of  the  association.  Since  August, 
1909,  he  has  given  his  entire  time  to  his  duties  in  charge  of  one  of  the  depart¬ 
ments  of  the  society,  for  he  is  now  a  supreme  officer. 

In  his  political  views  Mr.  Evans  is  a  democrat  and  has  always  been  an  active, 
earnest  and  effective  worker  in  the  ranks  of  the  party.  In  1904  was  a  c^e_ 
gate  to  the  democratic  national  convention  and  in  1906  was  a  candidate  for  the 
state  legislature.  He  took  an  active  part  in  the  work  of  securing  the  adoption 
of  the  Des  Moines  plan  and  was  one  of  the  business  men’s  committee  of  three 
hundred  to  frame  the  plan  and  laws  for  the  present  form  of  city  government. 
Fraternally  he  is  connected  with  the  Masons,  the  Knights  01  Pythias,  the  Modern 
Woodmen,  the  Tribe  of  Ben  Hur,  the  Modern  Brotherhood  and  the  Homesteaders. 
He  belongs  also  to  the  Commercial  Club  and  the  Press  Club  .of  Des  Moines  and 
is  widely  known  in  the  city,  where  his  many  stalwart  qualities  have  won  him 
friendly  regard.  He  holds  membership  in  the  First  Methodist  Episcopal  church 
and  at  all  times  is  mindful  of  his  duties  and  his  obligations  toward  bis  fellowmen. 

On  the  1 2th  of  August,  1890,  in  Bloomfield,  Iowa,  Mr.  Evans  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Miss  Susan  Weaver,  a  native  of  Iowa,  and  a  daughter  of  General 
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James  B.  Weaver,  a  prominent  citizen  who  won  his  title  by  service  in  the  Civil 
war.  Mr.  Weaver  was  three  times  a  member  of  congress  and  in  1880  was  candi¬ 
date  on  the  greenback  ticket  for  president  and  in  1892  on  the  populist  ticket. 
He  became  a  pioneer  in  what  is  now  known  as  the  progressive  movement  of  the 
republican  party  and  has  ever  been  in  the  vanguard  of  those  men  who,  thinking 
out  broadly,  seem  to  recognize  before  the  majority  of  their  fellows  tne  real  con¬ 
ditions  that  exist,  and  labor  for  measures  and  movements  which  shall  do  away 
with  abuses  and  fallacies  of  government,  and  give  strength  to  those  elements 
which  are  best  in  public  life.  He  is  still  a  resident  of  Colfax,  Iowa.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Evans  have  two  children :  Alice,  who  was  born  in  Ottumwa,  Iowa,  April 
29,  1891,  and  is  now  in  college;  and  Clara,  who  was  born  in  Washington,  D.  C., 
May  17,  1896. 

Such  in  brief  is  the  life  history  of  Harry  C.  Evans,  a  history  that  may  well 
serve  as  a  source  of  inspiration  and  encouragement  to  others.  His  record  is  an 
illustration  of  the  fact  that  it  is  under  the  pressure  of  adversity,  and  the  stimulus 
of  necessity  that  the  strongest  and  best  in  men  is  brought  out  and  developed.  The 
exigencies  of  the  case  demanded  his  best  efforts.  He  had  to  provide  for  his 
father’s  family  as  well  as  look  out  for  his  own  interests  and  this  meant  the  closest 
application  and  the  wisest  use  of  every  advantage  and  opportunity.  Gradually 
he  gained  a  foothold  in  the  business  world  and  each  forward  step  has  brought 
him  a  wider  outlook.  He  deserves  not  only  to  be  classed  with  the  successful  men 
but  also  with  those  men  whose  commercial  integrity  and  high  sense  of  personal 
honor  command  for  them  the  unqualified  respect  of  all. 


MORRIS  J.  WRAGG. 

Among  the  eminent  citizens  of  Iowa  whom  the  people  delight  to  honor 
may  be  named  Morris  J.  Wragg,  of  Des  Moines,  widely  known  on  account  of  hi 
intimate  connection  with  horticultural  interests.  He  was  born  in  Clayton  county, 
Iowa,  May  3,  1858,  a  son  of  John  and  Hannah  (McManus)  Wragg.  The  father, 
who  was  a  native  of  Luzerne  county,  Pennsylvania,  came  to  Iowa  in  1853  an<^ 
entered  land  in  Clayton  county,  continuing  on  his  farm  for  seven  years  after  his 
marriage,  which  took  place  in  1857.  However,  believing  that  a  more  southerly 
location  would  be  still  more  favorable,  he  removed  in  1863  to  Dallas  county  and 
purchased  a  farm  near  Waukee,  which  he  cultivated  with  such  judgment  that  he 
soon  became  known  as  one  of  the  most  prosperous  farmers  of  the  county.  By 
inclination,  however,  he  was  a  horticulturist,  and  wishing  to  establish  himself 
permanently  in  this  line,  he  gave  up  farming,  and  in  1878  associated  with  his 
sons  in  the  development  of  flowers  and  fruit  and  ornamental  trees.  The  business 
succeeded  even  beyond  his  expectations,  and  he  gained  a  reputation  which  made 
his  name  known  throughout  the  entire  west.  He  was  a  man  of  good  education 
and  fine  literary  ability,  being  an  accomplished  writer  of  both  prose  and  poetry. 
He  had  a  large  library  of  choice  books,  and  was  a  lifelong  student,  not  onh 
along  scientific  lines,  but  of  general  literature.  His  beautiful  home  was  ever  a 
noted  center  of  hospitality,  where  a  host  of  friends  were  accorded  a  cordial 
greeting. 

The  Wragg  family  in  America  traces  its  ancestry  to  John  Wragg,  who  was 
born  in  Birminghamshire,  England,  about  the  year  1769.  He  was  married  to 
Lydia  Ellis,  the  ceremony  taking  place  in  the  old  church  at  Birminghamshire,  in 
March,  1794.  and  soon  afterward  he  sailed  with  his  bride  for  America.  The 
ship  in  which  they  took  passage  was  seized  by  the  French,  war  then  being  in 
progress  between  France  and  England.  The  passengers  were  made  prisoners 
and  many  of  them  were  beheaded.  However,  the  assassination  of  Marat  by 
Charlotte  Corday  led  to  the  release  of  those  prisoners  who  were  still  alive,  and 
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among  this  number,  it  so  happened,  were  John  Wragg  and  his  wife.  It  is  said 
that  owing  to  the  terror  and  suspense  through  which  he  passed,  the  hair  of  Mr. 
Wragg,  originally  jet  black,  turned  white  as  snow.  After  reaching  America,  he 
settled  in  Pennsylvania,  and  as  he  was  well  versed  in  horticulture,  was  placed  by 
Dr.  Priestley,  of  Northumberland,  in  charge  of  his  spacious  grounds,  garden 
and  orchards.  The  members  of  the  Wragg  family  are  quite  numerous,  and  may 
be  found  in  all  of  the  principal  states  of  the  union. 

Morris  J.  Wragg,  the  subject  of  this  review,  received  his  early  education  in  the 
public  schools,  and  later  became  a  post-graduate  student  under  Professor  Budd, 
of  Ames  College,  at  Ames,  Iowa,  in  horticulture  and  botany.  In  1881,  he  engaged 
in  business  with  his  father  and  has  ever  since  been  actively  identified  with  the 
horticultural  and  agricultural  interests  of  the  west,  serving  in  many  important 
positions.  He  was  director  of  horticultural  exhibits  at  the  World’s  Fair,  Chicago, 
the  Omaha,  Buffalo  and  St.  Louis  Exposition,  and  was  awarded  a  gold  medal 
at  each  of  those  great  fairs  for  his  efficiency  and  fidelity  in  performance  of  his 
duties.  Many  other  honors  were  also  bestowed  upon  him.  He  has  served  as 
member  of  the  state  board  of  agriculture  of  Iowa,  and  for  eight  years  was  western 
representative  of  leading  eastern  agricultural  and  horticultural  papers.  His  ad¬ 
vice  and  assistance  have  been  sought  in  the  laying  out  and  beautifying  of  public 
grounds  in  various  cities,  including  Denver,  Colorado,  and  Knoxville,  Tennessee. 
As  a  landscape  architect,  he  has  gained  a  national  reputation.  The  business  was 
first  established  at  Waukee,  Iowa,  but  removed  to  Des  Moines  in  1904.  The 
grounds  of  the  Toledo  College  at  Toledo,  Iowa,  were  laid  out  in  accordance 
with  plans  prepared  by  Mr.  Wragg,  and  his  services  are  in  constantly  growing 
demand. 

On  the  27th  of  May,  1884,  at  Waukee,  Dallas  county,  Iowa,  Mr.  Wragg  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Alice  M.  Little,  and  six  children  were  born  of  this 
union,  namely:  Edith  May,  who  was  born  April  6,  1885;  Winafred,  born  October 
12,  1886;  Marlin  Joseph,  born  August  29,  1888;  Florence,  born  July  26,  1890; 
Howard  Burton,  born  November  29,  1894;  and  Russel  Francis,  who  was  born 
August  14,  1899. 

Mr.  Wragg  is  politically  in  sympathy  with  the  republican  party,  and  his  re¬ 
ligious  belief  is  indicated  by  membership  in  the  Methodist  church.  Socially,  he 
is  connected  with  the  Knights  of  Pythias.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Des  Moines 
Commercial  Club  and  served  for  a  number  of  years  as  one  of  its  directors.  He  is 
actively  identified  with  all  the  civic  associations  and  takes  special  interest  in  all 
civic  improvements.  The  work  which  he  has  accomplished  reflects  great  credit 
upon  his  ability  in  his  chosen  field,  and  today  there  are  few  men  in  the  country, 
who  can  claim  superiority  as  horticulturists  over  Morris  J.  Wragg.  His  friends 
and  acquaintances  are  legion,  and  are  to  be  found  in  every  state  of  the  union. 
The  high  position  he  has  gained  is  due  to  conscientious  application  to  his  calling, 
to  which  he  is  by  birth  and  education  eminently  fitted. 


WILLIAM  GEORGE  HARVISON. 

William  George  Harvison  is  a  member  of  the  law  firm  of  Dale  &  Harvison, 
which  occupies  a  position  of  distinctive  precedence  as  a  representative  of  the 
work  of  the  courts  of  Polk  county.  In  his  practice  Mr.  Harvison  has  always 
specialized  in  the  department  of  civil  law  and  broad  study  and  research  have 
splendidly  qualified  him  for  the  conduct  and  care  of  important  litigated  in¬ 
terests.  A  recognition  of  this  fact  on  the  part  of  the  general  public  lias  brought 
him  an  extensive  clientele.  He  was  born  in  New  York  city,  January  4,  1854. 
His  father,  Thomas  Harvison,  a  native  of  County  Monaghan,  Ireland,  came  to 
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America  in  1840,  settling  in  New  York  city,  where  he  maintained  his  residence 
until  1862.  He  then  removed  to  Morrison,  Whiteside  county,  Illinois,  where 
he  resided  until  1874,  when  he  went  to  Edgar,  Clay  county,  Nebraska,  there 
making  his  home  until  his  death,  which  occurred  on  the  6th  of  December,  1909. 
In  early  manhood  he  was  a  scroll-sawyer  in  New  York  city,  but  subsequently 
took  up  the  trade  of  carpentering.  *  His  wdfe,  Harriet  (Townsley)  Harvison,. 
was  born  in  New  York  city,  in  August,  1831,  shortly  after  the  arrival  of  her 
parents  from  England,  and  is  now  a  resident  of  Edgar,  Nebraska. 

William  G.  Harvison  at  the  age  of  six  years  became  a  pupil  in  the  public 

schools  of  the  eastern  metropolis  and  later  continued  his  studies  in  the  public 

schools  of  Whiteside  county,  Illinois,  in  the  Normal  School  of  Morrison,  and 
at  Lyndon,  Illinois.  His  preparation  for  the  bar  was  made  in  Des  Moines, 
where  the  Law  department  of  Simpson  Centenary  College  of  Indianola,  Iowa, 
was  located.  He  was  there  graduated  with  the  class  of  1876.  He  began  prac¬ 
tice  in  Des  Moines  on  the  1st  of  January,  1878,  but  this  did  not  represent  his 
initial  experience  in  business.  Five  years  prior  to  entering  the  law  school  he 
had  taken  up  the  profession  of  teaching  in  Whiteside  county,  Illinois,  and 

while  thus  engaged  he  had  devoted  evening  hours  and  Sundays  to  reading  law. 

His  economical  expenditure  enabled  him  to  save  from  his  earnings  a  sum 
sufficient  to  permit  him  to  pursue  his  law  course  in  college  and  following  his 
graduation  he  entered  upon  general  practice,  yet  has  never  engaged  in  criminal 
law  work.  On  the  1st  of  September,  1902,  he  formed  a  partnership  with 
Horatio  F.  Dale  and  in  the  intervening  period  of  nine  years  the  firm  of  Dale  & 
Harvison  has  won  an  enviable  position  among  the  leading  attorneys  of  the  state. 
Mr.  Harvison  never  fails  to  give  a  thorough  preparation  nor  in  the  slightest 
degree  neglects  a  point  that  will  bear  upon  his 'cause.  His  familiarity  with 
principle  and  precedent  enables  him  to  readily  cite  points  of  law  relative  to 
his  case  and  his  strong,  forcible  arguments  never  fail  to  impress  the  court  and 
seldom  fail  to  win  the  verdict  desired.  At  times  other  interests  have  to  an 
extent  claimed  his  attention.  He  was  elected  president  of  the  Century  Savings 
Bank  upon  its  organization,  on  the  10th  of  August,  1903,  and  so  served  until 
the  7th  of  February,  1910,  when  he  resigned  and  retired  from  the  active  man¬ 
agement  of  the  bank,  although  he  is  still  one  of  its  stockholders.  He  was  also1 
a  stockholder  and  one  of  the  directors  of  the  Home  Savings  Bank  for  many 
years  and  for  a  long  period  was  attorney  and  director  of  the  German  Savings 
Bank  but  has  now  put  aside  all  outside  interests  to  concentrate  his  energies 
entirely  upon  his  professional  duties  which  have  constantly  grown  in  volume 
and  importance.  He  is  most  devoted  to  the  interests  of  his  clients  and  in  the 
practice  of  law  holds  to  a  high  standard  of  professional  service. 

Mr.  Harvison  is  pleasantly  situated  in  his  home  relations  and  the  Harvison 
household  is  the  abode  of  warm-hearted  hospitality.  He  was  married  at  Rock¬ 
ford,  Illinois,  May  15,  1877,  to  Miss  Carrie  Catlin,  a  daughter  of  Levi  and 
Ellen  S.  (Downs)  Catlin,  and  a  native  of  Litchfield,  Connecticut,  born  March 
1 2,  1853.  They  have  become  the  parents  of  three  daughters:  Emma,  born  in 
Des  Moines,  November  4,  1879;  Carrie,  who  was  born  July  17,  1881,  and  is  a 
graduate  of  the  Still  College  of  Osteopathy,  since  which  time  she  has  practiced 
her  profession  in  Des  Moines;  and  Mary,  who  was  born  September  6,  1883, 
in  Des  Moines,  and  is  the  wife  of  Eugene  R.  Holland  of  this  city,  who  is  book¬ 
keeper  and  teller  of  the  Century  Savings  Bank.  Mrs.  Harvison  is  a  member 
of  the  Abigail  Adams  Chapter  of  the  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution, 
being  a  descendant  of  Thomas  Catlin,  a  lieutenant  in  the  American  army  in  the 
war  for  liberty. 

Mr.  Harvison  gives  his  political  allegiance  to  the  republican  party  and  has 
been  an  active  worker  in  its  ranks.  He  has  never  sought  office,  however,  yet 
has  served  through  appointments  as  assistant  county  attorney  for  four  years, 
beginning  in  1894,  and  was  also  appointed  by  the  board  of  supervisors  to  the 
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position  of  deputy  county  treasurer  in  1884,  continuing  in  that  office  for  four 
years.  He  belongs  to  the  Knights  of  Pythias  fraternity  and  to  Capital  Lodge, 
A.  F.  &  A.  M.  He  also  holds  membership  with  the  Grant  Club  and  the  nature 
of  his  recreation  is  indicated  in  the  fact  that  he  belongs  to  tlie  East  Side  Golf 
Club  and  the  Grand  View  Golf  Club.  His  religious  faith  is  that  of  the  Con¬ 
gregational  church.  He  neglects  none  of  the  duties  that  devolve  upon  every 
man  through  his  business  associations,  through  citizenship  and  through  the 
ties  of  home  and  friendship.  He  stands  foursquare  to  every  wind  that  blows, 
nor  seeks  favor  nor  advancement  at  the  sacrifice  of  another’s  interests.  He 
has  won  his  most  creditable  reputation  at  the  bar  in  a  fair  field  and  has  de¬ 
served  the  distinction  which  he  has  achieved. 


GEORGE  H.  MAISH. 

It  has  been  said  that  no  man  in  a  similar  period  of  time  has  done  more  for 
the  upbuilding  and  improvement  of  Des  Moines  than  did  George  H.  Maish  while 
a  resident  of  this  city.  He  figured  prominently  in  financial  and  business  circles, 
was  called  to  various  positions  of  public  trust  and  sought  to  further  the  social, 
intellectual  and  moral,  as  well  as  the  material  progress  of  the  community.  His 
life  was  filled  with  countless  kindly  courtesies  such  as  help  to  lighten  the  bur¬ 
dens  for  others  and  became  an  inspiration  or  incentive  for  renewed  efifort  on 
the  part  of  those  with  whom  he  came  in  contact. 

He  was  born  September  30,  1835,  in  York  county,  Pennsylvania,  his  youthful 
days  being  spent  upon  his  father’s  farm,  where  his  home  training  was  such  as 
developed  in  him  those  principles  of  honorable  manhood  that  characterized  his 
entire  life.  When  a  young  man  he  took  up  his  abode  in  the  town  of  York  and 
sought  employment  as  a  clerk  in  a  hardware  store,  but  eventually  turned  his 
attention  from  the  more  strictly  mercantile  lines  to  financial  interests,  becoming 
teller  in  one  of  the  banks  of  that  city.  Recognition  of  the  conditions  and  oppor¬ 
tunities  in  different  parts  of  the  country  led  him  to  determine  to  try  his  for¬ 
tune  in  the  west,  where  he  believed  superior  advantages  were  offered. 

The  year  1869  witnessed  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Maish  in  Des  Moines,  and  here 

he  became  a  member  of  the  drug  firm  of  Weaver  &  Maish.  He  soon  won  a 

wide  acquaintance  and  his  geniality,  cordiality  and  reliability  not  only  gained  for 
him  a  host  of  friends,  but  also  constituted  a  strong  attribute  in  his  business 
career  and  gained  him  substantial  prosperity.  For  a  time  he  remained  con¬ 
nected  with  commercial  pursuits  and  then  turned  his  attention  to  banking,  be¬ 
coming  the  organizer  in  1875  of  the  Iowa  National  Bank.  As  its  casluei  he 
had  active  supervision  of  its  business,  which  developed  and  expanded  under 
his  guidance  until  the  institution  became  one  of  the  strong  banks  of  the  city, 

with  a  large  patronage,  every  feature  of  legitimate  banking  being  theie  cai- 

ried  on.  For  twelve  years  he  bent  his  energies  toward  the  conduct  of  the 
bank  as  cashier  but  in  January,  1888,  resigned  and  retired  from  the  acti\e  man¬ 
agement,  having  been  elected  to  the  office  of  vice  president.  In  the  previous  }ear 
he  had  entered  another  field  of  labor,  and  had  been  elected  piesident  of  the 
State  Insurance  Company.  Again  his  management  of  affairs  brought  pros¬ 
perity  to  the  institution  with  which  he  was  associated.  He  systematized  the 
business,  formulated  plans  for  its  extension  and  stimulated  the  efforts  of  agents 
and  officers  so  that  the  business  prospered  and  policy  holders  were  benefited 

thereby.  , .  .  .  r  . 

Mr.  Maish  filled  various  positions  of  trust  of  a  public  and  semi-public  char¬ 
acter  and  again  and  again  there  was  given  to  him  abundant  evidence  of  the 
confidence  reposed  in  him.  At  the  time  of  his  death  and  foi  three  years  pnor 
thereto  he  was  treasurer  of  the  State  Agricultural  Society  and  a  membei  of  its 
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executive  committee.  Every  trust  reposed  in  him  was  satisfactorily  executed 
and  his  record  at  all  times  measured  up  to  the  highest  standard  of  business 
ethics.  He  was  administrator  for  a  number  of  large  estates,  was  a  trustee  of 
various  banks  and  a  director  in  many  corporations,  including  those  already 
mentioned,  together  with  the  Polk  County  Savings  Bank,  the  Security,  Loan  & 
Trust  Company  and  the  Savery  Hotel  Company.  It  seemed  that  everything 
that  he  undertook  proved  a  source  of  public  benefit  as  well  as  of  individual 
success. 

Before  his  removal  to  the  middle  west  Mr.  Maish  was  married  in  York, 
Pennsylvania,  on  the  ist  of  October,  1857,  to  Miss  Charlotte  E.  Weaver,  and 
they  became  the  parents  of  seven  children,  namely :  William  W. ;  Annie  K., 
now  deceased;  Harriet;  Albert  G. ;  Mary,  who  married  Philip  B.  Watrous  and 
is  now  living  in  Albany,  New  York;  Georgia,  now  Mrs.  Harry  D.  Liddle;  and 
Charlotte,  who  now  lives  with  her  mother,  at  home  in  this  city.  Mr.  Maish  was 
truly  devoted  to  his  family  and  found  his  greatest  happiness  in  promoting  the 
welfare  of  the  members  of  his  own  household.  He  loved  all  children  and 
they  loved  him.  He  was  charitable  and  kindly  and  his  philanthropy  was  ever 
as  great  as  his  means  would  permit,  his  benevolence  increasing  as  the  years 
brought  him  success. 

He  was  an  active  member  and  officer  in  St.  John’s  English  Lutheran  church 
and  for  many  years  served  as  superintendent  of  its  Sunday  school.  He  con¬ 
tributed  generously  toward  the  support  of  the  church  and  took  a  most  helpful 
interest  in  all  of  its  different  activities.  His  life,  too,  exemplified  the  beneficent 
spirit  of  the  Masonic  fraternity.  He  was  made  a  Master  Mason  in  York, 
Pennsylvania,  and  afterward  became  a  member  of  Capital  Lodge,  No.  no,  A.  F. 
&  A.  M. ;  Corinthian  Chapter,  No.  14,  R.  A.  M.,  and  Temple  Commandery,  No. 
4,  K.  T.,  as  well  as  all  of  the  Scottish  Rite  bodies. 

He  was  a  man  of  splendid  personal  appearance,  but  even  this  was  for¬ 
gotten  in  the  kindly  spirit  which  he  displayed  to  all.  In  one  of  his  volumes 
James  Lane  Allen  has  given  this  ideal  of  manhood :  '‘First  of  all  a  man 
should  be  a  man  with  all  the  vigor  and  beauty  of  the  body ;  secondly  he  should 
be  a  man  with  all  of  the  vigor  and  graces  of  the  intellect;  and  lastly,  no  matter 
what  his  creed,  his  dogma,  his  superstition  or  his  religion,  he  should  try  to  live 
the  beautiful  life  of  the  spirit.”  Few  men  have  so  nearly  reached  this  ideal 
of  perfected  manhood  as  George  H.  Maish,  and  it  was  with  deepest  regret 
on  the  part  of  all  who  knew  him  that  they  learned  that  to  him  had  come  the 
final  summons  on  the  2d  day  of  May,  1888.  He  could  be  as  tender  as  a 
woman,  as  sympathetic  as  a  child  and  yet  possessed  the  dominant  elements  of 
strong,  sturdy  manhood  that  enabled  him  to  accomplish  what  he  undertook 
and  to  become  a  forceful  factor  in  the  life  of  the  community,  having  an  im¬ 
portant  influence  on  public  thought  and  action. 


JACOB  F.  SNOKE. 

There  are  men  who  succeed  in  any  profession  to  which  they  devote  their 
attention.  They  possess  unusual  mental  capacity  and  have  their  powers  of  con¬ 
centration  and  judgment  developed.  They  are  the  natural  leaders  and  easily 
stand  at  the  head  of  any  community.  To  this  class  belongs  Jacob  F.  Snoke, 
born  at  Mowersville,  Pennsylvania,  August  10,  1868,  the  son  of  Jacob  H.  and 
Nancy  (Shoemaker)  Snoke,  the  latter  of  whom  was  born  in  Franklin  county, 
Pennsylvania,  in  1841. 

The  father  was  born  in  Cumberland  county,  Pennsylvania,  September  17, 
1839,  and  engaged  in  the  ministry  of  the  United  Brethren  church.  He  is  now 
living  in  this  state  and  is  still  actively  pursuing  his  duties,  having  attained  the 
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longest  record  for  service  in  the  Des  Moines  conference.  The  grandfather  of 
our  subject,  Christian  Snoke,  was  born  in  Cumberland  county,  Pennsylvania, 
in  1804,  and  was  a  merchant  tailor.  The  great-grandfather  in  the  same  line 
of  ancestry  was  John  Snoke.  He  came  from  England  at  the  age  of  eighteen 
years,  and  was  a  clergyman  in  the  colonies  at  the  time  of  the  Revolutionary 
war.  The  maiden  name  of  the  grandmother  of  our  subject  was  Anna  High. 
She  was  born  in  Philadelphia,  in  1805,  the  daughter  of  John  and  Dorothy 
(Landis)  High.  The  family  moved  from  Cumberland  county,  Pennsylvania, 
to  Philadelphia,  taking  with  them  a  carriage,  which  was  considered  a  great 
novelty  in  the  region  where  they  took  up  their  home.  The  first  railroad  west 
of  Harrisburg,  Pennsylvania,  was  built  some  time  after  their  arrival  in  the 
Keystone  state. 

Five  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jacob  H.  Snoke,  namely:  D.  H., 
who  has  been  engaged  in  the  banking  business  at  Davenport  and  Durant,  Iowa, 
for  twenty-five  years  past,  and  who  served  as  member  of  the  twenty-fifth  gen¬ 
eral  assembly  from  the  Cedar  and  Scott  county  district;  Jacob  F.,  our  subject; 
Martha  May,  now  the  wife  of  Henry  H.  Keyes  of  Chicago;  William  A.,  who 
became  a  physician  and  is  now  deceased  leaving  a  widow  and  one  child,  Wilma, 
at  New  Corydon,  Indiana;  and  Jennie  Grace,  now  the  wife  of  Walter  Miller 
of  Enid,  Oklahoma. 

Jacob  F.  Snoke,  the  subject  of  this  review,  received  his  preliminary  edu¬ 
cation  in  the  public  schools  of  Pennsylvania  and  came  with  his  parents  to  Iowa 
when  he  was  thirteen  years  of  age,  continuing  his  studies  in  the  schools  of  this 
state.  After  graduating  from  the  Muscatine  high  school  and  also  from  the 
normal  school  in  the  class  of  1887  he  took  up  the  study  of  medicine  and,  in 
1892,  was  granted  a  degree  of  M.  D.,  by  the  Baltimore  Medical  College.  Sub¬ 
sequently,  he  entered  Drake  University,  graduating  in  pharmacy  from  that 
institution  in  1896.  While  pursuing  his  studies  he  taught  school  at  various 
times,  thus  earning  the  money  to  meet  his  expenses  at  college.  For  five  years 
he  engaged  in  the  active  practice  of  medicine  at  Cummings,  Iowa,  and  was 
quite  successful  in  this  vocation,  but  being  attracted  to  a  business  career,  he 
discontinued  medical  practice  and  became  cashier  of  the  Bank  of  Monroe,  Iowa. 
After  two  years  in  this  position  he  resigned  and  came  to  Des  Moines,  where  he 
has  since  been  identified  with  real  estate,  land  and  investments  interests,  being 
especially  interested  in  promoting  emigration  upon  new  lands  in  Texas,  Old 
Mexico  and  Canada.  Mr.  Snoke  has  been  devoting  his  attention  mainly  as  man¬ 
ager  of  the  National  Resources  Company,  Ltd.,  of  Vancouver,,  British  Columbia, 
the  officers  of  this  company  being  financial  agents  for  all  the  principal  towns 
along  the  Grand  Trunk  Pacific  Railway  in  British  Columbia,  but  for  the  past 
year  and  in  the  future  he  expects  to  confine  his  time  and  attention  to  local 
and  Iowa  investments  and  real  estate,  believing  after  his  extensive  experience, 
that  Iowa  property  is  the  best.  Mr.  Snoke  is  also  an  extensive  land  owner  on 
his  own  account,  owning  four  hundred  acres  of  good  land  in  Guthrie  county, 
thirty-five  miles  west  of  Des  Moines,  on  the  principal  automobile  route.  This 
farm  he  considers  a  permanent  investment,  believing  firmly  in  a  great  future 
for  productive  Iowa  lands.  He  has  direct  charge  of  the  farm  and  makes  a 
specialty  of  raising  and  feeding  cattle  and  hogs.  He  is  moreover  an  investor 
in  Des  Moines  property,  especially  in  that  portion  which  lies  along  Mulberry 
and  Walnut  streets. 

On  the  18th  day  of  May,  1898,  Mr.  Snoke  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Alice  Dix,  of  Monroe,  Iowa,  a  daughter  of  George  and  Isabel  (Richardson) 
Dix,  the  father  being  a  well  known  banking  man.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Snoke  have  one 
daughter,  Isabel,  who  was  born  February  24,  1900. 

Politically,  Mr.  Snoke  gives  his  adherence  to  the  republican  party,  as  the 
one  best  adapted  to  advance  the  permanent  interests  of  the  country.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Real  Estate  Exchange,  and  of  the  Presbyterian  church.  He  is 
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also  connected  with  the  Commercial  Club,  and  holds  membership  in  the  Masonic 
order  and  the  Elks.  Lie  has  gained  an  enviable  record  in  his  chosen  calling, 
and  has  been  instrumental  in  establishing  hundreds  of  families  in  prosperous 
and  happy  homes.  The  possessor  of  a  pleasing  address,  he  readily  makes  ac¬ 
quaintances  who  soon  become  his  friends.  Contact  with  the  world  has  broadened 
his  mind  and  enlarged  his  views.  Years  ago  he  realized  the  fact  that  all  men 
are  members  of  a  common  brotherhood,  and  in  accordance  with  this  principle 
of  action  his  life  has  been  mainly  shaped. 


EDWARD  J.  McGORRISK,  M.  D. 

Dr.  Edward  J.  M'cGorrisk,  who  gained  wide  local  distinction  in  his  profes¬ 
sion  and  was  a  surgeon  of  the  United  States  army  during  the  Civil  war,  passed 
away  in  Des  Moines  on  the  16th  of  April,  1904.  He  was  then  about  seventy 
years  of  age,  his  birth  having  occurred  in  County  Armagh,  Ireland,  in  1834.  His 
parents  were  John  and  Bridget  (Lennen)  McGorrisk,  who  spent  their  entire 
lives  on  the  Emerald  isle.  Dr.  McGorrisk  came  to  America  in  1850  when  a 
lad  of  about  fifteen  years.  His  brother,  the  Rev.  Bernard  McGorrisk,  had  pre¬ 
ceded  him.  He  was  a  man  of  talent  and  culture,  who  gained  prominence  as  a 
clergyman  of  the  Catholic  church  and  to  whom  is  due  the  honor  of  having 
founded  St.  Mary’s  College  of  the  Lakes — the  first  Catholic  college  in  the 
United  States  west  of  the  Alleghany  Mountains. 

Dr.  McGorrisk  had  begun  his  education  m  the  schools  of  his  native  country 
and  after  crossing  the  Atlantic  became  a  student  in  the  Chambley  Literary  Col¬ 
lege  at  Montreal,  Canada.  He  pursued  his  first  course  of  medical  lectures  in 
the  McGill  Medical  College  of  Montreal,  and  following  his  removal  to  Galena, 
Illinois,  in  1851,  he  took  up  the  study  of  pharmacy  and  medicine  under  Dr.  J.  S. 
Crawford.  He  was  graduated  from  Pope’s  Medical  College  at  St.  Louis  in  1855 
and  was  then  appointed  physician  and  surgeon  at  the  celebrated  O’Fallon’s  Dis¬ 
pensary  in  St.  Louis,  with  which  he  was  connected  for  a  year,  receiving  the 
degree  therefrom  in  1856.  He  then  went  to  Ottawa,  Illinois,  where  he  engaged 
in  the  practice  of  medicine  and  surgery  until  1858,  when  he  removed  to  Des 
Moines.  He  was  here  building  up  a  good  practice,  when,  in  1861,  his  patriotic 
spirit  was  aroused  by  the  attempt  which  had  been  made  to  overthrow  the  Union 
and  he  offered  his  services  to  the  government,  becoming  assistant  surgeon  of  the 
Seventeenth  Iowa  Volunteer  Infantry.  He  was  conspicuous  for  his  untiring 
devotion  to  the  sick  and  wounded  during  the  battles  of  Iuka  and  Corinth  in  1862, 
and  on  the  1st  of  January,  1863,  he  was  transferred  to  the  Ninth  Iowa  Volun¬ 
teers  as  surgeon.  He  worked  night  and  day  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties  as  an 
officer  of  the  medical  staff  during  the  siege  of  Vicksburg  and  later  he  was  made 
division  surgeon  of  the  First  Division  of  the  Fifteenth  Army  Corps  and  was  on 
duty  during  the  battles  of  Lookout  Mountain,  Missionary  Ridge  and  Ringgold. 
He  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  brigade  surgeon  and  afterward  to  acting  medi¬ 
cal  director  of  the  Fifteenth  Army  Corps.  He  marched  with  General  Sherman  to 
the  sea  and  ended  his  service  when  his  country  had  no  longer  need  for  military 
aid. 

When  the  war  was  over  Dr.  McGorrisk  returned  to  Des  Moines.  He  had 
come  to  this  country  a  poor  boy,  had  educated  himself,  and  by  courageous  and 
persistent  effort  worked  his  way  upward  in  one  of  the  learned  professions  and 
at  all  times  fully  discharged  his  duties.  He  often  gave  his  services  as  physician 
and  surgeon  to  those  unable  to  pay,  responding  readily  to  the  call  of  those  in 
distress.  He  studied  broadly  along  professional  lines  and  his  advancement  fol¬ 
lowed  as  the  logical  sequence  of  his  investigation,  broad  experience  and  close 
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application.  He  was  a  very  active  man  and  stood  locally  at  the  head  of  his 
profession. 

In  the  year  1856  Dr.  McGorrisk  was  married  to  Miss  Mary  Crotty,  of  Ot¬ 
tawa,  Illinois,  and  unto  them  were  born  three  children,  John  B.,  William  B.  and 
E.  W.,  but  the  last  named  is  now  deceased.  Having  lost  his  first  wife,  Dr.  Mc¬ 
Gorrisk  was  again  married,  his  second  union  being  with  Mrs.  Katherine  Brown, 
whom  he  wedded  in  1887.  He  was  devoted  to  his  family,  qnd  the  Loyal  Legion, 
of  which  he  was  a  member,  bears  testimony  to  the  fact  that  he  left  behind  him 
the  record  of  more  good  deeds  than  does  the  average  man.  His  religious  faith 
was  that  of  the  Catholic  church  and  his  political  belief  was  in  harmony  with  the 
principles  of  the  republican  party.  He  retained  a  deep  interest  in  military  af¬ 
fairs  and  at  one  time  served  as  brigade  surgeon  of  the  Iowa  State  Militia  and 
at  another  time  as  surgeon  general  of  Iowa.  He  held  membership  in  the  local 
and  state  medical  societies  and  continued  an  active  practitioner  of  his  profession 
to  the  time  of  his  death,  which  occurred  on  the  16th  of  April,  1904.  He  was  at 
that  time  one  of  the  oldest  practicing  physicians  of  Des  Moines  and  one  of  the 
best  known  public  characters  in  this  city.  His  activities  in  various  lines  have 
brought  him  a  wide  acquaintance  and  the  sterling  traits  of  his  character  gained 
for  him  the  honor  and  respect,  the  confidence  and  good-will  of  his  fellowmen. 
His  life  was  one  of  usefulness  in  public  and  private  connections  and  the  record 
which  he  left  to  his  family  is  one  well  worthy  of  emulation. 


O.  F.  BREWER. 

O.  F.  Brewer,  manager  of  the  Advance  Thresher  Company  at  Des  Moines, 
is  recognized  as  an  expert  whose  intimate  knowledge  of  threshing  machines 
entitles  him  to  high  standing  in  a  line  to  which  he  is  devoting  years  of  close 
application.  He  was  born  in  Richland  county,  Wisconsin,  July  3,  1875,  a  son 
of  Allen  and  Louisa  (Schurman)  Brewer.  His  father  is  a  prominent  farmer 
and  stock-raiser  of  that  county.  George  Gardner  Brewer,  the  grandfather  on 
the  paternal  side,  located  in  Richland  county,  Wisconsin,  in  1839,  being  the 
third  settler  in  that  county.  He  came  from  Vermont  and  drove  a  yoke  of 
oxen  by  easy  stages,  consuming  two  years  in  making  the  trip  to  the  place  of 
his  destination.  At  the  time  he  arrived  in  the  county  the  nearest  railroad 
station  was  at  Milwaukee  and  even  the  most  vivid  imagination  could  scarcely 
have  pictured  the  marvelous  changes  that  have  since  taken  place  in  the  state. 
The  grandfather  on  the  maternal  side,  Fred  Schurman,  was  a  native  of  Dies- 
burgh,  Germany,  who  came  to  America  and  settled  at  Milwaukee. 

O.  F.  Brewer  received  his  early  education  in  the  district  schools  of  his  native 
countv  and  even  as  a  boy  showed  a  talent  for  manipulating  machinery,  which 
plainly  indicated  his  future  career.  At  the  age  of  fourteen  years  he  and  his 
brother  began  accumulating  money  by  working  for  neighboring  farmers  until 
they  had  capital  enough  to  purchase  a  second-hand  threshing  outfit  which  they 
utilized  vigorously  on  the  farms  around  Richland  Center.  Selling  out  his 
interest,  Mr.  Brewer  entered  the  employ  of  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St. 
Paul  railroad  Company,  becoming  an  engineer  and  continuing  in  this  capacity 
for  two  years.  In  1901,  being  then  twenty-six  years  of  age,  he  became  con¬ 
nected  with  the  Advance  Thresher  Company,  with  headquarters  at  Madison. 
Wisconsin,  as  an  expert  in  the  machine  department,  and  on  February  15, 
1902,  was  made  representative  of  the  company  for  southwestern  Wisconsin. 
He  gave  such  satisfaction  to  his  employers  that  when  a  position  of  larger  re¬ 
sponsibility  presented  itself  in  the  west  he  was  sent  to  Des  Moines,  and  since 
January  11,  1910,  has  been  manager  of  the  branch  office  in  this  city.  He  has 
shown  special  adaptability  to  the  work  in  which  he  is  engaged  and  is  known  as 

Vol.  11—12 


234 


CITY  OF  DES  MOINES  AND  POLK  COUNTY 


a  machinist  of  rare  talents,  who  is  generally  able  to  solve  any  problem  in  his 
specialty  that  makes  its  appearance.  He  is  also  a  good  salesman  and  a  man 
of  many  fine  social  characteristics. 

On  the  23d  day  of  December,  1896,  Mr.  Brewer  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Miss  Sophia  Melissa  Hare,  a  daughter  of  Michael  Hare,  who  for  many 
years  was  engaged  in  farming  at  Beaver  Falls,  Pennsylvania,  and  since  1893 
has  been  living  retired  at  Richland  Center,  Wisconsin.  Two  children  have  been 
born  of  this  union:  Vera,  who  was  born  April  9,  1898,  and  now  a  student  at 
the  Greenwood  school;  and  Freda,  born  January  30,  1900,  and  also  attending 
school. 

Mr.  Brewer  gives  his  support  to  the  republican  party  and  in  religious  be¬ 
lief  is  identified  with  the  Methodist  church.  Fraternally  he  is  connected  with 
the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America  and  the  United  Commercial  Travelers.  On 
account  of  his  genial  qualities  he  attracts  friends  wherever  he  is  known  and 
as  a  business  man  he  ranks  among  the  best  in  the  community.  He  is  an  ad¬ 
vocate  of  baseball,  football,  hunting,  fishing  and  outdoor  life,  but  his  greatest 
happiness  is  found  at  his  own  fireside,  in  the  midst  of  his  family.  He  is  in¬ 
deed  a  patriotic,  progressive  and  energetic  citizen  whose  aim  it  is  to  advance 
the  permanent  welfare  of  all  with  whom  he  is  associated. 


JUDGE  JAMES  PETER  HEWITT. 

Judge  James  Peter  Hewitt,  appointed  fifth  judge  of  the  Polk  county  district 
on  the  28th  of  March,  1911,  was  born  January  2,  1864,  in  Jefferson,  Greene 
county,  Pennsylvania.  His  parents  were  William  G.  and  Amanda  (Taylor) 
Hewitt.  The  father  was  reared  on  a  farm,  but  later  became  a  carpenter  and 
builder  and  followed  that  pursuit  in  the  Keystone  state  until  the  early  boyhood 
of  his  son  James,  when  he  left  Pennsylvania  and  went  with  his  family  to  Wis¬ 
consin,  where  they  resided  for  two  or  three  years  and  then  removed  to  War¬ 
ren  county,  Iowa,  the  father  continuing  his  active  connection  wfith  building  oper¬ 
ations  in  that  district.  The  family  numbered  three  children,  as  follows:  James 
P.,  of  this  review;  Louie  Elizabeth,  who  died  at  the  age  of  seven  years;  and 
Mrs.  J.  F.  Cromley,  who  is  now  a  resident  of  Lamar,  Missouri. 

James  P.  Hewitt,  accompanying  his  parents  on  their  various  removals,  pur¬ 
sued  his  early  education  in  the  public  schools  of  Indianola,  Warren  county,  and 
afterward  attended  Simpson  College  of  that  place,  where  he  mastered  the 
work  of  a  more  specifically  literary  course.  He  then  entered  Drake  University 
of  Des  Moines  for  the  study  of  law  and  was  graduated  on  the  13th  of  June,  1895. 
with  the  LL.  B.  degree.  In  1890  his  parents  had  removed  to  the  capital  city  and 
before  taking  up  his  law  course  James  P.  Hewitt  had  been  employed  here  as 
bookkeeper  for  Charles  Hewitt,  a  wholesale  grocer,  and  later  had  served  in  a 
similar  capacity  with  the  State  Insurance  Company  of  Des  Moines.  About  the 
time  he  entered  Drake  University  he  began  reading  law  with  the  firm  of  Cum¬ 
mins  &  Wright,  with  whom  he  also  studied  while  pursuing  his  university  course. 
Admitted  to  practice  in  1895,  upon  examination  before  the  supreme  court  of 
Iowa,  he  began  practice  as  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Cummins,  Hewitt  &  Wright, 
which  connection  was  maintained  until  the  senior  partner  was  elected  governor 
of  Iowa.  A  change  in  the  personnel  of  the  firm  then  led  to  the  adoption  of  the 
style  of  Wright,  Hewitt  &  Wright  in  1901,  and  later  changes  in  partnership 
changed  the  firm  name  to  Carr,  Hewitt,  Parker  &  Wright.  This  was  continued 
for  five  years,  or  until  1908,  when  Judge  Carr  retired  and  the  firm  name  of 
Parker,  Hewitt  &  Wright  was  resumed.  In  190Q  this  became  Hewitt  &  Wright 
and  in  1910  the  firm  of  Hewitt,  Miller  &  Wallingford  was  formed.  Mr. 
Hewitt’s  legal  learning,  his  analytical  mind,  the  readiness  with  which  he  grasped 
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the  points  in  an  argument,  all  combined  to  make  him  one  of  the  strongest  law- 
years  at  the  Des  Moines  bar.  He  is  devotedly  attached  to  his  profession  and 
few  lawyers  have  made  a  more  lasting  impression  upon  the  bar  of  the  capital 
city,  both  for  legal  ability  of  a  high  order  and  for  the  individuality  of  a  personal 
character  which  impresses  itself  upon  a  community.  While  he  continued  in  the 
general  practice  of  law  he  specialized  to  a  large  extent  in  corporation  law  and 
was  retained  as  counsel  by  many  important  business  interests  of  this  city.  He 
is  a  director  of  the  National  Life  Insurance  Association  of  Des  Moines. 

On  the  28th  of  November,  1901,  in  Allerton,  Iowa,  Mr.  Hewitt  was  married 
to  Miss  Ida  Nan  Shields,  a  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Emma  M.  Shields,  the 
former  an  Iowa  farmer  now  living  retired.  Mrs.  Hewitt  was  one  of  a  family 
of  twelve  children  and  by  her  marriage  has  become  the  mother  of  four  chil¬ 
dren:  Ruth  Georgene,  Elizabeth  Nan,  James  Randolph  and  Edwin 'Shields. 

Thq  parents  are  members  of  the  Presbyterian  church  and  Mr.  Hewitt  be¬ 
longs  to  the  Masonic  fraternity,  the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks 
and  the  Knights  of  Pythias  fraternity.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Grant  Club 
and  gives  his  political  allegiance  to  the  republican  party.  He  is  a  vigilant  and 
attentive  observer  of  men  and  measures  and  thus  casts  an  independent  ballot 
in  support  of  principles  or  candidates.  He  has  never  himself  sought  office, 
but  his  influence  has  always  been  on  the  side  of  good  government  and  progress 
in  political  affairs  as  well  as  in  private  life.  In  his  practice  when  he  appeared 
before  the  court  his  opinions  showed  a  thorough  mastery  of  the  questions  in¬ 
volved,  a  rare  simplicity  of  style  and  an  admirable  terseness  and  clearness  in  the 
statement  of  the  principles  and  points  of  law  upon  which  he  based  his  case. 
On  the  28th  of  March,  1911,  however,  Mr.  Hewitt  was  called  upon  to  put  aside 
the  duties  of  private  law  practice  in  order  to  take  his  seat  upon  the  beach,  hav¬ 
ing  been  appointed  by  Governor  Carroll  to  the  fifth  judgeship  of  Polk  countv. 
This  appointment  seemed  to  occasion  uniform  satisfaction,  for  on  all  hands  were 
heard  such  expressions  as  this:  “Mr.  Hewitt  is  a  man  of  rare  ability  and  is 
without  doubt  the  man  for  the  position.  He  is  quiet,  agreeable  and  efficient 
and  has  an  enviable  reputation  among  members  of  the  legal  profession  in  Polk 
county.”  The  following  paragraph  appeared  in  one  of  the  local  papers :  “There 
is  nothing  but  commendation  in  Des  Moines  of  the  governor’s  appointment  of  a 
fifth  judge.  Mr.  Hewitt  is  a  scholar  of  the  law,  a  successful  lawyer,  an  in¬ 
dependent  and  incorruptible  man.  He  has  both  the  temperament  and  the  talent 
to  be  one  of  the  best  trial  judges  in  the  state.  We  doubt  if  a  better  selection 
could  have  been  made.” 


WILLIAM  ANDREW  FULLER. 

William  Andrew  Fuller,  a  prosperous  and  progressive  agriculturist  of  Wal¬ 
nut  township,  owns  a  valuable  farm  of  one  hundred  and  forty-seven  acres  and 
also  operates  a  rented  tract  of  tw^o  hundred  and  forty  acres.  Idis  birth  occurred 
in  Warren  county,  Iowa,  on  the  7th  of  November,  1872,  his  parents  being 
Nelson  and  Lusina  (Bringham)  Fuller,  who  were  natives  of  Ohio  and  Iowa 
respectively.  The  father,  after  serving  for  three  years  as  a  soldier  in  the 
Union  army,  came  to  Iowa  in  1865  and  operated  a  rented  farm  of  two  hundred 
acres  near  Des  Moines  until  1880.  In  that  year  he  purchased  a  tract  of  forty- 
five  acres  in  Walnut  township,  cleared  and  improved  the  property  and  there 
carried  on  his  agricultural  interests  until  1893,  when  he  took  up  his  abode  in 
Elkhart,  Iowa.  At  the  end  of  a  year  he  removed  to  Altoona,  this  state,  and  in 
1895  purchased  and  located  upon  an  improved  farm  of  eighty  acres,  in  the 
operation  of  which  he  has  been  busily  engaged  to  the  present  time.  He  is  now 
sixty-four  years  of  age  and  is  widely  recognized  as  one  of  the  respected  citizens 
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and  substantial  agriculturists  of  the  community.  His  wife  was  called  to  her 
final  rest  on  the  2d  of  April,  1910. 

William  Andrew  Fuller  was  reared  and  educated  in  Polk  county,  attending 
the  country  schools  and  also  the  public  schools  of  Clarkson,  Iowa.  He  remained 
under  the  parental  roof  until  he  was  eighteen  years  of  age  and  then  went  to 
work  as  a  farm  hand  for  L.  P.  Bennett,  continuing  in  that  gentleman’s  employ 
for  about  four  years.  On  the  expiration  of  that  period  he  was  married  and 
began  the  operation  of  his  wife’s  farm  of  eighty-seven  acres  in  Walnut  town¬ 
ship,  the  further  cultivation  and  improvement  of  which  has  claimed  his  atten¬ 
tion  continuously  since.  In  1895  he  extended  the  boundaries  of  the  place  by  an 
additional  purchase  of  sixty  acres,  so  that  it  now  embraces  one  hundred  and 
forty-seven  acres  of  rich  and  productive  land.  In  addition  to  this  property  he 
also  operates  a  rented  tract  of  two  hundred  and  forty  acres.  He  has  made 
many  substantial  improvements  on  his  place  and  has  recently  completed  a  fine 
large  barn.  His  fields  annually  return  golden  harvests  as  a  reward  for  the 
care  and  labor  he  bestows  upon  them,  while  the  neat  and  thrifty  appearance 
of  his  farm  gives  evidence  of  his  practical  methods  and  careful  supervision. 

On  the  13th  of  February,  1894,  Mr.  Fuller  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Musetta  A.  Bennett,  a  daughter  of  Pressly  T.  and  Susan  C.  (Rollins)  Bennett, 
who  were  natives  of  Kentucky  and  Maine  respectively.  The  father  came  to 
Iowa  in  1848  and  throughout  the  remainder  of  his  life  was  successfully  iden¬ 
tified  with  general  agricultural  pursuits  here,  accumulating  five  hundred  acres 
of  valuable  land.  His  success  was  all  the  more  creditable  by  leason  of  the 
fact  that  it  was  attributable  entirely  to  his  own  efforts  for  he  started  out  in 
life  empty  handed  and  unaided.  His  demise  occurred  on  his  farm  near  Valley 
Junction,  on  the  9th  of  June,  1885,  when  he  had  attained  the  age  of  fifty-eight 
years,  while  his  wife  was  called  to  her  final  rest  on  the  21st  of  May,  1908,  being 
at  that  time  sixty-three  years  of  age.  Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fuller  have  been 
born  four  children,  as  follows:  Harold  L.,  who  was  born  November  11,  1895; 
Oliver  P.,  born  March  26,  1897;  Lillian  C.,  born  February  1,  1903;  and  Mabel 
M.,  who  died  on  the  9th  of  September,  1901. 

Mr.  Fuller  is  a  republican  in  politics  and  is  now  serving  as  a  school  director 
of  Walnut  township.  He  was  formerly  connected  with  the  order  of  Eagles. 
His  religious  faith  is  indicated  by  his  membership  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church,  to  which  his  wife  and  children  also  belong.  His  entire  life  has  been 
spent  in  this  part  of  the  state  and  he  is  widely  known  as  an  esteemed  and  rep¬ 
resentative  citizen. 


JAMES  GUEST  BERRYHILL. 

James  Guest  Berryhill,  the  father  of  the  “Des  Moines  Plan,”  whose  record 
as  a  member  of  the  general  assembly  marked  him  as  one  of  the  public-spirited 
citizens  of  Iowa,  actively  and  helpfully  interested  in  movements  relative  to 
the  general  good,  is,  moreover,  well  known  in  Des  Moines  as  an  active,  enterpris¬ 
ing  business  man  of  many  interests,  including  banking,  real  estate  and  farming. 
His  varied  activities  have  brought  him  into  close  touch  with  the  people,  their 
desires  and  their  needs,  and  thus  it  was  that  he  was  able  to  intelligently  discuss 
many  legislative  questions  having  direct  bearing  upon  the  welfare  of  the  com¬ 
monwealth.  He  was  born  in  Iowa  City,  November  5,  1852. 

His  father,  Charles  H.  Berryhill,  one  of  the  pioneers  of  this  state,  was  born 
in  Harrisburg,  Pennsylvania,  in  1818,  and  was  of  English  descent,  represent¬ 
ing  a  family  that  was  founded  in  the  Keystone  state  in  colonial  days.  In  the  year 
1838,  the  father  journeyed  westward,  settling  in  Iowa  when  it  was  still  under 
territorial  rule.  He  engaged  in  merchandising  and  in  the  real-estate  business 
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in  Iowa  City,  and  became  a  prominent  factor  in  the  history  of  the  territory. 
His  well  directed  efforts  in  business  and  his  unfaltering  energy  enabled  him  to 
accumulate  what  was  considered  a  large  fortune  in  those  days,  and  his  ability 
well  fitted  him  for  the  position  of  leadership  which  he  so  long  occupied  in  com¬ 
munity  affairs. 

James  Guest  Berryhill  was  educated  in  the  schools  of  Iowa  City  and  in  the 
University  of  Iowa,  from  which  he  was  graduated  with  honors  in  the  class  of 
1873.  He  determined  to  make  the  practice  of  law  his  life  work,  and  to  that 
end  pursued  a  course  in  the  law  department  of  the  State  University  until  his 
graduation  in  1876.  The  following  year  he  began  practice  in  Des  Moines,  and 
shortly  afterward  formed  a  partnership  with  George  F.  Henry  under  the'  firm 
style  of  Berryhill  &  Henry.  This  became  one  of  the  leading  firms  in  the  state, 
being  connected  with  much  important  litigation.  From  time  to  time' Mr.  Berry¬ 
hill  extended  his  effoits  into  other  fields,  becoming  in  the  course  of  years  an 
active,  enterprising  and  progressive  factor  in  business  circles.  Aside  from  his 
profession  he  has  many  interests  in  banking,  real  estate  and  farming,  and  these 
and  other  financial  inv  estments  occupy  his  time  and  attention.  His  judgment  is 
sound,  his  discrimination  keen  and  his  industry  unfaltering.  What  he  plans  he 
executes;  what  he  purposes  to  do  he  accomplishes;  and  the  methods  which  he 
employs  are  in  harmony  with  the  spirit  of  modern  progress  and  a  high  standard 
of  commercial  ethics. 

Mr.  Berryhill  is  an  ardent  republican  and  has  long  taken  an  active  and  help¬ 
ful  interest  in  the  work  of  the  party,  which,  recognizing  his  ability,  has  called 
him  to  positions  of  leadership.  He  was  elected  to  the  general  assembly  from 
Polk  county  in  1885  and  his  record  as  a  member  of  the  state  legislature  is  one 
which  conferred  honor  and  credit  upon  the  district  which  honored  him.  He 
was  made  chairman  of  the  committee  on  appropriations  and  in  this  connection, 
because  of  his  business  ability  and  his  public  spirit,  he  saved  the  state  some  hun- 
dreds  of  thousands  of  dollars.  He  also  paid  off  a  floating  debt  of  over  one 
million  dollars  and  put  the  state  on  a  sound  financial  basis,  which  was  the 
result  of  constant  effort  on  the  part  of  Air.  Berryhill.  He  has  always  been  the 
champion  of  the  whole  people  and  their  rights  rather  than  of  the  few,  and  has 
ever  occupied  a  firm  stand  against  extravagance,  graft  and  misuse  of  public 
funds.  That  his  legislative  record  received  public  indorsement  is  indicated  by  the 
fact  that  he  was  reelected  at  the  close  of.  his  first  term,  and  in  the  ensuing  ses¬ 
sions  of  the  legislature  he  did  much  to  regulate  railway  affairs  and  to  secure  the 
adoption  of  satisfactory  railway  laws  for  the  state.  In  the  twenty-first  general 
assembly  Mr.  Berryhill  was  the  prime  mover  in  the  work  which  gave  the  state 
its  lailroad  legislation  and  the  practical  solution  of  problems  of  administration 
resultant  thereunder.  This  was  a  most  important  work  and,  undertaken  at  any 
other  time  and  by  any  one  else,  would  have  met  with  defeat.  Mr.  Berryhill  was- 
the  lawyer  who  made  careful  examination  of  the  constitutional  points  involved 
m  the  proposed  legislation.  Familiar  with  the  decisions  of  the  state  and  federal 
courts  in  relation  to  fixing  rates,  he  so  framed  the  bill  that  unquestioned  prin¬ 
ciples  of  constitutional  law  were  back  of  every  part  of  the  statute.  The  railroads- 
were  so  firmly  convinced  of  the  constitutionality  of  the  legislation  that  they  never- 
permitted  the  controversy  to  go  to  the  supreme  court  of  the  United  States. 

James  G.  Berryhih  was  the  acknowledged  organizer  and  leader  in  the  house 
of  representatives  during  the  twenty-first  and  twenty-second  general  assemblies, 
from  1886  until  1888.  “The  twenty-second  general  assembly  will  be  long  re¬ 
membered  for  the  inestimable  service  rendered  to  the  people  in  the  framing 
and  enactment  of  laws  controlling  railroads  which  have  proved  to  be  wise  iust 
and  beneficial.”  "  ’  J 

In  1896  Mr.  Berryhill  was  a  candidate  for  congress  and  made  a  strong,  clean 
fight  for  the  office,  but  was  defeated.  In  the  fall  of  1905  he  visited  the  city 
of  Galveston,  Texas,  for  information  regarding  the  commission  plan  of  gov- 
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ernment  in  operation  at  that  place.  Upon  his  return  a  meeting  was  called 
November  17,  1905,  by  the  leading  citizens  of  Des  Moines  to  listen  to  a  lengthy 
address  of  explanation  of  this  pian  of  city  government  by  Mr.  Berryhill.  He 
was  made  chairman  of  the  legislative  commission  to  prepare  a  bill  for  the 
general  assembly  so  that  the  cities  of  Iowa  could  adopt  the  commission  form 
of  government.  The  measure  failed  of  passage  in  the  assembly  of  1906.  In 
January,  1907,  another  public  meeting  was  held  in  the  Shrine  Temple  and  was 
addressed  by  Mr.  Berryhill.  A  committee  of  three  hundred  citizens  was  ap¬ 
pointed  to  support  the  movement.  A  legislative  committee  was  appointed  with 
Mr.  Berryhill  as  chairman  and  this  committee  prepared  the  present  famous  “Des 
Moines  Plan,”  based  on  the  original  draft  submitted  to  the  assembly  in  1906. 
The  bill  was  enacted  and  made  a  law  March  29,  1907,  and  is  known  as  Chapter 
48 — Acts  of  the  Thirty-eighth  General  Assembly  of  Iowa.  The  act  has  been 
sustained  and  is  known  all  over  the  United  States  and  Canada  as  the  Des 
Moines  plan  of  municipal  government.  It  has  been  successfully  adopted  by 
over  one  hundred  cities  in  the  United  States.  Mr.  Berryhill  has  been  called  upon 
to  address  the  citizens  in  over  one  hundred  cities  regarding  this  plan  and  has  been 
rightfully  termed  “the  father  of  the  Des  Moines  plan.” 

In  1881  Mr.  Berryhill  was  married  to  miss  Virginia  J.  Slagle,  daughter  of 
Christian  W.  Slagle  of  Fairfield,  Iowa,  a  pioneer  settler,  lawyer  and  legislator, 
well  known  in  connection  with  the  history  of  the  state.  He  was  graduated  from 
Washington  College  of  Pennsylvania  and  was  closely  associated  with  educational 
interests  in  Iowa,  acting  for  many  years  as  a  regent  of  the  state  university  and 
as  its  president  in  1877-8.  Mrs.  Berryhill  graduated  from  the  department  of 
liberal  arts  of  the  State  University  in  1877,  and  in  Des  Moines  is  a  leader  in 
many  good  works  wherein  the  interests  of  humanity  are  promoted.  Both  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Berryhill  cast  their  influence  on  the  side  of  intellectual  and  moral 
progress,  of  social  and  political  integrity  and  of  reform  and  improvement.  In  his 
legislative  career  as  well  as  in  professional  and  business  circles  Mr.  Berryhill 
has  left  an  impress  for  good  upon  the  history  of  Iowa. 


CHARLES  S.  VORSE. 

* 

Although  called  from  earthly  scenes  at  thirty-six  years  of  age  Charles  S. 
Vorse,  on  account  of  his  many  noble  qualities,  will  long  be  remembered  by 
those  who  knew  him.  A  man  of  scholarly  attainments,  he  possessed  the  ability 
to  gain  an  honorable  place  in  any  calling  had  he  enjoyed  the  necessary  health 
and  strength.  His  constitution,  unfortunately,  was  impaired  by  over  applica¬ 
tion  to  study  in  his  youth  and  early  manhood.  Therefore  he  was  obliged  to 
forego  the  satisfaction  of  a  professional  career  for  which  he  had  thoroughly 
prepared. 

He  was  born  at  Sidney,  Fremont  county,  Iowa,  September  24,  1854,  a  son 
of  Norman  T.  and  Elizabeth  M.  (Searle)  Vorse.  Mr.  Vorse,  Sr.,  was  born 
in  Harrison  county,  Ohio,  December  13,  1821,  his  father,  the  grandfather  of 
our  subject,  having  emigrated  to  the  Buckeye  state  from  New  York  shortly  after 
the  war  of  1812. 

Norman  T.  Vorse  received  his  education  in  the  early  schools  of  his  native 
county  and  in  1849,  came  to  Des  Moines,  where  he  spent  four  years  and  be¬ 
came  prominently  identified  with  the  business  interests  of  Polk  county.  Re¬ 
turning  to  Ohio,  he  took  unto  himself  a  wife,  and  after  resuming  his  residence 
in  Des  Moines  he  associated  with  his  brother,  Addison  S.  Vorse,  in  the  manu¬ 
facture  and  sale  of  agricultural  implements.  Subsequently  the  brother  retired 
and  Mr.  Vorse  continued  the  business  alone  until  his  death,  which  occurred 
May  18,  1877.  In  earlier  years  he  became  a  large  holder  of  land,  two  hundred 
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acres  of  which  is  now  known  as  the  Easton  place.  It  was  entered  by  Mr.  Vorse 
soon  after  his  arrival  in  the  state  and  was  platted  and  divided  into  city  lots 
by  his  sons,  Charles  S.  and  Frank  W.  Vorse,  the  latter  of  whom  is  now  living 
in  Des  Moines.  Easton  place  is  now  one  of  the  valuable  residence  portions  of 
the  city. 

Charles  S.  Vorse  grew  up  under  the  most  favorable  conditions,  being  given 
every  opportunity  of  education  that  could  be  desired.  On  account  of  impaired 
health  he  went  to  Europe,  traveling  extensively  through  various  countries,  and 
also  living  for  a  number  of  months  at  Berlin,  where  he  resumed  his  studies. 
Soon  after  returning  home  he  matriculated  in  the  law  department  of  the  State 
University  of  Iowa,  graduating  in  1876  with  the  degree  of  LL.  B.  After  leav¬ 
ing  the  university  he  assisted  his  father  in  his  extensive  business  and  never 
undertook  the  active  practice  of  law,  his  attention  being  taken  up.  with  his 
extensive  real-estate  interests.  On  December  26,  1899,  he  left  for  the  Pacific 
coast,  accompanied  by  his  mother,  and  while  at  Santa  Cruz,  California,  was 
seized  with  a  fatal  illness,  passing  away  February  2,  1890. 

He  was  a  member  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  of  a  genial,  social  nature, 
readily  winning  friends  and  always  retaining  them.  In  his  business  life  he  was 
uniformly  courteous  and  obliging,  never  seeking  to  advance  his  own  fortune 
to  the  injury  of  others.  A  patriotic,  intelligent  and  progressive  citizen,  he 
evinced  a  lively  interest  in  the  welfare  of  the  city  and  contributed  to  the  extent 
of  his  ability  to  its  permanent  advancement. 

On  August  27,  1878,  Mr.  Vorse  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Augusta 
Terrell  of  Kentucky,  and  five  children  were  born  to  them:  Norman  T. ;  Flor¬ 
ence;  Charles  Searle,  deceased;  Carl  C. ;  and  Mabel.  Mrs.  Vorse  still  makes 
her  home  in  Des  Moines,  where  she  is  widely  known  and  has  many  warm 
personal  friends. 


JOSEPH  H.  BYRNES. 

Throughout  much  of  his  life  Joseph  H.  Byrnes  has  occupied  public  office, 
tlie  duties  of  which  he  has  discharged  with  such  promptness  and  fidelity  that 
his  record  will  bear  the  closest  investigation  and  scrutiny  and  has  won  for  him 
warm  commendation  and  high  respect.  He  was  born  April  8,  1868,  in  Free¬ 
port,  Illinois,  a  son  of  Patrick  and  Sarah  E.  (McCrossin)  Byrnes.  The  father, 
who  was  born  in  Cork,  Ireland,  March  17,  1819,  died  October  15,  1903,  and 
the  mother,  whose  birth  occurred  in  Racine,  Wisconsin,  March  17,  1838,  passed 
away  on  the  15th  of  September,  1900.  The  removal  of  the  family  from  Illinois 
to  Waverly,  Iowa,  led  to  Joseph  H.  Byrnes  becoming  a  pupil  in  the  public  schools 
of  that  place,  and  after  putting  aside  his  text-books  he  was  appointed  to  the 
position  of  assistant  postmaster  of  Waverly,  serving  as  such  for  three  years.  At 
the  expiration  of  that  period  he  went  to  Cedar  Falls,  Iowa,  where  he  occupied 
the  position  of  assistant  postmaster  for  twelve  years,  his  capability  and  fidelity 
being  plainly  indicated  by  the  length  of  his  service.  He  afterward  took  up 
his  residence  in  Waterloo,  Iowa,  as  head  bookkeeper  and  cashier  for  the  whole¬ 
sale  grocery  firm  of  the  Smith,  Lichty,  Hillman  Company,  with  whom  he  con¬ 
tinued  until  the  1st  day  of  January,  1903,  when  recognition  of  his  ability  for 
official  service  came  to  him  in  his  appointment  by  B.  F.  Carroll,  auditor  of 
the  state,  to  a  position  in  the  Iowa  insurance  department.  He  served  in  that 
capacity  for  six  years  and  in  1909  was  appointed  by  John  L.  Bleakly,  auditor 
of  state,  to  the  position  of  deputy,  in  which  capacity  he  is  now  serving.  He 
has  ever  taken  an  earnest  part  in  the  welfare  of  the  republican  party,  doing 
all  in  his  power  to  further  its  interests,  promote  its  growth  and  insure  its  sue- 
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cess.  He  is  prominently  known  among  the  leaders  of  the  party  and  his  opinions 
have  always  carried  weight  in  its  councils. 

On  the  14th  of  September,  1894,  in  Floris,  Iowa,  Mr.  Byrnes  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Miss  Minnie  L.  Davies,  a  daughter  of  Patrick  and  W.  L.  Davies. 
Her  parents  devoted  thirty-two  years  of  their  lives  to  the  management  of  a 
general  store  in  Floris,  but  in  the  year  1902  disposed  of  their  interests  and  re¬ 
tired  from  business  life,  removing  to  Monrovia,  California,  where  they  are  now 
residing  in  the  enjoyment  of  well  earned  rest  in  the  midst  of  that  semi-tropical 
country.  Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Byrnes  have  been  born  two  sons :  Leo  Patrick, 
who  was  born  in  Cedar  Falls,  Iowa,  December  24,  1895,  and  died  at  Monrovia, 
California,  April  11,  1904,  his  remains  being  there  interred;  and  Robert  Ed¬ 
ward,  who  was  born  in  Waterloo,  Iowa,  August  19,  1900,  and  is  a  student  in 
the  Lucas  School  in  Des  Moines. 

The  parents  are  communicants  of  the  Roman  Catholic  church  and  Mr.  Byrnes 
is  connected  with  a  number  of  fraternal  and  social  organizations,  holding  mem¬ 
bership  with  the  Knights  of  Columbus,  the  Catholic  Order  of  Foresters,  the 
Modern  Woodmen  of  America,  the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks, 
the  Iowa  State  Traveling  Men’s  Association  and  the  Waterloo  Traveling  Men’s 
Association.  His  social  qualities  render  him  popular  and  he  has  won  many 
friends  in  the  various  localities  in  which  he  has  lived.  His  worth  and  fidelity 
in  office  have  long  since  been  demonstrated  and  he  has  well  merited  the  posi¬ 
tions  of  distinction  which  have  come  to  him  in  public  service. 


JOHN  A.  BENSON. 

Sweden  has  contributed  to  America  many  of  her  most  promising  sons,  who 
have  established  homes  under  the  stars  and  stripes  and  contributed  nobly  toward 
the  upbuilding  of  the  nation.  Among  this  number  may  be  named  John  A.  Ben¬ 
son,  a  prominent  contractor  and  builder  of  Des  Moines,  being  the  president  of 
the  firm  of  Benson  &  Marxer,  general  contractors.  He  was  born  in  the  province 
of  Halland,  Sweden,  May  21,  1857,  and  is  the  son  of  Bengt  Martenson  and 
Louise  Anderson.  The  father  was  a  farmer  in  his  native  country  and  con¬ 
tinued  in  the  same  pursuit  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1857.  The  mother 
died  in  1868. 

John  A.  Benson  received  his  preliminary  education  in  the  public  schools 
of  Sweden,  his  educational  advantages  being  limited.  However,  he  was  born 
with  an  inquiring  disposition,  and  by  close  observation  and'  reading  he  became 
well  informed  even  as  a  young  man  and  today  is  recognized  as  thoroughly  posted 
along  all  lines  of  general  information.  He  came  to  Des  Moines  in  1882  and  has 
been  identified  with  building  interests  continuously  since.  After  learning  the 
brick  mason’s  trade  he  embarked  in  business  as  a  contractor  on  his  own  ac¬ 
count  and  in  1892  formed  a  partnership  with  Edward  Marxer  under  the  firm 
style  of  Benson  &  Marxer.  The  concern  was  later  changed  to  a  corporation, 
Mr.  Benson  becoming  president.  They  have  built  many  of  the  most  substan¬ 
tial  structures  of  the  city,  as  well  as  a  number  of  buildings  for  the  state  insti¬ 
tutions,  and  have  but  recently  completed  the  East  Side  high  school,  the  largest 
and  finest  of  its  kind  in  America,  erected  at  a  cost  of  four  hundred  thousand 
dollars.  Mr.  Benson  has  prospered  financially  and  is  the  owner  of  a  numbefr  of 
valuable  properties  in  Des  Moines.  He  has  given  liberally  of  his  time  and  means 
to  various  charitable  and  philanthropic  causes,  being  a  member  of  the  executive 
board  of  Augustana  College  at  Rock  Island,  Illinois,  and  vice  president  and  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  board  of  the  Iowa  Lutheran  Hospital  of  Des  Moines.  The  latter 
institution  numbers  him  among  its  substantial  supporters. 


JOHN  A.  BENSON 
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On  the  24th  of  September,  1891,  Mr.  Benson  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Miss  Mary  Lawson,  and  six  children  have  come  to  brighten  their  home,  namely : 
Signi  B.,  Arthur  W.,  Ethel  F.,  Roy  A.,  John  C.  and  Irene  M. 

Mr.  Benson  served  for  two  years  in  the  army  in  Sweden  but  has  never  been 
connected  with  military  affairs  in  this  country.  Politically,  he  is  a  supporter  of 
the  republican  party,  and  fraternally  he  is  identified  with  the  Masonic  order, 
Knights  of  Pythias,  Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen  and  the  Elks.  He  is 
a  member  of  the  board  of  trustees  of  the  Swedish  Evangelical  Lutheran  church 
and  has  served  in  that  capacity  for  twenty  years.  He  is  fond  of  outdoor  amuse¬ 
ments,  such  as  baseball,  football  and  athletic  sports,  and  is  also  a  lover  of  fine 
horses.  When  time  permits  he  indulges  in  hunting  and  fishing,  and  he  is  never 
happier  than  when  out  of  doors  in  close  touch  with  nature.  He  devotes  his 
evenings  to  his  home  in  the  enjoyment  of  a  happy  family  circle.  His  success 
in  his  business  has  been  won  by  patient  industry  and  an  unfaltering  ambition  to 
attain  an  honorable  place  in  the  community.  The  beautiful  buildings  he  has 
erected  are  monuments  to  his  energy  and  ability,  many  of  which  will  stand  long 
after  he  has  been  called  from  earthly  scenes.  Straightforward  in  all  his  deal¬ 
ings,  generous  to  those  less  fortunate  than  himself,  broad  minded  and  public- 
spirited,  and  unusually  happy  in  his  domestic  relations,  he  is  to  be  congratulated 
upon  having  selected  Iowa  as  the  state  of  his  adoption.  His  residence  is  at  No. 
1332  East  Ninth  street. 


THOMAS  F.  WILLIAMS,  M.  D. 

Dr.  Thomas  F.  Williams,  now  deceased,  who  was  accorded  a  high  position 
in  professional  circles  in  Des  Moines,  was  born  at  Poseyville,  Posey  county, 
Indiana,  May  3,  1863.  He  received  his  early  education  in  the  public  schools  of 
his  native  town,  later  continuing  his  studies  at  Valparaiso,  Indiana.  Having 
decided  upon  a  medical  career  he  became  a  student  of  Eclectic  Medical  College 
at  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  from  which  he  was  graduated  with  the  degree  of  M.  D. 
in  1886.  In  his  studies  he  had  shown  a  power  of  application  and  a  keenness 
of  discernment  which  gave  favorable  promise  for  his  future,  and  at  the  medical 
college  he  took  high  rank  on  account  of  his  conscientious  discharge  of  all  duties 
pertaining  to  the  work  in  which  his  interest  was  profoundly  engaged.  L>pcn 
leaving  college  he  began  practice  at  Poseyville  with  his  former  preceptor,  and 
later  located  at  St.  Wendells,  Posey  county,  Indiana,  where  he  met  with  a 
kindly  reception  and  attained  a  goodly  measure  of  success. 

In  1888  he  moved  to  Poplar  Gtrove  and  practiced  there  and  in  the  neighbor¬ 
ing  communities  until  1893,  when  he  came  to  Des  Moines.  He  was  a  special¬ 
ist  in  the  treatment  of  the  nose  and  throat  and  all  chronic  catarrhal  diseases 
and  also  of  cancers.  He  was  a  close  student  and  kept  thoroughly  informed  as 
to  the  discoveries  and  advancements  in  his  profession,  thus  being  prepared  to 
meet  the  trying  requirements  of  a  growing  practice,  in  the  course  of  which 
his  name  became  widely  known  throughout  the  state.  He  enjoyed  well  merited 
success.  Genial,  kind  and  sympathetic  in  nature,  .he  never  allowed  his  sym¬ 
pathies  to  interfere  with  his  judgment.  In  his  specialty  he  was  regarded  by  his 
brother  practitioners  as  an  authority  and  was  frequently  called  in  consultation 
in  cases  that  required  the  clearest  judgment  of  the  best  informed  minds.  . 

In  1888  Dr.  Williams  was  united  in  marriage  in  Lake  county,  Illinois,  to 
Miss  Helen  F.  Huson  and  one  child,  Lloyd,,  was  born  of  this  union.  In  addi¬ 
tion  to  his  professional  affiliations  Dr.  Williams  was  a  valued  member  of  the 
Knights  of  Pythias  and  also  of  the  Grant  Club  of  Des  Moines.  He  was  a  sin¬ 
cere  believer  in  the  Bible  and  an  upholder  of  the  Chiistian  leligion,  being  a 
member  of  the  Central  Christian  church  and  an  active  workei  in  the  Sunday 
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school  of  that  denomination.  On  account  of  his  high  character  and  the  spirit 
of  helpfulness  by  which  he  was  constantly  actuated,  he  gained  many  friends. 
His  death,  which  occurred  April  25,  1910,  was  regarded  as  a  loss  by  the  entire 
community,  as  he  was  one  of  the  best  known  and  most  thoroughly  respected  men 
in  the  city. 


JOSEPH  G.  BLACK. 

The  business  interests  of  Des  Moines  can  justly  claim  many  competent  and 
progressive  men,  but  it  is  doubtful  whether  the  list  includes  any  name  more 
worthy  of  a  place  in  a  record  of  the  city  than  that  of  Joseph  G.  Black.  Although  a 
young  man,  he  has  demonstrated  his  ability  in  several  lines  and  for  some  years 
past  has  been  a  prominent  factor  in  the  ice  business  of  the  city.  He  was  born 
in  Marion  county,  Iowa,  January  26,  1874,  a  son  of  William  A.  and  Elizabeth  I. 
(Stentz)  Black,  the  latter  of  whom  was  born  in  Morgantown,  Pennsylvania,  in 
1831.  Mr.  Black,  Sr.,  was  a  native  of  the  Buckeye  state,  having  been  born  in 
Ashland  county,  Ohio,  January  13,  1834.  He  engaged  successfully  in  the  mer¬ 
chandising  business  for  a  number  of  years,  spending  the  latter  part  of  his  life 
at  Knoxville.  He  died  September  18,  1886,  being  then  fifty-one  years  of  age. 
Five  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Black,  the  subject  of  this  review  being 
the  youngest  of  the  group.  The  other  members  of  the  family  were:  James  A., 
now  living  in  Des  Moines;  John  P.,  a  merchant  of  Grimes,  Iowa;  Robert  T., 
who  is  engaged  in  the  mercantile  and  land  business  at  Weiser,  Idaho ;  and  Mary 
C.,  now  the  wife  of  Prosper  H.  Smith,  of  Spirit  Lake,  Iowa. 

Joseph  G.  Black  received  his  early  education  in  the  common  schools  of  Knox¬ 
ville  and  later  attended  Knoxville  Academy.  He  continued  upon  the  home  farm 
until  eighteen  years  of  age  and  then,  having  determined  to  adopt  a  business 
career,  came  to  Des  Moines  and  for  two  years  was  a  student  in  the  Capital  City 
Commercial  College.  At  the  age  of  twenty  years  he  became  a  bookkeeper  for 
the  W.  A.  Edwards  Installment  House  of  this  city,  continuing  there  for  one  year, 
when  he  entered  the  insurance  business  and  to  which  he  gave  his  undivided  at¬ 
tention  for  five  years.  He  next  devoted  his  energies  to  real  estate  and  stock- 
raising  in  South  Dakota,  and  after  two  years’  experience  along  these  lines  was 
once  more  attracted  to  Des  Moines.  In  1906  he  became  connected  with  the 
Iowa  Ice  Company,  which  company  was  later  absorbed  by  the  Zero  Ice  Company, 
Mr.  Black,  having  become  thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  manufacture  and 
distribution  of  a  commodity  which  has  become  one  of  the  necessities  of  modern 
life,  was  made  secretary  and  manager  of  the  company.  In  January,  1910,  the 
Zero  Ice  Company  and  the  Des  Moines  Ice  Company  were  consolidated  and 
Mr.  Black  has  continued  as  secretary  and  manager  of  the  new  organization. 
This  concern  has  a  building  with  a  storage  capacity  of  thirty-six  thousand  tons 
of  natural  ice  and  a  manufacturing  capacity  of  twenty-four  thousand  tons  of 
ice  annually.  The  company  has  as  many  as  one  hundred  and  fifty-six  persons 
on  its  pay  rolls  at  one  time  and  is  given  credit  for  handling  more  teams  from 
one  station  than  any  other  concern  of  the  kind  in  the  United  States. 

In  1897  Mr.  Black  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Alta  Tomlinson,  who  was 
born  at  Bryan,  Ohio,  June  29,  1873,  a  daughter  of  F.  A.  and  Jennie  (Scott)  Tom¬ 
linson.  Two  children  have  come  to  brighten  the  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Black: 
Lyle  G.,  who  was  born  at  Carthage,  South  Dakota,  July  2,  1903 ;  and  Eunice 
A.,  who  was  born  January  20,  1909. 

The  prominent  characteristics  of  Mr.  Black  are  those  which  gain  the  con¬ 
fidence  and  respect  of  his  fellowmen,  indicating  that  he  possesses  the  substantial 
basis  which  gives  bright  promise  for  the  years  to  come.  He  has  won  the  respon¬ 
sible  position  he  now  occupies  by  patient  industry  and  good  business  judgment — 
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two  qualities  that  should  be  highly  prized  by  every  man.  Politically  he  gives 
his  adherence  to  the  republican  party,  and  in  religious  faith  he  and  his  family 
are  identified  with  the  Presbyterian  church.  He  is  a  valued  member  of  the 
Modern  Woodmen  of  America,  the  Brotherhood  of  American  Yeomen  and  the 
Commercial  Club  of  Des  Moines. .  All  the  success  that  has  come  to  Mr.  Black 
he  attributes  to  the  help  and  inspiration  of  his  wife,  and  to  the  early  admonition 
of  his  mother,  not  to  use  liquor  nor  tobacco,  and  he  has  followed  such  teaching 
unreservedly  all  his  life. 


FRANK  S.  SHANKLAND. 

A  steadily  growing  practice  accorded  him  since  his  admission  to  the  bar 
is  indicative  of  the  skill  and  ability  which  Frank  S.  Shankland  displays  in  the 
practice  of  law.  He  is  also  well  known  as  one  of  the  local  leaders  of  the  repub¬ 
lican  party  in  Polk  county  and  the  integrity  of  his  political  position  none  has 
ever  questioned.  He  is  numbered  among  the  native  sons  of  Iowa,  to  whom 
prominence  and  success  have  come  in  recognition  of  personal  worth. 

He  was  born  in  Monroe,  this  state,  on  the  16th  of  December,  1870.  His 
father,  Robert  Bruce  Shankland,  was  of  Scotch-Irish  lineage,  being  a  direct 
descendant  of  Robert  Shankland,  who  because  of  his  bravery  in  the  famous 
battle  of  the  Boyne  was  awarded  the  estate  of  Butler’s  Hill  in  Ireland.  The 
military  spirit  was  equally  strongly  manifest  in  Robert  Bruce  Shankland,  who, 
enlisting  for  service  in  the  Civil  war,  participated  in  the  battles  of  Lookout 
Mountain,  Nashville,  Chickamauga  and  other  important  engagements.  He  was 
a  member  of  the  famous  Squirrel  Hunters  brigade  of  Ohio  and  later  removing 
to  Illinois  enlisted  in  Company  I,  Thirty-sixth  Illinois  Volunteer  Infantrv. 
Many  years  of  his  life  were  devoted  to  farming  but  he  is  now  living  retired  in 
Monroe.  In  early  manhood  he  wedded  Catherine  Williams,  who  was  born  in 
New  York  and  was  a  representative  of  one  of  the  old  families  of  that  state, 
where  the  Shanklands  also  lived  after  the  emigration  to  America.  The  death 
of  Mrs.  Catherine  Shankland  occurred  in  Monroe,  Iowa,  April  11,  1909. 

Frank  S.  Shankland,  one  of  a  family  of  eight  children,  was  reared  in  the 
usual  manner  of  farm  lads,  dividing  his  time  between  the  acquirement  of  an 
education  and  the  work  of  the  fields.  He  attended  the  country  schools  of  Jasper 
county  and  later  entered  the  Monroe  high  school,  from  which  he  was  graduated 
with  the  class  of  1892.  He  was  also  a  student  in  the  Benton  Harbor  College  at 
Benton  Harbor,  Michigan,  and  a  graduate  of  the  College  of  Law  of  Drake 
University  of  the  class  of  1901,  there  winning  the  LL.  B.  degree.  In  the  mean¬ 
time,  however,  he  had  taken  up  the  profession  of  teaching  and  had  become 
principal  of  graded  schools.  He  was  graduated  from  the  Drake  Law  School 
in  1901  and  immediately  opened  an  office  in  Des  Moines  among  strangers,  so 
that  influence  has  had  no  part  in  his  rise  to  prominence  as  one  of  the  younger 
representatives  of  the  capital  city  bar.  He  was  alone  for  about  three  years  and 
in  1904  formed  a  partnership  with  William  McLaughlin  under  the  firm  name  of 
McLaughlin  &  Shankland.  They  have  continued  in  general  practice  and  are 
accorded  an  extensive  and  distinctively  representative  clientage.  Aside  from  a 
large  general  practice  Mr.  Shankland  is  serving  as  a  member  of  the  board  of 
directors  and  attorney  for  the  Des  Moines  Humane  Society,  having  occupied 
these  positions  since  1901. 

Since  his  interest  in  political  questions  and  issues  was  aroused  Mr.  Shank¬ 
land  has  been  an  advocate  of  the  republican  party  and  has  done  effective  work 
in  its  support,  becoming  in  time  recognized  as  one  of  its  local  leaders  in  Polk 
county.  He  stands  for  progress  accomplished  through  practical  methods  and, 
in  fact,  is  an  advocate  of  many  measures  which  are  looking  to  the  gradual  im- 
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provement  of  conditions  that  effect  the  general  interest  of  society.  In  1910' 
he  was  made  the  republican  nominee  for  state  representative  for  the  thirty- 
seventh  district  and  was  elected  by  the  largest  majority  received  by  any  can¬ 
didate  in  either  house,  running  four  thousand  votes  ahead  of  his  ticket.  He  in¬ 
troduced  into  the  thirty-fourth  general  assembly  the  anti-smoke  bill  which 
directly  effected  Des  Moines  and  also  gave  active  support  to  the  fire  marshal 
bill.  He  handled  the  Clarkson  mining  bill  in  the  house,  which  revised  the  min¬ 
ing  laws  of  the  state  and  was  a  most  important  piece  of  legislation. 

In  speaking  of  Mr.  Shankland  the  Sioux  City  Journal  said:  “Mr.  Shank- 
land  easily  ranks  as  one  of  the  leading  orators  of  the  house.  His  ideals  are  lofty 
and  his  education  and  training  as  a  pleader  and  public*  speaker  have  superbly 
fitted  him  to  give  happy  and  adequate  expression  to  his  views.  He  is  a  power 
for  good  in  the  legislature.” 

On  the  1 6th  of  September,  1902,  in  Des  Moines,  Mr.  Shankland  was  mar¬ 
ried  to  Miss  Mamie  E.  Babcock,  a  daughter  of  John  J.  and  Elizabeth  L.  Bab¬ 
cock.  Mrs.  Shankland  was  a  primary  teacher  in  the  Des  Moines  public  schools 
for  three  years  before  her  marriage  following  her  graduation  from  the  Des 
Moines  high  school  in  1897. 

Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Shankland  hold  membership  in  the  Methodist  church 
and  take  an  active  and  helpful  interest  in  its  various  activities  and  lines  of  work. 
Fraternally  he  is  connected  with  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  the  Masons,  the  Ancient 
Order  of  United  Workmen  and  the  Yeomen.  Those  who  know  him — and  his 
friends  are  many — speak  of  him  in  terms  of  high  esteem  and  warm  personal 
legard.  His  ability  as  a  lawyer  is  well  recognized  and  any  honors  that  may 
be  conferred  upon  him  politically  will  be  well  merited  and  worthily  won. 


HENRY  HIRSCH. 

Fifty  years  marked  the  span  of  life  of  Henry  Hirsch,  one  of  the  most  highly 
respected  citizens  of  Des  Moines,  who  was  summoned  from  earthly  scenes  April 
9,  1896.  Although  called  away  in  the  height  of  his  active  career,  Mr.  Hirsch 
by  his  remarkable  business  ability  and  his  numberless  unselfish  acts  attained  a 
place  in  the  regard  of  the  community  not  commonly  accorded.  He  is  remem¬ 
bered  for  his  kindly  deeds  and  for  his  upright  character  and  personal  worth. 
He  was  born  in  Germany  in  1846,  and  received  his  education  in  his  native  land, 
traveling  in  the  principal  cities  of  Europe  before  coming  to  America.  In  his 
young  manhood  he  located  in  Des  Moines  and  engaged  for  a  time  in  the  mer¬ 
chandise  business  with  various  firms,  finally  associating  in  the  clothing  business 
with  his  brother,  L.  Hirsch,  who  had  arrived  at  Des  Moines  some  years  pre¬ 
viously.  The  brothers  established  the  Globe  Clothing  Company,  with  its  main 
store  in  this  city  and  branches  at  Winterset,  Perry  and  other  smaller  towns  in 
the  state.  By  good  management  and  fair  dealing  the  firm  gained  a  wide  reputa¬ 
tion  and  attracted  a  patronage  which  yielded  very  substantial  returns.  Mr. 
Hirsch,  of  this  review,  each  year  visited  New  York  to  buy  goods  and  also  to 
gain  new  ideas  concerning  the  line  to  which  he  so  closely  devoted  his  attention. 

In  February,  1886,  he  was  united  in  marriage,  at  Des  Moines,  to  Miss  Celia 
Redstone,  and  to  this  union  one  daughter,  Irene,  was  born.  She  was  given  every 
desirable  advantage  of  education,  graduating  from  Drake  University  and  other 
schools,  and  is  a  young  lady  of  unusual  talents  and  accomplishments.  She  is 
now  living  at  home  with  her  mother. 

Mr.  Hirsch  was  a  valued  member  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  in  religious 
belief  gave  his  adherence  to  the  Jewish  church.  Politically  he  was  independent. 
He  was  a  patriotic  citizen,  always  willing  to  lend  his  assistance  to  any  worthy 
cause  that  gave  evidence  of  being  essential  in  the  advancement  of  the  community. 
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His  philanthropy  was  expressed  in  many  ways  and  was  one  of  his  prominent 
characteristics,  no  deserving  applicant  for  assistance  ever  being  turned  away. 
He  had  the  gift  of  personal  magnetism,  which  attracted  friends  and  invited  con¬ 
fidence,  and  in  business  and  private  life  he  was  never  known  to  act  dishonorably 
or  betray  a  trust. 

Mrs.  Hirsch  is  a  lady  of  many  rare  qualities  of  mind  and  character.  She 
is  a  member  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  Women’s  Club  and  has  for  a  num¬ 
ber  of  years  been  prominent  in  Jewish  circles,  both  literary  and  educational,  being 
one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Jewish  Women’s  Council  and  of  other  societies  de¬ 
signed  to  promote  the  highest  interests  of  their  members  and  to  inculcate  teach¬ 
ings  of  peace  and  charity. 


WALTER  H.  FARR. 

Walter  H.  Farr,  who  is  engaged  in  general  farming  in  Bloomfield  township, 
was  born  there  on  the  21st  of  March,  1878.  The  parents,  Stephen  and  Addie 
M.  (Goodhue)  Farr,  the  mother  a  native  of  New  Hampshire  and  the  father  of 
New  York,  came  to  Polk  county  in  the  pioneer  days.  They  first  located  on  an 
eighty  acre  farm  in  Bloomfield  township  which  they  bought  for  eight  dollars  per 
acre — a  fraction  only  of  its  present  value.  Mr.  Farr  cleared  and  cultivated  this 
land  for  several  years  and  disposing  of  it  removed  to  Sheldahl,  Iowa  , where  he 
bought  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  which  he  improved  and  operated  for  three 
years.  Selling  his  place  at  the  end  of  that  time  he  returned  to  Bloomfield,  buying 
what  was  then  known  as  the  Theodore  Carpenter  farm,  which  also  contained  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres.  He  effected  many  improvements  upon  this  place, 
eighty  acres  of  which  he  sold  a  few  months  after  taking  possession,  but  soon 
buying  a  nearby  forty-acre  tract,  making  his  entire  holdings  one  hundred  and 
twenty  acres.  A  short  time  thereafter  he  retired  to  Des  Moines  and  after  one 
vear’s  residence  in  the  city  returned  to  the  old  homestead,  where  he  continued  to 
reside  until  his  demise,  which  occurred  on  the  6th  of  June,  1902.  Mrs.  Farr 
still  survives  at  the  age  of  sixty-five  years  and  is  living  on  the  farm. 

Reared  at  home  Walter  H.  Farr  acquired  his  education  in  the  district  schools 
of  Iowa,  which  was  later  supplemented  by  a  course  in  the  Iowa  Business  Col¬ 
lege  of  Des  Moines.  After  leaving  school  he  assisted  his  father  in  the  cultiva¬ 
tion  of  the  homestead  until  a  few  years  prior  to  the  latter’s  death,  when  he 
rented  forty  acres  of  the  home  farm.  On  the  6th  of  October,  1910,  Mr.  Farr  in 
connection  with  his  brother,  Stephen  Farr,  Jr.,  bought  the  grocery  business  of 
J.  B.  Young,  which  they  conducted  for  a  time  in  addition  to  their  agricultural 
pursuits.  However  he  soon  withdrew  from  the  mercantile  business  in  order  to 
devote  his  entire  interests  to  agriculture. 

On  the  29th  of  May,  1907,  Mr.  Farr  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Helen 
Armstrong,  a  daughter  of  William  H.  and  Helen  (Laidley)  Armstrong.  Ihe 
parents,  who  were  natives  of  Pennsylvania,  came  to  Iowa  and  settled  at  Max- 
berg  in  the  early  days,  where  the  father  engaged  in  farming  and  stock-raising, 
paying  particular  attention  to  the  breeding  and  raising  of  thoroughbred  stock. 
He  continued  to  reside  upon  this  place  until  1904,  at  which  time  he  sold  and 
bought  eighty  acres  in  Bloomfield  township,  near  Fort  Des  Moines,  which  he 
operated  until  the  20th  of  December,  1910,  when  he  retired.  Mrs.  Armstrong 
passed  away  in  1896.  Two  children  have  been  born  unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Farr: 
Hubert  Russell,  two  years  of  age;  and  Ralph,  who  is  now  one  year  old. 

Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Farr  are  identified  with  the  Presbyterian  church  by 
membership,  while  fraternally  Mr.  Farr  affiliates  with  the  Modern  Woodmen  of 
America.  He  takes  quite  an  active  interest  in  local  political  matters  and  for 
six  years  served  as  constable  in  Bloomfield  township.  His  support  is  always 
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given  to  the  men  and  measures  of  the  republican  party,  the  principles  of  which 
he  considers  to  be  best  adapted  for  the  maintenance  of  a  stable  government.  He 
is  a  progressive  and  enterprising  young  business  man  who  has  a  bright  and  most 
promising  future. 


WILLIAM  STONE  AYRES. 

William  Stone  Ayres,  an  able  lawyer  of  the  Des  Moines  bar,  now  serving 
as  assistant  county  attorney  of  Polk  county,  was  born  in  Knoxville,  Iowa, 
June  3,  1871.  His  father,  Orlando  B.  Ayres,  a  native  of  Bucyrus,  Ohio,  was 
born  in  1836,  and  following  his  removal  to  the  west  became  a  prominent  rep¬ 
resentative  of  the  Knoxville  bar,  at  which  he  practiced  from  1864  until  1886. 
Judical  honors  were  then  conferred  upon  him  in  his  election  to  the  bench  of 
the  fifth  district,  whereon  he  served  until  his  death  which  occurred  in  1890. 
His  decisions,  strictly  fair  and  impartial,  indicated  a  comprehensive  knowledge 
of  the  law  with  the  ability  to  accurately  apply  its  principles.  In  early  manhood 
he  married  Annie  L.  Stone,  a  sister  of  Governor  W.  M.  Stone,  and  a  native 
of  Coshocton,  Ohio.  Her  death  occurred  in  December,  1909. 

In  the  public  school  of  Knoxville  William  Stone  Ayres  began  his  education, 
and  later  attended  school  in  Des  Moines.  He  is  a  graduate  of  the  law  depart¬ 
ment  of  Drake  University,  wherein  he  won  his  Bachelor  of  Law  degree  with 
the  class  of  1894.  He  at  once  entered  upon  the  practice  of  his  profession  in 

this  city  and  for  a  time  was  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Ayres,  Woodin  &  Ayres, 

which  later  became  Woodin,  Nichols  &  Ayres.  He  is  now  practicing  alone  and 
has  been  accorded  a  liberal  clientage,  to  the  interest  of  which  he  is  most  devoted, 
yet  he  never  forgets  that  he  owes  an  allegiance  to  the  majesty  of  the  law. 

On  the  1st  of  January,  1910,  he  was  appointed  assistant  county  attorney  of 
Polk  county,  and  is  still  filling  that  position,  which  is  the  only  political  office  he 
has  ever  occupied.  He  is,  however,  a  stalwart  republican  in  politics,  and  since 

age  conferred  upon  him  the  right  of  franchise  he  has  kept  thoroughly  informed 

concerning  the  questions  and  issues  of  the  day.  Fraternally  he  is  connected 
with  Capital  Lodge,  No.  no,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.  of  Des  Moines,  and  he  belongs 
to  the  Hyperion  Club.  A  social  nature  renders  him  popular  and  his  genuine 
worth  has  gained  for  him  the  high  regard  of  many  with  whom  he  has  been 
associated.  While  politics,  social  and  other  interests  make  claim  upon  his 
time  and  attention,  he  never  sacrifices  his  profession  to  outside  interests. 


FRANK  O.  EVANS. 

Success  in  a  remarkable  degree  has  resulted  from  the  well  directed  efforts 
of  Frank  O.  Evans,  who  has  attained  an  honorable  position  in  the  business  world. 
Starting  as  a  telegraph  operator  he  gained  practical  experience  in  the  conduct  of 
affairs,  which  he  has  been  able  to  apply  intelligently,  and  today  he  is  at  the  head 
of  a  great  piano  factory  in  Des  Moines  whose  name  is  familiar  in  almost  every 
state  of  the  Union.  He  was  born  at  Mendota,  Illinois,  October  4,  1867,  a  son  of 
Enoch  B.  and  Emma  (Lee)  Evans,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  England. 
The  father  was  born  in  Manchester  in  1822  and  the  mother  in  the  city  of  Lon¬ 
don  in  1837.  They  were  the  parents  of  six  children,  namely:  Albert  B.,  who  is 
now  married  and  lives  at  Burlington,  Kansas ;  Charles  E.,  who  is  also  married 
and  is  living  in  Des  Moines ;  Mabel  I.,  the  wife  of  A.  M.  Hargis,  of  Grand  Is¬ 
land,  Nebraska;  H.  L.,  of  Newcastle,  Indiana;  Frank  O.,  the  subject  of  this  re¬ 
view  ;  and  W.  H.,  who  is  married  and  living  in  Des  Moines. 


CITY  OF  DES  MOINES  AND  POLK  COUNTY 


249 


Frank  O.  Evans  received  his  early  education  in  the  public  schools  of  Men- 
dota,  subsequently  taking  a  course  in  the  Columbus  (Ohio)  University  in  the 
class  of  1888.  Having  decided  to  cast  his  fortune  with  the  west,  he  came  to 
Grand  Island,  Nebraska,  where  he  became  a  student  in  a  business  college  in 
which  he  learned  telegraphy.  His  first  employment  was  as  telegraph  operator 
on  the  Burlington  Railway.  He  continued  in  this  line  for  two  years,  in  the 
meantime  acquiring  a  good  knowledge  of  stenography.  Resigning  from  his 
position  with  the  railway,  he  became  connected  with  the  Story  &  Clark  Piano 
Company  of  Chicago  and  has  ever  since  been  identified  with  that  concern,  of 
which  he  is  now  a  director  and  stockholder,  being  also  president  of  the  F.  O. 
Evans  Piano  Company  of  this  city.  This  company  is  a  large  manufacturer  of 
pianos  and  maintains  at  Des  Moines  one  of  the  most  up-to-date  factories  of  the 
kind  in  the  United  States,  giving  employment  to  fifty  highly  skilled  men  and 
also  to  a  large  office  force.  The  instruments  made  in  this  factory  are  shipped 
to  all  parts  of  the  United  States,  even  to  the  cities  of  Chicago  and  New  York, 
the  business  being  carried  on  by  extensive  advertising  and  in  dealing  directly 
with  the  purchaser  of  the  instrument,  thus  eliminating  the  profits  of  jobbers 
and  solicitors.  In  one  day  recently  the  company  received  in  the  mail  sixty-two 
orders  for  pianos  from  individual  buyers  in  nineteen  different  states,  extending 
from  Georgia  to  Wisconsin  and  from  Virginia  to  Kansas.  It  is  interesting  to 
note  that  one  order  came  from  the  city  of  Chicago  and  another  from  the  city  of 
Minneapolis. 

On  the  10th  day  of  June,  1899,  Mr.  Evans  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Nettie  May  Griffith,  who  was  born  at  Austin,  Texas,  June  27,  1877,  the  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Benjamin  Lundy  and  Rebecca  (Fisher)  Griffith,  the  former  of  whom  was 
a  well  known  dealer  in  carriages  and  buggies.  The  great-grandfather  of  Mrs. 
Evans  was  Ethan  Allen,  a  leading  patriot  of  the  Revolutionary  war. 

Politically  Mr.  Evans  is  in  hearty  sympathy  with  the  progressive  element  of 
the  republican  party.  He  is  a  Scottish  Rite  Mason,  a  Knight  Templar  and  a 
prominent  worker  in  the  Shrine.  It  was  largely  through  his  efforts  that  the  old 
Methodist  church  at  Ninth  and  Pleasant  streets  was  purchased  and  remodeled 
as  a  temple  for  the  Shrine.  He  served  for  ten  years  as  potentate  of  this  organi¬ 
zation.  He  is  also  connected  with  the  Yeomen  of  the  World,  the  Benevolent 
and  Protective  Order  of  Elks,  and  is  socially  identified  with  the  Commercial, 
Booster,  Greater  Des  Moines,  New  Des  Moines,  Hyperion,  Golf  and  Country 
Clubs.  He  has  never  had  cause  to  regret  coming  to  Des  Moines,  as  he  has  at¬ 
tained  success  such  as  is  reached  by  few  men  at  his  age.  He  has  found  here 
home,  friends  and  fortune  and  easily  ranks  as  one  of  the  most  enterprising  busi¬ 
ness  men  of  the  city. 


NATFIAN  EMERY  COFFIN. 

There  is  undoubtedly  a  promising  field  in  the  practice  of  law  for  one  who  pos¬ 
sesses  the  strength  of  mind  and  body  and  the  application  and,  ambition  neces¬ 
sary  to  meet  and  overcome  the  many  difficulties  that  lie  in  the  way.  These  quali¬ 
ties  belonged  to  Nathan  Emery  Coffin  at  the  beginning  of  his  career,  and  the 
position  he  occupies  in  the  bar  of  Polk  county,  is  evidence  that  he  yielded  not 
to  discouragement.  He  remained  manfully  at  his  post,  and  after  twenty-five 
years  of  arduous  application,  today  he  is  one  of  the  leading  lawyers  of  central 
Iowa.  He  was  born  at  Allegheny  City,  Pennsylvania,  February  2,  1863,  the  son 
of  Harrison  A.,  and  Catherine  (Stevenson)  Coffin.  The  father  was  formerly 
treasurer  of  the  Iowa  Loan  &  Trust  Company  of  Des  Moines.  His  death  oc¬ 
curred  in  1892. 
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Nathan  Emery  Coffin  received  his  early  education  in  the  public  schools  of 
Allegheny  City,  and  after  coming  west  entered  the  Baptist  College  of  Des  Moines, 
graduating  in  1881,  with  a  degree  of  B.  S.  Later  he  became  a  student  of  Har¬ 
vard  University,  and  was  graduated  from  that  celebrated  institution  of  learning 
with  a  degree  of  A.  B.,  in  1885.  After  leaving  Baptist  College  he  studied  law  in 
Drake  University  for  one  year,  but  being  under  age  he  was  not  admitted  to  the 
bar.  He  spent  one  year  in  the  office  of  Barcroft  &  Bowen,  and  was  admitted  to 
practice  by  the  supreme  court  of  Iowa  in  October,  1886.  He  began  his  profes¬ 
sional  career  in  Des  Moines,  and  since  February  1,  1891,  has  been  associated 
with  Charles  A.  Dudley,  under  the  title  of  Dudley  &  Coffin,  one  of  the  leading 
law  firms  of  Des  Moines  and  the  oldest  law  firm  in  the  city.  He  is  also  identified 
with  several  business  concerns,  being  a  member  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the 
Iowa  Loan  &  Trust  Company,  the  Des  Moines  Life  Insurance  Company,  and 
the  Ewing  Investment  Company.  He  is  also  a  trustee  of  Drake  University. 
The  success  of  Mr.  Coffin  has  been  due  in  a  large  degree  to  his  untiring  industry, 
which  has  enabled  him  to  prepare  his  cases  thoroughly  and  present  them  clearly 
and  forcible  to  the  court  or  jury.  He  is  an  eloquent  and  logical  speaker,  and 
his  voice  has  been  heard  in  connection  with  much  important  litigation.  In  the 
course  of  an  extensive  practice  he  has  won  many  notable  victories. 

On  the  5th  of  June,  1900,  at  Des  Moines,  Mr.  Coffin  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Miss  Winnie  Belle  Ewing,  a  native  of  Des  Moines,  and  a  daughter  of  David 
R.  and  Lucinda  Ewing,  one  of  the  pioneer  families  of  Iowa.  Politically,  Mr. 
Coffin  gives  his  allegiance  to  the  republican  party,  being  a  progressive,  but  not  an 
insurgent.  He  was  elected  to  the  twenty-fourth  general  assembly  in  the  fall  of 
1891,  and  his  loyalty  to  the  interests  of  his  constituents  led  to  an  earnest  demand 
for  his  reelection,  but  on  account  of  the  pressure  of  private  affairs  he  was  ob¬ 
liged  to  decline  the  honor.  Fraternally  he  is  identified  with  the  Knights  of 
Pythias,  and  socially  with  the  University  Club  of  Des  Moines,  Grant  Club,  Golf 
and  Country  Club  and  Des  Moines  Club.  Air.  Coffin  is  also  president  of  the 
Harvard  Club  of  Iowa.  He  is  a  stanch  believer  in  Christianity,  and  is  a  valued 
member  of  the  Central  Church  of  Christ.  In  professional  and  business  affairs  he 
has  proven  himself  to  be  thoroughly  competent  and  reliable  under  all  circum¬ 
stances,  and  the  respect  in  which  he  is  held  by  his  brethren  at  the  bar,  as  well 
as  by  the  community  where  he  has  resided  for  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century, 
is  indisputable  proof  of  his  worth. 


GEORGE  ELIAS  KING. 

George  E.  King  was  born  January  7,  1846,  in  De  Peyster,  St.  Lawrence 
county,  New  York.  His  father,  Elias  King,  and  his  mother,  Lucy  Wheelock, 
were  both  natives  of  Vermont.  The  first  nineteen  years  of  his  life  were  spent 
at  home,  attending  school  and  working  upon  his  father's  farm.  Then  followed 
three  years  of  teaching  in  the  district  and  in  the  neighboring  city  of  Ogdens- 
burg,  where  he  studied  law  in  the  office  of  B.  H.  Vary,  but  in  the  fall  of  1869 
he  gave  up  the  idea  of  practicing  law.  He  then  went  to  Kansas  and  began  the 
life  of  a  business  man  in  the  employ  of  an  uncle,  Zenas  King,  a  pioneer  in  iron 
bridge  construction  and  head  of  the  King  Bridge  Company,  of  Cleveland,  Ohio. 
He  remained  with  this  company  for  twenty  years,  first  as  an  erector,  then  as  a 
contracting  agent  and  subsequently  as  a  partner. 

In  1875  Mr.  King  came  to  make  his  home  in  this  city,  and  here  in  1889  he 
formed  the  George  E.  King  Bridge  Company  of  Des  Moines.  For  thirty-eight 
years  he  continued  in  this  business,  building  bridges  in  every  western  and  nearly 
every  southern  state,  and  gaining  knowledge  of  the  scientific  principles  under- 
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lying  his  work,  making  himself  familiar  with  its  most  minute  details  as  well  as 
its  most  important  features. 

In  1878  Mr.  King  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Mary  Barcroft,  a  daughter 
of  John  R.  Barcroft,  a  distinguished  lawyer,  and  Susan  E.  Ankeny,  of  the  well 
known  Ankeny  family.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  King  have  two  daughters :  Mrs.  Edith 
King  Bell,  of  Des  Moines,  and  Mrs.  Frank  Rhea  Bott,  of  Ravinia,  Illinois. 

Since  retiring  from  active  business,  Mr.  King  has  been  interested  in  various 
enterprises.  He  holds  stock  in  several  state  and  national  banks;  is  president 
of  the  Iowa  Drug  Company;  has  investments  in  farm  lands  in  Nebraska  and 
owns  residence  and  business  property  in  Des  Moines. 

In  politics  Mr.  King  is  a  progressive  republican.  He  belongs  to  the  Masonic 
fraternity  and  is  identified  with  the  Knight  Templar  commandery  of  Des  Moines, 
and  is  a  member  of  the  leading  social  and  business  clubs  of  the  city.  He  is  rec¬ 
ognized  as  a  strong  man,  strong  in  his  ability  to  plan  and  perform,  strong  in  his 
honor  and  his  good  name.  In  the  conditions  of  the  growing  west,  he  found  the 
opportunities  which  he  sought  for  advancement  in  business,  and,  in  their  util¬ 
ization,  he  has  reached  a  creditable  place  among  the  prominent  and  successful 
residents  of  Iowa’s  capital. 


E.  K.  MAINE. 

For  ten  years  past  in  the  active  practice  of  law  at  Des  Moines,  E.  K.  Maine 
has  by  close  attention  to  his  profession  and  the  successful  handling  of  important 
causes  gained  a  standing  as  one  of  the  wide-awake  and  thoroughly  capable 
members  of  the  Polk  county  bar.  He  was  born  at  Grant,  Montgomery  county, 
Iowa,  October  29,  1875,  a  son  of  S.  N.  Maine,  a  native  of  Ohio.  The  father 
came  to  Iowa  in  August,  1875,  and  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business  at  Grant 
until  1895,  when  he  retired  and  came  to  Des  Moines.  Since  1908  he  has  made 
his  home  at  Los  Angeles,  California.  The  maiden  name  of  the  mother  was 
Emma  King.  She  was  a  native  of  the  Buckeye  state  and  moved  to  Galva,  Illi¬ 
nois,  with  her  parents  and  was  there  married  September  9,  1869,  to  Mr.  Maine. 
Three  children  blessed  this  union:  E.  K.,  the  subject  of  this  review;  Hattie,  now 
the  wife  of  Dr.  Clark  Keeler,  of  Los  Angeles;  and  Hope,  now  Mrs.  John 
Sprowl,  of  Cleveland,  Ohio. 

E.  K.  Maine  attended  the  public  schools  in  Montgomery  county,  graduating 
from  the  Elliott  high  school  in  1891.  Having  decided  upon  a  professional 
career,  he  matriculated  at  Grinnell  College  of  Grinnell,  Iowa,  and  continued 
there  until  his  senior  year  when  he  transferred  his  allegiance  to  the  State  Uni¬ 
versity  at  Iowa  City,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1896  with  the  degree 
of  A.  B.  The  year  following  he  received  the  degree  of  LL.  B.  from  the  same 
university,  and  after  spending  four  years  in  Chicago  settled  in  practice  at 
Des  Moines,  where  he  has  since  continued,  showing  from  the  beginning  of  his 
career  in  this  city  an  adaptability  to  the  legal  profession  which  has  attracted  a 
lucrative  and  growing  patronage. 

On  the  nth  day  of  March,  1905,  Mr.  Maine  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Geneva  Lamb,  a  daughter  of  David  Lamb,  a  river  captain  who  lived  at  Albany, 
Illinois,  and  later  took  up  his  residence  at  Clinton,  Iowa,  where  he  continued 
to  live  for  many  years.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Maine  have  one  son,  Wilton,  born  April 
19,  1907.  Mr.  Maine  ranks  among  the  live  and  progressive  men  of  Des 
Moines  and,  being  a  constant  student  and  close  observer,  he  keeps  fully  abreast 
of  the  times  in  everything  of  importance  pertaining  to  the  state  and  nation 
as  well  as  to  his  profession.  As  a  lawyer  he  has  shown  marked  ability  and  his 
industry,  energy,  courage  and  fidelity  to  principle  are  unquestioned  by  those 
who  know  him.  His  clients  are  among  the  best  business  men  of  the  citv  and 
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county.  Politically  he  gives  his  support  to  the  republican  party,  having  great 
faith  in  its  ability  to  carry  the  nation  through  every  exigency  in  the  future  as 
it  has  in  the  past.  Fraternally  he  is  identified  with  Masonic  bodies  and  Za-Ga- 
Zig  Shrine.  Socially  he  is  a  valued  member  of  the  Grant  and  Hyperion  Clubs. 


A.  L.  STEELE. 

Among  the  lawyers  of  the  Des  Moines  bar  who  have  attained  distinction  by 
ability  and  years  in  successful  practice  should  be  named  A.  L.  Steele.  He  is 
a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  being  born  at  Brookville,  April  8,  1864,  and  a  son  of 
William  Steele,  who  was  born  in  the  Keystone  state  October  22,  1823.  The 
mother  was  Margaret  Farley  before  her  marriage  and  was  born  October  10, 
1830.  She  is  still  living.  The  father  passed  away  December  11,  1877,  at  the 
old  home  near  Brookville.  He  was  a  devout  member  of  the  Methodist  church 
and  politically  was  identified  with  the  republican  party.  There  were  twelve 
children  in  the  family,  eight  of  whom  are  now  living. 

A.  L.  Steele  received  his  early  education  in  the  country  schools  and  at  the 
Corsica  (Pennsylvania)  Academy.  Later  he  attended  the  Valparaiso  (Indiana) 
Normal  School  and  the  Iowa  Wesleyan  University.  He  pursued  his  law  studies 
in  the  office  of  Judge  George  W.  Crozier,  Knoxville,  Iowa,  and  in  the  law  depart¬ 
ment  of  Drake  University,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  October  7,  1891.  On 
January  1,  1892,  he  opened  an  office  where  he  has  ever  since  been  located.  Hav¬ 
ing  made  systematic  preparation  for  his  profession  he  soon  gave  evidence  of 
being  able  to  protect  the  interests  of  his  clients,  even  when  pitted  against  the 
oldest  practitioners.  He  ranks  well  among  the  clearest  expounders  of  law  at 
the  Des  Moines  bar,  and  his  liberal  patronage  is  evidence  of  the  success  of  his 
efforts. 

Politically,  Mr.  Steele  gives  his  support  to  the  republican  party.  While 
he  devotes  his  best  energies  to  his  profession,  he  is  not  unmindful  of  the  obliga¬ 
tions  which  rest  upon  a  public-spirited  citizen  to  assist  in  every  reasonable  way 
in  the  advancement  of  the  community.  He  is  ever  ready  to  promote  the  cause 
of  education  or  good  government,  and  his  cooperation  may  always  be  counted 
upon  for  the  promotion  of  friendly  relations  between  men.  He  is  a  valued 
member  of  various  organizations,  among  which  are  the  Odd  Fellows  and  the 
Knights  of  Pythias,  and  is  a  sincere  believer  in  their  fraternal  teachings.  Pleas¬ 
ing  in  manner  and  generous  and  manly  in  sentiment,  he  readily  makes  friends 
and  is,  therefore,  greatly  esteemed  by  all  who  know  him. 


IRA  M.  EARLE. 

While  Ira  M.  Earle  became  known  to  the  Des  Moines  public  as  an  able 
lawyer  and  yet  occupies  a  prominent  position  as  a  representative  of  corpora¬ 
tion  law,  he  has  also  become  recognized  as  a  factor  in  commercial  and  indus¬ 
trial  circles,  his  efforts  and  activity  along  those  lines  constituting  a  force  in  the 
business  development  of  the  capital  as  well  as  a  feature  in  his  individual  suc¬ 
cess.  He  was  born  in  Brattleboro,  Vermont,  September  7,  1849.  a  son  of  Rufus 
and  Marilla  (Stoddard)  Earle,  who  were  likewise  natives  of  the  Green  Moun¬ 
tain  state,  the  mother  having  been  born  in  Brattleboro.  Both  are  now  deceased. 
In  the  public  schools  of  his  native  state  Ira  M.  Earle  began  his  education  and 
afterward  attended  school  at  Guilford,  Vermont,  pursuing  his  studies  through 
consecutive  grades  until  he  left  the  high  school  at  the  age  of  nineteen  years. 
During  the  period  of  his  boyhood  and  youth  he  resided  upon  the  home  farm  and 
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aided  in  its  cultivation  and  improvement.  Early  recognizing  the  fact  that  in¬ 
dustry  is  the  basis  of  all  success,  he  has  throughout  his  entire  life  closely  applied 
himself  to  the  work  at  hand  and  his  preserverance  and  energy  have  enabled  him 
not  only  to  overcome  the  difficulties  in  his  path  but  also  to  work  his  way  steadily 
upward  to  success.  He  was  a  young  man  of  about  twenty-six  years  when 
in  1875  he  came  to  Iowa,  first  settling  at  Pella.  He  took  up  the  study  of  law 
in  the  Iowa  College  of  Law,  from  which  he  was  graduated  with  the  LL.  B. 
degree  with  the  class  of  1877.  For  nine  years  thereafter  he  engaged  in  general 
practice  in  Pella  and  in  1888  came  to  Des  Moines,  where  lie  entered  the  law 
practice  in  partnership  with  P.  H.  Bousquet  under  the  firm  name  of  Bousquet 
&  Earle.  This  association  was  maintained  for  two  years,  after  which  the  firm 
was  dissolved  and  Mr.  Earle  was  joined  by  Judge  S.  F.  Prouty  under  the  firm 
style  of  Earle  &  Prouty.  They  practiced  together  for  four  years  and  were 
accorded  a  large  and  distinctively  representative  clientage  during  that  period. 
The  business  firm  of  Bousquet  &  Earle  also  directed  their  efforts  into  other  chan¬ 
nels  outside  the  practice  of  law.  In  connection  with  G.  C.  Van  Ginkel  thev 
purchased  the  Dallas  Consolidated  street  railway  of  Dallas,  Texas,  which  the 
operated  for  about  three  years.  They  then  sold  out  and  in  1903  Mr.  Earle 
became  general  counsel  for  the  Bankers  Life  Insurance  Company,  which  posi¬ 
tion  he  now  fills,  also  'serving  as  one  of  the  directors  of  the  company.  More¬ 
over,  he  is  extensively  connected  with  corporate  interests  which  have  benefited 
by  his  sound  judgment  and  business  discrimination  as  well  as  professional  coun¬ 
sel.  He  is  one  of  the  directors  of  the  Des  Moines  Hosiery  Mills,  the  Des  Moines 
Clay  Manufacturing  Company,  The  Red  Clover  Land  Company  and  the  Western 
Clay  &  Gypsum  Products  Company.  The  last  company  is  operating  in  New 
Mexico  and  Mr.  Earle  is  president  as  well  as  director  of  it.  In  commercial  and 
industrial  affairs  his  judgment  is  sound,  his  sagacity  keen  and  his  enterprise 
unfaltering. 

On  the  5th  of  October,  1876,  Mr.  Earle  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Anne 
Julia  Morgan,  a  daughter  of  Edward  D.  Morgan,  of  Pella,  Iowa.  His  wife 
holds  membership  in  the  Christian  Science  church  and  he  is  identified  with  sev¬ 
eral  of  the  leading  societies  and  clubs  of  the  city,  including  the  Golf  and  Coun¬ 
try  Club,  the  Grant  Club,  the  Commercial  Club  and  the  Des  Moines  Club.  Polit¬ 
ically  he  is  a  strong  republican  and  while  he  does  not  seek  nor  desire  office  he 
knows  the  living  issue  and  feels  the  palpitating  poetry  of  politics.  He  ranks 
among  those  who  are  prominent  in  furthering  the  professional  and  business 
development  of  the  capital  city  and  is  also  classed  with  those  who  owe  their 
present  enviable  positions  to  their  personal  worth,  character  and  ability. 


HENRY  CHARLES  HANSEN. 

It  is  not  every  man  who  has  the  capacity  to  engage  successfully  in  several 
lines  of  business  at  one  and  the  same  time.  Such  men  are  rare,  as  it  usually 
iequires  the  best  energies  of  an  individual  to  keep  pace  with  one  branch  of  busi¬ 
ness  and  meet  the  keen  competition  everywhere  to  be  observed  in  this  age  of 
tireless  rivalry.  However,  Des  Moines  presents  an  exception  to  the  rule  in  the 
person  of  Henry  Charles  Hansen,  who  has  won  success  as  a  druggist,  hotel 
man,  clothing  merchant  and  financier. 

He  is  a  native  of  Christiana,  Norway,  and  is  a  son  of  Christopher  and  Mar¬ 
tha  Hansen.  He  came  to  America  in  1857  with  his  parents,  the  family  living 
in  Chicago  for  a  short  time,  and  from  there  they  removed  to  Vernon  county, 
Wisconsin,  where  the  father  purchased  a  farm.  At  the  age  of  fourteen  our 
subject  entered  school  at  Chicago,  where  he  continued  for  one  year,  and  then 
pursued  his  education  for  three  years  at  La  Crosse,  Wisconsin.  After  leaving 
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school  he  engaged  in  the  paint  and  oil  business  at  Chicago,  working  for  an  uncle 
until  the  great  fire  of  1871.  Having  decided  to  become  a  druggist,  he  entered  the 
Chicago  Pharmaceutical  College  and  thoroughly  prepared  himself  for  the  busi¬ 
ness,  coming  in  1876  to  Des  Moines.  He  conducted  a  drug  store  on  East  Locust 
street  until  1905,  when  he  removed  to  his  present  location  in  the  Wellington 
Hotel,  which  he  had  previously  erected  and  is  now  operating,  his  drug  store 
being  in  the  hotel  building.  He  also  conducts  the  Garfield  Clothing  Store  on  the 
east  side,  which  is  the  leading  establishment  of  the  kind  in  this  part  of  the  city. 
He  was  for  seventeen  years  the  president  of  the  Home  Savings  Bank  and  is  the 
owner  of  much  valuable  real  estate  in  various  parts  of  the  city.  He  has  been 
remarkably  successful  financially,  being  the  possessor  of  a  judgment  in  business 
affairs  which  is  seldom  at  fault.  He  has  great  faith  in  the  future  of  Des  Moines 
and  has  demonstrated  his  faith  by  investing  his  money  in  Des  Moines  property, 
his  example  having  greatly  encouraged  others  to  do  likewise. 

On  the  15th  of  February,  1899,  Mr.  Hansen  was  married  to  Miss  Rose  Wel- 
ton,  a  daughter  of  Charles  W.  and  Serena  (Beem)  Welton.  The  father  was 
born  in  Canada  and  the  mother  in  Columbus,  Ohio.  Four  children  have  bright¬ 
ened  the  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hansen,  namely:  Henry  Charles,  Jr.,  Martha 
Serena,  Rose  Marie  and  Emerett  Christopher. 

Mr.  Hansen  was  fortunate  in  being  born  with  an  ambition  to  win  an  hon¬ 
orable  name  in  the  world  and  his  early  dreams  have  perhaps  been  more  than 
realized.  He  was  also  fortunate  in  receiving  good  educational  training.  He 
made  practical  application  of  his  knowledge  and  is  today  one  of  the  highly  re¬ 
spected  citizens  of  Des  Moines  and  one  of  its  most  successful  financiers.  He 
has  just  reason  to  be  thankful  of  the  day  he  landed  on  the  soil  of  America  and 
also  of  the  selection  of  Des  Moines  as  his  home.  He  and  his  family  are  members 
of  the  English  Lutheran  church.  Fraternally  he  is  well  known,  being  a  thirty- 
second  degree  Mason  and  Shriner  and  a  member  of  the  Odd  Fellows  and  the 
Knights  of  Pythias. 


JULIUS  MANDELBAUM. 


Few  men  of  seventy-four  years  possess  the  activity,  the  alertness  and  the  en¬ 
terprise  of  Julius  Mandelbaum,  whose  name  for  many  years  has  been  a  synonym 
for  all  that  is  standard  and  all  that  is  progressive  in  mercantile  life  in  Des  Moines. 
Success  has  come  to  him  as  the  gradual  development  and  unfolding  of  his  pow¬ 
ers  and  the  wise  use  of  opportunities  and  the  execution  of  carefully  formed 
plans.  Germany  claims  him  as  a  native  son  and  his  record  is  a  credit  both  to  the 
land  of  his  birth  and  the  land  of  his  adoption. 

He  was  born  in  the  town  of  Langenzenn,  Bayern,  Germany,  on  the  13th  of 
March,  1837,  his  parents  being  Meyer  and  Tetta  Mandelbaum,  the  former  a 
dealer  in  wool  and  hops.  At  the  usual  age  the  boy  was  sent  to  the  public 
schools  of  his  native  town  and  continued  his  studies  until  fifteen  years  of  age. 
when  he  sailed  for  America,  attracted  by  the  broader  business  opportunities 
which  he  heard  were  to  be  secured  in  the  new  world.  He  went  from  New  York 
city  to  Albany  and  friends  there  found  him  employment  in  and  around  the  stores, 
so  that  he  learned  something  of  the  English  language  and  something  of  trade. 
It  was  his  ambition  to  become  a  merchant  and  while  he  did  not  reach  the  goal 
of  his  hopes  by  leaps  and  bounds,  he  steadily  made  his  way  upward,  day  by  day 
developing  his  powers  in  a  way  that  has  given  solidity  to  all  of  his  later  service 
in  the  commercial  field. 

In  time  his  ambition  to  do  something  for  himself  led  him  to  invest  his  savings 
in  a  small  stock  of  merchandise  and  he  engaged  in  trade  in  the  country  around 
New  York.  The  stalwart  boy  had  a  pleasing  address,  hev  made  friends,  dealt 
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fairly  and  usually  returned  to  Albany  with  his  pack  of  goods  well  depleted. 
While  thus  traveling  he  formed  the  acquaintance  of  N.  L.  Goldstone  and  a  friend¬ 
ship  sprung  up  between  them.  Each  found  that  the  other  was  alike  ambitious 
to  go  into  the  business  on  his  own  account  and  discontinue  the  sale  of  goods  from 
packs.  They  studied  maps,  read  whatever  they  could  find  concerning  the  far 
west,  talked  with  men  who  had  been  beyond  Chicago  and  the  Mississippi  and  at 
last  concluded  that  their  opportunity  lay  in  that  western  country.  They  were 
both  young  men  of  unlimited  industry,  if  of  limited  means.  For  a  brief  period 
Mr.  Mandelbaum  had  engaged  in  the  retail  dry-goods  business  with  his  brother 
at  Gardnersville,  near  Albany,  but  joining  Mr.  Goldstone  they  started  for  Chi¬ 
cago,  thinking  probably  they  would  continue  their  journey  to  the  Pacific  coast, 
having  Walla  Walla  in  mind  as  their  destination.  At  Chicago,  however,  they 
became  acquainted  with  traveling  men  who  covered  Iowa  and  they  were  so  en¬ 
thusiastic  about  Des  Moines,  describing  the  city  and  surrounding  country,  in 
such  glowing  terms,  that  the  young  men  determined  that  they  would  try  the  new 
state  capital  as  the  seat  of  their  business.  On  the  4th  of  September,  1864,  there¬ 
fore,  they  reached  Des  Moines.  There  is  not  a  mercantile  establishment  of  any 
kind  in  Des  Moines  which  had  had  a  longer  existence  than  that  of  which  Mr. 
Mandelbaum  is  proprietor. 

On  their  arrival  in  this  city  forty-seven  years  ago  Mr.  Mandelbaum  and  his 
associate,  N.  L.  Goldstone,  opened  a  dry-goods  store  on  the  corner  of  Court 
avenue  and  Second  street,  having  but  a  small  stock  which  they  purchased  with 
the  limited  capital  that  they  had  managed  to  save  from  their  earnings.  They 
equipped  the  little  frame  building,  twenty  by  forty  feet,  and  above  the  door  the 
firm  name  of  Goldstone  &  Mandelbaum  was  painted.  A  few  years  later  Mr. 
Goldstone  retired  and  Mr.  Mandelbaum  joined  forces  with  another  merchant  of 
the  city  under  the  style  of  Jacobs  &  Mandelbaum.  Later,  however,  the  latter 
became  sole  proprietor  and  was  alone  in  business  until  the  firm  name  was  changed 
to  J.  Mandelbaum  &  Son  and,  subsequently,  to  J.  Mandelbaum  &  Sons,  as  Morris 
and  Sidney  Mandelbaum  became  associated  with  their  father  in  the  ownership 
and  conduct  of  the  business.  The  enterprise  has  steadily  grown  in  volume  and 
importance. 

In  the  early  days  Mr.  Mandelbaum  personally  attended  to  the  wants  of  his 
customers,  but  was  forced  to  gradually  increase  the  number  of  his  clerks  as  he 
enlarged  his  stock  and  developed  the  store  in  proportion  to  the  growth  of  the  city 
and  his  trade.  There  are  those  now  who  come  to  the  store  and  ask  for  the 
senior  partner,  who  is  always  ready  and  willing  to  meet  the  customers  of  pio¬ 
neer  days.  One  of  the  Des  Moines  papers  about  three  years  ago  wrote  of  him  : 
‘‘He  is  still  strong  and  vigorous,  his  eye  is  as  bright  as  ever  and  he  has  lost  none 
of  his  interest  in  life  or  in  his  business.  He  is  never  ill,  thank  to  his  abstemious 
habits  and  a  mode  of  living  that  has  been  clean  and  wholesome  from  the  days  of 
his  youth.  His  frame  is  still  strong  and  erect  in  spite  of  the  years  which  it  car¬ 
ries  and  his  step  is'  still  firm  and  elastic.  There  is  not  a  day  that  he  doesn’t 
come  down  to  business.  He  doesn’t  concern  himself  about  details,  for  he  has 
left  these  to  others,  but  he  watches  closely  the  general  course  of  tr^de.  His 
whole  career  has  been  based  upon  the  cardinal  virtues  of  honesty,  industry  and  a 
liberal  application  of  common  sense  to  every  problem  that  arises.” 

On  one  occasion  when  questioned  as  to  the  cause  of  success  Mr.  Mandel¬ 
baum  replied :  “Work  alone  makes  success.  No  success  worth  while  comes 
without  work.  You  have  to  go  after  things  to  be  sure  of  getting  them.  They 
don’t  come  to  you.  Cultivate  common  sense.  You  come  to  lots  of  places  in  life 
and  in  business  where  you  are  in  doubt  about  which  way  to  turn.  Just  use  com¬ 
mon  sense  at  these  times ;  that  will  solve  most  problems.  Don’t  try  to  accumu¬ 
late  money  for  money’s  sake.  The  money  craving  is  not  an  uplifting  desire. 
Of  course  no  business  can  succeed  if  it  doesn’t  make  money,  but  the  mere  mak¬ 
ing  of  money  in  business  doesn’t  mean  success.  The  business  ought  to  be  an  ex- 
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pression  of  the  best  that  there  is  in  a  man.  A  man  ought  to  have  ideals  and  he 
ought  to  give  his  business  character.” 

Mr.  MandelbaunTs  life  has  been  the  exposition  of  his  own  theories  and  beliefs 
as  expressed  above  and  he  trained  his  sons  to  become  his  helpers  and  succes¬ 
sors.  He  has  always  been  a  believer  in  boys  and  he  early  made  of  his  sons  com¬ 
panions  and  confidants.  They  themselves  tell  of  their  delight  in  the  days,  when 
the  stores  were  closed,  and  they  walked  into  the  country  or  into  the  wooded 
parks  with  their  father  and  there  sat  down  with  him  to  talk  about  things  in 
business  and  outside  of  it.  Those  were  the  talks  of  friend  to  friend,  tinged  with 
the  counsel  of  a  good  father  and  one  wise  in  the  ways  of  the  world.  As  the  boys 
grew  older  they  were  given  responsibilities  to  bear,  being  intrusted  with  this  or 
that  duty  which  they  were  asked  to  faithfully  perform,  and  thus  when  they 
came  to  manhood  they  were  ready  for  admission  to  partnership  in  the  business. 
The  house  of  J.  Mandelbaum  &  Sons  is  today  not  only  the  oldest,  but  through¬ 
out  the  years  has  maintained  its  position  as  one  of  the  most  prominent  business 
establishments  of  Des  Moines,  and  as  success  has  come  to  him  Julius  Mandel- 
baum  has  made  large  and  extensive  investments  in  realty  and  in  bank  and  other 
stocks. 

On  the  31st  of  August,  1868,  in  Albany,  New  York,  Mr.  Mandelbaum  war* 
married  to  Miss  Mina  Mann,  who  died  June  13,  1899,  leaving  four  children: 
Morris,  who  is  associated  with  his  father  in  business ;  Lillian,  the  wife  of  Moses 
Cohem  of  Des  Moines;  Carrie,  the  wife  of  I.  J.  Wallerstein,  of  Richmond,  Vir¬ 
ginia  ;  and  Sidney,  who  married  Estelle  Wilchinski  and  is  also  a  member  of  the 
firm  of  J.  Mandelbaum  &  Sons.  The  father  was  formerly  the  honored  president 
of  Congregation  Benai  Yeshurum.  He  likewise  belongs  to  Capital  City  B.  B. 
Lodge,  a  national  Jewish  organization  founded  upon  benevolent  principles.  In 
politics  he  is  a  republican  but  has  never  sought  to  figure  prominently  in  public 
affairs.  He  is  a  modest,  unassuming  man,  whose  time  has  been  devoted  to  the 
welfare  of  his  family  and  his  business.  He  is,  however,  an  interesting  man  per¬ 
sonally,  and  one  who  has  well  learned  life's  lessons  and  put  them  to  practical 
account.  His  house  is  the  expression  of  himself,  his  ideals,  his  character  and  his 
quiet,  persistent  industry  and  ability. 


CHARLES  D.  HUTCHINSON. 

•  Charles  D.  Hutchinson,  who  for  sixteen  years  has  been  successfully  engaged 
in  gardening  in  South  Des  Moines,  is  a  native  of  England,  his  birth  having  oc¬ 
curred  on  the  30th  of  October,  1859.  The  parents,  Daniel  and  Sarah  (Ogden) 
Hutchinson,  were  also  natives  of  the  mother  country.  The  father  was  born 
April  24,  1831,  and  the  mother  January  10,  1833.  Daniel  Hutchinson  was  a 
candle  maker  by  trade,  but  for  a  period  of  more  than  fifty  years  was  employed 
in  a  wholesale  grocery  store.  He  died  in  his  native  land  on  the  7th  of  January, 
1911,  at  the  age  of  eighty  years. 

The  first  thirteen  years  in  the  life  of  Charles  D.  Hutchinson  were  spent  in 
his  birthplace,  in  the  common  schools  of  which  he  obtained  his  education.  At 
the  end  of  that  time,  however,  he  hired  out  as  a  farm  hand  by  the  month,  con¬ 
tinuing  in  that  occupation  until  he  had  attained  his  twenty-third  year,  when  he 
decided  that  America  afforded  much  better  possibilities  to  industrious  young  men 
than  the  more  conservative  mother  country,  so  took  passage  for  the  United 
States.  Upon  his  arrival  here  he  first  located  at  Darlington,  Wisconsin,  where 
he  worked  as  a  farm  hand  four  months  and  then  again  started  westward.  On 
the  30th  of  October,  1882,  he  came  to  Des  Moines  and  procured  employment  with 
Rollinson  Brothers,  on  their  truck  farm,  remaining  in  their  service  for  nine 
years.  The  spare  time  he  was  not  able  to  work  at  farming  during  that  period 
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he  devoted  to  learning  the  carpenter's  trade,  which  he  followed  for  five  years 
thereafter.  Prior  to  engaging  in  the  latter  occupation  he  had  invested  his  ac¬ 
cumulated  savings  in  ten  acres  of  land  in  South  Des  Moines,  upon  which,  when 
he  withdrew  from  carpentering,  he  erected  several  greenhousss,  which  he  began 
operating  in  1895  in  connection  with  a  truck  garden.  He  has  been  very  success¬ 
ful  in  his  venture  and  has  greatly  improved  his  place  during  the  period  of  his 
occupancy,  having  erected  a  nice  residence  and  barns  as  well  as  having  enlarged 
his  hothouses.  He  is  not  now  engaging  so  extensively  in  truck  farming  and  has 
disposed  of  all  but  three  acres  of  his  original  tract. 

On  the  28th  of  June,  1893,  Mr.  Hutchinson  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Carrie  Marie  Larsen,  a  daughter  of  Ole  S.  and  Anna  C.  Larsen,  natives  of  Den¬ 
mark,  who  emigrated  to  America  and  located  in  Nevada,  Iowa,  on  the  5th  of 
May,'  1867.  There  they  purchased  some  town  property,  upon  which  they  first 
settled,  but  soon  removed  to  a  farm  which  they  rented  and  cultivated  for  ten 
years.  In  1868  they  went  to  Hamilton  county  where  they  had  acquired  a  farm 
of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  which  they  immediately  began  clearing  and 
improving.  There  they  engaged  in  general  farming  and  stock-iaising  in  wh.ch 
they  met  with  success,  as  was  evidenced  by  the  erection  of  a  good  residence, 
substantial  barns  and  many  minor  improvements  which  were  made  dining  the 
passing  years.  Mr.  Larsen  disposed  of  his  homestead  in  1901  and  went  to  Mc- 
Callsburg  where  he  and  his  wife  enjoyed  for  eight  years  the  ease  and  comfot  t 
awarded  their  long  period  of  hard  work  and  self  denial.  On  the  17th  of  Sep¬ 
tember,  1909,  Airs.  Larsen  passed  away,  after  which  the  husband  left  his  home 
and  resided  with  Mrs.  Hutchinson  for  a  time  but  is  now  living  at  New  Hart¬ 
ford,  this  state,  where,  not  long  ago,  he  passed  the  seventy-second  anniversary 
of  his  birth.  But  one  child  has  been  born  unto  Air.  and  Airs.  Hutchinson,  Harold 

L.,  a  youth  of  fifteen  years  now  in  school.  _  _  r  n  ^  1  • 

The  family  attend  the  Presbyterian  church,  while  fraternally  Mr  Hut.chm 
son  affiliates  with  the  American  Yeomen.  In  matters  political  Mr.  Hutchinson 
has  always  given  his  support  to  the  republican  party.  He  does  not  take  a  par¬ 
ticularly  active  interest  in  matters  pertaining  to  local  government,,  however,  not 
being  an  aspirant  to  office  or  public  honors.  As  he  has  met  with  more  than 
average  success  during  the  period  of  his  residence  m  America,  Air.  Hutchinson 
has  never  regretted  the  transference  of  his  citizenship.  At  all  times  he  is  most 
loval  in  his  allegiance  to  the  United  States. 


C.  A.  ASHWORTH. 

C.  A.  Ashworth,  a  prominent  and  prosperous  agriculturist  of  Walnut  town¬ 
ship,  is  the  owner  of  four  hundred  and  ninety  acres  of  rich  and  arable  land 
in  Polk  and  Dallas  counties.  He  is  numbered  among  the  worthy  native  sons 
of  this  county,  his  birth  having  here  occurred  on  the  7th  of  March,  1869. 

His  father,  Abraham  Ashworth,  was  born  on  the  27th  of  December,  1830, 
in  Lancastershire,  England,  in  which  country  the  family  had  lived  for  eight 
centuries.  When  in  his  tenth  year  he  accompanied  his  parents,  on  their  emi¬ 
gration  to  the  United  States,  the  family  arriving  in  New  York  city  on  the  13th 
of  May,  1846.  They  eventually  settled  in  Salem,  New  Hampshire,  where  Abra¬ 
ham  Ashworth  attended  school  for  a  few  years,  or  until  his  parents  removed 
to  Waterville,  Vermont.  That  town  remained  their  home  until  1851,  when 
thev  came  to  Polk  county,  Iowa.  In  1859  Abraham  Ashworth  started  for  Cal 
ifornia  with  a  party  of  gold  seekers,  reaching  his  destination,  after  many  weary 
months  of  travel,  on  the  8th  of  October  following.  He  located  in  the.  town  of 
Eureka,  about  forty  miles  from  the  Oregon  line,  and  engaged  in  mining  until 
1861,  when  he  returned  home  by  way  of  the  Panama  route.  In  1862  he  en- 


260 


CITY  OF  DES  MOINES  AND  POLK  COUNTY 


listed  for  service  in  the  Civil  war  as  a  private  of  Company  E,  Twenty-third 
Iowa  Infantry,  and  the  first  engagement  in  which  he  participated  was  at  Port 
Gibson,  Mississippi,  where  the  Union  soldiers  encountered  and  defeated  a  por¬ 
tion  of  General  Pemberton’s  forces.  He  was  mustered  out  at  Harrisburg, 
Texas,  on  the  25th  of  July,  1865,  and  in  August  following  was  honorably  dis¬ 
charged  at  Davenport,  Iowa.  When  hostilities  had  ceased  he  returned  home 
and  worked  on  his  father’s  farm  until  the  time  of  his  marriage,  which  was  cele¬ 
brated  on  the  4th  of  November,  1866,  the  lady  of  his  choice  being  Miss  Mary 
Ellen  Mott.  She  was  a  native  of  New  York  and  a  daughter  of  Joseph  H.  and 
Mary  (Blanchard)  Mott,  who  were  likewise  born  in  the  Empire  state.  Mr. 
Ashworth’s  first  purchase  of  land  consisted  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  on 
section  8,  Walnut  township.  He  bought  grain  at  Ashwa  for  fourteen  years 
and  was  long  numbered  among  the  substantial  agriculturists  and  representative 
citizens  of  the  community.  His  demise  occurred  on  the  26th  of  April,  1891, 
while  his  wife  was  called  to  her  final  rest  on  the  12th  of  February,  1892. 

C.  A.  Ashworth  obtained  his  early  education  in  Walnut  township  and  sub¬ 
sequently  attended  the  college  at  Ames,  from  which  institution  he  was  gradu¬ 
ated  with  the  class  of  1889.  He  has  always  remained  on  the  home  farm  and 
when  his  parents  died  the  property  came  into  his  possession.  The  operation  of 
the  place  has  claimed  his  time  and  energies  continuously  since  and  the  well 
tilled  fields  annually  yield  abundant  harvests  as  a  reward  for  the  care  and 
labor  which  he  bestows  upon  them.  His  property  holdings  embrace  four  hun¬ 
dred  and  ninety  acres  of  valuable  land  in  Polk  and  Dallas  counties  and  he  also 
owns  a  brick  business  block  at  Valley  Junction.  He  is  likewise  a  director  of  the 
First  National  Bank  at  that  place. 

Mr.  Ashworth  has  been  married  twice.  On  the  14th  of  March,  1894,  he 
wedded  Miss  Mintie  Fidler,  a  daughter  of  Daniel  and  Mary  J.  Fidler,  natives  of 
Ohio.  She  passed  away,  however,  on  the  2d  of  November,  1896,  leaving  a 
daughter,  Mildred  H.,  who  is  now  fourteen  years  of  age.  On  the  17th  of* 
August,  1902,  Mr.  Ashworth  was  again  married,  his  second  union  being  with 
Miss  Belle  Morfoot,  a  daughter  of  Fred  Morfoot,  who  was  a  native  of  England. 
He  came  to  Iowa  at  an  early  day  and  here  followed  farming  throughout  the 
remainder  of  his  life. 

In  politics  Mr.  Ashworth  is  a  democrat,  while  fraternally  he  is  identified 
with  the  Masons,  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and  the  Modern  Wood¬ 
men  of  America.  His  wife  is  a  devoted  and  consistent  member  of  the  Metho¬ 
dist  church.  His  entire  life  has  been  spent  in  Polk  county  and  he  enjoys  a  wide 
and  favorable  acquaintance  within  its  borders,  his  genuine  personal  worth  and 
many  sterling  traits  of  character  having  won  him  the  confidence  and  regard  of 
all  with  whom  he  has  come  in  contact. 


THOMAS  BOYD. 

Coming  to  Des  Moines  in  1850,  Thomas  Boyd  was  thereafter  to  the  time  of 
his  death  a  prominent  and  valued  resident  of  the  city.  He  figured  for  many 
years  as  a  factor  in  leading  real-estate  circles  and  his  efforts  were  an  important 
element  in  the  substantial  growth  and  prosperity  here.  His  success  was  such 
that  in  his  later  years  he  was  enabled  to  live  retired  and  to  leave  to  his  family 
a  very  handsome  estate.  The  accumulation  of  wealth,  however,  was  never 
allowed  to  warp  his  kindly  nature  or  effect  him  in  his  relations  to  his  fellowmen 
and  his  splendid  traits  of  character  everywhere  commanded  the  good-will  and 
high  esteem  of  those  with  whom  he  came  in  contact. 

He  was  born  in  the.  town  of  Connersville,  Fayette  county,  Indiana,  in  1826. 
His  father,  James  Boyd,  was  a  native  of  Virginia  and  spent  his  boyhood  days 
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in  that  state,  where  he  married  Martilla  Harp.  Soon  afterward  they  sought  a 
home  in  the  middle  west,  becoming  pioneer  residents  of  Indiana.  James  Boyd 
had  served  his  country  as  a  soldier  in  the  second  war  with  England  and  took 
part  in  the  famous  battle  of  New  Orleans  under  General  Jackson,  where  the 
losses  of  the  American  troops,  entrenched  behind  breastworks  formed  by  bales 
of  cotton,  were  so  slight  that  this  was  termed  the  “tearless  battle.”  After 
living  for  some  time  in  Indiana,  Mr.  Boyd  removed  with  his  family  to  Scott 
county,  Illinois,  where  he  resided  for  many  years,  but  spent  his  last  days  in 
Pike  county,  Illinois.  His  wife  long  survived  him.  In  their  family  were  six 
children,  namely:  Mrs.  Elizabeth  L.  Kellogg,  Thomas,  John  B.,  Overton,  Ander¬ 
son  and  William. 

Thomas  Boyd  was  a  resident  of  Indiana  through  the  first  ten  years  of  his 
life  and  then  accompanied  his  parents  to  Scott  county,  Illinois.  He  was  six¬ 
teen  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  his  father’s  death  and  was  practically  thrown 
upon  his  own  resources  at  that  time.  Whatever  success  came  to  him  in  later 
years  was  attributable  entirely  to  his  own  labors  and  careful  management.  In 
1849,  accompanied  by  his  mother  and  youngest  brother,  he  came  to  Iowa  and  in 
the  following  spring  established  his  home  in  Des  Moines,  where  with  the  excep¬ 
tion  of  a  brief  period  of  two  years  he  continued  to  live  until  his  life’s  labors 
were  ended  in  death.  The  discovery  of  gold  in  California,  however,  attracted 
him  to  the  far  west  and  with  the  hope  of  winning  a  fortune  on  the  Pacific  slope 
he  traveled  to  the  mines.  In  the  spring  of  1850  his  brother  William  started 
from  his  home  in  Illinois  to  California,  and  it  was  also  in  that  year  that  Thomas 
Boyd  took  the  long  trip  across  the  plains  to  the  newly  discovered  goldfields. 
Neither  knew  of  the  intention  of  the  other  and  when  by  accident  they  met  in 
the  mining  regions  of  California,  the  meeting  was  a  most  joyous  surprise.  They 
spent  two  years  in  the  mining  camps  of  that  state  and  together  returned  by 
way  of  the  isthmus  route.  They  made  their  way  at  once  to  Polk  county,  Iowa, 
where  the  other  members  of  the  family  had  located  in  the  meantime.  For 
a  brief  period  they  resided  upon  a  farm  but  in  1853  both  brothers  became 
residents  of  the  capital  city,  where  William  engaged  in  the  harness  and  sad¬ 
dlery  business,  while  Thomas  Boyd  turned  his  attention  to  the  trade  of  a  carpen¬ 
ter  and  joiner.  He  was  connected  with  industrial  interests  for  only  a  brief 
period,  however,  when  he  took  up  the  real-estate  business,  and  few  men  have 
done  more  for  the  upbuilding  and  beautifying  of  the  city  than  Mr.  Boyd,  who 
put  forth  every  effort  to  promote  the  upbuilding  of  the  capital  along  substantial 
and  permanent  lines.  He  not  only  bought  and  sold  for  himself  and  others  but 
as  a  speculative  builder  added  much  to  the  appearance  of  the  place,  erecting 
many  residences  and  other  buildings.  From  time  to  time  he  made  investment 
in  real  estate  until  his  property  holdings  were  extensive  and  thus  he  left  his 
family  in  very  comfortable  circumstances. 

It  was  on  the  2d  of  January,  1856,  that  Mr.  Boyd  was  joined  in  wedlock  to 
Mrs.  Nancy  Homan,  who  was  born  in  Franklin  county,  Ohio,  and  was  a 
daughter  of  Henry  J.  and  Lucy  (Locket)  Johnson,  who  were  natives  of  the 
Blpe  Grass  state.  The  mother  died  during  the  infancy  of  her  daughter  and 
the  father  passed  away  when  Mrs.  Boyd  was  but  seven  years  of  age.  With  an 
uncle,  John  Pro  volt,  she  came  to  Des  Moines  in  1852  and  has  since  been  a 
resident  of  this  city,  covering  a  period  of  almost  fifty-nine  years.  A  few  years 
prior  to  his  death,  Mr.  Boyd  retired  from  active  business  life,  giving  his  atten¬ 
tion  to  the  supervision  of  his  property.  He  had  erected  buildings  on  Second, 
Third  and  Fourth  streets  and  as  far  as  Thirteenth  street  on  the  west  side,  and 
the  upbuilding  of  that  section  of  the  city  is  largely  attributable  to  him.  Aside 
from  business  he  took  an  active  and  helpful  interest  in  everything  pertaining  to 
the  welfare  and  progress  of  the  city,  cooperating  in  many  measures  which  were 
elements  in  public  progress.  For  over  a  half  century  he  affiliated  with  the 
Masonic  fraternity,  becoming  a  member  of  the  Scottish  Rite.  In  his  political 
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views  he  was  a  republican,  supporting-  that  party  until  his  death,  which  occurred 
September  7,  1905,  when  he  was  seventy-nine  years  of  age.  He  was  one  of 
nature’s  nobleman,  to  whom  anything  sordid  or  common  was  alien.  Progress 
and  improvement  were  the  keynote  of  his  character  and  were  not  only  mani¬ 
fest  in  material  things  but  also  in  his  social  relations  and  intellectual  advance¬ 
ment.  Mrs.  Boyd  still  makes  her  home  in  Des  Moines  and  with  the  assistance 
of  her  nephew,  Thomas  N.  Howard,  is  now  giving  her  attention  to  the  manage¬ 
ment  and  supervision  of  her  property. 


MILES  S.  ODLE. 

Not  only  in  the  more  common  work  of  the  profession  of  law  has  Miles  S. 
Odle  won  for  himself  a  creditable  name  and  position,  but  also  as  the  legal  cham¬ 
pion  of  the  cause  of  temperance.  In  this  branch  of  law  he  has  gained  a  posi¬ 
tion  which  has  won  for  him  the  respect,  indorsement  and  honor  of  all  who  admit 
the  evils  of  intemperance  and  seek  to  suppress  the  use  of  intoxicants.  Mr.  Odle 
is  known  as  a  stalwart  champion  of  the  cause  of  temperance,  and  is  an  opponent 
feared  by  all  who  do  not  hold  themselves  amenable  to  the  law  in  this  connection. 

A  native  of  eastern  Illinois  he  was  born  on  the  2d  of  November,  1878,  a  son 
of  Miles  Odle,  a  native  of  Indiana.  The  father  engaged  in  farming,  in  the  grain 
business  and  in  merchandising.  Following  the  Civil  war  he  removed  from  In¬ 
diana  to  Illinois,  where  he  still  makes  his  home,  but  during  the  period  of  hostilities 
he  served  for  three  years  and  three  months  as  a  member  of  Company  A,  Fif¬ 
teenth  Indiana  Infantry.  In  this  connection  he  participated  in  many  important 
battles,  taking  part  in  a  number  of  hotly  contested  engagements,  which  led  up 
to  the  final  victory  that  crowned  the  Union  arms.  Since  the  organization  of 
the  party  he  has  always  been  a  stalwart  advocate  of  republican  principles,  and  his 
fellow  townsmen,  recognizing  his  worth  and  public  spirit,  have  frequently  called 
him  to  office.  He  has  served  as  supervisor  for  a  number  of  years  and  in  other 
positions,  the  duties  of  which  he  has  discharged  with  promptness  and  fidelity 
His  wife  who  bore  the'  maiden  name  of  Sarah  E.  Hunter  is  also  a  native  of 
Indiana. 

In  the  public  schools  of  Illinois  Miles  S.  Odle  began  his  education  and  con¬ 
tinued  his  studies  in  Greer  College  at  Hoopeston,  Illinois,  gaining  a  liberal  lit¬ 
erary  education  to  serve  as  the  foundation  upon  which  to  rear  the  superstructure 
of  his  professional  learning.  He  took  up  the  study  of  law  in  Drake  University  at 
Des  Moines^  and  was  graduated  with  the  class  of  1907.  He  then  opened  an  office 
in  this  city  and  practiced  alone  until  September,  1910,  when  he  formed  a  partner¬ 
ship  with  Edgar  T.  Fee,  under  the  firm  name  of  Odle  &  Fee.  Since  the  1st  of 
September,  1907,  Mr.  Odle  has  occupied  the  position  of  state  attorney  for  the 
Anti-Saloon  League.  He  was  always  a  strong  temperance  advocate,  as  his  father 
has  also  been,  and  from  early  manhood  has  been  numbered  among  the  most 
active  workers  in  the  cause  of  temperance,  doing  much  to  reduce  the  number 
of  saloons.  In  his  legal  capacity  he  has  prosecuted  many  saloon  keepers,  and 
has  been  instrumental  in  causing  them  to  leave  various  districts,  thus  promoting 
law  and  order.  He  has  likewise  delivered  lectures  in  churches  and  other  public 
places  touching  upon  the  temperance  question  in  its  legal  and  practical  aspects, 
thus  arousing  interest  in  the  work  that  is  being  done  by  the  league. 

In  1901  Mr.  Odle  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Anna  Bingham,  a  native  of 
Illinois,  born  near  Bloomington.  They  have  two  children:  Geneva  Portia,  born 
January  1,  1902;  and  N.  Marlow,  born  September  20,  1907.  Mr.  Odle  belongs 
to  the  Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen  and  to  the  Yeomen,  while  his  religious 
faith  is  that  of  the  Christian  church,  believing  that  religious  belief  should  find  its 
expression  in  every  day  life  and  that  the  work  of  the  church  deals  as  well  with  the 
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practical  affairs  of  the  individual  and  not  merely  with  the  preparation  for  tD 
life  to  come.  He  has  taken  a  firm  stand  in  support  of  all  measures  which  tend 
to  advance  humanity,  reform  and  righteousness,  and  he  finds  in  his  profession 
an  avenue  for  great  activity  in  those  directions. 


FRANCIS  R.  KORNS. 

Francis  R.  Korns  is  a  successful  lawyer,  but  more  than  that,  he  is  a  citizen 
whose  worth  is  widely  acknowledged,  a  champion  of  progress  and  improvement, 
a  practical  worker  for  reform  and  advancement.  He  was  one  of  those  who 
labored  untiringly  and  persistently  for  the  adoption  of  the  Des  Moines  plan  of 
government  and  his  work  has  been  of  equal  worth  in  other  fields  wherein  the 
welfare  of  the  individual  and  the  community  are  at  stake.  A  native  of  Illinois. 
Mr.  Korns  was  born  in  Dixon,  January  i,  1873,  his  parents  being  Joseph  and 
Martha  (Moore)  Korns.  The  former,  a  farmer  by  occupation,  is  now  living 
retired.  He  is  descended  from  German  ancestry  and  at  an  early  day  his  people 
settled  in  Holmes  county,  Ohio,  where  he  was  born.  He  now  makes  his  home 
in  Dixon,  Illinois.  In  early  manhood  he  wedded  Martha  Moore,  also  a  repre¬ 
sentative  of  an  early  family  of  Holmes  county.  Her  death  occurred  November 
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Francis  R.  Korns  pursued  his  education  in  the  public  schools  of  Dixon,  spend¬ 
ing  three  years  as  a  high-school  student,  after  which  he  pursued  a  commercial 
course  in  Steinman  University,  devoting  his  time  to  bookkeeping  and  commercial 
mathematics.  Later  he  pursued  a  scientific  course  in  the  Northern  Illinois  Nor¬ 
mal,  also  at  Dixon,  and  was  graduated  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Science 
in  the  class  of  1894.  In  preparation  for  the  duties  of  an  active  professional  career 
he  read  law  for  three  years  in  the  office  and  under  the  direction  of  E.  E.  Win- 
gert,  at  Dixon,  and  was  also  a  student  under  Sol  H.  Bethea,  who  was  afterward 
United  States  district  attorney  and  began  the  prosecution  of  the  beef  trust.  He 
was  also  a  resident  of  Dixon,  but  is  now  deceased.  Subsequently  Mr.  Korns  be¬ 
came  a  student  in  Drake  University  at  Des  Moines  and  was  graduated  LL.  B.  in 
the  class  of  1899.  The  same  year  he  was  admitted  to  practice  in  the  courts  of 
this  state  and,  opening  an  office  in  the  capital  city  has  since  been  recognized  as  an 
able  and  influential  member  of  the  Des  Moines  bar.  In  1900  he  formed  a  part¬ 
nership  with  Roy  P.  Clark,  which  association  was  continued  until  1995;  the 
intervening  period  of  six  years  Mr.  Korns  has  practiced  alone,  specializing  in  in¬ 
surance  law.  His  pronounced  ability  in  this  field  has  gained  for  him  a  large  clien¬ 
tage  and  he  is  accounted  one  of  the  leading  lawyers  of  Des  Moines,  devoted  to 
the  interests  of  his  clients,  yet  never  forgetting  that  he  owes  a  still  higher  allegi¬ 
ance  to  the  majesty  of  the  law. 

In  matters  of  citizenship  Mr.  Korns  has  ever  taken  a  deep  and  helpful  interest 
cooperating  in  all  the  projects  and  movements  tending  to  benefit  and  upbuild 
municipal  interests.  He  was  the  first  secretary  of  the  committee  working  for  the 
Des  Moines  plan  of  government,  and  he  was  later  made  secretary  of  the  commit¬ 
tee  of  fifty  having  in  charge  the  petition  to  submit  the  adoption  of  the  plan  to  the 
voters  of  the  city.  His  labors  in  behalf  of  what  is  now  known  throughout  the 
country  as  the  Des  Moines  plan  of  government  were  practical  and  effective  forces 
in  its  support.  Many  of  his  ideas  were  embodied  therein  and  he  labored  un¬ 
ceasingly  for  the  adoption  of  what  he  believed  and  what  time  has  proven  to  be  an 
ideal  form  of  municipal  government.  He  was  made  chairman  of  the  executive 
campaign  committee  of  three  who  planned  the  campaign  toward  seeming  the 
adoption  of  the  Des  Moines  plan,  which  was  voted  on  June  20,  I9°7-  poe¬ 
tics  he  has  always  been  a  progressive  republican  but  not  an  insurgent.  He  has 
assisted  in  political  work  in  a  number  of  the  national  campaigns  and  he  believes 
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most  earnestly  in  advancement  and  improvement  in  politics  as  in  the  other  rela¬ 
tions  of  life.  Indeed,  in  every  relation  Mr.  Korns  has  held  to  high  ideals  and  has 
sought  the  adoption  of  practical  methods  in  their  accomplishment.  Fraternal!- 
he  is  connected  with  U.  S.  Grant  Camp,  No.  108,  M.  W.  A.,  and  is  now  head 
banker  of  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America,  which  is  the  largest  beneficiary 
society  of  the  world.  The  greater  part  of  the  time  he  has  the  entire  funds  of  the 
organization,  amounting  to  five  million  dollars,  deposited  in  his  own  name.  He 
is  a  past  consul  of  the  local  camp  and  is  also  well  known  in  Masonic  circles 
being  now  an  official  of  the  Scottish  Rite  bodies  in  Des  Moines.  He  has  lectured 
in  behalf  of  these  different  fraternal  organizations  and  no  man  is  more  familiar 
with  their  workings,  their  objects  and  the  basic  principles  which  govern  them. 
He  is  likewise  connected  with  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  the  Modern  Brotherhood 
of  America  and  the  Brotherhood  of  American  Yeomen,  being  chairman  of  the 
law  committee  of  the  last  named.  He  belongs  to  the  Hyperion  Club  and  the  Grant 
Club,  two  of  the  leading  organizations  of  the  city,  and  is  a  trustee  of  the  Drake 
University.  His  interests  are  thus  broad  and  varied,  touching  many  activities 
which  bear  directly  upon  the  welfare  and  progress  of  the  city  and  the  individual. 

On  the  31st  of  August,  1899,  in  Washington,  Illinois,  Mr.  Korns  was  mar¬ 
ried  to  Miss  Luella  Cress,  a  daughter  of  Payton  Cress,  who  was  born  in  that 
city,  where  the  family  is  very  prominent  and  influential.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Korns 
now  have  one  son,  Richard  Francis,  who  was  born  in  Des  Moines,  January  12, 
1909.  The  family  are  members  of  the  Christian  church  and  are  prominent  in 
the  social  life  of  the  capital.  Mr.  Korns  is  a  man  of  determined  purpose,  who 
accomplishes  what  he  undertakes,  and  his  methods  are  such  as  at  all  times  will 
bear  the  closest  investigation  and  scrutiny.  His  genuine  worth  commends  him 
to  the  confidence  and  high  regard  of  all  who  know  him  and  his  ability  and  in¬ 
fluence  have  made  him  a  power  in  those  fields  of  activity  where  progress  is  en¬ 
couraged  and  public  good  is  promoted. 


HIRAM  B.  CONKLING. 

In  the  death  of  Hiram  B.  Conkling,  January  15,  1909,  Des  Moines  lost  one 
of  its  most  respected  citizens — a  man  who  for  more  than  twenty-five  years  was 
closely  identified  with  the  best  interests  of  the  city  and  who  was  ever  actuated 
by  a  most  laudable  desire  to  promote  the  welfare  of  all  with  whom  he  was 
associated.  He  was  born  at  Collomsville,  Pennsylvania,  in  1837.  He  was  edu¬ 
cated  in  his  native  state  and  in  his  young  manhood  learned  the  carpenter’s  trade, 
removing  to  Greencastle,  Indiana,  where  he  worked  at  his  trade  and  subsequently 
engaged  in  business  successfully  as  a  contractor.  He  was  a  man  of  good  taste 
and  inclined  toward  artistic  pursuits,  finding  expression  for  his  special  talent 
after  arriving  in  Des  Moines,  in  1881,  by  engaging  in  the  business  of  photog¬ 
raphy.  He  was  one  of  the  first  skilled  photographers  of  the  city,  and  becoming 
recognized  as  one  of  the  leaders  in  his  line,  attracted  an  extensive  patronage, 
not  only  from  the  people  of  the  city,  but  from  the  surrounding  country.  He 
continued  actively  in  this  vocation  until  a  year  before  his  death,  when  he  re¬ 
tired,  having  accumulated  a  competence.  He  was  the  builder  and  owner  of  the 
Conkling  building  on  Walnut  street  and  also  made  other  paying  investments. 

In  i860  Mr.  Conkling  was  united  in  marriage  in  Putnam  county,  Indiana, 
to  Miss  Sarah  M.  Ellis,  and  three  children  have  blessed  this  union,  namely :  Will¬ 
iam  R.,  now  in  the  oil  business  at  Jennings,  Louisiana;  Daniel  W.,  who  suc¬ 
ceeded  his  father  in  the  photographing  business  in  Des  Moines ;  and  Lila  Marie, 
now  Mrs.  Albright,  of  this  city. 

Mr.  Conkling  was  recognized  as  a  man  of  large  public  spirit  who  felt  it  to 
be  the  duty  of  every  citizen  to  take  an  active  interest  in  the  affairs  of  the  con' 
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murtity,  and  in  his  own  life  he  consistently  carried  out  his  idea.  His  voice  and 
influence  were  always  in  behalf  of  well  established  principles  of  a  municipal 
government.  He  was  also  in  favor  of  making  the  city  more  attractive,  both  as 
a  place  of  residence  and  business.  Politically  he  was  in  hearty  sympathy  with 
the  democratic  party  and  fraternally  he  was  connected  with  the  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows.  He  was  not  identified  with  any  religious  denomination 
but  was  friendly  toward  them  all,  being  an  attendant  of  the  Baptist  church. 
Mrs.  Conkling  continues  to  make  her  home  in  the  comfortable  family  residence 
on  Penn  avenue. 


WILLIAM  BARTHOLOMEW  BROWN. 

William  Bartholomew  Brown  has  for  sixteen  years  engaged  in  the  practice 
of  law  in  Des  Moines  and  as  success  goes  has  had  a  fair  measure  of  it.  Wealth 
in  moderation,  the  respect  of  his  fellowmen,  the  love  of  friends  and  family  are 
his  and  he  finds  his  companionship  among  the  men  whose  intellects  make  them 
worth  while.  Born  in  Piper  City,  Ford  county,  Illinois,  in  1867,  Mr.  Brown  is  a 
direct  descendant  in  the  seventh  generation  of  John  Brown  of  Priest-Hill,  Ayre- 
shire,  Scotland,  known  in  Scottish  history  as  the  Christian  Carrier.  He  was 
born  in  1625  and  died  in  1685.  He  suffered  martyrdom  for  his  religion  and  his 
cruel  murder  by  Claverhouse  is  narrated  in  every  history  of  Scotland.  John 
Brown,  the  great-grandfather  of  William  B.  Brown,  was  a  soldier  in  the  Penn¬ 
sylvania  militia  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  enlisting  from  Cumberland  county. 
James  Brown,  the  father,  was  born  on  a  farm  on  Ash  Ridge,  near  Carlisle, 
Brown  county,  Ohio,  on  the  2d  of  July,  1835,  and  was  a  well  educated  man  for 
his  time,  having  supplemented  his  district  school  course  by  study  in  Xenia,  Ohio,  • 
and  at  Muskingum  College,  New  Concord,  Ohio.  Later  he  took  up  the  profes¬ 
sion  of  teaching  which  he  followed  for  several  terms  in  Brown  and  Adams 
counties,  Ohio,  and  at  Bolivar,  Missouri.  Following  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil 
war,  however,  he  put  aside  personal  considerations  and  enlisted  in  a  company 
which  was  organized  by  his  brother,  Colonel  William  B.  Brown,  who  lost  his 
life  at  the  battle  of  Atlanta.  This  company  became  known  as  Company  A, 
Seventieth  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry  and  was  part  of  the  Fifteenth  Army  Corps’ 

It  was  on  the  10th  of  October,  1861,  that  James  Brown  joined  that  command 
and  on  the  1 8th  of  the  same  month  was  appointed  orderly  sergeant.  Promotion 
followed  from  time  to  time  and  he  was  commissioned  second  lieutenant  July  14, 
1862;  first  lieutenant,  February  7,  1863;  captain,  March  11,  1864;  and  major’ 
November  18,  1864.  With  the  last  named  rank  he  continued  to  serve  until 
honorably  discharged  on  the  14th  of  August,  1865.  He  was  wounded  in  the 
knee  and  had  the  end  of  his  finger  shot  off  at  the  battle  of  Shiloh  on  the  6th 
of  April,  1862.  He  also  sustained  a  serious  wound  in  the  forearm  at  the  battle 
of  Peach  Tree  creek,  July  22,  1864,  while  en  route  to  Atlanta.  He  was  then 
granted  a  furlough  and  returned  home  but  as  soon  as  his  wounds  would  permit 
went  again  to  the  front  and  was  with  Sherman  on  his  march  from  Atlanta  to 
the  sea.  It  is  believed  that  he  was  the  first  man  to  enter  the  fort  at  the  storming 
of  Fort  McAllister,  near  Savannah,  and  he  received  official  commendation  for 
bravery.  The  hardships  of  war  greatly  underminded  his  health  and  undoubt¬ 
edly  hastened  his  death.  After  the  war,  in  1865,  he  removed  to  Ford  county, 
Illinois,  settling  first  in  Piper  City  and  later  in  Paxton,  during  which  periods 
he  was  engaged  in  teaching  school.  He  also  followed  farming  and  for  two  terms 
filled  the  position  of  county  superintendent  of  public  instruction.  In  1867  he 
was  elected  justice  of  the  peace  and  in  that  office  rendered  decisions  which  were 
strictly  fair  and  impartial.  In  1871  he  removed  to  Chicago  and  following  his 
admission  to  the  bar  there  engaged  in  the  practice  of  law  until  his  death,  which 
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occurred  on  the  13th  of  May,  1876.  At  the  time  of  his  demise  he  was  a  member 
and  elder  of  the  First  United  Presbyterian  church.  His  life  was  an  exemplifica¬ 
tion  of  Christian  manhood  and  citizenship  and  his  death  was  the  occasion  of 
deep  regret  among  his  many  friends.  His  wife,  who  bore  the  maiden  name  of 
Rachel  Fenton,  was  born  in  Winchester,  Ohio,  and  following  her  husband’s 
death  left  Chicago,  taking  her  children  with  her  to  her  native  town.  There  she 
remained  until  1880,  when,  desirous  of  educating  her  children  in  city  schools, 
she  came  again  to  Chicago  and  by  strenuous  effort  provided  for  her  family, 
keeping  her  children  together  until  they  were  reared  and  educated.  She  has 
been  a  most  kind-hearted,  generous  woman,  her  life  being  an  exemplification  of 
the  spirit  of  helpfulness.  She  has  ever  been  a  sincere  Christian  who  finds  her 
greatest  happiness  and  consolation  in  her  study  of  the  Bible.  Ambitious  for  her 
children,  she  counted  no  personal  sacrifice  too  great  if  it  would  promote  the  in¬ 
terests  and  welfare  of  her  son  and  daughters.  In  the  qualities  of  energy,  cour¬ 
age  and  determination  she  has  every  essential  that  a  loving  mother  could  possess. 
Now  in  the  evening  of  her  days  she  is  able  to  take  life  easier  and  spends  her 
time  happily  in  the  companionship  of  her  children  and  grandchildren.  She  has 
many  times  expressed  the  wish  that  when  she  is  called  from  this  world  she  may 
be  laid  to  rest  in  the  old  cemetery  at  Winchester,  Ohio,  beside  her  parents, 
brothers  and  sisters.  She  now  has  the  most  filial  love  and  devotion  of  her 
children  who  were  five  in  number,  three  of  whom  are  yet  living:  Albertine 
Fenton,  born  April  1,  1866;  William  Bartholomew,  born  November  17,  1867; 
and  Lucy  Jane,  born  November  26,  1870.  The  eldest,  Mary  Fitzgerald,  born 
November  18,  1864,  died  on  the  27th  of  December  of  that  year,  and  James  Ken¬ 
dall,  who  was  born  February  2,  1872,  passed  away  on  the  3d  of  March  following. 

On  the  pages  of  ancestral  history  appear  the  names  of  three  of  the  ancestors 
of  William  Bartholomew^  Brown  who  were  soldiers  in  the  Revolutionary  war, 

•  his  paternal  great-grandfathers,  Bartholomew  Fitzgerald  and  William  Brown, 
and  maternal  great-grandfather,  John  Lawrence.  William  B.  Brown  was  a 
pupil  in  the  public  schools  of  Winchester,  Ohio,  and  Chicago,  Illinois,  and  also 
attended  Washburn  College  at  Topeka,  Kansas,  for  three  years,  being  graduated 
from  its  preparatory  department  in  1892,  after  which  he  pursued  a  special  col¬ 
legiate  course  and  then  took  up  the  study  of  law,  being  admitted  to  the  bar  at 
Topeka  in  1894.  He  afterward  attended  the  Yale  Law  School  in  New  Haven, 
Connecticut,  and  was  graduated  with  honors  in  1895  in  a  class  numbering  ninety- 
five  members.  In  the  year  of  his  graduation  he  located  in  Des  Moines  where 
he  has  since  continued  in  the  practice  of  law,  covering  a  period  of  sixteen  years 
in  which  experience  has  brought  about  constantly  increasing  ability  that  finds 
its  recognition  in  a  large  and  distinctively  representative  clientage. 

On  the  15th  of  October,  1902,  in  Des  Moines,  Mr.  Brown  was  married  to 
Miss  Susan  Higgins  Van  Liew,  who  was  born  at  Three  Bridges,  Hunterdon 
county,  New  Jersey,  February  14,  1872,  a  daughter  of  John  D.  and  Elizabeth  Bei¬ 
lis  (Kuhl)  Van  Liew,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  New  Jersey  and  were  of 
Holland  descent.  At  least  two  of  Mrs.  Brown’s  great-grandfathers  were  soldiers  of 
the  Revolutionary  war.  Prior  to  her  marriage  she  was  a  capable  clerk  with  one  of 
the  large  law  firms  of  Des  Moines  and  turned  from  office  work  to  take  up  the 
duties  of  her  own  household,  capably  managing  its  affairs  and  proving  herself 
a  devoted  wife  and  mother.  The  marriage  has  been  blessed  with  five  children : 
Susan  Van  Liew,  born  July  15,  1903;  William  Bartholomew,  born  August  15, 
1904;  Elizabeth  Kuhl,  born  February  27,  1907;  Rachel  Fenton,  born  November 
11,  1Q09;  and  a  son,  unnamed,  born  and  died  November  11,  1909. 

Mr.  Brown  is  an  active  republican,  interested  in  the  development  of  the 
political  situation  and  holding  progressive  thoughts  upon  many  vital  questions. 
Moreover  he  takes  an  active  interest  in  civic  affairs  and  his  influence  is  found 
on  the  side  of  practical  reform  and  advancement.  He  belongs  to  the  West¬ 
minister  Presbyterian  church  of  Des  Moines  of  which  he  is  serving  as  elder 
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and  trustee.  He  is  also  a  blue  lodge  Mason  and  a  heriditary  companion  of  the 
first  class  in  the  Loyal  Legion  by  inheritance  from  a  deceased  officer,  his  father. 
Major  James  Brown.  As  previously  stated  he  is  also  entitled  to  membership 
with  the  Sons  of  the  American  Revolution.  He  is,  however,  preeminently  a 
home  man  and  the  greatest  pleasure  of  life  comes  to  him  through  the  association 
of  members  of  his  own  family. 


CHARLES  H.  PHILPOTT. 

Charles  H.  Philpott,  of  Des  Moines,  generally  succeeds  in  what'  he  under¬ 
takes,  as  he  engages  in  nothing  to  which  he  cannot  give  his  undivided  attention, 
and  by  education,  training  and  natural  ability  he  is  remarkably  well  qualified  for 
a  business  career.  He  was  born  at  New  London,  Henry  county,  Iowa,  May  22, 
i860,  a  son  of  Dr.  James  Harvey  and  Louisa  Melissa  (Larrar)  Philpott,  the 
latter  of  whom  was  born  in  Vermont  in  1831.  The  father  was  a  native  of  Ken¬ 
tucky  and  was  born  in  1828.  He  came  to  Iowa  in  1840  and  after  thoroughly 
preparing  for  his  profession  engaged  in  practice  for  many  years  at  New  London. 
He  departed  this  life  in  1905,  at  the  age  of  seventy-seven  years.  Lour  children 
were  born  to  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Philpott,  two  of  whom  are  now  living,  namely :  John 
W.,  who  married  Miss  Lou  Bollinger  and  is  now  engaged  in  the  practice  of 
medicine  at  Fort  Madison,  Iowa;  and  Charles  H.,  the  subject  of  this  review. 

Charles  H.  Philpott  was  reared  under  highly  favorable  conditions  and  re¬ 
ceived  his  preliminary  education  in  the  common  schools  of  his  native  town  and 
at  an  academy  at  Mount  Pleasant.  Having  determined  to  follow  in  the  foot¬ 
steps  of  his  father,  he  matriculated  in  the  medical  department  of  the  State  Uni¬ 
versity  at  Iowa  City,  from  which  he  was  graduated  with  the  degree  of  M.  D. 
in  1882.  He  immediately  began  practice  at  Ottumwa,  where  he  continued  for 
twelve  years,  attaining  a  high  reputation  in  both  medicine  and  surgery.  He  be¬ 
came  surgeon  for  four  railroads,  but  on  account  of  an  attack  of  septicaemia,  which 
resulted  from  a  surgical  operation  which  he  performed  in  one  of  the  hospitp 
his  health  was  seriously  impaired  and  he  retired  from  the  practice  of  medicinr 
to  engage  in  a  line  of  work  that  would  enable  him  to  spend  a  large  part  of  his 
time  outdoors.  In  1896  he  came  to  Des  Moines  as  state  manager  for  the  Fidelit 
Mutual  Life  Insurance  Company  of  Philadelphia,  and  succeeded  so  well  that  two 
years  later  he  was  promoted  to  the  position  of  agency  director  for  the  United 
States  with  headquarters  in  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania.  He  removed  to  the  eas 
and  continued  to  reside  there  until  1903,  when  he  accepted  the  position  of  vice 
president  of  the  Des  Moines  Life  Insurance  Company.  After  five  years  of  con- 
scientiousj  application  he  resigned  in  order  to  devote  his  attention  to  the  real 
estate  and  loan  business,  still  continuing,  however,  as  a  director  of  the  com¬ 
pany.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  Inter  State  Busi¬ 
ness  Men’s  Accident  Association  and  the  Corn  Belt  Land  &  Loan  Company.  He 
is  now  engaged  in  handling  loans  extensively  and  also  in  looking  after  his  own 
properties.  He  has  assisted  very  materially  in  the  upbuilding  of  the  city  and  is 
thoroughly  alive  as  to  its  future  possibilities,  having  platted  Westover,  White¬ 
hall,  Colonial  Acres  and  Roseland  additions,  upon  which  a  number  of  elegant 
homes  have  been  built.  He  is  now  arranging  to  erect  a  fine  residence  for  himself 
on  fifteen  beautifully  wooded  acres  at  Dotwood  Station,  Urbandale  car  line,  near 
Beaver  avenue. 

Mr.  Philpott  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Eva  E.  Smith,  a  daughter  of 
Rev.  U.  B.  and  Harriett  R.  Smith.  The  father  is  a  minister  of  the  Methodist 
church  and  is  now  one  of  the  oldest  members  of  the  Iowa  conference  and  su¬ 
perintendent  of  the  American  Home  Binding  Association.  He  holds  the  record 
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•of  not  having  missed  a  single  session  of  the  conference  for  over  forty  years  and 
is  justly  regarded  as  one  of  the  highly  valuable  workers  in  the  denomination. 

Mr.  Philpott  has  a  host  of  friends  in  Des  Moines  and  is  known  as  a  man  of 
strictest  integrity,  whose  word  is  as  good  as  his  bond.  His  sterling  honesty  is 
unquestioned,  for  it  has  been  demonstrated  on  more  than  one  occasion,  and  the 
enviable  reputation  he  has  acquired  is  much  more  to  be  desired  than  mere  accu¬ 
mulation  of  wealth.  He  gives  his  political  allegiance  to  the  republican  party  and 
religiously  is  identified  with  the  Presbyterian  church.  Socially  he  is  quite  promi¬ 
nent,  being  connected  with  the  various  Masonic  bodies,  including  the  lodge,  chap¬ 
ter,  council,  commandery  and  Shrine,  and  also  with  the  Country,  Grant  and  Des 
Moines  Club. 


JUDGE  CHESTER  CICERO  COLE. 

Judge  Chester  Cicero  Cole,  who  is  regarded  as  the  peer  of  the  ablest  of  the 
men  who  have  constituted  the  court  of  last  resort  in  Iowa,  is  now  living  retired 
in  Des  Moines,  honored  and  respected  wherever  he  is  known  and  most  of  all 
where  he  is  best  known.  His  life  history  constitutes  an  important  chapter  in  the 
annals  of  city  and  state.  He  was  born  in  Oxford,  Chenango  county,  New  York, 
June  4,  1824,  and  has  therefore  passed  the  eighty-seventh  milestone  on  life’s 
journey.  His  parents  were  Samuel  and  Alee  (Pullman)  Cole,  the  former  a  na¬ 
tive  of  Connecticut  and  the  latter  of  Rhode  Island.  The  ancestry  of  the  family 
can  be  traced  back  to  John  Cole,  who  was  born  in  England  in  1670  and  came  to 
America  at  an  early  day,  settling  at  Rehoboth,  now  Secunk,  Rhode  Island.  His 
son,  John  Cole,  Jr.,  was  born  in  England  about  1705  and  came  to  America  with 
his  father.  His  first  wife  was  a  sister  of  Benjamin  Franklin.  For  his  second 
wife  he  chose  Mary  Bowen  and  they  had  five  children.  Their  second  son  was 
Thomas  Cole,  who  was  born  in  Sterling,  Connecticut,  August  25,  1735,  and  died 
in  Oxford,  New  York,  October  25,  1827.  He  was  married  December  7,  1757, 
to  Miriam  Kinne,  who  was  born  in  1737  and  died  in  Oxford,  New  York,  Decem¬ 
ber  15,  1827.  Their  married  life  covered  almost  seventy  years.  They  had  ten 
children,  of  whom  nine  married  and  had  children.  Their  living  descendants  at 
one  time  numbered  one  hundred  and  fifty,  including  five  children,  fifty-eight 
grandchildren,  eighty-two  great-grandchildren  and  five  great-great-grandchildren. 
The  Chenango  Republican  of  November  27,  1827,  had  the  following  regarding 
Thomas  Cole :  “His  days  were  industriously  spent  in  the  pursuit  of  agriculture. 
He  was  exemplary  in  his  morals  and  just  in  his  dealings.  The  wear  of  time  had 
so  enfeebled  his  nerves  that  he  was  confined  to  his  bed  nine  days  before  his  death, 
and  we  may  with  propriety  quote  the  words  of  the  Poet  as  applicable : 

‘Of  no  distemper,  of  no  blast  he  died, 

But  fell  like  autumn  fruit  that  mellowed  long ; 

E’en  wondered  at,  because  he  falls  no  sooner. 

Fate  seemed  to  wind  him  up  for  four  score  years, 

Yet  freshly  ran  he  on,  twelve  winters  more, 

Till  like  a  clock  worn  out  with  beating  time 
The  wheels  of  weary  life  at  last  stood  still.’  ” 

His  children  were:  Amos,  born  in  Sterling,  Connecticut,  November  16,  1759; 
Miriam ;  Eunice,  born  March  12,  1765  ;  Thomas,  October  10,  1768;  Spencer;  Levi; 
Samuel;  Silas;  Jeremy;  and  Mary.  The  seventh  in  order  of  birth,  Samuel  Cole, 
was  born  in  Sterling,  Connecticut,  July  23,  1775,  and  on  the  20th  of  December, 
1798,  married  Alee  Pullman,  who  was  born  in  West  Greenwich,  Rhode  Island, 
June  22,  1783.  His  death  occurred  in  Oxford,  New  York,  November  8,  1832, 
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and  his  wife  passed  away  in  Empire,  Illinois,  January  21,  1858.  The  remains  of 
both  were  interred  at  Norwich,  New  York.  Their  children  were  eleven  in  num¬ 
ber.  Eunice,  born  in  Sterling.  Connecticut,  July  9,  1800,  was  married  November 
19,  1818,  to  Lyman  Wilcox  and  passed  away  at  Oxford,  New  York,  June  17,  1820. 
Calvin  Cole,  the  second,  born  in  Sterling,  Connecticut,  September  1,  1802,  was 
married  in  Oxford,  New  York,  February  24,  1830,  to  Fayette  Balcom.  Her  death 
occurred  April  1,  1879,  and  Calvin  Cole  passed  away  May  10,  1882.  Hannah  L. 
Cole,  the  third  of  the  family,  born  in  Sterling,  Connecticut,  November  1,  1804, 
was  married  October  (or  November)  19,  1821,  to  Charles  Hancock  and  died  in 
Creston,  New  York,  April  15,  1826.  Prudence  Cole,  born  in  Sterling,  Connecticut, 
January  7,  1807,  was  married  in  Oxford,  New  York,  to  Levi  Blackman,  June  28, 
1829,  and  died  November  2,  1832.  Spencer  Cole,  born  in  Sterling,  Connecticut, 
March  1,  1809,  was  married  at  Clinton,  New  York,  October  8,  1839,  to  Almeda 
Hoilister,  and  for  his  second  wife  chose  Mrs.  Louisa  H.  Clarke,  the  widow  of 
Peter  Clarke  and  a  daughter  of  Welcom  U.  Chase,  of  Amsterdam,  New  York. 
Their  marriage  occurred  September  18,  1856.  Spencer  Cole  died  in  Salem,  Wis¬ 
consin,  April  7,  1863,  and  his  second  wife  survived  until  September  3,  1873.  Na- 
thaniel  Cole,  born  in  Sterling,  Connecticut,  November  14,  1810,  died  March  25, 
1811.  Phoebe  Ann  Cole,  born  in  Sterling,  Connecticut,  April  14,  1813,  was  mar¬ 
ried  October  12,  1828,  to  Asa  Fanning,  who  died  at  Union,  New  York,  July  7, 
1863.  His  widow  afterward  became  the  wife  of  Ambrose  Taylor,  who  died 
March  10,  1878,  while  Mrs.  Taylor  passed  away  in  Sterling,  Illinois,  April  4, 
1890.  Rachel  Cole,  born  in  Oxford,  New  York,  April  11,  1816,  was  married 
April  15,  1834,  to  Joel  Llarvey,  who  died  in  Sterling,  Illinois,  September  3,  1875,. 
while  Mrs.  Harvey  survived  until  March  26,  1892,  also  passing  away  in  Sterling. 
Charles  Augustus  Cole,  born  in  Oxford,  New  York,  May  29,  1818,  was  married 
in  1843  to  Sarah  Claricy  Rice,  and  died  in  Clinton,  Iowa,  September  26,  1862, 
while  his  wife  died  June  3,  1885.  William  Henry  Cole,  born  in  Oxford,  New 
York,  June  23,  1820,  was  married  in  Albany,  Illinois,  December  27,  1845,  to 
Susanna  Woodman  Boynton,  who  died  February  28,  1847.  William  H.  Cole  was 
afterward  married  in  Baltimore,  Maryland,  September  20,  1849, 'to  Ellen  Ireland 
Graham,  who  was  born  June  7,  1824,  and  was  the  widow  of  Richard  Graham. 
William  H.  Cole  died  December  28,  1909. 

The  youngest  and  only  surviving  member  of  the  family  of  Samuel  and  Alee 
Cole  is  Judge  Chester  C.  Cole,  of  this  review.  At  the  usual  age  he  entered  the 
public  schools  of  his  native  village  and  afterward  attended  the  Oxford  Academy. 
He  lived  upon  the  farm  until  thirteen  years  of  age,  at  which  time  he  began  clerk¬ 
ing  in  a  store  in  Oxford,  and  was  thus  employed  until  eighteen  years  of  age. 
Realizing  the  need  and  value  of  education,  he  then  resumed  his  studies,  pursuing 
an  academic  course  and  later  spending  two  years  in  reading  law  in  the  office  of 
Judge  Balcom,  who  was  a  relative  and  a  judge  of  the  supreme  court  of  New 
York.  Subsequently  he  matriculated  in  the  Harvard  Law  School  at  Cambridge, 
Massachusetts,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1848.  Seeking  a  favorable  loca¬ 
tion  for  practice,  he  went  to  Marion,  Kentucky,  where  he  displayed  marked 
ability  and  won  recognition  and  success.  The  Kentucky  bar  has  always  been  dis¬ 
tinguished  because  of  the  ability  of  its  representatives  and  that  Judge  Cole  won 
advancement  there  indicates  clearly  the  power  and  talent  which  he  displayed  in 
the  conduct  of  his  cases  before  the  courts.  In  1857,  however,  he  sought  a  wider 
field  and  choosing  Des  Moines  as  his  home  has  since  remained  in  this  city  and  for 
sixty-three  years  was  accounted  one  of  the  most  active  as  well  as  one  of  the  most 
distinguished  representatives  of  the  bar.  He  at  once  took  a  leading  place 
among  his  associates  and  practiced  here  for  over  fifty-four  years.  He  practiced 
altogether  for  sixty-three  years,  spending  over  fifteen  years  on  the  bench.  Only 
two  years  after  his  arrival  he  was  nominated  by  the  democrats  for  the  position 
of  judge  of  the  supreme  court  but  at  that  time  met  defeat.  In  the  next  year,  i860, 

he  was  nominated  for  congress  but  was  defeated,  owing  to  the  much  greater 
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strength  of  the  republican  party  in  this  district,  this  being  the  year  Lincoln  was 
elected  President.  He  was  then  a  Douglas  democrat  and  strong  Union  man  and 
gave  freely  of  his  time  and  money  to  raise  troops  for  the  war  and  to  support  the 
cause  in  which  he  so  firmly  believed.  In  recognition  of  the  splendid  work  which 
he  did  as  an  advocate  of  the  Union,  Governor  Stone  in  1864  appointed  him  one 
of  the  justices  of  the  supreme  court.  The  people  of  the  state  heartily  indorsed 
his  appointment  by  twice  reelecting  him  to  the  same  position.  His  term  on  the 
bench  was  distinguished  by  the  highest  legal  ability.  To  wear  the  ermine  worthily 
it  is  not  enough  that  one  possess  legal  acumen,  is  learned  in  the  principles  of  juris¬ 
prudence,  familiar  with  precedent  and  thoroughly  honest.  Many  men,  even  when 
acting  uprightly,  are  wholly  unable  to  divest  themselves  of  prejudice  and  are 
unconsciously  warped  in  their  judgment  by  their  own  mental  characteristics  or 

This  unconscious  and  variable  disturbing  force  enters 
ert s  of  all  men  but  in  the  ideal  jurist  this  factor  be- 
'ernibie  in  results  and  loses  its  potency  as  a  dis- 
s  exceptionally  free  from  all  judicial  bias.  His 
e  experience  in  the  courts,  the  patient  care  with 
cts  bearing  upon  every  case  which  came  before 
,'ty  and  exhaustiveness  from  which  no  members  of 
He  has  been  commented  upon  by  members  of  the 
~>s  and  perspicuous  character  of  his  opinions  which 
Is  of  appellate  judicial  decisions. 

Upon  his  resignf.  0  -from  the  bench  Judge  Cole  entered  upon  the  private  prac¬ 
tice  of  his  profession,  L>g  \y  giving  his  attention  to  the  work  of  the  federal  courts 
for  several  years.  H  as  at  once  accorded  an  extensive  clientele  and  proved  no 
less  powerful  and  able  as  a  lawyer  than  as  a  judge.  After  some  time  he  formed 
a  partnership  under  the  firm  name  of  Cole,  McVey  &  Clark  and  later  Mr.  Clark 
was  succeeded  by  M  Cheshire.  This  relation  was  maintained  until  Judge  Cole’s 
retirement  from  the:  m.  On  June  4,  1911,  the  87th  anniversary  of  his  birth  he 
announced  his  freedom  and  retired  from  law  practice.  In  1892  he  was  chosen 
dean  of  the  Iowa  College  of  Law,  a  department  of  Drake  University,  and  con¬ 
tinued  in  that  position  for  a  number  of  years.  In  1865  Judge  Cole,  with  George 
G.  Wright,  one  of  his  court  associates,  organized  the  Iowa  College  of  Law  at 
Des  Moines,  which  at  once  gave  promise  of  great  success.  The  first  class  con¬ 
sisted  of  fifteen  students  and  it  is  safe  to  say  no  class  ever  received  more  com¬ 
plete,  liberal  or  valuable  instruction.  A  favorite  with  young  men  and  preemi¬ 
nently  a  scholar.  Judge  Cole  had  the  happy  faculty  of  expressing  his  views  in  at¬ 
tractive  form.  The  school  graduated  three  classes.  In  the  meantime  steps  were 
being  taken  by  the  regents  of  the  State  University  to  organize  a  law  department 
in  connection  with  that  institution.  To  avoid  a  formidable  rivalry  a  plan  was 
perfected  to  merge  the  school  into  the  department  of  the  university,  Judge  Cole 
and  his  associate,  Mr.  Wright,  acquiescing  in  the  proposition  made  to  them  to 
become  professors  of  law  in  the  department.  When  the  department  was  or¬ 
ganized  in  1868  it  was  antedated  so  as  to  include  the  graduates  of  the  Iowa 
College  of  Law  for  the  years  1866,  1867  and  1868,  and  the  transferred  catalogue 
dates  the  existence  of  the  school  from  1865.  Judge  Cole  remained  with  the  law 
department  of  the  State  University  for  seven’ years,  thus  spending  ten  years  al¬ 
together  as  professor  of  law.  After  the  close  of  his  connection  with  this  school, 
in  1875,  he  organized  in  Des  Moines  another  law  school,  with  his  associate,  Judge 
Wright,  acting  as  a  silent  assistant.  This  proved  to  be  a  very  successful  under¬ 
taking  from  an  educational  standpoint  and  was  done  at  the  urgent  request  of 
prominent  citizens  of  Des  Moines.  In  1881  Drake  University  was  organized  and 
special  pressure  was  brought  upon  Judge  Cole  to  associate  his  law  school  with 
the  university  as  the  law  department  thereof,  which  he  did,  becoming  dean  of  that 
department.  It  may  be  worthy  of  mention  as  showing  the  high  standing  of  this 
second  school  that  Leslie  M.  Shaw,  former  governor  of  Iowa  and  United  States 
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treasurer,  was  one  of  the  first  graduates  of  the  school.  Also  many  graduates  of 
this  school  became  judges  and  justices  of  the  supreme  courts  in  several  states  of 
the  Union.  Judge  Cole  had  great  delight  in  teaching.  He  expressed  to  his  class 
with  marked  distinctness  and  perspicuity  the  information  which  he  desired  to 
impart  and  the  response  of  the  class  to  his  instruction  afforded  him  much  pleasure. 
In  recognition  of  Judge  Cole’s  labors  as  a  teacher  of  law  for  forty-two  years  he 
received,  unsolicited,  on  the  5th  of  January,  1907,  a  letter  from  the  Carnegie 
Foundation  in  aid  of  teaching  stating  that  he  had  been  voted  a  retiring  allowance 
of  twelve  hundred  and  eighty  dollars  a  year,  payable  in  monthly  installments. 
This  allowance  was  voted  to  take  effect  whenever  he  might  choose  to  resign  the 
active  work  of  teaching  and  was  extended  to  him  solely  in  recognition  of  the 
service  he  had  rendered  to  the  profession  in  the  field  of  teaching.  At  the  age  of 
eighty-three  years,  Judge  Cole  at  the  earnest  solicitation  of  his  family,  yielded  to 
their  request  and  at  once  retired  from  active  teaching,  ;?-  1  go  advised  the  Carnegie 
Institute.  He  was  then  made  dean  emeritus  ojAtk  department  of  Drake 

University  which  position  he  still  holds.  A  spies;  >pf  forty-two  years 

as  a  teacher  of  law  well  entitles  him  to  all  the  ct.  ,  r  .  -  .or  which  is  his  in 
this  connection.  Not  seeking  honors  but  simpjyt  9 
honors  were  yet  multiplied  to  him  and  prosperity}})  /■ 

On  the  25th  of  June,  1848,  Judge  Cole  was  mar  '•  ? 

nett,  a  daughter  of  Egbert  and  Gertrude  (Richtmt,y  ^ 
have  been  born  unto  them:  Calvin  S.  and  Williatj^fvU 
Gertrude  A.,  the  wife  of  A.  C.  Atherton,  of  Des  Moines 
C.  McMartin,  a  Des  Moines  lawyer  who  died  in  ufiqr.'  „  nester  C.,  who  died  in 
infancy;  Frank  B.;  and  Carrie  S.,  widow  of  J.  R..Hurlt 

Judge  Cole  has  been  a  member  of  the  Masonic  frateq^tty  since  1849  and  has 
ever  been  regarded  as  an  exemplary  representative-  of  the  ''raft.  He  has  served 
as  chancellor  commander  of  the  Knights  of  Pythia  '  lodge  d  is  an  elder  in  the 
Presbyterian  church.  He  is  still  an  active  man  notwithsta  ing  his  eighty-seven 
years  and  young  and  old,  rich  and  poor,  enjoy  his  companionship.  He  is  very 
courteous  and  genial  and  his  long  experience  at  the  bar,  bringing  him  a  knowl¬ 
edge  of  the  frailties  of  men  and  their  temptations,  has  led  him  to  judge  leniently 
and  speak  charitably  of  those  whose  power  of  resisting  temptation  has  not  been 
sufficient.  His  record  has  been  most  creditable  in  every  relation  of  life.  His  is 
a  noble  character — one  that  subordinates  personal  ambition  to  public  good  and 
has  sought  rather  the  benefit  of  others  than  the  aggrandizement  of  self.  En¬ 
dowed  by  nature  with  high  intellectual  qualities,  to  which  were  added  the  dis¬ 
cipline  and  embellishments  of  culture,  his  has  ever  been  a  charming  personality 
and  the  strength  of  honorable,  upright  manhood  is  his. 


■< 


to  do  his  duty, 
undertakings, 
imanda  M.  Ben- 
Seven  children 
joch  now  deceased  ;• 
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E.  M.  ELLINGSON. 

E.  M.  Ellingson,  a  leading  produce  commission  merchant  of  Des  Moines,  may 
be  designated  as  one  of  its  most  worthy  citizens.  He  is  essentially  a  self-made 
man,  having  won  his  way  from  the  foot  of  the  financial  ladder  to  a  place  of  com¬ 
parative  ease.  He  was  born  in  Benton  county,  Iowa,  March  23,  1856,  a  son  of 
Elling  and  Gurie  (Halverson)  Ellingson.  The  father  came  to  Iowa  from  Ger¬ 
many  with  his  parents  in  1856,  traveling  by  wagon,  and  was  one  of  the  stunE 
settlers,  who  contributed  in  hastening  the  establishment  of  civilization  west  of 
the  Mississippi  river. 

E.  M.  Ellingson  received  his  early  education  in  the  country  schools,  later  at¬ 
tending  college,  and  devoting  his  attention  to  his  studies  with  an  earnestness 
that  gave  bright  promise  as  to  his  future.  He  began  his  active  career  in  the  re¬ 
tail  grocery  business  at  Story  City,  Iowa,  but  after  a  short  time  returned  to  Ben- 
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ton,  where  he  spent  about  a  year  before  settling  down  to  his  life  work.  In  1879 
he  entered  the  poultry  commission  business  at  Story  City  in  his  own  name,  ship¬ 
ping  to  the  Boston  market.  After  a  year's  experience  as  a  commission  man  he 
sold  out  and  became  a  hotel  proprietor.  Six  months’  activity  in  this  line  con¬ 
vinced  him  that  his  talents  lay  in  other  directions.  Accordingly,  he  sold  out  and 
again  became  a  dealer  in  produce  and  poultry  at  Story  City.  In  1886  he  dis¬ 
posed  of  his  business  and  for  five  years  engaged  with  gratifying  success  in  a  simi¬ 
lar  line  at  Webb  City.  Coming  to  Des  Moines  in  1901,  he  established  himself 
permanently,  at  first  handling  principally  butter  and  eggs  gradually  widening 
the  scope  of  his  activities,  until  today  he  is  known  as  one  of  the  largest  produce 
commission  men  in  the  city.  He  has  ample  floor  space  in  his  establishment  and 
every  facility  for  receiving  and  shipping  according  to  the,  most  approved  and 
up-to-date  methods.  The  house  is  directly  connected  with  a  similar  one  at  Webb 
City  and  both  enjoy  a  goodly  measure  of  prosperity. 

On  the  7th  of  September,  1879,  Mr.  Ellingson  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Miss  Mary  Ludvigson,  whose  father,  Falen  Ludvigson,  came  to  Benton  countv 
in  1868  and  is  one  of  its  large  farmers  and  stock-raisers.  Eight  children  have 
been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ellingson:  Elizabeth;  Josephine,  who  married  a  Mr. 
Corbett  and  has  one  child,  Louisa  Corbett;  Fred,  who  married  Miss  Edna  Ashem ; 
Edwin ;  A  Actor ;  Chester ;  Ellis ;  and  Marion.  Victor  and  Chester  are  attending 
the  high  school  and  Ellis  is  a  student  in  the  public  schools. 

Mr.  Ellingson  is  recognized  as  a  man  of  fine  business  ability  and  as  a  pa¬ 
triotic  and  progressive  citizen  who  has  performed  valuable  service  by  his  worthy 
example.  He  is  greatly  interested  in  the  study  of  religion  and  also  that  of  litera¬ 
ture,  and  has  a  large  and  well  selected  library  with  which  he  is  thoroughly  fa¬ 
miliar,  spending  many  hours  weekly  over  his  books.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Apostolic  church  and  is  an  avowed  prohibitionist.  He  is  devoted  to  his  family, 
his  home  being  the  center  of  hospitality  and  good  fellowship.  In  business  he  has 
attained  a  handsome  competence,  so  that  he  is  today  numbered  among  the  sub¬ 
stantial  citizens  of  the  community. 


THEODORE  F.  GATCHEL. 

There  came  to  Theodore  F.  Gatchel  strong  recognition  of  the  fact  that  the 
purposes  of  life  are  best  attained  in  service  for  others,  and  especially  in  his 
later  years  his  course  was  the  exemplification  of  this  truth.  A  splendid  type 
of  Christian  manhood,  his  record  is  a  demonstration  of  the  Biblical  utterance : 
“Seek  ye  first  the  kingdom  of  Heaven  and  all  these  things  shall  be  added  unto 
you."  There  came  success,  honor,  admiration  and  warm  friendships — not  be¬ 
cause  he  sought  the  praise  of  his  fellowmen,  but  because  the  world  instinc¬ 
tively  pays  deference  to  a  man  of  high  and  honorable  character.  He  pros¬ 
pered  in  business,  but  it  is  not  the  fact  that  he  was  one  of  the  chief  executive 
officers  in  a  leading  corporation  of  Des  Moines  that  will  make  him  long  remem¬ 
bered.  but  because  he  sought  to  do  good  to  his  fellowmen.  his  heart  going  out  in 
warm  sympathy  especially  to  the  poor  and  needy  to  whom  he  gave  with 
generous  hand. 

Theodore  F.  Gatchel  reached  but  the  age  of  fifty-six  years,  yet  wdthin  his 
span  of  life  he  accomplished  what  many  men  do  not  accomplish  to  whom  are 
allotted  the  Psalmist’s  three  score  years  and  ten.  He  was  born  in  Chester 
county,  Pennsylvania,  April  16,  1845,  and  in  his  youth  became  a  resident  of 
Cecil  county,  Maryland,  where  he  was  living  when,  following  the  outbreak  of 
the  Civil  war,  he  enlisted  at  the  early  age  of  fifteen  in  the  Fifth  Maryland 
Regiment  for  defense  of  the  Union.  His  father  secured  his  release  from  the 
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army  on  account  of  his  youth  from  Secretary  of  War  Stanton,  but  Mr.  Gatchel 
refused  to  accept  the  release.  For  four  years  he  was  in  active  military  service 
and  the  boy  became  a  man  through  the  experiences,  hardships  and  rigors  of 
army  life.  He  was  captured  and  taken  to  Libby  prison  in  Richmond,  Virginia, 
and  afterward  was  paroled.  Following  the  war  he  became  prominent  in  the 
affairs  of  the  government  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  holding  office  during  the 
two  terms  of  President  Grant’s  administration  and  enjoying  the  friendship  and 
confidence  of  the  hero  of  Appomattox  to  an  unusual  degree.  General  Grant 
maintained  a  high  respect  for  Mr.  Gatchel’s  business  ability  and  integrity  and 
entrusted  him  with  the  management  of  many  of  his  private  business  affairs. 
Secretary  Stanton  appointed  him  a  clerk  in  the  war  department  in  considera¬ 
tion  of  his  refusal  to  accept  the  release,  but  later  Mr.  Gatchel  resigned  this 
position  and  opened  a  real-estate  office  in  Washington,  D.  C.  In  that  city  he 
served  for  years  as  president  of  the  Metropolitan  police  board.  He  was  ap¬ 
pointed  by  President  Hayes  a  member  of  the  police  board  of  commissioners 
and  served  as  president  of  the  board  for  several  years,  when  he  resigned.  When 
head  of  the  Metropolitan  police  board  it  had  been  proven  that  the  department 
was  corrupt  and  inefficient  and  he  was  selected  to  reform  the  department  and 
lemedy  the  situation.  The  gallant  fight  he  made  in  this  direction  is  still  remem¬ 
bered  by  the  older  residents  of  Washington  who  were  familiar  with  the  strenu¬ 
ous  effort  made  by  the  saloon  keepers  and  gamblers  to  retain  their  hold  and 
continue  their  nefarious  business.  One  writing  of  this  epoch  in  the  life  of  Mr. 
Gatchel  said :  “How  depressed  every  good  citizen  felt  when  his  efforts  failed 
through  a  change  in  the  administration,  and  yet  none  of  us  were  so  deeply 
wounded  as  the  man  who  had  made  the  fight.  The  men  who  brought  about 
this  defeat  have  passed  away  and  their  memory  has  been  forgotten,  but  the 
gallant  Gatchel  who  fought  for  the  right  will  be  remembered  so  long  as  right 
actions  are  cherished  and  good  government  endure.” 

While  a  resident  of  Washington  Mr.  Gatchel  also  organized  the  Society  for 
the  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Animals,  this  being  the  second  in  the  United 
States,  and  was  its  first  president.  He  was  successful  in  introducing  the  drink¬ 
ing  fountains  for  man  and  beast.  He  held  membership  in  the  Hamline  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  church  when  in  Washington  and  at  his  death  Mr.  Boream,  who 
had  been  his  associate  in  the  church  work  and  in  organizing  and  continuing 
the  affairs  of  the  Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Animals,  spoke  in 
highest  terms  of  Mr.  Gatchel’s  conscientious  discharge  of  his  duties,  saying: 
“He  was  a  thorough,  efficient  and  consistent  Christian,  and  those  whose  good 
fortune  it  was  to  have  been  numbered  among  his  friends  and  fellow-workers 
now  find  peculiar  pleasure  in  being  able  to  testify  to  his  unceasing  fidelity.  He 
did  his  work  well.  He  always  urged  upon  his  friends  and  those  who  listened 
to  his  testimony  the  all-important  duty  of  living  out  before  the  world  the  re¬ 
ligious  life  which  they  professed  to  enjoy  and  of  which  they  were  an  integral 
part.  The  fruit  of  his  sowing  could  not  be  otherwise  than  good.  As  the  months 
come  and  go  it  is  plainly  evident  that  his  labors  have  not  been  in  vain.  Brother 
Gatchel  possessed  a  dominating  spirit  of  earnest  determination.  He  pressed 
home  his  own  convictions  of  right  and  duty.  His  faithfulness  was  unflagging; 
his  zeal  was  but  the  earnest  of  the  spirit  that  dominated  his  whole  being.  He 
was  uncompromising  in  his  denunciation  of  wrong  and  spared  not  his  expres¬ 
sions  of  contempt  and  derision  of  wrongdoers  and  the  violators  of  the  law, 
whether  of  God  or  man.  It  was  this  characteristic  that  pervaded  his  adminis¬ 
tration  of  the  affairs  of  the  society  of  which  he  was  the  projector,  the  organizer, 
and  the  presiding  genius.  Brother  Gatchel  built  better  than  he  knew.  From  the 
small  beginning  of  the  society  of  which  he  was  the  honored  head  there  has 
grown  up  in  the  capital  city  an  association  which  now  reaches  out  not  only 
for  the  protection  of  the  dumb  beasts,  but  for  the  betterment  of  the  conditions 
of  the  homes  of  many  of  its  citizens,  and  the  humanitarian  interests  of  our 
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people  are  now  largely  centralized  around  the  great  purpose  of  the  society  in 
caring  for  the  unprotected  childhood  of  our  great  commonwealth.” 

In  1879  Mr.  Gatchel  removed  to  Des  Moines,  where  for  a  time  he  engaged 
in  the  life  insurance  business,  hut  later  organized  the  Des  Moines  Fire  Insur¬ 
ance  Company,  of  which  he  became  secretary  and  general  manager.  In  this 
connection  he  developed  a  strong  and  stable  company  and  one  which  enjoyed 
substantial  growth.  Among  insurance  men  he  was  recognized  as  a  leader  and 
for  two  decades  or  more  ranked  with  the  prominent  representatives  of  insur¬ 
ance  interests  not  only  in  Iowa  but  throughout  the  west.  Mr.  Gatchel  rejoiced 
in  his  prosperity  because  of  the  opportunity  which  it  gave  him  to  do  good  to 
others.  After  removing  to  this  city  he  allied  himself  with  the  First  Methodist 
Episcopal  church  and  served  on  its  official  board  for  a  number  of  years.  He 
took  a  deep  and  helpful  interest  in  all  of  the  departments  of  the  church  and 
himself  instituted  kindred  movements.  He  was  the  founder  of  the  Humane 
Society  of  Des  Moines  and  one  of  its  strongest  supporters.  He  had  much  sym¬ 
pathy  for  the  oppressed,  whether  man  or  beast,  and  he  was  ever  a  generous  and 
helpful  friend  of  the  poor.  One  of  the  last  acts  of  his  life  was  to  find  a  place 
for  a  poor  boy  and  put  him  in  school,  and  his  interests  in  later  years  centered 
above  all  things  in  the  establishment  of  a  hospital  for  the  poor.  With  charac¬ 
teristic  energy  he  undertook  this  work  and  to  his  efiforts  more  than  to  any  other 
Des  Moines  owes  the  founding  of  the  Methodist  Hospital.  This  hospital  was 
started  with  a  sum  of  twenty-five  thousand  dollars,  but  its  worth  is  now  three 
hundred  and  twenty-five  thousand  dollars,  two  hundred  thousand  dollars  of  which 
is  in  buildings.  One  who  knew  him  well  said :  “He  cared  nothing  for  personal 
glory.  When  the  success  of  his  plans  became  manifest  he  gave  up  the  leader¬ 
ship  to  others.  A  hard  worker  himself,  with  a  wide  range  of  experience  and 
reading,  and  broad  sympathies,  quick  to  see  the  solution  of  a  problem,  he  was 
sometimes  impatient  of  the  slower  movements  of  others.  Once  convinced  that 
a  thing  ought  to  be  done,  he  wanted  it  done  quickly.” 

In  other  fields  which  indicated  the  extent  and  breadth  of  his  sympathy  Air. 
Gatchel  called  forth  his  energies  and  activities.  He  established  the  Society  for 
the  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Animals  in  Des  Moines  as  well  as  in  Washington, 
and  also  introduced  drinking  fountains  in  Iowa's  capital.  He  was  the  father  and 
chief  promoter  of  the  deaconess  work  in  Des  Moines  and  was  chairman  of  the 
Conference  Board  of  ATine  and  vice  president  of  the  Deaconess  Association.  He 
dioroughly  believed  in  the  movement  and  in  its  development  into  broader  fields 
of  usefulness.  To  this  end  he  encouraged  the  workers  in  every  possible  way 
and  in  him  they  found  they  had  a  loyal  friend.  He  was  for  many  years  an 
exemplary  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity  and  was  always  in  sympathy  with 
the  beneficent  principles  of  the  craft.  He  was  also  a  member  of  the  Ancient 
Order  of  United  Workmen  and  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic. 

In  May,  1871,  Mr.  Gatchel  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Blanche  Morrell, 
of  Washington,  D.  C.,  and  unto  them  were  born  three  children :  Dr.  Margaret 
M.  Gatchel;  C.  Hatfield,  now  living  in  California;  and  David  P.  Gatchel.  Mr. 
Gatchel  was  ever  devoted  to  his  family  and  found  his  greatest  happiness  in 
ministering  to  their  welfare.  Death  came  to  him  without  previous  warning. 
He  was  attending  a  meeting  of  the  board  of  directers  of  the  Iowa  Methodist 
Hospital  with  the  intention  of  joining  his  wife  and  daughter  at  the  First  Meth¬ 
odist  church,  where  services  were  being  held.  Someone  reported  that  losses  had 
been  sustained  in  the  hospital  through  their  care  of  so  many  charity  patients.  Mr. 
Gatchel,  who  was  preparing  to  leave,  replied:  ‘'Well,  I  am  sorry  that  we 
haven’t  lost  more  money  in  that  way.”  Those  were  his  last  words  and  death 
came  to  him  almost  instantly.  In  his  passing  “the  poor  lost  a  good  friend  and 
the  business  world  a  strong,  commanding  personality.”  His  great,  loving  heart 
beat  with  sympathy  for  every  living  thing,  his  thought  was  for  the  suflFering  poor 
and  in  the  deaconess  work  in  the  homes  and  in  the  hospital  he  saw  the  solution 
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of  how  best  to  permanently  benefit  them.  For  years  his  time  and  money  had 
been  freely  given  to  bringing  about  this  supreme  purpose  of  his  life.  His  favor¬ 
ite  hymn,  “Higher  Ground,”  was  indicative  of  the  motives  of  his  life.  He 
sought  always  to  attain  an  advanced  plan  in  Christian  activity  and  service 
to  his  fellowmen.  Following  his  demise,  which  occurred  on  the  7th  of  Novem¬ 
ber,  1901,  memorial  services  were  held  in  the  Methodist  church  of  Des  Moines 
and  also  in  the  Methodist  church  to  which  he  had  belonged  in  Washington. 

At  the  funeral  services  held  on  the  following  Sunday  his  pastor  said: 
“Brother  Gatchel  was  a  man  who  brought  things  to  pass.  He  could  not  be 
placed  in  a  commonplace  groove  and  be  expected  to  stay  there.  He  was  the 
spirit  of  the  initiative  in  an  unusual  degree.  He  was  recognized  as  one  of  the 
best  projectors  of  any  worthy  enterprise  that  the  city  has  ever  had  among  its 
citizens.  Impulsive  and  rugged,  but  generous  and  loyal-hearted,  he 'was  sure 
to  run  against  men  sometimes  who  were  of  slower  gait,  but  he  made  warm 
friends  and  had  many  admirers.  Stagnation  is  impossible  where  such  a  man  is. 
He  moves  mountains,  breaks  up  fallow  ground,  is  a  pioneer  of  larger  things. 
His  was  the  faith  that  ‘laughs  at  impossibilities  and  says  it  shall  be  done.’  He 
would  have  been  conspicuous  anywhere  and  might  easily  have  been  eminent 
in  any  of  many  spheres  of  life.  His  splendid  physique  was  a  fitting  home  for 
such  a  spirit.  He  undertook  to  remove  misunderstandings  between  himself  and 
others.  When  wrong  he  was  frank  to  acknowledge  it.  He  went  more  than 
half  way  to  set  things  right  with  his  fellowmen.  Always  of  generous  and 
humane  impulses,  he  gave  thorough  and  persistent  and  patient  attention  to  the 
doing  of  good.”  In  Washington  one  said:  “No  man  can  be  great  who  is  not  a 
good  man,  and  Mr.  Gatchel  was  a  good  man,  and  the  good  impulses  of  his  heart 
and  the  brave  activities  he  wrought  out  in  pushing  them  forward  cost  him  time, 
money  and  the  friendship  of  weak  men  who  were  actuated  by  less  generous  and 
unselfish  motives.  There  are  many  men  in  our  city  today  who  would  gladly 
pay  tribute  to  the  man  who  helped  them  to  live  lives  of  temperance,  morality 
and  good  citizenship.  His  manly  example  was  an  inspiration  to  the  best  things 
in  life,  and  his  unselfish  interest  in  the  establishment  of  good  government  and 
the  upbuilding  of  a  public  sentiment  in  favor  of  morality,  purity  and  temper¬ 
ance  stands  without  parallel  in  this  our  capital  city.” 


CHESTER  J.  ELLER. 

Chester  J.  Eller,  engaged  in  the  practice  of  civil  law,  specializing  to  some 
extent  in  corporation  and  commercial  law  practice,  was  born  in  Hedrick,  Iowa, 
August  17,  1876,  and  was  reared  upon  a  farm  in  Jefferson  county,  meeting  the 
usual  experiences  of  country  life  while  spending  his  youthful  days  in  the  home 
of  his  parents,  Alexander  H.  and  Lucy  Jane  (Peck)  Eller.  The  father,  who 
was  born  and  reared  in  North  Carolina,  is  now  living  retired  after  many  years 
devoted  to  general  agricultural  pursuits.  His  wife,  a  native  of  La  Crosse,  Wis¬ 
consin,  is  also  still  living.  The  paternal  ancestors  of  our  subject  were  German 
people,  who  settled  in  North  Carolina,  and  his  father  was  the  first  of  the  fam¬ 
ily  to  leave  that  state  and  become  a  resident  of  Iowa.  In  the  maternal  line  C.  J. 
Eller  is  of  Scotch-Irish  extraction. 

In  the  public  schools  of  Hedrick  Chester  J.  Eller  pursued  his  education  to 
the  age  of  seventeen  years  and  afterward  became  a  student  in  the  Northern 
Indiana  Normal  School  at  Valparaiso.  Later  he  entered  Drake  University  of 
Des  Moines  in  the  fall  of  1898  and  pursued  a  college  course  in  the  University 
of  Iowa  City,  where  he  was  graduated  with  the  class  of  1902.  He  also  com¬ 
pleted  two-thirds  of  the  law  course  and  successfully  passed  the  required  exami¬ 
nation  for  admission  to  the  bar  at  Des  Moines.  He  then  took  up  the  active  work 
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of  the  profession  on  the  5th  of  March,  1905.  He  has  never  given  any  atten¬ 
tion  to  criminal  law  practice  but  has  confined  his  energies  entirely  to  civil  law 
and  has  done  important  work  in  the  field  of  commercial  and  corporation  law 
practice.  His  early  reading  was  done  in  the  office  and  under  the  direction  of 
Roland  J.  Wilson,  of  Fairfield,  Iowa,  for  about  eighteen  months  and  later  he 
was  a  law  student  in  the  office  of  White  &  Clark,  of  Adel,  Iowa.  From  the 
outset  of  his  professional  career  he  has  been  very  successful  and  is  today  num¬ 
bered  among  the  representative  young  lawyers  of  Des  Moines. 

On  the  1  st  of  May,  1907,  occurred  the  marriage  of  Chester  J.  Eller  and 
Miss  Mary  G.  Johnson,  of  Boone,  Iowa,  a  daughter  of  Theodore  Johnson,  who 
was  one  of  the  early  settlers  there.  Mrs.  Eller  was*  born  in  Boone  and  like  her 
husband  has  always  lived  in  this  state.  They  are  members  of  the  University 
Christian  church  and  are  interested  and  active  in  its  work.  In  politics  Mr. 
Eller  is  a  republican  of  the  progressive  type,  yet  believes  in  that  measure  of 
conservatism  which  holds  the  party  in  a  stable  course  and  prevents  an  undue 
plunge  into  the  unknown  whereby  a  safe  and  established  order  of  things  is  dis¬ 
turbed,  causing  uneasiness  and  uncertainty  in  business  as  well  as  in  other  lines 
of  life.  He  belongs  to  the  Polk  County  Bar  Association  and  in  his  chosen  field 
of.  labor  has  made  continuous  advancement.  The  zeal  with  which  he  has  de¬ 
voted  his  energies  to  his  profession,  the  careful  regard  evinced  for  the  inter¬ 
ests  of  his  clients  and  an  assiduous  and  unrelaxing  attention  to  all  the  details 
of  his  practice  have  brought  him  a  large  business  and  made  him  very  successful 
in  its  conduct. 


CLARENCE  DEAN  BURKHEIMER. 

Clarence  Dean  Burkheimer,  enjoying  a  large  practice  as  a  member  of  the 
Des  Moines  bar,  was  born  in  Union  county,  Iowa,  July  25,  1876.  He  is  of  the 
fourth  generation  of  the  representatives  of  the  family  in  America,  his  great¬ 
grandfather  having  come  from  Germany,  at  which  time  he  settled  in  Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania.  The  father,  Ira  C.  Burkheimer,  was  born  in  Perry  county,  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  February  22,  1854,  and,  removing  westward  in  1866,  settled  in  Union 
county,  Iowa.  He  is  now  successfully  engaging  in  the  real-estate  business  in 
Creston.  He  married  Sarah  Elma  Martin,  who  was  born  in  Columbiana  countv 
Ohio,  September  2,  1858,  and  is  of  Scotch-Irish  lineage,  her  grandfather  having 
been  the  founder  of  the  family  in  the  new  world,  at  which  time  he  took  up  his 
abode  in  Pennsylvania. 

Clarence  Dean  Burkheimer  was  a  pupil  in  the  district  schools  of  Jones  town¬ 
ship,  Union  county,  while  his  parents  were  living  upon  the  farm.  Later  he  at¬ 
tended  the  public  schools  of  Lorimor,  Iowa,  continuing  his  course  in  the  high 
school  until  graduated  with  the  class  of  1894.  He  also  pursued  a  commercial 
course  in  the  Capital  City  Commercial  College,  of  Des  Moines,  after  which  he 
entered  upon  the  study  of  law  in  the  State  University  of  Iowa,  completing  his 
course  with  the  class  of  1906,  at  which  time  the  LL.  B.  degree  was  conferred 
upon  him.  He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  on  the  14th  of  June,  1906,  and  then  began 
the  practice  in  Des  Moines.  Immediately  afterward  he  took  up  the  active  work 
of  the  profession  and  became  associated  with  Howard  R.  Churchill  under  the 
firm  name  of  Burkheimer  &  Churchill.  A  year  later  the  partnership  was  dis¬ 
solved  and  since  that  time  Mr.  Burkheimer  has  remained  in  the  practice  alone 
giving  his  attention  to  all  lines  of  the  profession  to  meet  the  demands  of  a  grow¬ 
ing  clientage.  At  the  bar  the  elements  of  success  must  be  individual  forces.  No 
fortunate  combination  of  circumstances  nor  the  influence  of  friends  can  aid  the 
lawyer  in  h:s  presentation  of  his  cause  before  the  courts.  He  must  base  his  case 
upon  intimate  and  accurate  knowledge  of  the  law  and  his  ability  to  clearly  pre- 
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sent  the  points  in  litigation.  These  essential  elements  of  success  are  possessed 
by  Mr.  Burkheimer  and  while  advancement  at  the  bar  is  proverbially  slow  he 
has  nevertheless  worked  his  way  upward  and  is  now  enjoying  a  laro-e  and  sat¬ 
isfactory  practice. 

In  his  political  relations  Mr.  Burkheimer  is  a  republican  of  the  progressive 
type  and  is  an  active  worker  in  the  party,  especially  during  the  campaigns.  He 
is  regarded  as  an  eloquent,  earnest  and  able  speaker  on  the  issues  of  the  day 
and  is  frequently  called  upon  to  address  the  people  on  numerous  questions  of  im¬ 
portance  to  the  welfare  of  the  public.  Fraternally  he  is  connected  with  the 
Masons,  the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks,  the  Royal  Highlanders, 
the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America,  the  Redmen  and  the  legal  fraternity  of  Phi 
Delta  Phi. 

On  the  25th  of  October,  1898,  in  Lorimor,  Iowa,  was  celebrated  the  mar¬ 
riage  of  Mr.  Burkheimer  and  Miss  Lena  Winning,  who  was  born  in  Warren 
county,  this  state,  February  18,  1877,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Samuel  Winning,  one 
of  the  pioneers  of  Iowa  who  for  many  years  was  actively  engaged  in  merchandis¬ 
ing  at  Lorimor,  but  is  now  living  retired  there.  The  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Burk¬ 
heimer  has  been  blessed  with  three  sons:  John  Winning,  who  was  born  at 
Lorimor,  January  17,  1900,  and  died  August  15,  1908;  William  Dean  who 
was  born  March  31,  1903,  at  Creston,  Iowa;  and  Frederick  Howard,  who  was 
born  December  16,  1910,  at  Des  Moines.  The  parents  hold  membership  in 
Grace  Methodist  Episcopal  church  and  adhere  to  its  teachings  as  basic  principles 
for  the  guidance  of  their  lives.  They  have  gained  the  kindly  regard  of  all  those 
whom  they  have  met  socially,  and  their  good  qualities  are  manifest  in  the  con¬ 
stantly  growing  circle  of  their  acquaintance. 


WILLIAM  B.  STARKEY. 

One  of  the  well  known  lawyers  of  Des  Moines  is  William  B.  Starkey  who  has 
for  eleven  years  past  been  successfully  engaged  in  practice  in  this  city.  From  the 
beginning  of  his  professional  career  he  showed  an  aptitude  for  his  vocation  which 
attracted  the  favorable  notice  of  the  people  and  he  soon  received  a  fair  share  of 
patronage,  his  clients  now  being  numbered  among  the  leading  men  in  this  sec¬ 
tion.  Born  in  Van  Buren  county  July  17,  1870,  he  is  the  son  of  Marion  B.  and 
Ruth  (Middleton)  Starkey,  the  latter  of  whom  was  also  born  in  Van  Buren 
county. 

His  father  was  a  native  of  Illinois.  He  came  to  Polk  county,  Iowa,  previous 
to  the  Civil  war  and  enlisted  in  Company  B,  Thirty-ninth  Iowa  Volunteers,  serv¬ 
ing  with  the  highest  credit  to  himself  and  the  great  cause  he  represented  until 
the  close  of  the  conflict.  After  receiving  his  honorable  discharge  he  located  in 
Van  Buren  county,  but  his  constitution  had  been  undermined  by  exposure  while 
in  the  army  and  he  was  no  longer  able  to  engage  actively  in  business.  He  passed 
his  later  years  in  Iowa  City  where  he  died  in  1892. 

William  B.  Starkey  received  his  preliminary  education  in  the  public  schools  of 
Polk  county,  later  attending  the  graded  schools  in  Des  Moines.  As  a  young  man 
he  decided  to  devote  his  life  to  the  legal  profession  and  as  soon  as  opportunity 
offered  he  matriculated  in  the  law  department  of  Drake  University  from  which 
he  was  graduated  with  the  degree  of  LL.B  in  1898.  He  began  practice  in  Des 
Moines  immediately  after  leaving  the  university  and  later  for  one  year  was  as¬ 
sociated  with  S.  F.  Balliett.  Since  1902  he  has  been  a  partner  of  Judge  Hal- 
loran.  This  is  one  of  the  best  known  law  firms  in  the  city,  with  a  liberal  and 
growing  clientage.  By  earnest  application  and  close  attention  to  the  interests  of 
those  by  whom  he  is  employed  Mr.  Starkey  has  won  a  gratifying  measure  of  pros¬ 
perity  and  he  justly  occupies  a  prominent  place  in  the  bar  of  Polk  county. 
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On  the  25th  of  September,  1904,  Mr.  Starkey  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Jennie  Parrott,  of  Modesto,  Illinois,  and  one  child,  Eunice,  was  born  of  this 
union,  her  natal  day  being  November  6,  1905.  Mr.  Starkey  is  a  very  active  worker 
in  the  ranks  of  the  republican  party,  but  he  has  not  sought  the  emoluments  of 
office,  as  he  has  preferred  to  devote  his  attention  to  his  practice.  He  is  identified 
with  fraternal  orders,  being  a  member  of  Adelphic  Lodge  No.  509,  A.  F.  &  A.  M., 
the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  other  organizations.  He  has  a  genial,  pleasing  man¬ 
ner  which  invites  approach,  and  he  can  claim  a  host  of  friends  who  have  un¬ 
failing  confidence  in  his  integrity  and  ability.  The  success  he  has  attained  in  a 
difficult  profession  is  the  merited  reward  of  his  good  judgment  and  untiring 
industry. 


GEORGE  ANSON  JEWETT. 

While  in  the  field  of  business  George  Anson  Jewett  has  accomplished  results 
that  would  alone  entitle  him  to  mention  with  the  valued  and  representative  citi¬ 
zens  of  Des  Moines ;  in  other  fields  his  labors  have  always  been  a  tangible  ele¬ 
ment  for  progress  and  he  is  no  less  widely  known  as  secretary  of  Drake  University 
and  as  an  active  worker  in  the  Central  Church  of  Christ  than  he  is  in  business 
circles,  wherein  he  has  instituted  and  carried  forward  to  successful  completion 
enterprises  of  magnitude. 

He  was  born  at  Red  Rock,  Marion  county,  Iowa,  September  9,  1847,  a  son 
of  George  Enoch  and  Pattie  Maria  (Matthews)  Jewett.  An  extensive  genealogical 
history  of  the  Jewett  family  has  been  prepared  by  Dr.  Frederic  Jewett,  of  Balti¬ 
more,  who  says  that  the  Jewetts  are  descendants  from  the  “House  of  Juatt”  of 
England,  and  in  his  opinion  from  Henri  de  Juatt,  the  knight  of  the  first  crusade. 
In  December,  1638,  Rev.  Ezekiel  Rogers,  who  was  the  minister  at  Rowley, 
England,  landed  at  Boston,  Massachusetts,  accompanied  by  twenty  other  Puritans 
and  their  families,  numbering  sixty  persons  in  all.  They  had  come  to  seek 
religious  liberty  and  of  this  party  were  Maximillian  and  Joseph  Jewett,  of  Brad¬ 
ford,  Yorkshire,  England.  Their  father  was  born  in  1580  and  was  married 
October  1,  1604,  to  Mary  Taylor.  His  will,  dated  February  2,  1614,  and  on  file 
in  the  Archbishopric  of  York,  shows  him  to  have  been  possessed  of  considerable 
property  and  also  indicates  that  he  was  a  man  of  God,  “trusting  to  have  full 
and  free  pardon  and  remission  of  all  my  sins  by  the  precious  death  and  burial 
of  Christ  Jesus  my  alone  Saviour.’’  His  coat  of  arms,  which  was  brought  to 
this  country  by  his  two  sons  and  carefully  guarded  by  them,  is  described  on 
old  records  both  in  France  and  England:  “He  beareth,  Gules,  on  a  cross  Argent. 
Five  fleur-de-lis  of  the  first.  Crest:  an  eagle’s  neck  between  two  wings,  dis 
played.  Argent,  by  the  name  Jewett,”  with  the  motto,  “Toujours  le  meme.” 
(Always  the  same.) 

Maximillian  Jewett  was  thirty-one  years  of  age  and  Joseph  Jewett  twenty- 
nine  years  of  age  when  they  came  to  America.  In  Yorkshire  they  had  engaged 
in  the  manufacture  of  woolen  cloth  and  soon  established  a  similar  business  in 
America,  this  probably  being  the  first  cloth  manufactory  in  this  country.  Their 
wills  would  indicate  that  they  still  had  interests  in  England  at  their  death. 
After  a  winter  spent  at  Salem,  Ezekiel  Rogers  and  his  company  settled  at 
Rowley,  Massachusetts,  in  April,  1639,  and  Maximillian  Jewett  became  one  of 
the  deacons  in  the  church  there  organized,  his  immediate  descendants  continuing 
to  hold  the  office  for  nearly  a  century.  An  examination  of  the  history  of  the 
Indian  wars,  the  war  of  the  Revolution  and  the  war  of  1812  shows  that  a  large 
number  of  the  Jewetts  were  taking  an  active  part  in  the  struggle  for  American 
independence  and  in  the  efforts  to  secure  liberty  both  civil  and  religious  on  the 
American  continent. 
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Joseph  Jewett  was  the  great-grandfather  of  George  A.  Jewett,  and  with  his 
large  family  left  New  England  and  settled  near  Metz,  New  York.  His  son 
David  Jewett,  the  grandfather  of  George  A.  Jewett,  was  born  in  Haverhill, 
Grafton  county,  New  Hampshire,  in  1791,  and  was  the  founder  of  the  family 
in  Des  Moines,  where  he  arrived  in  1843.  He  was  a  farmer  by  occupation  and 
cultivated  the  tract  of  land  that  is  now  Capitol  Park,  having  entered  it  from 
the  government.  He  died  in  Des  Moines  in  1857.  In  1817  he  had  wedded  Mary 
Bostedor,  who  was  a  daughter  of  Henri  Bostedor,  of  French  extraction,  who 
came  to  America  with  La  Fayette.  Her  mother  was  from  Holland.  George 
Enoch  Jewett,  son  of  David  and  Mary  Jewett,  was  born  in  Mentor,  Lake  county, 
Ohio,  February  20,  1820,  and  his  wife  was  born  there,  June  29,  1818.  Both 
became  residents  of  Henry  county,  Iowa,  in  1838,  and  were  there  married  in 
1840,  removing  thence  to  Red  Rock,  Marion  county,  in  1845.  They  were  pioneers 
of  Ohio  and  also  of  the  two  counties  Henry  and  Marion,  in  Iowa.  An  aunt  of 
George  A.  Jewett,  Mrs.  Eunice  (Jewett)  Thrift,  and  her  husband,  Josiah  M. 
Thrift,  were  the  first  settlers  of  Des  Moines  and  Polk  county,  and  as  a  bride 
she  was  brought  by  her  husband  to  the  capital  city  when  it  was  but  a  fort  at 
the  forks  of  the  river.  This  was  in  1843  and  Mr.  Thrift  was  tailor  for  the 
soldiers.  When  the  fort  was  abandoned  and  the  soldiers  left,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Thrift  remained  and  became  the  first  settlers  of  this  locality.  Mrs.  Thrift  was 
born  in  Burton,  Ohio,  in  1824,  a  daughter  of  David  and  Mary  Bostedor.  Her 
father  was  born  in  Haverhill,  New  Hampshire,  in  1791,  and  was  the  eldest  son 
of  Joseph  and  Hannah  (Fenton)  Jewett. 

George  A.  Jewett  spent  his  youthful  days  in  his  parents’  home  and  supple¬ 
mented  his  early  education,  acquired  in  the  public  schools,  by  study  in  Central 
University,  at  Pella,  Iowa.  He  did  not  graduate  but  afterward  received  a  degree 
and  Drake  University  has  since  conferred  upon  him  the  LL.  D.  degree.  He  en¬ 
tered  business  life  as  bookkeeper  for  the  firm  of  Brown,  Beattie  &  Spofford, 
dealers  in  agricultural  implements,  at  the  corner  of  Court  avenue  and  First 
street  in  Des  Moines,  in  1865,  when  not  eighteen  years  of  age.  He  was  con¬ 
nected  with  that  firm  for  eight  years,  after  which  he  became  bookkeeper  for  H. 
F.  Getchell  &  Sons,  lumber  dealers  of  Des  Moines,  with  whom  he  continued 
until  1879,  when  he  engaged  in  the  lumber  business  on  his  own  account  as  a 
member  of  the  firm  of  Ewing,  Jewett  &  Chandler,  his  associates  being  David  R. 
Ewing  and  Ed.  S.  Chandler.  Their  first  yard  was  located  at  the  corner  of  Sixth 
and  Cherry  streets,  whence  they  removed  to  Locust,  between  Ninth  and  Tenth 
streets,  in  1881.  Since  1879  Mr.  Jewett  has  been  engaged  in  the  lumber  business 
and  on  the  death  of  his  partner,  D.  R.  Ewing,  in  1902,  he  organized  the  Jewett 
Lumber  Company,  which  took  over  the  business  of  the  firm  of  Ewing  &  Jewett 
and  has  since  operated  under  the  former  name,  conducting  a  business  of  large, 
gratifying  and  growing  proportions.  In  1871  Mr.  Jewett  aided  in  organizing 
the  Des  Moines  Scale  Company  in  association  with  S.  F.  Spofford,  Wesley  Red¬ 
head,  H.  F.  Getchell  &  Sons,  J.  D.  Seeberger,  F.  R.  West  and  others,  this  being 
one  of  the  first  successful  manufactories  in  Des  Moines.  He  also  assisted  in 
developing  the  Duplex  and  Jewett  typewriters  and  introduced  these  machines 
throughout  the  entire  world  under  the  name  of  the  Jewett  Typewriter  Company. 
He  spent  the  greater  portion  of  ten  years  in  Europe,  visiting  every  country  and 
personally  introducing  the  Jewett  typewriter  on  the  continent.  He  seems  to 
understand  every  phase  of  a  business  situation  and  has  ability  to  coordinate  seem¬ 
ingly  diverse  interests  into  a  harmonious  and  unified  whole.  His  ready  recogni¬ 
tion  of  opportunity  is  followed  by  utilization  of  the  advantages  which  lie  before 
him  and  in  the  field  of  legitimate  endeavor  his  constantly  expanding  interests  have 
won  him  success. 

Mr.  Jewett  has  been  equally  fortunate  in  his  home  relations.  He  laid  the 
foundation  of  a  happv  home  life  by  his  marriage,  in  Des  Moines,  on  the  28th  of 
■October,  1868,  to  Miss  Annie  Henry,  a  daughter  of  James  Madison  and  Mary 
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(Oldham)  Henry.  Her  father  was  from  Pennsylvania  and  was  of  Irish  de¬ 
scent,  while  the  mother,  a  native  of  Indiana,  was  of  English  lineage.  Unto  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Jewett  were  born  two  daughters:  Bonnie  Ella,  the  wife  of  Dr.  Hugh 
G.  Welpton;  and  Margaret,  the  wife  of  David  Lewis  Jewett.  The  latter  couple 
have  three  sons,  Gerald  Anson,  David  Warren  and  Homer  Henry  Jewett. 

In  his  political  views  Mr.  Jewett  has  ever  been  a  stalwart  republican.  In 
the  days  of  the  underground  railway  he  drove  a  wagon  which  conveyed  run¬ 
away  slaves  on  their  way  to  freedom  in  the  north,  although  but  a  boy  at  the  time. 
He  is  an  advocate  of  temperance  and  a  friend  of  all  those  uplifting  influences 
which  promote  humanity  and  advance  the  moral  progress  of  the  race.  He  was 
one  of  the  organizers  of  Drake  LTniversity,  of  which  he  was  elected  secretarv 
in  1882,  serving  continuously  in  that  office  to  the  present  time.  In  July,  1911, 
the  Christian  church  held  its  annual  convention  in  Portland,  Oregon,  and  one 
of  the  interesting  social  features  of  the  occasion  was  a  banquet  there  held  by 
the  alumni  of  Drake  LTniversity.  A  local  religious  paper  in  speaking  of  this 
occasion  said:  “George  A.  Jewett  was  called  upon  as  one  who  had  been  con¬ 
nected  with  Drake  University  as  its  secretary  for  nearly  thirty  years,  and  whose 
name  was  to  be  found  upon  every  diploma  issued  by  the  university  save  that  of 
Brother  Denton's.  He  expressed  his  pleasure  at  meeting  so  many  of  the  alumni 
of  Drake  and  said  that  while  they  told  of  their  beautiful  homes  in  Washing¬ 
ton,  Oregon,  Idaho  and  California,  making  them  out  to  be  veritable  paradises, 
yet  each  would  say  how  much  he  would  give  to  walk  across  Drake  University 
campus  again,  or  to  be  in  the  old  college  buildings.”  Mr.  Jewett  has  not  only 
served  as  secretary  of  Drake  University  but  has  also  been  a  member  of  its  board 
of  trustees  for  almost  three  decades.  He  holds  membership  in  the  Central 
Church  of  Christ  at  Des  Moines,  with  which  he  united  soon  after  his  removal 
to  this  city  in  1865.  The  following  year  he  was  elected  church  clerk  and  has 
served  continuously  since.  In  1879  he  was  elected  church  treasurer  and  has 
occupied  that  position  to  the  present  time.  He  is  one  of  the  most  active  workers 
in  Central  church,  being  untiring  in  his  efforts  to  promote  its  growth  and  ad¬ 
vance  its  various  lines  of  activity.  He  was  prominent  in  the  work  of  “home 
coming”  among  the  members  of  the  church  on  the  occasion  of  the  semi-centen¬ 
nial  celebration.  He  has  been  the  editor  and  publisher  of  the  Christian  Worker 
for  a  quarter  of  a  century,  and  many  articles  from  his  pen  have  been  strong  and 
forceful  factors  in  supporting  the  church  and  in  holding  its  members  to  the  teach¬ 
ings  of  primitive  Christianity.  In  1867  he  was  appointed  representative  of  the 
Smithsonian  Institution,  of  Washington,  which  then  had  charge  of  the  weather 
bureau  and  he  thus  became  the  forerunner  of  those  who  have  made  weather  fore¬ 
casts  at  Des  Moines.  The  duties  and  obligations  of  citizenship  are  recognized  by 
him  and  fully  met,  but  his  chief  interest  and  activity  center  in  the  church  and  his 
life  is  a  contradiction  to  the  too  prevalent  opinion  that  the  religious  life  and  the 
successful  business  career  are  antagonistic  forces,  that  both  cannot  be  followed 
at  the  same  time.  Real  life  and  character  are  to  him  more  than  wealth,  and 
yet  he  has  been  blessed  with  success  as  the  reward  of  earnest  application  and 
business  methods  which  have  neither  sought  nor  required  disguise. 


GEORGE  A.  WILSON. 

Prominent  among  the  younger  leaders  in  the  ranks  of  the  republican  party  in 
Iowa  stands  George  A.  Wilson,  of  Des  Moines.  He  was  born  on  a  farm  near 
Menlo  in  Adair  county,  Iowa,  September  1,  1883.  His  father,  James  H.  Wilson, 
was  a  native  of  New  York  and,  on  leaving  the  Empire  state  in  1866,  made  his 
way  westward  to  Iowa,  settling  in  Adair  county,  where  he  secured  a  tract  of  land 
and  turned  his  attention  to  farming.  He  was  busily  engaged  in  tilling  the  soil 
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for  a  number  of  years  or  until  1896,  when  he  became  connected  with  the  office  of 
secretary  of  state,  and  has  now  made  his  home  in  Des  Moines  for  the  past  four¬ 
teen  years.  He  too  is  a  prominent  republican  and  has  been  a  candidate  for  the 
offices  of  lieutenant  governor  and  railroad  commissioner.  He  was  also  private 
secretary  to  Lieutenant  Governor  Herriott.  He  married  Martha  Varley,  a  native 
of  England,  the  wedding  being  celebrated  in  Adair  county. 

George  A.  Wilson  largely  acquired  his  education  in  the  schools  of  Adair 
county,  mastering  the  preliminary  branches  of  learning  in  the  public  schools  and 
afterward  attending  the  Menlo  high  school,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in 
1900.  Later  he  spent  three  and  a  half  years  as  a  student  in  Grinned  College  and 
on  the  completion  of  his  more  specifically  literary  course  he  entered  upon  prep¬ 
aration  for  the  practice  of  law,  spending  three  years  as  a  student  in  the  law 
department  of  the  State  University.  He  was  graduated  in  1907  and  began  prac¬ 
tice  in  Des  Moines  in  October  of  that  year,  since  which  time  he  has  been  a  repre¬ 
sentative  of  the  bar  of  this  city  and  has  won  a  creditable  position  for  one  of  his 
years. 

Mr.  Wilson  is  well  known  as  one  of  the  younger  leaders  in  the  republican 
party  and  for  three  years  filled  the  office  of  first  assistant  secretary  in  the  state 
senate,  and  was  secretary  of  the  thirty-fourth  session,  his  previous  experience 
well  qualifiying  him  for  the  office.  In  the  republican  national  convention  of 
1908  he  filled  the  position  of  reading  clerk.  He  is  a  member  of  Sigma  Chi,  a 
college  fraternity,  the  Phi  Delta  Phi,  and  the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order 
of  Elks.  He  is  a  rising  young  lawyer  and  political  leader,  actuated  with  a  laud¬ 
able  ambition  and  popular  by  reason  of  his  social  qualities. 


EDMUND  P.  CHASE. 

Although  fifteen  years  have  elapsed  since  the  death  of  Edmund  P.  Chase  his 
friends  have  not  forgotten  his  many  kindly  acts,  nor  will  they  permit  the  memory 
of  his  virtues  to  pass  from  their  minds.  He  was  one  of  the  most  highly  re¬ 
spected  citizens  of  Des  Moines  and  for  more  than  thirty  years  was  prominent  in 
business  and  religious  circles.  A  man  of  the  highest  integrity,  he  possessed  the 
qualities  which  attracted  friends  and  marked  him  as  a  true  lover  of  his  race. 

Born  in  Boston,  Massachusetts,  May  30,  1821,  he  was  a  son  of  William  Chase, 
of  Shirley,  New  Hampshire,  who  for  a  number  of  years  was  engaged  in  the  dry- 
goods  business  in  New  York  city.  He  came  west  with  his  family  to  Beardstown, 
Illinois,  in  1842,  and  continued  in  the  mercantile  business  there  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  in  1869.  He  was  a  man  of  sterling  character  and  of  a  highly 
social  nature,  who  readily  made  friends  and  was  a  leader  wherever  he  was  known. 
The  mother  of  our  subject. was  Hannah  Parker  before  her  marriage,  a  native 
of  Peppered,  Massachusetts,  and  she  had  two  brothers  who  served  in  the  Revo¬ 
lutionary  war.  She  died  at  Beardstown  in  1847  and  was  known  as  a  woman  of 
unusual  intelligence  and  one  who  possessed  many  noble  traits  of  character. 

Edmund  P.  Chase  was  reared  under  favorable  conditions  and  after  making 
thorough  preparation  matriculated  at  Yale  College,  from  which  he  was  gradu¬ 
ated  in  1841,  at  the  age  of  twenty.  Later  he  took  post-graduate  courses  at  Wash¬ 
ington,  D.  C.  His  early  ambition  was  to  devote  his  life  to  the  law.  He  moved  to 
St.  Louis  in  1844  and  engaged  in  active  practice  for  two  years,  at  the  end  of 
which  time  he  went  to  Illinois,  where  he  was  married.  There  he  became  con¬ 
nected  with  the  mercantile  business.  He  never  resumed  the  legal  profession. 

In  1870  he  settled  with  his  family  at  Des  Moines,  where  he  spent  the  remain¬ 
der  of  his  life.  He  was  a  man  of  remarkably  vigorous  mind  and  throughout  his 
life  was  a  zealous  student,  much  of  his  time  being  spent  in  his  library,  which 
contained  the  works  of  the  principal  thinkers  of  the  world.  He  was  especially 
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fond  of  philosophy  and  history  and  made  a  deep  study  of  metaphysics  in  the 
various  schools  upon  the  subject  of  which  he  was  unusually  well  informed.  A 
patriotic  citizen  he  was  an  ardent  supporter  of  the  federal  government  at  the 
time  of  the  Civil  war,  and  out  of  his  own  resources  maintained  several  families 
whose  heads  were  engaged  fighting  for  the  cause  of  the  Union  in  the  army.  His 
character  for  fairness  and  integrity  was  unquestioned  and  he  was  for  several 
years  the  receiver  and  distributor  of  much  of  the  money  received  by  the  soldiers 
of  his  county  in  Illinois,  being  also  known  as  their  trusted  banker. 

In  October,  1846,  Mr.  Chase  was  married  at  Rushville,  Illinois,  to  Miss  Eliza 
A.  Scripps,  a  daughter  of  John  and  Agnes  (Corrie)  Scripps.  The  father  was  a 
native  of  London,  England,  and  the  mother  of  Dumfries,  Scotland.  Th.ey  met 
in  America  and  were  married  in  this  country.  To  Mr.  and  Airs.  Chase  were 
born  ten  children,  six  of  whom  are  still  living,  all  of  whom  reside  in  Des  Moines, 
except  William,  who  is  engaged  in  the  music  business  in  Chicago.  Those  living 
are:  John  W.,  Charles  R.,  Edmund  C.,  Harry  S.,  William  P.  and  Airs.  Harry 
West. 

The  death  of  Mr.  Chase  occurred  in  this  city  .  June  21,  1896,  the  last  two 
years  of  his  life  being  spent  in  retirement.  His  sons  and  his  son-in-law,  Mr. 
West,  acted  as  pall-bearers  at  the  funeral,  which  was  one  of  the  largest  in  the 
history  of  the  city.  He  was  during  many  years  of  his  life  an  active  member  of 
the  Congregational  church.  He  served  as  an  officer  in  the  church  and  was  super¬ 
intendent  of  the  Sunday  school  before  locating  in  Des  Aloines.  He  was  a  dili¬ 
gent  student  of  the  Bible  and  an  unfaltering  believer  in  the  teachings  of  the  great 
Alaster  in  whose  footsteps  he  walked  for  fifty-six  years.  His  body  rests  in 
Woodlawn  cemetery  beside  that  of  his  beloved  daughter,  Jennie. 


IRVEN  R.  STUBBS. 

Irven  R.  Stubbs,  who  has  been  engaged  in  the  jewelry  business  in  Des  Moines 
for  the  past  nine  years,  is  a  native  of  Polk  county  and  a  son  of  William  and 
Georgiana  (Skinner)  Stubbs,  his  birth  occurring  on  the  17th  of  October,  1882. 
When  a  young  man  William  Stubbs  migrated  from  Indiana  to  Iowa,  where  he 
met  and  married  Miss  Skinner,  who  passed  away  in  1886.  During  the  first  few 
months  of  his  residence  in  the  state  he  lived  at  Earlham  but  later  removed  to 
Des  Moines  where  he  bought  a  farm  the  greater  portion  of  which  he  devoted  to 
the  fruit  industry  unil  1910,  at  which  time  he  disposed  of  his  property  and 
engaged  in  the  grocery  business  with  a  son,  Elmer  E.  Stubbs. 

The  preliminary  education  of  Irven  R.  Stubbs  was  acquired  in  the  common 
schools  of  Polk  county,  but  this  was  later  supplemented  by  a  course  in  the 
Capital  City  Commercial  College.  At  the  age  of  eighteen  years  the  young  man 
desired  to  begin  working  for  himself  and  accepted  a  position  with  his  brother, 
A.  O.  Stubbs,  who  was  engaged  in  the  dairy  business.  He  continued  in  this 
occupation  for  three  years  at  the  end  of  which  time,  having  decided  to  become 
a  jeweler,  he  entered  the  employ  of  G.  L.  Eason  for  the  purpose  of  learning 
the  trade.  After  five  years’  service,  during  which  period  he  had  not  only  mas¬ 
tered  the  trade  but  thoroughly  familiarized  himself  with  every  detail  of  the 
business,  he  bought  Mr.  Eason  out.  Although  he  is  yet  very  young  Mr.  Stubbs 
is  well  established  and  enjoys  a  large  and  constantly  increasing  patronage.  He 
has  been  soccessful  in  his  business  and  in  addition  to  his  store  owns  a  nice  resi¬ 
dence  and  one-half  acre  of  land  at  South  avenue  and  Fourteenth  street. 

On  the  28th  of  April,  1906,  Mr.  Stubbs  married  Miss  Agnes  S.  P.  Wilcox, 
who  is  a  daughter  of  Curtis  W.  and  Mary  (Page)  Wilcox,  natives  of  Vermont, 
and  who  for  many  years  have  been  residing  in  Polk  county.  Three  children  have 
been  born  unto  Mr.  and  Airs.  Stubbs:  Helen  A.,  Kenneth  I.,  and  Kathrine  A. 
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Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stubbs  attend  the  services  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  of 
which  denomination  they  are  communicants. 

In  matters  political  Mr.  Stubbs  always  gives  his  support  to  the  prohibition 
party,  thus  giving  full  expression  to  his  ideas  on  the  temperance  question.  He 
is  one  of  the  progressive  and  enterprising  young  business  men  of  Des  Moines 
whose  future,  gauged  by  his  past,  must  needs  be  a  successful  one. 


WILLIAM  N.  JORDAN. 

A  well  known  and  successful  member  of  the  Des  Moines  bar  is  William  N. 
Jordan,  who  during  the  twelve  years  of  his  residence  in  this  city  has  won 
prominent  recognition  throughout  this  section  of  the  state  because  of  the  ability 
he  has  displayed  in  the  handling  of  some  most  intricate  legal  problems.  He  was 
born  in  Jacksonville,  Illinois,  on  the  14th  of  June,  1864,  a  son  of  the  Rev.  William 
H.  Jordan,  D.  D.,  and  Mary  Jane  Kirkpatrick,  a  daughter  of  John  Kirkpatrick, 
a  lieutenant  of  the  Black  Hawk  war,  one  of  those  who  participated  in  the  battle 
of  Stillman’s  Run.  Dr.  William  H.  Jordan  migrated  to  the  United  States  from 
England  when  a  youth  of  seventeen  years.  He  belonged  to  a  family  of  culture 
and  refinement,  both  his  father  and  grandfather  having  been  graduates  of  Ox¬ 
ford  College.  He  began  his  ministerial  career  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  years  as 
a  circuit  rider,  continuing  in  the  work  until  his  death  in  1910.  Mrs.  Jordan,  a 
native  of  Illinois,  but  of  a  Georgia  family,  passed  away  on  the  1st  of  August 
1899. 

Reared  amid  the  refining  influences  of  an  intellectual  home  William  N.  Jor¬ 
dan  pursued  his  education  in  the  common  schools  of  Illinois,  graduating  from 
the  high  school  of  Princeton  in  1883.  Subsequently  thereto  he  attended  Adrian 
College  at  Adrian,  Michigan,  receiving  his  Ph.  B.  with  the  class  of  1886.  Upon 
the  completion  of  his  education  he  accepted  the  position  of  principal  of  schools 
at  Neponset,  Illinois.  He  withdrew  from  this  at  the  end  of  a  year  to  become 
editor  of  the  Hancock  County  Herald  at  La  Harpe,  Illinois.  From  there  he  mi¬ 
grated  to  Holyoke,  Colorado,  where  he  founded  the  Colorado  State  Herald,  with 
which  publication  he  was  identified  for  nine  years  and  controlling  the  manage¬ 
ment  for  two. 

Mr.  Jordan  has  had  rather  extensive  interests  in  several  banking  institutions 
of  the  west,  among  them  being  the  Farmers  and  Merchants  Bank  at  Holyoke,  the 
Commercial  State  Bank  at  Champion,  Nebraska,  and  the  Exchange  Bank  at 
Venango,  that  state,  and  also  the  Jordan  Bank  at  Baxter,  Iowa.  Recognizing  a 
broader  field  for  his  abilities  Mr.  Jordan  withdrew  from  journalism  and,  com¬ 
ing  to  Des  Moines,  entered  the  law  department  of  Drake  University,  from  which 
he  obtained  the  degree  of  LL.  B.  in  1899.  The  extensive  scope  of  his  activities 
united  with  a  keen  intellect  and  the  well  trained  mind  of  the  scholar,  enabled  Mr. 
Jordan  to  begin  his  practice  on  a  plane  which  the  majority  of  his  profession  do 
not  attain  for  several  years  following  their  admission  to  the  bar.  A.  compre¬ 
hensive  understanding  of  the  principles  of  jurisprudence,  together  with  active 
reasoning  powers  and  the  ability  to  quickly  recognize  the  flaws  in  his  opponent’s 
argument,  have  made  Mr.  Jordan  a  much  dreaded  adversary  in  forensic 
encounters. 

In  Jasper  county,  Iowa,  on  the  1st  of  January,  1891,  was  celebrated  the  mar¬ 
riage  between  Mr.  Jordan  and  Miss  Mabel  R.  Mclntire,  a  daughter  of  Erastus 
and  Hester  Mclntire,  both  of  whom  are  living.  Mr.  Mclntire,  who  was  one  of 
the  California  forty-niners,  migrated  to  Iowa  in  1879  and  engaged  in  agricultural 
pursuits,  but  has  for  some  time  past  been  living  retired.  Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Jordan  have  been  born  two  sons :  Wiliam  R.  and  Herbert  S.  The  religious  views 
of  both  accord  with  the  principles  of  the  Congregational  denomination,  their 
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affiliation  being  with  the  Plymouth  church.  Mr.  Jordan  is  a  past  master  of  the 
Masonic  order  and  a  Knight  Templar;  he  is  also  a  past  chancellor  of  the  Knights 
of  Pythias  and  a  member  of  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America.  A  golf  enthu¬ 
siast  he  is  a  member  of  the  Waveland  Park  Golf  Club,  and  for  two  years  has 
been  president  of  that  organization.  Mrs.  Jordan  is  identified  with  Chautauqua 
work,  being  now  president  of  the  Chautauqua  Union  of  the  City  of  Des  Moines. 

In  matters  political  Mr.  Jordan  gives  his  support  to  the  candidates  of  the  re¬ 
publican  party.  Although  he  always  takes  an  active  interest  in  civic  affairs,  he 
has  never  aspired  to  a  municipal  office,  preferring  to  concentrate  his  entire  energy 
upon  the  development  of  his  legal  practice  in  which  he  is  meeting  with  such 
marked  success. 


WILLIAM  ALBERT  PARK. 

Among  those  who  deserve  mention  in  a  work  of  enduring  interest  to  Des 
Moines  and  Polk  county  should  be  named  William  Albert  Park,  now  deceased. 
He  was  for  seventeen  years  a  prominent  member  of  the  Polk  county  bar,  gaining 
a  reputation  in  the  state  as  one  of  its  ablest  lawyers.  That  he  possessed  marked 
ability  and  substantial  worth  was  amply  attested  by  his  success  in  the  courts  and 
also  by  the  general  esteem  in  which  he  was  held.  His  useful  career  was  brought 
to  a  termination  by  the  hand  of  death  April  2,  1897,  he  being  then  forty-six  years 
of  age. 

He  was  born  at  Alto,  Indiana,  July  26,  1851,  a  son  of  Andrew  and  Amanda 
(Judkins)  Park.  The  father  was  a  native  of  Virginia  and  came  of  good  Revolu¬ 
tionary  stock,  while  his  wife  was  born  in  Ohio,  the  daughter  of  a  native  of  North 
Carolina.  The  family  moved  from  Howard  county,  Indiana,  to  Warren  county, 
Iowa,  locating  near  Indianola,  where  Andrew  Park  engaged  in  agricultural  pur¬ 
suits,  later  settling  in  Indianola,  where  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  days.  He 
was  a  man  of  sturdy  characteristics,  straightforward,  outspoken,  thoroughly  hon¬ 
est  and  absolutely  fearless.  In  his  later  years  he  filled  several  public  offices  of 
trust  and  responsibility.  He  engaged  in  his  country’s  service  at  the  time  of  the 
Mexican  war,  acquitting  himself  most  nobly. 

William  A.  Park  came  with  his  parents  to  Iowa  in  the  fall  of  1851  and  passed 
his  boyhood  upon  his  father's  farm,  where  he  became  thoroughly  acquainted  with 
the  various  duties  pertaining  to  agriculture  and  stock-raising.  He  received  his 
preliminary  education  in  the  district  schools,  showing  a  strong  inclination  for  study 
and  easily  standing  at  the  head  of  his  classes.  He  became  a  student  of  Simpson 
College  at  Indianola,  where  he  maintained  a  very  high  standing.  He  was  nine¬ 
teen  years  of  age  when,  in  1870,  he  was  appointed  deputy  treasurer  of  Warren 
county,  and  at  twenty  years  of  age  matriculated  at  the  University  of  Michigan, 
having  decided  to  pursue  the  law  course  in  that  institution.  He  was  prevented 
from  completing  his  course  after  eight  months’  study  by  a  severe  illness.  In  1873 
he  received  the  appointment  under  E.  R.  Mason  of  deputy  clerk  of  the  United 
States  circuit  court  at  Des  Moines  and  removed  to  this  city,  occupying  the  office 
for  seven  years,  during  a  large  portion  of  which  time  he  was  practically  in  charge 
of  the  work.  On  July  1,  1880,  Mr.  Park  was  admitted  to  the  bar  and  at  once 
began  practice  with  offices  in  the  Windsor  block,  later  associating  with  W.  S. 
Clark  for  a  short  time  and  then  with  Fred  Lehman  as  Lehman  &  Park.  This 
partnership  was  dissolved  when  Mr.  Lehman  moved  to  St.  Louis  and  Mr.  Park 
was  then  associated  with  W.  E.  Odell,  until  January  1,  1897,  from  which  time  he 
was  a  partner  with  C.  A.  Ballreich.  Soon  after  beginning  his  legal  career  he  com¬ 
manded  a  lucrative  patronage  and  proved  himself  to  be  the  peer  of  many  who 
had  previously  been  regarded  as  leaders  at  the  bar.  He  served  for  a  number  of 
years  as  attorney  for  the  State  Traveling  Men’s  Association,  the  North-Western 
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R3.1lr03.cl,  the  lows,  Savings  &  Loan  Associ3tion  and  3.  number  of  other  important 
organizations.  He  was  an  active  member  of  the  Polk  County  Bar  Association 
and  became  its  president,  also  tilling  a  similar  position  in  the  Commercial  Ex¬ 
change. 

On  the  6th  of  January,  1874,  Mr.  Park  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Sophia 
Goodman,  of  Indianola,  daughter  of  Israel  and  Elizabeth  (Finley)  Goodman,  the 
father  being  a  well  known  contractor  of  Warren  county.  Seven  children  blessed 
the  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Park,  namely:  Ernest  S.,  of  Dayton,  Ohio,  who 
married  Ethel  Coate,  a  daughter  of  John  and  Lucinda  Coate,  of  West  Milton, 
Ohio;  Bessie  M.,  supervisor  of  Des  Moines  kindergartens;  Howard  G.,  now  con¬ 
nected  with  the  Iowa  Loan  &  Trust  Company;  William  E. ;  Helen  M.’;  Andrew; 
and  Philip,  who  died  at  the  age  of  three  and  one-half  years. 

Mr.  Park  was  an  earnest  believer  in  the  Christian  religion  and  a  valued  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Methodist  church.  Fraternally  he  was  quite  prominent  in  the  state, 
being  identified  with  the  various  Masonic  orders,  including  the  lodge,  chapter, 
commandery,  council  and  consistory,  becoming  a  thirty-second  degree  Mason.  He 
was  an  active  worker  in  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  passing  through  all  the  chairs 
and  attaining  the  title  of  past  grand  chancellor  of  Knights  of  Pythias  of  Iowa, 
and  was  an  officer  of  the  Supreme  Lodge  at  the  time  of  his  death.  He  was  also 
connected  with  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  and  with  the  Benevolent 
Protective  Order  of  Elks.  Politically  he  gave  his  adherence  to  the  democratic 
party. 

His  success  as  a  lawyer  and  his  high  standing  as  a  citizen  were  due  to  his 
untiring  industry  and  remarkable  ability.  He  was  a  true  husband  and  a  kind 
father,  a  man  of  supreme  intelligence  and  unwavering  integrity  and  one  to  whom 
the  golden  rule  was  a  part  of  his  daily  life.  He  not  only  believed  in  the  brother¬ 
hood  of  mankind  but  in  the  fullest  sense  of  the  word  he  lived  it.  His  assistance 
and  advice  were  always  freely  given  to  the  needy  poor  wherever  found.  His 
abundant  work  in  cooperation  with  the  Associated  Charities  as  well  as  independ¬ 
ently  won  for  him  scores  of  friends  and  established  in  the  hearts  of  thousands 
the  memory  of  a  man  who  marked  not  the  goal  of  success  with  fame  or  fortune 
but  whose  whole  purpose  was  to  relieve  the  depression  and  lift  his  fellowmen  to  a 
higher  plane  of  life.  Such  a  spirit  can  never  be  lost  to  the  world  and  must  have 
stepped  into  a  greater  and  more  beautiful  life  when  the  door  closed  upon  him  and 
shut  him  from  mortal  vision.  But  such  a  friend,  so  dear,  so  loyal,  so  great¬ 
hearted,  can  never  be  replaced  to  those  who  knew  him. 


JOSEPH  ADDISON  DYER. 

Joseph  Addison  Dyer,  who  is  engaged  in  the  practice  of  law  in  Des  Moines, 
was  born  in  Grayson  county,  Texas,  on  the  23d  of  March,  1863,  his  parents 
being  the  Rev.  H.  P.  and  Katherine  (Foster)  Dyer,  the  father  a  native  of  In¬ 
diana  and  the  mother  of  Missouri,  but  both  of  Scotch-Irish  descent.  Mr.  Dyer, 
who  is  a  minister  of  the  Christian  denomination,  still  survives  and  makes  his 
home  in  Dallas  county,  but  the  mother  passed  away  in  1875. 

The  first  thirteen  years  of  his  life  Joseph  Addison  Dyer  passed  in  his  native 
state,  but  in  1876,  shortly  following  the  death  of  the  mother,  the  family  migrated 
to  Iowa,  locating  in  Carlisle,  and  removing  from  there  to  Indianola,  where  they 
remained  about  a  year  and  then  went  to  Kellogg,  in  which  place  they  resided  for 
ten  or  twelve  years.  Mr.  Dyer  obtained  his  preliminary  education  in  the  com¬ 
mon  schools  of  Texas  and  Indianola  and  Kellogg,  after  the  completion  of  which 
he  entered  Drake  University.  He  was  a  member  of  the  class  of  1886  but  was 
unable  to  graduate,  owing  to  the  fact  of  illness  having  put  him  back  about  one- 
half  semester  in  his  work. 
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Going  to  Kansas  in  1886  he  entered  the  law  office  of  Ray  &  Geiger,  where  he 
remained  for  two  years,  during  which  time  he  devoted  his  attention  to  the 
study  of  jurisprudence,  being  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1889.  Returning  to  Iowa 
in  1891  he  located  in  Des  Moines,  where  he  established  an  office  and  has  ever 
since  been  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  profession.  About  three  years  ago  Mr. 
Dyer  conceived  the  idea  of  establishing  night  classes  in  law  for  the  benefit  of 
the  laity,  believing  that  a  knowledge  of  the  simpler  legal  principles  is  essential 
in  the  education  of  any  business  man.  He  formulated  his  ideas  and  organized 
a  class,  engaging  Judge  Cutting  of  the  probate  court  of  Cook  county,  Illinois, 
to  deliver  the  opening  lecture  on  the  evening  of  the  13th  of  February,  1911. 
That  his  idea  appeared  feasible  to  the  class  of  men  whom  it  was  his  desire  to 
interest  is  manifested  by  the  fact  that  the  class  opened  with  fifty  pupils,  among 
whom  are  numbered  cashiers  from  three  of  the  leading  banks,  as  well  as  some  of 
the  well  known  real-estate  men  and  representatives  of  various  commercial  ac¬ 
tivities  in  the  city. 

On  the  31st  of  March,  1886,  Mr.  Dyer  was  married  to  Miss  Emma  George,  a 
daughter  of  Thomas  and  Nira  (Moore)  George.  Mrs.  Dyer  was  born  in  Eddy- 
ville,  Iowa,  but  removed  to  Des  Moines  with  her  parents  when  a  babe  of  six 
months,  having  made  this  city  her  home  practically  ever  since.  She  completed 
her  education  at  Drake  University  and  has  always  taken  a  great  interest  in  botany, 
to  which  subject  she  devotes  much  of  her  leisure.  Six  children  have  been  born 
of  this  union:  Benjamin  George,  who  was  married  in  1910  to  Georgia  Houghton; 
Madge,  the  wife  of  Frank  W.  Drummond,  of  Falfurrias,  Texas,  where  he  en¬ 
gages  in  contracting  and  building;  Roland  M. ;  Mildred;  Thomas  L.,  who  is 
fifteen  years  of  age  and  a  boy  singer  of  note  having  twice  crossed  the  continent 
on  concert  tours  before  attaining  the  age  of  thirteen ;  and  Marian.  The  four 
older  children  are  graduates  of  the  Des  Moines  high  school,  while  they  all  affiliate 
with  the  Christian  church,  and  Mr.  Dyer  is  a  member  of  the  Brotherhood  of 
American  Yeomen. 

Prior  to  the  advent  of  William  J.  Bryan  and  the  sixteen-to-one  silver  issue 
Mr.  Dyer  always  gave  his  political  support  to  the  democratic  party  and  was  the 
nominee  on  their  ticket  for  congress  in  1892,  but  since  1896  has  given  his  allegi¬ 
ance  to  the  republican  party.  He  was  only  twenty-nine  years  of  age  when  he 
ran  for  congress  and  had  he  been  elected  would  have  been  the  youngest  member 
of  the  house.  Mr.  Dyer  is  now  very  much  interested  in  the  development  of  his 
law  school,  to  which  he  is  devoting  a  great  deal  of  attention,  believing  that  he  is 
filling  a  long  recognized  need. 


CHARLES  NAMUR. 

Charles  Namur  has  in  his  business  career  shown  a  versatility  possessed  by 
few  men,  and  today,  in  addition  to  being  the  leading  druggist  in  Des  Moines,  he 
is  at  the  head  of  several  other  enterprises  that  under  his  management  have  been 
remarkably  successful.  He  has  rare  talent  in  perceiving  business  opportunities 
and  of  estimating  conditions  correctly,  and,  having  once  embarked  in  an  under¬ 
taking  he  brings  to  bear  an  unfaltering  persistency  of  purpose  that  leads  to 
almost  certain  success.  He  was  born  at  Sigourney,  Iowa,  February  28,  1871, 
the  son  of  Theodore  and  Christina  (Treble)  Namur,  the  former  of  whom  was 
bom  in  Germany  in  1842  and  the  latter  in  Iowa  in  1847.  There  were  seven 
children  in  the  family,  five  of  whom  are  now  living:  Charles,  the  subject  of  this 
review;  Henrietta,  at  home;  George,  of  Sigourney;  Theodore,  Jr.,  who  is  mar¬ 
ried  and  living  in  Nebraska;  and  Karl,  also  at  home. 

Charles  Namur  received  his  preliminary  education  in  the  common  schools 
of  his  native  town  and  was  graduated  from  the  high  school  in  1888.  Having 
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decided  to  devote  his  attention  to  pharmacy,  he  took  a  private  course  of  instruc¬ 
tion  under  a  professor  of  the  Chicago  College  of  Pharmacy,  and  as  he  was  a 
close  and  willing  student,  he  received  a  great  deal  of  benefit  from  his  studies  of 
which  he  has  since  made  practical  application.  After  ten  years  with  the  Charles 
W.  Rogg  Drug  Company,  he  entered  business  under  the  firm  name  of  Namur  & 
Vincent,  the  store  being  located  at  No.  611  Walnut  street.  In  1904  he  purchased 
the  interest  of  his  partner  and  subsequently  moved  to  his  present  quarters  at  No. 
617  Walnut  street,  where  he  maintains  one  of  the  most  popular  drug  stores  in 
the  city.  He  also  has  what  is  claimed  to  be  the  largest  soda  fountain  that  has 
ever  been  installed  and  maintains  an  elaborate  lunch  establishment.  It  requires 
five  men  to  attend  to  the  business  which  is  attracted  by  the  soda  fountain,  the 
service  being  unsurpassed  anywhere  in  the  country.  The  store  is  stocked  with 
a  large  and  well  selected  line  of  drugs  and  Mr.  Namur  does  an  extensive  pre¬ 
scription  business.  He  also  maintains  a  high  class  moving  picture  establishment 
at  the  Colonial  and  has  opened  a  skating  rink  which  covers  a  quarter  of  a  block 
and  is  one  of  the  most  completely  appointed  and  best  conducted  establishments 
of  the  kind  in  the  United  States. 

Politically  Mr.  Namur  is  independent,  preferring  to  exercise  the  right  of 
American  citizenship  to  vote  for  the  men  ,  instead  of  the  party.  In  making  up  his 
ballot  he  takes  carefully  into  consideration  the  character  and  qualifications  of 
candidates.  He  is  a  stanch  believer  in  the  authority  of  the  Bible  and  holds 
membership  in  the  Lutheran  church.  Cordial  and  pleasing  in  address,  he  has 
made  many  friends  who  are  attracted  to  him  not  only  on  account  of  his  genial 
characteristics  but  because  of  his  recognized  liberality  and  public  spirit  and  his 
high  standing  in  business  circles. 


WILLIAM  ALEXANDER  GRAHAM. 

William  Alexander  Graham,  an  active  member  of  the  Des  Moines  bar  since 
1902,  was  born  January  23,  1875,  and  is  a  son  of  William  R.  Graham,  who  was 
a  major  in  the  United  States  army  at  the  time  of  his  death.  He  first  served 
his  country  as  a  soldier  in  the  Civil  war  and  some  years  afterward  went  to  Black- 
awk  county  Iowa,  where  he  engaged  in  manufacturing,  continuing  in  that  busi- 
affter  the  ?utbreak  of  the  Spanish-American  war,  when  he  again  ern- 
]°r  SCrV1Ce  and  dld  duty  in  Cuba  and  the  Philippines.  He  thus  re¬ 
in  i9o3 ^hirremMns8  be°i^  His^wi^ ZTlhe 

J W3S  3  daUghter  °f  n^n.,  a 

T  ^llliam.  A:uGraham  was  only  two  years  old  when  brought  by  his  parents  to 

of  learn Wmthat%Psua  lC  SCh°°}t  ?f  ^lackhawk  county  he  mastered  the?  branches 

entered  Bflnh  ki  y  ~“te  .the.c0“  sehool  curriculum.  .In  1891  he 
entered  Beloit  College  of  Wisconsin,  in  which  he  spent  three  years  and  later 

was  for  two  years  a  student  at  the  Leland  Stanford  University  of  Cahfornia 

versltv  wfth^e  hC  CT]pIeted  hls  law  course  in  the  Iowa  State  Uni- 

1  tb  clas^  of  [89 7,  and  located  for  practice  in  Harrisonburg  Virginia 

where  he  remained  for  about  a  year.  After  the  outbreak  of  the  SpanLh-Ameri- 

tUrnrdato  CeTa^Falls T  hlS ,fat,her,re-entered  the  army,  William  A.  Graham  re¬ 
practice  there  f  rn^  rgng  ^  W1^  hi§  mother>  and  was  in  active  law 

p  ce  there  from  1898  until  1902,  when  he  came  to  Des  Moines  His  abilitv 


298 


CITY  OF  DES  MOINES  AND  POLK  COUNTY 


Iowa,  who  came  to  this  state  about  a  quarter  of  a  century  ago.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Graham  have  one  son,  Alexander.  The  parents  are  members  of  the  Episcopal 
church  and  Mr.  Graham  belongs  also  to  the  Modern  Woodmen  camp  and  the 
Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks.  His  political  allegiance  is  that  of 
an  ‘‘old  line'  republican,  but  he  does  not  seek  nor  desire  office,  preferring  to 
concentrate  his  attention  upon  his  profession.  He  has  specialized  in  the  depart¬ 
ment  of  commercial  law  and,  continuously  studying  along  that  line  his  experience 
has  brought  him  a  gratifying  practice. 


LAMOINE  MOTT. 

Lamoine  Mott  in  commercial  and  manufacturing  circles  attained  a  position 
of  leadership  in  Des  Moines  and  the  city  benefited  largely  by  his  efforts  along 
business  lines,  for  his  labors  were  at  all  times  an  element  in  public  progress  and 
prosperity  as  well  as  in  individual  success.  A  resolute  purpose  enabled  him  to 
accomplish  what  he  undertook  and  at  the  same  time  his  business  affairs  always 
measured  up  to  the  highest  standard  of  commercial  ethics. 

A  native  of  Ohio,  Mr.  Mott  was  born  in  Woodsfield,  on  the  28th  of  May,  1841, 
a  son  of  Dr.  Henry  H.  and  Mary  (Lockwood)  Mott,  his  father  being  one  of  the 
pioneer  physicians  of  that  state.  His  maternal  grandfather,  Judge  David  Lock- 
wood,  was  one  of  the  first  judges  of  Belmont  county,  Ohio,  and  one  of  the  most 
prominent  and  influential  men  of  his  community.  He  was  also  a  soldier  of  the 
Revolutionary  war. 

Lamoine  Mott  pursued  his  education  in  the  schools  of  Barnesville,  Ohio,  to 
which  place  his  parents  removed  when  he  was  but  three  years  of  age,  so  that  his 
boyhood  and  youth  were  there  passed.  He  was  still  a  resident  of  the  Buckeye 
state,  when,  on  the  8th  of  June,  1864,  at  the  age  of  twenty-three  years,  he  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Gertrude  Anshutz,  a  resident  of  Moundsville,  West 
Virginia. 

In  the  spring  of  1868  Mr.  Mott  removed  westward  to  Des  Moines  and  lived 
until  the  following  spring  upon  a  farm  four  miles  northwest  of  the  city.  He  then 
took  up  his  abode  in  the  capital  and  turned  his  attention  to  the  grain  and  com¬ 
mission  business,  in  which  he  continued  up  to  the  time  of  his  death,  although 
in  later  years  he  extended  his  efforts  into  other  fields.  As  a  grain  merchant  he 
became  widely  known  throughout  the  state,  for  he  not  only  operated  in  Des 
Moines,  but  in  various  localities,  and  became  one  of  the  leading  representatives 
of  the  grain  and  commission  business  in  Iowa.  So  carefully  and  systematically 
were  his  business  affairs  managed  that  he  amassed  a  considerable  fortune.  He 
was  president  of  the  Diamond  Grain  Company,  vice  president  of  the  B.  A.  Lock- 
wood  Grain  Company,  president  of  the  Shannon  &  Mott  Milling  Company  and 
president  of  the  Mott  Ranch  Company,  all  of  Des  Moines.  He  held  the  con¬ 
trolling  interest  in  the  large  Shannon  &  Mott  Llouring  Mills  as  well  as  in  several 
other  companies,  the  success  of  which  was  largely  attributable  to  his  wisdom 
and  judgment  in  managing  affairs.  From  time  to  time,  as  favorable  opportunity 
offered,  he  made  investment  in  Des  Moines  real  estate  until  his  property  holdings 
In  this  city  were  large.  He  was  also  the  owner  of  much  realty  at  Valley  Junc¬ 
tion,  together  with  several  orange  groves  at  San  Diego,  California,  and  ranch 
lands  in  North  Dakota.  He  was  likewise  the  builder  of  the  Orpheum  Theater 
and  his  labors  were  in  large  measure  an  element  in  the  upbuilding  and  improve¬ 
ment  of  Des  Moines. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mott  were  born  four  children :  Mrs.  Mary  M.  Day,  of 
San  Diego,  California;  Frank  W.,  living  at  Glen  Ullin,  North  Dakota;  and  John 
A.  and  Clarence  L.,  both  of  Des  Moines.  The  family  circle  was  broken  by  the 
hand  of  death  when  on  the  24th  of  December,  1905,  Mr.  Mott  passed  away,  his 
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death  occurring  in  San  Diego,  California,  where  he  was  in  the  habit  of  spending 
a  portion  of  each  year  supervising  his^  orange  interests  in  that  state.  He  was 
an  exemplary  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity  and  while  he  did  not  hold  mem¬ 
bership  with  any  religious  body,  he  attended  the  Presbyterian  church  with  his 
wife. 

His  political  allegiance  was  given  to  the  republican  party  and  without  aspira¬ 
tion  for  office  hei  was  a  public-spirited  man,  whose  aid  and  cooperation  could 
always  be  counted  upon  to  further  movements  for  the  general  good.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  school  board  and  was  president  when  the  high  school  on  Fif¬ 
teenth  street  was  erected.  He  was  a  most  charitable  man,  but  his  benevolence 
was  always  of  an  unostentatious  character.  Wherever  he  saw  need  he  gave 
freely  for  its  relief,  but  many  were  the  occasions  when  no  one  knew  of  his  bounty 
save  himself  and  the  recipient.  One  of  his  most  admirable  traits  of' character 
was  his  loyalty  to  his  own  friends.  He  never  forgot  those  whom  he  knew  in  his 
earlier  and  less  prosperous  days,  and  friendship  to  him  was  based  upon  an  ap¬ 
preciation  of  worth  and  not  wealth,  and  his  kindly  regard  for  others  was  an 
endearing  quality.  His  life  stood  in  illustration  of  the  Emersonian  philosophy 
that  “the  way  to  win  a  friend  is  to  be  one.”  All  who  knew  him  held  him  in  high 
esteem,  spoke  of  him  in  terms  of  warm  regard  and,  now  that  he  is  gone,  cherish 
his  memory.  He  was  particularly  devoted  to  his  home  and  his  family.  In  man¬ 
ner  unostentatious,  his  true  worth  shone  out  in  every  relation  of  life  and  the  ele¬ 
ments  of  high  and  honorable  manhood  ever  found  expression  in  his  contact  with 
his  fellowmen. 


JOHN  S.  GILCREST. 

The  nineteenth  century  will  be  remembered  as  a  century  of  invention,  the 
world  making  greater  progress  during  that  period  than  for  two  thousand  years 
previously.  It  is  the  genius  of  the  inventor  that  has  provided  the  many  comforts 
and  conveniences  of  modern  life,  and  this  genius  has  by  no  means  been  ex¬ 
hausted.  John  S.  Gilcrest  of  Des  Moines,  deserves. a  permanent  place  among 
the  inventors,  having  brought  forth  an  incubator  which  has  been  acknowledged 
by  many  experts  of  America  and  Europe  as  the  best  device  of  the  kind  that  has 

ever  been  shown.  . 

He  was  born  at  Des  Moines,  April  3,  1863,  the  son  of  Jacob  K.  and  Julia 

(Williams)  Gilcrest,  the  latter  of  whom  was  born  in  Akron,  Ohio.  Mr.  Gil¬ 
crest,  Sr.,  is  also  a  native  of  the  Buckeye  state,  born  January  26,  1832.  He 
possessed  excellent  advantages,  so  far  as  education  is  concerned,  and  was  grad¬ 
uated  from  Hiram  College.  In  1856  he  came  west  in  a  stagecoach,  and  entered 
government  land  in  Story  county,  Iowa,  subsequently  taking  up  his  residence  in 
Des  Moines,  where  he  engaged  in  the  lumber  business.  He  is  now  the  head  of 
the  largest  firm  in  that  line  in  Des  Moines,  and  although  seventy-nine  }eais  of 
age,  his  energies  have  been  very  little  affected  by  the  inroads  of  time,  and  he 
still  discharges  the  responsibilities  of  an  important  enterprise.  He  is  justly  re¬ 
garded  as  one  of  the  leaders  in  commercial  circles  in  Des  Moines.  . 

John  S.  Gilcrest  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  this  city,  and  at  the 
State  University  at  Ames.  He  began  his  active  career  under  his  father  in  the 
lumber  business,  the  firm  being  known  as  the  J.  K.  &  W.  H.  Gilcrest  Lumber  Com- 
pany,  with  which  he  was  associated  for  twenty  years,  becoming  an  expert  in  all 
matters  pertaining  to  the  production  and  marketing  of  lumber.  .In  1898,  he  em¬ 
barked  on  his  own  account  in  the  manufacture  of  incubators  of  standard  merit,, 
conducting  the  business  largely  by  correspondence.  He  has  made  demonstra¬ 
tions  at  the  world  s  fairs  in  America  and  in  Europe,  and  iecei\ed  many  first 
prizes  and  other  valuable  awards,  and  also  recommendations  from  many  of  the 
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leading  experts.  He  has  demonstrated  that  he  can  incubate  eggs  in  Des  Moines 
for  eighteen  days,  take  them  to  New  York,  and  hatch  them  without  losing  an 
egg.  His  great  ambition  is  to  make  a  shipment  to  Europe  with  the  same  results. 

On  the  20th  day  of  September,  1892,  Mr.  Gilcrest  was  united  in  marriage  at 
Des  Moines,  to  Miss  Ella  Bare,  daughter  of  Daniel  Bare,  a  well  known  pioneer 
of  Iowa.  Mr.  Gilcrest  is  a  valued  member  of  Capital  Lodge,  No.  32,  A.  F.  & 
A.  M.,  and  of  the  Grant  and  Country  Clubs.  He  is  an  enthusiastic  and  indefati¬ 
gable  worker,  who  never  spares  any  time  or  efforts  in  seeking  to  accomplish  a 
desired  end,  and  it  is  through  his  great  energy  and  perseverance  that  he  has  won 
the  position  he  now  holds  as  one  of  the  substantial  and  prosperous  business  men 
of  the  city. 


STEPHEN  FARR,  Jr. 

Stephen  Farr,  Jr.,  who  is  conducting  a  grocery  store  at  the  corner  of  Lewis 
avenue  and  South  Ninth  street  in  Bloomfield  township,  near  the  city  limits,  was 
born  in  that  township  on  the  26th  of  March,  1881,  a  son  of  Stephen  and  Addie 
M.  (Goodhue)  Farr.  The  father  was  a  native  of  New  York  and  the  mother  of 
New  Hampshire  but  they  came  to  Iowa  at  an  early  day  and  located  in  Bloom¬ 
field  township,  Polk  county,  where  they  bought  eighty  acres  of  unimproved  land 
at  eight  dollars  per  acre.  After  clearing  and  cultivating  this  for  several  years 
Mr.  Farr  disposed  of  it,  removing  to  Sheldahl,  where  he  bought  a  quarter  sec¬ 
tion,  which  he  operated  for  three  years,  and  then  sold,  returning  to  Bloomfield 
township.  He  purchased  the  old  Theodore  Carpenter  farm,  containing  one  hun¬ 
dred  and  sixty  acres,  and  after  a  few  months  residence  there,  during  which  time 
he  made  many  improvements,  sold  one-half  of  it,  but  purchased  a  nearby  farm 
of  forty  acres. 

Growing  tired  of  the  exacting  and  strenuous  life  of  the  farm  he  retired  to  Des 
Moines  but  at  the  end  of  a  year  returned  to  the  homestead,  where  he  remained 
until  his  demise  on  the  6th  of  June,  1902.  Mrs.  Farr  is  still  living  and  resides 
on  the  home  farm. 

The  preliminary  education  of  Stephen  Farr,  Jr.,  was  obtained  in  the  district 
schools  of  Bloomfield  township  but  after  completing  the  work  there  he  took  a 
course  in  the  Iowa  Business  College  at  Des  Moines.  He  remained  at  home  with 
his  parents,  giving  such  aid  as  he  could  in  the  cultivation  of  the  farm,  until  he 
had  attained  the  age  of  twenty  years,  at  which  time  he  rented  eighty  acres  of 
land  from  his  father  and  engaged  in  the  dairy  business.  In  addition  to  this  he 
also  rented  eighty  acres  of  an  adjoining  farm,  which  he  cultivated  in  connection 
with  his  dairy  business  for  nine  years.  In  the  autumn  of  1910  he  disposed  of  his 
stock  and  on  the  6th  of  October  he  and  his  brother  purchased  the  grocery 
stock  of  J.  B.  Young,  but  his  brother  remained  with  him  only  a  short  time  how¬ 
ever.  When  they  took  possession  the  stock  was  low  and  the  patronage  poor,  but 
being  energetic  and  progressive  young  men  they  immediately  replenished  and  in¬ 
creased  the  stock,  which  they  displayed  in  a  most  attractive  manner  after  re¬ 
pairing  and  renovating  the  building.  Fine  horses  and  nice  delivery  wagons  did 
much  to  attract  patrons,  while  the  courteous  attention  and  kindly  consideration 
shown  to  all  who  called  made  of  them  permanent  customers.  Although  this  was 
a  most  unusual  departure  their  good  judgment,  tact  and  gracious  manner  of 
striving  to  please  every  one  was  the  means  of  enabling  them  to  build  up  an 
excellent  business  within  a  remarkably  brief  time. 

Mr.  Farr  was  united  in  marriage  on  the  19th  of  March,  1901,  . to  Miss  Han¬ 
nah  Williams,  a  daughter  of  Thomas  E.  and  Elma  (Bentz)  Williams,  both  na¬ 
tives  of  the  Hawkeye  state.  The  father  owned  a  large  farm  in  South  Des  Moines, 
which  he  operated  until  1890.  when  he  disposed  of  it,  and  removing  to  Warren 


CITY  OF  DES  MOINES  AND  POLK  COUNTY 


301 


county  bought  an  eighty  acre  tract  at  eight  dollars  per  acre,  which  he  improved 
and  cultivated  up  to  the  time  of  his  demise  in  October,  1910.  Mrs.  Williams, 
who  is  still  surviving,  makes  her  home  on  the  Warren  county  farm.  One  child 
has  been  born  unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Farr,  Thelma  G.,  who  is  now  eight  years  of 

age. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Farr  are  identified  with  the  Christian  church,  and  his  political 
support  is  given  to  the  republican  party,  although  he  does  not  actively  participate 
in  public  affairs,  preferring  to  concentrate  his  entire  time  and  energy  upon  the 
development  of  his  personal  interests,  which  necessarily  are  somewhat  extensive 
as  in  addition  to  his  business  he  continues  his  agricultural  pursuits. 


ISAAC  T.  JONES. 

Although  one  of  the  more  recent  additions  to  the  Des  Moines  bar,  Isaac  T. 
Jones  in  the  three  years  of  his  residence  in  the  capital  city  has  proven  his  worth 
and  ability  in  the  practice  of  law.  He  has  not  concentrated  his  energies  upon 
a  particular  department  but  has  continued  in  general  practice  and  has  conducted 
many  and  varied  cases  to  successful  completion.  Fie  was  born  in  Winchester, 
Van  Buren  county,  Iowa,  April  29,  1871.  His  father,  Dr.  Wiley  A.  Jones,  was 
a  physician  of  Cantril,  Iowa,  for  a  considerable  period.  He  represented  one  of 
the  old  families  of  North  Carolina,  the  great-grandfather  of  our  subject  having 
come  from  Wales  to  the  new  world  about  1790,  at  which  time  he  settled  in  the 
old  North  state.  Dr.  Jones,  having  arrived  at  years  of  maturity,  wedded  Altha 
Miller,  who  is  a  native  of  Iowa  and  of  German  lineage.  Both  are  still  living, 
their  home  being  in  Cantril. 

Isaac  T.  Jones  devoted  his  youth  largely  to  the  acquirement  of  an  education 
in  the  public  schools  of  Cantril  and  in  the  high  school  of  Fairfield,  Iowa,  from 
which  he  was  graduated  with  the  class  of  1888.  He  also  attended  Parsons  College 
of  Fairfield,  and  pursued  a  law  course  in  the  University  of  Michigan  at  Ann 
Arbor,  where  he  was  graduated  with  the  class  of  1894,  receiving  at  that  time 
the  LL.  B.  degree.  Removing  to  Memphis,  Missouri,  he  there  opened  an  office 
and  was  becoming  fast  established  in  a  successful  practice  when  illness  obliged 
him  to  seek  a  change  of  climate  and  he  went  to  Colorado  Springs,  where  he  lived 
for  ten  years.  During  that  period  he  practiced  his  profession  and  later  he  was 
for  four  years  a  resident  of  South  Dakota  and  a  representative  of  its  bar.  In 
May,  1908,  he  arrived  in  Des  Moines,  where  he  opened  a  law  office  and  has  since 
engaged  in  general  practice.  He  has  secured  a  large  and  distinctively  represen¬ 
tative  clientage  and  in  the  trial  of  important  cases  has  won  many  verdicts  favor¬ 
able  to  his  clients.  While  a  resident  of  Colorado  Springs,  he  served  for  a  year 
and  a  half,  beginning  in  1907,  as  assistant  postmaster  there  and  while  in  Bone- 
steel,  South  Dakota,  filled  the  office  of  city  attorney. 

Since  age  conferred  upon  Mr.  Jones  the  right  of  franchise  he  has  been  a 
stalwart  advocate  of  democratic  principles  and  at  present  is  an  active  worker  in 
the  interests  of  the  party.  In  1910  he  had  entire  charge  of  the  literary  bureau 
of  the  democratic  state  central  committee  for  the  state  campaign.  His  opinions 
carry  weight  in  the  councils  of  his  party  and  he  is  widely  known  among  the 
leading  representatives  of  democracy  in  Iowa. 

On  the  25th  of  February,  1908,  in  Villisca,  Iowa,  Mr.  Jones  was  married  to 
Miss  Blanche  Farquhar,  a  native  of  this  city,  and  a  daughter  of  George  and 
Lizzie  Farquhar.  Two  children  have  been  born  to  them:  Elizabeth,  born  in  Des 
Moines,  October  17,  1909;  and  Wilma,  on  the  25th  of  August,  1910.  The  par¬ 
ents  are  members  of  the  Christian  church  and  Mr.  Jones  is  well  known  as  an 
exemplary  representative  of  the  blue  lodge  of  Masons,  the  Odd  Fellows,  Elks 
and  Knights  of  Pythias  lodges.  He  is  also  connected  with  the  Modern  Woodmen 
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of  America,  with  a  Greek  letter  fraternity  and  with  the  Waveland  and  Press 
Clubs.  He  finds  his  greatest  enjoyment  in  taking  trips  into  the  mountains  and 
roaming  at  will  far  from  the  haunts  of  men.  He  loads  a  burro  with  provisions 
and  necessary  implements  and  spends  three  or  four  months  in  tramping  over  the 
mountain  sides,  fishing  and  hunting  when  taste  inclines  him  to  those  pursuits, 
and  finding  in  close  contact  with  nature  the  source  of  health  and  strength.  He  is 
likewise  a  lover  of  all  manly  outdoor  sports  and  is  a  most  congenial  companion 
at  the  campfire  as  well  as  in  social  circles  of  the  city. 


BENJAMIN  FRANKLIN  KAUFFMAN,  Sr. 

Many  of  Des  Moines’  most  successful  professional  men  have  passed  away 
during  recent  years.  Among  these  Benjamin  Franklin  Kauffman  will  long  be 
remembered  not  only  as  a  most  able  lawyer  but  also  as  a  remarkable  financier. 
He  was  born  in  Lancaster  county,  Pennsylvania,  December  12,  1846,  and  was  of 
German  lineage.  The  original  American  ancestor  of  the  family  came  from  Ger¬ 
many  at  an  early  period  in  the  development  of  the  new  world,  settling  first  in 
Pennsylvania.  The  first  authentic  record  of  an  American  ancestor  is  of  Michael 
Kauffman,  who  was  born  in  1723,  and  from  him  the  line  of  descent  is  traced  down 
through  Michael  Kauffman,  Jr.,  who  was  born  in  1764;  Christian  Kauffman, 
born  in  1796;  and  Daniel  W.  Kauffman,  born  in  1819,  to  Benjamin  F. 
Kauffman,  of  this  review.  His  father,  grandfather  and  great-grandfather  were 
all  natives  of  Lancaster  county,  Pennsylvania.  When  Benjamin  F.  Kauffman 
was  still  an  infant  his  parents  removed  to  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  but  owing  to  the 
cholera  which  was  epidemic  there  at  that  time  they  remained  for  only  a  short  time, 
going  thence  to  Muscatine,  Iowa.  It  was  there  the  mother  died  in  1849.  The 
father  married  again  and  took  up  his  residence  at  Keosauqua,  V an  Buren  county, 
where  he  engaged  in  business  as  a  horticulturist. 

Benjamin  F.  Kauffman  assisted  his  father  in  the  nursery  and  attended  the  free 
schools  of  Keosauqua,  finally  succeeding  through  his  perseverance  in  preparing 
for  college.  In  1863  he  became  a  student  in  the  Iowa  State  LTiiversity  but  at  the 
end  of  a  year,  on  account  of  financial  reverses  was  obliged  to  discontinue  his 
attendance.  He  was  a  young  man  of  determination,  however,  and  employed  every 
means  possible  to  equip  himself  for  the  practice  of  law  which  he  had  determined 
to  make  his  life  work.  He  became  a  law  student  in  the  office  of  Judge  Charles 
C.  Nourse  and  at  the  same  time  assisted  in  the  office  work,  thus  adding  practical 
experience  to  the  knowledge  which  he  gained  through  his  reading.  In  1865  he 
became  one  of  a  class  of  thirteen  students  in  the  Iowa  Law  School  which  was  es¬ 
tablished  in  that  year  and  from  which  institution  he  was  graduated  on  the  3d  of 
December,  1866,  with  the  degree  of  LL.B.  At  the  time  of  his  graduation,  how¬ 
ever,  he  had  not  attained  his  majority  and  under  the  laws  of  Iowa  could  not  prac¬ 
tice.  He  therefore  taught  school  until  1868,  when  he  became  associated  in  law 
practice  with  Judge  Nourse,  his  former  preceptor,  continuing  in  that  relation  for 
nearly  twenty  years.  They  practiced  under  the  name  of  Nourse  &  Kauffman  and 
this  became  one  of  the  leading  law  firms  of  the  state.  Later  another  partner  was 
admitted  under  the  style  of  Nourse,  Kauffman  &  Guernsey,  and  upon  the  dissolu¬ 
tion  of  that  connection,  when  Judge  Nourse  withdrew,  to  form  a  partnership  with 
his  nephew,  the  name  of  the  firm  became  Kauffman  &  Guernsey.  As  an  at¬ 
torney  Mr.  Kauffman  soon  took  high  rank.  In  his  legal  capacity  he  represented 
several  railroad  companies  and  drafted  the  franchise  for  the  Des  Moines  Street 
Railway  Company,  which  is  a  perpetual  one  and  has  stood  the  test  cases  in  all  of 
the  courts  of  the  state. 


B.  F.  KAUFFMAN,  SR. 
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In  1883  Mr.  Kauffman  was  elected  vice  president  of  the  Des  Moines  Savings 
Bank  and  continued  in  that  office  until  his  death.  It  was  in  May  of  that  year 
that  the  Union  Savings  Bank  was  organized  and  several  months  later  purchased 
the  Des  Moines  Bank,  which  was  organized  in  1875  by  Judge  P.  M.  Casady  and 
C.  H.  and  E.  S.  Gatch,  and  changed  the  name  to  the  Des  Moines  Savings  Bank, 
on  October  11,  1884,  as  required  by  the  fifteenth  general  assembly.  The  officers 
chosen  were :  P.  M.  Casady,  president ;  B.  F.  Kauffman,  vice  president ;  J.  G. 
Berryhill,  second  vice  president;  Joseph  W.  Geneser,  cashier;  and  Samuel  Mer¬ 
rill,  P.  M.  Casady,  Louis  Harbach,  H.  L.  Whitman,  James  Callanan,  J.  G.  Berry- 
hill,  B.  F.  Kauffman  and  Moses  Strauss,  as  trustees.  The  business  became  one 
of  the  strongest  institutions  of  the  state  and  Mr.  Kauffman  remained  in  active 
connection  therewith  until  his  death.  In  1886  he  became  vice  president  of  the 
Marquardt  Savings  Bank,  to  which  .he  gave  the  full  measure  of  his  genius  for 
business  for  some  time.  In  1891  he  was  elected  president  of  the  Iowa  National 
Bank,  remaining  as  the  chief  executive  in  that  institution  until  his  demise.  He 
was  likewise  president  of  two  insurance  companies.  In  all  that  he  undertook  he 
seemed  to  display  an  aptitude  for  successful  management  and  quick  recognition 
of  opportunities  and  a  ready  adaptability  that  enabled  him  to  meet  the  demands 
and  utilize  the  advantages  of  the  situation. 

Mr.  Kauffman  gave  his  political  allegiance  to  the  republican  party  and  his 
religious  faith  was  manifest  in  his  loyal  adherence  to  the  Methodist  church.  He 
was  likewise  a  member  of  the  Commercial  Club  and  was  honored  with  election 
to  its  presidency  in  1890.  He  belonged  to  that  type  of  men  who  become  leaders 
in  whatever  field  they  may  be  found,  and  his  influence  was  always  on  behalf  of 
the  public  good.  On  the  3d  of  December,  1893,  he  was  called  to  his  final  rest 
and  there  passed  from  the  scene  of  earthly  activity  one  who  throughout  Des 
Moines  was  recognized  as  a  man  of  great  force  of  character,  of  untiring  industry, 
of  broad  mental  grasp,  strong  analytical  mind  and  great  forensic  ability.  His 
temperament  was  sanguine  and  he  was  always  hopeful,  optimistic,  ardent,  ac¬ 
tive,  energetic  and  persevering. 

In  connection  with  his  professional  and  business  career  it  has  been  said :  “As 
a  lawyer  none  stood  higher  in  the  estimation  of  the  courts  and  judges  than  did 
Mr.  Kauffman.  He  regarded  the  law  as  did  Lord  Mansfield  and  as  taught  by  his 
beloved  and  venerable  instructor,  George  G.  Wright,  as  'the  logical  deductions  of 
the  human  mind  as  applied  to  business  and  social  relations  of  man’  that  was 
founded  in  justice  and  equity.  As  a  business  man  the  financial  institutions  seemed 
to  covet  his  probity,  energy,  ability  and  services.  Socially  he  was  genial,  affable, 
courteous  at  all  times  and  under  all  circumstances ;  companionable,  public-spirited, 
actively  interested  himself  in  every  movement  to  uplift  the  moral,  social  and  civic 
condition  of  the  community,  gave  liberally  to  all  worthy  charitable  objects,  and 
in  the  midst  of  a  busy  career  found  the  necessary  time  to  serve  the  public  as 
president  of  that  potential  factor  in  the  progress  of  Des  Moines,  The  Commercial 
Club,  his  son,  B.  F.  Kauffman,  Jr.,  having  been  elected  to  the  same  office  just 
twenty  years  later.” 

The  resolutions  passed  by  the  Polk  County  Bar  Association,  which  read  as 
follows,  were  unanimously  adopted :  “The  members  of  the  Polk  County  Bar 
Association  unanimously  resolve  that  in  the  death  of  Benjamin  F.  Kauffman  we 
have  lost  from  our  membership  one  who  was  devotedly  attached  to  the  interests 
of  the  association,  who  ardently  sought  to  extend  its  influence  and  increase  its 
usefulness,  who  as  a  member  was  zealous  and  untiring,  and  as  its  chief  officer 
added  dignity  to  the  office  and  honor  to  the  organization. 

“That  in  the  yet  wider  field  of  the  profession  we  have  lost  a  brother  who 
embodied  whatsoever  is  excellent  in  the  practice  of  law.  He  was  honest,  true, 
earnest,  learned  and  capable.  He  brought  to  the  discharge  of  all  his  duties  pro¬ 
found  conviction  that  he  was  a  responsible  instrument  in  the  administration  of 
justice.  His  deep  pervading  sense  of  right,  his  loyalty  to  the  cause  in  which  he 
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was  engaged,  his  appreciation  of  the  gravity  of  judicial  proceedings,  were  the 
sources  of  the  splendid  earnestness  and  impressive  seriousness  which  so  con¬ 
spicuously  adorned  his  professional  life.  Thus  equipped  with  the  moral  weapons 
of  the  profession  he  also  brought  to  the  discharge  of  his  duties  a  mind  richly 
stored  with  those  treasures  that  industry  alone  can  accumulate.  His  analysis 
was  keen  and  perspicuous,  his  judgment  sound  and  comprehensive,  his  reasoning 
strong  and  convincing,  his  language  copious  but  clear,  simple  but  eloquent.  His 
life  was  a  striking  illustration  to  the  power  of  integrity  and  industry  to  close  a 
career  in  the  highest  honor,  however  humble  its  beginning. 

“That  in  the  more  sacred  and  tenderer  region  of  friendship  we  have  lost  one 
whose  place  must  ever  remain  vacant,  and  the  memory  of  his  pure  and  upright 
life,  his  encouraging  word,  his  helpful  hand,  shall  rest  like  a  benediction  upon  us 
all. 

“That  as  a  citizen  the  best  can  be  said  of  him  that  can  be  said  of  any  man. 
The  world  is  better  for  his  life.  He  knew  the  relations  he  held  toward  his  fel- 
lowmen,  and  perceiving  his  obligations,  discharged  them  with  conscience  and 
fidelity. 

“That  although  we  dare  not  speak  of  the  grief  of  a  home  bereft  of  husband 
and  father,  we  bring  to  a  sorrowing  family  our  heartfelt  sympathy  for  their 
infinite  loss.” 

*  Of  Mr.  Kauffman  it  may  be  said  that  he  was  one  of  those  who  pass  on 

“To  join  the  choir  invisible 
Of  those  immortal  dead  who  live  again 
In  lives  made  better  by  their  presence.” 


ELIZABETH  J.  SHEETS. 

One  of  the  best  known  and  most  successful  artists  of  Des  Moines  is  Miss 
Elizabeth  J.  Sheets,  whose  medallions  and  work  on  china  have  brought  her 
much  more  than  local  fame.  She  is  one  of  the  eight  children  born  unto  George 
F.  and  Martha  A.  (Waits)  Sheets,  retired  farmers  of  Van  Meter,  Iowa,  who 
recently  celebrated  their  golden  wedding. 

The  early  years  of  Elizabeth  Sheets  were  as  barren  and  void  of  the  beautiful 
and  artistic  as  that  of  the  average  girl  born  and  reared  in  the  more  sparsely 
settled  districts.  She  early  evinced  a  strong  artistic  temperament  and  marked 
ability,  which  characteristics  she  inherited  from  her  paternal  grandmother,  but 
her  talent  was  looked  upon  with  disfavor  by  her  family,  who  were  practical, 
hardworking  American  people.  Her  education  was  acquired  in  the  public 
schools  and  there  she  found  little  to  foster  or  encourage  her  abilities.  Never¬ 
theless,  she  never  relinquished  her  dream,  which  was  to  some  day  become  an 
artist.  Every  newspaper  or  magazine  article  which  bore  any  reference  to  art  or 
artists  was  eagerly  absorbed  by  this  girl,  whose  determination  to  attain  her 
ambition  was  but  strengthened  with  the  passing  years.  She  had  reached  the 
age  of  twenty-five  years  before  the  opportunity  for  study  had  presented  itself. 
Realizing  at  that  time  if  she  were  ever  to  accomplish  her  purpose  it  must  be 
then  she  left  home,  and  through  her  own  unaided  efforts  accomplished  her 
ambition. 

Her  first  instructor  was  Miss  Hattie  Williams  of  Carthage,  Missouri,  under 
whom  she  took  water  colors  and  flower  painting  on  china.  Following  that  she 
went  to  Des  Moines,  where  she  entered  the  class  of  Maud  McPherson  with  whom 
she  studied  for  two  years.  She  then  went  to  Chicago  and  studied  under  Profes¬ 
sor  Aulich,  probably  the  finest  flower  painter  on  china  in  the  world.  She  also 
studied  flower  painting  under  Blanche  Snyder  and  conventional  work  under 
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Mrs.  Beechy.  Later  she  had  conventional  work  under  Mrs.  Frazee,  of  Chicago, 
and  figures  under  Professor  Franz  J.  Schwarz,  of  Chicago,  and  Professor  Otto 
Punsch,  of  Richmond,  Indiana,  and  Mrs.  Catherine  Cherry,  of  St.  Louis,  while 
pastel  she  studied  under  Professor  Frisch,  of  Chicago.  Some  estimate  of  the 
thoroughness  of  her  preparation  can  be  obtained  from  the  list  of  her  instructors, 
as  they  are  all  people  of  recognized  merit,  not  only  among  the  profession,  but 
the  world  at  large.  Feeling  that  she  was  fully  qualified  to  open  a  studio  and 
style  herself  a  professional  Miss  Sheets  came  to  Des  Moines  in  1901  and  estab¬ 
lished  a  studio.  That  she  is  a  capable  instructor  as  well  as  artist  is  attested  by 
the  fact  that  two  of  her  pupils  are  now  teachers  of  ability.  Miss  Lydia  Jones 
is  meeting  with  marked  success  in  Cheyenne,  Wyoming,  where  she  has  a  studio, 
while  Miss  Edna  Hull  is  the  head  of  the  art  department  of  Simpson  College  at 
Indianola,  Iowa. 

Although  the  greater  part  of  her  time  and  energy  is  devoted  to  her  classes, 
which  have  become  very  large,  Miss  Sheets  fills  many  private  orders  and  on  two 
different  occasions  has  exhibited  her  work  at  state  fairs.  A  medallion  portrait 
of  Mrs.  Thomas  Neal,  of  Indianola,  took  the  blue  ribbon  the  first  time,  while 
her  second  prize  winner  was  a  medallion  called  ‘‘The  Nursing  Baby,”  exhibited 
in  1910.  Miss  Sheets  devotes  much  attention  to  figure  work  and  undoubtedly 
her  greatest  ability  lies  in  this  direction,  as  many  of  her  medallions  are  to  be 
found  in  the  best  homes  of  Des  Moines  people.  Her  talents  are  not  alone  con¬ 
fined  to  her  chosen  field  of  work,  as  is  demonstrated  by  the  beautiful  home1  she 
erected  on  Ingersoll  avenue  in  1907*  which  was  built  and  decorated  in  accord¬ 
ance  with  her  own  design.  It  combines  both  the  artistic  and  the  practical,  her 
woman’s  knowledge  of  the  requirements  and  demands  of  a  home  doubtless  as¬ 
sisting  her  in  the  latter  respect,  but  the  former  must  be  entirely  attributed 
to  her  wonderful  knowledge  of  proportion,  symmetry  and  harmony.  It  is  orig¬ 
inal,  without  being  incongruous,  artistic,  but  not  odd,  nor  is  it  too  much  at 
variance  with  its  surroundings  to  make  it  pronouncedly  conspicuous.  Those  of 
her  friends  who  have  since  built  homes  have  paid  her  the  highest  compliment 
in  their  power  by  asking  her  permission  to  copy  her  plan. 

Miss  Sheets’  marked  success  in  her  vocation  most  clearly  demonstrates  that 
though  an  ambition  may  be  long  deferred  in  its  realization,  it  need  not  neces¬ 
sarily  be  relinquished.  She  is  a  member  of  the  Rebekah  Lodge  and  the  Metho¬ 
dist  Episcopal  church,  while  to  her  efforts  Des  Moines  is  largely  indebted  for 
the^  founding  of  the  Keramic  Art  League,  which  has  done  much  to  promote 
artistic  interests  in  the  city. 


CLAYTON  VERLING  STANLEY. 

It  is  doubtful  whether  any  insurance  man  in  Iowa  has  gained  more  rapidly 
in  reputation  during  the  last  few  years  than  Clayton  \  erling  Stanley  of  Des 
Moines.  He  owes  his  advancement  and  present  high  standing  entirely  to  his 
own  individual  efforts. 

He  is  a  native  of  Lynnville,  Jasper  county,  Iowa,  and  was  born  June  22,  1873, 
a  son  of  Michael  and  Lydia  Jane  (Bell)  Stanley.  The  father  was  born  at  Spice- 
land,  Henry  county,  Indiana,  March  1,  1829,  and  the  mother  at  Newcastle,  Indi¬ 
ana,  June  15,  1836.  Mr.  Stanley,  Sr.,  was  a  farmer,  except  for  a  few  years 
which  he  devoted  to  the  mercantile  business  at  Lynnville.  In  the  pioneer  days, 
he  and  his  father,  Aaron  Stanley,  made  a  trip  by  wagon  from  Indiana  to  North 
Carolina  and  back,  in  the  course  of  which  they  passed  through  many  thrilling 
experiences,  of  which  the  present  generation  has  but  little  conception.  I  he  jour¬ 
ney  required  three  months.  The  roads  were  treacherous  and  bridges  few,  the 
travelers  sleeping  at  night  in  the  open  air,  and  subsisting  mainly  on  game  killed 
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by  themselves  on  the  way.  This  is  in  striking  contrast  with  the  comforts  avail¬ 
able  today,  when  a  trip  over  the  same  territory  can  be  accomplished  in  a  Pullman 
sleeper  with  comparatively  little  inconvenience.  The  progenitors  of  the  family  in 
America  came  from  England  to  North  Carolina  about  1819,  and  representatives 
of  the  Stanleys  may  not  be  found  in  many  parts  of  the  United  States.  Mr.  Stan¬ 
ley  the  father  of  our  subject,  came  with  his  family  to  Iowa,  in  1858,  and  passed 
the  remainder  of  his  life  at  Lynnville,  where  he  died  May  11,  1904.  The  beloved 
mother  had  been  called  away  August  30,  1894. 

Clayton  Yerling  Stanley  received  his  preliminary  education  in  the  public 
schools,  graduating  from  the  Lynnville  high  school  in  1892.  He  carried  his 
studies  further  at  Penn  College,  Oskaloosa,  and  after  leaving  this  institute  began 
his  active  career  as  a  farmer,  giving  variety  to  his  occupation  by  teaching 
school  in  winter.  However,  he  felt  strongly  attracted  to  business  pursuits,  and 
accordingly  he  came  to  Des  Moines,  and  after  taking  a  course  in  the  Capital  City 
Commercial  College,  entered  the  employ  of  the  Farm  Property  Mutual  Insur¬ 
ance  Association  of  Iowa,  and  became  bookkeeper  for  The  Mutual  Hailstorm 
Insurance  Association  of  Iowa.  He  showed  special  adaptability  in  this  new  line 
of  work,  and,  in  1908,  was  elected  secretary  of  the  company,  succeeding  O.  L.  F. 
Browne.  Since  his  accession  to  this  position  the  company  has  prospered  as  never 
before,  and  today  is  one  of  the  most  flourishing  concerns  of  the  kind  in  the  west. 

On  the  21st  day  of  March,  1897,  Mr.  Stanley  was  married  to  Miss  Effie  El- 
dora  Reeves,  of  Searsboro,  Iowa,  a  daughter  of  Alfred  R.  and  Katherine  (Cralle) 
Reeves,  the  latter  having  been  married  to  Mr.  Reeves  at  Rock  Island,  Illinois. 
The  father  has  devoted  the  principal  years  of  his  life  to  farming.  He  is  a  veteran 
of  the  Civil  war,  in  which  he  participated  as  a  member  of  an  Illinois  regiment. 
He  now  makes  his  home  with  the  subject  of  this  review.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stanley 
are  the  parents  of  four  children,  namely :  Adrin  Loring,  who  was  born  May  8, 
1899,  and  is  now  attending  the  Given  school;  Harold  Michael,  who  was  born 
April  16,  1904;  Alfred  Reeves,  who  was  born  April  9,  1907;  and  Walter  Joseph, 
born  February  22,  1911. 

Mr.  Stanley  has  been  identified  with  the  republican  party  ever  since  arriving 
at  years  of  manhood,  and  is  a  hearty  supporter  of  its  candidates.  In  religious 
belief  he  is  in  full  accord  with  the  Society  of  Friends,  with  whose  teachings  he 
has  been  familiar  ever  since  boyhood.  He  is  public-spirited  and  progressive  in 
citizenship,  faithful  to  his  family  and  friends  and  reliable  in  business.  He  has 
never  sought  to  advance  himself  at  the  expense  of  others,  but  has  through  life 
been  governed  by  a  sense  of  justice  and  honor,  which  is  recognized  as  one  of  his 
most  prominent  characteristics. 


FRANK  P.  McKAY. 

It  has  been  through  close  attention  to  business  and  the  application  of  prin¬ 
ciples  of  honesty  and  integrity  that  Frank  P.  McKay  owes  his  position  as  one 
of  the  highly  successful  druggists  of  Des  Moines.  He  has  been  identified  with 
the  drug  business  of  this  city  ever  since  the  beginning  of  his  active  career  and 
few  men  in  his  line  have  a  more  thorough  knowledge  of  the  calling. 

Born  at  Indianola,  Iowa,  June  1,  1869,  he  comes  of  good  American  stock 
on  both  sides  of  the  family,  his  parents  being  Charles  and  Hannah  (Noble) 
McKay,  the  latter  of  whom  was  born  in  Indiana  in  1837  and  passed  away  in 
1881.  The  father  was  born  at  Taylorsville,  Kentucky,  in  1827,  and  engaged  in 
the  banking  and  dry  goods  business,  serving  two  terms  as  county  treasurer  of 
Warren  county,  Iowa.  In  1879  he  entered  the  office  of  the  postmaster  general 
at  Washington,  D.  C.,  where  he  continued  for  twenty-nine  years.  Since  1908 
he  has  lived  retired  at  Indianola  and  has  now  reached  the  age  of  eighty-four 
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years.  His  mother  lived  to  the  advanced  age  of  one  hundred  and  six  years  and 
a  brother  to  the  age  of  ninety-nine  years.  Another  brother  served  as  the  first 
county  judge  of  Polk  county.  The  Noble  family  was  prominent  in  Indiana  in 
the  early  days  and  included  Governor  Noble  who  was  one  of  the  distinguished 
executives  of  that  state.  Grandfather  Noble  was  an  ardent  abolitionist  and  was 
one  of  the  men  who  assisted  in  operating  the  underground  railway,”  thus  arous¬ 
ing  great  antipathy  on  the  part  of  southern  sympathizers  so  that  at  one  time  a 
reward  of  three  thousand  dollars  was  offered  for  his  apprehension. 

The  following  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles  McKay: 
Walter  N.,  who  married  Miss  Louise  Richie,  of  Indianapolis,  and  is  now  living 
in  Des  Moines;  O’Neil  and  Cora,  at  home;  Dr.  William  T.,  who  married  Miss 
Kate  Adams  and  is  one  of  the  successful  practitioners  of  Arkansas  City,  Kansas ; 
Charles  A.,  of  Houston,  Texas;  Frank  P.,  subject  of  this  review;  and  one  who 
died  in  infancy. 

After  receiving  his  preliminary  education  in  the  public  schools  of  Indianola 
Mr.  McKay,  of  this  review,  went  to  Chicago  and  took  a  course  in  the  Chicago 
School  of  Pharmacy.  Returning  to  Des  Moines,  he  gained  a  practical  knowledge 
of  the  drug  business  under  A.  H.  Miles,  whose  store  was  at  Sixth  and  Locust 
streets.  Alter  an  experience  of  three  years  Mr.  McKay  became  connected  with 
the  Savery  Drug  Store,  which  was  run  by  W.  F.  Crawford.  He  continued  under 
Mr.  Crawford  for  seven  years,  at  the  end  of  which  time,  having  saved  his  mone 
and  deciding  to  go  into  business  on  his  own  account,  he  purchased  the  store 
which  he  has  since  conducted  under  the  firm  name  of  the  F.  P.  McKay  Com¬ 
pany.  He  gives  special  attention  to  prescriptions  and  now  finds  himself  at  the 
head  of  one  of  the  most  popular  drug  stores  in  the  city.  By  conscientious  atten¬ 
tion  to  the  wants  of  patrons  and  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  business  he  has 
gained  a  large  and  lucrative  patronage  and  also  enjoys  in  an  unusual  degree  the 
confidence  of  the  medical  practitioners.  He  is  also  president  of  the  Meek  &  Rob¬ 
ertson  Dry  Goods  Company  of  Indianola. 

In  1889  Mr.  McKay  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Clara  Meek,  a  native  of 
Indianola  and  a  daughter  of  Joseph  T.  and  Louisa  J.  (Pressley)  Meek.  Her 
father  is  engaged  in  the  real-estate  business  in  Indianola.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  McKay 
have  one  child,  Noble  Meek,  born  August  8,  1892.  He  is  a  graduate  of  the 
North  high  school  and  is  now  a  student  of  the  University  of  Missouri. 

Mr.  McKay  has  not  found  time  to  devote  much  attention  to  politics,  but  is 
identified  with  the  republican  party  whose  principles  he  thoroughly  indorses.  He 
is  a  valued  member  of  the  Presbyterian  church  and  socially  is  connected  with  the 
Grant  Club.  He  has  made  use  of  a  remarkable  tenacity  and  good  judgment  in 
his  business  affairs  and  is  therefore  regarded  as  one  of  the  substantial  men  of 
the  city.  While  attaining  prominence  in  business  he  has  also  won  for  himself 
a  high  social  position  and  the  sincere  regard  of  all  who  enjoy  his  acquaintance. 


EDWARD  T.  MORRIS. 

As  the  years  pass  on  and  events  take  their  true  relative  position  in  history,  the 
country  more  and  more  realizes  how  great  is  the  debt  which  she  owes  the  soldiers 
who  defended  the  Union  cause  in  the  dark  days  of  the  Civil  war. 

Among  this  number  was  Edward  T.  Morris,  who  was  but  a  boy  in  years  when 
he  offered  his  services  to  the  government,  remaining  at  the  front  until  victory 
crowned  the  LTnion  arms.  He  then  resumed  his  interrupted  education  and,  after 
preparing  for  the  bar,  opened  an  office  in  Des  Moines,  where  for  thirty-seven 
years  he  has  occupied  a  prominent  position  in  the  ranks  of  the  legal  fraternitv 
and,  moreover,  has  been  recognized  as  one  of  the  most  public-spirited  citizens  of 
the  capital. 


310 


CITY  OF  DES  MOINES  AND  POLK  COUNTY 

He  was  born  in  New  Jersey,  January  25,  1844,  a  son  of  George  and  Hattie 
(Hand)  Morris,  who  were  likewise  natives  of  New  Jersey.  The  father  was  a 
sea  captain  and  followed  that  pursuit  until  he  came  to  Illinois  in  1852,  settling 
in  Sangamon  county,  where  he  lived  until  1863,  when  he  removed  to  Jasper 
county,,  Iowa,  where  he  engaged  in  farming.  For  many  years  he  remained  a 
valued  and  representative  resident  there,  continuing  his  home  in  Jasper  county 
until  1903,  when  he  passed  away  at  the  age  of  ninety-five  years,  his  birth  having 
occurred  in  1808.  His  wife,  who  was  born  in  1824,  survived  him  for  about  a 
year  and  died  in  1904. 

Edward  T.  Morris  was  the  second  in  order  of  birth  in  their  family  of  five 
children  of  whom  four  are  yet  living.  He  was  a  little  lad  of  eight  years  when 
the  family  came  to  Illinois  and  his  education  was  continued  in  the  public  schools 
of  Sangamon  county  and  afterward  in  Central  University  at  Pella,  Iowa.  At 
the  time  of  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  war,  however,  he  responded  to  the  country’s 
call  for  aid,  enlisting,  in  1861,  as  a  member  of  Company  D,  Twenty-sixth  Illinois 
Volunteer  Infantry,  with  which  he  served  until  1865.  He  participated  in  all  the 
engagements  of  his  regiment;  which  at  different  times  was  attached  to  the  com¬ 
mands  of  Grant  and  Sherman.  His  service  was  of  a  very  active  and  arduous 
character  and  he  never  missed  an  engagement  in  which  his  regiment  took  part, 
was  never  wounded  and  was  never  ill.  He  enlisted  as  a  private  and  was  mus¬ 
tered  out  as  a  corporal. 

When  the  war  was  over  he  returned  home  and  resumed  his  education.  His 
more  specifically  literary  course  completed,  he  was  graduated  from  the  law  de¬ 
partment  of  Iowa  State  University  at  Iowa  City  with  the  class  of  1872.  He  then 
came  to  Des  Moines  and  opened  an  office  in  1873.  Here  he  has  been  engaged  in 
practice  continuously  ever  since  and  has  long  occupied  a  prominent  position  at  the 
Des  Moines  bar.  For  twenty  years  he  was  associated  with  H.  Y.  Smith,  under 
the  firm  name  of  Smith  &  Morris,  but  since  1894  has  been  alone  in  practice,  his 
partner  having  died  in  that  year.  He  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  strong  and  able 
members  of  the  Des  Moines  bar.  His  arguments  are  logical  and  convincing,  his 
application  of  legal  principles  correct,  and  he  never  fails  to  prepare  for  attack 
as  well  as  for  defense. 

Mr.  Morris  maintains  pleasant  relations  with  his  old  army  comrades  through 
his  membership  in  Crocker  Post,  G.  A.  R.  He  also  belongs  to  the  Benevolent 
and  Protective  Order  of  Elks  and  to  the  Knights  of  Pythias  fraternity.  In  his 
political  views  he  has  ever  been  a  stalwart  republican,  but  never  an  office  seeker, 
preferring  to  concentrate  his  energies  upon  his  professional  interests.  His  devo¬ 
tion  to  his  clients  is  proverbial  and  at  all  times  he  is  regarded  as  an  able  minister 
in  the  temple  of  justice. 


WARD  CASADY  HENRY. 

The  name  of  Henry  has  long  figured  prominently  in  connection  with  the  bar 
of  Iowa  and,  although  one  of  the  younger  representatives  of  the  legal  profession 
in  Des  Moines,  Ward  Casady  Henry  has  maintained  the  excellent  reputation 
which  has  always  been  associated  with  the  name.  He  was  born  in  this  city  June 
6,  1883.  a  son  of  George  F.  and  Rose  (Casady)  Henry,  his  father  an  eminent 
lawyer  whose  record  reflects  credit  and  honor  upon  the  judicial  history  of  the 
state. 

The  son  was  a  pupil  in  the  public  schools  of  Des  Moines  until  he  had  com¬ 
pleted  a  three  years’  high-school  course.  Subsequently  he  spent  three  years  in  the 
State  University  at  Iowa  City  and  was  graduated  with  the  class  of  1902.  .He  was 
afterward  for  one  year  a  student  in  the  law  deparment  of  Harvard  University, 
and  was  graduated  with  the  class  of  1903.  He  a^so  sPent  two  years  as  a  law 
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student  in  Drake  University,  completing  his  course  in  1906.  The  State  Univer¬ 
sity  of  Iowa  and  Harvard  University  had  conferred  upon  him  the  15.  A.  degree 
and  Drake,  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Law.  Following  his  graduation  he  was 
admitted  to  the  bar  in  June,  1906,  and  in  December  of  that  year  became  a  part¬ 
ner  of  his  father  under  the  firm  style  of  Henry  &  Henry.  He  is  fortunate  in 
that  he  began  practice  in  association  with  one  of  the  eminent  representatives  of 
the  bar  and  yet  to  be  the  son  of  a  distinguished  father  means  that  one  must  live 
up  to  a  reputation  associated  with  a  name,  which  is  often  more  difficult  than 
carving  out  a  name  and  place  for  one’s  self  in  the  professional  or  business  world. 
Ward  C.  Henry,  however,  is  proving  that  his  talents  have  been  well  developed 
and  that  increasing  powers  are  enabling  him  to  cope  with  intricate  and  involved 
legal  problems.  He  is  now  a  member  of  both  the  Polk  County  Bar  Association 
and  the  Iowa  State  Bar  Association. 

On  the  19th  of  December,  1908,  Air.  Henry  was  married  in  Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania,  to  Miss  Florence  Megee,  a  daughter  of  Charles  T.  Megee,  a  native 
of  Delaware.  Mr.  Henry  is  fond  of  all  manly  outdoor  sports  and  when  time 
and  opportunity  permit  he  greatly  enjoys  canoeing  and  tennis.  He  belongs  to  the 
Golf  and  Country  Club,  to  the  Grant  Club  and  to  the  Masonic  fraternity,  while 
his  political  allegiance  is  given  to  the  republican  party.  His  personal  popularity 
as  well  as  his  professional  skill  entitles  him  to  mention  among  the  younger  of  the 
representative  citizens  of  Des  Moines. 


a.  a.  McLaughlin. 

A  young  lawyer  who  at  the  outset  is  well  prepared  for  his  profession  and 
conscientiously  applies  himself,  not  permitting  any  other  interests  to  attract  him 
from  systematic  study,  generally  succeeds  in  acquiring  a  good  practice.  Such 
has  been  the  course  pursued  by  A.  A.  McLaughlin  of  the  Des  Moines  bar,  and  he 
has  no  reason  to  regret  the  time  devoted  to  his  books,  for  he  is  recognized  as 
one  of  the  well  established  members  of  the  legal  profession,  his  reputation  extend¬ 
ing  far  beyond  the  boundaries  of  Des  Moines.  He  was  born  in  Plamilton  county, 
Iowa,  May  13,  1868,  a  son  of  Angus  and  Catherine  (Sells)  McLaughlin.  The 
father  came  to  Iowa  with  his  father,  James  McLaughlin,  in  1856,  and  the  family 
settled  upon  a  farm  in  Hamilton  county.  Mr.  McLaughlin  is  now  living,  but  his 
wife  was  called  away  February  22,  1909,  at  the  age  of  seventy  years. 

A.  A.  McLaughlin  received  his  preliminary  education  in  the  public  schools  of 
Hamilton  county,  and  later  became  a  student  of  Iowa  State  College  at  Ames, 
from  which  he  was  graduated  with  a  degree  of  B.  Sc.,  in  1889.  He  matriculated 
in  the  law  department  of  the  University  of  Michigan,  and  was  graduated  from 
that  celebrated  institution  with  a  degree  of  LL.B.,  in  1892.  Coming  to  Des 
Moines  he  began  the  practice  of  law,  and  after  four  years  associated  with  How¬ 
ard  Clark,  under  the  title  of  Clark  &  McLaughlin,  so  continuing  until  1907,  when 
the  firm  was  dissolved.  Since  1903  he  has  represented  the  Chicago  and  North¬ 
western  Railway  Company,  and  for  the  last  four  years  has  devoted  his  entire 
time  as  attorney  for  this  company.  His  success  in  his  profession  has  been  due 
to  earnest  application  and  a  thorough  knowledge,  not  only  of  the  statutes,  but  of 
court  practice  and  of  human  character.  He  is  a  clear  and  forcible  speaker  and 
never  leaves  any  stone  unturned  in  a  case  which  involves  the  rights  of  his  clients. 

Mr.  McLaughlin  was  married  on  the  23d  of  December,  1895,  to  Miss  Sadie 
Bennetto,  a  native  of  Wisconsin,  and  daughter  of  John  Bennetto,  who  is  now  liv¬ 
ing  in  North  Dakota.  She  came  with  her  parents  to  Hamilton  county,  Iowa, 
when  she  was  a  child,  and  was  reared  and  educated  in  this  state.  The  union  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  McLaughlin  has  been  blessed  bv  one  child,  Margaret,  born  Janu¬ 
ary  3,  1900. 
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Politically,  Mr.  McLaughlin  gives  his  support  to  the  republican  party,  and 
fraternally  he  is  identified  with  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  other  organizations. 
He  is  well  known  in  social  circles  and  is  a  valued  member  of  the  Grant,  Hyperion 
and  Des  Moines  Clubs.  Mr.  McLaughlin  is  now  the  president  of  the  Des  Moines 
Bar  Association  and  is  also  a  member  of  the  Iowa  State  Bar  Association.  In  a 
profession  in  which  advancement  depends  upon  the  personal  qualifications  of  the 
individual,  his  force  of  mind  and  knowledge  of  principles  involved,  Mr.  Mc¬ 
Laughlin  has  attained  a  high  standing  and  is  thoroughly  respected  as  a  promi¬ 
nent  and  useful  member  of  the  community.  He  has  justly  gained  a  goodly  meas¬ 
ure  of  professional  and  financial  success. 


LEVI  JESSE  WELLS. 

Among  the  men  who  established  successful  business  enterprises  in  Des  Moines, 
which  are  now  flourishing,  although  the  founders  have  passed  away,  should  be 
named  Levi  Jesse  Wells,  one  of  the  most  energetic  and  capable  business  men  the 
city  has  known.  He  came  of  a  long  line  of  good  American  ancestry,  dating  from 
early  colonial  times.  He  was  born  near  Dimock,  Susquehanna  county,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  January  28,  1831,  a  son  of  Levi  and  Mary  (Baird)  Wells,  and  was  sev¬ 
enth  in  direct  descent  from  Hugh  Wells,  who  lived  in  Colchester,  England,  in 
1590.  The  American  progenitor  of  the  family  was  Thomas  Wells,  who  arrived 
in  Massachusetts  in  1620.  The  great-grandparents  of  our  subject  on  the  pater¬ 
nal  side  were  residents  of  Wyoming  valley,  Pennsylvania,  and  the  head  of  the 
household  was  killed  in  the  Wyoming  massacre,  the  wife,  with  a  babe  in  her 
arms,  escaping  to  a  place  of  safety.  The  names  of  this  couple  appear  on  a  mon¬ 
ument  erected  in  the  valley  as  a  memorial  to  those  who  died  in  defense  of  their 
homes.  The  grandfathers  on  both  sides  of  the  family  were  members  of  the  pa¬ 
triot  army  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  our  subject’s  grandfather  Baird  serving  with 
the  rank  of  captain.  Levi  Wells,  Sr.,  was  a  native  of  the  Keystone  state.  He 
established  a  farm  in  the  midst  of  a  forest,  which  he  developed  into  valuable 
property,  planting  a  fine  orchard  and  erecting  substantial  buildings,  some  of 
which  are  still  standing.  He  was  called  away  in  the  prime  of  life  at  the  age  of 
forty-seven  years.  There  were  five  children  in  the  family  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Wells,  four  of  whom  grew  to  maturity:  William  D.,  Guy  P.,  Levi  I.  and  Lucretia 
(Wells)  Stone. 

Levi  Jesse  Wells  possessed  limited  opportunities  of  education,  as  he  was 
obliged  to  begin  work  in  the  fields  when  he  was  eleven  years  of  age,  receiving 
four  dollars  a  month  and  his  dinner.  However,  he  attended  the  district  schools 
for  a  few  terms  and  was  a  student  at  an  academy  for  one  year.  At  the  age  of 
fifteen  years  he  was  apprenticed  to  the  carpenter’s  trade,  his  wages  being  sixty 
dollars  per  year  and  his  board.  After  spending  five  and  one-half  years  in  learn¬ 
ing  the  trade,  he  undertook  a  contract  to  build  twenty  houses  for  miners  for  the 
Jessup  &  Millard  Coal  Company,  and  after  completing  this  work  came  to  Polk 
county,  Iowa.  In  1856  he  purchased  two  lots  in  East  Des  Moines,  upon  which 
he  later  erected  buildings,  also  becoming  identified  with  building  operations 
around  Capitol  Square,  and  in  other  parts  of  the  growing  city.  Soon  after  ar¬ 
riving  in  Des  Moines  he  was  employed  as  foreman  in  the  construction  of  a  dam 
across  the  Des  Moines  river,  and  also  in  the  construction  of  a  mill,  showing  an 
ability  which  gave  him  good  standing  as  a  practical  builder.  He  was  for  eight 
months  proprietor  of  the  old  Grout  House,  but  in  1870,  he  found  the  vocation 
to  which  he  was  eminently  adapted,  entering  the  livery  business  and  continuing 
in  that  line  with  increasing  success  during  the  remainder  of  his  life.  He  built  the 
largest  and  most  complete  stables  in  the  city,  one  of  them  being  located  at  No. 
1 19  Fourth  street,  and  the  other  at  No.  818  Mulberry  street,  and  he  also  operated 
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a  bus  and  baggage  line,  carrying  the  mail  and  meeting  fifty-five  trains  a  day.  His 
business  became  the  most  important  of  its  kind  in  the  city,  if  not  in  the  entire 
west,  and  through  close  application  and  good  judgment  he  accumulated  a  hand¬ 
some  fortune.  Upon  the  reorganization  of  the  German  Savings  Bank  in  1900 
he  was  chosen  president  and  served  in  that  capacity  until  his  death  in  1902. 

In  1852  Mr.  Wells  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Mary  Brown,  a  native  of 
Bradford  county,  Pennsylvania,  and  to  them  two  children  were  born:  William 
B.,  now  deceased,  and  Jesse  O.,  who  is  now  in  charge  of  the  business  established 
by  his  father.  The  mother  of  these  children  departed  this  life  in  i860,  and  Mr. 
Wells  was  again  married  in  1861,  the  lady  of  his  choice  being  Miss  Sarah  Bailey, 
a  native  of  Maryland,  who  was  reared  in  Ohio  and  is  now  living  at  the  family 
home  in  this  city. 

Politically  Mr.  Wells  gave  his  support  to  the  republican  party,  and  was  an 
earnest  advocate  of  its  candidates  and  principles.  He  took  an  active  part  in 
politics,  not  as  an  office  seeker  but  as  “a  sentinel  on  the  tower,”  whereby  he  ex¬ 
erted  a  powerful  influence  for  the  betterment  of  civic  affairs.  He  was  genial, 
affable,  kind-hearted  and  generous,  a  good  story  teller,  and  few  men  of  Des 
Moines  enjoyed  to  a  greater  degree  the  affection  and  esteem  of  their  fellow  citi¬ 
zens.  A  man  of  powerful  physique  and  great  force  of  character,  he  was  never 
lukewarm  in  anything  that  aroused  his  interest,  but  gave  to  whatever  he  under¬ 
took  his  earnest  and  undivided  attention,  thus  accomplishing  very  satisfactory 
results.  Generally  at  the  front,  he  was  keenly  alive  to  the  possibilities  of  Des 
Moines,  as  a  business  and  commercial  center,  and  he  proved  an  acknowledged 
factor  in  its  development.  He  passed  away  February  15,  1902,  and  his  remains 
were  interred  in  Woodland  cemetery,  but  the  memory  of  his  many  kind  acts  will 
long  be  cherished  in  the  minds  of  all  with  whom  he  was  associated. 


ISAAC  C.  BALTHIS. 

One  of  the  early  residents  of  Des  Moines  is  Isaac  C.  Balthis,  who  first  located 
here  with  his  parents  over  forty  years  ago.  He  was  born  in  Licking  county, 
Ohio,  on  the  8th  of  May,  1852,  being  a  son  of  George  Washington  and  Ellen  C. 
(Revell)  Balthis,  the  father  a  native  of  Germany  and  the  mother  of  Virginia. 
The  parents  migrated  to  Iowa  in  1867  where  the  father,  who  was  a  merchant 
tailor,  pursued  his  trade  until  he  passed  away  in  1903. 

The  preliminary  education  of  Isaac  C.  Balthis  was  obtained  in  the  common 
schools  of  Ohio  and  Iowa,  following  which  he  attended  Simpson  College  for  a 
brief  period,  after  which  he  took  a  commercial  course  in  a  Des  Moines  business 
college  to  better  equip  himself  for  a  practical  business  career.  When  he  had  ac¬ 
quired  such  knowledge  as  he  deemed  essential  to  enable  him  to  assume  the  heav¬ 
ier  responsibilities  of  life  he  laid  aside  his  books  and  entered  the  dry  goods  store 
of  W.  K.  Bird  in  order  that  he  might  thoroughly  familiarize  himself  with  every 
phase  of  the  business,  having  decided  upon  the  vocation  of  a  merchant  as  his 
life’s  work.  He  remained  identified  with  this  concern  for  eight  years,  at  the  ex¬ 
piration  of  which  period  he  went  to  Colfax,  Iowa,  to  embark  in  business  for 
himself.  He  was  very  successful  in  his  venture  and  continued  to  reside  there 
for  twenty-two  years.  Disposing  of  his  interests  in  1892  he  returned  to  Des 
Moines,  accepting  the  position  of  cashier  with  the  Des  Moines  Water  Company, 
with  which  position  he  has  ever  since  been  identified. 

Mr.  Balthis’  arrangements  and  desire  for  a  home  had  their  culmination  in 
his  marriage  in  1877  to  Miss  Dora  Keffer,  a  daughter  of  S.  B.  Keffer,  who  was 
engaged  in  shoemaking  in  Des  Moines  in  the  pioneer  days.  Five  children  were 
born  of  this  union  as  follows:  Frank,  who  is  the  horticulturist  at  the  state  normal 
school  at  De  Kalb,  Illinois ;  Russell,  who  is  in  the  American  forestry  service  in 
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New  Mexico;  Marion,  who  is  married  to  Carl  \V.  Gregg,  of  Des  Moines;  George 
A.,  who  is  a  florist  at  Union  Park ;  and  Helen,  who  is  still  at  home.  The  family 
always  attend  the  services  of  the  Methodist  church,  in  which  denomination  the 
parents  hold  membership.  Fraternally  Mr.  Balthis  is  affiliated  with  the  Masonic 
order,  his  local  identification  being  with  Pioneer  Lodge,  No.  22,  A.  F.  &  A.  M., 
of  which  he  is  a  past,  master,  and  Consistory  No.  3,  of  the  Scottish  rite.  He  is 
also  a  member  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  Brotherhood  of  Amer¬ 
ican  Yeomen,  the  Homesteaders,  Modern  Woodmen  of  America  and  the  Mystic 
Toilers. 

His  political  support  Mr.  Balthis  always  accords  the  republican  party,  as  he 
considers  that  the  principles  of  that  body  are  best  adapted  to  subserve  the  in¬ 
terests  of  the  majority.  He  has  never  been  an  aspirant  for  public  honors  or  the 
emoluments  of  office,  however,  and  so  does  not  actively  participate  in  civic 
affairs. 


A.  B.  SCHUETZ. 

Although  he  has  tested  his  abilities  with  a  gratifying  measure  of  success  in 
other  pursuits,  A.  B.  Schuetz,  of  Des  Moines,  has  found  the  legal  profession 
more  to  his  taste  than  any  other  occupation  and  he  is  now  well  established  as  a 
practitioner  of  the  Polk  county  bar.  Bom  at  Polk  City,  Iowa,  October  5,  1874, 
he  is  the  son  of  William  H.  and  Elizabeth  (Schoolp)  Schuetz,  both  of  whom 
were  natives  of  Germany. 

Mr.  Schuetz,  father  of  A.  B.,  came  to  America  in  1855  and  made  his  home 
for  ten  years  in  Pennsylvania,  where  he  studied  theology  and  entered  the  min¬ 
istry  of  the  Methodist  church.  In  1865,  at  the  close  of  the  Civil  war,  he  was 
assigned  to  Muscatine  county,  Iowa,  where  he  remained  for  one  year  and  then 
spent  two  years  in  Jasper  county'.  In  1868  he  took  up  his  residence  in  Polk  City 
where  he  continued  his  ministrations  for  many  years,  his  death  occurring  in  Feb¬ 
ruary,  1904,  at  the  age  of  seventy-nine  years.  The  beloved  wife  and  mother  de¬ 
parted  this  life  in  January,  1908,  being  then  sixty-nine  years  of  age.  There  were 
eleven  children  in  the  family  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Schuetz,  nine  of  whom  are  now 
living. 

A.  B.  Schuetz  received  his  preliminary  education  in  the  public  schools  and 
later  attended  Simpson  College.  After  leaving  this  institution  he  was  made 
principal  of  the  Polk  City  high  school  and  continued  in  that  position  for  five 
years,  from  1897  to  1902,  discharging  his  duties  in  such  a  way  as  to  greatlv 
please  the  patrons  of  the  school.  Having  decided  to  devote  his  attention  to  the 
law,  he  matriculated  in  the  law  department  of  Drake  University  and  was  grad¬ 
uated  with  the  degree  of  LL.  B.  in  1904.  Immediately  after  leaving  the  university 
he  became  associated  with  his  brother,  E.  S.  Schuetz  in  practice  at  Des  Moines, 
and  they  continued  together  for  three  years,  during  which  time  they  gained  a  fair 
share  of  the  legal  business  in  this  city. 

In  1907  Mr.  Schuetz  went  to  Wyoming  and  for  two  years  was  identified  with 
the  banking  business.  However,  he  was  again  attracted  to  his  native  state  and 
he  returned  to  Des  Moines  and  took  charge  of  the  Philio  Graeber  estate.  On 
October  1,  1910,  he  resumed  the  practice  of  law,  in  which  he  has  since  been 
continuously  engaged. 

On  June  3,  1906,  Mr.  Schuetz  was  united  in  marriage  at  Des  Moines  to  Miss 
Pearl  Benedict,  a  native  of  this  city,  and  a  daughter  of  Fenton  E.  Benedict. 
They  have  one  son,  Merrill,  his  natal  day  being  August  2.  1908. 

A.  B.  Schuetz,  whose  name  stands  at  the  head  of  this  review,  is  prominent 
in  Masonic  circles  and  is  a  member  of  the  various  bodies,  including  Operative 
Lodge,  No.  308,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  of  Polk  City,  Corinthian  Chapter,  R.  A.  M., 
of  Des  Moines,  and  Wyoming  Consistory.  He  is  also  a  valued  member  of  the 
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Knights  of  the  Maccabees.  He  gives  conscientious  attention  to  his  profession 
and  ranks  as  one  of  the  energetic  and  successful  practitioners  in  the  principal 
legal  center  of  the  state,  his  clients  being  found  among  the  leading  citizens  and 
business  firms  of  Des  Moines.  He  is  a  clear  and  logical  speaker  and  gains  the 
close  attention  of  a  jury  or  audience  by  the  sincerity  and  earnestness  with  which 
he  approaches  any  subject  in  which  he  is  interested.  His  life  has  been  one  of 
unusual  activity  and  as  he  has  from  the  beginning  of  his  business  career  been 
controlled  by  principles  of  honor  and  integrity,  the  future  is  for  him  bright  and 
the  promise  of  increasing  usefulness. 

E.  S.  Schuetz,  the  brother  of  our  subject  and  also  a  lawyer  in  successful 
practice  at  Des  Moines,  was'  born  in  Jasper  county,  Iowa,  April  8,  1867.  He 
received  his  preliminary  education  in  the  public  schools  and  later  matriculated 
in  the  law  department  of  Drake  University,  graduating  in  the  same  class  with 
his  brother,  in  1904,  and  receiving  the  degree  of  LL.B.  The  brothers  engaged 
in  practice  until  1907  under  the  title  of  Schuetz  &  Schuetz,  and  since  this  time 
E.  S.  Schuetz  has  practiced  alone  and  has  gained  general  recognition  as  one  of 
the  able  lawyers  of  Iowa  by  his  purposeful  life  and  strict  integrity.  He  is  inde¬ 
pendent  in  politics,  preferring  to  reserve  his  decision  until  the  time  of  casting 
his  ballot,  but  is  a  patriotic  citizen  and  uses  his  influence  in  such  a  way  as  in 
his  opinion  will  best  advance  the  interests  of  the  state  and  nation.  He  was 
married  January  13,  1892,  in  Polk  county,  to  Miss  Sadie  Hawks,,  a  native  of 
Story  county,  Iowa,  and  two  children  have  brightened  their  home — Edna  and 
Guy  M. 


FRANK  SCHLAMPP. 

Of  sturdy  Teutonic  parentage  Frank  Schlampp,  the  widely  known  jewelry- 
man  of  Des  Moines,  inherited  many  of  the  characteristics  of  his  ancestors  and 
forged  his  way  to  the  front,  notwithstanding  the  gravest  obstacles.  He  is  now 
comparatively  independent  financially,  although  hardly  past  the  middle  of  a 
career  which  gives  promise  of  largely  increasing  opportunities  for  usefulness 
in  the  years  to  come.  Born  at  Burlington,  Iowa,  August  8,  1869,  he  is  the  son 
of  John  and  Barbara  (Pflauz)  Schlampp.  The  father  was  born  in  Germany  Sep¬ 
tember  11,  1823,  and  by  trade  was  a  cabinet-maker.  Mrs.  Schlampp  was  also  a 
native  of  Germany  and  was  born  in  1836.  She  was  the  mother  of  seven  chil¬ 
dren,  four  of  whom  are  now  living,  namely:  Oscar,  who  is  married  and  makes 
his  home  at  Burlington,  Iowa;  Charles,  of  St.  Paul,  Minnesota;  Tillie,  the  wife 
of  C.  E.  Mesmer,  of  Des  Moines;  and  Frank,  the  subject  of  this  review. 

Frank  Schlampp  received  his  preliminary  education  in  the  common  schools 
of  Burlington  and  later  took  a  course  at  Elliott’s  Business  College  (College  of 
Burlington).  After  completing  his  course  he  lost  no  time  in  finding  employment, 
beginning  his  active  career  under  Charles  Waldon,  a  well  known  jewelryman  of 
Burlington.  After  spending  three  years  in  the  establishment  of  Mr.  Waldon. 
Mr.  Schlampp  went  to  Chicago,  where  he  completed  the  trade  of  manufacturing 
jeweler  and  diamond  setter,  devoting  seven  years  to  the  work  and  becoming 
thoroughly  expert  in  all  the  details  of  the  calling  for  which  he  is  by  nature  emi¬ 
nently  adapted.  In  1892  he  came  to  Des  Moines  and  for  one  year  was  in  the 
employ  of  M.  M.  McMillan,  and  also  for  an  equal  length  of  time  was  connected 
with  Herman  Kirsch.  In  1895,  feeling  that  the  time  had  arrived  for  him  to 
became  the  head  of  an  independent  concern,  Mr.  Schlampp  entered  business  for 
himself  in  Room  1,  No.  210  Sixth  avenue.  He  commenced  upon  a  small  scale, 
but  as  time  passed  his  patronage  increased  and  in  1905  he  moved  to  a  double 
room  at  the  corner  of  Sixth  and  Locust  streets,  the  firm  being  known  as  the 
Frank  Schlampp  Jewelry  Company,  of  which  he  is  secretary,  treasurer  and  gen¬ 
eral  manager.  Three  upper  rooms  are  occupied  for  manufacturing  purposes 
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and  twelve  persons  are  given  employment  in  this  establishment,  which  now  car¬ 
ries  a  remarkably  complete  stock,  embracing  everything  that  one  may  expect  to 
find  in  a  first-class  jewelry  store. 

On  the  7th  day  of  June,  1897,  Mr.  Schlampp  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Carrie  Wohlgemuth,  who  was  born  at  Des  Moines  in  1878,  a  daughter  of  Richard 
and  Caroline  Wohlgemuth,  the  former  of  whom  was  engaged  in  the  baking  busi¬ 
ness  in  this  city.  Mr.  Schlampp  owes  his  success  to  his  indomitable  determina¬ 
tion  to  gain  a  position  of  responsibility  in  the  community.  He  is  liberal  to  his 
employes,  straightforward  in  business  affairs  and  genial  in  his  relations  with  his 
friends.  He  and  his  wife  are  valued  members  of  the  Catholic  church.  Frater¬ 
nally  he  is  identified  with  the  Knights  of  Columbus,  the  Benevolent  and  Pro¬ 
tective  Order  of  Elks,  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America  and  the  Yeomen  of  the 
World.  Politically  he  is  a  republican,  but  in  state  affairs  is  in  thorough  sympathy 
with  the  liberal  element. 


RICHARD  P.  CLARKSON. 

Richard  P.  Clarkson  occupied  for  many  years  a  central  place  on  the  stage  of 
action  in  Iowa,  just  as  his  name  today  occupies  a  central  place  on  the  pages  of 
history  and  his  memory  an  equally  important  position  in  the  minds  of  those  with 
whom  he  came  in  contact.  The  philosopher  of  old  has  said :  “An  honest  man  is 
the  noblest  work  of  God,"  and  Richard  P.  Clarkson  was,  indeed,  an  honest  man. 
No  man  has  ever  spoken  to  the  contrary.  Those  who  opposed  him  most  strongly 
in  his  political'beliefs  and  position  never  once  doubted  his  integrity  or  questioned 
the  sincerity  of  his  motives.  His  life  work  was  crowned  with  success,  but  ma¬ 
terial  gain  was  ever  sacrificed  to  his  allegiance  to  the  right  as  he  saw  it.  His 
marked  ability,  however,  enabled  him  to  progress  in  a  business  way,  just  as  his 
many  admirable  traits  of  character  enabled  him  to  take  firmer  hold  upon  the 
affectionate  regard  of  those  who  came  within  the  circle  of  his  friendship. 

Mr.  Clarkson  w’as  a  native  of  Brookville,  Indiana,  born  in  1840,  but  for  a 
half  century  was  a  resident  of  Iowa  and  no  man  was  more  intensely  loyal  to  or 
had  greater  love  for  his  adopted  state  and  the  city  of  his  residence.  He  was  the 
eldest  son  of  “Father”  Coker  F.  Clarkson,  who  for  many  years  was  prominent 
in  Iowa  politics  and  journalism  and  for  several  terms  represented  his  district  in 
the  state  senate.  He  had  been  identified  with  newspaper  publication  in  Indiana 
and  after  coming  to  Iowa  turned  his  attention  to  farming,  but  later  became  asso¬ 
ciated  with  his  two  sons  in  the  ownership  and  publication  of  the  Iowa  State  Reg¬ 
ister  and  continued  his  editorial  work  in  connection  with  that  paper  until  his 
death  in  1890.  His  younger  son,  Hon.  Tames  S.  Clarkson,  regarded  as  one  of 
the  most  distinguished  newspaper  men  of  Iowa,  was  made  surveyor  of  customs 
for  the  port  of  New  York  by  appointment  of  President  Roosevelt  in  1902. 

Richard  P.  Clarkson  was  a  youth  of  fifteen  when  he  came  with  his  father 
to  Iowa,  the  family  home  being  established  in  Grundy  county.  He  had  previ¬ 
ously  learned  the  printer’s  trade  in  the  office  of  the  Brookville  American,  pub¬ 
lished  by  his  father.  The  settlement  of  the  family  upon  the  new  and  undevel¬ 
oped  prairie  farm  led  Richard  Clarkson  to  become  an  active  factor  in  the  work 
of  the  fields,  to  which  he  devoted  his  energies  until  the  spring  of  1861,  when 
he  came  to  Des  Moines  and  secured  a  position  as  compositor  on  the  old  State 
Register,  of  which  he  was  destined  to  eventually  become  sole  owner.  That 
year  witnessed  the  outbreak  of  the  war  of  the  rebellion  and  in  October,  1861, 
he  enlisted  for  active  service  at  the  front,  becoming  a  member  of  Company  A, 
Twelfth  Iowa  Infantry.  He  was  distinguished  for  his  bravery  throughout  the 
war.  At  the  battle  of  Shiloh,  in  1862,  he  was  captured  with  his  regiment  after 
a  gallant  fight  and  was  held  a  prisoner  by  the  southern  troops  for  seven  months. 
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He  was  then  exchanged  and  rejoined  his  regiment,  with  which  he  served  until 
the  close  of  hostilities.  At  his  death  one  who  knew  him  wrote :  “As  a  boy  he 
learned  the  printer’s  trade  and  the  trade  of  a  farmer.  As  a  youth  he  learned 
the  warrior’s  trade  and  as  a  man  he  learned  politics  and  men.  His  intellect 
early  grasped  the  eternal  truth  that  industry  wins  and  industry  became  the 
beacon  light  of  his  life,  and  such  a  habit  did  industry  become  with  Dick  Clark¬ 
son  that  it  was  hard  work  for  him  to  play.  Not  enough  play  entered  into  his 
life  and  had  it  not  been  for  the  rugged  strength  and  the  strictly  abstemious  and 
temperate  life  he  led  his  body  and  mind  long  ago  would  have  succumbed  to 
the  marvels  of  work  which  he  performed.”  Veterans  of  the  Civil  war  have 
declared  that  he  was  an  ideal  soldier  and  there  were  no  protests  when  his  me¬ 
dallion  was  selected  as  one  of  those  to  typify  the  brave  soldiers  of  this  state  on 
the  soldiers’  monument.  He  was  ever  the  champion  of  the  soldiers’  cause,  yet 
he  was  extremely  modest  about  his  own  service.  He  held  membership  in 
Crocker  Post,  G.  A.  R.  While  he  was  always  glad  to  espouse  the  cause  of  the 
Civil  war  veteran  he  did  not  do  it  because  of  the  fact  alone  that  he  had  been 
a  soldier,  regarding  ever  as  a  Toremost  question  the  real  worth  of  the  man  and 
his  fitness  for  the  task  which  he  wished  to  assume.  While  at  the  front  Mr. 
Clarkson  kept  a  complete  diary  of  his  war  experiences  and  these  little  books, 
written  in  a  hand  so  fine  that  it  is  read  with  difficulty,  were  penned  at  night  by 
a  candle  light  in  the  dreary  tents  on  southern  battlefields  and  comprise  one  of 
the  best  histories  ever  written  of  the  campaigns  in  which  his  regiment  engaged 
and  of  the  tortures  of  the  southern  war  prison. 

When  the  war  was  over  Mr.  Clarkson  returned  to  the  work  of  the  home 
farm,  in  which  he  engaged  from  1865  until  1870.  In  that  year,  associated  with 
his  father,  Coker  F.  Clarkson,  and  his  brother  James  S.  Clarkson,  he  purchased 
the  Iowa  State  Register.  Two  years  later  the  brothers  purchased  the  father’s 
interest,  although  the  latter  continued  as  one  of  the  editorial  writers  of  the  paper 
until  his  death,  chiefly  in  charge  of  the  agricultural  department.  When  the 
brothers  became  sole  proprietors  Richard  P.  Clarkson  assumed  the  business 
management  and  his  brother  the  editorial  management  and  they  were  thus  con¬ 
nected  until  1889,  when  Richard  P.  Clarkson  purchased  his  brother’s  interest 
and  became  sole  proprietor.  In  the  meantime  he  had  displayed  notable  ability 
in  the  business  management  of  the  paper,  which  he  had  made  a  particularly 
profitable  investment.  His  brother  was  gaining  distinction  in  the  political  field, 
his  influence  extending  beyond  the  state  into  the  field  of  national  politics  and 
for  a  long  time  he  represented  Iowa  on  the  national  republican  committee  and 
was  on  the  executive  committee  when  James  G.  Blaine  was  a  presidential  can¬ 
didate.  In  1889,  however,  Richard  P.  Clarkson  became  sole  owner  of  the  Reg¬ 
ister  and  achieved  one  of  the  most  remarkable  transitions  that  ever  man  accom¬ 
plished,  abandoning  the  direction  of  the  business  of  the  counting  room  of  an 
immense  establishment  and  taking  up  totally  different  work,  that  of  editorial 
writer.  His  son  John  R.  Clarkson  then  became  manager  of  the  business  end 
of  the  paper  and  later  his  son  Frank  P.  Clarkson  became  associate  editor.  This 
relation  was  maintained  until  illness  caused  the  retirement  of  the  father,  who 
in  July,  1902,  sold  the  Register  to  George  E.  Roberts.  It  was  characteristic  of 
him  that  he  gave  Mr.  Roberts  the  opportunity  of  purchase.  He  had  many 
opportunities  to  sell  the  paper  but  years  before  he  had  promised  Mr.  Roberts 
the  first  chance  to  buy  if  it  were  ever  for  sale,  and  true  to  his  promise  notified 
his  successor  that  the  paper  was  to  be  disposed  of. 

At  the  time  of  his  death  one  of  the  local  papers  said :  “That  Richard  P. 
Clarkson  was  uncompromising  in  his  inflexible  devotion  to  the  principles  of  the 
republican  party  was  daily  demonstrated  by  the  editorial  page  of  the  Register. 
From  1889  to  the  death  of  President  McKinley  there  seemed  to  be  a  series  of 
most  remarkable  political  and  other  events  in  Iowa  and  the  nation.  The  McKin¬ 
ley  bill  and  Blaine’s  reciprocity  induced  an  editorial  discussion  not  unlike  that 
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proceeding  in  the  newspapers  of  today;  the  election  of  Cleveland  and  the  panic 
in  business  and  commerce  which  marked  1896-97;  the  free  silver  agitation  which 
had  six  million  supporters ;  the  revolution  in  temperance  legislation  in  this  state ; 
the  bitter  municipal  quarrels  in  which  Des  Moines  spent  much  strength  for 
several  years ;  the  state  census  difficulties ;  the  retirement  of  democratic  state 
administrations  in  Iowa ;  the  beginning  of  the  modern  style  of  primary  politics 
in  this  congressional  district — these  things  served  to  enliven  the  twelve  or  thir¬ 
teen  years  during  which  Richard  P.  Clarkson  filled  the  editorial  chair  of  the 
Register.  He  did  not  seek  to  exercise  direct  personal  control  of  political  affairs 
but  politicians  within  the  republican  party  discovered  that  the  Register  stood 
for  what  its  editor  believed  to  be  the  right.  For  instance,  it  had  been  directly 
responsible  for  the  adoption  of  the  prohibitory  amendment  in  1882;  it  had  been 
responsible  for  statutory  prohibition  which  closed  every  saloon  in  Iowa  in  1884, 
and  it  closed  the  distillery  in  Des  Moines ;  but  when  it  became  evident  to  Mr. 
Clarkson  that  the  prohibitory  law  was  not  enforced  he  was  ready  to  support  the 
legislature  which  would  enact  a  better  statute,  and  did  it.  It  was  his  eye  which 
inspected  the  mulct  law  before  it  was  offered  to  the  legislature. ’’ 

Up  to  the  time  of  his  retirement  as  editor  and  owner  of  the  Register  Mr. 
Clarkson  had  held  but  one  office — that  of  state  printer.  Later  President  Roose¬ 
velt,  in  recognition  of  his  service  to  the  republican  party  in  Iowa,  appointed 
him  pension  agent  for  the  Nebraska-Iowa  agency,  which  position  he  filled  to  the 
time  of  his  death.  It  was  a  tribute  to  his  labor  for  the  republican  party  and  an 
indication  of  the  confidence  which  the  leaders  of  the  party  had  in  him  that 
when  his  name  was  suggested  for  the  pension  agency  other  candidates  stepped 
aside  and  without  contest  or  a  hint  of  opposition  he  was  named  for  the  appoint¬ 
ment.  Throughout  his  connection  with  the  Register  Mr.  Clarkson  made  it  his 
personal  task  every  Thursday  afternoon,  with  his  own  hands,  to  “make  up”  the 
weekly  edition  of  the  Register.  He  wished  to  give  its  readers  every  possible 
line  of  reading  matter  and  he  felt  that  he  could  do  this  best  by  making  up  the 
paper,  for  he  knew  exactly  what  was  of  most  value. 

On  the  4th  of  September,  1867,  Mr.  Clarkson  was  married  to  Miss  Aggie 
Green  and  they  became  the  parents  of  four  children.  The  elder  daughter  is  the 
wife  of  Judge  Edward  R.  Meek,  of  the  Lmited  States  district  court  for  the 
northern  district  of  Texas,  located  at  Dallas.  Frank  Clarkson  is  now  living  in 
Ida  Grove,  Iowa.  John  R.  Clarkson  resides  in  Des  Moines,  as  does  Mrs.  Joe 
Zwart.  The  family  tie  was  a  most  strong  and  enduring  one  and  in  the  summer 
prior  to  Mr.  Clarkson’s  death  there  was  held  a  three  weeks’  family  reunion  at 
Spirit  Lake,  at  which  were  present  all  of  the  children  and  grandchildren. 

Mr.  Clarkson  always  regarded  Des  Moines  as  the  most  attractive  and  desira¬ 
ble  place  of  residence  in  the  United  States,  and  often  in  the  columns  of  his  paper 
gave  proof  of  the  fact,  setting  forth  at  some  length  the  chief  resources  of  the 
city  and  giving  as  his  most  expressive  argument  on  why  one  should  live  in  Des 
Moines  the  unquestioned  fact  that  Iowa’s  metropolis  is  the  center  of  the  best 
food  producing  region  of  the  earth.  He  resided  in  this  city  for  forty-two  years 
and  throughout  that  period  in  every  possible  way  contributed  to  its  upbuilding 
and  development  and  became  interested  in  establishing  many  industries  here. 
He  frequently  spoke  of  Des  Moines  as  a  city  of  beautiful  homes  and  his  own 
residence,  a  stately  mansion  on  Pleasant  street,  contributed  to  this  reputation. 
He  was  a  man  of  most  regular  habits  and  because  of  his  thoroughly  system¬ 
atized  life  he  was  enabled  to  accomplish  a  great  amount  of  work.  He  always 
walked  to  and  from  his  office  for  the  benefit  of  the  exercise  and  he  also  prac¬ 
ticed  calisthenics  in  his  own  home  to  keep  the  physical  man  in  good  condition. 
He  did  not  like  to  be  interviewed  upon  the  street,  but  he  was  always  approach¬ 
able  in  his  office  and  no  man  ever  appealed  in  vain  to  the  Register  for  a  hearing. 
No  man  with  a  worthy  cause  entered  the  sanctum  unwelcome.  The  sorrow  he 
saved  the  hearts  of  men  and  women  by  his  policy  of  never  inflicting  needless 
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pain  upon  the  innocent  is  a  monument  to  his  generosity  and  faith  in  human 
nature. 

Few  men,  not  active  in  politics  as  office  seekers,  have  as  comprehensive  and 
intimate  knowledge  of  the  questions  and  issues  of  the  day  as  did  Mr.  Clarkson. 
He  maintained  the  closest  friendship  with  the  men  of  affairs  of  the  state.  Said 
one  who  knew  him  well:  “His  mind  seemed  entirely  free  from  that  jealousy 
which  so  often  mars  the  character  of  a  great  man  and  he  was  utterly  incapable 
of  any  small  or  petty  action.  It  seemed  that  the  moving  spirit  of  his  mind  was 
pure  patriotism  and  love  of  his  country  and  its  institutions.  His  teachings  were 
for  the  betterment  of  the  community  and  his  life  offers  an  example  to  young 
men  which  if  copied  will  result  in  uplifting  citizenship  to  its  ideal  fulfillment.” 

Death  came  to  Mr.  Clarkson  at  his  Des  Moines  home  on  the  morning  of 
October  3,  1905.  Profound  sorrow  was  felt  throughout  the  state  and  expres¬ 
sions  of  deep  regret  were  heard  on  every  hand.  Judge  Josiah  Given  said:  “As 
the  sad  news  of  the  death  of  R.  P.  Clarkson  reaches  the  statesmen  and  journal¬ 
ists  of  Iowa  they  will  recall  him  as  the  able  and  fearless  editor,  his  comrades  of 
the  army  think  of  him  as  the  brave,  loyal,  patriotic  soldier.  I,  with  many  others 
of  his  most  intimate  acquaintances,  think  of  him  as  the  devoted  husband,  loving 
father  and  genial  neighbor.  It  was  in  his  home  circle,  where  I  had  been  privi¬ 
leged  to  know  him  for  many  years,  that  the  true  worth  of  the  man  was  most 
to  be  seen  and  appreciated.  In  the  home  he  was  ever  cheerful,  spreading  sun¬ 
shine  to  all  about  him.  It  was  in  the  home  with  wife  and  children  and  neighbors 
about  him  that  Richard  P.  Clarkson  was  to  be  seen  at  his  best ;  it  was  there  that 
he  filled  to  the  fullest  the  measure  of  a  good  man.”  Governor  Cummins  said : 
“I  have  heard  with  profound  sorrow  of  Mr.  Clarkson’s  death.  I  have  known 
him  for  nearly  thirty  years  and  have  had  a  better  opportunity  than  most  people 
now  in  Des  Moines  to  understand  his  character  and  appreciate  the  strength  and 
purity  of  his  life  and  the  nobility  of  his  purpose.  He  was  a  strong,  resolute 
man,  with  high  ideals  and  an  inflexible  will.  I  have  known  few*  men  so  deter¬ 
mined  under  all  circumstances  to  tell  the  exact  truth  and  do  exact  justice  as 
was  Mr.  Clarkson.  He  may  not  always  have  been  right  but  his  neighbors  and 
the  readers  of  his  paper  never  doubted  he  believed  that  he  was  right.  His  influ¬ 
ence  was  great  and  good.  The  state  has  lost  one  of  its  best  citizens  and  his 
memory  will  long  be  cherished.” 

From  many  editors  came  tributes  of  appreciation.  George  D.  Perkins  said: 
“It  seems  out  of  time  for  Richard  P.  Clarkson  to  die,  and  yet  it  may  be  that  no 
other  time  could  be  more  fit  to  gather  the  harvest  of  his  ripe  life  and  present  it 
as  a  gift  to  the  prosperity  of  his  people.  What  he  wrought  he  wrought  by 
strength.  That  to  which  he  stood  sentinel  always  was  the  integrity  of  his  pur¬ 
poses  and  the  honor  of  his  name.  He  was  a  great  preacher  because  he  lived  his 
precepts.  He  was  a  great  editor  because  he  rang  true.  He  was  a  dear  friend 
because  he  never  honied  false  words.  It  is  a  consolation  to  go  into  the  heart 
to  gather  immortelles  for  the  crown  of  his  days.  What  he  wrought,  love  wit- 
nesseth  and  God  knows.” 

A.  K.  Bailey  wrote :  “This  generation  of  public  men  and  Iowa  editors  must 
pass  away  ere  the  influence  of  Richard  P.  Clarkson  will  have  ended.  The  Clark¬ 
son  brothers  made  the  State  Register  a  vital  force  and  when  Richard  P.  Clark¬ 
son  came  into  sole  control  the  people  recognized  in  his  editorials  an  honesty  and 
virility  that  marked  him  as  one  of  Iowa’s  greatest  editors.”  “R.  P.  Clarkson 
did  much  to  characterize  Iowa  journalism  while  it  was  in  its  formative  stage,” 
said  J.  L.  Waite.  “He  was  of  that  class  of  editorial  writers  who  individualized 
their  columns  and  it  can  be  said  to  his  honor  that  the  individuality  of  the  Clark¬ 
son  editorial  columns  was  high-toned  and  uplifting.  He  was  a  strenuous  repub¬ 
lican  and  a  hard  fighter,  but  such  an  one  as  gave  that  zest  to  an  encounter  which 
comes  to  well  matched  contestants  actuated  by  high  ideals.” 
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George  E.  Roberts  wrote  appreciatively  of  his  friend  as  follows :  “Richard 
P.  Clarkson  was  a  man  of  strikingly  marked  personality.  He  was  as  simple  and 
sincere  as  a  child,  rugged,  positive  and  at  times  apparently  harsh,  but  the  kindly 
and  sincere  characteristics  always  impressed  those  who  came  in  contact  with 
him.  I  have  known  men  who  had  been  violently  antagonistic  to  him  because  of 
his  editorial  utterances  to  be  won  completely  over  as  friends  by  a  personal 
interview.” 

Editorially  the  Register  said:  “No  person  who  enjoyed  the  privilege  of 
really  knowing  Richard  P.  Clarkson  failed  to  recognize  in  his  heart  and  mind 
qualities  which  inspire  confidence,  respect  and  affection.  His  thorough  honesty 
and  conscientiousness,  his  courage  and  inflexible  will,  his  actual  toleration  for 
the  views  of  others,  his  hatred  of  shams,  his  charity  for  all,  his  sympathy  for 
the  unfortunate,  his  kindness  to  those  who  were  associated  with  him  in  the 
exacting  work  of  the  newspaper — these  things  appealed  to  men  and  explain 
why  he  was  held  in  the  deepest  affection  by  his  friends.” 

From  S.  W.  Moorehead  came  the  following:  “Mr.  Clarkson  was  a  man  of 
the  people  of  the  Iowa  farm  and  fireside  and  was  a  splendid  representative  of 
the  best  citizenship  of  the  state.  His  rugged  nature  had  its  roots  deep  alike  in 
the  soil  and  in  the  affections  of  Iowa  people.  Probably  no  man  in  the  state  of 
equal  eminence  held  closer  relationship  all  his  life  with  both.  As  editor  of  the 
State  Register,  in  which  capacity  he  did  his  greatest  and  best  known  work,  he 
was  bold  and  aggressive,  yet  far  seeing,  prudent,  wise,  tolerant  and,  above  all, 
honest  in  his  convictions.  What  his  writings  lacked  in  literary  grace  was  more 
than  compensated  for  by  their  directness,  clearness  and  strength.  He  put  him¬ 
self  into  all  he  wrote.  His  record  is  his  best  epitaph.” 


CHARLES  ELMER  HUNN. 

There  is  no  success  in  life  without  effort.  The  purpose  of  life  is  to  afford 
opportunities  for  physical,  mental  and  spiritual  development  and  such  oppor¬ 
tunities  are  before  every  one  who  is  willing  to  embrace  them.  Yet  they  slip 
away  from  the  sluggard  and  tauntingly  play  before  the  dreamer  but  they  sur¬ 
render  to  the  individual  with  high  purpose,  undaunted  courage  and  indefatigable 
determination.  To  the  qualities  of  persistent  purpose  and  unfaltering  energy, 
Charles  Elmer  Hunn  owes  his  success  as  a  practitioner  of  law,  conservative  and 
reliable  in  business  affairs. 

Mr.  Hunn  was  born  upon  a  farm  in  Genesee  county,  New  York,  April  24, 
1865,  his  parents  being  Hiram  Selden  and  Patience  (Simonds)  Hunn.  On  the 
paternal  side  he  is  a  direct  descendant  in  the  ninth  generation  of  Elder  Brewster, 
who  came  to  America  on  the  Mayflower.  In  the  maternal  line  he  also  comes  of 
New  England  ancestry,  of  English  lineage  and  represented  in  the  American 
army  during  the  Revolutionary  war. 

The  removal  of  the  family  to  Iowa,  October  1,  1874,  enabled  Charles  Elmer 
Hunn  to  continue  his  education  in  Des  Moines  College  and  the  State  University 
of  Iowa.  Upon  his  graduation  from  the  former  he  received  the  degree  of 
Bachelor  of  Philosophy  and  on  the  completion  of  his  law  course  in  the  State 
University  in  1891  he  gained  the  LL.  B.  degree.  He  has  done  considerable 
post-graduate  work  in  metaphysics,  and  psychology,  and  he  has  ever  been  an  in¬ 
terested  student  of  science  and  philosophy.  Following  his  graduation  he  entered 
upon  the  general  practice  of  law,  and  he  has  epitomized  his  life  history  in  the 
words,  “Nothing  out  of  the  usual  experience  of  struggle  and  defeat,  then  with 
renewed  effort  a  victory  scored.”  This  modest  account,  however,  indicates  but 
little  of  the  perseverance  and  the  ability  which  Mr.  Hunn  has  displayed  as  a 
member  of  the  bar.  Advancement  in  law  is  proverbially  slow  and  like  the  great 
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majority  of  practitioners,  he  found  it  difficult  to  win  a  clientage  that  would  meet 
the  needs  of  the  hour.  However,  he  prepared  the  cases  that  came  to  him  with 
great  thoroughness  and  care  and  proved  a  forceful  factor  in  the  presentation  of 
a  cause  before  the  court.  In  time  his  ability  won  recognition  and  gradually  his 
clientage  grew  in  volume  and  importance  until  his  gradual  advancement  in  pro¬ 
fessional  ranks  has  brought  him  to  a  distinguished  and  enviable  position  as  a 
member  of  the  Des  Moines  bar.  His  sound  judgment  in  business  matters  is 
shown  in  the  acquirement  of  Iowa  farms,  he  being  an  extensive  investor  in 
lands  principally  in  Iowa.  He  purchased  and  developed  twelve  hundred  acres 
besides  being  interested  in  considerable  other  property.  To  the  practice  of  law 
and  to  the  development  of  his  farming  interests,  he  has  given  all  of  the  time 
that  he  has  cared  to  devote  to  the  more  material  things  of  life. 

In  the  lines  of  work  that  touch  the  general  interests  of  society  and  generally 
ennoble  and  uplift  man,  Mr.  Hunn  has  been  no  sluggard.  On  the  contrary  he 
has  labored  diligently  and  persistently  and  is  today  and  has  been  acti\  e  in  edu¬ 
cational,  religious  and  moral  activities.  He  belongs  to  the  Baptist  church  and 
is  actively  interested  in  its  various  activities,  having  served  on  the  directory 
and  executive  boards  of  many  educational,  religious  and  moral  institutions. 
His  study  of  the  political  issues  and  questions  of  the  day  has  made  him  a  sup¬ 
porter  of  republican  principles  and  his  fraternal  relations  are  witn  Des  Moines 
Consistory,  No.  3>  A.  A.  S.  R.,  and  Myrtle  Capital  Lodge,  No.  g,  K.  P. 

On  the  3d  of  March,  1897,  in  Des  Moines,  Mr.  Hunn  was  married  to  Miss 
Nellie  Belle  Nesbit,  a  daughter  of  Moses  M.  and  Lucinda  Nesbit,  and  they  now 
have  one  son,  Hiram  Simonds  Hunn,  born  August  20,  1899.  In  a  review  of 
the  life  record  of  Mr.  Hunn  this  fact  is  easily  discernible  that  his  intellectuality 
early  grasped  the  eternal  truth  that  industry  wins  and  industry  became  the  bea¬ 
con  light  of  his  life.  It  has  been  manifest  not  only  in  his  professional  and 
business  relations  but  also  in  his  relations  with  organized  movements  for  polit¬ 
ical  and  moral  advancement. 


ROY  E.  CAVETT. 

Roy  E.  Cavett,  the  cashier  of  the  Farmers’  Savings  Bank  at  Runnells,  is  also 
a  stockholder  and  director  of  the  institution.  His  birth  occurred  at  \  andalia, 
Tasper  county,  Iowa,  on  the  5th  of  October,  1884,  his  parents  being  John  I.  and 
Eliza  J.  (Wallace)  Cavett,  the  former  a  native  of  Pennsylvania  and  the  latter 
of  Iowa.  John  I.  Cavett  was  brought  to  this  state  by  his  parents  when  four 
years  of  age,  the  family  home  being  established  at  Momoe.  Aftei  completing 
his  education  he  secured  a  position  in  a  general  mercantile  establishment,  being 
thus  employed  by  the  month  for  several  years.  Subsequently  he  embaiked  in 
business  on  his  own  account  at  \  andalia,  Iowa,  where  he  has  since  been  sue 
cessfully  engaged  in  the  conduct  of  a  general  mercantile  store.  He  is  now  sixty- 
one  years  of  age,  while  his  wife  is  fifty-two  years  old. 

Roy  E.  Cavett  was  reared  in  his  native  town,  obtaining  his  early  education  in 
its  public  schools.  Subsequently  he  entered  the  high  school  at  Grinnell,  Iowa, 
and  was  graduated  therefrom  with  the  class  of  1905.  He  was  next  engaged  in 
teaching  school  for  one  year  and  then  became  a  student  in  Grinnell  College. 
Later  he  came  to  Runnells,  Iowa,  and  accepted  the  position  of  cashier  of  the 
Farmers’  Savings  Bank,  in  which  capacity  he  has  served  continuously  since.  ^  He 
is  a  courteous  and  popular  official  of  the  bank  and  his  ability  is  a  recognized  feat¬ 
ure  in  its  successful  management.  _  . 

On  the  22d  of  June,  1910,  Mr.  Cavett  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Grace 

C.  Fritz,  a  daughter  of  Henry  J.  and  Mary  (Hull)  Fritz,  both  of  whom  were 
natives  of  Iowa.  Her  father  came  to  Des  Moines  at  an  early  day  and  has  been 
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engaged  in  business  as  a  general  contractor  to  the  present  time.  Mrs.  Fritz 
was  called  to  her  final  rest  in  1880. 

Mr.  Cavett  gives  his  political  allegiance  to  the  republican  party,  while  fra¬ 
ternally  he  is  identified  with  the  Masons  and  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America. 
His  wife  is  a  devoted  member  of  the  Christian  church.  Though  still  a  young 
man,  Mr.  Cavett  has  already  attained  a  measure  of  prosperity  that  augurs  well 
for  the  future. 


JUSTICE  E.  SEAMANS. 

Justice  E.  Seamans,  who  is  secretary  of  the  Watrous  Nursery  Company, 
was  bom  in  Westfield,  Pennsylvania,  on  the  28th  of  June,  1868,  and  is  a  son  of 
Eli  B.  and  Maria  L.  (MacMindes)  Seamans,  the  father  being  also  a  native  of 
the  Keystone  state  and  the  mother  of  Massachusetts.  Although  their  years  ex¬ 
ceed  the  number  allotted  by  the  Psalmist,  the  father  being  ninety  and  the  mother 
eighty,  the  parents  are  still  surviving  and  make  their  home  in  Pennsylvania 
where  the  father  was  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  until  1890,  at  which  time 
he  retired.  Mr.  Seamans  is  a  veteran  of  the  Civil  war  having  enlisted  and  gone 
to  the  front  under  Colonel  Cain  in  Company  A,  First  Pennsylvania  Volunteers, 
remaining  in  the  service  until  mustered  out  in  1865.  Being  one  of  the  sharp¬ 
shooters  he  participated  in  many  notable  battles  and  skirmishes,  during  the  long 
period  of  his  enlistment.  He  was  wounded  several  times,  being  once  shot  through 
the  head  and  left  on  the  battlefield  for  dead.  After  lying  there  two  days  and 
nights  he  was  taken  prisoner  by  the  enemy  and  consigned  to  Libby  prison,  from 
which  he  later  effected  his  escape,  making  his  way  upon  his  hands  and  knees  to 
the  Union  lines. 

Being  reared  upon  the  old  homestead  in  Pennsylvania,  Justice  E..  Seamans 
acquired  his  education  in  the  district  schools  of  his  native  state,  remaining  a 
member  of  the  paternal  household  until  he  was  sixteen  years  of  age.  In  1884 
he  went  to  work  in  a  sawmill,  withdrawing  from  that  occupation  at  the  end  of 
two  years  in  order  to  become  an  agent  of  the  Prudential  Insurance  Company. 
After  serving  in  that  capacity  for  seven  years  he  accepted  a  position  as  sales¬ 
man  and  superintendent  of  agents  with  the  Oliver  Typewriter  Company,  being 
identified  with  that  firm  for  eight  years,  at  the  end  of  which  period  he  accepted 
a  similar  position  with  the  Royal  Typewriter  Company. 

In  1893  Mr.  Seamans  opened  a  grocery  store  in  Degolia,  Pennsylvania,  but 
after  conducting  this  for  a  year  and  a  half  sold  out  and  returned  to  the  road. 
He  continued  in  the  service  of  the  Royal  Typewriter  Company  until  1910, 
when  he  withdrew  to  engage  in  the  nursery  business  with  C.  L.  Watrous,  in 
what  was  formerly  known  as  the  Capital  City  Nursery.  He  became  interested 
in  this  company,  which  was  incorporated  for  twenty  thousand  dollars  under  the 
name  of  the  Watrous  Nursery  Company,  with  C.  L.  Watrous,  president,  and 
Mr.  Seamans  as  secretary.  Their  nursery  occupies  three  hundred  acres  of 
land,  all  of  which  is  within  the  city  limits  with  the  exception  of  seventy-five 
acres,  which  is  located  in  Bloomfield  township.  This  real  estate,  however,  is 
not  included  in  the  twenty  thousand  dollars’  worth  of  paid-up  stock  which  the 
company  holds.  They  are  located  in  South  Des  Moines,  on  the  Fort  Des  Moines 
car  line.  The  company  employs  one  hundred  and  eighty  men  throughout  the 
country  and  is  constantly  increasing  the  scope  of  its  business,  the  magnitude  of 
which  has  grown  almost  incredibly  during  the  short  time  of  their  incoporation. 

Mr.  Seamans  and  Miss  Laura  A.  Foster,  a  daughter  of  Allen  T.  and  Ellen 
(Watrous)  Foster,  also  natives  of  Pennsylvania,  were  united  in  marriage  on 
the  20th  of  June,  1901.  Mr.  Foster,  although  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits, 
is  identified  with  various  commercial  enterprises  in  his  native  state,  among 
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which  is  a  large  brick  yard  and  some  oil  wells.  Mrs.  Eoster  still  survives  and 
she  and  her  husband  reside  upon  the  old  homestead.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Seamans 
are  now  living  at  No.  2801  Cottage  Grove  avenue. 

Mr.  Seamans  has  always  been  too  actively  engaged  in  the  advancement  of 
his  personal  interests  to  participate  in  local  politics,  but  at  the  same  time  he 
always  casts  a  ballot  on  election  day,  his  affiliation  being  with  the  republican 
party.  Socially  he  is  a  member  of  the  Commercial  Club  and  also  of  the  \\  ave- 
land  Golf  Club.  During  the  brief  period  of  his  residence  in  the  capital  city 
he  has  shown  himself  to  be  a  man  of  more  than  usual  business  ability  and  is 
well  regarded  by  those  with  whom  he  has  had  dealings. 


IRA  COOK. 

With  many  of  the  events  that  have  shaped  the  histoiy  of  Des  Moines  and 
have  in  a  measure  left  their  impress  upon  the  annals  of  the  state  Ira  Cook  was 
closely  connected.  When  Indians  were  more  numerous  within  the  borders  of 
the  state  than  the  white  settlers  he  took  up  his  abode  at  Davenport  and  in  1855 
he  came  to  Des  M^omes,  where  for  a  half  century  he  continued  to  reside,  during 
which  period  his  direction  of  public  affairs  constituted  an  element  in  the  city’s 
growth  and  in  the  standard  of  citizenship  maintained  among  its  people. 

He  was  born  in  Union,  Broome  county,  New  York,  October  16,  1821. 
He  had  reached  the  age  of  eighty  years  when  death  claimed  him  on  the  nth 
of  March,  1902.  His  life  was  fraught  with  noble  purposes,  good  deeds  and 
successful  accomplishment  of  the  various  tasks  to  which  he  applied  himself.  In 
the  year  1836  he  came  to  this  section  of  the  country  that  is  now  Iowa,  then, 
however,  a  part  of  Michigan.  The  family  home  was  established  in  Davenport 
'and  soon  afterward  the  father  was  appointed  justice  of  the  peace  by  the  gov¬ 
ernor  of  Michigan,  for  Iowa  was  attached  to  that  state  for  judicial  purposes. 
The  journey  westward  had  been  made  for  a  distance  of  one  hundred  miles  on 
the  Allegheny  river  to  Olean  Point  in  Cattaragus  county,  New  York.  At  that 
place  members  of  the  party  built  cabins  on  a  lumber  raft  and  thus  floated  down 
to  Pittsburg,  where  they  boarded  a  steamboat  bound  for  Cincinnati  and  from 
that  point  traveled  by  boat  on  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  rivers  to  Rock  Island, 
Illinois.  They  were  'two  months,  lacking  two  days,  in  making  the  trip.  They 
crossed  the  Mississippi  at  Davenport  and  the  tract  of  land  upon  which  Mr. 
Cook’s  father  settled  was  within  the  corporation  limits  of  the  city  and  long 
ago  has  been  sold  and  subdivided  for  building  lots. 

Ira  Cook  was  a  youth  of  fifteen  years  when  he  accompanied  his  parents  to 
Iowa.  He  remained  with  his  father  until  twenty-eight  years  of  age  and  then 
began  business  on  his  own  account.  From  that  time  forward  until  his  death 
he  was  dependent  entirely  upon  his  own  resources  and  whatever  success  he  . 
achieved  was  attributable  to  his  earnest  and  persistent  labor  and  capable  man¬ 
agement.  From  1849  until  1853  he  was  largely  engaged  in  surveying  govern¬ 
ment  land  in  Iowa  and  Wisconsin.  That  he  was  an  expert  surveyor  is  proven 
by  the  fact  that  the  lines  which  he  ran  have  been  found  to  be  absolutely  correct 
in  resurveys  of  later  years.  In  1855  removed  to  Des  Moines  where  he  erected 
a  fine  residence  on  the  bluff  overlooking  the  city  on  what  is  now  Pleasant  street, 
and  there  resided  until  his  demise.  In  Des  Moines  he  turned  his  attention  to 
the  banking  business,  becoming  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Cook,  Sargent  &  Cook. 
This  was  one  of  the  early  and  substantial  organizations  of  the  city  and  he  thus 
became  closely  associated  with  the  pioneer  banking  .enterprises  of  the  capital. 
Fie  retired  from  the  firm,  however,  in  1855,  and  joined  C.  C.  Dawson  in  the 
conduct  of  a  real-estate  business.  There  was  a  time  when  he  knew  every  piece 
of  property  upon  the  market,  who  owned  it  and  at  what  figure  it  could  be  pur- 
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chased.  In  1862  and  1863  he  occupied  a  position  in  the  postoffice  department 
at  Washington,  D.  C.,  after  which  he  returned  to  Des  Moines,  becoming  again 
connected  with  the  business  interests  of  this  city.  In  1872  he  became  a  member 
of  the  Iowa  Loan  &  Trust  Company,  was  chosen  one  of  its  directors,  and  later 
was  made  vice  president,  continuing  in  that  position  until  his  death.  In  real 
estate  and  financial  circles  he  made  continuous  progress  and  his  success  brought 
him  to  a  prominent  position  among  the  men  of  affluence  in  Des  Moines.  He 
was  a  man  of  determined  spirit  and  what  he  undertook  he  accomplished.  This 
characteristic  was  manifest  in  his  public  service  as  well  as  in  the  conduct  of 
his  private  business  interests. 

On  the  25th  of  April,  1854,  Mr.  Cook  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Mary 
Owens,  by  whom  he  had  two  children :  Rachel  F.,  at  home ;  and  Carrie  L.,  now 
the  widow  of  James  Thornton.  Mr.  Cook  figured  prominently  as  a  factor  in  the 
public  life  of  the  community,  aiding  largely  in  shaping  the  public  policy  of  the 
city  and  promoting  its  development  and  progress.  In  1861  he  was  elected  mayor 
and  filled  the  office  for  two  terms,  serving  in  that  position  during  the  momentous 
period  of  the  Civil  war.  He  is  said  to  have  been  one  of  the  most  popular  mayors 
the  city  has  ever  had.  His  election  came  to  him  unsought  and  was  the  expres¬ 
sion  of  popular  approval  and  confidence  in  him.  He  did  not  know  he  was 
elected  to  the  office  until  the  following  morning  when  he  met  a  friend  on  the 
street  who  congratulated  him  upon  being  chosen  as  chief  executive.  He  had 
not  been  a  candidate  nor  did  he  seek  public  support.  It  was  the  spontaneous 
and  free  will  expression  of  a  belief  in  his  ability  and  loyalty,  and  his  reelection 
was  the  indorsement  of  the  excellent  work  which  he  did  for  the  city  during  his 
first  term.  In  1864  he  was  appointed  deputy  revenue  collector  and  in  addition 
to  these  offices  he  held  several  minor  positions. 

Mr.  Cook  was  a  pleasing  and  attractive  writer  and  prepared  many  articles 
for  the  press  that  displayed  wide  and  thorough  comprehension  of  the  subject 
under  discussion  and  were  widely  copied  by  the  different  newspapers  of  the 
state.  In  addition  to  these  articles  he  also  published  his  “Reminiscences”  in 
The  Annals  of  Iowa,  covering  the  period  between  the  time  of  his  arrival  in  this 
state  in  1836  down  to  1900.  He  was  a  prominent  member  of  St.  Paul’s  Epis¬ 
copal  church  and  was  a  man  of  the  highest  personal  and  Christian  character. 
All  who  knew  him  had  unlimited  confidence  in  him  and  this  confidence  was  never 
betrayed  in  the  slightest  degree.  He  was  ever  charitable  both  in  thought  and 
act,  speaking  ill  of  no  one  and  giving  generously  of  his  means  to  aid  the  poor  and 
unfortunate.  He  was  loved  by  all  who  knew  him  and  young  and  old,  rich 
and  poor,  spoke  of  him  only  in  terms  of  friendship,  honor  and  respect. 


THOMAS  F.  STEVENSON. 

Thirty  years  ago  Thomas  F.  Stevenson,  now  a  leading  lawyer  of  Des  Moines, 
cast  his  lot  with  the  capital  city.  He  foresaw  that  great  strides  would  be  made 
by  the  magnificent  state  of  Iowa  and  believed  that  Des  Moines  would  share  in 
the  general  prosperity.  Time  has  vindicated  his  judgment  and  he  has  no  reason 
to  regret  his  choice  as  a  young  man  in  the  selection  of  a  home.  He  is  a  native 
of  Georgetown,  Kentucky,  born  August  17,  1853.  The  father,  Milton  Steven¬ 
son,  was  also  a  native  of  Kentucky  and  became  a  prominent  lawyer,  dying  at 
Georgetown  in  1888,  where  he  had  lived  for  eighty-three  years.  He  was  an 
active  republican  and  a  loyal  Union  man  at  the  time  of  the  Civil  war.  He  served 
as  county  attorney  and  in- other  offices  of  trust  and  responsibility  in  his  native 
county.  The  mother,  Nancy  Griffith,  was  also  born  in  Kentucky  and  was  a 
member  of  an  old  family  of  the  state.  She  died  in  Iowa  in  1906.  The  grand- 
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father,  Thomas  Stevenson,  was  born  in  Maryland  and  was  one  of  the  early 
settlers  of  Kentucky.  He  attained  prominence  as  an  Indian  fighter. 

Thomas  F.  Stevenson  acquired  his  early  education  in  the  public  schools  of 
Georgetown  and  later  attended  Georgetown  College,  from  which  he  was  grad¬ 
uated.  Having  decided  upon  the  study  of  law,  he  matriculated  in  Harvard  Law 
School  at  Cambridge,  Massachusetts,  and  pursued  the  regular  course  in  that 
celebrated  institution,  leaving  at  the  end  of  the  second  year  in  1879.  He  began 
his  practice  at  Georgetown  and  in  1881  came  to  Des  Moines,  where  he  has  since 
remained.  He  soon  gained  recognition  in  the  city  of  his  adoption  and  as  the 
years  passed  attracted  a  lucrative  clientage,  becoming  one  of  the  best  known 
lawyers  of  the  city.  Active  and  thoroughly  efficient,  he  has  kept  fully  abreast 
of  the  demands  of  the  times  and  his  clients  are  to  be  found  among  the  leading 
citizens  and  corporations  of  this  part  of  the  state. 

He  is  entirely  at  home  in  the  practice  of  his  profession.  Fluent  and  con¬ 
vincing  as  a  speaker  and  a  close  and  conscientious  student,  he  has  a  mind  abun- 
antly  stored  with  facts  and  illustrations  which  he  marshals  upon  occasions  with 
telling  effect.  His  success  in  the  courts  may  largely  be  attributed  to  thorough 
preparation  and  logical  reasoning.  He  served  with  general  approval  as  judge  of 
the  ninth  judicial  district  for  four  years,  since  which  time  he  has  devoted  his 
energies  to  his  large  and  growing  practice. 

In  March,  1890,  Mr.  Stevenson  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Jeannette 
Stewart,  and  they  have  two  children,  Stewart  and  Frances.  Fraternally  Mr. 
Stevenson  is  identified  with  the  Masonic  order.  He  is  a  prominent  worker  in 
the  organization  and  served  as  master  of  Capital  lodge  for  two  years.  At  the 
present  time  he  is  lecturer  in  the  order.  Socially  he  is  prominent  in  the  com¬ 
munity  and  on  account  of  his  well  established  character  is  accorded  a  very  high 
standing  at  the  bar.  A  man  of  fine  address,  genial  manner  and  well  balanced 
mind,  his  friends  are  legion,  and  he  well  deserves  a  place  in  this  record  as  one 
of  the  esteemed  and  progressive  citizens  of  Des  Moines. 


ORVILLE  S.  FRANKLIN. 

Orville  S.  Lranklin  is  a  representative  of  one  of  the  pioneer  families  of  Iowa 
and  is  himself  a  native  of  Taylor  county,  where  his  birth  occurred  on  the  12th 
of  August,  1877.  The  Franklins  are  of  English  descent,  his  grandfather  com¬ 
ing  from  England  to  the  new  world.  His  father,  Benjamin  S.  Lranklin,  was  a 
native  of  Ohio  and  at  an  early  period  in  the  development  of  Iowa  made  his  way 
to  this  state,  casting  in  his  lot  among  the  pioneer  settlers  who  were  reclaiming 
the  region  for  the  purposes  of  civilization.  For  many  years  he  devoted  his  at¬ 
tention  to  general  agricultural  pursuits.  He  married  Sarah  A.  Rosenberger,  who 
is  of  German  descent,  the  original  American  ancestors  of  the  family  settling  in 
Pennsylvania,  whence  a  removal  was  later  made  to  Ohio.  Benjamin  S.  Franklin 
is  now  deceased,  while  the  mother  resides  in  Mitchellville,  Iowra.  Their  family 
numbered  five  children:  Mae  C.,  now  the  wife  of  John  M.  Hollingsworth,  also 
a  resident  of  Mitchellville;  Orville  S.,  of  this  review;  Earl  B.,  who  was  born  in 
Taylor  county,  September  5,  1879,  and  is  now  a  resident  of  Grover,  Colorado ; 
Ethel  A.,  who  was  born  in  Taylor  county,  February  26,  1881,  and  is  now  the 
wife  of  Vernon  T.  Hubbell,  a  resident  of  Dew^eese.  Nebraska;  and  Fannie  F., 
who  was  born  in  Taylor  county,  April  17,  1884,  and  is  the  wife  of  Dr.  Earl  H. 
Reeves,  who  is  engaged  in  the  practice  of  dentistry  in  Spokane,  V  ashington. 

~  Orville  S.  Franklin  began  his  education  as  a  pupil  in  the  district  schools  of 
his  native  county  and  afterward  had  the  benefit  of  instruction  in  the  high  school 
of  Mitchellville.  He  next  entered  the  State  College  at  Ames  and  wras  graduated 
with  the  class  of  1898,  at  which  time  the  Bachelor  of  Science  degree  was  con- 
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ferred  upon  him.  Liberal  education  and  a  well  trained  mind  well  qualified  him 
to  take  up  the  study  of  law,  which  he  began  in  the  law  school  of  the  University 
of  Michigan,  completing  the  course  with  the  LL.  B.  degree  in  1903. 

Immediately  after  his  graduation  Mr.  Franklin  came  to  Des  Moines,  passed 
the  required  examination  in  October  of  that  year  and  at  once  began  practice. 
In  January,  1904,  he  formed  a  partnership  with  Major  Charles  MacKenzie  under 
the  firm  name  of  MacKenzie  &  Franklin,  which  association  was  continued  until 
the  death  of  the  senior  partner  on  the  14th  of  March,  1908.  In  May  of  the 
same  year  Mr.  Franklin  was  joined  by  Guy  A.  Miller,  under  the  firm  style 
of  Franklin  &  Miller,  for  the  general  practice  of  law.  His  legal  business  has 
been  satisfactory,  both  in  extent  and  in  character,  for  gradually  he  has  progressed 
in  his  chosen  field  of  labor,  being  now  recognized  as  one  of  the  leading  young 
lawyers  of  the  city. 

In  politics  Kir.  Franklin  is  also  well  known  as  an  advocate  of  the  republican 
party  and  on  its  ticket  he  was  a  candidate  for  nomination  for  state  representative 
from  Polk  county  in  1910,  being  defeated  by  only  a  very  small  majority.  He 
has  ever  been  an  active  worker  in  the  local  ranks  of  the  party  and  in  support 
of  its  national  principles,  and  his  opinions  carry  weight  in  its  local  councils.  He 
belongs  to  the  Odd  Fellows,  to  the  Woodmen  of  the  World  and  to  the  Brother¬ 
hood  of  American  Yeomen.  He  also  holds  membership  with  the  Waveland  Golf 
Club,  and  in  professional  lines  is  connected  with  the  Polk  County  Bar  Asso¬ 
ciation.  His  religious  faith  is  indicated  in  his  membership  in  the  Congregational 
church.  He  is  regarded  throughout  Des  Moines  as  a  brilliant  young  man,  des¬ 
tined  for  greater  success  in  the  future.  A  pleasing  manner  and  unfeigned 
cordiality  have  won  him  many  friends,  and  his  position  of  popularity  is  well 
established. 


JOHN  NEWBURN. 

It  requires  no  prophet  to  foretell  success  for  some  men  when  they  begin 
their  business  or  professional  career.  Nature  has  provided  them  with  abundant 
mental  capacity  and  education  has  accomplished  its  oart  in  training  them  for 
the  combat  in  which,  as  by  fire,  they  are  tried,  the  weaker  going  down  in  the 
crucial  test  while  the  strong  and  fearless  survive.  Among  the  fortunate  ones 
in  Des  Moines  stands  John  Newburn,  a  prominent  and  successful  lawyer,  who 
in  the  course  of  fourteen  years  has  demonstrated  his  ability  as  a  safe  advocate 
and  counselor.  He  was  born  at  Mount  Vernon,  Linn  county,  Iowa,  February  2, 
1861,  a  son  of  David  and  Mary  (Burge)  Newburn,  the  latter  of  whom  was  a 
native  of  Pennsylvania.  The  father  was  born  in  Ohio.  He  was  a  mechanic, 
but  after  learning  his  trade  turned  his  attention  to  farming  and  came  to  Iowa 
in  1859,  settling  on  a  place  near  Mount  Vernon,  where  he  is  now  living  at  the 
advanced  age  of  eighty  years  enjoying  the  fruits  of  many  years  of  well  directed 
application.  The  beloved  wife  and  mother  was  called  away  October  19,  1900, 
having  then  reached  the  ripe  age  of  seventy  years. 

John  Newburn  received  his  preliminary  education  in  the  public  schools  of 
Mount  Vernon  and  later  matriculated  at  Cornell  College.  After  leaving  college 
he  became  identified  with  the  railroad  business,  but  having  decided  upon  a  pro¬ 
fessional  career  he  began  reading  law,  later  becoming  a  student  in  the  office  of 
C.  W.  Kepler,  of  Mount  Vernon.  Subsequently  he  went  to  Greene  county  where 
he  was  actively  identified  with  the  real-estate  and  loan  business,  coming  in  1889, 
to  Des  Moines  where  he  continued  in  the  same  line  of  business  and  matriculated 
in  the  law  department  of  Drake  University,  graduating  with  the  degree  of 
LL.B.  in  1897.  Immediately  after  leaving  the  university  he  began  the  practice 
of  law  in  Des  Moines  in  partnership  with  P.  C.  McNutt,  secretary  of  the  Drake 
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Law  School,  under  the  title  of  McNutt  &  Newburn,  the  partnership  continuing 
for  two  years.  Since  1899  he  has  been  alone  and  devotes  his  attention  to  general 
practice,  specializing  in  real-estate  law,  in  which  branch  he  has  attained  marked 
success,  being  considered  an  authority  on  that  subject  in  this  part  of  the  state. 
He  has  also  devoted  considerable  attention  to  farming  and  owns  five  hundred 
acres  in  Polk  county,  which  he  devotes  largely  to  the  raising  of  fine  stock. 

In  March,  1883,  at  Cedar  Rapids,  Mr.  Newburn  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Miss  Anna  F.  Walker,  a  native  of  Canada,  and  two  children  have  blessed  this 
union,  Edith  Alma  and  Donald  B.  Mr.  Newburn  gives  his  earnest  support  to 
the  republican  party,  but  has  never  sought  the  honors  of  office,  as  he  prefers 
to  devote  his  time  and  attention  to  his  profession.  A  man  of  broad  views  and 
large  public  spirit,  he  is  ever  ready  to  lend  a  hand  in  advancing  the  permanent 
interests  of  the  county.  He  has  been  especially  active  in  promoting  the  welfare 
of  his  alma  mater  and  in  1909  presented  Cornell  College  with  funds  to  purchase 
an  athletic  park  which  is  now  one  of  the  popular  accessories  of  that  institution. 

Fraternally  Mr.  Newburn  is  identified  with  the  Masonic  order,  being  a 
member  of  Pioneer  Lodge,  No.  22,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  Des  Moines  Valley  Consistory, 
No.  3,  S.  P.  R.  S.,  A.  A.  O.  N.  M.  S.,  also  being  connected  with  Des  Moines 
Lodge  No.  25,  I.  O.  O.  F.  Having  made  thorough  preparation  for  his  profes¬ 
sion  and  also  having  had  an  extensive  business  experience,  bringing  him  into 
close  contact  with  the  world,  Mr.  Newburn  was  well  equipped  for  his  vocation 
when  he  started  as  a  lawyer,  and  today  he  is  one  of  the  highly  successful  prac¬ 
titioners  at  the  Polk  county  bar. 


CLYDE  KIRK. 

Among  the  younger  representatives  of  the  Des  Moines  bar  Clyde  Kirk  is 
prominent,  possessing  ability  that  has  gained  him  prestige  as  a  corporation  and 
real-estate  lawyer.  For  thirteen  years  he  has  been  a  legal  representative  of  the 
loan  department  of  the  Equitable  Life  Insurance  Company  and  at  the  same 
time  gives  some  attention  to  the  general  practice  of  law.  Numbered  among  Des 
Moines’  native  sons,  he  was  born  October  31,  1872,  his  parents  being  Cyrus  and 
Etta  S.  (Miller)  Kirk.  The  ancestral  history  of  the  family  is  traced)  back  to 
Ireland,  whence  Rodger  Kirk  came  to  America,  settling  in  the  southern  part  of 
what  is  now  Chester  county,  Pennsylvania,  as  early  as  1712.  He  was  married 
about  1714  to  Elizabeth  Richards,  and  Clyde  Kirk  is  numbered  among  his  de¬ 
scendants  of  the  seventh  generation.  His  great-grandparents  were  Levi  and 
Rachel  Kirk,  and  his  grandparents  were  Isaac  L.  and  Jane  M.  (Milner)  Kirk, 
the  latter  a  daughter  of  Cyrus  and  Sarah  Milner.  Both  Isaac  L.  and  Jane  M. 
Kirk  were  natives  of  Lancaster  county,  Pennsylvania.  Their  son,  Cyrus  Kirk, 
is  now  president  of  the  Equitable  Life  Insurance  Company  of  Iowa,  and  con¬ 
nected  with  other  important  financial  interests  of  Des  Moines.  In  1867  he  be¬ 
came  a  resident  of  Des  Moines,  and  he  was  married  July  29,  1869,  in  Chester 
county,  Pennsylvania.  Extended  mention  of  him  is  made  on  another  page  of 
this  volume. 

Cyrus  Kirk  is  the  father  of  Clyde  Kirk  who,  spending  his  youthful  days 
under  the  parental  roof,  pursued  his  education  in  the  public  schools  of  the 
capital  city  and  was  graduated  from  West  Des  Moines  high  school  with  the 
class  of  1893.  He  won  his  professional  degree,  that  of  LL.  B.,  on  the  completion 
of  the  law  course  in  the  State  University  of  Iowa  in  1895,  and  in  June  of  the 
same  year  began  practice  in  Des  Moines.  Although  advancement  at  the  bar 
is  proverbially  slow,  he  applied  himself  with  such  thoroughness  and  prepared 
his  cases  with  such  care  and  precision  that  he  gradually  worked  his  way  upward. 
Each  step  in  his  career  has  been  a  forward  one  and  has  brought  him  to  a  prom- 
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inent  position  in  legal  circles.  For  two  years  he  was  associated  with  the  firm  of 
Park  &  Odell,  and  for  about  a  year  with  C.  C.  Nourse.  In  1898  he  became 
attorney  for  the  loan  department  of  the  Equitable  Life  Insurance  Company  of 
Iowa  and  has  since  remained  in  that  professional  connection,  also  engaging  to 
some  extent  in  general  practice  and  specializing  in  the  field  of  real-estate  law, 
in  which  branch  he  has  become  particularly  proficient. 

On  the  8th  of  July,  1907,  in  Des  Moines,  Clyde  Kirk  was  married  to  Miss 
Lillian  Pegg,  a  daughter  of  L.  L.  and  Virginia  Pegg,  of  Columbus,  Ohio. 
Socially  prominent,  they  have  many  friends  in  the  city.  They  hold  membership 
in  the  Methodist  church  and  Mr.  Kirk  belongs  also  to  the  Knights  of  Pythias 
lodge,  to  Grant  Club,  and  to  the  Hyperion  Field  and  Motor  Club.  In  politics  he 
is  a  conservative  republican,  whose  course  is  based  upon  the  close  and  discrim¬ 
inating  study  of  the  issues  of  the  day.  His  analytical  mind  enables  him  to  form 
a  very  correct  judgment  not  only  in  political  matters  but  in  the  solution  of  other 
problems,  for  it  is  his  custom  to  view  any  question  from  every  possible  stand¬ 
point  and  thus  his  opinions  are  evenly  balanced. 


CHARLES  NOYES  KINNEY,  A.  C.,  M.  S. 

Among  the  distinguished  chemists  of  the  country  is  Professor  Charles  Noyes 
Kinney,  for  many  years  past  at  the  head  of  the  chemical  department  of  Drake 
University  and  an  expert  whose  name  is  known  throughout  the  country.  He 
was  born  at  Iowa  City,  Iowa,  April  21,  1869,  a  son  of  George  W.  and  Elizabeth 
Noyes  Kinney.  The  father  was  born  near  Dayton,  Ohio,  in  1835,  and  at  four¬ 
teen  years  of  age  came  to  Iowa  City,  subsequently  removing  to  Des  Moines, 
where  he  engaged  in  the  boot  and  shoe  business  and  later  opened  a  grocery  store 
on  the  spot  later  occupied  by  the  old  Congregational  church  and  at  the  present 
time  by  the  Chamberlain  Hotel.  Closing  out  his  grocery,  Mr.  Kinney  engaged 
in  the  pottery  business  opposite  the  dam,  and  after  a  few  years  moved  to  a  farm 
which  he  owned  near  Mitchellville.  At  the  end  of  ten  years,  on  account  of  the 
death  of  his  wife,  he  returned  to  Des  Moines  and  reentered  the  grocery  business, 
from  which  he  changed  to  the  proprietorship  of  a  drug  store,  continuing  in 
that  line  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  March,  1893. 

Grandfather  John  Kinney  was  a  large  planter  and  slave-holder  in  Virginia, 
but  liberated  his  slaves  instead  of  selling  them,  as  most  people  did,  thus  making 
him  a  poor  man.  He  sold  his  place  and  came  west  into  the  then  frontier  of 
western  Ohio  and  began  hewing  out  a  place  in  the  forest  for  his  home  and  family 
of  eleven.  Great-grandfather  John  Kinney  served  in  the  patriot  army  at  the 
time  of  the  Revolutionary  war. 

George  W.  Kinney  was  married  to  Sarah  Brown,  of  Iowa  City,  to  whom 
was  born  Eugene  B.,  who  died  in  1898,  leaving  a  widow  and  one  child,  Florence. 
After  the  death  of  his  first  wife,  George  W.  Kinney  was  married  to  Elizabeth 
Phoebe  Noyes,  who  was  a  member  of  a  prominent  Indiana  family,  whose  parents 
died  by  accident  early  in  life,  leaving  her  an  orphan.  In  spite  of  this  handicap, 
she  acquired  a  fine  classical  education  and  was  known  for  her  sweet  sympa¬ 
thetic  nature  and  intellectual  ability.  Her  name  is  highly  praised  in  an  histor¬ 
ical  book  on  pioneer  days  in  Dearborn  county,  Indiana.  This  book,  “Cotton’s 
Keepsake,”  was  written  by  Judge  A.  J.  Cotton,  prominent  as  a  preacher  and 
jurist  of  the  first  half  of  the  eighteenth  century.  Judge  Cotton  was  an  uncle 
of  the  above,  as  was  also  the  Hon.  James  P.  Milliken,  who  later  became  prom¬ 
inent  in  Iowa,  in  and  around  Iowa  City,  Johnson  county,  Iowa.  The  Noyes 
family  are  a  prominent  family  and  are  quite  numerous  over  the  country.  Five 
children  came  to  bless  the  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kinney:  Charles  N.,  of  this 
review;  Mabel  D.,  now  the  wife  of  Henry  H.  Slayton,  of  Chicago,  who  have 
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three  children,  Earl,  Marie,  and  Wendell;  Maud  and  Harry,  both  deceased; 
and  George  E.,  a  graduate  of  Drake  University  and  Chicago  University,  now 
living  in  northern  Minnesota.  He  is  a  prominent  lumberman  and  capitalist  and 
widely  known. 

Charles  Noyes  Kinney  received  his  preliminary  education  in  the  rural  schools, 
later  taking  a  preparatory  course  at  Drake  Academy,  following  this  by  a  college 
course.  In  1893,  he  was  graduated  from  Drake  University.  He  continued  his 
studies  along  professional  lines  for  two  years  at  the  Massachusetts  Institute 
of  Technology  of  Boston,  also  for  one  year  at  Yale  University  and  two  years 
at  the  University  of  Chicago  in  research  work.  On  July  15,  1896,  Professor 
Kinney  was  united  in  marriage  to  Golda  Gertrude  Jameson,  a  daughter  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Robert  Bruce  Jameson,  of  Des  Moines,  Iowa.  Mr.  Jameson  was  a 
trustee  of  Drake  University  and  an  ardent  lover  of  the  Church  of  Christ,  never 
tiring  in  his  efforts  to  further  the  cause.  Mrs.  Kinney  is  a  graduate  of  Drake 
University,  receiving  her  degree  in  1896,  and  is  a  woman  of  exceptional  talents. 
She  is  recognized  in  the  art  world  for  her  skill  and  ability  in  china  painting, 
as  well  as  water  color  and  drawing,  and  is  a  prominent  club  woman  of  the  city. 
Three  children  have  been  born  to  the  union  of  Professor  and  Mrs.  Kinney,  the 
second,  Maud,  dying  in  infancy.  The  other  members  of  the  family  are :  Vesper 
Lavergne,  who  was  born  May  13,  1897;  and  Corliss  Robert,  born  July  19,  1900. 

In  the  spring  of  1896,  Professor  Kinney  received  a  call  to  fill  the  chair  of 
chemistry  in  Drake  University,  which  he  accepted  and  still  occupies.  Fif¬ 
teen  years  of  acceptable  service  have  thus  been  rendered  the  institution,  the  rep¬ 
utation  of  which  he  has  assisted  very  materially  in  advancing.  The  department 
of  chemistry,  under  his  administration,  has  grown  from  one  in  which  eighteen 
students  were  enrolled,  all  of  whom  were  in  charge  of  one  teacher,  until  it  now 
requires  fourteen  teachers  and  assistants  and  has  an  approximate  enrollment  of 
two  hundred.  The  work  is  of  such  a  high  character  that  it  is  accepted  by 
learned  institutions  in  all  parts  of  the  country,  the  department  always  occupy¬ 
ing  the  advanced  line,  and  its  graduates  are  noted  for  their  progressiveness  and 
efficiency. 

In  1902,  Professor  Kinney  was  appointed  to  the  position  known  as  state 
chemist,  which  is  the  office  of  chemist  of  the  state  board  of  health,  and  still 
continues  in  that  position,  having  been  reelected  annually  ever  since.  He  is 
frequently  called  upon  in  various  parts  of  the  country  to  give  expert  chemical 
testimony  in  murder  trials,  where  his  testimony  is  recognized  as  so  fair  and 
impartial  and  reliable  that  frequently  he  is  used  by  both  sides  alike.  His  ser¬ 
vices  are  also  in  extensive  demand  for  examination  of  water  supplies  of  towns 
and  cities,  in  which  he  is  a  recognized  authority.  He  also  frequently  reports 
upon  mining  properties,  traveling  for  this  purpose  all  over  the  west  and  north 
and  south  into  Mexico.  He  is  largely  interested  in  growing  fruit  and  in  sheep- 
raising  and  owns  several  farms,  including  an  up-to-date  dairy  farm. 

Professionally,  he  is  acting  as  chemist  for  a  number  of  industries  and  cor¬ 
porations  as  consulting  and  analytical  chemist,  in  which  he  is  extensively  en¬ 
gaged.  He  enjoys  a  wide  chemical  patronage  extending  into  the  neighboring 
states.  He  is  prominent  in  various  professional  societies  and  is  now  serving  as 
president  of  the  Iowa  section  of  the  American  Chemical  Society  and  also  of  the 
local  chemical  society.  He  is  a  member  of  both  the  French  and  German  Chem¬ 
ical  Societies,  the  American  Chemical  Society,  the  Iowa  Academy  of  Science, 
the  American  Association  for  the  Advancement  of  Science,  the  National  Geo¬ 
graphical  Society,  State  Historical  Society,  and  the  American  Water  Works  As¬ 
sociation,  etc.,  and  has  been  active  as  a  contributor  to  the  publications  of  those 
organizations. 

No  account  of  Professor  Kinney’s  life  would  at  all  justly  or  adequately  rep¬ 
resent  him  that  did  not  portray  his  activities  in  Christian  service.  While  thor- 
voi.  n— 17 
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oughly  a  man  of  affairs  and  always  abreast  of  his  times,  as  the  lines  of  associa¬ 
tion  noted  above  indicate,  he  holds,  with  all  the  intensity  of  his  strong  life,  to 
the  thought  that  the  fundamental  problem  is  the  Christianization  of  the  world 
and  a  man’s  supreme  relationship  is  his  relationship  to  God.  For  many  years 
an  earnest  worker  in  the  Christian  Church  (Disciples  of  Christ),  his  "people, 
both  locally  and  in  the  general  lines  of  their  activity,  have  felt  the  force  of  his 
personality.  Just  at  present  he  is  serving  in  the  following  relationships  of  both 
honor  and  responsibility :  president  of  the  official  board  of  the  University  Church 
of  Christ,  of  which  congregation  he  is  a  charter  member;  president  of  the 
local  brotherhood  of  the  University  Church  of  Christ  from  its  organization  to 
the  present  time;  president  of  the  city  federated  brotherhoods  of  the  Disciples 
of  Christ ;  president  of  the  state  brotherhood  of  the  Disciples  of  Christ  in  Iowa ; 
vice  president  of  the  Iowa  Christian  Convention ;  first  vice  president  of  the 
Laymen’s  Civic  Union  of  Des  Moines,  an  interdenominational  church  organiza¬ 
tion  ;  and  a  member  of  the  international  committee  of  ninety-seven  of  the  Men 
and  Religion  Forward  Movement. 

Very  recently  he  was  elected  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  One  Hundred 
for  Des  Moines,  which  city  is  one  of  ninety  cities  in  North  America  chosen  as 
centers  of  operation  for  the  Men  and  Religion  Forward  Movement.  This  po¬ 
sition  Professor  Kinney  regards  as  the  greatest  honor  of  his  life.  He  was  also 
active  earlier  in  the  Laymen’s  Missionary  Movement  and  in  a  local  way  has  had 
a  large  and  generous  part  in  the  establishing  of  several  mission  churches  in  and 
around  Des  Moines. 

It  is  truly  remarkable  that  a  man,  under  the  pressure  of  an  exacting  pro¬ 
fessional  career,  should  yet  find  time  for  so  marked  a  contribution  to  the  moral 
and  spiritual  upbuilding  of  those  about  him.  His  name  is  known  and  honored 
in  the  ranks  of  all  workers  for.  righteousness  in  our  city.  Without  regard  to 
denominational  lines,  he  is  always  looked  to  as  one  valuable  in  counsel,  efficient 
in  service  and  tirelessly  unselfish  in  gifts  of  time  and  means  and  effort.  He 
is  an  exponent  of  the  very  best  in  the  Christian  citizenship  of  this  day  when  man¬ 
hood  is  coming  into  its  own  in  advancing  the  great  work  of  God. 

Politically  he  is  identified  with  the  republican  party  and  has  been  active  in 
its  cause,  serving  as  chairman  of  the  precinct  and  ward  delegations  and  as  a 
member  of  the  Polk  county  central  committee.  Ever  since  coming  to  the  Uni¬ 
versity  he  has  served  as  president  of  the  athletic  board  and  has  had  much  to  do 
in  shaping  the  athletic  policy  of  the  university.  He  also  holds  membership  in 
the  Grant  Club  of  Des  Moines.  As  is  to  be  seen  he  is  a  man  of  many  activi¬ 
ties  and  has  accomplished  a  very  large  amount  of  valuable  work,  all  of  which 
redounds  to  his  credit  and  to  the  credit  of  the  institution  with  which  he  is  con¬ 
nected.  He  is  justly  deserving  of  a  prominent  place  in  a  permanent  record  of 
Polk  county,  possessing  as  he  does  in  an  eminent  degree  those  qualities  which 
everywhere  awaken  sentiments  of  admiration  and  respect. 


HARLEY  A.  SEDORE. 

The  biography  of  any  individual  who  has  won  his  way  to  a  position  of 
responsibility  through  his  own  exertions  is  well  worthy  of  record.  It  teaches 
the  importance  of  industry  and  self  reliance,  two  of  the  leading  elements  in  the 
character  of  all  self-made  men,  as  without  these  characteristics  very  little  good 
would  be  accomplished  in  the  modern  world.  Harley  A.  Sedore  has  from  boy¬ 
hood  been  remarkably  industrious  as  well  as  self  reliant,  since  he  overcame  many 
obstacles,  and  is  today  established  as  one  of  the  successful  business  men  of  Des 
Moines.  He  was  born  at  Saratoga,  New  York,  November  22,  1876,  the  son 
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of  John  and  Fannie  (Aker)  Sedore,  the  latter  of  whom  was  born  near  Sing 
Sing  (now  Ossining),  in  1850. 

The  father  was  born  in  New  York  state  about  1850,  and  was  by  trade  a 
brickmason.  One  of  the  ancestors,  Levi  Du  Parent,  a  native  of  Paris,  France, 
came  to  America  previous  to  the  Revolutionary  war,  and  assisted  the  patriots 
in  freeing  themselves  from  the  British  crown.  There  were  four  children  in  the 
family  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sedore:  Charles,  who  is  married  and  lives  at  White 
Plains,  New  York;  Carmi,  who  died,  leaving  a  widow  and  three  children; 
Harley  A.,  the  subject  of  this  review;  and  Ezra,  deceased. 

Harley  A.  Sedore  was  left  alone  in  the  world  at  four  years  of  age,  and  was 
reared  among  strangers,  early  learning  the  great  lesson  of  patience  and  self- 
reliance.  At  the  age  of  five  years  he  was  brought  to  Iowa,  and  as  he  grew  up 
attended  the  common  schools,  graduating  from  the  Capital  City  Business  Col¬ 
lege  in  1899.  He  began  his  active  career  in  the  employ  of  Pease  Brothers,  hay 
commission  dealers,  and  six  months  later  became  connected  with  the  American 
Iron  Works  as  bookkeeper.  Industrious  and  economical,  he  was  able  after  three 
years  to  purchase  an  interest  in  the  business,  and  since  the  incorporation  of 
the  company,  in  1906,  has  filled  the  position  of  secretary,  assisting  very  materially 
in  advancing  its  interests.  This  company  handles  steam  machinery,  steam  pumps, 
boilers  and  engines  upon  a  large  scale,  and  is  doing  a  general  jobbing  and  foundry 
business.  It  gives  employment  to  about  twenty-five  men,  not  including  the  office 
force,  and  its  reputation  is  steadily  growing  throughout  the  west. 

On  the  1st  day  of  April,  1905,  Mr.  Sedore  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
May  Weston,  born  at  Alta,  Iowa,  daughter  of  Roland  and  Jennie  (Dando) 
Weston.  The  father  was  a  well  known  stockman  and  lumber  dealer.  Mr.  Sedore 
has  never  devoted  much  time  to  politics,  but  he  gives  his  adherence  to  the  repub¬ 
lican  party,  as  the  one  best  qualified  to  protect  the  interests  of  the  people.  Alert 
and  progressive  in  business  he  keeps  well  informed  as  to  general  affairs  and 
is  thoroughly  alive  to  the  possibilities  of  the  city  and  state  of  his  adoption,  be¬ 
lieving  that  no  other  section  of  the  country  offers  a  more  favorable  outlook. 
He  takes  an  active  interest  in  all  outdoor  athletic  sports.  A  man  of  a  genial 
and  a  hopeful  disposition,  clear  judgment  and  well  established  character,  he 
justly  deserves  the  recognition  he  receives  as  an  energetic  and  patriotic  citizen, 
whose  aim  is  to  advance  the  best  interests  of  all  with  whom  he  is  associated. 


HENRY  CLAY  JORDAN. 

Henry  Clay  Jordan,  a  leading  agriculturist  of  Walnut  township,  was  born  in 
Missouri  on  the  1st  of  April,  1844.  His  parents,  James  C.  and  Malinda  (Pit¬ 
man)  Jordan,  are  mentioned  at  greater  length  on  another  page  of  this  work  in 
connection  with  the  sketch  of  James  F.  Jordan,  a  brother  of  our  subject. 

Henry  Clay  Jordan,  of  this  review,  who  was  but  two  years  of  age  when 
brought  to  Polk  county  by  his  parents,  was  here  reared  and  educated,  attending 
the  district  schools  and  also  the  Forest  Home  Seminary  (now  the  Baptist  College) 
of  Des  Moines.  While  he  was  a  student  in  that  institution  the  Civil  war  broke 
out  and  in  1862  he  became  a  member  of  the  Twenty-third  Iowa  Volunteer  In¬ 
fantry,  serving  with  that  command  until  1864.  In  that  year  he  received  an  ap¬ 
pointment  to  West  Point,  but  resigned  at  the  end  of  about  six  months  and 
returned  home. 

He  worked  on  the  home  place  for  the  next  fifteen  years  and  then  his  father 
gave  him  a  farm  of  his  own,  which  he  operated  for  about  five  years.  On  the 
expiration  of  that  period  he  disposed  of  the  property  and  purchased  two  hun¬ 
dred  acres  of  bottom  land,  which  was  largely  covered  with  timber.  He  operated 
a  sawmill  in  connection  with  his  agricultural  interests  but  sold  the  farm  at 
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the  end  of  five  years  and  went  to  Pocahontas  county,  where  he  bought  a  tract 
of  ninety-six  acres  and  set  himself  resolutely  to  the  task  of  clearing  and  im 
proving  the  land.  After  operating  the  farm  for  about  six  years  he  disposed 
of  the  place  and  removed  to  Gilmore,  Iowa,  where  he  bought  a  general  store, 
conducting  the  same  successfully  for  some  years.  While  residing  in  Gilmore  he 
was  appointed  postmaster  of  the  town  through  the  influence  of  Congressman 

Dolliver,  serving  in  that  capacity  for  four  years. 

After  disposing  of  his  interests  in  Gilmore  he  returned  to  Polk  county  and 
here  again  turned  his  attention  to  general  agricultural  pursuits,  following  farm¬ 
ing  until  1908,  when  he  went  to  Colorado  and  purchased  and  improved  a  section 
of  land.  Leaving  a  son  and  daughter  in  charge  of  the  place,  he  returned  to 
Polk  county  and  has  since  been  successfully  identified  with  agricultural  pur¬ 
suits  here.  "  His  various  undertakings  have  been  attended  with  a  well  merited 
measure  of  prosperity  and  he  is  widely  recognized  as  a  substantial  and  repre¬ 
sentative  resident  of  the  community. 

In  September,  1878,  Mr.  Jordan  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Alice 
Warner,  a  daughter  of  Benton  and  Nancy  (Parker)  Warner,  who  were  na¬ 
tives  of  North  Carolina  and  Indiana  respectively.  Mr.  Warner  came  to  Iowa  in 
1850,  locating  in  Jasper  county,  where  he  entered  a  tract  of  land  and  carried 
on  farming  throughout  the  remainder  of  his  active  business  career.  His  de¬ 
mise  occurred  in  Missouri  in  1900.  His  widow,  who  has  now  attained  the 
age  of  seventy-six  years,  makes  her  home  in  Commerce,  Iowa.  Unto  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Jordan  were  born  four  children,  as  follows:  Kasson,  who  died  at  the 
age  of  fourteen  years;  Pauline,  a  school  teacher  of  Colorado;  Ralph  E.,  living 
in  Colorado,  who  is  married  and  has  one  child,  Donald  Hartley,  now  three 
years  of  age;  and  Rupert  J.,  a  youth  aged  nineteen  years,  who  is  still  under  the 
parental  roof. 

In  politics  Mr.  Jordan  is  a  democrat  and  his  fellow  townsmen,  recognizing 
his  worth  and  ability,  have  called  him  to  several  positions  of  public  trust.  He 
held  the  office  of  township  clerk  for  two  years,  was  township  assessor  for  two 
terms  and  for  one  term  acted  as  township  trustee.  During  the  twenty-sixth 
general  assembly  Mr.  Jordan  was  chosen  for  the  position  of  doorkeeper  of  the 
senate.  He  belongs  to  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  and  is  also  identified 
with  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America.  His  religious  faith  is  indicated  by 
his  membership  in  the  Methodist  church,  to  which  his  wife  also  belongs.  He 
is  an  earnest,  honorable  Christian  man,  always  to  be  found  on  the  right  side 
of  every  question,  and  giving  his  influence  for  all  that  tends  to  advance  material, 
intellectual,  political  and  moral  progress. 


EDWIN  JULIUS  FRISK. 

Edwin  Julius  Frisk,  of  Des  Moines,  who  is  serving  for  the  second  term  as 
justice  of  the  peace  of  Lee  township,  was  born  July  2,  1874,  in  Cambridge, 
Henry  county,  Illinois,  his  parents  being  Eric  P.  and  Kathrina  A.  (Stoneberg) 
Frisk,  who  were  married  at  Kewanee,  Illinois,  April  6,  1869.  After  their  mar¬ 
riage  they  removed  to  Bishop  Hill,  Illinois,  where  they  resided  for  two  years 
and  then  became  residents  of  Cambridge,  that  state.  The  father  was  engaged 
in  the  grocery  and  provision  business  at  Cambridge  and  later  at  Galva,  from 
which  place  he  removed  with  his  family  to  Des  Moines  in  1880.  He  had  pre¬ 
viously  located  in  this  city  by  reason  of  making  his  headquarters  here  while 
serving  as  traveling  auditor  for  the  Chicago  Grocery  &  Provision  Company. 
In  1883  he  founded  and  organized  the  Bloomfield  Coal  &  Mining  Company,  con¬ 
tinuing  as  its  president  and  manager  to  the  time  of  his  death  in  1889.  Mrs. 
Frisk  still  survives  and  is  a  devoted  member  of  the  Swedish  Methodist  church. 
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Edwin  Julius  Frisk  attended  the  public  schools  of  Des  Moines.  On  account 
of  the  death  of  his  father  he  was  compelled  to  leave  the  high  school  when  four¬ 
teen  years  of  age  and  at  that  time  began  to  learn  the  pi  inters  trade,  serving  as 
“devil”  in  the  office  of  the  Iowa  Daily  Capital,  now  the  Des  Moines  Capital,  at¬ 
tending  night  school  to  complete  his  studies.  He  was  afterward  employed  in 
various  printing  establishments  in  Des  Moines  until  1898,  when  he  severed  his 
connection  with  the  printing  business.  The  following  year  he  was  appointed 
deputy  county  recorder,  which  position  he  filled  until  1903,  when  he  was  ap¬ 
pointed  deputy  clerk  of  the  district  court,  serving  in  that  capacity  until  I9°7* 
pursued  the  study  of  law  while  employed  as  deputy  recorder  and  deputy  clerk 
of  the  district  court  of  Polk  county  and  was  admitted  to  practice  by  the  supreme 
court  of  Iowa  in  1907.  He  was  also  assistant  chief  clerk  of  the  house  of  repre¬ 
sentatives  during  the  memorable  thirty-second  general  assembly  and'  during  the 
two  extra  sessions.'  In  1909  he  was  elected  justice  of  the  peace  of  Lee  township 
and  in  the  following  year  was  reelected.  He  presides  over  that  court  in  addition 
to  practicing  law  and  thus  his  time  is  entirely  given  to  the  demands  of  his  pro¬ 
fession  in  the  active  work  of  the  courts  either  as  advocate  or  judge. 

In  1905,  Mr.  Frisk  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Minnie  Roselia  \oung- 
berg,  a  daughter  of  August  Youngberg,  who  was  a  pioneer  resident  and.  mer¬ 
chant  of  Des  Moines,  but  now  living  retired.  Mrs.  Frisk  was  born  in  this  city 
and  educated  in  the  public  schools,  being  a  graduate  of  the  East  high  school. 
They  have  two  children:  Edwin  Norman,  born  August  13?  I9°5>  an<^  RdU 
Louise,  born  August  16,  1909. 

Mr.  Frisk  holds  membership  in  the  Methodist  church  and  is  connected  with 
several  fraternal  organizations.  He  is  a  republican  and  a  believer  in  a  united 
party,  has  labored  effectively  and  earnestly  for  the  growth  and  success  of  the 
party  and  for  sixteen  years  has  been  secretary  of  the  Swedish  American  Repub¬ 
lican  Club  of  Des  Moines.  He  is  thus  widely  known  in  political  circles  and  has 
many  warm  friends  among  prominent  political  leaders  of  the  state. 


PRESTON  B.  DURLEY. 

Preston  B.  Durley,  whose  career  was  one  of  ceaseless  activity  and  energy, 
resulting  in  the  successful  attainment  of  the  purposes  and  work  to  which  he  set 
himself,  was  particularly  well  known  in  journalistic  circles  of  Iowa  as  the  busi¬ 
ness  manager  and  treasurer  of  the  Daily  News  of  Des  Moines.  He  was  born 
in  Hennepin,  Illinois,  on  the  19th  of  January,  1839,  and  supplemented  a  public 
school  course  by  study  in  Wheaton  College.  He  was  attending  a  commercial 
college  in  Chicago  at  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  war  and  after  hostilities  had  pro¬ 
ceeded  for  a  period  he  could  no  longer  content  himself  to  remain  at  home  and 
enlisted  in  the  One  Hundred  and  Twenty- fourth  Regiment  of  Illinois  Volun¬ 
teers  with  which  he  served  until  the  close  of  the  war,  holding  the  1  ank  of  Quar¬ 
termaster  sergeant.  He  was  on  active  duty  at  the  front  until  victory  crowned 
the  Union  arms  and  then  returned  to  Illinois  and  was  for  a  time  engaged  in 
business  in  that  state.  Subsequently  he  removed  to  Faulk  county,  South  Da¬ 
kota,  and,  associated  with  the  Rev.  C.  A.  Douglas  and  others,  founded 
the  town  of  Faulkton,  taking  active  part  in  its  substantial  development  and 
improvement  and  in  the  inauguration  of  a  system  of  government  which  should 
be  clean,  wholesome,  practical  and  progressive.  His  residence  in  Des  Moines 
dated  from  1885  and  the  following  year  he  became  the  treasurer  and  business 
manager  of  the  Daily  News,  being  connected  with  the  paper  in  that  dual  capacity 
until  his  death.  The  uninitiated  are  apt  to  regard  the  gathering  and  publica¬ 
tion  of  news  as  practically  the  entire  work  of  newspaper  publication,  but  the 
business  of  the  office  must  be  managed  as  systematically  and  thoroughly  as  the 


340 


CITY  OF  DES  MOINES  AND  POLK  COUNTY 


conduct  of  a  mercantile  or  industrial  concern.  There  must  be  just  as  judicial 
advertising  and  exploitation  of  the  value  of  the  product  as  is  displayed  by  the 
merchants  who  place  their  wares  upon  the  market.  With  aptitude  for  successful 
management,  keen  discernment  in  all  of  the  details  as  well  as  the  principles  of 
the  business,  Mr.  Durley  controlled  the  office  interests  of  the  paper  and  his 
ability  was  manifest  in  the  success  which  attended  the  undertaking. 

From  his  youth  Mr.  Durley  was  a  member  of  the  Congregational  church  and 
always  an  ardent,  zealous  and  effective  worker  in  its  behalf.  At  Hennepin  he 
served  as  superintendent  of  the  Sunday  school  and  at  Faulkton  was  very  promi¬ 
nent  in  church  work.  In  his  political  views  he  was  always  a  republican  and 
while  he  never  sought  nor  desired  political  preferment  he  was  at  all  times  an 
advocate  of  that  progress  which  manifests  itself  in  practical  work  for  the  public 
good  and  in  better  standards  of  citizenship.  He  belonged  to  the  Commercial 
Club  and  cooperated  in  its  movements  for  the  benefit  and,  upbuilding  of  Des 
Moines.  Fraternally  he  was  associated  with  the  Woodmen  of  the  World.  All 
through  his  life  he  manifested  unfaltering  energy  and  firm  resolution  and  never 
hesitated  in  a  course  which  he  marked  out  for  himself,  but  continuously  pressed 
on  toward  the  goal  of  successful  achievement.  His  business  qualifications  and 
his  personal  worth  commanded  for  him  the  esteem  and  confidence  of  all. 

Mr.  Durley  was  twice  married.  In  June,  1866,  he  wedded  Addie  Unthank, 
who  died  in  1876,  leaving  a  daughter.  Ten  years  later  Mr.  Durley  wedded 
Ella  A.  Hamilton,  of  Des  Moines,  and  unto  them  was  born  a  son,  John  H.  Dur¬ 
ley,  now  also  connected  with  newspaper  interests.  Mrs.  Durley  was  the 
daughter  of  William  H.  Hamilton,  who  came  to  Iowa  in  1866  and  was  engaged 
in  business  but  died  in  1868.  In  social  and  literary  circles  of  Des  Moines  she 
has  been  very  prominent.  She  holds  membership  in  the  Women's  Club,  of 
which  she  has  been  president,  and  she  is  now  president  of  the  Press  Office  Club. 
She  has  been  very  active  in  newspaper  work  and  also  as  a  writer  and  is  the 
author  of  a  number  of  books,  including  “My  Soldier  Lady,*’  which  has  met  with 
large  sale  and  won  favorable  comment  from  the  reviewers.  In  the  ’80s  she  was 
a  member  of  the  state  board  of  educational  examiners  and  it  was  through  her 
efforts  that  the  home  for  the  aged  was  founded  in  Des  Moines,  Mrs.  Durley 
calling  the  first  meeting  for  its  members  and  securing  the  first  funds  obtained 
for  the  building  in  1896.  She  is  intensely  interested  in  the  great  sociological 
and  economic  problems  of  the  country  and  has  taken  an  advanced  stand  in  sup¬ 
port  of  many  measures  looking  toward  the  betterment  of  existing  conditions. 


ALBERT  D.  PUGH. 

Albert  D.  Pugh,  well  known  as  an  active  and  progressive  attorney  at  Des 
Moines  and  especially  prominent  in  connection  with  the  socialist  party,  was 
born  in  Lake  township,  Muscatine  county,  Iowa,  April  5,  1868.  He  is  the  son 
of  Jonathan  G.  Pugh,  who  was  born  in  Mansfield,  Ohio,  January  13,  1825.  The 
family  descended  from  Evan  Pugh,  a  Welsh  Quaker,  who  came  to  America 
with  William  Penn.  Jonathan  Pugh,  the  great-grandfather,  settled  in  Hamp¬ 
shire  county  Virginia,  and  married  Margaret  Wood.  He  held  a  lieutenant’s 
commission  in  the  colonial  army  in  1766.  The  grandfather,  John  Pugh,  mar¬ 
ried  Florinda  Murphy  and  settled  at  Mansfield,  Richland  county,  Ohio,  in  1812. 

Jonathan  G.  Pugh,  the  father,  served  in  the  Mexican  war  under  General 
Taylor,  and  in  1849  went  to  California  via  the  isthmus  of  Panama.  Returning 
to  Ohio,  he  crossed  the  plains  with  a  large  wagon  train  in  1851,  of  which  he 
and  Jacob  Beam  were  proprietors.  There  were  about  ninety  persons  in  the 
party,  and  they  made  the  trip  from  St.  Joseph,  Missouri,  on  the  overland  trail 
to  Sacramento,  California,  without  serious  mishap  by  ox  team  in  one  hundred 
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and  twenty  days.  He  settled  in  Muscatine  county,  Iowa,  in  1855,  and  engaged 
in  farming.  At  the  time  of  the  Civil  war  he  held  a  lieutenant’s  commission  in 
the  Home  Guards  of  Muscatine  county,  issued  by  Governor  Kirkwood.  In 
1875  he  removed  to  Poweshiek  county,  and  in  1894  1°  Des  Moines,  his  death 
occurring  soon  afterward.  The  mother  of  our  subject,  Harriet  \  .  Baker,  before 
her  marriage,  was  born  at  Bainbridge,  Highland  county,  Ohio,  March  2,  1836, 
her  mother’s  maiden  name  being  Clarinda  Anderson,  and  her  grandparents 
being  Robert  and  Rachel  Pucket.  Grandfather  Pucket  fought  at  Guilford  court¬ 
house  at  the  time  of  the  Revolutionary  war.  Her  great  uncle,  Stephen  Mayo, 
was  also  a  Revolutionary  soldier,  his  widow,  Rebecca  Mayo,  being  one  of  six 
Revolutionary'  widows  who  were  drawing  pensions  in  somewhat  recent  years. 
On  the  maternal  line  the  family  history  has  been  traced  to  the  McKenzies  and 
Fraziers. 

Albert  D.  Pugh  received  his  preliminary  education  in  the  common  schools  and 
began  his  active  career  in  railway  service  as  telegraph  operator  and  station  agent 
in  1886.  In  Tuly,  1892,  he  was  promoted  to  the  position  of  contracting  freight 
agent  of  the  Chicago  &  Great  Western  Railway  at  Des  Moines,  but  being  at¬ 
tracted  to  the  law,  he  resigned  on  April  1,  1895,  and  began  the  study  of  the  pro¬ 
fession  in  the  office  of  Carr  &  Parker,  the  partners  being  Judge  George  H.  Carr 
and  A.  C.  Parker.  In  1896  he  matriculated  in  Drake  University,  graduating  with 
a  degree  of  LL.  B.,  in  May,  1897,  since  which  time  he  has  been  actively  engaged 
in  practice  at  Des  Moines  and  has  been  identified  with  much  important  litigation. 
As  attorney  for  John  M.  Work  he  brought  to  a  concluson  the  cause  in  behalf  of 
the  taxpayers  against  the  city  of  Des  Moines,  its  officers,  and  the  water  company 
which  prevented  a  loan  of  fifty  thousand  dollars  of  the  municipal  waterworks 
fund  to  the  water  company.  As  attorney  for  other  clients  he  secured  a  decision 
from  the  district  court  of  Polk  county  dissolving  a  trust,  created  by  a  will  which 
involved  about  thirty  thousand  dollars  worth  of  property.  The  supreme  court 
reversed  the  case,  but  Mr.  Pugh  was  the  first  attorney  to  present  the  question  to 
the  supreme  court.  The  supreme  court  recognized  the  doctrine  contended  for 
but  held  it  discretionary  with  the  court  whether  the  particular  trust  should  or 
should  not  be  dissolved. 

Mr.  Pugh  was  appointed  special  counsel,  without  compensation,  for  the  city, 
in  March,  1910,  to  defend  an  action  brought  by  the  Des  Moines  City  Railway 
Company  to  enjoin  the  city  council  from  submitting  to  a  vote  of  the  people,  an 
ordinance  initiated  by  a  petition  of  twenty-one  hundred  voters,  providing  for 
municipal  ownership  and  operation  of  the  street  railway.  The  submission  of  this 
ordinance  to  a  vote  was  enjoined  by  the  district  court.  Mr.  Pugh  made  applica¬ 
tion  to  the  supreme  court  for  a  writ  of  prohibition,  and  the  court  not  being  in 
session,  Justice  Ladd  held -that  he  had  not  jurisdiction  to  grant  a  writ.  The 
ordinance  could  not  be  submitted  at  any  subsequent  time,  hence  there  was  no 
remedy  by  appeal. 

Mr.  Pugh  was  a  member  of  the  committee  of  three  hundred  appointed  to 
formulate  the  Des  Moines  plan ;  and  of  the  more  recent  committee  of  twenty-five 
to  settle  the  street  railway  problem.  He  has  been  connected  with  the  socialist 
cause  since  1901,  and  was  the  nominee  of  the  party  for  city  attorney,  district 
judge  and  councilman,  campaigning  regularly  for  socialist  principles  and  meas¬ 
ures.  The  most  effective  of  his  campaigns  was  for  councilman  in  the  spring  of 
1910.  He  emphasized  municipal  ownership  and  made  it  an  issue,  so  that  every 
other  candidate  for  the  council  declared  himself  on  the  issue.  . 

On  the  19th  day  of  June,  1901,  Mr.  Pugh  was  united  in  marriage  to  Dr. 
Marion  Howe,  daughter  of  Lafayette  and  Mary  Howe  of  Fredericksburg,  Iowa. 
The  family  is  of  English  Puritan  origin.  The  emigrant  ancestor,  Garden  Howe, 
settled  in  New  Hampshire,  and  had  seven  sons.  The  mother’s  maiden  name  was 
Tisdale.  Dr.  Pugh  is  also  connected  in  the  maternal  line  with  the  Emmons  fam¬ 
ily  and  has  a  Dutch  strain.  Dr.  Pugh  was  graduated  from  the  scientific  depart- 
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ment  of  the  State  University  at  Iowa  City  in  1891,  and  served  as  science  teacher 
in  the  West  Des  Moines  high  school  until  1897,  when  she  resigned  and  entered 
the  medical  department  of  the  State  University,  graduating  with  a  degree  of  M. 
D.  in  1899.  Later  she  took  post-graduate  work  in  Chicago.  She  has  met  with 
marked  success  as  a  practitioner  and  is  well  known  as  a  lecturer  on  medical  sub¬ 
jects,  having  been  chosen  to  give  special  instruction  to  women  at  Drake  Univer¬ 
sity.  She  has  also  been  physician  to  women  at  the  Victoria  Sanitarium.  Two 
children  have  blessed  the  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pugh:  Jonathan  Howe,  now 
eight  years  of  age;  and  Lawrence  Tisdale,  aged  four  years. 

Mr.  Pugh  professionally  holds  membership  in  the  State  Bar  Association  and 
the  Des  Moines  Bar  Association,  and  his  wife  is  a  charter  member  of  the  Pro¬ 
fessional  Women’s  League.  Mr.  Pugh  and  his  wife  hold  membership  in  the 
Unitarian  church,  and  he  is  connected  with  the  Men’s  Unity  Club,  while  she  is 
identified  with  Unity  Circle,  both  being  active  workers  of  those  organizations. 
Mr.  Pugh  is  also  connected  with  the  Brotherhood  of  American  Yeomen.  Modern 
Woodmen  of  America,  Woodmen  of  the  World,  Homesteaders,  Court  of  Honor 
and  the  Modern  Brotherhood  of  America.  As  is  indicated  by  this  review,  he  is  an 
energetic  and  tireless  worker  and  an  independent  thinker,  who  follows  the  dic¬ 
tates  of  his  judgment  even  though  he  may  know  that  he  is  in  a  hopeless  minority. 
It  is,  however,  through  men  of  his  indomitable  stamp  that  many  of  the  most  im¬ 
portant  reforms  of  the  world  have  been  accomplished,  and  although  comparatively 
a  young  man,  Mr.  Pugh  has  lived  to  see  many  ideas  accepted  and  put  into  prac¬ 
tical  operation  in  municipal,  state  and  national  affairs  that  were  considered  chim¬ 
erical  when  he  began  his  active  career.  Hence  he  looks  forward  confidently  to  the 
rapid  adoption  of  yet  more  radical  innovations  in  the  years  to  come. 


SAMUEL  A.  ROBERTSON. 

Samuel  A.  Robertson,  now  retired,  was  for  fifty-five  years  past  identified 
with  the  city  of  Des  Moines,  becoming  one  of  its  most  prominent  builders. 
He  was  born  in  Preble  county,  Ohio,  December  23,  1835,  and  is  the  son  of 
Samuel  and  Susan  (Van  Winkle)  Robertson,  the  family  on  both  sides  having 
been  identified  with  the  American  Revolution,  a  monument  now  standing  in 
Preble  county  as  an  evidence  of  the  appreciation  of  the  people  for  services 
rendered  in  the  cause  of  the  colonies.  The  grandfather  on  the  paternal  side 
was  Major  Sam  Robertson,  who  settled  in  Preble  county  and  was  known  as 
one  of  the  leading  men  in  western  Ohio.  The  father  was  extensively  connected 
with  the  contracting  business  and  was  one  of  the  'builders  of  the  Ohio  canal, 
which  was  constructed  under  the  direction  of  the  United  States  government. 

Samuel  A.  Robertson  received  his  early  education  in  a  log  schoolhouse  of 
his  native  county  and  as  soon  as  he  arrived  at  a  suitable  age  was  put  to  work 
to  learn  the  bricklayer’s  trade.  After  three  years’  service  he  felt  competent 
to  assume  personal  responsibility  and  accordingly  undertook  to  complete  a 
contract  including  a  roundhouse  and  shops  for  the  Cleveland,  Columbus  & 
Cincinnati  Railroad  Company,  and  the  Indianapolis  &  Bellefontaine  Railway. 
This  contract  had  previously  been  given  up  by  men  of  large  experience  but  Mr. 
Robertson  applied  himself  with  such  energy  that  it  was  successfully  completed, 
to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  the  railway  company,  in  seven  weeks.  He  was 
later  given  charge  of  the  construction  of  depots,  engine  houses  and  bridges  on 
the  railway. 

In  the  spring  of  1856,  having  decided  to  cast  his  fortune  with  the  west, 
Mr.  Robertson  arrived  in  Des  Moines  which,  although  the  capital  of  the  state, 
was  then  a  straggling  village  possessing  many  of  the  characteristics  of  the 
frontier  and  built  mainly  of  frame  houses.  After  strolling  through  the  streets 
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a  short  time  on  the  day  following  his  arrival  and  finding  money  to  be  scarce 
and  employment  uncertain,  the  visitor  returned  to  the  wharf  and  went  aboard 
a  steamboat  bound  for  St.  Louis.  On  the  boat  he  met  J.  C.  Savery,  who  advised 
him  to  return  to  Des  Moines,  promising  that  employment  would  be  provided 
in  a  very  short  time,  as  Mr.  Savery  was  then  on  his  way  to  St.  Louis  to  secure 
plans  for  a  hotel  which  he  proposed  to  erect  in  the  capital  city.  Accordingly 
Mr.  Robertson  left  the  boat  at  Pella  and  returned  to  Des  Moines,  where  he 
later  began  working  on  the  Savery,  now  the  Kirkwood  Hotel,  but  for  lack  of 
funds  and  material  the  work  was  soon  stopped.  He  next  found  employment 
on  the  courthouse  and  later,  being  willing  to  undertake  any  employment  that 
ofifered,  engaged  in  laying  sidewalks  for  several  months.  His  wife  was  in 
Cincinnati,  Ohio,  and  desiring  to  bring  her  to  Des  Moines,  he  started  on  the 
journey,  going  by  way  of  St.  Louis,  where  he  arrived  some  days  later.  The 
next  morning  Mr.  Robertson  presented  himself  at  the  desk  of  the  hotel  to  pay 
his  bill  when  he  found  to  his  consternation  that  the  currency  with  which  he 
was  supplied  had  depreciated  and  was  absolutely  worthless.  This  was  before 
the  organization  of  national  banks  and  the  country  was  flooded  with  paper 
promises  of  individual  concerns,  called  “red  dog”  money,  the  value  of  which 
fluctuated  rapidly  and  often  dropped  to  zero.  The  traveler  was  obliged  to 
borrow  money  with  which  to  pay  his  bill  and  ten  cents  for  fare  to  cross  the 
river.  However,  he  determined  to  proceed  upon  his  journey  and  after  arriving 
in  East  St.  Louis  he  called  upon  the  superintendent  of  the  railway  leading  to 
Cincinnati,  telling  him  that  as  an  old  railroad  man  he  would  like  to  ride  over 
the  line.  This  request  met  with  a  sharp  rebuff.  As  a  last  resort  Mr.  Robertson 
handed  to  the  superintendent  a  letter  which  he  was  carrying  in  his  pocket, 
which  had  been  given  him  by  John  Brough,  general  manager  of  the  Cleveland, 
Bellefontaine  &  Indianapolis  Railway.  No  sooner  had  the  railway  official  glanced 
at  the  missive  than  his  demeanor  changed.  “This  letter,”  said  he,  “puts  a  change 
on  the  situation.  It  is  good  for  any  favor  you  may  desire  on  our  line.”  George 
B.  McClellan,  the  gentleman  to  whom  he  presented  the  letter,  was  later  in 
command  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  and  in  1864  was  candidate  of  the  demo¬ 
cratic  party  for  president  of  the  United  States. 

Upon  returning  with  his  wife  to  Des  Moines  Mr.  Robertson  entered  the 
contracting  business,  although  money  was  for  several  years  very  scarce,  pay¬ 
ment  for  work  being  made  in  groceries,  dry  goods  and  the  various  necessities 
or  commodities  of  life  until  the  approach  of  a  brighter  era  after  the  beginning 
of  the  war  when  a  currency  of  the  national  banks  made  its  appearance.  At 
one  time  Mr.  Robertson  worked  a  year  and  received  only  one  dollar  in  cash 
and  the  following  year  only  thirteen  dollars.  He  was  selected  to  remodel  the 
postoffice  building  at  Des  Moines  and  went  to  Washington,  where  he  secured 
an  appropriation  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars  for  that  purpose. 
After  completing  the  desired  improvements,  also  making  large  additions  to  the 
grounds  and  adding  a  third  story  and  tower  to  the  building,  he  returned  thirty- 
nine  thousand  dollars  to  the  United  States  government  as  unused.  This  is  an 
indication  of  his  character  and  such  a  man  is  certain  to  win  the  confidence  of 
the  community.  He  was  given  the  contract  to  supply  the  stone  for  the  state 
capitol  and  in  order  to  do  so  was  obliged  to  build  a  railway  to  one  stone  quarry 
and  a  railway  switch  to  another,  the  expenditure  being  quite  heavy.  On  this 
contract  he  lost  forty-eight  thousand  dollars,  but  other  work  proved  remun¬ 
erative  and  in  the  course  of  extensive  building  operations  he  acquired  a  fortune. 
In  1878  he  became  a  member  of  the  city  council  and  started  an  era  of  sidewalk, 
sewer  and  paving  improvements  which  gave  him  the  title  of  the  “father  of  the 
sewer  system  of  the  city.”  In  1890  he  organized  the  Des  Moines  Brick  Manu¬ 
facturing  Company  and  installed  a  large  plant,  demonstrating  the  value  of  the 
clay  at  Des  Moines.  He  was  a  stockholder  in  the  Iowa  National  Bank  and 
served  as  president  of  the  institution  for  several  years.  He  was  also  president 
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and  a  member  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  Royal  Union  [Mutual  Life  Insur¬ 
ance  Company  and  served  in  many  other  business  organizations.  During  recent 
years  he  has  rested  from  his  labors  in  the  enjoyment  of  a  well  earned  repose. 

On  the  24th  of  March,  1857.  [Mr.  Robertson  was  married  to  [Miss  [Margaret, 
daughter  of  Charles  and  Isabelle  Olive  ( Courtney)  Porter,  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 
Charles  Porter,  whose  birth  occurred  in  1795,  passed  away  in  1842,  while  his 
wife,  whose  natal  year  was  i8co,  was  called  to  her  final  rest  in  1888.  Unto 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robertson  were  born  nine  children,  as  follows :  John  Porter, 
whose  birth  occurred  in  1858  and  who  is  deceased ;  Sudabelle,  born  in  i860, 
who  is  the  deceased  wife  of  Major  Charles  J.  T.  Clark  of  the  United  States 
army,  by  whom  she  had  three  children — Robertson,  Isabelle  and  Elsie ;  Edith 
Courtney,  who  gave  her  hand  in  marriage  to  J.  W.  Campbell,  of  Des  [Moines, 
and  has  two  children,  Donald  and  Alonzo ;  Emma  Houston,  who  is  now  [Mrs. 
J.  K.  Rodgers  of  New  York,  and  has  one  daughter.  Marguerite;  Libbie,  who  died 
when  nine  years  of  age;  Bertha  K.,  who  is  now  Mrs.  J.  M.  Boggs,  of  Pittsburg, 
Pennsylvania ;  Lonnie,  who  died  in  infancy ;  [Margaret  Porter,  at  home ;  and  Bes¬ 
sie.  who  also  died  in  infancy. 

[Mr.  Robertson  has  for  many  years  given  his  adherence  to  the  democratic 
party  and  socially  is  connected  with  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  Elks  lodges 
of  Des  Moines.  He  has  many  genial  characteristics  and  his  kind  and  generous 
disposition  has  made  for  him  many  friends  among  the  young  and  old  in  the 
city  of  his  adoption.  He  early  became  recognized  as  one  of  the  most  public- 
spirited  citizens,  a  man  of  great  civic  pride  who  demonstrated  his  deep  personal 
interest  by  his  unselfish  services.  In  the  course  of  a  long  and  unusually  active 
career  he  has  achieved  success  and  has  also  gained  a  place  in  the  estimation 
of  the  people  which  few  men  in  Des  [Moines  have  attained. 


GUY  A.  MILLER. 

Guv  A.  [Miller  is  perhaps  best  known  to  the  general  public  because  of  his 
political  activity  and  support  of  the  republican  party.  But  to  a  more  restricted 
number — those  who  have  had  to  do  with  the  work  of  the  courts,  or  those  who 
are  his  colleagues  in  the  profession,  he  is  known  as  an  able  lawyer,  whose 
ability  is  constantly  being  developed  through  wide  study  and  careful  prepara¬ 
tion.  He  was  born  in  Graham,  Nodaway  county.  Missouri,  November  4,  1882. 
In  the  paternal  line  he  is  connected  with  the  family  of  William  Lloyd  Garrison, 
the  apostle  of  liberty.  His  father,  [Martin  L.  Miller,  a  native  of  Illinois,  has 
been  a  resident  of  Des  [Moines  since  1886  and  is  now  connected  with  the  Wells 
Fargo  Express  Company.  He  married  Lillie  M.  Harper,  whose  ancestors,  of 
English  and  Scotch  lineage,  lived  at  Harper’s  Fern*,  Virginia,  although  Mrs. 
Miller  was  born  in  Ohio.  By  her  marriage  she  had  two  children,  the  daughter 
being  Lela  Maud,  who  was  born  in  Graham,  Missouri.  November  22,  1880.  and 
is  now  the  wife  of  W.  M.  Giles,  of  Kansas  City,  Missouri. 

In  the  public  schools  Guy  A.  [Miller  pursued  his  education,  attending  the 
V  est  high  school,  from  which  he  was  graduated  with  the’  class  of  1900.  He 
then  entered  Drake  Law  School  in  the  class  of  1901  and  was  graduated  with 
the  class  of  1904.  successfully  passing  the  bar  examination  in  the  spring  of  that 
year.  In  the  fall  he  entered  upon  active  practice,  starting  alone  and  so  con¬ 
tinued  until  May,  1908.  when  he  formed  a  partnership  with  Orville  S.  Franklin. 
He  has  since  practiced  as  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Franklin  &  Miller,  with  offices 
in  the  Youngerman  block.  In  addition  to  the  practice  of  law  [Mr.  Miller  has 
won  recognition  as  an  able  attorney.  The  thoroughness  and  precision  with  which 
he  prepares  his  cases  are  elements  in  his  success.  His  knowledge  of  the  prin¬ 
ciples  of  jurisprudence  is  comprehensive  and  he  is  seldom  if  ever  at  fault  in  their 
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application.  Moreover,  he  conforms  his  practice  to  a  high  standard  of  pro¬ 
fessional  ethics  and  is  regarded  as  an  able  and  conscientious  minister  in  the  temple 
of  justice.  While  a  comparatively  young  man  and  not  long  engaged  in  the 
practice  of  law,  he  has  successfuly  conducted  a  case  in  the  United  States  supreme 
court  after  a  hearing  in  the  state  district  court  and  the  federal  circuit  court. 
Finally  it  was  appealed  and  Mr.  Miller  argued  it  in  the  United  States  supreme 
court.  In  fact,  he  handled  the  case  all  the  way  through.  His  clientage  is  of 
an  important  character  and  he  is  making  continued  advancement  in  his  chosen 
profession. 

On  the  30th  of  October,  1907,  Mr.  Miller  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Crete  M.  Johnson,  a  daughter  of  J.  D.  and  Emma  (Vosburg)  Johnson.  Mrs. 
Miller  was  born  in  Colfax,  Jasper  county,  Iowa,  and  represents  a  well  known 
family  of  this  city,  her  father  having  for  twenty-two  years  been  connected 
with  the  Utica  Clothing  Company.  There  is  one  son  by  this  marriage,  Guy  Den- 
mar  Miller,  who  was  born  in  Des  Moines,  October  18,  1909.  In  politics  Mr. 
Miller  is  a  progressive  republican  and  an  active  worker  in  party  ranks.  He  has 
delivered  many  campaign  addresses  and  has  done  effective  work  toward  promot¬ 
ing  republican  interests.  He  is  in  hearty  sympathy  with  those  wholesome  and 
purifying  reforms  which  are  growing  up  within  the  party  and  speak  for  a  better, 
cleaner  and  more  honest  administration  of  public  affairs.  Fraternally  he  is 
connected  with  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  the  Modern  W  oodmen  of  America, 
and  his  religious  faith  is  that  of  the  Christian  church.  He  also  belongs  to  the 
Drake  Law  Club,  and  his  social  qualities  render  him  popular  in  these  different 
organizations. 


EDWIN  A.  NYE. 

Edwin  A.  Nye,  of  Des  Moines,  occupies  an  honorable  place  among  the  news- 
paper  men  of  the  west.  For  many  years  identified  with  the  editorship  and  pub¬ 
lication  of  newspapers,  he  became  widely  known  as  one  of  the  capable  and 
progressive  men  in  a  profession  that  calls  for  the  keenest  talent  the  country  af¬ 
fords.  The  papers  of  which  he  had  control  commanded  an  influence  not  com¬ 
monly  accorded  the  press  outside  the  large  cities,  and  as  editor  of  the  Des 
Moines  Daily  News  for  eleven  years,  until  very  recently,  he  displayed  an  ability 
that  greatly  advanced  the  permanent  welfare  of  the  city  and  its  subsidiary  re¬ 
gion.  He  was  born  in  Dearborn  county,  Indiana,  June  24,  1856,  a  son  of  Rev. 
J.  W.  and  Maggie  (Showalter)  Nye,  the  latter  of  whom  was  a  native  of 
the  Keystone  state,  departing  this  life  at  an  advanced  age,  in  1907.  The  father 
is  a  native  of  New  York  state  and  after  entering  the  ministry  was  one  of  the 
pioneer  circuit  riders  of  the  Wabash  valley,  attaining  a  wide  reputation  on  ac¬ 
count  of  his  acknowledged  high  character  and  unusual  ability  as  a  pulpit  speaker. 
He  served  from  1863  to  1864  as  chaplain  of  the  One  Hundred  and  Twenty- 
first  Illinois  Infantry  and  is  now  living  at  Chrisman,  Illinois. 

Edwin  A.  Nye  received  his  preliminary  education  in  the  public  schools,  later 
attending  Greenhill  Seminary,  also  Westfield  College,  and  the  Indiana  State 
Normal  School,  in  the  meantime  teaching  school  for  several  terms  while  ob¬ 
taining  his  education.  After  graduating  from  the  Normal  School  he  turned 
his  attention  to  newspaper  work  in  Illinois  and  during  the  years  that  have  since 
passed  has  owned  and  edited  ten  or  fifteen  different  newspapers  in  various  states- 

He  successfully  conducted  for  several  years  the  Auburn  Dispatch  at  Auburn. 
Indiana,  and  for  seven  years  was  at  the  head  of  the  Danville  (Illinois)  Evening 
Commercial.  In  1897  he  came  to  Des  Moines  and  was  for  eleven  years  editor 
of  the  Daily  News,  resigning  in  1908  to  accept  the  position  of  western  repre¬ 
sentative  of  the  American  Press  Association  of  New  York,  in  which  position  he 


348 


CITY  OF  DES  MOINES  AND  POLK  COUNTY 


is  still  serving.  He  is  also  identified  with  various  business  concerns,  being  vice 
president  of  the  Century  Fire  Insurance  Company  and  a  member  of  the  board 
of  directors  of  the  First  National  Bank  of  Prairie  City. 

In  September,  1878,  Mr.  Nye  was  united  in  marriage  at  Yeedersburg,  Indiana, 
to  Miss  Ada  F.  Lucas  and  two  children  have  blessed  this  union :  Mrs.  W.  H. 
Harrison,  the  wife  of  Professor  W.  H.  Harrison,  who  fills  the  chair  of  chem¬ 
istry  in  the  Northwestern  University  of  Chicago;  and  Roy  L.,  who  was  born 
in  1887  and  is  now  a  member  of  the  senior  class  of  Drake  University. 

Mr.  Nye,  ever  since  arriving  at  manhood,  has  been  identified  with  the  re¬ 
publican  party,  and  in  recognition  of  his  services  received  they  appointment  of 
consul  to  Shanghai,  China,  while  in  charge  of  his  paper  at  Danville.  This 
honor,  however,  he  declined,  not  having  an  inclination  for  public  office  and  pre¬ 
ferring  to  devote  his  attention  to  his  private  affairs.  He  is  a  stanch  member  of 
the  Christian  church,  of  which  he  is  an  elder  and  in  whose  interests  he  served 
for  seven  years  as  a  minister  while  at  Danville.  Socially  he  is  connected  with 
the  Press  Club  of  Des  Moines. 

He  is  a  highly  cultured  gentleman,  a  deep  thinker  and  a  good  speaker.  His 
services  on  the  platform  have  been  much  sought  after,  as  is  indicated  by  the  fact 
that  he  has  delivered  more  than  one  hundred  addresses  at  commencement  exer¬ 
cises,  the  list  including  colleges,  universities,  high  schools  and  academies.  He 
has  been  highly  complimented  by  the  press  in  all  parts  of  the  country  on  his 
ability  as  a  public  speaker.  He  is  a  constant  reader  and  has  a  large  and  well 
selected  library,  literature  being  his  recreation  and  delight.  While  he  is  by 
nature  essentially  modest,  he  has  a  frank,  genial  manner  which  invites  approach. 
Few  men  in  central  Iowa  can  claim  a  wider  circle  of  sincere  friends. 


ANGUS  B.  LEAMER. 


Among  the  well  known  but  more  recent  acquisitions  to  the  Des  Moines  clergy 
must  be  numbered  the  Rev.  Angus  B.  Learner,  who  for  the  past  two  years  has 
most  ably  ministered  in  the  parish  of  the  St.  John’s  Lutheran  church.  A  native 
of  Nebraska,  his  birth  occurred  in  Dakota  county  on  the  8th  of  October,  1871. 
The  father,  who  was  an  agriculturist,  migrated  from  Pennsylvania  to  Nebraska 
in  1865,  and  in  the  following  year  he  purchased  and  located  upon  the  farm 
where  the  son  Angus  was  born.  The  mother,  prior  to  her  marriage,  was  Miss 
Margaret  Gesey,  a  member  of  a  well  known  Pennsylvania  family,  the  village 
of  Geseytown  having  been  named  after  her  grandfather.  . 

The  early  years  in  the  life  of  Angus  B.  Learner  did  not  differ  particularlv 
from  those  of  other  lads  reared  on  a  farm  in  the  west  at  that  period.  Educa¬ 
tional  advantages  were  very  uncertain  and  inadequate,  owing  to  the .  sparsely 
settled^  communities,  but  the  boy  early  evinced  unusual  mental  qualities  and 
scholarly  instincts,  which  the  parents  determined  should  be  fostered  and  devel¬ 
oped,  so  when  he  had  finished  the  course  of  the  common  schools  he  was  sent 
to  Wittenberg  College  at  Springfield,  Ohio.  He  was  a  student  of  that  institu¬ 
tion  until  1895,  in  which  year  he  graduated  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts. 
Following  that  he  taught  for  one  year,  at  the  expiration  of  which  period  he  de¬ 
cided  to  enter  the  ministry,  so  matriculated  at  the  Western  Theological  Seminal } 
at  Atchison,  Kansas,  being  awarded  the  degree  of  B.  D.  two  years  later,  at  the 
same  time  as  Wittenberg  conferred  upon  him  the  degree  of  Master  of  Arts.  In 
the  autumn  following  his  graduation  he  was  ordained  a  minister  of  the  Lu¬ 
theran  synod  by  the  Rev.  L.  P.  Ludden,  D.  D.  and  upon  the  14th  of  November, 
1898,  he  accepted  a  call  to  the  pulpit  of  the  Lutheran  church  of  Benedict,  Neb¬ 
raska.  At  the  expiration  of  that  pastorate  he  went  to  West  Point,  Nebraska, 
where  he  labored  most  effectively  during  the  four  years  of  his  pastoiate,  putting 
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new  life  and  enthusiasm  into  the  church  and  parish.  During  his  years  of  service 
a  new  and  beautiful  parsonage  was  erected.  From  there  he  went  to  the  First 
Lutheran  church  of  Iowa  City,  where  he  remained  for  five  years,  then  came 
to  St.  John’s  in  Des  Moines.  Liberal  in  his  views,  charitable  in  his  criticism  and 
enthusiastic  in  his  efforts  to  assist  humanity  to  a  higher  plane  of  living  Mr. 
Learner  has  been  recognized  as  a  power  in  every  community  in  which  hq  has 
labored.  A  pleasing  personality,  good  voice  and  clear  decisive  thought  and 
speech,  united  with  strong,  oratorical  powers,  has  made  him  a  forceful  and 
moving  speaker. 

He  is  now  devoting  considerable  time  and  attention  to  the  lecture  platform 
and  is  rapidly  becoming  known  in  the  lyceum  field  of  the  middle  west.  The 
subjects  of  his  lectures  are:  “An  Urn  of  Treasure  and  The  Model- Home,” 
the  latter  being  treated  under  four  sub-heads,  “Father,”  “Mother,”  “Son”  and 
“Daughter.”  In  addition  to  the  heavy  and  exacting  demands  of  his  parish 
he  has  also  found  time  to  organize  four  church  societies  during  the  period  of  his 
residence  in  Iowa.  He  is  an  ex-president  of  the  State  Synod  of  Iowa,  a  member 
of  the  General  Synod  of  the  United  States  and  of  the  Ministerial  Association  of 
Des  Moines. 

In  1899  occurred  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Learner  and  Miss  Agnes  Richards,  a 
daughter  of  a  prominent  baker  of  St.  Louis,  Missouri.  Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Learner  have  been  born  three  children:  Robert,  who  was  born  on  the  13th  of 
January,  1902;  Margaret,  born  on  the  23d  of  March,  1905;  and  Helen,  whose 
birth  occurred  on  the  24th  of  April,  1907.  Mrs.  Learner  has  been  of  very  great 
assistance  to  her  husband  in  both  his  church  and  parish  work,  possessing  the 
ability — so  essential  to  a  minister’s  wife — to  take  charge  of  meetings,  organize 
societies  and  superintend  the  work  of  executive  committees.  She  is  now  the 
presiding  officer  of  the  Young  People’s  Missionary  Society  and  the  vice  pres¬ 
ident  of  the  Woman’s  Home  and  Foreign  Missionary  Society. 

Although  the  period  of  Mr.  Learner’s  residence  in  Des  Moines  has  been  very 
short,  his  personality  and  assistance  rendered  in  the  forwarding  o’f  the  reform 
movement  in  the  city  has  been  felt,  and  he  is  recognized  as  one  possessing 
strong  powers  that  are  ever  exercised  for  good  in  the  uplifting  and  advancing  of 
a  higher  moral  standard. 


william  m.  McLaughlin. 

William  M.  McLaughlin,  a  member  of  the  Des  Moines  bar,  engaged  in  the 
general  practice  of  law,  was  born  in  Webster  Citv,  Iowa,  September  7,  1871. 
His  father,  Angus  McLaughlin,  is  now  a  retired  farmer  residing  in  Los  Angeles, 
California.  He  married  Catherine  Sells,  who  died  February  22,  1909.  The 
family  name  indicates  the  Scotch  ancestry  of  the  McLaughlins,  the  first  repre¬ 
sentatives  of  the  name  in  this  country  coming  from  Scotland  about  1815,  making 
settlement  in  Pennsylvania.  Later  a  removal  was  made  to  Ohio,  where  Angus 
McLaughlin  was  born.  The  Sells  family  are  of  Pennsylvania  Dutch  ancestry, 
the  ancestors  coming  from  Holland. 

Spending  his  boyhood  days  under  the  parental  roof  William  M.  McLaughlin 
attended  the  district  schools  and  later  had  the  benefit  of  instruction  in  the 
Northern  Iowa  Normal  School  and  in  Drake  University  at  Des  Moines,  pur¬ 
suing  his  law  course  in  the  latter  institution,  from  which  he  was  graduated  LL.  B. 
\n  .  .e.c^ass  x^99-  Although  his  father  was  amply  able  to  provide  educational 
facilities  for  the  son,  William  M.  McLaughlin  took  it  upon  himself  to  earn 
his  own  way  in  securing  his  education,  and  his  entire  success  therefore  is  at¬ 
tributable  to  his  earnest  labors,  his  utilization  of  opportunities  and  the  wise  use 
he  has  made  of  his  time  and  talents.  In  the  interval  between  his  normal  school 
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and  university  courses  he  engaged  in  teaching  in  Polk  count)  foi  a  period  of 
four  years,  and  following  his  graduation  he  entered  upon  the  active  practice  of 
law  remaining  alone  until  1904?  when  he  entered  into  partnership  with  Frank 
S.  Shankland  in  a  connection  that  still  maintains.  He  is  engaged  in  general 
practice  and  has  been  accorded  a  liberal  clientage,  that  has  connected  him 
with  much  important  litigation  heard  in  the  courts  of  the  district.  The  only 
public  office  that  he  has  held  has  been  that  of  assistant  city  solicitor  of  Des 
Moines,  from  September,  1905,  until  April  6,  1908.  He  has  preferred  to  con¬ 
centrate  his  energies  upon  the  duties  of  his  profession  and  his  loyalty  to  his 
clients’  interests  is  proverbial. 

On  the  2nd  of  January,  1897,  Mr.  McLaughlin  was  married  in  Webster  City, 
Iowa,  to  Miss  Cornelia  Smalley,  a  daughter  of  John  Smalley,  and  they  have  two 
children :  Feme,  who  was  born  in  Des  Moines,  March  8,  1901 ;  and  Catherine, 
born  in  this  city  February  12,  1908. 

Mr.  McLaughlin  gives  his  political  allegiance  to  the  republican  party  and 
his  indorsement  thereof  is  the  expression  of  his  honest  opinions  concerning 
the  policy  of  government.  He  has  served  as  president  of  the  Polk  County 
Republican  Club  and  he  stands  as  a  stanch  champion  of  the  principles  in  which 
he  believes.  Fraternally  he  is  connected  with  the  Knights  of  Pythias.  The  va¬ 
ried  interests  of  life  are  in  him  well  balanced  forces  and  he  is  continually  proving 
the  strength  and  sanity  of  his  position  by  his  cooperation  in  those  interests 
which  work  for  progress  and  public  good. 


JACOB  MARKEL. 

The  keynote  of  the  character  of  Jacob  Markel,  a  highly  prosperous  citizen 
of  Iowa,  now  deceased,  whose  widow  makes  her  home  in  Des  Moines,  was  per¬ 
sistence  of  purpose.  Having  once  determined  upon  a  course  of  action  he  per¬ 
severed  to  the  end  and  he  generally  won.  He  started  in  the  pioneer  days  near  the 
foot  of  the  ladder  and  at  his  death  was  the  owner  of  six  hundred  acres  of  land, 
much  of  which  was  highly  improved,  and  also  of  other  valuable  property,  all 
of  which  he  acquired  through  his  own  unconquerable  industry. 

He  was  born  in  Fairfield  county,  Ohio,  April  26,  1830,  and  at  five  years 
of  age  removed  with  his  parents  to  Tippecanoe  county,  Indiana.  The  father 
was  a  farmer,  and  early  inducted  his  son  into  a  work  to  which  he  was  to  de¬ 
vote  his  life.  He  attended  the  common  schools,  and  even  as  a  lad  gave  evidence 
of  an  ability  to  apply  his  undivided  attention  to  any  subject  in  which  he  was 
interested,  thus  developing  a  strength  of  mind  which  proved  of  great  assist¬ 
ance  to  him  in  business  affairs  as  the  years  advanced.  He  remained  upon  the 
home  farm  until  he  was  twenty-five  years  of  age,  and  then  feeling  that  larger 
opportunities  could  be  found  west  of  the  Mississippi  river,  he  came  to  Marion 
county,  Iowa,  settling  upon  a  farm  on  which  he  was  living  at  the  time  of  his 
death.  He  was  unusually  successful,  both  as  an  agriculturist  and  stock-raiser, 
and  acquired  a  farm  of  three  hundred  acres  which  he  brought  to  a  high  state 
of  improvement,  making  it  one  of  the  most  valuable  properties  in  the  town¬ 
ship.  He  also  owned  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  in  Mahaska  county,  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  in  Adair  county,  and  forty  acres  in  Indiana.  He  be¬ 
came  well  known  in  financial  circles  and  was  a  member  of  the  board  of  directors 
of  the  First  National  Bank  of  Pella. 

On  the  13th  day  of  January,  1850,  Mr.  Markel  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Miss  Selina  Earl,  who  was  born  in  Ohio,  September  17,  1830.  Eight  children 
were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Markel,  namely:  Asa  E.,  now  of  Knoxville,  Ten¬ 
nessee;  Florence  V.,  deceased;  Ida,  now  Mrs.  N.  C.  Towne ;  and  Lizzie,  Eddie, 
Dora,  Clarence  and  Joseph,  all  of  whom  are  deceased. 
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Mr.  Markel  was  a  man  of  very  active  temperament,  and  his  great  energy 
carried  him  through  many  difficulties  that  would  have  baffled  a  weaker  person. 
He  led  a  busy  and  useful  life,  which  was  well  filled  with  hard  work.  However, 
his  thoughts  were  not  all  concentrated  upon  himself,  for  he  was  a  kind  husband 
and  parent,  and  was  always  generous  to  those  whose  necessities  appealed  to  his 
spirit  of  helpfulness.  He  was  a  good  citizen,  and  politically  gave  his  support 
to  the  republican  party,  believing  that  by  so  doing  he  was  best  serving  the 
permanent  interests  of  the  country.  Socially,  he  was  well  known,  being  a  valued 
member  of  Pella  Lodge  No.  55,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  Of  him 
it  may  be  said,  he  was  truly  a  self-made  man,  who  gained  the  respect  of  those 
with  whom  he  associated  by  his  sterling  personal  character,  his  ability  in  busi¬ 
ness  affairs,  and  his  willingness  to  give  advice  or  financial  assistance'  to  those 
of  his  fellowmen  who  needed  the  uplifting  influence  of  a  strong  hand. 


CHARLES  S.  COOTER. 

Charles  S.  Cooter,  attorney  at  law,  who  is  giving  to  a  large  clientele  the  benefit 
of  wide  experience  and  ripe  ability,  was  born  in  Toledo,  Illinois,  on  the  14th  of 
July,  1869,  and  is  the  eldest  in  a  family  of  nine  children  whose  parents  were 
Benjamin  F.  and  Martha  (Myers)  Cooter.  The  father  devoted  many  years  to 
agricultural  pursuits,  but  is  now  living  retired  in  Bloomington,  Indiana.  He  is 
of  German  descent,  his  grandfather  and  the  latter’s  brothers  having  come  from 
Germany  and  settled  in  New  York  and  afterward  removing  to  Pennsylvania. 

At  a  later  day  the  great-grandfather  of  our  subject  became  a  resident  of 
Indiana  and  it  was  in  that  state  that  the  grandfather  and  the  father  of  Charles 
S.  Cooter  were  both  born.  The  latter  removed  to  Illinois  following  the  Civil 
war,  in  which  he  had  rendered  valiant  service  to  his  country.  He  was  at  the 
front  for  a  year,  during  which  time  he  participated  in  the  battle  of  Nashville  and 
in  other  engagements  of  minor  importance.  His  wife  was  of  German  extraction 
and  her  people,  who  lived  for  a  time  in  Indiana,  removed  thence  to  Illinois  where 
Mrs.  Cooter  was  born.  Benjamin  F.  Cooter  was  at  various  times  prominent  in 
politics  in  Illinois  and  for  four  years  served  as  county  treasurer  of  Cumberland 
county  and  for  another  period  of  four  years  as  county  commissioner  of  Monroe 
county.  He  was  elected  in  the  face  of  a  heavy  republican  majority,  a  fact  indica¬ 
tive  of  his  personal  popularity  and  the  confidence  reposed  in  him. 

When  a  little  lad  of  six  years  Charles  S.  Cooter  became  a  pupil  in  the  public 
schools  of  Toledo  and  mastered  the  work  of  each  successive  grade  until  he  was 
graduated  from  the  high  school  with  the  class  of  1886.  He  afterward  attended 
Wesleyan  University  and  completed  the  law  course  with  the  class  of  1805,  win¬ 
ning  at  that  time  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts  and  Bachelor  of  Law.  'Follow¬ 
ing  his  graduation  he  returned  to  his  native  city  for  practice  and  there  remained 
for  about  a  year,  after  which  he  removed  to1  Chicago  and  formed  a  partnership 
with  James  M.  Miller  under  the  firm  style  of  Miller  &  Cooter.  He  was  for  five 
years  engaged  in  general  practice  in  that  city,  but  withdrew  from  the  partner¬ 
ship  in  1901  and  removed  to  Des  Moines.  Here  he  has  formed  no  business 
alliances,  but  has  continued  in  the  general  practice  of  law  and  has  won  a  large 
percentage  of  the  cases  which  have  been  intrusted  to  him.  He  has  conducted 
important  litigation  in  the  federal  and  state  courts  and  not  only  possesses  much 
natuial  ability,  but  is  withal  a  hard  student.  He  believes  in  the  maxim  “There 
is  no  excellence  without  labor,”  and  follows  it  closely  and  in  all  of  his  practice  is 
absolutely  fair. 

In  1910  he  was  made  the  candidate  of  the  democratic  party  for  the  office  of 
county  attorney.  This  is  the  first  political  position  he  has  ever  sought.  Since 
attaining  his  majority,  however,  he  has  been  a  stalwart  advocate  of  the  democ- 


352 


CITY  OF  DES  MOINES  AND  POLK  COUNTY 


racy  and  has  been  an  active  worker  for  the  interests  and  success  of  the  party, 
especially  in  campaigns.  He  also  cooperates  in  movements  of  the  Polk  County 
Jefferson  Club  and  is  likewise  a  member  of  the  Iowa  Jefferson  Club.  His  name 
appears  on  the  membership  rolls  of  the  American  Patriots  and  the  American 
Yeomen  and  in  the  varied  relations  of  life  he  manifests  those  sterling  qualities 
which  in  every  land  and  clime  awaken  confidence  and  esteem. 

On  the  4th  of  June,  1903,  Mr.  Cooter  was  united  in  marriage  in  Des  Moines 
to  Miss  Ella  Teahan,  a  daughter  of  John  Teahan,  a  native  of  Ireland.  Two  chil¬ 
dren  were  born  unto  them,  but  both  died  in  infancy.  Mr.  Cooter  is  a  man  of  fine 
personal  appearance,  of  marked  individuality  and  strength  of  character,  and  his 
comprehensive  knowledge  of  the  law  and  appreciation  for  the  dignity  of  his 
profession  would  make  him  a  capable  officer  in  any  position  to  which  he  might 
be  called  requiring  broad  professional  knowledge  and  skill. 


JOHNSON  BRIGHAM. 

Johnson  Brigham,  state  librarian  of  Iowa,  author  and  magazine  writer  of 
Des  Moines,  was  born  in  Cherry  Valley,  New  York,  March  11,  1846.  His  father, 
Phineas  Brigham,  was  a  descendant  of  Thomas  and  Mercy  (Hurd)  Brigham,  who 
emigrated  from  England  in  1635  and  founded  the  prolific  family  of  Brighams  in 
this  country.  The  mother,  Mrs.  Eliza  (Johnson)  Brigham-Stone,  a  native  of 
Cherry  Valley,  New  York,  was  a  descendant  of  the  Johnson  and  Sloan  families 
of  eastern  and  central  New  York.  Johnson  Brigham  has  for  several  years  been 
president  of  the  Brigham  Family  Association,  with  headquarters  in  Boston. 

Johnson  Brigham  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  Watkins  and  Elmira, 
New  York,  and  spent  freshman  year  in  Hamilton  College,  Clinton,  New  York. 
He  next  entered  the  class  of  1870  in  Cornell  University.  Long  prior  thereto  in 
1862,  when  a  mere  youth,  he  enlisted,  with  his  father,  in  the  One  Hundred  and 
Fifty-third  New  York  Infantry,  but  was  not  accepted  because  of  his  youth.  He 
spent  the  last  year  of  the  Civil  war  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  sanitary 
commission  at  Washington  and  was  present  at  the  exchange  of  prisoners  near 
Savannah  in  November,  1864. 

While  at  Cornell  he  was  elected  a  member  of  the  editorial  staff  of  the  Cornell 
Era  and  was  its  first  managing  editor  and  business  manager.  He  was  also  the 
first  to  win  the  Goldwin  Smith  prize  in  English  history  at  Cornell.  His  success¬ 
ful  management  of  the  Era  suggested  journalism  as  a  vocation.  Beginning  as 
local  editor  of  a  country  weekly  in  Watkins,  New  York,  he  later  bought  a  small 
democratic  weekly  in  Brockport,  New  York,  and  turned  it  over  to  the  support 
of  General  Grant  in  1872.  He  was  for  several  years  a  half  owner  of  a  larger 
weekly  in  Watkins,  New  York.  In  1881  he  came  to  Iowa  and  the  following  year 
became  editor  and  half  owner  of  the  Cedar  Rapids  Daily  Republican.  In  1892 
he  was  president  of  the  Iowa  State  Republican  League.  Earlv  in  1893,  he  was 
appointed  by  President  Harrison  to  the  consulship  at  Aix-la-Chapelle,  Germany, 
but  resigned  the  position  late  in  the  year;  and  in  January,  1894,  founded  the 
Midland  Monthly  of  Des  Moines.  After  five  years  he  sold  the  magazine  to  a  St. 
Louis  syndicate.  In  1898  he  was  appointed,  by  Governor  Shaw,  state  librarian 
of  Iowa  and  has  held  the  position  through  several  administrations  since  that 
time.  He  has  been  a  contributor  to  the  Review  of  Reviews,  the  Century,  the 
Forum,  the  Chautauquan,  the  Iowa  Journal  of  Historv  and  Politics,  the  Annals 
of  Iowa  and  various  other  periodicals  and  is  the  author  of  several  works,  in¬ 
cluding:  An  Old  Man's  Idyl  (A.  C.  McClurg  &  Companv.  Chicago,  1905)  ;  The 
Banker  in  Literature  (Bankers’  Publishing  Company,  Chicago,  1911);  Life  of 
Tames  Harlan  (State  Historical  Society.  Iowa  City. — in  press,  1911)  :  History  of 
Des  Moines  and  Polk  County  (S.  J.  Clarke  Publishing  Company,  Chicago, — in 
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press,  ign).  Aside  from  his  literary  work  Mr.  Brigham  is  known  in  business 
connections,  being  now  a  director  of  the  Commercial  Savings  Bank  of  Des  Moines 
and  vice  president  of  the  Farm  Property  Insurance  Company  and  the  Mutual 
Hailstorm  Insurance  Company  of  Des  Moines. 

Mr.  Brigham  was  married  in  Watkins,  New  York,  in  1875,  to  Miss  Antoinette 
Gano,  by  whom  he  has  one  daughter,  Mrs.  Charles  P.  Hartley,  of  Washington, 
D.  C.  In  1892  Mr.  Brigham  married  Lucy  H.  Walker,  of  Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa, 
and  they  have  two  daughters,  Ida  W.  and  Mary  W.  Mr.  Brigham  is  a  republican 
in  politics  and  a  Unitarian  in  religious  belief.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Grant  Club, 
the  Prairie  Club  and  the  Bankers  Club  of  Des  Moines.  His  writings  have  made 
him  widely  known  in  literary  circles.  His  services  as  state  librarian  have  brought 
him  into  prominence  among  the  leading  men  of  the  state  and  the  prominent  li¬ 
brarians  of  the  county.  He  has  been  president  of  the  Iowa  Library  Commission 
since  its  organization  in  1900.  He  was  president  of  the  Iowa  Library  Association 
in  1903 ;  of  the  National  Association  of  State  Libraries  in  1904;  and  since  1902 
has  twice  been  elected  a  member  of  the  council  of  the  American  Library  Associa¬ 
tion,  serving  five  years. 


GUY  R.  CARSON. 

( iuy  R.  Carson,  who  since  1897  has  practiced  law  independently  in  Des  Moines, 
is  numbered  among  the  young  attorneys  of  worth  who  have  had  at  least  part  of 
their  professional  training  in  the  office  and  under  the  direction  of  United  States 
Senator  Cummins.  Mr.  Carson  was  born  in  Moulton,  Iowa,  September  13,  1874. 
His  father,  Robert  Beecher  Carson,  a  resident  of  that  place,  was  of  Scotch 
descent,  the  family  having  been  founded  in  America  by  the  great-grandfather 
of  our  subject,  who  left  the  land  of  hills  and  heather  to  establish  his  home  in 
the  new  world.  He  first  settled  in  Ohio  and  afterward  removed  to  Indiana.  In 
the  latter  state  Robert  B.  Carson  was  born  and  reared.  He  came  to  Iowa,  how¬ 
ever,  in  the  early  50s  and  after  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  war  espoused  the 
Lnion  cause,  joining  Company  G,  of  the  Second  Iowa  Infantry.  With  that 
command  he  participated  in  the  battles  of  Shiloh,  Donelson,  the  Atlanta  cam¬ 
paign  and  was  with  Sherman  on  the  march  to  the  sea.  At  Corinth  he  was 
wounded,  but  with  brave  and  resolute  spirit  remained  at  the  front  and  served 
throughout  the  entire  period  of  the  war. 

During  the  latter  part  of  his  military  experience  he  was  regimental  color  ser¬ 
geant  and  with  that  rank  was  mustered  out  in  April,  1865.  He  is  now  a  member 
of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic.  He  still  resides  in  Moulton,  Iowa,  where 
he  is  widely  known  as  a  prominent  and  influential  business  man,  being  now  en¬ 
gaged  in  the  lumber  and  grain  business,  while  also  serving  as  vice-president  of 
the  Moulton  State  Savings  Bank.  He  married  Elizabeth  May  Deeds,  who  was 
born  in  Greene  county,  Pennsylvania,  and  was  of  German  lineage,  the  family 
having  lived,  however,  for  many  years  in  Pennsylvania.  Five  children  were 
born  unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robert  B.  Carson,  but  a  son  died  in  infancy.  The 
other  four  are  still  living. 

Guy  R.  Carson,  the  eldest  of  this  family,  was  reared  in  the  place  of  his  nativ¬ 
ity  and  attended  the  public  schools  of  Moulton  until  graduated  from  the  high 
school  with  the  class  of  1894.  In  the  fall  oi  1895  he  entered  Drake  University  as 
a  law  student  and  was  graduated  LL.  B.  with  the  class  of  1897.  the  meantime 
he  spent  three  years  in  the  office  of  United  States  Senator  Cummins.  He  was  a 
student  under  Mr.  Cummins  direction  and  following  his  graduation  became  an 
assistant  in  the  office,  being  employed  there  a  year  and  a  half  before  Mr.  Cum¬ 
mins  was  elected  governor  of  the  state.  In  1897  Mr.  Carson  began  practicing 
independently  and  has  since  followed  his  profession  with  good  success.  While 
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he  is  engaged  in  general  law  practice  he  largely  does  commercial,  corporation, 
insurance  and  supreme  court  work,  and  his  clientage  is  of  a  distinctively  repre¬ 
sentative  character.  He  has  no  desire  to  be  active  or  prominent  in  politics  except 
in  the  interest  of  his  party  and  friends,  and  has  never  sought  public  office, 
although  he  gives  his  support  to  the  progressive  wing  of  the  republican  party. 

The  salient  principles  in  the  life  of  Guy  R.  Carson  are  such  as  command  for 
him  the  high  regard  and  confidence  of  all  with  whom  he  has  come  in  contact. 
He  is  an  exemplary  representative  of  the  blue  lodge  of  Masons  and  belongs  also 
to  the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks  and  the  Knights  of  Pythias  fra¬ 
ternities.  For  the  year  1900  he  was  colonel  of  the  Iowa  Division  of  the  Sons  of 
Veterans  and  later  served  on  the  staff  of  the  commander-in-chief.  He  is  also 
a  member  of  the  Grant  Club,  the  Drake  Law  Club,  the  Des  Moines  Association, 
the  Iowa  State  Bar  Association  and  the  Commercial  Law  League,  and  his  relig¬ 
ious  faith  is  best  indicated  by  his  membership  in  Central  Christian  church.  He 
stands  for  all  those  things  which  are  elements  of  substantial  progress  and  uplift 
in  the  lives  of  the  individual  as  well  as  in  community  interests  and  at  no  time  is 
neglectful  of  the  duties  which  devolve  upon  him  as  a  man  and  citizen.  His  inter¬ 
ests,  however,  chiefly  center  in  his  profession,  of  which  he  has  ever  been  an 
earnest  student,  spending  but  little  time  upon  outside  matters. 


GEORGE  H.  LEWIS. 

No  state  in  the  union  has  greater  reason  to  feel  proud  of  her  bar  than  the 
state  of  Iowa.  The  history  of  the  state  abounds  in  mention  of  the  works  of  her 
lawyers,  and  no  other  city  in  Iowa  can  present  a  list  of  men  of  acknowledged 
prominence  in  the  profession  to  compare  with  Des  Moines.  Among  the  lawyers 
who  have  earned  an  enviable  reputation  in  Polk  county  is  Hon.  George  H.  Lewis. 
He  was  born  in  New  Britain,  Connecticut,  September  6,  1842,  the  son  of  George 
and  Lucy  (Gager)  Lewis,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  old  Connecticut  fam¬ 
ilies.  The  Lewis  family  was  quite  prominent  in  the  state,  some  of  its  early  mem¬ 
bers  being  among  the  original  settlers  of  Farmington. 

George  H.  Lewis  received  his  preliminary  education  in  the  public  schools  of 
New  Britain  and  Rockville,  Connecticut.  While  at  Williston  Seminary,  East- 
hampton,  Massachusetts,  preparing  for  college,  President  Lincoln  issued  his  call 
for  three  hundred  thousand  men,  and  in  July,  1862,  Air.  Lewis  enlisted  as  a 
private  in  Company  F.  Fourteenth  Connecticut  Infantry.  The  regiment  was 
assigned  to  the  army  of  the  east  and  the  young  soldier  was  soon  in  the  thick  of 
the  fight,  receiving  a  wound  in  the  shoulder  at  the  battle  of  Antietam,  September 
17,  1862,  and  also  being  wounded  in  the  knee  at  the  battle  of  Fredericksburg, 
December  13,  1863.  Being  incapacitated  from  military  service  on  account  of 
his  injuries  he  returned  home  and,  after  about  nine  months  in  the  United  States 
hospital  at  New  Haven,  Connecticut,  and  a  private  hospital,  he  finished  his  prep¬ 
aration  for  college  at  Williston  Seminary. 

In  1864  he  matriculated  at  Yale  University,  graduating  in  1868  with  high 
honors  in  a  class  of  one  hundred  and  fourteen,  and  tied  for  first  place  in  oratory 
for  the  DeForest  medal  with  Professor  Beckwith.  The  two  leading  contestants 
drew  lots  for  the  medal  and  Professor  Beckwith  won.  After  leaving  the  uni¬ 
versity  he  taught  school  for  one  year  at  Branford.  Connecticut,  and  in  1869 
came  to  Grinnell  College,  where  he  continued  as  a  teacher  for  two  years.  In  the 
meantime,  however,  he  had  taken  up  the  study  of  law,  and  removing  to  Des 
Moines  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  October,  1872,  and  began  the  practice  of 
law  in  the  state  and  LTiited  States  courts,  continuing  in  the  active  duties  of  his 
profession  for  more  than  twenty-five  years.  On  account  of  physical  complica- 
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ions,  arising  from  the  wounds  which  he  received  in  the  Civil  war,  he  recently 
retired  from  active  practice. 

In  1878  Mr.  Lewis  organized  the  Drake  Law  School,  and  for  two  years  was 
its  dean,  resigning  on  account  of  the  stress  of  professional  duties.  In  1885  he 
organized  the  Lewis  Investment  Company,  with  a  paid-up  capital  of  one  hundred 
and  fifty  thousand  dollars,  and  for  a  number  of  years  was  president  of  this  com¬ 
pany,  which  became  one  of  the  important  concerns  of  the  city.  He  has  taken  an 
active  part  in  politics,  and  in  1884  and  1885  served  as  alderman-at-large,  having 
been  elected  upon  the  independent  republican  ticket.  While  thus  serving  he 
prepared  the  bill  for  the  erection  of  the  Grand  avenue  and  Locust  street  bridges, 
and  ,for  opening  West  Grand  avenue  from  Fourth  to  Fifth  street,  and  he  also 
was  author  of  the  bill  which  gave  the  city  the  right  to  use  electric  lights,  although 
at  that  time  there  were  no  electric  lights  in  use  in  the  United  States.  He  was 
prominent  in  his  profession  and  has  been  identified  with  some  of  the  most  im¬ 
portant  causes  that  have  been  presented  in  the  courts  for  the  last  twenty-five  01- 
thirty  years. 

In  March,  1869,  ^r-  Lewis  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Elmina  Buell,  a 
native  of  Sherburne,  New  York,  and  to  this  union  three  children  were  born:  Anna 
Newton,  Henry  Buell  and  Lucy  Gager.  The  mother  of  these  children  was  called 
away  in  March,  1896,  and  in  December,  1898,  Mr.  Lewis  was  married  to  Miss 
Emma  Lorimer  of  Iowa.  By  his  second  marriage  twin  girls,  Martha  Estina  and 
Mary  Louise  were  born,  their  natal  day  being  October  7,  1908.  Mr.  Lewis  is  a 
valued  member  of  Crocker  Post,  No.  12,  G.  A.  R.,  and  also  of  the  Congregational 
church.  Lie  was  chairman  of  the  building  committee  at  the  time  of  the  erection 
of  the  new  Congregational  church  and  is  now  serving  as  deacon.  He  is  a  con¬ 
vincing  and  eloquent  speaker,  and  as  a  writer  has  shown  an  ability  that  has 
elicited  many  favorable  comments.  In  1893  he  issued  a  work  on  the  “National 
Consolidation  of  Railroads  in  the  United  States/’  in  which  he  predicted,  would 
arise  many  of  the  important  questions  which  have  since  been  under  consideration 
in  the  state  legislatures,  by  the  press,  and  also  in  congress  at  Washington.  A 
noted  English  authority  on  the  subject  of  railroads,  Mr.  Hoare,  stated  that  the 
book  written  by  Mr.  Lewis  was  the  best  work  that  up  to  that  time  had  ever  been 
published. 


JAMES  TAGGART  PRIESTLEY,  M.  D. 


Fortunate  is  the  man  who  has  back  of  him  an  ancestry  honorable  and  dis¬ 
tinguished,  and  happy  is  he  if  his  lines  of  life  are  cast  in  harmony  therewith. 
In  person,  in  talents  and  in  character  Dr.  James  T.  Priestley  is  a  worthy  scion 
of  a  noble  race.  He  has  won  distinction  in  the  field  which  he  has  chosen  as  his 
life  work  and  in  which  advancement  depends  entirely  upon  individual  merit  and 
ability.  Through  close  application,  wide  research  and  discriminating  study  he 

has  advanced  to  a  position  in  the  foremost  ranks  of  the  medical  profession  in 
fovva. 

His  birth  occurred  in  Northumberland,  Pennsylvania,  on  the  19th  of  luly, 
1852,  his  parents  being  Marks  B.  and  Mary  (Taggart)  Priestley.  He  is  de¬ 
scended  from  Scotch  and  English  ancestry  and  his  ancestral  history  is  one  of 
which  he  has  every  reason  to  be  proud.  He  is  of  the  fourth  generation  of 
direct  descendants  of  Joseph  Priestley,  D.  D.,  an  eminent  divine,  philosopher 
and  scientist,  who  was  born  March  13,  1 733,  and  was  a  son  of  James  Priestley, 
a  cloth  manufacturer  of  Leeds,  England,  who  early  gave  evidence  of  remark¬ 
able  mental  power  and  capacity.  He  was  a  man  of  broad  and  liberal  thought, 
became  a  Unitarian  clergyman  and  gained  renown  in  religious  debates.  He  was  a 
materialist  in  philosophy  and  a  strong  opponent  of  the  association  of  church 
and  state.  He  was  also  an  open  sympathizer  with  the  revolution  of  France 
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and  stood  at  all  times  for  liberty,  enlightenment  and  advancement.  His  en¬ 
dorsement  of  the  movement  of  the  Revolutionists  of  France  provoked  a  mob 
to  destroy  his  house  and  effects,  among  which  were  valuable  manuscripts,  which 
had  cost  him  many  years  of  labor.  He  and  his  family  barely  escaped  with  their 
lives.  This  was  at  Birmingham,  England,  subsequent  to  which  time  Dr.  Priest¬ 
ley  went  to  London.  After  several  years  in  active  work  in  church,  literature 
and  science,  he  emigrated  to  America  in  1794.  His  name  is  deeply  engraven 
on  the  pages  of  history  as  the  discoverer  of  oxygen  gas,  which  gained  him 
fame  throughout  the  scientific  world.  He  was  awarded  a  gold  medal  by  the 
Royal  Society  of  England  and  also  by  Catherine,  empress  of  Russia.  His  son, 
the  great-grandfather  of  Dr.  Priestley  of  this  review,  had  preceded  him  to 
America  and  was  living  at  Northumberland  county,  Pennsylvania,  where  Dr. 
Joseph  Priestley  took  up  his  abode  upon  his  arrival  in  the  new  world,  there 
continuing  his  studies.  In  1796  he  visited  Philadelphia  and  founded  the  first 
Unitarian  church  of  that  city,  and  in  fact  the  first  church  of  that  belief  in 
America.  He  died  February  6,  1804. 

Marks  B.  Priestley,  father  of  Dr.  Priestley,  was  born  in  Northumberland, 
Pennsylvania,  November  7,  1823,  and  was  reared  to  mercantile  pursuits,  his 
initial  business  experience  being  received  in  that  line.  He  served  in  the  Mexican 
was  as  a  member  of  the  Third  Regiment  of  Tennessee  Infantry,  enlisting  at 
Murfreesboro,  Tennessee,  where  he  was  clerking  at  the  time.  After  joining 
the  army  he  was  made  clerk  of  the  commissary  department  and  during  the 
absence  of  his  superior  served  as  commissary  until  the  close  of  the  war.  Through 
the  succeeding  twenty  years  he  engaged  in  merchandising  in  Northumberland 
county,  Pennsylvania,  after  which  he  took  up  the  study  of  law  and  was  ad¬ 
mitted  to  the  bar  at  Sunbury,  Pennsylvania,  in  1875.  He  there  practiced  for 
seven  years,  after  which  he  came  to  Des  Moines  in  November,  1882.  He  was 
married  December  20,  1849,  to  Mary  Taggart.  His  fraternal  relations  were 
with  the  Masons  and  his  political  support  was  given  to  the  republican  party. 
The  Scotch  strain  in  the  veins  of  Dr.  Priestley  comes  through  his  grandmother, 
who  was  a  daughter  of  the  Earl  of  Dundas,  and  a  first  cousin  to  Sir  Ralph 
Abercrombie,  both  major  generals  in  the  British  army.  Her  paternal  grand¬ 
father,  James  Biddle,  was  judge  of  the  admiralty  court  and  upon  the  organi¬ 
zation  of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  following  the  Revolutionary  war,  was  ap¬ 
pointed  presiding  judge  of  the  first  judicial  district  of  Pennsylvania,  which 
included  Philadelphia.  He  continued  in  office  until  his  death  in  1797.  Her 
father,  Marks  John  Biddle,  was  a  prominent  lawyer  of  Reading,  Pennsylvania, 
and  was  a  member  of  the  state  senate. 

Dr.  Priestley  acquired  his  medical  education  at  the  University  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  the  class  of  1874.  He  then  practiced 
in  his  native  town  until  1876,  when  he  came  to  Des  Moines,  and  no  man  in 
the  city  or  state  stands  higher  in  the  profession.  His  position  is  the  logical 
sequence  of  ability  that  has  been  constantly  augmented  by  thorough  study,  broad 
research  and  wide  investigation.  The  consensus  of  public  opinion  regarding 
him  is  manifest  in  the  fact  that  his  is  the  largest  practice  in  the  city.  He  is 
a  distinguished  and  valued  member  of  all  the  different  medical  societies  and  any 
word  that  he  speaks  is  listened  to  attentively,  for  his  opinions  are  largely  ac¬ 
cepted  as  authority. 

On  the  30th  of  April,  1874,  Dr.  Priestley  was  married  in  Northumberland 
county,  Pennsylvania,  to  Miss  Clara  Simpson,  a  daughter'  of  Asa  Simpson,  a 
leading  attorney  there.  Mrs.  Priestly  was  born  at  Selinsgrove,  Snyder  county, 
Pennsylvania.  Two  children  were  the  result  of  this  union :  Crayke  S.,  who 
was  born  January  21,  1875,  and  died  May  12,  1904;  and  Marks  B.,  born  January 
22,  1879. 

In  his  political  views  Dr.  Priestley  is  a  republican  and  fraternally  is  a  thirty- 
second  degree  Mason  and  a  member  of  the  Elks  and  the  Knights  of  Pythias 
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lodges.  One  has  but  to  see  him  to  recognize  the  fact  that  he  is  a  man  in  whom 
one  can  have  confidence — a  dependable  man  in  any  relation  and  any  emergency. 
His  quietude  of  deportment,  his  easy  dignity,  his  frankness  and  cordiality  of 
address,  with  a  total  absence  of  anything  sinister  or  anything  to  conceal,  fore¬ 
token  a  man  who  is  ready  to  meet  any  obligation  of  life  with  the  confidence 
and  courage  that  come  of  conscious  personal  ability,  right  conception  of  things 
and  an  habitual  regard  for  what  is  best  in  the  exercise  of  human  activities. 


MRS.  ROSA  BENDER. 

Mrs.  Rosa  Bender,  residing  on  a  fine  farm  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres 
on  section  3L  ."Allen  township,  is  one  of  the  well  known  and  highly  esteemed 
ladies  of  the  community.  Her  birth  occurred  in  Germany  on  the  23d  of  July, 
1 834,  her  parents  being  George  and  Lizzie  Hoffman,  both  of  whom  passed 
away  in  the  fatherland.  Rosa  Hoffman  was  educated  in  the  schools  of  her 
native  land  and  there  spent  the  first  twenty  years  of  her  life.  In  1854  she 
crossed  the  Atlantic  to  the  United  States,  locating  in  Pennsylvania,  where  she 
resided  until  her  removal  to  Iowa  in  1859.  Coming  direct  to  Polk  county,  she 
took  up  her  abode  m  Allen  township  and  has  here  made  her  home  continuously 
since. 

On  the  7th  of  March,  1859,  she  gave  her  hand  in  marriage  to  facob  Bender, 
a  native  of^  Pennsylvania,  who  served  as  corporal  in  Company  G.  Eleventh 
Regiment  of  Lnited  States  Infantry,  during  the  Mexican  Avar  and  remained  in 
the  service  until  hostilities  ceased.  After  receiving  his  discharge  he  w^ent  to 
California,  wheie  he  \\ras  identified  with  gold  mining  for  six  years,  and  on  his 
return  east  settled  in  Folk  county,  Iowa,  in  the  fall  of  1838.  He  located  upon 

the  present  farm  of  his  widow,  which  was  a  gOA^ernment  grant  to  the  Mexican 
Avar  veterans. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bender  Avere  born  nine  children,  as  follows:  Harry  J., 
Avho  Avedded  Miss  Dora  Deaton;  Mary,  the  deceased  Avife  of  N.  L.  Groch  ; 
George ;  Anna,  the  Avife  of  W.  J.  Lindley ;  William,  who  married  Miss  Ida 
Baber ;  Charles,  deceased',  Avho  married  Grace  Clement;  Frank;  Clara,  avIio  is 
the  AAife  of  Eugene  Giovei  ;  and  Loma,  the  deceased  AAufe  of  [asper  Honrey. 
The  father  of  these  children  passed  aAvay  on  the  2d  of  January,  1894,  his  demise 
being  the  occasion  of  deep  and  widespread  regret. 

Mrs.  Bender  still  resides  on  the  farm  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  on 
section  31  Avhicli  her  husband  owned  and  operated  during  his  lifetime.  The 
property  is  aa  ell  impr  oAred  in  eArery  particular  and  annually  yields  bounteous 
crops  Avhich  find  a  ready  sale  on  the  market.  Mrs.  Bender  is  a  devoted  and 
consistent  membei  of  the  Lutheran  church,  exemplifying  its  teachings  in  her 
daily  life.  She  is  widely  known  in  the  community  Avhere  she  has  noAV  lived  for 
more  than  a  half  century  and  throughout  this  entire  period  she  has  enjoyed  the 
1  espect  and  esteem  of  those  av i th  AA’hom  she  has  come  in  contact,  aat h i  1  e  her  good 
deeds  have  closely  endeared  her  to  many. 


JOHN  G.  MARTIN. 

Another  of  the  energetic  business  men  of  Des  Moines  Avhose  ambition  has 
ever  kept  hi™  forging  ahead  is  John  G.  Martin,  who  is  engaged  with  his  brother- 
in-law,  bred  McKoAven,  in  the  conduct  of  a  general  store  at  the  corner  of  Park 
avenue  and  Ninth  street.  He  Avas  born  in  England  on  the  3d  of  October,  1872, 
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and  is  a  son  of  John  and  Elizabeth  (Parks)  Martin,  who  emigrated  to  the  United 
States  from  their  native  land  in  1878.  When  they  first  arrived  in  this  country 
the  family  located  in  Missouri  where  the  father  was  employed  as  a  laborer  for 
two  years,  at  the  end  of  which  period  they  came  to  Des  Moines.  After  settling 
here  Mr.  Martin  engaged  in  the  dairy  business,  with  which  he  was  identified 
until  1902,  when  he  retired  to  a  five  acre  truck  farm  at  the  corner  of  Sixth  street 
and  Park  avenue,  where  he  continues  to  reside. 

Being  but  six  years  of  age  when  he  arrived  in  America  with  his  parents  John 
G.  Martin  acquired  his  education  in  the  public  schools  of  Missouri  and  Iowa. 
When  old  enough  to  lay  aside  his  text-books  he  obtained  employment  in  the 
Polk  county  coal  mines,  continuing  in  this  occupation  for  twelve  years.  He 
engaged  in  various  other  forms  of  labor  at  different  times,  and  being  of  a  thrifty 
nature  always  practiced  the  most  rigid  economy,  by  which  means  he  accumulated 
the  capital  which  enabled  him  in  February,  1902,  to  go  into  business  with  Mr. 
McKowen.  They  handle  a  choice  and  well  selected  line  of  groceries  and  meats, 
in  addition  to  which  they  also  deal  in  feed  and  coal.  Their  courteous  attention 
to  customers,  as  well  as  their  accommodating  manner  and  prompt  delivery  of 
goods,  has  been  the  means  of  their  building  up  a  large  patronage.  They  are 
always  found  to  be  trustworthy  and  reliable  in  all  business  transactions,  and  as 
a  result  are  highly  esteemed  by  the  firms  with  whom  they  deal,  and  who  accord 
them  a  generous  credit.  In  addition  to  their  stock  they  also  own  the  building 
and  land  upon  which  their  store  is  located. 

Never  having  married  Mr.  Martin  continues  to  make  his  home  with  his 
parents.  Fraternally  he  is  identified  with  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America  and 
the  Red  Men,  while  his  religious  affiliation  is  with  the  Episcopal  church.  Al¬ 
though  he  has  never  aspired  to  public  office  Mr.  Martin  is  interested  in  all  polit¬ 
ical  activities  particularly  those  of  a  local  nature,  and  gives  his  support  to  the 
men  and  measures  of  the  republican  party,  considering  that  its  policy  of  protec¬ 
tion  and  the  centralization  of  power  is  best  adapted  to  subserve  the  interests  of 
the  majority.  He  is  the  type  of  man  who  will  win  in  almost  any  venture  owing 
to  his  determination  and  faith  in  his  own  powers  to  attain  the  goal. 


FRED  FRENCH  KEITHLEY. 

Among  the  younger  representatives  of  the  Des  Moines  bar  Fred  French 
Keithley  is  accorded  prominence  although  he  has  not  passed  the  thirty-third 
milestone  on  life’s  journey.  He  was  born  in  Adair  county,  Iowa,  August  1. 
1878,  a  son  of  James  Montgomery  and  Florence  (French)  Keithley,  the  former 
of  German  and  the  latter  of  English  descent.  On  the  mother’s  side,  the  ancestry 
of  the  French  family  is  traced  back  to  the  Duke  of  Normandy.  The  first  Amer¬ 
ican  representative  of  the  name,  Nathaniel  French,  settled  in  Massachusetts  in 
1721  and  later  removed  to  Vermont.  One  of  his  sons,  Fred  French  Keithley’s 
great-granduncle,  was  William  French,  shot  by  tory  representatives  of  King 
George  III  at  the  courthouse  in  Westminster,  Vermont,  on  the  night  of  March 
13,  1770,  and  called  by  some  historians  “The  first  martyr  of  the  American  Revo¬ 
lution.”  The  first  representatives  of  the  Keithley  family  came  to  America  from 
the  border  of  Northern  Germany  in  1772.  They  were  three  brothers,  James, 
Joseph  and  John.  John  Keithley,  the  great-great-grandfather  of  Fred  French 
Keithley,  was  a  commissary  officer  in  General  Washington’s  army  and  assisted 
the  army  at  Valley  Forge.  James  M.  Keithley,  born  in  Indiana,  December  22. 
1850,  was  a  youth  of  fifteen  years  when,  in  1865,  he  came  to  Iowa,  within  the 
borders  of  which  state  he  has  since  made  his  home.  For  thirteen  years  he  was 
traveling  salesman  for  the  D.  H.  Baldwin  Piano  Company  with  headquarters  at 
Chicago,  but  for  the  past  five  years  has  engaged  in  the  real-estate  business,  his 
home  being  now  in  Des  Moines.  In  1873,  in  Winterset,  Madison  county,  Iowa, 
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he  married  Miss  Florence  A.  French,  a  native  of  New  York,  and  unto  them 
were  born  four  children,  of  whom  two  are  living,  the  brother  of  our  subject 
being  Frank  C.  Keithley,  who  was  born  December  23,  1875,  and  is  engaged  in 
the  publishing  business  in  Des  Moines  as  a  member  of  the  Keithley-Joy  Music 
Company. 

When  age  qualified  Fred  F.  Keithley  to  begin  his  education  he  entered  the 
district  schools  of  Adair  county,  which  he  attended  for  two  years,  and  later  con¬ 
tinued  his  studies  in  Winterset,  Iowa.  He  removed  to  Des  Moines  in  1893  and 
subsequently  became  a  student  of  the  North  Des  Moines  high  school,  from  which 
he  was  graduated  with  the  class  of  1899.  Drake  numbers  him  among  its  alumni 
for  in  the  fall  of  1899  he  entered  the  university  as  a  student  of  the 'college  of 
liberal  arts.  He  won  the  Ph.  B.  degree  in  1903  and  afterward  pursued  the  law 
course,  being  graduated  with  the  class  of  1905.  In  June  of  the  same;  year  he 
was  admitted  to  the  bar  and  in  the  following  month  began  practice,  being  asso¬ 
ciated  with  Judge  Stephen  F.  Balliet  under  the  firm  name  of  Balliet  &  Keithley. 
This  relation  was  maintained  for  a  year,  after  which  Mr.  Keithley  began  an 
independent  practice  and  has  so  continued  ever  since.  In  the  intervening  period 
of  five  years  he  has  made  substantial  progress  and  is  recognized  as  one  of  the 
strong  and  able  young  lawyers  of  the  Des  Moines  bar,  his  native  talents  and 
intellectual  powers  constituting  an  excellent  foundation  upon  which  he  built 
his  success  and  fame  as  a  practitioner  of  law. 

Pleasantly  situated  in  his  home  life,  Mr.  Keithley  was  married  in  Des  Moines 
on  the  28th  of  July,  1904,  to  Miss  Imogene  Balliet,  a  daughter  of  Judge  S.  F. 
Balliet,  of  an  old  and  prominent  family  of  Iowa,  and  at  one  time  judge  of  the 
district  court  of  Polk  county,  Iowa.  Mrs.  Keithley  was  born  in  Nevada,  Story 
county,  Iowa,  June  18,  1882.  Three  children  have  blessed  this  union:  James 
Balliet,  born  May  16,  1906;  Helen  Letson,  September  7,  1908;  and  Florence 
French,  June  29,  1910. 

Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Keithley  are  well  known  in  the  capital  city  where  they 
have  a  circle  of  friends  almost  coextensive  with  the  circle  of  their  acquaintance. 
He  is  a  progressive  republican  in  politics  and  in  a  quiet  way  does  what  he  can 
to  promote  the  movement  which  is  strongly  felt  today  in  the  party  for  reform 
and  for  the  adoption  of  principles  that  shall  serve  the  interests  of  the  many  rather 
than  the  few.  He  is  popular  in  the  membership  of  the  Drake  Law  Club  and 
the  University  Club  and  he  belongs  to  the  University  Lodge,  K.  P.  He  is  also  a 
member  of  the  First  Methodist  Episcopal  church  and  in  that  connection  the 
principles  which  guide  his  life  and  shape  his  conduct  in  all  relations  find  their 
root  and  source. 


FRED  H.  BEANER. 

Organization  has  been  the  watchword  of  recent  years  in  the  business  world, 
the  extent  to  which  it  has  been  carried  being  understood  only  by  those  who  ha.ve 
given  it  close  attention.  All  retail  lines  of  business  are  now  maintaining  associa¬ 
tions  'for  the  promotion  of  mutual  interests  and  the  grocers  have  not  been  back¬ 
ward  in  taking  advantage  of  this  important  means  of  protection.  Fred  H. 
Beaner,  secretary  of  the  Des  Moines  Grocers  Association,  is  an  important  factor 
in  promoting  the  welfare  of  the  grocery  trade  of  the  city,  and  is  justly  held  in 
high  repute  on  account  of  the  tact  and  skill  he  has  evinced  in  the  discharge  of  his 
duties.  He  is  a  native  of  Des  Moines,  born  October  8,  1874?  son  Jacob  and 
Alary  N.  (LeFever)  Beaner.  The  parents  were  both  born  in  Lancaster,  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  the  father  in  1839,  and  the  mother  in  1847.  Air.  Beaner,  Sr.,  served 
in  Company  C,  One  Hundred  and  Forty-fourth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  under 
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Captain  Strain,  during  the  Civil  war.  Later  he  took  up  his  permanent  home  in 
Iowa. 

There  were  eight  children  in  the  family  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Beaner,  four  of 
whom  are  now  living,  namely:  Anna,  wife  di  IT.  M.  Ware  of  Des  Moines; 
Fred  H.,  the  subject  of  this  review';  Aurilla,  now  Mrs.  Dale  Shaw  of  Des 
Moines ;  and  Martha,  also  of  Des  Moines. 

Fred  H.  Beaner  received  his  preliminary  education  in  the  public  schools  and 
early  in  life  became  identified  with  the  grocery  busness,  beginning  under  Levi 
Bender,  with  whom  he  was  connected  for  nine  years.  He  was  next  connected 
with  J.  G.  Roland  &  Son,  general  merchants,  for  two  years,  and  then  accepted 
a  position  with  W.  Y.  McQuaid,  which  he  retained  for  eleven  months.  For  five 
years  he  was  with  the  firm  of  Charles  Bond,  and  then  in  1902  was  made  secre¬ 
tary  of  the  Des  Moines  Retail  Grocers’  Association,  and  has  ever  since  continued 
in  that  position.  This  organization  is  maintained  for  the  mutual  benefit  of  its 
•members,  and  has  a  credit  rating  system,  collection  and  legal  departments,  etc., 
handling  all  matters  that  affect  the  business. 

The  Des  Moines  association,  in  connection  with  others  in  the  state,  is  largely 
responsible  for  the  excellent  pure  food  laws  that  are  now  upon  the  statute  books 
of  Iowa.  The  association  each  year  holds  a  pure  food  show  as  an  educational 
and  advertising  feature,  the  show  at  Des  Moines  ranking  among  the  four  best 
that  are  held  in  the  United  States.  A  representative  of  the  United  States  de¬ 
partment  of  animal  industry  who  was  present  at  the  show  of  1910,  declared  it 
was  the  most  attractive  of  any  that  he  had  visited  that  year  in  the  entire  country. 
The  value  of  the  work  which  is  being  done  by  the  association  through  the  pure 
food  shows  and  by  other  means  can  scarcely  be  estimated,  and  makes  the  organi¬ 
zation  one  of  the  highly  useful  agencies  in  the  promotion  of  .  the  public  welfare. 

Mr.  Beaner  has  made  a  practical  demonstration  of  success,  showing  what 
may  be  accomplished  by  a  young  man  who  prepares  himself  for  responsibility 
and  discharges  his  duties  with  promptness  and  good  judgment.  It  is  men  like 
the  subject  of  this  review  who  attain  important  positions  and  give  strength  and 
permanency  to  any  enterprise  with  which  they  are  connected.  Politically,  Mr. 
Beaner  is  identified  with  the  republican  party,  and  fraternally  with  the  Odd 
Fellows  and  Elks,  being  a  member  of  all  branches  of  the  former  organization. 
He  is  also  a  stanch  member  of  the  Methodist  church. 


GERSHOM  HYDE  HILL,  A.  M.,  M.  D. 

Gershom  Hyde  Hill  needs  little  introduction  to  the  readers  of  this  volume,  for 
he  became  widely  known  in  the  state  as  assistant  superintendent  and  superin¬ 
tendent  of  the  State  Hospital  for  the  Insane  at  Independence  and  is  prominent 
now  as  a  private  practitioner,  also  as  one  of  the  proprietors  and  superintendent 
of  The  Retreat,  a  private  hospital  for  the  treatment  of  nervous  and  mild  mental 
disorders  in  Des  Moines.  His  accomplishments  in  the  practice  of  his  profes¬ 
sion  have  been  of  signal  service  to  humanity  and  his  investigations  and  re¬ 
searches  have  constituted  valuable  contributions  to  scientific  knowledge.  But 
while  he  regards  the  practice  of  his  profession  as  his  chief  life  work,  it  doe's 
not  exclude  his  active  assistance  along  lines  of  public  progress  for  municipal 
reform  or  in  support  of  temperance,  educational  and  church  movements. 

Iowa  numbers  Dr.  Hill  among  her  native  sons,  his  birth  having  occurred  at 
Garnavillo,  Clayton  county,  May  8.  1846.  His  parents  were  Rev.  James  Jere¬ 
miah  and  Sarah  Elizabeth  (Hyde)  Hill.  The  ancestral  history  of  the  family 
is  traced  back  to  the  year  in  which  America  was  discovered.  The  lord  mayor 
of  London  in  1492  was  Sir  Roland  Hill,  who  was  the  first  Protestant  to  attain 
that  position.  Three  hundred  vears  later  another  Sir  Roland  was  the  originator 
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of  the  penny  postal  system  in  England.  In  early  colonial  history  the  name  of 
Hill  is  often  found.  William,  called  one  of  the  founders  of  New  England, 
came  over  in  the  ship  William  &  Francis.  The  founder  of  the  Maine  branch  of 
the  Hill  family  was  Peter,  who  came  from  the  west  of  England  to  Biddeford  in 
1653.  Four  generations  later  Mark  Langdon  Hill  figured  in  the  activities  of 
Phippsburg.  “He  was  a  successful  shipbuilder,  owner  and  merchant,  at  one 
time  judge  of  the  court  of  sessions,  postmaster,  chairman  of  the  board  of  se¬ 
lectmen  for  many  years,  held  other  town  offices,  was  a  prominent  member  of  the 
Congregational  church.  He  was  always  a  conspicuous  man,  was  a  trustee  of 
Bowdoin  College,  served  in  the  general  court  of  Massachusetts  and  in  the  United 
States  house  of  representatives.  He  was  notably  condescending,  affable  and 
courteous,  which  were  natural  traits  in  his  character.” 

On  his  father  s  side  Dr.  Hill  descended  from  James  McCobb,  who  was  cap¬ 
tain  of  a  company  of  the  militia  of  Massachusetts  during  the  Revolutionary  war 
and  also  a  chairman  of  the  committee  of  safety,  inspection  and  correspondence 
for  the  town  of  Georgetown,  Massachusetts  (now  Maine),  and  a  recognized 
patriot,  taking  an  active  part  in  providing  means  of  defense  and  forwarding 
details  of  soldiers  to  the  armies  in  the  field. 

On  his  mother  s  side  he  is  descended  from  Elijah  Hyde,  who  was  in  Novem¬ 
ber,  1776,  appointed  major  of  the  Second  Regiment  of  Connecticut  Light  Horse. 
Major  Elijah  Hyde’s  regiment  of  light  horse  was  reported  at  Stillwater,  New 
Jersey,  October  2,  1777.  The  following  paper  is  recorded,  signed  by  him: 
“A  return  of  men  detached  from  the  Second  Regiment  Light  Horse,  in  the  state 
of  Connecticut,  to  serve  in  the  Continental  army  until  the  15th  of  January  next 
agreeable  to  order  from  Colonel  Seymour,  commandant.  Dated,  Lebanon,  Con¬ 
necticut,  October  5,  1779.  Elijah  Hyde,  major.” 

Our  subject’s  father,  James  Jeremiah  Hill,  the  youngest  son  of  Judge  Mark 
Langdon  Hill,  was  born  in  Phippsburg,  Maine,  in  1815,  and  after  mastering  the 
branches  of  learning  taught  in  the  village  schools  pursued  a  preparatory  course 
at  Bridgton  Academy  and  then  entered  Bowdoin  College,  from  which  he  was 
giaduated  with  honors  in  the  class  of  1838.  He  prepared  for  the  ministry  as 
a  student  in  the  Andover  Theological  Seminary  and  is  numbered  among  its 
alumni  of  1843.  In  the  following  spring  he  married  Miss  Sarah  Elizabeth  Hyde, 
who  was  a  daughter  of  one  of  the  deacons  of  the  Old  South  church,  a  merchant 
and  an  eminent  citizen.  The  wedding  journey  of  the  young  couple  was  the 
long  and  arduous  trip  to  the  far  west.  They  floated  down  the  Ohio  river  to  St. 
Louis,  then  proceeded  up  the  Mississippi1  river  to  Dubuque,  from  which  point 
they  rode  across  the  prairies  to  Garnavillo  in  Clayton  county,  a  village  which 
had  been  founded  by  pioneers  from  New  England.  Their  home  was  among 
the  Indians,  who  up  to  that  time  had  remained  in  exclusive  possession  of  this 
hunting  ground.  Wolves  frequently  made  the  night  hideous  with  their  howling 
and  other  wild  animals  were  seen.  Game  of  all  kinds,  including  venison,  bear 
meat  and  wild  turkeys,  was  to  be  had  in  abundance.  A  feature  of  interest  in 
the  new  home  was  the  advent  of  a  little  son,  Gershom  Hyde,  so  called  in  honor 
of  his  maternal  grandfather.  This  was  in  1846.  Two  years  later  a  second  son, 
named  James  Langdon  Hill  for  his  paternal  grandfather,  arrived.  In  1849 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Hill  left  Iowa  and  with  his  family  went  to  Albany,  Illinois.  There 
the  birth  of  a  third  son  occurred  May  29,  1852,  and  he  was  named  for  an  uncle, 
Edmund  K.  Alden.  The  mother  died  the  same  day.  In  September,  1853,  the 
Rev.  James  J.  Hill  was  married  to  Sarah  Wells  Harriman  at  Great  Falls,  New 
Hampshire.  She  was  a  graduate  of  Mount  Holyoke  Seminary  and  became  the 
mother  of  two  sons  and  four  daughters.  She  proved  an  acceptable  and  efficient 
pastor’s  wife,  was  a  kind  and  faithful  stepmother  and  following  her  husband’s 
death  most  carefully  cared  for  her  fatherless  children.  She  passed  away  in 
Des  Moines  in  1896. 
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Continuing  his  ministerial  labors,  the  Rev.  James  J.  Hill  was  pastor  of  the 
Congregational  church  in  Savanna,  Illinois,  in  Wapello,  Louisa  county,  Iowa,  at 
Glencoe,  Minnesota,  and  in  i860  removed  with  his  family  to  Grinnell,  Iowa, 
for  the  purpose  of  giving  his  children  a  college  education,  preaching  in  the  mean¬ 
time  in  the  near-by  churches  at  Montour,  Green  Mountain,  Marietta,  Albion  and 
Genoa  Bluffs.  In  1865  be  became  the  founder  of  the  Congregational  church  at 
Fayette,  Iowa,  to  which  place  the  family  removed  except  his  elder  sons,  Ger- 
shom  and  James,  who  remained  in  Grirmell  until  they  were  graduated  from 
Iowa  College  in  1871.  After  acting  as  pastor  of  the  Fayette  church  for  three 
years  Mr.  Hill  accepted  an  agency  for  the  American  Missionary  Association  in 
which  work  he  continued  to  the  time  of  his  death,  which  occurred  at  Fayette, 
October  29,  1870,  his  remains  being  interred  in  Hazelwood  cemetery  at  Grinned, 
where  are  made  the  graves  of  his  two  'wives  and  an  infant  son.  He  was  a 
zealous  and  thoroughly  consecrated  Christian  minister  and  an  evangelistic  dis¬ 
position  prompted  him  to  plant  churches  and  nurture  them  to  the  end  of  his 
days.  The  mother  of  Dr.  Hill  was  born  in  Bath,  Maine,  in  1823.  She  had  no 
brothers  but  two  sisters,  one  of  whom  became  the  wife  of  the  Rev.  Edmund  K. 
Alden,  D.  D.,  of  Boston,  and  the  other}  the  first  wife  of  Rev.  Dr.  George  F. 
Magoun,  the  first  president  of  Grinned  College.  In  disposition  Mrs.  Sarah  E. 
Hid  was  exceedingly  active,  enthusiastic,  philanthropic  and  self-sacrificing. 
She  was  devoted  to  her  husband,  her  children  and  the  work  of  the  church. 

Dr.  Gershom  H.  Hid,  educated  in  Iowa  College  (now  Grinned  College),  re¬ 
ceived  the  degree  of  A.  B.  in  1871  and  that  of  A.  M.  in  1881.  In  1910  he  was 
elected  a  member  of  Chapter  Beta  of  Iowa  of  the  Phi  Beta  Kappa  at  Grinned 
College.  He  completed  his  preparation  for  the  practice  of  medicine  in  Rush 
Medical  College  of  Chicago,  from  which  he  received  his  professional  degree 
on  graduation  in  the  class  of  1874.  In  1878  he  pursued  post-graduate  work  in 
Bellevue  Hospital  Medical  College  of  New  York  and  in  1890  at  the  Harvard 
Medical  School  in  Boston.  In  the  meantime  there  had  come  into  his  life  many 
interesting  experiences  which  left  their  impress  upon  his  character.  He  was 
but  fifteen  years  of  age  when,  in  1861,  he  one  night  drove  a  wagonload  of  slaves 
forty  miles  to  Marengo,  where  he  secretly  put  them  in  a  box  car  bided  to  Can¬ 
ada.  They  were  traveling  on  the  “underground  railroad,”  on  which  there  were 
no  stations  between  the  state  of  Missouri  and  the  home  of  J.  B.  Grinned.  In 
the  winter  of  1863,  Dr.  Hid  although  but  seventeen  years  of  age,  developing  an 
early  leadership,  became  teacher  of  a  school  and  before  his  own  graduation  from 
college  had  taught  for  a  half  dozen  winters,  winning  the  public  favor  to  such  a 
degree  that  his  services  were  always  sought  for  still  another  year. 

On  the  completion  of  his  literary  and  professional  education  he  took  up  the 
practice  of  medicine  in  Moline,  Illinois,  where  he  remained  until  he  was,  on  the 
1st  of  December,  1874,  elected  assistant  superintendent  of  the  State  Hospital  for 
the  Insane  at  Independence,  in  which  position  he  remained  until  the  1st  of  No¬ 
vember,  1881.  The  following  is  an  extract  from  a  Grinned  newspaper:  “Dr. 
Gershom  H.  Hid,  for  seven  years  assistant  superintendent,  has  been  promoted 
to  the  supenintendency  of  the  insane  asylum  at  Independence.  He  graduated 
from  Iowa  College  in  the  class  of  1871.  In  the  best  sense  he  is  a  self-made  man, 
having  secured  his  education  and  paid  for  it  by  his  industry,  “working  his  way 
through  college’  and  through  ad  obstacles  to  his  present  enviable  but  worthily 
earned  position.  He  was  ‘an  excellent  hand’  and  very  seldom  out  of  a  job 
when  employers  had  tested  his  quality.  A I  any  of  his  college  friends  and  the 
people  of  the  town  will  remember  him  in  those  days  and  have  a  thrill  of  gen¬ 
erous,  grateful  pride  as  they  learn  of  his  recent  promotion.  It  was  not  natural 
brilliancy  or  dash  but  a  good  sound  mind  and  trustworthy  judgment,  with  a 
determined  purpose  and  industry  equal  to  his  needs,  that  carried  him  steadily 
forward.  Few  men  can  give  a  better  account  of  their  talents,  time  and  oppor¬ 
tunities  or  furnish  an  example  more  worthy.  \Ve  congratulate  the  trustees, 
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and  ourselves  as  a  part  of  the  general  public,  that  so  excellent  a  Christian  gen¬ 
tleman  and  so  competent  a  physician  has  been  found  and  charged  with  the  care 
of  the  unfortunate  insane  at  Independence.”  The  Doctor  was  repeatedly  and 
unanimously  elected  superintendent.  In  1902  the  hospital  contained  eleven  hun¬ 
dred  patients,  the  medical  staff  comprised  five  assistant  physicians,  the  pay  roll 
embraced  two  hundred  names.  The  administration  of  such  an  institution  is 
characterized  by  the  qualities  of  the  man  in  charge,  especially  when  the  direc¬ 
tion  of  its  affairs  has  continued  uninterruptedly  for  a  great  many  years.  The 
evenness  of  Dr.  Hill’s  temper,  his  self-control,  his  balance  of  character  and  a 
certain  imperturbability  and  quietness  of  spirit,  beginning  at  the  superintendent’s 
office  with  the  example  he  set,  seemed  to  extend  to  the  remotest  parts  of  the  estab¬ 
lishment.  The  generous  and  accommodating  disposition  of  the  Doctor  not  only 
produced  harmony  and  cooperation  within  the  confines  of  the  hospital,  but  with 
the  neighboring  farmers,  with  the  citizens  of  Independence  and  with  the  county 
officials  who  committed  patients  to  his  care. 

The  following  is  an  extract  taken  from  the  American  Journal  of  Insanity  : 
“Dr.  Gershom  H.  Hill,  Medical  Superintendent  Iowa  State  Hospital  for  the 
Insane  at  Independence,  Iowa,  after  twenty-eight  years’  service  at  this  hospital, 
has  sent  to  the  board  of  control  of  the  state  institutions  his  resignation  to  take 
effect  July  1,  1902.  Dr.  Hill  proposes  to  enter  into  private  practice  at  Des 
Moines.  Iowa,  confining  himself  to  neurology  and  psychiatry.  Dr.  Hill  has  been 
one  of  the  most  earnest  and  active  workers  in  the  American  Medico-Psycho¬ 
logical  Association  and  has,  in  his  work  among  the  insane  in  Iowa,  done  much 
to  elevate  the  standard  of  care  and  the  excellence  of  the  work  done  in  the  in¬ 
stitutions  of  that  state.  Fie  has  been  at  all  times  an  ardent  advocate  of  scientific 
work  in  the  wards  of  the  hospitals  and  in  the  laboratories  and,  although  one  of 
the  older  superintendents,  has  been  as  energetic  and  enthusiastic  in  this  direc¬ 
tion  as  have  been  many  of  the  younger  men  in  the  Association.  It  is  gratifying 
to  learn  that  Dr.  Hill,  in  severing  his  relations  with  institutional  work,  will  still 
continue  his  relations  with  the  Association.” 

Below  are  the  resolutions  of  the  Ministerial  Association  of  Independence, 
Iowa. 

WHEREAS,  Dr.  Gershom  H.  Hill,  superintendent,  and  family  have  con- 
•cluded  that  their  physical  well-being  demands  that  they  should  have  a  change 
in  service,  hence  the  resignation  of  the  Doctor  from  the  superintendency  of  the 
hospital  for  the  insane  of  the  northeastern  section  of  the  state  of  Iowa,  a  posi¬ 
tion  that  he  has  filled  with  distinguished  credit  and  uninterrupted  success  for 
twenty-one  years,  having  been  the  first  assistant  the  seven  years  preceding: 

And  whereas,  in  the  midst  of  the  many  pressing  duties  of  this  important 
position,  he  has  in  an  unstinted  way  freely  invested  of  his  means,  time  and  in¬ 
fluence  for  the  promotion  of  the  interests  of  the  kingdom  of  our  Lord,  as  rep¬ 
resented  by  the  Young  Men’s  Christian  Association  and  the  several  churches 
■of  this  city ; 

And  whereas,  in  the  everyday  living  of  the  Doctor  and  his  excellent  family 
there  is  a  continued  expression  of  truth  and  tact,  courage  and  patience,  love  and 
helpfulness,  and  believing  that  they  have  always  been  actuated  by  the  priceless 
gifts  of  kindness  and  gentleness,  since  they  have  always  been  observed  as  serving 
faithfully  in  the  foremost  rank  of  every  good  movement;  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  first,  That  we,  the  Young  Men’s  Christian  Association  and  the 
Ministerial  Association  of  Independence,  Iowa,  tender  to  Dr.  Hill  and  family 
at  least  a  feeble  expression  of  our  appreciation  of  their  inestimable  services  as 
Christian  citizens.  Believing  that  our  Young  Men’s  Christian  Association  might 
have  disbanded  but  for  the  faith  and  courage  of  Dr.  Hill  and  because  of  his 
generosity  and  that  which  his  deeds  have  inspired  in  others,  therefore  today  we 
have  abundant  reasons  to  thank  God  that  our  association  is  located  in  their 
own  building  free  of  debt.  We  are  therefore  placed  under  profound  obligations 
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to  our  heavenly  Father  for  the  exalted  privilege  of  knowing  and  cooperating 
with  this  Godly  family. 

Resolved,  second,  That  we  will  cherish  in  our  lives  a  sacred  memory  of  their 
earnest  devotion  to  and  faithful  service  for  the  right  and  will  seek  a  holy  in¬ 
spiration  therefrom. 

Resolved,  third,  That  we  most  sincerely  commend  them  to  the  fellowship  of 
the  Christian  forces  of  the  city  of  Des  Moines,  forecasting  for  them  a  brilliant 
and  an  illustrious  career.  We  believe  them  to  be  worthy  of  the  fraternal  con¬ 
sideration  of  all,  and  pray  that  grace,  mercy  and  peace  may  continue  with  them 
as  they  go  from  us. 

H.  C.  Rosenberger,  President. 

C.  J.  Shutt,  Secretary. 

Indorsed  by  F.  M.  Devendorf,  secretary  of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  As¬ 
sociation. 

Independence,  June  30,  1902. 

On  resigning  his  position  Dr.  Hill  removed  to  Des  Moines,  where  he  has 
since  continued  the  practice  of  medicine  as  an  alienist.  In  conjunction  with 
Dr.  J.  C.  Doolittle,  on  the  1st  of  July,  1905,  he  opened  a  private  hospital  in  the 
homestead  of  James  Callanan,  Sr.,  comprising  forty  acres  of  natural  timber 
used  as  a  park,  and  for  hospital  purposes  he  utilized  all  the  buildings  erected  by 
Mr.  Callanan  for  a  rural  home.  The  patronage  of  this  retreat  for  nervous  and 
mental  invalids  has  steadily  increased ;  the  institution  has  become  popular  and 
prosperous.  Although  this  local  habitation  is  ideal,  delightful  and  satisfactory, 
yet  like  any  other  business  enterprise,  the  great  success  which  The  Retreat  has 
already  achieved  is  due  to  the  skillful  management  which  it  has  received,  to  the 
close  personal  attention  which  has  been  given  to  patients,  to  internal  and  to  ex¬ 
ternal  conditions,  also  to  the  reliable  relations  which  are  maintained  and  to  the 
policy  of  securing  to  patients  if  possible,  the  benefit  desired. 

While  residing  in  Des  Moines,  Dr.  Hill  has  also  maintained  an  office  in  the 
Equitable  building,  has  conducted  a  consultation  practice  in  the  city  and  state ; 
has  also  served  as  an  expert  witness  in  cases  where  mental  conditions  need  to  be 
determined.  The  Retreat,  as  its  name  implies,  is  a  quiet  and  secluded  place 
for  tired  and  discouraged  people  to  rest.  Everything  there  is  made  attractive, 
cheerful  and  homelike,  and  physicians,  business  men  and  others  who  have  vis¬ 
ited  the  place  unanimously  declare  it  to  be  ideal  for  its  present  use.  Indoors 
the  life  is  like  that  of  a  large,  orderly,  agreeable  family.  Outdoor  life  is  in¬ 
dulged  in  as  much  as  possible.  There  is  every  equipment  for  the  care  and  treat¬ 
ment  of  patients  according  to  the  most  modern  scientific  methods  and  many  cures 
have  been  effected  under  the  influences  and  through  the  treatment  that  is  here 
accorded. 

For  many  years  Dr.  Hill  was  president  of  the  Buchanan  County  Medical 
Society  and  later  held  the  same  office  in  the  Austin-Flint  Medical  Society.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  Polk  County,  of  the  Des  Moines  Pathological  and  of  the 
Iowa  State  Medical  Societies,  also  of  the  Congress  of  American  Physicians  and 
Surgeons,  of  the  American  Medical  Association,  the  American  Academy  of 
Medicine  and  the  American  Medico-Psychological  Association.  He  is  like¬ 
wise  a  member  of  the  staff  of  physicians  and  surgeons  of  the  Iowa  Methodist 
Hospital.  He  has  done  excellent  work  as  an  educator,  serving  for  sixteen  years 
as  lecturer  on  mental  diseases  in  the  State  University  of  Iowa.  The  president 
of  that  institution,  under  date  of  September  28,  1906,  wrote  him  as  follows : 
“It  gives  me,  personally  and  officially,  sincere  regret  not  to  have  you  continue 
on  our  staff.  I  know  that  many  members  of  the  regents  and  faculty  feel  in 
the  same  way.  We  understand  that  we  are  indebted  to  you  for  practically  free 
service  for  many  years.  For  some  time  there  has  been  a  regulation  that  one 
upon  our  staff  in  the  College  of  Medicine  should  not  also  be  upon  the  staff  of 
another  college.  We  have  winked  at  the  enforcement  of  this  regulation  since 
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you  became  a  member  of  the  staff  at  Drake.  Of  course  we  have  nothing  but 
kindly  feelings  toward  Drake,  but  the  general  principle  is  one  that  in  the  long 
run  it  is  probably  just  we  should  have.  The  board  of  control  has  been  good 
enough  to  favor  "the  beginning  of  coordination  between  their  institutions  and 
the  educational  institutions.  It  was  thought,  therefore,  that  it  would  be  helpful 
to  have  one  of  their  superintendents  serve  us,  and  so  the  regents  have  offered 
a  lectureship  for  the  ensuing  year  to  Dr.  Witte.  Hoping  that  the  relinquishment 
of  your  active  lectureship  may  not  mean  that  we  shall  not  see  you  from  time 
to  time  and  have  some  word  of  cheer  and  expert  counsel,  believe  me, 

Your  sincere  friend, 

George  E.  MacLean.” 

Since  1903  Dr.  Hill  has  been  professor  of  mental  diseases  in  the  College  of 
Medicine  of  Drake  University.  He  is  also  president  of  the  Des  Moines  Asso¬ 
ciation  of  the  Alumni  of  Grinnell  College  and  a  member  of  the  Des  Moines 
Association  of  Alumni  of  Chicago  University. 

On  the  9th  of  January,  1879,  Dr.  Hill  was  married,  in  Lynn,  Massachusetts, 
to  Louisa  P»liss  Ford,  a  daughter  of  Richard  Ford,  a  retired  merchant.  Her 
only  living  brother  is  also  a  merchant  in  Malden,  Massachusetts.  Mrs.  Hill 
completed  her  education  in  the  Massachusetts  Normal  School  at  Salem  and  for 
seven  years  taught  in  the  graded  schools  of  Lynn.  Their  only  child,  Julia  Ford 
Hill,  born  in  the  State  Hospital  at  Independence,  in  1886,  is  a  graduate  of  the 
West  Des  Moines  high  school  and  of  Grinnell  College  and  became  a  student  in 

the  medical  college  of  Drake  University  in  1909. 

Dr.  Hill  is  entitled  to  wear  the  Grand  Army  button,  inasmuch  as  he  served 
as  a  private  in  Company  B,  Forty-sixth  Iowa  Infantry,  in  the  Civil  war.  He 
enlisted  in  May,  1864,  and  served  "as  a  hundred-day  man  at  Collierville,  Tennes¬ 
see,  under  command  of  David  B.  Henderson  of  Dubuque.  In  1902  he  became  a 
member  of  Crocker  Post,  No.  12,  G.  A.  R.,  and  served  as  its  commander  in  1910. 
Few  men  with  such  active  and  important  professional  interests  as  claim  the  at¬ 
tention  of  Dr.  Hill  find  time  for  the  helpful  cooperation  in  public  affairs  which 
he  displays.  In  many  ways,  however,  he  has  aided  in  general  progress  and 
improvement.  He  has  been  a  trustee  of  Grinnell  College  since  1888,  was  pres¬ 
ident  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  Young  Men’s  Christian  Association  at 
Independence.  Iowa,  for  several  years  prior  to  I9°3>  and  since  that  time  has 
been  a  member  of  the  executive  council  of  the  Associated  Charities  of  the  City 
of  Des  Moines,  of  which  organization  he  is  the  chief  executive  officer.  This 
indicates  his  benevolent  and  humanitarian  spirit,  which  finds  expression  in 
many  individual  ways  of  helpfulness  outside  of  organized  systems  of  benevo¬ 
lence.  Through  home  training  and  by  preference  he  is  a  Congregationalism 
although  while  living  in  Independence  he  was  a  member  of  and  elder  in  the 
Presbyterian  church.  He  is  now  serving  as  a  deacon  in  the  Plymouth  Congre¬ 
gational  church  of  Des  Moines  and  is  the  leader  of  the  Business  Men’s  Class 
in  the  Plymouth  Sunday  school.  His  club  and  society  relationships  are  with 
the  University,  the  Congregational,  the  Commercial  and  the  Prairie  Clubs  and 
with  the  Ben  Franklin  Chapter  of  the  Sons  of  the  American  Revolution.  He 
likewise  belongs  to  the  Des  Moines  City  Club,  which  undertakes  to  secure  honest 
voting  and  correct  returns  every  two  years  when  the  city  council  is  elected.  He 
is  a  progressive  republican  and  a  member  of  the  Grant  Club.  A  total  abstainer 
from  the  use  of  tobacco  and  liquor,  he  at  all  times  advocates  temperance,  re¬ 
form  and  improvement  and  is  in  favor  of  municipal  ownership  of  public  utilities. 
He  is  well  known  as  the  president  of  the  State  Anti-Saloon  League  of  Iowa. 
He  is  a  believer  in  Des  Moines  and  her  future  and  never  fails  to  speak  a  good 
word  for  the  city  at  a  timely  hour.  His  life  work  in  all  of  its  phases  has  been 
characterized  by  advancement  and  by  far-reaching  helpfulness  and  influence. 
Frankness,  faithfulness,  honesty  and  stability  are  marked  characteristics. 
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The  following  letter  speaks  for  itself : 

“My  first  acquaintance  with  Dr.  Gershom  H.  Hill  was  in  the  spring  of  1898. 
A  board  of  control  of  state  institutions  had  been  created  and,  having  been  ap¬ 
pointed  a  member  of  that  board,  one  of  the  first  duties  was  to  visit  all  of  the 
state  institutions  that  had  been  placed  in  charge  of  the  new  board. 

“On  visiting  the  Independence  State  Hospital,  of  which  Dr.  Hill  was  super¬ 
intendent,  I  was  agreeably  surprised  to  find  the  farm,  the  garden  and  grounds 
in  connection  with  the  hospital  all  in  an  excellent  condition,  evidencing  by  the 
growing  crops  and  well  kept  grounds  that  the  superintendent  had  the  faculty 
of  securing  the  services  of  those  who  like  himself  were  earnest  and  painstaking 
in  the  discharge  of  their  respective  duties. 

“The  internal  management  of  the  hospital  gave  abundant  proof  of  the  same 
conditions,  the  officers,  nurses  and  attendants  being  devoted  to  their  work,  prov¬ 
ing  that  the  superintendent  was  a  careful  observer  and  a  good  judge  of  the 
character  of  those  whom  he  employed. 

“Another  characteristic  of  Dr.  Hill  was  his  sociability  not  only  with  his  em¬ 
ployers  but  also  with  the  patients,  and  his  affability  with  the  patients  endeared 
him  so  much  that  ‘Father  Hill,’  as  he  was  affectionately  named,  was  always  a 
welcome  visitor  in  the  wards.  Ever  ready  to  listen  to  a  patient,  to  give  kind 
words  and  heartfelt  sympathy  to  the  afflicted  he  won  not  only  the  respect  but  the 
love  of  those  entrusted  to  his  care. 

“After  Dr.  Hill  had  resigned  as  superintendent  of  the  Independence  State 
Hospital  and  located  in  Des  Moines,  establishing  The  Retreat,  a  constant  in¬ 
quiry  that  greeted  me  on  my  visits  to  the  hospital  was  ‘have  you  seen  Father  Hill 
lately,  is  he  well  ?’  and  other  kindly  inquiries  proving  beyond  all  doubt  the  esteem 
in  which  he  was  held  by  his  former  patients. 

"The  high  Christian  character  of  Dr.  Hill  in  all  his  associations  proves  a 
great  aid  in  his  chosen  work,  for  it  is  his  chief  delight  to  assist  the  unfortunate 
and  to  alleviate  the  suffering  of  patients  whose  minds  have  become  impaired 
through  overwork,  mental  worry  or  physical  infirmity.  John  Cownie.” 


JOHN  B.  FLYNN. 

The  name  of  Flynn  is  a  familiar  one  to  the  citizens  of  Des  Moines,  as  for 
over  fifty  years  it  has  been  closely  identified  with  the  progress  and  development 
of  various  local  interests.  The  present  head  of  the  family,  John  B.  Flynn,  was 
born  in  this  city  on  the  26th  of  January,  1857,  his  parents  being  Michael  and 
Honora  (Burke)  Flynn,  natives  of  Ireland.  The  father  came  to  America  from 
Ireland  in  1855,  first  locating  in  Canada  where  he  met  and  married  Miss  Burke, 
after  which  they  removed  to  the  United  States,  settling  in  Des  Moines  in  1856. 
The  journey  was  a  long  and  tiresome  one,  the  greater  part  of  the  distance  having 
to  be  covered  by  stage.  At  that  period  there  were  no  railroads  west  of  Chicago. 
After  arriving  here  Mr.  Flynn,  who  was  a  carpenter  by  trade,  engaged  in  the 
contracting  business,  in  which  venture  he  met  with  marked  success,  but  he  later 
withdrew  from  this  and  engaged  in  the  business  of  buying  and  selling  farm 
lands  in  the  state.  Mrs.  Flynn  shared  all  the  hardships  and  privations  which 
fell  to  their  lot  during  the  early  days  when  he  was  endeavoring  to  become  estab¬ 
lished,  but  seems  to  be  none  the  worse  for  the  experience.  She  still  survives, 
although  she  has  passed  her  eightieth  anniversary,  and  is  hale  and  hearty. 

The  public  schools  of  Des  Moines  provided  John  B.  Flynn  with  his  educa¬ 
tion,  which  was  pursued  until  he  had  become  old  enough  to  go  to  work,  when  he 
took  a  position  with  the  Phoenix  Fire  Insurance  Company  of  Brooklyn,  New 
York.  He  continued  in  their  employ  for  five  years,  following  which  he  entered 
the  service  of  a  local  agency,  with  whom  he  remained  until  he  felt  he  had  ac- 
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quired  sufficient  understanding  of  the  insurance  business  to  enable  him  to  form 
a  company  of  his  own.  Thinking  that  the  west  offered  a  larger  field  for  his 
activities  he  went  to  Spokane,  Washington,  where  he  organized  the  Spokane  Fire 
Insurance  Company,  of  which  he  was  the  secretary  and  treasurer  for  three  years. 
Returning  to  Des  Moines  at  the  expiration  of  that  time  he  entered  the  life  insur¬ 
ance  field,  accepting  a  position  with  the  New  York  Life  Insurance  Company 
which  he  retained  for  two  years.  Then  again  becoming  an  organizer,  he  formed 
a  local  company,  acting  as  its  secretary  for  three  years.  He  subsequently  be¬ 
came  associated  with  R.  Seeburger  in  the  development  of  some  oil  fields  in  Jen¬ 
nings,  Louisiana.  They  disposed  of  their  interests  in  1907,  however,  after 
which  they  invested  in  some  zinc  and  lead  mines  in  Missouri,  which  they  are 
promoting  under  the  name  of  the  Tahoma  Mining  Company.  Mr.  .Flynn  pos¬ 
sesses  the  essential  qualities  of  the  financier  and  has  the  happy  faculty  of  mak¬ 
ing  a  success  of  anything  he  undertakes. 

On  the  26th  of  September,  1882,  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Kathryne 
L.  Kritz,  and  they  have  become  the  parents  of  three  children  :  Roy  J.,  who  was 
born  in  September,  1889;  Ruth,  whose  birth  occurred  in  1899,  now  attending 
the  Crocker  school ;  and  Dorothy,  who  was  born  on  the  20th  of  April,  1905, 
also  going  to  the  Crocker  school.  The  family  are  communicants  ol  the  Roman 
Catholic  church  and  Mr.  Flynn  is  also  affiliated  with  the  Knights  of  Columbus 
and  the  Elks. 

In  his  political  views  Mr.  Flynn  has  always  remained  independent,  giving  his 
support  to  the  men  and  measures  he  considered  best  adapted  to  meet  existing 
conditions.  He  is  a  most  capable  business  man,  ever  having  given  evidence  of 
possessing  strong  powers  of  organization,  which  have  enabled  him  to  carry  to  a 
successful  issue  every  venture  with  which  he  has  been  connected. 


CARL  C.  CARTER. 

Iowa  has  always  been  distinguished  for  the  high  rank  of  her  bench  and  bar, 
and  in  Des  Moines  are  found  many  young  representatives  of  the  profession  who 
give  promise  of  fully  sustaining  the  enviable  reputation  borne  by  members  of  the 
legal  fraternity.  This  number  includes  Carl  C.  Carter,  who  was  born  at  Nil- 
wood,  Maco.upin  county,  Illinois,  September  21,  1876.  His  parents  were  Ephraim 
and  Margaret  (Lair)  Carter.  The  father  was  a  native  of  New  Jersey  who 
became  an  early  settler  of  Macoupin  county,  Illinois,  where  he  took  up  his  abode 
in  1808.  He  died  in  1884,  when  his  son  Carl  was  but  eight  years  of  age.  The 
mother  was  born  in  Macoupin  county.  Her  father  served  throughout  the  Civil 
war,  was  with  Sherman  on  the  celebrated  march  to  the  sea  and  lived  to  the  age 
of  eighty-two  years,  spending  his  last  days  in  the  Soldiers’  Home  in  Quincy.  His 
wife  was  a  native  of  Scotland.  Mrs.  Carter  survived  her  husband  for  about 
two  years,  passing  away  in  October,  1886. 

Carl  C.  Carter  attended  the  public  schools  of  Nilwood,  the  district  schools  of 
Macoupin  county  and  the  high  school  at  Palmyra,  Illinois,  continuing  his  educa¬ 
tion  in  that  manner  to  the  age  of  eighteen,  after  which  he  spent  one  year  as  a 
student  in  the  Western  Normal  College  at  Bushnell,  Illinois,  devoting  his  time 
to  the  study  of  law.  He  then  entered  Drake  University  as  a  law  student  and 
was  graduated  in  June,  1900,  with  the  LL.B.  degree.  He  practiced,  however, 
about  four  months  before  his  graduation,  having  been  admitted  to  the  bar  on  the 
17th  of  January  of  that  year.  He  began  to  practice  independently  and  has  never 
had  a  law  partner.  He  has  never  entered  the  field  of  criminal  law,  always  con¬ 
fining  his  attention  to  civil  law,  and  in  this  connection  he  has  built  up  a  large 
clientage  connecting  him  with  much  important  litigation,  in  the  conduct  of  which 
he  has  won  gratifying  success.  He  now  has  a  number  of  important  and  exten- 
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sive  outside  investments,  consisting  largely  of  farm  lands  and  bank  stocks,  to¬ 
gether  with  improved  properties  in  Des  Moines.  He  is  the  president  of  the 
Farmers’  Security  Bank  of  Perry,  Iowa,  and  also  of  the  Farmers’  Bank  of 
Plartford,  this  state. 

On  the  4th  of  June,  1903,  in  Des  Moines,  was  celebrated  the  marriage  of  Mr. 
Carter  and  Miss  Dollie  Norton,  a  daughter  of  Frederick  Norton.  Mrs.  Carter 
was  born  in  Wisconsin,  but  was  reared  in  Aurora,  Illinois,  and  by  her  marriage 
has  become  the  mother  of  two  children :  Florence  Margaret,  born  in  Des  Moines, 
July  22,  1904;  and  Vernon  Elmer,  born  September  15,  1905. 

The  parents  attend  the  Christian  church,  of  which  they  are  members,  and 
Mr.  Carter  also  belongs  to  several  fraternal  organizations,  including  the  Inde¬ 
pendent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  the  Woodmen  of  the  World,  the  Modern  Wood¬ 
men  of  America  and  the  Mystic  Toilers.  In  politics  he  is  a  Republican  in  sym¬ 
pathy  with  the  now  well  organized  branch  of  the  party  that  is  seeking  to  do  away 
with  the  domination  of  machine  rule  by  largely  managing  politics  for  the  inter¬ 
ests  of  the  great  majority  rather  than  the  minority  who  have  hitherto  regarded 
the  spoils  of  office  as  their  just  due.  Air.  Carter  does  not  seek  political  prefer¬ 
ment,  desiring  to  give  undivided  attention  to  his  profession,  for  he  recognizes  that 
the  law  is  a  jealous  mistress  and  that  if  he  would  win  her  favor  he  must  do  so 
by  close  application  and  unremitting  effort.  Left  a  poor  boy  by  his  father’s  death, 
his  entire  success — and  it  is  most  creditable — has  been  won  through  persever¬ 
ance  and  determination,  stimulated  by  laudable  ambition. 


CAPTAIN  DIEGO  C.  ROSS. 

In  the  life  history  of  Captain  Diego  C.  Ross  is  found  a  splendid  illustration 
of  the  self-made  man  who,  dependent  upon  his  own  resources  from  an  early 
age,  proved  that  determination  and  energy  are  resultant  factors  in  the  attainment 
of  progress  and  prosperity.  He  was  a  native  of  Ohio  but  when  only  four  years 
of  age  accompanied  his  parents,  John  and  Nancy  Ross,  to  Tazewell  county, 
Illinois.  The  following  year  both  his  father  and  mother  died,  and  thus  left  an 
orphan,  he  went  to  live  with  a  man  by  the  name  of  Alexander  Small,  by  whom 
he  was  reared  to  the  age  of  eighteen  years.  He  then  went  to  the  home  of  his 
brother,  William  A.  Ross,  at  Washington,  Illinois,  and  there  resided  until  after 
the  outbreak  of  hostilities  between  the  north  and  the  south  in  1861.  He  had 
watched  with  interest  the  progress  of  events  and  resolved  that  if  a  blow  was 
struck  to  overthrow  the  Union  he  would  stand  manfully  in  its  defense.  He  was 
therefore  the  first  man  to  enlist  from  his  town  and  he  joined  the  Forty-seventh 
Illinois  Regiment  of  Wlunteers.  He  was  made  orderly  sergeant  and  later  pro¬ 
moted  to  the  rank  of  captain  of  Company  B  of  the  Forty-seventh  Illinois  In¬ 
fantry,  with  which  he  served  until  the  close  of  the  war,  participating  in  a  number 
of  hotly  contested  engagements.  He  never  faltered  in  the  performance  of  his 
duty  whether  standing  on  the  firing  line  or  with  measured  tread  marking  off 
the  lonely  picket  line,  and  with  a  creditable  military  record  he  returned  to  his 
home  when  the  war  was  ended. 

Soon  afterward  Captain  Ross  was  called  to  civic  office,  being  appointed  as¬ 
sistant  internal  revenue  collector.  Later  he  filled  the  office  of  postmaster  at 
Washington,  Illinois,  where  he  made  his  home  for  a  number  of  years,  being 
accounted  one  of  the  valued  and  worthy  citizens  of  that  community. 

In  1866  Captain  Ross  was  married  in  Tazewell  county,  Illinois,  to  Miss 
Eliza  A.  Kingman,  a  sister  of  AI.  F.  Kingman  and  S.  A.  Kingman,  both  of 
whom  are  mentioned  elsewhere  in  this  volume.  Unto  Air.  and  Airs.  Ross  were 
born  two  children:  Frank  H.,  living  in  Nampa.  Idaho;  and  Airs.  Lizzie  AIc- 
Clarv,  of  Des  Aloines.  Mr.  AIcClary  is  a  native  of  Alissouri  and  several  years 
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ago  came  to  Des  Moines,  where  he  has  since  been  engaged  in  the  real-estate 
business.  Unto  him  and  his  wife  have  been  born  three  children :  Mary  and 
Laura,  who  are  now  students  in  Drake  University;  and  Robert,  at  home. 

The  family  continued  to  reside  in  Washington,  Illinois,  until  1870.  when 

3  re  oved  to  low  a,  making  their  way  to  Decatur.  In  the  vicinity  of  that 
city  Mr.  Ross  purchased  a  farm,  which  he  at  once  began  to  further  develop  and 
improve.  Upon  the  place  he  erected  a  fine  home  for  himself  and  family,  and 
his  remaining  days  were  there  devoted  to  general  farming  and  stock-raising 
until  1883,  when  because  of  impaired  health  he  went  to  Hepner,  Oregon.  He 
was  greatly  improved  by  the  change,  after  which  he  returned  to  Iowa  in  1887 
but  in  this  climate  his  health  again  failed  and  he  passed  away  March.  18,  1889. 
Mr.  Ross  was  a  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity  and  the  Methodist  Episco¬ 
pal  church,  taking  a  helpful  interest  in  the  various  departments  of  the  church 
work  and  at  all  times  exemplifying  in  his  life  the  principles  upon  which  it  is 
founded.  He  was  strictly  honorable  in  all  his  dealings,  lived  peaceably  with 
his  fellowmen  and  sought  to  do  good  at  every  opportunity.  His  many  excellent 
qualities  endeared  him  to  a  large  circle  of  warm  friends. 

The  esteem  in  which  he  was  held  is  shown  by  the  following  letter: 

My  acquaintance  with  Captain  Diego  C.  Ross  was  during  the  ten  years  pre¬ 
ceding  the  war  of  the  Rebellion,  and  for  a  number  of  years  after  that  period. 
During  the  war  we  served  together  in  the  Forty-seventh  Regiment,  Illinois  In¬ 
fantry.  I  was  with  him  in  the  battles  of  Iuka,  Corinth,  Vicksburg  and  numer¬ 
ous  other  places  when  it  tested  men’s  courage  and  endurance  and  on  all  occa¬ 
sions  he  displayed  the  highest  order  of  courage  and  the  qualities  of  the  true 
soldier.  He  was  loved  and  respected  by  all  his  comrades.  He  was  always  in¬ 
terested  in  their  welfare  and  in  many  of  the  disputes  between  the  men  they  ap¬ 
pealed  to  him.  He  was  the  arbiter  of  their  difficulties.  The  fatiguing  march, 
the  vicissitudes  of  camp  life,  the  exposure  and  sufferings  on  the  battlefield  and 
in  the  hospital  enlisted  his  earnest  sympathy;  and  by  his  cheerful  disposition 
and  his  wit  and  humor  he  threw  about  his  comrades  an  influence  that  is  always 
deemed  so  valuable  among  soldiers.  His  death  was  finally  caused  by  a  grape- 
shot  wound  received  in  the  battle  of  Vicksburg. 

It  was  in  Washington,  Illinois,  that  I  knew  him  before  and  after  the  war. 
During  all  these  years  he  was  held  in  high  esteem  by  all  who  knew  him.  He 
was  upright  and  honest  in  all  his  dealings.  He  was  kind,  generous  and  consid¬ 
erate  of  others’  welfare  and  rendered  a  valuable  .service  in  upbuilding  the  com¬ 
munity  in  which  he  lived,  and  his  neighbors  and  friends  will  remember  with 
pride  that  they  knew  him  and  regret  that  he  has  gone  from  among  them.  His 
old  comrades  will  revert  back  to  the  times  when  he  and  they  went  through  the 
test  that  proved  the  courage  and  manhood  of  men  and  in  their  hours  of  sad  re¬ 
flection  will  shed  a  tear  to  his  memory. 

Respectfully, 

Geo.  Kinnear, 

Seattle,  August  21,  1911.  Late  Capt.  47th.  Ill. 

Mrs.  Ross  continued  to  reside  upon  the  home  farm  until  1893,  when  she  re¬ 
moved  to  Des  Moines  and  erected  here  a  comfortable  residence,  which  she  has 
since  occupied  with  her  two  brothers  as  neighbors. 


ROBERT  LEE  CLARKE. 

Eleven  years  ago,  on  February  7,  1900,  the  angel  of  death  visited  the  home  of 
Robert  Lee  Clarke,  and  called  him  from  earthly  scenes.  For  thirty-one  years 
a  resident  of  Des  Moines  he  became  well  known  in  the  city,  and  in  political  and 
Masonic  ^circles  was  one  of  the  popular  men  of  the  state,  attaining  positions  of 
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trust  in  which  he  displayed  an  ability  that  met  with  the  approval  of  all  who  were 
interested.  Born  at  Streetsboro,  Portage  county,  Ohio,  April  2,  1838,  he  was 
the  son  of  Robert  and  Nancy  (De  Haven)  Clarke.  By  occupation  the  father 
was  a  farmer. 

Robert  Lee  Clarke  received  his  early  education  in  the  district  schools,  and 
having  taken  up  his  residence  in  Van  Buren  county,  Iowa,  became  actively  iden¬ 
tified  with  political  interests,  and  was  elected  county  treasurer.  In  1880,  he 
removed  to  Des  Moines,  as  private  secretary  of  Governor  Buren  R.  Sherman, 
and  served  in  the  same  capacity  for  several  months  under  Governor  Larrabee. 
He  gained  a  wide  acquaintance  and  by  his  gentlemanly  address  and  thorough 
knowledge  of  political  affairs  in  Iowa,  became  a  great  favorite  among  leaders 
visiting  Des  Moines  from  various  parts  of  the  state.  He  was  also  very  compe¬ 
tent  in  business  affairs,  and  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  National  Masonic 
Accident  Association,  serving  as  director  and  president  of  the  company. 

In  1858,  he  was  united  in  marriage,  in  Van  Buren  county,  to  Miss  Jennie  M. 
Yeager,  a  daughter  of  Amos  and  Catharine  (Welliver)  Yeager,  who  came  to 
Iowa  from  Pennsylvania  in  1856,  and  six  daughters  were  born  to  this  union, 
namely:  Mrs.  John  Angus  Morrison,  who  was  called  away  in  1905;  Carrie  A.; 
Mrs.  Frederick  M.  Hunt;  Mrs.  Ella  Clarke  Wells;  Mrs.  J.  W.  Horner,  and  Mrs. 
E.  J.  Manning.  Miss  Carrie  A.  Clarke,  the  eldest  daughter,  has  been  prominent 
in  Des  Moines  for  a  number  of  years,  and  was  one  of  the  first  lady  court  report¬ 
ers  in  Polk  county.  Mrs.  Clarke  is  still  living  at  the  family  home. 

Robert  Lee  Clarke  in  private  life  was  thoroughly  genial  and  unselfish,  and 
in  the  discharge  of  his  duties  for  others  he  was  governed  by  principles  of  highest 
honor  and  integrity.  He  attained  a  position  of  prominence  because  he  deserved 
it,  always  retaining  the  respect  and  confidence  of  his  associates.  He  made  good 
use  of  his  time  and  talents,  and  as  the  head  of  a  promising  family  and  also  as  a 
patriotic  and  progressive  citizen  his  memory  will  ever  be  accorded  loving  remem¬ 
brance  by  all  who  knew  him.  The  work  which  he  accomplished  in  the  encour¬ 
agement  of  fraternal  relations  between  men  will  stand  as  an  enduring  monu¬ 
ment  to  his  name. 


HENRY  HOLCOMBE  GRIFFITHS. 

Henry  Holcombe  Griffiths,-  engaged  in  the  practice  of  law  in  Des  Moi  tes, 
his  native  city,  was  born  February  19,  1868,  and  comes  of  Welsh  ancestry,  al¬ 
though  representatives  of  the  name  have  been  found  in  this  country  since  1716. 
Through  several  generations  the  family  were  connected  with  the  Society  of 
Quakers,  or  with  the  Baptist  denomination,  as  several  were  active  in  the  ministry. 

His  father,  Captain  Henry  Holcombe  Griffiths,  Sr.,  was  born  in  Philadelphia. 
Pennsylvania,  December  31,  1824,  and  was  the  youngest  son  of  Dr.  Elijah  and 
Ann  Isabella  Griffiths.  The  ancestral  line  is  traced  back  to  the  thirteenth  cen¬ 
tury  without  a  break.  In  1849  Captain  Griffiths  came  to  Iowa,  landing  first  at 
Burlington  but  soon  afterward  came  to  Des  Moines,  where  he  continued  to  reside 
up  to  the  time  of  his  death,  which  occurred  on  the  20th  of  July,  1885.  At  the 
time  of  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  war  he  entered  the  Union  service.  The  military 
secretary  of  the  war  department  at  Washington,  D.  C.,  transmitted  under  date 
of  December  5,  1904,  the  following  facts  regarding  Captain  Griffiths :  “It  is 
shown  by  the  records  of  this  office  that  Henry  H.  Griffiths  was  mustered  into 
service,  August  8,  1861,  as  captain  of  Company  E,  Fourth  Iowa  Volunteer  In¬ 
fantry,  to  serve  for  three  years;  that  he  was  transferred  to  the  First  Independent 
Battery,  Light  Artillery,  May  15,  1862,  and  that  he  was  mustered  out  of  service 
as  captain  of  the  battery,  August  16,  1864,  at  Davenport,  Iowa.” 
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One  of  the  early  battles  in  which  Captain  Griffiths  participated  was  that  of 
Pea  Ridge,  where  the  regiment  formed  a  part  of  General  Steele’s  division.  He 
also  fought  at  Chickasaw  Bayou  and  Arkansas  Post,  and  because  of  valiant 
service  received  honorable  mention.  On  the  13th  of  April,  1863,  he  left  Milliken’s 
Bend,  Louisiana,  ran  the  blockade  on  the  29th  of  the  month  and  fired  the  first 
shot  of  the  Vicksburg  campaign  at  Port  Gibson,  on  the  1st  of  May,  at  ten  o’clock 
at  night.  He  took  a  prominent  part  in  that  action  and  was  complimented  by 
General  Carr  and  General  McClernand,  commanding  the  Thirteenth  Army  Corps. 
He  assisted  in  the  capture  of  Jackson,  Mississippi,  in  May,  1863,  and  fired  the 
first  shot  in  front  of  the  rebel  lines  at  Vicksburg  on  the  18th  of  May,  continuing 
in  that  vicinity  throughout  the  siege,  firing  thirteen  hundred  rounds  .from  each 
gun.  At  daylight  on  the  5th  of  July  he  marched  to  Jackson,  Mississippi,  and 
participated  in  the  second  capture  of  that  place,  pursued  the  enemy  to  Brandon. 
Mississippi,  and  arrived  back  at  Big  Black  Bridge,  July  28,  1863.  He  then 
fought  the  Forrest  Rebel  Cavalry  for  five  days,  while  on  the  way  from  Iuka  to 
Tuscumbia,  Alabama,  and  opened  fire  on  Lookout  Mountain,  November  24th, 
and  participated  in  the  battle  of  Missionary  Ridge,  November  25th.  He  received 
three  recruits  for  the  battery  in  January  and  February,  1864,  and  marched  in 
the)  Fourth  Division  of  the  Fifteenth  Army  Corps,  for  Atlanta,  Georgia,  par¬ 
ticipating  in  the  battle  of  Resaca  on  the  15th  of  May,  and  that  of  Dallas,  on  May 
28th.  He  was  also  at  New  Hope  Church  in  June,  and  at  Kenesaw  in  June  and 
July,  leading  the  attack  on  the  rebel  line  near  Atlanta,  July  20,  and  participating 
in  a  desperate  engagement,  which  occurred  on  the  20th,  21st  and  22d,  where 
heavy  losses  were  sustained  but  where  victory  eventually  crowned  the  Union 
army. 

On  the  2d  of  September,  1854,  Henry  H.  Griffiths,  Sr.,  was  married  in  Des 
Moines  to  Miss  Mary  Winton  Nash,  a  daughter  of  Darius  Albert  Nash,  who  was 
born  at  Sherburne,  Chenango  county,  New  York,  May  5,  1812,  and  died  in  Des 
Moines,  March  14,  1865.  His  wife,  who  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Ann  Rebecca 
Peck,  was  born  in  New  York,  August  25,  1816,  was  married  March  10.  1836,  at 
Flushing,  Long  Island,  and  died  July  15,  1884,  in  New  York  city.  Unto  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Henry  H.  Griffiths  there  were  born  ten  children  :  Ellen  Little,  born  in 
October,  1855,  was  married  in  Des  Moines,  February  19,  1879,  R>  Emelin  Mc¬ 
Lain,  A.  M.  LL.  D.,  who  was  justice  of  the  supreme  court  of  Iowa;  Albert  Nash, 
born  February  2,  1857,  died  January  11,  i860;  Anna  Keasbey,  born  October  14, 
t858,  died  January  29,  i860;  Jennie,  born  October  13,  1861,  was  married  Tune- 
13,  1888,  at  Ames,  Iowa,  to  the  Rev.  Oscar  W.  Jansen,  a  Baptist  minister,  who* 
died  April  20,  1899;  Mary,  born  August  23,  1862,  is  now  at  Alta  Loma,  Texas: 
Elijah,  born  September  28,  1864,  died  October  11  following;  Gweney,  born 
January  28,  1866,  has  been  a  resident  of  Constantinople,  Turkey,  since  Septem¬ 
ber,  1900;  Henry  Holcombe,  Jr.,  of  this  review,  is  the  next  of  the  family;  John 
Kasson,  born  June  5,  1870,  is  a  resident  of  Denver,  Colorado;  Tames  Thompson, 
born  May  31,  1873,  is  living  in  Alta  Loma,  Texas. 

At  the  usual  age  Henry  H.  Griffiths  entered  the  public  schools  of  Des  Moines 
and  after  leaving  the  high  school  attended  the  State  University,  from  which  he 
was  graduated  in  June,  1891,  having  completed  the  law  course.  The  same 
year  he  began  practice  in  Des  Moines  and  for  four  years  was  associated  with 
the  firm  of  Berryhill  &  Henry,  but  at  the  end  of  that  time  established  himself 
in  an  independent  practice  and  has  had  no  law  partners.  He  continues  to  some 
extent  in  the  general  practice,  but  specializes  in  probate  and  real-estate  law,  and 
has  a  comprehensive  knowledge  of  this  department  of  jurisprudence.  He  is 
accorded  a  large  clientele  and  bears  the  reputation  of  being  one  of  the  leading 
lawyers  of  the  county. 

On  the  25th  of  August,  1897,  Mr.  Griffiths  was  married,  in  Humboldt,  Iowa, 
to  Miss  Lizbeth  Vaupel,  who  was  born  at  Elkader,  Clayton  county,  Iowa,  March 
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15,  1866,  a  daughter  of  John  C.  and  Clara  (Sandganger)  Yaupel.  Her  parents 
were  both  natives  of  Germany  and  the  mother  is  still  living  in  Des  Moines, 
but  the  father  passed  away  in  Clayton  county,  Iowa. 

Mr.  Griffiths  is  well  known  as  an  advocate  of  republican  principles  and  is 
allied  with  that  movement  which  is  one  of  the  hopeful  signs  of  the  times,  wherein 
patriotic  and  public-spirited  men  are  seeking  to  make  the  party  serve  the  inter¬ 
ests  of  the  great  majority  rather  than  to  bring  the  spoils  of  office  or  special 
privileges  to  the  few.  He  is  deeply  interested  in  all  municipal  affairs  and  was 
a  member  of  the  commission  of  one  hundred  that  established  the  Des  Moines 
plan  of  municipal  government.  He  belongs  to  the  Iowa  State  Bar  Association 
and  the  Des  Moines  Bar  Association  and  is  a  member  of  the  First  Unitarian 
church,  of  which  he  has  served  as  treasurer  for  a  number  of  years,  while  at  the 
present  time  he  is  treasurer  and  trustee  of  the  Iowa  Unitarian  Association.  He 
looks  at  life  from  a  broad  and  liberal  standpoint,  is  charitable  in  his  judgment, 
optimistic  in  his  faith,  and  generous  and  zealous  in  his  support  of  all  movements 
for  the  benefit  of  mankind  or  the  welfare  of  the  commonwealth. 


SUMMERFIELD  S.  STILL,  D.  O.,  LL.  B.,  LL.  M. 

One  of  the  most  widely  known  and  skillful  osteopathic  practitioners  in  Des 
Moines  is  Dr.  Summerfield  S.  Still,  the  founder  of  the  S.  S.  Still  College  and 
Hospital  of  Osteopathy.  He  was  born  in  Macon  county,  Missouri,  on  the  7th 
of  December,-  1851,  a  son  of  J.  M.  and  R.  M.  (Saunders)  Still.  His  parents 
have  passed  away  and  are  at  rest  in  Maryville  cemetery  in  Missouri.  The 
father,  who  was  a  graduate  of  Rush  Medical  College  of  Chicago,  engaged  in 
the  practice  of  his  profession  during  his  active  career. 

Being  reared  at  home  Summerfield  S.  Still  acquired  his  preliminary  education 
in  the  common  schools  of  Kansas.  After  completing  the  prescribed  course 
he  studied  at  the  Hyatt  Normal  School,  at  Eudora,  Kansas,  following  which  he 
attended  Baker  University  at  Baldwin,  Kansas,  and  the  State  University  at  Law¬ 
rence.  Having  decided  to  follow  the  profession  of  medicine,  after  having  pur¬ 
sued  various  other  vocations,  he  went  to  Kirksville,  Missouri,  to  study  oste¬ 
opathy,  believing  after  much  observation  and  experience  that  the  practical  and 
simple  methods  of  this  younger  school  must  ultimately  win  recognition  from 
the  most  intelligent  people.  Graduating  at  Kirksville  in  1897  with  the  degree 
of  Docter  of  Osteopathy,  the  following  year  Dr.  Still  came  to  Des  Moines, 
where  he  founded  the  S.  S.  Still  College  and  Hospital  of  Osteopathy,  in  which 
institution  he  held  the  chair  of  anatomy  as  well  as  the  position  of  president 
until  1905,  when  he  disposed  of  his  interests.  Since  that  period  he  has  been 
devoting  his  attention  to  the  development  of  his  private  practice,  which  has  in¬ 
creased  so  that  it  absorbs  his  entire  time.  Dr.  Still  is  justly  proud  of  the  fact 
that  he  has  assisted  one  thousand  successful  practitioners  of  osteopathy  into 
their  chosen  field  of  work,  all  of  them  graduating  from  the  school  he  established 
during  his  regime. 

Dr.  Still  was  married  in  1877  to  Miss  Ella  Dougherty,  a  daughter  of  George 
Dougherty,  an  agriculturist  of  Douglass  county,  Kansas.  Two  children  have 
heen  born  of  this  union,  a  son  and  daughter :  George  A.,  who  is  head  surgeon 
in  the  Still  College  of  Osteopathy  at  Kirksville,  Missouri,  and  a  graduate  of 
Northwestern  University  Medical  Department;  and  Delia,  the  wife  of  Guy  B. 
Brunk,  of  Des  Moines. 

The  interests  of  Dr.  Still  and  his  wife  have  always  been  united.  She  also 
studied  at  Kirksville,  obtaining  her  degree  one  year  after  her  husband  grad¬ 
uated,  since  which  time  they  have  worked  together.  For  seven  years  she  most 
capably  filled  the  chair  of  obstetrics  in  the  S.  S.  Still  College,  and  now,  notwith- 
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standing  her  large  private  practice,  she  spends  much  of  her  time  in  the  lecture 
field.  She  is  a  woman  of  unusual  attainments  and  rare  mental  qualities,  forceful 
personality  and  an  excellent  and  fluent  command  of  English  unite  to  make  her 
a  most  popular  lecturer.  She  appears  before  state  and  national  associations  as 
well  as  colleges  and  universities.  She  recently  filled  an  engagement  in  Port¬ 
land,  Maine,  and  Portland,  Oregon,  within  one  calendar  month.  This  most 
clearly  indicating  how  widely  she  is  known  as  well  as  being  a  marked  recogni¬ 
tion  of  her  abilities.  They  both  hold  membership,  in  the  Christian  church,  while 
they  fraternize  with  the  fellow  members  of  their  profession  through  the  me¬ 
dium  of  the  National,  State  and  District  Osteopathic  Associations. 

Dr.  Summerfield  Still  is  also  identified  with  the  Masonic  order,  his  local 
affiliation  being  with  Pioneer  Lodge,  No.  22,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.  Owing  to  the 
common  and  prevailing  idea  current  today  that  a  man’s  best  years  are  passed 
when  he  attains  the  age  of  forty,  much  consideration  should  be  given  to  Dr. 
Still’s  life.  He  had  passed  the  fortieth  anniversary  of  his  birth  before  he  took 
up  the  study  of  his  profession,  yet  he  has  met  with  most  gratifying  success  not 
alone  in  his  practice  but  in  the  school  which  he  founded  and  so  skillfully  con¬ 
ducted  for  seven  years.  He  has  contributed  many  articles  to  periodicals,  both 
professional  and  literary.  Some  of  the  leading  articles  have  appeared  in  The 
Bulletin,  a  monthly  magazine  devoted  to  the  interests  of  osteopathy,  and  he 
is  associate  editor  of  the  American  Journal  of  Physiologic  Therapeutics,  a 
monthly  publication  in  the  interests  of  medicine. 


W.  W.  FINK. 

* 

A  man  of  liberal  education,  large  and  varied  experience  and  well  tested 
capacity,  W.  W.  Fink,  now  engaged  as  pension  attorney  at  Des  Moines,  can 
claim  many  stanch  friends  in  a  community  with  which  he  has  been  prominently 
identified  for  many  years.  As  a  soldier  during  the  Civil  war  he  valiantly  de¬ 
fended  the  Union,  and  as  a  private  citizen  he  has  at  all  times  attempted  to 
perform  his  duty  in  such  a  manner  as  to  advance  the  permanent  interests  of 
those  with  whom  he  was  associated. 

He  is  a  native  of  Missouri,  born  November  8,  1844,  son  of  Valentine  P. 
and  Louisa  (Paciants)  Fink,  the  former  of  whom  was  born  in  Kentucky  and 
the  latter  in  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania.  The  father  moved  to  Missouri  in 
his  young  manhood  and  entered  the  ministry  of  the  Methodist  church,  coming 
to  Van  Buren  county,  Iowa,  in  1846,  and  to  Polk  county  three  years  later.  After 
he  was  superannuated  he  preached  at  intervals  and  also  engaged  in  agriculture 
and  operated  a  fruit  farm.  He  took  up  his  residence  in  Des  Moines  in  1867 
and  his  death  occurred  August  20,  1899,  having  then  arrived  at  the  advanced 
age  of  ninety-five  years.  The  beloved  wife  and  mother  was  called  away  at  Des 
Moines  December  25,  1885. 

W.  W.  Fink  grew  up  on  the  home  farm  and  attended  the  country  schools 
until  eighteen  years  of  age,  when  he  responded  to  his  country’s  call  and  en¬ 
listed  in  Company  E,  Twenty-third  Iowa  Volunteers,  serving  three  years,  less 
eighteen  days.  He  participated  in  many  of  the  great  battles  and  also  in  some 
of  the  principal  movements  of  the  war,  always  responding  to  the  call  of  duty 
and  being  mustered  out  at  the  close  of  the  war  as  sergeant.  He  had  two 
brothers  who  entered  the  service  and  gave  up  their  lives  for  their  country. 
After  laying  the  accoutrements  of  war  aside,  and  feeling  the  importance  of 
larger  educational  advantages  than  he  had  possessed  previous  to  his  entrance 
into  military  life,  he  became  a  student  of  Iowa  Wesleyan  University  at  Mt. 
Pleasant,  where  he  continued  for  four  years.  After  leaving  college  he  engaged 
in  the  coal  business  for  six  years,  and  then  became  connected  in  a  clerical  ca- 


380 


CITY  OF  DES  MOINES  AND  POLK  COUNTY 


pacity  with  the  Union  Pacific  Railway.  In  1886  he  entered  the  real-estate 
business  in  Des  Moines  and  was  largely  instrumental  in  establishing  Highland 
Park  and  other  suburban  property.  He  was  secretary  and  one  of  the  principal 
organizers  of  the  Highland  Park  College,  which  is  one  of  the  largest  and  most 
popular  schools  of  the  state.  Since  1908  he  has  devoted  his  time  exclusively 
as  United  States  pension  attorney. 

On  the  2 1  st  day  of  Feburary,  1871,  Mr.  Fink  was  happily  united  in  mar¬ 
riage  to  Miss  Elizabeth  C.  Allen,  a  native  of  Mt.  Pleasant,  Iowa,  and  one 
daughter,  Louise,  has  blessed  this  union.  She  is  now  the  wife  of  F.  G.  Ryan 
of  Des  Moines.  Mr.  Fink  is  the  possessor  of  fine  literary  talent  which  he  has, 
fortunately,  not  permitted  the  cares  of  business  life  to  obliterate.  As  a  poet 
he  has  received  recognition  from  many  quarters,  and  his  published  volumes 
entitled  “Valley  Forge,”  “Ad  Hades,”  and  “Echoes  from  Erin,”  have  been 
accorded  wide  recognition.  He  is  also  a  valued  contributor  of  poetry  to  some 
of  the  best  metropolitan  magazines.  Fraternally,  he  is  identified  with  the  Beta 
Theta  Pi  Society,  a  college  organization,  and  to  Crocker  Post,  G.  A.  R.,  being 
adjutant  of  the  latter.  Although  now  in  his  sixty-seventh  year,  Mr.  Fink  appears 
as  sprightly  as  a  man  of  forty-five  or  fifty,  and  is  in  possession  of  a  clear  and 
vigorous  mind,  which  is  a  constant  source  of  gratification  and  enjoyment  not 
only  to  himself,  but  to  his  associates  and  many  friends. 


CHARLES  BARENT  VAN  SLYKE. 

Charles  Barent  Van  Slyke,  who-  throughout  his  entire  life  has  been  engaged 
in  the  insurance  business,  his  ability  being  manifest  in  the  fact  that  he  has 
increased  the  business  fivefold  since  assuming  the  state  agency  for  Iowa  for  the 
Mutual  Benefit  Insurance  Company  of  New  Jersey,  owes  his  success  to  the  sub¬ 
stantial  qualities  of  close  application  and  thorough  mastery  of  all  the  details 
which  have  come  under  his  direction.  He  was  born  near  Baltimore,  New'  York, 
April  19,  1853.  His  father j  Barent  Van  Slyke,  though  a  native  of  the  Empire 
state,  comes  of  Holland-Dutch  ancestry,  the  great-grandfather  having  been  the 
first  of  the  family  to  seek  a  home  in  the  new  world.  The  grandfather,  espous¬ 
ing  the  cause  of  the  colonies  in  the  struggle  for  independence,  served  as  a 
soldier  of  the  Revolutionary  w^ar.  Through  many  generations  the  maternal 
ancestry  of  Charles  B.  Van  Slyke  has  been  represented  in  Connecticut.  His 
mother  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Elizabeth  Hawley  and  w'as  a  descendant  of 
one  of  Connecticut’s  governors.  She  was  born  in  that  state  and  died  in  Au¬ 
gust,  1890,  having  long  survived  her  husband,  who  passed  awTay  in  July,  1865. 

Charles  B.  Van  Slyke  was  only  tw'elve  years  old  at  the  time  of  his  father’s 
death.  When  a  young  lad  he  became  a  resident  of  Jackson,  Michigan,  where 
he  pursued  his  education  in  the  public  and  high  schools.  He  afterward  entered 
the  University  of  Michigan  at  Ann  Arbor  and  was  graduated  from  the  literary 
department  with  the  class  of  1876,  receiving  at  that  time  the  degree  of  Master 
of  Arts.  In  early  manhood  he  gave  his  attention  to  the  profession  of  teaching, 
which  he  followed  in  Mendon,  Michigan,  where  he  served  as  superintendent  of 
schools  for  a  year.  He  then  removed  to  Dubuque,  wdiere  he  continued  his 
school  w'ork,  filling  the  position  of  principal  of  the  high  school  for  six  years. 
At  the  end  of  that  time  he  turned  his  attention  to  fire  and  life  insurance,  be¬ 
coming  a  representative  of  five  of  the  leading  fire  insurance  companies  of  the 
country  and  also  of  the  Mutual  Benefit  Life  Insurance  Company  at  Dubuque. 
For  five  years  he  remained  a  resident  of  that  city  and  then  removed  to  Mil¬ 
waukee,  Wisconsin,  to  become  state  agent  for  the  Mutual  Benefit  Life  Insurance 
Company  of  Newark,  Newr  Jersey.  The  period  of  his  residence  in  Milwaukee 
covered  seven  vears  and  in  1893  he  came  to  Des  Moines,  wdiere  he  wras  made 
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state  agent  for  Iowa  and  Nebraska  for  the  Mutual  Benefit  of  New  Jersey.  He 
has  increased  the  business  of  the  office  fivefold  and  during  the  past  ten  years 
has  confined  his  attention  entirely  to  the  state  of  Iowa.  He  is  today  one  of  the 
most  valued  and  prominent  representatives  of  the  corporation  with  which  he  is 
connected  and  is  accounted  one  of  the  leading  insurance  men  of  the  city.  It  is 
difficult  to  find  a  phase  of  the  insurance  business  on  which  he  is  not  thoroughly 
versed.  Its  advantages  and  possibilities  he  understands  to  the  fullest  extent 
and  his  executive  ability  has  been  so  directed  that  the  business  of  the  company 
has  been  constantly  extended  during  the  period  of  his  state  superintendency. 
As  he  has  prospered  in  his  undertakings  he  has  made  judicious  investment  in 
real  estate  and  is  now  the  owner  of  valuable  farm  land  in  Madison  county, 
Iowa.  He  was  also  director  for  a  number  of  years  of  the  Des  Moines  Ice  Com¬ 
pany  and  in  business  affairs  his  judgment  is  at  all  times  sound  and  his  methods 
practical  and  progressive. 

Aside  from  business  interests  of  a  purely  personal  nature  Mr.  Van  Slyke 
has  done  much  important  public  service.  He  was  school  director  for 
North  Des  Moines  before  the  districts  became  consolidated  and  the  cause  of 
education  has  ever  found  in  him  a  stalwart  champion.  He  does  not  seek  nor 
desire  office  but  keeps  well  informed  on  the  questions  of  the  day  and  is  allied 
wffh  the  progressive  republican  movement  that  is  seeking  to  benefit  state  and 
nation  at  large  without  sacrificing  the  interests  of  the  public  to  the  wishes  and 
welfare  of  the  few.  He  belongs  to  the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of 
Elks  and  to  the  Knights  of  Pythias  lodge  and  is  also  well  known  as  a  member 
of  the  Grant  Club  and  the  Golf  and  Country  Club.  He  likewise  belongs  to  the 
Central  Presbyterian  church,  in  the  work  of  which  he  is  much  interested,  serving 
as  chairman  of  its  board  of  trustees  for  a  number  of  years  and  contributing 
generously  of  his  means  to  its  support. 

On  the  30th  of  June,  1880,  in  Sigourney,  Iowa,  Mr.  Van  Slyke  was  married 
to  Miss  Eva  E.  Pauli,  a  daughter  of  J.  G.  Pauli,  who  became  one  of  the  pioneer 
residents  of  this  state,  in  which  Mrs.  Van  Slyke  was  born.  Two  children  blessed 
this  union.  Paul  B.,  born  February  18,  1888,  in  Dubuque,  Iowa,  is  now  en¬ 
gaged  in  the  real-estate  and  fire  insurance  business  in  Des  Moines.  He  mar¬ 
ried  Hester  Martin,  a  native  of  this  city.  The  daughter,  Edith  C.  Van  Slyke, 
is  the  wife  of  Carl  Weeks,  a  chemist  and  pharmacist,  who  is  now  engaged  in 
the  proprietary  medicine  business  in  Des  Moines.  They  have  two  children, 
Charles  Van  Slyke  Weeks  and  William  C.  Weeks,  both  of  whom  were  born 
in  Des  Moines,  the  latter  on  the  24th  of  September,  1910. 

Such  in  brief  is  the  life  history  of  Charles  Barent  Van  Slyke,  to  whom  oppor¬ 
tunity  has  meant  the  open  door  to  success.  Wisely  using  the  advantages  which 
have  come  to  him  and  creating  them  when  none  have  seemed  apparent,  he  has 
steadily  pushed  forward  toward  the  goal  of  prosperity  and  has  won  his  ad¬ 
vancement  in  those  lines  which  contribute  to  business  activity  and,  therefore, 
to  the  commercial  stability  of  the  county. 


GEORGE  V.  HARRITT. 

The  life  record  of  George  V.  Harritt,  assistant  cashier  of  the  Peoples  Sav¬ 
ings  Bank  of  Des  Moines,  does  not  cover  a  long  period,  but  it  indicates  an 
honorable  purpose  which  has  been  carried  through  to  a  goodly  measure  of 
success. 

He  was  born  at  Des  Moines,  July  19,  1880,  a  son  of  Harry  S.  and  Mary 
(Geneser)  Harritt.  The  father  was  an  early  settler  of  Des  Moines  and  became 
well  known  in  the  wholesale  tobacco  business,  later  organizing  the  Hawkeye 
Oatmeal  Mills,  in  which  he  still  retains  an  interest,  although  now  retired  from 
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active  business  affairs.  The  mother  was  born  in  New  York  state  and  came 
to  Des  Moines,  where  she  was  married  to  Mr.  Harritt.  Grandfather  Francis 
Geneser  is  a  native  of  Germany  and  came  to  Iowa  many  years  ago.  He  is  now 
living  in  Des  Moines.  The  grandmother  Anna  Marie  Geneser,  passed  away  at 
an  advanced  age  in  1900. 

George  V.  Harritt  was  educated  at  St.  Francis  College  at  Quincy,  Illinois, 
graduating  from  that  institution  in  1894.  He  early  gave  promise  of  a  useful 
career  by  his  close  application  to  his  studies  and  his  respect  for  those  in  authority. 
After  leaving  college  he  at  once  entered  the  German  Savings  Bank  as  mes¬ 
senger,  soon  working  his  way  up  to  a  position  of  larger  responsibility.  In 
1897  he  became  connected  with  the  Peoples  Savings  Bank,  of  which  he  is  now  as¬ 
sistant  cashier.  By  his  pleasing  manners  and  general  efficiency  he  has  con¬ 
tributed  in  an  important  degree  to  the  prosperity  of  the  institution  and  is  justly 
regarded  as  one  of  the  popular  and  growing  factors  in  financial  circles  of  the 
city.  He  is  identified  also  with  other  interests,  and  now  fills  the  office  of 
assistant  treasurer  of  the  Iowa  State  Fair  Association. 

On  the  26th  of  December,  1898,  Mr.  Harritt  was  united  in  marriage  at  Des 
Moines  to  Miss  Bird  Lawson,  a  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Martha  (Pugh)  Law- 
son,  the  former  of  whom  is  a  well  known  farmer  of  Menlo,  Iowa,  now  living 
retired.  Five  children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harritt,  namely:  Al- 
phonso;  Harry,  Joseph,  Ruth  and  Robert,  all  of  whom,  with  the  exception  of 
Robert,  are  now  attending  St.  John’s  Parochial  School. 

Mr.  Harritt  gives  his  allegiance  to  the  republican  party  and  is  a  stanch 
member  of  the  Catholic  church.  Socially  he  is  identified  with  the  Knights  of 
Columbus  and  the  Owls,  being  treasurer  of  the  latter  organization.  He  has 
many  warm  friends  in  Des  Moines  and  his  personal  worth  and  fidelity  to  every 
responsibility  entrusted  to  his  care  meet  with  merited  recognition. 


JUDGE  JOHN  MITCHELL. 

Judge  John  Mitchell,  whose  name  graces  the  history  of  Iowa’s  judiciary  and 
who  through  his  active  connection  with  the  bar  was  regarded  as  the  peer  of  the 
ablest  members  who  have  practiced  in  the  courts  of  this  state  or  have  served 
upon  the  bench,  was  born  in  Claremont,  Sullivan  county,  New  Hampshire,  on 
the  28th  of  February,  1830.  After  mastering  the  elementary  branches  of  learn¬ 
ing  as  a  pupil  in  the  public  schools  his  preparatory  course  was  pursued  at  Kim¬ 
ball  Union  Academy  in  Meriden,  New  Hampshire,  subsequent  to  which  time  he 
entered  Dartmouth  College,  wher-e  he  took  a  three  year  course  and  was  granted 
the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts. 

On  account  of  the  condition  of  his  health,  however,  he  was  compelled  to 
seek  a  change  of  climate  and  traveled  westward.  It  may  have  seemed  a  hard¬ 
ship  for  him  at  that  time  to  leave  New  England  but  Des  Moines  gained  thereby 
a  valued  citizen  and  he  found  here  the  opportunities,  which  led  to  substantial 
advancement  in  his  professional  career.  On  the  20th  of  June,  1856,  he  took  up 
his  abode  in  the  capital  city.  He  had  previously  devoted  some  time  to  the  study 
of  law  in  his  native  state  and  in  Des  Moines  continued  his  reading  in  the  office 
and  under  the  direction  of  Finch  &  Crocker,  well  known  attorneys,  until  ad¬ 
mitted  to  the  bar  in  August,  1856.  He  began  practicing  on  his  own  account  in 
the  following  year  and  devoted  his  attention  to  his  growing  professional  duties 
until  the  17th  of  July,  1861,  when  he  was  commissioned  captain  of  a  company 
of  cavalry  in  the  state  service  and  fought  against  the  Indians  in  northwestern 
Iowa  for  three  months.  His  position  as  a  loyal  and  progressive  citizen  led  to 
his  election  in  the  fall  of  1861  to  the  state  legislature  and  he  did  splendid  ser¬ 
vice  in  the  sessions  that  were  held  during  the  period  of  the  Civil  war  when  man- 
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hood  and  courage  were  so  much  needed  by  those  who  were  framing  the  laws  of 
the  state.  He  served  as  chairman  of  the  judiciary  committee  and  on  other  im¬ 
portant  committees.  At  different  times  in  his  life  he  was  called  to  local  office, 
becoming  a  member  of  the  city  council,  serving  as  first  chairman  of  the  county 
board  of  supervisors  and  filling  various  other  offices  of  public  trust  until  the  30th 
of  May,  1867,  when  he  was  appointed  register  of  bankruptcy  for  the  fifth  con¬ 
gressional  district.  Again  popular  election  showed  that  he  was  the  choice  of  the 
people  for  high  honors  and  large  responsibilities,  for  in  November,  1868,  he  was 
chosen  judge  of  the  fifth  district  circuit  court.  He  entered  upon  the  duties  of 
his  position  in  January,  1869,  for  a  four  years’  term  and  was  twice  reelected 
without  opposition.  His  honesty  as  a  man  and  his  ability  as  a  jurist. were  of  the 
highest  order.  His  decisions  indicated  strong  mentality,  careful  analysis,  a  thor¬ 
ough  knowledge  of  the  law  and  an  unbiased  judgment.  The  judge  on  the  bench 
fails  more  frequently,  perhaps,  from  a  deficiency  in  that  broad  mindedness  which 
not  only  comprehends  the  details  of  a  situation  quickly  and  that  insures  a  com¬ 
plete  self-control  under  even  the  most  exasperating  conditions  than  from  any 
other  cause;  and  the  judge  who  makes  a  success  in  the  discharge  of  his  multi¬ 
tudinous  delicate  duties  is  a  man  of  well  rounded  character,  finely  balanced 
mind  and  of  splendid  intellectual  attainments.  That  Judge  Mitchell  was  re¬ 
garded  as  such  a  jurist  is  a  uniformly  accepted  'fact. 

Following  his  retirement  from  the  bench  in  1881,  Judge  Mitchell  resumed 
the  practice  of  law,  in  which  he  continued  alone  until  August,  1883,  when  C.  A. 
Dudley  joined  him  in  a  partnership  under  the  firm  style  of  Mitchell  &  Dudley 
and  so  continued  until  the  death  of  Judge  Mitchell  on  the  29th  of  December, 
1890.  In  the  meantime  he  extended  his  efforts  into  the  field  of  business,  be¬ 
coming  vice  president  of  the  Iowa  Loan  &  Trust  Company,  a  director  of  the 
Des  Moines  National  Bank  and  a  director  and  counselor  of  the  Central  Loan  & 
Trust  Company. 

On  the  29th  of  December,  1868,  Judge  Mitchell  was  married  at  Moundsville, 
West  Virginia,  to  Rebecca  Anshutz  and  throughout  the  period  of  their  married 
life  they  continued  to  occupy  the  home  in  which  they  began  housekeeping.  They 
had  two  daughters  but  the  younger,  Lizzie,  is  deceased.  Their  surviving  daugh¬ 
ter  is  Mrs.  Caroline  M.,  the  wife  of  W.  H.  Given,  superintendent  on  the  Rock 
Island  Railroad,  living  in  Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa. 

Judge  Mitchell  held  membership  in  St.  Paul’s  Episcopal  church.  He  was  by 
nature  kindly  yet  somewhat  reserved  in  manner.  Like  all  who  walk  through  life 
on  a  higher  plane  than  the  majority  of  their  associates,  the  circle  of  his  friends 
was  select  rather  than  large,  yet  he  lives  in  the  memory  of  his  contemporaries, 
enshrined  in  the  halo  of  a  gracious  presence,  strong  intellectuality  and  unfailing 
courtesy.  He  was  regarded  by  many  as  an  ideal  follower  of  his  calling  and  his 
record  through  three  terms’  service  as  judge  of  the  circuit  court  may  well  serve 
as  a  standard  for  those  who  are  called  to  judicial  responsibilities  and  honors. 


ENOS  B.  HUNT. 

Forty  years  ago  when  Enos  B.  Hunt,  whose  name  heads  this  review,  first 
came  to  Des  Moines  he  saw  a  flourishing  little  city  of  about  twelve  thousand 
inhabitants.  After  carefully  looking  over  the  situation  he  resolved  to  make 
his  permanent  home  at  this  place,  and  later,  foreseeing  the  possibilities  of  de¬ 
velopment,  became  connected  with  the  real-estate  business,  with  which  he  has 
ever  since  been  identified.  In  years  of  experience  he  is  one  of  the  oldest  real- 
estate  men  in  the  city  and  he  has  assisted  very  materially  in  promoting  the 
remarkable  improvements  now  visible  on  every  hand. 
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He  was  born  in  Jefferson  county,  New  York,  July  3.  1845,  son  of  Enos  B., 
and  Mary  (Irons)  Hunt,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  New  York  state.  He 

was  the  only  child  of  his  parents  and  lost  his  father  in  infancy  and  his  mother 

was  called  away  when  he  was  five  years  of  age.  He  then  took  up  his  home 
with  an  uncle,  Stephen  Irons,  a  boat  builder.  When  not  attending  school  the 
lad  spent  his  time  in  his  uncle’s  office,  and  after  laying  his  books  aside  assisted 
his  uncle  until  1866,  when  he  associated  with  J.  M.  Simpson  at  New  London, 
New  York,  in  the  mercantile  business. 

However,  the  call  of  the  west  could  not  be  disregarded  by  an  ambitious  young 
man  who  was  desirous  of  accomplishing  something  worthy  in  life,  and  accord¬ 
ingly,  in  1870,  he  came  to  Des  Moines,  where  he  took  up  his  permanent  resi¬ 
dence.  Soon  after  arriving  in  the  city  he  was  appointed  deputy  county  treasurer 
of  Polk  county,  and  for  nine  years  he  filled  this  office,  discharging  its  duties 

with  a  fidelity  and  efficiency  that  met  with  the  hearty  approval  of  the  tax¬ 

payers.  In  1880,  having  relinquished  public  office,  he  formed  a  partnership 
with  J.  M.  Coggshell  in  the  real-estate  business,  this  association  continuing 
for  about  five  years,  since  which  time  Mr.  Hunt  has  engaged  in  general  real 
estate  upon  his  own  account.  Being  a  man  of  pleasing  address  and  fine  business 
ability  he  has  met  with  marked  success  and  has  gained  a  deserved  competency 
which  he  has  earned  by  conscientious  application. 

In  1869  Mr.  Hunt  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Huldah  N.  Simpson,  a  na¬ 
tive  of  Oneida  county,  New  York,  daughter  of  J.  M.  and  Olive  (Clark)  Simpson. 
Four  children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hunt,  namely :  Mary  Isabel, 
now  an  artist  in  Chicago;  William  O.,  who  married  Nellie  Cramer  and  is 
now  living  in  Des  Moines;  James  L.,  also  of  Des  Moines,  who  married  Katherine 
Ryder  and  has  one  daughter;  and  Enos  B.  Jr.,  who  is  engaged  in  the  postcard 
business. 

Mr.  Hunt  is  well  known  in  the  ranks  of  the  Masonic  fraternity  being  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  blue  lodge,  chapter  and  commandery,  and  has  for  many  years  been 
an  active  worker  in  that  organization.  Politically,  he  is  in  sympathy  with  the 
republican  party  and  has  strong  faith  in  the  ability  of  its  leaders  to  safeguard 
the  country  against  any  dangers  that  may  arise.  He  is  a  firm  believer  in  the 
Bible  and  he  and  his  family  attend  the  Plymouth  Congregational  church.  As  a 
citizen  he  is  patriotic  and  public  spirited  and  fully  alive  to  the  importance  of 
maintaining  high  ideals  in  public  as  well  as  in  private  life.  His  acquaintance 
is  not  limited  to  Des  Moines  or  Polk  county,  as  his  business  has  brought  him 
into  contact  with  men  from  all  parts  of  the  state  and  from  many  other  states, 
and  he  retains  in  a  high  degree  the  confidence  and  respect  of  all. 


EDWIN  CLARKE  BUDLONG. 

A  descendant  of  Roger  Williams  and  of  Revolutionary  ancestry  on  both  sides 
of  the  house,  Edwin  Clarke  Budlong,  of  Des  Moines,  inherited  qualities  of  self- 
confidence,  courage  and  aggressiveness  backed  by  persistence  and  keen  judgment 
of  human  nature,  and  as  a  result  is  highly  successful  in  his  business.  As  vice 
president  and  agency  manager  of  the  Bankers  Accident  Insurance  Compan}'  he 
has  been  largely  instrumental  during  the  last  five  years  in  more  than  doubling 
the  amount  of  insurance  carried  by  the  company,  thus  making  it  one  of  the 
important  concerns  of  the  west. 

He  was  born  at  Providence,  Rhode  Island,  November  17,  1870,  and  is  a  son 
of  Edwin  C.  and  Maria  L.  Budlong,  the  mother  being  a  daughter  of  Edward 
Sanders,  a  well  known  merchant  of  Warren.  Rhode  Island.  Mr.  Budlong  s 
father  was  engaged  in  woolen  manufacturing.  The  family  was  one  of  the  oldest 
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in  Rhode  Island,  settling  in  the  colony  early  in  the  seventeenth  century,  and 
members  of  the  family  are  now  to  be  found  in  the  principal  states  of  the  Union. 

After  receiving  his  early  education  in  the  public  schools  of  Providence  Mr. 
Budlong,  the  subject  of  this  review,  entered  the  fire  insurance  offices  of  Stark¬ 
weather  &  Shepley  at  Providence,  probably  the  leading  fire  insurance  agency 
in  America,  and  here  he  gained  a  knowledge  of  the  insurance  business  which 
assisted  him  very  greatly  as  the  years  advanced.  In  1889,  being  then  nineteen 
years  of  age,  he  came  west  to  Denver,  Colorado,  and  secured  employment  in 
the  German  National  Bank  of  that  city,  in  which  occupation  he  continued  for 
six  years.  After  leaving  the  bank  he  entered  the  general  insurance  business 
to  which  he  devoted  his  attention  closely  for  nine  years,  going  to  Minneapolis, 
Minnesota,  to  take  charge  of  the  agency  of  the  Bankers  Accident  Insurance 
Company  in  that  city.  He  managed  its  affairs  with  such  good  judgment  that 
he  was  invited  to  Des  Moines  as  superintendent  of  agents  in  1904  and  two  years 
later  was  made  vice  president  and  agency  manager,  both  of  which  positions  he 
has  since  continuously  filled. 

On  the  30th  of  November,  1893,  at  Denver,  Colorado,  Mr.  Budlong  was 
married  to  Miss  Martha  Hansen,  a  daughter  of  Julius  Hansen,  a  furniture 
dealer  of  Denver.  To  this  union  four  children  have  been  born;  Theodore  War¬ 
ren,  Richard  Clarke,  Robert  Davol  and  Roger  Williams.  In  religious  belief  Air. 
Budlong  is  identified  with  Greenwood  Congregational  church,  and  fraternally 
he  is  connected  with  Capital  Lodge,  No.  no,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.  He  possesses 
strong  social  proclivities  and  is  an  active  member  of  the  Grant,  Des  Moines, 
and  Golf  and  Country  Clubs.  Depending  upon  his  own  capabilities  ever  since  boy¬ 
hood,  he  has  steadily  advanced  in  business  responsibility  and  is  recognized  as 
one  of  the  thoroughly  capable  insurance  managers  of  the  country.  The  ability 
with  which  he  fills  his  position  is  demonstrated  by  the  remarkable  success  during 
recent  years  of  the  Bankers  Accident  Company,  and  he  has  received  the  sub¬ 
stantial  reward  of  wisely  directed  effort. 


ALBERT  HENRY  COREY. 

Fraternal  insurance  has  been  a  growing  force  in  the  business  of  this  country 
for  a  number  of  years.  It  is  founded  upon  a  substantial  basis  that  looks  to  the 
benefit  of  the  many  rather  than  to  the  few  and  has,  therefore,  received  the  co¬ 
operation  and  indorsement  of  many  patrons.  Among  the  strong  and  growing 
organizations  of  this  character  in  Iowa  is  that  known  as  the  Homesteaders,  of 
which  Albert  H.  Corey  is  now  the  supreme  secretary,  giving  his  attention  ex¬ 
clusively  to  the  upbuilding  of  the  order. 

He  was  born  in  Galesburg,  Michigan,  March  30,  1869,  and  his  youthful  ex¬ 
periences  to  the  age  of  thirteen  years  were  such  as  usually  fall  to  the  lot  of 
boys  who  are  reared  upon  farms.  His  parents  were  Truman  C.  and  Katherine 
M.  (Klice)  Corey,  both  of  whom  are  now  deceased.  The  family  consisted  of 
five  children,  of  whom  Albert  H.  Corey  was  the  fourth  in  order  of  birth.  The 
family  is  of  Scotch-English  lineage  on  "the  paternal  side.  Three  brothers  of  the 
name  came  to  America  at  an  early  period  in  the  colonization  of  the  new  world 
and  settled  in  Rhode  Island.  Representatives  of  the  family  were  also  numbered 
among  the  patriots  of  the  Revolutionary  army.  The  mother’s  people  were  of 
German  extraction  and  originally  settled  in  New  York. 

After  leaving  the  farm,  when  a  lad  of  thirteen,  Albert  H.  Corey  spent  two 
years  as  a  student  in  the  public  schools  of  Linneus,  Missouri,  devoting  a  part  of 
that  time  to  the  mastery  of  the  branches  of  learning  taught  in  the  high  school. 
The  necessity  of  providing  for  his  own  support,  however,  seemed  dominant  and 
putting  aside  his  text-books,  he  was  apprenticed  to  learn  telegraphy  and  for  ten 
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years  thereafter  gave  his  attention  to  the  profession,  being  employed  during  a 
part  of  the  time  as  train  dispatcher  on  the  Burlington  system.  He  was  located 
during  that  period  at  Moulton  and  at  Keokuk,  Iowa,  and  remained  in  the  service 
of  the  Chicago,  Burlington  &  Quincy  Railroad  Company  until  1896.  In  the 
latter  year  he  became  connected  with  the  banking  business  at  New  Cambria. 
Macon  county,  Missouri,  as  cashier  and  director  of  the  New  Cambria  State 
Bank,  with  which  he  was  associated  until  1903.  He  then  took  charge  of  the 
Moulton  State  Savings  Bank  and  while  there  organized  the  Exline  Savings 
Bank  of  Exline,  Iowa,  of  which  he  became  vice  president  and  director,  continuing 
in  official  connection  with  the  banking  business  until  1908.  He  still  remains  a 
stockholder  in  both  banks,  but  is  not'  active  in  the  management  at  the  present 
time.  In  1906  he  came  to  Des  Moines  to  accept  the  position  of  supreme  secre¬ 
tary  of  the  Homesteaders,  a  fraternal  insurance  organization  which  had  just 
been  formed.  This  position  he  has  since  filled,  bending  his  best  energies  toward 
the  growth  and  development  of  the  business. 

On  the  21st  of  October,  1890,  at  Moulton,  Iowa,  Mr.  Corey  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Miss  Matilda  M.  Singley,  a  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  George  W. 
Singley,  who  were  among  the  early  settlers  of  Moulton  and  prominent  in  the 
public  life  and  social  affairs  of  that  community.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Corey  have  one 
daughter,  Mary  Christine,  who  was  born  in  New  Cambria,  in  January,  1895. 
The  parents  are  members  of  the  Presbyterian  church,  in  the  work  of  which 
they  take  active  and  helpful  interest.  Mr.  Corey  has  been  superintendent  of 
the  Sunday  school  and  was  state  vice  president  of  the  International  Sunday 
School  Association  of  Missouri.  He  was  also  county  superintendent  of  the 
Sunday  School  Association  of  Macon  county,  Missouri,  for  several  years  and 
township  superintendent  of  Moulton  for  a  number  of  years.  He  is  now  super¬ 
intendent  of  the  Sunday  school  in  Des  Moines  and  is  one  of  the  elders  of  the 
church.  His  labors  are  untiringly  in  behalf  of  his  denomination  and  constitute 
a  strong  element  in  the  growth  and  upbuilding  of  the  church. 

While  living  in  New  Cambria  he  served  as  mayor  of  the  city  in  1898  and 
1899  and  gave  to  the  city  a  public-spirited  and  beneficial  administration.  In 
politics  he  is  a  progressive  republican  but  not  of  the  insurgent  class.  Fraternally 
he  is  connected  with  the  Masons  of  Moulton,  Iowa,  also  the  Odd  Fellows  lodge 
of  that  place,  with  the  Improved  Order  of  Red  Men  of  Des  Moines,  the  Mod¬ 
ern  Woodmen  of  America,  the  Woodmen  of  the  World,  the  Modern  Brother¬ 
hood  of  America,  the  Yeomen  and  the  Homesteaders,  all  of  Des  Moines.  His 
life  has  been  one  of  untiring  activity,  largely  devoted  to  organization  work  in 
connection  with  financial  enterprises,  secret  societies  or  the  church.  He  started 
out  in  life  a  poor  boy,  being  dependent  upon  his  own  resources  from  the  age  of 
fifteen  years.  At  one  time  he  was  the  youngest  telegraph  operator  in  the  coun¬ 
try.  His  advancement  is  attributable  entirely  to  his  own  labors,  his  close  applica¬ 
tion  and  fidelity,  and  the  real  secret  of  his  success  is  found  in  the  fact  that 
intelligent  industry  has  been  directed  by  the  most  straightforward  and  honorable 
principles. 


FRANK  W.  BERG. 

By  applying  himself  industriously  to  his  business  and  by  taking  a  wise  ad¬ 
vantage  of  circumstances  as  they  were  presented  Frank  W.  Berg  has  forged  his 
way  to  a  responsible  position  as  secretatry  and  treasurer  of  the  Bolton  Transfer 
Company,  one  of  the  well  established  concerns  of  Des  Moines.  He  is  a  native 
of  this  city,  born  October  g,  1875,  and  a  son  of  John  and  Celia  Berg,  both  of 
whom  were  born  in  Sweden.  After  their  marriage  they  migrated  to  the  new 
world  in  1866  and  spent  several  years  at  Galesburg.  Illinois,  where  Mr.  Berg 
engaged  in  the  tailoring  business.  He  then  went  to  Independence,  Iowa,  and 
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continued  at  his  trade,  subsequently  arriving  in  Des  Moines.  Here  he  found  em¬ 
ployment  at  railroad  work,  and  later  with  the  Redhead  Coal  Company,  con¬ 
tinuing  with  that  concern  for  eight  years.  He  served  for  one  year  as  janitor  of 
the  statehouse  and  then  became  a  member  of  the  police  force,  upon  which  he 
remained  for  twelve  and  one-half  years.  Retiring  from  this  position,  he  entered 
the  saloon  business,  in  which  occupation  he  is  now  engaged.  The  mother  is  also 
living. 

Frank  W.  Berg  was  reared  in  this  city  and  possessed  the  advantages  of  at¬ 
tendance  at  the  public  school.  Upon  leaving  school  he  entered  the  employ  of 
the  Des  Moines  Soap  Company  and  continued  with  various  departments  of  that 
company  for  ten  years.  He  then  accepted  a  position  with  the  Bolton  Transfer 
Company  and  in  this  business  found  a  congenial  occupation,  to  which  he  has 
ever  since  given  his  attention.  On  April  i,  1911,  he  associated  with  Edward 
Crawford  in  the  purchase  of  the  business,  the  headquarters  being  located  on 
East  Fifth  street,  between  Locust  street  and  Grand  avenue.  The  company  is 
incorporated  and  Mr.  Berg  is  its  secretary  and  treasurer,  this  being  one  of  the 
most  important  transfer  companies  of  Des  Moines. 

On  the  23d  day  of  October,  1905,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Mayme  E.  Mc- 
Nerney,  a  daughter  of  Patrick  McNerney,  who  came  to  America  from  Ireland 
and  located  in  Des  Moines  in  1865.  He  followed  the  railroad  business  for  forty- 
five  years  and  died  November  25,  1908.  Mrs.  McNerney  was  called  away  in- 
1881.  One  child,  John  Francis,  who  is  now  five  years  of  age,  has  been  born  to 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Berg.  In  religious  faith  he  gives  his  adherence  to  the  Lutheran 
church,  while  his  wife  is  a  sincere  member  of  the  Catholic  church,  in  which 
faith  she  was  reared.  Politically  he  supports  the  republican  party.  Mr.  Berg  has 
from  his  early  years  been  active  and  efficient  in  everything  his  hands  found  to 
do,  and  his  success^  is  largely  to  be  ascribed  to  this  fact.  Judging  by  what  he 
has  accomplished,  his  friends  are  confident  that  there  is  in  store  for  him  a  bright 
future  in  the  business  world. 


WAYLAND  C.  BALLARD. 

Wayland  C.  Ballard,  one  of  the  most  prominent  and  successful  insurance 
men  of  Des  Moines,  was  born  at  Cleveland,  Ohio,  October  25,  1858,  and  for 
nearly  thirty  years  has  been  a  resident  of  this  city.  He  is  a  son  of  C.  T.  and 
Janet  (Morrison)  Ballard,  the  former  a  native  of  New  York  and  the  latter  of 
Scotland.  The  father  passed  a  large  part  of  his  life  at  Cleveland,  Ohio,  and 
attained  considerable  prominence  in  that  city.  He  engaged  in  the  fire  insurance 
business,  and  after  the  organization  of  the  republican  party  was  one  of  its  active 
promoters  in  northern  Ohio. 

He  was  appointed  collector  of  customs  at  Cleveland  prior  to  the  Civil  war. 
At  that  time  it  was  customary  for  the  collectors  to  carry  the  government  money 
to  Washington  and  there  deposit  it  in  the  national  treasury.  The  subject  of 
this  review,  then  a  small  boy,  accompanied  his  father  on  one  of  these  trips.  He 
has  .a  remarkably  clear  recollection  of  President  Lincoln  and  of  the  president 
patting  him  upon  the  head  and  giving  him  some  money  with  which  to  buy  candy. 
He  recalls  his  impressions  of  the  martyred  president  with  just  pride.  Mr.  Bal¬ 
lard,  Sr.,  came  to  Des  Moines  in  1881  as  adjuster  for  a  number  of  large  fire 
insurance  companies  and  remained  in  this  city  for  five  years.  He  was  a  well 
educated  man  and  before  entering  the  fire  insurance  business  engaged  in  teach¬ 
ing,  serving  as  principal  of  the  first  high  school  at  Chicago  in  1844. 

Mr.  Ballard,  of  this  review,  attended  the  public  schools  of  Cleveland  and 
Chicago  and  was  also  a  student  of  Lake  Forest  University.  On  account  of  the 
ill  health  of  members  of  the  family  he  accompanied  them  to  central  Kansas, 


390 


CITY  OF  DES  MOINES  AND  POLK  COUNTY 


where  he  spent  several  years.  In  1882  he  arrived  in  Des  Moines  and  entered  the 
hre  insurance  business  as  cashier  of  the  State  Insurance  Company.  Subsequently 
he  organized  the  Polk  County  Building  &  Loan  Association,  of  which  he  was 
elected  secretary.  This  concern  became  so  large  that  he  gave  up  his  position 
with  the  insurance  company  to  devote  his  entire  time  to  the  building  and  loan 
association.  It  was  a  great  success  and  assisted  very  materially  in  the  develop¬ 
ment  of  Des  Moines.  In  1905  he  took  up  local  agency  work  in  Des  Moines 
and  has  since  represented  many  of  the  leading  fire  insurance  companies  of  the 
world.  He  has  been  very  active  in  promoting  insurance  interests  and  in  1909 
was  elected  secretary  of  the  local  association  of  fire  insurance  agents  of  Iowa, 
being  elected  president  of  the  association  in  1910.  He  has  also  been  for  fifteen 
years  past  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  Capital  City  Investment  Company. 

In  May,  1882,  at  Lyons,  Kansas,  Mr.  Ballard  was  married  to  Miss  Lottie  E. 
Gleadall,  who  was  born  in  Illinois  and  has  proven  -to  him  a  faithful  and  loving 
companion.  In  politics  Mr.  Ballard  affiliates  with  the  republican  party.  He  is  a 
member  of  Capital  Lodge,  No.  no,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  is  also  connected  with 
the  Commercial,  Des  Moines  and  Hyperion  Clubs,  and  also  with  the  Eureka 
Club,  the  latter  being  the  oldest  social  organization  in  the  city.  Pleasing  in 
address  and  genial  in  manner,  he  is  highly  popular  wherever  known  and  is 
rightly  regarded  as  one  of  the  most  useful  men  of  the  city. 


PORTERFIELD  KRAUTH  WITMER. 

Porterfield  Krauth  Witmer,  recognized  as  one  of  the  leading  insurance  brok¬ 
ers  of  Des  Moines,  which  position  he  has  steadily  attained  through  persistent 
effort  and  a  thorough  mastery  of  all  the  phases  of  his  business  in  both  principle 
and  detail,  was  born  in  Thompsontown,  Pennsylvania,  March  21,  1871.  The  Wit¬ 
mer  family  is  of  German  lineage  and  was  first  established  on  American  soil  in 
Northumberland  county,  Pennsylvania.  His  father,  the  Rev.  Charles  Witmer,  a 
Lutheran  minister,  was  born  in  Northumberland  county,  September  1,  1819,  and 
died  July  22,  1884.  He  had  come  to  Des  Moines  in  the  previous  year  and 
passed  away  at  the  age  of  sixty-four  years  and  ten  months.  His  wife,  who  bore 
the  maiden  name  of  Mary  H.  Smith,  was  born  in  Emmitsburg,  Maryland,  Jan¬ 
uary  18,  1830,  and  died  at  Middleport,  Ohio,  March  30,  1883.  Her  father  has 
long  since  passed  away,  his  death  occurring  April  15,  1847,  at  the  age  of  fifty-five 
years,  three  months  and  twenty-one  days,  but  Mrs.  Smith  survived  her  daughter 
Mrs.  Witmer  and  died  June  10,  1884,  at  the  age  of  eighty  years,  eight  months 
and  fifteen  days. 

Both  the  paternal  grandparents  of  P.  K.  Witmer  reached  a  ripe  old  age,  the 
grandfather,  George  Witmer,  dying  in  November,  1876,  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
eight  years,  while  his  wife  died  in  January,  1885,  at  the  age  of  seventy-five.  The 
marriage  of  Charles  Witmer  and  Mary  Helen  Smith  was  celebrated  in  Emmits¬ 
burg,  Maryland,  in  1858,  and  they  became  the  parents  of  five  children:  Marion 
Lilly,  who  was  born  August  13,  i860,  and  died  September  24,  1863;  Mary 
Emma,  who  was  born  August  6,  1862,  and  died  May  2.  1864;  Charles  Ernest,  born 
December  21,  1868;  Porterfield  Krauth,  born  March  21,  1871;  and  Samuel  Mot- 
ter  born  June  14,  1872. 

Porterfield  K.  Witmer  pursued  his  education  in  the  public  schools  of  Roseville 
and  Middleport,  Ohio,  and  of  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  prior  to  entering  Thiel  Col¬ 
lege,  of  Greenville,  Pennsylvania,  where  he  pursued  the  regular  course.  Leav¬ 
ing  college  at  the  age  of  twenty  years,  he  took  a  position  in  the  Savery  Hotel  at 
Des  Moines,  where  he  remained  for  about  a  year.  His  next  position  was  with 
the  Des  Moines  Gas  Company,  for  one  year.  In  1893  he  joined  with  his  brother 
Charles  E.  Witmer  in  forming  a  partnership  for  the  conduct  of  a  general  insur- 
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ance  business,  the  firm  being  known  as  Witmer  &  Witmer.  They  were  first 
located  at  No.  606  West  Locust,  but  later  removed  to  416  West  Fourth  street, 
there  securing  larger  and  more  commodious  quarters.  The  partnership  continued 
four  years  when  Mr.  Witmer  purchased  his  brother’s  interest  and  became  sole 
owner.  In  May,  1897,  Porterfield  Krauth  Witmer  formed  a  partnership  with 
Benjamin  Franklin  Kauffman  for  the  conduct  of  a  general  insurance  and  real- 
estate  business  under  the  firm  name  of  Witmer  &  Kauffman,  and  which  is  now 
located  in  the  Manhattan  building,  Des  Moines.  They  are  recognized  as  one  of 
the  leading  insurance  and  real-estate  firms  of  Iowa.  They  represent  many  of 
the  old  line  leading  companies  of  this  and  other  countries  and  have  an  extensive 
and  gratifying  clientele.  Aside  from  his  insurance  business  Mr.  Witmer  is  a 
director  of  the  Iowa  Drug  Company  and  vice  president  of  the  Savery  House 
Hotel  Company,  well  known  enterprises  of  Des  Moines. 

On  the  10th  of  June,  1903,  at  Wheeling,  West  Virginia,  Mr.  Witmer  was 
married  to  Miss  Flora  E.  Stifel,  daughter  of  William  F.  and  Emma  (Schandein) 
Stifel,  both  natives  of  Wheeling,  West  Virginia,  of  which  city  her  family  are 
prominent  residents. 

In  politics  Mr.  Witmer  is  independent,  supporting  men  and  measures  rather 
than  party.  Lie  is  eligible  to  membership  in  the  Sons  of  the  American  Revolu¬ 
tion  because  both  his  paternal  and  maternal  ancestry  were  represented  in  the 
war  for  independence.  He  has  never  affiliated  with  secret  societies,  but  is  a 
member  of  the  Golf  and  Country,  Hyperion  Field  and  Motor  Clubs,  the  Commer¬ 
cial  and  the  New  Des  Moines  Clubs,  while  his  religious  faith  is  indicated  by  his 
membership  in  the  Lutheran  church.  He  is  a  typical  man  of  the  period,  alert 
and  enterprising,  watchful  of  opportunities  pointing  to  success  and  at  all  times 
recognizing  the  fact  that  straightforward  dealing  is  ever  a  recommendation  for 
patronage. 


AMELIA  MORTON. 

One  of  the  greatest  powers  for  good  in  America  today  is  the  teacher  of  the 
public  school  who  recognizes  the  personal  needs  of  her  pupils  and  realizes  that 
the  most  essential  lessons  of  life  are  those  not  to  be  found  within  the  covers  of 
a  text-book.  Of  such  as  these  is  Amelia  Morton,  the  present  head  of  the 
Hubbell  school.  She  is  a  native  of  Ohio  and  a  daughter  of  William  and  Lu¬ 
cinda  (Cook)  Morton,  being  descended  on  the  paternal  side  from  the  Morton 
and  Cotton  families  who  migrated  to  Plymouth  colony  from  England  in  1623. 
These  names  are  very  familiar  to  every  student  of  American  history,  as  both 
families  played  a  prominent  part,  not  only  in  colonial  history,  but  in  the  Revo¬ 
lution  and  the  wai  of  1812,  after  which  they  became  scattered,  some  going  to 
New  York  and  others  even  farther  west. 

Mr.  Morton  passed  away  while  his  daughter  was  yet  a  child,  and  after 
graduating  from  the  Toledo  high  school  and  fitting  herself  for  the  Vocation  of 
teaching  Miss  Morton  and  her  mother  came  to  Iowa,  locating  in  Des  Moines 
in  1880.  Hei  first  position  here  was  that  of  teacher  of  the  sixth  grade  of  the 
Irving  school,  which  position  she  filled  for  one  year,  at  the  expiration  of  which 
time  she  was  given  charge  of  the  seventh  and  eighth  grades  of  the  same  school. 
After  serving  four  years  in  the  latter  capacity  she  was  advanced  to  the  principal- 
ship  her  ability  as  a  teacher,  as  well  as  her  personality  and  influence  over  the 
pupils  during  hei  five  years  of  service,  having  won  the  recognition  which  made 
the  board  of  education  feel  she  was  most  ably  qualified  for  that  position. 

Miss  Morton  is  an  advocate  of  the  more  progressive  ideas  of  pedagogy  be¬ 
lieving  that  the  inculcation  of  right  ideas  of  living  and  life,  as  well  as  the  in¬ 
dividual  s  duty  to  society,  are  of  paramount  importance.  She  feels  that  in  many 
instances  the  child  spends  much  time  and  strength  in  the  study  of  the  nonessen- 
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tial,  while  they  are  often-times  left  in  absolute  ignorance  of  the  most  vital  things 
of  life.  Prepare  the  boys  and  girls  to  meet  the  temptations  which  beset  them 
on  every  side  and  reformatories  will  not  be  necessary.  To  ignorance  and  not 
vicious  tendencies  she  attributes  the  majority  of  those  bitter  experiences  which 
darken  the  child’s  life  and  cast  a  shadow  over  the  home;  a  wrong  knowledge  of 
life  and  perverted  ideas  resulting  from  a  child’s  natural  curiosity. 

Miss  Morton  also  feels  that  greater  care  and  discretion  should  be  shown  in 
the  choice  of1  teachers,  especially  for  the  grammar  grades.  In  many  instances 
the  vocation  of  teaching,  particularly  among  women,  is  looked  upon  as  mereb 
a  temporary  and  genteel  way  of  earning  a  livelihood,  its  only  essentials  beinr 
the  ability  to  impart  knowledge  and  maintain  discipline,  while  in  reality  these 
are  really  the  lesser  qualities.  The  personality  of  the  teacher,  her  interest,  not 
only  in  her  work  but  in  the  pupils  collectively  and  individually,  as  well  as  her 
attitude  toward  life,  forming  the  greatest  factors  in  the  moral  development  of 
the  coming  generations.  Doubtless  Miss  Morton’s  great  mission  in  life  is 
demonstrated  in  her  work  with  young  girls.  Her  high,  yet  thoroughly  practical 
ideas  of  a  woman’s  duties  and  responsibilities,  which  she  has  ever  tried  to 
instill  in  every  girl  whose  privilege  it  has  been  to  come  under  her  influence,  are 
most  commendable.  She  feels  that  a  teacher's  duty  toward  her  pupils  neither 
begins  nor  ends  in  the  school  room.  She  should  have  a  knowledge  of  their  life 
outside,  in  the  home  and  the  social  circle,  their  interests  and  ambitions  bringing 
her  into  that  closer  intimacy  which  is  needed  if  she  fulfills  her  moral  duty,  the 
responsibilities  of  which  are  far  greater  than  the  fulfillment  of  the  terms  of  her 
contract.  . 

A  universal  interest  in  her  fellow  beings  has  made  of  Miss  Morton  an  en¬ 
thusiastic  club  woman.  She  is  affiliated  with  the  Des  Moines  Woman’s  Club,  the 
Federation  of  Clubs,  the  Professional  Women’s  League,  Froebel  Association 
and  the  State  Teachers  Association.  She  also  holds  membership  in  the  Presbv- 
terian  church  and  for  many  years  taught  a  class  in  the  Sunday  school.  During 
the  long  period  of  her  service  in  the  city  schools  she  has  made  many  friends 
not  only  among  her  pupils  and  fellow  workers,  but  in  the  community  generally 
and  by  all  she  is  accorded  the  regard  and  esteem,  which  her  high  ideals  and 
noble  purpose  in  life  justly  merit. 


THOMAS  FLYNN. 

Many  of  the  sterling  characteristics  of  the  Celtic  race  found  exemplifica¬ 
tion  in  the  life  record  of  Thomas  Flynn,  who  was  born  in  County  Waterford, 
Ireland,  March  25,  1838,  and  passed  away  on  the  15th  of  June,  1909,  when  sev¬ 
enty-one  years  of  age.  His  parents  were  Martin  and  Catherine  (Crotty)  Flynn, 
both  representatives  of  old  and  distinguished  families  of  the  Emerald  isle.  Both 
the  father  and  mother  were  born  in  County  Waterford  and  the  former  was  very 
extensively  engaged  in  stock-raising  until  1848,  when  he  sailed  for  America,  tak¬ 
ing  up  his  abode  in  New  York.  The  eldest  son,  Dennis,  remained  in  Ireland 
and  reared  a  family.  There  were  altogether  eight  children  in  the  family  of 
Martin  Flynn,  Sr.,  the  others  being  as  follows :  Mary,  the  wife  of  Patrick  Hack- 
ett,  of  Norristown,  Pennsylvania,  both  of  whom  are  now  deceased ;  John,  for¬ 
merly  a  railroad  contractor,  who  later  turned  his  attention  to  farming  in  Walnut 
township,  Polk  county,  and  whose  death  occurred  in  October,  1891 ;  Bridget,  who 
married  Patrick  Cushing,  of  Pennsylvania  and  removed  to  Missouri  where  Mrs. 
Cushing  died  in  1859;  Patrick,  the  only  one  of  the  family  living,  a  resident  of 
Decatur  county,  Iowa,  where  he  is  a  prominent  agriculturist  and  is  the  father  of 
nine  children ;  Martin,  a  railroad  contractor  of  prominence,  who  was  associated 
with  his  brother  Thomas  and  afterward  became  a  resident  of  Walnut  township, 
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Polk  county,  where  he  was  engaged  extensively  in  general  farming  and  stock- 
raising,  making  a  specialty  of  fine  blooded  hogs  and  high  grade  cattle  up  to  the 
time  of  his  death  and  of  whom  extended  mention  is  made  elsewhere  in  this  vol¬ 
ume ;  and  Catherine,  who  became  the  wife  of  David  O’Rourke,  a  railroad  con¬ 
tractor,  both  of  whom  are  deceased.  They  left  five  children,  now  residing  at 
Omaha,  Nebraska. 

Thomas  Flynn  spent  the  first  fourteen  years  of  his  life  in  the  land  of  his 
nativity  and  then,  accompanied  by  his  brother  Martin,  went  to  Westmoreland 
county,  Pennsylvania,  in  1852,  where  he  met  his  parents.  Entering  business 
circles  he  became  connected  with  railroad  contracting  and  his  first  engagement 
was  with  the  Pennsylvania  Central  Railroad.  After  coming  west  he  built  many 
miles  of  railroad  in  the  states  of  Iowa,  Illinois,  Wisconsin  and  Nebraska,  and 
after  residing  in  Dubuque  for  a  short  time  he  took  up  his  abode  in  Anamosa. 
While  there  living  he  executed  a  contract  on  the  construction  of  the  Dubuque 
&  Southwestern  Railroad,  continuing  at  that  place  until  1859,  when  he  became 
connected  with  the  Des  Moines  Valley  Railroad.  At  about  that  time  in  com¬ 
pany  with  his  brothers  he  invested  in  lands  in  Monroe  county,  Iowa,  and  it  was 
upon  the  farm  there  that  his  parents  lived  during  their  declining  years,  the  father 
passing  away  in  i860,  while  the  mother  survived  until  1864. 

In  the  years  i860  and  1861  Thomas  Flynn  was  engaged  in  the  construction 
of  the  Chicago  &  Northwestern  Railroad,  after  which  he  joined  his  parents  in 
Monroe  county.  A  year  later,  however,  he  resumed  his  railroad  work  with  the 
Chicago,  Rock  Island  &  Pacific  Company,  representing  that  corporation  until 
1865,  when  he  went  to  Nebraska  in  the  service  of  the  Union  Pacific  Railroad 
Company.  Two  years  later  he  entered  into  a  contract  with  the  Chicago  & 
Northwestern  and  subsequently  aided  in  the  construction  of  the  Chicago,  Rock 
Island  &  Pacific  to  Council  Bluffs.  Comparatively  few  lines  in  the  middle  west 
have  not  benefitted  by  his  labors.  He  was  engaged  in  building  the  Des  Moines 
Valley  Railroad  to  Fort  Dodge  and  afterward  superintended  the  construction  of 
the  southwest  division  of  the  Chicago,  Rock  Island  &  Pacific  between  Washington 
and  Sigourney,  Iowa.  On  that  branch  of  the  Wisconsin  Central  from  Stevens 
Point  to  the  pineries  he  did  construction  work.  This  was  a  most  difficult  task 
and  required  great  courage.  Mr.  Flynn  was  for  many  years  regarded  as  the 
leading  railroad  builder  of  the  middle  west,  thoroughly  understanding  the  great 
scientific  principles  which  constituted  the  basis  of  his  efficiency  and  success. 
At  length  he  terminated  his  connection  with  building  operations  to  engage  in  farm¬ 
ing  and  on  his  retirement  from  the  former  field  of  labor  he  concluded  a  service 
that  was  of  marked  value  in  railway  construction  in  the  middle  west. 

In'  1870  Mr.  Flynn  took  up  his  abode  in  Walnut  township,  Polk  county, 
upon  the  farm  which  continued  to  be  his  place  of  residence  until  his  life’s  labors 
were  ended  in  death.  He  brought  to  the  cultivation  of  his  place  the  same  spirit 
of  thoroughness  and  accuracy,  of  progressiveness  and  enterprise  that  character¬ 
ized  him  in  railway  building.  He  did  not  take  an  active  part  in  politics,  but  was 
deeply  interested  in  the  advancement  of  moral,  intellectual  and  religious  affairs 
and  sought  the  welfare  and  improvement  of  his  adopted  country  in  every  way. 

In  October,  1872,  Mr.  Flynn  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Mary  Collins,  a 
native  of  New  York  and  a  daughter  of  Miles  and  Kate  Collins,  who  were  born 
in  County  Clare,  Ireland.  Their  family  numbered  four  children,  of  whom  Mrs. 
Flynn  was  the  eldest.  Kate,  the  second  daughter,  became  the  wife  of  Peter 
Toner,  of  California.  Miles,  a  resident  of  East  Des  Moines,  was  a  railroad 
man,  whose  death  occurred  in  Des  Moines  in  1906.  Lizzie,  the  youngest  of 
the  family  is  now  deceased,  and  to  her  is  due  the  present  site  of  Mercy  Hospital. 

Two  children  were  born  unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Flynn.  Catherine  B.,  the  elder, 
born  December  5,  1873,  is  a  graduate  of  St.  Joseph’s  Academy  of  Des  Moines 
and  is  now  the  wife  of  Michael  Hackett,  of  Walnut  township,  by  whom  she  has 
one  child,  Marv  Catherine.  The  younger  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thomas 
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Flynn  was  Mary,  who  died  when  but  six  months  old.  Her  birth  caused  the 
mother’s  death  and  Mr.  Flynn  afterward  married  Annie  Duffy,  whom  he  wedded 
on  the  2'5th  of  April,  1876.  She  was  born  in  November,  1837,  and  was  one  of 
twelve  children  whose  parents,  James  and  Mary  (Swift)  Duffy,  were  natives 
of  County  Meath,  Ireland.  Mr.  Duffy  was  an  architect  and  builder  and  followed 
his  chosen  occupation  in  Ireland  until  1851,  when  he  sought  the  opportunities 
offered  in  America.  For  some  years  he  was  a  resident  of  New  York,  where  he 
carried  on  business  in  partnership  with  his  sons,  John  and  Patrick.  At  length 
he  removed  to  Dubuque,  Iowa,  but  ill  health  forced  him  to  retire  from  such 
arduous  labor  and  he  engaged  in  bookkeeping,  accounting  and  literary  work. 
He  was  correspondent  to  the  Dublin  Nation  while  in  Utica,  New  York.  His 
death  occurred  in  January,  1861,  when  he  had  reached  the  age  of  sixty-three 
years,  and  in  April,  1864,  his  widow,  Mrs.  Duffy,  came  to  Des  Moines,  her  last 
days  being  spent  in  the  home  of  her  daughter,  Mrs.  Thomas  Flynn,  where  her 
death  occurred  March  30,  1879,  when  she  was  seventy-five  years  of  age. 

Mrs.  Flynn,  the  second  wife  of  our  subject,  died  in  August,  1901.  She  was 
a  devoted  member  of  the  Catholic  church  and  was  a  lady  of  very  generous  na¬ 
ture,  ably  supplementing  her  husband  in  the  many  charities  which  constituted 
an  important  factor  in  his  life.  He  was  himself  a  self-made  man,  with  little 
opportunity  for  acquiring  an  education.  The  difficulties  and  obstacles  which  he 
encountered  awakened  in  him  a  desire  to  help  his  fellowmen  as  far  as  possible, 
and  he  resolved  also  to  give  his  daughter  liberal  educational  advantages.  He 
was  a  man  of  strong  purpose,  of  laudable  ambition,  of  well  balanced  mind  and 
of  unceasing  energy.  When  obstacles  or  difficulties  arose  in  his  path  they 
seemed  to  serve  as  an  impetus  for  renewed  effort  and  determination  on  his  part. 
No  one  ever  questioned  his  integrity  for  his  name  was  synonymous  with  honesty. 
A  contemporary  biographer  said  of  him :  “He  was  quiet,  reserved,  a  man  of 
sterling  worth,  cordial  in  manner,  at  all  times  approachable,  genial  in  disposition 
and  gentlemanly  in  deportment.”  The  clearly  defined  and  many  sterling  traits 
of  his  character  were  the  factors  which  won  for  him  an  enviable  position  in 
the  regard  of  his  friends  and  made  his  death  the  occasion  of  deep  and  wide¬ 
spread  regret. 


JERRY  B.  SULLIVAN. 

Jerry  B.  Sullivan,  a  prominent  attorney  of  Des  Moines,  has  been  engaged  in 
the  practice  of  law  for  almost  three  decades.  His  birth  occurred  at  Mount 
Pleasant,  Iowa,  on  the  1st  of  January,  1859,  his  parents  being  Stephen  and  Mary 
(Brosnahan)  Sullivan,  both  of  wThom  were  natives  of  Ireland.  The  father  was 
one  of  a  family  of  four  children,  two  sons  and  two  daughters.  He  and  his 
brother  were  the  only  ones  to  emigrate  to  America,  however,  the  latter  being 
Jerry  Sullivan,  an  agriculturist  by  occupation.  It  was  about  1856  that  Stephen 
Sullivan  and  his  wife  crossed  the  Atlantic  to  the  United  States,  settling  in 
Mount  Pleasant,  Iowa.  The  father  of  our  subject  was  a  laborer  in  Ireland  but 
after  coming  to  the  new  world  he  turned  his  attention  to  general  agricultural 
pursuits.  In  1873  the  family  home  was  established  in  Union  county,  Iowa,  where 
Stephen  Sullivan  died  April  4,  1911.  His  wife  was  called  to  her  final  rest  in 
1910.  They  were  the  parents  of  three  children,  namely:  Jerry  B.,  of  this  re¬ 
view;  Hannah,  the  deceased  wife  of  Albert  Leininger,  of  Afton,  Iowa;  and 
Margaret,  who  has  also  passed  away. 

Jerry  B.  Sullivan  pursued  his  early  education  in  the  common  schools  of 
Afton,  Union  county,  and  subsequently  entered  the  law  office  of  Judge  J.  W. 
McDill  of  that  place,  reading  under  his  direction  for  three  years.  Judge  McDill 
was  at  one  time  United  States  senator  from  Iowa,  and  a  member  of  the  interstate 
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commerce  commission.  Mr.  Sullivan  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1882  and  began 
practice  in  Creston  as  a  member  of  the  firm  of  McDill  &  Sullivan,  which  part¬ 
nership  was  maintained  with  mutual  pleasure  and  profit  until  January  1,  1892, 
at  which  time  Judge  McDill  withdrew  from  the  firm  to  become  a  member  of 
the  interstate  commerce  commission. 

In  1904  Mr.  Sullivan  of  this  review  came  to  Des  Moines  and  formed  a  part¬ 
nership  with  John  B.  Sullivan,  who,  though  of  the  same  name,  is  no  relation. 
He  has  since  maintained  his  residence  in  this  city  and  enjoys  an  enviable  reputa¬ 
tion  as  a  successful  representative  of  the  legal  fraternity.  The  zeal  with  which 
he  has  devoted  his  energies  to  his  profession,  the  careful  regard  evinced  for  the 
interests  of  his  clients  and  an  assiduous  and  unrelaxing  attention  to  all  the  details 
of  his  cases,  have  brought  him  a  large  business  and  made  him  very  successful  in 
its  conduct.  He  was  formerly  a  director  of  the  Century  Fire  Insurance  Company 
of  Des  Moines  and  is  now  a  director  in  the  German  Savings  Bank  of  this  city. 

In  1886  Mr.  Sullivan  was  joined  in  wedlock  to  Miss  Martha  C.  Groves,  a 
daughter  of  Dr.  L.  S.  and  Mary  (Cherry)  Groves,  of  Afton,  Iowa.  Dr.  Groves 
is  still  actively  engaged  in  the  practice  of  medicine  at  Creston. 

Mr.  Sullivan  is  a  stanch  supporter  of  the  democracy  and  has  long  been 
recognized  as  a  leader  in  the  ranks  of  the  party.  In  1903  he  was  the  democratic 
candidate  for  governor  of  Iowa,  his  opponent  being  Senator  A.  B.  Cummins. 
He  was  a  delegate  at  large  to  the  democratic  convention  at  Denver,  Colorado,  in 
1908,  when  William  J.  Bryan  was  nominated.  In  1890  he  was  elected  city  at¬ 
torney  of  Creston,  Iowa,  holding  the  office  for  one  term.  His  fraternal  relations 
are  with  the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks  and  the  Knights  of  Co¬ 
lumbus,  while  in  religious  faith  both  he  and  his  wife  are  Catholics.  He  is  also 
a  member  of  the  Golf  and  Country  Club.  His  good  qualities,  and  they  are  many, 
have  strongly  endeared  him  to  those  with  whom  he  has  been  associated  and 
wherever  he  is  known  he  is  popular  with  a  large  circle  of  friends. 


WILLIAM  G.  TOWN. 

Among  the  successful  business  men  of  Des  Moines  should  be  named  'William 
G.  Town,  who,  ever  since  arriving  at  manhood,  has  been  identified  with  the  busi¬ 
ness  interests  of  this  city.  He  was  born  at  Elgin,  Illinois,  January  14,  1859,  and 
comes  of  a  well  known  family,  his  father,  John  Jay  Town,  having  been  organizer 
and  president  of  the  Valley  National  Bank  of  Des  Moines,  and  for  many  years 
a  leader  in  banking  circles  of  the  city.  The  father  was  a  native  of  Pennsylvania 
and  was  born  about  1826.  He  came  to  Des  Moines  in  1871  and  soon  gained  a 
high  place  in  financial  circles.  His  death  occurred  in  1907.  The  mother,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Esther  Graves,  was  born  in  Canandaigua,  New  York,  in  1829, 
and  died  in  1901.  There  were  three  children  in  the  family  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Town:  William  G.,  the  subject  of  this  review;  Louise,  now  the  wife  of  E.  D. 
Waldron  of  Elgin,  Illinois ;  and  Bessie,  widow  of  Walter  E.  Andrews,  who  was 
connected  with  the  Iowa  Leader,  now  the  Register  and  Leader,  and  also  one  of 
the  organizers  of  the  Western  Newspaper  Union. 

William  G.  Town  received  his  preliminary  education  in  the  public  schools 
and  after  graduating  from  the  Des  Moines  high  school  entered  the  Valley  Na¬ 
tional  Bank  as  a  clerk  and  soon  displayed  a  business  ability  that  gave  bright 
promise  for  his  future.  In  1885  he  gave  up  his  position  in  the  bank  and  for 
twelve  years  was  secretary  of  the  Capital  City  Ice  Company,  now  known  as  the 
Des  Moines  Ice  Company,  of  which  he  is  a  director  and  also  a  stockholder.  At 
the  present  time  he  is  owner  and  manager  of  the  Des  Moines  Bale  Tie  Com¬ 
pany,  which  is  one  of  the  substantial  concerns  of  the  city.  He  is  also  connected 
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with  several  other  business  enterprises  and  is  numbered  among  the  prosperous 
and  highly  respected  citizens  of  the  community. 

In  1906  Mr.  Town  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Ada  Racine  Cheney,  a 
native  of  Ohio  and  daughter  of  L.  M.  Cheney.  Politically  Mr.  Town  is  identified 
with  the  liberal  element  of  the  republican  party,  and  firmly  believes  that  the 
party  has  within  itself  the  ability  to  regulate  abuses  as  they  arise.  Fraternally, 
he  is  a  valued  member  of  he  Knights  of  Pythias,  and  in  religious  belief  his  fam¬ 
ily  gives  its  adherence  to  the  Presbyterian  church. 

He  is  of  Revolutionary  ancestry  and  has  two  sisters  who  are  members  of 
the  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution,  being  himself  eligible  to  member¬ 
ship  in  the  Sons  of  the  American  Revolution.  He  is  recognized  as  a  courageous, 
genial  and  capable  man,  always  alive  as  to  the  permanent  interests  of  the  com¬ 
munity  and  a  willing  worker  in  every  worthy  cause.  His  business  ability  in  a 
number  of  lines  has  been  fully  demonstrated  and  as  he  Fas  always  adhered  to  a 
high  standard  in  the  various,  relations  of  life,  he  retains  the  respect  of  all  to 
whom  he  is  known. 


WALTER  L.  TRUEBLOOD. 

One  of  the  representative  business  men  of  Des  Moines  is  Walter  L.  True¬ 
blood,  who  for  the  past  seven  years  has  had  charge  of  the  branch  house  of  the 
M.  Rumely  Company  in  this  city.  Although  a  native  of  Indiana  he  is  of  Puritan 
ancestry  in  the  paternal  line,  his  great-great-grandfather,  F.  Kenelepa  White 
Trueblood,  and  the  great-grandfather,  F.  Caleb  S.  Trueblood,  having  lived  and 
died  in  New  England,  but  the  grandfather,  Nathan  S.  Trueblood,  migrated  to 
Indiana  in  the  pioneer  days,  locating  in  Washington  county,  and  there  the  father, 
Jesse  Trueblood  was  born.  Mr.  Trueblood  was  a  well  known  fruit  grower  and 
horticulturist  of  that  section  of  Indiana  and  spent  his  entire  life  in  the  county 
where  he  was  born,  passing  away  on  the  old  homestead  of  his  father.  His  wife, 
who  prior  to  her  marriage  was  Chlorind  Letitia  Overman,  was  originally  of 
English  extraction,  her  ancestors  migrating  to  the  colonies  from  the  mother 
country  early  in  the  seventeenth  century.  Her  parents,  Samuel  and  Irene 
(Holhs)  Overman  were  among  the  pioneer  settlers  of  Indiana.  Mrs.  Trueblood 
is  still  surviving  and  continues  to  make  her  home  on  the  old  homestead  in  Wash¬ 
ington  county.  Ten  children  were  born  unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Trueblood,  those 
aside  from  our  subject  being:  Elmer,  who  is  a  railroad  agent  at  Willow  river, 
Minnesota ;  Luther,  a  farmer  in  Washington  county,  Indiana ;  Willard  A.,  who 
is  a  minister  in  Toronto,  Canada;  Oscar,  a  farmer,  now  a  resident  of  Idaho; 
Emmet,  teacher  of  manual  training  in  college  at  Westtown,  Pennsylvania;  Alma, 
who  married  Edward  Davis,  a  farmer,  of  Holt  county,  Missouri;  Jennie,  the 
wife  of  Dr.  Orr  Davis,  a  resident  of  the  same  place;  and  Irene  and  Mabel  True¬ 
blood,  both  of  whom  reside  with  their  mother  on  the  old  homestead  in  Indiana. 

Walter  L.  Trueblood  was  born  at  Salem,  Washington  county,  Indiana,  on 
the  8th  of  March,  i860,  acquiring  his  early  education  in  the  public  schools.  After 
completing  his  education  in  the  high  school  he  took  a  commercial  course  in  a 
business  college  at  Danville,  Indiana,  following  which  he  taught  for  two  years 
in  Washington  county.  He  subsequently  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  for 
a  time  but  deciding  that  he  preferred  a  commercial  career  he  obtained  a  position 
with  the  Geiser  Manufacturing  Company  of  Waynesboro,  Pennsylvania,  and  for 
seven  years  was  their  traveling  representative  in  the  states  of  Indiana,  Ohio  and 
Michigan,  during  which  time  he  was  very  successful  in  the  sale  of  heavy  farm¬ 
ing  machinery.  In  1897  he  was  given  the  management  of  the  branch  house  of 
the  Frick  Company  of  Waynesboro  in  Chicago,  continuing  to  be  identified  with 
that  company  until  1904,  at  which  time  he  resigned  his  position  to  accept  a  similar 
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one  with  the  M.  Rumely  Company  of  La  Porte,  Indiana,  taking  charge  of  their 
Des  Moines  branch.  Mr.  Trueblood  has  been  unusually  successful  since  locat¬ 
ing  here  and  has  established  an  excellent  business  for  the  company  and  one  which 
is  constantly  increasing.  Although  he  handles  a  very  superior  quality  of  farm¬ 
ing  implements  much  of  his  success  must  be  attributed  to  his  business  methods 
and  personality,  as  he  possesses  not  only  the  faculty  of  winning  patrons  but  of 
holding  them,  which  is  one  of  the  most  valuable  assets  of  the  business  man. 

On  the  22d  of  March,  1899,  Mr.  Trueblood  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Kathryn  Austerman  at  Milwaukee,  Wisconsin,  a  daughter  of  Albert  and  Sarah 
Austerman,  he  a  native  of  Germany  and  she  of  Pennsylvania.  Mrs.  Trueblood’s 
parents  were  married  in  Lancaster,  Pennsylvania,  following  which  they  removed 
to  Darke  county,  Ohio,  where  the  father  was  a  well  known  and  prosperous 
farmer.  Mr.  Trueblood  affiliates  with  the  Friends  church  and  the  Commercial 
Club  of  Des  Moines.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  United  Commercial  Travelers 
and  the  Iowa  State  Travelingmen’s  Association.  He  delights  in  hunting  and  fish¬ 
ing  and  all  outdoor  sports,  particularly  base  ball,  and  devotes  as  much  time  as  he 
can  spare  from  his  business  to  such  recreations  during  the  summer.  His  po¬ 
litical  support  he  always  accords  the  republican  party,  his  views  being  in  conso¬ 
nance  with  those  of  the  progressive  faction  of  that  body. 


FRED  A.  COPE. 

From  the  period  of  his  student  days  in  Des  Moines  down  to  the  present 
Fred  A.  Cope  has  enjoyed  an  enviable  reputation  for  progressive  citizenship 
and  for  reliability  in  business  and  official  connections.  He  is  now  filling  the 
office  of  justice  of  the  peace  in  Des  Moines  township.  He  was  born  in  Brook¬ 
lyn,  Iowa,  October  1,  1867.  His  father,  Benjamin  Cope,  a  well  known  rep¬ 
resentative  of  agricultural,  interests  in  Franklin  township,  this  county,  is  of 
English  lineage,  his  ancestry  in  America  being  traced  back  to  1700,  when  rep¬ 
resentatives  of  the  name  settled  in  West  Chester,  Pennsylvania.  Later  a  removal 
was  made  to  Morgan  and  afterward  to  Harrison  county,  Ohio,  and  in  the  latter 
county  Benjamin  Cope  was  born.  Subsequently  the  family  came  to  Muscatine 
county,  Iowa,  and  thus  for  many  years  Benjamin  Cope  has  been  identified  with 
the  agricultural  interests  and  development  of  the  state.  In  1871  he  came  to 
Polk  county,  settling  first  at  Mitchellville  and  since  1880  has  followed  farming 
in  Franklin  township.  He  married  Priscilla  G.  Moore,  a  native  of  Ohio  and 
also  of  English  extraction.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Benjamin  Cope  became  the  parents 
of  four  children:  Ulysses  Grant;  Fred  A.;  William  Henry;  and  Sarah  Ellen,  the 
wife  of  P.  M.  Whittaker,  a  resident  of  Minnesota. 

Fred  A.  Cope  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  and  the  seminary  of 
Mitchellville,  Iowa,  pursuing  his  course  there  to  the  age  of  twenty,  when,  in 
1887,  he  entered  Drake  University.  He  devoted  two  years  to  a  literary  course 
and  in  the  law  class  of  1899  was  graduated  with  the  LL.  B.  degree.  He  also 
pursued  a  business  course  in  the  Iowa  Business  College  and  the  degree  of 
Bachelor  of  Accounts  has  been  conferred  upon  him.  After  leaving  Drake  he 
was  nominated  and  elected  county  auditor  of  Polk  county  in  the  fall  of  1900 
and  filled  the  office  for  four  years,  having  been  reelected  upon  the  expiration  of 
his  first  term.  He  retired  from  the  position  as  he  had  entered  it — with  the 
confidence  and  good  will  of  all  concerned — and  after  an  interval  of  two  years 
was  again  elected  to  office  in  1906,  being  chosen  justice  of  the  peace  of  the  city 
of  Des  Moines  for  Des  Moines  township.  He  is  now  presiding  over  the  justice 
court  and  is  making  a  creditable  record  because  of  the  fairness  and  impartiality 
of  his  decisions,  as  well  as  the  promptness  with  which  he  dispatches  the  business 
of  the  court. 
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On  the  14th  of  November,  1900,  Mr.  Cope  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Grace  E.  Mackintosh,  a  daughter  of  Galloway  R.  Mackintosh,  a  native  of  Des 
Moines,  whose  family  were  early  settlers  of  the  city,  residing  here  since  the  ’60s. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cope  have  two  children:  Dorothy,  born  in  Des  Moines,  Au¬ 
gust  7,  1901 ;  and  Marjorie  A.,  born  September  20,  1903.  The  family  are  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  First  Baptist  church.  Mr.  Cope  finds  his  greatest  happiness  at  his 
own  fireside,  being  a  man  of  strongly  domestic  tastes.  He  is,  however,  a  pop¬ 
ular  member  of  different  fraternal  and  social  organizations.  He  belongs  to  the 
Drake  Law  Club,  the  Drake  Lawyers  Club,  the  Drake  University  Club,  the 
Waveland  Golf  Club  and  the  Grant  Club.  He  is  also  a  member  of  U.  S.  Grant 
Camp,  No.  108,  M.  W.  A.,  and  holds  membership  relations  with  Capital  Lodge, 
No.  no,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  Myrtle  Capital  Lodge,  No.  9,  K.  P.  In  politics  he 
has  always  been  a  supporter  of  the  republican  party  since  age  conferred  upon 
him  the  right  of  franchise  and  takes  an  active  interest  in  both  local  and  national 
politics.  In  fact,  he  is  a  well  informed  man,  not  only  on  political  problems  but 
also  upon  the  general  questions  of  the  day,  as  indicated  by  his  intelligent  dis¬ 
cussion  of  the  themes  which  are  engrossing  the  attention  of  thinking  men  of 
the  present. 


M.  E.  WHITE. 

It  requires  good  business  capacity  to  make  a  successful  dealer  in  real  estate 
and  the  boy  who  has  been  reared  upon  a  farm  is  more  liable  to  succeed  than 
one  reared  in  a  city.  The  country  boy  early  gains  practical  experience  as  to  the 
quality  and  value  of  land  and  early  impressions  are  more  vivid  and  lasting.  M. 
E.  White,  a  well  known  real-estate  man  of  Des  Moines,  possesses  the  advantage 
of  farm  training  and  from  his  earliest  recollection  he  has  been  attracted  to  the 
soil. 

He  was  born  in  Jo  Daviess  county,  Illinois,  August  14,  1871,  a  son  of  George 
and  Lucy  A.  (King)  White,  the  former  of  whom  was  born  in  New  York  state 
in  1847  and  the  latter  in  Ogle  county,  Illinois,  in  1854.  His  grandmother’s 
brother,  whose  name  was  Wright,  participated  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  and 
Richard  and  John  King,  two  of  the  mother’s  brothers,  enlisted  at  Kings,  Illi¬ 
nois,  and  served  faithfully  in  behalf  of  the  Union  throughout  the  Civil  war. 
The  town  of  Kings  received  its  name  in  honor  of  the  family.  Unto  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  White  three  children  were  born,  namely:  M.  E.,  the  subject  of  this  re¬ 
view;  Anna,  now  the  wife  of  J.  L.  Taylor,  of  Minnesota;  and  Fannie,  the  wife 
of  Ed  E.  Bottje. 

M.  E.  White  received  his  early  education  in  the  district  schools  and  later 
attended  the  public  schools  of  Ames,  Iowa.  His  father  being  a  farmer  the 
son  continued  upon  the  home  farm  until  early  manhood,  when  he  was  attracted 
to  the  real-estate  business  is  Boone  county,  continuing  there  with  a  goodly  meas¬ 
ure  of  success  for  several  years.  In  August,  1901,  he  organized  the  Polk  County 
Land  and  Loan  Company  with  headquarters  at  Crookston,  Minnesota,  and 
engaged  quite  extensivesly  in  the  land  and  immigration  business  for  four  years. 
In  1905  he  went  to  Kansas  City  and  two  years  later  to  South  Bend,  Indiana, 
continuing  in  the  same  lines  of  business  and  gaining  experience  not  only  as 
to  land  values,  but  as  to  human  nature,  which  has  been  of  the  greatest  value 
to  him.  In  September,  1909,  he  selected  Des  Moines  as  a  favorable  center  and 
opened  offices  in  the  Observatory  building,  handling  not  only  city  property,  but 
farm  lands  in  various  parts  of  the  west.  He  is  assisted  by  Mr.  Reitzel  and  also 
by  Messrs.  Childs,  Kelly,  Moyer  and  Harper,  all  of  whom  are  experts  in  a 
special  department,  the  entire  force  being  kept  constantly  employed  by  the 
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steadily  growing  patronage,  making  this  office  one  of  the  leading  centers  of  the 
kind  in  Des  Moines. 

In  March,  1893,  Mr.  White  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Cora  B.  John¬ 
son,  of  Story  county,  Iowa,  a  daughter  of  W.  H.  and  Elizabeth  (Sinclair)  John¬ 
son.  They  have  three  children,  namely:  Glen,  born  October  31,  1894,  and 
now  a  student  in  the  high  school;  Hobart,  born  December  3,  1895;  and  George, 
l)orn  June  4,  1898. 

Mr.  White  gives  his  support  to  the  republican  party,  and  although  the  claims 
of  his  private  affairs  have  interfered  with  his  political  activity,  yet  as  a  lover  of 
his  country  he  has  performed  his  duty  at  the  polls,  voting  for  the  men  and 
measures  that  in  his  opinion  best  subserve  the  permanent  interests  of- the  state 
and  nation.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Christian  church  and  also  of  the  Benevolent 
and  Protective  Order  of  Elks.  He  has  had  a  wide  experience  in  various  locali¬ 
ties  in  a  vocation  that  calls  constantly  for  the  exercise  of  sound  judgment,  and 
the  large  clientele  now  looking  to  him  for  advice  as  to  investments  is  ample  and 
convincing  evidence  as  to  the  character  and  value  of  his  services. 


WILLIAM  HENRY  STILES. 

At  the  age  of  nineteen  William  Henry  Stiles,  of  Des  Moines,  received  his 
introduction  to  the  stern  realities  of  life  as  a  soldier  in  the  Civil  war,  and  ever 
since  that  time  he  has  been  an  active  and  efficient  champion  of  what  seemed  to 
him  to  be  right  and  true.  He  is  now  one  of  the  widely  known  lawyers  of  Iowa — 
a  man  whose  opinions  command  respect  because  they  are  recognized  as  being 
the  result  of  honest  conviction.  He  was  born  in  Tuscarawas  county,  Ohio, 
January  18,  1843,  a  son  °f  William  Melvine  and  Hannah  Maria  (Stuffer)  Stiles. 
The  father  was  a  native  of  Vermont  and  the  mother  of  Pennsylvania.  He  was 
a  minister  of  the  United  Brethren  church  and  came  to  Iowa  in  1853,  locating 
in  Benton  county  where  he  preached  until  1857.  He  was  then  removed  from 
that  charge,  but  continued  active  in  the  ministry  until  his  death,  which  occurred 
at  the  age  of  ninety  years.  He  was  one  of  the  best  known  and  most  beloved 
leaders  of  the  denomination  in  the  west. 

William  Henry  Stiles  came  with  his  parents  to  Iowa  in  his  boyhood  and 
received  his  early  education  in  the  public  schools,  later  becoming  a  student  in 
Western  College,  Linn  county,  Iowa.  In  response  to  his  country’s  need  he 
enlisted  in  Company  LI,  Twenty-second  Iowa  Infantry,  and  served  in  the  army 
for  three  years,  participating  in  many  of  the  most  important  events  of  the  war. 
He  was  present  with  his  company  at  the  siege  of  Vicksburg  and  marched  into 
the  city  on  the  4th  of  July,  1863,  under  General  Grant,  when  that  celebrated 
stronghold  was  surrendered  to  the  Union  forces.  Later  he  went  with  his  regi¬ 
ment  to  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  and  was  present  at  the  battle  of  Petersburg 
under  General  Butler,  soon  afterwards  being  transferred  under  General  Sheridan 
in  the  Shenandoah  valley.  He  participated  in  the  battles  of  Winchester,  Fisher’s 
Hill,  and  Cedar  Creek,  where  Sheridan  made  his  famous  twenty-mile  ride.  Sub¬ 
sequently  he  was  transferred  to  Savannah,  Georgia,  where  he  was  placed  on 
garrison  duty  after  the  post  had  been  vacated  by  General  Sherman.  Later  he 
performed  similar  duty  at  Augusta,  Georgia.  He  was  mustered  out  at  Savannah 
in  July,  1865,  and  honorably  discharged  at  Davenport,  Iowa,  August  5,  1865.  He 
then  returned  to  his  father’s  home  in  western  Iowa  and  was  transformed  from 
a  soldier  to  a  school-teacher.  After  two  years  in  the  schoolroom  he  entered 
the  general  merchandise  business  at  Glidden,  Carroll  county,  in  which  he  con¬ 
tinued  until  1873. 

He  made  his  home  at  Jefferson,  Greene  county,  during  this  time  and  studied 
law  at  night  under  the  firm  of  Russell  &  Tolliver,  of  Jefferson,  and  was  admitted 
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to  the  bar  in  1873.  He  immediately  disposed  of  his  store  to  Legore  &  Reese, 
of  Jefferson,  and  took  up  his  residence  at  Guthrie  Center,  Iowa,  where  he  began 
the  practice  of  law,  remaining  at  that  place  for  twenty-one  years.  During  this 
time  he  served. for  four  years  as  justice  of  the  peace,  as  mayor  of  the  town  for 
two  years,  and  as  county  attorney  for  six  years,  from  1886  to  1892.  .  In  1894 
seeking  a  wider  field  of  operations,  he  came  to  Des  Moines,  and  has  since  prac¬ 
ticed  his  profession  in  this  city.  His  reputation  as  a  wise  counselor  and  con¬ 
vincing  speaker  on  law  subjects  had  preceded  him  and  he  soon  enjoyed  a  lucra¬ 
tive  practice,  becoming  one  of  the  leaders  at  the  bar.  Endowed  at  birth  with 
rare  intellectual  force  he  developed  his  powers  by  years  of  study  and  observation 
and  few  men  in  the  state  stand  higher  in  the  legal  profession  or  are  more  suc¬ 
cessful  in  the  elucidation  of  the  principles  of  the  law. 

In  1868  Mr.  Stiles  was  married  to  Miss  Maria  M.  Squires,  a  daughter  of 
Richard  and  Margaret  Squires,  who  came  to  Iowa  from  Illinois  in  1852.  Six 
children  were  born  of  this  union,  four  of  whom  grew  to  maturity:  Charles  W., 
who  died  in  October,  1906,  at  the  age  of  twenty-eight  years;  x4nna  May,  the 
wife  of  Harry  Trevillyan,  who  is  now  living  at  Valley  Junction  and  is  general 
storekeeper  for  the  Rock  Island  Railway  System  in  Iowa;  Hattie  E.,  who  is 
the  wife  of  Dr.  W.  O.  Smouse,  of  Des  Moines;  and  Frank  E.,  who  is  engaged 
in  the  real-estate  business  at  Kansas  City,  Missouri. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stiles  are  sincere  believers  in  the  authority  and  inspiration  of 
the  Bible  and  are  members  of  the  Methodist  church.  He  also  holds  member¬ 
ship  in  the  Masonic  order,  being  a  Royal  Arch  Mason,  and  as  a  soldier  of  the 
Civil  war  his  name  is  upon  the  rolls  of  Crocker  Post,  G.  A.  R.  In  politics  he 
adheres  to  the  republican  party.  He  has  won  for  himself  a  host  of  warm 
friends  among  business  and  professional  men  and  is  greatly  admired  for  his 
marked  ability  in  his  profession,  his  affable  manners  and  his  pleasing  social 
qualities.  He  made  good  use  of  his  opportunities  early  in  life,  preparing  him¬ 
self  for  many  responsibilities,  in  the  faithful  discharge  of  which  he  has  gained 
the  confidence  and  high  esteem  of  his  fellowmen. 


MATTHEW  FRANCIS  KINGMAN. 

No  record  of  the  successful  citizens  of  Des  Moines  would  be  complete  without 
adequate  mention  of  Matthew  Francis  Kingman  who  for  nearly  twenty  years  has 
been  closely  identified  with  this  city.  He  was  born  in  Tazewell  county,  Illinois, 
November  24,  1858,  a  son  of  Matthew  and  Polly  Ann  (Cullom)  Kingman.  His 
father  was  born  at  Pelham,  Massachusetts,  January  29,  1815,  and  was  a  farmer. 
His  mother  is  a  sister  of  Senator  Shelby  M.  Cullom,  of  Illinois.  Of  the  children 
born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kingman  four  died  in  infancy,  the  others  being:  Eliza, 
the  widow  of  D.  C.  Ross,  of  Des  Moines ;  Shelby  A.,  who  died  leaving  a  widow 
and  one  daughter,  Maude,  the  wife  of  E.  K.  Eberhart,  of  Des  Moines ;  Mary, 
now  Mrs.  Jesse  J.  Allee,  of  Newell,  Iowa;  and  Matthew  Francis,  the  subject  of 
this  review. 

After  receiving  his  preliminary  education  in  the  common  schools  Matthew 
Francis  Kingman  entered  the  high  school  at  Peoria,  Illinois,  from  which  he  was 
graduated  with  the  class  of  1879.  He  began  his  business  career  in  the  employ 
of  the  Kingman  Manufacturig  Company,  manufacturers  of  and  dealers  in  agri¬ 
cultural  implements  of  Peoria,  Illinois,  and  later  engaged  in  the  lumber  and  grain 
business  at  Humeston,  Iowa,  in  which  he  continued  from  1880  to  1892.  In  1892 
he  came  to  Des  Moines  and  has  since  made  his  home  in  this  city.  He  has  pros¬ 
pered  financially  and  has  dealt  largely  in  farms  and  city  real  estate,  handling  his 
own  property.  He  is  a  member  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  Iowa  State  Bank 
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and  has  shown  excellent  judgment  in  business  affairs,  easily  holding  a  place  as 
one  of  the  substantial  and  progressive  men  of  the  city. 

On  the  28th  of  September,  1882,  Mr.  Kingman  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Lornetta  Maxwell  who  was  born  at  Millersburg,  Ohio,  in  1858,  a  daughter  of 
Robert  Maxwell,  a  well  known  farmer.  Three  children  were  born  of  this  union, 
namely:  Flora,  now  the  wife  of  Dr.  F.  J.  Glasser,  of  Des  Moines;  Floyd  Cullom, 
who  is  a  graduate  of  the  class  of  1911  of  the  Iowa  State  College  at  Ames;  and 
Matthew  H.,  a  student  of  the  Virginia  Military  Institute  at  Lexington,  Virginia, 
one  of  the  leading  military  schools  of  the  country. 

Mr.  Kingman  has  given  his  children  every  desirable  advantage  of  education, 
having  observed  in  the  course  of  his  career  the  beneficial  effect  on  the  life  of  an 
individual  of  a  thorough  mental  training.  He  is  a  man  of  broad  and  generous 
views  who  keeps  thoroughly  informed  as  to  the  progress  of  events  in  the  world, 
especially  the  great  strides  made  by  America  in  the  promotion  of  modern  civiliza¬ 
tion.  Politically  he  is  a  stanch  supporter  of  the  republican  party,  and  in  religious 
views  he  gives  his  adherence  to  the  Presbyterian  church.  Socially  he  is  a  valued 
member  of  the  Grant  Club  of  Des  Moines. 


FRED  McKOWEN. 

One  of  the  enterprising  and  progressive  young  business  men  of  Des  Moines 
is  Fred  McKowen,  who  in  connection  with  his  brother-in-law,  J.  G.  Martin,  con¬ 
ducts  a  general  store  at  the  corner  of  Ninth  and  Park  avenue.  Mr.  McKowen 
was  born  in  Whiteside  county,  Illinois,  on  the  12th  of  June,  1871,  his  parents 
being  John  R.  and  Sarah  (Muckey)  McKowen,  the  father  a  native  of  Canada 
and  the  mother  of  Pennsylvania.  They  migrated  from  Illinois  to  Iowa  in  1872, 
settling  upon  a  farm  near  Des  Moines  where  the  father,  who  had  always  followed 
agricultural  pursuits,  engaged  in  truck  farming.  Disposing  of  this  place  after 
operating  it  for  ten  years  they  removed  to  Elkhart,  Iowa,  and  rented  a  farm  upon 
which  they  lived  for  six  years.  At  the  end  of  that  period  they  went  to  Colo, 
Iowa,  where  Mr.  McKowen  had  been  engaged  in  farming  for  about  two  years, 
when  he  died  on  the  15th  of  April,  1887.  The  mother  survived  him  twenty-two 
years  thereafter,  her  demise  occurring  in  January,  1909. 

The  education  of  Fred  McKowen  was  acquired  in  the  district  schools  of  Polk 
and  Story  counties,  his  boyhood  and  youth  not  differing  in  particular  from  those 
of  other  lads  reared  in  the  agricultural  districts.  The  time  not  occupied  by  his 
lessons  or  in  the  school  room  was  very  largely  spent  in  assisting  his  father  in  the 
work  of  the  fields.  At  the  age  of  nineteen  he  began  working  for  himself  by  en¬ 
gaging  in  the  dairy  business  with  his  brothers  near  Des  Moines.  He  remained 
identified  with  them  until  1896,  at  which  time  he  disposed  of  his  interests  and 
went  into  the  same  business  by  himself.  Success  attended  his  efforts  and  for  ten 
years  more  he  engaged  in  the  dairy  business  during  all  of  which  period  he  drove 
a  wagon  on  a  milk  route.  Mr.  McKowen  has  the  unusual  record  of  having  driven 
a  wagon  for  thirteen  of  the  sixteen  years  he  was  in  business  and  not  missing  but 
two  days.  He  withdrew  in  1906  to  go  into  partnership  with  his  brother-in-law 
in  a  general  store,  which  they  have  been  conducting  at  the  corner  of  Ninth  and 
Park  avenue  for  the  past  five  years.  They  have  a  nice  building,  with  a  large  and 
well  selected  stock  tastefully  displayed.  This  together  with  the  personnel  of  their 
employes  and  the  high  principles  which  direct  their  every  business  transaction 
has  been  the  means  of  building  up  the  large  and  permanent  patronage  they  enjoy. 

On  the  5th  of  August,  1896,  Mr.  McKowen  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Mary  Martin,  a  daughter  of  John  and  Sarah  (Parks)  Martin,  natives  of  England, 
who  first  located  in  Missouri  upon  their  arrival  in  the  United  States,  but  two 
years  later  removed  to  Des  Moines,  where  the  father  engaged  in  dairying  for 
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many  years.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Martin  are  now  living  retired  on  a  truck  farm  near 
Sixth  street  and  Park  avenue.  Four  children  have  been  born  unto  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
McKowen:  Harold,  fourteen  years  of  age;  Elizabeth,  eleven;  John,  who  is 
eight  years  of  age;  and  William,  now  six.  The  family  affiliate  with  the  Christian 
church,  while  fraternally  Mr.  McKowen  is  identified  with  the  Modern  Wood¬ 
men  of  America. 

Although  he  has  always  been  too  busily  occupied  in  the  direction  of  his  per¬ 
sonal  interests  to  participate  very  actively  in  local  political  affairs,  Mr.  Mc¬ 
Kowen  always  gives  his  support  to  the  candidates  of  the  republican  party.  He 
has  met  with  more  than  average  success  in  his  ventures,  as,  in  addition  to  his 
interest  in  the  business  and  the  building  where  their  store  is  located,  he  owns 
his  residence  and  five  acres  of  land  at  the  corner  of  Sixth  street  and  Park 
avenue. 


PHILIP  S.  KELL. 

Philip  S.  Kell,  as  manager  and  owner  of  the  Spirit  of  the  West,  has  given 
to  the  country  one  of  the  leading  stock  journals  of  America  and  has  done  much 
to  stimulate  and  promote  an  interest  in  the  breeding  and  raising  of  high  grade 
stock,  thus  contributing  directly  to  the  material  development  and  growth  of 
those  communities  where  stock-raising  is  the  basic  element  of  advancement. 
He  was  born  October  22,  1851,  at  Ickesbury,  Perry  county,  Pennsylvania,  and 
is  a  son  of  Joseph  and  Margaret  (Hench)  Kell.  The  father  was  a  farmer 
who  spent  his  entire  life  in  the  Keystone  state,  and  both  he  and  his  wife  were 
representatives  of  old  Pennsylvania  German  families.  In  their  family  were  two 
sons  and  three  daughters,  but  only  our  subject  and  his  brother,  H.  S.  Kell, 
are  now  living,  the  latter  being  a  resident  of  Johnstown,  Pennsylvania. 

Philip  S.  Kell  came  to  Iowa  when  about  eighteen  or  nineteen  years  of  age, 
establishing  his  home  in  Cedar  county,  and  there  he  supplemented  his  early 
education,  acquired  in  the  common  schools  of  his  native  county,  by  study  in 
the  normal  school.  Turning  his  attention  to  the  profession  of  teaching  he  was 
thus  connected  for  several  years  with  the  country  schools  of  Cedar  county,  and 
in  1871  came  to  Des  Moines,  where  he  engaged  in  newspaper  work  on  the 
Daily  Leader,  a  democratic  journal  which  was  issued  both  daily  and  weekly. 
He  felt  attracted  to  this  field  and  hoped  to  make  newspaper  work  his  vocation 
thereafter.  With  this  purpose  in  view  he  entered  earnestly  upon  the  task  of 
familiarizing  himself  with  every  department  of  the  business,  both  in  its  me¬ 
chanical  interests  and  its  business  and  financial  management.  He  continued 
with  that  paper  until  1886,  when  the  Leader  changed  hands,  Mr.  Kell  at  that 
time  occupying  the  position  of  manager.  This  paper  was  afterward  consoli¬ 
dated  with  the  Register  and  is  now  known  as  the  Register-Leader. 

In  1890  Mr.  Kell  began  the  publication  of  the  Spirit  of  the  West,  a  paper 
devoted  to  the  breeding  and  interests  of  high  class  horses  and  the  development 
and  upbuilding  of  county  and  state  fairs  all  over  the  country.  He  has  worked 
in  conjunction  with  the  department  of  animal  husbandry  and  the  agricultural 
department  of  the  Ames  Agricultural  College  in  the  interest  of  government 
breeding  farms  in  New  England  and  Colorado.  The  paper  which  he  publishes 
ably  serves  the  purpose  for  which  it  is  intended.  It  is  filled  with  items  of  intense 
interest  to  stock  breeders  and  is  a  splendid  exponent,  not  only  of  the  spirit  of 
the  west,  but  of  the  spirit  of  the  age  in  this  connection.  It  has  also  proved  an 
excellent  investment  and  now  has  a  very  wide  circulation,  extending  throughout 
the  entire  country.  It  is  one  of  only  five  papers  of  this  class  published  in 
America.  Many  of  Mr.  Kell’s  views  and  theories  have  had  practical  demonstra¬ 
tion  upon  his  own  farm,  for  he  is  the  owner  of  a  valuable  and  splendidly 
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equipped  stock  farm  of  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres  about  twelve  miles  west 

oi  Des  Moines.  .  TT  .  _ 

In  July,  1881,  Mr.  Kell  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Hattie  Cormac,  a 

daughter  of  James  and  Julia  Cormac,  of  the  state  of  New  York.  Her  death 
occurred  in  March,  1896,  and  in  June,  1899,  Mr.  Kell  was  again  married,  his 
second  union  being  with  Mrs.  Ella  Lattig,  of  Anita,  Iowa,  who  by  her  former 
marriage  had  two  daughters,  Eva  L.  and  Ada  G.  Lattig. 

Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kell  are  members  of  St.  John’s  Lutheran  church  and 

fraternally  he  is  a  Knight  Templar  Mason,  exemplifying  in  his  life  the  benefi¬ 
cent  spirit  of  the  craft.  Politically  Mr.  Kell  was  born  a  democrat  but  has 
affiliated  with  the '  republican  party  since  1896,  where  national  questions  and 
issues  were  involved.  In  city  affairs  he  does  not  consider  partisan  politics  as  in 
any  way  relating  to  the  questions  at  issue.  He  therefore  regards  only  the 
capability  of  the  candidates  for  the  offices  which  they  seek.  He  is  a  stalwart 

champion  of  Des  Moines  and  her  interests  and  cooperates  heartily  in  every 

measure  for  her  development  and  welfare.  He  was  a  member  of  the  first  com¬ 
mittee  of  three  hundred  that  undertook  to  encourage  the  Des  Moines  plan  of 
city  government.  This  committee,  however,  was  found  co  be  too  large  to  work  to 
advantage  and  was  reduced  to  a  committee  of  twenty-five,  of  which  Mr.  Kell 
vvas  also  made  a  member.  He  was  one  of  the  original  members  of  the  Good 
Government  Club,  which  was  organized  to  promote  public  interest  and  keep 
the  people  informed  upon  matters  and  questions  relating  to  the  general  good. 
His  labors  have  at  all  times  been  effective  and  far-reaching  and  his  work  has 
been  of  the  utmost  possible  benefit  where  Des  Moines’  interests  have  been  in¬ 
volved  in  projects  that  not  only  regard  present  welfare,  but  also  look  beyond 
the  exigencies  of  the  moment  to  the  possibilities  and  opportunities  of  the  future. 
He  has  witnessed  the  growth  of  the  Capital  city  from  a  town  of  five  thousand 
inhabitants  to  a  city  of  one  hundred  thousand,  and  at  all  times  has  taken  an 
active  part  in  its  development  and  upbuilding.  He  was  one  of  the  original  in¬ 
corporators  of  the  first  Commercial  Exchange  organized  to  aid  the  city,  and 
was  also  a  member  of  the  first  Real  Estate  Exchange  organized  twenty  years 
ago.  He  has  been  a  stockholder  in  several  land  companies  and  is  now  president 
of  the  North  Highland  Park  Land  Company. 


EDWIN  PAYNE  HUDSON. 

Edwin  Payne  Hudson,  engaged  in  the  general  practice  of  law  in  Des  Moines, 
was  born  in  Franklin  county,  Iowa,  November  3,  1868,  and  is  a  representative  of 
one  of  the  old  families  of  this  state.  Both  his  paternal  and  maternal  ancestors, 
however,  were  of  English  lineage  and  became  residents  of  America  when  this 
country  was  still  numbered  among  the  colonial  possessions  of  Great  Britain.  The 
members  of  the  Hudson  family  settled  in  Rhode  Island  and  both  the  Hudson  and 
Kellogg  families  were  represented  in  the  Revolutionary  war.  His  father,  Thomas 
E.  B.  Hudson,  now  living  retired,  was  born  in  Winnebago  county,  Illinois,  Octo¬ 
ber  25,  1844,  and  served  three  years  during  the  Civil  war,  being  a  member  of  the 
Seventy-fourth  Regiment  Illinois  Volunteer  Infantry.  In  1866  he  became  a  resi¬ 
dent  of  Iowa,  settling  in  West  Fork  township,  Franklin  county.  There  he  not 
only  made  a  creditable  record  in  business  circles  as  a  banker  and  farmer  but  has 
also  filled  the  office  of  auditor  of  Franklin  county  in  a  most  acceptable  manner. 
His  wife,  who  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Abigail  Kellogg,  was  born  in  Canada. 
September  19,  1842. 

Edwin  P.  Hudson,  the  eldest  in  a  family  of  four  children,  first  attended  the 
country  schools  of  Franklin  county  and  was  also  for  a  time  a  student  in  the 
Hampton  high  school.  He  afterward  attended  Ames  Agricultural  College,  where 
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he  won  his  B.  S.  degree,  and  later  studied  at  Iowa  City  and  in  Drake  University, 
where,  pursuing  a  course  in  law,  he  was  graduated  with  the  class  of  1893.  He 
began  practice  in  Britt,  Hancock  county,  Iowa,  where  he  remained  for  eight 
years.  He  was  never  associated  with  a  partner,  but  by  individual  merit  worked 
his  way  steadily  upward.  In  1902  he  came  to  Des  Moines  and  has  continued 
alone  here,  devoting  his  time  to  the  diversified  interests  and  labors  of  a  general 
practice,  which  is  now  large  and  satisfactory.  His  arguments  have  elicited  warm 
commendation,  not  only  from  his  associates  at  the  bar,  but  also  from  the  bench. 
His  briefs  show  wide  research,  careful  thought  and  the  best  and  strongest  reasons 
which  can  be  urged  for  his  contention,  presented  in  cogent  and  logical  form  and 
illustrated  by  a  style  lucid  and  clear. 

Mr.  Hudson  belongs  to  the  Drake  Law  Association,  the  Polk  County  Bar 
Association  and  the  State  Bar  Association.  He  is  also  identified  with  the  Masonic 
fraternity  and  holds  membership  in  Capital  Park  Methodist  Episcopal  church. 
His  political  views  are  in  accord  with  the  principles  of  the  republican  party  and 
he  is  at  all  times  a  believer  in  progress,  but  does  not  seek  nor  desire  office. 

On  the  5th  of  September,  1893,  Mr.  Hudson  was  married,  in  Des  Moines,  to 
Miss  Minnie  Mally,  a  native  of  Polk  county,  who  is  a  daughter  of  F.  H.  Mally 
and  a  representative  of  one  of  the  old  families  of  this  county,  having  settled  here 
in  1865.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hudson  have  three  children:  Rodney  L.,  born  June  6, 
1894;  Frederick  Mally,  born  January  4,  1896;  and  Thomas  Kellogg,  born  De¬ 
cember  4,  1896.  All  of  the  children  were  born  in  Britt,  Iowa.  The  parents  have 
gained  many  friends  during  their  residence  in  Des  Moines  and  are  widely  and 
favorably  known.  In  a  profession  where  advancement  depends  solely  upon  in¬ 
dividual  merit  Mr.  Hudson  has  made  steady  progress.  He  has  proved  the  value 
of  his  services  in  the  legal  contentions  which  are  heard  before  the  courts,  giving 
evidence  of  wide  and  comprehensive  knowledge  of  the  law  and  correct  applica¬ 
tion  of  its  principles. 


L.  E.  ELLIS. 

L.  E.  Ellis,  president  of  the  Anchor  Fire  Insurance  Company  of  Des  Moines, 
deserves  the  reputation  he  has  gained  as  one  of  the  most  successful  insurance 
men  of  the  city,  having  started  at  the  foot  of  the  ladder  and  climbed  round  after 
round  by  unwearied  effort  to  the  top.  He  is  a  native  of  Polk  county,  having  been 
born  on  a  farm  in  Beaver  township,  December  16,  1872.  His  father,  William  C. 
Ellis,  was  born  in  Wisconsin,  May  6,  1845.  He  came,  in  1867,  to  Beaver  township, 
Polk  county,  Iowa,  with  his  father,  G.  Ellis,  who  was  a  farmer  and  itinerant  min¬ 
ister.  William  C.  Ellis  was  married  in  Polk  county,  in  September,  1871,  to  Mary 
E.  Faucett.  She  arrived  in  Iowa  from  Indiana  in  1864  with  her  parents  and  her 
father,  T.  L.  Faucett,  located  on  a  farm  in  Beaver  township,  Polk  county.  He 
was  a  farmer  and  Methodist  preacher.  After  spending  nine  years  in  Polk  county 
William -C.  Ellis  removed  with  his  family  to  Taylor  county,  Iowa,  Mr.  Faucett 
also  taking  up  his  residence  in  Taylor  county.  Mr.  Ellis,  Sr.,  has  retired  from 
active  work  and  makes  his  home  with  his  son  in  Des  Moines. 

L.  E.  Ellis  was  educated  in  the  common  schools.  He  received  his  prelimi¬ 
nary  business  training  in  the  Conway  Savings  Bank  and  continued  with  this  in¬ 
stitution  for  four  years,  being  still  one  of  its  stockholders.  At  the  end  of  the 
time  named  he  went  to  Creston,  Iowa,  and  in  February,  1895,  entered  the  employ 
of  the  Anchor  Fire  Insurance  Company.  In  October  of  the  same  year  the  com¬ 
pany  moved  to  Des  Moines,  on  account  of  its  more  central  location,  and  the  head¬ 
quarters  have  since  been  maintained  in  this  city.  Starting  in  a  humble  capacity 
with  the  company  Mr.  Ellis  became  bookkeeper,  later  being  made  secretary,  and 
in  1910  was  elected  president,  a  position  which  he  now  holds.  He  has  devoted 
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his  time  and  energy  to  the  company  with  remarkably  effective  results.  The  An¬ 
chor  Fire  Insurance  Company  is  now  one  of  the  most  prominent  concerns  of  the 
kind  in  the  city  and  its  reputation  and  financial  standing  is  growing  with  rapid 
strides  each  year.  He  was  also  first  president  of  the  Anchor  Investment  Com¬ 
pany,  of  which  he  was  an  originator. 

In  April,  1909,  Mr.  Ellis  was  married  to  Mrs.  Marion  Leib  Gill,  who  was  born 
in  Kansas  City,  Missouri,  a  lady  of  many  attractive  qualities  of  mind  and  heart. 
He  is  one  of  the  energetic  and  popular  men  of  Des  Moines,  being  ever  ready  to 
lend  his  assistance  to  any  movement  that  gives  evidence  of  advancing  the  per¬ 
manent  welfare  of  the  city.  He  has  for  eight  years  been  president  of  the  Hy¬ 
perion  Club  and  is  one  of  its  most  able  and  enthusiastic  promoters,  also  being  an 
active  member  of  the  Grant  Club.  He  is  in  no  sense  a  politician  and,  although 
frequently  urged  to  become  a  candidate  for  public  office,  has  always  refused  to 
do  so,  preferring  to  devote  his  time  and  attention  to  business.  He  holds  mem¬ 
bership  in  the  Young  Men’s  Christian  Association  and  is  one  of  the  liberal  con¬ 
tributors  to  the  support  of  this  and  other  progressive  institutions.  In  fraternal 
circles  he  is  well  known,  being  a  member  of  the  Masonic  order,  the  Knights  of 
Pythias,  the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks  and  other  organizations. 
Religiously  he  adheres  to  the  Methodist  church.  Starting  in  the  insurance  busi¬ 
ness  at  twenty-five  dollars  a  month,  he  advanced  steadily  to  his  present  place  of 
trust  and  responsibility,  and  is  one  of  the  honored  men  of  Des  Moines — a  posi¬ 
tion  he  has  gained  through  unfailing  fidelity  to  high  ideals  and  a  strict  adherence 
to  duty. 


BURT  S.  PRUNTY. 

Burt  S.  Prunty,  manager  of  the  Crown  Optical  Company,  wholesale  dealers 
in  optical  supplies  and  manufacturers  of  optical  goods  in  Des  Moines,  aided  in 
establishing  this  business  in  1908  and  in  the  intervening  period  of  three  years 
has  been  an  active  and  helpful  factor  in  the  development  of  an  enterprise  that 
has  now  assumed  extensive  and  gratifying  proportions.  Polk  county  numbers 
him  among  her  native  sons,  his  birth  having  here  occurred  on  the  25th  of  April, 
1875.  He  is  a  son  of  Benjamin  F.  Prunty,  president  of  the  University  Bank, 
of  whom  extended  mention  is  made  elsewhere  in  this  volume.  He  began  his  edu¬ 
cation  by  attending  the  district  schools  of  Franklin  township,  for  at  that  time  his 
parents  were  living  upon  a  farm.  He  afterward  entered  Drake  LTniversity,  pur¬ 
suing  a  business  and  also  a  normal  course,  and  was  graduated  from  the  business 
department.  He  continued  his  education  to  the  age  of  twenty-four  years  and  his 
training  was  liberal  and  thorough,  well  qualifying  him  for  responsibilities  that 
have  since  devolved  upon  him. 

He  was  first  employed  by  the  Valley  National  Bank  of  Des  Moines  and  after 
filling  a  clerical  position  with  that  institution  for  eight  months  went  to  Grimes, 
Iowa,  where  he  engaged  in  the  hardware  and  lumber  business,  forming  a  part¬ 
nership  with  G.  A.  Iseminger,  under  the  firm  name  of  Prunty  &  Iseminger.  This 
relation  continued  for  about  three  years,  after  which  Mr.  Prunty  purchased  his 
partner’s  interest,  carrying  on  the  business  until  1905,  or  about  ten  years  in  all. 
He  then  disposed  of  his  stock  and  two  years  later  became  one  of  the  organizers 
of  the  Crown  Optical  Company,  wholesale  dealers  in  optical  supplies  and  manu¬ 
facturers  of  optical  goods.  He  was  chosen  manager  and  still  holds  that  position. 
The  business  was  established  on  a  comparatively  small  scale  but  today  they  have 
the  leading  house  of  this  character  in  the  city  in  the  manufacture  and  jobbing 
of  optical  goods.  The  house  has  established  and  maintains  a  reputation  for  the 
excellence  of  its  output,  for  perfect  workmanship,  for  reasonable  prices  and 
straightforward  dealing.  Mr.  Prunty  also  owns  considerable  farm  land  in  Polk 
county  and  has  extensive  outside  holdings. 
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On  the  2 ist  of  June,  1900,  in  Grimes,  Iowa,  was  celebrated  the  marriage  of 
Burt  S.  Prunty  and  Miss  Lillian  Drury,  a  daughter  of  Samuel  D.  and  Malissa 
E.  Drury.  Mrs.  Prunty  was  born  in  Polk  county,  October  17,  1874,  her  parents 
having  settled  in  this  county  at  a  very  early  day.  The  five  children  born  of  her 
marriage  are:  Richard  B.,  born  in  Grimes,  Iowa,  August  21,  1901 ;  Lulu  A.,  born 
in  Grimes  on  the  8th  of  February,  1903;  Eva  May,  also  bom  in  Grimes,  Sep¬ 
tember  6,  1905 ;  Donald  L.,  whose  birth  occurred  in  San  Diego,  California,  Sep¬ 
tember  20,  1907;  and  Marjorie,  born  in  Des  Moines  on  the  21st  of  July,  1910. 

The  parents  are  members  of  the  Christian  church,  in  which  Mr.  Prunty 
holds  the  office  of  deacon  and  in  the  work  of  which  he  takes  an  active  and  help¬ 
ful  interest.  In  politics  he  is  a  republican  of  the  progressive  type  and  in  mat¬ 
ters  of  citizenship  he  stands  at  all  times  for  practical  reform  and  improvement. 
In  business  he  is  determined,  resourceful  and  energetic  and  what  he  has  accom¬ 
plished  represents  the  fit  utilization  of  his  innate  powers,  talents  and  time. 


WILLIAM  HENRY  GIBSON,  M.  D. 

The  life  of  Dr.  William  Henry  Gibson  has  been  marked  by  devotion  to  two 
great  departments  of  education,  in  both  of  which  he  has  attained  an  honored 
place.  As  a  minister  of  the  gospel  he  gained  a  reputation  which  would  have 
satisfied  the  ambition  of  many  aspirants  to  pulpit  honors,  and  as  a  physician 
and  original  investigator  along  modern  lines  of  healing  he  ranks  with  some  of 
the  leaders  in  the  profession.  He  has  been  located  at  Des  Moines  for  five  years 
past  and  is  acknowledged  as  an  authority  along  the  lines  to  which  he  has  given 
special  attention — at  the  same  time,  however,  being  engaged  in  general  practice. 

He  was  born  in  Ohio  October  19,  1868,  the  son  of  Henry  and  Eveline 
(Ford)  Gibson,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  the  Buckeye  state,  the  former 
having  been  born  October  26,  1816,  and  the  latter  in  1839.  There  were  six 
children  in  their  family,  namely :  Mary,  now  the  wife  of  William  Howell,  of 
Ohio;  Ross  A.,  who  is  married  and  lives  in  Ohio;  Sarah  M.,  the  wife  of  David 
Gibson ;  George  F.,  who  is  also  married  and  lives  in  Ohio ;  William  Henry, 
the  subject  of  this  review;  and  Elizabeth,  now  the  wife  of  Frank  Howell.  Dr. 
Gibson  is  of  Revolutionary  ancestry,  his  great-grandfather  having  been  killed 
at  Fort  Meigs  at  the  time  of  the  Revolutionary  war,  and  three  of  his  grand¬ 
uncles  lost  their  lives  in  the  same  war.  The  father’s  only  brother  was  killed 
in  the  Civil  war. 

William  Henry  Gibson  received  his  early  education  in  the  public  schools 
and  then  entered  Muskingum  College  at  New  Concord,  Ohio,  from  which  he 
was  graduated  with  the  degrees  of  B.S.  and  M.S.,  receiving  the  latter  degree 
in  1894.  Being  attracted  to  the  ministry,  he  entered  Xenia  Seminary,  at 
Xenia,  Ohio,  from  which  he  was  graduated  with  the  degree  of  B.D.  in  1897. 
He  devoted  eight  years  as  minister  of  the  United  Presbyterian  and  Christian 
churches,  being  identified  a  portion  of  this  time  with  the  Garfield  Boulevard 
church  of  Chicago. 

However,  he  was  attracted  to  the  medical  profession  and  matriculated  in 
Bennett  Medical  College,  Chicago,  graduating  from  that  institution  with  the 
degree  of  M.D.  in  1903.  Seven  years  later  he  received  a  similar  title  from  the 
medical  department  of  Iola  University,  thus  being  connected  with  both  the 
eclectic  and  regular  schools  of  medicine.  He  began  practice  in  Chicago  in  1903 
and  from  1904  to  1906  devoted  considerable  time  to  research  work  for  Parke, 
Davis  &  Company,  of  Detroit,  Michigan,  in  investigation  as  to  the  cause  and 
treatment  of  epilepsy. 

In  October,  1906,  he  came  to  Des  Moines  and  opened  offices  in  the  Cen¬ 
tury  building,  and  has  since  been  continuously  engaged  in  practice  in  this  city. 
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In  addition  to  his  general  practice  he  makes  a  specialty  of  the  treatment  of 
epilepsy,  diseases  of  the  prostate  gland,  adenexa  and  goitre.  In  the  application 
of  electricity  to  these  diseases  by  means  of  various  instruments  he  has  been 
the  pioneer  in  the  state  of  Iowa  and  stands  very  high  in  the  opinion  of  his 
brother  practitioners.  Professionally  he  is  a  member  of  the  National  Eclectic 
Medical  Association  and  is  a  welcome  contributor  to  medical  journals  and 
reviews. 

Dr.  Gibson  is  a  student  of  political  economy,  giving  his  spare  time  to  that 
subject,  as  he  considers  it  one  of  the  highly  important  branches  of  education, 
especially  to  thinkers  in  America,  where  one  of  the  great  problems  of  the  ages 
is  being  worked  out.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Christian  church  and  still  officiates 
occasionally  in  the  pulpit,  as  the  demands  of  his  profession  permit.  Socially 
he  is  connected  with  Hyperion  Club,  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and 
the  Brotherhood  of  American  Yeomen;  also  with  the  Grant  Club  of  Des  Moines. 
As  a  lifelong  and  indefatigable  student,  a  clear  thinker  and  successful  medical 
practitioner,  he  has  received  recognition  among  the  best  minds  of  the  com¬ 
munity  and  is  now  in  the  midst  of  a  career  of  usefulness  which  can  be  meas¬ 
ured  only  by  his  capability  and  the  opportunities  which  are  presented  for  the 
exercise  of  his  talents.  A  genial  and  courteous  gentleman,  he  has  the  happy 
faculty  of  making  friends  and  also  of  retaining  them. 


GEORGE  D.  DOBSON. 

George  D.  Dobson,  filling  the  office  of  city  bridge  engineer  of  Des  Moines, 
his  marked  ability  in  the  execution  of  civil  engineering  projects  well  qualifying 
him  for  the  position,  has  at  different  times  done  much  important  work,  not  only 
in  this  section  of  the  country,  but  also  in  the  west. 

He  is  yet  a  young  man,  his  birth  having  occurred  on  the  29th  of  January, 
1882,  in  Newell,  Buena  Vista  county,  Iowa.  His  father,  George  L.  Dobson,  has 
occupied  a  central  place  on  the  stage  of  political  activity  in  Iowa  for  many  years. 
He  was  born  in  Westmoreland  county,  England,  September  24,  1851,  and  in 
March,  1864,  came  to  the  United  States  with  his  parents,  John  and  Jane  (Rudd) 
Dobson,  who  in  April,  1869,  removed  to  Iowa.  After  six  years  devoted  to  agri¬ 
cultural  pursuits  in  Webster  county  George  L.  Dobson  removed  to  Sac  City, 
Iowa,  where  he  was  married,  October  9,  1876,  to  Sidney  A.  Watt.  Later  he  es¬ 
tablished  his  home  in  Iowa  City,  where  he  took  up  the  study  of  law  in  the  State 
University  and  was  graduated  in  1878.  He  then  practiced  in  Newell  and  for 
five  years  was  mayor  of  that  city.  He  served  on  the  school  board  for  nine  years 
and  for  three  terms  was  a  member  of  the  state  legislature,  resigning  his  position 
to  become  register  of  the  government  land  office  at  Beaver,  Oklahoma.  Since 
1892  he  has  been  a  resident  of  Des  Moines  and  for  four  years  was  president 
of  the  Des  Moines  Life  Insurance  Company.  The  republican  party  made  him 
its  candidate  for  secretary  of  state,  which  position  he  filled  from  1896  until 
1900.  He  then  turned  his  attention  to  farm  and  other  properties  which  he  had 
purchased  until  appointed,  in  1903,  consul  to  Ilang-chau,  China,  by  President 
Roosevelt,  but  a  year  later  ill  health  forced  him  to  return  to  America.  In  the 
fall  of  1908  he  was  elected  county  treasurer  of  Polk  county,  which  position  he 
has  since  filled.  He  belongs  to  the  Press  Club  and  he  and  his  wife  are  members 
of  the  Grace  Methodist  Episcopal  church.  Five  children  were  born  unto  them: 
Millard  Craig,  who  died  in  infancy  in  Sac  City,  Iowa;  Guy  E.,  who  was  born 
in  Newell,  Iowa,  is  a  graduate  of  Cornell  College,  and  is  now  president  of  the 
Bank  of  Commerce  of  Redmond,  Oregon;  George  D.,  of  this  review;  Vernon  C., 
born  in  Newell,  pursued  a  course  in  civil  engineering  in  the  college  at  Mount 
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Vernon,  Iowa,  and  is  now  inspector  of  viaducts  for  the  railroad  interests  of 
Des  Moines;  and  Philip  M.,  born  in  Des  Moines,  is  attending  the  public  schools. 

George  D.  Dobson  was  a  pupil  in  the  Des  Moines  public  schools  until  grad¬ 
uated  from  the  high  school  with  the  class  of  1899.  He  also  studied  at  Cornell 
College  in  Mount  Vernon,  Iowa,  where  he  pursued  a  civil  engineering  course  and 
was  graduated  with  the  B.  S.  degree  in  1903,  the  full  degree  being  conferred  upon 
him  in  1905  in  recognition  of  work  done  on  the  Sixth  avenue  bridge  in  Des 
Moines,  at  which  time  he  delivered  a  master  thesis  and  won  the  Civil  Engineer 
degree. 

He  was  first  employed  by  the  Illinois  Central  Railroad  Company  on  its  first 
division,  embracing  the  territory  from  Chicago  to  New  Orleans,  but  his  labors 
were  largely  confined  to  the  state  of  Tennessee.  He  remained  with  that  com¬ 
pany  for  one  season  and  then  returned  to  Des  Moines,  where  he  became  one  of 
the  city  engineers,  assisting  in  the  city  engineering  department  as  designer  and 
superintendent  of  construction  of  reinforced  concrete  bridge  work.  He  was  thus 
engaged  until  his  election  to  the  office  of  city  engineer,  on  the  1st  of  April,  1906. 
During  the  past  four  years  he  has  done  a  large  amount  of  the  city’s  most  im¬ 
portant  work  in  his  line,  has  also  designed  and  superintended  the  construction 
of  the  two  north  spans  of  the  Sixth  avenue  bridge  and  designed  the  Locust  street 
bridge,  these  being  the  two  principal  bridges  in  Des  Moines. 

His  term  expiring  in  1908  he  devoted  the  first  portion  of  the  following  year 
to  irrigation  and  engineering  projects  in  Wyoming  as  chief  engineer  of  the  West¬ 
ern  Land  &  Irrigation  Company.  From  September,  1909,  until  April,  1910,  he 
was  secretary  of  the  Iowa  state  drainage,  water  ways  and  conservation  commis¬ 
sion,  which  position  he  resigned  upon  his  election  to  his  present  office  as  city 
bridge  engineer.  His  previous  work  done  for  this  city  in  bridge  building  com¬ 
mended  him  for  the  position,  the  duties  of  which  he  is  discharging  most  capably. 
With  comprehensive  understanding  of  the  broad  scientific  principles  that  under¬ 
lie  his  work,  and  with  wide  practical  experience  he  has  done  excellent  service, 
not  only  for  the  city  of  Des  Moines,  but  in  other  localities  to  which  he  has  been 
called  in  his  professional  capacity.  That  fellow  members  of  the  profession  rec¬ 
ognize  his  worth  and  entertain  warm  personal  regard  for  him  is  indicated  by  the 
fact  that  in  1908  he  was  elected  president  of  the  Des  Moines  Engineers  Club 
and  he  is  also  a  member  of  the  Iowa  Engineering  Society. 

On  the  29th  of  May,  1907,  in  Moline,  Illinois,  Mr.  Dobson  was  married  to 
Miss  Mary  Jones,  a  native  of  Illinois  and  a  daughter  of  David  Jones.  They 
have  one  son,  John  A.,  born  July  22,  1908. 

In  Des  Moines,  where  much  of  his  life  has  been  passed,  Mr.  Dobson  has 
many  warm  friends.  In  politics  he  is  a  progressive  republican,  but  not  an  insur¬ 
gent.  He  belongs  to  Capital  Lodge,  No.  no,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  University 
Lodge,  K.  P.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Hyperion  Field  and  Motor  and  the 
Grant  Clubs,  the  former  indicating  his  chief  source  of  recreation.  Although 
yet  a  young  man,  having  not  yet  completed  the  third  decade  of  life,  he  has 
become  well  established  in  his  chosen  walk  and  in  a  wide  acquaintance  has 
gained  an  extensive  circle  of  warm  friends. 


WILLIAM  ALVA  GUILD,  M.  D. 

Upon  the  foundation  principles  of  industry  and  perseverance  and  of  broad 
understanding  of  the  science  of  his  profession  Dr.  William  Alva  Guild  has 
builded  his  success  and  has  gained  more  than  local  fame  as  a  bacteriologist, 
while  in  general  practice  he  has  done  excellent  work,  as  is  attested  by  the  fact  that 
he  is  the  family  physician  in  many  of  the  leading  households  of  Des  Moines. 
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A  native  of  Carlisle,  Iowa,  Dr.  Guild  was  born  June  7,  1879.  His  paternal 
ancestors  came  to  America  from  England  and  settled  at  Plymouth,  Massachu¬ 
setts.  Through  successive  generations  the  family  was  represented  in  New  Eng¬ 
land  and  sent  its  soldiers  forth  to  battle  in  the  Revolutionary  war.  The  Rev. 
Jonathan  E.  Guild,  father  of  Dr.  Guild,  was  a  native  of  Massachusetts  and 
came  to  Iowa  about  1857,  settling  in  Newton.  In  1870  he  removed  to  Des 
Moines,  where  he  edited  and  published  a  religious  paper  called  the  Baptist  Bea¬ 
con  and  now  known  as  the  Baptist  Record.  He  was  the  founder  of  this  paper 
but  this  by  no  means  indicated  the  extent  of  his  activities.  Having  prepared  for 
the  ministry  in  early  life,  he  devoted  many  years  to  preaching  the  gospel  and 
came  to  Iowa  as  a  Baptist  missionary,  aiding  in  founding  a  church  of  that  de¬ 
nomination  in  the  west.  He  remained  active  in  religious  work  to  the  time  of  his 
death  and  his  influence  was  of  no  restricted  order.  He  became  one  of  the 
founders  of  the  Des  Moines  College  and  from  the  beginning  served  as  one  of  its 
trustees.  He  always  attended  the  conventions  of  his  church  and  held  different 
state  offices  in  connection  therewith.  He  was  a  most  earnest  speaker,  zealous 
in  the  work,  and  his  efforts  toward  spreading  the  gospel  message  were  far- 
reaching  ancl  effective.  His  zeal  and  courage  inspired  others  and  in  his  labors 
he  was  not  denied  the  full  harvest  nor  the  aftermath.  Aside  from  his  labors  for 
the  church  he  is  deserving  of  recognition  from  the  fact  that  he  brought  the  first 
herd  of  Jersey  cattle  to  Iowa,  shipping  the  herd  from  Massachusetts  while  a 
resident  of  Carlisle.  He  died  at  the  age  of  seventy-five  years,  leaving  the  world 
better  for  his  having  lived.  His  wife,  who  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Elizabeth 
Ann  Bartholomew,  was  born  in  Fairfield,  Iowa,  July  27,  1849.  She  was  of  Scotch 
descent,  the  first  representatives  of  that  family  coming  to  America  in  1820,  at 
which  time  settlement  was  made  in  Pennsylvania.  The  family  later  came  to 
Iowa,  casting  in  their  lot  among  the  pioneer  residents  of  this  state.  Unto  the 
Rev.  Jonathan  E.  and  Elizabeth  A.  Guild  there  were  born  three  children,  but 
two  of  the  number  are  now  deceased. 

The  only  surviving  member  of  the  family  is  Dr.  William  A.  Guild,  who  after 
pursuing  his  education  in  the  public  schools  of  Clarkson  and  Carlisle,  Iowa, 
attended  Des  Moines  College,  and  on  his  graduation  won  the  Bachelor  of  Science 
degree.  Later  he  spent  two  years  as  a  student  in  Drake  University  and  two 
years  in  the  Chicago  Homeopathic  Medical  College,  which  conferred  upon  him 
his  professional  degree  in  1903.  The  degree  of  Master  of  Science  was  con¬ 
ferred  by  Des  Moines  College  later  the  same  year.  He  has  since  done  post¬ 
graduate  work  in  Hahnemann  College  of  Chicago  and  following  his  gradua¬ 
tion  served  as  interne  in  the  Chicago  Homeopathic  Hospital.  He  has  also  at¬ 
tended  lectures  and  clinics  in  many  cities  and  states,  including  New  York,  Buf¬ 
falo,  Philadelphia,  Chicago  and  other  places.  Dr.  Guild  located  for  practice  in 
Des  Moines,  where  he  has  remained  continuously  since.  While  lie  has  always 
continued  in  general  practice,  he  has  devoted  much  time,  study  and  reseat  ch 
to  bacteriology  and  skin  diseases,  including  cancer.  He  taught  bacteriology  in 
Drake  University  in  1905  and  1906  and  was  instructor  in  bacteriology  and  psy¬ 
chology  in  Des  Moines  College  in  1906.  The  following  year  he  was  made  city 
bacteriologist  of  Des  Moines,  filling  the  position  for  four  years,  or  until  1910 
inclusive.  He  is  now  president  of  the  Prospect  Park  Sanitarium. 

Dr.  Guild  was  one  of  the  founders  of  the  American  Cancer  Research  Society, 
a  scientific  body  whose  object  is  to  give  to  the  world  whatever  is  accuiate  con¬ 
cerning  cancer  and  its  treatment.  He  was  selected  as  the  society  s  first  secietary 
and  in  June,  1911,  was  reelected  to  the  office.  The  society,  through  its  secretary 
has  launched  a  nation  wide  campaign  of  education  and  research  along  similar 
lines  to  that  of  the  Anti-Tuberculous  League.  The  society  maintains  an  ex¬ 
tensive  laboratory  in  Chicago  and  is  now  negotiating  for  the  establishment  of 
a  cancer  hospital  that  will  accommodate  two  hundred  patients.  A  modified  serum 
for  the  treatment  of  malignant  growths  will  have  been  publicly  announced  be- 
voi.  n— 21 
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fore  the  publication  of  this  work.  It  is  largely  through  Dr.  Guild’s  energy,  per¬ 
severance  and  technical  skill  that  the  young  society  has  grown  in  less  than  two 
years  to  a  national  health  factor,  including  among  its  members  eminent  phy¬ 
sicians  from  twenty  different  states.  His  professional  service  has  been  of  far- 
reaching  effect  and  importance  and  he  has  done  excellent  work  in  that  connec¬ 
tion,  his  developing  powers  and  talents  bringing  him  skill  and  ability  that  places 
him  in  the  foremost  rank  of  the  profession  in  the  capital  city. 

On  the  16th  of  March,  1904,  in  Panora,  Iowa,  Dr.  Guild  was  married  to 
Miss  Leonora  Campbell,  a  daughter  of  Albert  Campbell.  They  are  prominent 
socially  in  Des  Moines,  where  they  have  many  friends.  In  politics  Dr.  Guild 
is  a  republican  and  at  times  takes  an  active  interest  in  the  local  work  of  the 
party  when  he  deems  that  some  essential  question  or  measure  needs  his  active 
support.  Fraternally  he  is  a  Mason,  belonging  to  Pioneer  Lodge,  No.  22,  A.  F. 
&  A.  M.,  also  to  the  chapter,  commandery  and  the  Mystic  Shrine.  He  likewise 
holds  membership  with  the  Benevolent  Protective  Order  of  Elks,  the  Ancient 
Order  of  United  Workmen,  the  Homesteaders,  the  Yeomen  and  the  Foresters. 
He  is  likewise  a  member  of  the  Grant  Club  and  of  the  Baptist  church,  and  these 
associations  are  indicative  of  the  nature  of  his  interests  and  the  rules  which 
govern  his  conduct.  He  holds  to  high  ideals  not  only  in  professional  service 
but  in  citizenship  and  in  social  relations,  and  his  sterling  manhood  has  gained 
for  him  the  warm  and  enduring  regard  of  all  with  whom  he  has  come  in  contact. 


DONALD  M.  DOUGLASS. 

Among  the  progressive  business  men  of  Des  Moines  who  endeavor  to  capably 
perform  their  duties  as  citizens,  and  who  also  are  thoughtful  and  considerate 
as  to  their  relations  to  their  fellows,  is  Donald  M.  Douglass.  He  was  born  at 
McGregor,  Iowa,  August  3,  1873,  and  is  of  Scotch  descent,  the  emigrant  ances¬ 
tor,  William  Douglass,  arriving  in  America  from  Scotland  in  1640.  He  settled 
in  Massachusetts.  Gilbert  Douglass,  the  grandfather  on  the  paternal  side,  was  a 
native  of  New  London,  Connecticut. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  also  Gilbert  Douglass.  He  was  born  in  Fre- 
donia,  New  York,  May  8,  1822,  and  removed  to  Jerseyville,  Illinois,  with  his 
parents  in  1830.  In  1847  ^le  arrived  in  Iowa  and  located  in  Clayton  county, 
where  he  engaged  in  the  business  of  manufacturing.  He  was  one  of  the  pioneers 
in  the  movement  which  led  to  the  repeal  of  the  laws  existing  against  the  use  of 
barb  wire.  In  1847  he  came  to  Des  Moines  and  engaged  in  the  manufacture 
of  barb  wire,  removing  to  Grinnell  eight  years  later,  where  he  started  a  factory 
along  the  same  lines.  He  met  with  business  reverses  and  lost  all  his  property, 
dying  at  Grinned,  August  7,  1888. 

He  was  a  very  popular  man  and  was  highly  gifted  mentally,  being  cultured 
and  brilliant,  but  his  forte  was  not  business,  and  he  never  succeeded  in  his  busi¬ 
ness  plans.  He  was  an  ardent  advocate  of  the  republican  party  and  was  always 
willing  to  assist  his  friends  in  accomplishing  their  political  aspirations,  often 
doing  so  through  the  generosity  of  his  kindly  heart  when  it  was  detrimental  to  his 
own  interests.  The  mother,  Julia  Risley  before  her  marriage,  was  a  native  of 
Fredonia,  New  York,  and  was  a  woman  of  many  estimable  traits  of  character. 

Donald  M.  Douglass  in  his  boyhood  was  thrown  upon  his  own  resources  and 
his  opportunity  for  education  was  limited  to  a  very  brief  period  in  the  public 
schools  at  Grinned.  At  twelve  years  of  age  he  engaged  in  peddling  chickens  at 
Grinned.  At  fourteen  years  of  age  he  came  to  Des  Moines  and  entered  the 
employ  of  the  Bentley  Olmsted  Shoe  Company  as  offi  ce  boy  at  a  stipend  of  three 
dollars  per  week.  He  began  at  the  foot  of  the  ladder,  but  he  applied  himself 
diligently  and  conscientiously  and  arose  step  by  step,  with  the  passing  years. 
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until  on  the  7th  of  November,  1910,  he  was  elected  vice  president  of  the  com¬ 
pany.  He  is  also  vice  president  of  the  Mercer  Rubber  Company  of  Denver,  Colo¬ 
rado,  and  as  a  business  man  and  citizen  occupies  a  highly  creditable  position  in 
the  community. 

On  the  14th  of  October,  1896,  Mr.  Douglass  was  married  at  Des  Moines  to 
M  iss  Alice  Curtis,  a  native  of  Illinois,  and  it  is  doubtful  whether  a  happier 
home  is  to  be  found  in  the  state  than  that  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Douglass,  where  re¬ 
finement  and  sympathetic  companionship  abide.  He  is  an  earnest  advocate  of 
economy  and  the  simple  life,  and  his  ideas  are  heartily  concurred  in  by  his  wife. 
He  believes  that  simple  and  economical  living  is  conducive  to  peace  and  hap¬ 
piness,  as  it  undoubtedly  assists  in  promoting  the  financial  interests  and  general 
well  being  of  any  individual.  In  order  to  demonstrate  his  theory  he  purchased 
twenty-three  acres  of  land  near  the  city  on  which  he  erected  a  bungalow  at  a 
cost  of  six  hundred  dollars,  where  he  and  Mrs.  Douglass  welcome  their  friends 
and  show  that  extravagance  is  not  a  necessary  adjunct  to  comfort  and  happiness. 
He  is  active  in  church  work  and  is  a  valued  member  of  the  North  Park  Congre¬ 
gational  church.  He  also  holds  membership  in  the  Grant  Club  and  the  Young 
Mens  Christian  Association.  By  his  influence  and  example  lie  has  assisted  many 
to  adopt  his  ideas  of  a  simple  and  unconventional  life,  and  is  performing  his  part 
in  promoting  good  will  among  men  and  sane  living  among  a  wide  circle  of  friends 
and  acquaintances  in  Des  Moines. 


REV.  B.  E.  S.  ELY. 


Rev.  B.  E.  S.  Ely,  whose  eyes  closed  upon  earthly  scenes  at  Des  Moines 
April  22,  T910,  was  one  of  the  faithful  followers  of  the  great  Master,  illustrating 
by  many  years  of  devotion  to  a  noble  cause  the  true  principles  of  the  Christian 
life.  He  was  born  at  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania,  in  February,  1828,  the  son  of 
Kev.  Ezi a  Stiles  and  Alary  (Carswell)  Ely,  the  latter  of  whom  was  a  native  of 
Connecticut.  The  father  was  for  twenty-seven  years  pastor  of  the  old  Pine 
Street  Presbyterian  church  in  Philadelphia,  and  was  also  stated  clerk  of  the  gen¬ 
eral  assembly  for  twelve  years,  being  one  of  the  leading  men  of  the  denomina¬ 
tion  in  the  east.  He  was  a  graduate  of  Yale  University  and  was  noted  as  a 
scholar  and  theologian.  Grandfather  Ely  was  also  a  Presbyterian  minister  of 
high  standing  in  the  east,  the  family  for  generations  being  noted  for  the  intel¬ 
lectuality  of  its  members. 

Air.  Ely,  of  this  review,  received  every  desirable  advantage  of  education,  com¬ 
pleting  his  training  at  Delaware  College.  He  studied  law  and  was  admitted  to 
the  bar  under  Judge  Todd.  Just  as  he  was  preparing  to  begin  his  active  career 
the  California  gold  excitement  aroused  his  interest  and  he  crossed  to  the  Pacific 
coast,  wheie  he  soon  atti  acted  attention  by  his  ability  in  a  profession  which  en~ 
listed  in  California  many  of  the  brightest  minds  gathered  from  all  the  states  of 
the  Union.  He  was  an  active  factor  in  politics  and  was  elected  to  the  state  sen¬ 
ate  and  served  as  city  attorney  of  Sacramento,  also  being  a  candidate  for  con¬ 
gress^  for  which  office  he  was  defeated  by  just  one  vote.  He  introduced  the  first 
anti-liquor  bill  ever  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  state  legislature  of  California 
and  throughout  all  his  life  he  was  a  strong  and  persistent  advocate  of  temperance. 

Tt  had  been  the  wish  of  his  father  that  he  should  become  a  minister  of  the 
gospel  and  in  the  midst  of  a  large  and  growing  practice,  yielding  to  parental 
importunity,  he  gave  up  the  law  and  entered  the  pulpit,  his  first  charge  being  at 
Healsburg,  California.  Subsequently  lie  officiated  at  Stockton,  California,  and  in 
1871  accepted  a  call  as  pastor  of  the  Grace  Presbyterian  church  of  Chicago,  now 
the  Sixth  Presbyterian  church.  Here  he  met  with  splendid  Sliccess  and  attained 
a  standing  as  one  of  the  prominent  divines  of  the  city.  After  leaving  Chicago 
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he  occupied  the  pulpit  of  the  Willow  Creek  Presbyterian  church  of  Chicago,  Illi¬ 
nois,  and  of  the  First  Presbyterian  church  of  Ottumwa,  Iowa,  his  last  charge 
being  at  Winterset,  this  state.  In  1898,  having  arrived  at  the  age  of  seventy-one 
years,  he  retired  from  active  labor  and  came  to  Des  Moines,  where  he  passed  the 
remainder  of  his  life.  He  was  a  member  of  five  general  assemblies  of  the  Pres¬ 
byterian  church  and  was  widely  known  throughout  the  denomination  in  the 
United  States.  He  was  an  eloquent  speaker,  a  clear  thinker,  and  as  a  genuine 
Christian  set  an  example  which  many  earnestly  attempted  to  follow,  being  a  most 
powerful  agency  for  the  promotion  of  the  religious  life  wherever  he  was  known. 

Mr.  Ely  was  twice  married,  the  maiden  name  of  his  first  wife  being  Elizabeth 
McElroy.  She  was  a  native  of  Kentucky  and  passed  away  after  taking  up  her 
residence  on  the  Pacific  coast.  Of  the  seven  children  born  of  this  union,  three 
are  living:  Mrs.  S.  F.  Moore,  of  Wooster,  Ohio;  Mrs.  Laura  E.  Curtis,  whose 
husband  is  a  professor  of  Yale  University;  and  Rev.  B.  E.  S.  Ely,  of  Cedar  Rap¬ 
ids,  Iowa,  the  fourth  in  his  generation  to  become  a  minister.  Mr.  Ely  was  after¬ 
ward  married  to  Miss  Abbie  Aurelia  Moore,  who  was  born  in  Illinois.  One  son 
blessed  this  union,  Dr.  F.  A.  Ely,  who  was  graduated  from  the  medical  depart¬ 
ment  of  the  State  University  at  Iowa  City  and  took  a  post-graduate  course  in 
medicine  and  surgery  at  Harvard  College.  He  is  now  a  successful  practitioner 
of  Des  Moines. 

Mrs.  Ely  is  a  lady  of  many  rare  qualities  and  an  earnest  worker  in  social  and 
literary  lines.  She  is  a  valued  member  of  the  Woman's  Club  and  also  of  the 
chorus  of  that  organization,  and  has  for  some  time  served  with  general  approval 
as  secretary  of  the  Review  Club.  Mr.  Ely  devoted  the  principal  years  of  his  life 
to  the  work  upon  which  his  mind  and  energies  were  closely  concentrated  and  he 
was  more  than  ordinarily  successful  in  awakening  his  hearers  to  a  sense  of  their 
personal  responsibility  and  duty  to  their  fellowmen.  Having  accomplished  his 
earthly  work,  he  passed  to  his  reward,  leaving  a  record  of  which  all  who  knew 
him  may  justly  be  proud. 


ANSEL  H.  HULING. 

For  a  period  of  more  than  thirty  years  Ansel  H.  Hiding  has  been  prominently 
connected  with  various  insurance  publications  of  the  LYited  States,  and  at  the 
present  time  is  editor-in-chief  of  the  Underwriters’  Review  of  Des  Moines.  He 
was  born  in  Chenango  county,  New  York,  in  1838,  the  son  of  Daniel  Huling,  a 
Free  Baptist  minister.  He  is  a  descendant  of  the  religious  martyrs  of  the  six¬ 
teenth  century  in  England,  the  family  being  frequently  alluded  to  in  Macaulay’s 
history,  and  a  direct  descendant  of  Captain  James  Huling,  who  came  to  America, 
locating  in  Rhode  Island  in  1642,  while  his  grandfather,  Augustus  Huling,  served 
in  the  Revolutionary  war.  His  mother  prior  to  her  marriage  was  Lydia  Bur¬ 
lingame,  the  daughter  of  a  Methodist  minister  of  New  Berlin,  New  York,  and 
the  aunt  of  Anson  Burlingame,  an  American  diplomatist  and  politician,  who 
studied  law  in  Boston  under  Charles  Sumner.  The  latter  was  elected  to  Con¬ 
gress  from  Massachusetts  in  1855,  being  there  at  the  time  Congressman  Brooks 
made  his  unwarranted  attack  on  Sumner,  which  act  was  denounced  by  Bur¬ 
lingame,  who  later  was  challenged  by  the  southern  senator  to  a  duel.  Burlingame 
accepted  the  challenge,  the  meeting  to  take  place  on  the  Canadian  side  of  Niagara 
Falls,  the  weapons  to  be  rifles  at  fifty  yards.  Burlingame  and  his  second  were 
there  at  the  time  appointed  but  Brooks  failed  to  materialize.  In  1861,  following 
the  expiration  of  his  term  of  office  in  Congress,  Anson  Burlingame  was  appointed 
ambassador  to  China,  where  he  remained  for  six  years.  Subsequent  to  that  pe¬ 
riod  he  became  special  ambassador  from  China  to  negotiate  treaties  with  the 
LYited  States,  England,  Denmark,  Sweden,  Holland  and  Russia,  these  serving  as 
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the  foundation  of  the  treaty  effected  with  the  allied  powers  following  the  Boxer 
uprising  in  1899.  Mr.  Burlingame  passed  away  in  St.  Petersburg  in  February, 
1870,  while  in  the  service  of  the  Chinese  government. 

Ansel  H.  Hiding  was  reared  at  home  and  acquired  his  preliminary  education 
m  the  public  schools  and  academies  of  Chautauqua  county,  New  YYrk,  and  in 
northern  Illinois,  whither  his  parents  had  removed  when  he  was  seventeen  years 
of  age.  Later  he  attended  Hillsdale  College,  Michigan,  leaving  before  he  had 
been  awarded  his  degree,  however,  in  order  to  engage  in  teaching.  In  1862  he 
entered  the  Free  Baptist  ministry  and  for  nine  years  filled  the  pastorate  of  various 
churches  in  northern  Illinois  and  southern  Wisconsin,  following  which  he  served 
for  two  or  three  years  as  associate  editor  of  the  Christian  Freeman  of  Chicago. 
Owing  to  the  state  of  his  health  he  was  compelled  to  abandon  the  ministry  in 
1870,  after  which  he  entered  the  employ  of  the  Life  Association  of  America  of 
St.  Louis,  as  manager  of  the  southern  Illinois  department  with  headquarters  at 
Springfield  ;  afterward  he  became  joint  manager  of  the  same  company  at  Chi¬ 
cago. 

He  withdrew  from  this  latter  in  order  to  become  western  editor  and  manager 
of  the  Morning  Star,  a  religious  weekly  of  Boston.  He  remained  on  the  staff 
of  this  publication  until  1880,  when  he  became  editor  of  the  Investigator  of  Chi¬ 
cago,  which  position  he  retained  for  nearly  five  years.  From  1886  to  October, 
1889,  Mr.  Huling  was  superintendent  of  publications  of  the  Union  Central  Life 
of  Cincinnati,  following  which  he  was  associate  editor  of  the  Insurance  and 
Finance  Chronicle  of  Montreal.  Returning  to  Chicago  he  engaged  in  literary 
work  until  the  spring  of  1895,  when  he  again  accepted  an  editorial  position  on 
the  Investigator.  In  March  of  the  ensuing  year,  he  became  editor  of  the  Argus, 
continuing  in  that  capacity  until  February,  1900,  when  he  became  editor  of  the 
Insurance  Herald  of  Louisville,  now  published  at  Atlanta,  Georgia.  Resigning 
from  this  on  the  1st  of  February,  1903,  he  became  editor  of  the  Underwriters’ 
Review  of  Des  Moines.  Mr.  Huling  is  generally  recognized  as  one  of  the  strong¬ 
est  and  ablest  writers  on  insurance  topics  in  the  United  States  today.  All  of  the 
articles  on  marine  and  accident  insurance  for  the  latest  revised  American  edition 
of  the  Encyclopedia  Brittanica  were  from  his  pen.  He  also  compiled  in  1898  a 
most  interesting  and  exhaustive  compilation  and  treatise  on  the  ‘‘Panics  of  the 
United  States,”  besides  which  he  has  been  an  extensive  and  varied  contributor 
to  the  religious  press. 

Mr.  Huling  was  united  in  marriage  in  i860  to  Miss  Emila  L.  Stewart  and  in 
April,  1910,  they  celebrated  their  golden  wedding.  Unto  them  were  born  two 
daughters :  Alice  A.,  who  taught  in  the  Oak  Park,  Illinois,  schools  for  a  number 
of  years ;  and  Edith  A.  Both  are  now  living  at  home  with  their  parents,  how¬ 
ever.  Fraternally,  Mr.  Hiding’s  relations  are  confined  to  the  Masonic  order,  in 
which  he  has  attained  high  rank.  He  is  a  life  member  of  Waubansia  Lodge,  No. 
160,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  Chicago,  and  a  Knight  Templar;  he  is  also  a  thirty-second 
degree  Mason  of  the  Scottish  rite,  being  a  life  member  of  the  Oriental  Consis¬ 
tory  of  Chicago. 


JOHN  T.  CONROY. 

John  T.  Conroy,  justice  of  the  peace  of  Des  Moines  township,  was  born  in 
New  York  city,  May  2,  1882,  but  has  spent  the  greater  part  of  his  life  west  of  the 
Mississippi.  The  family  is  of  Irish  lineage.  His  father,  James  Conroy,  who 
was  born  in  County  Mayo,  Ireland,  came  to  America  in  1871  and  arrived  in  Des 
Moines  in  1884.  He  devoted  most  of  his  life  to  contracting,  although  in  his  later 
years  he  lived  retired,  passing  away  February  5,  1910,  at  the  very  advanced  age 
of  ninety  years.  In  his  native  county  he  had  wedded  Mary  Menahan,  who  was 
also  born  in  County  Mayo.  Her  death  occurred  August  23,  1906. 
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John  T.  Conroy,  the  youngest  in  a  family  of  nine  children,  pursued  his  edu¬ 
cation  in  the  St.  Ambrose  parochial  school  and  in  St.  Mary’s  school  and  the  Cap¬ 
ital  City  Commercial  College.  He  determined  to  make  the  practice  of  law  his 
life  work  and  to  this  end  entered  Drake  University,  from  which  he  was  gradu¬ 
ated  LL.  B.  in  1907.  Folowing  his  preparation  for  the  bar  he  was  appointed 
United  States  commissioner  in  the  western  district  of  the  Indian  Territory,  being 
located  at  Grove  from  the  16th  of  January,  1907,  until  May,  1909.  He  was  next 
appointed  assistant  city  solicitor  of  Des  Moines  and  filled  the  office  from  the  lat¬ 
ter  part  of  1909  until  the  spring  of  1910.  On  the  nth  of  April  of  that  year  he 
was  appointed  justice  of  the  peace  of  Des  Moines  township,  which  position  he 
is  still  filling.  Thus  throughout  the  entire  period  of  his  manhood  he  has  contin¬ 
ued  in  public  office  and  has  ever  discharged  his  duties  with  ability  and  fidelity 
that  have  won  him  high  commendation. 

In  politics  Mr.  Conroy  is  a  republican  and  takes  an  active  part  in  campaign¬ 
ing  and  is  recognized  as  a  factor  in  local  political  circles.  He  belongs  to  the  Ro¬ 
man  Catholic  church  and  to  various  fraternal  organizations,  including  the  Benev¬ 
olent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks,  the  Knights  of  the  Maccabees,  the  Yeomen, 
the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America,  the  Woodmen  of  the  World  and  the  Knights 
of  Columbus.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Waveland  Club  and  belongs  to  the 
Polk  County  Bar  Association.  He  is  yet  a  young  man  but  has  made  a  creditable 
record  in  the  various  connections  where  he  has  been  found  and  his  ability  prom¬ 
ises  further  advancement  in  the  future. 


BERNARD  FREDERICK  REHKOPF. 

Through  almost  his  entire  life  Bernard  Frederick  Rehkopf  has  filled  posi¬ 
tions  of  public  trust,  political  and  otherwise,  and  his  loyalty  to  the  duty  and 
faith  reposed  in  him  has  ever  been  one  of  his  most  strongly  marked  character¬ 
istics.  He  is  now’  serving  for  the  sixteenth  year  as  grand  recorder  of  the 
Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen  and  the  success  of  this  strong  fraternal 
organization  is  largely  attributable  in  recent  years  to  his  efforts.  A  native  of 
Galveston,  Texas,  he  was  born  July  26,  1846,  a  son  of  Henry  Augustus  and 
Magdalene  (Van  Buren)  Rehkopf.  The  father,  a  native  of  Hanover,  Ger¬ 
many,  engaged  for  many  years  in  the  harness  and  saddlery  business,  following 
that  pursuit  until  his  death  in  1868.  His  wife,  who  was  born  in  the  canton 
of  Bern,  Switzerland,  long  survived  him  and  died  [March  2,  1906. 

During  the  boyhood  of  Bernard  F.  Rehkopf  his  parents  removed  to  Van 
Buren  county,  Iowa,  where  he  pursued  his  education  in  the  public  schools.  He 
also  attended  Bryant  &  Stratton  Commercial  College  of  Chicago,  continuing 
his  studies  to  the  age  of  nineteen  years,  when  he  turned  his  attention  to  teleg¬ 
raphy,  in  which  connection  he  was  associated  with  the  Burlington  Railroad 
Company,  at  Montrose,  Iowa.  On  account  of  his  father’s  illness,  however,  he 
was  obliged  to  take  charge  of  home  interests  in  Van  Buren  county,  and  after¬ 
ward  never  took  up  the  business  for  which  he  had  first  qualified. 

Becoming  a  prominent  factor  in  local  political  circles,  in  January,  1876,  he 
entered  upon  the  duties  of  county  auditor  of  Van  Buren  county,  to  which  posi¬ 
tion  he  had  been  elected  the  previous  fall.  His  capable  service  during  his  first 
term  led  to  his  reelection  and  he  continued  in  the  office  for  four  years.  He  after¬ 
ward  went  upon  the  road  as  traveling  salesman  for  Acres,  Blackmar  &  Com¬ 
pany,  blank  book  manufacturers  and  stationers  of  Burlington,  Iowa,  with  whom 
he  continued  until  January,  1883,  when  on  account  of  ill  health  he  was  obliged 
to  leave  the  road.  Removing  to  Des  Moines  in  January,  1883,  he  accepted  the 
position  of  chief  clerk  in  the  state  auditor’s  office,  and  that  his  services  were 
entirely  satisfactory  is  indicated  by  the  fact  that  he  was  continued  in  the 
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position  for  fourteen  years,  or  during  the  administrations  of  J.  L.  Brown,  Cap¬ 
tain  J.  A.  Lyons  and  C.  G.  McCarthy.  During  this  time,  in  May,  1895,  he  was 
elected  grand  recorder  of  the  Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen  and  has  filled 
this  position  to  the  present  time,  being  splendidly  qualified  for  the  duties  of 
the  office,  for  he  is  not  only  in  thorough  sympathy  with  the  beneficent  spirit 
of  the  order,  but  also  has  business  qualifications  that  are  manifested  in  his 
prompt  dispatch  of  the  work,  his  keen  insight  into  the  possibilities  of  a  situation 
and  his  effective  efforts  for  the  growth  and  development  of  the  organization.  He 
likewise  holds  membership  with  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America,  the  Knights 
of  the  Maccabees  and  the  Royal  Arcanum. 

On  the  1 2th  of  February,  1874,  in  Keosauqua,  Iowa,  Mr.  Rehkopf  was 
married  to  Miss  Aralda  J.  Cheney,  a  daughter  of  Edward  J.  Cheney  and  a  native 
of  the  city  in  which  their  marriage  was  celebrated.  Three  children  were  born 
unto  them:  Laura,  born  in  Bentonsport,  Iowa,  October  17,  1875,  is  the  wife  of 
Dr.  L.  D.  Carpenter,  of  Indianola,  this  state.  They  have  two  children:  Cath¬ 
erine  C.,  who  was  born  in  Indianola,  October  3,  1903 ;  and  Elizabeth,  also  born 
in  Indianola.  Ned  Bernard,  the  second  child,  was  born  in  Keosauqua,  August 
26.  1877,  married  Miss  Ellen  Darling  Erwin.  He  is  a  West  Point  graduate 
of  the  class  of  1902,  connected  with  the  United  States  army,  and  at  the  present 
time  is  an  instructor  at  West  Point  with  the  rank  of  first  lieutenant  of  Battery 
E.  Second  Regiment.  His  company,  however,  is  now  in  the  Philippine  Islands. 
Lieutenant  Rehkopf  has  three  children:  Isabel,  who  was  born  at  Fort  Russell, 
Wyoming;  and  Jane  and  Ellen,  born  at  West  Point.  Katherine  E.,  the  third 
child  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rehkopf,  was  born  in  Des  Moines,  November  3,  1885, 
and  has  been  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  this  city  and  in  Simpson  College 
at  Indianola.  Iowa.  She  has  specialized  in  music,  possesses  a  very  fine  contralto 
voice  and  is  a  leading  member  of  the  choir  of  the  Central  Christian  church. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rehkopf  are  members  of  Trinity  Methodist  Episcopal  church, 
in  the  work  of  which  they  are  actively  and  helpfully  interested.  His  political 
allegiance  has  always  been  given  to  the  republican  party.  The  list  of  the  leading 
citizens  of  Iowa  contains  his  name  as  one  of  the  representative  and  honored 
residents  of  Polk  county.  His  record  as  an  official  and  business  man  has  been 
so  honorable  that  he  has  gained  the  confidence  and  good  will  of  all  with  whom 
he  has  been  brought  in  contact,  and  as  grand  recorder  of  the  Ancient  Order  of 
United  Workmen  he  has  won  still  higher  encomiums  from  his  fellowmen  by 
reason  of  the  fidelity  and  ability  which  he  has  manifested  in  the  discharge  of  his 
duties. 


JULIUS  LEDIG. 

One  of  the  well  known  florists  of  Des  Moines  is  Julius  Ledig,  who  owns 
some  of  the  best  greenhouses  of  the  city  at  the  corner  of  Nineteenth  and  High 
streets,  where  he  is  doing  an  excellent  business.  A  son  of  Gotlob  and  Theresa 
Ledig,  he  was  born  in  Germany  in  September,  1855.  The  parents  spent  their 
entire  lives  in  a  small  village  in  the  fatherland,  where  the  father  engaged  in 
mercantile  pursuits  until  his  demise  in  1870.  The  mother  survived  him  thirty- 
five  years,  passing  away  in  1905. 

Julius  Ledig  \#as  reared  in  the  land  of  his  nativity  and  in  the  common  schools 
of  which  he  acquired  his  education,  remaining  a  member  of  the  paternal  house¬ 
hold  until  he  was  fifteen  years  of  age.  Following  the  death  of  his  father  he  ap¬ 
prenticed  himself  to  a  florist  for  three  years,  from  the  expiration  of  which  period 
until  1880  he  worked  at  his  trade  in  the  old  country.  Realizing  at  the  age  of 
twenty-five  years,  the  limited  opportunities  afforded  in  his  native  country  as  well 
as  the  slight  probability  of  his  ever  acquiring  a  business  of  his  own,  Julius  Ledig 
decided  to  take  passage  for  America. 
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Upon  his  arrival  in  the  United  States  he  first  located  at  Burlington,  Iowa, 
but  being  unable  to  procure  work  at  his  trade  entered  the  employ  of  the  Chicago, 
Burlington  &  Quincy  Railroad.  After  remaining  in  their  service  for  five  months 
he  went  to  Mississippi,  where  he  worked  for  sixteen'  days.  He  then  tramped 
back  to  St.  Louis,  obtaining  a  position  in  a  florist’s  shop.  Resigning  his  situation 
in  fifteen  months  he  went  to  Milwaukee,  continuing  to  follow  his  trade  in  that 
city  until  1884,  when  he  came  to  Des  Moines  to  take  a  position  as  florist  and 
gardener  with  J.  S.  Polk.  Leaving  the  service  of  Mr.  Polk  at  the  end  of  a  year 
he  accepted  a  similar  place  with  Mr.  G.  H.  Windsor,  from  which  he  withdrew 
in  1886  in  order  to  engage  in  business  with  a  friend.  Disposing  of  his  interests 
at  the  end  of  nine  months  he  again  entered  the  employ  of  Mr.  Windsor,  with 
whom  he  remained  for  six  years.  At  the  end  of  that  period  he  rented  a  piece 
of  ground  on  South  Ninth  street  upon  which  he  erected  some  greenhouses  and 
again  went  into  business  for  himself.  Here  he  encountered  various  hardships 
and  misfortunes.  It  was  an  unusually  rainy  season  and  as  the  ground  in  that 
portion  of  the  city  is  quite  low  his  property  was  twice  inundated,  which  put  him 
to  considerable  expense  in  addition  to  the  loss  sustained.  Giving  up  his  lease  he 
removed  to  Seventeenth  street  where  he  remained  five  years  at  the  end  of  which 
period  he  was  forced  to  vacate,  the  land  being  wanted  for  building  purposes. 
He  then  bought  the  block  where  he  is  now  located  and  well  established,  and  where 
he  enjoys  a  large  and  constantly  growing'as  well  as  lucrative  patronage. 

In  1895,  Mr.  Ledig  married  Miss  Katie  Spieth  and  unto  them  has  been  born 
one  child,  Lydia  C.,  a  school  girl  of  fifteen  years.  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ledig  hold 
membership  in  the  German  Lutheran  church,  while  fraternally  he  affiliates  with 
the  Woodmen  of  the  World.  Being  a  stanch  republican  Mr.  Ledig  gives  his  sup¬ 
port  to  the  men  and  measures  of  that  party,  and  not  being  an  office  seeker  he 
never  takes  a  particularly  active  interest  in  local  politics,  preferring  to  concen¬ 
trate  his  energies  upon  the  advancement  of  his  private  affairs.  During  the  long 
period  of  his  residence  in  America  he  has  met  with  many  hardships  and  dis¬ 
couragements,  but  by  means  of  his  tireless  energy,  indomitable  courage  and  well 
directed  effort  has  at  last  attained  a  position  which  promises  him  ease  and  com¬ 
fort,  if  not  affluence  in  the  latter  days  of  his  life’s  journey. 


HENRY  HUTSONPILLER. 

Henry  Hutsonpiller  is  numbered  among  the  venerable  citizens  of  Des 
Moines  and  his  life  of  honorable  activity  and  sterling  worth  constitutes  an  ex¬ 
ample  well  worthy  of  emulation.  He  was  born  in  Washington  county,  Tennes¬ 
see,  August  4,  1826,  a  son  of  Jacob  and  Catharine  (Kaufman)  Hutsonpiller, 
both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Virginia.  At  an  early  age,  however,  they  removed 
to  Tennessee,  becoming  pioneers  of  that  state,  where  they  resided  until  their 
son  Henry  was  about  seven  years  of  age,  when  they  went  to  Indiana.  The  an¬ 
cestry  of  the  family  is  German  and  both  the  paternal  and  maternal  grandfather 
of  Henry  Hutsonpiller  were  soldiers  of  the  Revolutionary  war  and  also  fought 
in  the  war  of  1812.  Following  their  removal  to  Indiana,  Jacob  and  Catharine 
Hutsonpiller  remained  residents  of  that  state  until  called  to  their  final  rest.  The 
father  died  in  1832  and  the  mother,  remaining  in  Greencastl£,  Putnam  county, 
there  passed  away  in  September,  1842. 

They  were  farming  people  and  upon  the  old  homestead  farm  Henry  Hut¬ 
sonpiller  resided  until  his  sixteenth  year,  when  his  mother  died  and  the  home 
was  broken  up.  He  afterward  became  an  apprentice  to  the  trade  of  wagon¬ 
making,  his  term  of  indenture  covering  three  and  a  half  years,  after  which  he 
enlisted  as  a  volunteer  in  the  Mexican  war,  becoming  a  member  of  Company 
A,  First  Regiment  of  Indiana  Infantry.  He  continued  at  the  front  as  a  private 
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until  honorably  discharged,  having  served  for  five  months,  and  he  is  one  of  the 
few  remaining  veterans  of  the  struggle  with  Mexico. 

When  his  military  service  was  over  Mr.  Hutsonpiller  returned  to  Greencastle, 
Indiana,  at  which  time  he  entered  Asbury  University,  having  become  impressed 
with  the  value  and  worth  of  education  as  a  factor  in  success.  His  early  educa¬ 
tion  was  acquired  in  the  common  schools  and  for  six  months  he  continued  a 
student  in  the  university,  after  which  he  took  up  his  trade  of  wagon-making, 
carrying  on  business  on  his  own  account  until  the  fall  of  1848.  When  gold 
was  discovered  in  California  in  1849  he  decided  to  go  to  the  coast  and  with  ox 
teams  made  the  long  journey  across  the  hot  and  arid  plains,  the  sands  of  the 
desert  and  through  the  mountain  passes.  Day  after  day  he  traveled  on  after 
the  tedious  manner  of  the  times,  camping  out  along  the  trail  at  night.  It  was 
never  known  when  an  Indian  attack  might  be  expected  and  at  all  times  careful 
watch  was  kept  against  the  unexpected  approach  of  Indians  and  of  wild  ani¬ 
mals,  but  at  length  the  journey  was  over  and  he  reached  the  gold  fields.  He 
did  not  meet  with  the  success  that  he  had  anticipated,  however,  and  decided  to 
return  to  the  old  home  at  Greencastle.  He  remained  there  for  only  a  few  months, 
for  in  May,  1851,  he  came  to  Iowa,  settling  in  Polk  county. 

Here  he  first  secured  a  claim  of  river  land  about  five  miles  from  the  present 
site  of  Des  Moines  and  upon  the  tract  built  a  home.  Later  he  removed  to  the 
capital  city,  where  he  engaged  in  wagon-making  on  his  own  account  but  still 
retained  the  ownership  of  the  farm.  He  remained  in  the  wagon-making  business 
for  about  five  years,  at  the  end  of  which  time  ill  health  forced  his  retirement, 
for  he  was  suffering  with  lung  trouble.  He  then  took  up  carpentering,  which  he 
followed  for  about  five  years,  after  which  he  again  became  connected  with  the 
wagon-maker’s  trade.  Subsequently,  with  others,  he  engaged  in  the  manufacture 
of  wagons,  plows  and  farm  implements,  carrying  on  that  business  for  about 
seven  years.  On  account  of  failing  health  he  sold  out  and  from  that  time  on  for  a 
considerable  period  devoted  much  of  his  attention  to  general  agricultural  pursuits 
and  to  real  estate.  He  is  still  the  owner  of  an  excellent  farm,  which  is  now  within 
the  city  limits  but  was  not  included  within  the  borders  of  Des  Moines  at  the  time 
of  the  purchase.  For  thirty  years  he  has  lived  upon  this  farm,  which  is  now  in  the 
northeastern  part  of  the  city.  All  through  the  years  he  has  engaged  more  or 
less  in  real-estate  dealing,  and  he  has  built  many  houses  in  the  city,  largely  giving 
his  attention  to  this  work  after  selling  the  wagon  factory.  Fie  has  built  houses 
for  rental  purposes  and  has  done  much  to  improve  and  develop  East  Des  Moines. 
He  is  yet  the  owner  of  considerable  property  on  the  east  side,  although  he  has 
disposed  of  a  considerable  amount.  At  one  time  he  owned  a  part  of  the  land 
where  the  new  postoffice  now  stands  and  there  lived  for  some  years  and  then  re¬ 
moved  to  the  east  side  on  Locust  street,  where  he  resided  for  twenty-two  years, 
afterward  buying  the  place  upon  which  he  yet  resides.  He  has  watched  the 
growth  and  development  of  this  city  from  an  early  period  in  its  upbuilding  and 
his  labors  have  been  an  important  element  in  its  progress.  He  has  taken  a  keen 
interest  in  financial  circles ;  having  been  a  director  in  the  American  Savings 
Bank  for  several  years  and  is  a  large  stockholder  in  the  Iowa  National  Bank. 

In  1851,  in  Greencastle,  Indiana,  Mr.  Hutsonpiller  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Miss  Amelia  C.  Ritchhart,  a  daughter  of  John  and  Eliza  (Koontz)  Ritchhart, 
both  of  whom  were  natives  or  Maryland  and  in  early  life  became  residents  of 
Indiana,  settling  there  when  it  was  still  a  pioneer  district.  The  death  of  Mrs. 
Hutsonpiller  occurred  April  23,  1898,  when  she  was  sixty-five  years  of  age.  and 
her  demise  was  greatly  regretted  by  many  friends  as  well  as  her  immediate  fam¬ 
ily.  Two  children  were  born  of  this  union.  Charles  H.  was  born  September 
16,  1854,  on  the  site  of  the  present  postoffice.  He  married  Lillian  Davis,  of  Des 
Moines,  a  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Melvina  (Johnson)  Davis.  Charles  H.  Hut- 
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sonpiller  has  for  many  years  been  a  prominent  real-estate  owner  of  Des  Moines, 
The  younger  son,  William  H.,  died  at  the  age  of  two  years. 

Mr.  Hutsonpiller  is  the  only  surviving  soldier  of  the  Mexican  war  living  in 
Polk  county.  He  has  now  passed  the  age  of  eighty-four  years  but  is  still  hale  and 
hearty  and,  although  not  so  active  in  business  as  he  was  formerly,  he  still  at¬ 
tends  to  his  financial  affairs  and  real-estate  investments.  He  is  a  very  delightful 
man  to  meet,  genial  and  approachable,  and  throughout  his  business  career  has 
maintained  an  unassailable  reputation  for  his  honesty  and  integrity.  He  takes 
deep  and  helpful  interest  in  those  who  are  not  blessed  with  the  comforts  of  life 
and  never  refuses  to  lend  a  helping  hand  or  to  give  liberally  to  any  worthy  cause, 
but  always  without  ostentation.  He  is  particularly  generous  to  missions  and 
believes  in  spreading  the  gospel  of  good  tidings,  of  mutual  helpfulness  and  of 
brotherly  kindness.  He  never  dwells  upon  his  own  good  deeds,  yet  his  fellow 
citizens  know  and  appreciate  what  he  has  done.  His  record  is  an  excellent  ex¬ 
ample  of  how  kind  nature  is  to  those  who  do  not  abuse  her  laws.  He  has  ever 
abstained  from  all  forms  of  intoxicants  and  has  long  been  a  stanch  advocate  of 
the  prohibition  cause.  In  fact,  his  whole  life  has  been  an  influencing  force  for 
good,  for  development  and  for  the  upbuilding  of  the  individual  and  the  com¬ 
munity,  and  no  man  is  more  worthy  of  the  high  esteem  of  his  fellow  citizens  than 
is  Henry  Hutsonpiller. 


FAYETTE  MEEK. 

Fayette  Meek,  whose  time  and  energy  were  for  many  years  devoted  to  busi¬ 
ness  interests  with  an  unusual  degree  of  success,  may  truly  be  designated  as  one 
of  the  men  who  have  been  prominent  in  the  upbuilding  of  Des  Moines.  Although 
now  retired  from  active  life,  his  influence  is  perceived  and  felt  in  the  many  beau¬ 
tiful  buildings  he  was  instrumental  in  erecting  in  the  city,  and  he  is  accorded  de¬ 
served  recognition  as  one  of  the  highly  useful  men  of  Des  Moines.  He  comes  of 
English  and  German  lineage  and  was  born  in  Goshen,  Clermont  county,  Ohio, 
March  9,  1831,  a  son  of  Samuel  G.  and  Marilla  (Newton)  Meek.  The  father  was 
born  in  Virginia  in  1798.  He  studied  medicine  and  practiced  in  Ohio  until  1839, 
when  he  came  to  Burlington,  Iowa,  and  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business,  also 
becoming  well  known  as  a  farmer  and  milling  man.  He  died  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
eight  years  and  nine  months. 

Fayette  Meek  attended  school  during  his  early  boyhood  in  a  room  adjoining 
a  cooper  shop  in  the  same  building,  so  that  the  recitations  were  enlivened  by  the 
merry  sound  of  the  hammer  and  saw.  After  retiring  from  the  schoolroom  he  be¬ 
gan  his  active  career  under  his  father,  continuing  until  he  was  twenty-two  years 
of  age,  when  he  went  to  Keosauqua,  Iowa,  and  engaged  in  the  mercantile  busi¬ 
ness  with  his  brother-in-law,  General  J.  M.  Tuttle,  with  whom  he  continued  for 
seventeen  years. 

In  1868  he  came  to  Des  Moines  and  for  four  years  was  identified  with  the 
grocery  business,  subsequently  entering  the  wholesale  pork  business  upon  an  ex¬ 
tensive  scale.  Building  up  a  lucrative  patronage,  he  sold  out  to  a  friend,  J.  H. 
Windsor,  and  began  devoting  his  attention  to  real  estate,  which  he  handled  with 
marked  success.  He  also  bought  six  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  good  land  in 
Dallas  county  which  he  greatly  improved,  making  it  one  of  the  most  attractive 
farms  in  that  part  of  the  state.  He  has  built  many  houses  in  Des  Moines  and  is 
the  owner  of  considerable  property  in  this  city,  much  of  which  he  acquired  when 
prices  were  very  much  lower  than  they  are  today,  thus  demonstrating  his  faith 
in  the  future  development  of  the  capital  city.  Since  1900  he  has  lived  retired. 

On  the  1 8th  day  of  October,  1858,  Mr.  Meek  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Caroline  A.  Dibble,  who  was  born  in  Syracuse,  New  York,  a  niece  of  fudge 
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George  D.  Wright.  They  had  four  sons,  two  of  whom  are  now  living:  Alva,  of 
Des  Moines,  and  Dale,  who  married  Miss  Nella  Black  and  makes  his  home  on  a 
farm  in  Dallas  county,  Iowa. 

Mr.  Meek  has  been  a  supporter  of  the  principles  and  candidates  of  the  re¬ 
publican  party  ever  since  that  party  was  organized,  and  although  never  desirous 
of  holding  public  office,  he  has  assisted  many  of  his  friends  to  secure  official  posi¬ 
tions.  By  the  intelligent  direction  of  his  business  affairs  he  became  financially 
independent  and  now  lives  in  comfort  and  ease,  spending  a  large  part  of  his  time 
upon  his  farm,  upon  which  he  has  built  a  fine  residence,  and  which  is  provided 
with  every  facility  for  making  life  agreeable. 

Wholly  unassuming,  Mr.  Meek  is  possessed  of  many  noble  traits  of-  character 
which  have  attracted  a  host  of  friends.  During  a  long  and  honorable  career  he 
has  assisted  many  financially  and  also  by  an  example  of  devotion  to  a  high  sense 
of  duty,  which  has  ever  been  one  of  his  prominent  characteristics.  At  the  age 
of  four-score  years  he  is  in  active  possession  of  all  the  faculties  of  mind  and  body 
and  as  a  patriotic  citizen  is  always  ready  to  lend  his  aid  to  any  worthy  movement 
that  aims  to  promote  the  permanent  welfare  of  his  fellowmen. 


ROBERT  M.  HAINES. 

From  the  beginning  of  his  professional  life  Robert  M.  Haines,  of  Des 
Moines,  has  been  deeply  in  earnest  in  his  work  and  he  has  thus  gained  recogni¬ 
tion  as  one  of  the  reliable  and  progressive  attorneys  of  the  state.  He  is  es¬ 
pecially  known  as  a  man  who  never  sacrifices  principle  for  financial  reward  and 
he  will  not  appear  as  an  advocate  of  any  cause  which  he  believes  to  be  wrong. 
He  was  born  at  Grinnell,  Iowa,  June  17,  1875,  and  is  a  son  of  Robert  M.  and 
Joanna  (Harris)  Haines.  The  father  was  born  near  Salem,  Ohio,  December 
29,  1838.  He  came  to  Iowa  in  1858  and  after  spending  a  few  months  in 
Hardin  county  took  up  his  residence  at  Grinned  in  the  spring  of  1859,  becom¬ 
ing  a  highly  successful  lawyer.  He  served  in  the  state  senate  from  1879  to  1881 
and  for  years  was  prominent  in  legal  and  political  affairs.  In  politics  he  was  a 
republican.  He  assisted  in  organizing  the  State  Bar  Association  and  was  presi¬ 
dent  of  that  body  at  the  time  of  his  death,  which  occurred  December  23,  1893. 

Mrs.  Haines  was  born  on  a  farm  near  Harrisville,  Pennsylvania,  in  1844, 
and  now  lives  on  the  family  homestead  in  Grinned.  Her  ancestors  on  the 
paternal  side  came  from  England  with  William  Penn  and  were  members  of  the 
Friends  church.  On  the  maternal  side  her  ancestors  came  to  this  country  from 
Scotland.  Her  great-grandfather  was  an  ironmonger  of  Pennsylvania  in  colonial 
times  and  was  a  loyalist.  He  was  very  wealthy  and  was  a  stanch  believer  in  the 
divine  right  of  kings. 

Robert  M.  Haines  was  the  fourth  child  in  order  of  birth  in  a  family  of  six 
children.  He  attended  the  public  schools  and  the  high  school  of  Grinned,  grad¬ 
uating  from  the  latter  in  1891.  In  1895  he  was  graduated  at  Grinned  College 
with  the  degree  of  A.  B.  He  next  entered  the  post  graduate  department  of 
Corned  University  and  also  studied  law  in  that  institution.  Later  he  became 
a  student  in  the  law  department  of  the  State  University  at  Iowa  City,  receiving 
the  degree  of  LL.  B.  in  1897. 

He  began  the  practice  of  law  at  Grinned  where  he  continued  for  seven  years. 
In  February,  1905,  seeking  a  larger  field,  he  took  up  his  residence  in  Des  Moines 
and  became  a  member  of  the  state  board  of  insurance  examiners.  After  filling 
this  office  for  a  year  he  reentered  the  general  practice  of  law,  in  which  he  con¬ 
tinued  until  September,  1908,  when  lie  formed  a  partnership  with  Frank  S'. 
Dunshee,  the  style  of  the  firm  being  Dunshee  &  Haines,  and  making  a  specialty 
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of  corporation  law.  The  firm  has  been  highly  successful  and  among  its  clients 
are  some  of  the  large  corporations  of  the  city  and  state. 

While  a  resident  of  Grinnell  Mr.  Haines  was  nominated  and  elected  on  the 
reform  ticket  as  city  attorney.  He  accepted  the  responsibility  and  proceeded 
to  enforce  the  laws,  whereupon  there  arose  great  complaint  on  the  part  of 
business  men  and  many  prominent  citizens.  Seeing  that  the  enforcement  of  the 
law  was  not  desired  in  the  community,  although  it  apparently  had  been  in¬ 
dorsed  at  the  election,  Mr.  Haines  resigned  his  office,  preferring  not  to  serve 
at  all  rather  than  to  violate  his  oath.  He  is  a  strong  believer  in  obedience  to 
the  law,  and  even  during  the  short  time  he  served  as  city  attorney  he  accom¬ 
plished  much  good  along  the  lines  of  reform. 

He  organized  and  founded  the  Interstate  Business  Men's  Accident  Asso¬ 
ciation  and  was  a  member  of  the  board  of  directors  during  the  first  year.  He 
has  been  general  counsel  of  the  association  since  it  obtained  its  charter,  May 
ii,  1908.  The  membership  now  numbers  over  seventeen  thousand  and  the 
headquarters  are  maintained  in  Des  Moines.  He  is  recognized  as  one  of  the 
highly  effective  public  speakers  of  the  state.  He  has  given  much  time  and  study 
to  the  subject  of  taxation  and  is  generally  known  in  the  state  as  the  author  and 
advocate  of  reform  taxation  for  Iowa,  sometimes  locally  designated  as  “Henry 
Georgism.”  He  has  many  believers  in  his  ideas  in  Iowa  and  has  strong  hopes 
of  great  changes  in  the  future  methods  of  taxation  in  this  state.  Professionally 
he  is  a  member  of  the  Polk  County  Bar  Association  and  the  Iowa  State  Bar 
Association. 

On  the  21  st  of  June,  1905,  Mr.  Haines  was  married  at  Grinnell  to  Miss 
Katherine  Bray,  a  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Henry  M.  Bray.  The  family  is 
very  promient  socially  at  Grinnell,  Mr.  Bray  being  one  of  the  largest  cattle 
feeders,  shippers  and  buyers  in  Iowa,  his  ranch  covering  over  six  hundred  acres. 
Politically  Mr.  Haines  gives  his  support  to  the  republican  party.  He  is  a 
leader  in  this  district  and  is  a  prominent  campaigner,  having  been  on  the  stump 
in  every  political  campaign  since  1906.  Fraternally  he  is  a  member  of  Lodge 
No.  98,  B.  P.  O.  E.,  of  which  he  is  leading  knight,  the  second  office  of  the 
lodge.  As  an  intelligent  student  of  the  law  and  a  clear  and  successful  expounder 
of  its  principles,  he  is  held  in  high  esteem  by  his  brethren  at  the  bar,  and  his 
circle  of  influence  is  each  year  becoming  wider.  Upon  all  subjects  in  which  he 
is  interested  he  is  fair  and  outspoken,  the  keynote  of  his  character  being  his 
devotion  to  what  he  considers  to  be  just  and  true. 


WILLARD  FERGUSON. 

During  recent  years  the  land  business  has  grown  enormously  until  today  it 
employs  the  time  and  attention  of  many  of  the  brightest  men  of  the  country. 
Willard  Ferguson,  of  Des  Moines,  is  one  of  the  active  and  wide-awake  land  men 
of  the  west  and  has  gained  wide  recognition  on  account  of  his  special  ability  in 
determining  values  and  prognosticating  results  of  investments.  He  was  born  in 
Polk  county,  December  23,  1874,  the  son  of  W.  H.  and  Sarah  Elizabeth  (Ken¬ 
nedy)  Ferguson,  the  latter  of  whom  was  born  in  Polk  county  in  1852.  Upon 
the  maternal  side  the  ancestry  of  the  family  has  been  traced  back  to  the  period 
of  the  Revolutionary  war.  Mr.  Ferguson,  Sr.,  was  born  in  Ohio  in  1849.  At 
seven  years  of  age  he  came  with  his  parents  to  Polk  county.  After  attaining 
manhood  he  devoted  his  attention  to  agricultural  pursuits  in  this  county.  There 
were  four  children  in  the  family  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ferguson,  namely  :  Avie  Alice, 
now  the  wife  of  W.  E.  Paden,  a  farmer  of  Polk  county;  Willard,  the  subject  of 
this  review  ;  Eva,  wife  of  T.  G.  Murrow,  also  a  farmer  of  Polk  county ;  and 
Walter,  who  married  Bertha  Powers,  and  is  living  in  this  county. 
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Willard  Ferguson  grew  up  upon  his  father’s  farm  and  assisted  about  the 
house  and  in  the  fields  when  not  in  attendance  at  the  district  schools.  He  later 
became  a  student  of  the  Runnells  high  school,  graduating  with  the  class  of  i8q2, 
and  also  possessed  the  advantages  of  attendance  at  Highland  Park  College.  At 
the  age  of  nineteen  years  he  secured  a  teacher’s  certificate  and  taught  school  for 
several  years  in  Polk  county,  then  engaging  in  the  mercantile  business  for  four 
years  and  at  the  same  time  successfully  managing  a  farm. 

The  great  movement  to  unoccupied  lands  of  the  west  aroused  his  attention 
and  he  went  into  the  emigration  business,  serving  as  treasurer  of  the  Royal  Land 
Company,  and  more  recently  as  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  Star  Land  Com¬ 
pany,  promoting  upon  an  extensive  scale  the  sale  of  lands  in  the  Panhandle  of 
Texas,  the  company  owning  the  lands  which  it  handles.  The  company  is  now 
incorporated  for  $50,000  and  sell  land  in  the  lower  Rio  Grande  valley.  This 
company  also  owns  and  handles  the  business  of  the  Monarch  Machine  Company, 
Inc. 

In  December,  1898,  Mr.  Ferguson  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Anna  M. 
Richardson,  born  in  New  York  in  August,  1878,  daughter  of  Seth  and  Anna 
(Asy)  Richardson.  The  parents  came  to  Iowa  when  Mrs.  Ferguson  was  in  her 
girlhood.  The  father  is  a  well  known  miller.  Three  children  have  blessed  the 
home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ferguson:  Ray,  who  was  born  September  20,  1899;  Ralph, 
born  March  19,  1903 ;  and  Norma,  born  in  1905.  Mr.  Ferguson  could  have 
easily  attained  financial  competence  as  a  teacher,  merchant  or  farmer,  but  he  has 
found  no  reason  to  regret  having  turned  his  attention  to  land  investments.  He 
has  shown  excellent  practical  judgment  and  an  aptitude  for  his  chosen  calling  that 
gives  great  promise  of  continued  success.  He  and  his  family  are  connected  with 
the  Christian  church.  Politically  he  is  allied  with  the  republican  party,  and  fra¬ 
ternally  with  the  Odd  Fellows. 


PROFESSOR  JOHN  WILLIAM  REHMANN. 

The  present  work  would  be  incomplete  if  it  failed  to  make  a  record  of  the 
talented  musician  and  scholar,  now  deceased,  whose  name  stands  at  the  head  of 
this  review.  Like  many  distinguished  men  of  America,  he  was  of  Teutonic  an¬ 
cestry,  and  was  born  in  Mecklenburg,  Germany,  December  14,  1856.  He  was  the 
son  of  John  C.  Rehmann,  who  came  to  America  late  in  life  and  located  upon  a 
small  farm  at  Strawberry  Point,  Iowa,  where  he  passed  the  remainder  of  his 
days. 

John  William  Rehmann  received  his  preliminary  education  in  the  public 
schools  and  after  being  confirmed  in  the  Lutheran  church  became  a  student  in  a 
seminary  at  Luebthean.  Arriving  in  this  country,  he  was  sent  by  the  church  to 
Galena,  Illinois,  with  the  expectation  that  he  would  study  for  the  ministry,  hav¬ 
ing  shown  an  unusual  ability  up  to  that  time  in  the  various  branches  constituting 
the  fundamentals  of  an  education. 

However,  he  soon  developed  such  remarkable  musical  ability  that  his  teach¬ 
ers  easily  perceived  the  direction  in  which  his  destiny  pointed  and,  accordingly,  he 
was  given  thorough  instruction  in  music  and  the  languages.  His  first  employ¬ 
ment  was  as  teacher  of  languages  and  music  in  a  seminary  at  St.  Sebald,  Iowa. 
After  occupying  this  position  most  acceptably  for  one  year,  he  became  professor 
)f  modern  languages  at  Cedar  \  alley  College.  Osage,  Iowa,  continuing  there  for 
five  years  and  gaining  an  enviable  reputation  in  a  line  to  which  he  gave  such 
close  attention  that  he  aroused  the  keenest  interest  on  the  part  of  his  pupils.  In 
1890  he  came  to  Des  Moines  where  he  engaged  privately  as  a  teacher  of  languages 
and  music.  He  was  proficient  in  all  departments  of  music  and  also  an  unusually 
fine  linguist,  being  well  versed  in  the  Latin,  Greek,  Hebrew,  French,  English, 
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Italian,  German  and  Scandinavian  languages.  He  gave  lectures  on  French, 
German,  English  and  American  literature  which  were  largely  attended  and  elicited 
many  favorable  comments.  He  was  a  clear  and  interesting  speaker  and  as  a 
teacher  had  few  superiors  anywhere  in  the  country. 

After  entering  upon  his  active  career  he  made  short  trips  to  Europe  for  the 
purpose  of  study  and  observation,  taking  his  family  with  him  to  Berlin  in  1900 
and  remaining  to  1903,  in  order  to  give  his  children  the  very  best  educational 
advantages.  He  was  organist,  his  services  being  given  gratis,  at  the  German 
Lutheran  church  for  eighteen  years,  and  at  times  filled  the  pulpit  when  the  pas¬ 
tor  was  unable  to  be  present.  He  delivered  a  series  of  lectures  upon  musical 
history  at  Drake  University  during  the  last  two  years  of  his  life  which  attracted 
wide  attention  and  showed  a  research  and  power  of  condensation  which  placed 
him  in  the  first  rank  among  the  teachers  of  the  west. 

In  August,  1879,  Professor  Rehmann  was  united  in  marriage  at  Independ¬ 
ence,  Iowa,  to  Aliss  Anna  M.  Gundlach,  a  daughter  of  Christian  Gundlach,  a 
farmer  of  this  state.  Of  this  union  five  children  were  born,  namely:  Adelaide, 
now  Airs.  Weissinger,  of  Stuttgart,  Germany;  Anna,  now  Airs.  Palas,  of  Des 
Moines  ;  Elsa,  who  was  for  some  time  a  teacher  of  music  at  Drake  University, 
but  is  now  a  private  teacher ;  John  C.,  now  in  the  senior  class  of  Drake  Univer¬ 
sity  :  and  Theodore,  a  student  in  the  high  school. 

Professor  Rehmann  was  a  man  of  many  accomplishments  and  he  appeared  to 
excel  in  everything  he  undertook.  He  was  indefatigable  in  his  search  for  knowl¬ 
edge  and  never  considered  any  expenditure  of  energy  too  great,  in  his  tireless 
labors  upon  any  of  the  great  subjects  that  attracted  his  attention.  He  was  deeply 
loved  by  his  pupils  whose  lives  were  profoundly  influenced  by  contact  with  this 
friend  and  counselor,  and  whose  words  were  regarded  as  truth,  almost  as  bind¬ 
ing  as  the  injunctions  of  Holy  Writ.  He  departed  this  life  September  8,  1907,  his 
death  being  the  occasion  of  deep  regret,  not  only  on  the  part  of  his  family,  but 
on  that  of  a  host  of  friends  who  had  learned  to  respect  him  for  his  many  noble 
qualities. 


LELAND  WINDSOR. 

Leland  Windsor  is  successfully  identified  with  business  interests  in  Des 
Moines  as  the  vice  president  of  the  Windsor-Purity  Candy  Company,  wholesale 
manufacturing  confectioners.  His  birth  occurred  in  Chicago,  Illinois,  on  the 
23d  of  November,  1868,  his  parents  being  J.  H.  and  Minnie  G.  (Moore)  Wind¬ 
sor.  They  established  their  home  in  Iowa  about  1872,  J.  H.  Windsor  becoming 
the  head  of  the  Des  Aloines  Packing  Company  and  remaining  a  prominent  and 
respected  resident  of  this  city  until  called  to  his  final  rest  in  1907. 

Leland  Windsor,  who  was  a  lad  of  seven  years  when  he  came  to  Des  Moines 
with  his  parents,  received  his  early  education  in  the  public  schools  of  this  city 
and  subsequently  attended  the  Shattuck  Military  School  at  Faribault,  Minne¬ 
sota,  being  graduated  from  that  institution  in  1887.  On  starting  out  in  the  busi¬ 
ness  world  he  entered  the  Des  Moines  Saving  Bank  under  Simon  Casady,  re¬ 
maining  in  that  employ  until  1904.  In  that  year  he  was  appointed  state  bank 
examiner  by  Auditor  B.  F.  Carroll,  which  position  he  held  until  1907,  when  he 
took  up  his  present  duties  as  vice  president  of  the  Windsor-Purity  Candy  Com¬ 
pany,  which  had  been  organized  by  his  brother,  J.  R.  Windsor,  in  1906/  They 
have  gained  a  very  satisfactory  reputation  and  a  substantial  trade  and  each 
year  sees  a  decided  increase  in  their  business. 

In  1892  Air.  Windsor  was  united  in  marriage  to  Aliss  Katherine  Young,  a 
daughter  of  Henry  and  Jennie  (Ingalls)  Young,  of  Des  Aloines,  who  came 
to  this  city  about  1882.  Unto  our  subject  and  his  wife  has  been  born  one 
child,  Doris,  who  is  now  fifteen  years  of  age  and  is  attending  school. 
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Air.  Windsor  belongs  to  the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks,  the 
Golf  and  Country  Club  and  the  Hyperion  Club,  while  both  he  and  his  wife  are 
members  of  St.  Paul’s  Episcopal  church.  The  rules  which  govern  his  con¬ 
duct  and  shape  his  life  are  such  as  command  confidence  and  regard  in  every 
land  and  clime  and  in  the  city  where  the  greater  part  of  his  life  has  been  passed 
Leland  Windsor  is  honored  and  respected  by  all  who  know  him. 


SAAIUEL  P.  IVES. 

There  is  little  doubt  that  the  best  managed  and  most  popular  institution  in 
the  United  States  is  the  postoffice  department.  Indeed,  it  has  been  claimed  that 
the  United  States  postal  service  represents  the  high  water  mark  of  civilization — 
that  it  is  the  best  expression  of  the  intelligence  and  efficiency  of  man  to  be  found 
anywhere.  Whether  this  is  true  or  not  it  is  generally  acknowledged  that  the 
postoffice  is  indispensable  to  modern  life  and  its  affairs  in  all  their  details  are 
remarkably  well  conducted. 

Samuel  P.  Ives,  assistant  superintendent  of  mails  at  Des  Aloines,  is  one 
who  contributes  his  part  toward  the  efficiency  of  the  postal  service.  He  is  a 
native  of  this  city,  where  he  was  born  August  25,  1861,  and  is  a  son  of  Samuel 
P.  and  Electa  A.  (Dowling)  Ives,  of  whom  mention  is  made  elsewhere  in  this 
work. 

Air.  Ives,  the  subject  of  this  review,  was  educated  in  the  public  and  high 
schools  of  Des  Moines  and,  upon  the  completion  of  his  education,  desiring  to 
see  the  world  and  at  the  same  time  also  to  acquire  a  fortune,  went  to  Colorado, 
where  he  engaged  actively  in  prospecting  and  mining  for  four  years,  being  in 
a  measure  successful.  However,  he  returned  to  his  native  city  in  1885  and  en¬ 
tered  the  postal  service,  in  which  he  has  been  promoted  from  time  to  time.  He 
has  served  as  assistant  superintendent  of  mails  since  1904.  To  attain  the  posi¬ 
tion  now  held  by  Air.  Ives  requires  special  adaptability  and  years  of  experi¬ 
ence  and  training.  It  calls  also  for  alertness,  accuracy,  tact  and  knowledge  of 
details  to  an  extent  which  the  uninitiated  scarcely  ever  imagines.  Air.  Ives  has 
filled  his  position  with  an  ability  and  has  fully  met  the  acceptance  of  patrons 
and  officials  of  the  department  and  is,  therefore,  one  of  the  valued  and  trusted 
public  servants. 

On  the  1 2th  of  December,  1900,  Air.  Ives  was  united  in  marriage  at  Des 
Aloines  to  Aliss  Bessie  K.  Davis,  a  daughter  of  Joseph  P.  Davis,  well  known  as 
one  of  the  old  residents  of  this  city.  Mr.  Ives  gives  his  support  to  the  republi¬ 
can  party.  Socially  he  is  quite  popular,  having  passed  almost  his  entire  life 
in  Des  Aloines.  He  has  devoted  twenty-five  years  to  the  postal  service,  attain¬ 
ing  a  record  of  which  he  and  his  friends  may  justly  be  proud.  He  is  one  of  the 
highly  respected  and  esteemed  citizens  of  Des  Aloines. 


WILLIAM  M.  ELDRED. 

Although  a  recent  addition  to  the  business  circles  of  Des  Aloines,  William 
AI.  Eldred  has  already  established  his  right  to  be  classed  with  the  representative 
and  progressive  young  men  of  the  city  where  he  has  become  well  known  as  the 
general  manager  of  the  Alitchell  Advertising  Agency.  He  was  born  in  Alarion 
county,  Iowa,  on  the  4th  of  Alay,  1883,  a  son  of  Daniel  H.  and  Caroline  (AIc- 
Kinney)  Eldred.  The  mother  died  Alarch  30.  1907,  but  the  father  is  still  living. 
He  came  to  Iowa  in  the  early  60s  and  for  a  long  period  resided  in  this  city  but 
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is  now  living  in  North  Dakota,  where  for  a  number  of  years  he  has  been  retired 
from  business. 

Becoming  a  resident  of  Des  Moines  in  his  youthful  days,  William  M.  Eldred 
attended  the  public  schools  here,  continuing  his  course  to  the  age  of  seventeen 
years,  when  he  set  out  to  become  a  factor  in  the  business  world.  Turning  his 
attention  to  life  insurance,  he  accepted  a  clerical  position  with  the  Equitable 
Life  Insurance  Company  of  New  York  and  was  advanced  through  intermediate 
positions  to  that  of  assistant  cashier.  During  three  years  of  this  period  he  spent 
a  considerable  portion  of  the  time  in  St.  Paul,  Minnesota,  and  while  residing 
there  became  connected  with  the  Mitchell  Advertising  Agency,  which  offered 
him  a  more  lucrative  position,  with  promises  of  speedy  advancement.  He  was 
employed  by  the  company  in  St.  Paul  until  April,  1909,  when  he  came  to  Des 
Moines  and  opened  a  branch  office  for  the  above  firm  in  this  city,  becoming  its 
general  manager.  Here  he  has  demonstrated  his  fitness  for  the  capable  con¬ 
trol  of  important  interests,  for  under  his  guidance  the  business  has  grown  along 
substantial  lines.  On  January  1,  1911,  the  McDonald  Advertising  Service  con¬ 
solidated  with  the  Mitchell  Advertising  Agency,  of  Des  Moines,  and  by  reason 
of  this  consolidation  Mr.  Eldred  now  has  an  associate  manager. 

On  the  nth  of  September,  1907,  Mr.  Eldred  was  married  in  Des  Moines 
to  Miss  Myrtle  Meyer,  a  daughter  of  William  Meyer,  and  a  native  of  Nebraska, 
although  her  family  have  been  residents  of  this  city  for  the  past  seventeen  years, 
her  father  being  now  connected  with  Lederer,  Strauss  &  Company.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Eldred  have  two  children:  Janice,  born  at  St.  Paul,  Minnesota,  June  25, 
1908;  and  Harriet,  born  in  Des  Moines,  May  22,  1910.  In  politics  Mr.  Eldred 
is  a  progressive  republican.  He  is  also  connected  with  the  Ad  Club  of  Des 
Moines,  of  which  he  is  now  secretary  and  treasurer,  secretary  of  the  Associated 
Advertising  Clubs  of  Iowa,  and  is  a  member  of  the  Commercial  Club  and  the 
Waveland  Golf  Club.  He  is  a  typical  young  man  of  the  present  day,  alert  and 
enterprising,  seeking  for  the  expansion  of  business  affairs  and  developing  his 
interests  along  substantial  lines,  which  are  based  upon  close  application,  un¬ 
faltering  industry,  and  a  thorough  understanding  of  business  conditions  of 
the  present  day. 


JOHN  P.  LAYMAN. 

Closely  associated  for  many  years  with  the  progress  of  Des  Moines  and 
vicinity,  John  P.  Layman  earned  the  gratitude  of  all  lovers  of  the  capital  city 
by  his  services  in  uncovering  great  resources  in  this  region  which  previously  to 
his  time  had  lain  concealed  underground.  He  was  the  discoverer  of  No.  3 
vein  in  the  coal  deposit  and  was  also  instrumental  in  bringing  about  many  im¬ 
provements  and  leading  to  many  discoveries  in  horticulture  and  fruit-growing 
which  have  been  of  great  practical  value  to  central  Iowa.  He  was  born  at  Put- 
namville,  Indiana,  July  29,  1837,  a  son  of  Albert  G.  and  Jane  (Howe)  Layman, 
the  mother  being  a  daughter  of  Judge  Howe  of  Albany,  New  York. 

John  P.  Layman  received  the  rudiments  of  education  in  the  public  schools  of 
his  native  state  and  as  he  grew  to  manhood  became  well  versed  in  science, 
literature  and  politics,  acquiring  an  unusually  thorough  education  which  he  sup¬ 
plemented  by  wide  reading  for  many  years.  He  studied  law  and  was  admitted 
to  the  bar,  engaging  quite  successfully  in  practice.  However,  his  plans  were 
interfered  with  by  the  Civil  war,  as  he  felt  it  his  duty  to  assist  to  the  extent 
of  his  ability  in  upholding  the  Union.  He  enlisted  in  Company  C,  One  Hundred 
and  Forty-ninth  Indiana  Volunteers,  and  advanced  to  the  first  lieutenancy,  taking 
part  in  many  of  the  great  battles  and  movements  of  the  war.  He  was  wounded 
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in  the  lungs,  the  injury  inducing  heart  disease,  from  which  he  suffered  at  times 
during  the  remainder  of  his  life. 

After  the  close  of  the  war  Mr.  Layman  took  up  his  permanent  residence  in 
Des  Moines,  having  previously  visited  this  city.  In  1851  his  father  purchased 
a  large  farm  in  Polk  county  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  city  and  four  years 
later  he  and  a  brother  spent  two  years  upon  the  farm  making  improvements. 

After  adopting  Des  Moines  as  his  home  he  devoted  considerable  attention 
to  the  property  interests  of  the  family  and  also  engaged  in  farming  upon  his  own 
account. 

Through  reading  and  observation  he  came  to  the  conclusion  that  the  coal 
deposits  of  the  district  had  not  been  thoroughly  explored.  The  No.  2  vein  was 
being  mined  at  a  loss  and.  believing  that  even  more  valuable  deposits  might  be 
found  at  greater  depth,  Mr.  Layman  purchased  the  necessary  machinery  and 
discovered  a  seven  foot  vein,  which  became  known  as  No.  3  vein,  and  he  suc¬ 
ceeded  in  locating  two  valuable  mines  upon  the  family  property.  In  his  business 
he  was  associated  with  his  brother  E.  H.,  and  together  they  platted  forty  acres 
on  Clark  avenue,  a  portion  of  which  was  disposed  of  as  building  lots.  The 
brother  moved  to  San  Diego,  California,  in  1899.  John  P.  Layman  devoted  a 
great  deal  of  time  to  horticulture.  *He  was  a  lover  of  roses  and  his  home  was 
beautifully  ornamented  with  the  choicest  varieties  of  flowers.  He  also  gave 
much  attention  to  the  development  of  various  varieties  of  cherries  and  intro¬ 
duced  a  hardy  peach,  which  proved  very  successful  in  this  climate.  He  was 
also  a  grower  of  Jonathan  and  Grimes’  Golden  apples  upon  a  scale  which  had 
not  been  attained  previously  and  met  with  success  in  the  raising  of  pears. 

On  the  9th  of  March,  1881,  at  Greencastle, .  Indiana,  Mr.  Layman  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Jennie  Torr,  a  graduate  of  De  Pauw  University  of 
the  class  of  1876.  By  this  union  two  children  were  born:  Mrs.  Julia  Lybyer,  who 
now  makes  her  home  with  her  mother ;  and  Isabella  Rose,  deceased  in  infancy. 
Mrs.  Layman  is  a  woman  of  fine  business  and  executive  ability  and  is  in  charge 
of  the  real-estate  interests  of  the  family.  She  has  built  twelve  residences  in  the 
city,  and  is  the  owner  of  a  farm  north  of  Des  Moines  through  which  the  inter- 
urban  line  runs.  She  has  had  the  soil  of  this  farm  analyzed,  the  result  showing 
that  a  portion  of  it  is  adapted  for  the  manufacture  of  sewer  pipe,  a  vein  of  clay 
eighty  feet  thick  having  been  traced  across  the  entire  farm,  making  this  tract 
of  land  exceptionally  valuable.  Both  she  and  her  daughter  are  members  of  the 
Des  Moines  Woman’s  Club. 

Mr.  Layman  was  called  away  December  10,  1903,  at  the  age  of  sixty-six 
years.  He  was  a  resident  of  Des  Moines  for  about  forty  years  and  he  left 
behind  a  memeory  which  will  long  be  cherished  by  those  with  whom  he  associated. 
He  was  never  a  member  of  any  religious  denomination  but  was  a  liberal  con¬ 
tributor  to  churches  and  friendly  to  all  movements  that  aimed  to  ameliorate  the 
ills  of  humanity.  Politically  he  was  in  sympathy  with  the  republican  party, 
and  socially  he  was  identified  with  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic. 


DONALD  R.  GUTHRIE. 

A  life  which  has  been  governed  by  high  principles  and  devoted  in  a  large 
measure  to  the  promotion  of  the  best  interests  of  others  has  attracted  many  friends 
to  Donald  R.  Guthrie,  of  Des  Moines.  He  is  identified  with  the  real-estate  and 
insurance  business  and  has  attained  a  measure  of  success  which  indicates  splendid 
adaptability  to  his  calling  and  also  proves  that  he  has  made  use  of  a  liberal  amount 
of  energy  and  discrimination.  He  was  born  in  Des  Moines  September  12,  1880, 
the  son  of  A.  W.  and  Louisa  (Penn)  Guthrie,  the  latter  of  whom  was  born  in 
Ohio,  December  21,  1845.  The  father  was  born  in  Lancaster  county,  Pennsyl- 
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vania,  September  25,  1845.  He  was  an  attorney  and  a  dealer  in  real  estate  irr 
East  Des  Moines  for  thirty-eight  years,  where  he  died  March  24,  1909. 

There  were  nine  children  in  the  family'  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Guthrie,  three  of 
whom  died  before  reaching  maturity.  The  others  are:  Minnie  L.,  now  at  home; 
George  W.,  now  living  in  Oregon,  who  is  married  and  was  formerly  a  missionary 
in  India,  returning  to  this  country  on  account  of  failing  health;  Charles  P.,  who 
is  engaged  in  the  real-estate  business  with  his  brother  in  Des  Moines ;  Arthur 
J.,  who  is  married  and  living  in  Des  Moines ;  Donald  R.,  the  subject  of  this  re¬ 
view;  and  Stella,  the  wife  of  Harry  Goodrich,  boys’  secretary  of  the  Young 
Men’s  Christian  Association  of  Des  Moines. 

Donald  R.  Guthrie  received  his  preliminary  education  in  the  public  schools 
of  Des  Moines  and  later  attended  the  Iowa  Wesleyan  University  at  Mount  Pleas¬ 
ant.  He  began  his  active  career  as  a  Sunday-school  missionary  in  Keokuk  and 
Washington  counties,  Iowa,  continuing  in  this  work  for  two  years.  Returning 
to  Des  Moines,  he  entered  the  real-estate  and  insurance  business  and  maintains 
offices  at  No.  420  East  Fifth  street.  He  handles  Des  Moines  properties  and  Iowa 
lands  and  is  recognized  as  one  of  the  most  capable  young  men  in  these  lines  in 
the  city. 

In  1904  Mr.  Guthrie  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Mary  Belle  Tillitt,  who 
was  born  at  Boone,  Iowa,  April  26,  1885,  a  daughter  of  Rev.  B.  C.  Tillitt,  for 
many  years  a  minister  of  the  Congregational  church,  and  now  deceased.  The 
maiden  name  of  the  mother  was  Elizabeth  Annetta  Joice.  Three  children  have 
blessed  the  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Guthrie:  Donald  Joice,  born  November  21, 
1905;  Mary  Louise,  born  June  15,  1908;  and  Genevieve  Tillitt,  born  February 
7,  1910,  and  who  died  July  2  of  the  same  year. 

Mr.  Guthrie  has  devoted  considerable  attention  to  the  study  of  political  and 
social  problems,  being  a  constant  reader  and  thinker,  and  as  the  result  of  his  in¬ 
vestigations  he  accepts  the  platform  of  the  prohibition  party.  He  regards  the 
saloon  as  the  greatest  menace  to  modern  society  and  accordingly  casts  his  ballot 
in  behalf  of  the  elimination  of  the  liquor  traffic.  In  religious  views  he  finds  him¬ 
self  in  harmony  with  the  Methodist  church  and  is  a  valued  member  of  that  or¬ 
ganization  and  a  liberal  contributor  toward  its  support.  While  at  college  lie 
joined  the  Beta  Theta  Pi  fraternity  and  he  still  retains  membership  in  that  so¬ 
ciety.  He  is  a  man  of  large  social  instincts  and  is  widely  known  in  the  city  of 
his  birth  on  account  of  his  manly  characteristics  of  courage,  energy  and  per¬ 
severance. 


EDWIN  F.  BOURNE. 

For  a  period  of  more  than  forty  years  Edwin  F.  Bourne  has  been  actively 
identified  with  the  commercial  activities  of  Des  Moines.  A  native  of  this  state 
he  was  born  in  Clinton  on  the  nth  of  December,  1858,  a  son  of  George  W. 
Bourne  and  a  direct  descendant  of  Captain  Bourne,  who  came  from  England  in 
1714  and  located  in  Maine,  from  which  state  later  members  of  the  family  went 
to  the  front  during  the  Revolution.  The  father  was  born  in  Kennebunk,  Maine, 
but  migrated  to  Iowa  in  an  early  day,  entering  the  adjutant  general’s  department 
of  state  until  his  retirement  in  1880.  Mr.  Bourne  passed  away  in  1903  and  was 
laid  to  rest  in  Woodlawn  cemetery. 

When  Edwin  F.  Bourne  was  a  lad  of  six  years  his  parents  removed  to  Daven¬ 
port,  Iowa,  later  coming  to  Des  Moines.  His  education  was  acquired  in  the  pub¬ 
lic  schools  and  after  completing  the  course  of  same  he  entered  the  employ  of  Keys, 
Thompson  &  Reeves  in  the  capacity  of  errand  boy,  remaining  there  four  years. 
Subsequently  he  entered  the  service  of  Mason  &  Company,  as  shipping  clerk, 
continuing  in  that  position  two  years,  at  the  expiration  of  which  period  he  was 
put  on  the  road  as  salesman.  After  having  been  identified  with  the  latter  occu- 
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pation  four  years  he  went  with  the  American  Express  Company  as  driver,  but 
withdrew  from  this  at  the  end  of  six  months  to  become  an  employe  of  the  United 
States  Express  Company.  He  served  in  various  capacities  until  1892,  at  which 
time  he  was  made  traveling-  auditor,  retaining  that  office  for  ten  years  thereafter. 
A  competent  business  man  and  trustworthy  employe,  the  company  rewarded  his 
faithful  discharge  of  duties  in  1902  by  making  him  the  head  of  the  city  office  of 
Des  Moines,  which  position  he  still  occupies. 

On  the  nth  of  December,  1884,  Mr.  Bourne  and  Miss  Florence  Hartung  were 
united  in  marriage.  Their  religious  views  accord  with  those  of  the  Baptist  de¬ 
nomination,  with  which  church  they  are  identified  by  membership,  while  fra¬ 
ternally  Mr.  Bourne  affiliates  with  the  Masonic  order,  being  a  past  master  of 
Pioneer  Lodge,  No.  22,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  the  Ancient  Order  of  United 
Workmen. 

Mr.  Bourne  accords  his  political  support  to  the  republican  party,  as  he  con¬ 
siders  that  its  policy  is  best  adapted  to  protect  the  united  interests  of  the  public, 
but  never  having  aspired  to  official  honors  he  does  not  actively  participate  in 
civic  affairs  of  a  governmental  nature. 


ALEXANDER  M.  LINN,  M.  D. 


The  consensus  of  public  opinion  accords  to  Dr.  Alexander  M.  Linn  a  posi¬ 
tion  of  distinction  as  a  representative  of  the  medical  profession  in  Des  Moines. 
In  this  connection  high  official  honors  have  been  conferred  upon  him,  while  a 
liberal  practice  is  also  accorded  him.  His  ability  is  constantly  increasing  because 
of  his  close  and  thorough  investigation  into  the  realms  of  knowledge  bearing 
upon  health  and  his  practice  is  conducted  along  the  most  scientific  lines.  He 
was  born  in  Brownsville,  Fayette  county,  Pennsylvania,  February  16,  1854.  His 
father,  Andrew  Linn,  also  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  was  of  Scotch-Irish  descent. 
Haying  arrived  at  years  of  maturity,  he  wedded  Ruth  Ann  Bailey  and  in  the 
spring  of  1865  he  removed  with  his  family  to  Iowa,  settling  near  Mount  Pleas¬ 
ant,  where  he  secured  a  tract  of  land  and  engaged  in  farming  up  to  the  time 
of  his  retirement,  his  last  days  being  spent  in  the  enjoyment  of  well  earned  rest. 
During  the  period  of  the  Civil  war  he  was  a  stanch  and  stalwart  advocate  of  the 
Union  cause  but  the  condition  of  his  health  prevented  him  from  going  to  the 
front.  Fie  died  in  February,  1909,  at  the  venerable  age  of  eighty-six  years,  and 
is  still  survived  by  his  widow,  who  is  now  eighty-one  years  of  age. 

Dr.  Linn,  a  youth  of  eleven  years  when  the  family  came  to  Iowa,  supple¬ 
mented  his  public  school  education  by  study  in  Howell’s  Academy  at  Mount 
Pleasant  and  also  in  the  Wesleyan  University,  from  which  he  was  graduated 
with  the  class  of  1877.  He  afterward  engaged"  in  teaching  school  and  his  ability 
in  that  direction  is  indicated  in  the  fact  that  he  was  chosen  principal  of  the 
schools  at  Winfield,  Iowa,  and  so  served  for  several  years,  but  he  regarded  this 
merely  as  an  initial  step  to  other  professional  labor  and  took  up  the  study  of 
medicine.  It  was  after  commencing  his  studies  that  he  was  appointed  county 
superintendent  of  schools  in  Henry  county,  Iowa,  in  January,  1879,  and  served 
during  1880  and  1881.  On  retiring  from  the  office,  which  he  had  acceptably 
filled,  he  resumed  the  study  of  medicine  and  entered  the  Hahnemann  Medical 
College  of  Chicago,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1883  with  the  valedictorian 
honors  of  his  class. 

The  same  year  Dr.  Linn  located  for  practice  in  Des  Moines  and  in  his  chosen 
field  of  labor  has  met  with  gratifying  and  creditable  success.  He  keeps  in  touch 
with  the  onward  progress  of  the  profession  through  his  membership  in  the 
Des  Moines  Medical  Society,  the  Iowa  State  Homeopathic  Medical  Society  and 
the  American  Institute  of  Homeopathy  and  his  prominence  in  professional  cir- 
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cles  is  indicated  in  the  fact  that  he  was  honored  with  election  to  the  presi¬ 
dency  of  his  state  society  in  1905.  He  had  been  president  of  the  Missouri  Val¬ 
ley  Homeopathic  Medical  Society  in  1903  and  from  1901  until  1910  was  a 
member  of  and  president  of  the  state  board  of  health  and  president  of  the  board 
of  medical  examiners.  He  was  also  assistant  surgeon  of  the  Third  Regiment 
of  the  Iowa  National  Guard  for  several  years  and  performed  all  of  the  duties 
of  these  various  connections  in  addition  to  the  work  of  a  large  private  practice, 
such  as  has  been  accorded  him  throughout  almost  the  entire  period  of  his 
residence  in  Des  Moines. 

In  1887  Dr.  Linn  was  married  to  Miss  Emma  Work,  who  died  in  1892,  and  in 
1896  he  wedded  Elizabeth  Guyer.  They  have  one  son,  Alexander,  now  twelve 
years  of  age.  Dr.  Linn  is  a  member  of  Capital  Lodge,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  the 
Knights  Templar  commandery.  He  is  greatly  interested  in  the  moral  progress 
of  the  community  and  for  fifteen  years  has  served  on  the  board  of  directors  of 
the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association.  He  has  also  been  a  member  of  the 
board  of  directors  of  the  First  Methodist  church  for  the  past  twenty  years  and 
for  twenty-five  years  was  teacher  of  the  same  class  in  the  Sunday  school. 
Progress  might  well  be  termed  the  keynote  of  his  character.  It  is  manifest  not 
only  in  his  professional  connections  but  in  his  service  in  behalf  of  his  fellowmen 
and  especially  in  his  church  and  kindred  work.  He  stands  for  all  that  is  best 
for  the  individual  and  for  humanity  at  large  and  even  the  physician’s  close 
study  of  human  nature  has  never  caused  him  to  lose  his  faith  in  the  ultimate 
triumph  of  good. 


CHARLES  P.  BAGG. 

Among  the  more  recent  adjuncts  to  the  commercial  fraternity  of  Des  Moines 
must  be  numbered  Charles  P.  Bagg,  who  in  conjunction  with  two  of  his  brothers 
is  conducting  a  general  store  at  the  corner  of  Ninth  street  and  Park  avenue.  One 
of  Iowa's  sons  he  was  born  in  Polk  county  on  the  4th  of  April,  1867,  his  par¬ 
ents  being  William  G.  and  Persis  (Brooks)  Bagg,  natives  of  Massachusetts. 
Migrating  to  Iowa  in  1856  they  located  upon  an  unimproved  farm  which  Mr. 
Bagg  had  purchased  in  Adair  county  and  in  the  cultivation  of  which  he  engaged 
for  eight  years.  Disposing  of  his  property  at  the  expiration  of  that  period  he 
bought  eighty  acres  in  Bloomfield  township,  Polk  county,  upon  which  they  re¬ 
sided  until  1871,  when,  selling  this  property,  they  removed  to  a  fruit  farm  con¬ 
taining  thirty-five  acres  in  the  same  township.  After  operating  this  for  several 
years  he  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  brick,  with  which  industry  he  continued 
to  be  identified  until  he  passed  away  on  the  10th  of  January,  1888.  During  the 
latter  years  of  his  life  he  erected  and  sold  many  residences  upon  speculation.  Mrs. 
Bagg  survived  him  four  years,  her  demise  occurring  on  the  6th  of  June,  1892. 

Reared  upon  the  old  homestead,  Charles  P.  Bagg  acquired  his  education  in 
the  district  and  public  schools  of  Polk  county,  graduating  from  the  West  high 
school  of  Des  Moines  in  the  class  of  1885.  After  completing  his  education  he 
engaged  in  the  fruit  growing  industry  until  1893,  remaining  at  home  until  after 
the  demise  of  his  mother,  at  which  time  he  opened  a  grocery  store  at  the  corner 
of  Ninth  and  Park  avenue.  After  conducting  this  for  one  year  his  brother, 
Harry  D.,  went  into  partnership  with  him  and  they  continued  the  business  until 
1908,  when  a  third  brother,  Arthur  G.,  also  became  interested.  Since  that  date 
the  three  have  been  engaged  together  and  by  means  of  their  united  capital  have 
very  largely  increased  their  stock,  which  is  now  a  general  one.  They  have  been 
unusually  successful  in  their  undertaking,  owing  to  the  good  judgment  they  dis¬ 
play  in  the  selection  of  their  stock,  the  personnel  of  their  employes  and  the  gra¬ 
cious  and  accommodating  manner  they  themselves  show  to  all  patrons.  They 
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have  the  advantage  of  owning  their  building,  which  is  a  two-story  brick  struct¬ 
ure  most  admirably  adapted  to  the  purposes  for  which  it  is  used. 

Mr.  Bagg  was  married  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Fletcher  in  June,  1902.  Mrs.  Bagg 
was  a  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Sarah  Fletcher,  natives  of  Scotland  but  for  many 
years  residents  of  Spring  Hill,  Nova  Scotia,  where  the  father  was  identified  with 
the  coal  business.  They  removed  to  Des  Moines  in  1895,  where  they  continue  to 
reside  the  father  being  sixty  and  the  mother  fifty-eight  years  of  age.  Five 
children  have  been  born  unto  Air.  and  Airs.  Bagg.  The  two  eldest,  however, 
Fletcher  and  Joseph,  passed  away  in  infancy.  The  others  are:  Persis  S.,  aged 
six;  William  !).,  who  is  four  years  of  age;  and  Eldridge  P.,  who  has  passed  his 
second  anniversary.  The  family  affiliate  with  the  Presbyterian  church,  while 
fraternally  Mr.  Bagg  is  identified  with  the  American  Brotherhood  of  Yeomen. 
They  live  on  South  Ninth  street,  where  they  own  a  very  comfortable  and  pleasant 
residence.  In  addition  to  this  property  Air.  Bagg  has  a  highly  improved  five  acre 
tract  in  Bloomfield  township  and  two  residences  on  Boulder  avenue,  which  he 
rents. 

A  stanch  republican,  Air.  Bagg  always  gives  his  support  to  the  men  and 
measures  of  that  party.  Fie  takes  an  active  interest  in  politics  and  has  served 
as  a  member  of  the  school  board,  while  at  the  present  time  he  has  charge  of  the 
Park  avenue  postoffice.  Having  spent  his  entire  life  in  Polk  county  he  has  a 
wide  circle  of  acquaintances,  by  the  majority  of  whom  he  is  accorded  the  more 
intimate  term  of  friend. 


LLOYD  B.  COON. 

By  biith,  education  and  natural  talent  Lloyd  B.  Coon,  of  Des  Moines,  was 
adapted  for  the  pharmaceutical  profession,  and  the  gratifying  success  he  has 
achieved  is  an  indication  that  he  followed  the  right  course  in  early  identifying 
himself  with  the  drug  business.  He  was  born  at  Detroit,  Alichigan,  December 
24,  i873>  a  son  of  S.  IT.  and  Hattie  (Davenport)  Coon,  the  latter  of  whom  was 
born  in  Michigan  about  the  year  1844.  She  is  now  deceased.  The  father  was 
born  in  New  York  state  about  1843  and  died  in  1898,  being  then  past  middle  life. 
He  early  became  connected  with  the  drug  business  and  devoted  his  attention  to 
it  during  the  greater  part  of  his  active  career. 

At  the  time  of  the  Civil  war  he  enlisted  in  the  Sixty-fourth  New  York  Volun¬ 
teers  as  hospital  steward  and  served  during  the  entire  period  of  the  rebellion. 
He  was  with  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  and  later  with  the  Army  of  the  West, 
participating  in  the  battles  of  Gettysburg,  Antietam,  the  battle  of  the  Wilderness,' 
the  siege  of  Atlanta  and  in  the  famous  march  of  Sherman  to  the  sea.  He  was 
also  present  at  the  grand  review  at  Washington,  when  several  hundred  thousand 
wearers  of  the  blue  participated  in  one  of  the  greatest  demonstrations  that  the 
world  has  ever  seen.  Three  children  were  born  to  Air.  and  Airs.  Coon:  D.  D.. 
of  Denver,  who  is  married  and  is  engaged  in  the  furnace  business;  J.  D.,  who 
was  drowned  in  the  Des  Moines  river  at  the  age  of  twenty- four  years*  and  Lloyd 
B.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  '  ’ 

Lloyd  B.  Coon .  received  his  preliminary  education  in  the  district  schools  of 
Monroe  county,  Michigan,  and  coming  to  Des  Moines  at  sixteen  years  of  age  in 
the  year  1889  he  attended  the  Highland  Park  College  where  he  specialized  in 
pharmacy  having  decided  to  devote  his  energies  in  that  direction.  He  began  his 
active  career  with  Harlan  Brothers  at  Des  Moines  continuing  with  them  until 
1896  when  he  entered  the  employ  of  Norman  Lichty  at  Sixth  and  Walnut  streets, 
and  later  for  two  years  was  with  Webb  Souers.  In  1900  he  went  to  Arkansas 
and  engaged  in  the  drug  business  on  his  own  account  at  Pine  Bluff  for  five  years 
However  he  was  again  attracted  to  Des  Aloines  and  took  charge  of  Reed  Hurl- 


440 


CITY  OF  DES  MOINES  AND  POLK  COUNTY 


but’s  drug  store  and  so  continued  until  the  death  of  Mr.  Hurlbut  in  1909.  In 
1910  he  opened  his  present  store  at  Fourth  and  Walnut  streets,  where  he  special¬ 
izes  in  the  prescription  business.  He  has  had  twenty  years’  experience  in  hand¬ 
ling  drugs  and  is  recognized  as  one  of  the  most  competent  pharmacists  in  the 
city.  Professionally  he  is  identified  with  the  Iowa  Pharmaceutical  Association 
and  also  with  the  Arkansas  Pharmaceutical  Association  and  he  has  many  warm 
personal  friends  in  both  organizations. 

On  the  1st  of  September,  1897,  Mr.  Coon  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Jessie  Reck,  who  was  born  in  Topeka,  Kansas,  a  daughter  of  J.  S.  and  Mary 
(Lecklider)  Reck,  the  latter  of  whom  is  now  living  at  Greenville,  Ohio.  The 
father  was  born  in  Greenville  and  died  in  1903,  at  the  age  of  sixty-seven  years. 
He  was  a  butcher  by  trade  but  at  the  time  of  the  Civil  war  served  in  the  Twen¬ 
tieth  Ohio  Volunteers,  continuing  until  the  close  of  the  war.  He  was  wounded, 
but  not  seriously. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Coon  are  the  parents  of  one  child,  Mildred,  whose  natal  day  was 
March  26,  1905.  He  is  a  gentleman  of  pleasing  address  and  his  tireless  energy 
and  sound  judgment  have  assisted  him  materially  in  the  accomplishment  of  a 
noble  ambition  in  life.  In  politics  he  is  an  earnest  republican  and  in  religious 
faith  he  adheres  to  the  Methodist  church.  He  has  cultivated  the  social  relations 
and  is  a  valued  member  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  Odd  Fellows.  Both  he 
and  his  wife  have  a  wide  acquaintance  and  are  held  in  high  regard  by  a  large 
circle  of  friends  in  Des  Moines. 


CHARLES  H.  GAYLORD. 

Charles  H.  Gaylord,  who  for  more  than  twenty-two  years  was  a  resident  of 
Des  Moines,  during  which  time  he  commanded  and  enjoyed  the  respect  and  good 
will  of  his  fellow  townsmen,  was  born  in  Goshen,  Connecticut,  on  the  7th  of 
March,  1833.  His  parents  were  Willard  and  Amy  (Hooker)  Gaylord.  Willard 
Gaylord,  a  native  of  Vermont,  was  a  farmer  and  bank  director  and  one  of  the 
leading,  influential  and  prominent  citizens  of  his  community.  The  Hookers  came 
of  Puritan  stock  and  were  a  highly  respected  family. 

Charles  H.  Gaylord  pursued  his  education  in  the  public  schools  of  Goshen 
and  entered  business  life  as  a  clerk  in  a  bank  at  New  Haven,  Connecticut.  After 
a  time  he  turned  his  attention  to  the  wholesale  grocery  business,  in  which  he  was 
engaged  in  New  Haven,  making  for  himself  a  creditable  position  in  the  business 
circles  of  that  city.  In  1881,  however,  he  came  to  the  middle  west,  settling  in 
Des  Moines.  He  was  an  expert  accountant  and  became  connected  with  J.  D.  See- 
berger  as  bookkeeper,  which  position  he  filled  continuously  until  his  death.  No 
higher  testimonial  of  his  ability  could  be  given  than  the  fact  that  he  continued  in 
one  position  throughout  this  entire  period,  enjoying  in  full  measure  the  confidence 
of  those  whom  he  represented. 

In  New  Hartford,  Connecticut,  in  1871,  Mr.  Gaylord  was  married  to  Miss 
Mary  J.  Loomis.  He  had  previously  been  married  and  had  one  son,  William  H. 
Gaylord,  now  of  the  Bankers  Life  Insurance  Company  of  Des  Moines.  Mrs.  Mary 
J.  Gaylord  was  a  daughter  of  Benjamin  Gaylord  and  Minerva  (Warner)  Loomis, 
her  father  being  a  representative  of  an  old  and  prominent  family  that  came  to  this 
country  in  1638,  locating  in  Windsor,  Connecticut.  Among  the  ancestors  of  Mrs. 
Gaylord  were  also  those  who  fought  in  the  war  for  independence  and  she  is 
now  a  member  of  the  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution.  She  also  belongs 
to  the  Women’s  Club  of  Des  Moines.  In  1899  she  took  up  the  study  of  osteopathy 
and  completed  the  prescribed  course  therein  in  1901,  but  does  not  practice 
regularly. 
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Mr.  Gajdord,  while  in  New  Haven,  became  a  member  of  Trumbull  Lodge,  No. 
22,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  was  thereafter  continuously  identified  with  the  craft,  of 
which  he  was  a  worthy  exemplar.  His  political  allegiance  was  always  given  to 
the  republican  party  and  he  took  an  active  interest  in  the  affairs  of  the  city,  labor¬ 
ing  earnestly  and  effectively  for  all  that  proved  of  benefit  to  Des  Moines.  He 
held  membership  in  St.  Paul’s  Episcopal  church  and  passed  away  in  that  faith 
on  the  24th  of  October,  1903.  His  life  was  ever  upright  and  honorable,  charac¬ 
terized  by  good  deeds  and  kindly  purposes,  and  to  him  was  allotted  the  Psalmist’s 
span  of  life  of  three  score  years  and  ten. 


EDWARD  C.  SMITH. 

For  a  period  of  twenty-five  years  Edward  C.  Smith  has  been  prominently  iden¬ 
tified  with  the  development  of  the  coal  interests  of  Iowa.  He  has  been  for  some 
time  president  of  the  Smith-McClure  Coal  Company,  and  at  the  recent  meeting  of 
the  executive  board  of  the  Iowa  Coal  Operators  Association  he  was  elected  to 
fill  the  president’s  chair,  vacated  by  the  resignation  of  John  P.  Reese.  He  was 
the  second  of  three  children  born  to  Haskell  G.  and  Lucretia  (Collins)  Smith, 
his  birth  occurring  in  Goshen,  Litchfield  county,  Connecticut,  on  the  nth  of 
November,  i860.  On  the  paternal  side  he  is  of  English  extraction,  while  his 
mother  is  a  descendant  of  one  of  the  Pilgrim  fathers.  The  father  all  during 
the  years  of  his  activity  engaged  in  railroading,  but  both  parents  have  now 
passed  away. 

The  public  schools  of  the  little  New  England  town  where  he  was  born  pro¬ 
vided  Edward  C.  Smith  with  his  preliminary  education,  which  was  later  supple¬ 
mented  by  a  course  in  a  normal  and  military  academy  at  Norwalk,  Connecticut. 
He  laid  aside  his  text-books  at  the  age  of  fifteen  years,  becoming  a  clerk  in  a 
retail  dry-goods  store  in  Hartford,  Connecticut,  with  which  he  continued  to  be 
identified  for  several  years.  The  west  seemed  to  the  young  man  to  ofifer  better 
•opportunities  to  ambitious  and  enterprising  men  so  in  1880  he  came  to  Iowa,  lo¬ 
cating  in  Belle  Plaine,  where  he  entered  the  employ  of  the  Northwestern  Rail¬ 
road  Company  as  shop  clerk,  continuing  in  this  capacity  for  six  years.  At  the  ex¬ 
piration  of  that  period  he  was  made  cashier  of  the  company’s  coal  mines  at  Much- 
akinock,  Iowa,  where  he  remained  for  a  similar  period.  Resigning  his  position 
in  1892  he  became  general  manager  of  the  Iowa  Fuel  Company,  of  which  he  was 
one  of  the  stockholders,  at  Oskaloosa,  Iowa.  Later  he  held  the  same  position 
with  the  Lost  Creek  Coal  Company,  being  identified  with  this  corporation  until 
they  had  exhausted  the  coal  in  their  territory,  at  which  time  he  became  affiliated 
with  the  Green  Ridge  Coal  Company  of  Girard,  Illinois,  of  which  he  was  also 
general  manager. 

Following  his  connection  with  this  company  he  transferred  the  field  of  his 
activities  to  Pittsburg,  Kansas,  where  he  organized  the  Smith  &  Chapman  Coal 
Company,  of  which  he  became  president.  He  afterwards  became  associated  with 
John  W.  Lowe  of  the  Old  Colony  building,  Chicago,  in  the  formation  of  the  Smith- 
Lowe  Coal  Company,  of  which  he  was  also  president.  More  recently  he  has  or¬ 
ganized  the  Smith-McClure  Coal  Company  of  Ogden,  Iowa,  which  has  taken 
over  some  new  coal  land  and  has  a  shaft  which  will  be  ready  for  the  production 
of  coal  very  shortly.  This  company  promises  to  have  the  same  successful  career 
which  has  characterized  all  of  the  enterprises  with  which  Mr.  Smith  has  been 
identified,  and  which  has  caused  him  to  be  recognized  as  one  of  the  most  capable 
coal  operators  in  the  state. 

In  Oskaloosa,  on  the  22d  of  May,  1890,  Mr.  Smith  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Miss  Elsie  Siebel,  a  daughter  of  John  Siebel,  a  native  of  Iowa.  Three  chil¬ 
dren  have  been  born  unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smith :  Miriam,  who  was  born  on  the 
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15th  of  December,  1892;  Sabine,  whose  birth  occurred  on  the  nth  of  March, 
1894;  and  Gretchen,  whose  natal  day  was  the  nth  of  October,  1896.  The  re¬ 
ligious  views  of  the  family  are  evidenced  in  their  affiliation  with  the  Episcopal 
church.  Mr.  Smith  is  very  fond  of  all  outdoor  sports,  as  is  attested  by  his  mem¬ 
bership  in  the  Golf  and  Country  Club  of  Des  Moines,  while  he  is  also  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Iowa  Automobile  Club. 

In  matters  of  politics  Mr.  Smith  accords  his  support  to  the  candidates  of  the 
republican  party,  and  although  he  always  takes  an  active  interest  in  all  govern¬ 
mental  affairs,  at  the  same  time  he  has  never  aspired  to  public  office.  Possessing 
unusual  powers  of  organization  and  superior  executive  ability,  Mr.  Smith  is 
well  adapted  to  handle  big  propositions,  as  has  been  manifested  through  his  suc¬ 
cessful  official  connection  with  some  of  the  biggest  coal  projects  in  this  state. 


CHARLES  W.  STEWART. 

Charles  W.  Stewart,  whose  demise  occurred  on  the  14th  of  January,  1910, 
was  numbered  among  the  successful  and  enterprising  agriculturists  of  Polk 
county,  owning  four  hundred  acres  of  land  here.  He  was  also  engaged  in  the 
practice  of  law  in  Cheyenne,  Wyoming,  for  a  number  of  years.  His  birth  oc¬ 
curred  in  Hendricks  county,  Indiana,  on  the  10th  of  June,  1851,  his  parents  being 
Henry  and  Ruth  (Gray)  Stewart,  who  were  likewise  natives  of  the  Hoosier 
state.  They  came  to  Polk  county,  Iowa,  in  1868,  the  father  here  purchasing 
land  and  devoting  his  attention  to  general  agricultural  pursuits  until  advanced 
age  necessitated  his  retirement.  His  last  days  were  spent  in  well  earned  ease 
at  Des  Moines,  where  he  passed  away  in  1907  when  ninety-two  years  old.  His 
widow,  who  still  survives  at  the  age  of  eighty-three  years,  yet  makes  her  home  in 
Des  Moines,  where  she  has  a  host  of  warm  friends. 

Charles  W.  Stewart,  who  was  a  youth  of  seventeen  when  he  came  to  this 
county  with  his  parents,  pursued  the  prescribed  course  of  study  in  the  Baptist 
(now  called  Des  Moines)  College.  Subsequently  he  took  up  the  study  of  law 
in  Simpson  College,  from  which  institution  he  was  graduated  with  "the  class 
of  1873.  He  then  w^ent  to  Wyoming  and  in  1881  began  the  practice  of  his 
profession  at  Cheyenne,  that  state,  being  also  connected  with  the  state  auditor’s 
office  during  the  period  of  his  residence  there,  which  terminated  in  August,  1890. 
Because  of  impaired  health  he  abandoned  his  professional  career  at  that  time 
and  returned  to  Polk  county,  here  purchasing  a  farm  of  four  hundred  acres, 
to  the  operation  of  which  he  devoted  his  attention  until  called  to  his  final  rest. 
His  labors  as  an  agriculturist  were  attended  with  excellent  results,  yielding  him 
a  gratifying  annual  income. 

On  the  22d  of  October,  1885,  Mr.  Stewart  was  joined  in  wedlock  to  Miss 
Mary  E.  Peters,  a  daughter  of  John  and  Rebecca  (Van  Sickle)  Peters,  who 
were  natives  of  Pennsylvania  and  Illinois  respectively.  John  Peters  came  to 
Iowa  in  1854,  locating  four  miles  east  of  Eldora,  where  he  entered  a  tract  of 
land  which  he  cleared  and  improved  and  where  he  carried  on  farming  until  the 
time  of  his  death,  which  occurred  on  the  5th  of  October,  1898.  The  demise  of 
his  wife  occurred  on  the  16th  of  May,  1886.  Mrs.  Stewart  was  reared  on  a  farm 
and  obtained  her  early  education  in  the  district  schools,  while  later  she  attended 
the  high  school  at  Des  Moines  and  also  the  Iowa  Business  College.  By  her 
marriage  she  became  the  mother  of  one  child,  Genevieve,  who  was  born  on  the 
6th  of  January,  1887,  and  passed  away  on  the  12th  of  July,  1889. 

Mr.  Stewart  was  a  republican  in  politics  and  an  active  worker  in  the  local 
ranks  of  his  party,  doing  everything  in  his  power  to  promote  the  general  wel¬ 
fare.  In  1897  he  was  chosen  a  member  of  the  state  legislature  and  such  was  his 
personal  popularity  and  the  confidence  reposed  in  him  that  he  was  reelected  for 
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a  second  term.  He  served  as  chairman  of  the  committee  on  agriculture  and 
was  connected  with  considerable  important  constructive  legislation.  In  relig¬ 
ious  faith  he  was  a  Methodist,  as  is  also  his  widow.  Mrs.  Stewart,  who  still  re¬ 
sides  in  Walnut  township,  enjoys  a  wide  and  favorable  acquaintance  in  this 
county. 


JAMES  WINFIELD  COKENOWER,  M.  D. 

Upon  the  foundation  of  broad  professional  learning  Dr.  James  W.  Cokenower 
has  builded  his  success  and  the  substantial  qualities  which  have  been  characteris¬ 
tic  in  his  practice  have  gained  him  distinction  in  his  chosen  field  of  labor.  He 
was  born  in  Shelby  county,  Illinois,  August  13,  1853,  a  son  of  Michael  and 
Drusilla  (Thompson)  Cokenower.  The  father  came  to  the  United  States  in 
his  boyhood  and  settled  in  Pennsylvania  with  his  family.  Later  he  removed  to 
Illinois  where  he  engaged  in  farming. 

Dr.  Cokenower  was  a  young  lad  at  the  time  of  his  father’s  death.  He  pur¬ 
sued  his  education  in  the  country  schools  of  Shelby  county,  Illinois,  and  in 
Westfield  College  of  that  state.  In  1875  he  received  a  state  life  diploma  from 
the  .superintendent  of  public  instruction  of  Illinois.  However  the  medical  pro¬ 
fession  attracted  him  and  in  preparation  for  practice  he  entered  in  1875  the 
Medical  College  of  Keokuk,  Iowa,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1877,  while 
later  he  continued  his  studies  in  Louisville,  Kentucky,  and  was  there  graduated 
in  1881.  His  youthful  days  were  spent  upon  the  farm  and  in  the  free,  open 
life  of  the  fields  he  laid  the  foundation  for  a  vigorous  manhood.  His  work  as 
a  teacher  in  the  country  and  city  public  schools  brought  him  knowledge  of 
human  nature  that  has  been  of  value  to  him  in  his  later  professional  service. 
Taking  up  the  practice  of  medicine  in  Des  Moines,  he  has  remained  in  this 
city  continuously  since  and  his  ability  is  recognized  by  the  profession  as  well  as 
the  public.  He  closely  conforms  his  practice  to  a  high  standard  of  professional 
ethics  and  at  all  times  keeps  in  touch  with  the  advanced  thought  of  the  pro¬ 
fession  through  his  membership  in  the  leading  medical  societies  and  his  perusal 
of  the  latest  and  most  valuable  contributions  to  medical  literature.  He  has 
been  very  successful  in  his  chosen  life  work  and  while  he  has  continued  in  the 
general  practice  of  medicine  he  has  also  given  considerable  attention  to  ortho¬ 
pedic  surgery  and  diseases  of  children.  For  twenty  years  he  occupied  the  chair 
of  orthopedic  surgery  in  Drake  University.  He  belongs  to  the  Polk  county 
Medical  Society,  of  which  he  was  secretary  for  seven  years,  while  twice  he 
filled  the  position  of  president.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  State  Medical 
Society,  which  honored  him  with  twelve  annual  elections  to  the  position  of  sec¬ 
retary.  He  has  membership  relations  with  the  National  Medical  Association  and 
the  Western  Surgical  and  Gynecological  Association.  He  was  elected  counselor 
of  the  seventh  congressional  district  to  serve  from  1909  until  1914;  is  secretary 
and  a  member  of  the  advisory  board  of  Mercy  Hospital  and  has  been  president 
of  the  Iowa  Children’s  Home  since  its  location  in  Des  Moines.  Added  to  the 
deep  scientific  interest  in  his  chosen  life  work  is  the  element  of  broad  human 
sympathy  and  the  spirit  of  helpfulness. 

On  the  4th  of  March,  1891,  Dr.  Cokenower  was  married  to  Miss  Katherine 
E.  Stafford,  a  daughter  of  George  H.  and  Minerva  (Hollenbach)  Stafford.  He 
holds  membership  in  the  Presbyterian  church  and  gives  his  political  allegiance 
to  the.  republican  party.  He  is  also  identified  with  several  fraternal  orders, 
belonging  to  Pioneer  Lodge,  No.  22,  A.  F.  &  A.  M. ;  Corinthian  Chapter,  No. 
14,  R-  A.  M. ;  Des  Moines  Consistory,  in  which  he  has  attained  the  thirty-second 
degree  of  the  Scottish  Rite;  Temple  Commandery,  K.  T. ;  and  Za-Ga-Zig  Temple 
°r  MyStic  Shrine.  He  is  likewise  a  past  grand  of  the  Independent  Order 
of  Odd  Fellows.  Delighting  in  travel,  in  1900  he  organized  and  took  abroad 
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a  party  of  about  sixty  representatives  of  the  medical  profession  of  Iowa  and 
during  their  European  tour  visited  the  Paris  Exposition  and  were  spectators  of 
the  Passion  Play  at  Oberammergau  and  in  1910  he  organized  a  party  of  shriners 
for  a  similar  trip.  Dr.  Cokenower  is  a  man  of  even  temperament  to  whom  the 
trivialities  of  life  are  not  a  disturbing  element,  is  social,  agreeable  and  above 
all  sincere,  and  these  qualities  render  him  popular  and  prominent  among  his 
patrons  and  those  whom  he  meets  in  social  and  other  relations. 


WILLIAM  FREDERICK  HARTMANN. 

William  Frederick  Hartmann,  a  pioneer  in  handling  ‘‘coast  lumber”  in  Des 
Moines,  and  prominence  in  the  business  circles  of  the  capital  city  as  one  of  its 
leading  lumber  merchants,  was  born  in  Belleville,  St.  Clair  county,  Illinois, 
September  4,  1875.  He  is  of  German  descent,  his  paternal  grandfather  having 
been  the  first  of  the  Hartmann  family  to  come  to  the  new  world.  He  settled 
at  Davenport,  Iowa,  where  he  died  at  the  venerable  age  of  ninety  years.  His 
son,  Hans  F.  Hartmann,  father  of  William  F.  Hartmann,  was  also  engaged  in 
the  lumber  business,  acting  as  yard  superintendent  with  the  Rock  Island  Lumber 
&  Manufacturing  Company  for  many  years,  at  Rock  Island,  Illinois,  and  be¬ 
coming  a  resident  of  Davenport,  Iowa,  previous  to  his  demise,  which  occurred 
January  31,  1910.  He  had  married  Catherina  D.  Aye,  who  was  born  in  Ger¬ 
many,  but  was  brought  to  the  United  States  at  an  early  age  and  is  still  living. 
At  the  time  of  the  Civil  war,  Hans  F.  Hartmann  responded  to  his  country’s  call 
for  aid  and  participated  in  a  number  of  important  engagements  in  defense  of 
the  LTiion  cause.  He  enlisted  from  Scott  county,  Iowa,  September  17,  1861, 
and  was  mustered  into  the  United  States  service  at  Davenport  as  a  private  of 
Company  B,  Sixteenth  Regiment,  Iowa  Volunteer  Infantry,  under  Captain  D. 
Stuhr  and  Colonel  A.  Sanders  to  serve  three  years,  or  during  the  war.  The 
regiment  was  assigned  to  Crocker’s  Iowa  Brigade,  Fourth  Division,  Seventeenth 
Corps,  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  and  participated  in  the  following  engagements : 
Shiloh,  Tennessee,  April  6-7,  1862;  Bolivar,  Mississippi,  August  30,  1862;  Iuka, 
Mississippi,  September  19-20,  1862;  Corinth,  Mississippi  October  3-4,  1862; 
Vicksburg  campaign,  May  22-July  4,  1863;  Meridan  expedition,  Mississippi, 
February  9-19,  1864;  Kenesaw  Mountain,  Georgia,  June  9-30,  1864;  Nickajack 
Creek,  July  2-5,  1864;  Atlanta  campaign,  Georgia,  July  28-September  2,  1864; 
Savannah,  Georgia,  December  10-21,  1864;  Columbia,  South  Carolina,  February 
16-17,  j865;  Bentonsville,  North  Carolina,  March  19-21,  1865;  Raleigh,  North 
Carolina,  April  7-13,  1865.  Sergeant  Hans  F.  Hartmann  was  wounded  severely 
by  grape  shot  in  the  right  shoulder  at  Iuka,  Mississippi,  September  19,  1862, 
and  was  in  the  hospital  at  St.  Louis  four  months.  He  was  captured  July  22, 
1864,  at  Atlanta,  at  the  time  McPherson  was  killed;  imprisoned  at  Anderson- 
ville  two  months  and  exchanged  September  19,  1864.  He  reenlisted  as  a  ser¬ 
geant  veteran  and  furloughed  thirty  days  in  January,  1864,  and  was  promoted  to 
sergeant  in  1862.  He  was  in  the  grand  review,  Washington.  D.  C.,  and  was 
honorably  discharged  July  19,  1865,  at  Louisville. 

William  F.  Hartmann  accompanied  his  parents  on  their  removal  to  Rock 
Island  and  pursued  his  education  in  the  public  schools  of  that  city.  He  after¬ 
ward  attended  a  business  college  in  Davenport,  Iowa,  continuing  his  course  to 
the  age  of  seventeen  years.  He  was  first  employed  under  his  father  in  con¬ 
nection  with  the  lumber  business,  and  in  that  connection  became  acquainted 
with  all  of  the  grades  of  lumber  and  with  other  important  and  essential  features 
of  the  business,  in  which  he  later  engaged.  At  one  time  he  was  bill  clerk  for 
the  R.ock  Island  Lumber  Company  for  two  years,  and  subsequently  became 
traveling  salesman,  representing  the  company  upon  the  road  for  two  years. 
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He  was  afterward  with  the  Cloquet  Lumber  Company,  of  Cloquet,  Minnesota, 
as  traveling  salesman  for  two  years,  and  in  1902  removed  to  Des  Moines,  form¬ 
ing  a  partnership  with  H.  Neubert  under  the  name  of  the  Hartmann-Neubert 
Lumber  Company,  Incorporated,  with  Mr.  Hartmann  as  president  and  H. 
Neubert  as  vice  president.  They  conduct  a  wholesale  lumber  business,  specializ¬ 
ing  in  coast  lumber  and  red  cedar  shingles.  They  make  shipments  to  all  parts 
of  the  country,  having  established  a  very  large  and  profitable  enterprise.  Mr. 
Hartmann’s  advancement  has  been  gradual,  marking  the  steady  expansion  of 
his  powers  and  the  improvement  of  his  opportunities,  and  he  stands  today 
among  the  successful  lumber  merchants  and  business  men  of  the  capital  city. 

In  Davenport,  on  the  18th  of  October,  1899,  Mr.  Hartmann  was  married  to 
Miss  Hannah  Hanssen,  a  native  of  Davenport,  where  her  parents,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
C.  F.  Hanssen,  had  settled  at  an  early  day,  her  father  being  one  of  the  oldest 
cigar  manufacturers  of  that  city.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hartmann  have  two  children: 
Wilbur  Frederick,  born  in  Des  Moines,  November  9,  1903;  and  Helen  Marie, 
born  in  Des  Moines,  March  29,  1909. 

The  parents  are  members  of  the  Unitarian  church  and  Mr.  Hartmann  is  a 
member  of  the  Hyperion  Field  and  Motor  Club.  He  is  a  republican  of  the 
progressive  type  but  without  ambition  for  office.  He  is  not  remiss  in  citizen¬ 
ship,  however,  but  cooperates  in  movements  and  measures  for  the  general  good 
without  personally  seeking  to  manage  the  machinery  of  government.  He  con¬ 
centrates  his  energies  upon  his  business  life,  and  one  secret  of  his  success  is 
undoubtedly  found  in  the  fact  that  he  has  continued  in  the  line  in  which  he 
embarked  at  the  outset  of  his  career,  thus  concentrating  his  energies  upon  the 
complete  mastery  of  the  business.  Few  men  are  today  as  well  informed  con¬ 
cerning  the  lumber  market  and  have  more  intimate  or  correct  knowledge  of  the 
value  and  kinds  of  lumber  than  Mr.  Hartmann,  who  has  based  his  success  upon 
a  thorough  understanding  of  every  phase  of  the  trade,  as  well  as  upon  judicious 
enterprise  and  sound  judgment  in  the.  conduct  of  his  interests  at  Des  Moines. 


ROYAL  J.  GRASSLY. 

Ever  since  the  beginning  of  his  active  career  Royal  J.  Grassly  has  been  con¬ 
nected  with  the  fruit  distributing  business,  and  as  he  is  active,  energetic  and  wide 
awake,  it  would  be  difficult  to  find  a  man  in  the  west  who  knows  more  about  this 
special  line  of  business  than  the  gentleman  whose  name  heads  this  review.  He  was 
born  in  Jacksonville,  Illinois,  December  17,  1879,  son  of  F.  and  Delia  A.  (Ingalls) 
Grassly,  the  latter  of  whom  was  born  at  Griggsville,  Illinois,  in  1851,  and  the 
former  in  Germany  in  1846.  Mr.  Grassly,  Sr.,  came  to  America  in  his  boyhood  in 
1854,  and  in  later  years  was  a  wholesale  grocer  and  broker.  There  were  six 
children  in  the  family  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Grassly,  namely:  Frank,  who  is  married 
and  lives  in  Chicago ,  Caroline,  also  living  in  Chicago ;  Charles,  who  is  married 
and  lives  at  Los  Angeles,  California;  Josephine,  of  Chicago;  Royal  J.,  the  sub¬ 
ject  of  this  review;  and  Herbert,  of  St.  Joseph,  Missouri. 

R°>  al  J*  Grassly  leceived  his  preliminary  education  in  the  public  schools  of 
Jackson\  file  and  latei  entered  the  high  school,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in 
1900,  thus  gaining  a  good  foundation  for  a  useful  career  in  life.  He  began  his 
contact  with  the  world  in  the  employ  of  the  Brigg-Spence  Company,  representing 
orange  shippers  of  California,  and  continued  with  this  firm  for  two  years  He 
then  became  connected  with  the  California  Fruit  Growers  Exchange  as  manager 
for  the  state  of  Iowa.  His  duties  consist  in  the  sale  and  distribution  of  seventy- 
five  per  cent  of  all  the  oranges  and  lemons  disposed  of  in  Iowa  from  the  state  of 
California,  and  also  m  placing  upon  the  market  the  small  fruits  from  the  same 
state.  The  California  Fruit  Glowers  Exchange  is  the  largest  cooperative  mar- 
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keting  agency  in  the  world,  and  it  is  no  small  responsibility  to  have  charge  of  the 
work  in  a  territory  covering  one  of  the  richest  states  in  the  Union.  Mr.  Grassly, 
however,  has  proven  fully  equal  to  the  task  and  the  steady  growth  in  the  sales 
is  convincing  evidence  of  his  ability.  His  offices  are  located  at  No.  305  Court 
avenue. 

On  the  1st  day  of  February,  1907,  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Clara  A. 
Hickman,  who  was  born  at  Rockford,  Iowa.  Her  father  is  a  real-estate  and  in¬ 
surance  man  of  Rockford  and  the  family  is  in  line  of  descent  from  the  Boone 
family  of  Kentucky,  of  which  Daniel  Boone  was  chief  representative.  The  ma¬ 
ternal  grandfather,  James  E.  Ingalls,  was  a  soldier  of  the  Civil  war.  Mr.  Grassly 
has  made  a  careful  study  of  political  problems,  and  as  a  result  affiliates  with  the 
Socialist  party.  An  independent  student  and  thinker  in  religious  questions  he 
has  adopted  the  Unitarian  belief  as  the  one  that  seems  to  him  the  most  reasonable 
as  applied  to  our  duties  in  this  life  and  to  the  hereafter.  Socially,  he  is  con¬ 
nected  with  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  the  Waveland  Golf  Club.  It  requires  a 
man  of  unusual  resourcefulness  and  special  qualifications  in  salesmanship  to  oc¬ 
cupy  satisfactorily  the  position  held  by  Mr.  Grassly,  but  he  has  attained  a  most 
gratifying  success  and  is  recognized  as  being  among  the  brightest  and  most  prom¬ 
ising  young  business  men  of  the  capital  city. 


BARNABAS  SCHREINER. 

Among  the  citizens  which  Germany  has  contributed  to  Des  Moines  probably 
none  are  better  known  than  Barnabas  Schreiner,  who  for  more  than  a  quarter 
of  a  century  has  taken  high  rank  among  the  engineers  of  the  city.  His  birth 
occurred  on  the  nth  of  June,  1843,  in  Bavaria,  of  which  country  his  father,  John 
Schreiner,  who  was  a  well  known  wagonmaker,  was  also  a  native.  Of  the  early 
recollections  of  Barnabas  Schreiner  probably  none  are  more  vivid  than  the  stories 
related  by  his  father  of  the  great  Napoleon  and  his  army  at  the  time  of  the  in¬ 
vasion  of  Russia  and  the  famous  retreat  from  Moscow.  John  Schreiner  was 
closely  attached  to  the  fatherland,  where  he  spent  his  entire  life,  passing  away 
at  a  ripe  old  age  in  1865.  The  mother  survived  him  sixteen  years  thereafter, 
her  demise  occurring  in  1881. 

Being  reared  in  the  paternal  home  Barnabas  Schreiner  obtained  his  educa¬ 
tion  in  the  common  and  technical  schools  of  his  native  land.  After  completing 
his  education  he  entered  the  service  of  the  government,  being  on  the  staff  of  the 
state  and  highway  engineering  corps,  during  which  period  his  advice  was  often¬ 
times  sought  by  the  crown  on  technical  matters.  Being  a  most  ambitious  young 
man  he  was  dissatisfied  with  the  remuneration,  which  he  was  assured  was  far 
less  than  paid  in  the  United  States  for  similar  services,  so  taking  passage  for 
America  he  landed  in  this  country  on  the  4th  of  October,  1873. 

He  first  located  in  Columbus,  Ohio,  considering  that  a  most  excellent  field 
in  which  to  begin  his  operations.  During  the  first  year  of  his  residence  he  was  in 
the  employ  of  Phillip  Schlapp,  one  of  the  best  known  architects  in  the  city.  At 
the  expiration  of  that  period,  however,  he  entered  the  service  of  Sanson  &  Berry, 
continuing  to  be  identified  with  that  firm  for  two  years.  Becoming  enthusiastic 
about  the  west  in  1875  he  decided  to  migrate  to  Iowa,  believing  that  he  would 
find  in  the  younger  and  more  rapidly  developing  capital  of  the  Hawkeye  state  a 
more  lucrative  field  for  his  activities.  Upon  his  arrival  here  he  accepted  a  posi¬ 
tion  with  William  Foster,  which  he  retained  for  one  year,  deciding  at  the  end  of 
that  period  to  engage  in  business  for  himself.  During  the  long  period,  of  his 
career  in  the  capital  city  Mr.  Schreiner  has  been  prominently  identified  with  the 
building  interests,  his  services  having  been  sought  in  the  erection  of  many  of  the 
finest  private  and  public  structures  in  the  city.  Among  these  mention  should  be 
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made  of  Dr.  Priestley’s  residence,  the  Schuster  and  Baker  blocks  and  the  Port 
Huron  building,  each  of  them  being  a  lasting  tribute  to  his  skill  as  an  engineer. 
In  1884  he  was  elected  to  the  office  of  city  engineer,  but  was  compelled  to  with¬ 
draw  from  this  ten  years  later,  owing  to  the  rapidly  growing  demand  for  his 
pirvate  services,  which  made  it  practically  impossible  for  him  to  adequately  dis¬ 
charge  his  official  responsibilities.  He  has  been  awarded  many  outside  contracts 
since  residing  here,  among  them  being  that  of  the  water  works  at  Fort  Dodge. 
Eagle  Grove,  and  also  at  Clear  Lake. 

In  April,  1872,  Mr.  Schreiner  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Julianna  Roll 
and  unto  them  have  been  born  seven  children :  William,  who  was  born  .in  Nurem¬ 
berg  on  the  10th  of  May,  1873,  is  now  married  and  the  superintendent  of  water 
works  at  Pella,  Iowa ;  Max,  whose  birth  occurred  in  Columbus,  Ohio,  on  the 
28th  of  May,  1874,  died  in  infancy;  Rosie  was  born  at  Fort  Dodge  on  the  4th 
of  July,  1875,  and  passed  away  on  the  2d  of  June,  1876;  Julia,  whose  birth  oc¬ 
curred  in  Des  Moines  on  the  7th  of  February,  1877,  is  the  wife  of  R.  Quigley,  and 
they  have  two  children,  John  and  Morris;  Louis,  who  is  a  cigarmaker,  was  born 
on  the  25th  of  August,  1878,  and  married  Eva  McNut,  and  they  have  four  chil¬ 
dren,  Susie,  Everett,  Richard  and  Barnabas ;  Barnabas,  who  was  born  on  the  6th 
of  June,  1883,  in  Des  Moines,  lives  in  South  America;  Harry,  whose  birth  oc¬ 
curred  on  the  5th  of  August,  1886,  married  Miss  Minnie  Webb,  they  have  two 
children,  Ethel  and  Earl.  He  is  a  member  of  the  staff  of  the  Des  Moines 
Capital. 

Mr.  Schreiner  is  a  member  of  the  Society  of  Western  Engineers,  Iowa  Engin¬ 
eers,  Des  Moines  Engineers  Club  and  the  American  Contracting  Engineers  So¬ 
ciety.  He  also  affiliates  with  the  Germania  Maennerchor,  of  which  organization 
he  is  the  president. 

Ever  since  acquiring  the  full  rights  of  citizenship  Mr.  Schreiner  has  given  his 
political  support  to  the  republican  party,  and  now  identifies,  himself  with  the  more 
progressive  members  of  that  body.  That  his  technical  ability  is  recognized  as 
being  of  a  very  high  order  is  attested  by  the  difficulty  he  has  met  with  in  his 
effort  to  live  retired  from  active  business  pursuits,  and  enjoy  the  ample  com¬ 
petence  which  he  acquired  by  his  capable  and  faithful  discharge  of  all  work 
entrusted  to  him. 


HOWARD  L.  BUMP. 

Of  Scotch-Irish  and  Swedish  ancestry,  Howard  L.  Bump,  a  leading  young 
attorney  of  Des  .Moines,  owes  a  large  measure  of  his  success  to  the  sturdy 
characteristics  with  which  he  was  fortunately  endowed.  He  was  born  in 
Mahaska  county,  Iowa,  October  6,  1882,  and  is  a  son  of  Rhinaldo  R.  and  Alice 
(Walden)  Bump,  the  former  of  whom  was  born  in  Mahaska  county  and  the 
latter  in  Missouri.  The  father  was  a  lumber  dealer  during  the  active  years  of 
his  life  and  during  the  last  ten  years  has  lived  retired  at  Des  Moines.  There 
were  five  children  in  the  family  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bump,  two  of  whom  are  now 
living:  Howard  L.,  of  this  review;  and  Lorene.  who  was  born  in  1895  and  is  a 
student  in  the  Des  Moines  high  school. 

Howard  L.  Bump  received  his  early  education  in  the  public  schools  of  Delta, 
Iowa,  and  later  attended  the  high  school  of  the  same  place,  graduating  in  1901. 
He  was  for  three  years  a  student  at  Drake  College  and  studied  law  in  the  law 
department  of  Drake  University,  receiving  the  degree  of  LL.B.  in  1907.  He 
began  practice  at  Des  Moines  in  September  of  the  same  year  as  a  member  of  the 
firm  of  Utterback  &  Bump,  the  senior  partner  being  Hubert  Utterback.  After 
one  year  the  partnership  was  severed  and  Mr.  Bump  has  since  practiced  alone, 
being  now  recognized  as  one  of  the  prominent  young  attorneys  of  the  Polk 
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county  bar.  Professionally  he  is  an  active  member  of  the  Polk  County  Bar 
Association  and  the  Drake  Law  Club. 

On  the  3d  of  August,  1909,  Mr.  Bump  was  married,  at  Delta,  to  Miss  Mabel 
Fisher,  a  daughter  of  Martin  Fisher,  who  was  also  born  at  Delta  and  is  one  of 
the  prominent  men  of  Keokuk  county.  On  the  paternal  side  Mrs.  Bump  is  of 
Scotch  and  on  the  maternal  side  of  Swedish  ancestry.  Mr.  Bump  is  a  warm 
advocate  of  the  republican  party,  but  not  through  any  desire  for  political  emolu¬ 
ments,  as  he  has  never  sought  public  office,  preferring  to  give  his  entire  attention 
to  his  profession.  In  religious  belief  he  adheres  to  the  Christian  church  and 
fraternally  is  connected  with  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  Brotherhood  of 
American  Yeomen,  being  at  the  present  time  keeper  of  records  and  seal  and 
master  of  finances  in  the  former  and  foreman  and  presiding  officer  in  the  latter 
organization.  He  possesses  many  attractive  traits  of  character,  which  greatly 
endear  him  to  his  friends,  and  socially  is  a  growing  factor  in  the  city,  being  a 
member  of  the  Grant  Club  and  Hyperion  Field  and  Motor  Club. 


WILLIAM  WALLACE  LYONS. 

For  many  years  a  leader  in  financial  circles  of  Des  Moines  William  Wallace 
Lyons  has  recently  been  withdrawing  from  active  business  affairs  and  has  trans¬ 
ferred  to  younger  men  the  responsibility  of  managing  important  interests  which, 
under  his  direction,  became  well  established.  He  is  a  native  of  Harrison  county, 
Ohio,  born  October  29.  1843,  being  a  son  of  David  W.  and  Sarah  A.  (Wallace) 
Lvons.  The  father  was  a  minister  of  the  Presbyterian  church  and  became  a 
pioneer  missionary  in  the  state  of  Iowa,  settling  in  Delaware  county  in  1848. 
He  continued  at  his  work  in  this  state  during  the  remainder  of  his  life.  The 
mother  was  a  native  of  Harrison  county,  Ohio.  On  the  paternal  side  the  an- 

cestrv  came  from  the  north  of  Ireland  and  settled  in  Ohio,  and  on  the  maternal 

_  ' 

side  the  ancestors  were  Scotch.  They  settled  in  Harrison  county,  Ohio,  the 
great-grandfather  organizing  the  Nottingham  church,  the  first  Presbyterian 
church  in  Harrison  county.  Several  generations  of  the  family  contributed  min¬ 
isters  to  the  upbuilding  of  the  Presbyterian  faith. 

William  Wallace  Lyons  came  with  his  parents  to  Iowa  in  his  early  boyhood 
and  received  his  preliminary  education  in  the  country  schools  of  Clayton  and 
Allamakee  counties  and  in  the  public  schools  of  the  town  of  Hardin.  He  was  a 
student  for  one  year  at  the  University  of  Wisconsin  and  after  leaving  this  in¬ 
stitution  engaged  in  teaching  for  five  winters.  His  first  business  experience  was 
gained  at  Pottsville.  Iowa,  where  he  became  a  partner  in  the  firm  of  Stevenson, 
Lyons  &  Company,  dealers  in  general  merchandise,  grain  and  stock.  After  three 
years  at  this  place  he  sold  out  and  went  to  Mason  City  and  engaged  in  the  gen¬ 
eral  merchandise  business  on  his  own  account.  He  was  also  a  partner  with  a 
cousin,  Tames  A.  Lyons,  at  Guthrie  Center,  in  the  same  line  of  business  for  four 
years.  He  disposed  of  his  establishment  at  Mason  City  and  took  up  his  resi¬ 
dence  for  a  time  at  Brooklyn,  where  he  organized  the  Poweshiek  County  Bank 
in  1873,  of  which  he  was  sole  owner.  He  conducted  this  institution  success¬ 
fully  for  about  eight  years  and  then,  in  1881,  desiring  a  wider  field,  removed 
to  Des  Moines  where  he  has  since  made  his  home. 

His  first  connection  in  this  city  was  with  the  Valley  Bank,  of  which  he  was 
assistant  cashier,  a  position  which  he  filled  for  two  years.  In  1883  the  bank  was 
reorganized  and  became  a  national  bank  and  from  that  time  until  his  resigna¬ 
tion  in  1909  he  was  vice  president  of  the  institution  and  contributed  very  ma¬ 
terially  to  its  prosperity.  _He  served  a  year  as  president  of  the  Des  Moines  Na¬ 
tional  Bank  and  four  years  as  president  of  the  Bankers  State  Bank,  also  being 
president  of  the  Capital  Insurance  Company  from  1888  until  1893  and  the  Mer- 
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chants  &  Bankers  Insurance  Company  from  1900  to  1909.  He  still  retains  an 
interest  in  several  banks  and  is  also  a  large  holder  of  real  estate  and  farm  prop¬ 
erty  in  Des  Moines  and  Polk  county.  He  owns  an  entire  section  of  valuable 
land  in  Webster  township,  with  interurban  railway  facilities,  which  he  expects 
at  an  early  day  to  subdivide  into  lots  to  meet  the  demand  for  additional  resi¬ 
dence  property  in  the  suburbs  of  the  city.  He  has  been  remarkably  energetic 
and  efficient  in  managing  important  concerns  and  his  investments  have  been  di¬ 
rected  with  intelligence  and  judgment,  almost  invariably  yielding  profitable  re¬ 
turns. 

On  the  23d  of  December,  1868,  Mr.  Lyons,  at  Burroak,  Winneshiek  county, 
Iowa,  was  married  to  Miss  Wilma  L.  Cromett,  a  daughter  of  Nathaniel  S.  and 
Emily  F.  Cromett  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Sebec,  Maine.  Five  children 
were  born  to  this  union  :  Clifton  Ray,  who  died  in  1891  ;  Nina  Hope,  who  married 
Alonzo  W.  Rollins,  of  Baltimore,  Maryland,  and  has  two  children,  twins,  Dor¬ 
othy  and  Evelyn ;  Olin  C.,  of  Carpenter,  Wyoming,  who  married,  at  Eureka 
Springs,  Arkansas,  Miss  Bessie  Squier,  of  Des  Moines,  and  has  one  child,  Will¬ 
iam  Squier,  who  was  born  August  23,  1906;  Lew  W.,  who  is  engaged  in  the 
lumber  business  at  Burns,  Wyoming;  and  Evanelyn,  who  died  in  infancy. 

In  politics  Mr.  Lyons  has  generally  given  his  support  to  the  republican  party 
but  he  has  strong  independent  proclivities  and  advocates  the  exercise  of  careful 
judgment  in  voting,  believing  that  the  character  of  candidates  should  be  prop¬ 
erly  considered  by  electors.  Religiously  he  affiliates  with  the  Plymouth  Congre¬ 
gational  church.  He  is  a  valued  member  of  the  Grant  Club.  For  many  years 
lie  has  given  his  attention  closely  to  business  and  by  strict  fidelity  to  every  ob¬ 
ligation  and  remarkable  business  sagacity  he  has  attained  very  high  standing  and 
has  been  instrumental  in  promoting  the  permanent  welfare  of  many  individuals 
and  upholding  the  good  name  of  the  city.  A  man  of  exceptional  executive  tal- 
cnt,  of  great  activity  and  energy  and  with  ability  to  make  and  keep  friends,  his 
name  is  inseparably  associated  with  business  and  social  life  as  one  of  the  most 
valued  citizens  of  Des  Moines. 


JOHN  T.  HAMBLETON. 

It  requires  untiring  energy,  special  ability  in  deciding  upon  values,  and  good 
business  sagacity  for  a  man  at  the  present  time  to  attain  a  fair  measure  of  suc¬ 
cess  in  handling  city  real  estate  or  farm  lands.  Competition  is  keen  and  only 
those  well  adapted  to  meet  the  advancing  requirements  are  able  to  keep  at  the 
front.  To  this  class  belongs  John  T.  Hambleton,  of  Des  Moines,  whose  ability 
to  maintain  his  standing  was  years  ago  demonstrated. 

He  was  born  in  Stark  county,  Ohio,  November  8,  1852,  the  son  of  Levi  and 
Mary  H.  (Hall)  Hambleton,  the  latter  of  whom  was  born  in  Chester  county, 
Pennsylvania,  in  1821.  The  father  was  born  in  Columbiana  county,  Ohio,  in 
1820.  He  moved  to  Iowa  in  1856  and  located  in  Poweshiek  county,  where  he 
built  up  a  little  town  which  his  wife  named  Forest  Home.  He  brought  men  from 
Ohio  to  manufacture  brick,  and  also  carpenters  to  do  the  carpenter  work  for  the 
town.  The  home  which  he  built  was  made  of  brick  manufactured  upon  the  spot 
and  the  interior  finish  of  his  house  was  of  solid  black  walnut.  The  building  is 
still  standing  and  is  one  of  the  most  substantial  structures  in  the  county.  Mr. 
Hambleton  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business,  but  his  store  was  destroyed  by 
fire.  .  He  then  became  a  stock  shipper,  prospering  greatly  and  acquiring  several 
well  improved  farms.  Subsequently  he  moved  to  Oskaloosa  where  he  again  en¬ 
tered  the  mercantile  business,  but  in  1872  his  store  was  again  destroyed  by  fire 
and  from  that  time  on  he  devoted  his  attention  to  the  abstract  and  real-estate 
business.  He  was  president  of  the  Central  Iowa  Loan  &  Trust  Company  for 
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thirty  years  and  held  that  position  at  the  time  of  his  death.  There  were  four 
children  in  the  family  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hambleton,  the  eldest  of  whom  died  in 
infancy,  while  the  second  passed  away  in  1872  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  years. 
The  only  surviving  members  of  the  family  are  John  T.,  the  subject  of  this  re¬ 
view,  and  A.  F.  N.  Hambleton,  who  married  Josepha  Roberts  and  became  quite 
prominent  in  politics  in  Mahaska  county,  serving  as  representative  in  the  state 
legislature.  He  is  now  living  at  Pasadena,  California. 

John  T.  Hambleton  came  with  his  parents  to  Iowa  at  four  years  of  age  and 
received  his  preliminary  education  in  the  schools  of  Jasper  county,  later  attend¬ 
ing  Grinnell  College  and  Penn  College  at  Oskaloosa.  He  received  a  good  men¬ 
tal  training  and  was  well  prepared  for  contact  with  the  world  when  he  entered 
the  mercantile  business,  in  which'  he  was  engaged  about  twelve  years  in  Linn 
county.  He  also  handled  grain  and  livestock,  and  later  was  identified  with  the 
mercantile  business  at  Oskaloosa.  He  came  to  Des  Moines  in  May,  1889,  soon 
afterward  becoming  prominently  identified  with  the  abstract,  real-estate  and 
loan  business,  being  now  widely  known  in  connection  with  these  lines.  He 
handles  lands  in  all  parts  of  the  country  and  does  a  large  exchange  business.  By 
diligence  and  close  attention  to  the  wants  of  his  patrons  he  has  attained  a  most 
gratifying  and  well  earned  measure  of  success.  He  is  secretary  and  treasurer 
of  the  LTnited  States  Security  Abstract  Company,  one  of  the  most  flourishing  con¬ 
cerns  of  the  kind  in  Iowa. 

On  the  20th  day  of  December,  1876,  Mr.  Hambleton  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Miss  Lizzie  B.  Gritman,  a  native  of  New  York  and  a  daughter  of  John  F.  and 
Hannah  B.  Gritman,  the  former  of  whom  was  a  farmer.  Four  children  have 
been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hambleton :  Grace  G.,  now  the  wife  of  Clarence 
Coggeshall,  of  Tulsa,  Oklahoma;  Ethel  B.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  eleven  years; 
Marie  H.  and  Ruth,  both  of  whom  are  at  home. 

Mr.  Hambleton  gives  his  support  to  the  republican  party  and  affiliates  with 
the  Friends'  church,  accepting  its  teachings  as  those  most  nearly  representing 
the  doctrines  of  the  New  Testament.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Common  Brother¬ 
hood  of  America  and,  as  one  of  his  great-grandfathers  was  in  the  Revolutionary 
war,  he  is  eligible  to  membership  in  the  Sons  of  the  American  Revolution.  A  man 
of  unimpeachable  character,  gentlemanly  address  and  kindly  nature,  Mr.  Hamble¬ 
ton  ranks  high,  not  only  in  business  circles,  but  among  people  of  all  classes  wher¬ 
ever  he  is  known. 


CAPTAIN  CHENEY  C.  PROUTY. 

In  a  history  of  Des  Moines  it  is  imperative  that  mention  be  made  of  Cap¬ 
tain  Cheney  C.  Prouty,  who  for  many  years  figured  prominently  in  the  business 
circles  of  the  city  as  president  of  the  C.  C.  Prouty  Wholesale  Grocery  Company. 
He  was  born  in  Cumberland,  Ohio,  on  the  6th  of  August,  1841,  and  was  a  son 
of  Russell  and  Nancy  (Dunbar)  Prouty.  He  spent  the  days  of  his  boyhood 
and  early  youth  in  his  native  state  and  in  1858,  when  a  lad  of  sixteen  years, 
accompanied  the  family  on  their  removal  to  Iowa,  locating  on  a  farm  near  Sig¬ 
ourney,  in  Keokuk  county,  where  he  lived  until  the  Civil  war  broke  out. 

Mr.  Prouty  with  patriotic  ardor  responded  to  the  country's  call  for  troops, 
enlisting  as  a  private  in  Company  E,  Thirty-third  Iowa  Infantry.  He  was  ad¬ 
vanced  to  the  rank  of  captain  of  his  company  and  participated  in  many  notable 
engagements  remaining  in  the  service  until  hostilities  ceased.  At  the  close  of  the 
war  he  received  an  honorable  discharge  and  was  mustered  out,  returning  home 
with  a  most  creditable  military  record,  for  in  the  face  of  great  danger  he  was 
brave  and  fearless  and  inspired  the  men  under  him  with  much  of  his  own  valor 
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He  afterward  became  a  prominent  member  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic 
in  Iowa. 

When  the  war  was  over  Captain  Prouty  took  up  his  abode  in  Oskaloosa  and 
for  a  short  time  was  traveling  salesman  for  a  boot  and  shoe  house.  In  1866  he 
turned  his  attention  to  the  retail  grocery  business  in  Oskaloosa  and  continued 
in  that  line  for  about  three  years.  He  was  afterward  connected  with  the  firm 
of  R.  F.  Bower  &  Company,  wholesale  grocers  of  Keokuk,  for  a  number  of 
years  and  then  came  to  Des  Moines,  where  he  was  connected  with  the  wholesale 
grocery  establishment  of  R.  C.  Webb  &  Company  for  some  time.  In  1876  he 
organized  the  C.  C.  Prouty  Wholesale  Grocery  Company,  of  which  he- was  pres¬ 
ident  until  his  death.  In  this  connection  he  built  up  the  business  to  large  and 
profitable  proportions,  always  maintaining  a  high  standard  in  the  personnel  of 
the  house,  in  the  line  of  goods  carried  and  in  the  character  of  the  service  ren¬ 
dered  to  the  public.  His  straightforward  dealings  and  progressive  business 
methods  soon  won  him  a  liberal  patronage  and  he  was  classed  with  the  success¬ 
ful  merchants  of  the  city  up  to  the  time  of  his  death.  He  possessed  great  energy, 
keen  perception,  honesty  of  purpose  and  a  genius  for  devising  the  right  thing  at 
the  right  time,  and  gradually  he  developed  one  of  the  important  commercial 
undertakings  of  the  city.  His  cooperation  and  labors  were  sought  in  other 
fields  and  he  became  in  time  a  director  of  the  Iowa  National  Bank,  the  Des 
Moines  Drug  Company  and  vice  president  of  the  Prouty-Bowler  Soap  Company. 

On  the  22d  of  November,  1869,  Captain  Prouty  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Miss  Belle  Needham,  and  unto  them  were  born  two  sons:  Harry  L.,  who  was 
born  September  11,  1870,  and  died  January  7,  1901;  and  Cheney  R.,  who  was 
born  July  14,  1882. 

Captain  Prouty  continued  a  resident  of  Des  Moines  until  called  to  his  final 
rest  on  the  28th  of  December,  1909,  being  at  that  time  sixty-eight  years  of 
age.  The  most  of  his  life  had  been  passed  in  Iowa  and  to  the  welfare  of  his 
adopted  state  he  was  devoted.  While  he  never  sought  nor  desired  public  office, 
on  many  occasions  he  actively  and  helpfully  cooperated  in  movements  for  the 
general  good.  His  ideas  in  relation  to  business  affairs  were  practical  and  his 
labors  resultant.  The  wise  use  which  he  made  of  his  time  and  opportunities 
brought  him  to  a  prominent  position  in  business  circles  and  also  in  the  regard 
of  his  fellowmen,  who  entertained  for  him  a  kindly  feeling  and  felt  a  deep 
regret  when  he  passed  away. 


W.  W.  MAPLE,  M.  D. 

In  the  nineteen  years  of  his  practice  in  Des  Moines,  Dr.  W.  W.  Maple  has 
made  continuous  progress  by  reason  of  his  broad  experience  and  wide  research, 
and  the  consensus  of  public  opinion  accords  him  a  prominent  position  among  the 
representatives  of  the  eclectic  school  practicing  in  this  city.  He  is  one  of  the 
native  sons  of  Des  Moines,  born  September  19,  1864,  on  Eighth  street,  between 
Walnut  and  Locust,  where  is  now  seen  the  furniture  store  of  Chase  &  West. 

His  father,  Isaiah  Maple,  one  of  the  pioneer  settlers  of  Polk  county  and 
prominent  in  social  and  business  activities  of  this  part  of  the  state  in  early  davs, 
was  born  in  Fredericksburg,  Wayne  county,  Ohio,  May  18,  1828.  and  was  of 
Scotch  descent  on  the  paternal  side  and  of  German  lineage  on  the  maternal  side. 
His  father  was  a  farmer  and  live-stock  dealer  of  moderate  means,  and  Isaiah 
Maple  spent  his  youthful  days  on  the  home  farm,  acquiring  such  education  as 
the  country  schools  afforded.  Fie  had  to  walk  five  miles  to  the  little  school- 
house,  which  was  of  primitive  character,  and  there  he  sat  upon  a  rough  slab 
bench,  his  feet  not  reaching  the  floor.  The  course  of  instruction  was  limited 
but  he  made  the  best  of  his  opportunities.  At  the  age  of  eighteen  he  was  ap- 
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prenticed  to  learn  the  trade  of  carriage  and  wagon  ironing,  his  compensation  to 
be  twenty-five  dollars  for  the  first  year,  thirty-five  dollars  for  the  second  year, 
and  forty-five  dollars  for  the  third  year,  together  with  his  board.  The  death 
of  his  mother,  however,  necessitated  his  return  to  the  farm  so  that  he  might  aid 
his  father  in  keeping  together  the  family  of  fourteen  children.  After  three 
years  he  resumed  work  in  the  carriage  shop,  his  day  to  begin  at  five  o'clock  in 
the  morning,  when  he  would  start  the  shop  fires,  afterward  his  duties  were  to 
dress  his  employer's  children  and  get  them  ready  for  breakfast  and  then  be  at 
the  shop  on  time  with  the  sixty  men  employed  therein.  In  order  to  earn  his 
clothing  he  worked  at  odd  jobs  after  his  day's  labor  of  twelve  hours  was  over. 
He  sawed  wood  or  did  anything  which  he  could  find  to  do,  working  until  mid¬ 
night.  He  became  janitor  of  a  church  at  a  salary  of  twenty-five  dollars  per 
vear,  but  received  little  of  his  salary  in  that  position.  Seeking  another  job,  at 
one  time  he  helped  to  drive  one  thousand  sheep  to  Philadelphia,  walking  the  en¬ 
tire  distance.  In  1854.  believing  that  Iowa  presented  better  opportunities  for  a 
young  man,  he  started  west  by  way  of  Chicago,  proceeding  by  rail  to  Davenport 
and  by  stage  to  Des  Moines,  reaching  his  destination  in  October.  He  at  once 
began  work  at  his  trade  and  because  of  his  expert  ability  found  ready  employ¬ 
ment,  although  wages  were  very  low.  As  a  matter  of  economy  he  slept  for 
three  years  in  the  bank  of  Leas  &  Harsh,  taking  his  meals  at  the  home  of  Mar¬ 
tin  Winter,  an  early  settler.  This  saved  him  the  expense  of  renting  a  room. 
In  the  meantime  he  carefully  saved  every  cent  of  his  earnings  possible  and  in 
the  spring  of  1856  formed  a  partnership  with  Bartrum  Galbraith.  They  built 
a  shop  on  Third  street  between  Walnut  and  Locust  streets  and  two  years  later 
purchased  the  northeast  corner  of  Third  and  Locust  and  built  another  shop. 
The  partners  being  expert  workmen,  prompt  and  fair  in  their  dealing,  soon  se¬ 
cured  a  liberal  patronage,  which  covered  a  radius  of  fifty  miles.  The  business 
was  conducted  successfully  until  1869,  when  Mr.  Maple  severed  his  partnership 
with  Mr.  Galbraith.  In  the  meantime  he  had  made  investments  in  real  estate, 
purchasing  a  tract  of  land  about  nine  miles  southeast  of  Des  Moines  and  another 
large  tract  in  Monona  county.  On  retiring  from  the  shop  he  removed  to  his 
farm  at  Orillia  and  there  resided  until  1890.  when  he  turned  the  property  over 
to  one  of  his  sons  and  took  possession  of  his  land  in  Monona  county,  developing 
it  into  a  valuable  estate  whereon  he  resided  until  June,  1907,  when  he  returned 
to  Des  Moines,  spending  his  last  days  in  the  home  of  his  son.  Dr.  W.  W.  Maple, 
and  there  passing  away  on  the  16th  of  April,  1908.  “leaving  to  his  children  an 
unblemished  name,  to  the  community  an  impress  of  constant  effort  for  the  en¬ 
noblement  of  its  civic  life  and  to  every  young  man  starting  on  life's  journey  an 
inspiration  and  an  exemplary  example." 

One  of  the  local  papers  said  of  him:  “He  was  of  sanguine  temperament,  op¬ 
timistic.  energetic,  domestic  in  taste  and  habit,  firm  in  his  convictions,  frank,  yet 
always  sincere.  He  was,  moreover,  public-spirited  and  his  donations  to  public 
enterprises  were  at  times  perhaps  greater  than  his  finances  warranted.  He  sub¬ 
scribed  liberally  to  the  fund  for  building  the  first  iron  bridge  at  Walnut  street 
in  1866  giving  one  hundred  dollars — a  large  sum  in  those  days,  and  also  contrib¬ 
uted  most  generously  toward  the  building  of  the  first  Methodist  church.  As  a 
business  man  he  was  noted  for  his  probity  and  sterling  integrity.  The  econom¬ 
ical  practices  of  his  younger  days  were  not  the  result  of  niggardly  parsimony, 
but  in  furtherance  of  a  resolution  made  when  a  youth  that  he  would  some  day 
get  himself  a  home  :  that  he  would  never  become  the  head  of  a  family  until  he 
was  established  in  business  and  had  a  home  for  them,  and  such  was  his  advice 
to  his  children."  Moreover,  in  his  youth  he  decided  that  he  would  seek  only  the 
society  and  friendship  of  men  who  were  honest  and  successful  in  business.  To 
this  rule  he  always  adhered.  He  took  great  interest  in  young  men,  for  the  im¬ 
provement  of  social  conditions  in  the  community  in  which  he  lived  but  had  little 
interest  in  society  in  the  usually  accepted  sense  of  the  term.  He  held  member- 
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ship  in  Pioneer  Lodge,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.  and  was  a  stalwart  supporter  of  the  re¬ 
publican  party.  In  1858  he  was  elected  to  the  city  council  in  the  old  third  ward, 
which  embraced  all  of  the  city  west  of  Des  Moines  river  between  Locust  and 
Center  streets.  Religiously  he  was  a  devout  Methodist  and  a  strong  supporting 
pillar  of  the  church  in  the  days  of  self  denial  and  struggle  unknown  to  the  pres¬ 
ent  generation.  For  thirteen  years  he  taught  in  the  Sunday  school  without  being 
absent  a  single  Sunday. 

Isaiah  Maple  was  married  twice.  In  October,  1857,  he  wedded  Miss  Hannah 
M.  West,  a  sister  of  Captain  Samuel  West.  She  died  a  year  later  and  on  the 
13th  of  May,  i860,  Mr.  Maple  married  Mrs.  Mary  A.  Kelsey.  His  widow  still 
survives  him  and  his  living  children  are:  Dr.  W.  W.  Maple ;  A.  Ordway,  who  is 
living  on  the  old  home  farm  at  Orillia;  Frank  G.,  of  Newton,  Iowa;  "and  Mrs. 
T.  E.  Brown,  of  Des  Moines.  Ylorton  C.  Maple,  another  son,  died  from  the 
effects  of  an  accidental  shooting,  April  9,  1911. 

Dr.  Maple  is  a  native  son  of  Des  Moines,  much  of  his  youth  was  spent 
home  farm.  His  early  education  was  acquired  in  the  public  schools 
he  continued  his  studies  in  Drake  University.  He  then  entered  busi- 
being  connected  with  merchandising  for  four  years,  but  thinking  to 
find  professional  pursuits  more  congenial,  he  began  studying  medicine  and  was 
graduated  in  1892  from  the  Eclectic  Medical  Institute  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio.  He 
commenced  practice  in  Des  Moines  and  has  met  with  excellent  success  as  the 
years  have  gone  by.  He  belongs  to  both  the  State  and  National  Eclectic  Socie¬ 
ties  and  his  standing  among  his  professional  brethren  is  indicated  in  the  fact 
that  he  has  been  honored  with  all  of  the  offices  in  the  state  society  and  is  now 
its  treasurer.  He  has  been  a  close  and  discriminating  student  of  the  profession 
and  quickly  adopts  any  measures  or  remedies  which  his  judgment  sanctions  as 
of  value  in  the  treatment  of  diseases. 

C  )n  the  25th  of  May.  1887.  Dr.  Maple  was.  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Min¬ 
nie  Carritt,  a  native  of  western  Iowa.  They  are  prominent  in  the  social  circles 
of  the  city  and  Dr.  Maple  is  also  a  valued  representative  of  the  Benevolent  and 
Protective  Order  of  Eiks,  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  the  Modern  Woodmen. 
Prompted  by  laudable  ambition  he  has  worked  his  way  steadily  upward  in  his 
chosen  calling  and  all  his  professional  service  is  discharged  with  a  sense  of  con¬ 
scientious  obligation  that  has  been  one  of  the  strong  features  in  his  success. 


While 
upon  the 
and  later 
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SAMUEL  C.  WARE. 

Samuel  C.  Ware,  who  has  been  identified  with  the  transfer  business  at  Des 
Moines  for  many  years,  was  born  in  -Poweshiek  county,  Iowa,  September  25, 
1865,  a  son  of  John  S.  and  Anna  (Craver)  Ware.  The  parents  were  both  born 
at  Camden,  New  Jersey,  and  came  west  soon  after  their  marriage,  locating  in 
Poweshiek  county.  Mr.  Ware  followed’  farming  for  a  time,  but  seeing  larger 
possibilities  in  freighting  goods  across  the  continent,  sold  out  his  farming  inter¬ 
ests  and  engaged  in  that  business.  This  was  previous  to  the  advent  of  the  rail¬ 
roads  and  involved  many  hazards  on  account  of  the  unsettled  condition  of  the 
country,  the  danger  of  attack  by  the  Indians  and  many  other  causes  which  are 
little  understood  at  the  present  time.  Mr.  \\  are  became  very  well  known  in 
fowa  and  other  parts  of  the  west  and  was  quite  prosperous  in  his  vocation.  He 
passed  away  at  Des  Moines  in  1896.  The  mother  is  still  living  and  makes  her 
home  with  her  son  in  this  city. 

Samuel.  C.  Ware  possessed  good  advantages  in  the  wav  of  education,  his 
early  training  being  acquired  in  the  public  schools,  after  which  he  attended  the 
Grinnell  Business  College,  thus  receiving  a  good  foundation  upon  which  to 
build  in  future  years  by  means  of  observation  and  reading.  At  eighteen  years 
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of  age  he  began  upon  his  own  account  in  the  transfer  business  at  Des  Moines. 
His  first  office  was  established  at  No.  1911  Walnut  street,  but  his  business  in¬ 
creased  under  careful  and  well  directed  management  and  in  1894  he  removed  to 
his  present  address  at  715  West  Grand  avenue,  where  he  has  well  appointed  head¬ 
quarters  and  complete  facilities  for  handling  the  business  in  such  a  way  as  to 
give  excellent  satisfaction  to  his  patrons.  He  is  well  known  as  a  practical  and 
progressive  man  whose  promise  is  always  to  be  relied  upon,  and  he  therefore 
stands  high  in  the  estimation  of  all  those  who  know  him. 

Mr.  Ware  was  united  in  marriage  at  Des  Moines  to  Miss  Mattie  C.  Jansen. 
They  have  four  children:  Vernon,  who  was  born  March  23,  1893,  and  is  now  a 
student  of  the  Des  Moines  high  school;  Cecil,  who  was  born  February  2,  1895, 
and  is  also  attending  high  school;  Pearl  E.,  who  was  born  June  29,  1898;  and 
Helen,  born  May  8,  1901. 

Mr.  Ware  is  independent  politically,  preferring  to  vote  for  the  man  rather 
than  the  party.  Fraternally  he  is  connected  with  the  Ancient  Order  of  United 
Workmen.  He  is  not  a  member  of  any  church,  but  is  a  strong  advocate  of  the 
application  of  the  Golden  Rule  in  every  department  of  life  and  believes  that  a 
modest  demeanor  is  more  to  the  credit  of  its  possessor  than  an  outward  show 
of  religion.  He  is  a  lover  of  his  home  and  has  many  friends  who  have  been 
attracted  by  his  genial  manner  and  pleasing  address. 


GUSTAV  W.  MAXON. 

a 

Gustav  W.  Maxon,  a  well  known  and  prosperous  resident  of  Des  Moines, 
is  the  president  of  the  Star  Engraving  &  Printing  Company.  His  birth  occurred 
at  Speyer-on-the-Rhine,  in  Germany,  on  the  9th  of  February,  1853,  his  parents 
being  Edward  F.  and  Caroline  (Welch)  Maxon,  who  were  likewise  natives  of 
that  country.  The  father  was  a  paper  manufacturer  in  Germany  for  a  good 
many  years  and  also  obtained  several  patents  on  different  articles  in  the  paper 
and  envelope  line.  He  finally  became  bankrupt  and  in  1868  emigrated  to  Amer¬ 
ica,  locating  in  New  York  city,  where  he  began  working  as  a  piano  tuner,  fol¬ 
lowing  that  occupation  in  the  Empire  state  for  thirty  years.  He  passed  away  in 
New  Jersey  in  December,  1910.  His  first  wife  died  in  Germany  in  1859,  leaving 
two  children:  Lina,  who  was  born  in  Germany  in  1850  and  married  Bernard 
Haselhurst  of  New  York  city;  and  Gustav  W.  In  1870  the  father  married  again 
and  by  his  second  union  had  four  children :  William,  Marie,  Edward  and  Emily. 

Gustav  W.  Maxon,  who  obtained  his  education  in  the  graded  and  high  schools 
of  his  native  land,  was  a  youth  of  fifteen  when  he  crossed  the  Atlantic  to  the 
United  States.  He  worked  at  different  occupations  in  New  York  city  for  some 
time  and  subsequently  began  learning  the  art  of  silver  engraving,  serving  an 
apprenticeship  of  two  and  a  half  years.  On  the  expiration  of  that  period  he 
joined  the  United  States  navy  and  went  to  sea,  serving  on  the  gunboat  Shawmut 
of  the  North  Atlantic  squadron.  He  remained  in  the  navy  for  three  years 
and  nine  months,  visiting  South  America,  Mexico  and  the  West  Indies  and 
going  up  the  east  coast  of  America  to  Nova  Scotia.  After  returning  to  New 
York  city  he  secured  employment  at  his  trade  with  the  Whiting  Manufacturing 
Company,  remaining  with  that  concern  for  three  years.  At  the  end  of  that 
time  he  entered  the  photo-engraving  business  with  the  Moss  Engraving  Com¬ 
pany,  Mr.  Moss  being  the  originator  of  the  photo-engraving  process.  In  1881 
he  came  west,  locating  in  Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa,  where  he  embarked  in  business 
on  his  own  account.  Subsequently  he  accepted  a  position  as  dlustrator  with 
Mills  &  Company  of  Des  Moines,  a  large  publishing  concern,  continuing  with 
that  house  for  four  years  or  until  the  business  was  sold  out.  He  next  went  to 
Omaha,  thence  to  Denver  and  later  back  to  New  York  city.  After  an  absence 
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of  a  year  he  returned  to  Des  Moines  in  1889  and  formed  a  partnership  with  C. 
W.  Stiles  for  the  conduct  of  an  engraving  business  under  the  name  of  the  Star 
Engraving  Company.  Since  its  inception  the  enterprise  has  several  times  out¬ 
grown  its  quarters  and  removals  have  been  made  accordingly.  About  six  months 
ago  the  Star  Engraving  Company  consolidated  with  the  Campbell-Russell  Print¬ 
ing  Company  and  the  present  firm  name  was  adopted.  Mr.  Maxon,  who  is  the 
president  of  the  Star  Engraving  &  Printing  Company,  devotes  some  attention 
to  the  actual  artistic  work  and  also  spends  considerable  time  on  the  road  visiting 
the  trade.  The  business  has  been  developed  along  safe,  conservative  lines  and 
is  constantly  growing. 

In  1885  Mr.  Maxon  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Jennie  B.  Sims,  of  \\  in¬ 
terset,  Iowa,  her  parents  being  David  and  Ella  (Hedge)  Sims,  natives  of  Ohio 
and  Pennsylvania  respectively.  They  came  to  Iowa  at  an  early  day,  Mr.  Sims 
following  general  agricultural  pursuits  in  Polk  county  for  twenty  years.  Event¬ 
ually  he  removed  to  Winterset,  Iowa,  where  for  about  forty  years  he  was  suc¬ 
cessfully  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business.  Now,  at  the  age  of  seventy-five 
years,  he  is  enjoying  honorable  retirement,  making  his  home  with  our  subject  in 
Des  Moines.  His  wife  was  called  to  her  final  rest  in  November,  1910.  Our 
subject  and  his  wife  have  two  children,  namely:  Karl  E.,  a  young  man  of  twen¬ 
ty-three,  who  is  working  for  his  father  in  the  art  department ;  and  Edward  S., 
a  youth  of  seventeen,  who  is  a  high  school  student. 

In  politics  Mr.  Maxon  is  a  stanch  republican.  He  owns  a  home  on  Cres¬ 
cent  Drive.  He  is  quite  accomplished  as  a  cellist  and  formerly  played  in  the 
different  orchestras  of  Des  Moines.  His  life  has  been  characterized  by  a  res¬ 
olute  purpose  and  early  in  his  career  he  became  imbued  with  a  laudable  ambi¬ 
tion  to  master  each  task  that  was  assigned  him  and  progressed  until  he  is  today 
at  the  head  of  a  business  which  pays  tribute  to  his  industry  and  his  ability  and 
stands  as  a  monument  to  his  enterprise  and  capable  management. 


MAHLON  PARIE  TURNER. 

Viewed  from  the  perspective  of  the  years  the  life  history  of  Mahlon  Parie 
Turner  looms  large  in  the  annals  of  Des  Moines.  With  remarkable  prescience 
he  seemed  to  recognize  what  the  future  had  in  store  for  the  capital  and  much 
of  his  life  work  was  directed  toward  the  time  when  the  larger  city  would  demand 
greater  improvements,  equipment  and  opportunities.  He  figured,  too,  as  one  of 
the  prominent  physicians  of  Des  Moines  and  his  work  of  a  public  nature  gave 
stimulus  to  the  development  and  upbuilding  of  Iowa’s  capital.  It  is  a  well 
known  fact  that  the  man  who  is  the  leader  in  progressive  movements  always 
meets  with  the  opposition  of  the  conservative  element,  but  time  has  justified 
the  wisdom  and  worth  of  the  course  that  Dr.  Turner  pursued  and  the  city  today 
acknowledges  her  indebtedness  to  him  for  the  excellent  service  which  he  ren¬ 
dered  in  her  behalf. 

A  native  of  Boone  county,  Missouri,  Dr.  Turner  was  born  October  25,  1824, 
his  parents  being  John  D.  and  Elizabeth  (Stroad)  Turner.  His  grandfather, 
John  Turner,  removed  from  North  Carolina  to  Kentucky,  settling  in  the  vicin¬ 
ity  of  Lexington  when  that  state  was  in  its  pioneer  period.  Subsequently  he 
became  a  resident  of  Boone  county,  Missouri,  making  his  way  into  that  region 
in  1816  when  but  comparatively  few  white  settlers  were  living  within  the  borders 
of  the  state.  In  1829  he  became  a  resident  of  Morgan  county,  Illinois,  where 
he  passed  away  at  the  venerable  age  of  eighty-two  years. 

John  D.  Turner,  father  of  the  Doctor,  was  the  oldest  in  a  family  of  eight 
children  and  was  born  near  Lexington,  Kentucky,  in  1799.  While  the  family 
were  residents  of  Missouri  he  was  married,  in  1822,  to  Elizabeth  Stroad,  whose 
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birth  had  occurred  in  Bowling  Green,  Kentucky,  in  1804.  She  was  the  niece 
of  Stephen  Stroad,  who  figured  most  prominently  in  connection  with  the  Black 
Hawk  war.  Her  father  died  during  her  infancy  and  she  was  then  taken  by 
her  widowed  mother  to  Missouri.  Following  his  marriage  John  D.  Turner 
developed  and  improved  a  farm  in  Missouri  and  during  the  early  days  he  and  his 
wife  experienced  many  of  the  hardships  and  privations  of  frontier  life.  Their 
house  was  built  of  boards  made  with  an  old  whipsaw  and  its  furnishings  were 
crude  and  primitive  in  construction.  A  removal  was  made  to  Morgan  county, 
Illinois,  in  1829,  and  through  the  succeeding  thirty-six  years  they  there  resided 
until  the  spring  of  1865,  when  they  came  to  Des  Moines,  making  this  city  their 
home  until  they  were  called  to  their  final  rest.  Theirs  was  the  first  golden  wed¬ 
ding  celebrated  here.  They  held  membership  in  the  Christian  church  to  which 
they  were  most  devoted,  and  Mr.  Turner  was  a  great  admirer  and  champion  of 
Henry  Clay  until  the  latter  used  his  political  influence  to  elect  John  Quincy 
Adams,  when  he  espoused  the  principles  advocated  by  Jackson,  remaining  a  stal¬ 
wart  champion  of  the  democracy  until  the  rise  of  the  republican  party.  Thor¬ 
oughly  in  sympathy  with  the  Union  cause,  he  volunteered  for  service  in  the 
Grey  Beard  Regiment  but  was  not  accepted  because  of  his  advanced  age.  He 
died  in  1877,  being  survived  for  ten  years  by  his  wife,  whose  death  occurred  in 
1887. 

The  youthful  days  of  Dr.  Mahlon  P.  Turner  were  spent  amid  the  environ¬ 
ment  of  farm  life  and  in  attendance  at  the  district  schools  until  fifteen  years 
of  age,  when  he  was  accorded  the  privilege  of  a  literary  course  in  the  Illinois 
College  at  Jacksonville,  where  he  devoted  two  years  to  study.  In  the  meantime 
he  had  determined  to  engage  in  the  practice  of  medicine,  but  not  having  the 
funds  necessary  to  meet  the  expenses  of  a  college  course  he  resorted  to  teach¬ 
ing.  He  also  studied  medicine  under  the  direction  of  Dr.  J.  M.  Stewart,  of 
Exeter,  Illinois,  and  later  entered  the  medical  department  of  the  Illinois  Col¬ 
lege,  from  which  he  was  graduated  with  the  class  of  1847.  That  he  displayed 
unusual  ability  as  well  as  many  sterling  characteristics  is  indicated  by  the  fact 
that  on  the  day  following  his  graduation  he  was  admitted  to  partnership  by  his 
former  preceptor,  to  receive  a  third  of  their  earnings  during  the  first  two  years 
and  a  half  of  the  profits  after  that  period.  Their  connection  continued  for  six 
years,  during  which  time  Dr.  Turner  made  ten  thousand  dollars,  notwithstand¬ 
ing  he  was  in  feeble  health  throughout  that  period. 

On  the  23d  of  December,  1852,  was  celebrated  the  marriage  of  Dr.  Turner 
and  Miss  Mary  A.  Ramsay,  who  was  born  near  Jacksonville,  Illinois,  September 
20,  1828.  They  became  the  parents  of  four  daughters,  of  whom  two  died  in 
young  girlhood.  The  surviving  daughters  are :  Mrs.  Emma  Watson  and  Miss 
Susie  Turner.  In  the  year  following  their  marriage  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Turner  re¬ 
moved  to  California  and  he  took  with  him  two  hundred  head  of  cattle.  On  his 
arrival  in  that  state  he  turned  his  attention  to  the  breeding  of  dairy  stock,  con¬ 
tinuing  in  the  business  for  five  years,  during  which  period  he  made  an  excellent 
reputation  and  won  substantial  success  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  during 
the  first  three  years  his  losses  were  considerable.  With  undaunted  courage  and 
determination  he  continued  in  the  business  and  during  the  last  two  years  his 
sales  not  only  made  up  for  his  losses  but  brought  to  him  a  substantial  revenue. 
There  was  also  a  demand  for  his  professional  services,  owing  to  the  scarcity 
of  physicians  in  that  neighborhood,  and  he  remained  in  practice  in  California 
until  1858,  when  he  returned  to  Des  Moines.  More  than  all  his  sojourn  in  the 
far  west  greatly  improved  his  health. 

Throughout  the  period  of  his  residence  in  the  capital  city  Dr.  Turner  was 
prominently,  actively  and  helpfully  associated  with  public  affairs.  He  had  lived 
here  for  but  a  few  months  when  he  purchased  a  home  far  out  in  the  country 
in  what  is  now  North  Des  Moines.  This  primitive  dwelling  bore  little  resem¬ 
blance  to  his  magnificent  residence  on  Forest  avenue  where  he  was  living  at  his 
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demise.  Soon  after  his  arrival  he  began  to  invest  in  real  estate  and  with  the 
growth  of  the  city  the  property  which  he  held  became  very  valuable.  While 
others  may  have  recognized  Des  Moines’  needs,  Dr.  Turner  not  only  recognized 
but  set  to  work  to  meet  the  conditions  and  took  the  initiative  in  promoting 
many  of  the  public  projects.  In  the  early  days  there  was  no  adequate  means 
of  transporting  people  over  the  river.  The  cumbersome  ferries  caused  too  great 
a  loss  of  time  and  in  the  spring  of  1861  Dr.  Turner  secured  a  thirty-year  char¬ 
ter  for  a  toll  bridge  over  Coon  river  and  at  once  began  building  the  bridge, 
which  from  the  first  was  liberally  patronized.  Naturally  this  awakened  the 
opposition  of  the  ferry  owners  and  the  cry  was  raised  that  the  Doctor  was 
getting  rich  with  his  toll  bridge.  The  matter  was  brought  to  the  attention  of 
the  town  council  that  the  town  treasury'  was  getting  no  revenue  from  the  privilege 
conferred.  When  in  1865  the  bridge  was  carried  away  by  a  flood,  the  council 
at  once  put  in  a  ferry,  but  Dr.  Turner  was  not  thus  to  be  outwitted.  One  night 
he  went  up  the  river,  bought  a  small  steamboat  which  was  not  then  in  use  and 
the  next  morning  it  was  running  in  opposition  to  the  town  ferry.  The  mayor 
denounced  him,  but  the  Doctor  replied  that  it  made  no  difiference  to  the  mayor 
how  he  obtained  the  boat,  but  that  he  was  there  to  carry  people  across  until  he 
could  build  a  new  bridge.  The  construction  work  on  the  new  bridge  was  at 
once  begun,  but  the  people,  forgetting  how  great  a  benefit  the  bridge  had  been 
to  them  in  the  beginning,  continued  to  strongly  oppose  it.  Expediency,  which 
was  ever  one  of  Dr.  Turner’s  marked  characteristics,  came  to  his  aid  about 
this  time.  Going  quietly  among  the  farmers  and  those  who  used  the  bridge  he 
obtained  subscriptions  enough  to  cover  the  expense  of  building  a  new  bridee 
and  when  it  was  completed  he  tendered  it  to  the  town  council  upon  the  condi¬ 
tion  that  it  was  a  free  bridge  to  the  public  from  that  time,  1868,  “forever  and 
ever.”  In  1871,  when  bridging  the  Des  Moines  river  had  become  very  expen¬ 
sive,  the  council  ordered  the  collection  of  toll  on  all  bridges,  but  they  had  ac¬ 
cepted  the  one  built  by  the  Doctor  as  a  free  bridge  and  the  people  residing 
south  of  Coon  river  refused  to  pay  toll  on  a  bridge  for  which  they  had  furnished 
the  building  expenses.  The  situation  was  a  difficult  one  for  the  council,  who 
then  condemned  the  bridge  and  sent  men  to  tear  it  down,  but  a  body  of  Bloom¬ 
field  citizens  drove  them  away  and  relaid  the  plank.  Wisdom  prevailed  at  this 
crisis  and  in  1872  the  bridge  was  replaced  by  a  new  one. 

To  Dr.  Turner  is  attributed  the  credit  of  organizing  and  establishing  the 
Des  Moines  street  railway  system  and  the  building  of  the  first  street  railway 
in  the  state.  In  1866  he  procured  a  perpetual  charter  for  S.  street  railway  on 
all  streets  to  be  operated  by  animal  power.  With  him  were  associated  J.  S. 
Polk,  Fred  M.  Hubbell  and  U.  I.  White.  They  built  the  first  mile  of  road  from 
the  court  house  on  Court  avenue  to  Capitol  Hill — a  narrow  gauge  line — and 
equipped  it  with  small  cars  carrying  about  twenty  passengers  while  the  motive 
power  was  mules.  By  charter  their  speed  was  limited  to  six  miles  an  hour. 
They  were  to  turn  corners  on  a  walk  and  the  cars  were  to  be  kept  two  hundred 
feet  apart.  Many  of  Dr.  Turner’s  friends  and  acquaintances  joked  him  about 
the  road  but  he  would  answer:  “Never  mind.  Just  wait;  this  town  is  going  to 
grow.  Just  give  us  a  chance.”  After  several  months  a  loop  was  made  and  in 
1872  two  and  a  half  miles  of  track  on  Walnut  and  High  streets  and  on  Grand 
avenue  to  Tenth  street  were  laid.  Dr.  Turner  purchased  the  stock  of  two  of  his 
partners  in  the  company  and  Mrs.  Turner  purchased  that  of  Mr.  White.  Of 
the  new  company  Dr.  Turner  became  president,  with  his  wife  as  vice  president, 
secretary  and  treasurer,  she  being  the  first  woman  in  the  United  States  to  hold 
such  an  office.  For  fourteen  years  they  extended  and  operated  the  Des  Moines 
street  railway  and  their  labors  proved  the  stimulating  element  in  developing  the 
urban  transportation  facilities  of  Des  Moines.  The  first  amusement  hall  in  the 
city  was  built  by  Dr.  Turner  on  Court  avenue  and  for  many  years  it  remained 
the  only  one.  After  disposing  of  his  street  railway  interests  he  gave  his  atten- 
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tion  of  the  development  of  his  real-estate  holdings  and  erected  an  eight-story 
building  on  Seventh  and  Grand  streets.  He  also  sold  to  Drake  University  the 
ground  now  occupied  by  the  college  and  campus.  The  increased  value  of  prop¬ 
erty  made  him  a  wealthy  man  and  he  died  the  possessor  of  a  handsome  com¬ 
petence  which  was  the  merited  reward  of  judicious  investment,  indefatigable 
industry  and  keen  discernment  in  business  affairs. 

Dr.  Turner  gave  his  early  political  support  to  the  whig  party,  although  he 
had  been  reared  in  the  faith  of  the  democratic  party.  Later  when  the  republican 
party  was  formed  to  prevent  the  further  extension  of  slavery  he  joined  its 
ranks  and  continued  one  of  its  stalwart  advocates.  During  the  period  of  the 
Civil  war  he  was  chosen  to  represent  the  fourth  ward  in  the  city  council  and 
his  election  was  a  compliment  to  his  ability  and  an  indication  of  the  confidence 
reposed  in  him,  for  the  ward  was  strongly  democratic.  He  never  sought  nor 
desired  office,  however,  being  content  to  do  his  public  service  in  a  private  ca¬ 
pacity.  He  was  a  strong  temperance  man,  opposing  saloons  in  every  possible 
way,  for  he  realized  fully  the  sorrow,  crime  and  failure  which  resulted  from  in¬ 
temperance.  The  cause  of  education  found  in  him  an  earnest  champion  and 
he  was  a  warm  friend  of  the  laboring  classes.  He  held  membership  in  the  Con¬ 
gregational  church  and  was  a  man  of  benevolent  and  charitable  spirit,  ever  ready 
to  extend  a  helping  hand  to  those  who  needed  aid.  His  life  was  filled  with 
many  good  deeds  and  kindly  acts.  He  passed  away  October  15,  1899,  after  a 
residence  of  more  than  forty  years  in  Des  Moines.  His  death  was  deeply  re¬ 
gretted  in  business  circles  where  men  had  learned  to  esteem  him  for  his  enter¬ 
prise  and  ability,  in  public  connections  because  of  the  splendid  sendee  which  he 
had  done  for  Des  Moines,  in  social  circles  where  his  sincerity  and  cordiality 
had  gained  him  many  friends,  but  most  of  all  it  brought  sorrow  to  the  home 
where  he  was  indeed  an  ideal  husband  and  father,  ever  considering  first  the 
happiness  of  his  wife  and  children  and  regarding  no  personal  sacrifice  on  his 
part  too  great  if  it  would  promote  their  welfare  or  interests. 


N.  C.  SCHILTZ,  M.  D. 

A  prominent  member  of  the  medical  profession  of  Des  Moines  is  Dr.  N.  C. 
Schiltz,  who  for  nearly  twenty  years  has  been  engaged  in  practice  here.  He  is 
a  member  of  one  of  the  older  families  of  the  state,  his  father,  F.  John  Schiltz, 
having  been  one  of  the  very  early  settlers.  Emigrating  from  Luxemburg,  his 
native  land,  in  the  early  ’20s  Mr.  Schiltz  came  directly  to  Iowa.  He  was  a  mil¬ 
ler  by  trade  so  he  located  on  the  Skunk  river  in  the  southern  part  of  the  state 
where  he  established  a  grist  mill,  which  he  operated  until  his  decease  in  1868. 
The  mother,  who  prior  to  her  marriage  was  Mary  Ann  Baker,  was  also  a  Ger¬ 
man.  She  survived  her  husband  many  years,  her  demise  occurring  in  1902.  Dr. 
Schiltz  was  born  in  the  paternal  home  in  Keokuk  county,  Iowa,  on  the  17th  of 
January,  1866,  and  there  he  spent  the  early  years  of  his  life. 

The  public  schools  of  Keokuk  county  and  the  parochial  schools  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  church  provided  Dr.  Schiltz  with  his  preliminary  education.  His  boy¬ 
hood  was  spent  in  the  manner  of  the  majority  of  boys  of  that  period,  attending 
school  in  the  winter  and  assisting  in  the  work  of  the  farm  in  summer.  He  early 
in  life  decided  to  became  a  physician,  so  three  years  were  spent  in  St.  Francis 
College  at  Quincy,  Illinois,  preparatory  to  pursuing  his  professional  course. 
Owing  to  his  somewhat  limited  means  he  was  compelled  to  drop  his  medical 
course,  which  he  was  following  at  Rush  Medical  College,  at  the  end  of  the 
second  year,  and  returning  to  St.  Francis  he  taught  chemistry  and  physiology 
for  a  year,  thus  acquiring  the  money  to  enable  him  to  finish  his  studies.  He  was 
awarded  his  degree  in  the  spring  of  1902,  locating  in  Des  Moines  on  the  15th  of 
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June  following.  In  1895  he  was  elected  to  the  faculty  of  the  medical  depart¬ 
ment  of  Drake  University,  which  position  he  has  ever  since  retained,  while  in 
1898-99  he  was  also  secretary  of  the  department.  He  received  the  appointment 
of  city  physician  in  1901-2,  being  in  office  at  the  time  of  the  smallpox  epidemic, 
during  which  period  he  made  twenty-five  hundred  visits.  Dr.  Schiltz  has  a  large 
practice  which  has  been  acquired  through  recognition  of  his  conscientious  meth¬ 
ods  and  skill. 

In  Keokuk  county  in  1891  Dr.  Schiltz  and  Miss  Magdalena  Salm  were  united 
in  marriage  and  unto  them  have  been  born  three  children :  Thomas  Clifford, 
Mary  Geneva  and  Ralph  Winfred.  Dr.  Schiltz’s  fraternal  relations  are  confined 
to  membership  in  the  Knights  of  Columbus,  while  he  keeps  in  touch ‘with  the 
members  of  his  profession  through  the  medium  of  the  Polk  County  Medical 
Society.  Iowa  State  Medical  Society  and  National  Medical  Association.  He 
served  as  president  of  the  county  medical  society  in  1908.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
staff  of  Mercy  Hospital  and  is  examining  physician  of  the  Massachusetts  Mutual 
Life  Insurance  Company,  the  Homesteaders  and  several  minor  companies,  while 
in  1902-3  he  was  one  of  the  medical  directors  of  the  Chicago  Life  Insurance 
Company. 

Dr.  Schiltz’s  success  is  very  largely  attributable  to  his  progressive  ideas  and 
studious  habits.  He  is  constantly  striving  to  bring  up  the  standard  of  his  work  as 
well  as  that  of  the  profession  at  large,  and  to  that  end  is  ever  ready  to  accept 
and  adopt  any  new  drug  or  method,  either  in  therapeutics  or  surgery,  the  efficacy 
of  which  he  feels  Has  been  established.  He  has  the  personality,  address  and  firm, 
but  gentle  manner  so  essential  in  the  sick  room,  and  these  qualities,  when  united 
with  his  skill  as  a  diagnostician,  explain  his  popularity  in  the  community. 


BYRON  S.  HENRY. 

The  power  of  the  American  nation  lies  in  the  strength  of  its  self-made  men. 
Those  rugged  characters  whose  tireless  energy,  close  application  and  determina¬ 
tion  of  purpose  have  enabled  them  to  attain  the  heights  to  which  they  aspired, 
and  yet  in  so  doing  to  retain  the  respect  of  all  those  with  whom  they  came  in 
contact.  Iowa  numbers  many  such  among  her  citizens,  one  of  whom  is  Byron 
S.  Henry,  the  junior  partner  of  the  Schmitt  &  Henry  Manufacturing  Company 
of  Des  Moines.  Mr.  Henry  was  born  in  Crawfordsville,  Pennsylvania,  on  the 
7th  of  January,  i860,  his  parents  being  Job  and  Mary  Jane  (Stanley)  Henry. 
The  father,  who  was  also  a  native  of  the  Keystone  state,  was  of  German  extrac¬ 
tion,  his  ancestors  having  located  in  that  state  upon  their  arrival  in  this  country, 
but  the  mother,  whose  birth  occurred  in  southern  Iowa,  was  of  English  descent. 
Mr.  Henry,  who  was  a  carpenter  by  trade,  came  to  Iowa  in  1875,  locating  in 
Brooklyn,  where  he  continued  to  reside  until  he  passed  away  on  the  12th  of 
May,  1890.  His  wife  survived  fifteen  years  thereafter,  her  demise  occurring 
in  September,  1905. 

The  education  of  Byron  S.  Henry  was  acquired  in  the  common  schools  of 
Brooklyn,  Iowa,  which  he  continued  to  attend  until  he  attained  the  age  of  seven¬ 
teen  years  at  which  time  he  graduated  from  the  high  school.  The  income  of  the 
family  being  very  limited  and  the  son  being  an  ambitious  and  industrious  youth 
he  occupied  all  his  spare  time  outside  of  school  in  any  employment  he  could  obtain, 
thus  becoming  self-supporting  long  before  his  school-days  were  over.  His  first 
position  was  in  the  retail  furniture  house  of  Tanner  &  Parker,  of  Brooklyn,  whose 
service  he  entered  on  the  18th  of  September,  1874.  After  the  completion  of  his 
education  he  was  permanently  employed  by  this  firm,  with  whom  he  was  identified 
for  three  years,  and  one  of  the  greatest  treasures  now  in  Mr.  Henry’s  possession 
is  a  letter  of  recommendation  received  from  this  company  bearing  the  signature 
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of  E.  O.  Parker,  under  the  date  of  January  13,  1877.  During  the  period  of  his 
service  there  he  carefully  acquainted  himself  with  every  detail  of  the  furniture 
business  and  in  1881  he  invested  his  very  limited  capital  in  a  stock  of  goods  and 
established  a  business  of  his  own.  Ele  continued  thus  for  two  years,  meeting  with 
a  fair  degree  of  success,  and  then  removed  to  Oskaloosa,  continuing  in  the  re¬ 
tail  furniture  business  for  six  years. 

On  Christmas  eve,  1886,  just  three  years  after  Mr.  Henry  opened  his  store  in 
Oskaloosa,  his  place  was  entirely  destroyed  by  fire.  This  meant  a  very  heavy  loss 
to  him,  as  he  carried  but  a  small  amount  of  insurance  and  was  just  becoming 
well  established.  The  officials  of  the  Mahaska  County  Bank  having  learned  of 
the  situation,  at  a  meeting  of  its  directors  issued  a  letter,  which  they  presented  to 
him,  recommending  that  he  be  granted  credit  for  any  amount  he  might  require. 
A  greater  tribute  could  hardly  be  paid  to  the  honor  and  integrity  of  any  man  than 
this  paper  which  bears  the  date  of  December  29,  1886,  and  is  one  of  the  valued 
possessions  of  Mr.  Henry.  Three  years  later  he  disposed  of  his  interests  at  Oska¬ 
loosa  and  removed  to  Des  Moines,  where  he  purchased  the  interest  of  Joseph 
L.  Carmen  of  the  Carmen  &  Schmitt  Manufacturing  Company,  which  thereafter 
was  operated  under  the  firm  name  of  Schmitt  &  Henry.  This  is  one  of  the  largest 
furniture  manufacturing  companies  in  the  state  and  does  business  in  all  parts  of 
the  United  States.  They  employ  a  large  number  of  skilled  workmen,  besides 
which  they  keep  an  extensive  office  force.  Ever  since  entering  the  company  Mr. 
Henry  has  acted  as  secretary  and  treasurer,  and  thus  upon  him  devolves  the 
greater  share  of  the  work  connected  with  the  sales  department.  The  same  char¬ 
acteristics  displayed  by  the  youth  and  young  man  are  readily  recognized  in  this 
man  of  extensive  interests,  whose  honorable  dealings  and  high  regard  for  his 
moral  obligations  has  awarded  him  that  priceless  asset — the  absolute  trust  and 
confidence  of  all  with  whom  he  has  ever  had  dealings. 

In  Iowa  City,  on  the  19th  of  May,  1881,  Mr.  Henry  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Miss  Anna  L.  Gaynor,  a  native  of  Fayette,  Iowa.  Airs.  Henry’s  parents,  who 
were  among  the  pioneer  settlers  of  Fayette,  are  both  deceased.  One  child  has 
been  born  of  this  union,  Norman  C.,  whose  birth  occurred  on  the  30th  of  April, 
1895.  The  family  are  communicants  of  the  Episcopal  church,  while  fraternally 
Air.  Henry  is  identified  with  the  Alasonic  order,  in  which  he  has  attained  high 
rank,  having  passed  the  thirty-second  degree  of  the  Scottish  rite,  and  the  Alod- 
ern  Woodmen  of  America,  his  local  affiliation  with  the  latter  being  through  Grant 
Camp,  No.  108.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Commercial  Club. 

His  political  support  Mr.  Henry  accords  to  the  republican  candidates,  his  views 
coinciding  with  the  principles  of  the  progressive  faction  of  that  body.  Largely 
contrary  to  the  ideas  generally  prevalent  today  Mr.  Henry  maintains  that  suc¬ 
cess  in  business  can  only  be  attained  through  strict  adherence  to  the  highest  prin¬ 
ciples  of  integrity  and  absolute  regard  for  the  rights  of  others,  and  stronger  proof 
of  the  efficacy  of  such  methods  could  hardly  be  given  than  his  honorable  and  pros¬ 
perous  career. 


ELY  SIMONDS  HUNN. 

Ely  Simonds  Hunn  has  been  closely  identified  with  the  growth  and  prosperity 
of  the  city  of  Des  Aloines,  Iowa.  He  was  born  in  Batavia,  New  York,  August 
15,  1856.  His  ancestors  settled  in  America  early,  being  of  English  stock,  and 
he  is  a  direct  descendant  in  the  ninth  generation  of  Elder  Brewster,  who  came 
to  America  on  the  Alayflower.  His  father,  Hiram  Selden  Hunn,  was  a  native 
of  the  Empire  state  and  came  to  Iowa,  October  1,  1874,  settling  near  Perry,  in 
Boone  county,  where  he  followed  agricultural  pursuits  for  thirteen  years.  On 
October  1,  1887,  he  removed  to  the  city  of  Des  Aloines,  retired  from  active 
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business  and  spent  his  remaining  days  in  the  enjoyment  of  well  earned  rest. 
He  was  a  man  of  high  ideals,  unblemished  character,  honest  and  prompt  in  all 
business  transactions,  possessed  of  a  strong  sympathy  for  his  lellowmen,  in 
whom  he  had  a  deep  interest.  He  died  at  his  home  in  Des  Moines,  March  i, 
1905,  at  the  age  of  seventy-eight  years,  and  was  survived  by  his  wife,  who  died 
January  7,  1910.  Her  maiden  name  was  Patience  E.  Simonds  and  she  was 
born  in’  Batavia,  New  York.  She  was  a  woman  of  liberal  culture,  widely  read 
and  deeply  interested  and  active  in  all  educational  and  religious  work. 

Ely  Simonds  Hunn  was  born  and  reared  on  the  home  farm  in  New  \  ork 
and  was  educated  in  the  Genesee  and  Wyoming  Seminary.  On  coming  to  Des 
Moines  he  engaged  in  the  general  real-estate  business,  first  investing  in  city 
property  and  later  in  Iowa  farm  lands,  believing  in  the  great  resources  of  Iowa, 
and  that  it  has  a  splendid  future  and  doing  all  in  his  power  to  advance  and  pro¬ 
mote  its  interests  along  the  lines  of  substantial  development  and  improvement. 

In  1882  Mr.  Hunn  was  united  in  marriage  to  Louie  Bonine,  a  native  of  Boone 
county,  Iowa,  and  a  representative  of  one  of  the  old  pioneer  families.  They 
have  one  daughter,  Florence  Ely  Hunn,  who  has  given  much  time  to  the  study 
of  the  languages  and  art  in  Munich,  Germany,  and  was  graduated  from  the 
University  of  Chicago. 

In  politics  Mr.  Hunn  is  a  republican,  active  in  advancing  political  conditions 
but  without  seeking  personal  political  preferment.  Lie  is  also  a  strong  advo¬ 
cate  of  higher  education  and  moral  reform,  devoting  time  and  money  to  that 
end.  He  has  been  a  life-long  member  of  the  Baptist  church  but  is  interested  in 
all  religious,  educational  and  moral  activities. 


CONRAD  YOUNGERMAN. 

Conrad  Youngerman  was  one  who  found  that  business  advancement  and 
high  principles  of  honor  were  not  incompatible  elements.  He  came  to  Des 
Moines  at  an  early  period  in  the  development  of  the  city  and  was  closely  asso¬ 
ciated  with  its  growth  and  progress  throughout  the  ensuing  years  to  the  time  of 
his  death.  In  all  that  extended  period  his  course  was  ever  open  and  above  board, 
winning  for  him  the  confidence  and  good  will  of  his  fellowmen  and  constituting 
an  example  that  others  may  well  follow.  He  never  made  engagements  that  he 
did  not  keep  nor  incur  obligations  that  he  did  not  meet,  and  his  word  was  as  good 
as  any  bond  ever  solemnized  by  signature  or  seal. 

A  native  of  Germany,  Mr.  Youngerman  was  born  December  15,  1833,  and 
came  to  America  in  early  life,  settling  in  Lorain  county,  Ohio,  where  he  followed 
the  stone-cutter’s  trade,  which  he  had  previously  learned  in  the  fatherland.  In 
1 8^6  he  removed  to  Des  Moines.  His  cash  capital  was  limited,  but  he  possessed 
what  were  even  more  substantial  elements  in  success — energy,  determination  and 
definite  aim.  The  country  was  then  experiencing  a  period  of  “hard  times,”  and 
building  operations  were  largely  suspended  so  that  it  was  impossible  for  him  to 
get  work  at  the  mason’s  trade.  He  scorned  no  honest  employment,  however,  and 
did  whatever  he  could  get  to  do.  His  first  work  was  in  laying  brick  and  stone 
in  connection  with  the  erection  of  the  first  building  in  Des  Moines  to  be  ex¬ 
clusively  used  as  a  store.  It  was  erected  by  H.  M.  Hippe,  at  the  corner  of  Court 
avenue  and  Second  street.  His  financial  condition  improved,  Mr.  Youngerman 
made  advancement  in  business  circles  and  began  contracting.  Whether  his  con¬ 
tracts  were  made  verbally  or  in  writing  it  was  all  the  same,  for  his  word  was  as 
good  as  the  bond  of  the  best  fidelity  surety  company.  His  energy,  industry  and 
honesty  soon  brought  him  to  the  front  as  the  leading  builder  of  the  city  and  evi¬ 
dences  of  his  skill  and  handiwork  can  be  seen  on  nearly  all  of  the  leading  thor¬ 
oughfares  of  Des  Moines  in  its  fine  business  blocks,  its  churches,  hospitals,  schools, 


470 


CITY  OF  DES  MOINES  AND  POLK  COUNTY 


residences,  and  public  buildings.  He  became  recognized  as  one  of  the  foremost 
contractors  of  central  Iowa  and  to  him  was  accorded  an  extensive  and  gratifying 
patronage.  He  enjoyed  at  all  times  the  full  confidence  and  respect  of  the  general 
public  as  well  as  his  colleagues  and  contemporaries,  owing  to  the  fact  that  his 
integrity  in  business  affairs  was  above  question  while  his  work  was  an  exposition 
of  all  that  is  highest  and  best  in  architecture. 

As  a  citizen,  too,  Mr.  Youngerman  stood  among  the  foremost  in  aid  of  all 
progressive  public  measures.  He  ever  recognized  the  duties  and  obligations  as 
well  as  the  privileges  of  citizenship  and  sought  at  all  times  to  further  the  up¬ 
building  and  promote  the  intellectual,  political,  social  and  moral  welfare.  He 
was  no  politician  nor  office  seeker  but,  recognizing  his  business  qualifications  and 
large  property  interests,  public  sentiment  pressed  him  into  service  as  a  member 
of  the  city  council  at  a  time  when  extensive  improvements  were  being  estab¬ 
lished,  especially  in  the  development  of  sewer,  paving  and  lighting  systems.  He 
was  an  important  factor  in  directing  plans  for  public  improvement.  It  is  said : 
“He  stood  like  rock  against  speculations,  schemes  and  grabs,  and  demanded  that 
all  municipal  affairs  be  conducted  on  strictly  business  principles.'’  There  was 
no  vacillation  about  him.  He  was  a  man  of  few  words  but  each  word  counted. 
He  was  independent  in  thought  and  action  and  never  employed  a  useless  compli¬ 
ment  or  flattery,  yet  his  friends — and  they  were  many — found  him  genial  and 
social  and  his  many  admirable  qualities  made  him  popular.  In  the  course  of 
an  active  life  he  not  only  won  a  goodly  fortune  for  himself  but  generously  con¬ 
tributed  to  the  upbuilding  and  betterment  of  the  city.  As  time  passed  on  and 
he  saw  opportunity  for  judicious  investment  he  became  the  owner  of  considerable 
valuable  property  and  there  stand  as  monuments  to  his  business  ability,  his  skill 
in  the  line  of  his  trade  and  his  spirit  of  enterprise,  two  of  the  finest  business 
blocks  of  Des  Moines,  including  the  Crocker  building,  at  the  corner  of  Locust 
and  Fifth  streets,  and  the  Youngerman  block,  ou  Fifth  and  Mulberry  streets. 
After  the  completion  of  the  Crocker  building  he  practically  retired  from  business, 
his  properties  returning  to  him  a  most  gratifying  annual  income. 

Conrad  Youngerman  was  married  to  Miss  Miene  Stark,  who  was  born  in 
Germany,  July  27,  1836,  and  died  April  26,  1905.  For  about  four  years  she  had 
survived  her  husband,  who  passed  away  on  the  10th  of  September,  1901.  In 
his  death  Des  Moines  lost  one  whom  it  had  long  since  come  to  regard  with 
honor  and  respect.  He  stood  as  a  high  type  of  American  manhood  and  citizen¬ 
ship,  a  believer  in  individual  worth  and  a  supporter  of  all  those  practical  interests 
and  movements  which  tend  to  uplift  the  individual  and  the  community  at  large. 
His  record  stands  in  incontrovertible  proof  of  the  fact  that  prosperity  and  an 
honored  name  may  be  won  simultaneously. 

In  the  family  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Conrad  Youngerman  were  seven  children,  five 
of  whom  are  yet  living:  George  H.,  who  is  engaged  in  the  general  contracting 
business  in  Des  Moines ;  Carl  F.,  who  is  acting  as  superintendent  for  his  brother 
George;  August,  a  jeweler  of  Davenport,  Iowa;  Frank  and  Minnie,  the  wife  of 
Frank  P.  Mattes,  manager  for  the  Des  Moines  Brewing  Company. 


REV.  ROBERT  B.  H.  BELL. 

One  of  the  most  formidable  and  persistent  agitators  in  the  moral  reform 
which  has  called  universal  attention  to  Des  Moines  during  the  past  two  years 
is  the  Rev.  Robert  B.  H.  Bell,  the  present  rector  of  St.  Paul’s  Episcopal  church. 
A  native  of  Canada,  his  birth  occurred  in  Ontario  on  the  2d  of  April,  1872, 
his  parents  being  William  and  Margaret  (Hare)  Bell,  the  father  of  English 
and  the  mother  of  Irish  extraction.  The  father,  who  is  a  lumberman,  mer¬ 
chant  and  farmer  in  Canada,  was  born  in  1850,  the  son  of  William  Bell,  who 


CITY  OF  DES  MOINES  AND  POLK  COUNTY 


471 


migrated  from  England  in  1840,  engaging  in  the  lumber  and  transportation 
business  in  Bytown,  now  Ottawa. 


Being  reared  in  the  paternal  home  Robert  B.  H.  Bell  acquired  his  preliminary 
education  in  the  common  schools.  After  completing  the  course  of  the  high 
school  at  Ottawa,  however,  he  entered  Trinity  University,  at  Toronto,  from 
which  he  received  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts  with  the  class  of  1895.  Fol¬ 
lowing  this  he  entered  the  divinity  school,  being  awarded  his  degree  three  years 
later,  while  he  won  his  M.  A.  in  1900.  In  1898,  following  his  graduation,  he 
was  ordained  by  Bishop  Swetman,  now  deceased,  and  continued  in  the  service 
of  the  Church  of  England  four  years  thereafter.  At  the  expiration  of  that 
time  he  became  curate  of  St.  Mark’s  at  Seattle,  Washington,  under  the  Rev. 
J.  P.  D.  Lluyd,  but  at  the  end  of  a  year  received  the  appointment  as  rector  of 
the  Church  of  the  Good  Shepherd  at  Omaha,  Nebraska.  He  found  a  rather 
discouraging  state  of  affairs  upon  his  arrival  there,  as  the  parish  was  badly  run 
down  and  in  debt,  while  the  church  was  much  in  need  of  repair  and  the  at¬ 
tendance  irregular  and  lacking  in  enthusiasm.  During  the  six  and  one-half 
years  of  his  pastorate,  however,  he  wrought  a  marvelous  change  in  condi¬ 
tions.  A  new  organ  was  installed,  the  parish  debt  cleared,  and  the  buildings 
put  into  good  condition,  and  all  was  attributable  to  the  new  spirit  he  had  in¬ 
fused  which  had  doubled  the  number  of  communicants. 


In  1908  he  was  assigned  to  St.  Paul  s,  but  before  leaving  Omaha  was  made 
a  canon  of  Trinity  Cathedral.  He  found  in  Des  Moines  conditions  similar  to 
those  in  Omaha,  but  m  a  much  less  degree.  However,  everything  is  now  run 
on  a  thoroughly  systematic  plan  and  the  various  departments  of  the  church  and 
parish  work  are  in  excellent  condition.  Although  Mr.  Bell  is  a  man  of  in¬ 
tellectual  and  scholarly  instincts,  he  is  not  a  recluse  and  devotes  a  great  deal 

u  tlirj\anu  attent^on  to  the  social  .side  of  his  work,  believing  that  the  church 
s  ould  be  the  secular  as  well  as  religious  center  of  the  parish.  He  has  organ- 
ized  a  club  among  the  boys  and  youths,  and  also  the  men  who  affiliate  with  the 
church  They  are  both  popular  organizations  and  are  fulfilling  the  purposes 
which  he  intended  they  should  fill. 

Despite  the  heavy  and  exacting  duties  of  his  charge,  Mr.  Bell  finds  time  to 
devote  much  thought  and  attention  to  those  unfortunate  men  and  women  of 
the  underworld  The  commiserating,  kindly  spirit  of  this  man  prompts  him 
k°  rJfac]?  ou}  a  helping  hand  to  every  fellow  being  in  recognition  of  the  divine 
brotherhood.  He  is  now  responsible  to  the  authorities  for  twelve  men  and 
women  and  several  boys  and  girls,  all  of  whom  are  valiantly  and  successfullv 
s  rugg  mg  toward  victory.  His  all  abiding  faith  in  their  possession  of  that 
divine  spark  which  will  enable  them  to  win  the  goal  is  the  source  of  the  in¬ 
spiration  that  gives  them  the  much-needed  confidence  in  their  own  power  to  win. 

e  always  keeps  m  dose  touch  with  both  the  juvenile  and  criminal  court,  being 
ever  ready  to  administer  to  the  morally  sick,  which  oftentimes  need  be  no 
more  than  a  pleasant  smile  or.  kindly  word  indicative  of  human  sympathy  or 
understanding-.  During  the  period  of  his  residence  in  Iowa  he  has  framed  a  bill, 

nVrnU  7^1  ad?ptJ:d  by  the  legislature  in  1909,  giving  power  to  the  board  of 
P  a  0ffenders-  fpls  right  has  never  been  exercised  by  the 

board,  another  bill  has  been  recently  passed  upon  making  it  possible  for  the 

judge  to  parole  after  passing  sentence.  It  was  Mr.  Bell  who  caused  the  inves- 

rXnffh  h  be  made  at  the  Mitchellville  Industrial  School  for  Girls,  and  as  a 
resu  he  has  been  much  vilified  for  his  officiousness.  His  ever  ready  sympathy 

him  ZTuV  1wh°  must  ever  Pay  for  the  man’s  sin  has  caused 

sunnnrr  ?£•  t V  leg^ Uture  another  bill  designed  to  compel  fathers  to 

support  their  illegitimate  children. 

I9°KMr;  A"  TaS,  Unitec!  in  marriage  to  Miss  Helen  Peck,  a  daughter 
of  Edward  Porter  Peck,  the  president  of  the  Pevee  Elevator  Company  of  Omaha 
and  unto  them  two  children  have  been  born :  Barbara  and  Elizabeth  Mrs  Bell 
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has  been  of  inestimable  assistance  to  her  husband  in  church  work,  as  she  is  a  musi¬ 
cian  and  singer  of  more  than  average  ability  and  always  graciously  gives  her 
services  wherever  needed.  She  also  teaches  in  the  Sunday  school  and  holds 
membership  in  the  Fortnightly  Club,  a  musical  and  social  organization  of  Des 
Moines. 

During  the  period  of  his  residence  in  Des  Moines  Mr.  Bell  has  shown  him¬ 
self  to  be  a  public-spirited,  progressive  and  helpful  citizen,  charitable  and  lenient 
in  his  judgment  of  offenders,  but  inexorable  in  his  condemnation  of  sin.  A 
close  and  careful  student  of  social  conditions  he  is  a  strong  advocate  of  moral 
reform,  directing  much  of  his  energy  in  rescue  work,  at  the  same  time  con¬ 
centrating  considerable  attention  upon  the  development  of  conditions  which  will 
make  such  work  less  necessary. 


B.  S.  BLAKE. 

Ever  since  locating  in  Des  Moines,  in  1895,  B.  S.  Blake  has  been  engaged 
in  the  practice  of  law.  He  is  a  native  of  Iowa,  having  been  born  in  Palmyra. 
Warren  county,  Iowa,  on  the  20th  of  August,  1872,  his  parents  being  Dr.  James 
D.  and  Hannah  L.  Blake.  Dr.  Blake  was  born  and  reared  in  Noble  county. 
Ohio,  and  after  the  completion  of  his  collegiate  course  at  Marietta,  Ohio,  he 
matriculated  at  the  Starling  Medical  College  at  Columbus.  After  finishing  his 
professional  studies  he  engaged  in  practice  in  Ohio  for  several  years,  removing 
from  there  to  Palmyra  in  1870,  where  he  has  ever  since  resided,  continuing  to 
be  successfully  identified  with  the  medical  fraternity  of  Warren  county. 

B.  S.  Blake  was  reared  in  his  native  town,  in  the  public  schools  of  which  he 
obtained  his  education.  Having  early  decided  to  adopt  the  legal  profession  for 
his  life  vocation  he  came  to  Des  Moines  and  entered  the  law  department  of 
Drake  University,  being  awarded  his  degree  with  the  class  of  1895.  He 
then  established  an  office  in  this  city,  which  he  continues  to  maintain  and 
has  succeeded  in  building  up  a  very  nice  practice.  Being  of  studious 
habits  Mr.  Blake  has  ever  devoted  the  greater  part  of  his  leisure  to  reading,  and 
although  not  a  college  bred  man  has  acquired  a  broad  and  comprehensive  knowl¬ 
edge  of  historical  and  scientific  subjects.  He  has  always  showed  a  preference 
for  the  entertainment  provided  by  good  books  to  that  afforded  by  society,  and 
as  a  result  has  not  very  extensively  identified  himself  with  either  social  or  fra¬ 
ternal  organizations.  His  political  support  Mr.  Blake  always  accords  the  can¬ 
didates  of  the  republican  party,  his  views  coinciding  with  the  progressive  faction 
of  that  body.  He  does  not  participate  prominently  in  civic  activities,  never 
having  aspired  to  public  honors  or  the  emoluments  of  office,  although  he  meets 
the  requirements  of  good  citizenship  by  casting  his  ballot  at  all  elections.  Mr. 
Blake  is  unmarried  and  devotes  his  entire  time  and  energy  to  his  profession  and 
his  favorite  recreation,  literary  pursuits. 


E.  L.  BLAKE. 

In  1888  E.  L.  Blake,  who  is  the  senior  partner  of  the  law  firm  of  Blake  & 
Blake,  first  became  identified  with  the  legal  fraternity  of  Des  Moines.  A  native 
of  Ohio,  he  was  born  in  Lowell,  Washington  county,  on  the  23d  of  Jtily,  1864. 
being  a  son  of  Dr.  James  D.  and  Hannah  L.  Blake.  The  father  is  a  well 
known  and  successful  physician  of  Palmyra,  Warren  county,  Iowa,  where  be 
has  resided  since  1870,  at  which  time  he  migrated  from  Ohio.  Dr.  Blake  is 
also  a  native  of  the  Buckeye  state,  his  birth  having  occurred  in  Noble  county. 
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where  he  was  also  reared  and  acquired  his  preliminary  education.  After  the 
completion  of  a  primary  education  in  the  common  schools  he  pursued  an  academic 
course  at  Marietta,  Ohio,  from  which  college  he  obtained  the  degree  of  B.  A 
He  subsequently  entered  the  Starling  Medical  College  at  Columbus  and  aftei 
receiving  his  degree  practiced  for  a  time  in  Washington  county,  that  state,  and 
then  removed  to  Iowa,  where  he  has  ever  since  continued  to  live. 

E.  L.  Blake  was  a  lad  of  six  years  when  his  people  settled  at  Palmyra,  Iowa. 
He  attended  the  law  school  of  tlie  State  University  at  Iowa  City,  receiving  the 
degree  of  LL.  B.  with  the  class  of  1886.  He  first  engaged  in  practice  in  Indianola. 
remaining  there  until  1888  when  he  removed  to  Des  Moines,  where  in  18Q5  lie 
was  joined  by  his  younger  brother,  Byron  S.  Blake,  since  which  time  they  have 
worked  under  the  firm  name  of  Blake  &  Blake. 

On  the  15th  of  June,  1895,  Mr.  Blake  was  married  to  Miss  Nan  M.  Craig,  of 
Warren  county,  and  unto  them  has  been  born  one  child,  Anna  Bell,  whose  birth 
occurred  in  Des  Moines  on  the  21st  of  February,  1898,  and  who  is  at  present 
a  student  of  the  Grant  School.  The  family  affiliate  with  the  Presbyterian  church, 
in  the  work  of  which  Mr.  Blake  takes  an  active  and  helpful  interest,  now  serving 
as  one  of  the  trustees.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  the 
Commercial  Club,  while  his  political  support  is  given  to  the  republican  party. 


J.  BROWN  REEVE. 

As  a  result  of  intelligent  and  highly  directed  effort  J.  Brown  Reeve,  for  ten 
) ears  past  in  the  real-estate  business  in  Des  Moines,  has  acquired  a  position  as 
one  of  the  successful  and  progressive  men  of  the  city.  He  is  a  self-made  man, 
his  prosperity  being  the  result  of  his  own  labors.  *  He  was  born  in  Franklin 
county,  Iowa,  September  15,  1859,  a  son  of  Colonel  Arthur  T.,  and  Lavinia 
(Soper)  Reeve,  the  latter  of  whom  was  born  in  St.  Lawrence  county,  New  York. 
September  18,  1839. 

Colonel  Reeve  was  a  native  of  Ashtabula  county,  Ohio.  He  was  born  Decem¬ 
ber  29,  1834,  and  was  reared  as  a  farmer,  later  becoming  a  lawyer  and  a  dis- 
tinguished  soldier.  He  came  to  Iowa  in  1854*  and  in  the  early  stages  of  the 
Civil  war  enlisted  September  6,  1861,  in  Captain  John  Brown,  Jr’s.,  company  of 
the  Seventh  Kansas  Cavalry.  Later  he  was  transferred  as  captain  of  Company 
D,  Fifty-fifth  United  States  Colored  Infantry,  and  during  the  battle  of  Gun- 
town,  Mississippi,  when  the  regiment  was  almost  annihilated  and  the  commanding 
officer,  Major  Lowe,  after  about  twenty  minutes  of  fighting,  was  wounded. 
Captain  Reeve  was  in  charge  during  the  remainder  of  the  battle  and  the  retreat' 
He  was  promoted  to  major,  and  later  to  colonel  of  the  Eighty-eighth  United 
States  Colored  Regiment,  which  he  helped  to  organize,  and  after  the  war  was 
made  first  chief  of  the  Freedmen’s  Bureau,  with  headquarters  at  Memphis,  Ten¬ 
nessee.  He  served  for  many  years  as  a  member  of  the  board  of  regents  of  the 
Iowa  State  University,  and  was  greatly  respected  as  one  of  the  most  prominent 
men  in  the  state.  At  the  time  of  his  death,  October  26,  1889.  he  was  chief  of 
the  seed  division  of  the  United  States  Agricultural  Department  at  Washington. 
His  brother,  Janies  Reeve,  was  the  first  settler  of  Franklin  county,  Iowa,  locating 
there  in  1852.  Luther  Reeve,  an  early  ancestor,  fought  in  the  Revolutionary  war 
in  the  Connecticut  regiment.  The  original  progenitor  of  the  family  came  to  this 
country  in  1646,  and  located  on  Long  Island.  Representatives  of  the  family 
are  now  to  be  found  in  almost  every  state  of  the  Union. 

There  were  seven  children  in  the  family  of  Colonel  and  Airs.  Reeve,  namely : 
J.  Brown,  the  subject  of  this  review  ;  Theron,  who  died  at  the  age  of  five  years  ; 
Effie  A.,  now  the  wife  of  E.  A.  Alallory,  of  Hampton.  Iowa;  Etta  G.,  wife  of 
Rev.  William  D.  King,  of  Aurora,  Nebraska  ;  Delos  M.,  who  is  married  and  is 
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a  practicing  physician  at  Bristol,  Iowa ;  Lulu  M.  and  Lena  A.,  twins,  the  former 
wife  of  William  D.  Hoover,  president  of  the  National  Trust  &  Savings  Bank 
of  Washington,  D.  C.  She  is  now  serving  her  second  term  as  treasurer  general 
of  the  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution.  Lena  A.,  became  the  wife  of  A. 
W.  Shunk,  chief  of  division  of  adjutant  general's  office  of  Washington,  D.  C., 
and  she  died  November  26,  1910. 

J.  Brown  Reeve  received  his  early  education  in  the  public  schools  of  Hamp¬ 
ton,  Iowa,  later  attending  the  Hampton  high  school.  He  began  his  active  career 
as  a  dealer  in  stock  and  continued  in  that  business  for  ten  years,  then  taking 
the  road  as  traveling  salesman  for  fifteen  years.  After  giving  up  this 

position  he  entered  the  real-estate  business  at  Omaha,  and  in  December,  1901, 

removed  to  Des  Moines,  where  he  has  since  lived.  He  handles  city  property 
upon  an  extensive  scale  and  also  deals  largely  in  Iowa  lands  with  which,  from 
long  acquaintance,  he  is  thoroughly  familiar.  He  has  exercised  good  judgment 
and,  as  his  energy  has  never  flagged,  he  has  built  up  a  large  and  growing  bus¬ 
iness  and  one  that  yields  a  handsome  revenue. 

On  the  1 2th  day  of  June,  1888,  Mr.  Reeve  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Eliza  McGonigle,  born  in  Linn  county,  Iowa,  Lebruary  17,  1870,  daughter  of 
William  and  Honora  (Burns)  McGonigle  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Ire¬ 
land.  Mr.  McGonigle  became  a  well  known  farmer  of  Linn  county.  Three 

children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Reeve,  namely:  Leona,  who  was  born 

November  27,  1893,  and  is  now  a  student  in  the  junior  class  of  the  North 
high  school ;  Geraldine,  born  March  29,  1899,  and  who  is  attending  the  Henry 
Sabin  school;  and  Arthur  T.,  born  February  20,  1905. 

Mr.  Reeve  gives  his  support  to  the  republican  party,  and  fraternally  is 
identified  with  the  Modern  Brotherhood  of  America  and  the  Iowa  State  Trav¬ 
eling  Men’s  Association.  Coming  of  a  noted  family  he  has  loyally  performed 
his  part  in  sustaining  its  reputation  unimpaired.  By  his  pleasing  address  and 
interest  in  others  he  has  gained  many  friends,  who  are  bound  to  him  by  ties  of 
mutual  sympathy.  His  success  in  business  may  be  ascribed  to  the  thorough  prep¬ 
aration  he  made  by  years  of  association  with  business  men  and  natural  adapt¬ 
ability  to  a  calling  which  requires  keen  judgment  and  sound  discrimination. 
He  is  clearly  entitled  to  the  place  which  he  occupies  as  an  esteemed  and  highly 
respected  member  of  the  community. 


ALFRED  HAMMER. 

Prominent  among  the  energetic,  enterprising  and  progressive  citizens  of  Des 
Moines  stands  Alfred  Hammer,  and  his  position  is  due  to  the  fact  that  he  has 
ever  seemed  cognizant  of  the  truth  that  the  present  and  not  the  future  holds  the 
opportunity.  To  this  end  he  has  made  use  of  every  passing  moment  and  seemed 
to  have  accomplished  at  any  one  point  in  his  career  the  possibility  for  successful 
accomplishment  at  that  point.  There  have  been  no  unusual  incidents  or  esoteric 
phases  in  his  career  but  a  steady  progression  toward  the  goal,  and  it  has  been  the 
logical  sequence  of  his  labors  that  has  brought  him  to  his  present  position  at 
the  head  of  one  of  the  leading  drug  establishments  of  the  city  and  the  president 
of  the  Valley  Savings  Bank. 

He  was  born  in  Germany  in  February,  1848,  and  represents  one  of  the  old 
and  prominent  families  of  that  country  to  whom  kingly  authority  accorded  a 
coat  of  arms.  The  device  includes  a  figure  of  a  man,  his  upraised  right  arm 
bearing  aloft  a  hammer — an  indication  of  strength.  Gustavus  Hammer,  the 
father,  was  born  in  Germany,  December  9,  1818,  and  for  some  time  followed 
merchandising.  Later  he  served  as  an  officer  in  the  German  army  and  in  the 
year  1848  he  sailed  for  the  United  States  with  Winconsin  as  his  destination. 


ALFRED  HAMMER 
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In  that  state  he  followed  merchandising  and  manufacturing.  He  arrived  in 
Wisconsin  when  the  country  was  largely  covered  with  a  dense  forest.  The 
trees  were  cut  down  by  the  early  settlers  and  the  stumps  burned.  Mr.  Hammer 
then  purchased  the  ashes  which  the  farmers  hauled  to  him  by  wagon  loads  and 
which  he  converted  into  potash  and  from  that  product  manufactured  saleratus. 
This  he  hauled  from  Mayville,  Dodge  county,  to  Milwaukee,  a  distance  of  fifty 
miles.  Ofttimes  the  Indians  would  attack  the  wagons  and  steal  the  horses, 
leaving  the  driver  stranded.  Mr.  Hammer  prospered  in  his  business  under¬ 
taking,  however,  until  after  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  war,  when  he  responded 
to  President  Lincoln’s  first  call  for  seventy-five  thousand  volunteers,  and  at 
Mayville  raised  Company  E,  which  in  a  few  days  became  a  part  of  the  Third 
Wisconsin  Infantry  and  later  was  attached  to  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  Mr. 
Hammer  being  in  command  of  the  company.  He  participated  in  all  of  the 
battles  of  that  army  until  Winchester,  where,  in  June,  1862,  he  was  captured. 
He  was  first  sent  to  Libby  Prison  and  afterward  to  the  officers  prison  at  Salis¬ 
bury,  North  Carolina,  from  which  he  was  exchanged  for  a  southern  captain  who 
had  been  captured  by  the  Union  troops.  Captain  Hammer  had  been  held  a 
prisoner  for  nearly  a  year  and  while  incarcerated  at  Stanton,  Virginia,  General 
Jackson  gave  him  a  permit  to  pass  from  Stanton  to  Harrisburg  at  his  pleasure. 
This  was  an  unusual  privilege  but  Jackson  recognized  in  Captain  Hammer  a  man 
of  honor,  feeling  that  he  could  trust  him  perfectly.  After  being  released  from 
prison  the  latter  returned  home.  Prior  to  the  war  he  had  filled  the  office  of  United 
States  marshal  and  both  before  and  after  the  war  he  served  as  justice  of  the 
peace  at  Mayville.  Subsequently  he  removed  to  Beaver  Dam,  where  he  en¬ 
gaged  in  the  practice  of  law  for  some  time  and  later  was  again  chosen  justice  of 
the  peace,  filling  the  office  from  1866  until  his  death  in  September,  1885.  His 
tombstone  bears  the  record  that  he  was  captain  of  Company  E,  Third  Wisconsin 
Infantry.  He  was  always  a  lover  of  music  and  possessed  considerable  talent  in 
that  line.  His  wife,  who  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Henrietta  Juliana  Werner, 
was  born  in  Germany,  April  8,  1811,  and  passed  away  May  26,  1891.  In  their 
family  were  three  children,  of  whom  the  daughter,  Antonia,  died  in  1861  at  the 
age  of  sixteen  years.  The  younger  son,  Alvin  G.  Hammer,  is  engaged  in  the 
drug  business  in  East  Des  Moines. 

The  elder  son,  Alfred  Hammer,  was  brought  to  America  during  his  infancy 
and  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  Mayville,  Wisconsin,  until  1866,  when 
he  took  up  the  study  of  chemistry  at  Milwaukee  under  Gustavus  Bode,  state 
chemist.  In  1870  he  came  to  Iowa,  settling  in  Council  Bluffs,  where  he  estab¬ 
lished  a  chemical  laboratory  and  began  the  manufacture  of  photographer’s 
chemicals  and  also  the  reduction  of  gold  and  silver  in  conjunction  with  the  con¬ 
duct  of  a  drug  store.  In  1872  he  disposed  of  his  business  there  to  his  partner 
and  came  to  Des  Moines,  where  he  accepted  a  position  with  Dr.  William  Baker, 
then  the  oldest  druggist  in  Des  Moines,  with  whom  he  continued  for  two  years. 
In  1874  he  established  a  business  of  his  own  at  the  southeast  corner  of  Court 
avenue  and  Second  street,  in  a  building  vacated  by  George  M.  Hippee  &  Company, 
druggists.  In  1881  he  removed  to  No.  302  Walnut  street,  where  he  remained 
until  1901,  when  he  purchased  the  building  of  Carter  &  Hussey  and  remodeled  it 
into  a  modern  drug  store.  He  has  a  splendidly  equipped  establishment  at  this 
point  and  enjoys  a  very  extensive  trade  by  reason  of  his  honorable  methods, 
fair  prices  and  earnest  effort  to  please  his  patrons.  This  by  no  means  limits 
the  extent  of  his  business,  however,  for  he  is  president  of  the  Valley  Savings 
Bank,  a  director  of  the  A  alley  National  Bank  and  a  director  of  the  Valley  In¬ 
vestment  Company. 

On  the  15th  of  September,  1875,  Mr.  Hammer  was  married  to  Mrs.  Mary 

E.  (Frantz)  Childs,  a  daughter  of  Levi  and  Caroline  (Miller)  Frantz.  By  her 

former  marriage  she  had  two  children,  Edward  and  Clifford.  Unto  Mr.  and 

Alls.  Hammer  was  born  a  son,  Werner  Wallace,  whose  natal  day  was  Decembei 
Vol.  n—  24  J 
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12,  1876,  and  who  died  December  20,  1881.  The  Hammer  home  is  a  hospitable 
one,  its  good  cheer  being  greatly  enjoyed  by  their  many  friends. 

In  politics  Mr.  Hammer  is  a  democrat  and  keeps  well  informed  on  the  ques¬ 
tions  and  issues  of  the  day  but  has  never  been  an  aspirant  for  office.  He  be¬ 
longs  to  Capital  City  Lodge,  No.  no,  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  is  also  a  Royal  Arch  and 
Knight  Templar  Mason.  There  is  an  interesting  military  chapter  in  his  life 
record.  Aroused  by  the  spirit  of  patriotism  and  emulating  his  father’s  example, 
he  joined  the  army  at  the  age  of  seventeen  years  and  was  assistant  hospital 
steward  of  the  Fiftieth  Wisconsin  Regiment.  His  previous  two  years’  expe¬ 
rience  in  the  drug  business  made  him  very  useful  in  the  hospital  work.  His 
regiment  was  sent  to  Missouri  to  check  the  guerrilla  warfare  following  the  close 
of  hostilities  between  the  north  and  south  and  from  that  point  was  sent  to  Da¬ 
kota  against  the  Indians  and  saw  some  severe  service  on  the  plains.  They 
marched  from  Fort  Sulley,  a  distance  of  three  hundred  and  fifty  miles  through 
the  hostile  country,  to  Fort  Rice  on  the  Missouri  river.  There  the  regiment 
rebuilt  the  fort  which  had  been  begun  by  the  Thirtieth  Wisconsin  to  protect  the 
frontier.  That  winter  they  were  surrounded  by  fifteen  thousand  Sioux  Indians 
but  kept  peace  with  them  by  issuing  flour  and  other  rations.  Fort  Rice  being 
the  largest  commissary  station  for  western  troops.  John  C.  Spooner,  now  con¬ 
gressman  from  Wisconsin,  was  captain  of  Company  A  of  this  regiment.  The 
troops  remained  at  Fort  Rice  until  the  return  by  steamer  to  Madison,  Wiscon¬ 
sin,  June  22,  1866,  and  were  there  mustered  out.  Mr.  Hammer  has  always 
manifested  a  public-spirited  devotion  to  his  country  and  has  maintained  a  help¬ 
ful  attitude  toward  municipal  interests  and  his  cooperation  can  be  counted  upon 
at  all  times  to  aid  in  matters  of  public  progress.  His  business  career  has  been  a 
successful  one  owing  to  his  close  application,  his  unfaltering  energy  and  his 
initiative  spirit,  and  today  he  occupies  a  prominent  position  in  the  commercial 
and  financial  circles  of  Des  Moines. 


ARTHUR  G.  BAGG. 

For  a  period  of  more  than  twenty-five  years  Arthur  G.  Bagg  has  been  iden¬ 
tified  with  the  commercial  interests  of  Des  Moines.  A  native  of  Polk  county 
his  birth  occurred  on  the  26th  of  February,  1865,  his  parents  being  William  G. 
and  Persis  (Brooks)  Bagg  of  Massachusetts.  Migrating  to  Iowa  in  1856  they 
located  upon  a  farm  which  Mr.  Bagg  had  bought  in  Adair  county,  engaging  in 
its  cultivation  until  1864,  at  which  time  he  came  to  Polk  county.  They  first 
resided  upon  an  eighty  acre  tract  in  Bloomfield  township,  which  Mr.  Bagg  ope¬ 
rated  for  seven  years,  at  the  end  of  which  period  they  removed  to  a  thirty-five 
acre  fruit  farm.  After  cultivating  this  for  several  years  he  engaged  in  the  manu¬ 
facture  of  brick,  continuing  in  this  until  he  passed  away  on  the  10th  of  January, 
1888.  During  this  period  he  speculated  in  real-estate,  buying  lots  upon  which  he 
erected  brick  residences  for  sale.  Mrs.  Bagg  survived  her  husband  several 
years,  her  demise  occurring  on  the  6th  of  June,  1892. 

After  completing  the  course  of  the  district  schools  of  Bloomfield  township 
Arthur  G.  Bagg  entered  the  West  high  school  of  Des  Moines,  remaining  a 
member  of  the  paternal  household  until  he  was  twenty-three  years  of  age.  In 
1884  he  bought  an  interest  in  the  Western  White  Bronze  Company,  of  which 
,his  father  was  one  of  the  organizers,  later  known  as  the  White  Bronze  Monu¬ 
ment  Company.  He  was  identified  with  this  firm  in  the  capacity  of  superin¬ 
tendent  for  a  period  of  twenty-three  years,  at  the  end  of  which  time  he  dis¬ 
posed  of  his  interest  in  order  to  engage  in  the  grocery  business  with  his  brothers 
Charles  P.  and  Harry  D.,  at  the  corner  of  Ninth  street  and  Park  avenue.  This 
firm  is  meeting  with  marked  success,  their  business  having  grown  very  rapidly 
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during  the  past  few  years.  They  own  their  building,  which  is  a  nice  two-story 
brick  structure,  containing  a  large  and  well  selected  stock  of  merchandise.  They 
conduct  their  business  in  accordance  with  the  most  highly  approved  principles 
governing  modern  trade  transactions,  the  result  being  a  large  and  constantly 
increasing  patronage  among  the  most  desirable  class  of  residents  in  the  community. 

On  the  25th  of  April,  1889,  Mr.  Bagg  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  May 
Boganwright,  a  daughter  of  George  and  Elizabeth  (Gilbrath)  Boganwright, 
natives  of  Ohio.  Migrating  to  Iowa  in  a  very  early  day  Mr.  Boganwright 
located  upon  a  farm  in  Polk  county,  in  the  cultivation  of  which  he  engaged  until 
1902,  when  he  retired  and  removed  to  Des  Moines,  where  he  resided  until  he 
passed  away  on  the  24th  of  February,  1906.  Mrs.  Boganwright,  who  is  eighty 
years  of  age,  makes  her  home  with  her  daughter,  Mrs.  Bagg.  One  child  has 
been  born  unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bagg,  Lela  May,  who  is  nineteen  years  of  age 
and  a  senior  in  the  high  school.  They  reside  at  the  corner  of  south  Ninth  street 
and  Pleasant  View,  where  they  own  a  very  pleasant  home.  In  matters  of  re¬ 
ligion  the  views  of  the  family  conform  to  those  of  the  Church  of  Christ,  with 
which  they  affiliate,  while  fraternally  Mr.  Bagg  is  identified  with  the  Modern 
Woodmen  of  America. 

In  politics  Mr.  Bagg  does  not  confine  himself  to  party  principles,  always 
casting  his  ballot  for  the  support  of  such  men  and  measures  as  he  feels  are 
best  adapted  to  meet  the  exigencies  of  the  situation. 


JOSEPH  E.  MEYER. 

Joseph  E.  Meyer,  who  since  1905  has  been  identified  with  the  legal  profes¬ 
sion  of  Des  Moines,  was  born  in  Elkader,  Iowa,  on  the  23d  of  July,  1883,  be¬ 
ing  a  son  of  Renke  E.  and  Emma  (Trumbold)  Meyer,  natives  of  Germany.  Mr. 
Meyer  came  to  this  country  in  the  early  sixties,  locating  in  Clayton  county, 
where  he  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  until  his  demise  on  the  5th  of  Sep¬ 
tember,  1899.  Mrs.  Meyer  is  still  living  and  continues  to  make  her  home  upon 
the  old  farm. 

The  preliminary  education  of  Joseph  E.  Meyer  was  obtained  in  the  common 
schools  of  Clayton  county,  his  course  being  completed  in  the  high  school  of 
Elkader,  from  which  he  graduated  with  the  class  of  1899.  Immediately  follow¬ 
ing  he  engaged  in  teaching  in  the  district  schools  for  two  years,  but  having  de¬ 
cided  to  adopt  the  legal  profession  for  his  life  vocation  he,  in  1901,  matriculated 
in  the  law  department  of  Drake  University,  being  awarded  his  degree  with  the 
class  of  1904.  He  subsequently  returned  to  the  home  farm,  in  the  cultivation 
of  which  he  assisted  for  one  year,  and  then  returned  to  the  capital  city.  Arriv¬ 
ing  in  Des  Moines  in  November,  1905,  he  established  an  office  and  engaged  in 
general  lavv  practice  until  September,  1907,  at  which  time  he  formed  a  partner¬ 
ship  with  George  W.  Graeser,  under  the  firm  name  of  Graeser  &  Meyer.  They 
are  recognized  as  being  among  the  leading  young  practitioners  of  the  city  and 
have  succeeded  in  building  up  a  very  nice  business,  numbering  among  their 
clients  some  of  the  leading  people  of  Des  Moines. 

Mr.  Meyer  s  religious  views  are  evidenced  through  his  membership  with  the 
Christian  church,  in  the  work  of  which  he  takes  an  earnest  and  helpful  part, 
being  a  member  of  the  official  board.  Fraternally  he  is  affiliated  with  the  blue 
lodge  of  the  Masonic  order,  the  Knights  of  Pythias  (of  which  he  is  chancellor), 
and  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America.  Being  very  fond  of  all  out-door  sports, 
particularly  golf,  Mr.  Meyer  is  a  member  of  the  Grand  View  Golf  Club  and 
devotes  as  much  time  as  he  can  spare  from  his  practice  to  this  delightful  game. 
Ever  since  acquiring  the  right  of  franchise  Mr.  Meyer  has  given  his  political 
allegiance  to  the  republican  party,  his  fealtv  having  been  rewarded  by  his 
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constituency  appointing  him  chairman  of  the  Polk  County  Republican  Com¬ 
mittee  in  1907,  which  position  he  still  continues  to  fill.  He  always  takes  an 
active  interest  in  all  governmental  affairs,  but  has  never  been  identified  with 
any  official  position  save  in  1907  and  1908,  when  he  acted  as  assistant  secretary 
of  the  senate  during  the  thirty-second,  thirty-third  and  thirty-fourth  general 
assemblies.  A  good  organizer  and  forceful  public  speaker  Air.  Meyer  possesses 
the  salient  qualities  to  make  him  a  leader,  having  a  personality  which  not  only 
wins,  but  retains  the  regard  of  those  with  whom  he  comes  in  contact. 


WILLIAM  H.  BAILY. 


Perhaps  the  active  practice  of  no  other  lawyer  of  Des  Moines  has  been  of 
such  municipal  worth  as  that  of  William  H.  Baily,  who  as  the  legal  defender 
of  the  interests  of  the  city  and  its  people  brought  about  the  adoption  of  many 
plans  and  projects  whereby  the  interests  and  welfare  of  Des  Moines  have  been 
greatly  promoted.  His  understanding  of  the  law  enabled  him  to  appreciate 
every  legal  phase  of  questions  that  came  up  for  consideration  and  to  know  when, 
where  and  how  effort  should  be  put  forth  whereby  the  interests  of  the  general 
public  would  be  conserved.  There  is  no  dissenting  voice  to  the  value  of  his 
service  to  the  capital  city.  Not  seeking  honor  but  simply  endeavoring  to  do  his 
duty,  honors  were  yet  multiplied  to  him  and  prosperity  followed  him  in  his  un¬ 
dertakings. 

Air.  Baily  was  born  April  5,  1850,  in  Alallory  township,  Clayton  county, 
Iowa.  The  Bailys  were  of  Norman  descent  and  of  Quaker  faith.  The  first 
ancestor  of  the  family  on  this  side  the  Atlantic  was  Joel  Baily,  who  came  from 
England  and  settled  in  Middletown  township,  Chester  county,  Pennsylvania, 
in  the  latter  part  of  the  seventeenth  century.  He  is  named  as  one  of  the  per¬ 
sons  assessed  in  Middletown  in  1696  and  became  prominent  as  a  citizen  of  that 
place.  He  married  Ann  Short  and  they  became  the  progenitors  of  the  family  in 
the  new  world,  the  ancestral  line  being  traced  down  through  Daniel,  William, 
Eli  (I)  and  Eli  (II).  The  last  named  was  the  grandfather  of  William  H.  Baily. 
He  was  born  September  27,  1788,  and  was  married  on  the  24th  of  January, 
1815,  to  Perry  Gregg,  whose  birth  occurred  Afay  10,  1793.  Their  son,  Presley 
Gregg  Baily,  was  born  in  Carmichael,  Pennsylvania,  February  9,  1819.  Having 
arrived  at  years  of  maturity  he  was  married,  December  27,  1848,  to  Harriet  C. 
Clark,  who  was  born  in  St.  Charles,  Missouri,  December  6,  1827,  and  was  a  de¬ 
scendant  of  Hugh  Clark,  who,  on  coming  to  this  country  prior  to  1641,  settled 
at  Watertown,  Alassachusetts.  Presley  G.  Baily  and  his  ancestors  were  all 
prominent  and  well-to-do  citizens  in  their  community  and  were  highly  respected 
for  their  honor  and  ability.  Following  his  removal  to  the  middle  west  he  served 
as  a  member  of  the  Iowa  house  of  representatives  from  Clayton  county  in  1868 
and  voted  for  the  appropriation  for  the  capitol  building.  Among  the  maternal 
ancestors  of  William  H.  Baily  were  those  who  fought  in  the  colonial  wars  and 
in  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  an  ardent  patriotism  being  one  of  the  salient  char¬ 
acteristics  of  the  Clark  family. 

William  H.  Baily,  the  eldest  son  of  Presley  G.  and  Harriet  (Clark)  Baily, 
began  his  education  in  the  common  schools  of  his  native  county  and  afterward 
attended  the  high  school  of  Chatfield,  Alinnesota.  Later  he  was  a  student  of 
the  college  at  Fayette,  Iowa,  and  in  1869  matriculated  in  the  University  of  Wis¬ 
consin,  from  which  he  was  graduated  with  the  class  of  1873,  receiving  the  degree 
of  Ph.  B.  In  preparation  for  the  bar,  after  he  had  determined  to  make  the 
practice  of  law  his  life  work,  he  became  a  student  in  the  office  and  under  the 
direction  of  John  H.  Stoneman,  of  AIcGregor,  Iowa,  and  later  entered  the  Iowa 
State  University,  being  graduated  from  the  law  department  with  the  LL.  B. 
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degree  on  the  29th  of  June,  1875.  He  was  graduated  with  honors  from  both  the 
University  of  Wisconsin  and  the  Iowa  University  Law  School,  and  in  the  latter 
won  a  prize  for  his  notes  on  lectures. 

Following  his  graduation  he  settled  at  Independence,  Iowa,  in  November 
Jo75>  and  soon  afterward  formed  a  law  partnership  with  Frank  D  Jackson' 
afterward  governor  of  the  state.  In  August,  1876,  however,  the  partnership 
was  dissolved  and  Mr.  Baily  removed  to  Spirit  Lake,  where  he  remained  in  active 
practice  for  twelve  years  or  until  1888,  when  he  came  to  Des  Moines.  His  pro¬ 
fessional  career  was  here  attended  with  gratifying  success.  His  ability  was  soon 
recognized,  and  a  large  and  important  clientage  was  accorded  him.  He  made  a 
close  study  of  municipal  and  corporation  law  and  soon  after  his  removal  from 
Spirit  Lake  was  made  city  solicitor  for  the  city  of  North  Des  Moines.  When 
the  municipalities  .  of  Des  Moines  and  North  Des  Moines  were  consolidated  in 
1890  he  was  appointed  assistant  city  solicitor  in  April  of  that  year  and  so  served 

UuntlT^Se?lei^ber  ^  l893-  Later  he  was  again  assistant  city  solicitor  and  when 
the  Des  Moines  plan  was  adopted  he  was  appointed  the  first  corporation  counsel 
or  the  city  under  that  plan  and  continued  thus  to  serve  until  1909,  when  he 
resigned.  He  was  one  of  those  who  acted  as  chief  counsel  for  the  city  in  all 
its  corporation  litigations  for  twenty  or  more  years  prior  to  his  death.  He  had 
the  largest  library  on  municipal  law  and  usage  of  any  attorney  of  the  state  and 
presented  much  of  this  as  a  gift  to  the  city  law  library.  About  189s  he  formed 
a  partnership  with  N  T.  Guernsey  and  subsequently  became  a  member  of  the 
la-  ,0f  Laily,  Balreich  &  Preston.  He  afterward  practiced  in  partnership 
with  Harley  H.  Stipp,  and  in  every  connection  was  accorded  a  place  among-  the 
prominent  lawyers  of  Des  Moines.  s 

Pie  defended  the  city  on  the  famous  waterworks  litigation  and  the  street 
car  cases  and  became  recognized  as.  the  leading  lawyer  in  Iowa  on  questions  of 
this  character.  In  January,  1892,  he  read  an  opinion  upon  the  right  of  the  city 
to  legu  ate  water  rates  and  gas  rates  in  response  to  a  resolution  introduced  in 
the  council  by  the  late  C.  C.  Lane.  This  opinion,  which  asserted  the  right  of  the 
city  to  regulate,  notwithstanding  supposed  contracts,  was  followed  by  the  coun¬ 
cil  and  ordinances  were  passed  regulating,  first,  the  gas  rates  in  March,  1892 
and  second,  the  water  rates,  in  January,  1893.  These  regulations  were  bitterly 
received  but  Mr.  Baily  s  opinion  has  been  vindicated  and  rates  both  for  water 
and  gas  have  been  reduced  some  thirty-three  per  cent  with  a  saving  of  about  one 
hundred  thousand  dollars  a  year  to  the  city  and  its  inhabitants.  Mr.  Baily  sim¬ 
ilarly  defended  the  city  in  the  long  litigation  extending  over  several  years  be¬ 
tween  the  city  and  the  Des  Moines  City  Railway  Company  and  gained  many 
notable  victories  for  the  city  in  the  state  and  the  United  Sates  supreme  courts 
He  drew  up  many  of  the  bills  for  the  legislature  that  were  the  basis  of  many 
of  the  best  laws  of  the  city,  protecting  the  rights  of  citizens  at  large  and  of  chil- 
len.  His  piofessional  knowledge  was  used  again  and  again  without  compensation 
for  the  benefit  of  his  fellowmen.  He  stood  at  all  times  as  a  supporter  of  law 
and  order  and  as  the  opponent  of  anything  like  misrule  in  municipal  affairs  or 
to  legislation  of  municipal  enactment  unduly  favorable  to  corporate  or  private 
interests.  Aside  from  his  practice  he.  was  a  large  stockholder  in  the  Waterbury 
Chemical  Company  and  was  a  heavy  investor  in  real  estate,  leaving  at  his  death 
valuable  property  in  Des  Moines  and  farm  lands  in  the  state. 

.  °n  the.  23d  of  September,  1878,  Mr.  Baily  was  married  in  Baraboo,  Wiscon¬ 
sin,  to  Miss. Alice  A.  Crawford,  a  daughter  of  John  B.  and  Naomi  (Wood) 
Crawford,  of.  Baraboo,  both  of  whom  were  descended  from  patriotic  ancestors 
who  fought  in  the  Revolutionary  war — Scotch-Irish  on  the  paternal  side  and 
Quaker  on  the  maternal,  the  mother’s  ancestors  being  descended  from  John 
Li1  arP.Ies.s’  w^°  seRLd  in  Chester  county,  Pennsylvania,  in  1682.  Unto  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Baily  were  born  three  sons,  but  Preslev  Gregg,  who  was  born  October  3, 
1879,  passed  away  on  the  20th  of  December  of  that  year,  and  John  Crawford, 
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his  twin  brother,  died  on  the  ist  of  April,  1881.  The  surviving  son,  Robert 
William  Baily,  born  in  Spirit  Lake,  Iowa,  in  1884,  is  living  with  his  mother. 
The  marriage  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Baily  was  an  ideally  happy  one  and  their  home 
was  celebrated  for  its  warm-hearted  hospitality  which  was  ever  freely  accorded 
their  many  friends.  Mrs.  Baily,  a  lady  of  rare  culture  and  social  attainments, 
has  been  prominent  in  the  club  life  of  Des  Moines  and  the  state.  She  served  the 
Iowa  Federation  of  Women’s  Clubs  as  recording  secretary  from  1895  until  1897, 
was  corresponding  secretary  from  1899  until  1901  and  president  from  1901 
until  1903.  She  also^  served  the  Abigail  Adams  Chapter  of  the  Daughters  of 
the  American  Revolution  as  regent  for  two  terms,  from  1896  until  1898,  and 
was  president  of  the  Des  Moines  Women’s  Club  in  1901-2. 

Air.  Baily  held  membership  in  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and 
the  Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen.  For  many  years  he  was  vice  president 
and  one  of  the  directors  of  the  Grant  Club,  was  also  a  member  of  the  Praire 
Club  and  a  member  of  the  Iowa  Society  of  the  Sons  of  the  American  Revolu¬ 
tion,  serving  as  first  vice  president  for  four  years  and  as  president  from  Feb- 
urary  22,  1901,  until  April  7,  1902.  From  the  time  when  age  conferred  upon 
him  the  right  of  franchise  he  supported  the  republican  party.  He  believed  in 
federal  control  of  corporations  and  in  the  just  control  of  public  utilities  by  mu¬ 
nicipal  corporations.  In  fact  he  was  allied  with  the  progressive  wing  of  the 
party  which  believed  that  politics  as  well  as  business  life  should  show  constant 
progression  and  improvement  for  the  benefit  of  the  many.  He  was  the  author 
of  the  proposed  franchise  for  the  Des  Moines  City  Railway  Company  which  was 
drafted  after  the  Chicago  plan  of  city  railway  control.  He  was  also  a  member 
of  the  state  commission  for  the  revision  of  the  Iowa  school  laws.  Aside  from 
the  offices  which  he  held  in  Des  Moines  he,  was  a  member  of  the  first  town  coun¬ 
cil  of  Spirit  Lake  and  for  six  years,  from  1881  until  1888,  was  chairman  of  the 
school  board  of  that  place.  He  was  likewise  a  member  of  the  Dickinson  county 
board  of  supervisors  and  in  the  various  offices  which  he  filled  proved  himself  a 
champion  of  the  people  and  an  advocate  of  all  that  works  for  public  improve¬ 
ment. 

At  one  time  lie  belonged  to  the  Iowa  National  Guard  and  held  the  commission 
of  captain.  While  residing  in  Spirit  Lake  he  served  for  several  years  as  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  board  of  trustees  of  the  Presbyterian  church  and  following  his  re¬ 
moval  to  Des  Moines  placed  his  membership  with  the  Central  Presbyterian 
church  of  this  city,  the  services  of  which  he  regularly  attended.  He  also  took 
helpful  part  in  its  various  activities  and  was  president  of  its  board  of  trustees. 
His  humanitarian  spirit  found  frequent  expression  in  deeds  of  charity.  It  has 
been  said  of  him :  ‘‘Mr.  Baily  practiced  the  Golden  Rule  and  gave  his  whole 

life  to  the  service  of  others.”  His  interest  in  his  fellowmen  was  deep  and 
sincere  and  because  of  this  he  contributed  to  the  work  of  making  the  world 
better  and  brighter.  He  was  a  man  of  broad  views,  generous  deeds  and  noble 
purposes,  and  his  high  character  and  ability  won  him  honor  and  success. 


SAMUEL  P.  IVES. 

The  real-estate  interests  of  Des  Moines  were  for  many  years  ably  repre¬ 
sented  by  Samuel  P.  Ives,  whose  death,  February  24,  1897,  deprived  the  com¬ 
munity  of  one  of  its  honored  pioneer  residents  and  most  estimable  citizens.  He 
had  gained  many  friends  in  the  course  of  a  long  career  during  which  he 
ministered  in  an  important  degree  to  the  happiness  and  permanent  welfare  of 
others.  By  talent  and  inclination  a  man  of  business  affairs,  he  assisted  very 
materially  in  enhancing  the  financial  prosperity  of  his  business  associates  and  of 
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the  city,  whose  permanent  welfare  he  closely  guarded.  His  birth  occurred  in 
Wilkes-Barre,  Pennsylvania,  on  the  6th  of  June,  1832,  his  parents  being  Josiah 
and  Mary  Ives.  When  he  was  a  youth  of  thirteen  the  family  home  was  estab¬ 
lished  at  Sunbury,  Ohio,  and  there  he  acquired  his  education.  In  1852  he  re¬ 
moved  to  Mendota,  Illinois,  and  four  years  later  came  to  Des  Moines,  there 
being  at  that  time  few  evidences  of  the  metropolis  that  has  since  grown  up  on 
the  spot  originally  occupied  by  a  few  log  cabins  as  a  trading  post  in  the  midst  of 
an  Indian  country. 

His  first  employment  in  his  new  home  was  as  clerk  in  a  dry-goods  store,  but 
he  soon  became  well  acquainted  and  was  appointed  deputy  in  the  county  treas¬ 
urer’s  office  under  S.  N.  Dyer,  serving  two  terms  of  two  years  each.  Having 
perceived  the  possibilities  of  the  growth  of  Des  Moines,  he  entered  the  real-es¬ 
tate  business,  opening  an  office  on  East  Locust  street,  and  for  more  than  thirty 
years  was  continuously  engaged  in  handling  real  estate,  being  recognized  as  one 
of  the  best  judges  of  real-estate  values  in  Des  Moines.  Elis  advice  was, 
therefore,  much  sought  by  those  desiring  to  make  investments.  Thoroughly  up¬ 
right  and  conscientious,  he  easily  attained  a  place  as  leader  in  real-estate  circles, 
and  was  largely  instrumental  in  forwarding  the  development  of  the  city  by  sys¬ 
tematic  encouragement  of  investors  and  the  building  of  handsome  residences  and 
office  structures.  His  operations  as  a  real-estate  man  and  promoter  were  at¬ 
tended  with  success  and  in  the  conduct  of  his  business  interests  he  amassed  a 
considerable  fortune.  In  1880  he  purchased  one  hundred  acres  of  the  Thomp¬ 
son  estate  in  Capital  park,  which  has  proved  to  be  a  most  profitable  invest¬ 
ment. 

On  the  28th  of  November,  1855,  at  Ottawa,  Illinois,  Mr.  Ives  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Miss  Electa  A.  Dowling,  a  daughter  of  William  and  Catherine  Dowl¬ 
ing,  of  Newfane,  Niagara  county,  New  York.  Unto  them  were  born  three 
children  :  Rose,  who  is  the  widow  of  Henry  Pelton,  and  is  now  residing  in  Des 
Moines;  Samuel  P.,  Jr.,  who  for  some  years  has  been  connected  with  the  postal 
service  in  Des  Moines  ;  and  Katharine  D.,  who  is  living  at  home. 

Mr.  Ives  never  aspired  to  public  office,  but  during  the  Civil  war  served  as. 
justice  of  the  peace  of  Lee  township,  discharging  his  duties  in  such  a  way  as 
to  meet  the  hearty  approval  of  the  people.  He  likewise  acted  as  a  member  of  the 
east  district  school  board  from  1870  until  1872 — a  period  when  its  membership 
was  of  an  exceptional  character.  Socially  he  was  highly  popular,  his  kindly, 
good-natured  face  being  expressive  of  an  unfeigned  interest  in  his  fellowmen. 
He  was  a  gentleman  of  robust  physique  and  impressed  all  with  whom  he  came 
in  contact  by  the  dignity  and  refinement  of  his  character.  He  was  an  expert 
penman  and  taught  the  first  writing  school  in  Des  Moines,  thus  spending  the 
evening  hours  after  the  day’s  work  was  done.  To  Mr.  Ives  was  also  given  the 
credit  for  the  compilation  of  the  first  set  of  city  tax  books.  In  1857  he  joined 
the  Wesley  Methodist  church,  remaining  thereafter  one  of  its  most  exemplary 
members.  He  was  likewise  a  prominent  member  of  the  Ancient  Order  of  United 
Workmen.  His  life  was  as  an  open  book  and  his  name  was  a  synonym  for 
everything  good  and  honorable.  By  many  acts  of  charity  and  kindliness  he  dem¬ 
onstrated  his  sympathy  and  helpfulness  for  others— traits  that  are  acknowl¬ 
edged  the  world  over  as  characteristics  of  a  true  gentleman. 

One  who  knew  him  well  said  of  Mr.  Ives :  “  ‘Once  a  friend,  always  a  friend,’ 
was  a  rule  with  him.  He  was  held  in  that  relationship  not  by  a  few  but  by 
hundreds,  and  no  man  will  be  more  missed  or  mourned.  There  are  not  many 
persons  with  whom  he  has  been  thrown  to  whom  he  has  not  become  dear  by 
the  kindness  he  has  done  them  or  that  have  not  been  won  by  his  pleasant,  con¬ 
siderate,  kindly  ways.  He  was  an  expert  and  correct  accountant  and  possessed 
superior  business  qualifications,  together  with  excellent  judgment.  His  timely 
advice  has  helped  many  a  friend  over  the  hard  places  that  come  in  almost 
every  business  man’s  career. 
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“Prosperity  did  not  spoil  him;  adversity  tried  him  and  found  him  without  a 
flaw.  Gentle,  courteous  and  kind,  generous  in  his  impulses,  pure  in  his  life,  he 
lived  and  died  a  true  Christian  gentleman,  uncomplainingly  and  with  the  greatest 
fortitude  bearing  the  tortures  of  the  last  fortnight,  as  he  had  patiently  done  the 
long,  weary  days  and  months  of  helpless  confinement  to  the  sick  chamber, 
knowing  too  well  the  fatal  outcome,  but  for  the  sake  of  the  family  he  loved 
so  well  maintaining  his  cheerfulness  to  the  last. 

“I  am  sure  no  one  who  ever  knew  our  friend  intimately,  or  even  casually, 
will  disagree  with  me  in  the  statement  that  he  was  in  his  life  and  deportment 
the  ideal  of  the  perfect  gentleman,  the  good  citizen,  the  true  man,  the  trusty 
friend. 

“  ‘Green  be  the  turf  above  thee,  friend  of  the  better  days ; 

None  knew  thee  but  to  love  thee,  none  named  thee  but  to  praise.’  ” 

Mrs.  Ives  makes  her  residence  in  the  commodious  family  homestead  and  is 
greatly  esteemed  in  the  city  where  she  has  lived  ever  since  her  young  woman¬ 
hood. 


FOREST  HUTTENLOCHER. 

Des  Moines  has  benefited  greatly  by  the  activity  and  enterprising  spirit  of 
many  of  her  native  sons,  who  have  won  creditable  positions  in  her  business 
circles.  Of  this  class  Forest  Huttenlocher  is  a  representative,  now  occupying 
a  creditable  place  in  the  business  life  of  the  city  as  president  and  general  man¬ 
ager  of  the  Farm  Property  Mutual  Insurance  Association  of  Iowa.  He  was 
born  in  Des  Moines,  October  n,  1880,  a  son  of  Christopher  and  Lydia  (Capps) 
Huttenlocher,  both  of  whom  are  of  German  descent.  The  father  was  born  in 
Peoria,  Illinois,  in  1856,  and  in  1858  or  1859  came  to  Des  Moines  with  his  par¬ 
ents,  who  were  natives  of  Germany  but  lived  for  a  short  time  in  Peoria.  In  the 
early  days  of  their  residence  here  they  conducted  a  hotel,  known  as  the  Banner 
House,  in  a  building  which  is  still  in  existence  but  is  no  longer  used  as  a  hos¬ 
telry.  Mr.  Huttenlocher  also  carried  on  a  livery  business  in  connection  with 
the  hotel.  He  is  still  living  and  although  now  at  an  advanced  age,  is  still  hale 
and  hearty.  He  enjoys  talking  about  old  times  and  tells  many  interesting  tales 
of  the  early  days  when  hunting  and  fishing  were  the  chief  diversions  of  the 
people  in  this  district  and  trading  with  the  Indians  their  most  important  business. 

His  son,  Christopher  Huttenlocher,  father  of  him  whose  name  introduces 
this  review,  in  his  boyhood  attended  the  German  school  of  Des  Moines  to  the  ■ 
age  of  fourteen  years.  At  that  time  he  entered  the  real-estate  and  law  office 
of  Polk  &  Hubbell  as  an  office  boy  and  continued  in  their  employ  until  the  dis¬ 
solution  of  the  firm,  remaining  afterward  with  Mr.  Hubbell,  who  in  time  re¬ 
organized  his  business  affairs  under  the  style  of  F.  M.  Hubbell,  Son  &  Company, 
Mr.  Huttenlocher  remaining  as  manager  for  many  years.  While  not  a  wealthy 
man,  Christopher  Huttenlocher  has  made  substantial  advance  along  financial 
as  well  as  other  lines  and  is  now  the  owner  of  valuable  holdings  in  city  realty. 
In  politics  he  is  a  republican  and  is  a  prominent  Mason,  very  active  in  the 
fraternity.  He  has  filled  a  number  of  offices  in  different  branches  of  Masonry 
and  has  attained  the  thirty-second  degree  of  the  Scottish  Rite.  He  is  likewise 
a  devoted  member  of  the  Young  Men’s  Christian  Association  and  his  influence 
is  always  found  on  the  side  of  progress  and  advancement.  He  was  married 
in  Des  Moines,  in  1878,  to  Miss  Lydia  Capps,  a  native  of  this  city  who,  like 
her  husband,  is  of  German  descent.  The  first  ancestors  of  the  Capps  family 
in  America  arrived  in  1835  and  a  settlement  was  made  at  Keokuk,  Iowa,  while 
the  grandfather  of  Forest  Huttenlocher  on  the  paternal  side  took  up  his  abode 
at  Peoria,  Illinois.  Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Christopher  Huttenlocher  were  born 
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two  children,  Forest  and  Raymond  W.  The  latter,  born  January  19,  1884,  is 
filling  the  position  of  receiving  teller  in  the  German  Savings  Bank. 

Forest  Huttenlocher  entered  the  public  schools  of  Des  Moines  at  the  usual 
age  and  therein  continued  his  studies  until  graduated  from  the  high  school 
with  the  class  of  1900.  He  likewise  attended  the  Iowa  University  and  was 
graduated  in  1903  with  the  LL.  B.  degree.  He  further  qualified  for  the  prac¬ 
tice  of  law  in  Yale  University  and  won  the  M.  L.  degree  in  1904,  when  twenty- 
four  years  of  age.  For  two  years  thereafter  he  devoted  his  energies  to  law 
practice  in  Des  Moines  but  not  finding  the  profession  entirely  to  his  liking, 
turned  his  attention  to  the  life  insurance  business,  becoming  associated  with  the 
Equitable  Life  of  Iowa.  He  remained  with  the  Equitable  for  about  eighteen 
months,  after  which  he  secured  a  financial  interest  in  the  Farm  Property  Mutual 
Insurance  Association  of  Iowa,  of  which  he  was  chosen  treasurer,  filling  the 
position  for  several  years,  although  at  the  present  writing  he  is  president  and 
general  manager  of  the  company  which,  owing  to  its  substantial  foundation 
and  progressive  business  methods,  is  constantly  growing  along  substantial  lines. 

The  political  principles  of  the  lepublican  party  receive  the  indorsement 
of  Mr.  Huttenlocher  and  his  support  thereof  is  the  free-will  expression  of  his 
convictions.  While  in  college  he  became  a  member  of  the  Phi  Delta  Theta 
fraternity.  He  belongs  to  Capital  Lodge,  No.  no,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  to  the  Grant 
Club  and  to  the  Young  Men’s  Christian  Association,  and  is  secretary  to  the  Home 
for  Aged,  and  his  membership  in  these  organizations  indicates  much  of  the 
character  and  nature  of  his  interests  and  the  rules  which  govern  his  conduct. 


TURNIE  E.  FORD. 

It  would  be  difficult  to  name  any  citizen  of  Des  Moines  who  has  accom¬ 
plished  more  in  the  upbuilding  of  the  city  during  the  last  ten  or  twelve  years 
than  Turnie  E.  Ford,  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Ford  Brothers  and  one  of  the 
most  active  and  efficient  real-estate  men  of  the  west.  He  is  a  native  of  Pow¬ 
eshiek  county,  Iowa,,  born  May  26,  1870,  a  son  of  James  and  Kathryn  Ford. 
The  parents  settled  in  Poweshiek  county  in  1850  and  Mr.  Ford  acquired  four 
hundred  acres  of  choice  land  when  Marengo,  Iowa,  was  the  nearest  staple  trad- 
mg  point  foi  that  section.  In  1874  the  father  died  of  apoplexy  after  an  ill¬ 
ness  of  eight  hours,  leaving  the  mother  with  ten  children,  the  eldest  being  a 
daughter  about  seventeen  years  of  age.  The  farm  was  encumbered  to  the 
amount  of  fully  one-half  its  value  on  account  of  a  large  new  dwelling  and  other 
improvements  which  had  been  made  by  Mr.  Ford  and  which  may  still  be  con¬ 
sidered  as  adding  materially  to  the  value  of  the  property.  The  mother  proved 
a  most  capable  financier.  During  the  remainder  of  her  life  which  covered  a 
period  of  eleven  years  she  kept  the  large  family  of  children  together,  giving 
them  all  a  fair  education,  considering  their  age,  and  sending  some  of  them  to 
college.  She  also  paid  off  the  debt  upon  the  farm  and  after  her  death  when 
all  the  bills  were  settled  the  land  was  still  intact  and  there  was  money  on  hand. 

lurnie  E.  Ford  received  his  early  education  in  the  district  schools  which 

■  e  ?^T?n<u  un^  seventeen  years  of  age.  At  the  age  of  twenty-four  he  real- 
lzec  that  he  needed  more  education  and  spent  about  two  years  at  Highland  Park 
o  ege  and  Drake  Law  School,  going  to  Des  Moines  in  1895  for  that  purpose. 
JJurmg  the  first  vacation  he  bought  a  meat  market  in  Highland  Park  which  he 
managed  until  he  desired  again  to  enter  school  and  then  sold  out  at  a  handsome 
pro  t.  He  engaged  in  the  same  line  of  business  with  the  same  results  a  second 
ime  and  in  the  spring  of  1898  when  the  country  was  excited  over  the  Spanish- 
American  war  he  bought  a  meat  market  and  grocery  and  succeeded  in  securing 
the  first  order  for  meat  for  the  soldiers  at  Camp  McKinley.  He  held  this  busi- 
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ness  for  about  two  weeks  at  the  end  of  which  time  the  packers  took  the  contract 
from  his  hands,  having  agreed  to  sell  meat  at  a  quarter  of  a  cent  less  in  price 
than  he  was  receiving.  However,  after  a  short  time  he  received  a  telephone 
message  from  Captain  Emery,  who  was  in  charge  of  the  commissary  department 
of  the  camp,  inviting  him  to  an  interview.  Nearly  every  company  in  the  camp 
had  complained  of  the  provisions  and  service  and  after  promising  the  captain  that 
he  would  render  the  same  service  and  variety  of  supplies  that  he  had  previously 
furnished,  he  was  given  the  contract.  The  business  proved  very  remunerative  and 
he  continued  to  furnish  supplies  to  the  army  until  after  the  close  of  the  war. 

During  this  time  his  wife  not  only  attended  to  the  duties  of  the  household, 
but  also  kept  books  and  assisted  in  the  work  at  the  store.  After  the  war  he 
turned  his  attention  to  real-estate  investments,  associating  in  business  with  his 
brother.  J.  F.  Ford,  and  a  young  attorney  named  A.  R.  James,  the  title  of  the 
firm  being  James  &  Ford  Brothers.  After  a  few  years  Mr.  James  retired  and 
went  to  the  mountains  on  account  of  poor  health,  where  he  died.  As  a  token 
of  respect  to  his  memory  his  name  is  still  retained  on  the  door  of  the  firm’s 
office  at  No.  207  Manhattan  building. 

Mr.  Ford  enjoys  the  distinction  of  having  sold  more  property  to  poor  people 
upon  weekly  or  monthly  payments  than  any  other  man  in  Des  Moines.  He  has 
never  canceled  a  land  contract  nor  made  a  demand  for  money  on  any  of  the 
buyers,  yet  he  has  been  remarkably  successful.  He  has  always  contended  that 
the  value  of  good  Iowa  land  is  not  fully  appreciated  and  when  the  state  offered 
for  sale  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  near  Des  Moines  he  was  the  highest  bidder 
and  consequently  became  the  purchaser  of  the  tract.  He  divided  it  into  small 
parts  and  sold  it,  having  disposed  of  a  large  portion  of  it  to  people  for  homes, 
and  also  assisting  them  in  building  houses  when  necessary.  This  tract  is  now 
known  as  the  Cummins  ford  Addition  and  is  a  monument  to  the  energy  and 
ability  of  T.  E.  Ford. 

On  the  20th  day  of  December,  1897,  at  Des  Moines,  Mr.  Ford  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Miss  Helen  M.  Sterling  and  four  children  were  born  of  this  union : 
Josephine  M.,  now  ten  years  of  age;  Francis  H.,  eight  years  of  age;  Leo  M., 
aged  five  years;  and  Joseph  John,  born  February  9,  1911. 

Mr.  Ford  has  been  identified  with  the  democratic  party  ever  since  he  cast 
his  first  ballot.  He  was  at  one  time  accused  of  being  the  only  democrat  in 
Highland  Park  and  he  was  very  proud  of  the  distinction.  In  religious  belief 
he  has  been  a  lifelong  adherent  of  the  Catholic  church  and  is  a  firm  believer 
in  its  teachings.  Always  actuated  by  principles  of  honor  and  integrity,  and  fully 
alive  to  the  importance  of  keeping  in  touch  with  and  living  along  progressive 
lines,  his  life  has  been  one  of  increasing  usefulness  to  his  fellowmen,  and  it 
may  truly  be  said  of  him  that  he  has  never  sought  to  advance  his  own  interests  to 
the  injury  of  others.  His  friends  are  many  and  his  business  associates  are 
among  the  most  emphatic  in  acknowledging  his  ability. 


EDWARD  HAMLIN  HAZEN,  M.  D. 

Dr.  Edward  Hamlin  Hazen,  ophthalmologist  and  otologist,  whose  profes¬ 
sional  training  was  received  under  men  eminent  in  this  specialty,  while  his  own 
professional  service  has  won  him  high  rank  in  practice,  was  born  April  12,  1834, 
at  Elyria,  Ohio,  his  parents  being  Edward  and  Minerva  C.  (Hamlin)  Hazen. 
The  grandfather,  Benjamin  Hazen,  was  a  Revolutionary  soldier  who  partici¬ 
pated  in  the  battle  of  Bennington.  He  married  Elizabeth  Gates.  The  ancestry 
of  both  the  Hazen  and  Hamlin  families  can  be  traced  back  to  1635,  Dr.  Hazen 
being  of  the  seventh  generation  in  America.  His  father  was  well  known  as  an 
author  of  school  books  and  also  of  a  volume  entitled  Technology  of  Profession 
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and  Trades  (Harper  Library).  He  died  April  24,  1877,  in  his  eightieth  year, 
and  his  wife  passed  away  April  10,  1895,  in  her  eighty-ninth  year. 

Dr.  Hazen  spent  his  youthful  days  in  the  east  and  there  attended  the  common 
schools.  Subsequently  he  engaged  in  clerking  in  a  general  mercantile  store  in 
Ohio  and  also  followed  farming  in  that  state.  In  the  winter  of  1856-57  he  taught 
school  in  Winneshiek  county,  Iowa.  In  1858  and  1859  he  was  a  student  at  Oberlin 
College,  Oberlin,  Ohio,  prepartory  to  the  study  of  medicine.  In  the  fall  of  i860  he 
entered  the  medical  department  of  Michigan  University,  there  continuing  his 
studies  until  he  joined  Company  K  of  the  Second  Michigan  Infantry.  He  en¬ 
listed  as  the  regiment  was  leaving  Detroit  for  Washington,  D.  C.,  and  partici¬ 
pated  in  the  battles  of  Bull  Run  on  the  18th  and  21st  of  July,  1861.  At  the 
€nd  of  a  year  he  was  discharged  from  the  volunteer  service  and  enlisted  as  hos¬ 
pital  steward  in  the  United  States  army,  serving  in  that  capacity  in  the  General 
Hospital  at  Alexandria,  Virginia,  for  three  years.  After  the  war,  in  1865-66, 
Dr.  Hazen  matriculated  in  what  is  now  the  Western  Reserve  Medical  College 
and  graduated  in  1866.  For  a  year,  in  1866-67,  he  engaged  in  the  general  prac¬ 
tice  of  medicine  in  Buffalo,  New  York,  and  on  the  8th  of  April  of  the  latter 
year  removed  to  Davenport,  Iowa.  In  1869  he  went  to  New  York  and  spent  four 
successive  winters  in  the  clinics  under  Professors  Agnew,  Roosa,  Pomerov, 
Knapp,  Lefferts  and  other  eminent  specialists  in  the  diseases  of  the  eye  and 
ear,  and  also  took  optical  instructions  of  Doctors  Noyes  and  Pulley,  afterward 
returning  to  Davenport,  where  he  practiced  until  1891.  At  that  time  he  came 
to  Des  Moines  and  has  since  been  a  representative  of  the  profession  in  this  city, 
specializing  throughout  the  entire  period  in  the  treatment  of  diseases  of  the  eye, 
ear,  nose  and  throat  in  which  connection  his  superior  ability  is  widely  recog¬ 
nized.  For  four  years,  from  1870  until  1874,  he  was  lecturer  on  the  eye  and  ear 
at  the  University  of  Iowa  and  was  professor  of  ophthalmology  and  otology  in 
the  medical  department  of  Drake  University  (College  of  Physicians  and  Sur¬ 
geons)  for  sixteen  years,  ending  in  1900.  Establishing  The  Eye  and  Ear  In¬ 
firmary  of  Davenport,  Iowa,  he  advertised  it  by  placing  a  cut  of  the  building 
in  the  paper  without  encomiums,  and  this,  being  pronounced  non-professional, 
he  was  turned  out  of  the  university.  On  its  organization  he  was  invited  by  Dr. 
Blanchard  to  join  the  faculty  of  the  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  at  Des 
Moines.  His  contributions  to  the  profession  aside  from  private  practice  estab¬ 
lished  his  position  as  one  of  its  valuable  members.  As  an  author  he  became  well 
known  as  the  writer  of  a  small  book  called  New  Findings  in  Ophthalmology  and 
Otology,  which  was  published  in  an  enlarged  second  edition  in  1911.  He  is 
the  inventor  of  a  system  for  treating  the  eye  muscles  in  eye  strain  and  in¬ 
vented  the  Kratometer  in  this  connection.  Not  being  able  to  get  opticians  to 
manufacture  this  instrument,  he  and  his  son  undertook  the  work  of  manufacture 
and  have  sold  one  hundred  and  fifty  in  this  country  and  also  abroad.  He  is  a 
regular  member  in  good  standing  of  the  American  Medical  Association,  the 
Iowa  State  Medical  Society  and  the  Polk  County  Medical  Society.  At  the 
time  he  resigned  his  professorship  in  Drake  University  in  1900  he  was  made 
emeritus  professor  of  ophthalmology. 

Dr.  Hazen  was  united  in  marriage  in  1874  to  Miss  Sallie  Feeman,  of  Lan¬ 
caster,  Ohio,  one  of  the  two  daughters  of  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Feeman,  a  widow. 
Their  living  children  are :  Edward  B.,  who  is  married  and  lives  at  Bridal  Veil, 
Oregon;  Roy  Alfred,  of  San  Francisco,  California;  Arthur  Waldo,  who  wedded 
Miss  Edythe  Appleby,  of  Denver,  Colorado,  and  now  makes  his  home  in  Omaha, 
Nebraska;  Benjamin  Hamlin,  of  Bridal  Veil,  Oregon;  and  Laura,  the  wife  of 
W.  E.  Pitcher,  of  Berkeley,  California. 

Dr.  Hazen  has  never  been  an  office  seeker  or  holder  but  before  the  Civil 
war  became  a  stalwart  advocate  of  republican  principles,  which  he  has  con¬ 
tinued  to  support  to  the  present  time.  He  was  a  member  of  August  Wentz 
Post,  No.  1,  G.  A.  R.,  of  which  he  became  commander  and  for  two  years  he 
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was  medical  director  in  the  state  encampment.  Fraternally  lie  is  a  thirty- 
second  degree  Mason,  United  States  jurisdiction,  Registrar  of  the  Sons  of  the 
American  Revolution  (state).  He  joined  the  Iowa  Sons  of  the  Revolution 
on  its  organization  in  Davenport.  When  twelve  years  of  age  he  became  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church  of  New  York  city  and  for  twelve 
years  was  connected  with  that  denomination,  then  for  an  interval  of  twelve  years 
he  was  non-affiliated.  During  the  succeeding  period  of  twelve  years  he  was  a 
Congregationalist  and  for  a  similar  period  has  been  a  member  of  the  Unitarian 
church.  He  is  a  man  of  broad  and  liberal  views,  not  only  upon  religious  but 
upon  all  questions,  and  his  position  upon  any  vital  question  is  always  taken  from 
a  progressive  standpoint. 


JAMES  W.  BROWN. 

One  of  the  well  known  and  prominent  real-estate  men  of  Des  Moines  is 
james  W.  Brown,  whose  birth  occurred  in  Dewitt,  Iowa,  on  the  25th  of  Septem¬ 
ber,  1841.  His  father,  who  was  a  native  of  Worcester,  Massachusetts,  but  of 
English  extraction,  migrated  to  Iowa  in  1839,  locating  upon  some  government 
land  in  the  vicinity  of  Dewitt,  where  he  continued  to  live  until  his  decease.  He 
married  Philena  Evans,  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  who  came  to  Iowa  from  New 
York  with  her  parents  in  the  early  forties. 

Being  reared  upon  a  farm  James  W.  Brown  acquired  his  early  education  in 
the  district  schools  of  his  native  county,  completing  the  high  school  course  in 
1859,  following  which  he  attended  Mount  Vernon  for  two  years.  The  Civil  war 
breaking  out  about  the  time  he  left  college  he  enlisted  in  Company  F,  Twenty- 
sixth  Iowa  Volunteers,  going  to  the  front  on  the  15th  of  August,  1862,  where 
he  served  for  thirty-two  months.  He  participated  in  some  of  the  notable  con¬ 
flicts  of  the  Rebellion  being  present  at  the  first  attack  on  Vicksburg  and  the  siege 
of  Vicksburg,  as  well  as  the  capture  of  Jackson.  He  entered  the  army  as  a  cor¬ 
poral,  but  was  mustered  out  with  the  rank  of  first  lieutenant,  and  during  the 
entire  period  of  his  service  he  was  neither  wounded  or  captured.  He  contracted 
fever  and  ague,  however,  which  incapacitated  him  so  that  he  was  finally  dis¬ 
charged. 

Returning  home  from  the  war  he  entered  the  office  of  John  C.  Polly,  of 
Dewitt,  where  he  read  law,  being  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1867,  following  which 
he  engaged  in  general  practice.  From  Dewitt  he  removed  to  Grand  Junction 
where  he  resided  for  three  years  and  then  came  to  Des  Moines,  taking  up  his 
residence  in  the  latter  city  in  1878.  Mr.  Brown  continued  to  practice  law  for 
several  years  after  his  arrival  in  the  Capital  city,  withdrawing  from  it  finally 
to  go  into  the  real-estate  business,  which  had  always  been  congenial  and  more  to 
his  liking.  He  has  ever  since  continued  to  be  identified  with  this  field  of  activity, 
in  which  he  has  met  with  marked  success,  having  handled  some  of  the  most 
valuable  properties  in  the  city  in  the  course  of  his  transfers.  He  has  a  very 
large  clientele,  which  includes  the  names  of  some  of  the  most  extensive  realty 
owners  in  the  city. 

On  the  20th  of  June,  1865,  Mr.  Brown  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Regina 
E.  Young,  a  native  of  Indiana  and  later  a  resident  of  Mount  Vernon,  Iowa,  and 
a  daughter  of  Robert  S.  Young,  a  circuit  rider  of  the  Methodist  denomination. 
One  son  was  born  of  this  union,  Ernest  E.,  the  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the 
Inter-State  Business  Men’s  Association  of  Des  Moines.  The  religious  views  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brown  conform  to  those  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  denomina¬ 
tion,  in  which  they  hold  membership.  Fraternally  Air.  Brown  is  identified  with 
the  Masonic  order,  in  which  he  has  attained  the  rank  of  Master  Mason,  while 
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be  maintains  relations  with  his  comrades  of  old  through  the  medium  of  the 

G.  A.  R. 

A  strong  advocate  of  the  principles  of  the  republican  party  Mr.  Brown  always 
supports  the  men  and  measures  of  that  body.  He  takes  an  active  interest  in 
all  governmental  affairs,  and  does  a  great  deal  of  campaign  speaking.  During  the 
period  of  his  residence  in  Grand  Junction  he  was  the  choice  of  his  constituency 
for  mayor,  which  office  he  held  for  one  term  before  removing  to  Des  Moines. 
During  the  thirty  years  of  his  residence  in  the  city  Mr.  Brown  has  noted  its 
development  from  a  thriving  town  to  the  commercial  center  of  the  state,  in  the 
advancement  of  which  he  has  ever  taken  an  active  interest  because  of  his  civic 
loyalty  and  pride. 


OTTO  B.  MACK. 

Many  successful  business  men  of  the  west  have  been  attracted  to  Des  Moines 
as  a  flourishing  and  growing  city  and  have  here  established  themselves  in  lines 
that  are  each  year  reaching  out  into  wider  channels.  Otto  B.  Mack,  who  is 
well  known  in  real-estate  and  insurance  circles,  has  demonstrated  the  advantages 
of  this  city  for  the  branches  of  business  he  represents,  having  built  up  a  large 
clientage  in  a  few  years. 

He  is  a  native  of  Madison  county,  Iowa,  and  was  born  November  16,  1871, 
a  son  of  W.  E.  Mack,  who  was  born  at  Edinburgh,  Scotland,  in  1839.  He  came 
to  the  United  States  at  the  age  of  twenty  years  and  engaged  in  this  country 
as  a  pharmacist.  He  was  a  soldier  for  the  Union  at  the  time  of  the  Civil  war, 
serving  in  an  Ohio  company.  He  carried  dispatches  and  was  with  Sherman 
on  his  march  to  the  sea.  His  death  occurred  after  his  retirement  from  active 
business  affairs.  The  mother,  Elizabeth  A.  Faulkner  before  her  marriage,  was 
a  native  of  Marion  county,  Ohio.  There  were  seven  children  in  the  family, 
namely :  Millison,  now  the  wife  of  C.  H.  Marine,  who  is  connected  with  the 
United  States  pension  office  in  Des  Moines;  Otto  B.,  the  subject  of  this  review; 
Abbie,  the  wife  of  J.  E.  Winters,  who  lives  at  Lincoln,  Nebraska;  Carl  F.,  who 
is  married  and  engaged  in  the  insurance  business  at  Des  Moines ;  Harry  L., 
who  became  a  dentist  and  is  now  deceased ;  W.  E.,  who  is  married  and  lives 
at  Sheridan,  Wyoming;  and  Mary,  now  living  with  her  mother  at  Lincoln, 
Nebraska. 

Otto  B.  Mack  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  Madison  county,  later 
attending  the  high  school  at  St.  Charles,  from  which  he  was  graduated  with  the 
class  of  1890.  He  began  his  active  career  by  working  upon  the  home  farm,  but 
later  came  to  Des  Moines  and  entered  the  real-estate  business,  in  which  lie  con¬ 
tinued  for  seven  years.  His  next  experience  was  at  Aberdeen,  South  Dakota, 
where  he  spent  five  years  raising  graded  stock  upon  a  ranch  of  which  he  was 
the  owner.  Not  being  entirely  satisfied  with  this  line  of  activity,  he  accepted 
a  position  as  traveling  emigration  agent  for  the  Northwestern  Land  Company 
with  headquarters  in  St.  Paul,  continuing  with  this  organization  for  one  year. 
Having  gained  practical  knowledge  in  handling  lands  he  decided  to  establish 
an  office  upon  his  own  account  and  accordingly  came  to  Des  Moines,  where  he 
has  since  been  highly  successful  in  land  transactions  and  has  also  been  connected 
with  the  insurance  business.  He  is  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  Income  Ac¬ 
cident  Association,  and  district  manager  of  the  Standard  Accident  Insurance  Com¬ 
pany  of  Detroit,  Michigan.  As  his  efforts  are  intelligently  directed,  his  enter¬ 
prise  has  yielded  substantial  returns  and  each  year  witnesses  an  enlargement 
of  his  field  of  operations. 

In  1895  Mr.  Mack  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Susie  Breeding,  a  native 
of  Warren  county,  Iowa,  and  a  daughter  of  James  Breeding,  a  farmer  and 
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stock-raiser.  She  passed  away  in  1897,  leaving  one  child,  Burnel,  who  was  born 
in  Madison  county,  Iowa,  August  22,  1896.  On  January  15,  1900,  Mr.  Mack 
was  again  married,  the  lady  of  his  choice  being  Miss  Ella  Clay,  who  was  born 
in  Guthrie  county,  Iowa,  a  daughter  of  John  and  Mary  (Ricker)  Clay.  The 
father  was  a  farmer  of  this  state  and  is  now  deceased,  having  been  called  away 
in  1905.  Air.  and  Mrs.  Alack  are  the  parents  of  one  child,  Wilmoth  Clay,  who 
was  born  December  30,  1903,  in  South  Dakota. 

Air.  Alack  is  identified  with  the  Odd  Fellows  and  the  Knights  of  Pythias 
and  is  a  stanch  believer  in  the  principles  of  brotherhood  upon  which  these  or¬ 
ganizations  are  founded.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Christian  church,  and  both  he 
and  his  wife  are  greatly  esteemed  by  many  friends  whom  they  have  made  since 
taking  up  their  residence  in  this  city.  Politically  he  is  connected  with  the  re¬ 
publican  party  and,  although  he  has  never  sought  honors  or  public  office,  as  a 
patriotic  citizen  he  gives  due  attention  to  political  questions  and  votes  for  the 
men  who  in  his  opinion  are  best  qualified  to  advance  the  public  welfare. 


F.  E.  V.  SHORE.  M.  D. 

Dr.  F.  E.  V.  Shore  has  gained  recognition  among  the  distinguished  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  medical  profession  in  Des  Aloines  not  because  he  has  sought  the 
prominence  of  wide  recognition  but  because  of  his  fidelity  to  the  onerous  duties 
that  have  devolved  upon  him  and  his  conscientious  service  in  behalf  of  his  fellow- 
men.  In  keeping  with  the  strongly  marked  tendency  of  the  times,  he  has  special¬ 
ized  in  a  particular  field  of  practice,  giving  his  attention  to  the  diseases  of  the 
eye,  ear,  nose  and  throat.  Canada  numbers  him  among  her  native  sons,  his 
birth  having  occurred  in  Ontario  on  the  7th  of  December,  1864.  His  father. 
Richard  -Shore,  a  native  of  Canada,  spent  his  entire  life  in  that  country.  He 
was  of  Irish  lineage,  while  his  wife,  who  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Elizabeth 
Taylor,  was  a  representative  of  an  old  Canadian  family. 

Dr.  Shore  pursued  his  early  education  in  the  public  schools  of  Toronto  and 
afterward  attended  the  collegiate  institute  there.  Later  he  pursued  his  studies 
m  Winnipeg  for  two  years  and  afterward  entered  the  medical  department  of 
the  State  University  of  Alichigan  at  Ann  Arbor,  where  he  was  graduated  in  1886. 
Having  determined  to  make  his  home  on  this  side  the  border,  he  located  for 
practice  at  Algona,  Iowa,  devoting  four  years  to  the  general  practice  of  medicine, 
but  his  attention  was  directed  toward  his  present  specialty  and,  becoming  deeply 
interested  therein,  he  studied  in  order  to  do  special  work  in  the  treatment  of  dis¬ 
eases  of  the  eye,  ear,  nose  and  throat.  His  studies  were  pursued  in  New  York. 
London  and  Paris,  where  he  came  under  the  instruction  of  some  of  the  eminent 
oculists  and  aurists  of  America  and  of  Europe.  Seeking  a  broader  field  of  labor 
than  was  offered  in  Algona,  he  removed  to  Des  Aloines  in  1891  and  has  firmly 
established  himself  in  a  good  practice  in  the  field  of  his  specialty  here.  He  be¬ 
longs  to  the  Polk  County  Aledical  Society,  the  Iowa  State  Aledical  Society  and 
the  American  Aledical  Association  and  since  1900  he  has  been  eye  and  ear  surgeon 
for  the  Rock  Island  Railroad  Company  at  Des  Aloines. 

In  1889  Dr.  Shore  was  married  to  Aliss  Bertha  Call,  a  native  of  Algona. 
Iowa,  and  a  daughter  of  Ambrose  Call,  who  was  the  Jounder  of  that  town  and  an 
old  and  respected  pioneer  resident  of  the  state.  Her  mother  bore  the  maiden 
name  of  Nancy  Henderson.  Unto  Dr.  and  Airs.  Shore  have  been  born  five  chil¬ 
dren  :  Philip,  Bertie,  Ambrose,  Richard  and  ACctor. 

Dr.  and  Airs.  Shore  are  prominent’  in  the  social  circles  of  the  city  and  he  is 
now  regarded  as  a  leading  Alason  here,  belonging  to  Capital  Lodge,  A.  F.  &  A.  AT., 
the  Knight  Templar  commandery  and  to  the  Mystic  Shrine.  He  is  likewise  a 
member  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias  lodge  and  has  filled  all  of  the  chairs.  His 
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religious  faith,  is  indicated  in  his  membership  in  St.  Paul’s  Episcopal  church.  In 
all  of  his  professional  service  he  is  actuated  by  a  sense  of  conscientious  obligation 
that  has  made  him  a  most  able  practitioner.  In  the  field  of  otology  and  laryngology 
he  has  carried  his  investigations  far  and  wide  and  as  an  oculist  and  aurist  has 
displayed  skill  far  above  the  average.  He  could  never  be  content  with  mediocrity 
and  his  studies  have  been  so  vigorously  and  systematically  prosecuted  that  his 
skill  is  such  as  at  once  inspires  confidence  on  the  part  of  a  patient — a  most 
valuable  element  in  successful  practice. 


F.  H.  PEASE. 

F.  H.  Pease,  the  secretary  of  the  Pease  Hay  Commission  Company,  is  one  of 
the  well  known  and  highly  respected  business  men  of  Des  Moines.  His  birth 
occurred  in  Perry,  Iowa,  on  the  18th  of  October,  1879,  his  parents  being  James 
S.  and  Alice  M.  (Thornburg)  Pease.  The  father,  a  native  of  New  York,  took 
up  his  abode  in  Perry,  Iowa,  in  1870  and  five  years  later,  in  association  with 
his  brother,  George  A.,  organized  Pease  Brothers,  a  copartnership.  In  1902 
the  brothers  retired  from  business  and  George  A.  now  resides  in  California, 
and  James  S.  is  a  resident  of  Basin,  Wyoming. 

F.  H.  Pease  obtained  his  early  education  in  the  public  schools  of  Des  Moines 
and  is  a  graduate  of  the  North  Des  Moines  high  school.  He  subsequently  spent 
three  years  at  Oberlin  and  alse  pursued  the  prescribed  course  of  study  in  the 
Capital  City  Commercial  College.  He  left  Oberlin  College  earlier  than  he  an¬ 
ticipated  because  of  the  fact  that  his  father  was  anxious  to  have  him  enter  the 
commission  business,  wishing  to  retire  as  soon  as  his  son  could  be  entrusted  with 
the  management  of  the  enterprise.  Our  subject  entered  the  firm  in  1898  and 
since  the  retirement  of  his  father  and  uncle  has  acted  in  the  capacity  of  secre¬ 
tary.  In  1904  R.  M.  Galbraith  became  connected  with  the  Pease  Hay  Commis¬ 
sion  Company,  now  serving  as  the  chief  executive  officer.  The  continued  growth 
and  success  of  the  concern  is  atributable  in  large  measure  to  the  excellent  busi¬ 
ness  ability  and  keen  dircrimination  of  Mr.  Pease,  who  has  earned  for  himself 
an  enviable  reputation  as  a  careful  man  of  business  and  is  known  for  his 
straightforward  and  honorable  methods,  which  have  won  him  the  deserved  and 
unbounded  confidence  of  his  fellowmen. 

In  April,  1902,  Mr.  Pease  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Mabel  L.  Gal¬ 
braith,  a  daughter  of  R.  M.  and  Mary  L.  (Cable)  Galbraith.  They  have  one 
son,  Galbraith,  whose  natal  day  was  June  14,  1906.  Mr.  Pease  belongs  to  the 
Grant  Club,  being  a  valued  and  popular  member  thereof.  He  has  won  a  cred¬ 
itable  degree  of  prosperity  for  one  of  his  years  and  undoubtedly  a  bright  fu¬ 
ture  lies  before  him. 


JOHN  A.  SANDHOLM. 

John  A.  Sandholm,  a  resident  of  Des  Moines  since  1872  and  connected 
with  the  drug  business  of  this  city  since  that  date  is  now  widely  known  as  a 
manufacturing  pharmacist,  in  which  connection  he  has  built  up  an  extensive  and 
growing  business.  He  was  born  in  the  southern  part  of  Sweden,  January  8,  1858, 
a  son  of  John  and  Hulda  Sandholm.  Reared  and  educated  in  his  native  country, 
he  had  the  usual  experiences  which  fall  to  the  lot  of  farm  lads,  his  father  being 
a  well-to-do  agriculturist.  In  the  year  1868  the  father  came  to  America,  settling 
in  Dayton,  Webster  county,  Iowa,  where  both  he  and  his  wife  passed  away. 
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John  A.  Sandholm  attended  the  common  country  schools  until  eight  years 
of  age  and  afterward  worked  upon  a  farm  for  two  years.  He  was  a. little  lad 
of  only  ten  years  when  he  first  became  connected  with  the  drug  business,  to  which 
he  has  devoted  his  energies  continuously  since  1869.  He  was  first  employed  at 
Dayton,  Webster  county,  and  in  1871  removed  to  Boone,  Iowa,  but  the  following 
year  came  to  Des  Moines.  Here  he  has  since  resided  and  his  association  with 
the  drug  trade  is  a  well  known  feature  in  the  commercial  history  of  the  city.  He 
first  began  business  on  his  own  account  in  1882,  being  for  a  short  time  located 
on  the  east  side,  in  the  Capital  City  Hotel  building,  where  he  remained  for  five 
years.  In  1884  he  established  the  Oxford  Pharmacy  in  the  Kirkwood  Hotel 
building  and  it  was  afterward  known  as  the  Kirkwood  House  Pharmacy.  About 
five  years  ago  he  disposed  of  his  retail  interests  but  continues  as  a  manufacturing 
pharmacist,  making  drugs  and  his  own  preparations.  In  this  he  is  meeting  with 
excellent  success,  the  product  of  his  laboratory  finding  a  ready  sale  on  the  market 
and  enjoying  a  constantly  increasing  patronage. 

On  the  23d  of  November,  1886,  at  Rockford,  Illinois,  Mr.  Sandholm  was 
married  to  Miss  Sadie  B.  Doyle,  a  daughter  of  M.  Y.  and  Katherine  Doyle,  both 
of  whom  are  now  deceased.  Mrs.  Sandholm  was  highly  educated  and  accom¬ 
plished  in  all  that  is  good.  She  holds  membership  in  the  Episcopal  church.  Mr. 
Sandholm  was  reared  in  the  Methodist  faith  but  is  not  affiliated  with  any  church 
organization  at  the  present  time,  nor  is  he  a  member  of  any  club  although  he  has 
belonged  to  many.  Fraternally  he  is  connected  with  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and 
with  the  Masons,  while  his  political  allegiance  is  given  to  the  republican  party. 
Ever  recognizing  the  fact  that  the  present  and  not  the  future  holds  the  oppor¬ 
tunity,  he  has  made  good  use  of  his  time  and  talents  and  his  progress  is  at¬ 
tributable  entirely  to  his  own  labors.  There  are  few  who  have  to  start  out 
in  the  business  world  as  early  as  he  did,  but  energy  and  determination  are  un¬ 
conquerable  forces  and  those  qualities  have  gradually  brought  him  to  the  present 
enviable  and  prominent  position  which  he  occupies  in  connection  with  the  manu¬ 
facturing  and  commercial  interests  of  Des  Moines. 


CHARLES  ELBERT  RAWSON. 

Charles  Elbert  Rawson  has  builded  a  splendid  monument  to  himself  in  the 
Des  Moines  Life  Insurance  Company,  which,  based  upon  sound  business  prin¬ 
ciples  and  conforming  at  all  times  to  the  highest  business  ethics,  has  become  one 
of  the  strongest  and  foremost  insurance  companies  of  the  middle  west.  In  the 
establishment  and  control  of  business  Mr.  Rawson  has  shown  an  initiative  spirit 
and  aptitude  for  successful  management  that  places  him  in  a  prominent  position 
among  the  capable  and  successful  men  of  Iowa.  There  are  no  halfway  meas¬ 
ures  with  him,  and  determination  and  energy  have  enabled  him  to  overcome  all 
the  difficulties  and  obstacles  that  beset  every  path  of  business. 

A  native  of  Illinois,  Charles  E.  Rawson  was  born  in  Batavia,  Kane  county, 
on  the  5th  of  March,  1849,  his  parents  being  H.  M.  and  Mary  A.  (Daniels)  Raw- 
son.  The  ancestral  line  is  traced  directly  to  Edward  Rawson,  secretary  of  the 
Massachusetts  colony,  who  came  from  England  in  1636  and  became  the  progen¬ 
itor  of  the  first  family  of  the  name  on  American  soil.  His  descendants  are  now 
numerous  and  are  widely  scattered  over  the  United  States.  Abner  A.  Rawson, 
the  grandfather  of  Charles  E.  Rawson,  was  a  native  of  Rochester,  New  York, 
and  at  an  early  epoch  in  the  history  of  Illinois  removed  to  the  latter  state,  settling 
on  a  farm  near  Batavia.  After  devoting  many  years  to  general  agricultural  pur¬ 
suits  he  retired  from  the  farm  life  and  took  up  his  abode  in  Batavia,  where  he 
passed  away  at  an  advanced  age.  His  son,  Harvey  M.  Rawson,  was  reared 
to  the  occupation  of  farming  and  engaged  not  only  in  the  tilling  of  the  soil  but 
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also  in  merchandising  at  Batavia,  Kane  county,  Illinois,  until  1853.  In  that  year 
he  removed  with  his  family  to  Iowa,  settling  in  Clinton  county,  where  he  se¬ 
cured  a  tract  of  land  which  he  converted  into  highly  cultivated  fields.  His  wife 
was  a  native  of  the  Empire  state  but  in  early  childhood  removed  to  Michigan. 
Their  family  numbered  ten  children,  eight  sons  and  two  daughters,  of  whom 
Charles  E.  Rawson  was  the  third  in  order  of  birth. 

The  removal  of  the  family  to  Iowa  occurred  when  Charles  E.  Rawson  was 
in  his  fourth  year  and  he  was  reared  to  farm  life,  early  becoming  familiar  with 
the  work  of  the  fields,  in  which  he  rendered  assistance  to  his  father  until  he  had 
attained  his  majority.  In  the  meantime  his  education  was  acquired  in  the  pub¬ 
lic  schools,  the  vacation  periods  being  devoted  to  farm  work.  He  also  had  the 
benefit  of  private  instruction  at  the  old  home  near  Maquoketa,  Iowa.  In  his 
youthful  days  he  earned  his  first  dollar  by  building  fires  in  the  country  school- 
house.  His  early  recognition  of  the  fact  that  industry  is  the  basis  of  success 
has  constituted  one  of  the  strong  forces  in  his  later  life.  He  has  been  identified 
with  the  insurance  business  since  he  attained  his  majority.  He  was  first  farm 
solicitor  for  the  State  Insurance  Company,  making  his  first  contract  with  Hon. 
John  M.  Coggeshall,  president  of  the  company  at  that  time.  He  afterward  be¬ 
came  special  agent  and  adjuster.  He  has  made  progress  in  his  chosen  field  until 
his  name  today  is  a  familiar  one  throughout  the  middle  west,  wherever  the 
patrons  of  life  insurance  are  found.  For  some  time  he  represented  several 
eastern  and  home  insurance  companies  and  in  1889  formulated  the  plan  of  reor¬ 
ganizing  and  developing  the  company  of  which  he  is  now  president.  He  set 
to  work  to  reorganize  the  business  along  new  lines.  The  company  had  its  in¬ 
ception  in  1885  but  made  no  headway  until  Mr.  Rawson  became  manager.  He 
completely  changed  the  plan  of  insurance,  at  that  time  establishing  the  business 
on  what  is  known  as  the  stipulated  premium  plan.  For  ‘some  time  offices  were 
maintained  in  rooms  at  the  corner  of  Eighth  and  Walnut  streets,  in  the  Foster 
Opera  House  building,  but  later  the  growth  of  the  business  justified  the  erection 
of  a  fine  seven-story  structure  at  the  corner  of  Seventh  street  and  Grand  ave¬ 
nue,  known  as  the  Des  Moines  Life  building.  In  this  the  offices  were  located 
and  the  building,  moreover,  is  a  source  of  profitable  rental  to  the  company. 
From  the  time  Mr.  Rawson  assumed  management  the  company  has  met  with 
marked  prosperity.  All  interests  are  conducted  in  accordance  with  the  most 
reliable  and  progressive  methods  of  insurance  and  the  splendid  success  of  the 
business  has  its  root  in  Mr.  Rawson’s  thorough  understanding  of  every  branch 
of  insurance  in  principle  and  detail,  to  his  careful  systematization  of  the  work 
and  the  adoption  of  a  progressive  policy  which  leads  to  constant  expansion. 
The  Des  Moines  Life  Insurance  Company  is  today  one  of  the  foremost  organi¬ 
zations  of  its  kind  in  the  land  and  its  business  has  been  extended  into  every 
hamlet  and  township  of  the  middle  west  states.  He  was  honored  with 
election  to  the  presidency  of  the  National  Insurance  Convention  of  Mutual  Life 
and  Underwriters  in  1896. 

At  Storm  Lake,  Iowa,  Mr.  Rawson  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Louie 
C.  Benson,  a  daughter  of  Elias  W.  and  Sarah  A.  (Parkinson)  BensOn.  Prior 
to  her  marriage  Mrs.  Rawson  was  a  successful  teacher  of  much  ability  and  has 
had  liberal  training  in  music  and  the  languages.  Two  sons  have  been  born  of 
this  marriage:  Benson  Charles,  who  died  in  infancy;  and  Homer  Elbert,  nine¬ 
teen  years  of  age,  now  a  student  in  Harvard. 

Mrs.  Rawson  has  not  only  largely  filled  in  an  ideal  manner  the  position  of 
wife  and  mother  in  her  own  household  but  has  also  been  in  fullest  measure  a  help¬ 
mate  to  her  husband.  She  possesses  that  resourcefulness  not  infrequently  found 
in  women  that  enables  them  when  the  emergency  demands  to  take  up  new  work. 
Among  the  women  of  Iowa  who  have  won  signal  success  in  business  she  is 
notable.  She  was  at  one  time  secretary  of  the  companv  of  which  Mr.  Rawson 
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is  the  president  and  rendered  him  no  inconsiderable  aid  in  making  it  one  of  the 
strongest  insurance  companies  of  the  middle  west.  She  afterward  became  vice 
president  and  since  her  husband’s  failing  health  has  represented  him  in  the  capac¬ 
ity  of  president  of  the  company.  Her  remarkable  work  in  the  development  of  this 
great  undertaking  and  her  equally  successful  effort  in  its  management  and  con¬ 
trol  bespeak  her  a  woman  of  superior  business  ability,  capacity  and  intellectual 
and  executive  force.  It  has  been  said  by  one  who  has  been  a  close  observer  of 
her  connection  with  business  interests  that  she  “is  succeeding  by  the  same  meth¬ 
ods  exactly  which  are  employed  by  men  and  adding  to  this  her  woman’s  tact  and 
patience.  All  the  while  she  is  a  lovely  and  gracious  home-maker  and  mother, 
a  queen  in  society,  loved  and  honored  by  her  friends  and  actively  interested  in 
the  social,  charitable  and  civic  life  of  the  community.  The  splendid  discipline 
of  her  offices  is  but  another  expression  of  her  capacity  as  a  home-maker  and 
proves  that  a  woman  can  use  effectively  in  business  the  same  methods  pursued 
in  a  comfortable  and  attractive  home." 

Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rawson  hold  membership  in  Plymouth  Congregational 
church  and  Mr.  Rawson  is  in  entire  sympathy  with  the  fraternal  spirit  and 
purposes  of  the  Odd  Fellows,  Woodmen  and  Knights  of  Pythias  lodges,  in  all 
of  which  he  holds  membership.  Something  of  the  nature  of  his  recreation  is 
indicated  in  the  fact  that  he  belongs  to  the  Golf  and  Country  Club.  In  politics 
he  is  a  stanch  republican,  believing  firmly  in  the  principles  of  the  party  and  is 
one  of  the  influential  members  of  the  widely  known  Grant  Club  of  Des  Moines, 
yet  the  honors  and  emoluments  of  office  have  no  attraction  for  him.  In  matters 
of  citizenship,  however,  he  stands  among  the  foremost  of  those  who  are  aiding 
most  largely  in  the  work  of  municipal  progress  and  improvement.  No  project 
or  measure  for  the  public  good  seeks  his  aid  in  vain  and  his  cooperation  is  of  a 
most  substantial  character.  Moreover,  he  knows  the  living  issues  and  feels  the 
palpitating  poetry  of  politics.  He  and  his  wife  are  prominent  in  the  social  cir¬ 
cles  of  the  city.  Their  home,  The  Oaks,  on  Arlington  avenue,  is  a  stately  man¬ 
sion,  surrounded  by  fine  old  trees  and  spacious  grounds,  and  while  one  of  the 
handsome  residences  of  the  city,  it  is  also  one  of  the  most  hospitable. 


JUDGE  LAWRENCE  DE  GRAFF. 

Because  of  his  special  ability  in  a  profession  that  calls  for  the  brightest 
talent  Judge  Lawrence  De  Graff  was  chosen  to  fill  the  responsible  position 
he  now  occupies  upon  the  bench  of  the  ninth  judicial  district  of  Iowa.  Although 
not  yet  forty  years  of  age  he  has  attained  an  enviable  reputation  as  a  jurist,  and 
he  justly  ranks  high  in  the  estimation  of  the  practicing  attorneys  of  Polk  county 
and  of  litigants  seeking  in  the  courts  their  just  rights.  He  comes  of  Dutch  and 
English  ancestry  and  was  born  at  Apple  River,  Jo  Daviess  county,  Illinois,  June 
24,  1871,  the  son  of  Hiram  and  Sarah  (Eplett)  De  Graff,  the  former  of  whom 
departed  this  life  August  9,  1891,  and  the  latter  on  May  25,  1910.  There  were 
two  children  in  the  family  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  De  Graff,  Lawrence,  and  Ella. 

Judge  De  Graff  received  his  preliminary  education  in  the  public  schools  of 
his  native  town,  graduating  from  the  high  school  in  1888.  after  which  he  en¬ 
tered  Dixon  College  at  Dixon,  Illinois,  graduating  with  the  title  of  A.  B.  in  1894. 
Becoming  a  student  of  the  University  of  Chicago,  he  gained  the  degree  of  Ph. 
B.  in  1898.  He  began  the  study  of  law  in  the  office  of  Judge  W.  T.  Hodson, 
of  Galena,  and  was  graduated  in  1896,  from  the  Northern  Illinois  College  of 
Law  with  the  degree  of  L.L.  B.  He  also  holds  the  degree  of  L.L.  M.  from 
the  same  college.  He  was  principal  of  the  high  school  at  Galena,  Illinois,  from 
1892  to  1893.  He  also  served  in  a  similar  capacity  in  the  North  Dixon  high 
school  for  two  years.  After  graduating  in  law  he  entered  the  office  of  ludge 
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judson  F.  Going,  of  Chicago,  with  whom  he  was  associated  for  nearly  two 
years. 

In  1898  he  came  to  Des  Moines  and  accepted  a  position  as  secretary  and 
instructor  in  law,  in  the  Highland  Park  College  of  Law,  which  position  he  occu¬ 
pied  for  four  years,  engaging  in  active  practice  in  this  city  in  1901  as  a  member  of 
the  law  firm  of  Miller,  Wallingford  &  De  Graff.  In  1904  he  was  appointed  assist¬ 
ant  attorney  general  of  the  state  of  Iowa,  continuing  in  this  position  until  Janu¬ 
ary  1,  1907,  when  he.  became  county  attorney  of  Polk  county.  He  discharged  the 
duties  and  responsibilities  of  that  office  with  such  satisfaction  that  on  January 
1,  1910,  he  was  appointed  by  Governor  B.  F.  Carroll  as  judge  of  the  district 
court  of  the  ninth  judicial  district,  and  in  November  of  the  same  year  was 
elected  to  the  office  by  the  highest  vote  polled  in  the  county.  His  present  term 
expires  in  January,  1915.  Judge  De  Graff  is  the  author  of  two  books,  “Out¬ 
lines  and  Principles  of  American  Government,”  and  “Introductory  Studies  in 
Economics,”  used  principally  in  class  .work  in  colleges.  These  works  were  is¬ 
sued  in  1898  and  1899  and  have  met  with  high  commendation  from  teachers  in 
different  parts  of  the  country. 

On  the  14th  day  of  August,  1901,  at  Des  Moines,  Judge  De  Graff  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Grace  L.  Clark,  a  daughter  of  Almon  Clark,  a  well 
known  farmer  and  stock-raiser  of  Earlham,  Iowa.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  De  Graff  are 
the  parents  of  one  child,  Lawrence  Jr.,  who  was  born  July  17,  1909. 

Judge  De  Graff  is  a  member  of  the  State  Bar  Association  and  the  Polk 
County  Bar  Association.  Politically  he  gives  his  allegiance  to  the  republican 
party  and  socially  he  is  identified  with  Capital  Lodge,  No.  no,  A.  F.  &  A.  M., 
the  Knights  of  Pythias,  the  Red  Men,  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America,  the 
Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks  and  the  Grant  Club.  His  religious  be¬ 
lief  is  indicated  by  membership  in  the  Methodist  church.  He  has  a  genial  and 
pleasing  address,  which  has  made  him  highly  popular  in  the  community  of  which 
he  is  a  valued  member.  He  is  alert,  capable,  energetic  and  public-spirited,  and 
can  always  be  depended  upon  to  lend  assistance  to  any  movement  which  in  his 
opinion  will  promote  the  permanent  welfare  of  the  city.  He  is  justly  numbered 
among  the  prominent  and  progressive  men  of  Des  Moines  and  the  unanimous 
sentiment  of  his  friends  is  that  he  has  acquitted  himself  with  the  greatest  pos¬ 
sible  credit  in  the  responsible  office  he  now  fills. 


JOHN  M.  ME  PI  AN. 

There  has  been  no  evolution  or  development  in  educational  work  so  marked 
as  is  that  seen  in  the  commercial  or  industrial  world,  and  Professor  John  M. 
Mehan  was  prominent  among  those  who  have  given  impetus  to  the  work  of  edu¬ 
cation  in  Iowa,  especially  in  meeting  the  demand  of  the  business  world  for 
thoroughly  trained  and  competent  employes  whose  qualifications  are  based  upon 
practical  instruction  in  the  methods  of  business  life.  As  president  of  the  Capital 
City  Commercial  College  he  was  one  of  the  best  known  residents  of  the  city 
and  occupied  a  prominent  place  in  Des  Moines.  He  was  born  in  Virginia  in 
1853  and  lost  his  parents  during  his  early  youth  so  that,  thrown  upon  his  own 
resources,  he  was  deprived  of  the  advantages  of  a  higher  education.  When  a 
young  man  he  went  to  the  west  and  spent  several  years  in  prospecting  in  Col¬ 
orado  and  Montana.  During  a  portion  of  this  time  success  attended  him  so 
that  he  accumulated  some  capital.  At  length  he  left  the  mining  regions  to  re¬ 
turn  to  the  Mississippi  valley  and  about  thirty  years  ago  located  in  Union 
county,  Iowa,  where  he  resided  until  early  in  the  ’80s  when  he  came  to  Des 
Moines.  Here  he  established  the  Capital  City  Commercial  College  soon  after 
his  arrival  and  devoted  all  of  his  time  to  the  upbuilding  of  the  school,  his  labors 
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resulting  in  the  development  of  the  greatest  institution  of  the  kind  in  the  state. 
He  planned  a  thorough,  systematic  course  of  study  to  meet  the  demands  for 
wide  training  for  business  and  the  excellence  of  the  course  which  could  be 
pursued  in  his  school  led  to  the  rapid  and  substantial  growth  of  the  institution 
until,  in  1900,  there  were  enrolled  eighteen  hundred  pupils.  Moreover,  he  es¬ 
tablished  the  school  upon  such  excellent  lines  and  surrounded  himself  with  such 
an  efficient  corps  of  assistants  and  teachers,  that  the  work  has  been  continued 
since  his  death  and  the  college  is  still  growing.  In  1888  he  was  joined  by  W. 
H.  McCauley  in  a  partnership  that  was  maintained  until  the  death  of  Profes¬ 
sor  Mehan,  Mr.  McCauley  becoming  vice  president  of  the  company  with  Pro¬ 
fessor  Mehan  as  president.  The  original  location  of  the  school  was  the  second 
floor  of  the  old  block  at  the  corner  of  Sixth  and  Locust  streets.  When  the 
Young  Men’s  Christian  Association  building  was  erected  the  Capital  City  Com¬ 
mercial  College  sought  quarters  therein  and  was  still  situated  there  at  the  time 
of  Professor  Mehan's  death,  but  since  the  college  has  erected  a  building  for 
its  own  use  on  Tenth  street  between  Locust  and  Walnut.  As  the  school  pros¬ 
pered,  bringing  him  in  a  desirable  annual  revenue,  Air.  Mehan  made  invest¬ 
ment  in  other  enterprises,  becoming  the  owner  of  considerable  stock  in  the 
Grand  Avenue  Savings  Bank,  in  the  Iowa  Loan  &  Savings  Association  and  in 
other  business  interests.  Mr.  Mehan  was  the  founder  of  the  Midland  newspaper 
in  Des  Moines. 

Soon  after  removing  to  LTiion  county  Mr.  Mehan  was  married  to  Miss  Nettie 
Yedder  Weatherby,  of  Creston,  Iowa,  and  to  them  were  born  two  children,  John 
C.,  of  Chicago;  and  Jetta  C.,  the  wife  of  Marcellus  Zinsmaster,  of  Des  Moines. 
Mrs.  Mehan  lived  but  a  few  years  after  her  marriage  and  in  1887  Mr.  Mehan 
married  again,  his  second  union  being  with  Miss  Flora  Ickis,  of  Afton.  He 
was  ever  devoted  to  the  welfare  of  his  family  and  found  his  greatest  happiness 
in  promoting  the  interests  of  his  wife  and  children. 

He  was  a  very  active  and  helpful  member  of  the  Central  Presb}  terian  church 
and  his  belief  in  its  teachings  was  exemplified  in  his  daily  conduct.  He  also  be¬ 
longed  to  Capital  Lodge,  No.  no,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  attained  the  thirty-second 
degree  of  the  Scottish  Rite  in  Des  Moines  Consistory.  He  was  ever  a  worthy 
exemplar  of  the  craft  and  enjoyed  in  full  measure  the  confidence  and  good  will 
of  his  brethren  of  the  fraternity.  In  all  of  his  life  he  was  actuated  by  a  spirit 
of  helpfulness.  The  establishment  and  conduct  of  the  Capital  City  Commercial 
College  was  not  merely  to  him  a  source  of  income  but  an  opportunity  to  assist 
others.  He  was  especially  interested  in  young  people  and  sought  their  advance¬ 
ment  and  to  them  gave  aid  in  many  ways  that  could  never  be  compensated  for 
by  tuition  or  financial  returns.  He  sought  to  give  to  his  pupils  a  clear,  correct 
idea  of  life,  its  opportunities  and  its  values,  and  his  own  history  was  an  in¬ 
spiration  to  those  who  came  in  contact  with  him  for  his  progress  was  attributable 
entirely  to  his  own  worth  and  the  development  of  his  native  powers. 


CORBIN  A.  DANA. 

For  nearly  twenty  years  engaged  in  the  real-estate  business  in  Des  Moines 
Corbin  A.  Dana  is  widely  known  and  has  not  only  won  a  competence  in  his 
vocation,  but  has  a  host  of  friends  who  recognize  his  personal  worth.  He  was 
born  on  the  spot  where  the  town  of  Aurora,  Iowa,  now  stands,  November  17, 
1865,  the  son  of  William  and  Elizabeth  (Watson)  Dana,  the  latter  of  whom  was 
born  at  Windham,  Vermont,  in  1837,  and  passed  away  in  1881. 

The  father  was  born  at  Rutland,  Vermont,  October  12,  1800.  He  devoted 
the  active  years  of  his  life  to  farming  and  died  in  1879.  There  were  eleven 
children  in  the  family  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dana,  five  of  whom  died  in  childhood. 
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The  others  were:  Thesta,  now  the  wife  of  Sidney  Hadsell,  of  Fresno,  California; 
Lucy,  the  wife  of  A.  W.  Field,  of  Enid,  Oklahoma;  Ira  who  married  Rose 
Vosburg  and  died  leaving  two  daughters  who  are  living  in  California ;  Carrie, 
also  deceased;  Corbin  A.,  the  subject  of  this  review;  and  Fannie,  the  wife  of 
Knowlton  Kent,  of  Hanaford,  Illinois. 

Corbin  A.  Dana  received  his  early  education  in  the  common  schools  of 
P)iichanan  and  Fayette  counties,  Iowa.  He  continued  upon  the  home  farm 
until  twenty  years  of  age  and  then  began  clerking  in  a  drug  store  at  West 
Union,  Iowa,  and  later  established  the  first  drug  store  in  the  town  of  Belle 
Fourche,  South  Dakota.  In  1892  he  came  to  Des  Moines  and  entered 'the  real- 
estate  business.  He  now  occupies  offices  at  Nos.  317  and  319  Locust  street  and 
carries  on  a  large  general  real-estate  business,  specializing  in  exchange  business, 
in  which  he  has  attained  a  goodly  measure  of  success.  He  is  also  manager,  sec¬ 
retary  and  treasurer  of  the  Central  Chemical  Company,  one  of  the  well  estab¬ 
lished  firms  of  this  city. 

On  the  17th  day  of  August,  1887,  Mr.  Dana  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Harriet  L.  Scofield,  who  was  born  at  Janesville,  Wisconsin  a  daughter  of  P. 
D.  Frances  L.  (Loveland)  Scofield.  The  family  has  a  Revolutionary  history, 
as  two  of  the  uncles  of  the  father  participated  in  the  Revolutionary  war ;  other 
relatives  of  the  maternal  branch  on  the  father’s  side  served  in  the  same  war. 

In  religious  belief  Mr.  Dana  affiliates  with  the  Baptist  church  and  politically 
he  is  identified  with  the  democratic  party.  He  has  not  sought  the  honors  of 
public  office,  as  he  prefers  to  devote  his  time  and  attention  to  his  private  busi¬ 
ness.  He  has  a  wide  acquaintance  among  the  members  of  various  fraternities, 
being  identified  with  the  Masons,  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  the  Woodmen  of 
the  World.  He  has  assisted  very  materially  in  the  development  of  the  city, 
and  as  his  business  methods  have  always  been  thoroughly  honorable  and  re¬ 
liable,  his  success  is  most  gratifying.  He  is  one  of  the  widely  known  real- 
estate  men  of  Des  Moines  and  also  a  genial,  open-hearted  gentleman,  whom  to 
know  is  to  honor  and  esteem. 


GEORGE  L.  BARQUIST. 

George  L.  Barquist,  president  of  the  St.  John  &  Barquist  Company,  con¬ 
ducting  a  sheet  metal  work  and  general  roofing  business,  their  enterprise  being 
the  most  extensive  of  this  character  in  the  state,  is  numbered  among  those 
business  men  to  whom  the  opportunities  and  advantages  of  the  new  world  have 
constituted  the  path  of  success.  Industrious  and  determined,  he  never  feared 
to  venture  where  favoring  opportunity  led  the  way,  but  has  steadily  progressed 
until  he  occupies  a  prominent  position  in  industrial  circles,  his  labors  constituting 
a  forceful  factor  in  its  prosperity  as  well  as  individual  advancement.  Born  May 
23,  1849,  Sweden  claims  him  among  her  native  sons,  although  in  his  youthful 
days  he  came  to  America,  with  his  parents,  John  and  Margaret  Barquist,  set¬ 
tling  near  Stratford,  Iowa.  There  for  a  period  he  was  identified  wich  farming 
interests  but  in  1867  he  came  to  Des  Moines  and  was  apprenticed  to  learn  the 
tinsmith’s  trade  which  he  followed  for  a  number  of  years,  gradually  working 
his  way  upward  until  he  was  made  foreman  for  Compret  &  Stark,  in  hardware 
and  sheet  metal  work.  He  had  charge  of  their  contract  department  and  so  con¬ 
tinued  until  his  industry  and  careful  expenditure  had  brought  to  him  a  sub¬ 
stantial  capital  to  enable  him  to  engage  in  business  on  his  own  account  in  part¬ 
nership  with  Clifford  Newman  under  the  firm  name  of  Barquist  &  Newman, 
hardware  and  sheet  metal  manufacturers.  The  business  was  continued  with 
changes  in  the  partnership,  however,  leading  to  the  adoption  of  the  firm  style 
of  Barquist  &  Moore.  Some  time  afterward  he  became  one  of  the  organizers 
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of  the  St.  John  &  Barquist  Company,  Inc.,  and  was  chosen  president  upon  the 
company’s  incorporation  in  1889.  Mr.  St.  John  retired  about  1906,  but  the  bus¬ 
iness  is  still  carried  on  under  the  name  of  the  St.  John  &  Barquist  Company. 
They  draw  their  patronage  from  all  parts  of  the  United  States,  although  prin¬ 
cipally  from  western  territory,  and  are  the  largest  firm  operating  in  their  par¬ 
ticular  line  in  the  state  of  Iowa,  conducting  a  general  roofing  and  sheet  metal 
work  business,  in  which  connection  they  employ  from  fifteen  to  forty  skilled 
workmen.  They  are  careful  to  secure  the  services  of  only  the  most  capable 
men  and  the  work  therefore  done  under  contract  with  them  is  of  most  excellent 
character,  proving  at  the  same  time  eminently  satisfactory  to  their  many  patrons. 

In  Des  Moines,  in  1877,  Mr.  Barquist  was  married  to  Miss  Hattie  Cooney, 
who  was  born  in  Galena,  Illinois.  They  have  one  son,  Harry  L.  whose  birth 
occurred  in  Des  Moines,  October  31,  1879.  He  was  educated  in  the  public  and 
high  schools  of  Des  Moines  and  his  first  business  engagement  was  with  Lederer, 
Strauss  &  Company,  wholesale  milliners,  as  general  utility  boy.  He  continued 
with  that  house  for  several  years  and  then  entered  his  father’s  business,  taking 
up  clerical  work.  He  was  taught  drafting  and  has  been  with  his  father  con¬ 
tinuously  since,  being  now  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  St.  John  &  Barquist 
Company.  He  was  married  Tune  26,  1904,  in  Des  Moines,  to  Miss  Josephine 
Ogden,  who  was  born  in  Leon,  Iowa,  a  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  William 
Ogden. 

Both  father  and  son  are  supporters  of  the  republican  party  and  both  hold 
membership  with  the  Odd  Fellows  Society  and  the  Benevolent  and  Protective 
Order  of  Elks.  George  L.  Barquist  is  also  a  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity, 
and  his  son  belong  to  the  Hyperion,  Field  and  Motor  Clubs.  Their  religious 
faith  is  that  of  the  English  Lutheran  church  and  both  have  made  for  themselves 
creditable  positions  in  business  circles  and  their  business  connections  constitute 
a  strong  firm,  the  experience  and  sound  judgment  of  the  father  being  supple¬ 
mented  by  the  enthusiasm  and  enterprise  of  the  younger  man.  Both  have  de¬ 
pended  upon  their  own  resources  and  capability  for  success  and  their  "intelligently 
directed  labor  has  been  the  basis  of  their  commercial  progress. 


REV.  JOSEPH  WELLS. 

Among  the  citizens  of  Des  Moines  who  are  actively  engaged  in  religious 
work  must  be  numbered  the  Rev.  Joseph  Wells,  the  superintendent  of  the 
western  district  of  the  American  Sunday  School  Union.  A  native  of  England, 
his  birth  occurred  in  Middlesboro  on  the  21st  of  May,  1862.  The  father,  Henry 
Wells,  traced  his  ancestry  back  to  the  time  of  William  the  Conqueror,  at  which 
period  the  family  migrated  from  France.  The  mother  passed  away  during  the 
childhood  of  her  son  Joseph  but  the  father,  who  was  a  steel  and  iron  worker, 
came  to  the  United  States  in  1881  and  located  in  Cleveland,  Ohio,  where  he 
passed  away  in  1909. 

The  fundamental  education  of  the  Rev.  Joseph  Wells  was  acquired  in  his 
native  land,  where  he  spent  the  first  nineteen  years  of  his  life.  After  his  ar¬ 
rival  in  America,  however,  he  pursued  a  business  course  in  Cleveland  in  order 
to  acquire  a  more  practical  understanding  of  commercial  methods.  Later  he 
also  studied  salesmanship  in  the  Sheldon  School  at  Chicago.  He  early  identified 
himself  with  religious  work  and  in  1885  took  a  position  as  assistant  secretary 
of  the  Young  Men’s  Christian  Association  at  Council  Bluff’s,  Iowa.  He  con¬ 
tinued  to  be  engaged  in  this  capacity  for  two  years,  following  which  he  entered 
the  service  of  the  American  Sunday  School  Union  as  missionary  for  Potta¬ 
wattamie  county.  He  retained  this  position  for  five  years,  at  the  expiration  of 
which  period  he  accepted  the  pastorate  of  the  Silver  City  Baptist  church,  after 
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having  passed  the  examination  of  the  council  of  the  representative  Baptist 
churches. 

Mr.  Wells’  preliminary  theological  training  was  acquired  under  the  direction 
of  the  Rev.  H.  C.  Brotherton  of  Cleveland,  under  whom  he  was  converted,  and 
also  the  Rev.  D.  H.  Cooley,  D.  D.,  now  of  Morgan  Park,  Illinois.  Mr.  Wells’ 
practical  experience  as  an  organizer  most  ably  qualified  him  to  supervise  the 
upbuilding  of  any  parish  and  under  his  administration  the  membership  increased 
in  number  as  well  as  in  enthusiasm,  while  the  financial  condition  had  very  much 
improved  at  the  end  of  his  five  years’  pastorate.  In  1897  he  returned  to  the 
American  Sunday  School  Union  as  state  financial  missionary  and  six  years  later 
was  made  state  superintendent. 

He  continued  to  discharge  the  duties  of  this  office  until  the  1st  of  January, 
1911,  at  which  time  he  was  elected  to  his  present  office,  which  is  that  of  super¬ 
intendent  of  the  western  district.  This  district  comprises  the  states  of  Iowa, 
Nebraska,  Wyoming  and  South  Dakota.  In  1904  Mr.  Wells  attended  the  World’s 
Fourth  Sunday  School  Congress  which  convened  in  Jerusalem,  following  which 
he  made  a  prolonged  trip  through  Europe,  Asia  and  Africa,  remaining  away  a 
year.  He  carefully  studied  and  observed  the  habits  and  customs  of  the  people 
of  the  Orient  and  Holy  Land  and  after  his  return  prepared  a  lecture  which  he 
is  frequently  called  upon  to  deliver,  entitled :  “What  I  saw  in  the  Land  of  the 
Bible.” 

Mr.  Wells  married  Miss  Ella  S.  Scribner  of  Council  Bluffs,  a  daughter  of 
A.  N.  Scribner,  a  carriage  and  wagonmaker  now  residing  in  Des  Moines.  Mrs. 
Wells’  interests  are  identical  with  those  of  her  husband,  as  she  has  always  been  a 
most  enthusiastic  church  and  Sunday  school  worker.  She  expends  a  great  deal 
of  energy  in  the  church  and  Sunday  school  of  Calvary  Baptist  church,  with 
which  they  are  affiliated,  aside  from  which  she  devotes  considerable  time  to 
the  city  mission  and  the  Fresh  Air  Society.  The  latter  organization  owns  a 
home  thirty-five  miles  north  of  Des  Moines,  where  they  send  tired  mothers  and 
children  for  a  ten  days’  outing  in  the  summer,  making  about  four  trips  a 
year.  Upon  her  mother’s  side  Mrs.  Wells  is  descended  from  the  Pilgrim  Fathers, 
and  it  is  doubtless  to  them  she  can  attribute  her  intensely  religious  and  spiritual 
nature.  Four  children  have  been  born  unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wells,  three  of  whom 
are  living,  namely:  Paul  S.,  who  is  employed  by  the  Des  Moines  Electric 
Company ;  Joy  O.,  who  is  secretary  to  her  father ;  and  Ruth  J.,  who  is  still 
attending  school. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wells  are  both  people  whose  services  can  be  counted  upon  to 
advance  the  interest  of  every  movement  calculated  to  improve  the  spiritual  or 
moral  condition  of  the  community  in  which  they  reside.  They  are  public-spir¬ 
ited,  charitable  and  beneficent,  ever  striving  by  their  attitude  toward  humanity 
to  fulfill  the  teachings  of  the  Nazarene  and  always  being  willing  to  assist  by 
word  or  deed  those  who  appeal  to  them. 


F.  B.  STEWART. 

I 

F.  B.  Stewart,  who  for  the  past  four  years  has  been  engaged  in  business  at 
Des  Moines  as  a  dealer  in  bridge  materials,  has  built  up  quite  an  extensive  enter¬ 
prise  of  this  character.  His  birth  occurred  in  Lee  county,  Iowa,  on  the  26th 
of  August,  1859,  his  parents  being  Alexander  and  Mary  (Marsh)  Stewart,  the 
former  a  native  of  Athens,  Ohio,  and  the  latter  of  Maine.  The  father  came 
to  Iowa  in  the  late  ’40s  and  embarked  in  the  milling  business,  owning  and  ope¬ 
rating  several  flour  mills.  His  demise  occurred  in  Illinois  in  1894,  when  he 
had  attained  the  age  of  seventy-five  years. 
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F.  B.  Stewart  obtained  his  education  in  the  schools  of  his  native  county  and 
after  putting  aside  his  text-books  engaged  in  merchandising  in  Page  county  in 
partnership  with  his  father,  with  whom  he  was  thus  associated  from  1876  un¬ 
til  1879.  In  the  latter  year  he  went  to  Colorado  and  was  there  engaged  in  the  saw¬ 
mill  business  until  1882,  when  he  returned  to  Iowa,  locating  in  Des  Moines. 
Here  he  became  connected  with  the  lumber  business  as  a  representative  of  J.  M. 
Boyd  &  Company,  remaining  with  that  firm  for  several  years.  On  the  expira¬ 
tion  of  that  period  he  was  made  manager  of  the  firm  of  John  H.  Queal  &  Com¬ 
pany,  acting  in  that  capacity  for  thirteen  years  and  proving  himself  well  quali¬ 
fied  for  the  important  position.  He  next  identified  himself  with  the  Wheeler 
Bridge  Supply  Company  and  after  twelve  years’  connection  with  that  firm  felt 
that  his  experience  and  capital  justified  him  in  establishing  an  independent  enter¬ 
prise  of  this  character.  In  1907,  therefore,  he  embarked  in  business  as  a  dealer 
in  bridge  materials  and  his  activities  in  this  connection  have  met  with  continued 
success. 

In  1888,  at  Yankton,  South  Dakota,  Mr.  Stewart  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Miss  Florence  Bull,  a  native  of  Indiana,  by  whom  he  has  four  children :  S. 
A.,  Ruth,  Charlotte  and  Charles.  In  politics  Mr.  Stewart  is  an  independent 
republican,  not  feeling  himself  bound  by  party  ties.  Throughout  his  business 
career  he  has  endeavored  to  make  all  his  acts  and  commercial  moves  the  result 
of  definite  consideration  and  sound  judgment.  There  have  never  been  any 
great  ventures  or  risks  in  his  business  career,  but  by  honest,  slow-going,  de¬ 
pendable  business  methods  he  has  made  steady  progress,  his  course  at  all  times 
being  characterized  by  energy  and  good  system. 


WILLIAM  L.  WHITE. 

In  business  lines  William  L.  White  has  made  the  force  of  his  ability  and  in¬ 
dividuality  felt,  accomplishing  whatever  he  has  undertaken.  His  life  has  been 
one  of  intense  and  well  directed  activity  covering  a  period  of  forty-five  years 
in  the  shoe  business  in  Des  Moines. 

His  father,  Alvah  White,  was  born  in  Massachusetts  and  in  early  life  re¬ 
moved  to  Tennessee,  and  afterward  came  to  Oskaloosa,  Iowa,  at  a  very  early 
day,  being  numbered  among  the  pioneer  settlers  of  this  state.  He  followed  agri¬ 
cultural  pursuits  all  his  life  and  passed  away  about  1855.  Our  subject’s  mother, 
who  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Springer,  was  a  native  of  Kentucky. 

William  L.  White  was  born  in  Oskaloosa,  Mahaska  county,  Iowa,  on  the  13th 
of  January,  1845.  His  education  was  acquired  in  the  public  schools  of  that  city, 
he  remaining  upon  the  home  farm  until  February,  1864,  when  at  the  age  of 
nineteen  years  he  enlisted  at  Oskaloosa  as  a  private  in  the  Thirty-third  Regiment 
Iowa  Infantry,  and  served  about  twenty  months,  when  he  was  honorably  dis¬ 
charged. 

He  came  t<p  Des  Moines  in  1868  and  his  first  enterprise  was  when  he  en¬ 
gaged  in  the  dry-goods  business  with  Webb  Dart  but  in  this  he  remained  for  only 
a  short  time.  He  next  embarked  in  the  shoe  business  with  A.  C.  and  E.  Tal¬ 
bott  but  in  a  short  time,  feeling  capable  of  his  own  ability  to  conduct  a  business, 
he  entered  upon  an  independent  career.  For  the  past  forty-five  years  Mr. 
White  has  been  known  as  one  of  the  enterprising  and  successful  shoe  men  of 
Des  Moines,  who,  by  the  strictest  adherence  to  sound  business  principles  and  un¬ 
wavering  integrity,  has  attained  an  enviable  position  and  established  a  business 
that  ranks  second  to  none  in  Des  Moines  and  undoubtedly  in  the  state. 

Mr.  AVhite  is  a  stanch  Republican,  believing  in  the  policies  and  always  sup¬ 
porting  the  candidates  of  that  party  but  never  himself  seeking  the  emoluments 
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of  public  office  prefering  to  assist  those  whom  he  considers  most  adapted  to  and 
capable  of  faithful  public  service. 

He  is  a  charter  member  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias  of  Des  Moines,  a  valued 
brother  in  the  Benevolent  Protective  Order  of  Elks,  and  has  for  many  years 
been  a  member  of  the  R.  E.  C.  A.,  a  charitable  organization  whose  custom  it  was 
for  many  years  to  dress  in  white  at  Christmas  time  and  distribute  packages 
among  the  poor  but  later  gave  up  this  practice  and  now  hold  an  annual  banquet 
making  their  distributions  in  another  manner.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the 
Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  and  the  Loyal  Legion.  His  religious  affiliation  is 
with  the  Unitarian  church. 

On  the  31st  of  December,  1872,  in  the  city  of  Des  Moines,  was  solemnized 
the  marriage  of  Mr.  White  and  Miss  Ella  Clapp.  Miss  Clapp  is  a  daughter  of 
Edwin  Ruthven  and  Emily  (Boughton)  Clapp,  extensive  mention  of  whom  is 
made  in  another  part  of  this  work.  Their  home  has  been  blessed  by  the  birth  of 
five  children  as  follows:  Jane  Hosick,  born  September  26,  1873,  wedded  Dr. 
W.  N.  Schlawig,  of  Colorado,  where  they  now  reside;  Adelia,  born  July  11, 
1876,  and  married  Chester  H.  Atherton,  secretary  and  manager  of  the  Centaur 
Wire  &  Iron  Works  of  this  city,  and  they  have  one  son,  William  Herbert,  born 
July  27.  1904;  Alvah  C.,  born  April  18,  1878,  is  now  with  the  W.  L.  White  Shoe 
Company;  William  L.,  Jr.,  born  February  17,  1880,  is  also  in  the  same  store. 
He  is  married  and  has  three  daughters:  Ella  Ruthven,  born  November  20,  1900; 
Helen  Elizabeth,  born  October  20,  1902;  and  Margaret  Jane,  whose  birth  oc¬ 
curred  October  17,  1904.  Helen,  born  November  1,  1886,  is  the  wife  of  C.  Ray 
Brand  of  Des  Moines,  and  they  make  their  home  in  this  city. 

Not  to  be  omitted  in  the  record  of  William  L.  White  is  his  home  life.  Al¬ 
though  having  endless  business  cares  as  befall  a  man  of  his  position  he  has  al¬ 
ways  been  a  lover  of  his  home  and  would  gladly  at  any  time  remain  absent  from 
a  social  function  to  spend  a  quiet  evening  at  home  with  his  family. 

Such  in  brief  is  the  life  history  of  William  L.  White,  one  of  the  oldest  mer¬ 
chants  of  Des  Moines  and  still  one  of  the  youngest  men,  active,  alert  and  pro¬ 
gressive,  to  whom  opportunity  has  meant  the  open  door  to  success,  using  wisely 
the  advantages  which  come  to  him  and  creating  them  when  none  have  seemed  ap¬ 
parent,  he  has  steadily  pushed  forward  toward  the  goal  of  prosperity  and  has 
won  his  advancement  in  those  lines  which  contribute  to  business  activity  and 
therefore  to  the  commercial  stability  of  the  city,  county  and  state. 


EDWARD  ELISHA  DORR,  M.  D. 

Ready  at  all  times  to  meet  the  urgency  of  the  hour,  advancing  step  by  step 
in  his  professional  and  business  career,  Dr.  Dorr  is  today  recognized  as  one  of 
the  eminent  members  of  the  medical  profession,  not  only  of  Des  Moines  but 
of  Iowa,  and  is  equally  well  known  as  a  forceful  factor  in  business  circles.  He 
is  a  native  of  Valparaiso,  Indiana,  a  son  of  Joseph  M.  and  Jullietta  B.  (Reynolds) 
Dorr  and  a  descendant  of  Captain  Mathew  Dorr,  who  was  a  soldier  of  the 
Revolution  and  later  a  member  of  the  Ohio  militia.  Joseph  M.  Dorr  came  to 
Iowa  in  1853,  settling  in  Warren  county.  He  returned  to  complete  his  educa¬ 
tion  at  DePauw  University  of  Indiana  and  afterward  engaged  in  the  practice  of 
law  at  Valparaiso  until  1863,  when  he  came  to  Des  Moines,  the  family  joining 
him  in  the  capital  city  in  May,  1864. 

Thus  it  was  that  Dr.  Dorr  became  a  pupil  in  the  public  schools  of  Des 
Moines  and  later  in  the  pursuance  of  his  education  attended  the  State  University 
of  Iowa,  being  graduated  from  the  medical  department  in  March,  1889.  He 
did  postgraduate  work  in  Vienna,  Austria,  in  1889  and  1890  and  in  Chicago 
in  1896.  Following  his  sojourn  abroad  he  returned  to  this  city  and  opened  an 
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office.  Here  he  has  since  engaged  in  practice  with  constantly  increasing  ability. 
He  has  not  sought  by  leaps  and  bounds  to  reach  the  goal  of  success  and  emi¬ 
nence  but  has  been  content  to  move  forward  steadily  but  surely,  equipping  him¬ 
self  for  the  onerous  duties  of  the  profession  by  broad  study  and  research  and 
learning  from  daily  experience  the  lessons  to  be  gleaned  therefrom.  His  stand¬ 
ing  is  indicated  by  the  honors  that  have  been  conferred  upon  him  by  the  pro¬ 
fession.  He  was  chosen  counsellor  of  the  seventh  district  of  the  Iowa  State 
Medical  Society  in  1903  and  filled  the  position  until  1908.  In  1900  he  was 
elected  to  the  presidency  of  the  Des  Moines  Pathological  Society  and  in  1905 
to  the  presidency  of  the  Polk  County  Medical  Society.  In  the  same  year  he  was 
made  a  delegate  to  the  American  Medical  Association  and  filled  the  position 
again  in  1907.  Since  1900  he  has  been  the  editor  of  the  Iowa  Medical  Journal 
and  in  this  connection  is  most  widely  and  prominently  known  by  reason  of  the 
worth  of  the  Journal  as  a  contribution  to  the  medical  literature  of  the  age. 
He  has  also  displayed  keen  insight  into  business  affairs  and  is  secretary- 
treasurer  of  the  Dorr  Investment  Company  and  secretary  of  the  Lincoln  Place 
Company,  in  which  connection  he  is  developing  and  improving  valuable  property 
interests  and  also  contributing  to  the  upbuilding  of  the  city. 

Dr.  Dorr  is  now  filling  the  office  of  lieutenant  on  the  medical  reserve  corps 
of  the  United  States  army  by  appointment  of  President  Taft,  who  called  him 
to  the  position  in  April,  1909.  In  more  strictly  political  lines  he  is  well  known 
for  he  has  been  active  in  the  republican  party  and  a  worker  for  all  that  has 
to  do  with  practical  reform  and  improvement  in  municipal  affairs.  He  was  a 
stanch  advocate  of  the  Des  Moines  plan  of  city  government  and  his  coopera¬ 
tion  has  been  equally  effective  in  other  lines  of  advancement.  He  served  as 
alderman  of  the  city  from  1900  until  1902,  was  city  physician  in  1894-95,  and 
county  physician  from  1893  until  1895.  He  has  belonged  to  the  Grant  Club 
since  1892  and  is  well  known  as  a  factor  in  the  social  circles  of  the  city,  having 
been  the  first  president  of  the  Waveland  Park  Golf  Club  and  secretary  and 
treasurer  of  the  Iowa  Golf  Association.  This  indicates  the  nature  of  his  chief 
recreation  as  he  is  an  enthusiast  on  the  subject  of  golf.  Fraternally  he  is  con¬ 
nected  with  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America, 
and  is  also  a  member  of  the  Sons  of  the  American  Revolution  and  numerous 
other  organizations. 

On  the  7th  of  January,  1891,  Dr.  Dorr  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Mil¬ 
dred  Redhead,  a  daughter  of  Hon.  Wesley  Redhead,  of  Des  Moines,  who  died 
in  1892  and  on  the  19th  of  February,  1896,  Dr.  Dorr  wedded  Mary  Newman, 
a  daughter  of  George  C.  Newman  and  a  sister  of  O.  P.  Newman,  editor  of  the 
Washington  Times.  They  have  one  child,  Newman  Dorr,  still  in  school.  Dr. 
Dorr  is  today  one  of  the  best  known  citizens  of  Des  Moines  because  of  his 
extensive  and  prominent  connection  with  professional,  public  and  social  in¬ 
terests.  His  life  has  been  characterized  by  a  continuous  development  along 
the  lines  that  make  him  a  forceful  and  honored  factor  in  the  community  and 
few  residents  of  Des  Moines  have  a  wider  circle  of  friends. 


JACOB  L.  SHEUERMAN. 

The  manufacturing  interests  of  Des  Moines  are  ably  represented  by  Jacob 
L.  Sheuerman,  secretary  and  general  manager  of  the  Capital  City  Woolen  Mills. 
Although  he  is  not  yet  thirty-five  years  of  age,  he  occupies  a  position  of  large 
responsibility,  whose  duties  he  has  discharged  with  a  promptness  and  efficiency 
that  met  the  cordial  approval  of  all  persons  interested.  He  is  a  native  of  Iowa, 
and  was  born  at  Marengo,  August  8,  1876,  a  son  of  Leopold  Sheuerman,  a 
record  of  whom  appears  elsewhere  in  this  work. 
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Jacob  L.  Sheuerman  was  given  by  hE  parents  every  desirable  opportunity 
of  education.  He  attended  the  public  schools,  and  aftei  graduating  troin  the 
Des  Moines  High  School  in  1895,  matriculated  in  the  State  University  of  Iowa, 
where  he  continued  for  three  years,  when  he  received  an  oiler  to  enter  the 
service  of  Sears,  Roebuck  &  Company,  a  large  mail  oidei  house  of  Chicago. 
The  opportunity  was  too  tempting  to  an  ambitious  young  man  to  be  0’s  ei  looked, 
and  although  it  was  quite  a  sacrifice,  he  gave  up  his  studies  at  the  university 
in  the  last  year  of  his  course  and  went  to  Chicago. 

After  spending  three  years  in  the  advertising  department  of  the  Chicago 
company,  during  which  time  he  gained  experience  that  has  proven  of  great 
value,  he  returned  to  Des  Moines,  and  became  permanently  connected  with  his 
father’s  large  establishment,  the  Capital  City  Woolen  Mills.  This  is  the 
third  largest  concern  of  the  kind  in  the  United  States.  It  manufactuies 
raw  material  into  cloth,  which  is  then  made  up  into  finished  garments  for  wear¬ 
ing  apparel  for  women,  dhe  house  maintains  nineteen  traveling  salesmen, 
whose  territory  includes  the  principal  states  of  the  west,  and  employs  six  hun¬ 
dred  and  eighty  persons.  As  its  secretary  and  manager,  Mr.  Sheuerman  ha9 
exhibited  remarkable  tact  and  judgment  and  the  business  has  each  year  shown 
increasing  returns  upon  the  investment.  He  has  the  ability  in  an  unusual  de¬ 
gree  of  applying  practical  methods,  thus  producing  large  results,  which  are 
to  be  witnessed  in  the  large  and  growing  activities  at  the  mills. 

On  the  7th  day  of  October,  1903,  Mr.  Sheuerman  was  united  in  marriage 
at  Iowa  City,  Iowa,  to  Miss  Myra  Bloom,  a  daughter  of  Moses  and  Sarah 
Bloom.  The  father  attained  an  enviable  reputation  in  politics,  serving  as  state 
senator  for  a  number  of  terms.  He  is  now  deceased.  The  beloved  mother  is 
still  residing  at  the  old  homestead  at  Iowa  City.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sheuerman  have 
no  children  of  their  own,  but  have  an  adopted  son,  Richard  Sheuerman. 

Politically,  Mr.  Sheuerman  is  numbered  among  the  progressive  republicans. 
He  and  his  wife  give  their  adherence  to  the  Jewish  religion,  and  are  valued 
members  of  the  Jewish  temple.  He  holds  membership  in  the  Commercial  and 
Hyperion  Clubs.  He  is  an  up-to-date  business  man,  alert,  enterprising,  broad¬ 
minded,  thoroughly  informed  as  to  every  detail  of  his  calling,  and  capable,  on 
account  of  his  natural  talents,  education  and  experience,  of  meeting  any  emer¬ 
gency  that  arises  in  the  course  of  his  daily  duties.  He  has  the  confidence  and 
esteem  of  the  employes  of  the  large  establishment  of  which  he  is  manager — an 
additional  evidence  of  his  genuine  worth.  In  business  he  has  made  a  highly 
creditable  record,  but  even  more  creditable  is  his  loyalty  to  any  cause  he  con¬ 
siders  right,  for  neither  fear  nor  favor  induces  him  to  swerve  from  what  he 
believes  to  be  just  and  true. 


CHARLES  H.  MORRISON. 

Few  lines  of  business  in  modern  times  have  shown  such  a  remarkable  growth 
as  the  automobile  industry,  and  it  has  now  reached  a  development  which  was  not 
dreamed  possible  even  by  the  wildest  enthusiasts  ten  years  ago.  The  auto  has 
become  a  necessity  to  thousands  of  persons  in  America,  and  this  fact  has  been 
recognized  by  bright  young  men  who  have  undertaken  the  responsibility  of  dis¬ 
tributing  these  wonderful  machines  to  the  many  customers  throughout  the  coun¬ 
try  who  are  able  to  pay  for  them.  Charles  H.  Morrison  is  one  of  the  well  known 
auto  men  of  Des  'Moines,  and  the  success  he  has  attained  in  securing  patrons 
in  the  past  few  years  is  evidence  that  he  applies  intelligence  and  energy7  to  h:s 
vocation. 

He  was  born  in  Pennsylvania,  February  10,  1882,  a  son  of  J.  M.  and  Cath¬ 
erine  (Kolb)  Morrison,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  the  Keystone  state.  The 
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mother  was  born  in  1858  and  the  father  in  1856.  He  is  now  engaged  in  the 
automobile  business.  The  paternal  grandfather  was  a  soldier  of  the  Civil  war, 
serving  in  a  Pennsylvania  regiment,  and  was  present  at  the  battle  of  Gettysburg. 

Charles  H.  Morrison  came  with  his  parents  to  Iowa  and  received  his  pre¬ 
liminary  education  in  the  public  schools  of  Ida  Grove,  subsequently  becoming 
a  student  in  the  high  school  of  the  same  town.  After  graduating  from  the  high 
school,  in  1902,  he  pursued  a  medical  course  in  the  State  University,  and  then 
carried  his  studies  still  farther  at  Drake  University.  He  established  the  first 
automobile  livery  in  Des  Moines,  in  1906,  and  has  ever  since  been  engaged  in 
the  automobile  business,  managing  an  exclusive  livery  establishment  and  also 
selling  the  Mitchell  and  Thomas  machines. 

On  the  25th  of  November,  1909,  Mr.  Morrison  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Miss  Alma  Matthews,  born  at  Denver,  Colorado,  a  daughter  of  George  and 
Anna  Matthews.  The  mother  is  deceased,  but  the  father  is  a  ranch  owner  of 
Colorado. 

Mr.  Morrison  received  a  liberal  education  in  his  earlier  years  and.  no  doubt, 
he  has  been  very  greatly  assisted  in  his  business  by  the  knowledge  he  gained 
through  study  in  high  school  and  college.  He  has  a  fine  address  and  is  a  fluent 
and  convincing  talker.  Morever,  he  understands  the  automobile  and  he  firmly 
believes  in  its  necessity  and  great  importance  to  modern  life.  His  activities  are 
limited  only  by  the  field  in  which  he  operates  and  they  have  produced  very  sat¬ 
isfactory  financial  returns.  While  living  at  Ida  Grove  he  identified  himself  with 
the  Church  of  God  and  he  still  retains  his  membership  there.  Politically  he  is 
an  earnest  republican,  and  fraternally  he  is  connected  with  the  Odd  Fellows. 


WILLIAM  L.  SHEPARD. 

Des  Moines  is  well  known  as  an  insurance  center,  several  of  the  strong  and 
growing  insurance  companies  having  headquarters  in  this  city,  from  which  point 
in  radiating  lines  their  business  interests  reach  out  to  all  parts  of  the  country. 
Among  the  leading  companies  operating  here  is  the  Central  Life  Assurance 
Society,  of  which  William  L.  Shepard  is  the  vice  president.  He  was  born  in 
Bloomfield,  Ontario  county,  New  York,  June  13,  1856,  a  son  of  Luther  and 
Elizabeth  (Fairchild)  Shepard.  The  mother  died  in  July,  1869,  but  the  father 
long  survived  and  passed  away  in  1896.  He  was  a  merchant  and  miller,  and 
in  1873  he  the  east  to  become  a  resident  of  Des  Moines,  where  he  resided 
until  1876,  at  which  time  he  took  up  his  abode  in  Yillisca,  Iowa,  where  he  re¬ 
mained  until  his  death.  He  was  a  native  of  New  Hampshire  but  lived  for  many 
years  in  New  York  before  removing  to  the  Mississippi  valley.  The  Shepard 
family  is  of  Scotch-Irish  descent.  The  Fairchild  family  was  founded  in  America 
by  those  who  left  England  and  settled  in  Barnstable,  Massachusetts,  in  1628. 
Among  their  descendants  were  those  who  served  in  the  patriot  army  in  the 
Revolutionary  war. 

William  L.  Shepard  was  a  pupil  in  the  Bloomfield  (New  York)  Academy  to 
the  age  of  fifteen  years,  when  he  started  out  in  the  business  world  as  a  clerk 
in  a  general  mercantile  store  of  his  native  city,  being  thus  employed  for  two 
years.  Following  the  removal  of  his  father  to  Iowa  he  obtained  his  first  position 
in  Des  Moines  with  George  Bugbee,  proprietor  of  a  retail  dry-goods  house,  who 
was  one  of  the  pioneer  merchants  of  this  city.  Later  he  clerked  for  William 
W.  Moore,  a  dealer  in  dry  goods  at  Des  Moines,  spending  three  years  with  the 
two  firms.  In  1876  his  father  removed  to  Villisca,  Montgomery  county,  Iowa, 
where  he  engaged  in  general  merchandising  in  partnership  with  his  son  under 
the  firm  name  of  L.  Shepard  &  Son.  They  continued  together  for  ten  years,  at 
the  end  of  which  time  the  father  retired,  William  L.  Shepard,  however,  carry- 
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ing  on  the  business  for  another  six  years.  In  1892  he  returned  to  Des  Moines 
and  engaged  in  the  wholesale  shoe  business  with  Frederick  Field  under  the  firm 
style  of  Frederick  Field  &  Company,  wholesale  dealers  in  boots  and  shoes.  A 
year  later  their  house  and  stock  were  destroyed  by  fire  and  the  business  was 
discontinued.  Mr.  Shepard  then  became  cashier  of  the  American  Savings  Bank 
which  position  he  filled  for  three  years.  On  severing  his  active  connection  with 
the  bank  he  became  secretary  of  the  Iowa  Lithograph  Company  but  a  year  later 
entered  into  active  connection  with  the  grain  trade,  becoming  secretary  of  the 
Des  Moines  Elevator  Company.  He  was  allied  with  that  enterprise  until  1905, 
when  he  disposed  of  his  interest  and  removed  to  Spokane,  Washington,  where 
he  remained  for  a  year.  In  1906,  however,  he  again  came  to  Des  Moines  and 
since  that  time  has  bent  his  energies  to  administrative  direction  in  insurance 
circles  as  the  vice  president  of  the  Central  Life  Assurance  Society.  He  had  been 
nominally  the  vice  president  of  the  company  for  five  years  prior  to  that  time  but 
in  1906  became  an  active  factor  in  its  management,  and  his  judgment,  enterprise 
and  labors  have  since  been  factors  in  its  successful  control. 

On  the  1st  of  August,  1878,  in  Villisca,  Iowa,  Mr.  Shepard  was  married  to 
Miss  Lulu  Tracy,  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  and  they  have  two  living  children: 
Gail,  who  was  born  in  Villisca  and  is  now  the  wife  of  Clarence  Bell  and  a  resident 
of  Carlsbad,  New  Mexico;  and  Ruth,  who  is  the  wife  of  Dr.  J.  F.  McKitrick,  of 
Des  Moines.  The  parents  are  members  of  the  Unitarian  church.  In  fact  Mr. 
Shepard  is  at  all  times  somewhat  independent  in  thought  and  action,  believing  in 
the  right  to  form  his  opinions  according  to  his  judgment  and  observations  and 
at  the  same  time  according  to  others  the  same  right.  He  is,  therefore,  not  allied 
with  any  political  party  but  votes  as  his  judgment  dictates.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  different  Masonic  bodies-  and  a  past  eminent  commander  of  Temple  Com- 
mandery,  K.  T.  He  holds  membership  with  the  Grant  and  Golf  and  Country 
Clubs.  In  business  life  he  has  won  for  himself  a  creditable  position  that  brings 
to  him  substantial  financial  returns  and  at  the  same  time  indicates  the  power 
and  ability  which  he  displays  in  the  control  and  management  of  important 
interests. 


MATHEW  L.  TURNER,  M.  D. 

Dr.  Mathew  L.  Turner,  holding  to  high  professional  standards  and  striving 
at  all  times  to  increase  the  value  of  his  professional  services  through  his  wide 
reading  and  research,  has  for  a  number  of  years  been  accounted  one  of  the  most 
progressive  and  successful  practitioners  of  Des  Moines.  He  was  born  in  Potta¬ 
wattamie  county,  Iowa,  on  the  17th  of  March,  1865,  a  son  of  Jerome  and  Mar¬ 
garet  (Perry)  Turner,  the  former  of  Scotch  and  the  latter  of  English  lineage. 
The  father,  a  native  of  Ohio,  removed  from  that  state  to  Iowa  in  "1859,  casting 
his  lot  with  the  early  residents  of  Pottawattamie  county,  where  he  secured  a  tract 
of  land  and  engaged  in  farming.  He  died  in  January,  1904,  while  his  wife,  a 
native  of  Pennsylvania,  passed  away  in  February,  1884. 

At  the  usual  age  Dr.  Turner  became  a  pupil  in  the  public  schools  of  his 
native  county  and  there  continued  his  studies  at  intervals  until  he  had  attained 
his  majority.  Subsequently  he  matriculated  in  De  Pauw  University  at  Green- 
castle,  Indiana,  pursuing  the  liberal  arts  course,  and  with  broad  general  knowl¬ 
edge  to  serve  as  the  foundation  upon  which  to  rear  the  superstructure  of  pro¬ 
fessional  learning,  he  entered  the  Medical  College  of  Indiana,  from  which  he 
was  graduated  with  valedictorian  honors  as  a  member  of  the  class  of  1896.  He 
was  located  for  practice  at  Griswold,  Iowa,  where  he  remained  for  six  years, 
coming  thence  to  Des  Moines  in  1902.  In  the  intervening  period  of  nine  years 
he  has  followed  his  profession  in  the  capital  city  and  postgraduate  work  has 
further  qualified  him  for  the  onerous  duties  which  devolve  upon  him.  In  1900 
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he  attended  the  Post  Graduate  School  of  Chicago,  and  again,  in  1909,  pursued  a 
course  there.  He  has  a  very  large  and  steady  practice  and  is  accounted  one  of 
the  leading  physicians  of  Des  Moines.  His  ability  is  based  upon  a  thorough 
scientific  knowledge  of  medicine  and  surgery  and  his  experience  has  covered  a 
wide  range  in  practice.  Anything  that  tends  to  bring  to  man  the  key  to  the 
complex  mystery  which  we  call  life  is  of  interest  to  him,  and  he  conforms  his 
practice  at  all  times  to  a  high  standard  of  professional  ethics.  Limited  financial 
resources  hampered  him  at  the  outset,  for  he  was  a  poor  boy  and  worked  his 
own  way  through  school.  Laudable  ambition,  supplementing  determined  purpose 
and  unfaltering  perseverance,  has  won  him  continuous  advancement  and  he 
stands  today  in  a  position  which  might  well  be  envied  by  the  great  majority  of 
the  representatives  of  the  medical  profession.  Aside  from  his  practice  he  has 
large  holdings  in  realty,  stocks  and  other  investments. 

Dr.  Turner  is  a  prominent  Mason,  holding  membership  in  Capital  Lodge,  No. 
no,  F.  &  A.  M.,  the  Royal  Arch  Chapter,  the  Knight  Templar  Commandery  and 
the  Mystic  Shrine,  and  in  the  lodge  he  has  served  as  senior  warden.  He  also 
has  membership  relations  with  the  Yeomen,  Modern  Woodmen,  the  Court  of 
Honor  and  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  and  in  the  last  named  is  a  past  chancellor. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Country  and  University  clubs.  His  political  allegiance 
is  given  to  the  republican  party  and  like  most  men  of  strong  intellectual  develop¬ 
ment  he  is  well  informed  on  all  the  vital  questions  and  general  interests  of  the 
day,  yet  his  attention  chiefly  centers  upon  his  professional  duties,  which  are  dis¬ 
charged  with  a  conscientious  sense  of  obligation  and  an  ability  that  renders  him 
one  of  the  distinguished  leaders  of  the  medical  profession  in  Des  Moines. 


JOSEPH  SHELDON  GLADSTONE. 

Joseph  Sheldon  Gladstone,  successfully  engaged  in  the  real-estate  business  at 
Des  Moines,  is  numbered  among  the  city’s  most  substantial  and  esteemed  res¬ 
idents.  His  birth  occurred  in  Guyandotte,  Cabell  county,  West  Virginia,  on 
the  3d  of  October,  1876.  His  paternal  grandfather,  William  Gladstone,  ran  the 
first  freight  train  on  the  Stockton  &  Darlington  Railroad,  the  first  railroad  that 
was  built  in  England  or  the  world.  His  engine  was  called  Yough  Hall,  mean¬ 
ing  the  rough  haul,  for  in  those  days  engines  were  named  instead  of  numbered. 
The  Stockton  &  Darlington  Railroad  was  in  Durham  county,  England.  The 
grandmother  of  our  subject  on  his  father’s  side  was  a  first  cousin  of  Tames 
Watt,  who  first  discovered  the  power  of  steam. 

William  Sheldon  Gladstone,  the  father  of  Joseph  S.  Gladstone,  was  born 
at  Stockton-on-Tees,  Durham  county,  in  1843.  In  1857  he  was  apprenticed 
and  put  under  a  taskmaster,  to  learn  artistic  painting.  Following  his  emigra¬ 
tion  to  the  United  States  in  1864  he  worked  for  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad 
Company  until  1872.  Subsequently  he  accepted  the  position  of  general  fore¬ 
man  in  the  paint  department  of  the  Chesapeake  &  Ohio  Railway  Company  at 
Huntington,  West  Virginia,  the  general  foreman  in  those  days  purchasing  all 
the  supplies.  He  remained  in  the  service  of  the  Chesapeake  &  Ohio  Railway 
Company  until  called  to  his  final  rest  in  1899.  In  1874  he  had  wedded  Miss 
Elizabeth  Anne  Weaver,  born  at  Cottageville,  West  Virginia,  in  1856,  and  who 
still  survives  him.  Their  union  was  blessed  with  five  children,  as  follows : 
Joseph  Sheldon,  of  this  review ;  Robert  T.,  who  is  married  and  resides  at  Hunt¬ 
ington,  West  Virginia;  Ida  I.,  living  in  Chicago;  Virginia  T.,  the  wife  of  H.  E. 
Koontz,  of  Chicago ;  and  W.  F.,  who  is  married  and  also  makes  his  home  in 
Chicago. 

In  the  acquirement  of  an  education  Joseph  S.  Gladstone  attended  the  graded 
schools  of  Huntington,  West  Virginia,  and  also  pursued  a  business  course  in  the 
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Huntington  Commercial  School,  After  putting  aside  his  text-books  he  served 
an  apprenticeship  to  the  machinist’s  trade,  working  at  that  occupation  altogether 
for  fourteen  years  and  spending  the  greater  part  of  the  time  in  Huntington, 
West  Virginia.  From  there  he  went  to  Chariton,  Iowa,  where  he  was  made 
superintendent  of  the  Eureka  Manufacturing  Company,  manufacturers  of  agri¬ 
cultural  implements,  and  at  the  next  annual  meeting  was  elected  vice  president 
and  general  manager  of  the  concern.  Subsequently  he  removed  to  Humeston, 
Iowa,  and  there  became  managing  editor  of  the  Humeston  Advocate.  Later, 
coming  to  Des  Moines,  he  again  took  up  the  machinist’s  trade,  working  for  the 
Chicago  Great  Western  and  Rock  Island  Railroads,  as  well  as  in  some  of  the 
smaller  shops  of  the  city.  He  afterward  went  to  Pella,  Iowa,  as  private  secre¬ 
tary  to  H.  Rietveld,  a  banker  who  also  operated  coal  mines  and  was  engaged 
in  the  manufacture  of  brick  and  tile.  While  working  in  this  capacity  he  gained 
an  insight  into  the  real-estate  business  and  in  1905  began  operating  as  an  im¬ 
migration  agent  in  the  Panhandle  of  Texas.  Subsequently  he  embarked  in  bus¬ 
iness  on  his  own  account,  buying,  selling  and  exchanging  lands,  properties,  etc., 
and  now  has  a  large  clientage.  He  has  thoroughly  informed  himself  concern¬ 
ing  realty  values  and  its  appreciation  or  diminution  in  price  and  is  thus  enabled 
to  assist  his  clients  in  making  judicious  investments  and  profitable  sales.  He  is 
likewise  the  president  of  the  Hawkeye  Medicine  Company  of  Des  Moines.  His 
military  record  covers  service  as  quartermaster  sergeant  in  the  Second  Regiment 
of  West  Virginia  National  Guards. 

On  the  16th  of  March,  1898,  at  Ironton,  Ohio,  Mr.  Gladstone  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Miss  Gillie  Sadler,  a  daughter  of  R.  R.  and  Amanda  M.  (Thomas) 
Sadler,  who  came  to,  Iowa  from  Virginia  about  1898.  Mr.  Sadler  is  the  pub¬ 
lisher  of  the  Iowa  State  Baptist  Record  at  Pella  and  is  also  a  director  of  the 
Central  University  of  Iowa.  He  is  deeply  interested  in  affairs  concerning  the 
Baptist  church.  Mrs.  Gladstone  is  one  of  a  family  of  eight  children,  the  others 
being  as  follows:  R.  L. ;  L.  H. ;  Hoge ;  Leland ;  Nina,  the  wife  of  H.  P.  Van 
Gorp ;  Walker  L. ;  and  Emma  M.  Unto  our  subject  and  his  wife  have  been 
born  three  children :  William  Sheldon,  Elizabeth  Ardelia  and  Ota  Louise. 

In  politics  Mr.  Gladstone  is  a  republican,  while  in  religious  faith  he  is  an 
Episcopalian.  Fraternally  he  is  identified  with  the  Masons  and  the  Knights 
of  Pythias.  He  has  gained  many  stanch  friends  in  both  social  and  business  life 
and  his  record  is  a  creditable  one,  inasmuch  as  his  success  is  attributable  to  his 
own  labors. 


GEIS  BOTSFORD. 


Geis  Botsford,  the  secretary  of  the  Des  Moines  Commercial  Club,  has 
served  in  that  capacity  since  his  election  in  1908.  His  birth  occurred  at  Fort 
Dodge,  Iowa,  on  the  9th  of  April,  1870,  his  parents  being  Austin  N.  and  Mary 
(Scott)  Botsford,  of  New  York,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Connecticut. 
The  father  who  settled  in  Fort  Dodge  in  1867,  is  an  attorney  by  profession  and 
still  resides  at  that  place.  The  mother  has  passed  away. 

Geis  Botsford  obtained  his  education  in  the  public  schools  of  his  native  town, 
the  year  of  his  graduation  being  1888.  For  a  number  of  years  thereafter  he 
was  identified  with  journalistic  interests.  It  was  in  1889  that  he  began  work 
of  this  character  in  the  employ  of  John  F.  Duncomb,  a  prominent  democratic 
leader  of  the  state  and  owner  of  the  Fort  Dodge  Chronicle,  remaining  in  his 
service  until  1892.  During  the  next  five  years  he  was  connected  with  the  Sioux 
City  Journal,  while  in  1897  he  came  to  Des  Moines  and  identified  himself  with 
the  Leader.  He  remained  with  the  paper  for  about  seven  years,  acting  as  city 
editor,  reporter  and  advertising  manager.  Subsequently  he  was  connected  with 
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the  Interurban  Railroad  Company  and  also  the  Des  Moines  City  Railroad  Com¬ 
pany  in  the  publicity  and  passenger  department.  In  1908  he  was  elected  secre¬ 
tary  of  the  Commercial  Club  and  has  since  discharged  the  duties  devolving  upon 
him  in  this  connection  in  a  highly  satisfactory  and  commendable  manner. 

On  the  6th  of  September,  1899,  in  Des  Moines,  Mr.  Botsford  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Miss  Estella  E.  Van  Pelt,  a  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  F.  M.  Van 
Pelt,  who  were  pioneer  settlers  of  Warren  county.  Her  paternal  grandfather 
came  to  Iowa  in  1849,  locating  at  Indianola,  Warren  county. 

Politically  Mr.  Botsford  prefers  to  be  known  as  a  mugwump,  taking  an  in¬ 
dependent  stand  on  all  public  questions  and  issues.  His  religious  faith  is  in¬ 
dicated  by  his  membership  in  the  Episcopal  church,  while  his  wife  is  a  member 
of  the  Baptist  church.  They  are  well  known  socially  here  and  have  a  large 
circle  of  warm  friends  who  esteem  them  for  their  many  excellent  traits  of  char¬ 
acter  as  well  as  for  their  hospitality  and  kindly  spirit. 


GEORGE  WILLIAM  MAROUARDT. 

George  William  Marquardt,  merchant,  banker,  capitalist,  churchman,  philan¬ 
thropist  and  prominent  citizen  of  Des  Moines,  is  a  native  of  Germany.  He  was 
born  February  9,  1832,  a  son  of  George  William  and  Mary  (Bracht)  Marquardt, 
the  former  of  French  and  the  latter  of  German  lineage.  The  genealogy  of  the 
Marquardt  family  can  be  traced  back  to  1620,  and  in  one  of  the  old  German 
homes  the  tenth  generation  of  the  family  is  now  living.  The  parents  spent  their 
entire  lives  in  Germany,  where  the  father  was  engaged  in  farming. 

The  eldest  of  six  children,  George  W.  Marquardt  remained  a  member  of  the 
paternal  household  through  the  period  of  his  minority,  attending  the  public 
schools  until  fourteen  years  of  age,  when  he  entered  upon  a  four  years’  appren¬ 
ticeship  to  the  jeweler’s  trade.  Following  the  completion  of  his  term  of  inden¬ 
ture  he  was  employed  for  two  years  as  a  journeyman  but,  hearing  of  the  better 
opportunities  afforded  in  America,  he  took  passage  for  the  LTnited  States  in 
1852.  Soon  after  his  arrival  he  came  to  Iowa,  settling  in  Iowa  City,  which  was 
then  the  state  capital.  Within  a  short  time  he  engaged  in  the  jewelry  business 
on  his  own  account.  His  skill  as  a  watchmaker  and  his  capacity  as  a  business 
man  soon  brought  to  the  new  undertaking  a  gratifying  measure  of  success.  Con¬ 
tinuing  in  that  field  of  labor  until  1880,  he  then  sought  the  broader  opportunities 
of  a  larger  city  and  came  to  Des  Moines.  In  connection  with  his  sons  he  founded 
the  house  of  G.  W.  Marquardt  &  Sons,  wholesale  jewelers.  The  venture  was 
immediately  successful  and  was  continued  until  1896,  when  Mr.  Marquardt  with¬ 
drew  from  the  presidency,  turning  the  management  of  the  business  over  to  his 
sons,  who  removed  to  Chicago,  where  they  have  met  with  enviable  success.  In 
other  than  commercial  fields  Mr.  Marquardt  displayed  his  aptitude  for  success¬ 
ful  management  and  investment.  With  implicit  faith  in  the  future  of  Des  Moines 
he  early  began  investing  in  city  real  estate,  the  remarkable  advance  in  values  in 
recent  years  proving  the  soundness  of  his  judgment.  He  has  always  been  ready 
with  his  means  and  influence  in  promoting  any  project  that  meant  a  step  forward 
to  the  commercial  interests  of  the  city  or  state  and  has  been  active  in  the  promo¬ 
tion  of  various  manufacturing  industries.  He  has  likewise  been  prominently 
identified  with  banking,  serving  on  the  directorate  of  local  financial  institutions. 
He  was  the  founder  of  the  Marquardt  Savings  Bank  and  served  at  its  presi¬ 
dent  for  fifteen  years.  He  is  still  interested  as  a  stockholder  in  banks  in  several 
different  states  and  his  opinions  have  carried  weight  in  directors’  meetings  owing 
to  the  recognized  soundness  of  his  judgment.  Among  the  many  buildings  with 
which  he  has  improved  his  real-estate  holdings  is  the  Marquardt  building,  erected 
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in  1901,  and  his  operations  in  the  real-estate  held  have  been  an  element  in  the 
architectural  adornment  of  his  adopted  city. 

In  1859  Mr.  Marquardt  was  married  to  Miss  Kate  Kauffman,  a  daughter  of 
Christian  and  Esther  (Witmer)  Kauffman.  The  ancestors  of  the  Kauffman  fam¬ 
ily  in  America  came  to  the  new  world  in  1681,  settling  at  Germantown,  now  a 
part  of  Philadelphia.  Representatives  of  the  name  were  conspicuous  participants 
in  the  Revolutionary  war  and  have  been  more  or  less  active  in  public  affairs  in  va¬ 
rious  localities  since  that  day.  The  Witmer  ancestors,  who  were  Huguenots,  on 
coming  to  America  settled  in  Lancaster  county,  Pennsylvania,  in  1720.  They 
joined  the  Mennonite  church,  but  when  the  Methodist  church  was  organised  Mrs. 
Marquardt's  grandfather  became  one  of  the  pioneer  ministers.  Mrs.  Marquardt  is 
one  of  a  family  of  fourteen  children,  the  youngest  of  whom  died  at  the  age  of 
sixty  years.  By  her  marriage  she  became  the  mother  of  seven  children.  The 
eldest,  George  William,  Jr.,  is  an  alumnus  of  the  Iowa  Wesleyan  College  and 
the  father  of  another  George  William,  who  is  of  the  fourth  generation  bearing 
that  name  and  the  third  still  living.  C.  Grant,  the  second  son,  a  graduate  of  the 
Iowa  State  University,  is  also  married.  Effa  is  the  wife  of  W.  F.  Elliott,  a  son 
of  Judge  Elliott,  of  Indianapolis.  Lillian  is  the  widow  of  Crayke  Priestley. 
Harry  graduated  from  Harvard,  and  entered  the  law  department  of  Columbia 
University,  where  he  completed  his  course,  then  returned  home  and  became  iden¬ 
tified  with  his  father’s  bank,  in  which  he  continued  two  years,  or  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  in  1893.  Delia  is  the  wife  of  Harry  Cockshell.  One  child  of  the 
family  died  in  infancy. 

Politically  Mr.  Marquardt  is  a  Republican  but  has  never  taken  an  active  in¬ 
terest  in  political  affairs.  Fraternally  he  is  a  Knights  Templar  Mason  of  long 
standing.  Despite  important  and  varied  business  activities,  few  men  have  been 
more  liberal  with  their  time  and  means  toward  the  various  religious,  charitable 
and  educational  institutions  of  Des  Moines  than  Mr.  Marquardt,  who  has,  in¬ 
deed,  taken  an  active  and  helpful  interest  in  movements  and  projects  of  that 
character.  For  over  thirty-five  years  he  has  been  identified  with  the  Iowa  Wes¬ 
leyan  College  at  Mount  Pleasant,  serving  much  of  that  period  as  treasurer  and 
as  a  member  of  its  board  of  trustees  and  at  the  same  time  becoming  one  of  its 
chief  financial  supporters.  He  has  been  a  liberal  contributor  to  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  church  in  Des  Moines  and  to  the  Methodist  Hospital  of  this  city. 
He  served  for  years  as  a  member  and  is  now  president  of  the  board  of  trustees 
and  was  chairman  of  the  building  committee  during  the  erection  of  the  new 
Methodist  Episcopal  church,  one  of  the  finest  in  the  west.  Three  times  he  has 
been  chosen  a  delegate  to  the  general  conference  of  the  church.  He  is  one  of  the 
sturdy  characters  who  have  been  largely  responsible  for  the  commercial  and  civic 
development  of  Des  Moines,  giving  his  hearty  cooperation  and  financial  support 
to  any  project  looking  toward  advancement.  Alert,  clear  headed,  with  the  cour¬ 
age  of  his  convictions,  his  Teutonic  frankness,  genial  temperament  and  rugged 
honesty  have  won  for  him  the  confidence  and  esteem  of  his  fellow  citizens. 


MILO  W.  WARD. 

Milo  W.  Ward,  who  for  many  years  has  been  known  prominently  in  Des 
Moines  and  is  one  of  its  most  popular  citizens,  was  born  at  Lycoming,  New 
York,  November  21,  1845.  He  is  the  son  of  Reverend  Horatio  G.  and  Mary 
Warner  (Ladd)  Ward.  The  ancestors  of  the  Ward  family  belonged  to  the 
nobility  of  England  and  the  American  line  has  been  definitely  traced  to  Richard 
Ward,  of  Homersfield,  Suffolk  county,  England.  The  first  member  of  the  fam¬ 
ily  to  land  in  America  was  Andrew  Warde,  of  the  colony  of  Connecticut,  who 
named  the  town  of  Wettersfield  and  founded  Stamford.  He  died  at  Fairfield, 
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Connecticut,  having  gained  a  position  as  one  of  the  most  eminent  men  of  the 
colony.  Many  noted  Americans  have  belonged  to  this  family,  among  them  Henry 
Ward  Beecher  and  General  Joseph  Wheeler.  In  1905  descendants  of  the  family 
formed  an  organized  union  as  the  Andrew  Ward  Association,  which  is  now  in 
active  existence  and  includes  names  from  all  parts  of  the  Union. 

Grandfather  John  Ward  was  born  at  Bergen,  Genesee  county,  New  York. 
June  11,  1769,  and  died  in  September,  1859,  at  the  age  of  ninety  years.  He  was 
twice  married,  his  first  wife  being  Lucinda  Clark  and  his  second  Mrs.  Polly 
Warner.  Horatio  Gates  Ward,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  born  December 
17,  1808,  and  died  September  24,  1852.  He  became  quite  prominent  in  the  min¬ 
istry  in  New  York  state.  Mrs.  Ward,  the  mother  of  our  subject,  was  born 
October  15,  1815,  and  received  unusual  opportunities  of  education  for  a  woman 
in  the  early  half  of  the  nineteenth  century,  being  graduated  from  Oberlin  Col¬ 
lege.  She  was  a  woman  of  great  intelligence  and  the  possessor  of  many  rare 
qualities.  Her  death  occurred  at  Pasadena,  California,  February  26,  1909.  when 
in  her  ninety-fourth  year. 

Milo  W.  Ward  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  and  grew  up  under  the 
favoring  influences  of  a  happy  home  which  assisted  very  materially'  in  shaping 
his  future  career.  Even  before  reaching  the  age  of  manhood,  he  was  introduced 
to  the  stern  realities  of  life,  having  enlisted  in  Company  K,  One  Hundred  and 
Thirty-ninth  Illinois  Infantry,  in  which  he  served  for  six  months,  doing  a  great 
deal  of  guard  duty  and  also  assisting  in  the  suppression  of  guerrilla  warfare. 
At  seventeen  years  of  age  he  wore  the  stripes  of  a  corporal.  After  leaving  mil- 
itaryr  service  Mr.  Ward  resumed  his  studies,  matriculating  in  the  University  of 
Illinois  in  the  class  of  1872.  He  left  the  university^  before  completing  the  course 
owing  to  the  death  of  his  stepfather,  the  services  of  the  son  being  needed  for 
the  support  of  the  family.  For  six  months  he  served  as  United  States  commis¬ 
sioner  in  northern  Mississippi  and  then,  having  heard  of  the  possibilities  of  de¬ 
velopment  in  Iowa,  he  resigned  and  went  to  Winterset,  where  he  purchased  a 
drug  store  and  remained  for  four  years.  Removing  to  Des  Moines  he  engaged 
in  the  same  line  of  business  for  a  time  and  then  went  to  Montezuma,  Iowa,  and 
assisted  in  organizing  the  Bank  of  Montezuma,  of  which  he  became  vice  president. 

In  1879  he  once  more  took  up  his  residence  in  Des  Moines  and  entered  the 
wholesale  drug  business  with  his  brother,  C.  H.  Ward.  Later  they  consolidated 
with  the  Hulbert-Hess  Drug  Company,  under  the  incorporate  name  of  the  Hul- 
bert-Ward  Drug  Company,  and  Mr.  Ward  continued  with  this  concern  until 
1897  when  he  retired,  having  been  elected  secretary  of  the  Commercial  Club  of 
Des  Moines,  a  position  which  he  held  for  eleven  years  and  in  the  course  of 
which  time  he  was  largely  instrumental  in  placing  the  club  upon  a  permanent 
financial  basis.  At  the  time  he  took  the  office  the  club  was  heavily^  in  debt,  but 
when  he  resigned  it  had  a  large  surplus  in  the  treasury  and  all  obligations  had 
been  wiped  out.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Greater  Des  Moines  Committee  for 
the  first  three  years  of  its  organization.  He  is  now  connected  with  the  Inter- 
State  Advertising  Company^  of  which  he  was  one  of  the  organizers.  He  is  also 
a  director  of  the  Iowa  State  Traveling  Men’s  Association  and  was  secretary^  of 
the  Auditorium  Company  for  a  number  of  years. 

On  the  17th  dayr  of  January,  1873,  Mr.  Ward  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Susan  Wright  Drake,  a  daughter  of  Rev.  George  C.  Drake,  a  well  known  Episco¬ 
pal  clergyman  of  Lycoming,  New  York,  and  a  niece  of  Colonel  H.  J.  B.  Cum¬ 
mings,  of  Winterset,  Iowa.  Three  children  have  blessed  the  union  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Ward:  Clara  Louisa,  who  was  born  April  17,  1876;  George  H.,  who  was 
born  December  1,  1878,  and  is  now  associated  with  his  father  in  business;  and 
Helen  Mary,  who  was  born  in  June,  1882. 

Mr.  Ward  is  a  valued  member  of  the  Masonic  order,  the  Benevolent  and 
Protective  Order  of  Elks,  the  Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen,  the  Brother¬ 
hood  of  American  Yeomen,  and  Kinsman  Post,  G.  A.  R.,  serving  at  the  present 
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lime  as  commander  of  the  post.  He  is  a  prime  favorite  of  the  old  soldiers  and 
was  secretary  of  the  general  committee  of  the  Thirty-sixth  Annual  Encampment. 
Department  of  Iowa,  G.  A.  R.,  which  was  held  at  Des  Monies  in  June,  1910. 
Politically  he  is  in  hearty  sympathy  with  the  republican  party  and  socially  he  is 
connected  with  the  Grant,  Grand  View  and  Friday  Clubs.  He  is  a  firm  believer 
in  the  Bible  and  a  regular  attendant  at  St.  Mark’s  Episcopal  church.  The  career 
of  Mr.  Ward  has  been  one  of  untiring  industry.  Starting  out  at  an  early  age 
upon  his  own  responsibility,  he  soon  demonstrated  his  worth  and  he  has,  in  an 
unusual  degree  gained  and  retained  the  confidence  and  respect  of  all  with  whom 
he  lias  come  in  contact.  Today  he  is  recognized  as  one  of  the  most  useful  citizens 
of  Des  Moines — a  position  he  has  earned  by  many  years  of  unselfish  service. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ward  have  a  large  circle  of  friends  and  their  hospitable  home  is 
a  favorite  gathering  place  for  them  at  all  times. 


REV.  FRANK  F.  FITCH. 

Rev.  Frank  F.  Fitch,  the  general  secretary  of  the  Iowa  Sunday  School  Asso¬ 
ciation,  is  a  prominent  and  respected  resident  of  Des  Moines.  His  birth  oc¬ 
curred  in  Ohio  on  the  22 d  of  October,  1873,  his  parents  being  William  S.  and 

Anna  M.  (Leclcy)  Fitch.  The  father  is  a  direct  descendant  of  Rev.  James 

Fitch,  who  came  from  England  to  America  in  1622,  being  the  first  missionary 
sent  to  the  Indians  in  the  Connecticut  valley.  He  was  also  the  first  pastor  of  the 
Congregational  church  at  Norwich,  Connecticut.  Rev.  John  Fitch,  the  paternal 
grandfather  of  our  subject,  was  born  at  Pittsburg,  Pennsylvania,  in  1812,  and 
joined  the  old  Cincinnati  Methodist  Episcopal  Conference  in  1833,  being  in  the 
same  class  with  R.  S.  Foster  and  W.  P.  Strickland,  who  was  a  member  of  the 

general  conference  book  committee.  He  is  descended  from  Colonel  Elisha 

Fitch,  who  participated  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  belonging  to  the  Connecticut 
line  of  the  Continental  army,  also  Thomas  Fitch,  who  was  the  first  governor 
of  Connecticut  and  had  a  son  who  took  part  in  the  war  for  independence. 

William  S.  Fitch,  the  father  of  Frank  F.  Fitch,  enlisted  for  service  in  the 
Civil  war  as  a  member  of  the  Tenth  Ohio  Volunteer  Cavalry,  Twentieth  Corps 
of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland.  He  sustained  a  slight  wound  in  the  battle 
of  Atlanta  and  also  took  part  in  the  engagements  at  Nashville,  Lookout  Moun¬ 
tain  and  Goldsboro,  North  Carolina,  the  last  named  encounter  taking  place  just 
prior  to  Lee’s  surrender.  After  being  mustered  out  at  Washington,  D.  C.,  he 
returned  home,  having  to  his  credit  a  military  record  of  more  than  three  years’ 
duration.  In  1871  he  joined  the  Northern  Ohio  Conference.  His  wife,  who 
born  the  maiden  name  of  Anna  M.  Lecky,  was  of  Scotch  Irish  descent,  the 
family  settling  in  Pennsylvania  in  1732.  Her  great-grandfather  on  the  maternal 
side  was  Jeremiah  Kendall,  who  became  a  colonel  under  Mad  Anthony  Wayne. 
Another  of  her  relatives.  Colonel  William  Sprague,  came  to  the  United  States 
as  an  officer  in  the  British  army  but,  sympathizing  with  the  colonists,  joined 
Washington’s  forces  and  was  given  the  rank  of  colonel,  participating  in  the 
conflict  as  a  drillmaster.  He  was  among  the  landed  gentry  of  England  and  his 
estate  was  confiscated  by  the  English  government. 

After  completing  the  high  school  course  Frank  F.  Fitch  entered  the  Ohio 
Wesleyan  University  at  Delaware,  Ohio,  where  he  won  the  degree  of  Bachelor 
of  Arts  in  1896.  He  then  went  to  Boston  and  pursued  a  course  in  theology, 
graduating  with  the  class  of  1898.  Returning  to  Ohio  Wesleyan  University, 
that  institution  conferred  upon  him  the  degree  of  Master  of  Arts  in  1900.  In 
1898  he  was  made  an  elder  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church  and  was  sent 
to  take  charge  of  a  congregation  at  Tontogany,  Ohio,  where  he  was  ordained 
a  minister  by  Bishop  John  N.  Walden  in  1901.  In  T902  he  was  transferred  to 
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Marshall,  Texas,  as  pastor  of  the  First  Methodist  Episcopal  church.  In  1904 
he  was  transferred  to  St.  James,  Minnesota,  remaining  as  pastor  there  until 
September.  1907.  On  the  expiration  of  that  period  he  came  to  Des  Moines, 
Iowa,  and  was  made  general  secretary  of  Iowa  Sunday  School  Association.  In 
addition  to  his  duties  in  this  connection  he  likewise  edits  the  State  Sunday 
School  Helper.  He  fmds  recreation  in  the  raising  of  fancy  poultry  and  has  won 
many  premiums.  At  the  State  Poultry  Show  in  1910  his  Golden  Barred  Ply¬ 
mouth  Rocks  were  awarded  the  first  prize. 

In  1896  Rev.  Fitch  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Bertha  Clark,  a  daughter 
of  William  N.  Clark,  an  agriculturist  of  Caledonia,  Ohio.  It  is  believed  that  she 
is  a  descendant  of  Captain  Thomas  Clark,  the  first  mate  on  the  Mayflower. 
Unto  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Fitch  have  been  born  three  children:  Francis  William,  Fin¬ 
ley  Thomas  and  Margaret  Elizabeth. 

Politically  Rev.  Fitch  is  a  republican  with  strong  prohibition  tendencies.  Fra- 
ternally  he  is  identified  with  the  Masons,  belonging  to  Capital  Lodge,  No.  no, 
at  Des  Moines,  and  to  the  chapter  at  St.  James,  Minnesota.  He  is  also  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and  the  Knights  of  Pythias  at 
St.  fames.  His  wife  is  serving  as  secretary  of  the  State  Sunday  School  Teach¬ 
ers  Training  Association.  The  influence  of  the  Rev.  Fitch  has  been  a  potent 
element  in  the  moral  advancement  of  the  communities  in  which  he  has  labored 
and  will  undoubtedly  grow  steadily  stronger  with  the  passing  of  the  years. 


AMOS  W.  HARDING. 

Although  four  years  have  elapsed  since  the  passing  away  of  Amos  W.  Hard¬ 
ing  the  impress  of  his  personality  is  still  felt  in  the  community  where  he  resided 
for  so  many  years.  He  was  born  in  Herkimer  county,  New  York,  on  the  21st 
of  June,  1853,  and  was  a  son  of  Nathan  G.  and  Caroline  (Burgess)  Harding, 
the  former  a  native  of  New  York  state  and  the  latter  of  Connecticut.  The  par¬ 
ents  removed  to  Illinois  during  pioneer  days,  locating  upon  a  farm  near  Mon¬ 
mouth,  which  the  father  cultivated  for  many  years,  and  he  acquired  two  farms  of 
eighty  acres  each.  About  1865  he  removed  to  Monmouth  and  embarked  in  the 
lumber  business,  continuing  in  that  for  three  years,  during  which  time  he  was 
admitted  to  the  bar,  but  owing  to  trouble  with  his  eyes  he  never  practiced  very 
much.  Coming  to  Polk  county,  Iowa,  in  1878,  he  settled  on  four  hundred  acres  of 
land  which  he  purchased  in  Webster  township,  being  engaged  in  its  cultivation  until 
a  few  years  prior  to  his  death,  when  he  removed  to  Des  Moines.  He  returned  to 
the  farm,  after  a  year's  residence  in  the  capital  city,  and  there  he  passed  away 
in  December,  1905,  having  attained  the  venerable  age  of  eighty-seven  years. 
His  wife’s  demise  occurred  on  the  21st  of  July,  1901,  at  which  time  she  was  in 
her  eighty-first  year. 

Amos  W.  Harding  was  reared  at  home,  acquiring  his  preliminary  education 
in  the  district  schools  of  New  York  state,  this  being  supplemented,  after  the  re¬ 
moval  to  Monmouth,  Illinois,  by  a  collegiate  course.  After  completing  his  edu¬ 
cation  he  accepted  a  position  as  cashier  in  the  Monmouth  National  Bank,  which 
he  resigned  at  the  end  of  three  years,  owing  to  the  state  of  his  health.  Remov¬ 
ing  to  Iowa,  he  located  on  a  farm  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  which  he 
bought  in  Polk  county,  later  increasing  his  holdings  until  they  aggregated  three 
hundred  and  twenty  acres,  which  he  cultivated  until  1887.  Removing  to  Des 
Moines  he  engaged  in  the  dairy  and  ice  cream  business,  with  which  he  continued 
to  be  identified  for  nineteen  years,  and  then  disposed  of  his  interests  because  of 
failing  health.  Returning  to  the  farm,  he  engaged  in  its  cultivation  until  he 
passed  away  on  the  14th  of  February,  1907. 
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On  the  8th  of  April,  1882,  Mr.  Harding  married  Miss  Alma  J.  Marlett,  a 
daughter  of  George  S.  and  Emma  J.  (Baker)  Marlett,  natives  of  the  Empire 
state.  Her  father,  who  was  also  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits,  passed  away 
in  1873,  his  death  being  caused  by  an  accident  with  which  he  met  while  plowing. 
Her  mother  is  still  living  at  the  age  of  seventy-three  years  and  continues  to  make 
her  home  in  New  York  state.  Mrs.  Harding  acquired  her  education  in  the  dis¬ 
trict  schools  of  her  native  state  and,  being  an  only  daughter  and  her  mother  an 
invalid,  she  remained  at  home  until  her  marriage.  The  following  children  were 
born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harding:  Carrie  E.,  who  is  now  the  wife  of  F.  A.  Carson 
and  they  reside  at  No.  810  Buchanan  street,  Des  Moines.  Charles  H.,  born 
September  10,  1886,  was  married  February  22,  1911,  to  Frances  Caroline  Bau¬ 
man,  of  Webster  township,  Polk  county,  and  they  now  reside  in  Dallas  county, 
Iowa.  Jessie  E.,  who  was  born  in  1887,  died  at  the  age  of  four  years.  Robert 
A.,  born  May  2,  1893,  is  at  home  with  his  mother. 

The  religious  views  of  the  family  accord  with  those  of  the  Christian  denomi¬ 
nation,  of  which  Mr.  Harding  was  a  member  as  well  as  his  wife.  In  politics 
he  always  supported  the  men  and  measures  of  the  republican  party  and  took 
an  active  interest  in  public  affairs,  serving  as  justice  of  the  peace  for  four  years, 
during  which  time  he  discharged  the  duties  of  that  office  to  the  entire  satis¬ 
faction  of  all  concerned.  Being  quite  successful  in  his  business  ventures,  in 
addition  to  his  fine  farm  he  left  what  is  known  as  the  Harding  Block  at  No.  762 
Ninth  street,  Des  Moines.  This  property  Mrs.  Harding  has  recently  traded  for 
a  half  section  of  land  in  Hyde  county,  South  Dakota.  Among  her  highly  prized 
possessions  is  a  steel  print  of  the  famous  Grant  family,  which  is  a  rarity  as  it 
is  one  of  less  than  a  dozen  now  in  existence. 


JACOB  G.  BECK. 

Jacob  G.  Beck,  a  well  known  coal  dealer  conducting  business  at  Eighth  and 
Tuttle  streets  in  Des  Moines,  is  also  the  general  manager  and  a  stockholder  of 
the  Globe  Coal  Company.  His  birth  occurred  in  Boone,  Iowa,  on  the  21st  of 
August,  1868,  his  parents  being  Thomas  and  Elizabeth  (Bates)  Beck,  both  natives 
of  England.  The  father  was  born  in  Durham  county  on  the  27th  of  February. 
1844,  while  the  mother’s  natal  year  was  1846.  Thomas  Beck,  a  miner  and  mill 
man,  crossed  the  Atlantic  to  the  United  States  in  1864.  He  is  thoroughly  familiar 
with  mining  in  all  its  branches  and  is  now  a  mine  owner  of  Polk  county,  having 
resided  here  continuously  since  1868.  Unto  him  and  his  wife  were  born  nine 
children,  seven  of  whom  are  yet  living,  as  follows:  Ralph,  who  is  married  and 
lives  in  Des  Moines;  Jacob  G.,  of  this  review;  Fremont  L.  and  John  T.,  who  are 
also  married  and  reside  in  Des  Moines;  William  H.,  who  is  a  resident  of  Des 
Moines;  Alvin  J.,  who  is  married  and  makes  his  home  in  Des  Moines;  and 
Arthur,  at  home. 

Jacob  G.  Beck  acquired  his  education  in  the  public  schools  of  Des  Moines 
and  after  putting  aside  his  text-books  became  identified  with  mining  interests, 
which  have  claimed  his  attention  to  the  present  time.  He  is  now  the  general 
manager  of  the  Globe  Coal  Company  and  also  a  stockholder  in  the  concern. 
Their  largest  supply  of  coal  is  obtained  from  the  mines  at  Runnells,  Iowa,  while 
bituminous  coal  shipments  are  received  from  Maine,  Kentucky,  Indiana  and 
Illinois.  Their  anthracite  coal  is  shipped  from  Pennsylvania.  Mr.  Beck  is  care¬ 
ful  in  formulating  plans,  is  determined  in  their  execution  and  displays  keen 
foresight  in  managing  his  interests. 

On  the  25th  of  August,  1886,  Mr.  Beck  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Eliz¬ 
abeth  Spencer,  who  was  born  in  Des  Moines  on  the  15th  of  August,  1870,  her 
parents  being  David  and  Caroline  Spencer.  Our  subject  and  his  wife  now  have 
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five  children,  namely:  Walter  Arlie,  whose  natal  day  was  August  9,  1888,  and 
who  is  now  married:  Irene,  at  home;  Tom,  Fern  and  Edward,  all  of  whom  are 
attending  school.  Mr.  Beck  gives  his  political  allegiance  to  the  republican  party, 
while  fraternally  he  is  identified  with  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  the  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  the  Red  Men,  the  Owls  and  the  Eagles.  He  is  also  a 
member  of  the  Turners  Society.  He  has  resided,  in  Polk  county  throughout 
practically  his  entire  life  and  has  long  been  numbered  among  its  most  substantial 
and  esteemed  citizens. 


GEORGE  S.  MACREES. 

George  S.  Macrees,  the  proprietor  of  the  Des  Moines  Floral  Company,  was 
born  in  Athens,  Greece,  on  the  13th  of  June,  1880,  his  parents  being  Sateros  M. 
and  Mary  P.  (Keros)  Macrees,  who  are  likewise  natives  of  that  country.  Both 
are  still  residents  of  Greece,  the  father  having  now  attained  the  age  of  seventy-, 
eight  years,  while  the  mother  is  sixty-five  years  old.  Sateros  M.  Macrees,  who 
was  engaged  in  the  grocery  business  throughout  his  active  business  career,  is  now 
enjoying  honorable  retirement. 

George  S.  Macrees  was  reared  in  the  city  of  his  nativity  and  attended  the 
grammar  and  high  schools  in  the  acquirement  of  an  education.  Having  heard 
many  favorable  reports  concerning  the  opportunities  and  advantages  of  the  new 
world,  he  determined  to  try  his  fortune  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic  and  accordingly 
emigrated  to  the  United  States,  locating  in  New  York  city.  There  he  remained 
for  four  years,  working  as  a  florist.  Subsequently  he  removed  to  Chicago,  Illi¬ 
nois,  and  there  continued  to  reside  for  eight  years,  being  employed  at  the  florist's 
trade  and  also  being  engaged  in  business  on  his  own  account.  On  leaving  the 
western  metropolis  he  came  to  Des  Moines  in  1895,  here  securing  employment 
with  Lozier,  the  florist,  in  whose  employ  he  remained  for  four  years.  At  the 
expiration  of  that  period  he  bought  out  the  Rush  Floral  Company,  conducting 
the  business  until  he  disposed  of  it  in  1909.  In  December,  1910,  he  again  estab¬ 
lished  himself  in  business  at  the  corner  of  Sixth  and  Locust  streets,  where  he  is 
now  conducting  the  Des  Moines  Floral  Company  in  a  manner  that  insures  the 
continued  growth  and  success  of  the  enterprise. 

In  1898  Mr.  Macrees  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Lilly  Ulman,  a  daughter 
of  Frank  and  Mary  Ulman,  who  were  natives  of  Germany  and  came  to  America 
at  an  early  day,  locating  in  Des  Moines,  Iowa.  Frank  Ulman,  who  worked  as  a 
coal  miner  for  many  years,  passed  away  in  Des  ’Moines,  where  his  widow  still 
resides. 

Politically  Mr.  Macrees  is  a  stanch  republican,  while  in  religious  faith  both 
he  and  his  wife  are  Catholics.  His  fraternal  relations  are  with  the  Modern 
Woodmen  of  America.  His  residence  is  at  No.  419  Ninth  street.  The  hope  that 
led  him  to  leave  his  native  land  and  seek  a  home  in  America  has  been  more  than 
realized.  He  found  the  opportunities  he  sought — which,  by  the  way,  are  always 
open  to  every  ambitious,  energetic  man — and  making  the  best  of  these  he  has 
steadily  worked  his  way  up  the  ladder  of  success. 


CARLTON  B.  PRAY. 

. 

For  a  period  of  more  than  twenty-five  years  the  Pray  family  have  been 
prominently  identified  with  the  insurance  interests  of  Des  Moines,  the  connec¬ 
tion  being  continued  through  Carlton  B.  Pray,  the  treasurer  of  the  Royal  Union 
Mutual  Life.  A  native  of  Iowa  his  birth  occurred  in  Webster  City  on  the 
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16th  of  May,  1870,  his  parents  being  Gilbert  B.  and  Marie  B.  Pray.  The  father, 
who  was  born  in  Michigan  City,  Indiana,  came  to  Iowa  with  his  parents  in  the 
pioneer  days,  from  which  time  until  his  demise  on  the  28th  of  February,  1909, 
his  interests  were  always  centered  in  the  Hawkeye  state.  Mr.  Pray,  who  had 
served  in  the  Civil  war,  was  a  lawyer,  a  state  official  and  a  business  man  at 
various  times  in  his  career  and  most  capably  discharged  the  responsibilities  of 
each  of  these  vocations. 

The  early  years  of  Carlton  B.  Pray  were  spent  amid  the  refining  influences 
of  a  comfortable  and  cultured  home,  his  education  being  obtained  in  the  com¬ 
mon  schools  of  his  native  town.  Upon  graduating  from  the  local  high  school 
he  entered  the  employ  of  a  lumber  company,  with  which  he  continued  to  be 
identified  for  three  years.  During  that  period  he  acquired  quite  a  comprehen¬ 
sive  understanding  of  practical  business  methods  and  in  1891  accepted  a  posi¬ 
tion  in  the  purchasing  department  of  the  Chicago  &  North  Western  Railroad 
Company,  remaining  there  for  seven  years.  At  the  expiration  of  that  period, 
acting  upon  the  advice  of  his  father  he  identified  himself  with  the  Royal  Union 
Mutual  Life  Insurance  Company  of  Des  Moines.  After  spending  nine  years 
in  the  various  departments  of  this  company,  through  which  means  he  thoroughly 
familiarized  himself  with  every  detail  of  the  business,  he  was  appointed  treas¬ 
urer.  In  addition  to  his  official  capacity  in  the  executive  department  of  the 
company  he  is  also  one  of  the  directors,  as  well  as  a  director  of  the  Corn  Ex¬ 
change  Savings  Bank  of  Elkhart,  Iowa. 

At  Lake  City,  Iowa,  on  the  12th  of  June,  1901,  Mr.  Pray  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Miss  Mary  A.  McPherson,  a  daughter  of  Alexander  McPherson,  a 
native  of  Scotland.  One  child  has  been  born  of  this  union,  a  son,  Richard  M. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pray  affiliate  with  the  Presbyterian  church,  while  fraternally  he 
is  identified  with  the  Masonic  order,  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  the  Hyperion 
Field  and  Motor  Club. 

His  political  support  Mr.  Pray  always  accords  the  republican  party.  How¬ 
ever,  as  he  does  not  aspire  to  public  honors  or  the  emoluments  of  office  he  does 
not  actively  participate  in  civic  affairs  of  a  governmental  nature  further  than 
the  casting  of  his  ballot.  During  the  period  of  his  residence  here  he  has  come  to 
be  regarded  as  a  capable  and  trustworthy  business  man  and  is  esteemed  by  all 
who  meet  or  come  in  contact  with  him  in  any  capacity. 


HUGH  GILMER  WELPTON,  M.  D. 

Dr.  Hugh  Gilmer  Welpton,  the  oldest  son  of  James  S.  and  Henrietta  Welp- 
ton,  was  born  in  Salem,  Iowa,  September  5,  1870/  The  ancestral  line  on  his 
father’s  side  can  be  traced  back  to  England,  whence  representatives  of  that  name 
came  to  America  during  the  period  of  the  Revolutionary  war  and  settled  in  New 
York.  His  mother  is  of  Irish  lineage,  her  people  having  come  from  Belfast, 
Ireland.  They  first  settled  in  .Virginia  and  later  the  family  became  represented 
in  Kentucky.  On  both  sides  his  ancestry  fought  for  national  liberty  in  the 
Revolutionary  war.  His  maternal  grandfather,  Dr.  Campbell  Gilmer,  was  one 
of  the  pioneer  physicians  of  this  state,  settling  near  Fort  Madison,  Iowa,  in  1832. 
Dr.  Gilmer  had  served  under  his  cousin,  General  Taylor,  in  the  War  of  1812 
and  later  in  the  Mexican  war.  The  doctor’s  father,  James  S.  Welpton,  was 
born  in  Indiana  and  became  a  resident  of  Iowa  in  1845.  He  was  a  lawyer  by 
profession,  but  in  his  later  years  followed  agricultural  pursuits.  In  1869  he  mar¬ 
ried  Henrietta  Gilmer.  The  death  of  James  S.  Welpton  occurred  April  17,  1905, 
but  his  widow  is  still  living  and  makes  her  home  in  Denver,  Colorado. 

After  leaving  the  public  schools,  H.  G.  Welpton’s  preparatory  education  was 
acquired  at  Whittier  Academy  and  his  college  course  was  taken  at  Drake  Uni- 
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versity.  Taking  the  medical  course  at  Drake  University,  too,  he  was  graduated 
there  with  the  degree  of  M.  D.  in  the  class  of  1897.  after  which  he  pursued  post¬ 
graduate  courses  in  hospitals  and  dispensaries  of  Chicago  and  New  York.  After 
leaving  New  York  he  engaged  in  medical  work  under  the  F.  C.  M.  S.  in  China 
for  two  years.  On  returning  to  America  in  1900  he  again  pursued  post-graduate 
studies  for  one  year,  after  which  he  located  in  Des  Moines  for  the  practice  of 
his  profession.  Since  then  he  has  taken  special  courses  of  surgical  pathology 
in  Harvard  University  and  in  Europe.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Polk  County 
Medical  Society,  the  Iowa  State  Medical  Society,  the  American  Medical  Asso¬ 
ciation  and  the  Des  Moines  Pathological  Society. 

On  the  1 2th  of  November,  1903,  in  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  Dr.  Welpton  was 
married  to  Miss  Bonnie  Jewett,  a  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  George  A.  Jewett, 
early  residents  of  this  city.  Dr.  Welpton’s  life  measures  up  in  all  respects  to  a 
high  standard  of  manhood  and  citizenship  and  his  record  reflects  credit  upon 
the  city  of  his  birth  and  the  city  of  his  adoption. 


N.  J.  MILLER. 

Among  the  public  officials  of  Des  Moines  there  is  no  record  of  more  faithful 
and  conscientious  service  than  that  of  N.  J.  Miller,  who  for  twenty-two  years 
filled'  the  position  of  superintendent  of  mails.  A  man  of  sterling  character, 
unquestionable  integrity  proven  by  years  of  faithful  service  in  a  most  important 
government  position,  easy  of  approach,  kindly  but  dignified  in  appearance, 
determined  in  all  his  undertakings,  a  true  husband  and  a  kind  father,  such  was 
the  life  of  N.  J.  Miller. 

He  was  born  in  Connersville,  Indiana,  June  13,  1839.  His  father,  James 
Miller,  a  native  of  Kentucky,  was  a  resident  of  Indiana  for  about  forty  years 
and  in  1856  removed  to  Des  Moines,  becoming  one  of  the  pioneer  grain  dealers 
of  this  city,  where  he  remained  for  about  a  half  century,  his  death  occurring 
on  the  1st  of  January,  1901,  when  he  was  eighty-six  years  of  age.  He  mar¬ 
ried  Jane  Lower,  who  was  born  in  Indiana  and  has  also  passed  away.  He 
was  of  Scotch-Irish  descent,  while  his  wife  was  of  German  and  English  lineage, 
her  father  having  been  born  in  Germany,  while  her  mother's  birthplace  was 
in  England. 

N.  J.  Miller,  their  only  child,  began  his  education  in  the  public  schools  of 
Connersville,  and  later  attended  Whitewater  College  at  Centerville,  Indiana,  pur¬ 
suing  his  education  until  seventeen  years  of  age.  He  arrived  in  Des  Moines  on 
the  20th  of  February,  1856,  and  his  first  position  here  was  that  of  clerk  for 
Dr.  H.  H.  Saylor,  who  was  then  located  at  First  and  Grand  streets  in  East 
Des  Moines.  After  a  short  period  with  Dr.  Saylor,  Mr.  Miller  embarked  in 
business  on  his  own  account,  purchasing  a  tract  of  timber  land  at  East  Twelfth 
and  Grand  streets,  covering  about  fourteen  acres.  This  he  had  cleared  and  sold 
the  lumber  at  a  good  figure,  netting  him  a  handsome  profit.  It  was  his  initial 
step  in  the  lumber  trade,  in  which  he  continued  for  about  two  years.  He  next 
turned  his  attention  to  farming,  purchasing  a  sixty  acre  farm  near  Saylorville. 
He  carried  on  general  farming  for  six  years,  after  which  he  took  up  the  live¬ 
stock  business,  buying  and  shipping  live  stock  until  1870.  He  then  entered  the 
grain  trade,  buying  and  selling  grain  at  Des  Moines  and  also  shipping  to  other 
markets.  This  undertaking  occupied  his  attention  until  1874.  On  the  17th  of 
April  of  that  year  he  was  appointed  railway  mail  clerk  by  John  A.  Kasson  and 
continued  in  the  service  for  fifteen  years  with  the  exception  of  a  brief  interval 
of  two  years  while  an  invalid,  his  condition  resulting  from  a  railroad  accident 
in  which  many  persons  lost  their  lives  and  in  which  Mr.  Miller  sustained  severe 
injuries,  causing  him  untold  suffering.  On  the  29th  of  April,  1889,  he  received 
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appointment  to  his  final  position,  that  of  superintendent  of  mails  and,  serving  in 
this  capacity  until  his  death,  June  6,  1911,  proved  a  most  capable  official  and 
faithful  officer. 

Mr.  Miller  was  married  twice.  On  the  31st  of  October,  1858,  he  wedded 
Miss  Vina  Swofford,  a  native  of  Milton,  Indiana,  and  a  daughter  of  J.  N. 
Swofford.  Her  death  occurred  November  15,  1865.  On  the  14th  of  October, 
1866,  Mr.  Miller  was  united  in  marriage  to  Mrs.  Florence  Chapman,  a  native 
of  Indianola,  Iowa,  and  a  daughter  of  the  Rev.  Hiram  Taylor.  Three  children 
were  born  of  this  marriage.  Kasson,  born  in  Des  Moines,  March  23,  1868,  is 
a  postal  clerk  of  the  Rock  Island  Railroad.  He  married  Miss  Sylvia  Penn,  a 
native  of  Iowa,  and  has  one  son,  Clarkson  Miller,  now  a  student  of  -the  Iowa 
State  University  at  Iowa  City.  Bert,  the  second  son  of  the  family,  was  born  in 
Des  Moines  in  1870  and  died  in  1879.  Frank  A.  Miller,  the  third  son,  born  July 
1,  1873,  in  Des  Moines,  died  at  Little  Rock,  Arkansas,  February  18,  1903,  leav¬ 
ing  a  widow,  who  in  her  maidenhood  was  Miss  Daisy  Robinson,  of  Des  Moines. 
The  mother  of  these  children,  who  died  August  18,  1906,  was  a  lady  of  rare  at¬ 
tainment,  very  prominent  in  the  state. 

In  his  political  views  Mr.  Miller  was  always  a  republican  since  age  con¬ 
ferred  upon  him  the  right  of  franchise  but  in  late  years  took  no  active  part 
in  politics.  Fraternally  he  was  connected  with  the  Knights*  of  Pythias  and 
with  the  Improved  Order  of  Red  Men,  and  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church 
found  him  a  devoted  member.  Loyalty  to  duty  was  forever  one  of  his  marked 
characteristics  and  it  gained  for  him  the  confidence  and  good-will  of  all.  His 
memory  will  live  long  in  the  hearts  of  all  who  knew  him,  particularly  among  those 
connected  with  the  postoffice  department  and  mail  service,  his  official  record 
being  a  most  creditable  one. 


GILBERT  BALDWIN  PRAY. 

Death  often  removes  from  our  midst  those  whom  we  can  illy  afford  to  lose, 
and  the  best  evidence  of  the  worth  and  character  of  a  man  is  found  in  the 
regret  felt  by  his  friends  when  he  is  called  from  this  life.  Friendship  and 
cherished  memories  are  a  monument  more  enduring  than  that  of  stone.  The 
name  of  Gilbert  Baldwin  Pray  is  engraved  on  the  hearts  of  all  with  whom  he 
came  in  contact.  He  was  born  in  Michigan  City,  Indiana,  April  7,  1847,  a 
son  of  William  S.  Pray,  numbered  for  many  years  among  the  distinguished 
citizens  of  Iowa.  The  son  acquired  his  education  in  the  common  schools  and 
the  academy  at  Davenport,  and  after  studying  law  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in 
1868.  He  practiced  his  profession  for  a  number  of  years  and  eventually  turned 
his  attention  to  journalism,  serving  as  editor  of  Webster  City  Argos  from  1880 
until  1882.  His  identification  with  the  Royal  Union  Mutual  Life  Insurance 
Company— and  it  is  perhaps  in  this  connection  that  he  became  most  widely 
known— began  with  its  organization  in  1886,  when  he  was  made  its  treasurer, 
serving  as  such  until  the  time  of  his  demise.  When  he  passed  away  a  memorial 
was  prepared  by  the  company  which  contained  the  following:  “He  was  an 
early  policyholder  and  always  took  pride  in  the  fact  that  his  first  policy  was 
numbered  26.  He  was  instrumental  in  moving  the  Company  from  Marshall¬ 
town  to  Des  Moines  in  1886,  and  was  elected  as  a  director  and  its  treasurer  in 
September,  1886,  succeeding  E.  L.  Lyon.  As  an  officer  of  the  company  he  en- 
ertamed  a  pride  equal  to  his  position  and  an  interest  in  the  company’s  success 
intense  and  absorbing,  with  a  fidelity  and  faithfulness  such  as  his  strong  will 
and  his  most  generous  impulses  made  him  a  champion  bold  and  defiant  in 
whatever  he  engaged.  He  lived  to  see  a  great,  strong,  powerful  company  erected 
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on  a  firm  and  solid  foundation  and  gave  of  whatever  he  had  to  give  in  the 
full  faith  of  the  final  consummation  of  his  early  cherished  hopes.” 

Mr.  Pray  was  one  of  the  youngest  enlisted  men  in  the  Union  army.  He 
was  deeply  aroused  by  the  progress  of  the  war  and  at  the  age  of  eighteen 
enlisted  in  1864  as  a  member  of  Company  F,  Sixteenth  Iowa  Infantry.  He 
participated  in  the  battle  of  Nashville  and  other  engagements,  and  was  with 
Sherman  on  the  march  to  the  sea.  It  was  subsequent  to  this  time  that  he  took  up 
the  study  of  law  and  entered  upon  the  business  interests  which  claimed  his  atten¬ 
tion  until  his  life's  labors  were  ended.  Not  only  did  he  serve  as  treasurer  and 
director  of  the  Royal  Union  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Company  but  also  a  di¬ 
rector  of  the  Marquardt  Savings  Bank  and  a  stockholder  in  several  other  banks. 
He  served  for  years  on  the  examining  committee  of  the  Marquardt  school  board 
and  was  also  connected  with  the  state  library.  Other  official  service  was  equally 
well  performed.  He  acted  as  clerk  of  the  supreme  court  of  Iowa  from  1882 
until  1895  and  in  1897  he  was  appointed  surveyor  general  of  Alaska  by  Presi¬ 
dent  McKinley,  but  declined  the  honor.  Later  he  accepted  appointment  to  the 
position  of  special  agent  in  the  United  States  Indian  service  and  continued  in 
that  position  for  four  years.  His  political  support  was  always  given  to  the 
republican  party  and  he  was  for  many  years  chairman  and  treasurer  of  the 
republican  state  central  committee.  He  became  widely  known  not  only  in 
banking  and  insurance  circles  but  also  in  connection  with  political  affairs  and 
he  had  a  most  extensive  acquaintance  not  only  throughout  this  state  but  also 
among  prominent  men  of  the  west. 

On  the  4th  of  October,  1868,  in  Webster  City,  Iowa,  Mr.  Pray  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Miss  Marie  R.  Beauchaine,  a  daughter  of  Augustine  Beauchaine. 
a  native  of  France.  Their  four  children  are:  Carlton  B.,  who  married  Mary 
A.  McPherson;  Harry  B.,  who  wedded  Margaret  Henneberry;  Gilbert  L.,  who 
married  Francis  Mosley;  and  Caro  L.,  who  became  the  wife  of  Albert  G. 
Wambach. 

Mr.  Pray  was  affiliated  with  the  Congregational  church  and  held  member¬ 
ship  in  the  Grant  Club,  the  Masonic  fraternity  and  in  Winfield  Scott  Post,  No. 
66,  G.  A.  R.,  of  which  he  was  the  first  adjutant.  Death  claimed  him  on  the 
28th  of  February,  1908,  and  he  was  laid  to  rest  in  the  family  burial  lot  in 
Webster  City,  Iowa.  In  every  relation  of  life  he  commanded  the  respect  and 
regard  of  his  fellowmen.  His  splendid  physical  manhood  was  the  index  of 
his  character.  Fidelity  to  duty  was  one  of  his  strongest  characteristics,  mani¬ 
fest  in  political  service,  in  business  relations  and  in  social  ties.  To  him  it  was 
a  joy  to  aid  his  fellowmen  and  to  prove  his  friendship  by  active  service. 


JOHN  H.  BECK. 

One  of  the  enterprising  agriculturists  of  Polk  county  is  John  H.  Beck,  who 
owns  an  excellent  farm  of  four  hundred  and  forty  acres  in  Jefferson  township. 
He  was  born  in  the  township  where  he  now  resides  March  23,  1854,  and  is  a 
son  of  Josiah  C.  and  Cynthia  A.  (McDowell)  Beck,  natives  of  Montgomery 
county,  Indiana.  The  parents  came  to  Iowa  in  1853,  settling  upon  one  hun¬ 
dred  and  sixty  acres  of  government  land  in  Jefferson  township,  Polk  county, 
which  Mr.  Beck  immediately  began  cultivating  and  improving.  Later  he  bought 
a  piece  of  timber  land,  which  he  also  placed  under  cultivation  as  he  cleared  it, 
continuing  to  operate  his  homestead  until  his  demise  in  November,  1896,  at  the 
age  of  seventy-one  years.  He  had  survived  his  wife  nine  years,  her  death 
occurring  on  the  28th  of  November,  1887,  when  she  was  fifty-five  years  of  age. 

The  boyhood  and  youth  of  John  H.  Beck  were  spent  on  the  farm  where  he 
was  born,  his  education  being  acquired  in  the  district  schools  of  Jefferson  town- 
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ship.  When  he  felt  competent  to  assume  the  heavier  responsibilities  of  life 
he  laid  aside  his  school  books  and  gave  his  entire  time  and  attention  to  assist¬ 
ing  his  father  in  the  cultivation  of  the  farm.  He  remained  a  member  of  the 
parental  household  until  he  was  twenty-two  years  of  age,  when  he  went  to  the 
Sacramento  valley  in  California,  where  he  remained  for  four  years,  during  which 
time  he  worked  by  the  month  as  a  farm  hand.  On  the  expiration  of  that 
period,  in  the  fall  of  1880,  he  returned  to  Polk  county  and  bought  forty  acres 
of  land  in  Jefferson  township  which  he  cultivated  for  a  year.  Disposing  of  his 
farm  at  the  end  of  that  time  he  purchased  sixty  acres  elsewhere  in  the  same 
township.  Perservering  and  energetic,  Mr.  Beck  has  met  with  success  in  his 
agricultural  pursuits  and  has  added  to  his  original  tract  from  time  Jto  time  as 
he  was  able  until  he  now  owns  four  hundred  and  forty  acres.  He  has  always 
devoted  a  large  portion  of  his  time  and  attention  to  the  breeding  and  raising 
of  stock  and  keeps  about  twelve  horses  and  mules  and  a  hundred  head  of  cattle, 
besides  raising  annually  about  three  hundred  hogs. 

In  January,  1884,  Mr.  Beck  married  Miss  Sarah  Hunt,  a  daughter  of  Samuel 
and  Susan  (Murray)  Hunt,  the  former  a  native  of  Kentucky  and  the  latter  of 
Indiana.  Mr.  Hunt  came  to  Iowa  and  located  in  Polk  county  in  1851,  enter- 
ing  government  land,  which  he  improved  and  operated  until  1885,  when  he 
traded  it  for  a  farm  in  the  vicinity  of  Polk  City,  in  the  cultivation  of  which 
he  engaged  until  his  demise  in  March.  1895,  at  the  age  of  seventy  years.  Mrs. 
Hunt  survived  until  August,  1907.  Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Beck  have  been  born 
the  following  children:  Egbert  C.,  who  was  born  January  17,  1887,  and  is  a 
farmer  in  Jefferson  township ;  and  Claud  A.,  born  September  22,  1889,  and 
August,  born  August  13,  1896,  both  of  whom  are  living  at  home. 

The  religious  views  of  the  family  coincide  with  those  of  the  Congregational 
denomination  and  they  affiliate  with. the  church  at  Andrews.  Mr.  Beck  also 
belongs  to  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  being  identified  with  Des 
Moines  Lodge,  No.  25.  He  votes  with  the  democratic  party  and  has  served  as 
trustee  and  justice  of  the  peace  in  his  township,  while  he  was  treasurer  of  the 
school  board  for  twenty-four  years.  Many  and  marvelous  are  the  changes 
which  have  taken  place  in  Polk  county  since  his  father  settled  upon  the  old 
homestead,  which  by  the  way  was  the  scene  of  Polk  county's  first  murder.  A 
man  who  was  camping  there  with  his  wife  killed  her  by  cutting  her  throat. 
Mr.  Beck  is  well  known  and  highly  regarded  in  the  township  where  he  has  lived 
the  greater  portion  of  his  life,  having  retained  as  friends  many  of  the  comrades 
of  his  boyhood,  which  fact  is  a  high  tribute  to  the  character  of  any  man. 


JAMES  WILLIAM  OSBORN,  M.  D. 

While  known  as  a  general  practioner  Dr.  James  William  Osborn  is  doing 
much  surgical  work  and  his  ability  is  attested  by  the  liberal  patronage  accorded 
him.  He  was  born  in  Butler  county,  Ohio,  December  12,  1863,  and  was  reared 
upon  a  farm,  his  father,  William  Allen  Osborn,  devoting  his  life  to  general 
agricultural  pursuits.  The  family  is  of  Irish  lineage  and  was  founded  in 
America  by  the  great-great-grandfather  of  Dr.  Osborn,  who  came  from  Ireland 
about  1750.  His  grandfather  removed  from  New  Jersey  to  Ohio  about  1818. 
In  the  year  1867  William  A.  Osborn  removed  with  the  family  to  Des  Moines 
and  soon  afterward  began  farming  in  Camp  township,  Polk  county,  where  he 
lived  for  a  number  of  years.  His  death  occurred,  however,  in  Louisiana,  on 
the  10th  of  July,  1907.  He  is  still  survived  by  his  widow,  who  bore  the  maiden 
name  of  Ruth  Billingsley  and  is  a  native  of  Ohio.  Her  ancestors  came  to  the 
new  world  with  Lord  Baltimore,  settling  in  Maryland,  whence  representatives 
•of  the  name  went  to  the  Buckeye  state.  In  the  family  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  William 
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A.  Osborn  were  but  two  children,  of  whom  Cyrus  B.  Osborn  is  a  resident  of 
Runnells,  Iowa. 

The  other  son,  Dr.  James  W.  Osborn,  was  a  pupil  in  the  country  schools  ot 
Camp  township  and  afterward  took  up  the  profession  of  teaching,  which  he 
followed  for  five  years  in  Polk  county.  He  then  entered  the  medical  depart¬ 
ment  of  Drake  University  in  1886,  there  pursuing  his  studies  until  1887.  In 
the  fall  of  the  latter  year  he  matriculated  in  the  Iowa  Eclectic  Medical  College 
and  was  graduated  with  the  class  of  1888.  Immediately  afterward  he  located 
for  practice  in  McCallsburg,  Story  county,  Iowa,  where  he  remained  for  three 
and  a  half  years.  He  then  removed  to  Dyersville,  in  Dubuque  county,  where 
he  followed  his  profession  until  January,  1903,  when  he  came  to  Des  Moines. 
Here  he  has  continued  in  practice  to  the  present  time  and  has  done  much  surgical 
work.  During  1899,  and  again  in  1901,  he  took  a  post-graduate  course  in  the 
Medico-Chirurgical  College  of  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania.  He  is  now  sur¬ 
geon  to  the  Iowa  Childrens  Home  and  physician  to  the  Methodist  Hospital. 
He  holds  membership  with  the  Polk  County  Medical  Society,  of  which  he  was 
secretary  two  years — 1909-10 — and  with  the  Iowa  State  Medical  Society  and 
the  American  Medical  Association. 

On  the  1 6th  of  October,  1888,  Dr.  Osborn  was  married  in  Stanton  county, 
Kansas,  to  Miss  Anna  Kreigh,  a  daughter  of  Luther  Kreigh,  a  native  of 
Davis  county,  Iowa.  They  have  three  children:  William  L.,  who  was  born 
in  Story  county,  December  27,  1889;  Boyd  V.,  who  was  born  in  Story  county, 
June  1,  1891 ;  and  Proctor  K.,  who  was  born  in  Dubuque  county,  Iowa,  May 
26,  1893. 

The  family  attend  the  Trinity  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  of  which  Dr. 
Osborn  is  a  member.  He  also  belongs  to  Grant  Club  and  to  Capital  Lodge, 
No.  no,  M.  W.  A.  He  is  in  sympathy  with  the  movement  of  the  progressive 
wing  of  the  republican  party,  but  of  late  years  has  not  taken  an  active  part  in 
politics,  owing  to  the  increasing  demands  of  his  profession  upon  his  time  and 
energies.  Few  men  conform  their  practice  so  closely  to  a  high  standard  of 
professional  ethics  and  there  are  few  who  enjoy  in  greater  degree  the  con¬ 
fidence  and  respect  of  fellow  practitioners  as  well  as  of  the  general  public. 


LEWIS  E.  BOLTON. 

For  more  than  half  a  century  a  resident  of  Des  Moines,  and  during  the  greater 
part  of  that  time  connected  with  its  mercantile  interests,  Lewis  E.  Bolton  gained 
a  standing  in  the  esteem  of  the  community  which  few  of  his  contemporaries 
have  ever  attained.  A  patriotic  citizen  and  a  loyal  friend,  he  possessed  those 
qualities  that  attracted  others,  and  he  left  the  impress  of  his  individuality  upon 
many  with  whom  he  came  in  contact. 

He  was  born  at  Connersville,  Fayette  county,  Indiana,  July  22,  1844,  a 
son  of  Evan  and  Phoebe  (Hanna)  Bolton.  The  father,  who  was  a  native  of 
Kentucky,  came  to  Des  Moines  before  the  Civil  war  and  engaged  in  the  lumber 
business  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1873.  There  were  four  sons  in 
the  family  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bolton,  namely:  Leander,  Homer,  Lewis  and 
Lavan.  The  father  insisted  that  each  of  his  sons  should  learn  a  trade  in  order 
that  he  might  be  able  to  take  care  of  himself  in  case  of  emergency.  Leander 
became  connected  with  the  hardware  business ;  Homer  became  a  banker ;  Lewis 
E.  learned  the  printer’s  trade;  and  Lavan,  the  youngest •  member  of  the  family, 
became  a  bookbinder  and  at  the  time  of  his  death,  in  1871,  was  foreman  of 
the  large  bookbindery  of  Mills  &  Company,  of  Des  Moines.  Of  the  original 
family  Homer  is  the  only  one  now  living.  The  three  older  brothers  all  served 
in  a  hundred  day  regiment  which  was  recruited  toward  the  close  of  the  Civil  war. 
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Prior  to  coming  to  Des  Moines  Lewis  E.  Bolton  was  in  charge  of  the  job 
department  of  the  Omaha  Herald  for  about  three  years.  He  worked  in  the 
celebrated  Morris  office  in  Cincinnati,  recognized  as  one  of  the  most  aitistic 
printing  establishments  of  the  time,  and  subsequently  was  employed  by  R.  P. 
Studley  &  Company  of  St.  Louis,  one  of  the  largest  job  concerns  of  the  city, 
which  printed  the  laws  of  the  Choctaw  and  Chickasaw  tribes  of  Indians  and 
the  statutes  of  New  Mexico,  each  in  a  different  language.  Mr.  Bolton  proved 
himself  to  be  unusually  competent  as  a  printer,  and  could  have  been  a  leader 
in  that  line  had  he  not  been  attracted  in  other  directions.  In  1873,  he  asso¬ 
ciated  with  his  brother,  Leander,  in  the  hardware  business,  continuing  with 
him  until  1892,  when  the  firm  was  dissolved,  and  he  established  a  store,  which 
he  conducted  in  his  own  name.  He  gained  recognition  as  ore  of  the  stanch 
and  progressive  business  men  of  the  city. 

In  1871  Mr.  Bolton  was  united  in  marriage  at  Whitehall,  Illinois,  to  M  ss 
Kate  King.  One  son,  L.  K.  Bolton,  now  living  in  Des  Moines,  was  born  to 
this  union.  Mr.  Bolton  was  called  away  October  21,  1910.  His  remains  were 
deposited  by  loving  hands  in  Woodland  cemeterv,  beside  those  of  his  father, 
mother,  and  two  brothers,  and  the  large  concourse  present  at  the  funeral  gave 
testamentary  evidence  of  the  high  regard  in  which  he  was  held.  He  will  be 
remembered  as  a  man  of  cultivated  and  refined  tastes,  a  generous  contributor 
to  all  worthy  causes,  and  one,  who  although  for  many  years  in  the  midst  of 
the  strife  of  business,  was  never  known  to  take  undue  advantage  of  the  neces¬ 
sities  of  others. 


GEORGE  A.  FIELD. 

George  A.  Field,  the  treasurer  of  the  Wheeler  Lumber,  Bridge  &  Supply  Com¬ 
pany  at  Des  Moines,  is  one  of  the  prominent  and  enterprising  young  business 
men  of  the  city.  His  birth  occurred  in  Carson,  Iowa,  on  the  6th  of  May,  1882, 
his  parents  being  Leslie  S.  and  Ella  T.  (Adams)  Field.  The  first  of  the  Field 
family  to  come  to  this  country  was  from  England,  having  crossed  the  Atlantic 
with  Burgoyne’s  army  to  fight  against  the  colonists.  He  afterward  settled  in 
Vermont.  The  maternal  ancestors  of  our  subject,  however,  fought  for  Amer¬ 
ican  independence  and  the  family  has  ever  been  a  patriotic  and  loyal  one.  his 
grandfather,  John  T.  Adams,  of  Ottumwa,  Iowa,  having  been  a  soldier  of  both 
the  Mexican  and  Civil  wars.  The  father,  Leslie  S.  Field,  now  a  retired  lumber¬ 
man,  was  born  in  Rich  ford,  Vermont,  on  the  22d  of  May,  1846,  while  the  mother 
first  saw  the  light  of  day  at  Ottumwa,  Iowa,  on  the  13th  of  August,  1850.  They 
reared  a  famly  of  seven  chldren,  namely :  John  A.,  who  is  a  resident  of  Des 
Moines;  Arthur  L.,  who  is  married  and  likewise  resides  in  Des  Moines;  Pearl  I., 
the  wife  of  Thomas  Daylor,  of  South  Dakota;  George  A.,  the  subject  of  this 
review ;  Herbert  O.,  who  is  principal  of  a  high  school  at  Missouri  Valley,  Iowa ; 
Richard  H.,  a  resident  of  Kansas  City ;  and  Harry  W.,  at  home. 

George  A.  Field  obtained  his  early  education  in  the  common  schools  of  his 
native  town  and  was  graduated  from  the  high  school  at  Britt,  Iowa,  in  1899. 
Since  leaving  school  and  entering  the  business  world  he  has  been  continuously 
identified  with  the  Wheeler  Lumber  Company  of  Des  Moines,  being  gradually 
promoted  as  he  demonstrated  his  ability  and  fidelity,  until  he  is  now  the  manager 
of  this  important  concern.  The  headquarters  of  the  firm,  now  known  as  the 
Wheeler  Lumber,  Bridge  &  Supply  Company,  are  at  Des  Moines  and  about 
two  hundred  and  fifty  men  are  employed  in  the  conduct  of  the  business.  One 
of  their  branches  is  located  at  Littell,  Washington,  where  they  have  a  lumber 
mill  as  well  as  their  own  railroad  and  all  necessary  appurtenances.  Another 
branch  has  been  established  at  Wittenberg,  Wisconsin,  where  the  company  owns 
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a  cedar  plant  and  store,  while  at  YVhittemore,  Iowa,  they  have  a  retail  yard. 
They  likewise  own  and  operate  the  Globe  Coal  Company  of  Des  Moines,  with 
mines  at  Runnells,  Iowa.  The  concern  has  a  sales  office  at  Lincoln,  Nebraska, 
as  well.  The  Des  Moines  plant  covers  about  a  block  and  a  half  and  constitutes 
one  of  the  leading  business  enterprises  of  the  city.  In  his  managerial  capacity 
Mr.  Field  has  displayed  keen  discrimination  and  sound  judgment  and  his  efforts 
have  contributed  in  large  measure  to  the  continued  growth  and  success  of  the 
business. 

On  the  7th  of  October.  1908,  Air.  Field  was  joined  in  wedlock  to  Miss  Mary 
Ryan,  a  native  of  Des  Moines  and  a  daughter  of  Peter  and  Mary  Ryan.  Our 
subject  and  his  wife  have  one  son,  John  Leslie,  whose  natal  day  was  September 
20,  1910. 

Mr.  Field  gives  his  political  allegiance  to  the  republican  party  and  holds  . 
membership  in  the  Commercial  Club,  the  Iowa  State  Traveling  Men's  Association, 
the  Illinois  Commercial  Men’s  Association  and  the  Hoo  Hoos.  He  is  a  lover 
of  literature  and  derives  much  pleasure  and  recreation  from  his  books.  He  has 
gained  a  creditable  measure  of  prosperity  for  one  of  his  years  and  fate  seems 
to  hold  in  store  for  him  a  bright  future. 


JOHN  W.  RAY. 

In  enumerating  the  citizens  of  Des  Moines  who  are  identified  with  the  com¬ 
mercial  interests  of  the  city  mention  must  be  made  of  John  W.  Ray,  who  is  the 
head  of  Ray  Brothers  Mercantile  Company,  one  of  the  well  known  enterprises 
of  South  Des  Moines.  A  native  of  England,  his  birth  occurred  in  County  Dur*- 
ham  on  the  25th  of  March,  1853,  his  parents  being  Thomas  and  Jane  (Adev) 
Ray.  The  father,  who  was  originally  from  Northumberland,  emigrated  to  the 
United  States  in  1854,  locating  in  Coal  Valley,  Illinois,  where  he  worked  in 
the  mines  for  six  years.  Returning  to  the  mother  country  at  the  end  of  that  time 
he  remained  there  until  1870,  at  which  time  he  again  came  to  the  LTiited  States, 
bringing  with  him  his  wife  and  family.  Settling  in  Illinois,  he  continued  to  reside 
there  until  1884,  when  he  removed  to  Iowa,  taking  up  his  residence  in  Boone 
county.  Later  he  came  to  Des  Moines,  in  which  city  he  was  living  when  he  passed 
away  in  1892.  Mrs.  Ray,  who  was  born  in  1827,  continues  to  reside  in  the 
capital  city,  making  her  home  with  her  sons. 

John  W.  Ray  acquired  his  education  in  the  common  schools  of  his  native 
land,  laying  aside  his  school  books  as  soon  as  he  was  old  enough  to  work  in  the 
mines  with  his  father.  After  becoming  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  he  con¬ 
tinued  to  follow  mining  until  1884,  at  which  time  he  engaged  in  the  mercantile 
business  in  Boone  county.  He  was  identified  with  the  commercial  interests  of 
that  county  for  four  years.  At  the  expiration  of  that  period,  however,  he 
came  to  Des  Moines,  where  in  connection  with  his  brothers  he  established  the 
Ray  Brothers  Mercantile  Company  in  the  south  part  of  the  city.  This  has  been 
a  most  successful  venture,  being  one  of  the  leading  business  enterprises  of 
the  vicinity  in  which  it  is  located.  Mr.  Ray  is  also  president  of  the  Warrick  Coal 
Company,  as  well  as  being  interested  in  various  other  financial  enterprises  of 
the  city. 

The  marriage  of  Air.  Ray  and  Miss  Mary  E.  Irwin  was  solemnized  in  Cable. 
Illinois,  on  the  27th  of  May,  1880,  and  they  have  become  the  parents  of  four 
children:  William  E.,  who  was  born  in  Rapid  City,  Illinois,  in  June,  1881,  and 
is  now  a  grocer  in  Des  Moines ;  Gladys,  who  was  born  in  1887  and  is  the  wife 
of  a  Mr.  Doll,  of  Boone  county,  Iowa;  Hazel,  who  was  born  in  1890,  and  is  liv¬ 
ing  at  home ;  and  Irwin,  who  was  born  in  1895  and  is  now  attending  the  West 
high  school. 
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The  family  affiliate  with  the  Methodist  church,  while  fraternally  Mr.  Ray 
is  identified  with  the  Masonic  order  and  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows. 
In  politics  he  affiliates  with  the  democratic  party  and  always  takes  an  active  and 
helpful  interest  in  civic  affairs.  He  is  now  serving  as  a  member  of  the  school 
board.  During  the  twenty  years  of  his  residence  here  he  has  acquired  quite 
extensive  real-estate  interests,  all  of  which  were  acquired  through  the  capable 
management  of  his  commercial  investments.  He  is  well  and  favorably  known 
among  the  business  men  of  the  city.  Their  regard  and  esteem  is  accorded  him 
because  of  his  high  principles  and  honorable  business  transactions. 


HENRY  JO  SI  AH  GRISWOLD. 


Henry  Josiah  Griswold,  who  has  been  engaged  in  the  real-estate  business  in 
Des  Moines  since  January,  1903,  is  well  known  in  Polk  county  and  in  other  parts 
of  the  state,  having  served  with  great  credit  in  the  state  legislature  for  three 
sessions  in  the  lower  house  and  two  in  the  senate.  He  is  a  man  with  a  broad 
and  intelligent  outlook — one  who  has  gained  a  large  amount  of  practical  informa¬ 
tion  by  contact  with  the  world,  and  who  has  made  good  use  of  those  opportunities 
for  advancement  which  come  to  every  individual  but  are  recognized  by  com¬ 
paratively  few.  He  was  born  at  Janesville,  Wisconsin,  November  13,  1858,  a 
son  of  Harvey  and  Mary  E.  (Dillenbeck)  Griswold,  the  former  of  whom  was 
born  in  Saratoga  county  and  the  latter  in  Montgomery  county,  New  York.  The 
family  came  to  Iowa  about  1863  and  settled  near  Winthrop,  in  Buchanan  county. 
Here  the  father  engaged  in  farming  for  many  years.  He  died  December  25, 
1883. 

At  the  age  of  five  years  Henry  J.  Griswold  arrived  in  Iowa  with  his  parents. 
He  received  his  early  education  in  the  district  schools  and  at  the  age  of  seventeen 
years  had  advanced  sufficiently  in  his  studies  to  be  awarded  a  certificate  as  a 
teacher.  He  taught  in  country  schools  for  three  years  and  then  became  inter¬ 
ested  in  the  mercantile  business,  in  which  he  engaged  for  a  short  time  until  his 
health  compelled  him  to  seek  outdoor  employment.  In  1882  he  went  to  Plank- 
inton,  South  Dakota,  and  entered  a  half  section  of  government  land,  upon  which 
he  spent  two  years.  While  ‘‘holding  down"  his  claim  he  took  a  census  of  the 
county,  surveyed  and  divided  the  civil  townships  and  located  the  school  districts 
of  the  county.  His  health  being  restored  he  returned  to  Iowa  and  engaged  in 
the  lumber  business  at  Winthrop,  where  he  became  proprietor  of  a  flourishing 
mercantile  concern.  In  1893  he  was  elected  to  the  state  legislature  and  performed 
his  duties  so  acceptably  that  two  years  later  he  was  reelected  without  opposition. 
In  1901  he  was  elected  to  the  senate.  His  standing  in  the  general  assembly  was 
such  that  in  1896  his  name  was  prominently  mentioned  for  the  speakership  of 
the  house.  He  served  as  chairman  of  several  important  committees  during  his 
term  of  office  and  in  other  responsible  positions,  his  vote  and  influence  being  at 
all  times  in  accord  with  what  appeared  to  him  to  be  the  best  interests  of  the 
people.  Formerly  he  took  an  active  part  in  politics  and,  in  1897,  accomplished 
good  work  for  the  republican  party  as  member  of  the  state  central  committee. 
Since  coming  to  Des  Moines  he  has  given  his  attention  mainly  to  business  and 
has  developed  a  liberal  patronage,  bringing  him  substantial  financial  reward. 

On  the  24th  of  January,  1884,  Mr.  Griswold  was  married,  at  Winthrop,  to 
Miss  Marie  J.  Risk,  and  two  children  came  to  bless  this  union:  Grade  E.,  born 
November  15,  1884,  and  who  is  married  to  Leslie  G.  Berry;  and  Dale  A.,  born 
March  15,  1890,  and  now  a  student  at  Drake  University  College  of  Law. 

In  religious  belief  Mr.  Griswold  adheres  to  the  Congregational  faith  and  is  a 
valued  member  of  Plymouth  church  of  Des  Moines.  Fraternally  lie  affiliates 
with  the  Masonic  order,  with  whose  principles  lie  is  in  hearty  accord.  He  has 
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through  life  been  active  and  capable  in  his  undertakings  and  has  always  been 
controlled  by  a  desire  to  promote  the  best  interests  of  his  fellowmen.  Having 
acquired  a  competence  he  now  enjoys  the  fruits  of  many  years’  exertions  and 
also  the  respect  of  a  large  circle  of  friends  and  acquaintances  in  central  Iowa. 


WILLIAM  STEVENSON,  M.  D. 

Throughout  the  years  of  his  connection  with  the  medical  profession  Dr.  Will¬ 
iam  Stevenson  has  practiced  continuously  in  Des  Moines.  He  has  been  medical 
director  of  the  National  Life  Association  since  its  inception  in  1900  and  since 
1908  has  devoted  his  entire  time  to  it.  Dr.  Stevenson  was  born  in  Scotland  on 
the  7th  of  May,  1858,  his  parents  being  James  and  Mary  (Reid)  Stevenson,  also 
natives  of  that  country.  In  the  public  schools  his  education  was  begun  and  was 
continued  in  Aberdeen  University.  He  afterward  went  to  St.  Vincent  in  the 
West  Indies  and  became  connected  with  the  operation  of  a  sugar  plantation  for 
three  years  but  believing  that  still  broader  opportunities  could  be  had  in  the 
United  States,  he  arrived  in  New  York  in  September,  1884,  and  for  some  time 
thereafter  was  employed  as  a  reporter  on  the  Newark  (New  Jersey)  Evening 
News,  filling  that  position  during  the  first  Cleveland  campaign.  He  then  turned 
his  attention  to  the  life  insurance  business,  in  which  he  was  engaged  in  Newark, 
later  in  Brooklyn,  New  York,  and  afterward  in  Kansas  City,  Missouri. 

In  1890  he  took  up  the  study  of  medicine  at  the  University  Medical  College 
of  Kansas  City  and  later  enrolled  as  a  student  in  Drake  University,  being  grad¬ 
uated  from  the  medical  department  here  with  the  class  of  1894.  He  at  once 
opened  an  office  in  Des  Moines  for  the  general  practice  of  medicine.  In  1895  he 
was  appointed  lecturer  on  materia  medica  in  the  medical  department  of  Drake 
University  and  later  professor  of  materia  medica  and  therapeutics  and  dean  of 
the  pharmacy  department  of  that  institution,  from  which  position  he  resigned  in 
1905  on  account  of  the  pressure  of  private  business.  In  1908  he  retired  from  the 
general  practice  of  medicine  and  has  since  devoted  his  entire  time  to  insurance 
work  as  medical  director  of  the  National  Life  Association.  He  belongs  to  the 
Polk  County  Medical  Society,  the  Iowa  State  Medical  Society  and  the  American 
Medical  Association  and  his  close  conformity  to  a  high  standard  of  professional 
ethics  has  ever  gained  for  him  the  high  regard  of  his  brethren  of  the  medical 
fraternity. 

In  1891,  in  Kansas  City,  Dr.  Stevenson  was  married  to  Mrs.  Martha  M. 
(Tharpe)  Cunningham,  a  native  of  Louisiana.  The  hospitality  of  many  of  the 
best  homes  of  the  city  is  freely  accorded  them  and  Dr.  Stevenson  is  a  valued 
and  prominent  member  of  the  Grant  and  Hyperion  Clubs,  his  social  qualities 
and  liberal  culture  making  him  a  congenial  companion. 


OLIVER  W.  PIAZARD. 

Oliver  W.  Hazard,  who  in  1880  opened  the  first  mercantile  brokerage  office 
in  the  state  of  Iowa,  has  been  successfully  engaged  in  business  at  Des  Moines 
during  the  intervening  years.  His  birth  occurred  in  Boston,  Massachusetts,  on 
the  10th  of  January,  1841,  his  parents  being  Samuel  L.  and  Olivia  (Woodman) 
Hazard.  The  father,  a  native  of  Liverpool,  England,  came  to  the  United  States 
with  his  parents  about  1813  when  five  years  of  age.  The  mother  was  a  descend¬ 
ant  of  the  early  colonists  in  Maine,  her  grandfather  participating  in  the  Revo¬ 
lutionary  war,  while  her  brother  took  part  in  the  Civil  war  as  colonel  of  the 
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Third  Maine  Cavalry.  She  was  a  first  cousin  of  Major  General  Otis  O.  How¬ 
ard,  Brigadier  General  Charles  H.  Howard  and  Major  S.  P.  Lee. 

After  completing  his  studies  in  the  common  schools  Oliver  W.  Hazard  pur¬ 
sued  a  business  course  and  when  about  eighteen  years  of  age  accompanied  his 
uncle  to  New  Orleans,  Louisiana,  where  he  became  identified  with  mercantile 
interests  as  an  employe  in  a  wholesale  drug  house.  In  1865  went  upon  the 
road  as  salesman  for  a  company  engaged  in  the  wholesale  grocery  business  and 
also  in  the  manufacture  of  canned  goods.  In  1876  he  came  to  Des  Moines, 
Iowa,  but  continued  to  represent  eastern  houses  as  a  traveling  salesmen  until 
1880.  In  that  year  he  opened  a  mercantile  brokerage  office  here — the  first  of 
its  kind  in  the  state.  He  controls  the  complete  output  of  the  Columbia  River 
Packing  Association  for  Iowa  and  also  of  the  Griffin  &  Skally  Company,  having 
held  their  account  continuously  for  twenty-four  years.  In  business  affairs  he 
has  always  displayed  sound  judgment  and  keen  discrimination,  and  the  success 
that  he  has  achieved  is  well  merited. 

In  1906  Mr.  Hazard  was  united  in  marriage  to  Mrs.  Ida  May  (Jester)  Mc¬ 
Carty,  the  widow  of  James  McCarty.  She  is  a  member  of  the  Woman’s  Club 
of  Des  Moines,  the  Young  Woman’s  Christian  Association  and  the  Christian 
church.  Mr.  Hazard  was  made  the  first  president  of  the  Iowa  State  Travelers 
Association  and  served  as  treasurer  of  the  organization  for  seven  years.  He 
belongs  to  the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks,  and  is  a  demitted' mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Masonic  fraternity.  He  spends  his  winters  in  California  and,  though 
he  has  now  passed  the  Psalmist’s  allotted  span  of  three  score  years  and  ten,  is 
still  youthful  in  spirit  and  in  appearance. 


THOMAS  PARSONS  BOND,  M.  D. 

Dr.  Thomas  Parsons  Bond,  who  has  been  engaged  in  the  practice  of  medicine 
in  Des  Moines  for  several  years,  was  born  in  Cass  county,  Michigan,  on  the  Qth 
of  March,  1863,  being  a  son  of  Thomas  Faxon  and  Clara  (Farnam)  Bond.  Dr. 
Bond  is  of  English  extraction,  being  the  ninth  descendant  on  the  paternal  side 
of  Thomas  and  Joane  Faxon,  the  former  having  been  born  in  the  mother  coun¬ 
try  about  1601,  migrating  from  there  to  America  in  1640  and  locating  in  Brain¬ 
tree,  Massachusetts,  from  which  colony  many  of  his  descendants  later  partici¬ 
pated  in  the  Revolution.  The  maternal  ancestors  were  the  Rev.  Thomas  and 
Mary  Carter,  who  located  in  Woburn,  Massachusetts,  about  1640.  Thomas 
Faxon  Bond  was  a  veteran  of  the  Civil  war,  having  enlisted  on  the  5th  of  Sep¬ 
tember,  1862,  in  Company  A,  of  the  Nineteenth  Michigan  Infantry.  He  was 
captured  by  the  enemy  on  the  5th  of  the  following  March  and  consigned  to 
Libby  prison  at  Richmond,  Virginia,  but  was  paroled  on  the  15th  of  April  and 
exchanged  about  the  middle  of  July.  On  the  20th  of  May,  1864,  he  was 
wounded,  but  continued  in  the  service  until  the  29th  of  April,  1865,  when  he  was 
mustered  out.  He  passed  away  on  the  6th  of  February,  1875. 

Being  reared  in  the  country  Dr.  Bond  obtained  his  early  education  in  the 
district  schools  of  his  native  county,  after  which  he  graduated  from  the  high 
school  of  Decatur,  Van  Buren  county.  His  first  work  was  in  civil  engineering, 
with  which  vocation  he  was  identified  in  1881-2.  Subsequently  he  engaged  in 
various  lines  of  activity  and  in  1893  entered  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  training  school  at 
Springfield,  Massachusetts.  Having  decided  to  take  up  the  profession  of  medi¬ 
cine  in  1898  he  matriculated  at  the  Wisconsin  College  of  Physicians  and  Sur¬ 
geons,  from  which  institution  he  received  his  degree  in  1902.  Following  his 
graduation  he  established  an  office  in  Des  Moines  where  he  has  ever  since  con¬ 
tinued  to  practice. 
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On  the  26th  of  July,  1892,  at  Areola,  Illinois,  Dr.  Bond  was  united  in  mar¬ 
riage  to  Miss  Mary  A.  Dillingham.  Her  father,  the  Rev.  J.  H.  Dillingham,  was 
a  Presbyterian  minister,  having  pursued  his  academic  work  at  Hamilton  College 
and  his  theological  course  at  Auburn  Theological  Seminary.  He  died  May  21, 
1898.  Four  children  were  born  of  this  union:  Wilbert  White,  Edwin  Roy  and 
Thomas  Arthur,  all  living;  and  Edward,  who  died  in  infancy. 

The  family  affiliate  with  the  Presbyterian  church,  in  the  work  of  which  they 
take  an  active  and  helpful  interest.  His  political  allegiance  Dr.  Bond  always 
accords  the  republican  party,  giving  his  support  to  the  men  and  measures  of  that 
body,  but  as  he  has  never  aspired  to  official  honors  he  does  not  actively  partici¬ 
pate  in  civic  affairs.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Polk  County  and  State  Medical  Socie¬ 
ties  and  the  American  Medical  Association. 


L.  C.  DEETS. 

L.  C.  Deets,  who  is  now  engaged  in  the  real-estate  and  insurance  business  in 
Des  Moines,  is  a  native  of  Ohio,  born  in  Lamartine,  September  3,  i860,  and  is 
a  son  of  Adam  and  Anna  (Flory)  Deets.  The  Deets  family  is  of  Holland 
origin  but  was  founded  in  Pennsylvania  at  an  early  period.  The  Flory  family 
is  of  German  lineage  and  was  established  in  the  Keystone  state  during  the  early 
part  of  the  seventeenth  century.  Adam  Deets,  father  of  L.  C.  Deets,  was  born 
in  Ohio  and  through  much  of  his  life  conducted  business  as  a  contractor.  At 
the  time  of  the  Civil  war  he  joined  Company  A  of  the  Eightieth  Ohio  Infantry 
and  participated  in  the  battles  of  Vicksburg  and  Gettysburg,  and  was  with 
Sherman  on  the  celebrated  march  to  the  sea.  He  also  participated  in  a  number 
of  minor  engagements  and  was  honorably  discharged  at  the  close  of  the  war. 
having  faithfully  defended  the  interests  of  the  Union  for  three  years.  He  died 
April  2,  1896,  having  for  a  number  of  years  survived  his  wife,  who  passed  away 
in  October,  1877. 

L.  C.  Deets  was  a  pupil  in  the  common  schools  of  Lamartine,  Ohio,  and 
afterward  in  the  Holbrook  Normal  University  at  Lebanon,  Ohio,  where  he 
pursued  a  business  course.  Putting  aside  his  text-books  at  the  age  of  twenty 
years,  his  first  position  was  with  F.  L.  Ingmon,  a  dealer  in  books  and  stationery 
at  Villisca,  Iowa.  This  was  in  1881,  and  he  there  continued  until  1885.  In 
the  spring  of  the  latter  year  he  came  to  Des  Moines  and  accepted  a  position  as 
traveling  salesman  with  the  firm  of  F.  Hooker  &  Company,  wholesale  jewelers, 
with  whom  he  remained  until  March,  1889.  He  then  formed  a  partnership  with 
M.  M.  Baker  and  F.  J.  Craig,  at  which  time  they  opened  a  wholesale  fruit  and 
produce  business  in  this  city  conducting  their  enterprise  under  the  name  of  the 
Iowa  Fruit  and  Produce  Company.  A  year  later  Air.  Deets  sold  his  interest 
and  withdrew  from  the  firm.  He  then  turned  his  attention  to  the  wholesale  and 
retail  oil  business,  which  he  carried  on  under  the  style  of  the  Crystal  Oil  Com¬ 
pany  of  Des  Aloines,  devoting  his  energies  thereto  for  a  period  of  five  years. 
He  next  received  a  state  appointment  as  deputy  oil  inspector  of  Des  Aloines  and 
while  engaged  in  this  work  also  wrote  insurance,  continuing  in  both  lines  until 
August,  1905,  when  he  was  elected  secretary  and  treasuer  of  the  Iowa  State 
Traveling  Men’s  Association,  which  position  he  filled  continuously  until  January, 
1911,  when  he  resigned.  He  added  very  materially  to  the  growth  of  the  asso¬ 
ciation,  which,  at  the  time  he  accepted  the  position,  had  a  membership  of  twen¬ 
ty-two  thousand  and  today  has  a  membership  of  over  forty  thousand,  being  rep¬ 
resented  in  every  state  in  the  Union  and  in  every  civilized  country  on  the  face 
of  the  globe. 

During  the  first  half  of  the  year  1904  Air.  Deets  served  Polk  county  in  the 
position  of  deputy  county  treasurer  but  resigned  after  a  few  months.  In  poli- 
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tics  he  has  always  been  a  stalwart  republican  of  the  progressive  type,  and  while 
never  seeking  nor  desiring  office  for  himself,  has  ever  taken  an  active  interest 
in  the  work  of  electing  good  men  to  office.  He  is  prominent  in  Masonry,  hold¬ 
ing  membership  in  Pioneer  Lodge;  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  Des  Moines  Consistory,  S. 
P.  R.  S.  and  Za-Ga-Zig  Temple  of  the  Mystic  Shrine.  He  also  belongs  to  the 
Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen,  to  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  the  American 
Yeomen,  the  Modern  Brotherhood  of  America  and  the  Homesteaders. 

On  the  16th  of  April,  1890,  in  Omaha,  Nebraska,  Mr.  Deets  was  married  to 
Miss  Nellie  Clark,  a  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  George  Clark,  of  Omaha  and 
a  native  of  Redfield,  Iowa,  born  July  22,  1856.  They  have  become  parents  of 
two  children:  Helen,  born  July  30,  1891;  and  Grace,  October  30,  1893.  The 
parents  are  both  members  of  the  Central  Presbyterian  church  in  the  work  of 
which  they  are  actively  and  helpfully  interested,  Mr.  Deets  now  serving  as  pres¬ 
ident  of  the  Men’s  Brotherhood.  His  social  connections  are  with  the  Hyperion 
and  Golf  and  Automobile  Clubs.  He  is  genial,  always  approachable,  ever  cour¬ 
teous  and  kindly,  and  his  personal  traits  of  character  have  given  him  a  firm  hold 
upon  the  affectionate  regard  of  many  friends. 


ALICE  HUMPHREY  HATCH,  M.  D. 

Association  with  the  Des  Moines  Homeopathic  Medical  Society,  the  Hahne¬ 
mann  Medical  Association  of  Iowa,  and  the  American  Institute  of  Hemeopathv, 
keep  Dr.  Alice*  Humphrey  Hatch  in  close  association  with  the  work  that  is 
being  done  by  the  prominent  representatives  of  the  medical  profession  of  the 
school  in  which  she  practices  and  have  augmented  the  ability  which  she  acquired 
through  her  initial  study  in  the  Iowa  State  University. 

She  was  born  in  Redfield,  Iowa,  March  30,  1864,  a  daughter  of  William  C. 
and  Mercy  (Cheney)  Humphrey,  the  former  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  and  the 
latter  of  New  York.  Her  father  came  with  his  family  to  Iowa  in  1863  and  for 
many  years  followed  farming,  but  is  now  living  retired  in  California.  Both 
the  paternal  and  maternal  ancestors  of  Dr.  Hatch  came  from  England,  the  latter 
settling^  in  Plymouth,  Massachusetts,  and  it  is  supposed  they  were  related  to 
Miles  Standish.  Representatives  of  the  name  espoused  the  cause  of  the  colon¬ 
ists  at  the  time  of  the  Revolutionary  war  and  aided  in  the  establishment  of 
American  independence. 

In  the  country  schools  of  Dallas  county,  Iowa,  Dr.  Hatch  pursued  her  early 
education  and  later  attended  the  State  Normal  until  nineteen  years  of  age.  She 
then  entered  upon  the  profession  of  teaching  in  the  country  schools  of  Dallas 
county  and  also  taught  at  Van  Meter  and  at  Adel,  Iowa,  remaining  a  capable 
and  successful  representative  of  that  calling  for  ten  years.  Attracted,  however, 
to  the  practice  of  medicine,  in  the  fall  of  1892  she  entered  the  State  University 
at  Iowa  City  and  began  a  course  in  medicine,  which  she  comnleted  in  1895, 
winning  her  professional  degree  upon  her  graduation  in  that  vear.  She  then 
located  in  Des  Moines,  where  she  has  continued  in  general  practice,  although 
she  specializes  largely  in  the  treatment  of  diseases  of  women  and  children.  She 
has  been  a  close  and  constant  student  of  the  science  of  medicine  and  the  work 
being  done  by  the  eminent  representatives  of  the  homeopathic  school  of  prac¬ 
tice  and  her  increasing  ability  has  brought  her  an  extensive  and  gratifving 
patronage. 

She  is  a  member  of  the  Professional  Woman’s  League  and,  as  previously 
stated,  holds  membership  in  the  Des  Moines  Homeopathic  Medical  Society,  the 
Hahnemann  Medical  Association  of  Iowa,  and  the  American  Institute  of  Homeo¬ 
pathy.  She  is  also  a  member  of  the  Woman’s  Clinical  Society  of  Des  Moines  and 
a  member  of  the  staff  of  the  Children’s  Home.  She  is  devoted  to  her  profes- 
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sion,  in  which  connection  she  does  much  charitable  work  and  she  enjoys  a  high 
position  in  public  regard  as  a  practitioner,  enjoying  at  the  same  time  the  good 
will  and  confidence  of  her  professional  brethren. 

On  the  ioth  of  October,  1900,  in  Redfield,  Iowa,  Alice  Humphrey  became 
the  wife  of  John  B.  Hatch,  who  is  engaged  in  the  real-estate  and  brokerage  bus¬ 
iness  in  Des  Moines.  Dr.  Hatch  is  a  member  of  the  Plymouth  Congregational 
church  and  finds  time  for  benevolent  and  church  work  as  well  as  social  duties 
outside  the  path  of  her  profession.  She  is  a  lady  of  strong  intellectual  attain¬ 
ments  and  of  rare  talent  and  enjoys  an  extensive  practice,  much  of  which  comes 
from  among  Des  Moines’  best  people. 


WILLIAM  BOWEN. 

Each  day  holds  its  opportunity  and  William  Bowen  was  numbered  among 
those  men  who  in  an  active  life  improve  each  opportunity  that  is  presented. 
His  preliminary  education  was  gained  in  the  public  schools  and  in  the  high  school 
at  Fort  Wayne,  Indiana,  from  which  he  graduated  at  the  age  of  seventeen  years. 
He  afterward  studied  law  in  the  offices  of  Coons,  Miller  &  Bell,  of  Fort  Wayne, 
for  one  year.  Starting  in  life  without  any  special  advantages  at  the  outset  of 
his  business  career,  he  made  for  himself  a  creditable  name  and  position  in  busi¬ 
ness  circles  and  at  all  times  remained  an  active  factor  in  the  public  life  of  the 
community  in  which  he  was  located,  being  ever  interested  in  matters  of  progres¬ 
sive  citizenship  and  contributing  in  large  measure  to  all  movements  and  pro¬ 
jects  which  he  believed  would  stimulate  and  promote  the  business  activity  or 
advance  the  municipal  welfare. 

He  was  born  in  Fort  Wayne,  Indiana,  in  1853,  and  was  a  son  of  William 
Bowen,  Sr.,  a  native  of  New  York,  who  on  his  removal  westward  settled  at  Fort 
Wayne  where  he  engaged  in  the  wholesale  saddlery  business.  In  the  city  of  his 
nativity  his  son  and  namesake  was  reared  and  educated  and,  having  arrived  at 
years  of  maturity,  he  was  married,  in  Brooklyn,  New  York,  to  Miss  Emma  M. 
Clegg,  of  Dayton,  Ohio,  a  daughter  of  D.  W.  and  Marv  Anna  (Newcome) 
Clegg  and  a  granddaughter  of  Colonel  Newcome  who  was  the  first  settler  of 
Dayton,  Ohio,  and  was  also  senator,  congressman,  and  a  representative  of  the 
state  legislature. 

Soon  after  his  marriage  William  Bowen  removed  to  the  far  west,  settling  at 
Santa  Barbara,  California,  where  he  engaged  in  the  drug  business  for  some  time. 
Subsequently  he  sold  out  and  returned  to  Fort  Wayne,  where  he  established  a 
wholesale  millinery  business.  He  continued  in  that  line  for  a  time  and  then 
disposed  of  his  stock  and  accepted  a  position  with  the  Tenney  Electric  Company 
of  Fort  Wayne,  later  known  as  the  Woods  Electric  Company.  He  was  a  sales¬ 
man  for  the  firm  and  in  that  connection  he  established  the  electric  plant  at  Peoria, 
Illinois,  and  subsequently  installed  the  plant  of  the  Edison  Electric  Company. 
In  fact,  he  became  extensively  engaged  in  the  promotion  of  electric  plants  in 
various  parts  of  the  country  and  was  the  builder  of  the  one  at  Oskaloosa,  Iowa. 
He  went  there  in  1884,  purchased  an  interest  in  the  gas  and  water  works  and 
rebuilt  the  same,  installing  an  electric  plant.  In  1889  he  located  at  Davenport, 
Iowa,  where  he  organized  the  Hawkeve  Electric  Company,  of  which  he  re¬ 
mained  the  superintendent  for  five  years. 

He  came  to  Des  Moines  in  1892  and  took  charge  of  the  Auburn  Heights 
Land  Company  and  did  much  toward  promoting  the  welfare  of  the  city,  in  ex¬ 
ploiting  its  resources  and  advancing  its  interests.  His  work  in  this  connection 
was  of  great  value  in  connection  with  the  city’s  vital  growth  and  progress  and 
too  much  praise  cannot  be  given  him  in  connection  with  what  he  accomplished 
in  that  direction.  Later  he  engaged  in  the  accident  insurance  business,  organizing 
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a  company  for  its  conduct,  and  in  1900  he  became  associated  with  the  Strom- 
berg-Carlson  Company  as  state  agent,  selling  equipments  for  large  telephone 
plants,  many  of  which  were  installed  in  the  principal  towns  of  the  state.  He 
was  a  very  able  man,  active,  determined  and  persevering,  and  his  labors  were  at 
all  times  rich  in  results.  He  accomplished  what  he  undertook  and  when  one 
avenue  of  opportunity  seemed  closed  he  sought  out  another  path  by  which  to 
reach  the  desired  goal.  His  labors  were  not  only  a  source  of  benefit  to  himself, 
but  also  to  the  companies  with  which  he  was  connected  and  to  the  communities 
in  which  he  operated. 

During  the  twenty  years  of  his  residence  in  Des  Moines  Mr.  Bowen  became 
most  widely  and  favorably  known  and  his  family  were  prominent  in  the  social 
circles  of  the  city.  Unto  him  and  his  wife  were  born  three  children:  William, 
Jr.,  who  is  now  living  in  Des  Moines,  Iowa;  Marshall  R.,  a  resident  of  Arizona; 
and  Ruth  A.  In  his  political  views  Mr.  Bowen  was  always  a  progressive  re¬ 
publican,  active  and  earnest  in  support  of  the  party  in  which  he  had  considerable 
influence,  yet  he  never  sought  nor  desired  office  for  himself.  He  belonged  to  the 
Pioneer  Lodge  of  Masons  and  enjoyed  the  high  regard  of  his  brethren  of  the 
fraternity.  He  was  also  a  member  of  the  Sons  of  the  American  Revolution,  his 
grandfather,  Calvin  Bowen,  having  enlisted  from  Broome  county,  New  York. 
His  social  qualities  and  his  sterling  worth  made  him  popular  and  all  who  knew 
him  were  glad  to  call  him  friend.  His  many  admirable  characteristics  won  him 
high  esteem  and  deep  regret  was  felt  throughout  the  city  when  on  November 
9,  1910,  he  was  called  to  his  final  rest. 


FRANK  V.  DOLE. 

« 

Frank  V.  Dole,  the  treasurer  and  manager  of  the  Carbon  Coal  Company  of 
Des  Moines,  was  born  in  Jefferson  county,  Iowa,  on  the  26th  of  September, 
1875,  his  parents  being  Oscar  and  Martha  (Teeter)  Dole.  The  father^  whose 
birth  occurred  in  Ohio  in  1846,  followed  farming  in  early  manhood,  but  is  now 
an  engineer  of  Denver,  Colorado.  His  children  were  eight  in  number,  five  of 
whom  are  yet  living,  as  follows:  Frank  V.,  of  this  review;  James  R.,  who  is  a 
resident  of  St.  Louis,  Missouri ;  Lulu,  the  wife  of  C.  W.  Smith,  of  Portland, 
Oregon;  Margaret,  the  wife  of  L.  T.  Roberts,  of  Denver,  Colorado;  and  Cor- 
inne,  the  widow  of  Irvin  Thomas. 

Frank  V.  Dole  obtained  his  education  in  the  common  schools  of  Jefferson 
and  Marion  counties,  after  which  he  became  identified  with  general  agricultural 
pursuits,  following  farming  for  a  short  time.  Susequently  he  entered  the  mines, 
becoming  thoroughly  familiar  with  the  business  of  coal  mining  in  every  depart¬ 
ment.  He  served  in  the  capacity  of  weighman  for  about  four  years,  then  taking 
charge  of  the  books  in  the  office,  and  afterward  acted  as  general  superintendent 
of  the  mines.  He  was  engaged  next  with  a  local  concern  for  five  years  and  upon 
the  expiration  of  that  period  organized  the  Carbon  Coal  Company  in  associa¬ 
tion  with  B.  C.  Holm.  The  officers  of  the  company  are  now  as  follows:  John 
Shuler,  president ;  B.  C.  Holm,  vice  president ;  H.  M.  Shuler,  secretary,  and 
Frank  V.  Dole,  treasurer.  As  wholesale  and  retail  dealers  in  coal  they  enjoy 
an  extensive  and  profitable  trade.  Mr.  Dole  justly  merits  the  proud  American 
title  of  a  self-made  man,  his  present  enviable  success  being  attributable  entirely 
to  his  own  well  directed  labors  and  indefatigable  energy. 

On  the  3d  of  May,  1905,  Mr.  Dole  was  joined  in  wedlock  to  Miss  Mary 
Billings,  a  native  of  Des  Moines  and  a  daughter  of  William  and  Ellen  (Taylor) 
Billings,  both  of  whom  are  now  deceased.  William  Billings  participated  in  the 
Civil  war  as  a  LTnion  soldier  enlisting  from  Iowa.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dole  have 
one  daughter,  Margaret,  whose  natal  day  was  June  16,  1906. 
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In  politics  Mr.  Dole  is  a  republican,  while  fraternally  he  is  identified  with 
the  Masons.  His  religious  faith  is  indicated  by  his  membership  in  the  Christian 
church,  in  which  he  is  serving  as  a  deacon  and  also  as  financial  secretary.  In 
every  relation  of  life  he  has  commanded  the  trust  and  confidence  of  his  fellow- 
men,  and  is  possessed  of  those  sterling  traits  of  character  which  in  every  land 
and  clime  win  recognition  and  regard. 


THOMAS  F.  KELLEHER,  M.  D. 

Dr.  Thomas  F.  Kelleher  is  one  of  the  leading  members  of  the  medical  pro¬ 
fession  now  engaged  in  practice  in  Des  Moines.  He  comes  from  the  New 
England  states,  for  he  was  born  in  Lawrence,  Massachusetts,  on  the  5th  of 
February,  1855,  an(i  is  a  son  of  John  and  Elizabeth  (Ludgate)  Kelleher,  who 
removed  with  their  family  to  Iowa  in  1868  and  located  in  Iowa  City.  The  doctor 
was  about  thirteen  years  of  age  when  he  accompanied  his  parents  on  their  re¬ 
moval  to  this  state  and  after  attending  the  common  schools  entered  the  Univer¬ 
sity  of  Iowa,  where  he  pursued  his  medical  studies  and  was  graduated  from  the 
medical  department  in  the  class  of  1878.  He  first  opened  an  office  at  Bevington, 
Iowa,  and  later  removed  to  Fonda,  this  state,  where  he  remained  until  1885, 
which  year  witnessed  his  arrival  in  Des  Moines.  Since  then  he  has  been  en¬ 
gaged  in  active  practice  in  this  city  and  has  become  one  of  its  most  popular  and 
successful  physicians.  He  has  succeeded  in  building  up  a  large  practice  and  not 
only  has  the  confidence  and  regard  of  his  patients,  but  is  also  held  in  the  highest 
esteem  by  his  professional  brethren.  He  is  a  member  of  all  the  medical  societies 
and  in  this  way  keeps  in  close  touch  with  all  the  improvements  and  the  advance¬ 
ment  made  along  the  lines  of  medical  science.  He  is  medical  director  for  the 
American  Life  Insurance  Company  and  the  Inter-State  Business  Men’s  Accident 
Association. 

In  May,  1886,  Dr.  Kelleher  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Anna  Cunning¬ 
ham,  a  daughter  of  John  Cunningham,  of  Madison  county,  Iowa,  where  she 
was  born,  her  parents  being  pioneers  of  that  locality.  The  Doctor  and  his  wife 
have  five  children,  namely:  John  J.,  now  a  student  at  Ames  Agricultural  Col¬ 
lege  ;  Marie,  a  graduate  of  the  Des  Moines  high  school  and  Sacred  Heart  Acad¬ 
emy  ;  Thomas  and  Lewis,  both  attending  high  school ;  and  Anna,  a  student  at 
St.  Ambrose  Academy.  The  family  are  communicants  of  the  Catholic  church 
and  are  held  in  the  highest  esteem  by  a  large  circle  of  friends  and  acquaintances. 
In  his  political  affiliations  Dr.  Kelleher  is  a  democrat,  and  as  a  public-spirited 
and  progressive  citizen  takes  a  commendable  interest  in  public  affairs. 


MATHEW  MENEOUGH. 

The  late  Mathew  Meneough,  who  was  one  of  the  substantial  and  successful 
agriculturists  of  Jefferson  township,  was  born  in  Polk  county  on  the  27th  of 
April,  1861,  his  parents  being  John  and  Bridget  (Meloy)  Meneough,  natives 
of  Ireland.  The  father  emigrated  to  the  United  States  in  early  manhood,  locat¬ 
ing  in  Des  Moines  in  1858.  Having  no  trade  he  engaged  in  various  occupa¬ 
tions  until  1874,  when  he  removed  with  his  wife  and  family  to  Webster  town¬ 
ship,  where  he  bought  a  farm  in  the  improvement  and  cultivation  of  which  he 
engaged  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1878.  Elis  wife,  however,  survived 
until  1903. 

Mathew  Meneough  was  reared  and  educated  in  Des  Moines  and  Webster 
township,  and  after  the  completion  of  his  schooling  he  remained  at  home,  as- 
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sisting  his  father  in  the  cultivation  of  the  farm,  until  he  was  twenty-six  years 
of  age,  when  he  removed  to  Jefferson  township.  There  he  purchased  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land,  which  formed  the  nucleus  of  his  homestead, 
and  in  the  cultivation  of  which  he  successfully  engaged  until  his  demise  January 
24,  1903.  At  different  times  as  he  was  able  he  added  to  his  realty  holdings 
until  his  farm  contained  two  hundred  acres,  in  addition  to  which  he  owned  a 
half  section  of  land  in  the  vicinity  of  Mitchell,  South  Dakota. 

Mr.  Meneough  was  married  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Braniff  on  the  8th  of  January, 
1890.  Mrs.  Meneough  is  a  daughter  of  Henry  and  Mary  (Kinsella)  Braniff, 

natives  of  Canada,  the  father  having  emigrated  to  the  United  States  after  he 

attained  his  majority  and  the  mother  coming  with  her  parents  in  her  infancy. 
Mr.  Braniff  first  located  in  Dubuque  county,  Iowa,  where  he  rented  a  farm, 
which  he  operated  for  three  years.  At  the  end  of  that  period  he  removed  to 
Dallas  county  and  bought  some  unimproved  prairie  land,  upon  which  he  erected 
a  log  house,  clearing  and  improving  his  land  as  rapidly  as  possible.  A  little 
later  he  erected  a  frame  house,  which  superseded  the  log  cabin,  and  also  built 
a  barn  and  outbuildings.  He  continued  to  reside  upon  this  farm  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  on  the  5th  of  October,  1894.  Mrs.  Braniff,  who  still  survives 
her  husband,  is  now  sixty-six  years  of  age  and  makes  her  home  in  Granger,  Iowa. 
The  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Meneough  was  blessed  with  the  advent  of  four 

children,  two  sons  and  two  daughters :  Mary  E.,  who  is  an  assistant  in  the 

postoffice  in  Grimes;  Henry  M.,  who  is  operating  the  homestead  for  his  mother; 
Frances  B.,  who  is  attending  school  at  Grimes;  and  Edward  M.,  who  has  passed 
bis  tenth  year. 

The  family  all  affiliate  with  the  Roman  Catholic  church,  of  which  Mr. 
Meneough  was  also  a  communicant.  He  was  also  a  member  of  the  Modern 
Woodmen  of  America  and  the  Brotherhood  of  American  Yeomen,  while  both  he 
and  Mrs.  Meneough  belonged  to  the  Royal  Neighbors,  the  ladies  auxiliary  of 
the  Modern  Woodmen.  An  ardent  democrat,  Mr.  Meneough  gave  his  support 
to  the  men  and  measures  of  that  party,  but  as  his  personal  interests  demanded 
the  greater  part  of  his  time  and  attention  he  never  was  an  office  seeker.  A 
kind  neighbor  and  considerate  husband  and  father,  he  was  deeply  mourned  not 
only  in  the  family  circle  but  in  the  community  where  he  was  well  known  and 
highly  regarded. 


MALCOLM  ALLEN  ROYAL,  M.  D. 

One  of  the  promising  younger  members  of  the  medical  profession  in  Des 
Moines  is  Dr.  Malcolm  Allen  Royal,  who  for  the  past  six  years  has  been  asso¬ 
ciated  in  practice  with  his  father,  Dr.  George  Royal,  one  of  the  well  known  and 
successful  physicians  of  the  city.  He  was  born  in  Rockville,  Connecticut,  on  the 
5th  of  March,  1882,  his  parents  being  Dr.  George  and  Ella  J.  (Kingsbury)  Royal, 
the  latter  a  native  of  Connecticut  and  the  father  of  Alford,  Massachusetts,  where 
he  was  born  July  15,  1853.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Royal  migrated  to  Iowa  in  1883,  locat¬ 
ing  in  Des  Moines,  where  he  immediately  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  profes¬ 
sion,  in  which  he  has  been  most  successful,  being  regarded  as  one  of  the  city’s 
leading  physicians. 

The  greater  part  of  Dr.  Malcolm  A.  Royal’s  life  has  been  spent  in  this  city, 
in  the  public  and  high  schools  of  which  he  acquired  his  preliminary  education, 
graduating  in  1900.  In  the  autumn  following  he  entered  the  State  University 
at  Iowa  City,  taking  up  a  seven  year  combination  course.  In  1904  the  degree 
of  Bachelor  of  Science  was  conferred  upon  him.  Having  decided  upon  the 
medical  profession  as  his  life  work,  he  at  once  entered  the  College  of  Homeo¬ 
pathic  Medicine,  a  branch  of  Hahnemann  Medical  College,  and  immediately  fol- 
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lowing  the  completion  of  his  collegiate  course,  in  1906,  was  granted  his  degree 
of  M.  D.,  his  alma  mater  conferring  upon  him  an  M.  S.  at  the  same  time.  He 
then  returned  to  Iowa  City,  where  he  accepted  an  interneship  in  the  hospital,  re¬ 
maining  there  for  one  year.  In  the  mean  time  his  father’s  practice  had  in¬ 
creased  so  rapidly  that  it  was  with  great  difficulty  he  found  it  possible  to  meet 
all  of  the  demands  made  upon  him,  so  coming  back  to  Des  Moines  his  son 
became  his  assistant.  Although  he  is  very  young  he  is  recognized  as  a  man 
possessing  unusual  ability  and  is  meeting  with  marked  success  in  his  profession, 
and  is  constantly  winning  practice  because  of  his  personal  merits  rather  than 
because  of  his  association  with  his  father. 

Dr.  Royal  was  married  on  the  18th  of  January,  1908,  to  Miss  Mabel  King,  of 
Des  Moines,  a  daughter  of  A.  S.  King,  a  native  of  New  York.  They  affiliate 
with  the  Congregational  church.  Fraternally  Dr.  Royal  is  identified  with  Capital 
Lodge,  No.  no,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  Des  Moines  Lodge,  No.  18,  A.  O.  U.  W.  He 
is  also  the  medical  examiner  of  the  latter  organization.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Hyperion  Club,  and  through  the  medium  of  the  Polk  County  Homeopathic 
Society,  the  State  Homeopathic  Association  and  the  American  Institute  of 
Homeopathy,  he  maintains  relationship  with  the  members  of  his  profession.  He 
also  belongs  to  the  Hahnemann  Medical  Association  of  Iowa,  of  which  he  has 
been  the  treasurer  for  the  past  four  years. 

Judged  by  the  marked  success  with  which  Dr.  Royal  has  met  during  the 
brief  period  of  his  practice,  and  considered  from  both  a  professional  and  business 
point  of  view,  the  outlook  for  the  future  seems  most  promising.  He  is  not 
so  absorbed  in  the  advancement  of  his  private  interests  as  to  neglect  his  duties  as 
a  citizen,  and  always  takes  an  active  and  helpful  part  in  all  local  matters,  his 
political  support  being  accorded  to  the  republican  party  and  its  candidates.  He  is 
a  public-spirited,  progressive  man,  and  considered  from  either  a  civic  or  profes¬ 
sional  aspect  would  be  an  acquisition  to  any  community. 


LEON  WOOD  AINSWORTH. 

Leon  Wood  Ainsworth,  for  six  years  past  manager  of  the  Western  Union 
Telegraph  Company  at  Des  Moines  and  one  of  the  highly  esteemed  business 
men  of  the  city,  was  born  at  Pittsburg,  Pennsylvania,  September  17,  1876.  He 
is  a  son  of  George  W.  and  Mary  (Carmont)  Ainsworth,  the  former  of  whom 
was  descended  on  his  mother’s  side  from  Abinah  Wood,  who  was  a  privateer  in 
the  Revolutionary  war.  The  father  was  also  possessed  of  a  patriotic  spirit  and 
served  four  years  during  the  Civil  war  in  a  Pennsylvania  regiment. 

Leon  W.  Ainsworth  secured  his  early  education  in  the  public  schools  of 
Pittsburg  and  later  attended  the  Baptist  College  at  Des  Moines.  His  introduc¬ 
tion  to  business  life  was  as  a  messenger  boy  for  the  Western  Union  Telegraph 
Company  at  Pittsburg  in  1888,  when  he  was  twelve  years  of  age.  He  became  an 
expert  telegrapher  and  in  1894  arrived  in  Des  Moines,  where  he  has  since  made 
his  home.  He  was  appointed  chief  operator  in  the  Des  Moines  office  in  1902, 
but  a  year  later  left  the  company  and  engaged  in  the  grain  business.  However, 
in  1905,  he  returned  to  the  employ  of  the  Western  Union  Telegraph  Company 
as  its  manager  at  Des  Moines,  also  being  manager  of  the  American  District 
Telegraph  Company  in  this  city.  Possessing  a  genial  address  and  attractive 
manner,  he  has  won  many  friends  in  Des  Moines  and  has  been  instrumental  in 
greatly  improving  the  facilities  and  increasing  the  business  of  the  company.  Hav¬ 
ing  devoted  the  most  of  his  life  to  telegraphy  in  its  various  departments,  he 
understands  his  calling  thoroughly  and  has  gained  acknowledged  standing 
throughout  the  west  in  his  chosen  specialty. 
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On  the  26th  of  October,  1903,  Mr.  Ainsworth  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Callie  Isabelle  McCornack,  a  daughter  of  Peter  and  Jane  (Galt)  McCornack,  o 
Des  Moines.  The  father  was  born  in  Illinois  and  settled  in  Tama  county,  Iowa 
in  1867.  The  mother  was  a  native  of  Scotland.  She  came  to  Iowa  in  1852  and 
made  her  home  in  Tama  county.  Two  children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  *  rs. 

Ainsworth,  Peter  McCornack  and  David  Galt.  .  . 

Politically  Mr.  Ainsworth  gives  enthusiastic  allegiance  to.  the  republican 
party,  and  religiously  he  is  identified  with  the  United  Presbyterian  church.  He 
is  a  valued  member  of  the  Masonic  lodge  and  also  of  the  Elks,  the  Commercial 
Club  and  the  Press  Club  of  Des  Moines.  At  the  time  of  the  Spamsh-American 
war  he  offered  his  services  to  the  government  and  was  connected  -with  the 
Twelfth  United  States  Volunteer  Signal  Corps  in  Cuba  during  the  winter  of 
1898-9.  In  February,  1908,  he  was  appointed  chief  signal  officer  of  the  state  of 
Iowa  with  the  rank  of  colonel  and  was  reappointed  lieutenant  colonel  and  chief 
signal  officer  in  September,  1909,  a  position  which  he  now  holds.  He  is  thor¬ 
oughly  efficient  in  everything  he  undertakes  and,  therefore,  he  is  successful  in 
business  and  in  all  relations  of  life  highly  popular. 


ADONIRAM  J.  MATHIS. 

Adoniram  J.  Mathis,  a  successful  and  extensive  realty  dealer  of  Des  Moines, 
conducting  business  under  the  name  of  the  Mathis  Realty  Company,  was  ^9.™  in 
Des  Moines  county,  Iowa,  on  the  26th  of  November,  1844.  His  parents,  W  llliam 
and  Elizabeth  (Duke)  Mathis,  were  both  natives  of  Kentucky,  the  former  born 
on  the  28th  of  November,  1808,  and  the  latter  on  the  20th  of  April,  1807.  \\  lll¬ 

iam  Mathis  followed  farming  throughout  his  active  business  career.  Unto  him 
and  his  wife  were  born  ten  children,  the  record  of  whom  is.  as  follows:  David 
and  William,  both  of  whom  are  deceased;  James  H.,  who  enlisted  for  service  in 
the  Civil  war  as  a  member  of  Company  B,  Fifteenth  Iowa  Volunteer  Infantry, 
and  who  died  while  in  the  army ;  John  T.,  who  has  also  passed  away ;  George  W 
who  is  married  and  resides  in  Douglas  township,  Polk  county ;  Adoniram  J.,  of 
this  review;  and  four  who  died  in  childhood  and  were  buried  in  Danville,  Iowa. 

Adoniram  J.  Mathis  obtained  his  education  in  the  public  schools  of  Des 
Moines  and  Polk  counties,  coming  to  this  county  in  May,  1855.  After  putting 
aside  his  text-books  he  began  work  on  a  farm  and  subsequently  engaged  in  the 
live  stock  business  until  1882,  when  he  came  to  Des  Moines,  arriving  here  on  the 
13th  of  October.  In  this  city  he  has  made  his  home  throughout  the  intervening 
years  and  has  given  his  attention  to  the  real-estate  business.  He  deals  in  city 
real  estate,  handling  his  own  property  and  also  transacting  business  on  a  com¬ 
mission  basis.  He  has  made  it  his  purpose  to  fully  acquaint  himself  with  realty 
values  and  has  negotiated  many  important  property  transfers,  so  that  many  sales 
and  purchases  are  entrusted  to  him. 

Mr.  Mathis  has  been  married  twice.  On  the  21st  of  March,  1865,  he  wedded 
Miss  Amanda  P.  Carr,  whose  birth  occurred  in  Lawrence  county,  Indiana,  on 
the  28th  of  November,  1841,  her  parents  being  Lindsey  and  Nellie  (Chambers) 
Carr,  the  former  a  farmer  by  occupation.  By  this  union  there  were  two  chil¬ 
dren:  Frank  A.,  who  married  Miss  Alice  Dietz,  by  whom  he  has  two  children, 
Fritz  D.  and  Marjorie;  and  Whitney  H.,  who  wedded  Miss  Agatha  \  eeser. 
The  wife  and  mother  was  called  to  her  final  rest  on  the  27th  of  November,  1907, 
and  on  the  8th  of  July,  1908,  Mr.  Mathis  was  again  married,  his  second  union 
being  with  Mrs.  Eliza  Ferguson,  a  sister  of  his  former  wife. 

In  politics  Mr.  Mathis  is  a  democrat  and  on  that  ticket  was  elected  judge 
of  the  police  court,  serving  in  that  capacity  for  four  years  or  from  1904  until 
1908.  In  the  latter  year  he  was  chosen  mayor  of  Des  Moines,  holding  the  office 
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for  two  years  or  until  May,  1910.  His  important  official  duties  were  discharged 
in  a  most  commendable  and  praiseworthy  manner,  showing  that  the  confidence 
of  his  constituents  was  not  misplaced.  In  religious  faith  he  is  a  Baptist,  while 
fraternally  he  is  identified  with  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  the  An¬ 
cient  Order  of  United  Workmen,  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America  and  the 
Woodmen  of  the  World.  He  is  also  a  valued  member  of  the  East  Des  Moines 
Commercial  League.  The  period  of  his  residence  in  Polk  county  covers  fifty- 
six  years  and  he  has  gained  a  host  of  friends  within  its  borders. 


J.  N.  PARKER. 

J.  N.  Parker,  who  has  represented  the  Queal  Lumber  Company  as  manager  of 
the  Des  Moines  yards  for  the  past  twenty-four  years,  is  one  of  the  well  known  and 
substantial  business  men  of  the  city.  His  birth  occurred  in  Somerset,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  on  the  8th  of  May,  1858,  his  parents  being  John  W.  and  Ellen  (Neff)  Par¬ 
ker,  who  were  likewise  natives  of  that  place  and  were  born  in  the  years  1831  and 
1830  respectively.  The  father  was  successfully  engaged  in  the  hotel  business 
throughout  his  active  career.  Our  subject  is  one  of  the  six  survivors  of  a  family 
of  eight  children. 

J.  N.  Parker  obtained  his  education  in  the  schools  of  his  native  town,  after 
which  he  was  connected  with  the  grain  business  for  eight  years.  On  the  expira¬ 
tion  of  that  period  he  entered  the  service  of  the  Queal  Lumber  Company,  with 
which  concern  he  has  been  identified  continuously  since,  or  for  a  period  of  twenty- 
eight  years.  He  represented  the  company  as  manager  at  Ireton,  Sioux  county, 
Iowa,  for  four  years  and  for  the  past  twenty-four  years  has  been  manager  of  the 
Des  Moines  yards.  The  Queal  Lumber  Company  maintains  its  headquarters  at 
Minneapolis  and  has  about  one  hundred  yards  throughout  the  country,  the  Des 
Moines  branch  being  conducted  on  a  wholesale  and  retail  basis.  Mr.  Parker  pos¬ 
sesses  untiring  energy,  is  quick  of  perception,  forms  his  plans  readily  and  is  deter¬ 
mined  in  their  execution,  and  his  close  application  to  business  and  his  excellent 
management  have  brought  to  the  concern  with  which  he  is  connected  a  large  de¬ 
gree  of  success. 

Mr.  Parker  belongs  to  the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks  and  is 
also  a  member  of  the  Commercial  Club.  In  matters  of  citizenship  he  is  progres¬ 
sive,  desiring  the  welfare  and  upbuilding  of  the  community  to  the  extent  not  only 
of  indorsing  public  measures  but  of  cooperating  in  all  movements  for  the  general 
good. 


L.  DRAKELY  ROOD,  M.  D. 

Death  often  removes  from  our  midst  those  whom  we  can  ill  afford  to  lose 
and  with  feelings  of  deep  sorrow  and  regret  on  ever}’  hand  the  news  of  the 
demise  of  L.  Drakely  Rood  was  received.  He  had  endeared  himself  to  his 
fellow  townsmen  not  only  by  reason  of  his  professional  skill,  which  was  of  a 
high  order,  but  also  by  the  sterling  worth  of  his  character  as  a  man  and  citizen. 
He  was  born  in  Milton,  Chittenden  county,  Vermont,  January  20,  1861,  a  son 
of  Thomas  and  Eliza  M.  (Meers)  Rood,  the  former  a  farmer  of  the  Green 
Mountain  state. 

Dr.  Rood  supplemented  his  public-school  education  by  study  in  Vermont 
University,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1880.  He  had  also  acted  as  the 
assistant  of  Dr.  Phelps,  a  noted  surgeon  of  New  York,  and  his  training  in  that 
connection  was  invaluable.  He  entered  upon  the  practice  of  his  profession 
at  Meriden,  Connecticut,  and  remained  in  general  practice  there  for  a  few 
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years,  after  which  he  returned  to  Vermont,  where  he  followed  his  profession 
until  1890.  In  that  year  he  came  to  Des  Moines  and  opened  an  office  in  the 
Utica  building,  where  he  continued  until  his  death,  having  a  well  appointed 
suite  of  rooms,  equipped  with  many  of  the  latest  devices  of  value  to  the  physi¬ 
cian  in  his  important  work  of  restoring  health.  He  never  regretted  coming 
to  the  middle  west,  for  he  was  successful  from  the  beginning.  While  he  con¬ 
tinued  in  the  general  practice  of  medicine,  he  more  and  more  largely  in  his 
later  years  specialized  in  the  field  of  tuberculosis,  devoting  much  time  and  at¬ 
tention  to  the  study  of  that  disease.  His  practice  in  that  connection  was  at¬ 
tended  with  remarkable  success  in  both  the  city  and  throughout  the  state  to 
points  to  which  he  was  called  for  professional  service.  He  became  largely 
recognized  as  an  authority  upon  tuberculosis  and  his  investigations  and  re¬ 
searches  were  proving  not  only  an  element  for  good  in  his  own  practice  but 
were  also  a  force  in  the  practice  of  others,  as  he  disseminated  the  knowledge 

that  came  to  him  through  study  and  experience. 

Dr.  Rood  was  married  in  Burlington,  Vermont,  in  1883,  to  Miss  Bertha 
Allen,  a  native  of  that  place.  Following  his  removal  to  Des  Moines  he  erected 
a  beautiful  home  on  Grand  avenue,  the  finest  residence  street  in  the  city.  His 
death  occurred  August  8,  1910,  when  he  was  forty-nine  years  of  age.  The 
profession  and  the  community  at  large  as  well  as  his  immediate  household 
suffered  a  great  loss  in  his  passing.  He  was  public  spirited  and  always  took  a 
deep  interest  in  the  welfare  of  the  city  and  its  progress.  He  is  quoted  as  hav¬ 
ing  been  the  most  desirable  man  who  ever  served  on  the  boaid  of  pension 
examiners,  of  which  lie  was  secretary  for  several  years.  He  belonged  to  the 
Masonic  fraternity,  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  the  Benevolent 
Protective  Order  of  Elks  and  the  Episcopal  church.  He  was  ever  a  bioad 
reader,  keeping  in  touch  with  the  best  thinking  men  of  the  age  in  the  discus¬ 
sion  of  vital  questions,  while  his  reading  also  compassed  a  wide  literary  range 
as  well  as  professional  literature.  He  was  one  who  wisely  used  time  and  talents 
for  the  benefit  of  others  as  well  as  the  promotion  of  his  own  interests,  and  his 
worth  was  uniformly  acknowledged  by  all  who  knew  him. 


ABRAM  L.  BEBINGER. 

Abram  L.  Bebinger,  who  enjoys  a  large  patronage  as  a  florist  of  Des  Moines, 
was  born  in  Moores  Hill,  Indiana,  on  the  15th  of  July,  1861.  His  parents  were 
Abraham  and  Martha  J.  (Hartley)  Bebinger,  the  former  a  native  of  Germany 
and  the  latter  of  Pennsylvania.  The  father,  who  was  an  agriculturist  by  occu¬ 
pation,  crossed  the  Atlantic  to  the  United  States  in  1848  and  located  in  Indiana, 
where' he  purchased,  cleared  and  improved  a  farm,  being  successfully  engaged 
in  its  operation  until  called  to  his  final  rest  in  1888.  His  wife  passed  away 

in  1894.  .  . 

Abram  L.  Bebinger  was  reared  in  the  state  of  his  nativity  and  obtained  Ins 

education  in  the  district  and  public  schools.  He  remained  under  the  paiental 
roof  until  nineteen  years  of  age  and  then  began  hauling  lumber,  being  thus  em¬ 
ployed  for  two  years.  On  the  expiration  of  that  period  he  went  to  Omaha, 
Nebraska,  and  at  the  end  of  a  year  removed  to  Madison,  that  state,  where  he 
followed  general  agricultural  pursuits  for  three  years.  Subsequently  lie  re¬ 
turned  to  South  Omaha  and  worked  at  teaming  for  three  years,  while  during 
the  following  six  years  he  fired  a  boiler.  In  1897  he  came  to  Des  Moines,  Iowa, 
and  entered  the  service  of  the  firm  of  C.  L.  Percival  &  Company,  acting  in  the 
capacity  of  foreman  for  twelve  years.  At  the  end  of  that  time  he  purchased 
twelve  city  lots  at  Eighteenth  and  East  Walnut  streets  and  embarked  in  business 
as  the  proprietor  of  a  greenhouse,  also  erecting  five  residences  on  the  site,  which 
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he  now  rents.  As  a  florist  he  has  built  up  an  extensive  and  profitable  trade, 
handling  an  excellent  variety  of  hothouse  plants  and  flowers. 

In  November,  1884,  Mr.  Bebinger  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Trena  L. 
Daughters,  a  daughter  of  William  T.  and  Sarah  E.  (Heaton)  Daughters, 
both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Indiana.  The  father  was  employed  as  a 
railroad  engineer  for  a  number  of  years  and  subsequently  became  identified 
with  general  agricultural  pursuits,  operating  a  farm  in  Kansas  for  some  time. 
He  is  now  living  retired  at  Sandpoint,  Idaho,  and  has  attained  the  venerable 
age  of  eighty  years.  His  wife  was  called  to  her  final  rest  in  1906  when  sixty-five 
years  of  age.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bebinger  have  six  children,  namely :  Charles  W., 
a  young  man  of  twenty-five  years ;  Cora  Pearl,  who  is  married  and  lives  in  Des 
Moines;  Vira  L.  and  Vera  T.,  twins,  who  are  twenty-one  years  old;  Clarence  V., 
a  youth  of  sixteen;  and  Ruthella  M.,  a  little  maiden  of  eight. 

In  politics  Mr.  Bebinger  is  a  republican,  while  fraternally  he  is  identified 
with  the  Masons,  the  Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen  and  the  Modern  Wood¬ 
men  of  America.  In  religious  faith  both  he  and  his  wife  are  Methodists.  In  his 
business  life  he  is  found  to  be  thoroughly  reliable  as  well  as  enterprising  and  his 
success  is  therefore  well  merited. 


WALTER  A.  RUTLEDGE. 

Eighteen  years  ago  Walter  A.  Rutledge  became  connected  with  the  insur¬ 
ance  business,  as  organizer  of  the  Farmers  Mutual  Hail  Insurance  Association 
of  Iowa,  a  concern  which  has  steadily  grown  until  it  now  carries  about  five  mil¬ 
lion  dollars’  worth  of  insurance  in  the  state  and  is  .known  as  one  of  the  most 
successful  organizations  of  the  kind  in  the  entire  country.  The  success  of  this 
company  is,  in  a  great  measure,  due  to  Mr.  Rutledge,  who  has  from  the  begin¬ 
ning  been  its  secretary  and  manager.  He  is  descended  from  Irish  and  German 
ancestry  and  was  born  in  Scott  county,  Iowa,  August  20,  1861,  being  the  son  of 
Foster  and  Caroline  (Hart)  Rutledge.  The  father,  who  was  a  native  of  Can¬ 
ada,  removed  to  Scott  county,  Iowa,  in  1856  and  there  spent  four  or  five  years, 
after  which  he  removed  to  Clinton  county  and  several  years  later  to  Sac  county, 
where  his  widow  still  resides.  He  made  farming  his  life  occupation. 

Walter  A.  Rutledge,  of  this  review  grew  up  on  his  father's  farm  and  as  a  boy 
attended  the  schools  of  Clinton  and  Carroll  counties.  Later  he  was  a  student 
for  two  years  at  the  Carroll  high  school.  He  taught  school  in  Carroll  and  Sac 
counties  for  eleven  years,  devoting  his  attention  to  teaching  in  the  winter  and 
farming  during  the  summer  months.  In  1893  he  organized  the  Farmers  Mutual 
Hail  Insurance  Association  of  Iowa,  and  on  November  1,  1894,  established  the 
headquarters  of  the  company  at  Des  Moines,  where  they  have  since  continued. 
The  president  of  the  company  is  Scott  Rutledge,  of  Sac  county,  and  the  treas¬ 
urer  is  J.  A.  Benson  of  Sheldon,  Iowa.  The  company  was  organized  upon  sound 
business  principles,  which  met  with  the  approval  of  the  farmers  of  Iowa,  and  its 
growth  has  been  indeed  remarkable,  its  financial  standing  being  very  high.  Mr. 
Rutledge  has  made  fortunate  investments  in  lands  and  owns  several  promising 
tracts  in  Canada. 

On  the  25th  of  October,  1885,  in  Carroll  county,  Mr.  Rutledge  was  married 
to  Miss  Jessie  M.  Soper,  who  was  born  at  Denver,  Colorado,  a  daughter  of  O.  J. 
Soper,  who  settled  in  Carroll  county.  Six  children  have  been  bom  to  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Rutledge,  namely:  Foster  O.,  who  was  born  January  5,  1887;  Carrie  Ethel, 
who  is  the  wife  of  Charles  H.  Thornton  of  Des  Maines ;  Charles  W. ;  Perry  Carl  ; 
Walter  Scott ;  and  Paul  J. 

In  religious  faith  Mr.  Rutledge  adheres  to  the  Baptist  church,  in  which  he  is 
an  active  worker.  A  progressive  republican  in  politics,  he  keeps  well  informed 
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concerning  the  vital  questions  of  the  day  and  votes  intelligently,  using  wide 
latitude  in  the  selection  of  his  choice  of  candidates,  especially  in  local  elections. 
He  is  greatly  interested  in  fraternal  orders  and  holds  membership  in  the  Odd 
Fellows,  Knights  of  Pythias,  Modern  Brotherhood  of  America,  American 
Nobles,  Homesteaders  and  Brotherhood  of  American  Yeomen.  He  was  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Brotherhood  of  American  Yeomen  from  March,  1898,  to  July,  1901, 
assuming  the  responsibility  at  a  time  when  the  organization  was  practically  bank¬ 
rupt,  having  less  than  a  thousand  members  and  with  an  indebtedness  of  over 
eight  thousand  dollars.  At  the  close  of  his  administration,  which  extended  over 
a  period  of  a  little  more  than  three  years,  the  order  included  a  membership  of 
twenty-three  thousand,  and  had  in  its  treasury  over  one  hundred  and  -sixty-five 
thousand  dollars.  This  speaks  more  emphatically  than  mere  words  as  to  the 
judgment  and  business  ability  of  the  subject  of  this  review.  He  resigned  from 
the  presidency  of  the  order  on  account  of  overwork  and  ill  health.  He  has  s:nce, 
fortunately,  regained  his  health  and  strength. 


CLIFFORD  W.  LOSH,  M.  D. 

Dr.  Clifford  W.  Losh  is  one  of  the  younger  members  of  the  medical  frater¬ 
nity,  in  which  connection  pronounced  ability  and  careful  preparation  are  bring¬ 
ing  to  him  substantial  success. 

Born  in  Des  Moines  on  the  2d  of  September,  1883,  Clifford  W.  Losh  is  a 
son  of  David  F.  and  Frances  (Huff)  Losh.  His  ancestors  in  both  the  paternal 
and  maternal  lines  came  from  Germany.  The  father  was  born  in  Pennsylvania 
and,  in  1875,  came  to  Des  Moines,  where  he  has  lived  continuously  since.  Here 
he  married  Frances  Huff,  who  was  born  in  this  city  June  9,  1858,  and  is  a 
daughter  of  Frank  Huff,  who  came  from  Germany  to  the  United  States  with 
his  parents  and  settled  in  New  York.  He  was  then  about  eight  years  of  age 
and  in  1850  he  removed  westward  to  Des  Moines,  casting  in  his  lot  with  the 
early  settlers  of  Polk  county.  For  a  time  he  followed  farming  in  this  county, 
but  later  turned  his  attention  to  the  retail  grocery  business  as  one  of  the  early 
merchants  of  the  city,  his  location  being  on  West  Second  street.  He  had  the 
largest  retail  grocery  store  in  Des  Moines  at  that  time  and  occupied  a  prominent 
position  among  the  business  men  of  the  capital.  He  met  with  a  tragic  death 
in  1884,  being  murdered  while  on  his  way  home  from  his  store  one  night.  Unto 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  David  F.  Losh  were  born  four  children:  Clifford,  of  this  review; 
Clyde,  who  was  born  in  Des  Moines  and  is  now  deceased;  Frances,  who  was 
born  in  Wichita,  Kansas ;  and  David,  who  was  born  in  Des  Moines  and  has 
passed  away. 

In  the  public  and  high  schools  of  this  city  Clifford  W.  Losh  pursued  his  early 
education  and  later  entered  Drake  University,  from  which  he  was  graduated 
with  the  M.  D.  degree  in  the  class  of  1905,  when  twenty-one  years  of  age,  being 
the  youngest  member  of  the  class.  Immediately  afterward  he  located  for  prac¬ 
tice  in  Bevington,  Iowa,  opening  an  office  there  in  June.  He  remained  at  that 
place  until  May,  1906,  when  he  returned  to  Des  Moines  and  was  appointed  as¬ 
sistant  city  physician,  which  office  he  filled  for  two  years.  At  the  same  time 
he  conducted  a  private  practice  and  in  the  intervening  years  has  built  up  a  large 
business,  being  regarded  today  as  one  of  the  leading  young  physicians  of  the 
city.  He  now  has  offices  at  No.  317  Utica  building,  well  equipped  with  all  the 
modern  appliances  which  are  accessory  to  the  successful  practice  of  medicine 
and  surgery.  From  1908  until  1910  he  served  as  city  physician  and  health  officer, 
retiring  from  the  office  on  the  1st  of  June,  1910. 

Between  1904  and  1908  Dr.  Losh  had  military  training,  being  for  two  years 
a  member  of  the  signal  corps  and  for  two  years  a  member  of  the  hospital  corps 
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of  the  Fifty-fourth  Regiment  of  the  Iowa  National  Guard.  In  politics  he  is  a 
progressive  republican,  believing  that  advancement  and  improvement  should  be 
as  strongly  manifest  in  political  connections  as  in  private  life  or  in  business  af¬ 
fairs.  He  holds  membership  with  the  Presbyterian  church,  and  also  with  the 
Waveland,  Golf  and  Country  Club.  In  more  strictly  professional  lines  he  is  con¬ 
nected  with  the  Polk  County  Medical  Society,  the  Iowa  State  Medical  Society 
and  the  American  Medical  Association,  and  thus  keeps  in  touch  with  the  advanced 
thought  of  the  profession.  He  holds  to  high  ideals  in  his  practice  and  conforms 
his  work  at  all  times  most  closely  to  the  ethics  of  the  profession. 


DANIEL  W.  McCORD. 

Daniel  W.  McCord  is  one  of  the  younger  members  of  the  legal  fraternity  of 
Des  Moines,  occupying,  however,  a  position  of  responsibility  as  manager  of  the 
commercial  department  of  the  firm  of  Dudley  &  Coffin.  Iowa  claims  him  as  a 
native  son,  his  birth  having  occurred  in  Colfax,  on  the  8th  of  June,  1886.  In 
his  ancestry  is  a  mingled  strain  of  Scotch,  Irish  and  English.  The  McCords 
came  from  England,  the  first  of  the  family  in  the  new  world  having  sailed  on  the 
Mayflower.  Three  of  the  ancestors  of  Daniel  W.  McCord  in  the  paternal  line 
were  soldiers  of  the  American  army  in  the  Revolutionary  war.  His  father, 
William  A.  McCord,  a  native  of  Wisconsin,  came  to  Iowa  in  the  early  ’6os  and 
is  still  a  resident  of  Des  Moines,  his  business  connection,  however,  being  that  of 
traveling  representative  for  the  American  Book  Company  of  Chicago.  He  mar¬ 
ried  Victoria  Webb,  a  native  of  Louisiana  and  of  Scotch-Irish  lineage,  her  peo¬ 
ple  having  come  to  the  new  world  at  an  early  period  in  its  colonization. 

The  public  schools  of  Polk  county-  afforded  Daniel  W.  McCord  his  early  edu¬ 
cational  privileges  and  he  continued  his  studies  at  Ames  and  also  in  Drake  Uni¬ 
versity,  where  he  completed  the  law  course  by  graduation  with  the  class  of  1909. 
Immediately  afterward  he  became  connected  with  Dudley  &  Coffin,  one  of  the 
oldest  and  best  established  law  firms  in  the  city,  receiving  appointment  as  mana¬ 
ger  of  their  commercial  department,  which  position  he  still  fills.  His  association 
with  this  firm  is  a  stepping  stone  to  success  and  prominence,  and  the  intellectual 
powers  with  which  nature  endowed  him  further  qualify  him  for  rapid  advance¬ 
ment.  He  is  also  commissioner  of  garnishments,  a  county  office,  to  which  he 
was  appointed  by  the  district  court. 

Mr.  McCord  is  a  republican  of  the  Roosevelt  type,  believing  in  an  aggressive 
and  progressive  policy  which  does  not  accept  a  course  in  politics  simply  because 
it  has  been  followed  for  years,  but  seeks  out  new  methods  and  measures  that 
will  produce  results,  valuable  in  civic  and  national  affairs.  Fraternally  he  is 
connected  with  the  Pioneer  Lodge  of  Masons.  He  belongs  also  to  the  Christian 
Science  church  and  to  the  University  Club  of  Des  Moines,  and  his  social  quali¬ 
ties  render  him  a  favorite  in  an  extensive  circle  of  acquaintances. 


AUGUST  F.  BILZ. 

One  of  the  successful  and  popular  advertising  men  of  Des  Moines  is  August 
F.  Bilz,  who  was  born  in  Saxony,  Germany,  on  the  6th  of  March,  1871.  He  is 
a  son  of  August  F.  and  Clementine  (Hide)  Bilz,  both  natives  of  the  father- 
land,  in  which  country  they  spent  their  entire  lives.  The  father,  who  was  a 
draftsman  and  designer  of  machinery,  passed  away  in  1871,  but  the  mother  sur¬ 
vived  until  1886. 
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August  F.  Bilz  attended  the  schools  of  his  native  land  until  he  had  attained 
the  age  of  fourteen  years,  at  which  time  he  came  to  the  United  States,  locating 
in  Des  Moines  in  1885.  After  his  arrival  here  he  entered  the  public  school  in 
order  to  obtain  a  better  understanding  of  the  English  language,  and  later  he  took 
a  night  course  at  the  Capital  City  Commercial  College,  that  he  might  acquire  a 
a  more  practical  knowledge  of  business  methods.  After  spending  ten  years  in 
this  city,  during  which  time  he  has  been  identified  with  various  enterprises,  he 
decided  to  return  to  his  native  land,  and  going  to  Munich  he  entered  the  Royal 
Academy,  where  he  pursued  art  for  three  years,  studying  under  such  artists  as 
Karl  Mahr,  Frederick  Fehr  and  Azhe.  Returning  to  Des  Moines  at  the  expira¬ 
tion  of  that  period  he  engaged  in  the  advertising  business,  with  which  he  has 
ever  since  been  most  successfully  identified.  Close  application,  untiring  energy 
and  original  methods  have  been  the  means  of  enabling  him  to  establish  a  busi¬ 
ness  which  is  second  to  none  in  the  city.  He  is  generally  recognized  as  an 
energetic,  capable  and  thoroughly  reliable  man,  who  well  deserves  the  success 
with  which  his  efforts  have  been  rewarded. 

In  London,  England,  on  the  5th  of  April,  1896,  occurred  the  marriage  of  Mr. 
Bilz  and  Miss  Nora  Maude  Crawley,  a  daughter  of  John  M.  and  Nora  M.  Craw¬ 
ley.  The  father  was  a  well  known  railroad  man,  having  been  for  many  years  as¬ 
sistant  general  manager  of  the  Union  Pacific  Railroad  at  Los  Angeles.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Bilz  have  two  children:  Jack  and  August  M.  The  religious  views  of  Mr. 
Bilz  coincide  with  those  of  the  Lutheran  denomination,  with  which  he  affiliates. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Commercial  Club  of  Des  Moines  and  an  ardent  advocate 
of  republicanism,  giving  his  political  support  to  the  candidates  of  that  party. 

Mr.  Bilz  is  well  regarded  in  the  city  of  his  adoption  and  has  many  friends 
here,  not  only  among  the  circles  in  which  he  moves  socially,  but  among  the  poor 
and  unfortunate,  as  he  is  a  man  who  not  only  contributes  liberally  to  all  charity 
organizations,  but  ever  takes  a  kindly  interest  in  those  with  whom  fate  has 
dealt  less  generously. 


ROY  M.  HUNTOON. 

Roy  M.  Huntoon,  conducting  the  Fulton  Market  Company  of  Des  Moines 
in  partnership  with  Charles  Ebersole,  has  built  up  quite  an  extensive  business  as 
a  wholesale  and  retail  dealer  in  meat.  His  birth  occurred  in  Atlantic,  Iowa,  on 
the  5th  of  June,  1879,  his  parents  being  E.  A.  and  Emma  (Morrison)  Huntoon, 
the  former  a  native  of  Unity,  New  Hampshire,  and  the  latter  of  Gilmanton,  that 
state.  The  father  was  born  in  1839,  while  the  mother’s  natal  year  was  1846. 
E.  A.  Huntoon,  who  worked  as  an  electrician  throughout  his  active  business 
career,  served  as  a  Union  soldier  in  the  Civil  war  for  four  years.  Unto  him  and 
his  wife  were  born  four  children,  as  follows :  George,  who  is  married  and  resides 
at  Riverside,  California;  Joseph  C.,  who  is  married  and  makes  his  home  at 
Omaha,  Nebraska;  Roy  M.,  the  subject  of  this  review;  and  Anna,  the  wife  of 
Tyne  Buck,  living  in  East  Des  Moines. 

Roy  M.  Huntoon  was  educated  in  the  graded  and  high  schools  of  Des  Moines 
and  subsequently  pursued  a  course  of  study  in  the  Capital  City  Commercial  Col¬ 
lege.  After  putting  aside  his  text-books  he  entered  the  employ  of  the  Risser 
Dry  Goods  Company,  remaining  with  that  concern  for  two  years.  On  the  ex¬ 
piration  of  that  period  he  entered  the  wholesale  meat  establishment  of  T.  M. 
Sinclair,  in  whose  service  he  continued  for  seven  years,  becoming  thoroughly 
familiar  with  the  business  in  every  department.  He  next  acted  as  a  traveling 
salesman  for  the  Agar  Packing  Company  for  two  years  and  then  spent  four  years 
in  the  employ  of  the  Boston  Market  as  city  salesman.  On  the  1st  of  January, 
1909.  in  partnership  with  Charles  Ebersole,  he  formed  a  corporation  known  as 
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the  Fulton  Market  Company  for  the  conduct  of  a  wholesale  and  retail  meat 
market.  This  is  among  the  leading  establishments  of  this  character  in  Des 
Moines,  catering  to  the  first-class  trade.  Ten  people  are  employed  in  the  con¬ 
duct  of  the  'business,  which  is  carried  on  in  a  most  progressive  and  up-to-date 
manner.  Mr.  Huntoon  and  his  partner  have  succeeded  beyond  their  expectations 
and  enjoy  an  enviable  reputation  for  business  integrity  and  enterprise. 

On  the  5th  of  June,  1900,  Mr.  Huntoon  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Anna  Brown,  who  was  born  near  Mitchellville,  Iowa,  her  parents  being  John  E. 
and  Frances  Brown.  Her  father,  an  agriculturist  by  occupation,  operated  the 
same  farm  for  a  period  of  thirty-nine  years.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Huntoon  have  two 
children,  namely :  Homer,  whose  birth  occurred  in  March,  1902 ;  and  Dorothy, 
who  was  born  in  February,  1904. 

In  politics  Mr.  Huntoon  is  a  republican,  while  his  religious  faith  is  indicated 
by  his  membership  in  the  Christian  church.  He  is  now  serving  as  an  officer 
in  the  Grant  Park  church  and  is  also  at  the  head  of  a  young  men’s  class.  His  life 
is  exemplary  in  all  respects  and  he  has  ever  supported  those  interests  which  are 
calculated  to  uplift  and  benefit  humanity,  while  his  own  high  moral  worth  is  de¬ 
serving  of  highest  commendation. 


EZRA  B.  FAGEN. 

Coming  to  Des  Moines  in  1848,  Ezra  B.  Fagen  has  been  not  only  an  observer 
of  many  of  the  changes  that  have  been  wrought  in  this  city  and  in  Polk  county 
but  as  an  active  and  enterprising  citizen  has  assisted  in  no  small  degree  in 
bringing  about  the  present  desirable  condition.  Born  in  Parke  county,  Indiana, 
September  20,  1845,  he  was  the  son  of  Hezekiah  and  Sarah  (Neil)  Fagen. 
His  mother  was  born  November  17,  1818,  in  Ohio,  married  to  Hezekiah  Fagen 
111  1844,  and  died  in  Des  Moines,  October  17,  1902,  at  the  age  of  eighty-four 
years.  His  father,  a  native  of  Center  county,  Pennsylvania,  was  born  November 
1,  .1811,  and  lived  until  November  8,  1865.  Reared  as  a  farmer,  he  came  west 
before  the  time  of  railroads  with  his  family  and  located  May  10,  1848,  on  a 
farm  of  five  hundred  and  sixty  acres  on  University  avenue,  now  one  of  the 
best  residence  districts  of  Des  Moines.  He  also  owned  and  operated  one  of 
the  first  gristmills  in  Polk  county,  furnishing  flour  to  the  Twenty-third  and 
Twenty-ninth  Regiments  camped  at  Des  Moines  at  the  time  of  the  Rebellion. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fagen  were  both  twice  married  and  were  the  parents  of  sixteen 
children,  Ezra  B.  being  one  of  a  family  of  seven.  He  was  the  eldest  of  the 
five  of  those  who  grew  to  maturity.  The  others  were :  Victoria  T.,  now  de¬ 
ceased,  who  married  H.  H.  Robinson  and  who  was  the  mother  of  four  sons ; 
William  P.,  now  living  in  Texas,  the  father  of  four  sons  and  two  daughters; 
Monroe  E.,  living  at  Perry,  Iowa,  who  has  a  family  of  six  sons  and  four 
daughters ;  and  Morton  A.,  the  father  of  two  daughters.  He  makes  his  home 
in  Canada. 

Ezra  B.  Fagen  received  his  education  in  the  early  schools  of  this  city  and 
about  the  time  he  laid  his  books  aside  enlisted  in  Company  F,  Forty-seventh 
Iowa  Volunteers,  serving  with  great  credit  in  behalf  of  the  Lffiion.  One  of 
his  half  brothers,  J.  E.  Fagen,  and  another,  E.  P.  Ashford,  were  members  of 
Company  A,  Twenty-third  Iowa  Infantry,  for  three  years.  After  returning 
from  the  army  Mr.  Fagen  devoted  his  attention  to  farming  and  stock-raising 
in  Polk  and  Dallas  counties,  becoming  very  successful  in  a  business  to  which 
he  was  well  adapted  by  inclination  and  experience.  He  also  engaged  extensively 
in  the  grain  business  but  during  recent  years  has  been  prominent  in  Des  Moines 
real-estate  circles.  He  is  the  owner  of  a  highly  improved  place  in  northwest 
Des  Moines,  where  he  now  resides. 
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Mr.  Fagen  is  president  of  the  Urbandale  Improvement  Association,  which 
consists  of  a  number  of  citizens  banded  together  to  build  up  the  part  of  the 
city  in  which  they  live.  This  organization  proposes  that  all  shall  work  together 
for  the  common  good,  eliminating  party  sentiment  and  laboring  only  for  the 
best  interests  of  the  members  and  of  the  community.  Active  membership  in 
the  association  is  limited  to  those  financially  interested,  but  associate  members 
may  be  accepted  though  they  have  no  voting  power  or  voice  in  the  management 
of  the  affairs  of  the  organization.  Homes  are  now  in  progress  of  erection,  a 
city  schoolhouse  has  been  built,  Beaver  avenue  has  been  paved  to  the  city 
limits  and  numerous  other  valuable  improvements  are  completed  or  under  way. 
The  progress  of  this  community  will  be  awaited  with  considerable  interest  as 
it  is  founded  on  somewhat  original  lines  and  already  gives  evidence  of  being 
a  pronounced  success. 

Or.  the  3d  of  February,  1875,  Mr.  Fagen  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Ella  Perkins,  a  daughter  of  Rev.  Lester  Perkins,  who  died  January  29,  1911. 
He  was  a  well-known  Methodist  minister,  coming  to  Des  Moines  in  August, 
1868,  and  being  connected  after  that  time  with  the  Northwestern  Life  Insurance 
Company  and  later  with  the  firm  of  Perkins  &  Perkins.  Four  children  have 
blessed  the  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fagen:  Jennie  Clare,  now  the  wife  of  Rev. 
William  J.  Lockhart;  Grace,  now  the  wife  of  Dr.  C.  E.  Clark;  Lester  Perkins, 
who  married  Alice  J.  Sander;  and  Hazel. 

Mr.  Fagen  early  learned  the  value  of  education  and  although  he  has  never 
aspired  to  public  office,  he  served  while  living  in  the  country  as  a  member  of 
the  schoolboard  and  since  coming  to  Des  Moines  filled  a  similar  position  for 
three  years  on  the  school  board  of  this  city.  Religiously  he  is  identified  with 
the  Grace  Methodist  Episcopal  church  of  Des  Moines,  being  on  the  official 
board  of  that  church  since  very  early  in  its  history.  He  is  a  valued  member 
of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  and  politically  is  identified  with  the  repub¬ 
lican  party.  That  he  is  a  lover  of  his  country  was  demonstrated  when  he  donned 
the  uniform  of  the  blue,  and  in  all  the  years  that  have  passed  he  has  adhered 
to  worthy  ideals  and  by  word  and  example  has  contributed  to  the  happiness  and 
permanent  welfare  of  those  with  whom  he  has  associated. 


FRED  LLOYD  WELLS,  M.  D. 

Successfully  conducting  a  large  private  practice  and  also  during  the  period 
of  his  residence  in  Des  Moines  doing  much  important  municipal  work,  Dr.  Fred 
Lloyd  Wells  is  now  well  known  as  one  of  the  leading  physicians  of  the  capital 
city.  He  was  born  at  Port  Jervis,  New  York,  April  20,  1868.  His  father,  Edgar 
A.  Wells,  of  Scotch-Welsh  descent,  was  born  in  Milford,  Pike  county,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  in  1830,  and  devoted  much  of  his  life  to  the  service  of  railroad  and  express 
companies  but  retired  a  number  of  years  ago.  He  still  makes  his  home  in 
Port  Jervis.  In  early  manhood  he  wedded  Emma  Grenell,  who  was  born  in  New 
Jersey,  in  1837,  and  is  descended  from  one  of  the  old  Huguenot  families.  Mr. 
Wells  has  passed  the  eighty-first  milestone  on  life’s  journey  and  his  wife  has 
reached  the  age  of  seventy-four.  Both  are  members  of  families  which  were 
represented  in  the  patriot  army  of  the  Revolutionary  war. 

Dr.  Wells,  educated  in  Port  Jervis,  was  graduated  from  the  high  school 
and  afterward  from  the  Port  Jervis  Academy,  with  the  class  of  1884.  His 
professional  training  was  received  in  Bellevue  Hospital  Medical  College,  which 
numbers  him  among  its  alumni  of  1888.  His  early  professional  training  was  re¬ 
ceived  as  house  surgeon  and  physician  for  the  New  York  City  Hospital  and  also 
for  the  Nervous  and  Epileptic  Hospital  of  New  York.  For  four  years  he  was 
likewise  connected  with  the  Maternity  Hospital,  the  New  York  Hospital  and  the 
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House  of  Relief.  His  hospital  practice  gave  him  broad  practical  experience  and 
brought  him  comprehensive  knowledge  that  could  not  have  been  gained  in  a 
much  longer  period  of  private  practice.  For  a  year  after  severing  his  connection 
with  the  hospitals  he  followed  his  profession  in  New  York  city  and  in  1892 
came  to  Des  Moines,  where  he  has  remained  continuously  since.  He  served  here 
as  city  physician  for  four  years  but  now  engages  in  general  practice  although  he 
specializes  to  a  large  extent  in  surgical  and  hospital  work,  in  both  of  which  he 
displays  marked  proficiency  and  skill.  He  is  one  of  the  organizers  of  Mercy 
Hospital  and  is  serving  on  its  staff.  He  belongs  to  the  Polk  County  Medical 
Society,  the  Iowa  State  Medical  Society  and  the  American  Medical  Association 
and  in  the  discussion  of  vital  questions  by  those  organizations  he  finds  the  solu¬ 
tion  of  many  problems  which  continually  confront  the  physician.  He  was  chief 
physician  for  several  insurance  companies  and  assistant  medical  director  of  the 
Iowa  State  Traveling  Men’s  Association. 

In  his  political  views  Dr.  Wells  has  been  a  republican  since  age  conferred 
upon  him  the  right  of  franchise  and  he  is  in  hearty  sympathy  with  the  more 
progressive  element  in  the  party.  He  is  well  known  in  Masonic  circles  as  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  Capital  Lodge,  No.  no,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  Corinthian  Chapter,  No.  14, 
R.  A.  M.,  Temple  Commandery,  No.  4,  K.  T.  and  Za-Ga-Zig  Temple  of  the  Mystic 
Shrine.  He  is  likewise  well  known  and  prominent  in  club  circles  of  this  city, 
belonging  to  the  Golf  and  Country,  the  Grant  and  the  New  Des  Moines  Clubs. 
In  his  profession  he  has  made  continuous  progress  and  his  close  conformity  to  a 
high  standard  of  professional  ethics  has  gained  him  the  warm  and  unqualified 
regard  of  his  brethren  of  the  medical  fraternity. 


J.  K.  MACOMBER. 

While  a  native  of  New  England,  J.  K.  Macomber  spent  the  greater  part  of 
his  life  in  Iowa  and  was  a  typical  western  man  in  spirit,  interest  and  enterprise. 
He  came  to  be  recognized  in  early  manhood  as  an  able  educator  and  later  as  a 
lawyer  of  strength  and  power,  whose  record  was  an  ornament  to  the  Iowa  bar. 
He  was  born  in  Northampton,  Massachusetts,  February  2,  1849,  and  was  quite 
young  at  the  time  of  the  removal  of  his  parents  from  New  England  to  this 
state.  His  education  was  continued  in  the  public  schools  until  he  was  graduated 
from  the  high  school,  and  later  he  entered  the  Iowa  State  College  at  Ames, 
therein  completing  a  course  of  study.  Subsequently  he  pursued  post-graduate 
courses  at  Cornell  University  and  in  the  Massachusetts  Institute  of  Technolog}' 
at  Boston,  coming  to  the  initial  stage  of  his  career  splendidly  equipped  for  the 
duties  and  responsibilities  that  later  devolved  upon  him.  For  several  years  he 
was  professor  of  physics  in  the  Iowa  State  College  and  subsequently  located  in 
Des  Moines,  where  he  entered  upon  the  practice  of  law,  for  which  his  prepara¬ 
tion  had  been  thorough  .and  comprehensive.  Along  with  those  qualities  indis¬ 
pensable  to  the  lawyer,  a  logical  mind  and  clear  powers  of  analysis,  plus  the  busi¬ 
ness  sense,  he  added  a  gracious  presence  and  a  high  sense  of  professional  honor, 
which  made  him  one  of  the  prominent,  capable  and  successful  members  of  the 
Des  Moines  bar.  For  four  years  he  filled  the  office  of  county  attorney  and  sub¬ 
sequently  served  as  city  solicitor  of  Des  Moines,  in  each  connection  discharging 
his  duties  with  promptness  and  fidelity  that  ably  supplemented  his  comprehensive 
understanding  of  the  principles  of  jurisprudence. 

In  Vinton,  Iowa,  in  1877,  Mr.  Macomber  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Mattie  L.  Locke,  a  daughter  of  James  B.  Locke,  of  whom  mention  is  made  else¬ 
where  in  this  volume.  Mrs.  Macomber  is  a  lady  of  rare  social  qualities  and  in¬ 
tellectual  attainments  and  has  a  wide  acquaintance  not  only  in  Des  Moines  but 
elsewhere  in  the  country.  Her  talent  and  ability  make  her  prominent  in  club 
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circles  and  her  broad  knowledge  constitutes  an  important  element  in  the  success 
of  the  foreign  tours  on  which  she  frequently  conducts  select  parties,  taking 
people  from  various  parts  of  the  country  to  all  sections  of  the  world.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Macomber  became  the  parents  of  three  sons  and  five  daughters:  Kingsley, 
Mattie,  Kate,  Locke,  Sumner,  Arabella,  Bertha  and  Mrs.  Lewis  Loner.  The 
last  named  is  now  a  resident  of  Chicago.  Lhe  death  of  the  husband  and  father 
occurred  May  2,  1910.  He  was  a  man  of  vigorous  intellect  and  liberal  mental 
culture  and  an  excellent  judge  of  men  and  their  motives.  These  qualities  con¬ 
stituted  elements  in  his  professional  success  and  enabled  him  to  so  conduct  his 
cases  before  the  courts  as  to  bring  out  the  strongest  points  in  favor  of  his  cli¬ 
ents.  His  life  was  one  of  activity  and  in  every  relation  he  was  highly  respected. 


MELBORN  McFARLIN. 

Melborn  McFarlin,  a  prominent  and  representative  citizen  of  Des  Moines, 
has  been  actively  identified  with  the  grain  business  here  for  the  past  three 
decades.  His  birth  occurred  in  Medina  county,  Ohio,  on  the  1st  of  February, 
1849,  his  parents  being  Reuben  and  Mary  A.  (Woodruff)  McFarlin.  The  father, 
who  was  born  in  Medina  county,  Ohio,  in  1819,  followed  farming  throughout 
his  entire  business  career  and  passed  away  in  1884.  The  mother,  whose  birth 
occurred  in  New  York  in  1821,  was  called  to  her  final  rest  in  1896.  Unto  them 
were  born  seven  children,  two  sons  and  five  daughters,  as  follows :  Frank,  who 
is  married  and  resides  at  Sioux  Falls,  South  Dakota;  Lovina,  who  was  the  wife 
of  August  Libaire;  Melborn,  of  this  review;  Clarice,  the  wife  of  William  Johns, 
of  Le  Roy,  Illinois;  Elma,  the  wife  of  W.  R.  Grapes,  of  Adrian,  Minnesota;  Ida. 
the  wife  of  William  Bell,  who  has  passed  away;  and  Jennie,  the  wife  of  Will¬ 
iam  Thompson,  of  Adrian,  Minnesota. 

Melborn  McFarlin  obtained  his  early  education  in  the  common  schools  of 
Ohio  and  of  Tazewell  county,  Illinois,  and  subsequently  attended  the  State 
Normal  School  at  Normal,  Illinois.  He  likewise  pursued  a  commercial  course  at 
Peoria.  After  putting  aside  his  text-books  he  secured  a  clerkship  in  a  store  at 
Bellflower,  Illinois,  and  later  became  a  partner  in  the  concern,  conducting  a  gen¬ 
eral  mercantile  establishment  for  three  years.  He  was  next  engaged  in  the  grain 
business  at  Bellflower  for  one  year,  and  during  the  following  eight  years  con¬ 
ducted  a  similar  enterprise  at  Mount  Pulaski,  Illinois.  In  December,  1881,  he 
came  to  Des  Moines  and  from  that  time  on  to  the  present  has  been  continuously 
engaged  in  the  grain  business  here.  The  methods  of  grain  men  three  decades  ago 
were  very  crude  as  compared  to  the  operations  of  modern  dealers.  As  a  pioneer 
merchant  Mr.  McFarlin  built  corncribs,  elevators,  offices,  between  Des  Moines, 
Fonda  and  Boone,  and  some  of  the  material  for  these  buildings  was  brought  in  on 
construction  trains.  The  business  was  conducted  under  the  name  of  McFarlin, 
Regur.  &  Bowen  until  1889,  iff  which  year  was  organized  the  McFarlin  Grain 
Company,  L.  Mott  being  made  president  thereof.  In  1899  Mr.  McFarlin  dis¬ 
posed  of  his  interest  in  the  concern  and  organized  the  Des  Moines  Elevator  Com¬ 
pany,  erecting  the  elevator  on  East  Eighteenth  and  Vine  streets,  which  has  a 
capacity  of  four  hundred  thousand  bushels.  The  enterprise  has  steadily  grown 
until  it  is  now  one  of  extensive  proportions,  fourteen  men  being  employed  in  its 
conduct.  Mr.  McFarlin  is  likewise  the  vice  president  of  the  Des  Moines  Nursery 
and  a  director  in  the  Grimes  Canning  Company  and  the  Dexter  Canning 
Company. 

In  1875  Mr.  McFarlin  was  joined  in  wedlock  to  Miss  Mary  Bartran.  a  na¬ 
tive  of  Wyoming  county,  Pennsylvania,  and  a  daughter  of  Benjamin  and  Mary 
(Jayne)  Bartran,  the  former  a  farmer  by  occupation. 
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In  politics  Mr.  McFarlin  is  a  progressive  republican,  while  his  religious 
faith  is  indicated  by  his  support  of  the  Christian  church.  He  has  attained  high 
rank  in  Masonry,  belonging  to  the  York  and  Scottish  Rites  and  having  attained 
the  K.  C.  C.  H.  degree  of  the  latter.  He  is  likewise  a  member  of  the  Grant 
Club,  the  Commercial  Club  and  the  Traffic  Club  of  Chicago  and  represents  his 
company  on  the  Chicago  Board  of  Trade  and  Merchants  Exchange  of  St.  Louis. 
Mr.  McFarlin  certainly  deserves  classification  with  those  men  whose  enterpris¬ 
ing  spirit,  firm  purpose  and  laudable  ambition  constitute  the  basis  of  their  suc¬ 
cess,  and  in  his  business  relations  has  made  a  most  honorable  name,  while  his 
labors  have  been  crowned  with  gratifying  prosperity. 


LUTHER  M.  GRIMES. 

Of  the  many  conveniences  which  have  come  into  general  use  in  recent  years 
none  is  more  popular  than  the  telephone.  Its  rapid  adoption  in  city,  town  and 
country  is  one  of  the  noticeable  advances  of  modern  life  and  may  be  said  to 
mark  a  new  era  in  human  progress.  Luther  M.  Grimes,  of  Des  Moines,  is  one 
of  the  leaders  in  this  state  in  the  extension  of  the  telephone.  He  comes  of 
Scotch-Irish  ancestry,  the  early  members  of  the  family  on  the  paternal  side  ar¬ 
riving  in  America  about  the  time  of  the  Revolutionary  war  and  settling  near 
Baltimore,  Maryland. 

He  was  born  at  Smithville,  Indiana,  April  18,  1870,  and  is  a  son  of  Major 
Silas  and  Susan  (Gaither)  Grimes.  The  father  is  now  living  at  Bloomington, 
Indiana,  and  is  one  of  the  well  known  farmers  in  that  part  of  the  state.  In 
September,  1861,  he  enlisted  for  service  in  the  LTnion  army  with  the  Thirty- 
first  Indiana  Volunteer  Infantry,  remaining  with  that  command  until  honorably 
discharged  in  the  early  part  of  1866.  He  joined  the  army  as  a  private  and  won 
steady  promotion  until  he  held  the  rank  of  lieutenant  colonel  of  his  regiment. 
The  Thirty-first  Regiment  was  assigned  to  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland.  Major 
Silas  Grimes  served  as  sheriff  of  Monroe  county,  Indiana,  from  1880  to  1884 
and  as  county  auditor  from  1886  until  1890. 

Luther  M.  Grimes  attended  the  public  schools  of  Bloomington  and  at  the 
age  of  sixteen  years  became  a  student  of  the  State  University  of  Indiana,  from 
which  he  was  graduated  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts.  Entering  the  le¬ 
gal  department  of  the  same  institution,  he  pursued  the  course  of  study  leading 
to  the  degree  of  LL.  B.,  which  he  received  when  he  was  twenty-three  years  of 
age.  He  began  the  practice  of  law  at  Bloomington  and  also  became  quite  prom¬ 
inently  identified  with  political  affairs,  being  elected  deputy  county  auditor  of 
Monroe  county  in  1892.  On  account  of  the  inactive  life  of  the  auditor  Mr. 
Grimes  was  regarded  by  the  voters  as  the  real  incumbent.  He  was  very  active 
in  this  position  and  increased  the  county’s  revenue  by  locating  tax  dodgers. 
After  serving  in  this  office  for  four  years  he  resumed  the  practice  of'  law  at 
Bloomington. 

On  the  1st  of  January,  1901,  he  arrived  at  Des  Moines  and  became  connected 
with  the  Mutual  Telephone  Company,  of  which  he  was  elected  a  director  and 
treasurer  in  1902  and  auditor  in  1905,  all  of  which  positions  he  now  holds.  For 
ten  years  he  was  secretary  and  general  manager  of  the  Southern  Iowa  Telephone 
Company,  a  branch  of  the  Mutual.  He  is  now  a  director  and  treasurer  of  several 
large  telephone  companies  of  Iowa.  During  the  legislative  session  of  1909  he 
and  others  suggested  to  the  governor  that  the  laws  of  Iowa  did  not  give  any 
authority  to  regulate  telephone  rates  and  that  the  legislature  should  provide  for 
the  appointment  of  a  state  commission  with  full  power  to  appraise  telephone 
property,  regulate  service  and  fix  rates.  The  suggestion  was  received  with  favor 
by  some,  but  others  were  inclined  to  reject  it  for  the  reason  that  such  recom- 
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mendations  seldom  came  from  a  public  service  corporation  unless  there  was 
some  advantage  accruing  to  the  corporation.  After  much  debate  the  legislature 
refused  to  enact  such  a  law.  Mr.  Grimes’  business  career  has  been  characterized 
by  steady  advancement,  the  success  he  has  gained  being  the  result  of  an  energy 
and  ability  which  has  never  yielded  to  obstacles  but  has  always  found  a  way  to 
accomplish  well  considered  plans. 

On  the  nth  of  November,  1896,  Mr.  Grimes  was  married  to  Miss  Jessie 
Traylor,  a  daughter  of  William  A.  Traylor,  ex-state  senator  and  ex-judge  of 
Jasper,  Indiana,  and  now  president  of  the  Dubois  County  State  Bank  of  Jas¬ 
per,  Indiana.  Two  children  came  to  brighten  the  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Grimes:  Marian,  who  was  born  September  10,  1897;  and  Katherine,  born  De¬ 
cember  15,  1900.  In  religious  faith  Mr.  Grimes  accepts  the  teachings  of  the 
Methodist  church  and  to  that  organization  gives  his  heartiest  support.  Fra¬ 
ternally  he  is  a  member  of  Capital  Lodge,  No.  no,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  the  Loyal 
Legion.  During  his  college  days  he  was  a  member  of  the  Delta  Tau  Delta  fra¬ 
ternity. 

He  is  independent  in  politics,  preferring  to  cast  his  ballot  for  the  individual 
rather  than  to  support  any  party.  A  man  of  fine  business  judgment,  possessing 
well  developed  organizing  and  directive  faculties  and  also  the  ability  to  pei- 
ceive  opportunities  he  has,  in  comparatively  few  years,  reached  the  front  rank 
and  contributed  much  to  the  telephonic  development  of  Iowa.  His  life  has  been 
unusually  active  and  useful  and  by  persistent  application  and  unalterable  pur¬ 
pose  he  has  won  success  and  an  honorable  name. 


JOHN  SHULER. 

John  Shuler,  a  prominent  and  successful  coal  merchant  of  Des  Moines,  is  the 
treasurer  of  the  company  operating  the  Maple  Block  coal  mine  and  likewise 
serves  as  the  president  of  the  Carbon  Coal  Company.  His  birth  occurred  in 
Rock  Island  county,  Illinois,  on  the  19th  of  May,  1864,  his  parents  being  Theo- 
philus  and  Marie  (Houck)  Shuler,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Germany. 
The  father  was  born  about  1832,  while  the  mother’s  natal  year  was  1828.  Theo- 
philus  Shuler,  who  was  a  cooper  by  trade  and  enlisted  at  Rock  Island  for  service 
in  the  Civil  war,  died  while  still  in  the  army,  passing  away  in  July,  1865.  Unto 
him  and  his  wife  were  born  five  children,  namely:  Charles,  who  is  married  and 
resides  in  Davenport;  Mary,  who  was  the  wife  of  James  Farley  and  became  the 
mother  of  five  children,  but  is  now  deceased;  Caroline,  the  wife  of  John  W.  Gil¬ 
christ,  of  Davenport;  Sophia,  the  wife  of  John  Ramsey,  of  Oskaloosa,  Iowa; 
and  John,  of  this  review. 

The  last  named  obtained  his  education  in  the  common  schools  of  his  native 
county  and  also  attended  the  Davenport  Business  College  for  four  months.  After 
putting  aside  his  text-books  he  worked  in  a  grocery  establishment  at  Rapids  City, 
Illinois,  for  about  three  years,  on  the  expiration  of  which  period  he  entered  the 
employ  of  a  coal  company,  thus  gaining  his  first  knowledge  of  the  business  which 
has  claimed  his  attention  continuously  since.  He  acted  as  bookkeeper  for  a  coal 
company  at  What  Cheer,  Iowa,  for  three  years  and  then  went  to  Monroe  county, 
Iowa,  where  he  served  as  weighman  for  the  Albia  Coal  Company  for  about  two 
years.  At  the  end  of  that  time  he  took  charge  of  a  store  at  Draper,  Jasper  county, 
Iowa,  also  doing  outside  work  at  the  mines  for  three  years  or  until  1891.  In  that 
year  he  removed  to  Oskaloosa,  where  he  worked  for  the  Oskaloosa  Coal  Mining 
Company  in  the  capacity  of  weighman  and  outside  foreman  from  1891  until 
1899.  He  then  went  to  Hocking,  Iowa,  as  assistant  secretary  of  the  Hocking 
Coal  Company,  holding  that  office  from  1899  until  1901,  while  from  1901  until 
I9°3  he  acted  as  assistant  superintendent  at  the  same  place.  In  April,  1903,  he 
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bought  a  mine  at  Runnells,  Polk  county,  Iowa,  operating  the  same  until  the  latter 
part  of  1905,  when  he  disposed  of  it  and  came  to  Des  Moines.  Here  he  was  one 
of  the  purchasers  of  the  Maple  Block  coal  mine  and  is  now  the  treasurer  of  the 
company  engaged  in  its  operation,  the  other  officers  being  as  follows :  Charles 
Shuler  of  Davenport,  president;  J.  W.  Gilchrist  of  Davenport,  secretary;  H.  M. 
Shuler  of  Des  Moines,  vice  president  and  superintendent;  and  John  Ramsey  of 
Oskaloosa,  general  manager.  Mr.  Shuler  is  likewise  the  president  of  the  Carbon 
Coal  Company  and  is  widely  recognized  as  one  of  the  representative  and  pros¬ 
perous  business  men  of  Des  Moines. 

On  the  25th  of  June,  1885,  Mr.  Shuler  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Alice 
Atkinson,  a  native  of  Illinois  and  a  daughter  of  Ralph  and  Jane  (Pratt)  Atkin¬ 
son,  the  former  a  farmer  by  occupation.  Unto  our  subject  and  his  wife  have 
been  born  four  children,  as  follows:  Mary  Jane,  who  is  now  deceased;  Frances, 
the  wife  of  Jesse  R.  Laird;  Charles,  whose  birth  occurred  in  1898;  and  Marie, 
who  first  opened  her  eyes  to  the  light  of  day  in  Des  Moines  on  the  22d  of  Janu¬ 
ary,  1906. 

Mr.  Shuler  gives  his  political  allegiance  to  the  republican  party,  while  in  re¬ 
ligious  faith  he  is  a  Methodist.  He  is  a  member  of  the  board  of  directors  of 
the  East  Side  Commercial  League,  has  attained  the  thirty-second  degree  of  the 
Scottish  Rite  in  Masonry  and  also  belongs  to  the  Shrine  at  Des  Moines.  He  is 
interested  in  all  that  pertains  to  the  public  welfare  and  gives  active  and  helpful 
cooperation  to  many  measures  for  the  general  good.  In  his  own  business  career 
he  has  made  steady  advancement  and  has  attained  a  creditable  position  by  his 
untiring  labor  and  effort. 


FRANK  M.  CARRELL. 

Frank  M.  Carrell,  of  Des  Moines,  needs  no  introduction  to  the  people  of 
Iowa,  as  he  is  one  of  the  well  known  men  of  the  state  and  is  now  prominently 
connected  with  a  highly  successful  business  enterprise,  of  which  he  was  one  of 
the  founders.  He  is  a  native  of  Iowa  and  was  born  in  Washington  county, 
April  10,  1868.  His  father,  E.  L.  Carrell,  was  born  in  Ohio.  He  came  to  Iowa 
in  the  early  part  of  the  ’60s  and  took  up  his  abode  in  Washington  county.  In 
1868  he  decided  to  remove  to  Dallas  county  and  spent  some  time  in  Des  Moines 
while  his  farm  buildings  were  being  erected,  thus  becoming  acquainted  with  a 
number  of  people  in  this  city.  After  settling  in  Dallas  county  he  engaged  quite 
extensively  in  the  grain  business,  but  is  now  living  at  Adel.  He  never  took  much 
interest  in  politics,  but  in  the  ’70s  was  active  in  the  grange  movement  in  Iowa 
and  has  always  been  a  friend  and  advocate  of  progress  and  education. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  was  Eliza  Cowgill  before  her  marriage.  She  was 
born  in  Ohio  and  is  a  member  of  one  of  the  old  Quaker  families  of  the  Buckeye 
state.  Her  brother,  Thomas  A.  Cowgill,  served  as  captain  in  the  Civil  war,  al¬ 
though  born  and  reared  a  Quaker.  He  was  prominent  in  Ohio  politics,  being 
for  many  years  a  member  of  the  general  assembly  of  the  state  and  serving  most 
acceptably  as  speaker  of  the  house.  He  was  chairman  of  the  university  commit¬ 
tee  and  active  along  educational  lines.  He  was  a  great  reader  and  a  valuable 
collection  of  books  which  he  gathered  now  belongs  to  the  State  University  of 
Ohio  and  is  known  as  the  Cowgill  collection. 

Mr.  Carrell,  of  this  review,  received  his  preliminary  education  in  the  public 
schools  of  Dallas  county  and  subsequently  attended  the  high  school  of  Adel. 
He  engaged  in  newspaper  work  on  the  Dallas  County  Democrat  at  Adel  from 
1884  until  1889,  being  associated  with  his  brother,  Samuel  E.  Carrell,  who  is 
now  editor  of  the  Iowa  City  Daily  Press.  In  1889  Mr.  Carrell  came  to  Des 
Moines  and  was  identified  with  the  city  department  of  the  Des  Moines  Leader, 
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but  in  the  year  following  entered  the  office  of  Governor  Boies  as  chief  clerk,  soon 
afterward  being  appointed  secretary  to  the  governor  and  continuing  in  that 
capacity  for  two  terms.  After  the  retirement  of  Governor  Boies  Mr.  Carrell 
again  became  connected  with  the  Leader  as  an  editorial  writer.  Leaving  this 
position  at  the  expiration  of  a  year,  he  became  identified  with  the  United  States 
pension  department  as  chief  clerk  under  C.  H.  Robinson  and  E.  F.  Sperry,  con¬ 
tinuing  as  such  for  five  and  one-half  years.  He  then  entered  the  employ  of  the 
Harris-Emery  Company.  In  1905,  with  W.  H.  Smith,  he  originated  the  Elaterite 
Paint  Company,  of  which  concern  he  has  since  been  secretary  and  treasurer. 
The  business  has  proved  a  great  success  and  the  products  of  the  company  are 
now  being  distributed  to  nearly  every  civilized  country  of  the  world,  large  ship¬ 
ments  being  made  to  Canada,  Europe,  Australia  and  other  foreign  countries.  It 
is  evident  that  the  Elaterite  Paint  Company  is  destined  to  become  one  of  the 
leading  manufacturing  concerns  of  Des  Moines. 

In  March,  1896,  Mr.  Carrell  was  married  to  Miss  Lena  Percy,  a  native  of 
Vermont  and  a  daughter  of  M.  and  Mary  (Amidon)  Percy,  who  lived  for  many 
years  at  Dexter,  Iowa.  One  son,  Russell,  has  come  to  bless  this  union.  His 
natal  day  was  March  25,  1902.  In  politics  Mr.  Carrell  adheres  to  the  democratic 
party,  with  which  he  has  been  affiliated  ever  since  he  cast  his  first  ballot.  He  has 
always  possessed  the  confidence  of  his  acquaintances  and  is  recognized  as  an 
energetic  and  progressive  man.  He  is  the  possessor  of  most  affable  manners  and 
is  liberal-minded  and  sociable  in  the  best  sense  of  the  term.  He  is  numbered 
among  the  truly  representative  men  of  the  capital  city. 


ROBERT  J.  BAIRD. 

{  ...  * 

Land  values  are  advancing  in  America  and  Robert  J.  Baird,  of  Des  Moines, 
is  one  of  the  wide-awake  business  men  who  perceived  the  advantages  offered  by 
land  investments.  As  a  result  he  was  one  of  the  organizers  and  is  president  of 
the  Emigration  Land  Company,  which  for  several  years  past  has  been  handling 
Texas  lands  and  has  disposed  of  tracts  to  nearly  six  hundred  Iowa  families — a 
record  which  is  scarcely  duplicated  elsewhere  in  the  country.  The  success  of 
the  company  is  largely  due  to  the  energy  and  ability  of  its  president  and  also  to 
good  judgment  in  the  selection  of  a  favorable  location  under  promising  condi¬ 
tions  of  soil  and  climate.  Mr.  Baird  is  a  native  of  Warsaw,  Hancock  county. 
Illinois,  born  July  30,  1861,  and  is  a  son  of  Robert  and  Margaret  (Brookings) 
Baird,  the  father  having  been  a  farmer  of  Hancock  county. 

Our  subject  received  his  education  in  the  public  schools  of  Illinois  and  con¬ 
tinued  at  home  with  his  parents  until  about  twenty-two  years  of  age.  He  then 
came  to  Des  Moines  and  for  seventeen  years  was  successfully  engaged  in  the 
grocery  business.  He  then  became  connected  with  the  fire  insurance  business, 
in  which  he  still  continues  as  a  member  of  the  agency  of  Baird,  Taylor  &  Craw¬ 
ford,  with  offices  in  the  Crocker  building.  In  1908  he  began  dealing  in  Texas 
lands  and  with  associates  was  instrumental  in  promoting  the  Iowa  colony  in 
southern  Texas  between  Galveston  and  Houston.  The  company  originally  had 
control  of  about  twenty  thousand  acres  of  land,  a  large  part  of  which  has  been 
disposed  of  in  small  tracts,  the  section  being  especially  favorable  for  dairying, 
truck  farming  and  fruit  growing.  This  is  said  by  authorities  to  be  the  richest 
and  most  productive  strip  of  land  in  Texas. 

In  1895,  at  Des  Moines,  Mr.  Baird  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Hattie 
Stebbins,  a  daughter  of  J.  P.  Stebbins,  an  early  settler  of  Iowa,  who  came  to 
this  state  before  the  advent  of  the  railroads.  One  daughter,  Helen,  now  eight 
years  of  age,  has  blessed  this  union.  Mr.  Baird  and  his  wife  are  members  of 
the  First  Methodist  Episcopal  church  and  fraternally  he  is  connected  with  the 
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Masonic  order  and  the  Odd  Fellows,  being  a  sincere  believer  in  the  teachings 
of  brotherhood  as  exemplified  by  those  orders.  In  politics  he  gives  his  support 
to  the  republican  party.  Socially  he  is  identified  with  the  Grant  Club. 

Coming  to  Des  Moines  in  his  early  manhood  he  has  seen  the  city  advance 
rapidly  along  the  lines  of  commerce  and  industry,  and  has  also  been  an  interested 
witness  of  the  great  movement  of  population  into  the  west  and  south.  In  pro¬ 
moting  the  establishment  of  flourishing  homes  he  has  been  instrumental  in  ad¬ 
vancing  the  welfare  of  many  and  thus  adding  to  the  sum  of  human  happiness — 
a  work  which  all  may  regard  with  pride.  His  success  is  well  deserved,  as  it 
has  been  gained  in  legitimate  channels  and  in  lines  which  reflect  the  highest 
credit  upon  all  concerned. 


CURTIS  W.  WILCOX. 

Curtis  W.  Wilcox,  who  is  president  of  the  Wilcox-Stubbs  Company,  owners  of 
the  Fairview  Farm,  Dairy  and  Creamery  and  for  more  than  a  decade  has  been  ac¬ 
tively  identified  with  the  dairy  interests  of  Polk  county,  is  a  native  of  Orleans  coun¬ 
ty,  Vermont,  his  birth  occurring  in  May,  1846.  He  is  a  son  of  Amos  and  Saman¬ 
tha  (Walker)  Wilcox,  who  were  also  natives  of  the  Green  Mountain  state.  The 
mother  passed  away  in  1858  and  two  years  later  the  father  removed  to  Iowa. 
He  entered  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land  in  'Worth  county,  the  greater 
portion  of  which  he  had  cleared  and  placed  under  cultivation  at  the  time  of 
his  demise  in  1861. 

Curtis  W.  Wilcox  was  reared  in  Vermont,  in  the  district  schools  of  which 
state  lie  obtained  his  education.  He  made  his  home  with  an  uncle  until  he 
attained  his  majority,  when  he  bought  a  farm,  which  he  cultivated  for  three 
years.  He  then  sold  it  and  -came  to  Iowa.  He  located  injfolk  county  in  1880, 
cooperating  with  J.  H.  Windsor  in  the  cultivation  of  fifteoi  hundred  acres  of 
land  in  Polk  and  Dallas  counties  for  thirteen  years.  Selling  his  interest  in  the 
business,  he  next  went  to  Wisconsin,  where  he  managed  a  fine  stock  farm  for 
two  years.  At  the  expiration  of  that  period  he  returned  to  Des  Moines,  where 
he  resided  for  two  years,  and  then  bought  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land 
in  Bloomfield  township,  upon  which  he  engaged  in  the  dairy  business.  Later 
the  business  was  incorporated  with  a  capital  of  twenty  thousand  dollars,  and 
Mr.  Wilcox  took  into  partnership  two  sons-in-law,  A.  O.  Stubbs,  who  is  secre¬ 
tary  and  treasurer,  and  A.  I.  Stubbs,  vice  president.  The  Des  Moines  creamery 
is  in  charge  of  A.  O.  Stubbs,  while  the  farm  and  plant  are  operated  by  Mr. 
Wilcox  and  A.  I.  Stubbs.  The  farm,  which  contains  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres,  is  not  included  in  the  stock  of  the  incorporated  company,  that  being  Air. 
Wilcox’s  personal  property.  They  lease  three  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land 
in  addition  to  this,  however,  all  of  which  they  have  under  cultivation.  They 
have  two  hundred  head  of  milch  cows,  all  of  them  Guernseys,  and  twenty  head 
of  horses. 

Mr.  Wilcox  was  united  in  marriage,  in  January,  1872,  to  Miss  Mary  E.  Page, 
a  daughter  of  Lial  and  Alary  Page,  both  natives  of  Vermont.  Her  parents 
spent  their  entire  lives  in  the  Green  Mountain  state,  where  her  father  engaged 
in  agricultural  pursuits.  Six  children  have  been  born  to  Air.  and  Mrs.  Wilcox, 
as  follows:  Bertha  A.,  the  wife  of  A.  Terry,  of  Des  Moines;  Laura  AL,  who 
passed  away  in  1898;  Lillian  A.,  who  married  A.  I.  Stubbs;  Edith  M.,  the 
wife  of  A.  O.  Stubbs;  Agnes  P.,  who  became  the  wife  of  Irwin  Stubbs,  a  jeweler 
of  Des  Moines;  and  Leland  W.,  who  died  in  1888. 

The  religious  belief  of  the  family  is  in  accordance  with  the  teachings  of  the 
Alethodist  Episcopal  denomination.  Air.  Wilcox  has  always  been  an  advocate 
of  the  principles  of  the  republican  party,  which  body  has  elected  him  to  some 
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of  the  minor  offices  of  the  township,  having  one  time  been  the  choice  of  his 
party  for  assessor  and  also  for  school  director.  Progressive  in  his  ideas,  he 
strives  to  conduct  his  business  along  lines  which  in  every  way  conform  to  the 
sanitary  laws  which  regulate  the  distribution  of  dairy  supplies.  That  his  efforts 
in  this  direction  are  being  recognized  is  attested  by  his  constantly  increasing 
patronage. 


NORMAN  HUYCK. 

Norman  Huyck,  enjoying  an  enviable  clientage  as  an  attorney  of  Des  Moines, 
was  born  in  Huron  county,  Ohio,  on  the  12th  of  January,  1879.  He  *s  a  son 
William  C.  and  Emma  P.  (Vanderhoff)  Huyck,  the  former  a  traveling  sales¬ 
man.  Five  brothers  named  Von  Heick  came  to  this  country  from  Germany  in 
1804,  settling  in  New  York.  They  changed  the  name  by  dropping  the  Von  and 
altering  the  spelling  to  Huyck. 

Norman  Huyck  attended  school  in  his  native  county  until  the  family  came 
to  Des  Moines  in  1892,  continuing  his  studies  in  the  high  school  here.  After 
putting  aside  his  text-books  he  was  employed  as  a  collector  of  bad  debts  by 
various  firms  for  a  period  of  nearly  seven  years.  Subsequently  he  took  up  the 
study  of  law  in  Drake  University,  which  institution  conferred  upon  him  the  de¬ 
gree  of  Bachelor  of  Laws  in  1904.  He  began  his  professional  career  as  a  part¬ 
ner  of  Judge  S.  F.  Balliet  but  since  1905  has  practiced  alone,  having  won  an  ex¬ 
tensive  and  distinctively  representative  clientage.  In  criminal  practice  he  has 
been  unusually  successful.  He  is  a  strong  advocate  with  the  jury  and  concise 
in  his  appeals  before  the  court.  Much  of  the  success  which  has  attended  him  in 
his  professional  career  is  undoubtedly  due  to  the  fact  that  in  no  instance  will 
he  permit  himself  to  go  into  court  with  a  case  unless  he  has  absolute  confidence 
in  the  justice  of  his  client’s  cause.  Basing  his  efforts  on  this  principle,  from 
which  there  are  far  too  many  lapses  in  professional  ranks,  it  naturally  follows 
that  he  seldom  loses  a  case  in  whose  support  he  is  enlisted. 

In  1904  Mr.  Huyck  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Cornelia  Brother,  a  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Charles  Brother,  who  is  in  the  railroad  mail  service  and  served  as  aid  to 
Farragut  during  the  war.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Huyck  are  the  parents  of  two  children, 
Emma  C.  and  Norman.  Their  religious  faith  is  indicated  by  their  membership 
in  the  Christian  Science  church.  Mr.  Huyck  belongs  to  the  Benevolent  and 
Protective  Order  of  Elks,  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  the  Modern  Woodmen  of 
America.  He  is  interested  in  all  movements  having  for  their  object  the  im¬ 
provement  of  conditions  in  the  standing  army  and  in  the  prisons,  having  re¬ 
cently  written  a  book  setting  forth  some  of  the  evils  of  army  life  as  he  has  found 
it.  He  has  always  worked  toward  high  ideals  in  his  profession,  and  his  ability 
in  this  direction  and  his  personal  characteristics  have  won  for  him  the  high  re¬ 
spect  and  sincere  regard  of  the  great  majority  of  those  with  whom  he  has  been 
brought  in  contact. 


EDWARD  PAUL  JONES. 

Those  men,  who  in  the  advancement  of  their  private  interests  never  lose  sight 
of  their  civic  duties,  must  ever  form  the  strength  of  the  community  in  which  they 
reside.  Of  such  as  these  is  Edward  Paul  Jones,  a  well  known  business  man  of 
Des  Moines  and  one  of  the  recognized  leaders  in  the  Citizens  League,  which  is 
endeavoring  to  improve  the  moral  and  political  conditions  of  the  capital  city. 

His  birth  occurred  on  the  1st  of  June,  1874,  in  Lacona,  Warren  county,  Iowa. 
He  represents  the  third  generation  of  his  family,  which  for  a  period  of  more 
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than  fifty  years  has  been  actively  identified  with  the  commercial  development  of 
Des  Moines.  His  father,  E.  H.  Jones  migrated  to  Iowa  from  Indiana  when  a 
child  of  six  months  with  his  parents.  The  grandfather,  John  Jones,  located  at 
old  Fort  Des  Moines,  and  established  woolen  mills  there  and  at  Palmyra  which 
he  and  his  son  E.  H.  operated  for  many  years.  He  also  erected  the  Jones  home¬ 
stead  which  was  the  first  cement  house  built  in  the  city.  E.  H.  Jones  withdrew 
from  the  active  management  of  the  mills,  owned  jointly  by  him  and  his  father, 
and  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business  in  Warren  county.  This  venture  proved 
to  be  most  profitable  but  he  withdrew  from  it  about  twenty  years  ago  and,  re¬ 
turning  to  Des  Moines  went  into  the  piano  business  and  has  now  become  one  of 
the  best  known  and  most  extensive  dealers  in  this  section,  the  concern  first  being 
known  as  E.  H.  Jones  &  Son.  The  firm  was  incorporated  in  1907  under  the 
name  of  the  Jones  Piano  Company,  the  management  of  the  company  being  left 
practically  entirely  to  the  son.  Mr.  Jones  married  Miss  Josephine  Westerfield,  a 
native  of  Indiana,  their  wedding  taking  place  in  Indianola,  Iowa. 

A  very  adequate  idea  of  the  general  environment  of  the  boyhood  and  youth 
of  Edward  Paul  Jones  can  be  determined  by  considering  the  traits  he  has  evinced 
as  a  man.  High  ideals  and  noble  purposes,  together  with  the  recognition  of  one’s 
duties  to  society,  are  developed  in  childhood.  After  completing  the  course  of 
the  public  schools  in  Warren  county  he  entered  Simpson  College  at  Indianola, 
following  which  he  attended  Drake  University,  from  which  institution  he  gradu¬ 
ated  with  the  class  of  1898  with  the  degree  of  B.  L.  Later  he  entered  the  law 
department  of  his  alma  mater,  having  elected  to  make  that  his  life  vocation.  He 
withdrew  at  the  end  of  a  year,  however,  to  go  into  business  with  his  father  in 
order  that  he  might  relieve  him  of  some  of  the  arduous  duties  connected  with 
the  management  of  his  extensive  interests.  He  has  been  successful  in  the  direc¬ 
tion  of  the  company,  which  has  thrived  under  his  supervision.  They  are  very 
large  dealers,  in  addition  to  which  they  are  interested  in  the  manufacture  of  the 
Schiller  piano. 

Despite  the  exacting  demands  .made  upon  him  in  the  pursuit  of  his  private 
affairs,  Mr.  Jones  finds  ample  time  to  devote  to  his  civic  duties.  A  strong  tem¬ 
perance  man,  he  has  always  been  most  active  in  his  efforts  to  abolish  the  liquor 
traffic  with  all  of  its  attendant  evils.  When  the  Des  Moines  Citizens  Associa¬ 
tion  was  organized  in  November,  1910,  he  was  one  of  the  committee  of  seventeen 
chosen  to  institute  proceedings  against  the  saloon  men.  He  is  one  of  the  leaders 
among  that  body  of  progressive,  public-spirited  men  and  women  who  have  been 
so  systematic  and  persevering  in  their  campaign  against  immorality,  striving  to 
ever  keep  before  the  rising  generation  a  higher  and  better  standard  of  life  and 
civic  duties.  That  they  are  succeeding  in  their  efforts  is  given  the  strongest 
proof  possible  by  social  purity  clubs  all  over  the  country  calling  attention  to  what 
has  been  done  in  the  Iowa  capital,  while  they  maintain  that  what  the  people  of 
Des  Moines  have  done  it  is  possible  for  all  right-minded,  consecrated  citizens  to 
accomplish  in  any  community  in  America. 

Mr.  Jones  was  one  of  the  three  hundred  citizens  who  formed  the  committee 
appointed  to  discuss  the  adoption  of  a  new  charter  and  one  of  the  twenty-five 
forming  the  final  committee  to  draft  the  constitution.  He  has  never  aspired  to 
public  honors  or  the  emoluments  of  office,  but  possesses  a  more  exacting  and 
higher  idea  of  civic  duty  than  the  majority  of  people.  His  deeds  have  never  been 
performed  in  response  to  the  vague  and  indefinite  ideas  of  a  spirit  of  iconoclasm, 
but  through  recognition  of  the  crying  needs  of  a  higher  and  purer  standard  of 
life  and  social  relations;  he  would  not  destroy,  but  create. 

In  March,  1901,  Mr.  Jones  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Lulu  Calhoun  a 
daughter  of  the  Rev.  Joseph  Calhoun,  D.  D.,  of  Indianola.  Three  children  have 
been  born  of  this  union:  Paul  Calhoun,  Joseph  Edward  and  Geraldine.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Jones  are  both  earnest  members  of  the  United  Presbyterian  church,  in 
the  faith  of  which  denomination  they  were  reared,  while  he  is  one  of  the  active 
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workers  of  the  Sunday  school.  He  is  also  identified  with  the  Knights  of  Pythias 
and  holds  membership  in  the  Hyperion  Club,  of  which  he  is  a  charter  member 
and  one  of  the  organizers,  and  the  Grant  Club. 

Mr.  Jones  is  well  regarded,  both  in  his  business  and  social  relations,  by  all 
whose  standards  will  permit  them  to  recognize  his  worth  as  a  man  and  citizen, 
and  if  success  in  life  is  to  be  determined  not  by  what  is  received  from  but  by 
what  is  given  to  the  world  then  his  life  has  indeed  been  a  wonderfully  successful 
one. 


THOMAS  J.  JONES,  M.  U. 

There  are  some  brave  souls  whom  no  adversity  casts  down  and  no  difficulty 
thwarts.  They  seem  by  divine  right  of  mastership  to  turn  every  obstacle  to  ad¬ 
vantage  and  the  lesson  of  their  lives  is  unanswerable  argument  in  favor  of  the 
claim  that  man  makes  circumstances  and  that  he  has  the  power  within  himself 
to  rise  superior  to  every  environment.  Such  is  the  teaching  of  the  life  of  Dr. 
Thomas  J.  Jones,  of  Des  Moines,  who  started  as  a  poor  boy  in  Wales  and  has 
won  a  place  alongside  the  favored  sons  of  America.  He  was  born  in  Wales, 
March  3,  1854,  his  parents  being  David  and  Margaret  (Jenkins)  Jones.  The 
father  was  a  veterinary  surgeon.  He  died  in  1858,  leaving  a  widow  and  a  family 
of  five  children  practically  without  means  of  support.  The  mother  like  a  brave 
and  loyal-hearted  woman  faced  the  emergency  and  she  continued  the  remainder 
of  her  life  in  her  native  country,  passing  away  in  1893,  when  she  was  more  than 
eighty  years  of  age. 

At  the  early  age  of  ten  years  Thomas  J.  Jones  went  to  work  in  the  mines  to 
assist  in  supporting  the  family.  He  received  four  shillings  or  about  one  dollar 
in  American  money  per  week.  At  sixteen  he  became  a  clerk  in  the  grocery 
store  of  his  brother-in-law,  under  whom  he  continued  about  two  years,  when 
his  sister  died  and  he  was  apprenticed  to  the  carpenter’s  trade.  According  to 
the  terms  of  the  agreement  he  was  to  receive  one  shilling  a  week  and  board  for 
the  first  year  and  two  shillings  and  board  during  the  second  year.  Before  the 
close  of  the  second  year,  however,  he  was  offered  four  shillings  a  day  to  build 
houses  for  the  operators  of  the  mines  and  his  master  kindly  permitted  him  to  ac¬ 
cept  this  offer,  which  proved  an  important  step  in  his  progress.  At  twenty-one 
years  of  age  he  became  a  contractor  on  his  own  account,  making  money  which 
enabled  him  to  provide  more  liberally  than  previously  for  the  other  members 
of  the  family.  Shortly  after  this  time  he  took  up  the  study  of  medicine  at  home, 
purchasing  books  to  which  he  devoted  his  spare  time.  Believing  that  the  new 
world  presented  more  favorable  opportunities  than  he  could  expect  to  find  in 
Wales,  he  came  to  America  in  February,  1883,  and  on  the  7th  of  March  fol¬ 
lowing  arrived  in  Des  Moines  where  he  readily  found  employment  as  a  carpenter. 
However,  he  had  not  given  up  the  idea  of  continuing  the  study  of  medicine  and 
in  1884  became  a  student  in  the  medical  department  of  Drake  University,  from 
which  he  was  graduated  February  19,  1887,  with  the  degree  of  M.  D.  He  took 
a  post-graduate  course  in  the  Iowa  Eclectic  Medical  College,  receiving  the  degree 
from  that  institution  March  15,  1889.  During  his  attendance  at  university  and 
college  he  worked  at  his  trade  and  thus  earned  the  money  with  which  to  pay  nec¬ 
essary  expenses.  He  practiced  at  Bevington,  Iowa,  until  October,  1903,  since 
which  time  he  has  successfully  engaged  in  practice  at  Des  Moines.  He  was  the 
founder  of  the  Seno  Medicine  Company  of  this  city,  which  was  organized  in 
T902  and  has  been  in  successful  operation  ever  since,  the  Seno  Powders  having 
gained  a  splendid  reputation  wherever  introduced.  In  1907  Dr.  Jones  sold  his 
interest  in  this  company  to  his  brother  and  shortly  afterward  put  on  the  market 
the  Heal-O  Powder  through  the  Berg  Medicine  Company,  of  which  lie  is  a 
heavy  stockholder.  He  is  a  member  of  the  National  and  Iowa  State  Eclectic 
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Societies,  and  takes  an  active  interest  in  all  movements  calculated  to  advance 
his  profession. 

On  the  29th  of  June,  1874,  Dr.  Jones  was  married  at  Glyntaff  church,  T re¬ 
forest,  Wales,  to  Miss  Jemima  Walker,  who  died  in  July,  1893,  leaving  five  chil¬ 
dren,  namely :  David,  who  is  engaged  in  the  postal  service  at  Des  Moines ;  Mar¬ 
garet,  the  wife  of  John  Henry,  of  Bevington,  Iowa;  Maria,  the  wife  of  Mote 
C.  Newman,  of  Spokane,  Washington;  Agnes,  the  wife  of  Ralph  Masser,  of 
Spokane;  and  Anna,  also  a  resident  of  that  city.  In  March,  1895,  Dr.  Jones 
married  Mrs.  Mary  B.  (Steele)  Bell,  the  widow  of  Thomas  Bell,  a  native  of 
Madison  county,  Iowa.  By  this  union  one  son  has  been  born,  Arvon. 

While  a  resident  of  Bevington  Dr.  Jones  served  as  president  of  the  school 
board.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America  and  has  served 
as  medical  examiner  for  that  order  for  over  twenty  years,  first  at  Bevington,  and 
later  at  Des  Moines.  Politically  he  is  identified  with  the  progressive  element  of 
the  republican  party,  and  religiously  he  upholds  the  doctrines  of  the  Methodist 
church.  As  a  student  of  subjects  pertaining  to  his  profession  he  is  tireless,  being 
an  indefatigable  investigator  who  never  counts  time  or  labor  spent  in  acquiring 
knowledge  as  to  the  cause  and  cure  of  diseases.  His  record  is  in  a  remarkable 
degree  creditable,  as  he  has  won  his  way  by  rare  perseverance  and  self-denial, 
and  is  deserving  of  the  confidence  and  esteem  of  all  with  whom  he  comes  into 
contact. 


EMMOR  J.  BARD. 

Emmor  J.  Bard,  who  has  served  as  the  superintendent  of  the  Kratzer  Car¬ 
riage  Company  of  Des  Moines  since  August,  1901,  also  acts  as  secretary  and 
purchasing  agent  of  this  important  concern.  His  birth  occurred  in  Salem,  Ohio, 
on  the  7th  of  April,  1871,  his  parents  being  James  H.  and  Amy  G.  (Thompson) 
Bard.  The  father  was  born  in  Mahoning  county,  Ohio,  in  1844,  while  the  moth¬ 
er’s  birth  occurred  in  Geauga  county,  that  state,  in  1850.  James  H.  Bard,  who 
was  a  miller,  participated  in  the  Civil  war  as  a  member  of  the  One  Hundred  and 
Forty-fourth  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry.  Unto  him  and  his  wife  were  born  six 
children,  as  follows :  Emmor  J.,  of  this  review ;  Edwin,  who  is  married  and  re¬ 
sides  in  Indiana;  Homer  H.,  who  is  married  and  makes  his  home  in  Ohio;  Al¬ 
bert,  living  in  Indiana,  who  is  also  married ;  Mary  A.,  who  is  deceased ;  and 
Franklin  E.,  who  is  a  resident  of  Ohio. 

Emmor  J.  Bard  supplemented  his  preliminary  education,  obtained  in  the 
common  schools  of  the  Buckeye  state,  by  a  course  of  study  in  Defiance  College 
at  Defiance,  Ohio.  After  putting  aside  his  text-books  he  spent  six  months  in 
the  employ  of  a  publishing  company,  selling  books  in  New  York.  He  next  en¬ 
tered  the  service  of  the  Linthicum  &  Schlosser  Carriage  Company  of  Defiance, 
Ohio,  as  general  helper  about  the  shop,  remaining  with  that  concern  for  five 
years.  On  the  expiration  of  that  period  he  went  to  Michigan,  where  for  two 
years  he  acted  as  general  manager  of  the  Wolverine  Carriage  Company.  Dur¬ 
ing  the  following  three  years  he  worked  in  different  factories  as  buyer,  manager 
and  foreman,  learning  the  methods  employed  in  each  and  becoming  thoroughly 
familiar  with  the  carriage  manufacturing  industry  in  principle  and  detail.  In 
August,  1901,  he  came  to  Des  Moines  as  superintendent  of  the  Kratzer  Carriage 
Company,  in  which  capacity  he  has  served  continuously  since,  also  acting  as 
secretary  and  purchasing  agent.  The  company  manufactures  buggies,  surreys, 
carriages  and  other  light  weight  vehicles  and  probably  does  the  most  extensive 
business  of  the  kind  in  this  part  of  the  country.  A  floor  space  of  about  two 
and  a  half  acres  is  utilized  and  more  than  one  hundred  people  are  employed  in 
the  conduct  of  the  business.  A  man  of  excellent  executive  ability,  sound  judg- 
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ment  and  keen  discrimination,  Mr.  Bard  has  contributed  in  no  small  degree  to 
the  continued  growth  and  success  of  the  Kratzer  Carriage  Company.  . 

On  the  ist  of  June,  1899,  Mr.  Bard  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Mina 
C.  Aldrich,  a  native  of  Defiance,  Ohio,  and  a  daughter  of  Franklin  and  Eliza¬ 
beth  (Smith)  Aldrich,  the  former  being  a  retired  agriculturist.  Unto  our  sub¬ 
ject  and  his  wife  have  been  born  two  sons,  namely:  Emerson  Aldrich,  whose 
birth  occurred  in  May,  1905 ;  and  Spencer  A.,  whose  natal  day  was  December 

Since  age  conferred  upon  him  the  right  of  franchise  Mr.  Bard  has  supported 
the  men  and  measures  of  the  republican  party,  believing  that  its  principles  are 
most  conducive  to  good  government.  In  religious  faith  he  is  a  Methodist.  While 
Mr.  Bard  is  now  numbered  among  the  men  of  affluence,  he  did  not-  reach  his 
present  financial  condition  without  much  hard  work  and  persistent  effort.  In¬ 
deed  he  has  labored  most  persistently,  overcoming  difficulties  and  obstacles  by 
his  diligence  and  perseverance,  and  at  all  times  has  followed  those  rules  which 
govern  strict  and  unswerving  business  integrity. 


THOMAS  A.  RAY. 

Iowa  can  claim  many  expert  coal  men  who  have  developed  great  coal  depos¬ 
its  and  added  vastly  to  the  wealth  of  the  state.  The  list  includes  the  name  of 
Thomas  A.  Ray,  known  as  the  dean  of  the  coal  men  of  Des  Moines,  having 
engaged  prominently  in  the  business  in  this  city  for  twenty  years  past.  He  was 
born  in  Durhamshire,  England,  May  25,  1850,  and  is  a  son  of  Thomas  and  Jane 
(Adey)  Ray,  both  of  whom  were  born  in  England.  The.  father  was  born  m 
Newcastle  and  was  an  expert  miner,  being  also  an  expert  in  gases.  He  gained 
an  enviable  reputation  in  his  native  land  and  also  in  this  country.  The  mother 
is  now  living  with  her  son  at  Des  Moines  and  has  reached  the  venerable  age  of 
eighty-two  years. 

Mr.  Ray  of  this  review  came  to  America  with  his  parents  at  the  age  of  five 
years  and  attended  school  in  a  little  log  house  near  Moline,  Rock  Island  county, 
Illinois.  After  spending  four  years  in  this  country  the  family  returned  to  Eng¬ 
land  and  the  son  attended  school  in  that  country.  He  learned  his  first  lessons 
in  mining  in  England,  where  he  worked  energetically  for  several  years,  accu¬ 
mulating  money  with  which  he  paid  the  expenses  of  bringing  his  parents  again 
to  America.  In  1881  he  arrived  in  Boone  county,  Iowa,  where  he  was  in  charge 
of  mines  at  Angus.  In  1891  he  arrived  in  Des  Moines  and  was  placed  in  charge 
of  the  Manbeck  mine  on  the  Rock  Island  Railroad,  and  later  opened  the  Clifton 
mine  for  the  Coon  Valley  Fuel  Company,  of  Des  Moines,  developing  the  mine 
to  a  good  paying  basis.  In  1897  he  acquired  an  interest  in  the  Eagle  mine,  which 
was  his  first  investment.  He  associated  with  Samuel  Shepard  and  Samuel 
Blount  in  the  Center  mine,  and  in  1909  he  bought  the  Ray  mines  on  the  Bur¬ 
lington  Railway,  which  produce  a  high  grade  of  coal  and  are  now  being  oper¬ 
ated  upon  an  extensive  basis,  giving  employment  to  eighty  miners.  Mr.  Ray 
has  been  very  successful  in  managing  mining  properties,  and  owing  to  his  thor¬ 
ough  knowledge  of  the  business  and  his  abilitv  as  a  manager  has  avoided  many 
mistakes  into  which  less  experienced  men  are  liable  to  fall. 

On  the  14th  of  September,  1874,  at  Rock  Island,  Illinois,  Mr.  Ray  was  mar¬ 
ried  to  Miss  Jennie  Tackson,  who  was  born  in  t 855 -  and  they  became  the  parents 
of  six  children,  namely:  Etta  May,  who  was  born  in  August,  187.=;,  is  now  the 
wife  of  A.  T.  Harkins,  of  Des  Moines,  and  they  have  three  children,  Ethel, 
George  and  Gerald;  Ethel  Grace,  born. in  1877,  married  W.  A.  Valentine,  who 
'  is  now  associated  with  Mr.  Ray  in  business ;  Clifford  \  .  is  also  associated  with 
his  father ;  Frank  Edward  is  a  graduate  of  the  forestry  and  engineering  de- 
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partment  of  Iowa  State  University;  Ralph  Raymond  died  in  April,  1906,  as  the 
result  of  an  operation  ;  and  Harvey  Thomas  is  now  a  student  of  the  North  High 
School  in  the  junior  year. 

Mr.  Ray  has  through  life  been  very  energetic  and  active  and  in  his  chosen 
calling  has  gained  a  reputation  for  efficiency  rarely  awarded  in  any  line  of  busi¬ 
ness.  He  is  recognized  as  entirely  honorable  and  upright  in  his  dealings,  a  man 
who  has  never  sought  to  improve  his  fortune  to  the  injury  of  others  and  whose 
word  is  accepted  as  inviolate  wherever  he  is  known.  In  politics  he  supports 
the  republican  party,  and  religiously  he  is  an  earnest  believer  in  the  Bible  and 
holds  membership  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church.  Socially,  he  is  a  valued 
member  of  Adelphic  Lodge,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  of  Gold  Leaf  Lodge,  I.  O.  O. 
F.  A  conscientious  fidelity  to  duty  has  been  one  of  his  prominent  characteristics 
and  has  given  him  a  position  in  the  estimation  of  his  acquaintances  second  to 
that  accorded  to  no  other  man  in  the  city. 


GEORGE  W.  MILLER.  D.  D.  S. 

Dr.  George  W.  Miller,  a  most  active  and  successful  practitioner  of  dentistry, 
who  has  been  honored  by  the  profession  with  election  to  the  vice  presidency  of 
the  State  Dental  Society,  was  born  at  Lancaster,  Illinois,  February  12,  1857. 
His  father,  George  W.  Miller,  was  born  in  Kentucky  in  July,  1818,  and  became 
a  minister  of  the  Methodist  church  long  identified  with  the  Central  Illinois  Con¬ 
ference.  He  was  actively  engaged  in  religious  work  for  twenty-nine  years  and 
a  most  noble  and  upright  life  was  brought  to  its  close  by  his  death  in  Winterset. 
Iowa,  in  1895.  In  1839  he  had  married  Elizabeth  Westfall,  who  was  born  in 
Lawrence  county,  Illinois,  January  25,  1823,  and  is  still  living.  Among  the 
ancestors  of  Dr.  Miller  was  John.K.  Moore,  a  member  of  the  state  legislature  of 
Kentucky.  His  great-uncle,  Captain  Tames  Miller,  won  his  title  steamboating  on 
the  Mississippi  river.  He  served  in  the  Civil  war  as  color  bearer  for  four  years 
although  at  first  rejected  on  account  of  old  age.  He  served  throughout  the  en¬ 
tire  period  of  hostilities  between  the  north  and  south  and  several  flags  which 
he  carried  are  now  in  the  statehouse  at  Des  Moines. 

Dr  Miller  was  one  of  a  family  of  six  children  who  yet  survive.  His  brother. 
Dr.  W.  K.  Miller,  for  many  years  a  practicing  physician,  is  now  living  retired 
in  Nebraska.  McKendree,  of  Winterset,  Iowa,  followed  the  profession  of 
dentistry  and  is  also  living  retired.  Another  brother,  Dr.  J.  B.  Miller,  is  a  retired 
physician  of  Tina,  Missouri,  and  J.  E.  Miller  is  governor  of  the  Soldiers  Hos¬ 
pital  at  Hot  Springs,  South  Dakota.  He,  too,  has  studied  medicine  and  became 
well  known  as  a  surgeon.  The  daughter  of  the  family  is  Mrs.  Jennie  Beerbower. 
the  widow  of  J.  O.  Beerbower. 

George  W.  Miller  pursued  his  education  in  the  public  schools  of  Illinois  until 
1875,  when  on  the  4th  of  May  he  entered  the  office  of  Dr.  E.  C.  Stone,  a  dentist 
of  Galesburg,  Illinois,  with  whom  he  studied,  also  assisting  him  in  his  dental 
work,  until  November,  1876.  At  that  date  he  became  a  resident  of  Avoca,  Iowa, 
where  he  opened  an  office  for  the  practice  of  dentistry,  there  remaining  until  the 
spring  of  1879.  He  was  afterward  in  Harlan,  Iowa,  until  May,  1880,  when  he 
removed  to  Winterset  where  he  was  successfully  engaged  in  practice  until  De¬ 
cember,  1888.  Seeking  a  still  broader  field  of  labor,  he  came  to  Des  Moines  where 
he  has  since  been  located  and  a  liberal  patronage  has  here  been  accorded  him,  for 
he  soon  demonstrated  his  ability  in  a  profession  which  is  unique  in  its  require¬ 
ments,  demanding  not  only  scientific  knowledge,  but  also  mechanical  skill  and 
business  ability. 

In  May,  1881,  Dr.  Miller  became  a  member  of  the  Iowa  State  Dental  Society 
and  has  never  missed  one  of  its  annual  meetings  since  that  time.  In  1883  he 
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joined  the  American  Dental  Association  at  Minneapolis.  In  1886  this  body  was 
consolidated  with  the  Southern  Dental  Association  which  then  became  known  as 
the  National,  and  he  has  retained  membership  therein  without  intermission  to 
the  present  time.  He  is  also  an  honorary  member  of  several  state  dental  societie> 
and  in  1896  was  appointed  by  Governor  Jackson  as  a  member  of  the  state  dental 
examining  board,  which  position  he  resigned  in  1898  to  organize  the  Des  Moines 
College  of  Dental  Surgery,  now  a  department  of  Drake  University.  For  four 
years  he  was  dean  of  that  school  and  succeeded  in  developing  the  department  to 
equal  rank  with  others  of  the  university.  He  has  been  a  valuable  contributor 
to  the  literature  of  the  profession  and  has  written  many  papers  for  dental  socie¬ 
ties  which  have  awakened  widespread  interest.  He  is  today  the  oldest  established 
practitioner  of  dentistry  in  Des  Moines  and  is  accorded  the  high  honor  and  re¬ 
spect  to  which  his  years  of  practice  and  ability  entitle  him.  In  the  State  Dental 
Society  he  has  held  all  the  offices  except  that  of  president  and  at  this  writing, 
in  1911,  is  filling  the  position  of  vice  president. 

On  the  4th  of  October,  1878,  Dr.  Miller  was  married  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Baird, 
who  was  born  in  Philadelphia  July  19,  1857.  Her  father,  William  Baird,  was  a 
farmer,  and  he  and  his  wife,  who  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Martha  J.  Stewart, 
were  both  natives  of  Ireland.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Miller  have  two  children :  Abbie, 
who  was  born  at  Harlan,  Iowa,  now  the  wife  of  Dr.  J.  H.  McGuire,  of  Highland 
Park,  and  the  mother  of  three  children,  Elizabeth,  Jean  Stewart  and  Jack  Miller. 
The  son,  Dr.  Ray  G.  Miller,  is  a  graduate  of  Drake  University  and  is  now  prac¬ 
ticing  denistry  with  his  father.  He  married  Ellen  Ilillis  and  has  one  child,  Hillis. 

The  office  of  Dr.  Miller  and  his  son  is  a  beautiful  suite  of  rooms  in  the  Citi¬ 
zens  Banking  building,  splendidly  equipped  for  the  conduct  of  their  practice  which 
has  long  been  extensive  and  of  a  most  important  character.  In  his  political  views 
Dr.  Miller  is  a  stanch  republican,  and  fraternally  he  is  connected  with  the  Ma¬ 
sons,  having  joined  the  blue  lodge  in  Winterset  in  1881.  He  became  an  Odd 
Fellow  in  the  same  year,  has  filled  all  of  the  offices  in  the  lodge  except  the  state 
offices,  and  has  been  a  representative  to  the  Grand  Lodge  for  two  years.  He  like¬ 
wise  belongs  to  the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks  of  which  he  is  past 
exalted  ruler.  Social  and  fraternal  affairs  have  constituted  an  interest  in  the  life 
of  Dr.  Miller,  yet  at  all  times  his  chief  thought  has  been  his  profession  in  which 
he  has  made  steady  progress,  not  only  resulting  to  his  own  benefit  but  to  that  of 
the  dental  fraternity  as  well  because  of  his  valuable  contributions  to  the  literature 
of  the  profession.  He  has  ever  held  to  high  ideals  in  his  professional  service 
and  his  ability  places  him  in  a  prominent  position  among  Iowa’s  dentists. 


WALTER  ST.  JOHN. 

Walter  St.  John,  a  well  known  insurance  agent  of  Des  Moines,  has  repre¬ 
sented  the  Equitable  Life  Insurance  Company  here  for  the  past  eight  years. 
His  birth  took  place  in  Des  Moines  on  the  3d  of  October,  1877,  his  parents  being 
J.  M.  and  Angeline  (Sleeth)  St.  John.  The  father,  an  attorney  by  profession, 
was  born  in  Clarksville,  Ohio,  in  1837,  while  the  mother’s  birth  occurred  in  the 
Buckeye  state  in  1834.  They  had  nine  children,  seven  of  whom  are  yet  living, 
as  follows:  Rose,  the  wife  of  Frank  Rail;  Charles,  who  is  a  resident  of  South 
Dakota;  Maud  and  Jessie,  both  at  home;  Walter,  of  this  review;  and  Angie  and 
Jacob,  who  are  likewise  still  under  the  parental  roof. 

Walter  St.  John  was  educated  in  the  grammar  and  high  schools  of  Des 
Moines,  and  after  putting  aside  his  text-books  entered  the  employ  of  the  Des 
Moines  Drug  Company,  remaining  with  that  concern  for  two  years.  Subsequently 
he  entered  the  service  of  the  Chamberlain  Medicine  Company,  spending  two  years 
in  Australia,  Tasmania  and  New  Zealand  in  the  interests  of  the  firm,  while  dur- 
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ing  the  following  two  years  he  traveled  for  the  company  in  the  United  States. 
He  next  became  identified  with  the  Equitable  Life  Insurance  Company,  which 
he  has  represented  as  general  agent  at  Des  Moines  for  the  past  eight  years.  He 
has  thoroughly  acquainted  himself  with  the  insurance  business  in  principle  and 
detail,  understands  fully  its  advantages  and  merits,  and  writes  a  large  number 
of  policies  annually.  His  offices  are  in  the  Equitable  building. 

On  the  3d  of  June,  1909,  Mr.  St.  John  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Rose 
Wendermann.  His  political  allegiance  is  given  to  the  republican  party,  while  in 
religious  faith  he  is  a  Methodist.  He  is  a  director  in  the  National  Travelers 
Benefit  Association  and  affiliated  with  the  Iowa  State  Traveling  Men’s  Asso¬ 
ciation  in  the  same  capacity,  also  of  the  Des  Moines  Commercial  Club  and  the 
Grant  Club  His  personal  characteristics  have  gained  for  him  the  warm  regard 
and  friendship  of  many  and  he  enjoys  an  enviable  reputation  as  one  of  the  pros¬ 
perous  and  representative  residents  of  his  native  city. 


HOMER  R.  PAGE,  M.  D. 

Although  he  departed  this  life  November  5,  1891,  and  twenty  years  have 
come  and  gone,  Dr.  Homer  R.  Page  still  occupies  a  place  in  the  love  and  venera¬ 
tion  of  those  who  knew  him  in  Des  Moines.  His  kindly,  genial  nature  invited 
confidence,  and  his  friends  will  never  willingly  forget  his  unselfish  service  in 
behalf  not  only  of  individuals  but  of  the  community.  He  was  a  resident  of 
this  city  for  thirteen  years  and  in  that  time  acquired  a  reputation  as  one  of  its 
most  trustworthy  and  competent  practitioners,  a  man  whose  judgment  could  be 
safely  relied  upon  and  whose  very  presence  at  the  bedside  of  a  sufferer  brought 
relief. 

He  was  born  at  Milan,  Erie  county,  Ohio,  October  17,  1842,  a  son  of  Aaron 
Page,  of  New  York  state.  At  the  age  of  ten  years  he  moved  with  his  parents 
to  Iowa  City,  Johnson  county,  Iowa,  and  in  the  public  schools  he  acquired  'his 
preliminary  education.  He  was  a  bright  pupil  and  even  as  a  boy  gave  evidence 
of  unusual  powers  of  observation  and  reflection,  clearly  pointing  to  a  profes¬ 
sional  career.  After  leaving  the  public  schools  he  became  a  student  in  Iowa 
College  at  Grinnell,  Iowa,  and  continued  for  four  years  in  that  institution  but 
did  not  graduate  as  he  accepted  a  position  as  instructor  at  Western  College, 
Linn  county,  Iowa.  Here  he  continued  for  a  year,  at  the  end  of  which  time 
he  was  graduated  with  the  degree  of  A.  B.,  having  applied  himself  to  the  classical 
course. 

He  studied  medicine  under  Dr.  Lang,  of  Marshalltown,  and  Dr.  Holyoke,  of 
Grinnell,  and  entered  the  medical  department  of  the  State  University  at  Iowa 
City,  graduating  with  the  degree  of  M.  D.  He  began  practice  at  New  Sharon, 
Iowa,  where  he  continued  for  seven  years  with  a  gratifying  measure  of  success, 
coming  to  Des  Moines  in  1878,  on  account  of  the  wider  opportunities  presented 
in  this  city.  Here  he  soon  established  himself  in  a  lucrative  practice  which 
grew  to  large  proportions  as  the  people  became  better  acquainted  with  him, 
his  skill  receiving  its  merited  recognition.  He  was  a  thorough  student,  a  close 
observer  and  possessed  an  intuition  as  to  the  causes  and  effects  of  disease 
which  greatly  assisted  him  in  his  diagnosis.  His  time  and  talents  were  devoted 
with  increasing  success  as  the  years  passed  to  the  relief  of  the  physical  ills  of 
his  fellowmen. 

On  the  nth  of  August,  1869,  Dr.  Page  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Hattie  Frisbee,  of  Washington,  Iowa,  and  three  children  were  born  to  them: 
Lilian  M.,  now  Mrs.  E.  L.  Dougherty ;  Addison  C.,  who  is  a  graduate  of  the 
College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  of  Chicago,  and  of  the  Cook  County 
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Hospital,  and  is  now  a  practicing  physician  of  Des  Moines;  and  Or\ille  L.,  a 

mechanical  engineer.  ,  ,  .  ,  • 

Dr.  Page  was  too  young  at  the  oubtreak  of  the  Civil  war  to  take  part  m 

the  conflict  but  in  1864  he  served  as  a  private  for  five  months  in  Company  B, 
Forty-sixth  Iowa  Infantry,  enlisting  at  Grinnell.  He  was  a  firm  believer  in 
the  Christian  religion  and  held  membership  in  the  Baptist  church.  He  was  also 
identified  with  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows.  .  He  never  allowed  his 
private  interests  to  interfere  with  his  duty  to  his  profession  and  was  thoroughly 
conscientious  in  the  discharge  of  his  responsibilities  both  as  a  citizen  and  as  a 
physician.  Of  him  it  may  be  said,  he  was  a  true  man  in  every  relation  of  life- 
one  whose  ability  and  personal  worth  contributed  materially  to  the  advancement 
of  all  with  whom  he  was  associated. 


JAMES  KNOX  BARLOW. 

In  commercial  circles  of  Des  Moines  the  name  of  James  Knox  Barlow  was 
well  known,  as  for  almost  a  quarter  of  a  century  he  was  connected  with  a  retail 
mercantile  establishment,  the  development  and  growth  of  which  was  the  tangible 
expression  of  his  business  ability,  close  application  and  determined  purpose. 
Moreover  in  all  of  his  career  there  was  not  a  single  esoteric  phase;  on  the  con¬ 
trary  he  stood  for  that  which  is  just  and  right  in  man’s  relations  with  his  fellow- 
man  and  not  only  practiced  honesty  because  it  is  the  best  policy,  but  because  the 
principles  which  governed  his  career  would  have  forbidden  any  other  course. 
Ohio  numbered  him  among  her  native  sons,  his  birth  having  occurred  in  Sum¬ 
mit  county  on  the  2d  of  February,  1845.  His  parents  were  Joseph  and  Mary 
(Bradley)  Barlow,  who  in  1844  removed  from  Lee,  Massachusetts,  to  Ohio,  and 
after  living  in  that  state  for  about  ten  years  came  to  Iowa  in  1854,  settling  in 
the  central  part  of  the  state  where  they  took  up  government  land.  Their  claim  was 
located  in  Iowa  county  and  with  characteristic  energy  the  father  began  imme¬ 
diately  to  cultivate  and  improve  his  property,  making  his  home  thereon  until  his 
death*  which  occurred  in  1865.  His  wife  also  passed  away  upon  the  old  home¬ 
stead  farm  in  the  same  year. 

lames  Knox  Barlow  was  reared  upon  that  farm  amid  the  wild  scenes,  envi¬ 
ronment  and  experiences  of  pioneer  life,  having  been  but  nine  years  of  age  when 
the  family  came  to  this  state.  After  attending  the  public  schools  at  Grinnell  he 
entered  the  University  of  Iowa  at  Iowa  City  and  had  almost  completed  his  course 
when  he  put  aside  his  text-books  in  order  to  enter  mercantile,  life.  He  was 
for  twenty-seven  years  engaged  in  the  clothing  business,  of  which  twenty-four 
years  were  spent  in  Des  Moines.  He  conducted  a  well  equipped  establishment, 
having  a  large  line  of  goods  that  proved  attractive  to  his  many  patrons.  In  fact 
he  was  recognized  as  one  of  the  leading  retail  merchants  of  East  Des  Moines 
and  his  business  grew  in  volume  and  importance  with  the  passing  years  until 
his  annual  sales  reached  extensive  proportions.  At  length,  however,  ill  health 
compelled  his  retirement  and  the  last  seven  years  of  his  life  were,  perforce,  spent 
without  any  business  connection. 

On  the  15th  of  December,  1870,  at  Victoria,  Iowa,  Mr.  Barlow  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Miss  Lucy  C.  Titus,  a  daughter  of  Harmon  Titus,  of  St.  John  s, 
Province  of  Quebec.  Her  grandfather  was  a  soldier  of  the  Revolutionary  war, 
enlisting  with  the  Massachusetts  troops.  Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Barlow  were  born 
four  children :  Ora  E.,  the  wife  of  Secretary  J.  C.  Simpson,  connected  with  the 
state  agricultural  department  of  Iowa  for  many  years;  Mrs.  W.  H.  Nevins,  of 
Springfield,  Massachusetts;  Everett  James  Barlow,  a  resident  of  Syracuse,  New 
York;  and  La  Verne  M.  Barlow,  of  the  Iowa  Trust  &  Savings  Bank  of  Des 
Moines. 
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In  politics  Mr.  Barlow  was  always  a  republican  from  the  time  that  age  con¬ 
ferred  upon  him  the  right  of  franchise,  and  though  he  never  sought  nor  desired 
office  he  was  always  loyal  in  matters  of  citizenship  and  never  failed  to  give  his 
support  to  those  measures  deemed  essential  to  the  general  welfare.  He  was  one 
of  the  oldest  members  of  the  East  Des  Moines  Presbyterian  church  and  long 
served  as  one  of  its  elders,  his  entire  service  as  church  elder  covering  thirty-four 
years.  He  belonged  to  the  Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen,  but  the  interests 
of  home  were  to  him  greater  than  lodge  and  club  relations.  He  departed  this 
life  September  22,  1905,  after  a  long  illness,  and  thus  was  terminated  a  record 
characterized  by  devotion  to  high  ideals  and  based  upon  the  principles  of  Chris¬ 
tian  manhood.  The  consensus  of  public  opinion  placed  him  with  the  most  hon¬ 
ored  and  valued  residents  of  the  capital  city. 


WILLIAM  R.  PROUTY. 

William  R.  Prouty,  president  of  the  C.  C.  Prouty  Company,  wholesale  gro¬ 
cers,  is  prominent  among  business  men  of  Des  Moines,  having  for  many  years 
been  closely  identified  with  the  history  of  the  city  as  a  representative  of  one  of 
its  important  commercial  interests.  He  is  a  man  of  keen  discrimination  and 
sound  judgment  and  his  executive  ability  and  excellent  management  have  brought 
to  the  concern  with  which  he  is  connected  a  large  degree  of  success.  The  safe 
and  conservative  policy  inaugurated  at  the  outset  commends  itself  to  the  judg¬ 
ment  of  all  and  has  secured  to  the  company  a  patronage  which  makes  the  vol¬ 
ume  of  trade  transacted  of  great  importance  and  magnitude. 

While  a  native  of  Ohio,  William  R.  Prouty  has  spent  almost  his  entire  life  in 
Iowa,  having  been  brought  to  this  state  when  only  a  few  months  old.  He  was 
born  in  Cumberland,  Ohio,  June  11,  1858,  a  son  of  Russell  and  Nancy  (Dun¬ 
bar)  Prouty.  The  paternal  ancestors  came  from  England  to  the  United  States 
in  1667  and  settled  at  Scituate,  Massachusetts.  The  maternal  ancetsors  were 
also  of  English  lineage  and  became  residents  of  the  old  Bay  state  at  an  early 
day.  In  the  year  1858  the  father  of  William  R.  Prouty  brought  his  family  to 
Iowa,  settling  on  a  farm  in  Keokuk  county.  The  greater  part  of  his  life  was  de¬ 
voted  to  agricultural  pursuits  but  at  the  time  of  his  death,  which  occurred  Oc¬ 
tober  23,  1868,  he  resided  in  Oskaloosa.  His  wife,  who  was  born  in  Massachu¬ 
setts  in  1816,  lived  to  the  very  advanced  age  of  ninety-five  years,  her  death  oc¬ 
curring  March  7,  1911,  in  Des  Moines.  In  the  family  were  eight  children,  the 
eldest  being  Edwin  Prouty,  a  resident  of  Kansas  City,  Missouri.  Emma,  the 
second  of  the  family,  lives  in  Des  Moines.  Captain  Cheney  C.  Prouty 
is  deceased.  George  Prouty  died  during  the  Civil  war  while  defending  the 
interests  of  the  Union  at  the  front.  Adelaide  is  the  wife  of  J.  R.  Shawhan, 
a  resident  of  Sigourney,  Iowa.  Alary  Ella  is  the  wife  of  J.  D.  Ferrell,  a  resi¬ 
dent  of  Lebanon,  Alissouri.  Charles  D.  Prouty,  a  resident  of  Des  Aloines,  is 
mentioned  elsewhere  in  this  volume. 

William  R.  Prouty,  whose  name  introduces  this  review,  pursued  his  educa¬ 
tion  in  the  public  schools,  continuing  his  course  through  successive  grades  until 
he  became  a  high-school  pupil.  When  he  put  aside  his  text-books  he  entered 
commercial  circles  as  a  clerk  in  a  dry-goods  store  in  Oskaloosa,  there  remaining 
for  four  years.  In  1880  he  came  to  Des  Moines  and  was  employed  by  the  dry- 
goods  house  of  W.  K.  Bird,  with  whom  he  continued  for  about  one  year,  that 
establishment  being  then  the  leading  dry-goods  house  of  the  city.  He  after¬ 
ward  entered  his  brother's  wholesale  grocery  house  and  soon  was  admitted  to  a 
partnership.  He  became  vice  president  and  general  manager,  which  position  he 
filled  for  eighteen  years,  and  upon  his  brother’s  death  was  elected  to  the  presi- 
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dency  of  the  company.  He  is  also  president  and  one  of  the  stockholder^  of  the 

Des  Moines  Drug  Company.  ,  .  ^  Ar  . 

On  the  29th  of  November,  1902,  Mr.  Prouty  was  married  in  Des  Moines  to 

Miss  Madge  Wilson,  a  daughter  of  J.  N.  Wilson  and  a  native  of  Minnesota. 
They  have  one  child,  Madge  Wilson,  born  in  Des  Moines,  April  9,  1908.  Both 
Mr  and  Mrs.  Prouty  have  a  large  circle  of  warm  friends  in  the  capital  city. 

Mr.  Prouty  holds  to  the  political  principles  advocated  by  the  republican 
party,  especially  its  progressive  wing,  but  he  has  never  sought  nor  desired  office. 
He  belongs  to  no  secret  societies  but  holds  membership  with  the  Golf  and  Coun¬ 
try  the  New  Des  Moines  and  the  Grant  Clubs.  Few  men  are  more  promi¬ 
nent  or  more  widely  known  than  Mr.  Prouty,  who  has  been  an  important  factor 
in  business  circles  'for  many  years.  His  prosperity  is  well  deserved,  as  in  him 
are  embraced  the  characteristics  of  unbending  integrity,  unabatmg  energy  and 
industry  that  never  flags.  He  is  public-spirited,  giving  his  cooperation  to  every 
movement  which  tends  to  promote  the  moral,  intellectual  and  material  welfare 
of  the  community. 


EDWARDS  P.  ANTHONY. 

Edwards  P.  Anthony,  who  has  been  a  resident  of  Des  Moines  for  eleven 
years,  during  which  time  he  has  always  been  identified  with  the  cycle  business, 
was  born  in  Franklin  county,  Pennsylvania,  on  the  20th  of  March,  1873.  His 
parents  were  the  Rev.  J.  P.  and  Salena  (Diehl)  Anthony,  both  natives  of  York, 
Pennsylvania,  the  father’s  birth  having  occurred  on  the  27th  of  January,  1843, 
and  that  of  the  mother  in  February,  1844.  Mr.  Anthony  is  a  minister  in  the 
United  Brethren  church,  having  been  identified  with  that  vocation  for  more 
than  fifty  years. 

Edwards  P.  Anthony  was  reared  in  the  kindly  atmosphere  of  a  good  home, 
acquiring  his  preliminary  education  in  the  public  schools,  after  which  he  took 
a  general  course  in  Mercersburg  and  Lebanon  Valley  colleges.  Following  the 
completion  of  his  education  he  went  to  Annville,  Pennsylvania,  and  engaged  in 
the  bicycle  business,  continuing  to  be  successfully  identified  with  that  enterprise 
for  two  years.  At  the  expiration  of  that  period  he  returned  to  his  father’s  farm, 
where  he  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  until  1900,  when  he  removed  to  Des 
Moines,  having  accepted  a  position  with  \Y .  P.  Chase,  who  was  at  that  time 
engaged  in  the  cycle  business.  He  continued  in  the  service  of  Mr.  Chase  until 
the  latter  disposed  of  his  interests  to  Hopkins  Brothers,  with  whom  he  continued 
as  expert  for  three  years  thereafter.  Having  decided  that  he  would  establish 
a  place  of  his  own  he  resigned  his  position  and  again  went  into  business  for 
himself.  This  has  proven  to  be  a  wise  and  profitable  venture,  as  the  under¬ 
taking  has  thrived,  and  he  has  not  only  enlarged  his  business  but  has  also  built  a 
comfortable  home. 

In  Annville,  Pennsylvania,  on  the  30th  of  September,  1894,  was  solemnized 
the  marriage  of  Mr.  Anthony  and  Miss  Stella  Kephart,  a  daughter  of  the  Rev. 
C.  J.  and  Sally  (Perry)  Kephart.  Her  father,  who  is  also  a  minister  of  the 
United  Brethren  church,  was  at  that  time  pastor  of  the  church  at  Annville,  but 
has  since  removed  to  Iowa.  The  following  children  have  been  born  unto  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Anthony:  Donald  Clyde,  whose  birth  occurred  on  the  9th  of  January, 
1896;  Mae  Ruth,  who  was  born  on  the  2d  of  January,  1897,  now  attending  the 
Willard  school;  Edwards  P.,  Jr.,  a  student  of  the  Sand  Hill  school,  who  was 
born  on  the  9th  of  July,  1901 ;  Mabel  Luetta,  born  on  the  23d  of  August,  1906, 
also  attending  the  Sand  Hill  school;  Rex  Kephart,  born  on  the  1st  of  December, 
1909;  and  Frances  Katherine,  whose  birth  occurred  on  the  7th  of  April.  1910. 
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The  family  affiliate  with  the  United  Brethren  church,  and  fraternally  Mr. 
Anthony  is  identified  with  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America. 

An  ardent  republican,  Mr.  Anthony  always  gives  his  support  to  the  men  and 
measures  of  that  party,  but  never  having  aspired  to  public  honors  or  the  emolu¬ 
ments  of  office  he  does  not  actively  participate  in  politics.  He  is  quite  an  athlete 
and  a  bicycle  rider  of  more  than  local  reputation,  having  won  a  number  of 
prizes  in  long  distance  contests. 


SHEPHERD  W.  BETTS. 

Since  pioneer  days  the  name  of  Betts  has  been  closely  connected  with  the 
development  and  progress  of  Polk  county,  and  the  respect  and  honor  accorded 
its  bearers  has  at  all  times  been  commensurate  with  their  service.  Shepherd  W. 
Betts  was  born  on  the  8th  of  November,  1840,  in  Mercer  county,  Pennsylvania, 
the  old  home  being  located  in  the  midst  of  a  heavy  forest  in  western  Pennsylvania, 
near  the  Ohio  line.  His  parents  were  Jeremiah  J.  and  Elizabeth  A.  (Flaugh) 
Betts,  also  natives  of  the  Keystone  state,  who  migrated  to  Polk  county,  Iowa,  in 
the  spring  of  1857,  where  they  continued  to  reside  thereafter  until  their  death, 
with  the  exception  of  the  summer  of  1858,  which  wTas  spent  in  CrawYord  county. 
At  the  time  of  their  arrival  the  state  was  putting  on  the  market  a  large  quantity 
of  school  land,  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  which  Mr.  Betts  bought  and 
moved  upon  it  a  small  frame  house,  in  which  the  family  lived  for  nine  years.  The 
land  had  to  be  cleared  and  broken,  in  which  process  he  immediately  engaged,  and 
then  planted  corn  and  wheat,  these  grains  constituting  his  entire  first  crop.  He 
continued  to  cultivate  that  land  until  1866,  at  which  time  he  sold  it  and  bought 
one  hundred  and  seventy-five  acres  in  another  portion  of  Saylor  township,  build¬ 
ing  a  comfortable  residence  and  adding  many  other  necessary  improvements. 
Although  he  afterward  bought  and  sold  other  land,  this  always  remained  the 
homestead  and  it  was  here  that  he  passed  away  on  the  29th  of  January,  1898. 
Mrs.  Betts- survived  him  until  the  17th  of  March,  1901,  when  she,  too,  died  at  the 
age  of  seventy-seven  years.  Of  the  fifteen  children  born  to  this  worthy  couple 
but  six  survive.  They  are  as  follows:  James  W.,  Shepherd  W.,  M.  C.,  J.  L., 
Mary  L.  and  Hannah ;  the  third  generation,  however,  is  represented  by  thirty- 
five  grandchildren. 

It  is  to  such  men  as  Jeremiah  J.  Betts  that  the  middle  west  is  indebted  for 
the  educational  and  social  development  which  has  rapidly  brought  it  to  the  fore. 
That  his  service  was  recognized  is  indicated  by  the  following  resolutions  adopted 
by  the  grand  jury  and  officers  of  Polk  county  on  the  occasion  of  his  death : 

Des  Moines,  Iowa,  February  4,  1898. 

Resolved:  that  we  the  grand  jury  and  officials  of  Polk  county  do  ofifer  our 
condolence  to  the  bereaved  family  of  Uncle  Jerry  Betts  of  Saylor  township,  Polk 
county,  Iowa,  that  we  who  have  had  almost  a  half  century’s  acquaintance  with 
Uncle  Terry  know  his  sterling  worth  and  his  quiet,  modest  walk  in  life,  the  ready 
hand  to  help  and  generous  hospitality  in  pioneer  days  to  the  new  comer  in  want 
or  sickness.  We  the  younger  knew  his  unobtrusive  advice ;  a  counselor  that  sought 
not  for  his  own  gain,  but  how  he  might  give  the  struggling  young  man  a  lift  to 
better  economy  and  surer  prosperity;  a  helper  in  time  of  need. 

We  all  know  that  as  an  officer  he  was  above  reproach  and  honest  to  a  cent. 
For  years  serving  in  many  positions  of  trust  and  in  some  of  but  small  return  yet 
filled  as  faithfully  as  if  for  large  remuneration.  As  postmaster  for  years,  we, 
his  neighbors  and  citizens  of  his  community,  appreciate  the  great  fidelity  to  duty 
he  exercised  and  the  painstaking  desire  to  accommodate  all  comers,  and  none  ever 
did  duty  better.  We  know  and  feel  that  a  useful  citizen  in  ripe  old  age  has  gone 
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to  his  rest  and  we  hope  the  good  wife  and  mother  may  be  comforted  and  find 
solace  in  her  bereavement  in  Him,  who  has  kept  her  and  hers  through  these  long 
years  of  trials  and  usefulness  and  bring  her  in  His  own  good  time  to  a  peaceful 
rest,  there  to  be  with  her  loved  companion  who  has  gone  before. 

Signed 


Amos  W.  Brandt 
W.  F.  Conrad 
Truman  Jones 
Thomas  J.  Stevenson 
E.  D.  Crow 
James  A.  Howe 
C.  P.  Holmes 
John  McLean 
Charles  A.  Bishop 


Samuel  Smith 
J.  G.  Jordan 
E.  J.  Ellison 
H.  C.  Murphy 
Grant  Henry 
Annie  E.  Hepburn 
J.  E.  Stout 
D.  T.  McQuiston 
J.  S.  McQuiston 


Shepherd  W.  Betts  was  seventeen  years  of  age  when  his  parents  located  in 
Iowa,  the  greater  portion  of  his  education,  therefore,  being  acquired  in  the  dis¬ 
trict  schools  of  Mercer  county,  Pennsylvania.  His  early  training  was  naturally 
along  agricultural  lines,  as  he  remained  a  member  of  his  father’s  household  until 
after  attaining  his  majority.  He  then  decided  that  better  opportunities  were  af¬ 
forded  in  other  occupations,  as  farming  in  Iowa  fifty  years  ago  was  not  so  lucra¬ 
tive  a  vocation  as  it  is  at  the  present  time,  and  he  engaged  in  hauling  goods  to  and 
from  Des  Moines  and  the  river  towns.  He  had  been  following  this  business  for 
several  months  when  he  gave  it  up  to  enter  the  army  during  the  Civil  war,  re¬ 
maining  away  a  year  and  then  returning  and  again  engaging  in  freighting.  He 
continued  in  this  work  until  the  advent  of  the  railroads,  at  which  time  he  with¬ 
drew  from  it  without  having  acquired  the  fortune  it  had  seemed  to  promise  in 
his  boyhood  dreams.  In  1866  he  rented  land  in  Crocker  township  for  a  year  and 
began  farming.  He  afterward  went  to  Dallas  county,  Iowa,  where  he  rented 
land  for  four  years,  but  while  there  suffered  heavy  losses  by  fire.  He  continued 
the  cultivation  of  leased  land  for  twenty-three  years  and  during  that  period  ac¬ 
quired  sufficient  capital  to  enable  him  to  become  a  property  owner,  so  that  in  1889 
he  purchased  two  hundred  and  twenty-five  acres,  upon  which  he  resided  for  a 
year.  This  land  he  had  rented  for  seventeen  years  and  it  was  through  his  in¬ 
dustry  and  economy  that  he  was  enabled  to  purchase  the  property.  After  selling 
that  farm  he  bought  one  hundred  acres  on  section  2,  Saylor  township,  where  he 
has  since  continued  to  live. 

Mr.  Betts  was  but  twenty-two  years  of  age  when  he  responded  to  the  na¬ 
tion’s  call  for  men  to  go  to  the  front  in  the  great  Civil  war.  He  enlisted  on  the 
9th  of  August,  1862,  in  Company  C,  Twenty-third  Iowa  Volunteer  Infantry, 
spending  one  year  of  his  life  on  the  battlefields  of  the  south.  The  long  marches, 
hardship  and  privation  as  well  as  exposure  incident  to  camp  life  undermined  his 
constitution  to  such  an  extent  that  he  was  discharged  and  sent  home  at  the  end 
of  that  time. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Betts  and  Miss  Celinda  P.  Phillips  was  solemnized  on 
the  1st  of  March,  1864.  Mrs.  Betts  was  a  daughter  of  Nelson  and  Jane  Phillips, 
natives  of  Michigan,  who  settled  in  northern  Iowa  in  early  days,  her  birth  oc¬ 
curring  on  the  4th  of  March,  1844.  Mr.  Phillips  died  in  1867,  at  the  age  of  fifty- 
seven  years,  and  Mrs.  Phillips  passed  away  at  the  age  of  fifty  years  in  1863.  Of 
the  eight  children  born  to  them  only  Mrs.  Betts  and  three  of  her  brothers  survive. 
Two  of  the  brothers  are  veterans  of  the  Civil  war  and  the  eldest  spent  some  time 
in  Libby  Prison.  The  father  was  also  a  soldier  of  the  Union  army,  enlisting  with 
the  Gray  Beards. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Betts  have  six  children.  Alice,  who  became  the  wife  of  John 
W.  Howard,  has  five  children  and  lives  in  Polk  county.  George  married  Nora 
Howard  and  has  nine  children.  He  is  also  a  resident  of  this  county.  Anna  mar¬ 
ried  Lewis  Harvey  and  has  become  the  mother  of  six  children.  She,  too,  lives  in 
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this  county.  Alta  B.,  who  is  now  the  wife  of  Frank  Coy,  of  this  county,  was  the 
next  in  order  of  birth.  Estella  Violet  passed  away  at  the  age  of  seven  years. 
Rose,  the  sixth  child,  died  in  infancy. 

The  family  always  affiliated  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  of  Saylor- 
ville,  of  which  Mr.  Betts  is  one  of  the  stewards.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  In¬ 
dependent  Order  of  Odd  Fello'ws  and  Kinsman  Post,  No.  7,  G.  A.  R.  Ever  since 
attaining  his  majority  he  has  been  a  strong  advocate  of  the  policy  of  the  republi¬ 
can  party.  His  first  vote  was  cast  for  Abraham  Lincoln  and  at  that  time  his 
ticket  was  elected  by  a  majority  of  one  in  the  township  where  he  lived.  He  has 
always  taken  a  very  active  interest  in  educational  matters  and  his  great  ambition 
is  to  feel  that  he  has  been  instrumental  in  promoting  and  advancing  the  public- 
school  system.  For  twenty-six  years  he  has  been  the  president  of  the  local  school 
board,  and  every  movement  during  that  period  which  would  tend  to  advance  or 
improve  the  standard  of  education  has  been  recommended  for  adoption  by  him. 
Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Betts  are  highly  regarded  in  their  community,  where  they  have 
many  friends.  They  have  been  thrifty,  hard-working  people  and  are  now  living 
practically  retired  in  a  very  comfortable  and  thoroughly  modern  residence,  which 
he  built  in  1907  upon  their  farm.  He  leases  the  land,  however,  the  rental  provid¬ 
ing  them  with  all  of  the  comforts  and  many  of  the  luxuries  of  life. 


CARLTON  CHASE  PROPER. 

There  is  no  better  known  name  in  the  newspaper  and  literary  circles  of  Des 
Moines  than  that  of  Carlton  Chase  Proper,  the  ^resident  of  the  People’s  Monthly 
Publishing  Company.  A  native  of  Iowa  his  birth  occurred  in  Bonaparte  on 
the  8th  of  September,  1873,  his  parents  being  Obadiah  Chase  and  Caroline  (Sedg¬ 
wick)  Proper. 

The  early  years  of  Carlton  Chase  Proper  were  very  similar  to  those  of  the 
average  American  youth  who  is  reared  in  a  small  town,  where  there  is  but  little 
to  vary  the  routine  of  the  days.  His  preliminary  education  was  acquired  in  The 
public  schools  of  Iowa,  but  upon  the  completon  of  the  grammar  grades  he  at¬ 
tended  the  academy  of  Central  College  at  Pella  for  three  years,  following  which 
he  spent  one  year  in  the  high  school  of  Ithaca,  New  York,  from  which  he  grad¬ 
uated  in  1892.  Having  decided  upon  a  literary  career  in  the  autumn  follow¬ 
ing  he  matriculated  at  Cornell  University,  being  awarded  the  degree  of  B.  A. 
with  the  class  of  1896.  Upon  the  completion  of  his  education  he  came  to  Des 
Moines,  obtaining  a  position  as  reporter  on  the  Des  Moines  Daily  News  and 
the  Iowa  State  Register,  with  which  publications  he  was  identified  for  three 
years,  at  the  same  time  acting  as  special  correspondent  for  some  of  the  New 
York,  Chicago  and  San  Francisco  dailies.  During  this  period  he  recognized 
that  Des  Moines  was  an  excellent  field  for  the  publication  of  a  popular  magazine, 
so  in  1900  he  founded  the  People’s  Monthly  Publishing  Company.  This  has 
proven  to  be  a  most  lucrative  venture,  as  their  periodical,  the  People’s  Monthly, 
is  the  only  magazine  of  a  general  circulation  published  between  the  Mississippi 
river  zfnd  the  Pacific  ocean,  and  it  now  has  a  paid-up  circulation  of  over  five 
hundred  thousand,  going  into  every  state  and  territory  and  many  foreign 
countries. 

On  the  nth  of  October,  1900,  was  celebrated  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Proper  and 
Miss  Emily  Glisan,  a  daughter  of  O.  E.  and  Annie  Glisan.  Four  children  have 
been  born  of  this  union,  the  order  of  their  birth  being  as  follows :  Chase,  Mar¬ 
garet,  William  and  Robert.  The  religious  views  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Proper  ac¬ 
cord  with  those  of  the  Baptist  denomination  so  they  affiliate  with  the  First 
church  of  Des  Moines.  His  fraternal  relations  are  confined  to  membership  in 
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the  Knights  of  Pythias,  but  he  also  affiliates  with  the  Grant,  Flypeiion,  De> 
Moines  and  Ad  Clubs.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Chicago  Cornell  Club. 

His  political  support  Mr.  Proper  always  gives  to  the  men  and  measuies  ot 
the  republican  party,  his  ideas  coinciding  with  the  principles  of  the  more  progres¬ 
sive  faction  of  that  body.  He  has  never  aspired  to  official  honors,  however, 
so  does  not  actively  participate  in  civic  affairs,  prefeiiing  to  concentrate  hi? 
energies  in  the  development  of  his  private  interests.  1  he  success  of  the  com¬ 
pany  which  he  is  directing  has  been  most  gratifying  and,  judging  by  the  Present 
conditions,  the  life  of  the  People’s  Monthly  promises  to  be  a  long  and  success¬ 
ful  one. 


FRANK  W.  SPRAGUE. 

Frank  W.  Sprague,  active  in  the  control  and  successful  management  of  the 
Standard  Life  Insurance  Company  of  Des  Moines,  was  born  in  LaSalle  county, 
Illinois,  April  4,  1862.  His  parents,  Isaac  and  Mary  K.  Sprague,  were  both 
natives  of  Vermont  and  in  an  early  day  removed  westwaid  to  Illinois.  The 
mother  was  twenty-six  years  of  age  when  she  was  married,  and  had  taught 
twenty-six  terms  of  school  before  that  time.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sprague  secured  a 
homestead  claim  in  northwestern  Iowa  in  the  spring  of  1871  and  thus  became 
identified  with  the  agricultural  interests  of  this  state.  Previously  Mr.  Sprague 
has  served  for  three  years  in  the  Civil  war  as  a  member  of  the  Twenty-seventh 
Illinois  Infantry. 

In  the  country  schools  of  northwestern  Iowa,  in  the  graded  schools  ot  V  mter- 
set,  and  in  a  private  school,  Frank  W.  Sprague  pursued  his  education  and  at 
the  same  time  had  thorough  training  in  the  work  of  the  home  farm,  for  he  as¬ 
sisted  in  the  cultivation  and  development  of  the  fields  until  twenty  years  of 
age.  He  then  left  the  parental  roof  and  shortly  afterward  purchased  a  farm 
near  Paullina,  Iowa,  where  he  lived  for  about  three  years.  Upon  the  expiration 
of  that  period  he  removed  to  Spencer,  Iowa,  where  he  engaged  in  the  real-estate 
and  insurance  business  in  1893.  The  life  insurance  company,  of  which  he  is 
now  president,  was  organized  in  the  year  1897  and  was  first  called  the  Farmers 
Life  Association.  A  short  time  after  its  organization  he  was  elected  vice  presi¬ 
dent  and  in  the  spring  of  1901  came  to  Des  Moines  to  assume  the  office  of  pres¬ 
ident,  to  which  he  had  been  chosen  by  the  board  of  directors.  In  the  year  1909 
the  association  was  reorganized  into  an  old  line  company  and  the  name  changed 
to  the  Standard  Life  Insurance  Company.  Mr.  Sprague  is  now  giving  his  atten¬ 
tion  largely  to  the  management  and  direction  of  its  interests  and  under  his  care¬ 
ful  guidance  the  business  of  the  company  is  continually  expanding  and.  the 
strength  of  the  enterprise  increasing.  It  is  today  recognized,  as  its  name  indi¬ 
cates,  as  one  of  the  standard  life  insurance  companies  of  the  state  and  its  busi¬ 
ness  policy  commends  it  to  further  patronage  of  the  public.  As  opportunity  has 
afforded,  Mr.  Sprague  has  made  judicious  investments  in  real-estate  and  is  now 
the  owner  of  several  properties  in  Des  Moines,  together  with  land  in  North 
Dakota  and  Minnesota. 

On  the  27th  of  August,  1887,  Mr.  Sprague  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Mary  Greene,  a  daughter  of  Asa  R.  and  Susan  Greene,  who  were  pioneer  settlers 
of  Clay  county,  and  were  a  family  of  teachers  there,  closely  associated  with  edu¬ 
cational  interests  in  that  part  of  the  state.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sprague  have  five  chil¬ 
dren,  namely:  Harold  G.,  Florence,  Alice  M.,  Blanche  E.  and  Dorothy  G.,  all 
still  at  home.  The  parents  are  members  of  the  Friends  church,  of  which  Mr. 
Sprague  is  a  trustee,  and  he  is  interested  in  all  that  tends  to  uplift  humanity. 
He  is  serving  as  a  director  of  Penn  College,  located  at  Oskaloosa,  Iowa,  and  is 
also  one  of  the  headquarters  committee  of  the  Anti-Saloon  League  at  Des  Moines 
and  is  a  member  of  the  Des  Moines  Underwriters  Association.  In  politics  he 
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votes  with  the  republican  party  and  is  in  entire  sympathy  with  the  progressive 
movement  which  is  revolutionizing  politics  in  an  effort  to  make  political  service 
the  expression  of  public  opinion  and  an  element  for  the  popular  good  rather 
than  the  views  of  the  few  and  a  source  of  individual  benefit  to  a  favored  class. 
He  is  everywhere  recognized  as  a  man  of  firm  convictions,  to  which  he  is  thor¬ 
oughly  loyal,  and  his  many  admirable  traits  of  character  have  won  him  high  and 
enduring  regard. 


CALEB  JOHN. 

One  of  the  best  informed  coal  men  of  Iowa  is  Caleb  John,  general  manager 
of  the  Glenwood  and  John  Coal  Companies  of  Des  Moines.  From  his  early 
boyhood  he  has  been  identified  with  the  coal  business  and  in  the  course  of  his 
experience  has  advanced  from  the  humblest  position  in  a  mine  to  that  of  gen¬ 
eral  manager,  being  now  one  of  the  leading  coal  men  of  the  city.  He  is  a  native 
of  South  Wales,  born  March  30,  1856,  a  son  of  William  and  Mary  (John)  John. 
The  parents  are  both  deceased,  the  mother  having  died  in  Wales  in  1907. 

The  only  child  of  his  parents,  Caleb  John  was  reared  under  conditions  of 
adversity  such  as  are  little  known  in  the  United  States.  At  the  age  of  nine  years 
he  was  put  to  work  in  a  mine  and  has  ever  since  been  connected  with  mining 
interests,  never  having  earned  a  dollar  at  anything  else  except  five  dollars,  which 
he  received  for  services  in  behalf  of  a  candidate  for  political  office.  He  remained 
at  home  until  he  arrived  at  the  age  of  nineteen,  and  then  having  resolved  to 
better  his  condition  at  all  hazards  he  came  to  America,  arriving  in  Des  Moines, 
September  28,  1875.  He  soon  found  work  in  the  mines  and  continued  working 
underground  until  1895,  since  which  time  he  has  been  employed  in  other  capaci¬ 
ties,  passing  through  various  responsibilities  until  he  became  general  manager  of 
the  Glenwood  and  John  Coal  Companies,  and  owner  of  an  interest  in  each  of 
the  mines.  The  retail  offices  of  these  companies  are  located  at  No.  414  West 
Eighth  street,  and  at  101  East  Fifth  street.  They  employ  about  one  hundred  and 
fifty  men  and  enjoy  an  excellent  business,  which  is  the  result  of  good  manage¬ 
ment  and  thoughtful  attention  to  the  wants  of  their  patrons. 

In  1909  Mr.  John  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Watts,  who  was 
born  in  Polk  county,  Iowa,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Mary  Watts.  Mr. 
John  is  a  busy  man,  but  he  has  found  time  to  devote  considerable  attention  to 
fraternal  orders  and  is  a  valued  member  of  the  Masons,  Odd  Fellows,  Red  Men, 
Maccabees  and  Woodmen.  As  a  result  of  his  study  of  political  questions  he  affil¬ 
iates  with  the  republican  party  and  is  an  earnest  supporter  of  its  candidates  and 
measures.  He  is  a  firm  believer  in  the  authority  of  the  Bible  and  holds  member¬ 
ship  in  the  Baptist  church.  A  pleasant  and  accommodating  gentleman,  a  thor¬ 
ough  business  man  and  a  patriotic  and  public  spirited  citizen,  he  is  well  known  to 
a  wide  circle  of  friends  in  Des  Moines.  He  is  a  striking  illustration  of  success 
attained  in  the  face  of  many  difficulties  by  industry,  integrity  and  self-confidence. 


N.  S.  NIELSEN. 

N.  S.  Nielsen,  a  representative  and  successful  business  man  of  Des  Moines, 
is  the  general  manager  of  the  Randall  Lumber  Company  and  also  a  stockholder 
therein.  His  birth  occurred  in  Denmark  on  the  26th  of  March,  1862.  his 
parents  being  P.  C.  and  Annie  (Sorensen)  Nielsen,  likewise  natives  of  that 
country.  The  father's  natal  day  was  December  9,  1838.  In  1882  he  brought 
his  family  to  the  United  States,  coming  direct  to  Polk  county,  Iowa,  and  taking 
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up  his  abode  near  Des  Moines,  where  he  engaged  in  business  as  a  gardener. 
Unto  him  and  his  wife  were  born  two  children:  N.  S.,  of  this  review,  and 

Dora,  the  wife  of  Christ  Hansen,  of  Des  Moines. 

N.  S.  Nielsen  obtained  his  education  in  the  schools  of  his  native  land  and 
then  turned  his  attention  to  general  agricultural  pursuits.  \\  hen  a  young  man 
of  twenty  years  he  accompanied  his  parents  on  their  emigration  to  the  new 
world  and  here  became  identified  with  the  lumber  business.  He  was  employed 
by  a  Chicago  lumber  company  in  Des  Moines  for  three  years  and  subsequently 
was  in  the  service  of  the  Jewett  Lumber  Company  for  fourteen  years.  On  the 
expiration  of  that  period  he  became  manager  for  the  Randall  Lumber  Company 
at  Randall,  Iowa,  which  removed  its  headquarters  to  Des  Moines  at  the  end 
of  three  and  a  half  years  and  placed  him  in  charge  here.  The  company  has  five 
yards :  two  in  Des  Moines ;  one  at  Randall ;  one  at  Ellsworth ;  and  one  at  Story. 
Mr.  Nielsen  is  the  general  manager  of  all  of  the  yards  and  also  owns  stock  in 
the  concern.  He  is  a  man  of  keen  discernment  and  sound  judgment  and  his 
executive  ability  and  excellent  management  have  brought  to  the  company  with 
which  he  is  connected  a  large  degree  of  success. 

On  the  3d  of  February,  1892,  Mr.  Nielsen  was  united  in  marriage  to  MBs 
Christina  Olsen,  a  native  of  Denmark  and  a  daughter  of  Nels  and  Elizabeth 
Olsen,  the  former  a  farmer  by  occupation.  Unto  our  subject  and  his  wife  have 
been  born  four  children,  namely:  Christina,  Edna,  Elias  and  Esther. 

Mr.  Nielsen  gives  his  political  allegiance  to  the  republican  party,  while  in 
religious  faith  he  is  a  Lutheran.  He  has  never  regretted  the  fact  that  in  early 
manhood  he  established  his  home  in  the  United  States,  for  through  the  wise 
utilization  of  the  opportunities  here  afforded  he  has  worked  his  way  steadily 
upward  to  a  position  among  the  substantial  and  respected  citizens  of  his  com¬ 
munity. 


JAMES  STUART  WILSON. 

The  horticultural  interests  of  the  west  are  ably  represented  at  Des  Moines 
by  James  Stuart  Wilson,  president  of  the  J.  S.  Wilson  Floral  Company,  a  grow¬ 
ing  concern  which  is  attracting  the  interest  of  lovers  of  flowers  in  many  states 
of  the  west  and  south.  The  name  of  Mr.  Wilson  is  known  from  the  Atlantic 
to  the  Pacific  ocean,  as  he  was  for  seventeen  years  manager  of  the  Vaughan 
greenhouses  at  Western  Springs,  Illinois,  one  of  the  most  important  positions 
of  the  kind  in  America.  It  would  be  difficult  indeed  to  find  a  man  who  is  more 
thoroughly  qualified  by  natural  talents  and  experience  for  the  work  in  which 
he  is  engaged. 

He  is  a  native  of  Waukegan,  Illinois,  born  March  22,  1863,  a  son  of  James 
S.  Wilson,  who  was  born  at  Glasgow,  Scotland.  The  mother,  Mrs.  Graham 
(Connon)  Wilson,  was  born  November  11,  1831,  at  Edinburgh,  Scotland  and  is 
now  living  at  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  but  the  father  died  in  1873.  He  rendered 
good  service  for  the  cause  of  the  Union  in  the  Civil  war  as  a  member  of  an  Illi¬ 
nois  regiment,  one  of  the  notable  battles  in  which  he  participated  being  the  de¬ 
fense  of  Fort  Donaldson. 

fames  S.  Wilson  moved  with  his  parents  to  the  vicinity  of  St.  Louis  very 
early  in  life  and  received  a  common-school  education.  He  was  brought  up  upon 
a  farm  until  fifteen  years  of  age  when  he  took  up  his  residence  with  an  uncle, 
Charles  Connon,  a  well  known  florist  of  St.  Louis,  with  whom  he  continued  lor 
five  years.  He  then  associated  with  a  brother  in  the  floral  business  under  the 
firm  name  of  Wilson  Brothers,  on  Olive  street,  establishing  greenhouses  at  Gra¬ 
tiot  Station.  He  soon  afterward  sold  out  his  interest  and  tried  mining  for  a 
year,  but  he  discovered  that  nature  had  not  intended  him  for  a  miner,  as  he  was 
too  deeply  imbued  with  a  love  for  plants  and  flowers.  In  1892  he  went  to  Chi- 
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cago  and  engaged  as  city  salesman  for  J.  C.  Vaughan,  in  which  position  he  con¬ 
tinued  for  a  year  when  he  was  made  sole  manager  of  the  greenhouses  at  West¬ 
ern  Springs.  Having  decided  to  establish  in  business  on  his  own  account,  he 
visited  a  number  of  the  principal  cities  of  the  United  States,  selecting  Des  Moines 
as  the  most  favorable  location.  He  purchased  a  tract  of  land  at  Thirty-fifth 
street  and  Ingersoll  avenue  in  1908  and  incorporated  the  J.  S.  Wilson  Floral 
Company  which  now  has  twelve  greenhouses,  containing  sixty  thousand  square 
feet  of  glass  and  grows  cut  flowers  and  plants  of  all  kinds  for  the  general  flor¬ 
ist's  trade.  He  is  assisted  by  two  of  his  sons  and  by  special  ability  in  the  selec¬ 
tion  of  seeds  and  growing  of  plants  and  prompt  attention  in  filling  orders  the 
company  has  attracted  a  remarkably  large  patronage  within  the  short  period 
that  has  passed  since  its  establishment.  Mr.  Wilson  holds  membership  in  a 
number  of  small  horticultural  societies  and  is  also  president  of  the  Iowa  Flor¬ 
ists'  Association,  state  vice  president  of  the  Society  of  American  Florists,  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  National  Carnation  Society  and  a  member 
of  the  Ad  Men's  Club  of  Des  Moines. 

He  was  married  to  Miss  Luella  May,  a  native  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  and 
they  are  the  parents  of  five  children :  Alexander  H.,  who  was  born  April 
18.  1885;  Clara  Graham,  born  January  28,  1888;  James  S.,  Jr.,  born  January 
24,  1890;  Esther  May,  born  November  24,  1891;  and  Charles  Vaughan,  born 
March  2Q,  1900. 

Mr.  Wilson  is  connected  with  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America  and  the 
Odd  Fellows  and  has  served  as  head  of  the  camp  in  the  former  organization. 
He  is  not  only  well  known  in  business  circles,  but  socially  he  is  prominent, 
his  family  occupying  one  of  the  most  beautiful  homes  in  the  city.  He  is  a  lover 
of  out-door  life,  is  a  fine  traveling  companion  and  a  genial  and  cultivated  gen¬ 
tleman  who  carries  sunshine  wherever  he  goes.  Financially  he  is  numbered 
among  those  who  may  be  singled  out  as  especially  blessed,  and  it  reflects  great 
credit  upon  his  judgment  to  say  that  his  money  is  largely  invested  in  real  estate 
in  Des  Moines. 


EDWARD  HOWELL. 

Edward  Howell,  deceased,  was  for  a  period  of  more  than  forty  years  actively 
engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  in  Polk  county.  He  was  a  native  of  New  York, 
his  birth  occurring  in  Livingston  county  in  September,  1834.  His  parents,  David 
and  Susan  (Covert)  Howell,  were  also  natives  of  the  Empire  state,  where  the 
father  always  engaged  in  farming  until  two  years  prior  to  his  death,  when  he 
went  into  the  lumber  business.  He  passed  away  in  1885,  but  his  wife  survived 
until  1890. 

Edward  Howell  was  reared  in  New  York,  acquiring  his  education  in  the  dis¬ 
trict  schools  of  his  native  county.  After  leaving  school  he  assisted  his  father  in 
the  cultivation  of  the  homestead  until  he  was  twenty-five  years  of  age,  when  he 
bought  land  and  began  farming  for  himself.  He  continued  to  reside  upon  that 
place  until  1869,  when  he  removed  to  Iowa,  locating  in  Polk  county.  In  part¬ 
nership  with  a  friend  he  bought  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  prairie  land 
in  Bloomfield  township,  which  they  soon  cleared  and  placed  under  cultivation. 
They  fenced  their  land  and  erected  good  and  substantial  buildings,  thereby  add¬ 
ing  greatly  to  the  value  of  the  property.  Mr.  Howell  finally  bought  his  part¬ 
ner's  interest  but  later  sold  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  to  a  Mr.  Stanton. 
The  remaining  two  hundred  he  still  continued  to  cultivate  up  to  the  time  of  his 
death,  which  occurred  April  16,  1911. 

Air.  Howell  was  united  in  marriage  in  November,  1861,  to  Aliss  Catherine 
Foote,  a  daughter  of  Charles  and  Sarah  (Afichael)  Foote,  also  natives  of  the 


. 


WM 


MR.  AND  MRS.  EDWARD  HOWELL 


CITY  OF  DES  MOINES  AND  POLK  COUNTY 


599 


Empire  state.  Mr.  Foote  engaged  in  farming  and  grain  buying  while  a  resident 
of  New  York  and  Illinois  but  after  removing  to  Iowa  lie  embarked  in  the  mer¬ 
cantile  business.  He  followed  that  vocation  in  Jasper  county  for  many  years  and 
then  disposed  of  his  interests  and  went  to  Kansas.  After  residing  there  foi a 
few  months  he  removed  to  Nebraska,  in  which  state  he  passed  away  in  1085. 
Mrs  Foote  survived  him  five  years.  Mrs.  Howell  died  on  the  5th  of  October, 
1893.  Jennie  F.,  the  only  child  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Howell,  continues  to  live  on 

the  home  farm.  ^  .  ,  ,  .  i  a  r  .  u  nv 

The  family  affiliated  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  and  Mi.  Howe 

political  views  are  in  accord  with  the  republican  platform.  He  has  never  ac¬ 
tively  participated  in  local  governmental  affairs  but  he  had  the  distinc¬ 
tion  of  having  been  a  school  director  in  Bloomfield  township  foi  forty  consecu¬ 
tive  years.  He  was  a  man  of  a  retiring  nature  and  never  sought  public  honors 
of  any  kind,  preferring  to  concentrate  his  energies  upon  the  development  of  lus 
personal  interests.  He  met  with  most  gratifying  success  in  all  of  his  underta  ing.^ 
and  in  addition  to  his  excellent  homestead  owned  two  dwellings  in  Des  Moines  on 
Capitol  Hill.  During  the  long  period  of  his  residence  in  Bolk  county  he  always 
showed  himself  to  be  a  man  of  high  principles  in  all  of  the  relations  in  life. 


GEORGE  M.  VAN  EVERA. 

Luck  or  chance  has  had  little  to  do  with  the  advancement  of  George  M.  \  an 
Evera,  who  has  won  his  way  to  success  as  a  leading  investor  of  Des  Moines  b> 
an  unswerving  perseverance  and  a  reputation  for  clear  judgment  and  unassail¬ 
able  integrity.  A  native  of  Scott  county,  Iowra,  he  was  born  August  31,  1059. 
a  son  of  fames  H.  and  Phoebe  (Metteer)  \  an  Evera.  The  fathei  was  born 
in  Montgomery  county,  New  York,  October  2,  1828,  and  came  to  Iowa  in  Ic  M? 
taking  up  his  abode  among  the  early  settlers  of  Scott  county.  I11  1890  he  put 
aside  active  business  cares  and  came  to  Des  Moines,  where  he  passed  away  on 
the  1 2th  of  January,  1911,  at  the  age  of  eighty-two  years.  The  mother  was  born 
in  Broome  county,  New  York,  December  31,  1828.  She  came  to  Iowa  with  hei 
parents  in  1839,  the  family  home  being  first  established  in  Tipton  and  later  in 
Scott  county,  The  maternal  grandfather,  Charles  Metteer,  died  in  Scott  county 
about  1870'  and  the  maternal  grandmother  died  at  the  age  of  ninety-seven 
years  at  Orient,  Iowa.  Our  subject’s  great-great-grandmothei  on  the  maternal 
side  was  a  refugee  from  the  Wyoming  massacre  in  Pennsylvania,  escaping  to 
K&w  York  state.  Phoebe  Metteer  was  married  to  James  H.  A  an  Evera  from 
the  parental  home  and  is  deceased,  having  been  called  awray  March  26,  1872. 
The  paternal  ancestors  of  Mr.  Van  Evera  of  this  review  came  to  America  from 
Iveren,  Holland,  about  1660  and  settled  in  the  Mohawk  valley  near  Albany. 

George  M.  Van  Evera  wras  reared  on  his  father’s  farm  and  secured  his  eai  !\ 
education  in  the  country  schools  of  Scott  county.  He  attended  the  high  school 
for  four  months  and  his  first  occupation  aside  from  the  wrork  upon  the  home, 
farm  wras  that  of  teacher.  After  serving  for  one  year  in  this  capacity  he  gave  up 
teaching  and  became  connected  with  the  farm  mortgage  and  loan  business  as 
clerk  for  the  firm  of  Underwood  &  Clark  at  Muscatine,  Iowa.  Aftei  one  )eai 
with  this  firm  he  went  to  Kansas  City,  Missouri,  and  for  nine  months  was  book¬ 
keeper  and  accountant  in  the  Merchants  National  Bank.  He  resigned  this  posi¬ 
tion  to  become  secretary  of  the  Kansas  City  Investment  Company,  with  which 
he  continued  from  1883  to  1892,  being  in  Kansas  City  during  the  great  land  boom 
excitement.  Desiring  to  enter  business  on  his  own  account,  he  gave  up  his 
position  and  associated  with  Oscar  H.  Robinson  at  Des  Moines  in  1892  undei 
the  firm  name  of  A  an  Evera  &  Robinson,  which  became  financial  correspondent 
for  the  Union  Central  Life  Insurance  Company  of  Cincinnati.  The  firm  wras 
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placed  in  charge  of  investments  of  the  company  in  Iowa  and  Oklahoma,  millions 
of  dollars  being  loaned  on  farms  in  accordance  with  the  recommendations  of 
this  firm.  The  firm  has  large  realty  holdings  in  Des  Moines,  the  gentleman  at 
its  head  having  great  faith  in  the  growth  of  this  city.  Mr.  Van  Evera  is  also  a 
director  of  the  Iowa  National  Bank  and  is  actively  connected  with  a  number  of 
successful  business  enterprises. 

On  the  19th  of  October,  1892,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Katherine  Willett, 
a  daughter  of  Abraham  and  Alma  Willett,  of  Blissfield,  Michigan.  Two  chil¬ 
dren  came  to  bless  this  union,  Grace  and  Katherine.  Beginning  as  a  poor  boy, 
Mr.  Van  Evera  closely  adhered  to  high  ideals  in  business  and  he  has  been  suc¬ 
cessful  in  every  position  he  has  undertaken  to  fill.  As  the  result  of  many  years 
of  contact  with  men  he  has  developed  a  sterling  character  which  is  well 
worth  the  efforts  of  a  lifetime,  and  through  his  genial  social  qualities  has 
made  a  host  of  friends.  Politically  he  is  not  identified  with  any  of  the 
long  established  organizations  but  casts  his  vote  according  to  the  demands 
of  the  times  and  in  support  of  men  of  acknowledged  good  character.  He  is  a 
member  of  Capital  Lodge,  No.  no,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  Lodge  No.  98,  B.  P. 
O.  E.,  and  also  of  the  Greater  Des  Moines  Committee,  the  Des  Moines  Club,  the 
Commercial  Club  of  Des  Moines,  the  Hyperion,  Golf  and  Motor  and  the  Golf 
and  Country  Clubs.  In  religious  belief  he  is  a  Unitarian. 


ARTHUR  REYNOLDS. 

The  Reynolds  family  is  well  known  in  Iowa,  the  father  having  been  promi¬ 
nent  as  a  farmer,  merchant  and  banker,  and  three  of  the  sons  are  now  presi¬ 
dents  of  national  banks.  Arthur  Reynolds,  the  subject  of  this  review,  is  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Des  Moines  National  Bank  ;  George  M.  Reynolds  is  president  of  the 
Continental  and  Commercial  National  Bank  of  Chicago  ;  and  M.  M.  Reynolds 
is  president  of  the  Guthrie  County  (Iowa)  National  Bank.  The  special  ability 
of  the  father  in  finance  was  evidently  inherited  by  the  sons,  the  record  being 
one  scarcely  duplicated  by  any  other  family  in  the  entire  country. 

Arthur  Reynolds  is  a  native  of  Panora,  Guthrie  county,  Iowa,  born  March 
10,  1868,  being  a  son  of  Elijah  Jackson  and  Eliza  (Anderson)  Reynolds,  the 
former  of  whom  was  born  in  Ohio  and  the  latter  in  Indiana.  Mr.  Reynolds. 
Sr.,  was  one  of  the  early  pioneers  of  Guthrie  county.  He  located  at  Panora 
and  became  one  of  the  leading  men  of  the  county,  being  widely  known  not  only 
on  account  of  his  business  talents,  but  because  of  his  public  spirit  and  his  phil¬ 
anthropy.  He  served  four  terms  as  county  treasurer  and  was  one  of  the  most 
esteemed  citizens  the  county  has  known.  He  is  deceased,  but  Mrs.  Reynolds  is 
still  living.  Of  their  children  five  survive,  the  three  sons  heretofore  mentioned 
and  two  daughters.  George  M.  Reynolds,  president  of  the  Continental  and 
Commercial  National  Bank  of  Chicago,  the  second  largest  bank  in  the  United 
States,  is  recognized  as  one  of  the  leading  bankers  of  America.  He  has  served 
as  president  of  the  American  Bankers  Association,  and  in  1908  accompanied 
the  Lrnited  States  monetary  commission  as  adviser.  In  1909  he  declined  the 
portfolio  of  secretary  of  the  treasury  in  President  Taft’s  cabinet. 

Arthur  Reynolds  spent  his  early  years  on  the  home  farm,  where  under  his 
father  he  was  taught  the  important  lessons  of  industry,  thrift  and  economy.  He 
attended  the  public  and  high  schools  at  Panora  and  also  became  a  student  of 
Iowa  College  at  Grinnell,  but  did  not  complete  the  course.  He  was  for  ten  years 
connected  with  the  drug  and  jewelry  business  at  Panora,  devoting  his  personal 
attention  to  the  store  for  one  and  one-half  years.  He  was  then  employed  by  the 
Guthrie  County  National  Bank  at  Panora,  in  which  his  father  and  brothers 
were  interested,  George  M.  Reynolds  being  cashier.  Three  years  later  he  was 
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elected  assistant  cashier  of  the  bank,  and  subsequently  cashier,  when  George 
M.  was  elected  cashier  of  the  Des  Moines  National  Bank.  One  ana  a  half  years 
later  the  brother  George  M.  became  president  of  the  Des  Moines  National  Bank 
and  Arthur  Reynolds  was  elected  cashier  of  that  institution.  Two  years  later 
George  M.  Reynolds  went  to  Chicago  and  the  subject  of  this  review  was  made 
president  of  the  bank,  a  position  he  has  held  for  the  past  eleven  years.  He  is 
a  large  stockholder  in  the  bank  and  is  a  director  of  the  Home  Savings  Bank, 
the  Guthrie  County  National  Bank  at  Panora,  the  Des  Moines  Life  Insurance 
Company,  the  Hawkeye  Fire  Insurance  Company,  the  Atlas  Fire  Insurance 
Company  and  the  National  Life  Association,  being  also  treasurer  of  the  Atlas 
Fire  Insurance  Company,  the  Des  Moines  Life  Insurance  Company  and  the  Mill 
Owners  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Company.  Moreover,  he  is  a  stockholder  in  a 
number  of  important  business  enterprises.  He  has  for  some  years  been  promi¬ 
nently  identified  with  the  American  Bankers  Association  and  is  treasurer  of  that 
body,  chairman  of  its  federal  legislative  committee  and  member  of  its  currency 
commission. 

On  the  8th  of  October,  1902,  Mr.  Reynolds  was  married,  at  State  Center, 
Iowa,  to  Miss  Bertha  Landon  Goodrich,  a  daughter  of  L.  B.  Goodrich,  a  promi¬ 
nent  farmer  and  money  lender.  Two  children  were  born  to  this  union:  Arthur, 
Jr.,  who  is  six  years  of  age;  and  Jeanette,  aged  four  years.  Politically  Mr. 
Reynolds  gives  his  suport  to  the  republican  party  and  he  is  especially  interested 
in  "all  national  monetary  affairs.  In  his  earlier  manhood  he  served  as  mayor 
of  Panora.  In  religious  faith  he  affiliates  with  the  Episcopal  church,  and  so¬ 
cially  he  is  identified  with  the  Golf  and  Country  Club.  His  success  as  a  banker 
has  been  remarkable.  When  he  became  the  head  of  the  Des  Moines  National 
Bank  the  capital,  surplus  and  undivided  profits  were  absorbed  by  losses,  deposits 
then  being  five  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars.  At  the  present  time  the  de¬ 
posits  amount  to  five  million,  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars  and  the 
bank  is  on  a  sound  financial  basis,  paying  eight  and  ten  per  cent  dividends.  It  is 
one  of  the  leading  depositories  for  the  country  banks  of  Iowa  as  well  as  for  the 
business  men  of  Des  Moines.  It  is  evident  that  the  early  teachings  of  his  father 
as  to  industry  and  fidelity  to  trust  made  a  lasting  impression  upon  the  son  and 
the  great  financial  institution  at  Des  Moines,  which  is  pointed  to  with  pride  by 
all  lovers  of  the  state,  is  a  monument  to  his  energy  and  ability,  well  worthy  of 
the  time  and  labor  expended  in  its  development.  His  name  is  associated  with 
progress  in  business  and  social  life  and  his  course  has  been  such  as  to  win  an 
unassailable  reputation  for  integrity  of  character  and  the  trust  and  respect  of 
his  followmen. 


FRANK  NORMAN. 

The  latter  half  of  the  nineteenth  century  passed  into  history  as  the  most 
remarkable  period  of  inventive  genius  the  world  has  ever  known,  and  the  first 
decade  of  the  twentieth  century  witnesses  improvements  which  promise  still  more 
wonderful  results  in  the  years  to  come.  This  is  the  age  of  the  mechanic  and 
the  inventor — the  class  to  which  Frank  Norman  belongs.  He  recently  located 
at  Des  Moines,  but  his  reputation  as  a  practical  inventor  had  preceded  him  and 
he  was  a  welcome  accession  to  the  manufacturing  interests  of  the  city,  which  is 
holding  out  splendid  inducements  to  the  brightest  men  of  the  west.  He  is  a 
native  of  Tuscarawas  county,  Ohio,  born  May  4,  1867.  The  father,  Joshua  Nor¬ 
man,  was  also  born  in  Tuscarawas  county.  He  engaged  in  farming  and  removed 
to  Illinois,  later  taking  up  his  home  in  Kansas,  where  he  died  in  1904.  The 
mother,  whose  maiden  name  was  Catherine  Ward,  was  born  in  Ohio  and  died  in 
t868,  when  our  subject  was  in  his  infancy. 
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Frank  Norman  came  west  with  his  father  and  received  his  early  education 
in  the  public  schools.  He  early  gave  evidence  of  mechanical  genius  and  in  Kan¬ 
sas  learned  the  machinist’s  trade,  working  under  j.  B.  Ehrsam,  of  Enterprise, 
Kansas,  a  manufacturer  of  mill  machinery,  etc.  Having  become  thoroughly 
f  amiliar  with  his  trade,  he  started  a  machine  shop  at  State  Center,  Iowa,  later 
engaging  in  the  same  business  at  Marshalltown. 

About  the  year  1899  he  began  the  manufacture  of  gas  generators,  which  he 
invented,  placed  them  upon  the  market  and  has  ever  since  been  actively  engaged 
in  manufacturing.  In  October,  1908,  he  arrived  in  Des  Moines  and  organized 
the  Norman  Manufacturing  Company,  of  which  he  is  president,  for  the  manu¬ 
facture  of  generators  on  a  large  scale.  The  company  makes  five  different  types 
of  gas  generators  which  are  unlike  any  others  on  the  market,  and  the  business 
has  extended  to  the  principal  parts  of  the  United  States.  By  the  application  of 
modern  ideas  in  its  affairs  and  promptness  and  reliability  in  all  its  dealings  the 
company  has  acquired  an  enviable  reputation  and  its  machines  are  being  dis¬ 
tributed  each  year  throughout  a  constantly  widening  territory.  The  success  of 
the  enterprise  is  due  mainly  to  the  energy,  ability  and  creative  genius  of  its 
originator. 

On  November  15,  1885,  Mr.  Norman  was  married  to  Miss  Martha  Buchanan 
and  five  children  were  born  of  this  union :  Della,  Carrie,  Gertrude,  George  Colum¬ 
bus,  and  Vera.  The  mother  of  these  children  died  in  March,  1910,  and  Mr. 
Norman  was  again  married,  the  lady  of  his  choice  being  Miss  Hattie  Gearin. 

Fraternally  he  is  connected  with  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America,  the 
Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen,  the  Iowa  Lodge  of  Honor  and  the  Eagles. 
His  attention  has  mainly  been  given  to  his  business  and  he  has  never  sought 
political  office  or  aspired  to  publicity  except  along  legitimate  business  lines.  In 
politics  he  is  independent.  Having  been  blessed  with  mechanical  genius,  he  has 
made  good  use  of  it  and  he  has  had  the  satisfaction  of  applying  many  of  his 
ideas  in  such  a  way  as  to  add  to  his  resources  and  also  to  assist  in  promoting  the 
comfort  and  convenience  of  others.  He  is  now  at  the  head  of  an  establishment 
that  promises  to  become  one  of  the  leading  manufacturing  concerns  of  Des 
Moines,  and  no  man  can  prophecy  the  extent  of  the  field  it  may  eventually  oc¬ 
cupy.  Motoring  is  Mr.  Norman’s  chief  source  of  recreation. 


J.  K.  PEMBERTON. 

Well  known  among  the  younger  business  men  of  Des  Moines  is  J.  K.  Pem¬ 
berton,  who  owns  a  most  attractive  pharmacy  at  the  corner  of  Sixth  avenue  and 
Center  streets,  where  he  is  doing  a  large  business.  A  son  of  W.  H.  and  Rachel 
(Bunten)  Pemberton,  his  birth  occurred  in  Vinton,  Iowa,  on  the  30th  of  August, 
1882.  The  father,  who  was  a  farmer  and  contractor,  migrated  from  the  state  of 
his  nativity,  Indiana,  and  located  in  Vinton  when  a  young  man.  There  he  met 
and  married  Miss  Bunten  and  ever  since  continuing  to  be  a  resident  of  that 
place.  Besides  the  son  J.  K.,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pemberton  are  the  parents  of  two 
daughters :  Ada  A.,  who  lives  at  home,  and  Ida  M.,  the  wife  of  the  Rev.  Men- 
agh.  of  Linden,  Iowa. 

J.  K.  Pemberton  spent  the  early  years  of  his  life  in  the  refining  atmosphere 
of  a  good  home,  acquiring  his  education  in  the  public  schools  of  his  native  town. 
After  leaving  the  high  school  he  entered  the  pharmacy  department  of  Drake 
University,  being  awarded  his  degree  on  the  23d  of  March,  1904.  Immediately 
following  he  entered  the  employ  of  a  Mr.  Grover,  a  druggist  in  the  northern  part 
of  the  state,  remaining  in  his  service  for  one  and  a  half  years.  Feeling  assured 
at  the  expiration  of  that  period  that  he  possessed  sufficient  theoretical  and  prac¬ 
tical  knowledge  of  the  business  to  open  a  store  of  his  own  he  went  to  Ogden, 
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Iowa,  where  he  engaged  in  business  for  one  year.  Disposing  of  his  interest  at 
a  good  profit  at  the  end  of  that  time  he  returned  to  Des  Moines,  and  was  in 
charge  of  a  store  at  Ninth  and  University,  where  he  remained  for  one  year. 
He  then  came  farther  down  town,  locating  at  Sixth  and  Center,  where  he  car¬ 
ries  a  much  larger  stock  than  at  his  previous  stand  and  is  building  up  an  excel¬ 
lent  business.  He  is  generally  considered  by  those  who  know  him  to  be  one  of 
the  enterprising  younger  members  of  the  commercial  fraternity  of  the  city, 
whose  progressive  ideas  practically  assure  his  success. 

On  the  2nd  of  August,  1905,  in  the  Little  Church  Around  the  Corner  in  New 
York  city  was  witnessed  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Pemberton  and  Miss  Elsie  C. 
Diehl,  a  daughter  of  D.  W.  Diehl,  one  of  the  successful  merchants  of-Penora, 
this  state.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pemberton  affiliate  with  the  Christian  church,  and 
fraternally  he  holds  membership  in  Ogden  Lodge,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.  and  the  Knights 
of  Pythias. 

In  matters  political  Mr.  Pemberton  gives  his  support  to  the  candidates  of 
the  republican  party,  but  owing  to  the  demands  of  his  growing  business  has 
never  taken  an  active  part  in  local  affairs  of  a  governmental  nature.  He  is  a 
devotee  of  outdoor  life,  being  enthusiastic  about  all  sports  and  games  which  have 
to  be  pursued  in  the  open.  He  possesses  unusual  business  acumen,  as  has  been 
demonstrated  by  his  successful  conduct  of  his  various  ventures,  and  from  all  of 
which  he  has  realized  gratifying  returns. 


CARL  J.  KURTZ. 

As  a  manufacturing  center  Des  Moines  is  each  year  gaining  wider  recogni¬ 
tion,  the  products  distributed  from  this  city  being  accepted,  wherever  they  have 
appeared,  as  equal  to  any  of  those  manufactured  elsewhere  on  the  continent. 
Carl  J.  Kurtz,  who  is  prominently  identified  with  the  manufacturing  of  proprie¬ 
tary  medicines,  is  one  of  the  energetic  and  capable  men  of  Des  Moines  who  as¬ 
sists  in  spreading  abroad  the  good  name  of  the  city.  He  is  a  native  son  of  Des 
Moines  and  was  born  June  26,  1867,  his  father  having  been  Charles  Kurtz,  a 
native  of  Germany.  The  father  emigrated  to  America  with  his  parents  in  his 
boyhood  and  both  of  the  parents  died  from  cholera  shortly  after  landing  in  the 
new  world.  He  lived  at  Keokuk  and  Farmington,  Iowa,  subsequently  associat¬ 
ing  with  his  brother,  L.  H.  Kurtz,  in  the  hardware  business  for  many  years. 
After  severing  his  connection  with  his  brother  he  engaged  in  the  wholesale 
liquor  business.  He  died  in  1883.  He  was  a  man  of  energy  and  large  business 
ability  and  made  many  friends,  who  were  attracted  by  his  genial  characteristics. 
The  mother  of  our  subject  before  her  marriage  was  Katherine  Munzenmeit,  a 
native  of  Germany.  There  were  four  children  in  their  family,  three  sons  and 
one  daughter,  and  all  are  now  living  with  the  exception  of  one. 

Mr.  Kurtz,  of  this  review,  possessed  excellent  advantages  of  education.  He 
attended  the  public  schools  of  Des  Moines,  a  military  academy  at  Poughkeepsie, 
New  York,  and  also  became  a  student  of  the  Poughkeepsie  Business  Cohere, 
which  for  many  years  was  one  of  the  leading  institutions  of  the  kind  in  America. 
After  graduating  from  business  college  he  returned  to  Des  Moines  and  became 
connected  with  the  Des  Moines  National  Bank  and  later  with  the  Citizens  Bark, 
continuing  with  those  institutions  six  years  in  all.  In  1893  he  entered  into  pai  t- 
nership  with  Norman  Lichty,  and  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  proprietary 
medicines,  under  the  title  of  the  Norman-Lichty  Manufacturing  Company.  The 
business  prospered  greatly  from  year  to  year,  and  in  1906  Mr.  Kurtz  purcha.sed 
the  interest  of  Mr.  Lichty  and  is  now  the  principal  owner  of  the  concern  and 
president  of  the  company.  The  business  has  been  ably  managed  and  its  products 
are  sold  in  every  state  of  the  union,  and  also  in  Canada  and  Mexico.  Mr. 
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Kurtz  is  also  interested  in  real  estate,  but  he  devotes  his  principal  energies  .o 
the  business  with  which  he  has  now  been  identified  successfully  for  eighteen 
years. 

On  the  21st  of  September,  1904,  Mr.  Kurtz  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Nellie 
Fairburn,  and  by  this  union  one  son,  Fairburn,  has  been  born.  Their  city  home 
is  at  No.  3801  Grand  avenue,  where  Mr.  Kurtz  recently  erected  one  of  the  city’s 
finest  residences,  and  they  have  a  country  home  at  Lake  Okoboji.  Fraternally 
he  is  identified  with  the  Elks,  and  he  is  also  a  member  of  the  Golf  and  Country 
Club.  Possessing  unusual  advantages  of  education  in  his  early  life  he  has  made 
practical  use  of  his  opportunities  and  talents  and  has  gained,  not  only  high 
standing  in  the  business  world,  but  an  established  reputation  as  a  progressive 
and  enterprising  citizen,  one  who  recognizes  his  responsibilities  and  aims  in  his 
daily  life  to  perform  his  duty.  He  stands  high  in  the  estimation  of  those  who 
know  him  and  he  possesses  the  sterling  qualities  which  command  respect  and  are 
the  characteristics  of  the  true  gentleman. 


JOHN  E.  ALDRICH. 

The  list  of  prominent  residents  of  Des  Moines  contains  the  name  of  John 
E.  Aldrich,  who  is  well  known  in  manufacturing  circles  as  the  president  of  the 
Des  Moines  Paper  Box  Manufacturing  Company  and  is  one  of  the  substantial 
business  men  of  the  city.  He  was  born  in  the  state  of  New  York,  April  3,  1859, 
a  son  of  E.  A.  and  Emily  (St.  John)  Aldrich,  the  latter  of  whom  was  born  in 
the  Empire  state  in  1836  and  passed  away  June  15,  1910,  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
four  years.  The  father  is  also  a  native  of  New  York  state.  He  was  identified 
with  the  planing  mill  business  in  the  east  until  1901,  when  he  came  to  Des 
Moines  and  was  here  connected  in  business  with  his  son,  subsequently  moving  to 
Addison,  New  York,  where  he  still  resides. 

John  E.  Aldrich  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  Addison  and  El¬ 
mira,  New  York.  His  first  occupation  after  laying  aside  his  books  was  in  a 
planing  mill  under  the  direction  of  his  uncle.  After  some  years  he  established 
a  paper  and  cigar  box  factory  at  Elmira,  which  he  conducted  for  six  years.  Hav¬ 
ing  an  opportunity  to  sell  out  profitably,  he  did  so  and  in  1890  came  to  Des 
Moines  and  embarked  in  the  manufacturing  business  at  No.  220  Second  street, 
removing  subsequently  to  larger  quarters  at  No.  213  Second  street.  The  busi¬ 
ness  having  increased  rapidly,  he  moved  once  more,  becoming  established  at 
Nos.  707-711  Cherry  street.  In  1901  the  firm  was  incorporated  under  the  title 
of  the  Des  Moines  Paper  Box  Manufacturing  Company  and  in  1909  the  large 
building  which  it  now  occupies  was  built  for  them,  employment  being  given  at 
present  to  sixty  persons.  In  order  to  appreciate  the  growth  of  the  business,  it 
may  be  stated  that  when  Mr.  Aldrich  began  operations  in  this  city  he  was  able 
to  meet  all  demands  with  the  assistance  of  three  persons. 

In  1893  Mr.  Aldrich  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Grace  Galbraith,  of  Des 
Moines,  a  daughter  of  William  A.  Galbraith,  who  was  a  prominent  citizen  of  the 
early  days.  His  birth  occurred  at  Jefferson,  Pennsylvania,  on  the  19th  of  Sep¬ 
tember,  1827,  his  father  being  Dr.  William  B.  Galbraith,  a  prominent  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  physician.  William  A.  Galbraith  learned  the  cabinetmaker’s  trade  at 
Brownsville,  Pennsylvania,  and  in  1851  came  to  Des  Moines,  making  the  window 
sash  for  Polk  county’s  first  courthouse.  He  was  long  identified  with  the  city’s 
business  interests,  engaging  for  several  years  in  the  hardware  trade  and  later  be¬ 
coming  interested  in  the  flour  and  grain  business.  In  1868  he  erected  a  build¬ 
ing  at  the  southwest  corner  of  Walnut  and  Sixth  streets  which  was  destroyed  by 
fire  two  years  later.  He  was  one  of  the  pioneer  members  of  the  city  council  and 
was  serving  in  that  capacity  when  the  first  street  car  franchise  was  granted. 
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At  Brownsville,  Pennsylvania,  he  had  wedded  Miss  Mary  E.  Evans,  who  was 
born  on  the  14th  of  July,  1830,  and  passed  away  on  the  16th  of  January,  1902. 
They  were  the  parents  of  seven  children,  as  follows:  Annie  S.,  who  is  deceased^ 
William  E.,  a  resident  of  Spokane,  Washington;  Edgar  E.,  Mary  and  Charles 
Edgar,  all  of  whom  are  deceased;  Grace,  who  is  the  wife  of  John  E.  Aldrich; 
and  Jennie  May,  of  Des  Moines.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Galbraith  were  prominently 
identified  with  the  First  Baptist  church  from  its  organization,  the  former  serv¬ 
ing  for  many  years  as  its  treasurer.  His  demise  occurred  on  the  2d  of  Decem¬ 
ber,  1896. 

The  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Aldrich  has  been  blessed  by  the  birth  of  one 
child,  Mary  E.,  who  was  born  January  28,  1896,  and  is  now  a  student  in  the 
high  school.  Mr.  Aldrich  fraternally  is  connected  with  W  est  End  Council,  No. 
295,  A.  O.  U.  W.  He  is  a  valued  member  of  the  Baptist  church  and  politically 
gives  his  support  to  the  republican  party.  In  his  beautiful  home  at  No.  J523 
Linden  street  he  possesses  all  of  the  comforts  and  as  many  of  the  luxuries  of  life 
as  he  desires.  He  has  no  greater  pleasure  than  to  add  to  the  happiness  of  his 
family  and  in  the  fireside  circle  he  enjoys  a  peace  to  be  found  nowhere  else. 
He  is  a  lover  of  the  national  sport  and  his  outdoor  recreation  is  an  occasional 
baseball  game. 


EMERY  FRANKLIN  SPERRY. 

While  Emery  Franklin  Sperry  never  sought  to  figure  prominently  in  public 
life,  he  manifested  those  sterling  traits  of  character  which  brought  him  the  high 
regard  and  friendship  of  his  fellowmen  because  of  his  sterling  worth.  It  has 
been  said  “An  honest  man  is  the  noblest  work  of  God  and  E.  F.  Sperry  was  in¬ 
deed  an  honest  man.  There  were  moreover,  in  his  life  record  equally  strong  and 
commendable  traits  that  gained  him  position  with  Des  Moines  best  citizens. 
He  was  born  in  Cavendish,  Vermont,  on  the  3d  of  August,  1841,  and  after  spend¬ 
ing  the  first  ten  years  of  his  life  in  his  native  state,  accompanied  his  patents  on 
their  removal  to  Iowa,  the  journey  being  largely  made  by  way  of  the  Great  Lakes, 
and  on  reaching  the  western  shore  of  Michigan,  across  the  country  in  a  wagon, 
with  Louisa  county,  Iowa,  as  their  destination.  After  mastering  the  elementary 
branches  of  learning  in  the  public  schools  he  attended  Central  College  at  Pella 
and  while  a  student  enlisted  in  the  Third  Iowa  Infantry,  his  patriotic  spirit  being 
aroused  by  the  attempt  of  the  south  to  overthrow  the  Union.  Donning  the  blue 
uniform  and  receiving  his  equipments  of  war,  he  marched  to  the  front  to  face 
the  enemey  on  the  battlefields  below  the  Mason  and  Dixon  line  and  at  Shiloh,  in 
April,  1862,  he  was  wounded,  his  injuries  resulting  in  the  loss  of  one  of  his  legs. 

No  longer  able  for  active  duty  at  the  front,  Mr.  Sperry  returned  to  the  north 
and  took  up  his  abode  in  Knoxville,  Iowa,  where  his  fellow  townsmen,  apprecia¬ 
tive  of  his  military  service  and  his  personal  worth,  elected  him  to  the  office  of 
treasurer  of  Marion  county.  He  was  afterward  engaged  in  the  real-estate  and 
insurance  business  there  until  September,  1898,  when  he  came  to  Des  Moines 
to  act  as  United  States  pension  agent,  resigning  in  1903  in  order  to  devote  his 
time  and  attention  to  the  real-estate  and  loan  business,  which  claimed  his  atten¬ 
tion  throughout  his  remaining  days.  His  business  record  was  characterized  by 
steady  progress  that  is  always  the  outcome  of  close  application  and  intelligent 
effort. 

In  1866  Mr.  Sperry  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Anna  Eldredge,  and  unto 
them  were  born  six  children,  two  of  whom  are  deceased.  Those  living  are : 
Mrs.  Eugene  Cutler,  of  University  place;  Emery  Frank,  in  Des  Moines;  Charlene, 
a  teacher  in  Des  Moines  College ;  and  Mrs.  Sylvia  Kinney,  of  Massillon,  Ohio. 
Mr.  Sperry  was  devoted  to  the  interests  of  his  family  and  his  example  as  hus- 
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band  and  father  is  indeed  worthy  of  emulation.  He  was  prominent  in  the  ranks 
of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  in  Iowa  and  served  as  senior  vice  commander. 
His  religious  faith  was  that  of  the  Baptist  church  and  he  was  very  prominent 
in  the  denomination.  His  membership  was  with  the  First  Baptist  church  of  Des 
Moines,  of  which  he  served  for  many  years  as  trustee  and  treasurer.  He  also 
filled  the  office  of  treasurer  of  the  State  Baptist  Convention  for  a  number  of 
years  and  in  every  possible  way  he  aided  in  the  work  of  the  church  and  the  ex¬ 
tension  of  its  influence.  He  was  generous,  helpful  and  kind  and  always  took  an 
active  interest  in  helping  the  colored  people,  often  not  only  advising  but  con¬ 
tributing  toward  their  various  enterprises.  He  was  a  man  upright  and  honorable 
in  his  dealings,  positive  in  his  convictions  and  honest  and  sincere  in  his  purposes. 
At  all  times  he  endeavored  to  serve  the  right.  Following  his  demise  his  pastor 
said :  “In  Wisconsin,  Lake  Geneva  is  a  beautiful  body  of  crystal  clear  water. 
Lying  placid  under  the  summer’s  sun  it  reflects  in  minute  detail  the  landscape 
that  rises  from  its  shore  line.  At  times  its  surface  has  been  ruffled  into  white- 
caps  under  the  strong  winds.  But  whether  in  calm  or  storm  its  waters  are  trans¬ 
parent  to  the  bottom.  Seemingly  it  had  no  secrets  to  hide,  but  was  lucid  to  its 
depths,  giving  full  view  of  all  it  contained  of  white  sands,  submarine  growth, 
or  swimming  fish.  This  lake  has  become  for  me  a  symbol  of  E.  F.  Sperry’s 
nature.  I  have  seen  him  in  soul  serenity  when  his  face  has  reflected  that  ‘true 
light  which  lighteth  every  man  that  cometh  into  the  world.’  There  were  times 
when  spasms  of  pain  crossed  his  pallid  face  as  clouds  throw  their  shadows  over 
the  lake.  He  has  given  testimony  in  prayer  meeting  when  his  quivering  voice  in¬ 
dicated  the  strong  undercurrent  of  religious  fervor  that  ran  through  his  life. 
I  have  also  seen  him  when  a  gust  of  opposition  swept  over  him,  temporarily  ruf¬ 
fling  his  nature  into  whitecaps  of  resistance,  soon  to  pass  away  under  a  sense  of 
humor  that  resulted  in  a  great  calm.  But  whatever  the  mood  in  which  I  have 
seen  him  his  soul  has  always  seemed  transparent.  He  was  sincere,  open  in  heart, 
honorable  in  motive,  genuinely  pure  and  kind  in  his  innermost  thought.  Mr. 
Sperry  was  possessed  of  sterling  integrity,  directness  of  utterance,  a  scorn  for 
duplicity,  and  he  was  sometimes  blunt  and  to  the  point  in  what  he  said,  but  that 
was  due  to  an  openness  of  soul  that  had  never  yielded  to  sophistry  in  argument 
nor  diplomacy  in  manner.  He  was  just  his  own,  open,  true  self,  neither  parading 
piety  nor  covering  fault.  Any  estimate  must  take  account  of  him  as  son.  brother, 
husband  and  father.  He  was  citizen,  soldier,  veteran ;  we  knew  him  as  Chris¬ 
tian,  church  member  and  philanthropist.” 


REUBEN  MARKS. 

Of  the  many  citizens  which  Poland  has  contributed  to  Des  Moines  none  is 
more  highly  regarded  than  Reuben  Marks,  who  since  1885  has  been  engaged  in 
commercial  pursuits  in  this  city.  He  was  born  in  the  15th  of  July,  1859,  in  Par~ 
shilee,  Suvalky,  Russia  Poland,  being  a  son  of  Abraham  Jacob  and  Rebecca  (Le¬ 
vine)  Marks.  The  Levine  family  are  highly  cultured,  many  of  their  members 
being  Hebrew  scholars  and  philosophers  of  note,  and  they  are  also  remarkable 
for  their  longevity,  the  grandfather,  Irwin  Levine,  who  was  a  scholar  and  phil¬ 
osopher,  having  died  at  the  age  of  one  hundred  and  nine  years  and  eight  months, 
while  all  of  his  children  lived  to  ninety  years  of  age  or  more.  Mrs.  Marks, 
who  still  survives,  has  passed  her  seventy-ninth  year  and  is  in  excellent  health. 
Abraham  Jacob  Marks  was  born  and  reared  an  agriculturist,  but  in  1848  he 
engaged  in  commercial  activities,  becoming  a  grain  and  lumber  dealer.  He  was 
successful  in  his  venture  and  became  well  and  favorably  known  because  of  his 
integrity  and  honorable  methods  in  all  business  transactions,  as  well  as  because 
of  his  keen  mind  and  sagacity. 
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Reuben  Marks  was  educated  in  \  ilkkosvishk,  graduating  from  the  Hebrew 
high  school  in  1875,  following  which  he  pursued  a  post-graduate  course,  special¬ 
izing  in  the  Russian,  German  and  Polish  languages.  At  the  age  of  twenty  years 
he  was  considered  to  be  fully  qualified  to  begin  his  career  and  engaged  in  the 
lumber  business  in  his  native  land.  He  continued  to  be  identified  with  this  en 
terprise  until  1884,  at  which  time  he  decided  that  much  better  opportunities  must 
await  all  ambitious  and  energetic  young  men  in  America  than  those  afforded  by 
the  Russian  empire,  so  he  took  passage  for  the  United  States. 

Upon  his  arrival  here  he  first  located  in  Pennsylvania,  spending  several  months 
in  the  various  cities  of  that  state,  and  then  removed  to  Iowa,  settling  in  Des 
Moines  in  1885.  Shortly  after  coming  here  he  opened  a  general  stole  ift  South 
Des  Moines,  where  he  remained  for  a  brief  period,  then  removed  to  W  alnut 
street,  continuing  in  the  retail  business  for  nine  years.  In  1894  he  bought  the 
business  of  the  Capital  City  Hat  Company,  wholesale  dealers  in  hats  and  caps, 
who  were  then  located  at  the  corner  of  Sixth  and  Locust  streets  in  the  Church 
block.  The  following  year  he  moved  to  the  corner  of  Third  and  Couit  avenue 
and  in  October,  1910,  a  building  on  Third  street  was  purchased  to  accommodate 
the  growing  business  and  the  firm  name  was  changed  to  the  Marks  Hat  Com¬ 
pany.  He  possesses  all  the  initiative,  perseverance  and  determination  which  chai- 
acterizes  his  people,  and  by  a  judicious  distribution  of  eneigy  and  zeal  has  suc¬ 
cessfully  developed  the  business  of  this  company  until  it  is  now  lecognized  as 
one  of  the  thriving  enterprises  of  the  city.  He  has  not  confined  his  abilities  to- 
the  one  channel,  but  has  extended  his  activities  until  his  interests  are  now  repre¬ 
sented  in  eight  of  the  leading  states  of  the  union.  After  his  Des  Moines  business 
had  become  well  organized  he  established  a  clothing  factory  in  Chicago  and  from 
time  to  time  has  opened  retail  stores  in  the  following  cities:  Little  Rock  and 
Fort  Smith,  Arkansas;  Lexington,  Kentucky;  Knoxville,  Tennessee;  Meridian 
and  Jackson,  Mississippi;  Charleston,  South  Carolina;  Chicago,  Illinois;  New¬ 
castle,  Pennsylvania;  and  Bay  City  and  Saginaw,  Michigan.  His  factory  and 
retail  stores  are  all  conducted  under  the  name  of  the  Standard  Woolen  Company. 

Mr.  Marks  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Belle  Jacobson,  a  daughter  of 
Joshua  and  Miriam  Jacobson,  their  union  being  solemnized  in  Kalvarie,  Suvalky, 
Russian  Poland,  on  the  3d  of  July,  1882.  Three  children  have  been  born  of  this 
marriage:  Moses,  aged  twenty-one,  who  is  secretary  and  tieasuiei  of  the  com¬ 
pany;  Anna  and  Harry,  who  are  seventeen  and  fifteen  years,  respectively,  and  are 
living  at  home. 

The  family  are  affiliated  with  the  Tiffereth  Israel  congregation  in  the  work 
of  which  they  take  a  zealous  and  helpful  interest,  Mr.  Marks  having  been  elected 
vice  president  of  the  organization  in  1901,  continuing  in  that  office  for  two  years, 
after  which  he  was  made  president  for  a  similar  period.  Fraternally  he  is  identi¬ 
fied  with  the  Masonic  order,  the  B’nai,  of  which  he  was  president  in  1897, 
and  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America  and  the  Brotherhood  of  American  Yeo¬ 
men.  He  has  always  been  actively  associated  with  the  various  Hebrew  charity 
organizations,  not  only  of  the  city  and  state  but  of  the  nation,  having  been  a 
director  of  the  Jewish  Home  for  Consumptives  of  Denver,  Colorado,  as  well  as 
a  member  of  the  National  Home  for  Consumptives,  which  is  located  in  the  same 
place.  He  is  also  a  director  of  the  Cleveland  Orphan  Asylum,  a  member  of  the 
Marks  Nathan  Home  for  Orphans,  located  in  Chicago,  and  a  member  of  the 
Immigration  Aid  Society  of  New  York,  and  for  the  past  ten  years  he  has  been 
president  and  treasurer  of  the  Removal  Association,  which  is  a  free  labor  bureau, 
of  Des  Moines.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Des  Moines  Commercial  Club  and 
the  Des  Moines  Credit  Men’s  Association. 

After  granted  the  right  of  suffrage  Mr.  Marks  first  identified  himself  with 
the  democratic  party,  having  at  one  time  been  vice  president  of  their  club,  but  he 
has  recently  transferred  his  allegiance  to  the  progressive  faction  of  the  repub¬ 
lican  party,  believing  their  principles  are  better  adapted  to  protect  the  best  in- 
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terests  of  the  public  at  large.  He  is  a  public-spirited  man,  progressive  in  his 
ideas,  charitable  in  his  views  and  of  a  helpful,  sympathetic  nature,  ever  gen¬ 
erously  contributing  toward  the  support  of  every  worthy  charity  whether  organ¬ 
ized  for  the  aid  of  Hebrew  or  Gentile,  and  believing  implicitly  in  the  universal 
brotherhood  of  mankind. 


HARRY  D.  BAGG. 

Harry  D.  Bagg,  an  enterprising  and  successful  representative  of  mercantile 
interests  in  Des  Moines,  is  a  member  of  the  well  known  grocery  firm  of  Bagg 
Brothers,  conducting  an  extensive  establishment  at  the  corner  of  Park  avenue 
and  South  Ninth  street.  His  birth  occurred  on  the  19th  of  June,  1870,  in  Polk 
county,  Iowa,  and  a  sketch  of  his  parents  appears  on  another  page  of  this  work. 
He  attended  the  grammar  and  high  schools  of  Des  Moines  in  the  acquirement  of 
an  education  and  after  putting  aside  his  text-books  entered  the  employ  of  the 
Jewett  Typewriter  Company  of  this  city,  remaining  in  the  factory  for  four 
years.  On  the  expiration  of  that  period,  in  1894,  he  purchased  a  half  interest 
in  the  grocery  establishment  of  his  brother,  C.  P.  Bagg,  which  at  that  time  was 
but  a  very  small  enterprise  as  compared  to  the  large  general  store  into  which 
it  has  since  developed.  The  brothers  are  widely  recognized  as  reliable,  enter¬ 
prising  and  up-to-date  merchants  and  are  accorded  a  liberal  patronage. 

On  the  13th  of  April,  1893,  in  Des  Moines,  Mr.  Bagg  was  united  in  mar¬ 
riage  to  Miss  Nellie  F.  Farr,  a  daughter  of  Stephen  and  Addie  M.  (Goodhue) 
Farr  and  a  representative  of  a  very  old  family  of  Polk  county.  Five  children 
have  been  born  unto  them :  Harriet,  sixteen  years  of  age,  who  is  a  high  school 
student;  Faye,  who  died  at  the  age  of  ten  years;  Gerald,  Roland  and  Geneva, 
who  are  thirteen,  eleven  and  eight  years  of  age  respectively  and  are  all  attend¬ 
ing  school. 

In  politics  Mr.  Bagg  is  independent,  supporting  men  and  measures  rather  than 
party.  Believing  that  the  liquor  traffic  is  one  of  the  worst  evils  with  which  our 
country  has  to  contend,  he  favors  and  advocates  prohibition.  He  is  a  devoted 
and  consistent  member  of  the  Church  of  Christ  on  Park  avenue  and  also  be¬ 
longs  to  the  Brotherhood  of  American  Yeomen.  Mr.  Bagg  has  a  wide  acquaint¬ 
ance  in  Des  Moines  and  his  social,  genial  nature  has  gained  for  him  an  exten¬ 
sive  circle  of  friends.  His  business  ability  is  recognized  by  all  with  whom  he 
has  trade  relations  and  his  keen  discernment  and  carefully  managed  affairs  have 
placed  him  in  a  most  comfortable  financial  position. 


SOL  WOLK, 

One  of  the  younger  commercial  enterprises  of  Des  Moines  which  have  caused 
this  city  to  become  recognized  as  a  wholesale  center  of  the  middle  west  is  the 
clothing  house  founded  in  1903  by  Sol  Wolk.  He  was  born  in  Suvalky,  Poland, 
on  the  17th  of  November,  1873,  being  a  son  of  Isaac  H.  and  Esther  Wolk,  who 
were  also  natives  of  Poland,  the  father  passing  away  there  on  the  226.  of  Feb¬ 
ruary,  1907,  but  the  mother  still  survives  and  makes  her  home  on  the  family 
estate.  Mr.  Wolk,  who  was  a  prominent  merchant  as  well  as  a  wealthy  and  in¬ 
fluential  landowner,  was  a  son  of  Moses  and  Bessie  Wolk,  who  were  born  in 
1817  and  1820,  respectively.  The  paternal  grandmother  passed  away  in  1891, 
but  her  husband  lived  to  the  venerable  age  of  eighty-nine  years,  his  demise  oc¬ 
curring  in  1906. 
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Owing  to  the  fact  of  his  parents  being  people  of  means  Sol  Wolk  acquired 
his  education  under  the  direction  and  supervision  of  a  private  tutor,  until  he 
had  attained  the  age  of  fifteen  years,  at  which  time  he  laid  aside  his  text-books. 
Being  anxious  to  see  the  world  his  parents  granted  him  permission  in  1889  to 
come  to  the  United  States.  Landing  in  New  York  he  spent  a  brief  period  in 
that  city  and  then  went  to  Pittsburg,  where  he  obtained  employment  at  various 
occupations  until  he  felt  he  had  acquired  sufficient  knowledge  of  the  language 
as  well  as  business  methods  and  customs  of  the  country  to  go  into  business  for 
himself.  His  first  venture  was  the  establishing  of  a  retail  dry-goods  emporium, 
which  he  most  successfully  conducted  for  five  years.  Disposing  of  his  inter¬ 
ests  at  the  expiration  of  that  period  he  returned  to  New  York,  where  he  ob¬ 
tained  a  position  as  the  traveling  representative  of  one  of  the  large  wholesale 
clothing  houses,  his  territory  covering  a  large  number  of  the  western  states  and 
including  the  state  of  Iowa. 

Mr.  Wolk’s  prescience,  as  well  as  keen  powers  of  intuition  and  rare  business 
sagacity  made  him  quickly  recognize  the  promising  commercial  future  of  Des 
Moines,  so  returning  to  New  York  he  made  preparations  to  establish  a  whole¬ 
sale  business  in  this  city.  He  arrived  here  on  the  nth  of  September,  1903,  and 
has  ever  since  been  actively  identified  with  the  commercial  interests  of  the  city. 
The  rapid  and  extensive  development  of  his  business  during  the  eight  years  he 
has  been  a  resident  of  the  city  pays  rare  tribute  to  the  judgment  he  exhibited 
in  the  establishment  of  a  wholesale  clothing  store.  His  success  has  doubtless 
equaled  or  exceeded  his  wildest  expectations,  as  he  has  several  times  been  com¬ 
pelled  to  enlarge  his  quarters  and  his  trade  is  constantly  increasing.  Mr.  Wolk 
has  recently  purchased  a  beautiful  home  at  Seventh  and  Franklin  streets,  which 
is  another  evidence  that  in  his  business  life  he  is  most  successful:  He  possesses 
the  business  acumen,  enterprise  and  diligence  which  have  ever  characterized  his 
people  and  made  them  dominate  the  world  of  finance  and  commerce. 

Mr.  Wolk  married  Miss  Rose  R.  Cohen  on  the  15th  of  August,  1905.  Mrs. 
Wolk  is  a  daughter  of  N.  B.  and  Sarah  Cohen,  who  are  old  and  well  known 
residents  of  this  city.  One  child  has  been  born  of  this  marriage :  Louisa,  who 
is  a  very  pretty  and  interesting  child  of  two  years,  her  birth  occurring  on  the 
1 6th  of  March,  1909.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wolk  affiliate  with  the  congregation  of 
Tififereth  Israel  temple  and  he  is  fraternally  identified  with  the  Masonic  order 
through  the  medium  of  Capital  Lodge,  No.  no,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  the  Elks. 

Ever  since  granted  the  full  rights  of  citizenship  Mr.  Wolk  has  given  his 
political  allegiance  to  the  candidates  of  the  republican  party.  Although  he  takes 
an  active  interest  in  civic  affairs,  never  having  been  an  aspirant  to  official  honors, 
he  does  not  prominently  participate  in  governmental  matters.  During  the  long 
period  of  his  residence  in  the  United  States  Mr.  Wolk  has  never  felt  he  had 
cause  to  regret  the  transference  of  his  allegiance,  as  he  has  been  most  success¬ 
ful  in  his  undertakings  here  and  enjoys  the  liberty  and  freedom  universally  ac¬ 
corded  all. 


WILLIAM  N.  HEATON,  D.  D.  S. 

The  progress  of  any  community,  regardless  of  its  natural  resources,  is  de¬ 
pendent  upon  the  disinterested,  public  spirit  of  its  citizens,  who  in  the  develop¬ 
ment  of  their  private  affairs  do  not  neglect  their  civic  duties.  Des  Moines  has 
been  particularly  fortunate  in  this  respect  counting  among  her  inhabitants  many 
such,  and  among  them  must  be  numbered  Dr.  William  N.  Heaton,  who  for  nearly 
forty  years  has  been  closely  and  prominently  identified  with  the  professional, 
social  and  political  interests  of  the  city.  His  birth  occurred  in  Millsboro, 
Washington  county,  Pennsylvania,  on  the  31st  of  October,  1847  his  parents  be- 
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in g  Weaver  and  Rebecca  Naylor  (Sharp)  Heaton,  both  natives  of  the  Keystone 
state.  "The  Heaton  family  is  one  of  the  oldest  in  America.  The  first  to  arrive 
here  emigrated  from  England  to  the  colony  of  Pennsylvania  and  bought  land  of 
William  Penn.  On  the  maternal  side  the  Sharps  were  of  Welsh  extraction  and 
first  located  in  Virginia.  A  granduncle  of  Dr.  Heaton,  John  Sharp,  came  to  Iowa 
in  1853,  settling  in  Appanoose  county. 

Dr.  Heaton  had  the  advantages  of  a  better  education  than  was  possible  to 
the  average  youth  of  his  period,  having  the  opportunity  to  attend  school  until 
he  was  twenty-three  years  of  age.  His  fundamental  studies  were  pursued  in 
the  common  schools  of  Greenfield,  Pennsylvania,  following  which  he  enrolled 
at  Mount  Union  College,  Alliance,  Ohio,  with  which  institution  he  was  indenti- 
fied  until  1870.  After  leaving  school  he  decided  to  study  medicine,  so  entered 
the  office  of  his  elder  brother,  Dr.  James  G.  Heaton,  but  dentistry  began  to 
come  rapidly  to  the  fore  about  that  time  and  his  strong  inclination  for  mechanics 
made  the  latter  science  the  more  attractive,  so  he  adopted  it  for  his  life  vocation. 
That  his  decision  was  in  accordance  with  his  natural  qualifications  is  borne  out 
by  the  marked  success  with  which  Dr.  Heaton  has  met  during  the  long  period 
of  his  practice.  He  is  one  of  the  oldest  and  ablest  dentists  of  the  city,  his 
mechanical  skill  and  close  study  having  enabled  him  to  keep  abreast  with  the 
rapid  advance  of  the  science.  He  has  maintained  an  office  in  Des  Moines  con¬ 
tinuously  since  1875,  having  numbered  among  his  patients  some  of  the  most 
prominent  citizens  of  the  town. 

During  the  long  period  of  his  professional  activity  Dr.  Heaton  has  devoted 
his  spare  time  to  perfecting  various  mechanical  devices,  the  best  known  of 
which  is  probably  Heaton’s  humane  shaft  loop.  This  is  one  of  the  most  humane 
devices  placed  upon  the  market  within  recent  years,  removing  all  unnecessary 
friction  upon  the  horse  caused  by  the  jerking  back  and  forth  of  the  shaft.  Al¬ 
though  it  has  been  upon  the  market  but  two  years  it  has  proven  to  be  a  most 
profitable  venture  and  is  netting  gratifying  returns.  At  the  present  time  Dr. 
Heaton  is  concentrating  his  attention  upon  the  perfection  of  a  furnace  attach¬ 
ment,  whereby  he  hopes  to  simplify  the  present  heating  system  and  also  greatly 
reduce  the  coal  consumption.  If  his  theory  proves  feasible,  as  he  has  every 
reason  to  feel  convinced  it  will,  the  result  will  be  a  better  and  more  uniform 
heat  at  an  almost  incredibly  minimized  cost.  Dr.  Heaton  has  not  been  the  only 
member  of  his  family  possessing  unusual  mechanical  skill  as  his  great-grand¬ 
father,  Bowen  Heaton  was  the  inventor  of  the  first  iron  mold  plow  in  this  coun¬ 
try,  known  as  the  bull  plow,  which  was  manufactured  in  Millsboro,  Pennsylvania, 
and  his  father  was  a  millwright. 

Dr.  Heaton  married  Miss  Lucinda  S.  Willis,  a  daughter  of  Harvey  and  Eliza 
J.  Willis,  on  the  12th  of  November,  1876.  Mrs.  Heaton  is  a  native  of  Indiana 
but  removed  to  Iowa  with  her  parents  when  a  child  of  three  years,  locating  in 
Dallas  county.  Her  father  took  an  active  interest  in  the  development  of  that 
section  of  the  state.  At  one  time  he  and  his  brother,  John,  owned  the  land  on 
which  the  town  of  Perry  is  now  located,  and  it  was  mainly  because  of  his  efforts 
that  the  Des  Moines  &  Fort  Dodge  Railroad  was  built  through  that  section, 
he  giving  the  land  for  the  right  of  way  and  the  station  at  Perry.  He  took  the 
contract  to  erect  the  first  bridge  across  the  Des  Moines  river  at  Walnut  street, 
Des  Moines.  No  railroad  had  yet  reached  the  city  but  one  had  been  built  as 
far  as  the  Des  Moines  river,  and  the  construction  timbers  for  the  bridge  were 
rafted  at  that  point  and  floated  to  Des  Moines. 

Two  sons  have  been  born  to  the  Doctor  and  his  wife :  Arthur  Duane  and 
Hal  N.  The  religious  views  of  the  family  are  manifested  through  their  mem¬ 
bership  in  the  Unitarian  church,  while  fraternally  Dr.  Heaton  affiliates  with 
the  Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Sons  of 
the  American  Revolution,  this  being  awarded  him  because  of  his  grandfather, 
Jacob  Heaton,  having  participated  in  the  struggle  for  independence.  For  twenty- 
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eight  years  he  has  been  identified  with  the  Friday  Club,  the  oldest  social  organi¬ 
zation  in  the  city. 

During  the  long  period  of  his  residence  Dr.  Heaton  has  been  prominently 
identified  with  various  civic  interests.  He  was  at  one  time  a  member  of  the 
executive  board  of  the  public  library  and  was  chairman  of  the  building  committee 
at  the  time  of  the  erection  of  the  present  library.  While  a  member  of  the  board 
he  gave  much  time  to  the  interest  of  the  public  inaugurating  several  notable 
reforms.  He  was  also  a  member  of  the  school  board  for  several  years,  and  at 
one  time  represented  Polk  county  in  the  state  assembly,  receiving  the  largest 
vote  ever  cast  for  any  candidate.  His  political  support  he  has  ever  given  to 
the  republican  party,  his  fealty  being  rewarded  by  his  constituency  honoring  him 
with  the  appointment  of  president  of  the  Polk  County  Republican  League  in  the 
campaign  of  1896,  in  which  capacity  he  attended  the  national  convention  held 
at  Milwaukee.  He  is  one  of  the  citizens  whose  support  can  always  be  counted 
upon  for  the  adoption  of  any  measure  which  will  tend  to  improve  conditions  in 
the  community. 

Dr.  Heaton  has  met  with  success  in  his  profession  and  the  development  of 
the  various  enterprises  in  which  he  is  engaged,  and  in  addition  to  his  interests 
in  this  city  has  extensive  realty  holdings  in  North  Dakota.  He  is  highly  regarded 
by  his  many  acquaintances,  the  majority  of  whom  are  accorded  the  more  intimate 
term  of  friend,  as  they  recognize  his  full  worth  as  a  man  and  citizen. 


FRANK  W.  McCANON,  M.  D. 

The  name  of  McCanon  has  long  been  connected  with  the  practice  of  medicine 
in  Des  Moines,  for  long  before  Dr.  Frank  W.  McCanon,  now  a  well  known 
physician  of  this  city,  took  up  the  active  work  of  the  profession  here  his  father 
was  one  of  the  teachers  in  Drake  University  as  well  as  a  practitioner.  Frank 
W.  McCanon  is  well  qualified  for  his  chosen  life  work  and  in  his  specialty  is  meet¬ 
ing  with  excellent  success. 

He  was  born  in  Vinton,  Benton  county,  Iowa,  June  15,  i860,  his  parents 
being  Wallace  C.  and  Martha  (Bivens)  McCanon,  the  former  a  native  of  New 
York  and  the  latter  of  Erie  county,  Pennsylvania.  The  family  name  was  origi¬ 
nally  Cannon  but  on  account  of  the  number  of  Cannons  residing  in  his  neigh¬ 
borhood  and  the  confusion  caused  in  the  delivery  of  mails  and  other  incon¬ 
veniences  in  those  early  days  the  grandfather  petitioned  the  New  York  legisla¬ 
ture  to  grant  him  the  legal  right  to  change  his  name  to  McCanon.  He  was  a  na¬ 
tive  of  Ireland  and  came  from  the  same  ancestry  to  which  Hon.  Joseph  Can¬ 
non  of  Illinois  traces  his  lineage.  The  maternal  grandfather  of  Frank  W.  Mc¬ 
Canon  was  Welsh  and  wedded  Miss  Mary  Livingston,  a  native  of  England. 

Wallace  C.  McCanon  in  early  manhood  prepared  for  the  practice  of  medicine 
and  is  still  an  active  member  of  the  profession.  In  1869  he  removed  to  Des 
Moines  from  Iowa  City  and  turned  his  attention  to  the  retail  grocery  business, 
in  connection  with  G.  W.  Kinney,  their  store  being  located  at  the  northeast 
corner  of  Sixth  and  Walnut  streets,  on  the  present  site  of  the  Citizens  National 
Bank.  The  building  was  later  destroyed  by  fire  and  as  the  firm  carried  no  in¬ 
surance  Mr.  McCanon  was  left  in  bad  shape  financially,  forcing  him  to  seek 
employment  in  other  directions.  He  secured  a  position  with  a  Mr.  Howe,  who 
was  then  conducing  a  retail  grocery  at  the  corner  of  Seventh  and  Locust  streets, 
which  district  at  that  time  was  considered  “out  of  town.”  The  family  residence, 
too,  was  at  Seventh  and  Locust  streets — far  removed  from  the  center  of  the  citv. 
Mr.  McCanon  managed  and  conducted  the  store  for  Mr.  Howe  for  several  years 
and  is  remembered  by  many  of  the  older  residents  of  Des  Moines  as  an  enter¬ 
prising  merchant  and  reliable  business  man.  Subsequently — in  1871 — he  went 
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to  Chicago,  Illinois,  and  became  a  student  in  the  Bennett  Medical  College,  from 
which  he  was  graduated  with  the  M.  D.  degree.  He  followed  his  profession  for 
several  years  and  in  1882  returned  to  Des  Moines,  becoming  one  of  the  profes¬ 
sors  in  Drake  University,  giving  instruction  in  materia  medica  and  therapeutics. 
He  also  practiced  in  Des  Moines  and  Polk  county  until  1898,  when  he  removed 
to  Alabama.  He  and  his  wife  are  now  residents  of  Moline,  Illinois. 

Frank  W.  McCanon  in  his  boyhood  days  accompanied  his  parents  on  their 
removal  from  Iowa  city  to  Des  Moines,  where  he  pursued  his  education  in  the 
public  schools.  Determining  to  follow  in  the  professional  footsteps  of  his 
father,  his  interest  in  the  practice  of  medicine  being  early  aroused,  he  attended 
medical  lectures  in  Iowa  City,  later  became  a  student  in  the  Keokuk  (Iowa) 
Medical  College,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  February,  1883,  and  later 
from  Drake  University  with  the  M.  D.  degree  in  June,  1883.  Immediately 
thereafter  he  entered  upon  the  active  practice  of  his  profession,  which  he  fol¬ 
lowed  in  various  sections  of  this  state,  but  took  up  his  permanent  home  in  Des 
Moines  in  1906.  Here  he  has  since  made  a  specialty  of  the  treatment  of  ruptures 
and  chronic  diseases.  He  does  an  exclusive  office  practice,  which  has  steadily 
grown  in  extent  and  importance.  While  a  student  in  Drake  University  Dr.  Mc¬ 
Canon  was  demonstrator  in  anatomy  for  the  class.  He  did  post-graduate  work 
in  the  Metropolitan  School  of  Osteopathy  in  Chicago  in  1900,  and  also  post¬ 
graduate  work  in  the  American  Medical  Association  of  Orificial  Surgeons  in 
Chicago  in  1899.  The  same  year  he  was  a  post-graduate  student  of  medical 
electricity  and  in  1902  graduated  in  optics  in  the  Jackson  Optical  School,  and  in 
various  lines  he  has  promoted  his  efficiency  through  private  reading  and  practice, 
being  today  regarded  as  one  of  the  able  physicians  of  Des  Moines. 

On  the  16th  of  October,  1882,  in  Iowa  City,  Dr.  McCanon  was  married  to . 
Miss  Alice  Smith,  a  daughter  of  Isaac  Smith  and  a  native  of  Johnson  county. 
Iowa.  They  had  four  children  but  lost  one  by  death.  The  others  are :  Elva  L., 
who  was  born  December  16,  1885,  at  Jewell  Junction,  Iowa;  Byard  E.,  born  at 
Jewell  Junction,  in  March,  1889;  and  Matie  F.,  born  in  Calhoun  county,  Iowa, 
in  November,  1890. 

In  politics  Dr.  McCanon  is  a  republican  with  independent  tendencies.  He 
served  as  coroner  of  Hamilton  county,  Iowa,  from  1886  until  1889  inclusive,  but 
has  never  been  a  politician  in  the  sense  of  office  seeking,  preferring  to  concen¬ 
trate  his  energies  upon  his  professional  duties,  which  are  discharged  with  a 
sense  of  conscientious  obligation.  He  holds  to  highest  standards  of  service 
in  his  profession,  is  very  careful  in  the  diagnosis  of  his  cases  and  practices  along 
modern  scientific  lines. 


FRANK  C.  WATERBURY. 

Frank  C.  Waterbury,  president  of  the  Waterbury  Chemical  Company  of 
Des  Moines,  stands  at  the  head  of  one  of  the  productive  industries  of  the  capital 
city  whose  ramifying  trade  interests  have  reached  out  not  only  to  all  parts 
of  America  but  also  to  all  sections  of  the  world.  The  growth  of  the  business 
and  the  extension  of  the  trade  are  due  largely  to  the  recognition  and  utilization 
of  opportunity  and  to  the  initiative  spirit  and  carefully  executed  plans  of  Frank 
C.  Waterbury  who,  however,  finds  in  his  business  associates  men  of  marked  force 
and  commercial  weight,  capable  of  successfully  directing  important  manufactur¬ 
ing  and  commercial  interests. 

Frank  C.  Waterbury  was  born  in  Freeport,  Illinois,  April  16,  1866,  his 
parents  being  Stephen  and  Lydia  E.  (Overman)  Waterbury.  The  Mayflower 
on  its  second  voyage  to  the  new  world  brought  among  its  passengers  the  ances¬ 
tors  of  the  Waterbury  family,  who  settled  in  New  York.  On  the  paternal  side 
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there  are  Scotch  and  German  ancestry.  The  Overmans  were  early  residents  of 
Iowa,  J.  M.  Overman,  the  father  of  Mrs.  Lydia  E.  Waterbury,  having  been  one 
of  the  pioneers  of  Black  Hawk  county  and  the  first  mayor  of  Muscatine.  He 
and  his  three  brothers  married  the  four  nieces  of  Isaac  Cooper  who  was  a  nephew 
of  James  Fenimore  Cooper.  J.  M.  Overman  came  to  Iowa  in  1842  and  when 
gold  was  discovered  upon  the  Pacific  coast  he  was  among  the  California  argo¬ 
nauts  who  went  in  search  of  the  golden  fleece.  The  death  of  Stephen  Water¬ 
bury  occurred  April  14,  1881,  while  his  wife  survived  until  September  20,  1901. 
In  their  family  were  five  children:  Frank  C.,  the  president  of  the  Waterbury 
Chemical  Company;  M.  O. ;  Eugene  W.,  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  Water¬ 
bury  Chemical  Company;  Fannie  J.,  who  became  the  wife  of  Clark  Hoagland ; 
and  Addie,  the  wife  of  Merton  H.  Wick. 

While  born  in  Illinois  Frank  C.  Waterbury  spent  much  of  his  life  in  Iowa 
and  his  education  was  largely  acquired  in  the  public  schools.  After  putting 
aside  his  text-books  he  began  the  study  of  pharmacy  and  at  the  age  of  nineteen 
was  employed  as  a  traveling  salesman  of  pharmaceutical  products. 

After  the  Spanish-American  war  Frank  C.  Waterbury  was  joined  by  his 
brother,  Eugene  W.  Waterbury,  in  organizing  and  conducting  the  interests  of  the 
Waterbury  Chemical  Company,  in  which  connection  his  efforts  have  brought 
substantial  and  gratifying  success.  The  business  of  the  house  now  extends  to 
nearly  every  country  on  the  face  of  the  globe  and  represents  the  latest  scien¬ 
tific  achievement  in  pharmaceutical  manufacture.  Today  the  head  works  and 
main  offices  are  located  in  Des  Moines  and  there  are  also  branch  offices  in  New 
York;  Toronto,  Canada;  London,  England;  Hong  Kong,  China;  and  Sydney, 
Australia;  while  the  goods  of  the  company  are  handled  in  every  important  city 
and  in  many  of  the  smaller  towns  of  the  world.  The  company  is  represented 
on  the  road  by  a  large  and  efficient  corps  of  traveling  salesmen^  while  many 
people  are  employed  in  the  laboratory  and  works  in  Des  Moines  in  the  manu¬ 
facture,  preparation  and  shipment  of  the  products  of  the  company.  One  of  their 
chief  products  is  cod  liver  oil  compound,  whereby  cod  liver  oil  is  converted  by 
a  method  resembling  the  necessary  process  of  digestion  into  a  product  which  re¬ 
sembles  that  to  which  oil  has  been  converted  before  it  passes  into  chyle.  The 
manufacture  was  at  first  begun  only  for  the  local  trade  but  the  demand  for  the 
product  has  steadily  increased  until  now  they  ship  three  carloads  each  month 
to  their  foreign  branches.  Their  preparation  of  cod  liver  oil  is  the  only  one  of 
its  kind  in  the  world.  Every  new  product  placed  upon  the  market  brings  forth 
the  opposition  of  those  whose  trade  will  probably  be  effected  thereby.  The  pro¬ 
ducts  of  the  Waterbury  Company,  however,  have  survived  the  harshest  criti¬ 
cisms  and  indeed  have  welcomed  all  investigation.  Analysis  has  but  confii  med 
the  claims  which  they  make  and  their  output  is  a  credit  to  the  scientific  pro¬ 
fessions  of  pharmacy  and  medicine.  Their  preparation  is  and  always  has  been 
maintained  as  a  strictly  ethical  pharmaceutical  product  for  the  exclusive  use 
of  phvsicians  and  has  stood  the  test  of  the  most  careful  and  thoiough  analvsis. 
receiving  the  indorsement  of  many  of  the  most  eminent  members  of  the  medical 
profession  throughout  the  entire  country.  Their  laboratories  and  factories  pre¬ 
sent  the  appearance  of  careful  systematization  in  the  conduct  of  a  business 
with  a  most  thorough  regard  to  sanitation  in  every  form.  Aside  from  his  manu¬ 
facturing  interests  Frank  C.  W  aterbury  is  a  director  of  the  Mechanics  Savings 
Bank  and  an  incorporator  and  director  of  the  Des  Moines  Trust  Company. 

On  the  1 2th  of  July,  1892,  in  Vinton,  Iowa,  Mr.  Waterbury  was  married  to 
Miss  Coral  P.  Chaffin,  a  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  D.  S.  Chaffin  and  a  de¬ 
scendant  of  the  royal  house  of  Stuarts  of  Scotland.  They  have  two  children, 

Carl  Chaffin  and  Chloris  Patience.  . 

Mr.  Waterbury  is  a  progressive  republican  but  not  an  aspn  ant  toi  office.  He 
belongs  to  the  Masonic  fraternity  and  to  the  Knights  of  Pythias  lodge,  and  to 
several  social  organizations  including  Grant  Club,  the  East  and  West  Commei- 
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cial  Club,  the  Des  Moines  Press  Club,  the  Des  Moines  Club  and  also  the  Greater 
Des  Moines  Committee.  He  also  holds  membership  in  the  Unitarian  church. 

Mr.  Waterbury  has  been  an  extensive  traveler,  visiting  all  parts  of  the  globe 
and  every  country  in  the  world.  He  has  held  commissions  from  Governors  Cum¬ 
mins  and  Carroll  to  investigate  the  conditions  of  health  and  commerce  in  va¬ 
rious  countries,  including  the  Hawaiian  islands,  the  Philippine  islands,  New  Zea¬ 
land,  Australia,  Japan  and  China.  While  in  London  in  January,  1904,  he  was 
appointed  special  commissioner  for  the  United  States  for  international  exhibi¬ 
tions  at  Rome,  Paris,  Vienna,  London,  Antwerp,  Amsterdam  and  Rotterdam, 
embracing  the  departments  of  hygiene  and  pure  food  and  allied  arts  and  also 
special  commissioner  for  the  royal  appointments.  In  the  name  of  the  people 
of  the  state  of  Iowa  he  has  made  four  successful  trips  across  India  and,  pro¬ 
moting  the  interests  of  trade  at  the  same  time,  he  has  established  branch 
houses  in  China,  Japan  and  all  European  centers.  He  finds  pleasure  in  many  of 
the  delights  of  traveling  and  has  thereby  become  a  well  informed  man  of  wide 
general  information.  His  mind  is  stored  with  many  interesting  incidents,  making 
him  a  congenial  and  entertaining  companion.  Des  Moines  acknowledges  his 
worth  and  citizenship  and  the  value  of  his  efforts  in  promoting  commercial 
activity  in  the  capital  city. 


H.  C.  HARGROVE. 

H.  C.  Hargrove,  who  comes  of  good  American  ancestry  and  inherited  many 
of  the  characteristics  which  enabled  brave  men  and  women  to  conquer  the  terrors 
of  the  wilderness,  has  for  a  number  of  years  been  a  resident  of  Des  Moines 
and  is  well  known  in  the  state  of  Iowa  as  a  practical  silo  man.  He  was  born 
in  Van  Buren  county,  Iowa,  April  20,  1864,  and  is  a  son  of  John  G.  Hargrove,  a 
native  of  Delaware.  The  father  came  to  Iowa  from  Indiana  in  the  ’40s  and 
settled  in  Van  Buren  county,  where  he  engaged  in  farming.  He  is  now  living 
retired  and  is  greatly  respected  as  one  of  the  survivors  of  the  early  settlers  of 
the  county.  He  is  a  man  of  high  character  and  during  his  active  career  was  an 
earnest  church  and  Masonic  worker,  being  also  for  a  number  of  years  a  leading 
member  of  the  county  board  of  supervisors.  The  mother  of  our  subject,  Han¬ 
nah  Holland  before  her  marriage,  was  born  in  the  state  of  Delaware  and  was 
brought  by  her  parents  to  Van  Buren  county  sixty-nine  years  ago,  when  she  was 
only  three  weeks  old.  She  is  also  still  living.  Her  father, ,  William  Holland, 
walked  from  the  state  of  Delaware  to  Iowa  in  order  to  see  the  country  and  decide 
from  personal  observation  whether  it  was  as  beautiful  and  productive  as  it  was 
represented  to  be.  After  taking  his  observations  he  returned  on  foot  to  Dela¬ 
ware  and  gathered  together  thirty  families,  forming  a  colony  which  settled  in 
Iowa,  naming  the  town  Milton  in  honor  of  their  old  home  place  in  Delaware. 
When  we  consider  the  toil  and  difficulty  of  such  a  journey  as  that  undertaken 
bv  this  noble  pioneer  we  are  impressed  with  a  sense  of  the  courage  and  fortitude 
of  such  men,  and  are  willing  to  acknowledge  that  all  obstacles  are  sure  to  give 
way  before  such  firmness  and  endurance. 

H.  C.  Hargrove  received  his  early  education  in  the  public  schools  and  later 
attended  the  Iowa  Wesleyan  University.  After  leaving  college  he  entered  busi¬ 
ness  life  and  was  for  a  number  of  years  engaged  as  commercial  traveler,  becoming 
one  of  the  highly  popular  men  on  the  road.  In  1903  he  located  permanently  in 
Des  Moines  and  has  since  been  identified  with  the  silo  business,  with  which  he 
is  thoroughly  familiar,  being  one  of  the  original  promoters  of  the  system  in 
Iowa. 

In  1886  Mr.  Hargrove  was  married  to  Miss  Sylvia  Russell,  whose  parents 
came  from  Delaware  with  the  colony  that  founded  the  town  of  Milton.  One 
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son  George,  has  been  born  of  this  union.  Mr.  Hargiove  is  prominent  in  the 
Masonic  order  and  is  a  member  of  the  chapter,  commandery  and  shrine  at  Des 
Moines  and  the  blue  lodge  at  Milton,  this  being  the  lodge  to  which  his  father 
belongs  and  of  which  his  grandfather  was  an  honored  member.  He  also  holds 
membership  in  the  Young  Men’s  Christian  Association,  being  one  of  the  directors 
of  that  organization,  and  is  also  identified  with  the  Grant  Club  of  Des  Moines. 
Always  genial  and  obliging,  he  has  an  extensive  acquaintance  in  Iowa  and  is 
greatly  esteemed  wherever  he  is  known.  He  is  a  true  believer  in  the  brother¬ 
hood  of  man  and  his  life  has  largely  been  controlled  by  principles  of  kindliness 
and  charity,  his  religion  consisting  in  deeds  rather  than  in  words. 


CHARLES  A.  CHAMBERS. 

It  is  always  an  inspiration  to  an  ambitious  person  to  study  the  life  of  a 
man  who,  through  his  own  unaided  and  well  directed  effort,  attains  the  position 
to  which  he  aspires.  Among  such  in  Des  Moines  must  be  numbered  Charles  A. 
Chambers,  who  is  engaged  in  the  real-estate  and  loan  business  in  the  Manhattan 
building,  where  he  has  been  located  for  nearly  three  years,  during  which  period 
he  has  built  up  a  very  gratifying  clientele.  He  was  born  in  Hancock  county, 
Illinois,  on  the  24th  of  April,  i860,  his  parents  being  John  M.  and  Mary  (Payne) 
Chambers.  The  father,  who  was  a  native  of  Tennessee,  always  followed  agri¬ 
cultural  pursuits  until  a  short  time  before  his  death,  which  occurred  on  the 
24th  of  April,  1909,  at  Augusta,  Illinois.  Mrs.  Chambers’  people,  who  were 
also  farmers,  were  among  the  pioneer  settlers  of  Hancock  county,  migrating 
there  from  North  Carolina  in  which  state  she  was  born.  She  is  still  living  and 
continues  to  make  her  home  in  Augusta. 

Having  been  reared  upon  a  farm  and  in  a  home  whose  income  was  very 
limited,  Charles  A.  Chambers  did  not  have  the  advantages  which  fell  to  the  lot 
of  many  boys  of  that  period.  His  schooling  was  confined  to  attendance  at  the 
district”  schools  during  their  brief  winter  sessions,  as  during  the  other  months 
his  assistance  was  required  upon  the  homestead.  He  remained  a  member  of 
the  parental  household,  bearing  his  share  of  the  work  attached  to  the  cultivation 
of  the  farm,  until  he  was  twenty-one  years  of  age.  Being  an  ambitious  youth 
he  felt  at  that  time  that  better  opportunities  must  await  him  in  the  city,  so  he 
came  to  Des  Moines,  in  1881,  and  almost  immediately  entered  one  of  the  busi¬ 
ness  colleges.  By  means  of  hard  work  and  close  application  he  improved  his 
neglected  education,  at  the  same  time  acquiring  a  thorough  knowledge  of  book¬ 
keeping  and  a  better  understanding  of  business  methods.  Upon  the  completion 
of  his  course  he  accepted  a  clerkship  in  the  grocery  store  of  Thomas  Naylor, 
continuing  in  his  employ  for  a  year.  At  the  expiration  of  that  time  he  obtained 
a  position  as  bookkeeper  with  the  Carman  &  Schmitt  Mattress  Manufacturing 
Company.  His  work  there  was  quite  congenial  and  he  remained  in  their  service 
for  about  ten  years,  following  which  he  engaged  in  the  same  work  with  the  W. 
P.  Chase  Company,  dealers  in  sporting  goods.  He  left  there  at  the  end  of  a 
year  to  become  bookkeeper  for  the  Selby  Lyle  Company  at  Guthrie  Center,  with 
whom  he  was  identified  for  a  similar  period.  Returning  to  Des  Moines  he  en¬ 
tered  the  employ  of  the  J.  Levitt  Company,  who  are  engaged  in  the  loan  busi¬ 
ness  continuing  with  them  for  two  years,  during  which  time  he  acquired  a 
very  thorough  knowledge  of  the  business.  Withdrawing  from  there  he  opened 
an  office  of  his  own.  Mr.  Chambers  has  become  quite  well  established  and  is 
enjoying  a  good  and  constantly  increasing  patronage.  During  the  period  of 
his  identification  with  the  various  firms  by  whom  he  was  employed  he  became 
quite  well  known  in  the  city  and  his  capability,  as  well  as  high  business  prin¬ 
ciples,  has  been  the  undoubted  means  of  his  rapid  advancement. 
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In  this  city  in  June,  1885,  Mr.  Chambers  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Clara  B.  Selby,  a  daughter  of  John  Selby,  a  native  of  Illinois,  but  of  English 
extraction.  Two  children  have  been  born  of  this  marriage,  Raymond  and  Laura, 
their  births  occurring  in  Des  Moines.  Mr.  Chambers’  fraternal  relations  are 
confined  to  Grant  Camp,  No.  108,  Modern  Woodmen  of  America,  of  which 
organization  he  is  a  charter  member.  He  is  eligible,  however,  to  the  Sons  of 
the  American  Revolution,  his  ancestors  on  both  sides  having  participated  in  the 
war  for  independence.  Mr.  Chambers  takes  pride  in  his  paternal  ancestry  the 
family  originally  coming  from  the  house  of  Cameron  of  Scotland,  from  which 
country  they  migrated  to  Tennessee  during  colonial  days. 

It  is  to  the  candidates  of  the  republican  party  that  Mr.  Chambers  accords 
his  political  support,  his  views  coinciding  with  those  of  the  more  progressive 
faction  of  that  body.  He  has  never  aspired  to  official  honors,  however,  so 
does  not  actively  participate  in  civic  affairs,  preferring  to  concentrate  his  en¬ 
ergies  upon  the  development  of  his  private  interests. 


CHIESA  &  COMPANY. 

Chiesa  &  Company  is  one  of  the  well  established  houses  of  Des  Moines.  Al¬ 
though  organized  only  five  years  ago  the  company  has  attracted  a  large  trade 
in  liquors  and  groceries,  also  representing  as  wholesale  dealers  the  Ottumwa  Brew¬ 
ing  Company.  The  officers  of  the  company  are:  T.  Aldera,  president;  V. 
Chiesa,  Gee  president;  and  P.  Chiesa,  secretary  and  treasurer. 

T.  Aldera  was  born  at  Oleggio,  province  of  Novara,  Piemonte,  Italy.  March 
2,  1864,  and  is  a  son  of  Lorenzo  and  Teresa  (Columbo)  Aldera.  He  received 
his  early  education  in  the  schools  of  his  native  land  and  in  1882  came  to  America 
and  spent  a  short  time  at  Toronto,  Canada.  He  then  returned  home  and  served 
twenty-two  months  in  the  Italian  army,  at  the  expiration  of  which  time  he  once 
more  crossed  the  ocean  and,  about  1888,  arrived  in  Omaha,  where  he  spent  four 
years.  He  then  went  to  Butte,  Montana,  and  was  connected  with  the  smelt 
business  for  two  years.  In  1896  he  came  to  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  where  he  en¬ 
gaged  in  business  for  five  years,  after  which  he  was  in  the  hotel  business  at 
Omaha  for  four  years.  In  1905  he  visited  his  old  home  in  Italy  and  after  one 
year  returned  to  Des  Moines  and  became  identified  with  the  firm  of  which  he 
is  now  president.  In  1901  Mr.  Aldera  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Jennie 
Meda,  daughter  of  John  and  Teresa  Meda,  and  to  this  union  five  children  have 
been  born,  four  of  whom  are  now  living,  namely:  Paul,  Madeline,  John,  and 
Antony.  Mr.  Aldera  and  his  family  are  all  identified  with  the  Catholic  church 
and  he  is  a  valued  member  of  the  Eagles. 

Vincent  Chiesa,  vice  president  of  Chiesa  &  Company,  is  a  native  of  San 
Lorenzo,  Province  of  Udine,  Italy,  born  June  16,  1870,  and  a  son  of  John  and 
Santa  (Beltrame)  Chiesa.  He  attended  the  schools  of  San  Lorenzo  and  grew 
up  under  the  paternal  roof  serving,  as  he  approached  manhood,  for  twenty-one 
months  and  fourteen  days  in  the  Italian  army.  At  the  age  of  twenty-two,  in 
1892,  he  emigrated  to  America,  coming  direct  to  Des  Moines,  and  for  about 
a  year  was  in  the  employ  of  J.  B.  McGarrish,  a  brick  manufacturer  and  general 
contractor.  In  1893  he  went  to  the  Pacific  coast  and  was  employed  in  Cali¬ 
fornia  in  smelting  works  for  one  year,  after  which  he  returned  to  Des  Moines. 
In  1901  he  went  to  Hot  Springs,  Arkansas,  but  two  years  later  again  took  up 
his  residence  in  Des  Moines,  where  he  has  since  remained,  becoming  one  of  the 
organizers  of  Chiesa  &  Company  in  1906.  On  April  18,  1897,  he  was  married 
to  Miss  Sabina  Bassi,  daughter  of  Angelo  and  Marial  (Baruzzini)  Bassi.  Their 
home  has  been  brightened  by  the  birth  of  one  son,  Marco,  who  is  now  thirteen 
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years  of  age.  The  family  are  all  members  of  the  Catholic  church  and  Mr.  Chiesa 
is  identified  with  the  Eagles  and  the  Red  Men. 

Peter  Chiesa,  secretary  and  treasurer  of  Chiesa  &  Company,  has  the  same 
family  name  as  the  vice  president  of  the  company  but  is  not  a  relative  of  his. 
He  was  born  in  San  Lorenzo,  Province  of  Udine,  Italy,  January  25,  1883,  and 
is  the  son  of  Lewis  and  Teresa  (Chiesa)  Chiesa.  The  ancestry  of  this  family 
has  been  traced  back  for  a  period  of  five  hundred  years  in  Italy.  Mr.  Chiesa 
arrived  in  America  April  18,  1900,  and  came  to  Des  Moines,  being  then  seven¬ 
teen  years  of  age.  He  received  his  early  education  in  his  native  country,  but 
has  since  greatly  broadened  his  knowledge  by  observation  and  experience.  His 
first  employment  at  Des  Moines  was  under  Mr.  McGarrish  in  his  brick  manu¬ 
facturing  plant.  After  eighteen  months  with  this  concern  he  became  connected 
with  the  Italian  Importing  Company,  wholesale  grocers,  and  gained  a  pretty  good 
general  idea  of  the  grocery  business.  About  1902  he  associated  with  Harry 
Ponzeline  in  the  confectionery  and  fruit  business  for  nine  months,  when  their 
place  was  burned  out.  Lie  then  entered  the  employ  of  Peter  Dapolonia,  a  whole¬ 
sale  liquor  dealer,  but  on  account  of  ill  health  resigned  in  October,  1903,  and 
went  into  the  pool  and  billiard  business.  Since  the  organization  of  Chiesa  & 
Company  he  has  been  one  of  its  prominent  factors.  He  has  two  brothers — 
Valentine,  who  lives  in  Germany,  and  Lewis,  who  is  working  for  Chiesa  & 
Company.  Mr.  Chiesa  is  an  active  member  of  the  Red  Men  and  also  of  the 
Guiseppe  Garabaldi  Society,  an  Italian  fraternal  organization  of  this  city. 

The  company  maintains  three  stores  in  the  city,  located  respectively  at  No. 
222  West  Court  avenue,  No.  423  West  Second  street,  and  No.  101  East  Locust 
street.  On  account  of  the  energy  and  ability  displayed  by  its  management  the 
business  has  shown  steady  growth  from  the  start  and  today  Chiesa  &  Company 
is  one  of  the  highly  flourishing  concerns  of  the  city.  The  officers  of  the  company 
are  all  men  of  experience  and  energy  and  recognized  by  their  associates  as 
being  in  a  high  degree  competent  and  reliable. 


JOHN  EVANS. 

The  unusual  managerial  powers  exhibited  by  John  Evans  in  the  direction 
of  the  Coliseum  has  served  to  bring  him  quite  prominently  before  the  citizens 
of  Des  Moines,  in  which  city  he  was  born  on  the  18th  of  October,  1883.  The 
father,  David  Evans,  was  born  in  South  Wales  in  1853,  but  the  mother,  who  prior 
to  her  marriage  was  Sophia  Kahler,  is  a  native  of  Germany,  her  birth  occurring 
in  Lubeck  in  1858.  The  parents  came  to  Des  Moines  in  1883,  where  the  father 
opened  a  restaurant  and  which  he  continued  to  conduct  until  he  passed  away 
in  1910.  The  mother  is  still  living  and  now  makes  her  home  in  California.  Three 
children  were  born  of  this  union,  those  aside  from  our  subject  being:  Lewis  J., 
who  is  married  and  residing  in  Des  Moines;  and  Annie,  who  is  in  California 
with  her  mother. 

In  the  acquirement  of  his  education  John  Evans  was  first  a  pupil  in  the 
private  school  of  Miss  Rachael  C.  Clarke,  following  which  he  attended  the  city 
high  school.  After  completing  his  education  he  assisted  his  father  for  a  time 
in  the  management  of  the  restaurant  at  Fourth  and  Walnut  streets.  He  with¬ 
drew  from  this  business  venture  in  1905  to  engage  in  newspaper  work,  his  first 
position  being  on  the  Capital,  with  which  journal  he  was  identified  for  two 
years.  He  then  went  to  Washington,  D.  C.,  being  employed  on  the  Times  for 
a  year,  following  which  he  became  night  city  editor  of  the  Chicago  Inter-Ocean  for 
a  similar  period,  after  which  he  returned  to  Des  Moines  to  assume  the  manage¬ 
ment  of  the  Coliseum,  which  has  since  yielded  larger  dividends  than  any  similar 
structure  in  the  United  States,  having  paid  nine  per  cent  on  the  outstanding 
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stock  in  ten  months,  which  is  three  times  the  profit  netted  by  any  other  coliseum 
in  a  year.  This  building  was  constructed  under  the  direction  and  supervision 
of  the  Greater  Des  Moines  Committee,  the  money  being  raised  by  subscription 
from  the  citizens.  The  company,  which  is  now  incorporated,  contains  six  hun¬ 
dred  stockholders.  It  is  a  well  and  substantially  constructed  building  containing, 
on  the  mail  floor,  nineteen  thousand  square  feet  of  floor  space  and  twenty-eight 
booths  covering  an  additional  seven  thousand  square  feet,  thus  making  the 
total  area  of  the  floor  twenty-six  thousand  square  feet. 

On  the  1 2th  of  July,  1910,  Mr.  Evans  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Aimee 
Marguerite  Loizeaux,  a  native  of  Dysart,  Iowa,  and  a  daughter  of  C.  J.  and 
Olive  (Roberts)  Loizeaux,  residents  of  Des  Moines,  where  the  father,  who  is 
a  physician,  is  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  profession.  Mr.  Evans  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Ad  Men’s  Club,  while  his  political  support  is  accorded  to  the  republican 
party. 


HENRY  COX,  M.  D. 

Although  nearly  a  quarter  of  a  century  has  passed  since  the  grave  closed 
upon  the  mortal  remains  of  Dr.  Henry  Cox,  his  memory  is  cherished  by  rela¬ 
tives  and  friends  whom  he  strongly  attracted  by  his  noble  qualities.  He  made 
his  home  in  Des  Moines  for  twenty-one  years  and  died  February  1,  1887,  having 
gained  recognition  as  one  of  the  most  talented  and  respected  physicians  of  the 
city.  He  was  born  in  Preble  .  county,  Ohio,  September  21,  1821.  and  was  a 
son  of  David  J.  and  Rosanna  (Bake)  Cox. 

Before  Mayflower  days  representatives  of  the  Cox  family  were  living  in 
America,  William  Cox  having  come  to  this  country  in  the  Godspede  in  1610, 
three  years  after  the  settlement  at  Jamestown,  Virginia.  In  the  early  Indian 
Avars  the  family  took  their  part  ATaliantly  and  Robert  Cox  of  Marblehead,  was 
engaged  in  King  Philip’s  war  in  1675.  Thomas  Cox,  the  great-grandfather  of 
Dr.  Henry  Cox  was  one  of  the  proprietors  of  East  New  Jersey  in  1670.  His 
estate  was  one  of  the  most  valuable  in  the  colony  and  from  its  richness  was 
called  “Cream  Ridge,”  a  name  handed  down  to  posterity  by  a  postoffice  in  its 
immediate  vicinity,  at  Avhich  some  of  his  descendants  still  receive  their  mail. 
“Box  Grove,”  the  ancestral  home,  saw  the  beginning  of  the  home  life  of  five 
generations  of  the  Cox  family. 

General  James,  Cox,  the  grandfather  of  Dr.  Cox,  was  born  in  1753  and  served 
his  country  in  various  honorable  positions.  He  enlisted  as  a  prrvate  in  the 
First  New  Jersey  Militia  and  was  promoted  to  lieutenant  in  the  same  regiment, 
and  later  became  a  general,  sending  until  the  close  of  the  Revolutionary  war. 
He  Avas  engaged  in  the  battles  of  BrandvAvine,  GermantoAvn  and  Monmouth,  the 
last  named  being  fought  within  a  feAv  miles  of  his  home  in  New  Jersey.  He  Avas 
also  a  member  of  the  NeAv  Jersey  legislature  for  eight  years,  Avas  speaker  of 
the  house  four  years,  and  later  elected  to  the  congress  of  the  Lmited  States. 
He  died  a  short  time  before  the  Avar  of  1812,  while  still  a  member  of  congress. 
Among  the  distinguished  members  of  this  family  Avas  Samuel  S.  Cox  (Avidely 
knoAvn  as  “Sunset”  Cox),  Avho  Avas  a  prominent  lawyer,  author,  congressman 
and  minister  to  Turkey.  He  Avas  a  cousin  of  Dr.  Cox  of  this  review. 

David  J.  Cox,  the  father  of  our  subject,  Avas  born  in  NeAV  Jersey  in  1792  and 
Avas  one  of  a  family  of  thirteen  children.  Elis  life  Avas  deA^oted  to  the  ministry", 
becoming  a  pioneer  Methodist  preacher  in  the  wilds  of  Ohio  and  later  living 
in  Decatur  county,  Indiana.  He  Avas  an  accomplished  scholar  and  Avas  the 
OAvner  of  a  noted  library,  being  said  to  have  the  finest  collection  of  books  within 
a  radius  of  one  hundred  miles. 

Henry  Cox  received  his  early  education  in  the  district  schools  and  after  at¬ 
taining  his  majority  engaged  in  the  drug  business  in  Indiana.  Being  attracted 
to  the  medical  profession,  he  entered  the  Ohio  Medical  College  at  Cincinnati, 
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graduating  with  the  degree  of  M.  D.  in  1853.  He  began  practice  in  Hendrick 
county,  Indiana,  and  continued  in  that  state  until  after  the  Civil  war.  He  was 
a  personal  friend  of  Governor  Oliver  P.  Morton  and  at  the  time  of  the  war 
was  appointed  surgeon  on  his  staff.  He  also  served  in  the  medical  department 
of  the  army  but  declined  remuneration  for  his  services.  He  stood  ready  at  all 
times  to  respond  to  any  call  that  was  made  upon  him  to  advance  the  interests 
of  his  state  or  nation.  He  rendered  valuable  aid  after  the  battles  of  Shiloh, 
Corinth  and  Vicksburg  and  at  the  close  of  the  war  he  and  his  wife  gave  a 
banquet  at  their  home  to  two  hundred  soldiers,  which  was  one  of  the  notable 
events  of  the  time.  It  was  in  1866  that  he  and  his  family  removed  to  Des 
Moines,  and  in  a  few  years  he  became  widely  known  in  this  state  on  account  of 
his  skill  as  a  physician  and  his  remarkable  ability  in  attracting  friends. 

In  1846,  at  Hillsboro,  Highland  county,  Ohio,  Dr.  Cox  was  married  to  Miss 
Catherine  Beatty,  and  they  became  the  parents  of  six  children,  namely:  Mary 
Ida.  who  is  now  the  widow  of  Dr.  T.  W.  Adams  of  Des  Moines ;  Eliza,  the 
wife  of  W.  F.  Mitchell,  of  the  same  city:  James  Edgar,  of  Long  Beach,  Cali¬ 
fornia;  Cassius  M.,  also  of  California;  Elmer  Elsworth,  of  Long  Beach;  and 
Frank  A.,  who  died  in  infancy. 

Mrs.  Cox  was  born  in  Highland  county,  Ohio,  October  6,  1823,  and  is  a 
daughter  of  Captain  Andrew  Beatty,  an  officer  in  the  Revolutionary  war.  Her 
mother,  who  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Sarah  Judith  Carter,  was  a  member  of  a 
noted  Virginia  family  and  was  named  in  honor  of  the  wife  of  Robert  Carter, 
popularly  called  King  Carter,  on  account  of  the  almost  regal  state  in  which  he 
lived.  She  was  left  a  widow  with  ten  daughters,  who  became  the  wives  of  men 
prominent  both  in  professional  and  business  life,  and  it  was  her  privilege  to 
visit  them  in  their  various  homes.  Airs.  Cox  possesses  exceptional  talent  as  a 
writer  and  is  the  author  of  many  beautiful  poems  now  in  possession  of  her 
children.  She  makes  her  home  with  her  daughter,  Mrs.  Mitchell,  and  has 
reached  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-eight  years,  a  very  large  part  of  her  life 
having  been  devoted  to  promoting  the  comfort  and  happiness  of  others.  She 
has  been  a  consistent  member  of  the  Methodist  church  for  seventy-four  years, 
was  one  of  the  founders  and  the  first  president  of  the  Children’s  Home  in 

Des  Moines  and  for  a  number  of  years  was  also  president  of  the  Woman’s 

Christian  Temperance  Union  and  a  personal  friend  of  Frances  E.  Willard. 

Mrs.  Mitchell  came  to  Iowa  with  her  parents  in  1866,  arriving  in  Des  Moines  in 
a  stage  coach,  as  the  railroad  had  not  been  built  into  the  city  although  it  was  com¬ 
pleted  later  in  the  same  year.  In  1875  she  was  united  in  marriage  to  W.  F. 
Mitchell.  She  has  been  very  prominent  in  philanthropic  and  society  circles  and 
is  an  ardent  member  of  Abigail  Adams  Chapter  of  the  Daughters  of  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Revolution  and  has  served  as  a  member  of  the  board  of  managers  of 
this  organization.  Mrs.  Mitchell  has  had  many  honors  in  club  circles,  having 
been  president  and  charter  member  of  the  Review  Club,  president  of  the  Des 
Moines  Women’s  Club  two  years,  and  it  was  during  her  administration  that 
the  Hoyt  Sherman  place  came  into  the  club’s  possession.  She  also  served  as 

president  of  the  Des  Moines  Federation  of  Women’s  Clubs  and  was  a  member 

of  the  public  library  board  for  eleven  years.  On  the  occasion  of  the  visit  of 
Hon.  William  laft  to  Iowa,  prior  to  his  election  to  the  presidency,  he  was  the 
principal  speaker  at  three  meetings  in  Des  Moines,  the  first  of  these  being  a 
woman’s  meeting  presided  over  by  Mrs.  Mitchell.  Later  she  received  a  personal 
letter  from  Mr.  Taft  complimenting  her  on  her  success  on  that  occasion  and 
saying  that  the  meeting  over  which  she  presided  made  upon  his  mind  the 
deepest  impression  of  any  public  gathering  that  he  had  ever  attended. 

In  1852  Dr.  Cox  traveled  extensively  over  the  west  and,  foreseeing  the 
great  advance  in  population  and  the  demands  for  homes,  purchased  five  hun¬ 
dred  acres  of  land  in  this  state,  which  was  in  possession  of  the  family  until 
a  few  years  ago.  He  was  a  man  of  strong  convictions,  fearless  in  the  expression 
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of  his  views  and  a  lover  of  the  republic  and  his  fellowmen.  He  was  a  strong 
abolitionist  in  the  years  preceding  the  Civil  war  and  did  not  hesitate  to  assist 
escaping  slaves  on  their  way  to  Canada  over  the  underground  railroad.  During 
the  war  his  home,  which  was  a  large  brick  colonial  structure,  sheltered  many 
fleeing  families,  and  the  garret  was  a  storehouse  for  the  armament  in  readiness 
for  the  protection  of  the  county  seat  of  Danville,  Indiana.  He  was  tireless  in 
his  efforts  to  relieve  the  wants  of  the  poor  and  deserving,  but  never  publicly 
made  known  his  good  works,  preferring  above  all  else  the  approval  of  an  edu¬ 
cated  conscience.  In  the  full  sense  of  the  word  he  was  an  upright  man  and 
of  him  it  may  be  truly  said  he  left  the  world  better  for  his  having  lived  in  it. 


MIER  ADELMAN. 

In  enumerating  the  natives  of  Russia  who  have  become  citizens  of  Des 
Moines  mention  should  be  made  of  Mier  Adelman,  who  has  been  engaged  in 
business  in  this  city  for  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century.  He  is  of  Hebrew 
parentage  and  was  born  on  the  6th  of  July,  1849.  He  was  educated  in  the 
government  schools  of  his  native  land  and  after  laying  aside  his  text-books  he 
was  employed  as  clerk  in  a  logging  business.  Feeling  life  in  Russia  was  no 
longer  tolerable,  he  and  his  wife  emigrated  to  the  United  States  in  1882,  and 
upon  arriving  in  this  country  they  made  their  way  westward  to  Des  Moines, 
where  after  traveling  one  year  he  engaged  in  the  meat  business  for  nineteen 
years.  In  1903  he  embarked  in  the  grocery  business  with  his  son.  He  possesses 
all  of  the  thrift,  perseverance  and  sagacity  which  characterizes  his  people  and 
by  his  own  efforts  has  acquired  a  nice  business  and  some  property  since  settling 
here. 

Before  leaving  his  native  land  in  1881  Mr.  Adelman  and  Miss  Leba  Tocker 
were  united  in  marriage.  Six  children  have  been  born  to  them :  Ethel,  who  is 
an  actress ;  Abraham,  engaged  in  business  with  his  father ;  Rosie,  who  is  a 
school  teacher;  Jennie,  the  wife  of  H.  B.  Gray,  of  Des  Moines;  Ruth,  also  on 
the  stage ;  and  Isadore,  a  student  in  high  school.  Mr.  Adelman  has  given  all  of 
his  children  the  advantages  of  a  good  education  and  fitted  them  to  be  self-sup¬ 
porting  and  useful  members  of  society. 

The  family  are  affiliated  with  the  Sixth  Street  Jewish  synagogue  and  Mr. 
Adelman  is  also  a  member  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  being 
a  past  noble  grand  in  this  organization,  as  well  as  of  the  Modern  Woodmen  of 
America  and  the  Maccabees,  while  he  is  president  of  the  Order  Bret  Abraham. 
He  has  always  taken  an  active  and  helpful  interest  in  all  benevolent  and  char¬ 
itable  orgnizations  instituted  for  the  relief  of  the  Hebrew  race  and  has  con¬ 
tributed  liberally  toward  their  maintenance,  in  proportion  to  his  circumstances. 

Mr.  Adelman  has  never  had  cause  to  regret  becoming  a  citizen  of  the  United 
States,  having  met  with  more  than  average  success  in  his  ventures  here,  and  in 
addition  to  his  well  established  business  owns  a  very  pleasant  and  comfortable 
home.  He  is  held  in  high  esteem  by  those  with  whom  he  comes  in  contact  and 
is  regarded  as  a  capable  and  reliable  business  man. 


JOSEPH  ANKENY. 

Woven  into  the  history  of  Des  Moines  is  the  record  of  the  Ankeny  family. 
Not  only  have  representatives  of  the  name  borne  a  part  in  the  business  develop¬ 
ment  of  this  city  but  even  a  more  important  part  in  developing  the  social 
atmosphere  and  stimulating  the  intellectual  and  moral  culture  upon  which  the 
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fabric  of  city  life  is  built.  It  was  in  November,  1867,  that  Joseph  Ankeny  and 
his  wife,  Harriet  (Giese)  Ankeny  came  to  Iowa,  although  in  1854  Mr.  Ankeny 
had  entered  land  near  what  is  now  the  town  of  Ankeny.  The  family  is 
descended  from  French  Huguenot  ancestry,  the  name  being  originally  written 
Angene.  Representatives  of  the  name  went  to  Germany  in  the  days  of  Protes¬ 
tant  persecution  in  France  and  from  the  fatherland  emigration  was  made  to 
Lancaster  county,  Pennsylvania,  and  thence  to  Maryland.  De  Walt  Ankeny, 
or  Angene,  came  to  the  new  world  in  the  ship  Neptune  from  Rotterdam  in 
October,  1746,  in  the  company  of  his  uncle,  Casper  De  Walt.  He  was  eighteen 
years  of  age.  Two  brothers,  Nicholas  and  Theabold,  had  preceded  him.  The 
first  record  of  land  owned  by  the  family  shows  that  it  was  in  Lancaster  county, 
Pennsylvania.  Other  records  indicate  purchases  of  property  in  other  parts  of 
Pennsylvania  and  Maryland.  De  Walt  Ankeny  lived  near  Clear  Spring,  Mary¬ 
land,  and  married  Mary  Jane  Dorner,  who  came  to  America  with  her  father, 
Thomas  Dorner,  and  two  brothers,  Christian  and  Peter.  To  this  union  were 
born  two  sons,  Christian  and  Peter.  After  the  death  of  his  first  wife  De  Walt 
Ankeny  married  Margaret  Friedline  and  had  ten  children,  including:  John, 
Henry,  David,  George,  Jacob,  Mary  and  Elizabeth.  Peter,  the  second  son  of 
De  Walt  and  Mary  Jane  (Dorner)  Ankeny,  was  born  March  6,  1751.  He 
married  Rosina  Bonnet,  whose  father,  Jean  Bonnet,  was  the  proprietor  of  the 
first  inn  west  of  the  Alleghanies  on  Forbes  Road.  They  crossed  the  mountains 
on  horseback  into  Pennsylvania  about  1773,  where  he  had  bought  a  large  tract 
of  land  called  “The  Manor.”  He  was  one  of  the  proprietors  of  the  town  of 
Somerset  and  gave  to  the  village  a  site  for  a  school  and  churchyard,  and  left 
to  each  of  his  ten  children  a  farm.  The  record  of  his  children  is  as  follows: 
Catherine,  who  gave  her  hand  in  marriage  to  Peter  Meyers ;  Elizabeth,  the  wife 
of  Michael  Hugus ;  Rosina,  who  wedded  George  Shaver;  Susanna,  the  wife  of 
Andrew  Stewart;  Peter;  John;  Jacob  and  Henry,  twins;  Isaac;  and  Joseph. 

The  birth  of  Joseph  Ankeny  occurred  in  Somerset,  Pennsylvania,  June  30, 
1802,  and  he  was  only  two  years  of  age  when  he  lost  his  father.  He  did  not 
attend  school  after  he  reached  the  age  of  thirteen  years.  In  the  school  of 
experience,  however,  he  mastered  life’s  valuable  lessons,  and  became  recognized 
as  a  man  of  affairs,  manifesting  keen  insight  into  business  situations.  In  early 
life  he  managed  a  general  store  for  his  brother-in-law,  Peter  Meyers,  in  Ligonier, 
Pennsylvania.  In  1820  he  went  down  the  Ohio  river  from  Pittsburg  on  a  raft. 
The  waters  were  swollen  by  the  spring  floods  and  very  treacherous  and  the 
banks  were  lined  with  dense  forests  inhabited  by  Indians.  His  brother  John 
had  previously  taken  his  family  to  Brownsville,  Illinois,  to  which  point  he 
made  his  way.  He  afterward  returned  to  Pennsylvania  and  also  spent  some 
time  with  an  uncle,  Colonel  John  Bonnet,  in  Westmoreland  county,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania. 

On  the  29th  of  July,  1823,  in  Berlin,  Pennsylvania,  Joseph  Ankeny  married 
Harriet  Susannah  Giese,  a  daughter  of  the  Rev.  Henry  Giese,  who  came  to  the 
United  States  in  177^-  He  was  an  early  missionary  and  poineer  minister  of 
the  German  Reformed  church  and  from  1795  until  1838  was  pastor  of  the  church 
at  Berlin.  He  possessed  great  influence  among  the  people  of  his  congregation. 
He  was  a  man  of  imposing  presence,  possessed  a  fine  voice  and  played  upon 
several  different  musical  instruments.  He  had  been  educated  in  Marburg  Uni¬ 
versity,  Germany,  for  the  practice  of  medicine  and  had  come  to  the  new  world 
with  the  Hessian  army  in  1 776.  He  married  Anna  Maria  Baker  near  Fred- 
ericktown,  Maryland.  As  her  parents  opposed  her  going  to  Germany  to  live, 
Rev.  Giese  suffered  disinheritance  for  her  sake,  remaining  a  resident  of  the 
new  world.  She  was  a  woman  of  beautiful  and  amiable  character,  who  proved 
of  great  assistance  to  her  husband  in  his  labors  in  the  ministry.  Rev.  Giese 
had  several  children.  His  son,  Valentine  Giese,  born  in  Lovettsville,  Virginia, 
in  178s,  was  captain  of  the  Fayette  Countv  Blues  of  Pennsylvania  in  the  war 
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of  1812  and  escorted  La  Fayette  through  that  county  when  the  French  general 
revisited  America  in  1824.  He  was  also  an  intimate  friend  of  General  Jackson 
and  visited  at  the  White  House.  Others  of  the  family  were:  Mrs.  Catherine 
Loar  Herbert;  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Lowry;  Mrs.  Anna  Maria  Ream;  John  Giese,  a 
Methodist  minister;  Mrs.  Harriet  S.  Ankeny;  and  a  half-sister,  Mrs.  Margaret 
Compton. 

Following  the  marriage  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Joseph  Ankeny  they  lived  for 
several  years  on  the  home  farm  in  Somerset,  Pennsylvania.  In  1831,  however, 
they  moved  westward  to  Ohio  with  “the  best  equipped  outfit  that  ever  left 
Somerset  county  for  the  new  northwest.”  For  a  year  they  lived  upon  a  farm 
in  Holmes  county,  Ohio,  and  then  took  up  their  abode  in  Millersburg,  where 
he  occupied  a  position  among  the  leading  merchants  of  the  village  for  more 
than  two  decades,  during  which  period  he  made  frequent  trips  by  stage  and 
horseback  to  New  York,  Philadelphia,  Baltimore  and  to  New  England  factory 
towns  to  purchase  goods.  He  was  also  associated  with  others  in  the  ownership 
and  operation  of  a  large  flour  mill,  which  was  later  destroyed  by  fire.  He 
always  owned  farms  and  became  interested  in  the  west,  purchasing  lands  in 
Ohio,  Illinois  and  Iowa.  With  his  wife  he  often  drove  to  the  leading  towns 
of  Ohio  to  attend  fairs  and  Masonic  festivals.  He  was  initiated  into  the 
Masonic  fraternity  December  1,  1823,  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  years  and  six 
months.  This  was  at  the  height  of  the  Morgan  excitement.  He  served  as 
warden  and  worshipful  master  of  Lodge  No.  84,  and  in  1845  became  a  charter 
member  of  Spartan  Lodge,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  of  Millersburg,  Ohio,  in  which  he 
served  as  first  senior  warden  and  as  treasurer.  In  1854  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ankeny 
visited  the  Crystal  Palace,  established  by  P.  T.  Barnum  in  New  York.  A  pro¬ 
gressive  spirit  characterized  them  always  and  made  them  leaders  in  the  social 
as  well  as  the  business  circles  of  the  communities  in  which  they  lived.  Mr. 
Ankeny  was  also  prominent  in  political  affairs.  From  1834  until  1836  he 
represented  Holmes  county  in  the  Ohio  legislature  and  on  the  13th  of  February, 
1838,  was  appointed  postmaster  of  Millersburg.  He  was  one  of  the  electors 
who  carried  the  Ohio  vote  to  Washington  at  the  time  of  Lincoln’s  first  election 
and  returned  home  convinced  from  his  conversation  with  Vice  President 
Breckenridge  that  war  was  inevitable,  the  feeling  being  so  greatly  strained  all 
over  the  country.  He  had  been  reared  in  the  democratic  faith.  He  disapproved 
of  slavery  but  was  not  then  an  abolitionist.  However,  he  voted  for  Fremont 
and  was  a  devoted  Lincoln  man.  He  was  a  constant  reader  of  the  New  York 
Tribune,  published  by  Horace  Greeley,  and  remained  during  the  dangerous 
times  a  faithful  and  fearless  patriot,  uncompromising  in  his  support  of  what 
he  believed  to  be  right.  Feeling  ran  high  in  those  days  but  time  softened  this 
and  estrangements  then  begun  were  forgotten  and  forgiven  in  the  renewed 
friendships  of  later  years. 

When  in  Pennsylvania  Mr.  Ankeny  was  commissioned  by  Governor  J.  Andrew 
.Schulze  as  lieutenant  colonel  of  the  Allegheny  Jackson  Legion  of  the  State 
Militia,  Second  Brigade  of  the  Twelfth  Division,  composed  of  counties  Bedford, 
Somerset  and  Cambria.  He  served  until  he  moved  to  Ohio.  His  commission 
was  dated  at  Harrisburg,  August  3,  1828.  Following  his  removal  to  Ohio  he 
was  commissioned,  July  4,  1834,  a  brigadier  general  of  the  Ohio  Militia  at  a 
time  when  muster  days  were  important  events.  The  horse  he  rode  while  en¬ 
gaged  in  military  duty  became  celebrated  for  his  ability  to  stand  fire  without 
flinching.  Mr.  Ankeny  was  an  advocate  of  the  Union  cause  and  while  he  had 
passed  the  age  limit  for  soldier  duty  at  the  front,  was  a  stalwart  advocate  of 
the  war  policy  and  a  most  earnest  champion  of  President  Lincoln.  In  fact 
his  feeling  for  the  martyr  president  transcended  mere  admiration.  Both  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Ankeny  held  to  the  oldtime  customs  of  hospitality,  their  home  ever 
being  open  for  the  reception  of  friend  and  stranger.  They  were  possessors  of 
the  first  piano  in  Millersburg  and  their  household  was  the  center  of  many 
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delightful  social  affairs.  They  never  grew  old  in  spirit  but  mingled  among  the 
younger  people  who  delighted  in  their  companionship.  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Ankeny  had  been  reared  in  the  German  Reformed  faith  but  while  living  in 
Millersburg  Mrs.  Ankeny  became  a  member  of  the  Church  of  Christ. 

In  the  year  1854  Air.  Ankeny  visited  Iowa  and  entered  land  in  the  vicinity 
of  what  is  now  the  town  of  Ankeny,  so  named  in  honor  of  his  son,  John 
Fletcher  Ankeny.  In  1867  he  brought  his  family  to  this  state.  The  new  farm 
was  fenced  and  improved  and  an  orchard  was  set  out.  He  was  deeply  inter¬ 
ested  in  horticulture  and  did  much  to  promote  fruit-raising  in  Ohio  as  well  as 
Iowa.  Following  their  arrival  in  Des  Moines  the  family  lived  with  .the  eldest 
daughter,  Mrs.  Susanna  Barcroft,  until  1871,  when  at  the 'corner  of  Tenth  and 
Locust  streets  the  Ankeny  home  was  established  and  became,  as  did  the  Millers¬ 
burg  home,  the  center  of  warm-hearted  hospitality.  Across  the  road  from  their 
home  was  a  cornfield  and  an  orchard  which  Mr.  Ankeny  greatly  desired  to  see 
converted  into  a  park,  but  when  the  city  father  said  “the  project  was  to  en¬ 
hance  the  value  of  his  own  property”  Mr.  Ankeny  withdrew  the  offer  of  a  gift 
of  five  hundred  dollars  which  he  had  made  for  that  purpose,  as  did  also  C.  H. 
Getchell,  who  lived  on  Ninth  street. 

On  the  29th  of  July,  1873,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ankeny  celebrated  the  fiftieth 
anniversary  of  their  marriage,  on  which  occasion  their  numerous  descendants 
gathered  about  them  and  there  were  recounted  many  interesting  events  of  the 
wedding  day  of  fifty  years  before,  when  the  bride  had  been  attired  in  a  white 
silk  gown,  trimmed  with  a  lace  ruff,  part  of  which  is  still  a  treasured  relic  in 
the  family.  After  the  ceremony  they  had  ridden  horseback  over  the  mountain 
road  from  Berlin  to  Somerset,  a  distance  of  nine  miles,  accompanied  by  nine 
couples  to  attend  the  infare  held  the  following  day  for  the  newly  wedded  pair. 
The  wedding  gifts  of  1823  included  a  set  of  chairs,  chests  of  linen,  tables  and. 
bureaus  of  quaint  style  which  are  now  cherished  as  heirlooms  by  their  descend¬ 
ants.  Some  of  the  old  books  and  a  time-worn  German  Bible  have  been  donated 
to  the  Iowa  Historical  department.  The  death  of  Mr.  Ankeny  occurred  May 
iq,  1876.  He  was  a  man  of  most  positive  character,  strong  in  his  convictions, 
his  opinions,  however,  being  the  result  of  careful  consideration.  His  was  a 
splendid  record  of  a  self-made  man,  honorable  in  every  relation  of  life.  Mrs. 
Ankeny  survived  until  1897,  reaching  the  advanced  age  of  ninety-six  years  and 
three  months.  Her  memory  is  enshrined  in  the  hearts  not  only  of  her  children, 
grandchildren  and  great-grandchildren  but  of  all  who  knew  her.  Her  life  was 
an  insipration  to  those  with  whom  she  came  in  contact  and  her  influence  remains 
as  a  blessed  benediction  to  all.  A  lady  of  natural  culture  and  refinement,  her 
life  was  filled  with  good  deeds  and  actuated  by  high  and  noble  purposes. 

The  family  of  Joseph  and  Harriet  Ankeny  consisted  of  eight  children.  John 
Fletcher,  the  eldest,  was  born  in  Somerset  county,  Pennsylvania,  May  6,  1824, 
on  the  farm  owned  by  his  grandfather  and  where  his  father  also  was  born. 
He  was  seven  years  of  age  when  the  family  removed  to  Millersburg,  Ohio. 
When  fifteen  years  of  age  he  went  with  a  surveying  party  on  the  Maumee 
canal  in  the  Black  river  country.  He  began  the  study  of  medicine  with  Dr. 
Jacob  Yoorhees  and  later  attended  medical  college  in  Cincinnati.  He  began 
practice  with  Dr.  McNeal  at  Canal  Dover,  Ohio,  but  in  1846  removed  to  Ken¬ 
ton,  where  he  practiced  his  profession  and  served  as  postmaster.  In  1849 
went  to  California  and  became  clerk  of  the  first  legislature  of  that  state.  After 
visiting  the  Hawaiian  islands  he  returned  to  Freeport,  Illinois,  in  1854  and  in 
1856  married  Miss  Sallie  Wolgamot,  of  Millersburg,  Ohio.  He  was  associated 
with  Lincoln  in  the  campaign  of  i860  and  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Illinois 
legislature  from  Stephenson  county.  In  1869  m°ved  with  his  family  to  Des 
Moines  and  in  1872  became  a  member  of  the  city  council.  He  was  the  founder 
of  the  town  of  Ankeny  and  was  one  of  the  promoters  and  stockholders  of  the 
Minnesota  Narrow  Gauge  Railroad,  now  a  branch  of  the  Northwestern.  In 
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1882  he  purchased  a  large  tract  of  land  on  Indian  river  in  Brevard  county, 
Florida,  and  founded  the  town  of  Ankona  Heights.  On  one  of  his  trips  south 
he  was  taken  seriously  ill  and  died  at  Stark,  Florida,  in  1886.  His  remains 
were  brought  back  to  Des  Moines  for  interment  in  Woodland  cemetery.  He 
was  a  man  of  genial  disposition,  of  strong  intellectuality,  probably  ahead  of  his 
time.  There  were  four  daughters  in  his  family :  Florence,  married  George  P. 
Russell,  and  has  a  son,  Fletcher  Ankeny  Russell,  living  at  Ankona,  Florida; 
Mary  Bird,  married  Benson  E.  Israel  and  has  a  son,  William  Dwight  Israel; 
Harriet  Giese,  married  Delos  W.  Mott,  of  Hampton,  Iowa ;  and  Susanna  be¬ 
came  the  wife  of  Ernest  W.  Brown  and  the  mother  of  two  sons,  Emerson 
Ankeny,  who  died  in  infancy,  and  Robert  Ankeny  Brown. 

Peter  De  Walt,  the  second  son  of  Joseph  Ankeny,  was  born  February  3, 
1826,  on  the  old  farm  at  Somerset,  Pennsylvania.  He  was  educated  at  Kenyon 
College,  Gambier,  Ohio,  and  was  lieutenant  of  Company  B,  Fourth  Ohio  Regi¬ 
ment  in  the  Mexican  war.  He  studied  law  and  practiced  in  Ohio  but  afterward 
came  to  Iowa  and  developed  a  farm  near  Berwick,  which  he  still  owns  although 
he  is  now  living  in  Ankona,  Florida.  He  married  Miss  Ellen  Lorah  at  Atlantic, 
Iowa.  They  have  one  son,  Paul,  and  four  daughters:  Rose  Bonnet,  wife  of 
Edgar  Lewis,  whose  home  is  in  Florida,  has  two  daughters,  Elizabeth  and 
Edna  attending  school  at  Mount  Eagle,  Tennessee.  The  other  daughters  of 
Peter  are:  Daisy,  the  wife  of  Frank  O.  Green,  of  Des  Moines;  Louise,  the 
wife  of  George  W.  Burnett,  of  Des  Moines;  and  Mabel,  the  wife  of  William 
Matthews,  of  Dubuque,  who  has  one  child,  Ellen  Louise. 

Henry  Giese,  the  third  son  of  Joseph  Ankeny,  died  at  his  home  in  Corning, 
Iowa,  March  17,  1906.  He  was  born  in  Somerset  county,  Pennsylvania,  Decem¬ 
ber  24,  1827,  and  in  1831  went  with  his  parents  to  Millersburg,  Ohio,  where  he 
grew  to  manhood.  In  1850  he  went  to  California  owing  to  the  gold  excitement, 
and  there  remained  for  five  years,  after  which  he  returned  to  Ohio.  Soon, 
however,  he  again  came  to  the  west,  settling  in  Adams  county,  Iowa.  After  a 
short  time  he  was  elected  county  clerk,  which  position  he  resigned  at  the  out¬ 
break  of  the  Civil  war  to  join  Company  H,  Fourth  Iowa  Infantry,  of  which  he 
was  elected  first  lieutenant  while  later  he  was  promoted  to  the  captaincy.  He 
was  tendered  the-  promotion  of  major  but  refused,  on  account  of  a  promise 
given  the  parents  of  his  youthful  recruits  that  he  would  never  leave  them.  He 
participated  in  twenty-eight  engagements,  among  which  were  Pea  Ridge,  Look¬ 
out  Mountain,  Chickamauga  and  A  icksburg.  It  is  said  he  was  the  first  man 
to  enter  Vicksburg  after  its  surrender  and  in  November,  1864,  was  mustered 
out.  He  then  located  on  a  farm  south  of  Quincy,  Iowa,  where  he  resided  until 
appointed  postmaster  which  necessitated  his  removal  to  Corning,  serving  under 
Presidents  Arthur  and  Harrison.  He  was  also  a  member  of  the  board  of 
supervisors  for  a  number  of  terms.  He  was  one  of  the  oldest  Masons  in  the 
county  and  was  treasurer  of  Eureka  Chapter,  R.  A.  M.,  of  Corning,  from  its 
organization  until  his  death.  He  also  served  as  a  member  of  the  Chickamauga 
and  Chattanooga  National  Military  Park  Commission  which  located  the  Iowa 
troops.  On  the  30th  of  October,  1859,  he  married  Fostina  H.  Newcomb,  and 
they  had  seven  children.  Their  eldest  son,  Joseph  Newcomb  Ankeny,  and  his 
wife,  Alma,  had  the  following  children:  Jessie  V.,  a  missionary  teacher  in 
China;  Blanche,  the  wife  of  Charles  Chapman,  of  Prescott,  Iowa;  Ralph,  of 
Sturgis,  South  Dakota ;  Helen,  Homer,  Harriett  Louise,  Florence  and  Henry 
Giese.  all  of  York,  Nebraska.  AA^arren  B.  Ankeny,  second  son  of  Henry  Giese 
Ankeny,  and  his  wife,  Osia  Joslin.  have  two  children:  Colin  Clinton  and 
Fostina,  of  Corning,  Iowa.  John  B.  Ankeny,  of  Dixon,  Nebraska,  the  third 
son,  and  his  wife,  Lou  Devore,  have  two  sons :  Chester  Devore,  and  Russell 
Barcroft.  Harry  Ankeny,  the  fourth  son,  is  deceased.  Rollin  V.  Ankeny,  the 
fifth  son,  and  his  wife,  Edyth,  have  two  children,  Harold  and  Barbara,  living 
in  Ankona,  Florida.  Dr.  Ralph  Ankeny,  the  sixth  son,  and  his  wife,  Jessie,  of 
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Marseilles,  Illinois,  have  a  son,  Ralph  Ankeny,  Jr.  Elizabeth,  wife  of  Harry  H. 
Harris,  of  Orient,  Iowa,  has  one  child,  Fostina. 

Rollin  Valentine  Ankeny,  the  fourth  son  of  Joseph  and  Harriet  (Giese) 
Ankeny,  was  born  in  Somerset,  Pennsylvania,  May  22,  1830,  on  a  farm  pre¬ 
empted  by  his  grandfather,  Captain  Peter  Ankeny.  He  attended  the  local 
schools  in  Millersburg,  Ohio,  studied  medicine  and  became  part  owner  of  a  drug 
store.  In  1853  he  married  Miss  Sarah  Irvine,  a  daughter  of  his  preceptor,  Dr. 
James  S.  Irvine.  In  1856  he  removed  with  his  family  to  a  farm  of  three  hun¬ 
dred  and  twenty  acres,  a  gift  from  his  father,  in  Stephenson  county,  Illinois, 
and  at  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  war  they  removed  to  Freeport,  -where  he 
assisted  in  recruiting  a  company  of  which  he  was  elected  captain  in  September, 
1861.  He  was  very  efficient  in  caring  for  the  wants  of  his  company  in  procur¬ 
ing  necessary  clothing  and  needed  supplies.  After  the  surrender  of  Fort  Donel- 
son  he  was  placed  on  detached  service  as  brigade  quartermaster  and  when  the 
Fourth  Division  was  fully  organized  General  Hurlbut  assigned  him  to  duty  as 
division  quartermaster,  which  place  he  filled  with  credit  and  was  recognized  as 
staff  officer  of  General  Plurlbut.  He  resigned  December  31,  1862.  The  One 
Hundred  and  Forty-second  Illinois  was  organized  at  Freeport  by  Colonel  Rollin 
V.  Ankeny  and  was  mustered  in  June  18,  1864,  for  one  hundred  days.  The 
command  was  assigned  to  duty  in  guarding  the  Memphis  &  Charleston  Railroad 
at  White  station,  Memphis,  Tennessee.  Governor  Yates  in  his  last  annual 
message  paid  these  troops  a  high  and  deserved  compliment  and  Captain  Ankeny 
was  brevetted  brigadier  general  by  act  of  the  senate  and  President  Andrew 
Johnson.  After  the  war  he  went  to  Winterset,  Iowa,  where  he  engaged  in  the 
lumber  business  and  later  removed  to  Des  Moines,  where  for  several  years  he 
was  United  States  marshal.  He  also  served  as  United  States  land  surveyor  in 
Florida  and  Oregon  for  a  term  of  years  and  after  returning  to  Des  Moines  was 
assistant  overseer  of  the  poor  and  coroner  of  Polk  county.  He  was  a  Knight 
Templar,  a  member  of  the  Sons  of  the  American  Revolution  and  a  member  of 
the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  and  the  Union  Veterans  LTnion  societies.  He 
died  in  Des  Moines,  December  24,  1901.  LTnto  him  and  his  wife  were  born 
five  children.  The  eldest,  Irvine  Ankeny,  was  born  at  Millersburg,  Ohio,  in 
1854.  Harriet  Louise,  born  October  20,  1856,  became  the  wife  of  John  Conger 
and  died  at  Fresno,  California,  in  1887.  She  had  two  children:  Rollin  Valen¬ 
tine,  who  died  in  childhood ;  and  Edwin.  Joseph,  the  third  child  of  Captain 
Ankeny,  was  born  in  Millersburg,  Ohio,  and  died  in  infancy.  Rollin  Valentine, 
the  next  son,  was  born  September  1,  1871,  at  Freeport,  Illinois,  and  is  now 
cashier  of  the  Seattle  (Wash.)  National  Bank,  the  largest  bank  on  the  Pacific 
coast.  He  married  Miss  Nellie  Randolph,  of  Des  Moines,  and  they  have  one 
son,  Irvine.  Mary  Bonnet,  the  youngest  of  the  children  of  Captain  Rollin 
Ankeny,  became  the  wife  of  Fred  H.  Hunter,  who  is  interested  in  a  rice  planta¬ 
tion  in  Arkansas.  In  1909  he  represented  Polk  county  in  the  state  legislature. 
They  have  three  children,  Leland,  Josephine  and  Rollin  Valentine. 

Susanna  Fletcher  Ankeny,  the  eldest  daughter  of  Joseph  Ankeny,  was  born 
on  a  farm  near  Millersburg,  Ohio,  and  attended  the  Granville  (Ohio)  Female 
Seminary.  On  the  4th  of  Tune,  1852,  she  married  John  R.  Barcroft,  a  rising 
young  lawyer  of  Millersburg.  They  came  to  Oskaloosa,  Iowa,  in  April,  1864, 
and  in  September,  18 66,  removed  to  Des  Moines.  They  traveled  in  a  covered 
wagon  for  no  railroads  then  entered-  this  city.  They  had  four  children :  Mary 
Louise,  the  wife  of  George  E.  King,  whose  two  daughters  are  Mrs.  Edith  Bell 
and  Mrs.  Roy  Bott,  of  Chicago;  Harriet,  the  wife  of  James  McCaughan,  is  the 
mother  of  four  children :  John,  Ralph,  George  and  Louise ;  Russell,  a  son  of 
John  R.  and  Susanna  Barcroft,  lives  on  a  farm  near  Des  Moines ;  and  Joseph 
K.,  of  Atlanta,  Georgia,  married  Harriet  Cozins,  by  whom  he  has  one  daughter, 
Bazzelle. 
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Rosina  Bonnet,  the  second  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Harriet  S.  Ankeny,  was 
born  September  i,  1835,  and  died  December  24,  1842.  She  was  a  lovable  child 
and  very  precocious. 

Mary  Ellen,  the  third  daughter  of  the  family,  born  in  Millersburg,  was  edu¬ 
cated  in  the  Cleveland  (Ohio)  Female  Seminary.  She  was  married  December 
13,  i860,  to  Henry  H.  Clark.  They  lived  in  Akron,  Ohio,  until  1876,  when 
they  removed  to  Hartford,  Connecticut,  where  Mrs.  Clark  still  resides.  Her 
eldest  child,  Aurelia,  became  the  wife  of  Webb  Souers  and  has  three  sons: 
Henry  Clark ;  Marshall  A. ;  and  Philip  W.  Harriet  A.  Clark  became  the  wife 
of  Charles  M.  Hero  and  is  now  a  resident  of  New  Orleans.  The  third  daughter, 
Frances  L.  Clark,  married  Charles  Dexter  Allen,  of  Montclair,  New  Jersey, 
and  has  two  daughters,  Sylvia  and  Barbara.  John  Sidney  Clark  is  the  only  son. 

The  youngest  of  the  family  is  Miss  Harriet  Louise,  who  remained  at  home, 
the  companion  of  her  father  and  mother  until  their  deaths.  She  was  born  at 
Millersburg,  Ohio,  and  as  she  was  many  years  younger  than  her  brothers  and 
sisters  grew  up  like  an  only  child.  She  attended  the  Hudson  Female  Seminary. 
Piers  was  a  most  happy  childhood,  spent  in  a  large  brick  house  amid  flower 
gardens  and  orchards,  with  a  troupe  of  loyal  little  friends  who  cling  together 
as  the  years  roll  on.  She  was  light  of  heart,  danced  and  sang  and  played  at 
housekeeping  and  with  her  dolls  “when  she  should  have  been  better  employed 
for  one  of  her  years,”  as  her  mother  was  wont  to  say.  Nevertheless  she  de¬ 
veloped  into  an  industrious,  generous,  unselfish  woman,  possessed  a  sensitive 
nature,  a  high  spirit,  yet  a  timid  manner.  She  came  with  her  parents  to  Des 
Moines  in  November,  1867,  and  has  ever  been  a  devoted  and  loyal  daughter  to 
Iowa.  Following  her  mother’s  death  she  spent  three  years  in  the  east  and  then 
returned  to  Des  Moines  to  renew  her  allegiance  to  this  city.  She  went  to  the 
Pacific  coast  with  the  editorial  excursion  of  1885  when  the  party  were  royally 
entertained  by  the  state  of  Oregon.  In  1907  she  was  a  delegate  from  the  Abi¬ 
gail  Adams  Chapter  of  Des  Moines  to  the  national  convention  of  the  Daugh¬ 
ters  of  the  American  Revolution  in  Washington.  In  May,  1910,  she  was  one 
of  the  delegates  from  the  Des  Moines  Woman’s  Club  to  the  general  biennial 
federation  of  clubs  held  in  Cincinnati.  Recently  she  has  returned  from  a  trip 
abroad,  where  she  spent  the  summer  of  1911. 


CHARLES  N.  O.  LEIR,  M.  D. 

Merit  and  ability  bave  brought  Dr.  Charles  N.  O.  Leir  to  a  prominent  posi¬ 
tion  in  the  ranks  of  the  medical  fraternity  in  Des  Moines.  He  was  born  in 
Jackson  county,  Minnesota,  November  20,  1869,  and  is  a  son  of  Nicholas 
Olson  and  Rebecca  (Lilleberg)  Leir.  Both  were  natives  of  Norway, 
the  father’s  birth  having  occurred  there  October  13,  1828,  while  the 
mother’s  natal  day  was  May  9,  1832.  Nicholas  O.  Leir  crossed  the  Atlantic 
to  the  new  world  in  1854  and  for  a  time  lived  in  Dane  county,  Wisconsin,  but 
later  removed  to  Jackson  county,  Minnesota,  where  he  died  February  22,  1911. 
For  many  years  he  was  actively  connected  with  agricultural  interests  but  in  the 
evening  of  life  enjoyed  well  earned  and  well  merited  rest.  His  wife  came  to 
this  country  with  her  parents  in  1862,  at  which  time  the  family  home  was 
established  in  Fillmore  county,  Minnesota.  She  is  still  living  in  Jackson  county, 
that  state. 

Spending  his  youthful  days  under  the  parental  roof,  Dr.  Leir  aided  in  the 
work  of  the  home  farm  and  pursued  his  early  education  in  the  district  schools 
of  Jackson  county,  after  which  he  spent  three  years  in  an  Episcopal  school  at 
Wilder,  Minnesota.  He  next  entered  Highland  Park  College  of  Des  Moines 
and  is  numbered  among  its  alumni  of  the  class  of  1896.  In  preparation  for 
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the  practice  of  medicine  he  matriculated  in  Drake  University  as  a  medical  stu¬ 
dent  and  was  graduated  in  1901,  his  professional  degree  being  at  that  time  con¬ 
ferred  upon  him.  He  has  since  done  post-graduate  work  in  electi  o  therapeutics 
in  Chicago,  as  a  student  in  the  Illinois  School  of  Electro  1  herapeutics  and  has 
also  done  much  private  reading  and  study.  He  served  one  year  as  interne  at 
Mercy  Hospital  and  is  now  a  member  of  the  medical  staff ;  he  is  also  connected 
with  Drake  University  Medical  College,  as  a  teacher  of  electro  therapeutics  and 
also  as  instructor  of  other  classes.  His  practice  is  now  large  and  satisfactory 
and  by  personal  merit  and  ability  he  has  won  for  himself  a  place  among  the 
leading  physicians  of  the  city,  having  well  appointed  offices  in  the  Utica  building. 

Dr.  Leir  has  been  married  twice.  He  first  wedded  Miss  Mary  Flanigan,  a 
native  of  Iowa  county,  their  marriage  being  celebrated  on  the  9th  of  September, 
1903.  She  departed  this  life  December  30,  1906,  leaving  a  little  son,  Martin 
Drakely,  who  was  born  in  Des  Moines,  September  9,  1905.  The  Doctor  was 
again  married,  April  22,  1908,  to  Lillian  Osborn,  a  native  of  \\  ebster  City,  Iowa. 

Dr.  Leir  is  a  member  of  the  Episcopal  church  and  of  the  Woodmen  of  the 
World.  His  political  allegiance  is  given  to  the  democracy  and  he  is  actively 
interested  in  both  local  and  state  politics.  He  was  the  nominee  for  the  house 
of  representatives  at  the  last  general  election,  but  like  the  majority  of  demo¬ 
cratic  candidates,  was  defeated.  He  is  recognized,  however,  as  a  man  of  firm 
convictions,  loyal  to  his  honest  beliefs.  In  professional  lines  he  is  connected 
with  the  Polk  County  Medical  Society,  the  Iowa  State  Medical  Society,  and  the 
American  Medical  Association,  is  a  member  of  the  Des  Moines  Civil  Service 
Commission,  and  at  all  times  he  keeps  in  touch  with  what  is  being  done  by  the 
profession  as  investigation  and  research  broaden  knowledge  and  promote 
efficiency. 


EMORY  C.  WORTHINGTON. 

1 

The  Worthington  family  has  participated  in  every  notable  war  in  the  his¬ 
tory  of  the  United  States,  the  present  generation  having  been  represented  in  the 
Spanish-American  war  and  the  subsequent  Philippine  conflict  by  Emory  C. 
Worthington,  who  was  born  in  Des  Moines  no  the  23d  of  November,  1870.  His 
father,  C.  B.  Worthington,  is  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  his  birth  having  occurred 
on  the  26th  of  November,  1845.  His  parents  removed  to  Wisconsin  in  i860 
and  located  near  Madison.  He  came  to  Iowa  in  1868,  locating  in  Des  Moines, 
where  he  accepted  a  position  as  bookkeeper  in  the  bank  of  B.  F.  Allen.  Fol¬ 
lowing  which  he  served  West  &  Sons,  bankers,  in  a  similar  capacity,  withdraw¬ 
ing  from  this  employment  to  accept  the  appointment  of  chief  clerk  under  Gov¬ 
ernor  Gear.  He  served  as  deputy  county  treasurer  from  1880  to  1883,  and 
was  elected  to  the  office  of  county  treasurer  in  1883.  At  the  expiration  of  his 
term  of  office  he  became  cashier  of  the  Iowa  National  Bank,  continuing  in  that 
position  for  several  years.  From  there  he  went  to  the  Des  Moines  National 
Bank,  where  he  was  assistant  cashier  for  four  years.  He  was  for  several  years 
treasurer  of  the  Iowa  Agricultural  Society.  W  hen  the  Spanish-American  war 
broke  out  he  went  to  the  front  as  captain  and  assistant  quartermaster,  United 
States  Volunteers,  serving  in  the  United  States  and  Cuba  during  1898-99.  This 
was  not  Mr.  Worthington’s  first  military  experience,  as  he  had  enlisted  in  the  Sixth 
Wisconsin  Battery  during  the  Civil  war  and  served  for  three  years,  during 
which  time  he  participated  in  the  siege  of  Vicksburg,  the  battle  of  Corinth, 
and  all  of  the  battles  in  which  his  battery  participated.  He  married  Miss  Mary 
Chapman,  who  was  born  in  Mauch  Chunk,  Pennsylvania,  in  1847.  One  ot^er 
son,  beside  our  subject  was  born  of  this  union:  Leighton  C.,  who  resides  at 
Grand  Junction,  Colorado,  where  the  parents  removed  in  1905. 
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Emory  C.  Worthington  acquired  his  education  in  the  public  schools  of  this 
city,  graduating  from  the  East  Des  Moines  high  school  with  the  class  of  1887. 
Immediately  following  he  went  into  the  county  treasurer’s  office,  where  he  re¬ 
mained  eleven  years,  during  the  last  four  of  which  he  was  chief  deputy.  In 
1889  he  entered  the  National  Guard,  being  promoted  from  private  to  captain 
prior  to  the  Spanish-American  war.  He  went  to  the  front  as  captain  of  Com¬ 
pany  H,  Fifty-first  Iowa  Volunteer  Infantry,  in  April,  1898,  spending  nineteen 
months  in  service,  twelve  of  which  were  in  the  Philippine  Islands,  where  he 
participated  in  all  the  engagements  of  his  regiment.  After  the  close  of  the  war 
Mr.  Worthington  again  entered  the  National  Guard  as  captain  and  regimental 
adjutant  of  the  Fifty-fifth  Infantry,  and  in  1908  was  promoted  to  major.  Since 
returning  from  the  Philippines  he  has  been  engaged  in  accounting,  as  tax  and 
general  accountant.  He  is  now  president  of  the  National  Accounting  Company 
engaged  in  the  business  of  general  public  accounting. 

On  the  22d  of  June,  1893,  Mr.  Worthington  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Anna  Francis,  who  was  born  in  Mineral  Point,  Wisconsin,  a  daughter  of  Joseph 
Francis,  a  contractor,  who  was  a  resident  of  Des  Moines  for  more  than  thirty 
years  prior  to  his  death  in  1902.  Her  mother  passed  away  during  her  early 
childhood.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Worthington  affiliate  with  the  Episcopal  church,  and 
he  holds  membership  in  the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks  and  the 
Knights  of  Pythias.  Coming  from  colonial  ancestry,  both  he  and  his  father 
belong  to  the  Sons  of  the  American  Revolution,  this  privilege  being  awarded 
them  through  Colonel  Eliphalet  Bulkley  of  Connecticut,  C.  B.  Worthington’s 
great-grandfather,  who  actively  participated  in  the  war  for  independence.  Emory 
C.  Worthington  is  also  a  descendant  on  the  maternal  side  of  Ensign  Joseph 
Chapman,  of  the  Continental  navy,  who  was  his  great-great-grandfather. 
Through  the  medium  of  his  membership  in  the  United  Spanish  War  Veterans, 
the  Society  of  the  Army  of  Philippines,  in  the  local  camp  of  which  he  is  adju¬ 
tant,  and  the  Military  and  Naval  Order  of  the  Spanish-American  War,  Mr. 
Worthington  maintains  relations  with  his  comrades  of  the  late  war.  The  can¬ 
didates  of  the  republican  party  are  always  accorded  the  political  support  of 
Mr.  Worthington,  who  takes  an  active  interest  in  all  civic  affairs. 


ROBERT  ROSE  PETERS. 

Des  Moines  was  yet  in  the  pioneer  period  of  its  existence  during  the  winter 
of  1855-56.  The  red  man  had  reluctantly  yielded  possession  of  the  beautiful 
prairies  surrounding  it,  but  its  local  affairs  were  still  in  a  somewhat  primitive 
although  progressive  state  of  civilization.  It  was  in  the  autumn  of  1855  or 
early  in  the  succeeding  winter  that  Robert  R.  Peters  entered  this  community, 
unobtrusively  prepared  to  share  its  vicissitudes  or  assist  in  its  development. 

Robert  Rose  Peters  was  born  March  17,  1836,  in  Waterloo,  Seneca  county. 
New  York,  and  was  the  son  of  Philip  and  Hannah  (Markle)  Peters.  The 
Peters  and  Markle  (or  Markel)  families  were  of  German  origin  but  had  lo¬ 
cated  in  York  county,  Pennsylvania,  during  colonial  days.  Philip  Peters  was 
born  September  1,  1787,  and  served  for  a  brief  time  in  the  war  of  1812,  in  Cap¬ 
tain  Ireland’s  company,  New  York  Militia.  He  expired  suddenly  at  his  home 
in  Seneca  county  when  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  the  youngest  of  five  children, 
was  but  five  years  of  age.  Under  the  care  of  his  mother  the  boy’  attained  young 
manhood  in  the  home  of  the  family  on  a  farm  between  Waterloo  and  Geneva 
near  Seneca  Lake,  and  from  life  in  this  romantic  region  there  developed  in  the 
lad  a  lasting  admiration  and  love  for  the  beauties  of  natural  scenery.  He  fitted 
for  college  in  the  schools  of  Waterloo  but  decided  to  abandon  all  thought  of  a 
collegiate  career  and  go  west  instead.  A  pioneering  spirit  had  stirred  the  com- 
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munity  in  which  he  lived.  Friends  and  relatives  were  braving  the  hardships  of 
the  little  known  western  country,  some  in  northern  Michigan,  while  others, 
more  venturesome,  had  gone  to  the  newly  discovered  gold  regions  of  California. 
They  went  and  came  again  or  remained  and  died — it  was  all  a  part  of  the  enter¬ 
prise — and  Robert  R.  but  followed  the  example  of  the  others.  At  eighteen 
years  of  age,  in  the  winter  of  1854,  he  was  teaching  a  district  school  near  Flat 
Rock,  Michigan.  The  following  year  he  attended  a  business  college  in  Detroit. 
In  the  autumn  of  1855  or  the  early  winter  of  1855-56,  when  he  was  nineteen 
years  of  age,  he- entered  Des  Moines  for  the  first  time.  Evidently  hoping  for 
greater  returns  from  an  even  more  sparsely  settled  community,  he  went  to  Ne¬ 
braska  and  invested  in  a  new  town  on  the  Missouri  river.  The  unhappy  inves¬ 
tors  discovered  too  late  that  they  had  built  below  the  high-water  mark,  of  which 
there  had  been  no  one  to  make  a  record. 

Mr.  Peters  returned  to  Des  Moines  and  thereafter  made  his  home  with  his 
sister,  Mrs.  Jehiel  S.  Cook.  The  J.  S.  Cook  residence  was  on  the  southwest 
corner  of  Eighth  and  Walnut  streets  and  the  quarter-block  on  which  it  stood 
remained  in  the  possession  of  the  family  for  many  years,  then  passed  into  the 
hands  of  R.  R.  Peters,  who  in  turn  sold  it  for  business  property  after  a  number 
of  years.  The  Grand  department  store  is  now  upon  this  corner.  Mr.  Peters 
and  his  brother-in-law,  J.  S.  Cook,  together  invested  in  real  estate  at  various 
times  in  and  near  Des  Moines.  The  former  purchased  a  tract,  through  which 
Grand  avenue  now  passes,  extending  from  Greenwood  park  to  Fifty-sixth  street. 
The  last  parcel  of  this,  known  as  Peters  Place,  was  disposed  of  by  the  heirs 
some  years  since. 

By  the  year  i860  the  territory  of  Colorado  was  presenting  fascinating  pos¬ 
sibilities,  and  in  the  spring  of  1861  Mr.  Peters  and  Mr.  Cook  started  for  that 
promising  land  with  a  wagon  train  loaded  with  freight.  The  startling  news  was 
received  at  Adel  in  the  adjoining  county,  when  only  one  day’s  journey  on  the 
long  trip,  that  Fort  Sumter  had  been  fired  upon  by  the  Confederates.  Later 
both  men  desired  to  enter  the  Union  army  but  business  interests  imperatively 
demanded  the  attention  of  one,  and  it  fell  to  the  lot  of  the  younger  partner  to 
attend  to  financial  problems  while  J.  S.  Cook  entered  the  commissary  department 
from  Colorado  and  during  his  service  received  a  wound,  which  later  contributed 
to  his  accidental  death  in  Colorado  in  November,  1869.  Mr.  Peters  seems  to  have 
claimed  Colorado  as  his  home  for  some  five  or  six  years,  although  he  returned 
to  Des  Moines  at  intervals  during  that  time.  That  he  was  identified  with  its 
interests  is  confirmed  by  the  following  letter  elicited  by  an  inquiry  for  data  of 
that  period. 

"Georgetown,  Colorado, 

July  26,  1911. 

In  reply  to  your  letter  will  state  that  the  records  of  this  county  show  that 
Robert  R.  Peters  was  elected  treasurer  of  this  county  (Clear  Creek  county, 
Colorado  Territory,)  on  December  2,  1861,  (being  the  first  treasurer  of  the 
county)  and  resigned  on  October  6,  1862,  and  on  the  same  day  was  appointed 
county  clerk  by  the  board  of  county  commissioners  and  served  as  said  clerk 
until  October,  1863,  the  general  election  being  held  at  that  time. 

The  undersigned  was  acquainted  with  Air.  Peters  at  that  time  and  knows 
that  he  served  in  both  offices  with  credit  to  himself  and  the  people  he  repre¬ 
sented.  That  was  my  first  vote  and  I  cast  it  for  Mr.  Peters. 

Yours  very  respectfully, 

Frank  L.  Peck, 
Clerk  and  Recorder.” 

While  in  Colorado  Mr.  Peters  made  some  successful  financial  ventures, 
crossed  and  recrossecl  the  plains  by  the  only  methods  of  transportation  in  vogue 
in  that  day,  viz :  the  covered  wagon  called  the  "prairie  schooner”  or  the  lum- 
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bering  stage  coach,  and  then  returned  to  Iowa  for  permanent  location.  He  was 
young,  however, — besides,  once  a  pioneer,  always  a  pioneer,  at  least  in  spirit ; 
therefore  he  was  open  to  what  might  promise  business  advancement  connected 
with  novelty  of  situation,  and  business  opportunities  were  not  abundant 
at  that  period.  Thus  it  came  that  he  acted  upon  a  suggestion  that 
he  should  spend  a  winter  at  the  trading  post  of  the  Otoe  Indians.  The 
tribe  then  occupied  its  own  lands  in  Nebraska  but  long  since  has  been  moved  to 
the  Indian  Territory.  Mr.  Peters  possessed  a  rare  facility  for  winning  friends 
and  it  was  not  long  until  the  Indians  were  reposing  such  confidence  in  him  that 
they  deposited  their  money  with  him  for  safe-keeping.  His  family  retains 
souvenirs  of  that  interesting  season,  among  them  an  elaborately  beaded  and  dec¬ 
orated  tobacco  pouch  presented  him  by  an  aboriginal  friend.  Among  other 
tracts  of  land  owned  by  Mr.  Peters  and  Mr.  Cook  was  a  quarter  section  of  fine 
prairie  in  Walnut  township,  a  mile  northwest  of  the  present  Valley  Junction, 
abutting  upon  the  extension  of  the  present  Grand  avenue,  and  a  mile  west  of 
Walnut  Creek.  About  1868  Mr.  Peters  improved  this  and  opened  it  as  a  farm 
and  with  his  sister's  family  took  up  his  residence  there,  where  he  lived  until  his 
marriage. 

In  politics  R.  R.  Peters  was  always  a  pronounced  republican  although  tak¬ 
ing  but  little  active  part.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Masonic  order,  having 
taken  the  initiatory  steps  September  4,  1858.  After  his  return  from  Colorado  the 
capitular  degrees  were  bestowed  upon  him  in  1866,  from  June  14th  to  July 
2d  inclusive,  and  he  was  knighted  July  20,  1866,  Temple  Commandery,  No.  4. 

On  September  4,  1877,  Robert  Rose  Peters  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Mary  Helen  Baylies,  daughter  of  Judge  and  Airs.  Nicholas  Baylies,  pio¬ 
neer  residents  of  Walnut  township,  who  had  located  there  in  April,  1859.  On 
March  4,  1878,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Peters  entered  into  possession  of  their  own  home 
in  Valley  township,  which  is  now  one  of  the  residence  districts  of  Des  Moines, 
known  as  “Ernhurst."  This  name  was  given  by  the  owners  to  their  own  home, 
in  the  early  day.  This  suburb  extends  north  one-half  mile  from  University 
avenue  and  from  Forty-first  street  on  the  east  to  Forty-fourth  street  on  the 
west.  The  original  house,  much  remodeled,  is  still  occupied  by  Mrs.  Peters. 
It  is  located  at  Forty-first  street  and  Forest  avenue.  A  few  years  later  eleven 
acres  were  purchased  and  afterward  platted  under  the  name  of  Kenmore.  This 
is  now  a  part  of  the  residence  district  through  which  Kingman  boulevard 
passes  and  fronts  east  on  Park  Lane  (Forty-second  street).  On  June  23,  1879, 
a  son  was  born  to  Air.  and  Airs.  Peters  who  was  named  Robert  Baylies.  On 
April  15,  1909,  the  latter  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Florence  Walker, 
daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  T.  AI.  Walker  of  Des  Moines. 

In  this  community,  where  he  lived  until  death  claimed  him,  Mr.  Peters  was 
an  active  and  much  respected  citizen  and  was  turned  to  for  counsel,  advice  and 
sympathy.  He  was  a  member  of  the  school  board  of  the  then  independent  dis¬ 
trict  of  Oakdale  for  some  years  and  at  the  time  of  his  demise  was  treasurer  of 
the  board,  which  was  erecting  the  brick  building  at  Thirtieth  street  and  Univer¬ 
sity  avenue,  since  known  as  the  Elmwood  school.  An  unsuspected  heart  dis¬ 
order  brought  sorrow  to  many  hearts  when  Mr.  Peters  passed  away  suddenly 
at  his  home  on  October  13,  1889,  aged  fifty-three  years,  seven  months  and  six 
days.  His  wife  and  son,  the  latter  then  ten  years  of  age,  survived  him.  Rarely 
unselfish  and  sympathetic,  he  always  had  been  able  to  enter  into  both  the  joys  and 
griefs  of  others  and  was  ready  with  a  helping  hand  for  those  in  need.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  First  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  having  united  with  it  during 
the  pastorate  of  the  Rev.  Alfred  Ames,  and  Dr.  Ames  also  delivered  the  funeral 
sermon.  He  was  laid  to  rest  October  16,  1889,  in  Woodland  cemetery,  where 
the  exercises  were  participated  in  by  the  Masonic  fraternity  to  which  he  had 
belonged. 
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An  old  German  parchment  covered  theological  work  printed  in  1703,  con¬ 
tains  on  a  blank  leaf  a  record  of  the  births  of  Henry  and  Hanna  Peters  and  their 
eight  children. 

The  grandparents  of  R.  R.  Peters  were  Henry  and  Hanna,  the  former  born 
April  12,  1764,  and  the  latter  July  12,  1767.  Their  son  Philip  was  born  Sep¬ 
tember  1,  1787,  and  died  in  Waterloo,  New  York,  in  1841.  He  married  Hannah 
Markle  (or  Markel),  who  died  in  Waterloo,  New  York,  in  July,  1879,  aged 
eighty-six  years.  Robert  Rose  Peters,  born  March  17,  1836,  was  their  youngest 
child.  Mrs.  Catharine  Markle  (or  Markel),  mother  of  Hannah  Peters,  and  wife 
of  Philip,  died  in  Waterloo,  New  York,  September  7,  1855. 


REV.  HEZZIE  EASTMAN  VAN  HORN. 

The  Capital  Hill  Church  of  Christ  is  one  of  the  prominent  agencies  in  Des 
Moines  for  the  dissemination  of  the  teachings  of  the  Great  Master,  and  its 
pastor,  Rev.  Hezzie  Eastman  Van  Horn,  has  gained  wide  recognition  on  ac¬ 
count  of  the  faithful  discharge  of  his  duties  as  the  head  of  one  of  the  most 
flourishing  congregations  of  the  city.  He  was  born  March  31,  1S71,  on  a  farm 
in  Davis  county,  Iowa,  which  his  'maternal  grandfather  preempted  upon  gov¬ 
ernment  land  in  the  pioneer  days.  The  father  of  our  subject,  Andrew  Nelson 
Van  Horn,  was  a  native  of  Zanesville,  Ohio,  and  the  mother,  Olive  Lucinda 
French  before  her  marriage,  was  born  in  Davis  county,  Iowa.  The  father 
removed  westward  from  Ohio  when  a  young  man  and  lived  for  several  years 
at  Quincy,  Illinois,  arriving  in  Davis  county,  Iowa,  about  1867,  when  he 
was  twenty-three  years  of  age.  Here  he  met  the  lady  who  subsequently 
became  his  wife.  He  engaged  in  farming  the  greater  part  of  his  life  and  is 
now  living  at  Bloomfield,  Iowa.  The  beloved  wife  and  mother  died  October 
16,  1910,  and  is  buried  near  Stiles,  Iowa.  There  were  five  children  in  the  fam¬ 
ily  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Van  Horn  namely:  Hezzie  Eastman,  of  this  review ; 
Rowlee  Elmer,  Levi  Sherman  and  Thomas  Foster,  all  of  whom  are  engaged  in 
farming  in  Davis  county ;  and  Almina,  who  married  Edward  Altheide,  also  a 
farmer  of  Davis  county. 

Hezzie  Eastman  Van  Horn  received  his  early  education  in  the  public  schools 
of  Davis  county,  being  a  student  of  what  is  known  as  the  Brown  school,  and 
which  is  noted  for  the  number  of  famous  men  who  in  their  boyhood  enjoyed 
the  advantages  there  presented.  At  the  age  of  seventeen  he  entered  the  South¬ 
ern  Iowa  Normal  School  at  Bloomfield,  Iowa,  and  prepared  for  teaching,  which 
vocation  he  followed  in  Davis  county  for  four  years.  In  the  spring  of  1894 
he  studied  for  a  few  months  at  Drake  LTniversity  and  in  the  same  year  was  a 
candidate  for  county  superintendent  of  schools  of  Davis  county,  but  was  de¬ 
feated. 

In  March,  1894,  he  was  converted  to  the  Christian  religion  and  decided  to 
devote  his  life  to  the  ministry.  He  began  his  studies  two  weeks  after  his  conver¬ 
sion  at  Drake  University  and  continued  as  opportunity  presented  itself,  graduat¬ 
ing  with  the  degree  of  Ph.  B.  in  1901.  A  year  later,  having  pursued  the  neces¬ 
sary  studies,  he  received  the  degree  of  A.  M.  from  the  same  institution.  He 
preached  during  his  college  years,  his  first  sermon  being  delivered  at  the  Pleas¬ 
ant  schoolhouse,  a  city  mission  of  Des  Moines.  This  was  in  May,  1894,  very 
soon  after  entering  college.  In  January,  1895,  he  was  elected  pastor  of  Union 
chapel  in  Clarke  county  and  continued  there  about  two  vears,  later  having 
charge  of  churches  at  Redding  and  Delphos,  Ringgold  county,  and  also  at 
Blockton,  Iowa,  being  instrumental  in  the  erection  of  a  church  building  in  the 
latter  place. 
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These  charges  occupied  nearly  all  of  his  time  during  his  college  course. 
After  his  graduation  in  1902  he  was  chosen  pastor  at  Osceola,  Iowa,  where  he 
remained  for  four  years,  coming  to  Des  Moines  in  1906  as  pastor  of  the  Capitol 
Hill  Church  of  Christ,  located  at  Twelfth  and  Des  Moines  streets.  At  the  time 
he  assumed  charge  the  church  numbered  four  hundred  and  fifty  members.  It 
now  has  a  membership  of  eleven  hundred  and  fifty,  and  during  the  last  six 
years  has  had  over  one  thousand  accessions  to  its  roll — a  record  which  has  seldom 
been  excelled  in  the  west  and  which  speaks  volumes  for  the  ability  and  effective¬ 
ness  of  its  management. 

On  the  1st  of  January,  1894,  Mr.  Van  Horn  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Eva  L.  George,  of  Pulaski,  Davis  county,  Iowa,  a  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
William  W.  George.  The  father  and  mother  were  both  born  in  Davis  county. 
He  is  a  carpenter  and  now  resides  in  Des  Moines.  There  were  eight  children  in 
the  family  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  George,  namely:  Eva  L.,  now  Mrs.  Van  Horn; 
Alvah  A.,  who  lives  in  Des  Moines ;  Mary,  who  is  a  public  school  teacher ; 
Grace,  the  wife  of  John  Thompson,  of  Grand  Rapids,  Michigan;  Margaret,  who 
married  Harry  Holley,  of  Sioux  City,  Iowa ;  Ethel,  a  teacher  in  the  public  schools 
of  Des  Moines ;  Earl ;  and  Guy. 

Four  children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Van  Horn :  Lyle  Everest  who 
died  at  the  age  of  four  years ;  Cloris  Dale,  now  thirteen  years  of  age ;  Georgia 
Olive,  who  has  arrived  at  the  age  of  ten  years ;  and  Eveline  Lucille,  aged  three 
years.  Mr.  Van  Horn  is  a  forcible  and  brilliant  speaker  and  as  he  is  a  constant 
student  and  an  intelligent  observer  he  commands  close  attention  whenever  he 
appears  in  the  pulpit  or  on  the  platform.  At  the  age  of  forty  he  may  be  said 
to  be  just  fairly  launched  in  his  mission  as  a  preacher  of  the  gospel,  of  which 
he  is  an  eloquent  and  convincing  exponent.  He  is  a  valued  member  of  the 
Masonic  order,  the  Odd  Fellows  and  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America,  and  has 
lectured  extensively  in  behalf  of  the  beneficent  principles  of  these  orders.  He  is 
a  stockholder  of  the  Jewett  Lumber  Company.  Being  a  man  of  unusual  energy, 
determination  and  zeal  and,-  moreover,  actuated  by  a  spirit  which  earnestly 
urges  him  to  wider  accomplishment  in  the  great  cause  in  which  he  is  engaged, 
there  is  no  doubt  in  the  minds  of  his  friends  that  he  will  gain  many  notable  vic¬ 
tories  in  the  years  to  come. 


J.  H.  ANDERSON. 

Another  of  the  self-made  men  of  Des  Moines  is  J.  H.  Anderson,  whose 
determination,  supported  by  perseverance  and  tireless  energy,  enabled  him  to 
acquire  an  education  and  establish  a  lucrative  law  practice  before  he  had  attained 
the  age  of  thirty-two  years.  He  is  a  native  of  Illinois,  having  been  born  in 
Middletown,  Logan  county,  on  the  19th  of  January,  1879,  his  parents  being 
Lemuel  I.  and  Judith  (Tomlin)  Anderson.  The  father,  whose  birth  occurred 
in  Springfield  on  the  24th  of  March,  1842,  was  as  energetic  as  nis  son,  having 
at  the  age  of  fifteen  years  burned  all  of  the  brick  required  in  the  construction 
of  a  large  residence,  in  which  he  lived  from  then  until  he  passed  away  on  the 
15th  of  September,  1910.  Mrs.  Anderson  was  originally  from  New  Jersey,  hav¬ 
ing  migrated  from  that  state  to  Illinois  in  a  prairie  schooner  in  1865. 

After  completing  the  educational  course  of  the  common  schools  J.  H.  Ander¬ 
son  was  compelled  to  become  self-supporting,  engaging  in  various  pursuits 
until  he  had  acquired  the  means  necessary  to  enable  him  to  take  a  commercial 
course  in  a  business  college  at  Springfield,  from  which  institution  he  was  grad¬ 
uated  on  the  20th  of  February,  1902.  Following  this  he  went  to  Minnesota, 
entering  another  business  college  in  Marshall,  that  state,  where  he  took  up  the 
study  of  shorthand  and  which  he  pursued  until  he  had  completed  the  course — • 
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the  15th  of  January,  1903.  He  was  also  engaged  in  the  lumber  business  at 
this  time  being  the  manager  of  the  Hayes-Lucas  Lumber  Company. 

Being  desirous  of  adopting  the  legal  profession  for  his  life  vocation  he  later 
went  to  Des  Moines,  where  he  entered  the  law  department  of  Drake  University, 
being  awarded  his  degree  with  the  class  of  1906.  Having  no  one  to  assist  him 
in  procuring  the  means  for  an  education  Mr.  Anderson  was  entirely  dependent 
upon  his  own  efforts,  and  although  at  times  it  seemed  as  if  it  would  be  im¬ 
possible  for  him  ever  to  realize  his  aspiration  such  ambition  as  he  possessed  is 
not  easily  vanquished,  and  so  he  did  all  manner  of  odd  jobs  to  earn  his  live¬ 
lihood  in  order  to  get  through  school.  He  fired  furnaces  in  winter  and  mowed 
lawns  in  summer,  and  by  living  frugally  and  practicing  the  most  rigid  economy 
at  last  attained  the  goal.  On  the  1st  of  September,  1906,  just  three  months 
after  his  graduation,  he  began  practicing  with  a  capital  of  fifty  dollars.  The 
industry,  resourcefulness  and  persistence  which  characterized  the  student  were 
quickly  recognized  in  the  man  by  those  in  need  of  the  services  of  an  attorney 
possessing  the  mental  ability  essential  to  solve  the  complex,  intricate  and  often¬ 
times  involved  legal  problems  which  frequently  confront  the  man  of  affairs. 
Thus  almost  from  the  beginning  Mr.  Anderson  was  accorded  the  business  his 
thorough  scholarship  and  ability  justly  merited,  and  as  a  result  during  the  five 
)ears  he  has  been  engaged  in  practice  he  has  built  a  comfortable  residence  and 
has  a  bank  account,  which  gives  him  the  ease  of  mind  and  assurance,  as  well 
as  confidence,  so  necessary  to  success  in  any  vocation. 

In  Des  Moines  on  the  15th  of  November,  1905,  Mr.  Anderson  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Miss  Lucille  Carr,  a  daughter  of  B.  F.  Carr.  His  political  al¬ 
legiance  Mr.  Anderson  has  always  accorded  the  republican  party  ever  since 
being  granted  the  right  of  franchise,  and  while  he  takes  an  interest  in  all  mu¬ 
nicipal  affairs  he  has  been  too  absorbed  in  his  practice  to  participate  extensively 
in  civic  activities. 


T.  EDWARD  DYSON. 

One  of  Des  Moines’  enterprising  automobile  men  is  T.  Edward  Dyson,  who 
is  the  local  representative  of  some  of  the  best  companies  in  the  country.  He 
is  a  native  of  Illinois,  his  birth  occurring  on  the  family  homestead  in  White- 
side  county  on  the  4th  of  September,  1864,  his  parents  being  James  and  Rachel 
(Mounts)  Dyson.  The  father,  who  was  born  in  Indiana  in  1836,  when  a  very 
small  boy  removed  with  his  parents,  Hesekiah  and  Mackadoo  Dyson,  to  Illinois. 
They  were  among  the  pioneer  settlers  of  the  state  and  in  going  to  their  desti¬ 
nation  passed  through  Chicago,  which  was  then  little  more  than  a  village.  The 
grandfather,  who  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life  in  Illinois,  always  engaged  in 
agricultural  pursuits,  which  was  likewise  the  vocation  of  the  son,  James  Dyson, 
who  passed  away  while  still  a  very  young  man.  The  mother,  who  is  still  living 
and  makes  her  home  at  Manilla,  Iowa,  is  also  a  native  of  Indiana.  She  is  a 
woman  who  always  takes  an  active  interest  in  the  social  life  of  the  community 
wheie  she  resides  and  is  well  and  favorably  known  in  the  vicinity  of  her  home. 
.  Being  reared  upon  a  farm  T.  Edward  Dyson  acquired  his  elementary  educa¬ 
tion  in  the  district  schools  of  the  county  where  he  was  born,  following  which 
he  attended  college  for  a  time.  After  completing  his  education  he  worked  for 
two  years  as  an  engineer  on  a  steamboat.  At  the  expiration  of  that  period, 
however,  he  resolved  to  adopt  the  vocation  of  his  father  and  grandfather  and 
coming  to  Crawford  county  he  located  upon  a  farm,  in  the  cultivation  of  which 
he  engaged  for  ten  years.  He  then  withdrew  from  agricultural  pursuits  and  went 
into  the  mercantile  business  in  Manilla,  continuing  to  be  identified  with  that 
vocation  until  1909,  when  he  came  to  Des  Moines  and  engaged  in  the  auto- 
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mobile  business.  He  handles  a  high  class  of  machines,  among  them  being  the 
Westcott,  which  are  displayed  in  an  attractive  salesroom,  and  is  receiving  a 
most  gratifying  patronage,  his  being  recognized  as  one  of  the  best  establishments 

in  the  city. 

Mr.  Dyson  was  united  in  marriage  in  Manilla  in  January,  1890,  to  Miss  Agnes 
Barber,  a  daughter  of  John  P.  and  Emma  ‘  Barber.  The  parents,  who  were 
natives’  of  Vermont,  came  to  Iowa  in  1885,  locating  upon  a  farm,  in  the  culti¬ 
vation  of  which  the  father  has  ever  since  been  interested.  Three  children  have 
been  born  unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dyson:  James  Everett,  who  was  born  in  Manilla 
on  the  1 6th  of  September,  1891,  now  a  student  at  Drake  University;  Ralph, 
whose  birth  occurred  in  the  same  place  in  December,  1906;  and  Mildred,  the 
only  daughter,  who  was  born  in  September,  1902,  and  passed  away  at  the  age 
of  about  two  years.  The  religious  views  of  the  family  coincide  with  the  prin¬ 
ciples  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  denomination,  in  which  they  hold  membership. 
Fraternally  Mr.  Dyson  affiliates  with  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  Modern  Woodmen 
of  America  and  the  Brotherhood  of  American  Yeomen.  He  is  also  a  member 
of  the  Automobile  Club. 

Although  Mr.  Dyson’s  political  views  accord  with  the  principles  of  the 
republican  party,  he  always  avails  himself  of  the  privilege  of  casting  an  inde¬ 
pendent  ballot  at  municipal  elections.  He  is  one  of  the  best  known  men  in 
his  line  of  business  in  the  city  and,  owing  to  his  pleasing  personality,  gracious 
manner  to  patrons  and  progressive  ideas,  has  built  up  a  most  excellent  patronage 
in  the  brief  period  of  his  residence  here. 


ANDREW  W.  CARLSON,  Jr. 

Andrew  W.  Carlson,  Jr.,  prominently  associated  with  the  development  of  the 
coal  fields  of  Iowa,  entered,  it  is  true,  upon  a  business  already  established,  but 
he  has  displayed  marked  energy  and  ability  in  enlarging  and  controlling  his 
interests  as  one  of  the  coal  operators  of  the  state.  He  is  secretary  of  the  Dela¬ 
ware  Coal  Company  and  High  Bridge  Coal  Company,  and  as  such  occupies  a 
very  prominent  position  in  business  circles  in  Des  Moines.  He  was  born  May 
8,  1884,  in  the  capital  city,  his  parents  being  Andrew  W.  and  Julia  A.  (Gustafson) 
Carlson.  His  father,  a  native  of  Sweden,  is  a  coal  mine  operator  of  Polk 
county,  long  actively  associated  with  the  business.  The  mother  was  born  in 
Webster  county,  Iowa. 

In  the  public  schools  of  East  Des  Moines  Andrew  W.  Carlson,  Jr.,  pur¬ 
sued  his  education  until  he  had  completed  the  high-school  course  with  the  class 
of  1903.  He  also  spent  two  years  as  a  student  in  Grinnell  College  and  then 
turned  his  attention  to  the  development  of  coal  interests  of  the  country,  joining 
his  father  in  the  Delaware  Coal  Company,  of  which  he  was  made  secretary.  He 
has  since  filled  the  position  and  in  addition  to  discharging  the  duties  which  de¬ 
volve  upon  him  in  an  executive  capacity  he  has  also  devoted  a  part  of  his  time 
to  the  supervision  of  the  output  of  the  mines.  He  is  also  connected  with  the 
Zimbleman  Coal  Company  of  Boone,  Iowa,  and  the  High  Bridge  Coal  Company 
of  Madrid,  Iowa.  In  the  three  mines  over  four  hundred  and  fifty  men  are 
employed  on  an  average  and  the  output  is  twelve  hundred  and  fifty  tons  daily. 
Mr.  Carlson  is  also  financially  interested  in  the  Dewelbackman  Lumber  Com¬ 
pany  of  Madrid,  of  which  he  is  a  director,  and  the  Scandia  Brick  &  Tile  Company 
of  Madrid,  of  which  he  is  likewise  serving  as  a  director.  He  thus  has  voice  in 
the  management  of  a  number  of  important  industrial  and  commercial  enter¬ 
prises  which  are  prominent  elements  in  the  business  activity  of  the  dififerent 
localities  in  which  they  are  located. 
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On  the  26th  of  June,  1907,  Mr.  Carlson  was  married  to  Miss  Elizabeth 
Alexander,  a  daughter  of  I.  Alexander,  and  a  native  of  Grinned,  where  her 
people  settled  at  an  early  day.  They  now  have  one  child,  Andrew  Alexander, 
who  was  born  in  Des  Moines,  February  13,  1909. 

Mr.  Carlson  is  fond  of  all  manly  outdoor  sports  and  athletics  and  belongs 
to  the  Grand  View  Golf  Club,  and  the  Hyperion  Field  and  Motor  Club.  He 
is  also  identified  with  several  fraternal  orders,  including  the  Benevolent  and 
Protective  Order  of  Elks,  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  the  Modern  Woodmen  of 
America  and  the  Homesteaders.  In  politics  he  is  a  progressive  republican.  The 
family  attend  the  Congregational  church  and  in  his  life  Mr.  Carlson  exemplifies 
many  of  the  sterling  traits  of  character  for  which  the  people  of  Swedish  birth 
and  lineage  have  ever  been  noted.  Added  to  this  is  the  enterprising  American 
spirit  which  has  constituted  the  foundation  of  the  country's  commercial  great¬ 
ness.  He  early  recognized  the  fact  that  diligence  and  determination  constitute 
the  basic  elements  of  success  and  along  those  lines  he  is  seeking  to  expand  the 
business  interests  of  the  various  companies  with  which  he  is  connected. 


COLONEL  HUGH  BOYD  HEDGE. 

The  study  of  success  is  always  of  widespread  interest.  It  has  in  it  something 
of  the  appeal  of  battle  as  it  is  imbued  with  the  spirit  of  valor  and  bravery,  for 
the  man  who  enters  business  life  must  fight  his  way  courageously  and  with  much 
determination  if  he  would  win  victory  in  commercial,  industrial  or  professional 
life.  With  energy  and  enterprise  Colonel  Hedge  has  worked  for  success  until 
he  has  attained,  a  prominent  position  in  business  circles  of  Des  Moines.  His 
birth  occurred  in  Greene  county,  Pennsylvania,  on  the  29th  of  October,  1839, 
his  parents  being  William  and  Isabelle  (Boyd)  Hedge,  who  were  of  English  and 
Irish  descent  respectively.  The  parents  of  William  Hedge  came  from  England 
about  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  years  ago,  settling  in  Fayette  county,  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  while  the  maternal  grandparents  of  our  subject  came  from  the  vicinity 
of  Belfast,  Ireland,  about  one  hundred  and  fifteen  years  ago.  William  Hedge, 
the  father  of  Colonel  Hedge,  was  an  agriculturist  by  occupation. 

In  the  acquirement  of  an  education  Hugh  B.  Hedge  attended  the  common 
schools  of  Greene  and  Washington  counties,  Pennsylvania.  General  agricultural 
pursuits  afterward  claimed  his  attention  until  he  enlisted  for  service  in  the 
Union  army  as  a  young  man  of  twenty-one  years.  He  had  planted  his  first 
crop  but  left  it  when  war  was  declared  and  joined  the  army  as  a  private,  enlist¬ 
ing  for  three  years  in  the  first  cavalry  company,  mustered  into  the  United  States 
service  for  three  years,  which  was  known  as  the  Ringgold  Cavalrv.  Soon  after¬ 
ward  he  was  appointed  a  non-commissioned  officer,  holding  that  office  until  he 
was  honorably  discharged.  During  the  course  of  the  war  he  participated  in 
more  than  fifty  battles,  including  those  at  Cedar  Creek,  Fisher’s  Hill,  Gettys¬ 
burg,  .  Pennsylvania ;  Romney,  West  Virginia ;  Red  House,  West  Virginia,  two 
at  Winchester  and  others  of  lesser  importance.  He  was  captured  at  one  time 
but  was  freed  after  being  deprived  of  his  horse  and  arms.  At  Romney  his 
horse  was  shot  from  under  him  in  a  skirmish  but  he  fortunately  escaped  in- 
juiy  and  in  fact  was  never  once  wounded  though  an  active  participant  in  over 
fifty  engagements.  Colonel  Fledge  saw  enough  of  war  to  firmly  believe  in 
Sherman  s  definition  of  it.  Fie  served  on  the  staff  of  Governor  Cummins  for 
seven  years,  and  for  two  years,  on  that  of  Governor  Carroll,  by  whom  he  had 
been  reappointed.  He  was  again  appointed  to  the  same  office  for  a  two  years’ 
term  and  is  still  serving.  For  one  year,  1898,  he  acted  as  commander  of  Crocker 
Post,  G.  A.  R. 
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In  the  spring  of  1866  Colonel  Hedge  came  from  Pennsylvania  to  Pella  and 
from  there  to  Des  Moines  in  a  stage  coach,  there  being  still  no  railroads  here. 
For  five  years  he  devoted  his  attention  to  farming  and  stock-raising,  residing 
about  sixteen  miles  northwest  of  Des  Moines.  Subsequently  he  embarked,  in 
business  as  a  general  merchant  in  association  with  George  C.  Baker,  conducting 
a  store  at  Polk  City  for  about  five  years.  On  the  expiration  of  that  period  he 
entered  the  hardware  trade  at  Des  Moines,  successfully  conducting  an  establish¬ 
ment  of  that  character  until  1878.  In  that  year,  in  partnership  with  G.  C.  Baker, 
he  formed  The  Baker  Barbed  Wire  Company,  serving  first  as  vice  president  of 
the  concern  and  becoming  its  president  in  1891.  The  following  year  he  was 
chosen  vice  president  of  the  Kratzer  Carriage  Company  and  is  still  serving  in 
that  capacity.  This  is  one  of  the  most  extensive  manufacturing  concerns  in 
the  west,  about  twenty  thousand  high-class  vehicles  being  sent  out  annually. 
In  1892  Colonel  Hedge  assisted  in  the  organization  and  was  elected  president 
of  the  Flint  Brick  Company  of  Des  Moines.  In  1895  he  assisted  in  the  or¬ 
ganization  of  the  Central  State  Bank  and  afterward  served  as  its  president  for 
about  six  years.  The  wonderful  success  which  has  attended  the  institution  is 
largely  attributable  to  the  splendid  business  ability  and  keen  discernment  of 
the  management.  Colonel  Hedge  is  now  vice  president  of  the  bank  and  like¬ 
wise  a  director  of  the  Central  Trust  Company.  His  business  life  has  been  one 
of  intense  and  unwearied  industry,  bringing  him  into  close  touch  with  the  manu¬ 
facturing  and  moneyed  interests  of  the  state,  and  those  with  whom  he  is  as¬ 
sociated  recognize  in  him  a  man  of  high  purposes  as  well  as  of  marked  business 
enterprise  and  activity. 

On  the  2d  of  October,  1870,  at  Polk  City,  Colonel  Hedge  was  united  in  mar¬ 
riage  to  Miss  Sue  E.  Robinson,  a  daughter  of  George  and  Mary  (Onstott) 
Robinson.  The  father,  who  at  one  time  served  as  sheriff  of  Beaver  county, 
Pennsylvania,  came  to  Iowa  about  1858  and  followed  farming  first  near  Rising 
Sun  and  later  near  Polk  City. 

In  politics  Colonel  Hedge  is  a  progressive  republican,  advocating  such  policies 
as  championed  by  Senator  Cummins.  On  the  8th  of  October,  1910,  he  was  com¬ 
missioned  United  States  pension  agent  for  a  term  of  four  years.  In  1887  he 
was  elected  president  of  the  Iowa  State  Traveling  Men’s  Association  and  was 
reelected  in  1888  and  1889  and  again  reelected  in  1903  and  1904,  the  latter  being 
for  two  years,  as  the  bylaws  at  that  time  had  been  changed  to  a  term  of  two 
years  instead  of  one  as  formerly.  He  is  a  valued  member  of  the  Grant  Club, 
the  Golf  Club  and  the  Country  Club  and  also  belongs  to  the  Plymouth  Congre¬ 
gational  Association.  His  nature  is  social  and  his  disposition  cordial  and,  while 
he  has  at  all  times  commanded  the  respect  and  admiration  of  his  business  col¬ 
leagues  and  associates,  he  has  also  enjoyed  the  warm  friendship  of  those  who 
have  come  within  the  closer  circle  of  his  acquaintance. 


EUGENE  W.  WATERBURY. 

To  have  been  one  of  the  Rough  Riders  under  Colonel  Roosevelt  in  Cuba 
would  alone  entitle  one  to  honorable  mention,  but  in  the  quieter  walks  of  life 
Mr.  Waterbury  has  perhaps  done  equally  valuable  if  less  spectacular  service, 
being  now  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  Waterburv  Chemical  Company,  pro¬ 
prietors  of  an  extensive  pharmaceutical  business  in  Des  Moines. 

He  was  born  in  Muskegon,  Michigan,  May  23,  1872,  a  son  of  Stephen  and 
Lydia  E.  (Overman)  Waterbury.  Investigation  into  the  annals  of  the  family 
show  that  his  first  American  ancestors  were  among  those  who  came  to  the  new 
world  on  the  second  trip  of  the  Mayflower  and  settled  in  the  state  of  New  York. 
On  the  paternal  side  there  is  mingled  Scotch  and  German  strains.  While  on  the 
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maternal  side  the  ancestry  cannot  be  traced  back  to  as  remote  a  period,  it  is 
well  known  that  the  Overmans  were  among  the  pioneer  residents  of  Iowa. 
Mrs.  Waterbury  was  born  in  Muscatine  and  her  father,  J.  M.  Overman,  was 
one  of  the  first  settlers  of  Black  Hawk  county  and  the  first  mayor  of  the  city. 
He  and  his  three  brothers  married  the  four  daughters  of  Isaac  Cooper,  who  was 
a  nephew  of  James  Fenimore  Cooper.  He  came  to  Iowa  in  1842  and  was  among 
the  ’49ers  that  went  to  California  after  the  discovery  of  gold  in  that  state.  The 
first  piano  that  was  brought  to  Iowa  was  owned  by  him  and  is  now  in  posses¬ 
sion  of  Eugene  W.  Waterbury.  The  death  of  Stephen  Waterbury  occurred 
April  14,  1881,  while  his  wife  survived  until  September  20,  1901.  -  In  their 
family  were  five  children:  F.  C.,  M.  O.  and  E.  W.  Waterbury;  Fannie  J.,  who 
became  the  wife  of  Clark  O.  Hoagdand ;  and  Addie,  the  wife  of  Merton  H. 
Wick. 

Eugene  W.  Waterbury  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  Cedar  Falls, 
continuing  his  course  until  graduated  from  the  high  school  with  the  class  of 
1891.  His  early  experience  in  business  life  came  to  him  as  clerk  in  drug  stores- 
and  in  hotels  in  Iowa  and  Arizona.  After  the  outbreak  of  the  Spanish  Ameri¬ 
can  war,  however,  his  method  of  life  was  materially  changed  for  he  offered  his 
service  to  the  government  and  joined  the  First  United  States  Volunteer  Cav¬ 
alry  under  Colonel  Theodore  Roosevelt.  He  assisted  in  organizing  the  regiment 
and  was  the  last  of  the  troops  to  be  mustered  out.  The  history  of  this  regiment 
is  too  well  known  to  need  repetition  here.  The  very  mention  of  the  words  El 
Caney  and  Santiago  at  once  conjure  up  a  period  of  heroic  military  effort  and 
brilliant  victory  wherein  the  Rough  Riders  inscribed  their  name  indelibly  upon 
the  pages  of  American  history  devoted  to  military  achievement.  After  receiving 
an  honorable  discharge  Mr.  Waterbury  returned  home  and  joined  his  brother  in 
the  conduct  of  a  pharmaceutical  business  in  Des  Moines,  of  which  he  is  secretary 
and  treasurer.  This  undertaking  has  been  crowned  with  success  and  the  busi¬ 
ness  has  grown  steadily  along  substantial  lines  until  its  trade  interests  cover 
a  wide  territory,  while  its  sales  have  reached  a  large  annual  figure. 

Mr.  Waterbury  was  married  in  St.  Paul,  Minnesota,  in  1901,  to  Miss  Arrita 
E.  Gwin,  a  daughter  of  Thomas  Gwin,  of  Iowa  county,  and  on  the  22A  of 
August,  1903,  there  was  born  unto  them  twins,  Theodore  Eugene  and  Helen 
Belle  Waterbury. 

The  parents  hold  membership  in  the  Presbyterian  church  and  Mr.  Water¬ 
bury  belongs  also  to  the  Knights  of  Pythias  fraternity,  the  Grant  Club,  the  Com¬ 
mercial  Club  and  the  East  Des  Moines  Commercial  Club.  He  has  been  iden¬ 
tified  with  that  movement  which  has  sought  for  the  capital  city  a  higher  form 
of  government  and  a  more  businesslike  administration  of  municipal  affairs,  and 
he  cooperates  at  all  times  in  the  movement  for  the  general  good.  He  is  a 
progressive  republican  of  the  Roosevelt  type  and  for  two  years  served  as  aider- 
man,  filling  the  position  in  1906  and  1907.  He  cannot  be  said  to  be  an  office 
seeker,  however,  yet  he  is  ever  neglectful  of  his  duties  of  citizenship  and  de¬ 
sires  continuous  advancement  along  the  lines  that  tend  toward  progress,  reform 
and  improvement. 


OLIVER  LORENZ. 

Oliver  Lorenz,  who  has  been  identified  with  the  commercial  circles  of  Des 
Moines  durine  the  entire  period  of  his  active  career,  is  a  native  of  this  city, 
his  birth  having  occurred  on  the  6th  of  June,  1877.  The  parents,  August  and 
Marie  (Bredemus)  Lorenz,  are  both  of  German  extraction,  the  father  having 
been  born  in  the  Fatherland  in  1842,  while  the  mother  is  a  native  of  Luxemburg, 
which  at  that  time  was  under  the  French  rule.  Mr.  Lorenz,  who  is  a  retired 
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real-estate  man  and  the  owner  of  considerable  property  which  he  is  renting  in 
this  city,  was  a  baker’s  apprentice  in  Keokuk  at  the  time  of  the  war  and  made 
hard-tack  for  the  soldiers.  Nine  children  were  born  unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lorenz, 
the  following  of  whom  are  living:  Augusta,  the  wife  of  F.  C.  Lindenmayer, 
Marengo,  Iowa;  Josephine,  the  wife  of  T.  A.  Hafner,  Des  Moines;  Jerome  and 
Oswald  who  are  both  married  and  are  residents  of  this  city;  Oliver,  the  sub¬ 
ject  of  this  review;  Saraphine,  also  married  and  residing  in  this  city;  and  Leona, 
the  wife  of  Otis  Jones,  of  Des  Moines. 

After  the  completion  of  his  education,  which  was  acquired  in  the  public 
schools  of  this  city,  Oliver  Lorenz  entered  the  employ  of  a  patent  medicine 
company.  Fie  only  continued  in  this  position  for  a  brief  time  and  then  engaged 
in  the  book  and  stationery  business,  with  which  he  was  identified  until  1909. 
Subsequently  thereto  he  had  formed  a  partnership  with  K.  H.  Guthrie  and  L. 
E.  McMillen  in  the  flower  and  seed  business,  which  they  had  established  at  420 
Sixth  avenue.  They  are  now  located  at  the  corner  of  Seventh  and  Grand, 
where  they  have  a  large  double  store,  and  in  addition  to  their  former  stock  they 
now  handle  incubators,  brooders  and  poultry  supplies.  They  have  built  up  a 
good  patronage,  which  is  constantly  increasing,  and  are  enjoying  a  business 
which  gives  assurance  of  most  gratifying  returns  in  its  future  development. 

In  Washington,  D.  C.,  on  the  1st  of  June,  1905,  was  solemnized  the  mar¬ 
riage  of  Mr.  Lorenz  and  Miss  Halla  Vernon,  also  a  native  of  the  Capital  city 
and  a  daughter  of  W.  S.  Vernon,  a  mining  prospector  living  near  Joplin,  Missouri. 

Mr.  Lorenz  affiliates  with  the  Iowa  State  Traveling  Men’s  Association  and 
votes  the  republican  ticket.  As  he  is  too  much  absorbed  in  his  private  interests 
to  have  political  aspirations  he  never  actively  participates  in  civic  affairs,  how¬ 
ever,  devoting  his  entire  attention  to  his  business. 


R.  L.  PARKER,  M.  D. 

Tribute  must  ever  be  paid  to  the  man  whose  determination  of  purpose  en¬ 
ables  him  through  his  own  unaided  effort  to  overcome  all  obstacles  in  the  way  of 
the  realization  of  his  ambition.  Such  a  man  is  Dr.  R.  L.  Parker,  who  six  years 
ago  established  an  office  in  Flighland  Park,  where  he  has  built  up  an  excellent 
practice  when  regarded  from  either  a  professional  or  financial  point  of  view. 
One  of  Iowa’s  native  sons,  his  birth  occurred  in  Harrison  county  on  the  14th 
of  December,  1876,  his  parents  being  R.  D.  and  Sarah  (Sample)  Parker,  na¬ 
tives  of  Ohio  and  Indiana  respectively.  The  father  was  a  lad  of  six  years 
when  he  accompanied  his  parents  on  their  removal  to  Iowa,  locating  in  Har¬ 
rison  county  in  1856,  where  he  is  now  living  retired  at  a  venerable  age. 

Being  reared  upon  a  farm  the  preliminary  education  of  Dr.  Parker  was  ob¬ 
tained  in  the  common  schools  of  Harrison  county,  following  which  he  took  a 
course  at  the  Woodbine  Normal,  thus  equipping  himself  for  the  vocation  of 
teaching.  He  later  entered  the  department  of  pharmacy  at  Highland  Park  Col¬ 
lege,  from  which  he  graduated  in  1899.  The  pursuit  of  this  course  only  tended 
to  make  him  desirous  of  further  study  along  similar  lines  and  he  resolved  to 
become  a  physician.  It  was  impossible  for  him  to  realize  this  ambition  unless 
he  could  acquire  the  means  through  his  own  efforts,  so  remaining  at  Highland 
Park  as  a  teacher  he  earned  the  monev  necessary  to  enable  him  to  continue  his 
studies  in  the  medical  department  of  Drake  Lffiiversity.  Necessarily  his  course 
was  subject  to  interruption  under  the  circumstances  and  he  did  not  acquire  his 
degree  until  1906.  Immediately  thereupon  he  opened  an  office  in  Highland 
Park,  where  he  was  known  to  many  of  the  residents  who  admired  his  per¬ 
sistency  and  firmness  of  purpose,  recognizing  in  those  traits  the  qualities  which 
make  for  success  in  any  vocation  of  life.  As  his  practice  developed  and  his 
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reputation  as  a  physician  became  known  Dr.  Parker  extended  the  field  of  his 
activities,  and  opened  an  office  in  the  Fleming  building  in  Des  Moines.  Here  he 
is  also  being  awarded  the  returns  which  his  efforts  and  abilities  justly  merit. 
That  his  skill  and  comprehensive  knowledge  of  the  science  which  he  is  prac¬ 
ticing  is  recognized  by  the  profession  as  well  as  the  laity  is  evidenced  by  his 
being  assigned  the  chair  of  materia  medica  and  therapeutics  at  his  alma  mater. 

In  June,  1902,  was  solemnized  the  marriage  of  Dr.  Parker  and  Miss  Nellie 
Martin,  who  at  that  time  was  a  student  in  the  academic  department  of  Highland 
Park  College.  Three  sons  have  been  born  of  this  union:  Wendell,  Raymond  and 
Robert.  The  religious  views  of  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Parker  are  manifested,  in  their 
membership  in  the  Unitarian  church.  Dr.  Parker  is  a  Mason,  having  attained 
high  rank  in  that  order,  his  local  identification  being  with  Auburn  lodge,  of 
Highland  Park,  while  he  also  affiliates  with  the  Consistory  and  the  Za-Ga-Zig 
Shrine  at  Des  Moines.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and 
the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows.  Through  the  medium  of  the  Polk 
County  Medical  Society,  the  State  Medical  Society,  and  the  National  Medical 
Association,  as  well  as  the  Des  Moines  Pathological  Society,  he  keeps  in  touch 
with  the  progress  of  his  profession  and  his  fellow  practitioners. 

To  his  personal  worth  and  merit  and  gracious  personality  oil  credit  must 
be  given  for  Dr.  Parker’s  advancement  in  his  profession  as  well  as  skill  in  the 
sick  room  and  at  the  surgical  table.  He  possesses  keen  powers  of  perception, 
which  enable  him  to  recognize  with  wonderful  accuracy  the  oftentimes  baffling 
and  mysterious  symptoms  of  disease,  to  which  fact  can  be  attributed  his  repu¬ 
tation  as  a  diagnostician. 


WILLIAM  S.  HAZARD,  Jr. 

William  S.  Hazard,  Jr.,  came  to  Des  Moines  twelve  years  ago  and  soon  be¬ 
came  prominent  in  business  circles,  being  now  one  of  the  active  and  highly  suc¬ 
cessful  men  of  the  city,  with  a  reputation  extending  far  beyond  the  borders  of 
the  state.  He  was  born  on  a  farm  in  Johnson  county,  Iowa,  April  8,  1871,  and 
is  a  son  of  William  S.  and  Mary  (True)  Hazard,  the  former  of  whom  was 
born  in  Mississippi,  December  29,  1840,  and  the  latter  in  Maine,  July  1,  1842. 
The  father  came  to  Iowa  with  his  parents  when  he  was  five  years  of  age  and 
has  since  made  his  home  in  this  state,  being  now  a  resident  of  Des  Moines, 
where  he  located  in  1900.  The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject  was  one  of  the 
early  preachers  of  Iowa  and  was  the  second  minister  of  the  Presbyterian  faith 
to  assume  charge  at  Iowa  City.  The  ancestors  on  both  sides  of  the  house  came 
from  England,  the  Hazards  being  represented  by  three  brothers,  William,  Thomas 
and  Robert,  who  arrived  in  America  early  in  the  eighteenth  century  and  set¬ 
tled  in  the  New  England  colonies. 

William  S.  Hazard,  Jr.,  attended  the  country  schools  of.  Johnson  and  Grundy 
counties,  Iowa,  and  also  was  a  student  during  parts  of  three  seasons  at  the 
Teachers  State  College  of  Cedar  Falls,  Iowa.  He  left  school  at  nineteen  and 
engaged  in  farming  for  two  years,  after  which  he  went  to  St.  Paul,  Minnesota, 
and  engaged  in  the  hay  and  grain  business,  largely  in  the  southern  part  of  the 
state,  for  three  years.  He  then  disposed  of  his  interest  and  became  identified 
•with  the  insurance  and  real-estate  business  at  Osage,  Iowa,  but  after  a  short 
time,  in  1899,  he  came  to  Des  Moines,  believing  this  to  be  a  more  favorable 
center,  and  assisted  in  organizing  the  Des  Moines  Mutual  Hail  &  Cyclone  In¬ 
surance  Association,  of  which  he  was  made  secretary,  the  president  being  O. 
G.  Chesley.  The  business  has  developed  upon  an  extensive  scale  and  now  ex¬ 
tends  over  six  western  states.  The  company  maintains  a  large  and  well  qual- 
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ified  force  in  the  field  and  is  one  of  the  substantial  and  growing-  organizations 
of  Iowa. 

Mr.  Hazard  is  also  identified  with  various  other  busines  concerns.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  firm  of  Hazard  &  Chesley,  general  agents  of  the  Central  National 
Fire  Insurance  Company  of  Chicago,  controlling  the  business  of  the  company  in 
fire  and  hail  insurance  in  a  number  of  western  states.  He  is  also  vice  president 
of  the  Emigration  Land  Company,  and  a  director  of  the  Anchor  Fire  Insurance 
Company.  He  is  a  large  landholder  and  owns  land  in  Iowa,  Texas,  Colorado, 
South  Dakota  and  Canada,  being  a  firm  believer  in  the  future  growth  of  land 
values  throughout  the  west  and  northwest. 

On  the  ioth  of  December,  1902,  Mr.  Hazard  was  married,  at  Des  Moines, 
to  Miss  Charlotte  Price,  a  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  S.  Price,  natives  of 
West  Virginia.  To  this  union  one  child,  William  Kenneth,  has  been  born,  his 
natal  day  being  January  31,  1904.  Politically  Mr.  Hazard  is  identified  with  the 
republican  party,  but  he  has  never  taken  an  active  part  in  politics  and  has  no 
ambition  to  hold  public  office.  Fraternally  he  is  prominent  in  the  Masonic  order 
and  holds  membership  in  Pioneer  Lodge  of  Des  Moines,  the  consistory  and 
shrine.  He  is  also  a  member  of  Lodge  No.  98,  B.  P.  O.  E.,  of  this  city,  and  of 
the  Grant  and  Golf  and  Country  Clubs.  His  wife  is  a  member  of  the  First 
Methodist  Episcopal  church.  Mr.  Hazard  gives  his  hearty  cooperation  to  move¬ 
ments  for  the  public  good  and  has  gained  deserved  recognition  as  one  of  the 
leaders  in  business  in  Des  Moines. 


EDWARD  R.  CUNNINGHAM. 

An  engineer  of  Des  Moines  whose  powers  have  been  accorded  more  than 
local  recognition  is  Edward  R.  Cunningham,  the  superintendent  of  the  electrical 
department  of  the  City  Railway  Company.  He  was  born  in  Jackson,  Michigan, 
on  the  5th  of  March,  1868,  and  is  a  son  of  Robert  and  Mary  Jane  Cunningham, 
also  natives  of  Michigan,  the  father  having  been  born  in  1844,  and  the  mother 
in  1846.  Robert  Cunningham,  who  was  a  successful  agriculturist  and  stockman, 
went  to  Jackson  when  a  young  man  and  by  his  own  perseverance  and  energy 
acquired  the  means  to  become  a  property  owner.  He  continued  to  reside  there 
until  he  passed  away  in  1898.  His  wife  survived  until  1910.  her  demise  oc¬ 
curring  on  the  28th  of  December. 

The  preliminary  education  of  Edward  R.  Cunningham  was  obtained  in  the 
common  schools  of  his  native  state,  after  which  he  attended  Spring  Arbor 
Seminary,  from  which  he  graduated  in  1887.  Subsequently  he  entered  Albion 
College,  from  which  institution  he  was  granted  the  degree  of  Ph.  B.  with  the 
class  of  1890.  Having  decided  upon  electrical  engineering  for  his  life  vocation 
he  later  matriculated  in  the  technical  department  of  the  University  of  Michigan, 
being  awarded  his  degree  in  1893.  Immediately  following  the  completion  of 
his  course  he  was  offered  a  position  in  the  plant  of  the  Jackson  Light  Power 
Company,  which  he  accepted,  remaining  in  charge  there  for  two  years.  With¬ 
drawing  at  the  expiration  of  that  time  he  went  to  Fort  Dodge,  Iowa,  to 
become  superintendent  of  the  light  and  power  company  in  that  town.  He 
continued  in  that  capacity  for  seven  years,  during  which  time  he  installed  the 
Arnold  electric  power  station.  In  1902  the  Des  Moines  City  Railway  Company 
having  recognized  his  worth  and  ability  asked  him  to  become  superintendent 
of  their  electrical  department,  which  position  he  continues  to  fill  in  a  manner 
highly  satisfactory  to  the  officials  of  the  company. 

Mr.  Cunningham  is  a  man  of  much  more  than  average  ability  and  has  in¬ 
vented  several  electric  appliances,  upon  which  he  has  been  granted  patents, 
that  are  going  to  prove  of  practical  value  and  general  utility.  As  a  writer  upon 
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electrical  subjects  he  is  both  forceful  and  comprehensive,  his  articles  being 
readily  accepted  by  many  of  the  leading  journals.  He  is  an  indefatigable  student, 
and  despite  the  fact  that  he  is  widely  recognized  as  an  authority  among  the 
members  of  his  profession  is  constantly  striving  to  acquire  a  better  under¬ 
standing  of  electricity,  which  science  he  feels  is  still  in  its  elementary  form,  so 
far  as  man’s  knowledge  and  understanding  of  it  is  concerned. 

In  Jackson,  Michigan,  in  October,  1894,  Mr.  Cunningham  was  united  in  mar¬ 
riage  to  Miss  Mary  J.  Satterthwaite,  whose  parents  were  among  the  pioneer 
settlers  of  Michigan.  Two  children  have  been  born  of  this  union:  Thelma  May, 
whose  birth  occurred  in  1898,  and  Marion  C.,  who  was  born  in  1900.  - 

Ihe  religious  faith  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cunningham  is  evidenced  by  their 
membership  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  while  fraternally  he  is  identified 
with  the  Masonic  order,  through  the  medium  of  Ashley  Lodge,  No.  in,  A.  F. 
&  A.  M.,  the  Elks,  Modern  Woodmen  of  America  and  the  Independent  Order 
of  Odd  Fellows,  of  Fort  Dodge.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  American  In¬ 
stitute  of  Electrical  Engineers,  which  enables  him  to  maintain  active  relation¬ 
ship  with  the  fellow  members  of  his  profession.  While  he  has  always  been  too 
absorbed  in  his  work  to  devote  much  attention  to  politics  Mr.  Cunningham  takes 
an  interest  in  all  civic  affairs  and  gives  his  support  to  the  candidates  of  the 
republican  party. 


HARRY  ELLSWORTH  RUNYON. 

The  commercial  interests  of  Des  Moines  find  a  worthy  representative  in 
Harry  Ellsworth  Runyon,  the  treasurer  of  the  C.  C.  Prouty  Company,  wholesale 
grocers.  A  spirit  of  enterprise  characterizes  him  in  all  of  his  undertakings  in 
the  mercantile  woild  and  his  business  ability,  executive  force  and  unfaltering 
diligence  have  been  the  points  which  have  brought  him  from  a  humble  position 
to  the  prominent  place  which  he  now  occupies.  He  was  born  in  Oskaloosa,  Iowa 
August  12,  1864,  a  son  of  James  H.  and  Anna  (Stephenson)  Runyon’  The 
father  who  was  born  in  Champaign  county,  Ohio,  devoted  his  life  to  the  live-stock 
business  and  died  July  14,  1896,  having  for  about  twenty-four  years  survived 
his  wife,  who  was  a  native  of  Ohio  and  died  in  1872. 

Harry  E.  Runyon  was  a  pupil  in  the  public  schools  of  Oskaloosa  to  the 
age  of  fifteen  years,  passing,  through  consecutive  grades,  so  that  constantly  broad¬ 
ening  knowledge  well  qualified  him  for  the  practical  duties  of  business  life. 
His  first  position  was  that  of  clerk  in  the  retail  grocery  store  owned  by  A.  Ken- 

fwat  °.s^aloos^  w}th  whom  he  remained  for  two  years,  his  experience  during 
that  period  qua hfying  him  for  the  larger  responsibilities  which  came  to  him 
Wfh(e"  he.  entered  the  employ  of  the  H.  L.  Spencer  Company,  wholesale  grocers 
of  that  city  He  thete  thoroughly  acquainted  himself  with  the  different  branches 
of  the  wholesale  grocery  business,  continuing  with  the  firm  for  fourteen  years 
Promotion  came  to  him  from  time  to  time  as  his  capability  increased  but  he 
sought  broader  opportunities  in  the  larger  city  of  Des  Moines  and,  resigning  his 
position  with  the  Spencer  Company,  came  to  the  capital,  where  he  entered  into 

S“S  7ith  the  CT  Pr0Uty  ComPai,y-  He  has  been  associated  whh 
his  house  for  thirteen  years,  becoming  a  member  of  the  firm  on  the  ist  of  Tan- 

uary,  1901.  He  was  soon  afterward  elected  secretary  and  in  January,  1909  was 

chosen  treasurer  of  the  company.  Throughout  the  period  of  his  connect^’ with 

the  house  his  labors  have  been  an  effective  element  in  the  development  and 

affairs^ and  has  w"1'55;-  He  studies,alonS  tfle  <>nes  of  progress  in  mercantile 
affairs  and  has  been  active  in  promptly  executing  well  defined  plans  of  his  own 

devising  and  those  made  by  his  fellow  officers  in  the  business  organization 
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On  the  23d  of  May,  1888,  Mr.  Runyon  was  married  to  Miss  Edith  A.  Eby, 
a  daughter  of  William  W.  Eby,  a  native  of  Indiana.  They  have  three  children, 
as  follows:  Erma,  whose  birth  occurred  on  the  3d  of  October,  1892;  Eola,  who 
first  opened  her  eyes  to  the  light  of  day  on  the  28th  of  January,  1895;  and  Leta, 
whose  natal  day  was  January  29,  1897.  All  were  born  at  Oskaloosa,  Iowa. 
The  family  are  members  of  the  Presbyterian  church  and  are  well  known 
socially  in  the  city.  In  his  political  views  Mr.  Runyon  is  a  republican  and  in 
politics,  as  in  other  relations  of  life,  manifests  a  progressive  spirit  that  is  never 
content  with  existing  conditions  but  seeks  broader  avenues  of  activity  and  use¬ 
fulness.  In  his  business  career  he  has  never  regarded  any  position  as  final  but 
rather  as  the  starting  point  for  further  advancement. 


HORATIO  FREDERIC  DALE. 

Horatio  Frederic  Dale,  a  prominent  leader  of  the  democratic  party  in  Des 
Moines  and  a  strong  and  able  member  of  the  capital  city  bar,  practicing  as  senior 
member  of  the  firm  of  Dale  &  Harvison,  was  born  in  London,  England,  May 
8,  1849.  His  father,  Henry  Ridley  Dale,  a  merchant  of  London,  never  came 
to  the  new  world.  Both  he  and  his  wife,  who  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Mar¬ 
garet  Barnett,  were  of  English  and  Scotch  descent.  ' 

Horatio  F.  Dale  was  educated  in  the  schools  of  London,  under  private 

tutors  and  in  classes  of  the  London  University  College,  in  which  he  pursued  his 

studies  to  the  age  of  twenty-one  years.  He  embarked  at  Liverpool  for  America 

on  the  1 2th  of  October,  1870,  and  after  traveling  through  Canada  made  his  way 

direct  to  Dubuque,  Iowa,  where  he  began  teaching  in  the  district  schools  of 

Dubuque  county.  While  thus  engaged  he  devoted  his  leisure  time  to  reading 

law,  reading  a  part  of  the  time  in  the  office  of  Wilson  &  O'Donnell,  and  in  the 

spring  of  1872  was  admitted  to  the  bar.  In  1874  he  removed  to  Adams  county, 

Iowa,  where  he  pursued  his  profession  for  eighteen  years,  and  then,  seeking  a 

Broader  field  of  labor,  came  to  Des  Moines  in  1892.  While  in  Adams  county 

he  was  a  partner  of  Hon.  Thomas  L.  Maxwell,  now  judge  of  the  district  court 

of  Iowa,  under  the  firm  style  of  Maxwell  &  Dale,  and  later  was  associated  with 

Burg  Brown  in  the  firm  of  Dale  &  Brown,  which  association  they  continued  for 

five  vears  after  Mr.  Dale’s  removal  to  Des  Moines.  Mr.  Dale  next  entered  into 
* 

partnership  relations  with  Silas  B.  Allen  and  the  firm  of  Dale  &  Allen  enjoyed 
a  liberal  clientage  for  several  years.  In  1903  he  entered  into  his  present  part¬ 
nership  relations,  being  joined  by  William  G.  Harvison  under  the  firm  style  of 
Dale  &  Harvison.  This  is  recognized  as  one  of  the  leading  law  firms  of  the 
city.  From  1903  until  1909  he  was  a  member  of  the  law  faculty  of  Drake  Uni¬ 
versity,  which  has  conferred  upon  him  the  degrees  of  LL.  B.  and  LL.  M.  A 
man  of  well  balanced  intellect,  thoroughly  familiar  with  the  law  and  practice  and 
of  comprehensive  general  information,  Mr.  Dale  possesses  an  analytical  mind 
that  enables  him  to  recognize  the  relative  value  of  every  point  in  his  case  and 
at  the  same  time  he  presents  his  cause  in  a  clear  and  forcible  manner  that  leaves 
no  doubt  as  to  the  logic  of  his  position  or  of  the  law  applicable  thereto. 

He  has  been  prominent  in  the  public  life  of  the  state  and  is  recognized  as 
one  of  the  democratic  leaders  of  Iowa.  From  1894  until  1896  he  was  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  commission  to  revise  the  code  of  Iowa,  which  commission  was  formed 
of  five  members,  two  elected  by  the  house,  one  by  the  senate  and  two  selected 

by  the  supreme  court,  Mr.  Dale  being  one  of  the  two  chosen  by  the  supreme 

court.  In  1892  he  was  a  democratic  nominee  for  presidential  elector  for  the 
eighth  district  and  the  following  year  was  the  democratic  nominee  for  the  state 

senate  in  the  district  composed  of  Adams  and  Taylor  counties.  In  1894  he 

was  made  his  party’s  nominee  for  secretary  of  state  and  in  1910  was  nominated 
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by  the  democrats  for  judge  of  the  district  court  in  the  ninth  judicial  district 
of  Iowa.  His  frequent  selection  for  candidacy  to  some  important  office  indi¬ 
cates  his  high  standing  in  his  party  and  he  has  always  polled  a  strong  vote,  in¬ 
dicating  his  personal  popularity  and  the  confidence  reposed  in  his  ability  by  his 
fellow  citizens.  He  belongs  to”  the  Polk  County  Bar  Association,  the  Iowa  State 
Bar  Association  and  the  American  Bar  Association,  and  his  fellow  members 
of  the  profession  recognize  in  him  one  of  the  strong  representatives  of  the 
Iowa  bar. 

Mr.  Dale  was  married  in  Corning,  Iowa,  in  September,  1883,  to  Miss  Elsie 
J.  McCune,  a  daughter  of  Pardon  C.  McCune,  whose  ancestors  came  from  Ire¬ 
land.  Mrs.  Dale  was  born  in  Ohio  and  by  her  marriage  has  become  the  mother 
of  five  children,  Horace  R.,  Hylton  F.,  Harold  W.,  H.  Cecil  and  Elsie  Nina, 
all  natives  of  Corning  and  all  yet  at  home. 

Mr.  Dale  is  a  Knight  Templar  and  a  Noble  of  the  Mystic  Shrine  and  has 
attained  the  thirty-third  degree  in  the  Scottish  Rite.  He  has  served  as  worship¬ 
ful  master  of  two  blue  lodges,  including  Pioneer  Lodge,  No.  22,  of  Des  Moines. 
For  two  years  he  was  Wise  Master  of  Emanuel  Chapter  of  Rose  Croix,  No.  3. 
He  was  likewise  commander  in  chief  of  Des  Moines  Consistory,  No.  3,  for  two 
years,  and  previously  filled  a  number  of  minor  offices.  He  ranks  high  in  Masonry 
as  an  exemplary  representative  of  the  craft  and  one  whose  service  has  been  an 
effective  element  in  promoting  the  growth  and  work  of  the  order.  He  is  a 
man  of  social,  genial  nature,  highly  respected  by  all,  and  during  the  period  of 
his  residence  in  Des  Moines  has  been  recognized  as  a  factor  in  the  city’s 
legal  and  commercial  development. 


JOSEPH  L.  KRATZ. 

Joseph  L.  Kratz  was  during  the  last  eight  years  of  his  life  a  resident  of  Des 
Moines  and  in  that  period  endeared  himself  to  many  of  his  fellow  townsmen 
by  reason  of  those  sterling  qualities  of  character  which  in  every  land  and  clime 
awaken  confidence  and  regard.  He  was  born  July  23,  1867,  at  Sterling,  Illinois, 
a  son  of  John  Kratz,  formerly  a  farmer  of  Whiteside  county,  Illinois,  but  now 
living  retired  in  Sterling.  He  wedded  Mary  Loux,  who  is  also  still  living. 

Spending  his  boyhood  days  under  the  parental  roof,  Joseph  L.  Kratz  pursued 
his  education  in  the  public  schools  and  also  attended  a  business  college,  his 
commercial  training  well  qualifying  him  for  the  position  of  bookkeeper  in  the 
First  National  Bank  at  Sterling,  to  which  he  was  appointed  soon  after  leaving 
school.  He  acted  in  that  capacity  for  a  number  of  years,  after  which  he  be¬ 
came  bookkeeper  for  the  Sterling  Manufacturing  Company  at  Rock  Falls,  Illi¬ 
nois.  A  few  years  later  he  engaged  in  the  conduct  of  a  grain  elevator  business 
at  Amboy,  but  eventually  sold  out  to  turn  his  attention  to  merchandising  at  Paw¬ 
paw,  Illinois,  where  he  carried  on  business  for  six  years.  This  brought  him  to 
the  year  1901,  at  which  time  he  came  to  Des  Moines  as  the  Iowa  representative 
of  the  Sterling  Manufacturing  Company.  He  was  for  three  years  a  resident 
of  the  capital  city,  at  the  end  of  which  time  he  went  to  Columbus,  Ohio,  for 
the  same  company,  which  he  represented  there  for  a  year.  He  was  next  sent 
to  Council  Bluffs  on  expert  work  for  the  company  and  remained  in  that  city  for 
a  year.  He  then  returned  to  Des  Moines,  severing  his  connection  with  the 
Sterling  company  to  accept  the  position  of  representative  for  the  Sandwich 
Manufacturing  Company  of  this  city.  Still  later  he  engaged  as  bookkeeper  for 
the  Des  Moines  Implement  Company  and  was  filling  that  position  at  the  time  of 
his  death,  which  occurred  on  the  31st  of  August,  1909.  His  long  association 
with  different  houses  is  proof  positive  of  his  ability  and  fidelity.  What  he 
undertook  he  always  accomplished  and  determination  and  energy  were  crowning 
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points  in  his  career.  He  was  splendidly  qualified  for  his  chosen  line  of  work 
and  this  enabled  him  at  all  times  to  command  remunerative  positions,  while  in  all 
business  relations  he  enjoyed  the  confidence  and  respect  of  his  fellowmen. 

On  the  14th  of  January,  1891,  Mr.  Kratz  was  united  in  marriage,  at  Ster¬ 
ling,  Illinois,  to  Miss  Idelia  John,  who  was  born  in  that  place  and  is  a  daughter 
of  George  B.  and  Mary  A.  John,  who  were  farming  people  and  pioneer  settlers 
of  Whiteside  county  Illinois.  Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kratz  were  born  four  chil¬ 
dren  :  Ella  V.,  George  J.,  Pearl  V.  and  Lowell  B. 

In  his  political  views  Mr.  Kratz  was  a  republican  and  a  public-spirited  cit¬ 
izen,  whose  indorsement  could  always  be  counted  upon  when  matters  of  public 
moment  were  up  for  consideration.  He  was  loyal  to  the  teachings  of  the  Ma¬ 
sonic  fraternity  and  a  faithful  member  of  the  Modern  Woodmen  camp.  The 
basic  principles  of  his  life,  however,  were  found  in  his  religious  faith,  which 
was  in  accord  with  the  teachings  of  the  Methodist  denomination,  his  member¬ 
ship  being  in  Capital  Park  Methodist  Episcopal  church.  At  all  times  honorable 
and  upright,  there  was  much  in  the  life  of  Joseph  L.  Kratz  to  awaken  the  kindly 
regard  and  warm  friendship  of  his  fellowmen. 


DAVID  S.  McQUISTON. 

David  S.  McQuiston,  now  living  retired  at  Des  Moines  and  widely  known 
in  Polk  county  as  one  of  its  most  worthy  and  patriotic  citizens,  was  born  in 
Crawford  county,  Pennsylvania,  November  11,  1834.  He  received  his  early  edu¬ 
cation  in  his  native  state  and  there  grew  to  manhood,  having  in  the  meantime 
learned  the  carpenter’s  trade.  In  1856  he  came  to  Des  Moines,  which  was  then 
a  small  village,  mainly  of  log  houses,  and  presenting  little  evidence  that  it  would 
ever  become  the  beautiful  city  which  it  is  today.  After  working  at  his  trade 
for  some  time  Mr.  McQuiston  located  land  in  Saylor  township,  where  he  built 
a  home,  but,  having  taken  unto  himself  a  wife,  he  began  his  domestic  life  upon 
the  home  place  of  his  father-in-law. 

In  1862  he  enlisted  in  the  Twenty-third  Iowa  Volunteers  and  served  in  the 
Army  of  the  West  until  August  27,  1865,  when  he  received  his  honorable  dis¬ 
charge  in  Texas.  During  the  entire  period  of  his  enlistment  he  was  never 
absent  from  his  regiment  and  was  present  at  every  engagement  in  which  it  par¬ 
ticipated.  He  was  greatly  praised  by  his  officers  for  his  faithful  performance 
of  every  duty.  After  returning  from  the  war  he  continued  actively  engaged 
in  farming  until  1874,  when  he  rented  the  farm  and  moved  to  Des  Moines 
to  educate  his  children.  Here  he  worked  at  his  trade  for  a  number  of  years 
and  also  filled  the  position  of  deputy  county  auditor  under  his  son,  continuing  in 
that  office  for  two  years  after  the  son  retired.  During  recent  years  Mr.  Mc¬ 
Quiston  has  devoted  his  attention  to  looking  after  his  private  interests  and, 
having  acquired  a  competence,  he  is  enjoying  the  results  of  well  directed  ap¬ 
plication. 

In  1858  Mr.  McQuiston  was  united  in  marriage,  in  Saylor  township,  to  Miss 
Avis  Saylor,  who  was  born  in  Van  Buren  county,  Iowa,  in  1837,  a  daughter  of 
John  B.  and  Mary  (Howard)  Saylor,  the  latter  of  whom  was  born  near  Dayton, 
Ohio,  in  1811.  The  father  was  born  in  Boone  county,  Indiana,  in  1807,  and 
came  to  Van  Buren  county,  Iowa,  in  1836,  being  one  of  the  pioneers  of  the 
county.  He  entered  land  on  the  Des  Moines  river,  upon  which  he  took  up  his 
residence,  engaging  as  a  stock-raiser  and  farmer.  The  noted  Indian  chief, 
Black  Hawk,  lived  in  a  cabin  on  this  farm  and  became  a  warm  friend  of  Mr. 
Saylor,  many  other  Indians  in  the  region  also  being  attracted  by  the  white  man’s 
friendly  attitude.  In  1845  Mr.  Saylor  secured  a  contract  to  furnish  the  garrison 
at  Fort  Des  Moines  with  beef  and  provisions.  Accordingly  he  purchased 
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three  hundred  acres  of  land  six  miles  north  of  Des  Moines,  in  what  is  now 
Saylor  township,  and  established  himself  in  a  large  home,  which  was  for 
many  years  the  family  residence.  Pie  improved  his  farm  by  the  erection  of 
buildings,  fences,  planting  of  orchards,  etc.,  making  it  one  of  the  most  valuable 
places  in  the  county.  In  1863,  having  been  selected  as  sutler  of  the  Twenty- 
third  Iowa  Regiment,  he  went  into  the  field  with  the  command  and  died  while 
doing  service  in  the  south.  His  remains  were  afterward  brought  to  Polk  county 
by  Mr.  McQuiston  and  were  deposited  amidst  the  scenes  with  which  he  was 
familiar.  He  will  be  remembered  as  one  of  the  prominent  factors  in  the 
development  of  Polk  county  and  also  as  a  man  of  unusual  determination,  energy 
and  personal  worth.  The  town  of  Saylorville  is  located  upon  a  part  of  the 
farm  which  Mr.  Saylor  owned  and  was  named  in  his  honor. 

Mrs.  Saylor  continued  to  live  upon  the  home  farm  after  her  husband’s 
death,  but  in  1878  she  came  to  Des  Moines  and  spent  the  remainder  of  he** 
life  with  her  daughter.  She  was  a  stanch  friend  of  the  early  immigrants  and 
pioneers  and  no  labor  or  sacrifice  was  to  her  too  great  if  expended  in  their 
behalf.  She  often  invited  the  wives  and  children  of  immigrants  to  spend  the 
night  at  her  home,  and  when  the  travelers  resumed  the  journev  the  next  day 
she  liberally  supplied  them  with  provisions.  She  was  a  constant  and  un¬ 
wearied  friend  of  the  sick  and  unfortunate,  often  sitting  up  all  night  at  the 
bedside  of  the  suffering  neighbor,  and  also  supplying  food  and  medicines  when 
necessary.  She  justly  deserves  a  place  as  one  of  the  remarkable  women 
among  the  pioneers  of  Iowa.  She  was  the  mother  of  eight  children,  namely: 
Thomas  J.,  who  served  through  the  war  in  the  Twenty-third  Iowa  Infantry 
and  is  now  living  near  Des  Moines;  Austin  W.,  deceased,  who  served  also  in 
the  war;  James,  deceased,  who  served  in  the  Twenty-third  Iowa  Infantry; 
William  and  Albin,  both  deceased;  John,  a  member  of  the  Twenty-third  Iowa 
Infantry  who  died  in  1868;  George,  now  living  in  Texas;  and  Avis,  who  mar¬ 
ried  David  S.  McQuiston. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  McQuiston  eleven  children  were  born:  John,  who  served 
as  county  auditor  of  Polk  county  three  terms  and  is  now  located  in  Idaho,  being 
the  father  of  one  child,  Roy;  Edward,  deceased;  Martha,  now  Mrs.  William 
Spry ;  Carrie,  the  wife  of  F.  M.  Snyder,  of  Idaho ;  and  Addie,  at  home.  The 
other  children  all  died  young. 

Mr.  McQuiston  by  an  energetic  and  useful  life  has  greatly  endeared  himself 
to  those  who  know  him.  Fie  has  spent  his  life  in  Iowa  since  1856,  with  the  ex¬ 
ception  of  three  years,  when  he  served  as  a  loyal  soldier  of  the  Union  during 
the  Civil  war,  and  has  been  an  eye  witness  of  the  marvelous  changes  which  have 
taken  place  from  the  log  cabin  to  the  magnificent  modern  home,  and  to  all  the 
recent  appliances  and  appointments  of  civilization.  In  his  affairs  he  has  always 
been  controlled  by  principles  of  honor  and  integrity,  and  his  services  to  the 
county  and  his  fellowmen  fully  entitle  him  to  recognition  as  one  of  the  sub¬ 
stantial  citizens  of  Iowa. 


WALTER  IRISH. 

The  distinction  of  being  the  oldest  member  of  the  staff  of  the  Polk  county 
courthouse  belongs  to  Walter  Irish,  who  for  twenty-four  years  has  been  court 
reporter.  One  of  Iowa’s  sons  Mr.  Irish  was  born  in  Van  Buren  county  on  the 
8th  of  October,  1863.  The  father,  James  D.  Irish,  was  born  in  Licking  county, 
Ohio,  on  the  10th  of  November,  1825,  migrating  from  that  state  to  Indiana, 
where  he  resided  for  several  years,  then  removing  to  Iowa  and  engaging  in 
agricultural  and  mercantile  pursuits.  He  was  twice  married,  four  children  be¬ 
ing  born  of  each  union.  His  second  wife  was  Cecelia  Dahlberg,  who  was  born 
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m  Brantivik,  Sweden,  on  the  15th  of  November,  1827.  They  were  the  parents 
of  the  following  children:  Curtis  F.,  Walter,  Sherman  and  Charles  T.,  all 
married  and  residents  of  this  city.  The  father  passed  away  on  the  nth  of 
November,  1909. 

Walter  Irish  was  reared  at  home,  acquiring  his  education  in  the  public  schools 
of  his  native  county,  after  the  completion  of  which  he  came  to  Des  Moines  to 
take  a  position  in  the  office  of  his  mother’s  brother,  Mr.  Dahlberg,  who  was 
a  lawyer  and  court  reporter.  In  order  to  increase  his  speed  in  shorthand  he 
had  his  nephew  read  legal  documents  to  him.  In  this  way  Mr.  Irish  became 
interested  in  the  work  and  decided  that  he,  too,  would  become  a  reporter.  He 
took  time  during  the  early  period  of  his  reporting  to  study  law  and  in  1899 
was  awarded  his  degree  from  Drake  University.  In  addition  to  his  court  work 
Mr.  Irish  has  also  reported  at  the  legislative  assemblies  and  political  conven¬ 
tions.  He  became  a  resident  of  Des  Moines  in  1883,  being  at  that  time  twenty 
years  of  age,  and  has  lived  here  ever  since  with  the  exception  of  two  years 
when  he  was  identified  with  the  legal  department  of  the  Chicago,  Burlington 
&  Quincy  Railroad  at  Burlington. 

Mr.  Irish  was  married  on  the  6th  of  September,  1886,  to  Miss  Mary  E. 
Duffield,  a  native  of  Keosauqua,  and  a  daughter  of  J.  H.  and  Melissa  (Stanard) 
Duffield.  Her  parents  resided  at  Jerseyville,  Illinois,  where  the  father  was 
engaged  in  the  grain  business.  He  died  July  30,  1904,  and  the  mother  passed 
away  May  8,  19x1.  Mrs.  Irish  belongs  to  one  of  the  old  American  families, 
her  ancestors  having  settled  in  this  country  before  the  Revolution,  in  which  war 
some  of  them  participated. 

Mr.  Irish  belongs  to  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  the  Royal  Arcanum,  while 
his  political  support  has  always  been  accorded  to  the  candidates  of  the  republi¬ 
can  party.  That  he  is  a  most  competent  representative  of  his  profession  is 
evidenced  by  his  long  period  of  connection  with  the  court  of  Polk  county,  the 
length  of  his  service  paying  the  greatest  possible  tribute  to  his  ability. 


LENNA  L.  MEANES,  M.  D. 

In  no  field  of  professional  activity  in  which  women  compete  with  men  have 
they  made  more  rapid  or  successful  progress  than  in  that  of  medicine,  for  the 
practice  of  which  science  they  are  most  ably  adapted  by  nature.  One  of  the 
prominent  women  physicians  of  Des  Moines  is  Dr.  Lenna  U.  Meanes,  who  for 
a  period  of  fourteen  years  has  been  engaged  in  the  practice  of  her  profession 
in  this  city.  She  was  born  in  Jasper  county,  this  state,  her  parents  being  T.  L. 
and  Louisa  C.  (Creighton)  Meanes.  The  father,  who  was  a  native  of  North 
Carolina,  came  to  Iowa  when  a  boy,  locating  in  Mitchellville  during  pioneer  days. 
He  was  one  of  the  well  known  and  successful  farmers  and  stock-raisers  of  that 
section.  A  man  of  more  than  average  intellect  and  business  acumen  he  was 
highly  respected  in  the  community  where  he  resided. 

Being  the  child  of  intellectual  and  cultured  people  Lenna  L.  Meanes  was 
reared  in  an  atmosphere  which  was  conducive  to  progressive  ideas  and  high 
aspirations.  Endowed  with  unusual  mental  qualities  she  was  distinguished  as 
a  pupil  of  more  than  average  power  all  during  the  period  of  her  common  school 
course,  and  upon  her  graduation  from  the  Mitchellville  high  school  matriculated 
m  the  medical  department  of  the  State  University  at  Iowa  City.  She  remained 
there  tor  three  years,  going  to  Drake  University  for  the  last  year  of  her  course 
because  of  the  better  hospital  facilities  she  felt  the  larger  city  afforded.  Imme¬ 
diately  following  the  awarding  of  her  degree  she  established  an  office  in  this  city, 
where  she  has  ever  since  continued  to  practice,  having  become  recognized  as  one 
of  the  most  able  physicians  of  the  city.  She  has  been  associated  with  the  various 
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colleges  and  institutions  of  this  section  of  the  state,  having  acquired  a  much 
more  than  local  reputation  in  the  treatment  of  women’s  and  children’s  diseases. 
From  1898  until  1903  she  was  a  member  of  the  staff  of  the  children’s  hospital, 
while  she  is  now  obstetrician  in  the  Methodist  Hospital,  member  of  the  staff 
at  Mercy  Hospital  and  physician  in  charge  and  obstetrician  at  the  maternity 
home  of  the  Salvation  Army,  and  she  also  fills  the  chair  of  clinical  instructor  in 
obstetrics  at  Drake. 

Dr.  Meanes  is  a  woman  of  recognized  ability  outside  of  her  profession  and 
is  prominently  identified  with  the  women’s  clubs  of  the  city  and  state.  She  is 
now  president  of  the  Professional  Women’s  League  of  Des  Moines,  and  in 
1910  was  president  of  the  Iowa  Women’s  State  Medical  Society,  while  in  1909 
and  1910  she  was  president  of  the  Women’s  Clinical  Society  of  Des  Moines, 
which  holds  free  clinics  for  the  women  of  the  city.  She  maintains  relations 
with  the  members  of  her  profession  through  the  medium  of  the  county  and 
state  medical  societies  and  the  National  Medical  Association.  Progressive  in 
her  ideas,  helpful  in  her  personality,  Dr.  Meanes  always  graciously  volunteers 
her  services  toward  the  support  or  development  of  any  movement  which  win 
in  any  way  tend  to  promote  the  interests  of  the  women  or  children  or  improve 
social  conditions  generally. 


HENRY  S.  BUTLER. 

Starting  out  in  life  without  any  vaulting  ambition  to  accomplish  something 
especially  great  or  famous,  Henry  S.  Butler  has  followed  the  lead  of  his  op¬ 
portunities  doing  as  best  he  could  anything  that  came  to  hand,  seizing  legitimate 
advantages  as  they  have  arisen.  He  has  never  hesitated  to  take  a  forward  step 
when  the  way  was  open.  Although  content  with  what  he  has  attained  as  he 
has  gone  along,  he  has  always  been  ready  to  make  an  advance.  Fortunate  in 
possessing  ability  and  character  that  inspire  confidence  in  others,  the  simple 
weight  of  his  character  and  ability  have  carried  him  into  important  relations 
with  large  interests  until  he  is  now  vice  president  of  the  Iowa  National  &  Des 
Moines  Savings  Bank. 

Henry  S.  Butler  was  born  on  a  farm  in  Oneida  county,  New  York,  on  the 
17th  of  December,  1840,  a  son  of  Ezekiel  G.,  and  Eunice  (Shaw)  Butler.  His 
paternal  ancestors  were  Scotch,  and  on  coming  to  America  settled  in  Vermont, 
but  later  removed  to  New  York.  In  the  maternal  line  he  also  comes  of  an  old 
Vermont  family,  of  Irish  origin  however.  His  youthful  days  were  largely  de¬ 
voted  to  the  acquirement  of  an  education  in  the  district  schools  in  Oneida 
county,  which  he  attended  to  the  age  of  seventeen  years.  When  not  occupied 
with  his  text-books  his  attention  was  largely  given  to  the  work  of  his  father’s 
farm,  which  he  assisted  in  cultivating  throughout  the  periods  of  vacation  and 
even  in  his  school  days  aided  largely  in  the  work  of  the  chores  and  other  labor 
upon  the  home  place.  On  starting  out  in  life  for  himself  he  was  employed  by 
the  Black  River  Improvement  Company,  on  the  construction  of  locks,  dams  and 
canals  on  the  Fox  river  from  Lake  Winnebago  to  Green  Bay.  He  did  all  kinds 
of  work,  much  of  it  of  the  most  arduous  nature,  and  for  a  time  he  ran  the 
engine  used  in  making  repairs  on  locks,  dams,  etc.  He  continued  with  the  Black 
River  Improvement  Company  for  about  three  years  and  then  went  to  Chicago, 
where  he  pursued  a  commercial  course  in  Eastman’s  Business  College.  He  had 
come  to  realize  how  necessary  is  thorough  school  training  as  a  preparation  for 
life’s  practical  and  responsible  duties.  On  completing  his  business  course  he 
was  employed  by  the  firm  of  Dean  &  Mannington,  commission  merchants,  in 
the  capacity  of  bookkeeper  and  office  man  for  two  years.  Later  he  was  asso¬ 
ciated  with  the  McCormick  Harvesting  Machine  Company,  and  for  six  months 
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was  upon  the  road  as  one  of  their  traveling  representatives.  In  1868  he  was 
sent  by  this  company  to  Des  Moines  as  district  representative,  and  filled  the 
position  for  many  years.  What  higher  testimonial  could  be  given  of  faith¬ 
ful  and  efficient  service  than  the  fact  of  his  long  retention  in  the  office. 
In  1892,  after  leaving  the  McCormick  machinery  company,  he  become  connected 
with  the  Iowa  National  Bank,  and  in  1902  and  1903  served  as  its  president. 
Since  1907  he  has  been  vice  president  of  the  Iowa  National  and  Des  Moines 
Savings  Bank,  at  which  time  the  two  banking  institutions  were  consolidated. 
Previous  to  leaving  the  McCormick  Machinery  Company  he  had  been  a  director 
of  the  Iowa  National  Bank  for  five  years.  He  is  today  one  of  the  best  known 
representatives  of  financial  interests  in  the  capital  city,  his  progressive  spirit 
being  tempered  by  safe  conservatism  that  makes  him  a  man  of  well  balanced 
capabilities  and  powers.  His  sound  judgment  provides  against  unwarranted 
risk,  and  at  the  same  time  he  is  actuated  by  a  spirit  of  advancement  that  results 
in  the  constant  promoting  not  only  of  the  scope  of  his  activities  but  of  the  in¬ 
stitution  and  business  enterprise  with  which  he  is  connected.  Aside  from  his 
banking  interests  he  is  a  director  of  the  National  Life  Insurance  Company.  He 
readily  solves  intricate  and  involved  business  problems,  for  in  the  school  of 
experience  he  has  learned  many  valuable  lessons,  and  the  development  of  his 
native  powers  have  made  him  a  forceful  factor  in  business  and  financial  circles. 

Mr.  Butler  was  married  in  Kalamazoo,  Michigan,  to  Miss  Aurelia  Everett, 
a  daughter  of  Mahlan  Everett,  and  a  native  of  Michigan.  Their  children  are : 
Maude,  who  on  the  26th  of  November,  1910,  in  Des  Moines,  was  united  in  mar¬ 
riage  to  Thomas  Harris,  of  Topeka,  Kansas;  and  Bruce  E.  The  latter  married 
Edna  Trumpler,  a  native  of  Iowa.  They  reside  at  Des  Moines  where  Bruce  E. 
Butler  is  engaged  in  the  real-estate  and  loan  business. 

In  his  political  views  Mr.  Butler  is  a  democrat,  having  affiliated  with  the 
party  since  President  Cleveland’s  first  term,  although  he  was  reared  in  the  faith 
of  the  republican  party.  He  is  a  Master  Mason,  and  a  member  and  vice  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Bankers  Club  of  Des  Moines.  He  is  not  a  society  man  in  the  usually 
accepted  sense  of  the  term,  preferring  the  pleasures  of  his  own  home  and  the 
companionship  of  his  family  and  friends.  He  attributes  much  of  his  success 
to  the  encouragement  and  assistance  of  his  wife.  He  started  out  in  life  a  poor 
boy,  and  unfaltering  effort  and  unflagging  perseverance  have  been  dominant 
elements  in  his  continuous  progress  that  has  brought  him  from  a  humble  po¬ 
sition  in  the  business  world  to  a  leading  place  among  Iowa’s  financiers. 


CHARLES  W.  VOSS. 

One  of  the  popular  and  able  ministers  of  the  Lutheran  denomination  in  Des 
Moines  is  Charles  W.  Voss,  who  for  three  years  has  had  charge  of  Zion’s 
German  Lutheran  parish.  He  is  one  of  the  five  children  born  unto  Christ  and 
Dorothy  (Swartz)  Voss,  his  birth  occurring  in  Pomeroy,  Ohio,  on  the  3d  of 
April,  1867.  His  parents  were  natives  of  Germany,  in  which  country  they 
were  also  married,  migrating  to  the  United  States  and  locating  on  a  farm  in 
the  vicinity  of  Pomeroy  in  1864. 

Charles  W.  Voss  was  reared  on  the  farm,  acquiring  his  early  education  in 
the  district  and  public  schools  of  his  native  county,  after  the  completion  of 
which  he  attended  the  Capital  University  at  Columbus,  Ohio,  graduating  with 
the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts  in  1888.  Having  decided  to  devote  his  life  to 
the  church  he  later  studied  for  the  ministry,  satisfactorily  passing  the  examina¬ 
tion  and  being  ordained  in  1891.  His  first  charge  was  at  Philo,  Ohio,  where 
he  remained  for  two  years  and  at  the  expiration  of  that  period  left  the  church 
with  a  larger  and  more  regular  attendance,  a  renewed  spiritual  interest  and  in 
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a  good  financial  condition.  From  there  he  went  to  the  northwest,  having 
accepted  a  call  into  the  missionary  field  of  Washington  and  Idaho,  where  he 
developed  strong  organizing  powers  and  executive  ability.  He  found  the  spirit¬ 
ual  needs  of  the  people  to  be  very  great,  the  district  was  large  and  the  settle¬ 
ments  scattered,  but  despite  the  long  trips  he  was  forced  to  make  1o  get  from 
one  community  to  another  he  preached  five  sermons  every  Sunday,  until  finally 
his  health  broke  down  under  the  excessive  strain.  In  1899  resigned  and 
returned  to  Ohio,  having  accepted  a  charge  at  Steubenville,  where  he  found 
the  church  very  badly  run  down.  He  soon  infused  into  the  small  and  rather 
indifferent  congregation  some  of  his  own  spirituality,  the  result  being  a  larger 
attendance  and  a  renewed  and  awakened  interest  in  the  work.  Mr.  Voss  was 
pastor  there  for  three  years  and  during  this  time  the  church  built  a  new  par¬ 
sonage  and  made  many  improvements  in  the  parish  property.  From  there  he 
went  to  Cardington,  Ohio,  meeting  with  excellent  success  in  the  work  in  his 
five  and  a  half  years’  ministry  there.  At  the  expiration  of  that  period  he  re¬ 
ceived  a  call  from  the  church  of  Des  Moines,  with  which  he  has  ever  since  been 
connected.  The  work  of  the  parish,  including  both  the  church  and  school,  is 
thriving  and  the  results  of  his  ministry  highly  gratifying  and  encouraging. 

For  his  wife  and  helpmate  Mr.  Voss  chose  Miss  Annetta  Dickes,  the  daughter 
of  Hiram  Dickes,  a  veteran  of  the  Civil  war  who  served  for  four  years  in  thd' 
Army  of  the  Potomac.  Three  children  have  been  born  unto  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Voss :  Erma  D.,  who  is  a  student  in  the  high  school  and  a  teacher  of  the  Sunday 
school;  Herald  K.,  who  is  also  in  school;  and  Charles  W.,  an  infant.  Mrs. 
\ross  has  always  taken  an  active  and  helpful  interest  in  the  work  of  the  church 
and  parish  and  is  well  fitted  to  organize  societies,  conduct  business  meetings  and 
preside  at  the  social  functions  held  at  the  parsonage.  She  is  now  acting  as  pres¬ 
ident  of  the  Ladies’  Aid  Society.  Mr.  Voss  holds  membership  in  the  synods 
of  Ohio,  Iowa  and  several  other  states  in  which  he  has  ministered  to  the  spirit¬ 
ual  needs  of  the  people. 


DR.  CLAUDE  F.  SPRING. 

Dr.  Claude  F.  Spring,  successfully  engaged  in  the  practice  of  osteopathy  in 
Des  Moines,  was  born  in  Ames,  Iowa,  on  the  5th  of  October.  1875.  His 
father,  W.  W.  Spring,  is  a  native  of  Ohio,  his  natal  day  being  May  16,  1828.  He 
was  interested  in  a  carding  mill  until  1855  when  he  came  to  Iowa  and  took  up 
general  agricultural  pursuits,  still  residing  on  a  farm  near  Ames.  In  1854  he  had 
wedded  Miss  Amy  Coffelt,  whose  birth  occurred  near  Greencastle,  Indiana,  and 
who  is  likewise  still  living.  During  the  progress  of  the  Civil  war  Mr.  Spring 
twice  attempted  to  enlist  for  service  but  was  rejected  on  account  of  physical  dis¬ 
ability.  He  was  the  father  of  ten  children,  six  of  whom  yet  survive,  as  fol¬ 
lows  :  Margaret  E.,  who  is  the  widow  of  B.  W.  Smith  and  resides  at  Ames ; 
Lucy  E.,  the  wife  of  Frank  Snowden,  of  Ames;  Ulysses  S.,  who  is  married 
and  also  makes  his  home  at  Ames ;  E.  May,  of  Des  Moines ;  Charles  W.,  who 
is  married,  lives  in  Des  Moines  and  is  connected  with  the  Chamberlain  Medical 
Company;  and  Claude  F.,  of  this  review. 

The  last  named  supplemented  his  preliminary  education,  obtained  in  the 
common  schools  of  Ames,  by  a  course  of  study  in  the  Iowa  State  College  at 
Ames,  while  subsequently  he  attended  Still  College  of  Osteopathy.  While  still 
a  student  he  began  farming  near  Ames  and  later  was  associated  with  his  father 
and  brother  in  the  conduct  of  an  implement  store  at  that  place.  He  next  enlisted 
for  service  in  the  Spanish-American  war  and  spent  an  entire  summer  in  Chick- 
amauga  Park,  Georgia.  In  the  spring  of  1900  he  came  to  Des  Moines  and  took 
up  the  study  of  osteopathy,  completing  the  course  in  1902.  Locating  for  prac- 
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tice  at  Boone,  he  there  resided  for  two  years  and  then  returned  to  Des  Moines, 
having  here  remained  continuously  since.  His  offices  are  in  the  Securities 
building.  He  has  thorough  understanding  of  anatomy  and  the  component  parts 
of  the  human  body  and  in  his  practice  his  efforts  have  been  attended  with  such 
excellent  results  that  his  business  has  grown  largely  through  the  recommenda¬ 
tion  of  friends  who  have  become  his  patrons.  He  is  a  member  of  the  county 
state  and  district  osteopathic  associations  and  served  as  president  of  the  county 
organization  for  two  years.  Dr.  Spring  also  pursued  a  course  in  optometry  and 
practices  that  profession  in  connection  with  osteopathy.  He  likewise  teaches 
theory  and  special  pathology  at  the  Still  College  of  Osteopathy.  Research,  in¬ 
vestigation  and  experience  are  constantly  broadening  his  knowledge  and  pro¬ 
moting  his  efficiency  as  a  practitioner  and  public  indorsement  is  given  him  in 
a  liberal  patronage. 

On  the  nth  of  February,  1904,  Dr.  Spring  was  joined  in  wedlock  to  Miss 
Mary  G.  LeGuire,  a  native  of  Bertram,  Iowa,  who  lost  her  father,  an  Iowa 
agriculturist,  in  early  childhood.  Airs.  LeGuire  is  still  living.  Dr.  and  Mrs. 
Spring  have  one  son,  Claude  L.,  who  was  born  in  Des  Moines  on  the  8th  of 
April,  1907. 

Dr.  Spring  is  independent  in  politics,  supporting  men  and  measures  rather  than 
party.  His  religious  faith  is  indicated  by  his  membership  in  th£  Methodist 
church.  In  his  practice  he  maintains  the  highest  standard  of  professional  ethics, 
gaining  thereby  the  unqualified  respect  and  good  will  of  his  professional  brethren. 


ROBERT  JAMES  BANNISTER. 

Robert  Tames  Bannister  who,  entering  upon  the  practice  of  law  on  the  1st  of 
August,  1903,  has  since  made  continuous  progress  in  a  profession  which  has 
important  bearing  upon  the  stability  and  permanent  development  of  a  com¬ 
munity  and  in  which  advancement  must  depend  upon  individual  merit  and  capa¬ 
bility,  was  born  at  Ottumwa,  Iowa,  September  2,  1878,  a  son  of  Colonel  Dwight 
Bannister,  U.  S.  A.,  and  Lavinia  M.  Bannister.  The  father  died  January  30, 
1899.  The  son,  reared  in  his  native  city,  was  graduated  from  the  Ottumwa 
high  school  with  the  class  of  1896  and  pursued  his  more  specifically  classical 
course  in  the  State  University  of  Iowa,  being  graduated  from  the  department 
of  liberal  arts  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Philosophy  in  1901.  He  then 
took  up  the  study  of  law  and  won  the  LL.  B.  degree  upon  his  graduation  from 
the  law  department  of  the  State  LTiiversity  in  1903.  On  the  1st  of  August  of 
that  year  he  began  practice  in  Ottumwa,  removing  to  Des  Moines  in  the  spring 
of  1904,  where  he  is  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Bannister  &  Cox.  He  has  made 
substantial  progress  in  his  profession,  bending  all  his  energies  toward  the  at¬ 
tainment  of  success  along  this  line.  He  prepares  his  cases  with  provident  care 
and  wide  research  always  characterizes  his  preliminary  reading.  His  legal 
learning,  his  analytical  mind  and  the  readiness  with  which  he  grasps  the  points 
of  an  argument  all  combine  to  make  him  an  effective  advocate  and  safe  coun¬ 
sellor.  Aside  from  his  profession,  he  has  other  business  interests,  being  a 
director  of  the  Century  Savings  Bank  and  president  of  che  Iowa  Investment 
Company  of  Des  Moines. 

On  the  2d  of  June,  1909,  in  Des  Moines,  Mr.  Bannister  was  married  to 
Miss  Lucille  Thomas,  a  daughter  of  Dr.  and  Airs.  C.  G.  Thomas.  They  have 
one  son,  Robert  Clarkson  Bannister,  born  in  Des  Aloines,  August  25,  1910. 
Mr.  Bannister  holds  membership  in  the  Pilgrim  Congregational  church.  He  was 
reared  in  the  faith  of  the  republican  party  and  has  always  been  a  stalwart  cham¬ 
pion  of  its  principles.  He  belongs  to  the  Sigma  Nu,  the  Phi  Delta  Phi  and  the 
Phi  Beta  Kappa  college  fraternities,  and  also  holds  membership  with  the 
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Knights  of  Pythias,  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America,  the  Court  of  Honor  and 
the  Royal  Arcanum.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Law  Club  of  Des  Moines, 
the  Grant  Club,  the  Hyperion  Field  and  Motor  Club  and  the  Grant  View  Golf 
Club.  In  his  profession  he  is  prompted  by  a  laudable  ambition  that  causes  him 
to  put  forth  most  earnest  effort  toward  the  attainment  of  success,  knowing  also 
that  advancement  at  the  bar  must  depend  entirely  upon  personal  ability  and 
merit,  and  that  the  successful  lawyer  must  possess  a  keen,  analytical  mind,  plus 
business  sense  and  a  ready  capacity  for  hard  work. 


C.  B.  DOCKSTADER. 

A  valiant  soldier  in  behalf  of  the  stars  and  stripes  during  the  Civil  war,  C.  B. 
Dockstader,  of  Des  Moines,  has  demonstrated  the  traits  of  courage  and  self- 
reliance  as  well  in  times  of  peace  and  is  today  at  the  head  of  one  of  the  most 
important  mercantile  concerns,  the  business  of  which  has  largely  been  developed 
under  his  administration.  He  is  a  native  of  Pennsylvania  and  was  born  Octo¬ 
ber  i,  1844.  He  comes  of  Revolutionary  ancestry,  his  grandfather  on  the  ma¬ 
ternal  side  having  served  in  the  patriot  army  under  General  Washington. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  Frederick  Dockstader,  was  born  in  New  York  in 
1801.  He  engaged  in  farming  and  came  to  Iowa  in  1856,  taking  up  his  residence 
in  Carroll  county,  where  he  continued  during  the  remainder  of  his  life.  The 
mother,  whose  maiden  name  was  Catherine  Young,  was  also  a  native  of  New 
York  state.  They  were  the  parents  of  the  following  children:  Ezra,  deceased; 
Margaret,  who  became  the  wife  of  Henry  Dartt  and  died  leaving  one  child ;  Henry 
and  Hiram,  both  of  whom  are  deceased;  James,  who  is  married  and  lives  in  Kan¬ 
sas;  C.  B. ;  Minerva,  the  wife  of  J.  Neilson,  of  New  York;  and  Wilford,  de¬ 
ceased. 

C.  B.  Dockstader  received  his  early  education  in  the  common  schools  and 
came  with  his  parents  to  Iowa  at  the  age  of  twelve  years.  He  assisted  his 
father  upon  the  home  farm  until  the  beginning  of  the  Civil  war  and  then,  like 
thousands  of  patriotic  young  men,  he  offered  his  services  to  help  preserve  the 
Union,  becoming  a  member  of  the  Ninth  Iowa  Volunteers.  He  participated  in 
many  important  battles  and  movements,  being  present  at  the  battle  of  Arkansas 
Post,  the  siege  of  Vicksburg,  and  the  battles  of  Jacksonville,  Lookout  Mountain, 
Chattanooga,  Missionary  Ridge  and  many  other  less  important  engagements. 
He  was  taken  prisoner  by  the  enemy  and  confined  for  twelve  months  in  a  stock¬ 
ade  at  Andersonville,  Georgia,  where  he  underwent  great  suffering.  However, 
possessing  a  good  constitution,  he  survived  and  was  honorably  mustered  out  of 
service  after  a  period  of  three  years  and  ten  months  in  the  army. 

He  engaged  in  farming  until  1875  anc^  then  gave  up  agriculture  for  mercan¬ 
tile  life,  being  identified  with  the  hardware  business  at  Panora,  Iowa,  until  1882 
when  he  came  to  Des  Moines  and  purchased  the  interest  of  Mr.  Barnett  in  the 
dry-goods  store  of  Barnett  &  Wilkins,  the  title  of  the  firm  being  changed  to  that 
of  Dockstader  &  Wilkins.  He  applied  himself  with  great  determination  to  his 
business  and  about  1900  became  sole  owner  of  the  store,  which  is  now  conducted 
under  the  title  of  the  C.  B.  Dockstader  Company,  two  of  his  sons  holding  an 
interest  in  the  business.  It  is  now  a  flourishing  department  store  and  gives  em¬ 
ployment  to  more  than  thirty  persons.  The  house  is  well  known  on  account 
of  the  fairness  and  reliability  of  its  dealings  and  the  excellent  quality  of  its 
goods. 

Mr.  Dockstader  was  married  in  July,  1866,  to  Miss  Amelia  Brown,  of  Iowa, 
whose  father,  H.  O.  Brown,  was  a  veterinary  surgeon,  and  whose  mother  before 
her  marriage  was  Miss  S.  E.  Gee.  Three  children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  ar\d 
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Mrs.  Dockstader:  George,  now  in  partnership  with  his  father,  who  married  Miss 
Lenna  Bruner  and  has  three  children,  Mary,  Roland  and  an  infant ;  Florence, 
the  wife  of  Charles  Christian  and  the  mother  of  one  child,  Harvey ;  and  Irvin, 
also  in  partnership  with  his  father,  who  married  Miss  Florence  Hackman. 

Mr.  Dockstader  gives  his  political  allegiance  to  the  republican  party.  He  is 
prominent  in  fraternal  and  social  life  and  is  a  member  of  the  Odd  Fellows,  the 
Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen,  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  and  the 
East  Des  Moines  Commercial  Club.  Ever  ready  to  assist  in  promoting  the  pub¬ 
lic  good,  he  is  highly  esteemed  for  his  generous  and  manly  traits,  and  is  recog¬ 
nized  as  one  of  the  leaders  in  the  business  circles  of  the  city. 


JACOB  L.  MELOY. 

Among  the  recent  commercial  ventures  incorporated  in  Des  Moines  must  be 
mentioned  the  Park  Coal  Company,  located  at  Sixth  and  Corning  avenues  under 
the  management  of  Jacob  L.  Meloy.  Mr.  Meloy  was  born  in  Clearfield  county, 
Pennsylvania,  on  the  6th  of  June,  1862,  a  son  of  James  M.  and  Margaret  A. 
(Kopp)  Meloy,  who  were  also  natives  of  the  Keystone  state  The  father,  who 
was  a  millwright,  worked  at  his  trade  until  the  breaking  out  of  the  Civil  war, 
when  he  enlisted  and  went  to  the  front  with  the  Pennsylvania  regulars.  Being 
taken  by  the  enemy  he  was  sent  to  Andersonville  prison,  where  he  passed  away 
in  1864,  at  the  end  of  fifteen  months,  his  health  at  last  succumbing  to  the  close 
confinement,  unsanitary  conditions  and  lack  of  wholesome  food  just  one  day 
before  all  the  prisoners  were  released.  Mrs.  Meloy,  who  is  now  sixty-seven 
years  of  age,  continues  to  make  her  home  in  her  native  state. 

The  boyhood  and  youth  of  Jacob  L.  Meloy  were  spent  in  Pennsylvania,  the 
district  schools  of  which  he  attended  until  he  was  fourteen  years  of  age,  when 
he  went  to  Altoona  to  work  in  the  Pennsylvania  car  shops,  where  he  remained 
five  years.  Migrating  to  Iowa  in  March,  1881,  he  located  in  Jasper  county, 
where  he  engaged  in  farm  work,  following  that  occupation  until  July,  1882,  when 
he  went  to  Oskaloosa  to  work  in  the  coal  mines,  where  he  remained  until  fall. 
He  then  went  to  Nebraska,  renting  a  half  section  of  land  in  Burt  county,  which 
he  cultivated  for  five  years.  Returning  to  Iowa  in  1887,  he  located  in  Mahaska 
county,  accepting  a  position  as  weighmaster  with  the  Consolidated  Coal  Com¬ 
pany,  with  which  he  remained  five  years.  At  the  end  of  that  period  he  went  to 
Oskaloosa  to  enter  the  employ  of  the  Iowa  Fuel  Company,  in  the  capacity  of 
boss  and  prospector,  being  identified  with  them  until  1904.  Upon  leaving  that 
service  he  bought  a  drilling  machine  and  began  prospecting  for  himself,  going 
all  over  the  state.  In  the  meantime  he  bought  a  home  in  Des  Moines  where  he 
located  his  family  while  he  continued  to  prospect  until  1909,  when  he  sold  out 
and  went  to  South  Dakota,  where  he  railroaded  for  a  year.  Returning  to  Des 
Moines  at  the  expiration  of  that  time  he  again  prospected  until  September, 
1910,  when  he  withdrew  in  order  to  engage  with  Dr.  B.  H.  Woods,  J.  D.  Owen, 
Chester  Kiefer  and  E.  Roberts  in  organizing  the  Park  Coal  Company.  This 
firm  handles  coal,  cement,  lime  and  feed  of  all  kinds,  in  addition  to  which  they 
operate  a  mill  where  they  grind  all  of  their  feed.  The  company  was  incorpor¬ 
ated  on  the  1st  of  February,  1911,  Mr.  Meloy  being  made  manager  and  treas¬ 
urer.  Besides  the  large  stock  which  they  are  carrying  they  own  the  property 
where  their  business  is  located,  and,  although  the  company  is  yet  in  its  infancy, 
present  indications  portend  a  most  promising  future. 

Mr.  Meloy  was  united  in  marriage  on  the  14th  of  July,  1882,  to  Miss  Eliza 
A.  Youngkin,  a  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Elizabeth  Youngkin,  who  were  natives 
of  Pennsylvania,  in  which  state  Mrs.  Meloy  was  also  born.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Youngkin  migrated  to  Iowa  in  1864,  locating  on  a  farm  near  Davenport,  where 
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they  had  resided  four  years  when  they  removed  to  a  farm  of  their  own  in  Jas¬ 
per  county.  This  place  is  still  being  cultivated  by  the  father  but  Mrs.  Young- 
kin  passed  away  in  1909.  Nine  children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Meloy, 
as  follows:  Margaret  M.,  the  wife  of  Charles  Hammond,  a  railroad  contractor 
living  at  Blanchard;  Bessie  E.,  who  became  the  wife  of  William  Gerbhart,  of 
Des  Moines;  Catherine  M.,  who  married  Charles  Bissett,  a  piano  maker,  of 
Crete,  Illinois;  James  M.,  twenty-one  years  of  age,  who  is  a  machinist  living  at 
home;  Joseph  Y.,  eighteen,  working  for  his  father;  William  H.,  who  is  sixteen; 
Luther  C.,  fourteen ;  Herbert,  ten ;  and  Glen  L.,  eight  years  of  age.  The  last 
four  are  all  attending  school. 

The  family  affiliate  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  in  which  the  par¬ 
ents  hold  membership,  while  fraternally  Mr.  Meloy  is  identified  with  the  Inde¬ 
pendent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  the  Modern  Wood¬ 
men  of  America.  The  family  reside  at  No.  3328  Fourth  street,  where  they  have 
a  very  comfortable  home.  Although  his  views  in  political  matters  accord  with 
the  principles  of  the  republican  party,  Mr.  Meloy  votes  independently  at  all 
local  elections,  giving  his  support  to  the  man  he  feels  is  best  qualified  to  advance 
the  interests  of  the  community. 


RICHARD  R.  ROLLINS. 

Richard  R.  Rollins,  a  prominent  figure  in  the  financial  circles  of  Des  Moines 
and  in  all  business  affairs  manifesting  that  keen  discernment  which  for  lack  of 
a  better  term  has  been  called  commercial  sense,  is  now  president  of  the  Des 
Moines  Realty  &  Securities  Company  and  a  director  in  other  financial  institu¬ 
tions  of  the  city.  He  was  born  in  Des  Moines,  February  4,  1872,  a  son  of  John 
R.  and  Sarah  E.  Rollins.  The  family  is  of  Scotch-Irish  origin,  although  it  has 
been  represented  for  over  two  centuries  in  New  Hampshire,  Maine  and  Ver¬ 
mont.  In  the  year  1857  John  R.  Rollins  came  to  Des  Moines  and  in  the  inter¬ 
vening  years  to  his  death  left  a  strong  and  beneficial  influence  upon  the  edu¬ 
cational,  commercial  and  financial  undertakings  of  this  city.  He  was  first  super¬ 
intendent  of  the  city  schools  but  later  turned  his  attention  to  merchandising  and 
subsequently  became  identified  with  various  banking  and  industrial  undertak¬ 
ings.  He  served  for  ten  years  as  councilman  from  the  old  third  ward  and  de¬ 
clined  a  renomination,  preferring  the  quiet  and  retirement  of  private  life.  In 
office  his  loyalty  to  duty  and  intellectual  recognition  of  the  possibilities  and  de¬ 
mands  of  the  situation  enabled  him  to  do  splendid  service  and  his  fellow  towns¬ 
men  gave  expression  of  the  appreciation  of  his  worth  by  again  and  again  call¬ 
ing  him  to  office.  In  his  later  years  he  was  a  director  of  the  Citizens  National 
Bank,  the  German  Savings  Bank  and  the  Security  Loan  &  Trust  Company  and 
was  president  and  director  of  the  Iowa  Pipe  &  Tile  Company.  His  death  oc¬ 
curred  in  1903,  at  the  age  of  seventy-nine  years. 

Richard  R.  Rollins  was  graduated  from  the  West  Des  Moines  high  school 
in  the  class  of  1891  and  made  his  initial  step  in  the  business  world  as  an  em¬ 
ploye  of  R.  G.  Dun  &  Company,  with  whom  he  remained  for  a  year.  Realizing 
the  value  and  necessity  of  further  educational  training  if  he  should  attain  to 
positions  of  responsibility  and  prominence  in  the  business  world  such  as  his  am¬ 
bition  pointed  out  to  him,  he  resumed  his  studies  and  was  graduated  from  Am¬ 
herst  College  in  1896.  He  then  entered  the  law  department  of  the  Lffiiversity 
of  Iowa  and  was  graduated  in  1898.  He  won  the  degrees  of  Bachelor  of  Sci¬ 
ence  and  Bachelor  of  Law  and  at  Amherst  became  a  member  of  the  Phi  Beta 
Kappa  and  is  also  a  member  of  the  Chi  Psi.  While  in  school  in  Iowa  City  he 
was  president  of  the  law  class  in  1897.  He  took  up  the  study  of  law  not  for  the 
purpose  of  practice  but  in  order  to  further  qualify  him  for  the  responsibilities 
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of  business  life.  He  became  identified  with  manufacturing  interests  in  Des 
Moines  as  secretary  and  manager  of  the  Rollins  Vinegar  &  Pickle  Company, 
which  sold  out  in  1904,  and  the  following  year  he  turned  his  attention  to  the 
investment  brokerage  business,  in  which  he  is  still  engaged.  He  was  the  pro¬ 
moter  and  builder  of  the  Grant  Club  building  and  of  the  Securities  office  build¬ 
ing  and  has  thus  contributed  to  the  material  improvement  of  the  city.  In  finan¬ 
cial  affairs  he  has  shown  that  his  judgment  is  sound,  his  discrimination  keen  and 
his  spirit  of  enterprise  strongly  marked.  He  is  now  president  of  the  Des  Moines 
Realty  &  Securities  Company,  a  director  of  the  Security  Loan  &  Trust  Company 
and  the  Security  Loan  &  Investment  Company  and  is  identified  with  several 
other  financial  institutions  of  the  city. 

At  Des  Moines,  on  the  23d  of  November,  1899.  Mr.  Rollins  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Miss  Gertrude  Getchell,  a  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles  H. 
Getchell.  Her  father  was  an  early  settler  here  and  prominent  in  the  lumber 
and  planing  mill  business  and  in  various  other  business  activities.  Their  only 
child,  Richard  R.  Rollins,  Jr.,  was  born  June  24,  1906. 

Mr.  Rollins  is  by  inheritance,  training  and  conviction  a  republican.  He  has 
no  political  aspirations  and  although  pledged  the  almost  unqualified  support  of 
the  Civic  League  and  the  business  interests  of  the  city  he  declined  in  1906  and 
again  in  1908  to  enter  the  mayoralty  contest,  having  no  desire  to  hold  public 
office.  He  belongs  to  no  secret  organization  except  the  Benevolent  and  Protect¬ 
ive  Order  of  Elks,  which  he  joined  in  1898.  He  is.  however,  a  valued  member 
of  the  Grant  Club,  the  Golf  and  Country  Club  and  the  Commercial  Club  and  is 
helpfully  interested  in  all  of  the  movements  of  the  latter  for  the  benefit  of  the 
city,  the  exploitation  of  its  resources  and  advantages  and  the  stimulus  of  its 
commercial  activity. 


GEORGE  N.  FRINK. 

George  N.  Frink,  of  Des  Moines,  who  is  well  known  throughout  Iowa  as 
one  of  the  most  capable  fraternal  society  workers  in  the  state,  is  a  native  of 
Bentonville,  Fayette  county,  Indiana. 

He  was  born  March  1,  1859,  a  son  of  Rufus  E.  and  Katherine  (Spong) 
Frink,  the  former  of  whom  was  born  at  Montrose,  Pennsylvania,  in  July,  1832, 
and  the  latter  at  Bentonville.  The  father  served  in  an  Indiana  regiment  for  three 
years  at  the  time  of  the  Civil  war.  A  brother  also  served  in  the  Union  army  and 
was  taken  prisoner  by  the  Confederates  and  confined  for  thirteen  months  in  a 
stockade  at  Andersonville,  Georgia.  There  were  seven  children  in  the  family  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Frink,  six  of  whom  survive,  namely:  George  N.,  of  this  review; 
Emma,  the  wife  of  Charles  Brakefield,  of  Centralia,  Illinois ;  M.  S.,  who  is  mar¬ 
ried  and  lives  in  Centralia;  Rossa,  the  wife  of  O.  E.  Thomas,  of  Centralia;  and 
Nancy  E.  and  Myrtle,  also  of  Centralia. 

George  N.  Frink  received  his  early  education  in  the  district  schools  of  Hamil¬ 
ton  county,  Indiana,  and  for  five  years,  after  laying  aside  his  books,  he  engaged 
in  farming.  In  1881  he  came  to  Polk  county,  Iowa,  and  ran  a  mill  for  one  year 
at  Berwick.  He  then  opened  a  bakery  and  restaurant  which  he  conducted  until 
1899,  when  he  disposed  of  his  business,  having  been  elected  state  deputy  of  the 
Modern  Woodmen  of  America,  a  position  which  he  still  fills.  He  organizes  new 
lodges  and  has  charge  of  the  work  of  increasing  the  membership  of  the  order  in 
the  state,  having  complete  control  of  the  field  work  in  Iowa.  He  has  been  highly 
successful  in  a  work  for  which  he  is  remarkably  well  adapted  by  experience  and 
talent.  Prior  to  accepting  the  position  of  state  deputy,  and  while  still  engaged 
in  the  bakery  and  restaurant  business,  he  was  clerk  of  U.  S.  Grant  Camp,  No. 
108.  M.  W.  A.,  a  position  which  he  filled  for  sixteen  and  one-half  years,  during 
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which  time  the  membership  of  the  camp  was  increased  from  one  hundred  and 
fifty-six  to  thirteen  hundred  and  seventy-two.  This  is  one  of  the  most  notable 
records  of  the  kind  that  has  ever  been  made  in  America.  He  resigned  his  posi¬ 
tion  as  clerk  of  the  camp  in  July,  1908,  in  order  to  devote  his  entire  attention  to 
organization  throughout  the  state. 

In  March,  1882,  Mr.  Frink  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Ada  Doane,  of 
Zionsville,  Indiana,  a  daughter  of  Eli  and  Louisa  Doane,  the  father  being  a  well 
known  farmer  of  Boone  county.  Two  sons  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Frink:  Earl  D.,  a  graduate  of  the  Capital  Park  high  school,  who  studied  law  for 
two  years  in  college,  but  was  obliged  to  give  up  his  ambition  to  become  a  law¬ 
yer  on  account  of  failing  eyesight ;  and  Raymond  E.,  who  is  now  a  student  in 
the  East  high  school. 

Mr.  Frink  is  a  warm  friend  of  education.  He  was  for  seven  years  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  school  board  of  Capital  Park  and  president  of  the  board  for  five  years. 
Politically  he  gives  his  support  to  the  republican  party.  He  is  identified  with 
the  Christian  church  and  is  a  deacon  in  the  Capital  Hill  church  of  that  denomina¬ 
tion.  Fraternally  he  holds  membership  in  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America, 
the  Knights  of  Pythias,  the  Modern  Brotherhood  of  America,  the  Brotherhood 
of  American  Yeomen,  and  the  Royal  Neighbors.  His  great  success  as  an  organ¬ 
izer  has  made  his  name  familiar  in  fraternal  circles  throughout  the  United 
States,  and  it  is  entirely  within  the  bounds  of  truth  to  say  that  he  is  one  of  the 
most  popular  men  in  Iowa. 


GRANT  MORROW. 

Grant  Morrow,  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  Iowa  Dairy  Company,  has 
been  a  resident  of  Des  Moines  for  twenty  years  and  has  just  reason  to  be  proud 
that  he  took  up  his  residence  in  this  beautiful  city.  He  is  a  native  of  Wabash 
county,  Indiana,  born  May  1 1,  1868,  and  is  a  son  of  Simon  S.  and  Mary  E.  (Till¬ 
man)  Morrow,  the  former  of  whom  was  born  in  Ohio  and  the  latter  in  Wabash 
county,  Indiana.  The  father  is  now  living  retired.  The  great-grandfather  on 
the  paternal  side  was  a  native  of  Pennsylvania  and  the  ancestors  on  the  maternal 
side  were  early  settlers  of  the  state  of  Ohio,  later  removing  to  Indiana. 

Grant  Morrow  received  his  early  education  in  the  district  schools  of  Wayne 
and  Union  counties,  Iowa,  later  attending  the  Commercial  and  Normal  College 
of  Shenandoah,  Iowa.  He  left  school  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  and  taught  for 
three  years  at  Thayer.  However,  he  was  attracted  to  mercantile  life  and,  giving 
up  his  occupation  of  teaching,  he  came  to  Des  Moines  in  1891  and  entered  the 
employ  of  the  Des  Moines  Dairy  Company  as  bookkeeper.  In  1896  he  organized 
the  Iowa  Dairy  Company,  of  which  he  was  secretary  and  manager,  the  company 
during  its  early  years  being  a  copartnership.  In  1902  it  was  incorporated  and 
Mr.  Morrow  was  made  secretary  and  treasurer  and  still  continues  in  those  offices. 
This  company  has  become  one  of  the  leading  dairy  enterprises  of  the  city  and 
handles  about  one  thousand,  eight  hundred  gallons  of  milk  per  day,  its  annual 
business  amounting  to  about  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  thousand  dollars. 
Fifteen  years  ago  the  company  began  its  existence  and  its  first  day’s  sale  was  one 
pint  of  milk.  This  development  has  been  almost  phenomenal.  Its  affairs  have 
been  managed  remarkably  well  and  it  is  greatly  to  the  credit  of  Mr.  Morrow 
that  he  has  from  the  beginning  been  a  leading  factor  in  this  organization. 

On  the  23d  of  March,  1890,  Mr.  Morrow  was  married  to  Miss  Dora  Allison, 
a  daughter  of  George  W.  Allison,  of  Union  county,  Iowa.  Three  children  have 
blessed  this  union:  Ethel,  who  was  born  February  19,  1894;  Glen,  who  was  born 
January  19,  1898;  and  Hale,  born  October  1,  1905. 
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Fraternally  Mr.  Morrow  is  identified  with  Capital  Lodge,  No.  no,  A.  F.  & 
A.  M.,  and  he  is  also  a  member  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  the 
Modern  Woodmen  of  America  and  the  Brotherhood  of  American  Yeomen.  In 
politics  he  gives  his  support  to  the  republican  party,  but  fie  has  not  aspired  to 
public  ofhce,  his  time  being  mainly  occupied  with  his  growing  business.  Be¬ 
ginning  as  a  poor  boy,  he  has  won  his  way  to  financial  independence  through 
perseverance  and  a  worthy  ambition  to  accomplish  laudable  aims.  The  Iowa 
Dairy  Company  is  a  monument  to  his  business  judgment,  of  which  any  one  might 
be  proud,  and  as  a  man  faithful  to  his  duties  and  responsibilities  his  character 
inspires  increasing  respect  and  esteem. 


CONRAD  AMEND. 

Tribute  must  ever  be  paid  to  the  self-made  man,  the  strength  of  whose  de¬ 
termination  has  enabled  him  to  overcome  all  obstacles  in  the  way  of  the  realiza¬ 
tion  of  his  ambition.  Germany  has  furnished  this  country  with  many  such  ex¬ 
amples,  one  of  the  most  notable  in  Des  Moines  being  Conrad  Amend,  whose  birth 
occurred  in  Steinau,  near  Frankfort,  Germany,  on  the  3d  of  January,  1849.  His 
parents,  William  and  Marie  (Knabelauch)  Amend,  were  natives  of  the  same 
place,  and  there  the  father  was  successfully  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  shoes 
until  his  demise  in  1852.  The  mother,  however,  came  to  America  to  make  her 
home  with  her  son,  after  he  was  established,  but  only  remained  a  short  time, 
returning  to  the  old  country  where  she  passed  away  in  1890,  having  reached  the 
venerable  age  of  seventy-five  years. 

Conrad  Amend  was  given  the  advantages  of  but  a  limited  education,  his  school 
days  being  terminated  at  the  age  of  eleven  years,  when  together  with  a  relative 
he  embarked  for  the  United  States  to  seek  his  fortune.  They  landed  in  New 
York  on  the  nth  of  September,  i860,  where  they  remained  for  one  year,  during 
which  time  the  lad  followed  such  employment  as  he  could  obtain.  At  the  expira¬ 
tion  of  that  period  he  went  to  Buffalo  and  there  he  remained  for  six  years.  Half 
of  the  time  he  worked  for  a  farmer,  but  the  remaining  period  was  spent  in  a 
large  meat  market,  where  he  thoroughly  mastered  every  detail  of  the  business, 
having  resolved  that  should  be  his  life  vocation.  In  1869  he  determined  to  go 
farther  west,  feeling  convinced  that  better  opportunities  awaited  him  in  a  more 
recently  settled  community. 

He  was  only  twenty  years  of  age,  but  he  had  saved  enough  of  his  meager 
salary  to  enable  him  to  start  into  business  for  himself,  so  he  opened  a  market  in 
Des  Moines,  which  boasted  of  about  fifteen  thousand  inhabitants  and  had  but 
one  railroad.  His  first  shop  was  located  at  Second  and  Vine  streets,  in  the  imme¬ 
diate  vicinity  of  the  farmers’  market,  where  he  remained  for  two  years,  and  then 
removed  to  Third  street.  He  continued  in  the  latter  place  for  many  years,  going 
from  there  to  304  Walnut  street,  where  he  has  ever  since  been  established.  Here 
he  has  erected  a  modern  business  block,  which  is  a  credit  to  the  locality  and  which 
is  divided  into  two  store  rooms,  for  he  now  conducts  an  up-to-date  grocery  as  well 
as  meat  market.  He  has  met  with  excellent  success  and  now  has  branch  houses 
in  various  parts  of  the  city,  all  of  which  are  doing  a  good  business.  Always  be¬ 
lieving  in  the  commercial  future  of  Des  Moines,  Mr.  Amend  has  invested  heavily 
in  real  estate  and  has  realized  profitable  returns  from  his  holdings.  He  is  also 
financially  interested  in  various  other  local  enterprises. 

In  Des  Moines  on  the  25th  of  January,  1872,  Mr.  Amend  was  united  in  mar¬ 
riage  to  Miss  Mary  Cronig,  who  passed  away  on  the  30th  of  June,  1897.  Ten 
children  were  born  of  this  union William,  who  was  born  on  the  3d  of  January, 
1873,  and  died  on  the  1st  day  of  the  same  month,  1907;  and  John,  George  and 
Edward,  all  of  whom  are  engaged  in  business  with  their  father;  Emma,  who  is 
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keeping  house  for  the  family ;  Herman  and  Albert,  also  working  for  their  father ; 
Arthur  who  is  attending  the  Capital  City  Commercial  College ;  and  Mary  and 
Ralph,  who  attend  the  Irwin  school.  Mr.  Amend  is  very  proud  of  his  sons,  and 
well  he  may  be,  as  they  are  all  regarded  as  promising  young  business  men.  The 
religious  faith  of  the  family  is  manifested  through  their  affiliation  with  the  Luth¬ 
eran  church. 

Ever  since  granted  the  full  rights  of  citizenship  Mr.  Amend  has  given  his 
support  to  the  candidates  of  the  republican  party,  but  as  he  has  never  aspired  to 
official  honors  has  not  actively  participated  in  civic  affairs.  His  life  is  an  ex¬ 
cellent  example  of  what  it  is  possible  to  accomplish  by  tenaciously  clinging  to  a 
definite  purpose  with  the  firm  determination  of  attaining  the  goal.  With  but 
limited  education,  no  knowledge  of  the  language  or  customs  of  the  country  and 
scarcely  any  means,  he  came  to  the  United  States  when  but  a  mere  lad  and  with 
no  assistance,  save  such  as  industry,  preseverance  and  integrity  must  ever  obtain, 
has  reached  a  position  which  commands  the  respect  of  the  entire  community.  He 
is  regarded  as  a  man  of  unusual  business  acumen  and  his  opinion  and  judgment 
is  often  sought  and  relied  upon  by  men  whose  advantages  in  life  have  been  far 
greater  than  his.  Five  times  Mr.  Amend  has  crossed  the  Atlantic  to  visit  his 
friends  and  relatives  in  the  old  country,  by  all  of  whom  he  is  highly  regarded. 
He  has  never  regretted  leaving  the  land  of  his  birth  to  become  a  citizen  of  Amer¬ 
ica,  and  has  ever  been  loyal  in  thought  and  speech  to  the  country  which  has  pro¬ 
vided  him  with  the  opportunities  of  which  he  has  made  such  excellent  use. 


WILLIAM  E.  EVANS. 

Many  theories  have  been  advanced  concerning  success,  but  careful  analyzation 
of  the  fact  always  brings  one  to  the  same  conclusion — that  determination,  en¬ 
ergy  and  laudable  ambition  constitute  the  basis  of  advancement  in  business,  and 
these  qualities  have  been  strongly  manifested  in  the  life  of  William  E.  Evans, 
now  a  prominent  representative  of  the  coal  trade  of  Des  Moines.  He  was  born 
in  Mahaska  county,  Iowa,  February  27,  1874,  and  spent  his  youthful  days  upon 
the  home  farm  of  his  father,  David  J.  Evans,  who  was  a  native  of  South  Wales 
and  came  to  America  in  1855,  at  which  time  he  settled  near  Oskaloosa,  Iowa. 
He  devoted  his  life  to  farming  and  passed  away  July  19,  1907,  at  the  age  of  sev¬ 
enty-three  years.  He  married  Ann  L.  Lloyd,  a  native  of  Pomeroy,  Ohio,  who 
died  July  9,  1903,  at  the  age  of  sixty-seven  years. 

William  E.  Evans  was  educated  in  the  country  schools  of  Mahaska  county 
and  spent  two  years  in  the  Oskaloosa  high  school  and  three  months  in  the  Oska¬ 
loosa  Business  College,  putting  aside  his  text-books  permanently  when  twenty- 
one  years  of  age.  In  the  meantime  he  had  become  familiar  with  all  departments 
of  farm  work,  for  from  an  early  age  he  had  assisted  in  the  labors  of  the  field. 
After  leaving  school  he  engaged  in  clerking  in  the  grocery  store  of  Howell  & 
Hammond  of  Oskaloosa,  believing  that  he  would  find  commercial  pursuits  more 
congenial  than  farm  life.  He  continued  in  that  service  for  two  years,  after' 
which  he  became  assistant  mailing  clerk  in  the  Oskaloosa  postoffice.  A  year  later 
he  secured  a  position  with  the  Avery  Supply  Company,  dealers  in  general  mer¬ 
chandise  at  Avery,  IowTa,  and  there  remained  for  two  years  doing  clerical  and 
office  work,  bookkeeping,  etc.  On  his  return  to  Oskaloosa  he  entered  the  service 
of  the  Chew  &  Blair  Grocery  Company,  continuing  in  that  position  for  two 
years,  after  which  he  removed  to  Hocking,  Iowa,  and  there  became  bookkeeper 
for  the  Hocking  Supply  Company,  dealers  in  general  merchandise.  After  spend¬ 
ing  eighteen  months  there  he  came  to  Des  Moines  in  July,  1901,  his  first  position 
in  this  city  being  with  the  Norwood  Coal  Company  as  bookkeeper.  He  remained 
with  that  firm  for  four  years  and  then  resigned  his  position  to  form  a  partner- 
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ship  with  J.  Norwood  under  the  name  of  the  Evans  Fuel  Company.  They  began 
business  at  Twentieth  and  East  Grand  streets  in  East  Des  Moines  and  the  part¬ 
nership  was  continued  for  about  three  years,  at  the  end  of  which  time  Mr.  Nor¬ 
wood  sold  his  interest  to  S.  Davis.  No  change,  however,  was  made  in  the  firm 
name  until  a  short  time  later  when  Mr.  Davis  sold  out  to  E.  L.  Lloyd  and  the 
name  was  changed  to  the  Evans-Lloyd  Fuel  Company.  The  business  was  in¬ 
corporated  on  the  ist  of  May,  1908,  Air.  Evans  becoming  the  secretary  and  treas¬ 
urer,  with  Mr.  Lloyd  as  president.  The  offices  of  the  company  were  transferred 
in  May,  1909,  to  the  Fleming  building  on  Sixth  avenue.  They  are  today  the 
largest  retail  coal  dealers  in  the  city,  doing  an  extensive  annual  business,  which 
has  been  built  up  throughout  by  close  application,  unfaltering  energy  and  straight¬ 
forward  dealing. 

On  the  26th  of  May,  1897,  Mr.  Evans  was  united  in  marriage,  in  Oska- 
ioosa,  to  Miss  Effie  M.  Chew,  a  daughter  of  E.  D.  Chew  and  a  native  of  Ma¬ 
haska  county,  born  May  21,  1874.  Her  people  were  early  settlers  ot  that  county. 
One  child  has  been  born  to  this  marriage,  Elmo,  who  was  born  in  Oskaloosa, 
November  26,  1898.  The  parents  are  members  of  the  Asbury  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  church  and  Mr.  Evans  belongs  to  Myrtle  Capital  Lodge,  No.  9,  K.  P.  In 
politics  he  is  a  republican  and  in  matters  of  citizenship  his  influence  is  always 
on  the  side  of  progress  and  improvement.  He  deserves  much  credit  for  what 
he  has  accomplished.  He  was  the  youngest  in  a  family  of  seven  children  and 
the  necessity  of  providing  for  his  own  livelihood  confronted  him  at  a  com¬ 
paratively  early  age.  All  through  the  years  in  which  he  was  employed  by  others 
his  faithfulness  and  ability  enabled  him  to  command  good  positions  and  gradu¬ 
ally  he  worked  his  way  upward  until  at  length  his  careful  habits  enabled  him  to 
embark  in  business  on  his  own  account.  Since  that  time  he  has  made  steady  and 
gratifying  progress,  the  name  of  Evans  being  now  largely  synoymous  with  the 
retail  coal  trade  of  the  city.  There  has  been  no  esoteric  phase  in  his  life.  He 
has  worked  persistently  and  energetically  and  the  years  have  chronicled  his  ad¬ 
vancement  from  a  humble  position  to  one  of  affluence  and  prominence  in  the 
trade  circles  of  Des  Moines. 


DANIEL  BONUS. 

Although  only  twenty-five  years  of  age,  Daniel  Bonus,  director  of  the  Mid- 
Western  Conservatory  at  Des  Moines,  has  attained  high  standing  in  his  profes¬ 
sion  and  is  justly  entitled  to  the  credit  he  receives  as  a  talented  and  accomplished 
artist.  He  is  a  native  of  Chicago,  born  May  14,  1886,  and  very  early  in  life  gave 
evidence  of  possessing  unusual  musical  talent.  He  received  his  preliminary  edu¬ 
cation  in  the  public  schools  of  Chicago  and  was  graduated  from  the  high  school 
in  1903,  having  then  arrived  at  the  age  of  seventeen. 

He  began  the  study  of  music  at  the  age  of  seven,  an  uncle  being  his  teacher 
upon  the  violin.  He  next  received  instruction  on  the  same  instrument  under 
.Henry  Scheld,  a  noted  composer,  and  later  under  Rudolph  Berliner,  of  the  Chi¬ 
cago  Conservatory  of  Music.  His  next  teacher  was  the  late  S.  E.  Jacobsohn,  who 
is  regarded  as  having  been  one  of  the  greatest  violin  teachers  of  America.  He 
continued  under  Mr.  Jacobsohn  and  Joseph  T.  Ohlheiser  for  seven  years,  during 
this  time  also  studying  composition  and  orchestration  with  Bessie  Ayres,  Louis 
Campbell  Tipton,  Dr.  Louis  Falk  and  Felix  Borowski.  He  received  a  teacher’s 
certificate  from  the  Chicago  Musical  College  in  1903  and  was  graduated  from 
that  institution  the  year  following.  He  took  a  post-graduate  course  and  was 
awarded  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Music,  the  second  highest  honor  that  the  in¬ 
stitution  can  bestow. 
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As  a  singer  he  attracted  favorable  attenton,  even  as  a  child,  and  has  studied 
under  Joseph  Leach,  an  English  baritone,  John  Henderson,  of  New  York,  Senor 
Nicola  Lentini,  of  Milan,  Italy,  and  others.  He  went  to  Europe  in  ordei  to  meet 
the  great  teachers  and  traveled  through  Switzerland,  Germany,  France  and 
England,  studying  in  various  places.  He  speaks  German,  Italian  and  French  and 
is  an  accomplished  teacher  of  German  and  Italian. 

As  a  composer  he  has  attracted  many  favorable  comments  and  has  issued 
works  for  the  voice  and  the  violin.  In  Chicago  he  taught  for  several  years  and 
for  five  years  was  an  instructor  in  Simpson  College.  Coming  to  Des  Moines  in 
June,  1910,  he  has  since  most  ably  filled  the  position  of  director  of  the  Mid- 
Western  Conservatory.  He  is  an  enthusiastic  advocate  of  a  symphony  orchestra 
for  Des  Moines  and  there  is  every  probability  that  he  will  within  a  reasonable 
time  be  at  the  head  of  such  an  organization. 

On  the  28th  of  Tune,  1910,  Mr.  Bonus  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Esther 
Chaiken,  of  Chicago.  He  is  now  fairly  launched  in  a  profession  for  which  he  is 
remarkably  well  adapted  by  talents  and  education.  Judging  by  what  he  has  al¬ 
ready  accomplished,  no  musician  in  America  can  look  forward  to  a  more  prom¬ 
ising  future  than  the  gentleman  whose  name  introduces  this  review.  Since  his 
arrival  in  Des  Moines  he  has  taken  an  active  part  in  the  promotion  of  music  and 
deserves  the  greatest  credit  for  the  interest  which  has  been  aroused  under  his 
skilful  guidance  within  the  last  year. 

o  * 


WILLIAM  ALFRED  COOPER. 

William  Alfred  Cooper  is  remembered  not  only  as  a  successful  business  man, 
displaying  marked  executive  force  and  keen  discernment  in  the  management  of 
the  affairs  of  the  Northwestern  Suspender  Company,  but  he  also  left  an  indelible 
impress  upon  the  community  because  of  his  sterling  traits  of  character  in  other 
directions,  his  stanch  advocacy  of  the  cause  of  temperance  and  his  fidelity  to  the 
moral  teachings  which  have  their  root  in  the  church. 

He  was  born  in  Cooperstown,  Venango  county,  Pennsylvania,  August  15, 
1844,  and  represented  one  of  the  old  New  England  families  founded  in.  America 
in  early  colonial  days.  His  grandfather,  William  Cooper,  was  a  captain  of  the 
Revolutionary  war,  valiantly  espousing  the  cause  of  liberty  until  victory  crowned 
the  American  arms.  He  married  Rachel  Philson,  and  their  son,  James  Irwin 
Cooper,  became  the  father  of  William  A.  Cooper.  Having  arrived  at  years  of 
maturity  James  I.  Cooper  married  Amanda  Cochrane,  of  Meadville,  Pennsylvania, 
a  daughter  of  Colonel  Cochrane,  of  the  Revolutionary  war.  It  was  James  Cooper 
who  founded  and  named  the  town  of  Cooperstown,  where  he  resided  until  1853, 
when  he  removed  with  his  family  to  Cedar  county,  Iowa.  Some  time  afterward 
he  took  up  his  abode  upon  a  farm  near  Wilton  in  Cedar  county  and  there  made 
his  home  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1874.  As  a  pioneer  settler  he  con¬ 
tributed  to  the  early  progress  and  development  of  the  state,  proving  his  worth 
as  a  citizen  of  the  communities  in  which  he  lived. 

William  A.  Cooper  spent  his  youthful  days  in  his  parents’  home,  coming  with 
the  family  to  Iowa  when  but  nine  years  of  age.  He  was  therefore  practically 
reared  in  this  state  and  with  its  interests  was  identified  throughout  his  remaining 
days.  He  was  a  youth  of  only  seventeen  years  when  he  responded  to  the  coun¬ 
try’s  call  for  aid,  enlisting  as  a  member  of  Company  G,  Thirty-fifth  Iowa  Volun¬ 
teer  Infantry.  Although  so  young,  no  veteran  of  twice  his  years  displayed  any 
greater  loyaltv  or  fidelity  to  the  cause  which  he  espoused.  He  thus  faced  the 
enemy’s  fire  on  southern  battlefields,  participating  in  the  engagements  of  Vicks¬ 
burg,  Nashville,  Spanish  Fort  and  others  of  almost  equal  importance.  He  was 
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mustered  out  at  Davenport  at  the  close  of  the  war  and  with  a  most  creditable 
military  record  returned  home. 

During  the  early  period  of  his  residence  in  Iowa  Mr.  Cooper  worked  at  the 
breaking  plow  behind  oxen,  assisting  in  the  arduous  task  of  developing  the  home 
farm,  to  the  work  of  which  he  returned  when  the  war  was  over  although  he  soon 
afterward  accepted  a  position  in  the  dry-goods  store  of  Charles  Witmer  at  Wil¬ 
ton.  There  he  remained  for  a  brief  period,  after  which  he  began  clerking  for  F. 
Bacon,  and  in  1876  embarked  in  business  on  his  own  account,  becoming  a  partner 
of  W.  H.  Bacon  in  the  conduct  of  a  clothing  store.  This  partnership  was  ter¬ 
minated  by  the  death  of  Mr.  Bacon  on  the  4th  of  May,  1878,  after  which  Mr. 
Cooper  purchased  his  interest  and  for  a  time  was  at  the  head  of  one  of  the  largest 
business  houses  of  the  kind  in  that  section.  He  successfully  conducted  the  enter¬ 
prise  until  1886,  when  he  sold  out  and  in  June,  1887,  came  to  Des  Moines.  For 
two  years  thereafter  he  was  one  of  the  representatives  of  the  Mutual  Life  Insur¬ 
ance  Company,  but  on  the  expiration  of  that  period  purchased  an  interest  in  the 
suspender  factory  of  this  city  and  devoted  his  remaining  days  to  the  development 
of  the  Northwestern  Suspender  Company  and  the  extension  of  its  trade  interests. 
Under  his  control  the  business  grew  rapidly,  becoming  one  of  the  important  man¬ 
ufacturing  concerns  of  Des  Moines.  Mrs.  Cooper  still  retains  the  interest  for¬ 
merly  held  by  her  husband  and  is  now  vice  president  of  the  company. 

It  was  on  the  23d  of  June,  1870,  that  Mr.  Cooper  was  united  in  marriage  at 
WTilton,  Iowa,  to  Miss  Bell  Witmer,  a  daughter  of  George  and  Catherine  (Wirt) 
Witmer,  who  were  natives  of  Northumberland  county,  Pennsylvania,  who  came 
to  Iowa  at  an  early  period  in  its  development.  Mrs.  Cooper  was  born  in  North¬ 
umberland  county,  May  6,  1848,  and  by  her  marriage  became  the  mother  of  six 
children:  Wirt  Arthur,  now  deceased ; .Charles  Clarence,  who  is  looking  after  the 
interests  of  the  family  in  the  suspender  business ;  Mrs.  Elsie  May  Matthews,  of 
San  Francisco,  California;  Mrs.  Grace  Maude  Messenger,  of  Urbandale,  Iowa; 
Myrtle  Mabel  and  Harold  Wilbur,  both  at  home. 

The  death  of  the  husband  and  father  occurred  July  3,  1907,  when  he  was  in 
the  sixty-third  year  of  his  age.  It  came  to  him  when  he  was  in  the  midst  of  a 
highly  successful  and  honorable  business  career,  his  work  proving  an  element  in 
the  commercial  welfare  of  Des  Moines  as  well  as  the  source  of  his  own  pros¬ 
perity.  He  did  not  confine  his  attention  to  business,  however,  to  the  exclusion 
of  all  else,  but  found  time  and  opportunity  to  aid  movements  and  measures  for 
the  public  good.  Questions  of  moment  received  his  earnest  consideration  and  he 
stood  by  all  that  he  believed  to  be  right  and  by  the  principles  which  he  deemed  in¬ 
dispensable  elements  in  the  development  of  honorable  manhood.  He  was  ever 
an  earnest  and  indefatigable  temperance  worker  and  w^as  equally  active  and  help¬ 
ful  as  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian  church,  doing  everything  in  his  power  to 
further  its  growth  and  extend  its  influence.  His  political  allegiance  was  given 
to  the  republican  party.  He  was  rich  in  those  qualities  which  men  esteem  as  of 
value  in  the  world  and  thus  his  death  was  the  occasion  of  deep  and  widespread 
regret. 


WILLIAM  HERBERT  HARWOOD. 

William  Herbert  Harwood,  secretary  and  manager  of  the  Inter  State  Realty 
Company,  in  which  connection  he  is  developing  one  of  the  finest  residence  por¬ 
tions  of  the  city,  has  throughout  his  life  displayed  an  initiative  spirit  that  has 
carried  him  into  important  relations  and  made  his  work  of  signal  service  and 
benefit  in  the  upbuilding  of  the  community  in  which  he  has  operated.  Iowa 
numbers  him  among  her  native  sons,  his  birth  having  occurred  in  Fairbank, 
Buchanan  county,  August  28,  1857.  His  parents  were  William  Newton  and 
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Lucia  (Sabin)  Harwood,  the  former  a  native  of  Herkimer  county,  New  York, 
and  the  latter  of  Burlington,  Vermont.  In  the  paternal  line  he  is  descended 
from  Captain  Nathan  Harwood,  of  Windsor,  Massachusetts,  who  was  a  soldier 
•of  the  Revolutionary  war.  There  is  a  complete  genealogical  record  of  the  fam¬ 
ily  back  to  1738,  in  which  year  the  Harwood  homestead  at  Littleton,  Massachu¬ 
setts,  was  purchased  from  the  Indians  and  has  been  continuously  in  possession 
of  the  family  since  that  time.  William  N.  Harwood  was  a  carpenter  by  trade, 
following  that  pursuit  until  1863,  when  he  enlisted  in  the  Union  army  and  died 
in  the  service  in  1865. 

William  H.  Harwood  pursued  his  early  education  in  the  common  schools 
of  Bremer  county,  Iowa,  and  afterward  attended  the  State  Teachers  College  at 
Cedar  Falls,  Iowa,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  June,  1879.  His  youthful 
experiences  were  those  of  the  farm  boy  and  at  the  age  of  seventeen  years  he 
began  teaching  in  the  country  schools,  following  the  profession  for  six  years, 
during  which  time  he  was  principal  of  the  schools  at  Oelwein,  Fairbank  and 
New  Hartford,  Iowa.  Later  he  turned  his  attention  to  the  banking  and  real- 
estate  business,  in  which  he  engaged  in  Lake  Mills,  Iowa,  in  1881.  Four  years 
were  there  passed  and  in  1885  he  came  to  Des  Moines,  where  he  was  chosen 
secretary  and  treasurer  of  a  loan  company,  with  which  he  was  thus  officially 
connected  until  1892.  He  afterward  conducted  a  private  loan  real-estate 
and  insurance  business  for  ten  years,  on  the  expiration  of  which  period  he  or¬ 
ganized  the  Inter  State  Realty  Company  of  which  he  is  now  secretary  and  man¬ 
ager.  In  this  connection  he  is  largely  engaged  at  the  present  writing,  in  the 
winter  of  1910-11,  in  the  development  of  Gil-Mar  Park,  an  exclusive  residence 
addition  to  this  city.  His  labors  in  his  present  line  of  business  have  been  a 
tangible  element  in  the  city’s  development  and  improvement  and  while  he  has 
won  the  substantial  profits  of  labor,  he  has  at  the  same  time  contributed  in 
substantial  measure  to  the  welfare  of  the  city.  He  is  associated  in  his  real- 
estate  operations  with  the  Hon.  W.  B.  Martin,  who  was  secretary  of  state  for 
Iowa  for  six  years,  and  G.  S.  Gilbertson,  who  was  treasurer  of  the  state  for  six 
years.  In  all  of  the  fields  of  business  in  which  he  has  operated  his  labors  have 
been  resultant  and  beneficial.  He  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Des  Moines 
Broad  Gauge  Street  Railway  Company,  which  owned  the  first  street  railway  in 
Des  Moines  operated  by  electric  power.  This  company  afterward  merged  with 
the  Des  Moines  Narrow  Gauge  Street  Railway  and  formed  the  basis  for  the 
present  Des  Moines  Electric  Railway  System.  Mr.  Harwood  is  also  secretary 
and  treasurer  of  the  Western  Land  &  Irrigation  Company,  a  corporation  own¬ 
ing  sixteen  thousand  acres  of  land  in  Wyoming.  He  is  president  of  the  Des 
Moines  Real  Estate  Exchange  and  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  prominent  repre¬ 
sentatives  of  real-estate  interests  in  the  capital  city.  Formerly  he  was  auditor 
and  secretary  of  the  Great  Western  Accident  Association  and  treasurer  of  the 
Bankers  Accident  Company  of  Des  Moines.  His  keen  discrimination  into  busi¬ 
ness  situations  enables  him  to  readily  understand  the  opportunity  of  coordinat¬ 
ing  forces  into  a  harmonious  whole  for  the  attainment  of  larger  success. 

Aside  from  the  interests  which  are  strictly  of  a  business  character  Mr.  Har¬ 
wood  has  figured  in  the  public  life  of  the  city  in  various  official  and  other  con¬ 
nections.  He  was  a  member  of  the  board  of  education  of  North  Des  Moines 
from  1896  until  1898  and  was  a  member  of  the  board  of  trustees  of  the  State 
Teachers  College  at  Cedar  Falls,  Iowa,  in  1908  and  1909.  This  was  succeeded 
by  the  state  board  of  education,  established  in  the  latter  year.  In  January, 
1 91 1 ,  he  was  elected  president  of  the  Des  Moines  Real  Estate  Association  for 
one  year;  was  chosen  a  member  of  the  executive  committee  of  the  National 
Real  Estate  Association  to  represent  Des  Moines ;  and  elected  a  delegate  to  the 
annual  meeting  of  that  association  at  Denver,  Colorado,  July  18-20,  1911.  He, 
with  others,  was  instrumental  in  getting  a  law  passed  in  the  legislature  in  regard 
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to  smoke  abatement  and  is  secretary  and  a  member  of  the  Des  Moines  Smoke 
Abatement  Committee. 

In  politics  he  is  a  progressive  republican,  serving  as  president  of  the  Young 
Men’s  Republican  Club  in  1893  and  as  a  delegate  to  numerous  conventions  of 
his  party.  In  1892  lie  was  an  assistant  sergeant  at  arms  in  the  national  repub¬ 
lican  convention  at  Minneapolis.  He  is  in  harmony  with  the  purposes  and  plans 
of  those  men  who  are  seeking  to  make  the  party  the  instrument  of  public  opin¬ 
ion  and  not  the  tool  of  the  few  and  in  all  matters  of  citizenship  he  has  displayed 
a  progressive  spirit  that  seeks  to  do  away  with  an  existing  order  of  things  when 
it  is  detrimental  to  the  best  welfare  and  introduce  ideas  that  are  in  keeping  with 
the  advancing  spirit  of  the  times. 

On  the  25th  of  November,  1880,  in  Cedar  Falls,  Iowa,  Mr.  Harwood  was 
united  in  marriage  by  Professor  J.  C.  Gilchrist,  then  president  of  the  State  Teach¬ 
ers  College,  to  Miss  Jennie  A.  Macy,  a  daughter  of  Nathan  and  Jeannette  Macy, 
of  Springdale,  Iowa.  Mrs.  Harwood  is  a  Quaker  and  a  direct  descendant  of 
Goodman  Macy,  of  Nantucket  Island.  They  have  only  one  child,  a  son,  Her¬ 
bert  Macy  Harwood,  who  was  born  February  5,  1886,  in  Des  Moines,  and  was 
graduated  from  the  West  Des  Moines  high  school  in  1904,  after  which  he  at¬ 
tended  the  University  of  Chicago  in  1904-5.  In  the  fall  of  the  latter  year  he 
entered  the  University  of  Iowa  and  was  graduated  on  the  completion  of  the  lib¬ 
eral  arts  course  in  1908  and  on  the  completion  of  the  law  course  in  June,  1910. 
For  three  years  he  was  editor  of  the  Daily  Iowan  and  is  now  a  reporter  on  the 
Des  Moines  Daily  Register  and  Leader. 

Mr.  Harwood  is  not  affiliated  with  any  church  but  has  acted  as  a  trustee 
for  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church  at  Lake  Mills,  Iowa,  and  for  the  Prospect 
Park  Methodist  Episcopal  church  of  Des  Moines.  More  recently  he  has  at¬ 
tended  the  Christian  Science  church  of  this  city  and  is  recognized  as  a  man  of 
liberal  religious  views.  Fraternally  he  is  connected  with  Des  Moines  Lodge, 
No.  68,  Knights  of  Pythias,  and  served  as  prelate,  vice  chancellor,  chancellor 
commander  and  past  chancellor  between  the  years  1887  and  1892.  He  also  be¬ 
longs  to  Capital  Lodge,  No.  no,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  to  the  Grant  Club,  the  Coun¬ 
try  Club  and  to  the  Iowa  chapter  of  the  Sons  of  the  American  Revolution.  En¬ 
dowed  by  nature  with  sound  judgment  and  an  accurate,  discriminating  mind, 
he  has  not  feared  that  laborious  attention  to  the  details  of  business  so  necessary 
to  achieve  success,  and  this  essential  quality  is  guided  by  a  sense  of  moral  right 
which  will  tolerate  the  employment  only  of  those  means  that  will  bear  the  most 
rigid  examination  and  by  a  fairness  of  intention  that  neither  seeks  nor  requires 
disguise.  It  is  but  just  and  merited  praise  to  say  of  him  that  as  a  business  man 
he  ranks  with  the  ablest,  as  a  citizen  he  is  honorable ;  prompt  and  true  to  every 
engagement  and  as  a  man  he  enjoys  the  honor  and  esteem  of  all  classes  of  peo¬ 
ple,  of  all  creeds  and  political  proclivities. 


ARTHUR  EVERTS  DEWEY,  D.  O. 

Among  the  practitioners  of  osteopathy  in  Des  Moines  is  Dr.  Arthur  Everts 
Dewey  who,  since  1907,  has  been  a  resident  of  this  city  and  has  met  with  marked 
success  in  his  calling.  He  is  a  native  of  Alpine,  Schuyler  county,  New  York, 
born  June  13,  1873,  a  son  of  George  Johnson  and  Cornelia  Ann  (Everts)  Dewey. 
The  father  served  during  the  Civil  war  as  a  private  in  Company  F,  Eighty-ninth 
New  York  Volunteers.  Shortly  after  the  war  he  was  married  to  Miss  Cornelia 
Ann  Everts  and  settled  on  a  farm  in  Schuyler  county  where  the  family  lived  for 
forty-five  years,  when  he  and  his  wife  removed  to  Montour  Falls,  New  York. 
They  were  lifelong  church  members  and  earnest  workers  in  every  movement 
aiming  to  advance  the  moral  and  spiritual  welfare  of  the  community.  The  father 
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was  descended  from  Dr.  Levi  Ives,  of  Boston,  Massachusetts,  and  the  grand¬ 
father  of  our  subject  was  named  Levi  Ives  Dewey  in  honor  of  Dr.  Ives,  ant 
was  a  native  of  Connecticut.  The  mother  descended  from  Judah  Everts,  who 
came  from  England  to  America  with  two  brothers.  The  name  is  suppose 
originally  to  have  been  spelled  Evarts.  The  grandfather  of  our  subject  on  the 
maternal  side,  Marshal  M.  Everts,  was  born  in  Vermont  in  1802  apd  was  a  typ- 
ical  Green  Mountain  Yankee.  He  engaged  in  the  Baptist  ministry  tor  01  ) 
years  The  grandmother,  on  the  maternal  side,  was  Lovma  Reed  who  was 
born  in  Connecticut  in  1800.  Her  father’s  name  was  Noah  Reed  and  her  giand- 
mother  was  Hannah  (Winter)  Green,  descended  on  the  Winter  side  from  a 
wealthy  landowner  in  the  north  of  Ireland,  and  one  of  her  ancestors  in  the 
Green  branch  of  the  family  was  General  Greene  of  Revolutionary  war  fame. 

Arthur  E.  Dewey  received  his  education  in  the  country  schools,  the  Montour 
Falls  high  school  and  Cook  Academy,  both  of  the  latter  being  located  at  -  on- 
tour  Falls.  Pie  attended  the  Courtland  State  Normal  School  at  Couitland,  A  e\\ 
York,  and  in  June,  1904,  graduated  from  the  S.  S.  Still  College  ot  Osteopath} 
at  Des  Moines  with  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Osteopathy.  He  was  a  student 
in  the  medical  college  of  Drake  University  from  September,  1907  to  June, 
T909.  He  engaged  in  teaching  for  seven  years  in  New  \  ork  state,  aftei  which 
he  began  to  prepare  for  the  practice  of  osteopathy.  He  began  piactice  at  At¬ 
lantic,  Iowa,  in  July,  1904,  and  attracted  a  lucrative  clientage,  but  sold  this 
business  in  September,  1907,  when  he  removed  to  Des  Homes  and  became  a 
student  of  Drake  University.  He  has  served  as  professor  in  the  Still  College 
of  Osteopathy  since  September,  1907,  and  professionally  is  a  member  of  the 
American  Osteopathic  Association,  the  Iowa  Osteopathic  Association,  and  the 
Polk  County  Osteopathic  Association,  having  served  as  president  of  the  latter 
organization.  The  profession  of  osteopathy  had  its  start  in  1894,  and  after 
seventeen  years  of  progress  has  enrolled  over  five  thousand  licensed  practi¬ 
tioners  and  is  recognized  by  statute  in  forty-two  states,  the  practitioners  being 
allowed  to  proceed  without  molestation  in  the  remaining  states  and  territories. 

On  the  5th  of  July,  1905,  Dr.  Dewey  was  married  at  Montezuma,  Iowa,  to 
Miss  Nina  Almetta  Wilson,  the  seventh  child  of  James  Walker  and  Elvina 
Madison  (Taylor)  Wilson.  Mrs.  Dewey  was  graduated  from  the  Montezuma 
high  school  in  1889.  After  teaching  in  the  country  schools  she  attended  Iowa 
Wesleyan  University  and  also  became  a  student  of  the  Chicago  Training  School, 
and  later  attended  Grinnell  College.  She  was  graduated  in  1905  from  the  S.  S. 
Still  College  of  Osteopathy  with  the  title  of  Doctor  of  Osteopathy.  She  then 
took  an  examination  under  the  state  medical  board  and  received  a  ceitificate 
to  practice  for  life  in  the  state  of  Iowa.  Her  ambition  as  a  child  was  to  be  a 
teacher  and  this  profession  she  followed  for  several  years,  beginning  her  graded 
school  work  as  a  primary  school  teacher  at  Cawker,  Kansas,  going  from  there 
to  her  home  at  Montezuma  where  she  taught  for  four  years.  She  was  then 
elected  to  a  position  in  the  Grinnell  schools,  which  she  resigned  to  take  up  the 
study  of  osteopathy.  After  two  years’  practice  she  was  called  to  the  chair  of 
obstetrics  and  gynecology  in  the  Still  College,  this  position  she  resigned,  and 
with  her  husband  opened  an  office  in  Des  Moines.  She  is  a  member  of  Chapter 
Q.  P.  E.  O.  She  is  also  a  member  of  the  Ladies  of  the  Maccabees,  and  was  a 
member  of  the  Browning  Club.  She  has  been  an  active  worker  in  the  Political 
Equality  Club  and  was  state  corresponding  secretary  of  the  Iowa  Equal  Suffrage 
Association.  She  is  now  state  superintendent  of  church  work  in  the  Iowa  Equal 
Suffrage  Association,  and  is  state  secretary  for  the  Osteopathic  Association. 
While  a  young  girl  she  united  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  but  is  now  a 
member  of  the  Greenwood  Congregational  church.  Her  father  came  from  Indiana 
to  Iowa  in  the  territorial  days,  and  he  and  his  father  attended  the  first  government 
sale  of  Iowa  land  at  Burlington.  Her  mother  arrived  in  this  state  at  the  age 
of  twelve  years,  the  family  making  the  journey  westward  in  wagons.  Ihey 
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settled  in  Poweshiek  county,  being  the  only  white  settlers  in  that  section,  their 
only  neighbors  being  the  Indians. 

Dr.  Arthur  E.  Dewey  gives  his  support  to  the  republican  party,  but  he  be¬ 
lieves  that  the  character  of  the  candidate  for  office  should  be  considered  as  being 
of  greater  importance  than  party  affiliations.  He  is  a  member  of  Ben  Hur 
Lodge  and  held  the  office  of  chief  in  1905.  He  also  belongs  to  U.  S.  Grant  Camp, 
No.  108,  M.  W.  A.,  and  is  connected  with  the  Commercial  and  Congregational 
Clubs  of  Des  Moines.  He  was  a  charter  member  of  the  Des  Moines  branch 
of  the  Men’s  League  for  Woman’s  Suffrage  of  the  State  of  Iowa,  and  at  At¬ 
lantic  he  served  as  secretary  of  the  Choral  Union.  He  was  for  a  number  of 
years  a  member  of  the  Baptist  church  but  is  now  connected  with  the  Green¬ 
wood  Congregational  church  of  Des  Moines,  of  which  he  is  a  deacon,  being  chair¬ 
man  of  the  board.  One  of  the  far-reaching  measures  enacted  into  a  law  by  the 
thirty-fourth  general  assembly  was  the  Perkins  bill  to  “prevent  the  procreation 
of  confirmed  criminals,  idiots,  feeblerminded  and  imbeciles.”  Dr.  Dewey  is 
proud  of  possessing  the  pen ‘with  which  the  governor  affixed  his  name,  thereby 
making  the  measure  a  law,  on  account  of  being  the  author  of  the  bill  and  its 
features,  in  which  it  differs  materially  from  measures  of  similar  import  in  other 
states.  From  his  youth  he  has  been  a  great  inquirer  after  knowledge  and,  be¬ 
ing  a  lifelong  student,  he  has  a  well  stored  mind,  especially  on  subjects  pertain¬ 
ing  to  his  profession.  He  and  his  wife  met  with  a  generous  reception  at  Des 
Moines  and  have  won  high  esteem  on  account  of  their  sterling  qualities. 


GEORGE  HARNAGEL. 

George  Harnagel,  who  as  a  member  of  the  Des  Moines  bar  has  continued  in 
the  general  practice  of  law,  displaying  in  connection  with  important  litigation 
a  comprehensive  knowledge  of  the  principles  of  jurisprudence,  entered  upon 
active  connection  with  the  profession  in  1898.  He  was  then  a  young  man  of 
about  thirty  years,  his  birth  having  occurred  in  Lee  county,  Iowa,  August  11, 
1868.  His  father,  Andreas  Harnagel,  a  native  of  Hanover,  Germany,  settled  in 
Lee  county  on  coming  to  America  several  years  prior  to  the  Civil  war.  He  was 
one  of  the  early  residents  of  that  locality.  He  married  Sophia  Schoene,  a  native 
of  Lee  county,  and  both  are  now  deceased,  Mrs.  Harnagel  having  passed  away 
April  5,  1909.  In  their  family  were  ten  children,  eight  sons  and  two  daughters. 

George  Harnagel  is  indebted  to  the  public-school  system  of  Lee  county  for 
the  early  educational  privileges  which  he  enjoyed.  After  completing  his  pre¬ 
liminary  studies  he  attended  the  high  school  at  Keokuk,  Iowa,  but  did  not  grad¬ 
uate.  He  prepared  for  a  professional  career  as  a  student  in  the  Iowa  College 
of  Law,  which  is  the  law  department  of  Drake  University,  and  was  graduated 
with  the  LL.  B.  degree  in  the  class  of  1898.  He  then  located  for  practice  in 
Des  Moines  and  has  always  followed  his  profession  independently.  He  engages 
in  general  practice  and  has  proven  his  ability  in  the  capable  and  successful  con¬ 
duct  of  important  litigated  interests.  He  prepares  his  cases  with  great  thor¬ 
oughness  and  care,  is  strong  in  reasoning,  and  logical  in  his  arguments  and  de¬ 
ductions. 

On  the  15th  of  October,  1901,  Mr.  Harnagel  was  married  in  Des  Moines 
to  Miss  Bertha  Mae  McGiffin,  a  daughter  of  Silas  B.  McGiffin,  a  native  of 
Pennsylvania.  Three  children  have  been  born  of  this  marriage  •  George  Mc¬ 
Giffin,  born  in  Des  Moines,  Tune  2,  1903  ;  Margaret  Elizabeth,  born  January  4, 
1906;  and  Mary  Frederick,  July  31,  1910.  Mr.  Harnagel  is  a  home  man  and 
his  greatest  pleasure  comes  to  him  in  the  society  of  his  wife  and  children,  all 
of  his  spare  time  outside  of  his  business  hours  being  devoted  to  his  family.  He 
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is  an  active  worker  in  the  interests  of  the  democratic  party,  of  which  he  has 
always  been  a  stalwart  advocate. 

His  religious  faith  is  indicated  in  his  membership  in  the  Presbyterian  church, 
which  finds  in  him  a  faithful  and  loyal  representative.  His  influence  is  always 
found  on  the  side  of  right,  progress,  reform  and  improvement,  and  in  his  chosen 
profession  he  has  proven  himself  an  able  advocate  in  the  temple  of  justice,  who, 
while  devoted  to  the  interests  of  his  clients  never  forgets  that  he  owes  a  still 
higher  allegiance  to  the  majesty  of  the  law. 


ADDISON  C.  PAGE,  M.  D. 

An  able  physician  of  Des  Moines  is  Dr.  Addison  C.  Page,  who  has  been  en¬ 
gaged  in  general  practice  here  for  twelve  years.  He  is  one  of  Iowa’s  sons  hav¬ 
ing  been  born  in  New  Sharon,  this  state,  on  the  3d  of  October,  1874,  his  parents 
being  Dr.  Homer  R.  and  Harriet  E.  (Frisbee)  Page.  The  family  removed  to 
Des  Moines  in  1878  where  the  father,  who  was  a  physician,  engaged  in  practice 
until  his  death,  which  occurred  November  5,  1891,  and  mention  of  whom  is 
made  in  another  part  of  this  work. 

A  child  of  four  years  when  his  parents  located  in  Des  Moines,  Dr.  Page 
has  spent  the  greater  part  of  his  life  in  the  city  where  he  is  now  residing.  His 
early  years  were  spent  in  a  manner  very  similar  to  those  of  the  average  boy 
reared  in  the  refining  atmosphere  of  a  good  home.  He  attended  the  public 
schools  in  pursuance  of  his  education,  after  the  completion  of  which  he  entered 
the  Des  Moines  College.  Having  early  decided  that  he  would  adopt  the  voca¬ 
tion  of  medicine  for  his  life  work  and  after  having  laid  aside  his  academic 
studies  Dr.  Page  went  to  Chicago  and  matriculated  at  the  Physicians’  and  Sur¬ 
geons’  Medical  School,  being  awarded  the  degree  of  M.  D.  with  the  class  of 
1898.  After  his  graduation,  feeling  the  need  of  a  more  practical  knowledge  of 
the  science,  he  entered  Cook  County  Hospital,  where  he  served  as  an  interne  for 
eighteen  months.  At  the  expiration  of  that  period  he  regarded  himself  very 
well  qualified,  both  theoretically  and  practically,  to  assume  the  responsibilities 
of  a  private  practice,  and  returning  to  Des  Moines  he  established  an  office,  which 
he  has  ever  since  maintained.  He  has  succeeded  in  building  up  a  very  satis¬ 
factory  practice,  which  is  constantly  increasing. 

As  he  has  never  married  Dr.  Page  continues  to  make  his  home  with  his 
mother.  His  religious  faith  is  evidenced  through  his  membership  in  the  Bap¬ 
tist  church  and  he  is  also  affiliated  with  the  Golf  and  Country  Club.  His  fra¬ 
ternal  relations  are  confined  to  his  identification  with  the  Knights  of  Pythias 
lodge.  His  political  support  Dr.  Page  has  always  accorded  the  republican  party, 
although  he  has  never  aspired  to  public  honors  or  the  emoluments  of  office  and 
does  not  actively  participate  in  civic  affairs,  concentrating  his  energies  upon  the 
development  of  his  practice,  to  the  interests  of  which  he  is  earnestly  and  con¬ 
scientiously  devoted. 


FRED  L.  MORGAN. 

One  of  the  earnest,  hard  working  citizens  of  Des  Moines  who  can  attribute 
whatever  success  has  rewarded  his  efforts  to  his  own  endeavors  is  Fred  L.  Mor¬ 
gan.  He  is  one  of  the  nine  children  born  unto  William  and  Helen  (Francis) 
Morgan,  his  birth  occurring  in  England  on  the  30th  of  September,  1875.  His 
parents  migrated  from  the  mother  country  to  the  United  States  in  1885,  locating 
in  Des  Moines  on  the  24th  of  June  of  the  same  year.  Here  the  father,  who  was 
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a  bookbinder,  worked  at  his  trade  until  he  passed  away  in  1892  The  mother, 
however,  survived  sixteen  years  thereafter,  her  demise  occurring  in  1908.  They 
were  both  laid  to  rest  in  Woodland  cemetery. 

Being  a  lad  of  ten  years  when  his  parents  removed  to  this  country,  Fred  L. 
Morgan  began  his  education  in  his  native  land,  continuing  to  pursue  his  studies 
after  arriving  here  until  he  had  completed  the  course  of  the  grammar  school, 
at  which  time  he  put  aside  any  further  thought  of  schooling  in  order  to  assume 
his  share  of  the  responsibility  of  the  family  support.  His  first  position  was  as 
messenger  with  the  A.  D.  T.  Company,  with  whom  he  was  identified  for  one 
year,  and  then  became  an  office  boy  of  Bennett  Brothers.  He  withdrew  from 
their  service  at  the  end  of  fourteen  months  to  accept  a  similar  position  with  L. 
Iiarbeck,  the  furniture  dealer,  with  whom  he  continued  for  a  year.  At  the  end 
of  that  period  he  became  a  collector  and  bookkeeper  for  Fred  Redhead,  who  is 
engaged  in  the  coal  business,  resigning  at  the  end  of  a  year  to  enter  the  employ 
of  Fred  Whitney,  with  whom  he  continued  for  a  brief  time,  and  then  returned 
to  the  employ  of  Mr.  Redhead.  Later  he  again  withdrew  to  go  with  the  Key¬ 
stone  Coal  &  Mining  Company,  with  whom  he  was  identified  for  eleven  years. 
On  the  1st  of  July,  1908,  Mr.  Morgan  was  elected  clerk  of  the  U.  S.  Grant 
Camp,  No.  108,  M.  W.  A.,  which  position  he  still  holds,  having  filled  every  sta¬ 
tion  except  that  of  banker  in  the  above  lodge. 

On  the  5th  of  May,  1897.  Mr.  Morgan  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Ber¬ 
tha  M.  Miller,  a  daughter  of  Adam  V.  and  A.  C.  Miller,  the  father  being  engaged 
in  agricultural  pursuits  in  Polk  county.  Two  children  have  been  born  of  this 
union:  Ethel  L.  and  Jeannette  I.  The  parents  affiliate  with  the  Church  of  Christ. 
Mr.  Morgan  .is  a  past  noble  grand  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and 
also  a  member  of  the  Brotherhood  of  American  Yeomanry  and  the  Modern 
Brotherhood  of  America. 


PETER  BOHROFEN. 

Of  the  many  agriculturists  which  Germany  has  contributed  to  Polk  county 
none  has  met  with  more  gratifying  success  in  the  pursuit  of  his  vocation  than 
Peter  Bohrofen.  His  natal  day  was  the  14th  of  March,  1851,  and  his  parents 
Henry  and  Mary  (Heine)  Bohrofen,  who  spent  their  entire  lives  in  the  father- 
land,  where  Henry  Bohrofen  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits.  The  mother 
passed  away  in  1866,  and  the  father  died  in  1873. 

Reared  in  the  rural  districts  of  Germany,  Peter  Bohrofen  acquired  his  edu¬ 
cation  in  the  common  schools,  remaining  a  member  of  the  paternal  household 
until  he  was  about  sixteen  years  of  age.  He  then  decided  to  put  to  the  test  the 
wonderful  stories  he  heard  regarding  the  opportunities  afforded  in  the  United 
States,  so  took  passage  for  America.  L^pon  his  arrival  in  this  country  he  made 
his  way  westward  from  the  Atlantic  seaboard  to  Keokuk  county,  Iowa,  where 
he  secured  employment  as  a  farm  hand  by  the  month.  He  continued  to  follow 
that  occupation  for  six  years  and  then  w^ent  to  California,  where  he  remained 
for  four  years.  During  the  last  four  months  of  that  period  he  worked  with  a 
gang  of  government  surveyors  and  prior  to  that  he  was  employed  on  a  farm 
for  two  years.  In  1877  he  came  to  Polk  county,  Iowa,  locating  in  Jefferson 
township  where  he  bought  eighty  acres  of  land,  which  he  immediately  set  about 
clearing  and  improving.  He  added  to  his  tract  from  time  to  time  as  he  was 
able  until  he  now  owns  six  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  land,  one  hundred  and 
sixty-one  and  a  half  of  which  is  in  Polk  and  the  remainder  in  Dallas  county. 
Mr.  Bohrofen  has  ever  since  been  engaged  in  the  cultivation  of  this  farm,  upon 
which  he  has  wrought  many  improvements.  He  has  met  with  excellent  success 
in  his  ventures  and  now  owns  one  of  the  best  improved  and  cultivated  as  well 
as  valuable  properties  in  the  locality.  In  addition  to  the  cultivation  of  his  fields 
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he  engages  in  the  raising  of  cattle  and  hogs,  always  keeping  about  fifty  head 
of  cattle  and  eighteen  head  of  horses,  while  he  raises  about  six  hundred  hogs 
annually. 

On  the  26th  of  December,  1878,  Mr.  Bohrofen’s  plans  for  a  home  had  their 
culmination  in  his  marriage  to  Miss  Louise  Frick,  a  daughter  of  Henry  and 
Frances  (Miller)  Frick,  natives  of  Germany  and  Pennsylvania,  respectively. 
Her  father,  who  was  a  blacksmith,  followed  his  trade  for  some  time  after 
locating  in  Iowa  but  subsequently  purchased  a  farm  in  Crocker  township,  this 
county.  He  engaged  in  the  improvement  and  cultivation  of  his  property  for 
eighteen  years,  at  the  end  of  which  time  he  disposed  of  it  and  removed  to 
Jefferson  township,  where  he  bought  another  farm  which  he  cultivated  for  a 
time.  He  then  went  to  Dallas  county  and  acquired  the  title  by  purchase  to 
another  farm,  upon  which  he  was  residing  at  the  time  of  his  demise  in  August, 
1901.  His  widow,  who  is  now  eighty-two  years  of  age,  continues  to  make  her 
home  in  Dallas  county.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bohrofen  have  been  born  si*  chil¬ 
dren,  in  order  of  birth  as  follows:  Nellie,  who  became  the  wife  of  Fred  Peitz- 
man,  a  farmer  of  Dallas  county;  Lizzie,  the  wife  of  Lee  Allen,  a  farmer  in 
Boone  county;  Henry,  an  agriculturist  of  Dallas  county;  William,  living  at 
home;  Peter,  Jr.,  also  a  farmer  in  Dallas  county;  and  Mary  F.,  attending  school 
in  Grimes. 

Although  the  family  is  not  affiliated  with  any  particular  church  they  attend 
the  services  of  the  various  Protestant  denominations.  Ever  since  naturalization 
conferred  upon  him  the  full  rights  of  citizenship  Mr.  Bohrofen  has  given  his 
political  support  to  the  candidates  of  the  republican  party.  He  has  for  many 
years  served  as  trustee  of  his  township  as  well  as  school  director,  in  both  of 
which  capacities  he  has  rendered  most  commendable  service.  In  addition  to 
his  extensive  realty  holdings  Mr.  Bohrofen  is  one  of  the  stockholders  of  the 
Farmers  Savings  Bank  of  Grimes,  of  which  he  is  president,  and  he  is  also 
interested  in  the  Farmers  Cooperative  Grain  Company  of  Grimes.  A  man  well 
endowed  with  practical  ideas  which  he  directs  toward  a  definite  purpose,  Mr. 
Bohrofen  has  always  been  recognized  as  one  of  the  leaders  in  his  community, 
where  he  is  highly  esteemed,  not  alone  for  what  he  has  accomplished  but  for 
his  fine  personal  qualities  as  neighbor  and  friend. 


JESSE  B.  HERRIMAN. 

Insurance  men  of  Iowa  rank  high  in  the  opinion  of  their  brethren  in  other 
states,  and  this  is  especially  true  of  Jesse  B.  Herriman,  who  for  more  than  thirty 
years  has  been  connected  with  the  insurance  business  in  this  state.  He  was  born 
in  Noble  county,  Indiana,  June  5,  1849,  and  is  a  son  °f  David  B.  and  Mary  Ann 
(Judy)  Herriman,  the  latter  of  whom  was  born  in  Clark  county,  Ohio,  August 
28,  1818.  The  father  was  born  October  17,  1808.  He  engaged  in  farming  in 
Indiana,  and  turned  the  first  furrow  in  the  eastern  part  of  Noble  county.  He 
became  quite  prominent  in  politics-  and  served  for  thirteen  years  in  the  general 
assembly  of  the  state,  being  elected  both  to  the  upper  and  lower  houses.  He 
was  for  four  years  agent  for  the  Chippewa  Indians  in  Minnesota,  and  was  known 
as  a  man  of  unimpeachable  character  and  good  business  ability.  He  died  in 
December,  1875,  his  wife  having  passed  away  January  30,  1851.  There  were 
eight  children  born  to  them,  six  of  whom  grew  to  maturity,  namely:  John,  who 
is  married  and  lives  at  Wadena,  Iowa;  Charles,  also  married  and  living  in  Des 
Moines ;  Warren  B.,  who  is  married  and  lives  at  Marshalltown,  Iowa ;  Samuel 
K.,  also  of  Marshalltown ;  Hannah  E.,  who  married  Eber  White  and  is  now  de¬ 
ceased ;  and  Jesse  B.,  of  this  review. 
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After  receiving  his  preliminary  education  in  the  common  schools,  Jesse  B. 
Herriman  attended  the  Upper  Iowa  University  at  Fayette  for  two  terms.  He 
devoted  his  attention  to  farming  in  Iowa  from  1875  to  1892.  In  1884,  while 
living  on  his  farm,  he  originated  the  Iowa  Mutual  Tornado  Insurance  Associa¬ 
tion,  which  is  now  said  to  be  the  largest  cooperative  organization  in  the  world. 
He  has  served  as  secretary  of  the  company  for  twenty-eight  years,  being  virtually 
its  manager.  The  company  now  has  ninety-five  thousand  members  and  carries 
one  hundred  and  fifty  million  dollars’  worth  of  insurance,  all  of  which  is  placed 
on  property  in  the  state  of  Iowa.  Mr.  Herriman  also  originated  the  Town  Dwell¬ 
ing  Company,  but  has  turned  this  business  over  to  C.  E.  Harsh. 

On  the  26th  of  August,  1872,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Mattie  E.  Guin,  and 
three  children  were  born  in  this  union,  namely :  Ray  D.,  Milo  D.,  and  Guin  L. 
The  mother  of  these  children  died  October  15,  1875,  and  in  May,  1877,  Mr. 
Herriman  was  again  married,  the  lady  of  his  choice  being  Miss  France  Hafer. 
One  child,  Bonita,  has  blessed  this  union. 

Mr.  Herriman  served  three  years  in  the  regular  army  in  the  early  part  of  his 
manhood  and  four  of  his  brothers  wore  the  uniform  of  blue  at  the  time  of  the 
Civil  war.  In  politics  he  is  not  affiliated  with  any  of  the  parties,  preferring  to 
cast  his  vote  independently.  He  is  a  man  of  remarkable  business  ability,  as  is 
shown  by  his  success  in  handling  insurance,  and  he  possesses  in  an  unusual  de¬ 
gree  the  confidence  of  the  farmers  of  Iowa,  who  have  found  him  for  a  period  of 
time  extending  through  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century  to  be  safe,  conservative 
and  entirely  reliable. 


LESTER  CLARK. 

Plain  View  Farm,  the  home  of  Lester  Clark,  is  one  of  the  well  known  farms 
of  Polk  county.  It  includes  two  hundred  and  forty  acres  and  is  a  valuable 
property,  being  highly  developed  and  provided  with  all  modern  conveniences. 
Mr.  Clark  has  a  wide  reputation  as  a  horse  breeder  and  has  developed  from  his 
place  many  of  the  noblest  specimens  of  Percheron  horses  that  have  ever  been 
raised  in  Iowa. 

He  was  born  in  Oneida  county,  New  York,  March  26,  1837,  the  son  of  Eze¬ 
kiel  and  Mary  (Edick)  Clark,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  the  Empire  state. 
The  father  came  with  his  family  to  Des  Moines  in  1859  and  in  the  spring  of 
the  same  year  went  to  Greenfield,  Adair  county,  Iowa,  where  he  rented  eighty 
acres  of  land.  After  two  years,  having  decided  to  change  his  location,  he  came 
to  Polk  county  and  rented  two  hundred  acres  which  he  cultivated  to  good  ad¬ 
vantage  for  seven  years,  then  taking  up  his  residence  in  Bloomfield  township. 
He  and  his  sons  purchased  four  hundred  acres  and  here  he  continued  until  his 
•death,  which  occurred  April  10,  1887.  The  beloved  wife  and  mother  was  called 
away  May  5,  1897. 

Lester  Clark  was  reared  in  New  York  state  and  received  his  early  education 
in  the  district  schools,  later  attending  Whitestone  Seminary.  He  came  to  Iowa 
with  his  father  and  continued  at  home  until  1873,  when  the  father  and  sons  di¬ 
vided  up  the  property,  each  thereafter  operating  independently.  The  subject  of 
this  review  took  for  his  share  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  in  section  23,  Bloom¬ 
field  township.  This  place  was  well  improved  at  the  time  and  he  has  since 
hough!  additional  land  and  now  owns  two  hundred  and  forty  acres,  most  of 
which  is  under  admirable  tillage  and  capable  of  producing  large  crops.  For 
twenty  years  past  he  has  been  engaged  in  breeding  Percheron  horses  and  has 
attained  a  wide  reputation  on  account  of  his  excellent  judgment  as  a  breeder. 
In  addition  to  his  Percherons  he  ordinarily  keeps  twelve  head  of  horses  and  ten 
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I  head  of  cattle  on  his  farm.  He  is  a  stockholder  of  the  Farmers’  Telephone 

Company.  ^ 

On  the  ist  day  of  January,  1870,  Mr.  Clark  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 

Emma  Hazle,  a  daughter  of  Robert  and  Jane  (Simpson)  Hazle,  the  former  of 
whom  was  born  in  England  and  the  latter  in  Ireland.  The  father  was  a  laborer. 
He  came  to  this  country  and  located  in  New  \  ork,  where  he  continued  until 
his  death,  which  occurred  in  1878,  the  mother  passing  away  twenty-two  years 
later  at  Cheyenne,  Wyoming.  Mr.  Clark  and  his  wife  have  had  no  children  of 
their  own,  but  took  a  child  to  raise  at  the  age  of  eight  years  named  William  I. 
Cottril,  to  whom  they  gave  excellent  opportunities  of  education  and  training. 
He  is  still  making  his  home  with  them  and  is  now  twenty-six  years  of  age. 

Politically  Mr.  Clark  is  affiliated  with  the  democratic  party.  He  has  served 
as  township  trustee  and  assessor  and  for  twenty  years  past  as  a  member  of  the 
school  board.  Both  he  and  his  wife  are  connected  with  the  Methodist,  church. 
Although  Mr.  Clark  has  reached  the  seventy-fourth  milestone  on  life  s  journey 
he  is  as  greatly  interested  in  affairs  as  if  he  were  a  man  of  forty  or  fifty  years 
of  age,  and  he  still  continues  to  supervise  his  farm.  His  record  is  a  splendid 
illustration  of  the  beneficial  effect  of  well  balanced  judgment  in  shaping  the 
business  career  of  the  individual.  He  is  recognized  as  a  man  of  unquestioned 
integrity,  whose  work  has  proven  of  lasting  benefit  to  his  county  and  state. 


ANDREW  W.  CARLSON. 

The  strong  business  men  of  the  present  age  are  the  self-made  men— those 
whom  circumstances  have  forced  to  become  self-reliant  and  independent.  To 
this  class  belongs  Andrew  W.  Carlson,  who  has  valiantly  fought  life’s  battles  and 
has  come  off  conqueror  in  the  strife.  With  enterprise  and  diligence  as  his  am¬ 
munitions  of  war,  he  has  fought  against  all  those  forces  which  mean  defeat  in 
business  and  has  gradually  advanced  to  a  prominent  place  in  commercial  circles, 
being  now  president  of  two  substantial  mining  companies  of  Des  Moines. 

Mr.  Carlson  was  born  in  Sweden,  April  6,  1852,  a  son  of  John  P.  and  Anna 
(Bondy)  Carlson,  both  of  whom  spent  their  last  days  in  Webster  county,  Iowa, 
where  the  father  had  for  many  years  followed  farming.  His  son  Andrew  ac¬ 
quired  his  early  education  in  the  schools  of  Sweden  but  came  with  his  parents 
to  America  in  "1865,  when  a  youth  of  thirteen  years.  The  family  first  settled  in 
Knox  county,  Illinois,  but  in  1868  removed  to  Webster  county,  Iowa,  and  after 
coming  to  Des  Moines  Andrew  W.  Carlson  continued  his  education  as  a  student 
in  a  night  school.  The  family  were  in  limited  financial  circumstances  and  the 
necessity  of  providing  for  his  own  support  early  devolved  upon  Mr.  Carlson,  who 
had  worked  on  his  father’s  farm  when  a  young  lad  in  Illinois,  and  when  the 
family  removed  to  Iowa  he  began  work  on  the  Rock  Island  Railroad  between  Des 
Moines  and  Omaha,  being  employed  for  about  six  months  as  a  teamster.  In  the 
fall  of  that  year  he  secured  a  position  in  the  mines  of  D.  F.  Allen  in  Des  Moines 
township  as"  weigher  of  coal  and  was  employed  in  connection  with  the  mines  for 
a  number  of  years,  carefully  saving  his  earnings,  for  he  was  ambitious  to  pro¬ 
vide  for  his  own  support. 

Mr.  Carlson  at  length  saved  a  sum  sufficient  to  enable  him  to  embark  in  gen¬ 
eral  merchandising  and  he  opened  a  store  in  Dillon,  Iowa.  In  1880,  however, 
he  returned  to  Des  Moines  and  purchased  a  small  coal  mine  east  of  the  city.  This 
he  operated  for  two  years,  his  property  being  known  as  the  Enterprise  mine.  In 
1881  he  removed  to  Stratford,  Hamilton  county,  Iowa,  where  he  again  carried 
on  general  merchandising.  In  1884  he  once  more  came  to  Des  Moines  and  again 
entered  into  active  connection  with  the  coal  business,  becoming  superintendent 
for  the  Giant  Coal  Company.  After  serving  in  that  capacity  for  a  year  and  a 
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half  he  was  made  superintendent  of  the  Valeria  Mining  Company,  operating  in 
Jasper  county,  Iowa.  He  remained  with  them  for  four  years  and  then  returned 
to  Des  Moines,  organizing  the  Maple  Grove  Coal  Company  and  opening  the 
Maple  Grove  mine,  which  he  operated  for  fifteen  years,  or  until  the  mine  was 
exhausted.  He  next  organized  the  Maple  Block  Coal  Company  and  managed  its 
affairs  for  two  years,  after  which  he  sold  out.  His  next  mining  interests  were 
with  the  Delaware  Coal  Company,  in  which  connection  he  operated  a  mine  until 
1910.  He  is  now  at  the  head  of  the  High  Bridge  Coal  Company,  at  High  Bridge, 
Iowa,  and  also  the  Zimbelman  Coal  Company,  located  at  Boone,  Iowa,  being  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  last  two.  He  is  also  the  owner  of  farm  lands  in  Polk  county  and  his 
properties  and  business  interests  are  the  visible  evidence  of  his  life  of  well  di¬ 
rected  thrift  and  energy.  Earnest  purpose  and  close  application  have  constituted 
the  basis  of  his  success  and  his  record  proves  that  prosperity  and  an  honorable 
name  may  be  won  simultaneously. 

In  Des  Moines,  on  the  4th  of  March,  1880,  Mr.  Carlson  was  united  in  mar¬ 
riage  to  Miss  Julia  Gustafson,  a  daughter  of  Carl  Gustafson.  A  native  of  Iowa, 
she  was  born  between  Dayton  and  Stratford,  April  25,  1857,  and  by  her  marriage 
has  become  the  mother  of  three  sons,  Andrew  W.,  Russell  E.  and  Ralph  Herman. 
The  eldest  and  the  youngest  are  natives  of  Des  Moines  but  the  second  son  was 
born  in  Colfax,  Iowa.  Russell  and  Ralph  are  now  law  students  in  Drake  Uni¬ 
versity. 

Mr.  Carlson  is  a  member  of  the  Lutheran  church  and  also  holds  membership 
relations  with  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  the  Odd  Fellows.  In  politics  he  is  a 
progressive  republican.  His  position  in  the  business  world  today  is  in  marked 
contrast  to  his  condition  at  the  time  of  his  arrival  in  Des  Moines.  He  then  had 
a  cash  capital  of  ten  cents.  He  knew  what  it  was  to  work  hard  and  to  depend 
upon  his  own  resources.  He  resolved  that  he  would  win  success  if  it  could  be 
done  through  honorable  effort  and  close  application  and  those  qualities  have  en¬ 
abled  him  to  work  his  way  steadily  upward.  All  days  have  not  been  equally 
bright  and  at  times  the  storm  clouds  of  defeat  and  discouragement  have  gathered 
but  all  threatened  disasters  have  been  passed  and  he  is  today  basking  in  the 
sunlight  of  prosperity. 


EDGAR  CLAYTON  CORRY. 

Edgar  Clayton  Corry,  attorney  for  the  Brotherhood  of  American  Yeomen, 
and  also  successfully  engaged  in  the  general  practice  of  law  since  1895,  was  born 
in  Clarence,  Iowa,  September  17,  1870,  his  parents  being  George  and  Elizabeth 
(McClellan)  Corry.  His  great-great-grandfather  was  one  of  the  body  guard  of 
King  George  III.  His  great-grandfather  came  with  a  regiment  of  soldiers  di¬ 
rectly  from  the  battle  of  Waterloo  to  Canada,  and  the  parents  of  our  subject  re¬ 
moved  directly  from  Canada  to  Cedar  county,  Iow~a,  becoming  pioneer  settlers 
there.  They  accompanied  their  respective  parents  who  preempted  adjoining  claims 
in  1847.  George  Corry  and  Elizabeth  McClellan  were  married  at  the  Flemming 
House  at  Tipton,  Iowa,  and  for  many  years  Mr.  Corry  followed  the  occupation 
of  farming  and  eventually  became  interested  in  banking. 

Edgar  C.  Corry  supplemented  his  early  educational  training  by  study  in  Ode- 
bolt  (Iowa)  high  school,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1886;  in  the  Iowa 
State  College,  which  conferred  upon  him  the  Bachelor  of  Science  degree  in  1892; 
and  in  Iowa  State  LTniversity,  where  he  completed  his  law  course  in  1895.  In 
early  manhood  he  engaged  in  teaching,  but  following  his  preparation  for  the  bar 
he  began  practice  in  Des  Moines,  where  he  has  since  remained,  and  in  the  six¬ 
teen  years  of  his  connection  with  the  legal  profession  here  has  won  for  himself 
a  creditable  place,  prominent  among  those  who  appear  in  the  courts  in  the  de- 
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fense  or  prosecution  of  those  who  are  involved  in  litigation.  In  June,  190b,  he 
was  made  general  attorney  for  the  Brotherhood  of  American  \  eomen.  He  is 
well  known  in  professional  circles,  being  both  a  member  of  the  Iowa  State  and 
the  Polk  County  Bar  Associations. 

On  the  7th  of  November,  1900,  in  Des  Moines,  Mr.  Corry  was  united  in  mar¬ 
riage  to  Miss  Anna  Marie  Kirk,  a  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  M.  Kirk.  Mis. 
Corry  is  very  prominent  in  musical  circles  in  the  city,  possessing  marked  talent 
in  that  direction.  Both  hold  membership  in  the  Central  Presbyterian  church  and 
Mr.  Corry  belongs  also  to  Grant  Club,  to  Jeptha  Lodge.  No.  201,  A.  F.  &  A.  M., 
at  Auburn,  Iowa,  the  Modern  Woodmen  camp,  the  Modern  Brotherhood,  the 
Knights  of  Modern  Maccabees  and  the  Brotherhood  of  American  Yeomen.  His 
political  allegiance  is  given  to  the  republican  party  and  he  keeps  well  informed 
on  the  questions  and  issues  of  the  day  so  that  he  is  able  to  support  his  position 
by  intelligent  argument,  yet  he  does  not  seek  nor  desire  office,  preferring-to  give 
his  entire  time  to  his  professional  duties,  which  are  of  continually  growing  im¬ 
portance.  His  clientage  is  now  large  and  of  a  distinctively  representative  char¬ 
acter  and  the  court  records  give  proof  of  his  ability  in  the  many  verdicts  that  he 
has  won  favorable  to  his  clients. 


CHARLES  STANLEY  WALKER. 

Charles  Stanley  Walker,  president  and  treasurer  of  one  of  the  leading  pro¬ 
ductive  industries  of  the  west,  operating  under  the  name  of  The  Kratzer  Car¬ 
riage  Company,  has  risen  to  his  present  place  of  administrative  direction  from  a 
very  humble  position,  the  early  period  of  his  apprenticeship  with  this  establish¬ 
ment  bringing  him  a  salary  of  but  six  dollars  per  week.  Eighteen  years  sufficed 
for  his  rise  through  intermediate  positions  to  the  presidency  and  the  control  of 
one  of  the  large  manufacturing  plants  of  the  west  and  in  his  history  is  found 
incentive  and  inspiration  for  industry  and  close  application  on  the  part  of  others. 
He  was  born  at  Mount  Grab,  Brown  county,  Ohio,  July  7,  1869,  a  son  of  Nelson 
R.  and  Melissa  Jane  (Weeks)  Walker,  both  of  whom  are  still  living,  the  former 
at  the  age  of  seventy-three  the  latter  at  the  age  of  seventy-five.  The  ancestry  of 
the  family  can  be  traced  back  through  several  generations  in  America  and  came 
originally  from  England  and  the  north  of  Ireland.  One  of  the  great-great-grand¬ 
fathers  of  Charles  Stanley  Walker  was  a  soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  war.  One 
of  his  great-grandfathers  was  a  defender  of  American  interests  in  the  war  of 
1812  and  the  father  was  a  member  of  the  Fifth  Ohio  Cavalry  from  1861  until 
1864.  The  father  long  engaged  in  the  insurance  business,  founded  a  local  agency 
in  1867  and  has  been  “special”  and  adjuster  and  has  held  other  prominent  posi¬ 
tions  with  various  large  and  important  companies  in  more  recent  years.  His  wife, 
devoted  to  her  family  and  her  household,  is  a  splendid  type  of  Christian  woman¬ 
hood,  her  interest  centering  in  the  welfare  of  husband  and  children  and  the 
growth  of  moral  progress  in  her  home  community. 

Charles  Stanley  Walker  pursued  his  education  in  the  common  schools  of  his 
native  town  and  continued  his  studies  in  the  Southwestern  Ohio  Normal  School 
at  Georgetown,  Ohio,  and  in  Nelson’s  Business  College  of  Cincinnati.  He  was 
afterward  connected  with  his  father  in  the  fire  insurance  business  and  in  De¬ 
cember,  1890,  came  to  Des  Moines,  where  he  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of 
vehicles  with  The  Kratzer  Carriage  Company.  He  was  then  a  young  man  of 
twenty-one  years.  Fie  recognized  the  fact  that  if  he  would  make  his  service  of 
value  he  must  thoroughly  acquaint  himself  with  the  business  and  be  ready  for  any 
responsibilities  that  might  come.  He,  therefore,  did  not  disdain  a  salary  of  six 
dollars  per  week  at  the  outset  of  his  career,  but  he  proved  his  worth  in  such  a 
short  space  of  time  that  in  December,  1891,  he  was  elected  to  the  position  of  sec- 
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retary  of  the  company.  He  gradually  acquainted  himself  with  the  business  in 
every  department  and  in  November,  1897,  became  buyer  for  the  house  and  also 
one  of  the  stockholders.  His  advancement  has  come  as  the  result  of  a  gradual 
unfolding  and  development  of  his  powers  and  talents  and  in  November,  1908. 
he  was  elected  to  the  position  of  president  and  treasurer  of  the  company,  which 
owns  and  controls  one  of  the  large  vehicle  manufacturing  plants  of  the  west. 
Moreover,  he  is  today  the  principal  stockholder.  He  has  invested  his  capital  and 
concentrated  his  energies  upon  one  concern  with  the  result  that  the  business  is 
growing  steadily  and  in  a  substantial  manner. 

On  the  20th  of  September,  1893,  in  Des  Moines,  Mr.  Walker  was  married 
to  Miss  Cora  Edna  Cowgill,  a  daughter  of  J.  F.  and  Harriett  A.  Cowgill.  The 
Cowgills  are  an  old  family  of  Ohio  of  English  descent,  while  the  Creels,  from 
whom  Mrs.  Walker  is  descended  in  the  maternal  line,  came  from  Kentucky  and 
are  of  Welsh  lineage.  Mrs.  Walker  was  born  in  Bushnell,  Illinois. 

Mr.  Walker  is  a  republican  but,  though  he  is  not  actively  interested  in  politics, 
stands  for  all  that  is  progressive  in  citizenship  and  has  served  as  a  director  and 
was  one  of  the  incorporators  of  the  Greater  Des  Moines  Committee.  He  be¬ 
longs  to  Capital  Lodge,  No.  no,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  has  attained  the  thirty- 
second  degree  of  the  Scottish  Rite  in  the  Des  Moines  Consistory,  No.  3.  He  like¬ 
wise  holds  membership  with  the  Grant  Club,  the  Commercial  Club  and  the  Young 
Men’s  Christian  Association,  of  which  he  was  recording  secretary  for  thirteen 
years.  His  name  is  also  on  the  membership  roll  of  the  First  Methodist  Episco¬ 
pal  church,  which  finds  in  him  a  liberal  and  helpful  supporter.  The  nature  of 
his  associations  indicates  the  principles  that  govern  his  conduct  and  his  life  at 
all  times  measures  up  to  the  highest  standard  of  upright,  honorable  manhood. 
Mr.  Walker  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  best  known  and  strongest  business  men  in 
Des  Moines.  When  the  commission  form  of  government  went  into  effect  he  was 
one  of  the  warmest  supporters  and  advocates.  Mr.  Walker’s  course  through  life 
in  his  business  relations  and  in  public  connections  has  ever  been  such  as  has  com¬ 
manded  for  him  the  confidence,  respect  and  good  will  of  his  fellowmen.  His 
name  has  become  a  synonym  for  commercial  enterprise  and  business  integrity 
and  carries  with  it  the  weight  of  influence  in  public  affairs  among  men  who  with 
singleness  of  purpose,  desire  for  the  city  a  business-like  administration  of  its 
public  affairs.  His  city  residence,  “Orchard  Hall,”  at  4225  Grand  avenue,  is  one 
of  Des  Moines*  finest  homes. 


PATRICK  J.  CLANCY. 

The  entire  period  of  Patrick  J.  Clancy's  business  life  has  been  identified  with 
the  insurance  circles  of  Des  Moines.  He  was  born  in  Ackley,  Franklin  county, 
Iowa,  on  the  12th  of  April,  1874,  being  a  son  of  Patrick  J.  and  Ellen  (Ryan) 
Clancy,  natives  of  Ireland,  from  which  country  they  emigrated  to  the  United 
States  with  their  parents  at  the  ages  of  eight  and  ten  years  respectively.  They 
met  and  were  married  in  Ohio,  after  which  they  came  to  Iowa,  settling  upon  a 
farm  in  Franklin  county  which  they  purchased  for  two  dollars  per  acre.  Ar¬ 
riving  in  the  year  i860  they  were  among  the  pioneer  settlers  of  that  section  of  the 
state,  their  nearest  market  at  that  time  being  Cedar  Falls,  which  was  forty  miles 
awav. 

m/ 

The  district  schools  of  his  native  county  provided  Patrick  J.  Clancy  with  an 
understanding  of  the  elementary  branches,  after  which  he  attended  Ellsworth 
College  at  Iowa  Falls.  Having  decided  to  teach  he  later  took  a  two  years’  course 
at  the  Iowa  State  Teachers  College  at  Cedar  Falls,  and  after  his  arrival  in  Des 
Moines  he  studied  shorthand  and  bookkeeping  in  the  Capital  City  Commercial 
College.  After  completing  his  education  Mr.  Clancy  taught  school  for  two  years, 
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but  subsequently  decided  that  he  preferred  a  business  career.  In  1900  he  ob¬ 
tained  a  position  in  the  office  of  the  Hawkeye  Insurance  Company,  of  Des  Moines, 
as  stenographer.  Being  ambitious  he  applied  himself  closely  and  at  the  end  of  a 
year  was  made  correspondent.  He  continued  to  fill  this  position  for  three  years 
•  and  then  was  appointed  examiner,  being  retained  in  the  latter  capacity  for  a 
similar  period  of  time.  In  1907  he  was  made  secretary  of  the  Commercial  Fire 
Insurance  Company  and  remained  identified  with  this  office  until  1911)  when  he 
became  manager  of  the  department  for  the  state  of  Iowa  of  both  the  Hawkeye 
and  Commercial  Fire  Insurance  Companies.  Although  his  progress  has  not  been 
at  all  phenomenal  Mr.  Clancy  has  made  the  steady,  but  permanent  advance  which 
usually  rewards  well  directed  effort.  In  addition  to  his  other  duties  he  is  also  a 
director  of  the  Commercial  Fire  Insurance  Company. 

In  this  city  in  December,  1906.  Mr.  Clancy  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Ida  May  Hand,  a  daughter  of  f.  F.  and  Mary  A.  Hand,  pioneer  settlers  of  Des 
Moines.  Mrs.  Clancy  is  a  graduate  of  the  Des  Moines  high  school  and  is  a 
musician  of  more  than  average  ability,  having  completed  the  course  of  the  Des 
Moines  Musical  College.  Two  children  have  been  born  of  this  union:  Joseph 
Francis,  and  one  child  who  died  in  1908.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Clancy  are  communi¬ 
cants  of  the  Roman  Catholic  church,  their  local  identification  being  with  St.  Am¬ 
brose  parish.  Mr.  Clancy  also  belongs  to  the  Knights  of  Columbus,  of  which 
organization  he  is  a  trustee  and  secretary,  the  Waveland  Golf  Club,  the  Iowa 
Commercial  Club,  and  he  was  president  of  the  Greater  Iowa  Club  in  1909,  just 
before  it  was  merged  into  the  former  organization. 


REV.  ALVAH  LILLIE  FRISBIE. 

Des  Moines  has  had  few  representatives  of  its  ministry  whose  pastorates 
have  covered  so  long  a  period  or  been  a  greater  moving  force  in  the  moral  de¬ 
velopment  of  the  city  than  that  of  the  Rev.  Alvah  Lillie  Frisbie,  now  pastor 
emeritus  of  Plymouth  church.  A  native  of  New  York,  he  was  born  in  Tomp¬ 
kins,  Delaware  county,  October  2,  1830,  a  son  of  Daniel  George  and  Bernice 
(Lowrey)  Frisbie,  and  descended  from  Edward  Frisbie,  who  settled  in  Branford, 
Connecticut  in  1645.  Thirty-five  of  his  descendants  from  Branford  and  vicinity 
bearing  the  name  of  Frisbie  were  enrolled  in  the  patriot  army  of  the  Revolu¬ 
tionary  war,  including  the  grandfather  of  Rev.  A.  L.  Frisbie,  who  was  a  sergeant. 

After  mastering  the  preliminary  branches  of  learning  Alvah  L.  Frisbie  became 
a  student  in  Homer  Academy,  attended  Oberlin  College  in  1852-3  and  then  en¬ 
tered  Amherst  College  of  Massachusetts,  from  which  he  was  graduated  with  the 
Bachelor  of  Arts  degree  in  1857.  A  quarter  of  a  century  later — in  1882 — his 
alma  mater  conferred  upon  him  the  Doctor  of  Divinity  degree.  In  preparation 
for  the  ministry  he  attended  the  Andover  Theological  Seminary,  completing  the 
course  with  the  class  of  i860,  after  which  he  entered  the  ministry  of  the  Congre¬ 
gational  church  and  was  ordained  in  Ansonia,  Connecticut,  in  the  spring  of  i860. 
His  first  pastorate  was  in  Ansonia,  Connecticut,  continuing  from  March,  i860, 
until  July,  1865,  when  he  accepted  a  call  from  the  church  in  Danbury,  Con¬ 
necticut  where  lie  remained  until  October,  1871.  The  scene  of  his  labors  changed 
from  New  England  to  the  middle  west  at  that  time,  for  on  the  8th  of  October  of 
that  year  he  entered  upon  active  work  as  minister  of  the  Plymouth  Congrega¬ 
tional  church  of  Des  Moines,  and  for  twenty-eight  years  labored  earnestly,  zeal¬ 
ously  and  with  far-reaching  effect  for  the  moral  progress  of  the  community  and 
the  people  who  came  directly  under  his  teaching.  In  his  ministry  there  was  none 
of  that  spasmodic  growth  which  is  often  the  outcome  of  highly  wrought  emo¬ 
tions  that  have  no  permanency,  but  a  steady,  healthful  development  that  pro¬ 
duced  substantial  results  as  is  manifest  in  the  numerical  and  spiritual  progress 
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of  the  church.  He  won  not  only  the  love  of  his  own  people  but  the  high  respect 
of  all  who  recognize  forces  of  good  in  the  world.  In  his  preaching  he  sought 
to  appeal  to  the  conscience  and  judgment  of  men,  proclaiming  the  truth  as  he 
saw  it  in  a  strong,  logical  manner,  and  as  the  years  passed,  while  he  sought  with 
singleness  of  purpose  to  upbuild  the  church,  he  also  established  himself  more 
and  more  firmly  in  the  regard  of  the  members  of  his  congregation  and  of  the 
community  at  large.  It  was  therefore  a  matter  of  deep  regret  on  the  part  of 
many  that  he  severed  his  relations  as  active  pastor  of  the  church  on  the  8th  of 
October,  1899,  to  become  pastor  emeritus,  thus  still  retaining  close  relations  with 
his  people. 

On  the  23d  of  August,  1859,  in  Sutton.  Massachusetts,  the  Rev.  A.  L.  Frisbie 
was  married  to  Miss  Jerusha  R.  Slocum,  a  daughter  of  Horatio  and  Roxalana 
(Richardson)  Slocum,  who  died  in  1872.  On  the  29th  of  July,  1873,  in  Danbury, 
Connecticut,  he  wedded  Martha  J.  Crosby,  a  daughter  of  Judah  P.  and  Catherine 
(Stevens)  Crosby.  In  Mrs.  Erisbie  the  Doctor  has  a  helpmate  no  less  con¬ 
secrated  to  the  work  of  the  ministry  than  her  husband  has  ever  shown  himself  to 
be,  nor  is  she  lacking  in  any  detail  of  equipment  for  the  career  of  a  minister's 
wife.  The  sons  and  daughters  of  the  household  are :  Lillian  H.,  the  wife  of 
George  M.  Whicher ;  Grace  E.,  the  wife  of  William  H.  Ryan ;  William  A.,  who 
wedded  Nellie  McCord;  Mabel  E.,  the  wife  of  Homer  J.  Clark;  and  Alfred  L., 
who  married  Margaret  Scammon. 

Dr.  Frisbie  has  always  been  an  advocate  of  republican  principles  and  is 
now  associated  with  what  is  known  as  the  progressive  wing  of  the  party,  which 
in  reality  is  a  reform  movement  and  protest  against  the  blind  following  of  party 
leaders,  or  the  manipulation  of  the  parties  for  the  benefit  of  the  few  to  the 
detriment  of  the  majority.  At  the  time  of  the  Civil  war  he  served  as  chaplain 
of  the  Twentieth  Connecticut  Regiment  of  Volunteer  Infantry  from  September 
1,  1863,  until  July  1,  1864,  and  thus  was  entitled  to  membership  in  Crocker  Post, 
G.  A.  R.,  and  to  the  Loyal  Legion,  serving  now  as  chaplain  of  the  Iowa  com- 
mandery  of  the  latter.  He  has  been  a  trustee  of  Iowa  College  at  Grinnell  since 
1885  and  he  has  been  a  corporate  member  of  the  American  Board  of  Commis¬ 
sioners  for  Foreign  Missions  since  1895.  Allying  his  interest  with  those  of 
progress  and  righteousness  in  1847,  when  as  a  youth  of  seventeen  years  he 
joined  the  Congregational  church,  he  has  since  labored  earnestly  and  untiringly 
for  all  those  forces  which  contribute  to  moral  progress  and  the  acceptance  of 
Biblical  teaching.  One  who  knows  him  well  said ;  “His  name  is  indeed  closely 
associated  with  the  growth  of  Congregationalism  in  Des  Moines,  Polk  county, 
and  the  state  of  Iowa,  as  the  first  volume  of  this  work  clearly  shows.  In  fact 
it  is  not  easy  to  see  how  the  Congregational  church  could  have  attained  to  its 
present  commanding  position  in  the  state  had  this  noble,  self-sacrificing,  public- 
spirited  preacher  and  doer  of  the  Word  been  led  by  circumstance  or  Providence 
to  some  other  field/1 


SILAS  B.  ALLEN. 

Silas  B.  Allen  who,  as  a  leading  lawyer  of  Des  Moines,  has  established  a  large 
and  satisfactory  practice,  his  name  figuring  prominently  in  connection  with  the 
records  of  the  courts  of  Des  Moines,  was  born  at  Cold  Spring,  Jefferson  county, 
Wisconsin,  on  the  13th  of  November,  1862.  His  parents  were  James  C.  and 
Malinda  (Pond)  Allen,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  New  York,  the  mother 
having  been  born  in  Cataraugus  county.  In  the  paternal  line  the  family  is  of 
Scotch-English  ancestry  and  Chief  Justice  Chase  of  the  LTnited  States  supreme 
court  was  a  great-granduncle  of  Mr.  Allen.  The  maternal  lineage  is  English, 
the  grandparents  having  come  from  England,  at  which  time  they  settled  in  New 
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York,  while  subsequently  they  removed  to  Wisconsin,  and  it  was  in  the  Utter 
state  that  Malinda  Pond  gave  her  hand  in  marriage  to  the  Rev.  James  C.  Allen, 
who  was  a  pioneer  preacher  of  the  Lnited  Brethren  church,  and  a  blacksmith  by 
trade  He  became  one  of  the  early  residents  of  W  isconsin  and  in  that  state  he 
and  his  wife  reared  their  family  of  nine  children.  During  the  period  of  the 
Civil  war  the  Rev.  Allen  served  the  government  in  and  near  St.  Louis  as  a  gov- 
ernment  blacksmith.  He  could  not  regularly  enlist  as  a  soldier  on  account  o 
heart  trouble,  but  did  what  he  could  to  aid  the  country,  and  throughout  the  four 
years’  civil  strife  remained  in  the  government  employ  in  the  line  of  his  trade. 

Silas  B.  Allen  pursued  his  education  in  the  Milton  College  of  Milton,  W  iscon¬ 
sin,  and  the  Whitewater  Normal  school,  and  prepared  for  his  profession  as  a  law 
student  in  Drake  University,  where  he  was  graduated  in  1892  with  the  LL.  B. 
degree  After  leaving  college,  he  began  the  practice  of  law  in  Des  Moines  and 
was  first  associated  with  Frank  S.  Dunshee,  under  the  firm  name  of  Dunshee  & 
Allen,  a  relationship  that  was  maintained  for  six  and  a  half  years.  At  the  end 
of  that  time  Mr.  Allen  formed  a  partnership  with  H.  F.  Dale  under  the  firm 
style  of  Dale  &  Allen,  and  so  practiced  for  four  years,  since  which  time  he  has 
been  alone.  In  following  his  profession  he  has  established  himself  in  a  large  and 
satisfactory  practice  among  the  leading  lawyers  of  the  city.  An  excellent  pies- 
ence,  an  earnest  manner,  marked  strength  of  character,  a  thorough  grasp  of  the 
law  and  an  ability  to  correctly  apply  its  principles  make  him  an  effective  and  suc¬ 
cessful  advocate. 

On  the  2d  of  June,  1891,  in  Des  Moines,  Mr.  Allen  was  married  to  Miss  Min¬ 
nie  M.  Baker,  a  daughter  of  John  Baker,  a  native  of  Iowa  and  a  soldier  of  the 
Civil  war  who  was  killed  during  the  progress  of  hostilities.  Three  children  have 
been  born  unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Allen :  Clark  L.,  born  in  Des  Moines,  September 
30  1892;  Marguerite,  February  22,  1896;  and  Hortense  November  18,  1898. 
The  parents  hold  membership  in  the  Grace  Methodist  Episcopal  church  and  in 
politics  Mr.  Allen  is  a  progressive  republican  but  not  an  insurgent.  In  1907  and 
1909  he  was  a  candidate  for  the  mayoralty,  but  was  defeated.  He  holds  high 
rank  in  his  party  and  his  opinions  carry  weight  in  its  local  councils.  Fraternally 
he  is  connected  with  the  Masons,  the  Odd  Fellows,  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  the 
American  Patriots  and  the  Yeomen.  Something  of  the  nature  of  his  recreation 
is  indicated  in  the  fact  that  he  belongs  to  the  Waveland  Park  Golf  Club.  Few 
lawyers  of  Des  Moines  have  made  a  more  lasting  impression  upon  the  bar  of  the 
city’  both  for  legal  ability  of  a  high  order  and  for  the  individuality  of  a  personal 
character  which  impresses  itself  upon  a  community.  Deeply  interested  in  the 
welfare  of  the  city,  he  is  an  active  member  of  the  Commercial  Club,  of  which 
for  four  years  he  served  as  vice  president  and  at  all  times  he  cooperates  in  its 
measures  and  movements  for  the  upbuilding  of  the  city  and  the  exploitation  of 
its  advantages.  His  standing  as  a  citizen  is  perhaps  best  indicated  by  the  fact 
that  he  was  one  of  five  chosen  among  the  most  prominent  residents  of  the  capi¬ 
tal  to  draft  what  is  known  as  the  “Des  Moines  Plan,”  which  is  the  present  sys¬ 
tem  of  city  government.  To  the  work  he  gave  untiring  effort,  indefatigable  en¬ 
ergy  and  a  most  earnest  and  thoughtful  consideration.  His  labors  were  the  re¬ 
sult  of  long  study  and  deliberation  concerning  municipal  problems,  and  his  analyt¬ 
ical  mind  also  drew  from  his  study  sound  and  logical  deductions.  Not  only  did 
he  aid  in  drafting  the  document  that  constitutes  the  basis  of  the  present  system 
of  city  government  but  he  also  fought  as  no  other  man  fought  for  its  passage. 
Believing  that  the  plan  contained  elements  of  government  superior  to  anything 
hitherto  adopted  in  the  management  of  municipal  affairs  in  this  country,  and 
believing  that  the  people  should  understand  its  workings  and  the  benefits  to  be 
derived  therefrom,  he  sought  in  every  possible  way  to  make  known  the  plan  in  all 
of  its  scope  and  possibilities,  and  unceasingly  and  untiringly  labored  for  its  rec¬ 
ognition  until  it  became  the  adopted  form  of  city  government,  recognized  today 
throughout  the  country  as  an  ideal  form  of  government.  Moreover,  it  has  awak- 
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ened  the  attention  of  men  deeply  concerned  in  civic  problems  throughout  the 
world,  being  copied  not  only  by  cities  in  the  United  States  but  also  among  all 
civilized  nations.  The  work  which  Mr.  Allen  has  done  in  this  connection  seems 
the  crowning  labor  of  his  life,  and  while  he  sought  the  adoption  of  the  “Des 
Moines  Plan”  with  a  singleness  of  purpose,  his  object  being  solely  to  give  to  the 
city  an  ideal  form  of  government,  in  so  doing  he  wrote  his  name  high  on  the 
keystone  of  the  arch  of  fame.  As  in  all  great  actions,  the  sense  of  self  was  ob¬ 
literated  and  with  steadfast  purpose  he  labored  for  the  achievement  of  what  he 
knew  would  be  a  work  of  lasting  benefit  to  Iowa’s  capital. 


JUDGE  WILLIAM  HARRISON  McHENRY. 

Nine  years  service  as  judge  of  the  district  court  of  Polk  county  has  indeli¬ 
bly  engraven  the  name  of  Judge  William  Harrison  McHenry  upon  the  judicial 
history  of  the  state.  The  very  fact  of  his  reelection  to  office  is  incontrovertible 
proof  "of  his  ability  and  high  standing  and  of  the  clearness  and  impartiality  of 
the  decisions  which  he  has  been  called  upon  to  utter.  Though  the  practice  and 
interpretation  of  the  law  has  been  his  chief  life  work,  he  is  perhaps  even  more 
widely  known  to  the  general  public  as  a  speaker  who  is  in  frequent  demand  where 
subjects  of  general  interest  are  under  discussion,  but  whether  as  an  orator  be¬ 
fore  the  general  public,  as  a  lawyer  quietly  engaged  in  the  preparation  of  his 
cases,  or  as  a  judge  upon  the  bench,  sitting  as  the  conservator  of  rights,  privi¬ 
leges,  life  and  liberty,  Judge  McHenry  has  ever  held  to  high  ideals  and  sought 
for  progress  along  practical  and  therefore  far-reaching  lines  of  benefit. 

Des  Moines  classes  him  as  a  native  son.  He  was  born  in  the  capital  city,  Janu¬ 
ary  i,  i860,  and  is  a  direct  lineal  descendant  of  William  McHenry,  a  member 
of  the  committee  of  public  safety  and  a  lieutenant  in  the  Revolutionary  war 
under  command  of  General  Nathaniel  Butterfield,  our  subject’s  maternal  great¬ 
grandfather.  His  father,  William  Harrison  McHenry,  was  born  near  Colum¬ 
bus,  Ohio,  September  16,  1816.  Coming  to  Iowa  in  the  pioneer  epoch  of  the 
history  of  the  state  he  served  as  the  first  mayor  of  the  city  of  Des  Moines  and 
for  eight  years  was  judge  of  the  district  court.  He  wedded  Mary,  a  daughter 
of  Judge  B.  F.  Butterfield,  of  Warren  county,  Indiana.  Her  death  occurred 
at  Des  Moines  in  1880,  while  Judge  McHenry.  Sr.,  passed  away  September  11, 
1893. 

William  Harrison  McHenry,  Jr.,  thus  comes  of  an  honored  and  representa¬ 
tive  family  of  Des  Moines  and  his  lines  of  life  have  been  cast  in  harmony  with 
the  example  of  an  illustrious  father.  He  was  a  student  in  the  Des  Moines  high 
school  to  the  date  of  his  graduation  in  1877.  He  completed  a  course  in  the 
Iowa  State  College  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Science  in  1881  and  received 
his  Bachelor  of  Law  degree  from  Drake  University  in  1883.  Twenty-two  years 
later  Drake  conferred  upon  him  the  Master  of  Law  degree. 

Following  the  completion  of  his  law  course,  Judge  McHenry  was  admitted 
to  the  bar  and  entered  upon  active  practice,  in  which  he  continued  until  his  ele¬ 
vation  to  the  bench  on  the  17th  of  March,  1902.  As  a  lawyer  he  soon  proved 
himself  sound,  clear  minded  and  well  trained.  With  a  long  line  of  decisions  from 
Marshall  down,  by  which  the  constitution  has  been  expounded,  he  is  familiar, 
as  are  all  thoroughly  skilled  lawyers.  He  is  at  home  in  all  departments  of  the 
law  from  the  minutiae  in  practice  to  the  greater  topics  wherein  is  involved  the 
consideration  of  the  ethics  and  the  philosophy  of  jurisprudence  and  the  higher 
concerns  of  public  policy.  For  nine  years  he  has  sat  upon  the  bench  of  the  dis¬ 
trict  court  of  Polk  county,  his  present  term  expiring  January  13,  1915,  and 
his  decisions  indicating  strong  mentality,  careful  analysis,  a  thorough  knowledge 
of  the  law  and  an  unbiased  judgment.  The  judge  on  the  bench  rails  more  fre- 
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quently  perhaps  from  a  deficiency  in  that  broad  mindedness,  which  not  only  com¬ 
prehends  the  details  of  a  situation  quickly  and  that  insures  a  complete  self  con¬ 
trol  under  even  the  most  exasperating  conditions  than  from  any  other  cause, 
and  the  judge  who  makes  a  success  in  the  discharge  of  his  multitudinous,  deli¬ 
cate  duties  is  a  man  of  well  rounded  character,  finely  balanced  mind  and  of 
splendid  intellectual  attainments.  That  Judge  McHenry  is  regarded  as  such 
a  jurist  is  a  uniformly  accepted  fact. 

On  the  oth  of  November,  1887,  in  Sioux  City,  Iowa,  Judge  McHenry  was 
married  to  Luella  A.  Wright,  a  daughter  of  A.  R.  and  Elizabeth  S.  Wright. 
She  was  descended  from  the  Abbott  and  Southworth  families  of  New  England 
and  was  a  member  of  .the  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution.  Her  death 
occurred  December  11,  1910. 

Judge  McHenry  gives  his  political  allegiance  to  the  republican  party.  Id  is 
membership  is  with  the  Masons,  the  Elks,  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  the  Eagles, 
the  Yeomen  and  the  Red  Men,  and  aside  from  purely  fraternal  organizations 
he  has  active  connection  with  the  Golf  and  Country  Club  and  the  Grant  Club. 
A  popular  public  speaker,  he  is  in  frequent  demand  as  the  orator  on  occasions 
of  general  interest.  He  has  a  wide  circle  of  friends  among  the  pioneers  of  Polk 
county  as  well  as  among  those  of  the  younger  generation  and  the  more  recent 
additions  to  the  citizenship  of  this  district. 


JOHN  KETCHAM  ELWELL. 


The  Elwell  family,  which  is  one  of  the  oldest  in  America,  is  most  abfy  rep¬ 
resented  in  Des  Moines  in  the  person  of  John  Ketcham  Elwell,  who  as  president 
and  manager  of  the  Field  Shoe  Company  has  been  identified  with  the  commercial 
interests  of  this  city  during  the  past  five  years.  He  is  a  direct  descendant  of 
Robert  Elwell,  who'  was  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay  colony 
which  was  located  at  Dorchester,  now  a  part  of  the  incorporated  city  of  Boston. 
The  old  Dorchester  town  records  contain  the  following  entry  -under  date  of  Sep¬ 
tember  1,  1634:  “It  is  ordered  that  the  lott  which  was  granted  to  John  Rockel  shall 
be  transferred  to  Robert  Elway  (Elwell).”  In  1675  some  of  his  descendants 
located  in  Salem  county,  West  Jersey,  and  the  grandfather  of  our  subject,  John 
Hutton  Elwell,  was  born  in  Pittsgrove,  Salem  county,  New  Jersey,  in  December, 
1798.  He  was  a  carpenter  by  trade  and  in  his  early  manhood  migrated  still 
farther  West  locating  in  Ohio,  where  he  met  and  married  on  the  25th  of  March, 
1824,  Mary  Smith,  of  Montgomery  county,  Ohio. 

Mr.  Elwell  was  one  of  the  founders  of  Dayton,  Ohio,  in  which  city  he  spent 
many  years  of  his  life.  He  passed  away  on  the  9th  of  July,  1861,  and  was  laid 
to  rest  in  Putman  county,  Ohio.  He  was  of  English  extraction  in  both  the  pa¬ 
ternal  and  maternal  lines.  His  son,  Hiram  Smith  Elwell,  was  born  in  Dayton, 
Ohio,  on  the  30th  of  April,  1834.  He  was  a  stone  cutter,  following  that  trade 
in  various  parts  of  the  state  during  the  entire  period  of  his  active  career.  He 
was  married  on  the  1st  of  September,  1859,  in  Vaughnsville,  Ohio,  to  Miss  Mary 
|  ane  Ketcham,  who  was  born  in  Chesterville,  Ohio,  on  the  2d  of  November  1839* 
They  began  their  domestic  life  in  Vaughnsville,  where  they  resided  until  1864,  at 
which  time  they  removed  to  Chesterville,  where  they  remained  six  years  and  then 
located  in  Columbus  Grove.  Here  Mr.  Elwell  passed  away  on  the  21st  of  Sep¬ 
tember,  1885,  but  his  wife  still  survives  and  continues  to  make  her  home  in 
Columbus  Grove. 

John  Ketcham  Elwell  was  born  in  Vaughnsville,  Ohio,  on  the  27th  of  July, 
1862.  He  commenced  his  education  in  Chesterville,  but  had  only  attained  the  age 
of  eight  years  when  his  parents  removed  to  Columbus  Grove,  in  whose  public 
schools  he  remianed  a  student  until  the  completion  of  his  course  in  1878.  He 
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was  not  a  robust  youth  and  his  health  being  very  poor  at  this  time  his  parents 
sent  him  to  Gallatin,  Missouri,  where  he  worked  upon  a  farm  for  two  years. 
Following  this  he  accepted  a  position  as  errand  boy  and  night  watch  with  the 
Etter  Randall  Dry  Goods  Company,  remaining  in  their  employ  for  eleven  years, 
during  which  time  by  means  of  close  application,  energy  and  faithful  service  he 
became  the  head  of  the  shoe  department.  Upon  resigning  this  position  he  came 
to  Boone,  Iowa,  where  with  others  he  organized  the  McCune  Shoe  Company, 
with  which  he  was  identified  until  1907,  when  he  removed  to  Des  Moines,  be¬ 
coming  interested  with  Frederick  Field  in  the  Field  Shoe  Company,  and  of  which 
he  has  ever  since  been  the  president  and  manager. 

On  the  9th  of  October,  1895,  Mr.  Elwell  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Mary  Ambrose,  the  eldest  child  of  Air.  and  Airs.  J.  W.  Ambrose  of  Nevada,  Iowa. 
Air.  Ambrose  migrated  to  Iowa  from  Alilledgeville,  Illinois,  in  1872,  and  ever 
after  continued  to  make  his  home  in  this  state.  Airs.  Elwell  was  born  in  Polo, 
Illinois,  on  the  6th  of  June,  1865.  After  completing  the  course  of  the  public 
schools  she  went  to  Cornell  College  at  Alount  Vernon.  She  was  a  graduate  of 
the  Sherwood  Conservatory  of  Music  of  Chicago  and  for  many  years  engaged 
in  teaching.  Two  children  were  born  of  this  marriage:  John  Ambrose,  whose 
birth  occurred  in  Boone  on  the  25th  of  August,  1897,  and  one  son  who  died  in 
infancy.  The  wife  and  mother  passed  away  on  the  18th  of  April,  1904. 

Air.  Elwell  was  again  married  on  the  20th  of  September,  1910,  his  second  wife 
being  Aliss  Mary  V.  Sharp,  a  native  of  Coralville — which  is  in  me  vicinity  of 
Iowa  City — this  state,  her  birth  occurring  on  the  29th  of  June,  1869.  Airs.  Elwell 
is  a  daughter  of  James  Gaul  and  Ann  Jane  (Hutchinson)  Sharp,  who  migrated  to 
the  United  States  from  Canada  in  1866,  first  locating  in  Illinois,  where  they  lived 
for  a  year  and  then  removed  to  Iowa.  They  have  been  residents  of  Des  Aloines  for 
some  time  and  it  was  here  that  Air.  Sharp,  who  was  formerly  a  miller,  organized 
the  Alill  Owners  Insurance  Company  of  Des  Aloines  in  1880.  Mrs.  Elwell,  who 
acquired  her  education  in  the  public  schools,  is  of  Scotch  extraction  in  the 
paternal  and  Irish  in  the  maternal  line.  Mr.  and  Airs.  Elwell  manifest  their  re¬ 
ligious  belief  through  their  membership  in  the  Alethodist  Episcopal  church.  He 
joined  the  Afasonic  fraternity  in  1890  while  a  resident  of  Gallatin,  and  his  local 
identification  with  this  order  is  with  Capital  Lodge,  No.  no,  A.  F.  &  A.  M., 
Corinthian  Chapter,  No.  14,  Alpha  Council.  No.  1,  and  Des  Aloines  Command- 
ery,  No.  4,  of  the  Knight  Templars.  While  residing  in  Boone  he  was  eminent 
commander  of  Excalibur  Commandery,  No.  13.  Air.  Elwell  is  also  a  member 
of  the  Grant  Club. 

In  political  matters  the  support  of  Air.  Elwell  has  always  been  accorded  the 
candidates  of  the  republican  party,  but  as  he  has  never  aspired  to  public  honors 
or  the  emoluments  of  office  he  does  not  actively  participate  in  civic  affairs.  He 
has  won  many  friends  during  the  long  period  of  his  residence  in  this  city,  and 
is  regarded  as  a  capable  and  thoroughly  reliable  man,  who  can  always  be  de¬ 
fended  upon  to  do  the  honorable  thing  in  each  and  every  business  transaction. 


SIAION  CASADY. 

Simon  Casady,  of  Des  Aloines,  where  he  is  now  widely  known  as  the  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Central  State  Bank  of  Iowa,  was  born  June  16,  1852,  and  is  a  son 
of  the  Hon.  Phineas  M.  and  Augusta  (Grimmell)  Casady,  the  former  one  of  the 
most  distinguished  citizens  and  statesmen  of  Iowa.  His  early  education  was 
acquired  in  the  public  schools  of  Des  Aloines  and  later  he  entered  the  Iowa  State 
University,  in  which  he  completed  the  work  of  the  sophomore  year.  He  has 
been  connected  with  banking  interests  throughout  his  entire  business  life  and 
has  steadily  worked  his  way  upward  to  the  presidency  of  one  of  the  most  im- 
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portant  financial  enterprises  of  the  state  from  that  of  messenger  in  the  old 
National  State  Bank,  which  he  entered  in  1871.  In  1876  he  helped  to  organ¬ 
ize  the  Des  Moines  Bank,  which  in  January,  1883,  became  the  Des  Moines  Sav¬ 
ings  Bank,  with  his  father,  Judge  Casady,  as  the  president.  A  number  of  years 
later  Simon  Casady  was  called  to  the  presidency  of  the  State  Central  Bank  and 
is  now  directing  the  movements  of  that  institution,  which  has  become  firmly 
established  as  one  of  the  strongest  and  most  reliable  financial  concerns  of  the 
city. 

On  the  first  of  June,  1880,  Mr.  Casady  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Sarah  C.  Griffiths,  a  daughter  of  Colonel  J.  M.  Griffiths,  of  Des  Moines.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Casady  were  the  first  native  couple  of  Des  Moines  to  be  married  here. 
Four  children  have  blessed  this  union:  Thomas,  who  is  now  an  Episcopal  rector 
in  this  city ;  Phillip  Murray,  a  mechanical  engineer  connected  with  the  Des  Moines 
Gas  Company;  Simon,  Jr.;  and  Rose  C.,  the  wife  of  J.  B.  Dougal.  Mrs.  Casady 
holds  membership  in  the  Episcopal  church  and  the  family  are  prominent  in  the 
social  circles  of  the  city.  There  have  been  no  spectacular  phases  in  the  life 
record  of  him  whose  name  introduces  this  review,  but  his  work  has  been  none 
the  less  essential  and  none  the  less  important.  His  record  is  the  story  of  a 
man's  life  that  seems  to  have  been  an  orderly  progression  under  the  steady  hand 
of  one  who  has  been  a  consistent  master  of  himself  and  whose  organism  is  har¬ 
monious  and  well  balanced.  He  is  eminently  a  man  of  business  sense  and  while 
of  conservative  habit  is  not  lacking  in  enterprise  of  the  kind  that  leads  to  great 
accomplishments. 


SEYMOUR  H.  UHL. 

Seymour  H.  Uhl,  a  prominent,  prosperous  and  progressive  citizen  of  Wash¬ 
ington  township,  devotes  his  attention  to  the  cultivation  of  three  hundred  acres 
of  land,  constituting  one  of  the  best  improved  farms  in  Polk  county.  His 
birth  occurred  in  Logansport,  Indiana,  in  September,  1863,  his  parents  being  Jo¬ 
seph  and  Caroline  (Miller)  Uhl,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Pennsylvania. 
The  father,  a  miller  by  trade,  removed  to  Indiana  in  1847  anc^  built  the  first  flour 
mill  in  Logansport.  He  was  connected  with  milling  interests  throughout  his 
active  business  career  and  never  lived  in  Iowa,  although  in  1857  he  purchased 
the  farm  which  is  now  in  possession  of  our  subject.  He  retained  the  property 
for  about  twenty  years  and  then  sold  it  to  his  son  Seymour.  His  demise  oc¬ 
curred  at  Logansport,  Indiana,  in  March,  1898,  while  his  wife  was  called  to  her 
final  rest  in  July,  1901. 

Seymour  H.  Uhl  was  reared  in  the  place  of  his  nativity  and  attended  the 
public  schools  in  the  acquirement  of  an  education.  When  a  youth  of  seven¬ 
teen  he  came  to  Iowa  and  began  working  by  the  month  as  a  farm  hand,  being 
thus  employed  for  one  year.  Subsequently  he  operated  a  rented  farm  for  one 
year  and  then  went  to  Montana,  where  he  remained  for  two  years,  rounding  up 
cattle  on  the  range.  He  is  a  millwright  and  carpenter  by  trade  and  after  re¬ 
turning  to  this  state  worked  at  those  occupations  in  Sioux  City  for  one  year  and 
in  Polk  county  for  two  years.  On  the  expiration  of  that  period  he  purchased 
his  father’s  farm  of  three  hundred  acres  in  Washington  township  and  began  its 
improvement.  From  that  time  to  the  present  he  has  been  busily  engaged  in  its 
operation  and  now  owns  one  of  the  most  highly  improved  farms  in  the  county. 
In  connection  with  the  tilling  of  the  soil  he  raises  a  carload  of  hogs  each  year 
and  also  keeps  fifty  head  of  cattle  and  six  head  of  horses.  He  likewise  owns 
a  well  improved  farm  of  four  hundred  acres  in  Jones  county  and  is  a  stockholder 
in  the  People’s  State  Bank  at  Maxwell  and  the  Farmers  Grain  Company  at  that 
place.  During  the  years  1902,  1903  and  1904  he  was  engaged  in  the  house- 
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furnishing  business  at  Santa  Barbara,  California,  and  also  conducted  a  car¬ 
riage  repository  there. 

On  the  i st  of  January,  1889,  Mr.  Uhl  was  joined  in  wedlock  to  Miss  Mary 
Kulow,  a  daughter  of  Frederick  and  Matilda  (Webster)  Kulow,  who  were  na¬ 
tives  of  Germany  and  Pennsylvania  respectively.  The  father  emigrated  to  the 
United  States  and  located  in  Mendota,  Illinois,  in  1851,  becoming  identified  with 
industrial  interests  as  a  contractor  and  builder.  In  1857  he  removed  to  Story 
county,  Iowa,  entered  and  improved  a  tract  of  land  and  operated  the  same  for 
three  years.  In  1864  he  purchased  a  farm  in  Washington  township,  Polk 
county,  devoting  his  attention  to  its  further  cultivation  and  improvement  until 
1885.  In  that  year  he  sold  the  property  and  bought  another  farm  in  the  north¬ 
east  corner  of  Washington  township,  which  he  operated  throughout  the  remain¬ 
der  of  his  life,  passing  away  on  the  30th  of  January,  1890.  The  demise  of  his 
wife  occurred  on  the  24th  of  September,  1868.  Air.  and  Mrs.  Uhl  have  four 
children,  as  follows :  Mabel,  twenty-one  years  of  age,  who  is  the  wife  of  Carl 
Hurst  and  resides  in  Washington  township;  Joseph  M.,  a  youth  of  eighteen;  and 
Caroline  and  Ellen,  who  are  fifteen  and  thirteen  years  of  age  respectively. 

Mr.  Uhl  is  a  republican  in  his  political  views  and  has  served  as  school  di¬ 
rector  of  Washington  township  for  a  number  of  years.  Fraternally  he  is  iden¬ 
tified  with  the  Masons,  belonging  to  the  blue  lodge  at  Maxwell,  Iowa,  the  chap¬ 
ter  at  Santa  Barbara,  California,  and  the  consistory  and  shrine  at  Des  Moines, 
Iowa.  He  is  likewise  a  member  of  the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of 
Elks  at  Des  Moines.  His  religious  faith  is  indicated  by  his  membership  in  the 
Evangelical  church,  to  which  his  wife  and  children  also  belong.  He  is  a  man 
of  marked  strength  of  character,  genial  disposition  and  genuine  worth  and  has 
the  unqualified  respect  and  good  will  of  his  fellowmen. 


JAMES  C.  O’DONNELL. 

James  C.  O'Donnell  was  born  in  Aurora.  Illinois,  on  the  28th  of  June,  1867, 
his  parents  being  Charles  and  Elizabeth  (Dumas)  O'Donnell.  They  located 
here  in  1879,  and  for  many  years  the  father  has  been  president  of  the  Western 
Granite  Company.  Seven  children  were  born  unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  O'Donnell, 
six  of  whom  are  surviving.  Those  beside  our  subject  are:  Elizabeth,  who  is  a 
sister  of  Mercy  at  Joplin,  Missouri ;  Grace ;  Charles  D.,  the  owner  of  the  O’Don¬ 
nell  Printing  Company  of  Des  Moines ;  Henry  D.,  a  draughtsman ;  and  Margaret. 

James  C.  O’Donnell  was  educated  in  St.  Ambrose  school,  Des  Moines,  after 
which  he  entered  the  Bowen  Commercial  College,  where  he  pursued  a  full  busi¬ 
ness  course.  His  first  independent  business  venture  was  a  retail  grocery,  which 
he  established  in  the  Flynn  building  in  1890.  Having  decided  at  the  end  of 
four  years  that  he  preferred  banking  to  commercial  pursuits,  he  disposed  of  his 
interests  and  accepted  a  position  in  the  Marquardt  Savings  Bank.  He  contin¬ 
ued  to  be  identified  with  this  concern  for  seven  years,  having  advanced  to  the 
position  of  paying  teller.  He  resigned  in  order  to  become  assistant  cashier  in 
the  German  Savings  Bank,  assuming  his  duties  in  the  latter  institution  on  the 
12th  of  September,  1903.  On  the  27th  of  November,  three  years  later,  he  was 
made  cashier  and  on  the  first  of  November,  1909,  he  was  elected  vice  president, 
which  position  he  still  retains.  Mr.  O  Donnell  is  widely  known  in  local  banking 
circles,  as  in  addition  to  his  official  connection  with  the  German  Savings  Bank 
of  this  city,  he  is  president  of  the  First  Savings  Bank  of  Norwalk;  vice  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Farrar  State  Savings  Bank  at  Farrar;  cashier  of  the  Bevington  Bank, 
Bevington ;  and  a  director  of  the  Farmers  Savings  Bank  at  Carlisle,  Iowa.  He 
is  also  president  of  the  Granite  Brick  Company,  treasurer  of  the  Farm  Prop- 
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tirty  Mutual  Fire  Association  of  Iowa  and  director  of  the  Des  Moines  Sheet 
Metal  Company. 

On  the  20th  of  October,  1897,  in  St.  Jarlath’s  church,  Chicago,  was  solemnized 
the  marriage  of  Mr.  O’Donnell  and  Miss  Nellie  D.  Byrne,  a  daughter  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Thomas  Byrne,  of  Fairfield,  Iowa.  Three  children  have  been  born  of 
this  union:  James  Byrne,  who  passed  away  in  infancy;  Kathleen  Mary,  born  on 
the  31st  of  August,  1900;  and  Bernardine  Nellie,  born  on  the  27th  of  March, 
1904.  The  family  are  communicants  of  St.  Ambrose  Catholic  church.  Mr. 
O’Donnell  is  a  member  of  the  Knights  of  Columbus  and  the  Benevolent  Pro¬ 
tective  Order  of  Elks.  His  affiliations  of  a  more  strictly  commercial  and  social 
nature  are  with  the  Bankers  Club  and  the  Commercial  Club  of  this  city. 

Mr.  O’Donnell  accords  his  political  allegiance  to  the  men  and  measures  of 
the  democratic  party.  He  has  always  taken  an  active  and  helpful  interest  in 
all  civic  affairs  and  for  eight  years  served  as  treasurer  of  the  board  of  education 
of  Des  Moines.  As  an  organizer  and  director  of  financial  institutions,  Mr. 
O’Donnell  is  recognized  as  a  man  of  unusual  power,  as  under  his  capable  super¬ 
vision  ventures  which  involve  the  protection  of  the  funds  of  the  general  public 
are  always  given  that  judicious  care  which  has  ultimately  won  him  the  confi¬ 
dence  essential  to  the  successful  career  of  a  financier. 


MAJOR  HOYT  SHERMAN. 

T11  the  annals  of  the  history  of  this  great  city,  now  the  capitol  of  one  of  the 
foremost  states  of  the  Union,  for  many  future  generations  will  stand  the  name 
of  Hoyt  Sherman,  one  that  carries  to*  every  heart  memories  of  a  man  of  the 
highest  attainable  character,  ever  loyal  to  his  country,  state  and  city,  a  faithful 
husband  and  kind  father  in  his  home,  a  most  valued  friend  to  all  who  knew  him 
and  always  ready  to  lend  a  helping  hand  to  his  fellowmen. 

Hoyt  Sherman  was  a  son  of  Hon.  Charles  R.  Sherman,  judge  of  the  su¬ 
preme  Court  of  Ohio  from  1825  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1829.  ^  His 
brothers  were  Hon.  John  Sherman,  secretary  of  the  treasury,  General  W.  T. 
Sherman  of  the  United  States  Army,  the  late  Charles  T.  Sherman,  judge  of  the 
United  States  court  for  the  northern  district  of  Ohio,  and  James  and  Lampson 
P.  Sherman,  early  settlers  of  Polk  county.  He  was  born  in  Lancaster  county, 
Ohio,  November  1,  1827.  During  his  boyhood  days,  while  attending  school, 
his  leisure  time  was  given  to  learning  the  printers  trade  in  the  office  of  his  two 
brothers,  Charles  and  John,  in  Mansfield,  Ohio.  At  the  age  of  twenty-one,  in 
1848,  his  long  cherished  desire  to  see  the  then  less  frequented  spots  of  this 
great  continent  culminated  in  his  emigration  to  Iowa  where  upon  his  arrival  at 
Des  Moines,  he  immediately  decided  to  remain.  His  initial  step  in  Des  Moines 
as  a  business  man  was  his  association  with  Thomas  McMullen,  then  school  fund 
commissioner,  in  the  selling  of  school  lands  granted  the  state  by  an  act  of  con¬ 
gress.  However  he  remained  not  long  at  his  first  position  for  as  he  showed 
signs  of  remarkable  business  ability  he  was  soon  appointed  deputy  postmaster  of 
Des  Moines,  the  office  then  being  known  as  Raccoon  River.  R.  L.  Tidrick  was 
Postmaster  and  the  office  was  in  conjunction  with  that  of  Cassady  8c  Tidrick, 
attorneys,  located  on  Second  street,  near  Vine.  He  served  in  the  capacity  of 
deputy  until  1849  when  upon  the  resignation  of  Mr.  Tidrick  he  was  appointed 
postmaster,  under  the  administration  of  President  Zachary  Taylor,  which  office 
he  held  until  1853  when  he  resigned  and  recommended  the  appointment  of  his 
well  known  successor,  Wesley  Redhead. 

Soon  after  his  appointment  he  built  an  office  on  the  east  side  of  Second 
street,  near  Vine,  and  moved  the  office  from  the  old  barracks  building  thereto, 
it  being  the  first  exclusive  postoffice  building  in  the  city. 
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It  is  a  coincidence  that  he  also  built  the  second  building  used  as  a  postoffice, 
called  the  Sherman  Block,  corner  of  Third  street  and  Court  avenue,  and  the 
third  postoffice,  a  two-story  frame  on  Third  street,  in  the  rear  of  the  Sherman 
Block,  and  disbursed  the  funds  for  the  building  of  the  postoffice  which  was 
occupied  until  the  completion  of  the  present  one,  March,  1910. 

At  the  May  term  of  the  district  court,  1849,  Mr.  Sherman  was  admitted  to 
the  bar  and  became  one  of  the  most  prominent  attorneys  of  his  day.  An  illus¬ 
tration  of  his  determination  to  gain  a  foothold  in  the  business  world  is  shown 
by  the  methods  used  in  his  first  investment.  In  1850  the  well  known  and  exten¬ 
sive  Pursely  estate  was  to  be  sold  and  the  realty  divided  into  five-acre  tracts  and 
sold  by  order  of  the  court.  His  accumulated  savings  amounted  to  exactly  one 
hundred  dollars.  The  sale  was  to  be  at  auction.  He  was  on  the  grounds  at 
the  opening  hour  and  was  approached  by  one  of  the  executives  to  act  as  clerk 
of  the  sale  for  which  services  he  was  to  receive  a  compensation  of  five  dollars. 
The  tract  he  most  desired  was  called  and  soon  reached  one  hundred  dollars,  the 
extent  of  his  assets,  but  at  this  point  there  was  a  hesitancy  in  the  bidding.  By 
raising  it  to  one  hundred  and  five  dollars,  including  the  pay  he  was  to  receive 
for  that  day’s  work,  he  was  the  highest  bidder  and  the  land  was  his.  This  was 
his  first  step,  the  property  was  sold  to  the  city  after  the  death  of  Mr.  Sherman. 

In  1852  he  was  elected  clerk  of  the  district  court  and  administrator  of  the 
estate  of  Judge  Burbridge.  In  1853  the  Sherman  Block  at  the  northeast  corner 
of  Third  street  and  Court  avenue  was  built  and  for  several  years  was  occupied 
by  the  county  and  city  offices.  In  1854  the  bank  of  Hoyt  Sherman  and  Company 
was  organized  to  do  a  legitimate  and  exchange  business.  The  known  integrity 
and  character  of  the  company  at  once  brought  success,  and  it  was  largely  in¬ 
strumental  in  driving  out  the  worthless  notes  of  the  Agricultural  Bank  of  Ten¬ 
nessee.  In  1856,  during  the  state  house  scrimmage,  between  the  “East  Siders" 
and  Fort  Des  Moines,  Mr.  Sherman  took  an  active  part.  To  give  aid  and  com¬ 
fort  to  the  “West  Siders”  and  put  the  state  house  on  Grinnell's  Hill  he  subscribed 
three  thousand  dollars. 

In  1858,  when  under  the  new  constitution  authorizing  banks  of  issue,  the 
State  Bank  of  Iowa  was  organized,  Mr.  Sherman  was  elected  cashier  of  the  Des 
Moines  branch  and  one  of  the  directors  of  the  state  organization,  elected  to 
supervise  the  system  and  guard  the  public  interests,  and  the  bank  of  Hoyt  Sher¬ 
man  merged  into  it.  It  had  ample  capital,  its  notes  were  kept  at  par  and  re¬ 
deemed  upon  presentation.  It  continued  to  do  business  until  the  present  na¬ 
tional  banking  system  went  into  operation. 

In  1861  he  was  appointed  by  President  Lincoln,  paymaster  in  the  Union 
Army  with  the  rank  of  major.  He  held  that  highly  responsible  position  for 
more  than  three  years,  disbursing  millions  of  dollars  without  the  discrepancy  of  a 
penny  much  to  his  credit  and  to  the  high  satisfaction  of  the  government,  In 
1866  Major  Sherman  was  a  member  of  the  house  of  the  eleventh  general  as¬ 
sembly,  where  he  was  a  chairman  of  the  committee  on  ways  and  means.  In 
January,  1867,  the  Equitable  Life  Insurance  Company  of  Iowa,  now  one  of  the 
strongest  companies  in  the  middle  west,  was  organized  and  he  was  elected 
actuary;  in  February  following,  secretary;  and  in  January,  1874.  president,  hold¬ 
ing  that  office  fourteen  years. 

In  1868  he  was  elected  corresponding  secretary  of  the  Old  Settlers  Associa¬ 
tion  and  held  that  place  'several  years.  In  1871  he  became  one  of  those  who 
founded  the  Des  Moines  Water  Company,  and  laid  the  foundation  of  the  present 
system  of  water  supply.  Early  in  1876  the  Iowa  Industrial  Exposition  Com¬ 
pany  was  organized,  with  Mr.  Sherman  as  president,  the  object  being  to  erect 
a  building  for  the  permanent  exhibit  of  specimens  of  art  and  industries  of  the 
state.  A  fine  three-story  brick,  one  hundred  and  thirty-two  feet  square,  was 
erected,  a  large  organ  put  in  it  and  the  interior  arranged  for  exhibits.  In  Sep¬ 
tember  a  formal  opening  was  held  and  a  display  most  creditable. 
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In  1886  he  was  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Pioneer  Lawmakers  Association 
and  was  ever  one  of  its  influential  members,  serving  as  president  and  long  as  a 
member  of  the  executive  committee.  He  contributed  some  very  valuable  his¬ 
torical  articles  on  Annals  of  Iowa,  Early  Banking  in  Iowa,  and  on  t  e  » 
Bank  of  Iowa.  Many  years  he  was  the  executive  officer  ot  the  Associated 

Charities  of  Des  Moines.  .  .  ,  yr„ 

On  the  failure  of  Allen,  at  a  massmeeting  of  citizens  and  creditors,  Mi. 

Sherman  was  selected  by  a  unanimous  vote  as  assignee  to  settle  t  le  immense  } 
entangled  affairs  of  the  estate  and  make  distribution  of  the  property  a  service 
which  for  several  years  required  the  exercise  of  sterling  business  qualities,  ip  o- 
macy  and  sound  judgment.  It  was  a  constant  vigorous  contest  with  lawyers  and 
litigants  in  the  courts  which  terminated  in  a  much  more  liberal  distribution  o 
property  than  was  foreseen  by  anyone. 

On  the  25th  of  December,  1855,  Major  Sherman  was  married  to  Miss  Sara 
Moulton  of  Ohio,  a  highly  accomplished  lady  who  as  wife,  mother  and  neighbor 
won  the  esteem  and  good  will  of  all.  She  was  called  to  her  final  iest  on  -arch 
2  1887,  leaving  a  fond  husband  and  five  children.  I  he  oldest  was  Frank  AUen> 
a  lawyer  of  Des  Moines,  who  died  March  1,  1902;  Adeline  M.  is  the  wife  o 
Frank  B.  Wiborg,  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio;  Charles  M.  is  an  attorney  residing  m 
Washington,  D.  C. ;  Arthur  FI.  is  of  Des  Moines ;  and  FFelen,  now  Mrs.  YYilliam 
O.  Griffith,  lives  in  Washington,  D.  C.  Major  General  Sherman  died  I  anuai  \ 

25,  1904. 


WILLIAM  E.  HYLAND. 

William  E.  Hyland,  conducting  a  general  store  at  Campbell  in  partneidiip 
with  his  brother  Lewis,  is  a  worthy  and  successful  representative  of  mercantile 
interests  in  Polk  county.  His  birth  occurred  in  Pella,  Iowa,  on  the  6th  of  Octo¬ 
ber,  1858,  his  parents  being  Lewis  and  Ann  (laylor)  Hyland,  more  extended 
mention  of  whom  is  made  on  another  page  of  this  volume.  He  was  reared  and 
educated  in  Des  Moines,  attending  the  public  schools  and  also  the  business 
college  of  that  city.  He  remained  under  the  parental  roof  until  twenty-two 
years  of  age  and  then  secured  a  position  with  Gus  Smith,  the  grocer,  in  whose 
employ  he  continued  for  twelve  years. On  the  expiration  of  that  period  he  turned 
his  attention  to  general  agricultural  pursuits,  renting  and  operating  a  farm  be¬ 
longing  to  his  father  until  1896.  In  that  year  he  purchased  a  tract  of  eighty- 
seven  acres  in  Walnut  township,  devoting  his  time  and  energies  to  its  further 
cultivation  and  improvement  for  four  or  five  years.  In  1898  he  bought  a  half 
interest  in  a  general  store  at  Campbell,  Iowa,  and  four  years  latei  his  brothei 
Lewis  purchased  the  remaining  half.  The  two  brothers  have  since  successfully 
conducted  the  establishment,  having  built  up  an  extensive  patronage  because 
of  their  large  and  well  selected  stock  of  goods,  their  reasonable  prices  and  eai- 
nest  desire  to  please  their  customers. 

On  the  10th  of  April,  1889,  Mr.  Hyland  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Flattie  E.  Youngerman,  a  daughter  of  John  and  Mary  Youngerman,  both  of 
whom  were  natives  of  Germany.  I  hey  crossed  the  Atlantic  to  the  United  States 
in  1845,  locating  in  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  where  Mr.  Youngerman  worked  at  the 
blacksmith’s  trade  for  some  time.  Subsequently  he  made  his  way  to  California, 
being  there  engaged  in  gold  mining  until  his  return  to  Polk  county.  Here  he 
purchased  a  tract  of  eighty  acres  and  set  himself  resolutely  to  the  task  of 
clearing  and  improving  the  property.  As  his  financial  resources  increased  lie 
added  to  his  holdings  from  time  to  time  until  he  had  accumulated  two  hundred 
and  eighty  acres  of  valuable  land.  His  demise  occurred  in  1903,  while  his  wife 
was  called  to  her  final  rest  in  1907.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hyland  are  the  parents  of 
three  children,  namely:  Grace  V.,  who  is  married  and  resides  at  Y  alley  June- 
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tion,  Iowa;  Russell,  a  youth  of  eighteen,  who  is  at  home;  and  Hazel,  a  maiden 
of  thirteen,  who  is  also  under  the  parental  roof. 

Mr.  Hyland  is  a  democrat  in  politics  and  has  served  as  school  director  of 
Walnut  township  for  several  years.  Fraternally  he  is  identified  with  the  Mod¬ 
ern  Brotherhood  of  America,  while  his  religious  faith  is  indicated  by  his  mem¬ 
bership  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  to  which  his  wife  and  children  also 
belong.  He  has  spent  his  entire  life  in  this  part  of  the  state  and  has  long 
enjoyed  an  enviable  reputation  as  a  representative  business  man  and  respected 
citizen. 


A.  O.  HAUGE. 

A.  O.  Hauge,  who  in  1906  was  appointed  to  the  position  of  cashier  of  the 
Iowa  Trust  &  Savings  Bank,  in  which  capacity  he  has  served  continuously  since, 
his  business  ability  and  fidelity  contributing  in  no  small  measure  to  the  sub¬ 
stantial  success  of  the  institution,  was  born  in  Lincoln  township,  Polk  county, 
Iowa,  February  13,  1879.  His  father,  Halvar  Hauge,  was  a  native  of  Norway, 
born  in  1832,  and  while  residing  in  his  native  country  worked  at  the  painter’s 
trade  and  was  also  a  sailor.  Favorable  reports  which  reached  him  concerning 
America  and  her  opportunities  led  him  to  try  his  fortune  in  the  new  world,  and 
in  i860  he  arrived  in  Lincoln  township,  Polk  county,  where  he  turned  his  at¬ 
tention  to  farming,  securing  a  tract  of  land  which  he  brought  under  a  high 
state  of  cultivation.  In  1892  he  removed  to  Emmet  county,  where  he  resided 
until  1895,  and  then  took  up  his  abode  in  Wright  county,  Iowa,  where  his  re¬ 
maining  days  were  passed,  his  death  occurring  January  11,  1906.  He  was  a 
citizen  of  genuine  worth  and  of  high  Christian  principles.  He  held  member¬ 
ship  in  the  Lutheran  church  and  took  a  prominent  and  active  part  in  its  work. 
His  wife,  who  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Kari  Handeland  and  is  a  native  of  Nor¬ 
way,  is  still  living.  They  were  married  in  the  land  of  the  midnight  sun  and 
they  became  the  parents  of  eleven  children,  all  born  in  Polk  county  with  the  ex¬ 
ception  of  the  eldest.  A  daughter,  Mrs.  Andrew  Martinsen,  is  a  missionary  of 
the  Norwegian  Lutheran  church  in  Cho  Shan,  China. 

A.  O.  Hauge  pursued  his  education  in  the  public  schools  of  Iowa,'  while 
spending  his  youthful  days  under  the  parental  roof,  and  in  Humboldt  College, 
which  he  entered  in  1895,  being  graduated  therefrom  with  -the  class  of  1897. 
He  afterward  became  a  member  of  the  faculty  taking  charge  of  the  commer¬ 
cial  work,  and  at  the  same  time  he  took  up  the  study  of  law  and  also  pursued 
other  courses  in  the  college.  Removing  to  Des  Moines  in  1902,  he  took  charge 
of  the  commercial  department  in  the  East  Des  Moines  high  school  for  a  year, 
at  the  end  of  which  time  he  resigned  to  become  cashier  in  the  office  of  the  state 
treasurer  under  Gilbert  Gilbertson.  He  filled  that  position  until  1906,  when  he 
resigned  to  become  cashier  of  the  Iowa  Trust  &  Savings  Bank  and  is  thus  closely 
associated  with  the  banking  interests  of  the  capital  city.  His  previous  experi¬ 
ence  well  qualified  him  for  the  onerous  duties  of  a  responsible  position  and  he 
is  thoroughly  competent  to  discharge  the  tasks  entrusted  to  him,  his  course  win¬ 
ning  him  the  high  commendation  and  approval  of  those  whom  he  serves.  He 
is  also  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  Union  Realty  Company,  which  has  platted 
and  sold  the  highest  class  realty  in  East  Des  Moines. 

On  the  31st  of  December,  1904,  Mr.  Hauge  was  married  to  Miss  Elizabeth 
Heggen,  a  native  of  Lincoln  township,  Polk  county,  and  a  daughter  of  Hans 
Heggen,  a  native  of  Norway.  The  two  children  born  of  this  marriage  are:  Her¬ 
bert  Henry,  whose  birth  occurred  March  25,  1906;  and  Gerhard  Stanford,  born 
April  6,  1908. 

Mr.  Hauge  is  a  very  active  republican,  untiring  in  his  efforts  to  support  the 
party  and  insure  its  success  but  never  seeks  office  on  his  own  account.  He  be- 
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longs  to  the  Home  Lodge  of  Masons  at  Des  Moines  and  other  fraternal  organi¬ 
zations,  and  his  religious  faith  is  indicated  in  his  membership  in  the  Norwegian 
Lutheran  church.  He  is  interested  in  every  movement  and  measure  that  tends 
to  upbuild  and  benefit  the  city  and  is  now  a  director  of  the  East  Des  Moines 
Commercial  League,  a  director  of  the  City  Club,  and  secretary  and  treas¬ 
urer  of  the  Des  Moines  Bankers  Club.  He  finds  time  for  the  recreation  which 
should  form  a  part  of  every  well  appointed  life  and  holds  membership  in  the 
Grand  View  Golf  Club.  Lie  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  rising  young  men  of  the 
capital  city,  interested  and  active  in  its  welfare  and  at  the  same  time  proving 
his  worth  in  the  business  world  by  his  ready  adaptability,  energy  and  determined 
purpose — qualities  that  have  won  him  substantial  advancement  and  promise  for 
the  future. 


HARRY  F.  GROSS. 

While  Harry  F.  Gross  is  now  occupying  a  responsible  position  in  business 
circles  as  assistant  secretary  of  the  Iowa  Mutual  Tornado  Insurance  Association 
of  Des  Moines,  he  also  bears  a  wide  and  enviable  reputation  because  of  his 
activity  and  his  fidelity  in  public  office.  For  a  number  of  years  he  was  an  in¬ 
cumbent  in  official  positions  and  over  the  record  of  his  official  career  there 
falls  no  shadow  of  wrong  or  suspicion  of  evil.  He  was  born  in  Joliet,  Illinois, 
October  19,  1873,  a  son  °f  Frederick  and  Elizabeth  (Sauck)  Gross.  The  father 
a  farmer  by  occupation,  removed  from  Illinois  to  Webster  county,  Iowa,  in 
1879,  an<^  there  turned  his  attention  to  general  agricultural  pursuits.  The 
youthful  days  of  his  son  Harry  were  spent  upon  the  home  farm,  during  which 
period  he  early  became  familiar  with  all  of  the  duties  and  labors  connected  with 
the  cultivation  and  development  of  the  fields.  He  supplemented  his  early  edu¬ 
cation  acquired  in  the  district  schools,  by  study  in  the  Fort  Dodge  Collegiate 
Institute,  now  the  Buenavista  (Iowa)  College.  In  1891  he  came  to  Des  Moines 
and  here  attended  a  business  college,  thus  becoming  still  better  equipped 
for  life’s  practical  and  responsible  duties.  In  1896  he  was  appointed  license 
collector  for  the  city  and  after  filling  that  position  in  a  capable  manner  for  threv. 
years  he  was  elected  city  treasurer  in  1900  and  served  six  years,  on  the  expira¬ 
tion  of  which  period,  in  1906,  he  entered  the  employ  of  the  Iowa  Mutual  Tor¬ 
nado  Insurance  Association  as  assistant  secretary  and  is  now  associated  with 
that  corporation  in  the  same  capacity. 

Mr.  Gross  has  been  an  active  and  efficient  public  servant.  He  has  been 
no  truckler  for  public  favor,  ever  taking  a  firm  stand  in  behalf  of  the  right  and 
of  the  best  interests  of  the  city.  In  1906  he  was  appointed  a  member  of  the 
the  commission  that  was  created  by  acts  of  the  thirty-first  general  assembly  to 
secure  uniform  municipal  accounting  and  was  elected  chairman  of  this  com¬ 
mission.  Out  of  the  recommendations  of  this  commission  came  the  state  super¬ 
vision  of  municipal  accounting. 

During  his  term  as  city  treasurer  he  refused  to  acquiesce  in  the  order  of  the 
city  council  to  make  a  fifty-thousand-dollar  loan  for  the  water-works,  believing 
such  a  course  to  be  illegal.  In  this  he  was  sustained  and  supported  by  John  B. 
Lucas  and  they  were  the  only  two  officials  to  oppose  the  loan.  The  matter  was 
under  public  discussion  for  some  time  and  much  was  said  pro  and  con.  The 
water  company  sued  Mr.  Gross  and  Mr.  Lucas  for  fifty  thousand  dollars  dam¬ 
ages  and  the  two  city  officials  successfully  fought  the  matter  at  their  own  ex¬ 
pense,  their  course  being  completely  vindicated  and  the  city  thereby  saved  a 
useless  and  heavy  expenditure.  The  public  saw  the  true  position  of  Mr.  Gross 
and  his  course  was  indorsed  in  a  third  election  without  opposition  from  any 
source.  He  is  now  giving  his  attention  to  business  affairs  as  assistant  secretary 
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of  the  Iowa  Mutual  Tornado  Insurance  Association  and  also  as  vice  president 
of  the  Mechanics  Savings  Bank. 

In  1895  Mr.  Gross  was  married  to  Miss  Jennie  K.  Layman,  a  daughter  of 
Captain  Estes  H.  and  Margaret  Elizabeth  (Cornelius)  Layman  and  a  repre¬ 
sentative  of  an  old  pioneer  family,  Albert  G.  Layman  having  come  to  the 
county  in  1851.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gross  have  one  son,  Harry  L.,  born  in  1896. 
Mr.  Gross  belongs  to  the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks,  the  Knights 
of  Pythias  and  other  fraternal  organizations  and  also  to  the  Hyperion  Club. 
He  is  a  man  of  enterprising  spirit  and  of  firm  purpose  who  cannot  be  swerved 
from  a  course  that  he  believes  to  be  right.  His  loyalty  in  citizenship  is  above 
question  and  it  is  well  known  that  he  would  sacrifice  individual  interests  at 
any  time  for  the  public  good. 


JOHN  J*  MANBECIC. 

John  J.  Manbeck,  one  of  the  enterprising  and  successful  business  men  of 
Des  Moines,  enjoys  an  extensive  patronage  as  the  proprietor  of  a  livery,  feed 
and  sales  stable  at  Nos.  413  and  415  Fourth  street.  His  birth  occurred  in  Indi¬ 
ana  on  the  24th  of  January,  1855,  his  parents  being  David  and  Sophia  (Winters) 
Manbeck,  both  of  whom  were  born  in  Ohio.  The  father  followed  general  agri¬ 
cultural  pursuits  in  Ohio  for  several  years  and  then  removed  to  Indiana,  where 
he  purchased  a  tract  of  eighty  acres  and  began  clearing  and  improving  the 
property,  operating  it  for  several  years.  Subsequently  he  traded  the  farm  for 
two  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land  (sight  unseen)  in  Allen  township,  Polk 
county,  Iowa,  and  also  entered  four  hundred  acres  on  the  present  site  of  the 
army  post,  paying  a  dollar  and  a  quarter  an  acre  for  the  property.  To  the 
operation  of  both  of  these  places  he  devoted  his  attention  until  1882,  erecting 
a  house  worth  ten  thousand  dollars  on  his  farm  of  two  hundred  and  twenty 
acres.  In  1882  he  sold  he  property  at  fifty  dollars  an  acre  and  took  up  his 
abode  near  Oak  Hollow,  South  Dakota,  where  he  purchased  two  thousand  acres 
and  began  the  work  of  improvement,  buying  two  steam  plows  at  eighteen  hun¬ 
dred  dollars  each  to  break  up  the  land.  He  erected  a  house,  barns  and  other 
outbuildings  and  also  fenced  the  fields,  but  at  the  end  of  five  years  was  con¬ 
vinced  that  he  could  not  make  a  success  of  farming  in  South  Dakota  and  re¬ 
turned  to  Polk  county.  Here  he  re-purchased  part  of  his  old  home  place  and 
thereon  discovered  a  vein  of  coal,  which  he  disposed  of  for  eight  thousand 
dollars.  Subsequently  he  sold  all  his  land  except  forty  acres  and  removed  to 
Carlisle,  Iowa,  where  he  resided  for  six  years  on  a  six-acre  tract,  when  he 
disposed  of  the  place  and  went  to  Roseburg,  Oregon.  In  that  state  he  took  up 
a  timber  claim  and  also  bought  twenty  acres  of  land  for  one  thousand  dollars. 
Eventually,  however,  he  disposed  of  the  property  and  took  up  his  abode  in 
Roseburg,  where  he  lived  in  honorable  retirement  until  called  to  his  final  rest 
on  the  10th  of  February,  1911.  Both  he  and  his  wife  were  buried  in  the 
cemetery  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  at  Roseburg,  Oregon,  Mrs. 
Manbeck  passing  away  in  March,  1909. 

John  J.  Manbeck  was  reared  in  Polk  county  and  obtained  his  early  education 
in  the  district  schools,  while  later  he  attended  Simpson  College  at  Indianola, 
Iowa,  and  after  leaving  that  institution  pursued  a  course  of  study  in  Ames 
Agricultural  College,  at  Ames,  Iowa.  After  putting  aside  his  text-books  he  went 
to  Pueblo,  Colorado,  where  for  a  short  time  he  was  employed  in  the  drug  store 
of  Dr.  Snyder.  On  returning  to  Polk  county  he  purchased  eighty  acres  of  land 
from  his  father  in  Bloomfield  township  and  began  improving  the  property, 
operating  the  same  for  two  years.  At  the  end  of  that  time  he  sold  the  farm 
for  thirty-two  hundred  dollars  and  bought  another  tract  of  eighty  acres,  culti- 
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vating  the  same  for  five  years.  On  the  expiration  of  that  period  he  removed 
to  Dallas  Center,  Iowa,  where  for  one  season  he  was  engaged  in  the  elevator 
business  in  association  with  his  brother-in-law.  He  next  came  to  Des  Moines 
and  secured  a  position  with  the  McCormick  Machine  Company,  settling  up 
their  outside  business.  The  following  spring  he  took  up  his  abode  on  his 
father’s  farm,  cleared  the  timber  from  sixty  acres  and  operated  the  same  for 
five  years,  paying  an  annual  rent  of  five  hundred  and  forty  dollars.  On  leav¬ 
ing  the  farm  he  came  to  Des  Moines  in  order  that  his  children  might  benefit 
by  the  educational  privileges  to  be  enjoyed  here.  In  this  city  he  opened  a 
livery,  feed  and  sales  stable  at  Nos.  212,  214  and  216  Grand  avenue,  remaining 
at  that  location  for  twenty-two  years  and  paying  seventeen  thousand  dollars 
rent  to  the  Polk  and  Hubbell  estate.  In  October,  1908,  he  removed  to  his  present 
location  on  Fourth  street,  where  he  has  since  conducted  a  splendidly  equipped 
livery  stable  and  enjoys  a  large  patronage.  He  keeps  only  first  class,  vehicles 
and  also  handles  fast  horses,  owning  four  which  he  intends  to  enter  for  the 
races  in  the  present  year.  He  owns  a  fine  home  at  No.  1707  West  Eighth  street, 
where  he  has  resided  for  the  past  twenty-four  years,  having  also  owned  several 
other  pieces  of  property  in  the  city. 

On  the  26th  of  September,  1876,  Mr.  Manbeck  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Miss  Barbara  S.  Geil,  a  daughter  of  Noah  M.  and  Sophia  (Beery)  Geil,  both 
of  whom  were  natives  of  Pennsylvania.  They  came  to  Iowa  at  an  early  day  and 
began  farming  in  Norwalk.  Subsequently  Mr.  Geil  took  up  his  abode  in  Bloom¬ 
field  township  and  purchased  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land  near  where 
the  army  post  now  stands,  cultivating  the  same  until  he  had  attained  the  age 
of  sixty  years.  He  then  leased  the  property  to  his  sons  and  spent  the  remainder 
of  his  life  in  honorable  retirement  at  Norwalk,  passing  away  in  March,  1907. 
He  lost  his  first  wife  in  1894  and  was  married  a  second  time.  Unto  our  subject 
and  his  wife  were  born  six  children,  namely:  Rosie,  who  died  in  1881,  when 
four  years  of  age;  Ora  M.,  thirty-two  years  of  age,  who  is  with  the  Iowa  Bridge 
Company :  Rolland,  a  young  man  of  thirty,  proprietor  of  the  Ideal  Dress  Club 
at  the  university;  Dorothy,  who  is  the  wife  of  Ralph  McCaughan  and  resides 
on  a  farm  seven  miles  south  of  Des  Moines;  Earl,  a  young  married  man  of 
twenty-four  years,  who  is  manager  of  the  National  Biscuit  Company  at  Sioux 
City,  Iowa;  and  John  G.,  eighteen  years  old,  who  is  at  home.  The  wife  and 
mother  was  called  to  her  final  rest  on  the  22d  of  February,  1896,  passing 
away  after  an  illness  of  three  years. 

Mr.  Manbeck  gives  his  political  allegiance  to  the  republican  party  and  has 
served  as  school  director  and  road  supervisor  of  Bloomfield  township.  His 
religious  faith  is  indicated  by  his  membership  in,  the  United  Brethren  church, 
while  fraternally  he  is  identified  with  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows, 
the  Loyal  Americans  and  the  Knights  and  Ladies  of  Security.  He  likewise  be¬ 
longs  to  the  Woodmen  of  the  World  and  has  served  as  treasurer  of  the  organ¬ 
ization  for  ten  years.  The  circle  of  his  friends  is  almost  coextensive  with  the 
circle  of  his  acquaintances  and  all  who  know  him  entertain  for  him  the  warmest 
esteem  and  regard. 


WILLIAM  S.  SIMPSON. 

William  S.  Simpson,  a  well  known  and  enterprising  farmer  and  stockman 
of  Elkhart  township,  buys  and  sells  cattle  and  hogs  on  an  extensive  scale.  His 
birth  occurred  in  Marion  county,  Iowa,  on  the  4th  of  January,  1869,  his  parents 
being  John  and  Mary  (Payton)  Simpson,  both  natives  of  Indiana.  The  father, 
an  agriculturist  by  occupation,  operated  a  farm  in  the  Hoosier  state  for  some 
time.  He  came  to  Iowa  about  1862  and  purchased  a  farm  in  Marion  county, 
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clearing  and  improving  the  place  and  operating  it  for  about  fifteen  years.  On 
the  expiration  of  that  period  he  disposed  of  the  property  and  came  to  Polk 
county,  purchasing  and  improving  a  tract  of  eighty  acres  in  Elkhart  township, 
which  he  cultivated  for  twelve  years.  At  the  end  of  that  time  he  put  aside 
the  active  work  of  the  fields  and  took  up  his  abode  in  Cambridge,  IowTa,  where 
he  has  since  enjoyed  the  fruits  of  his  former  toil  in  well  earned  ease.  He  has 
attained  the  age  of  sixty-nine,  while  his  wife  is  sixty-four  years  old. 

William  S.  Simpson  was  reared  in  Marion  and  Polk  counties  and  attended 
the  district  schools  in  pursuit  of  an  education.  He  remained  under  the  parental 
roof  until  nineteen  years  of  age,  when  he  was  married  and  started  out  as  an 
agriculturist  on  his  own  account,  beginning  the  operation  of  a  rented  farm.  He 
has  cultivated  rented  land  to  the  present  time  and  now  operates  a  farm  of  six 
hundred  and  twenty  acres.  In  the  conduct  of  his  agricultural  interests  he 
follows  practical  and  progressive  methods  and  the  well  tilled  fields  annually 
yield  golden  harvests.  In  1910  he  purchased  a  well  improved  farm  of  one  hun¬ 
dred  and  thirty  acres  in  Elkhart  township,  which  he  leases.  In  connection  with 
the  tilling  of  the  soil  he  devotes  considerable  attention  to  stock,  now  feeding 
two  hundred  and  fifty  head  of  cattle.  He  buys  and  sells  cattle  and  hogs  and 
keeps  from  two  to  six  hundred  head  of  hogs  and  nineteen  head  of  horses. 
Pie  is  a  stockholder  in  the  Citizens  State  Bank  of  Cambridge,  Iowa. 

On  the  16th  of  August,  1888,  Mr.  Simpson  was  joined  in  wedlock  to  Miss 
Mary  Bundy,  a  daughter  of  Chris  and  Maggie  (Clark)  Bundy,  both  of  whom 
were  natives  of  Indiana.  The  father,  who  followed  farming  in  that  state,  came 
to  Iowa  in  1874,  locating  in  Elkhart  township,  Polk  county,  where  he  purchased 
and  improved  a  farm  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres,  operating  the  place  for 
twenty-nine  years.  In  1903  he  disposed  of  the  property  and  took  up  his  abode 
in  Cambridge,  Iowa,  where  he  is  now  living  retired  at  the  age  of  seventy-three 
years.  His  wife  was  called  to  her  final  rest  in  June,  1908,  when  sixty-nine 
years  old.  Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Simpson  were  born  ten  children,  as  follows : 
Clarence  A.;  Arthur  A.;  Gertie,  who  passed  away  on  the  17th  of  July,  1892, 
and  Guy,  twin  of  Gertie,  who  died  on  the  10th  of  September,  1892;  Lola  N. ; 
Cecil  K. ;  Maggie  K. ;  Marie  E. ;  Florence  M. ;  and  Annie  M. 

Mr.  Simpson  is  a  republican  in  politics  and  has  served  as  school  director  of 
Elkhart  township.  His  religious  faith  is  indicated  by  his  membership  in  the 
Lffiited  Brethren  church.  In  all  of  his  business  dealings  he  has  been  thoroughly 
reliable  and  straightforward  and  his  influence  is  at  all  times  in  favor  of  those 
movements,  measures  and  beliefs  which  uplift  and  benefit  humanity. 


BENJAMIN  F.  PRUNTY. 

Among  the  successful  men  of  Des  Moines  is  numbered  Benjamin  F.  Prunty, 
whose  ability  has  carried  him  into  important  relations.  He  was  connected  with 
Illinois  and  Iowa  during  the  pioneer  epochs  in  their  history,  and,  taking  advan¬ 
tage  of  the  natural  resources  here  offered,  he  has  worked  his  way  upward,  prov¬ 
ing  his  worth  in  various  connections.  He  is  still  one  of  the  extensive  landown¬ 
ers  of  Polk  county  and  for  many  years  ranked  with  its  leading  agriculturists, 
while  at  the  present  time  he  occupies  a  prominent  position  in  financial  circles 
as  president  of  the  University  State  Bank. 

Mr.  Prunty  was  born  in  Morgan  county,  Illinois,  April  15,  1841.  His  father, 
Elias  Prunty,  was  a  native  of  Scott  county,  Kentucky,  born  on  the  9th  of  May, 
1809.  He  became  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Illinois,  taking  up  his  abode  in 
Morgan  county,  Illinois,  in  1832.  He  married  Harriet  Cassel,  who  was  born 
in  Lexington,  Kentucky,  and  whose  parents  also  removed  to  Morgan  county, 
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Illinois,  in  1832.  It  was  a  frontier  district  in  which  many  of  the  hardships  and 
experiences  of  pioneer  life  were  to  be  met,  but  these  proved  no  obstacles  to  the 
course  of  true  love  and  in  1835  Elias  Prunty  and  Harriet  Cassel  A\ere  married. 
The  former  was  of  Irish  lineage  and  the  latter  of  German  descent.  Early  rep¬ 
resentatives  of  both  families  in  this  country  were  soldiers  of  the  Revolutionary 
war.  The  Pruntys  lived  in  Virginia,  and  Pruntytown,  of  that  state,  was  named 
in  their  honor.  The  Cassel  family,  however,  was  established  at  Lexington,  Ken¬ 
tucky,  but  lived  for  some  time  in  Morgan  county,  Illinois.  Elias  Prunty,  remov¬ 
ing  with  his  family  to  Marion  county,  Iowa,  settled  near  Red  Rock  in  1843. 
In  1845  he  took  up  his  abode  in  Jasper  county  upon  the  Polk  county  line  and 
was  one  of  the  pioneer  settlers  of  that  region.  His  remaining  days  were  there 
passed,  his  time  and  energies  being  devoted  to  farming,  which  was  his  life  work. 
He  passed  away  in  the  fall  of  1895*  while  his  wife  died  in  1876.  At  the  time 
of  his  death  forty-seven  of  his  fifty-two  grandchildren  were  living  and  attended 


his  funeral. 

He  was  the  father  of  thirteen  children,  nine  of  whom  reached  adult  age  and 
1  eared  families.  David  M.,  George  and  Robert  Prunty  were  three  of  the  sons. 
Elizabeth  is  now  the  widow  of  Dr.  Robert  Putman  and  a  resident  of  Spokane, 
Washington.  She  had  nine  children,  eight  of  whom  are  still  living  in  or  near 
there.  One  daughter,  Josie  Putnam,  was  killed  by  an  outlaw  near  Spokane, 
where  she  had  been  teaching  school.  Mary  B.  became  the  wife  of  J.  E.  Mc- 
Millen,  who  was  a  soldier  of  Company  E.  Fourteenth  Iowa  Infantry.  Both  are 
now  deceased  and  were  laid  to  rest  in  a  Des  Moines  cemetery.  They  had  eight 
children,  seven  of  whom  survive.  Sally,  the  next  member  of  the  family,  was 
the  wife  of  Charles  Norris  and  died,  being  interred  at  Prairie  City,  Iowa.  They 
had  two  children.  Jane  Prunty  is  the  deceased  wife  of  Abija  McKinney,  of 
Cherokee  county,  and  they  had  four  children  who  are  now  living  at  Cleghorn, 
Cherokee  county,  Iowa.  Emma  is  the  wife  of  David  Adkins,  formerly  of  Prairie 
City,  Iowa,  but  now  of  Corning,  California.  They  have  three  daughters. 

Benjamin  F.  Prunty  was  reared  amid  pioneer  conditions  and  environment. 
His  education  was  acquired  in  a  log  schoolhouse  of  Jasper  county,  the  building 
having  been  erected  from  logs  secured  in  Polk  county.  He  had  to  walk  two 
miles  to  school  and  had  the  privilege  of  attending  for  only  about  six  months  in 
a  year.  He  went  to  school  until  about  eighteen  years  of  age  and  then  concen¬ 
trated  his  energies  upon  the  work  of  the  farm,  to  which  he  had  given  his  atten¬ 
tion  from  early  youth.  In  September,  1861,  however,  he  put  aside  the  work  of 
the  fields  and  joined  Company  E  of  the  Fourteenth  Iowa  Infantry,  with  which 
he  served  for  three  years  and  two  months,  participating  in  the  battles  of  Fort 
Donelson,  Corinth  and  Jackson.  At  Shiloh  the  regiment  was  captured  but  Mr. 
Prunty  was  at  that  time  in  the  hospital  and  therefore  escaped  being  made  a 
prisoner.  Neither  was  he  ever  wounded  and  with  a  creditable  military  record 
he  was  mustered  out  after  three  years  of  faithful  service,  in  November,  1864. 

Following  his  return  to  the  north  Mr.  Prunty  devoted  his  attention  to  farm¬ 
ing,  stock  raising  and  feeding  in  Polk  county  and  was  thus  closely  associated 
with  agricultural  life  until  1895,  when  he  removed  to  Des  Moines..  He  was  one 
cf  the  most  prominent,  influential  and  successful  farmers  of  this  part  of  the 
state,  owning  and  cultivating  twelve  hundred  acres  of  land  in  Franklin  and  Doug¬ 
las  townships,  which  he  and  his  family  still  own  and  which  returns  them  a  very 
gratifying  financial  income.  In  all  of  his  farm  work  his  methods  were  practical 
as  well  as  progressive,  and  he  set  the  standard  for  much  that  has  been  accom¬ 
plished  in  the  district  in  which  he  lived.  Following  his  removal  to.  the  city  he 
became  identified  with  the  University  Bank  and  was  chosen  its.  president,  filling 
the  position  continuously  since.  In  March,  IQ05,  this  institution,  which  was  a 
private  bank,  was  merged  into  the  University  State  Bank  and  incorporated,  Mr. 
Prunty  retaining  the  presidency.  He  has  made  it  a  strong  financial  institution 
and  is  very  capable  in  its  management. 
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In  politics  he  is  a  republican,  interested  in  the  success  of  the  party,  but  has 
never  been  ambitious  for  office.  However,  he  served  as  city  councilman,  hav¬ 
ing  been  elected  to  fill  out  an  unexpired  term  and  reelected  for  one  term  so  that 
he  remained  in  the  position  from  1892  until  1895  inclusive.  The  cause  of  educa¬ 
tion,  however,  finds  in  him  a  warm  friend  and  he  is  now  vice  chairman  of  the 
board  of  directors  of  Drake  University.  He  maintains  pleasant  relations  with 
his  old  army  comrades  through  his  membership  in  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Re¬ 
public  and  expresses  his  religious  faith  through  his  membership  with  the  Dis¬ 
ciples  of  Christ,  serving  as  elder  in  the  University  Christian  church  since  1900. 

Mr.  Prunty  has  been  twice  married.  On  the  nth  of  October,  1868,  he  wed¬ 
ded  Miss  Susan  Ingle,  who  was  born  on  the  14th  of  June,  1843.  the  fall  of 
1861  Mrs.  Prunty  came  to  Polk  county  from  Kansas  with  her  parents,  Mr.  and 
Airs.  Neal\  Ingle,  the  former  a  native  of  Logan  county,  Illinois.  By  her  mar¬ 
riage  to  Air.  Prunty  she  became  the  mother  of  seven  children.  The  eldest, 
Charles  O.,  was  born  in  Polk  county  on  the  28th  of  July,  1869,  and  is  now  liv¬ 
ing  on  the  old  homestead,  engaged  in  farming.  He  married  Aliss  Addie  Web¬ 
ster,  who  is  now  deceased,  by  whom  he  had  three  children.  In  Januarv,  1911, 
he  married  Aliss  Evalyne  Smith,  of  St.  Louis,  Afissouri.  Abby  A.,  born'in  Polk 
county,  October  17,  1870,  married  Stadley  W.  Hartsook,  of  this  county,  and 
they  ha^  e  four  children.  Sadie  E.,  also  a  native  of  Polk  county,  her  birth  oc- 
euri ing  on  the  /th  of  August,  1872,  wedded  Charles  Johnson,  a  farmer  of  this 
county,,  and  they  have  one  child.  Bertie  S.,  born  in  Polk  county  on  the  25th 
of  April,  18/5,  married  Aliss  Lilly  Druery,  by  whom  he  has  five  children.  He 
was  formerly  a  hardwrare  and  lumber  merchant  but  is  now  filling  the  position 
of  manager  of  the  Crovm  Optical  Company,  of  Des  Aloines.  Harriet  S.  Pruntv, 
who  was  born  in  this  county,  April  5,  1878,  is  the  wife  of  Charles  Alunsell/a 
resident  of  Plain  \riew,  Texas,  and  their  family  consists  of  two  children.  Ben¬ 
jamin  Franklin  Prunty  w^as  born  in  Polk  county  on  the  20th  of  Alay,  1883,  and 
has  been  cashier  of  the  University  State  Bank  since  its  organization.’  He  mar¬ 
ried  Aliss  Bessie  Snyder,  of  this  county,  and  they  have  one  child.  The  youngest 
member  of  the  Prunty  family  passed  aw^ay  in  infancy.  For  his  second  wife  Air. 
Prunty  chose  Airs.  Maude  fAIiller)  Corbin,  the  wredding  ceremony  occurring 
on  the  2 1st  of  September,  1904.  A  native  of  Ohio,  she  w'as  a  daughter  of  Er¬ 
vin  and  Angeline  Aliller,  of  that  state.  Air.  Prunty  has  sixteen  living-  grand¬ 
children.  '  s  & 

The  life  record  of  Air..  Prunty  is  evidence  of  what  may  be  accomplished 
through  eneigy  and  determination,  intelligently  directed.  He  has  never  sought 
success  at  the  sacrifice  of  other  men's  interests  but  v~on  his  prosperity  through 
close  application  and  honorable  dealing.  He  seems  to  have  no  difficulty  in  read- 
ii\  solving  intricate  business  problems  and  by  the  faithful  performance  of  each 
day  s  duties  has  found  strength  and  inspiration  for  the  labors  of  the  succeed- 
ing  day.  Hi>  example  may  well  serve  to  encourage  others,  for  it  proves  that 
success  may  be  attained  through  individual  effort  and  that  prosperity  and  an 
honored  name  may  be  won  simultaneously. 


FRANK  L.  WILSON. 

Ever  since  his  boyhood  Frank  L.  \\  ilson,  of  Camp  township,  has  been  con¬ 
nected  with  agricultural  and  stock-raising  interests  and  he  thus  early  gained 
practical  experience,  which  is  even  more  valuable  than  lessons  learned  from 
books.  He  now  enjoys  a  handsome  annual  income  as  the  result  of  his  industry 
and  good  judgment. 

He  was  born  in  Washington  county,  Iowa,  September  28,  1874,  a  son  of 
William  and  Eliza  (Farrier)  Wilson,  the  former  a  native  of  Ohio  and  the 
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latter  of  Illinois.  The  father  came  to  Iowa  when  he  was  twenty-two  years  of 
age  and  taught  school  in  Washington  township  for  several  years.  He  was 
married  in  that  county  to  Miss  Eliza  Farrier  and  purchased  a  farm  of  one  hun¬ 
dred  and  sixty  acres  which  he  partly  improved  during  a  period  of  three  )ears, 
when  he  disposed  of  it  and  bought  another  farm  of  one  hundred  and  twenty 
acres  in  the  same  county.  He  continued  upon  this  place  until  his  death,  wlnci 
occurred  in  1878.  The  mother  subsequently  sold  the  farm  and  went  to  Rooks 
county,  Kansas,  where  she  purchased  land  but  after  three  years  sold  out  and 
in  1890  came  to  Polk  county,  Iowa,  and  bought  the  farm  upon  which  she  now 

lives  • 

Frank  L.  Wilson  received  his  education  in  the  district  schools  of  Washing¬ 
ton  county,  Iowa,  and  Rooks  county,  Kansas.  He  came  with  his  mother  to 
Polk  county  and  at  the  age  of  fifteen  took  charge  of  her  farm.  Notwithstanding 
his  youth  he  succeeded  admirably  and  still  continues  to  manage  the  farm,  also 

I  owning  seventy-one  acres  adjoining  his  mother’s  place  which  he  cultivates  to 
excellent  advantage.  He  raises  about  fifty  head  of  hogs  each  year  and  keeps 

about  thirty  head  of  cattle  and  twelve  head  of  hoises. 

On  the  20th  of  October,  1897,  Mr.  Wilson  was  married  to  Miss  Lilly  Patter¬ 
son  a  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Ellen  (Gill)  Patterson,  both  of  whom  were  born 
in  England.  The  father  was  a  coal  miner  in  his  native  country  He  came  to 
America  in  1880  and  was  employed  in  the  coal  mines  of  Pennsylvania,  remov¬ 
ing  westward  to  Polk  county,  Iowa,  in  1885,  where  he  continued  as  a  miner. 
He  was  also  a  preacher  and  a  man  of  considerable  talent  as  a  public  speaker. 
He  died  in  189s  but  the  mother  is  still  living  at  the  age  of  fifty-eight  years. 
Four  children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wilson,  the  eldest  of  whom  is 
twelve  and  the  youngest  two  years  of  age.  Their  names  are  Frederick  ., 
Georgia  M.,  Leonard  J.  and  Mark  H. 

In  politics  Mr.  Wilson  adheres  to  the  democracy  and  he  is  now  serving  as 

(township  trustee,  a  position  for  which  he  is  well  qualified,  being  thorough  y 
acquainted  with  the  needs  of  the  township.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  schoo 
board.  Fraternally  he  is  connected  with  the  Yeomen  of  Runnells  and  the 
Grange,  with  whose  principles  of  fellowship  he  is  in  hearty  accord.  He  an 
his  family  affiliate  with  the  Congregational  church.  Being  wide-awake,  progres 
sive  and  efficient  in  business,  he  has  made  steady  advancement  and  is  recog¬ 
nized  as  one  of  the  substantial  citizens  of  Camp  township. 


J.  REED  HURLBUT. 

It  is  well  known  that  the  development  of  a  city  depends  not  upon  its  ma¬ 
chinery  of  government  or  even  upon  the  men  who  occupy  its  public  offices  as 
largely  as  upon  the  men  who  are  in  control  of  its  business  enteipiises.  To 
that  class  the  city  looks  when  there  is  a  public  project  under  way.  Support  for 
any  public  movement  is  gained  from  the  merchants  and  manufacturers  and 
those  who  represent  industrial  and  professional  lines.  It  is  well  known  that 
J.  Reed  Hurlbut  took  a  most  active  and  helpful  interest  in  matters  pertaining 
to  the  welfare  and  progress  of  Des  Moines,  and  that  he  ranked  for  a  number 
of  years  as  one  of  the  best  known  business  men  of  the  city,  conducting  a  drug 
store  at  the  corner  of  Fifth  and  Walnut  streets.  He  was  found  thoroughly 
reliable  and  progressive  in  business  and  his  energy  and  intuitive  spirit  enabled 
him  to  form  plans  which  he  carried  forward  to  successful  completion. 

Mr.  Hurlbut  was  born  in  Chicago  on  the  30th  of  October,  i860,  and,,  after 
completing  his  education  in  the  military  school  in  Chester,  Pennsylvania,  he 
returned  to  his  native  city  where  he  became  connected  with  the  wholesale  drug 
business  as  an  employe  of  his  father,  who  was  conducting  an  establishment  oi 
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that  character.  Later  the  father  became  interested  in  the  house  of  Mitchell  & 
Company,  wholesale  druggists  of  Des  Moines,  and  J.  Reed  Hurlbut  came  to 
this  city  to  look  after  his  father’s  interests.  It  was  not  long  afterward  that 
his  father  gave  to  him  the  majority  of  stock  and  he  became  an  owner  and  active 
participant  in  the  management  and  control  of  the  business.  He  soon  demon¬ 
strated  his  business  qualifications  in  the  capable  and  sensible  manner  in  which 
he  managed  the  business  that  now  came  under  his  active  control.  He  quickly 
recognized  the  possibilities  of  the  trade  and  later  organized  the  wholesale  drug 
firm  of  Hurlbut,  Ward  &  Company,  which  carried  on  business  for  several 
years.  The  trade  of  the  house  grew  and  the  enterprise  became  an  important 
factor  in  commercial  circles  of  the  city. 

At  length,  however,  Mr.  Hurlbut  sold  out  to  the  Des  Moines  Drug  Company 
and  established  a  retail  store  under  the  name  of  J.  R.  Hurlbut  &  Company, 
“  at  ^  corner  of  Fifth  and  Walnut  streets,  and  now  conducted  by  Mrs! 
Hur  but.  There  he  had  a  well  appointed  store,  neat  and  tastefully  arranged, 
and  he  carried  a  large  and  well  selected  line  of  everything  to  be  found  in  a  first 
cla^s  city  diug  store.  His  business  methods,  too,  commended  him  to  the  con¬ 
fidence  of  patrons  and  colleagues.  Thoroughly  reliable  at  all  times,  his  worth 
was  recognized  as  one  in  which  dependence  could  be  placed. 

On  the  14th  of  April,  1886,  Mr.  Hurlbut  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Carrie  Cole,  a  daughter  of  Judge  Chester  C.  Cole,  at  one  time  a  member  of  the 
supreme  court  and  still  an  honored  and  distinguished  citizen  of  Des  Moines, 

of  whom  mention  is  made  elsewhere  in  this  volume.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hurlbut 
have  one  son. 

The  death  of  the  husband  and  father  occurred  October  6,  1909,  and  was 
the  occasion  of  deep  and  widespread  sorrow  in  the  city,  for  he  had  endeared 
himself  to  many  friends,  not  only  by  reason  of  his  business  success,  but  also 
o\\mg  to  stiongly  marked  social  qualities.  He  ever  commanded  respect  from 
t  o-e  w  1  th  w  horn  he  came  in  contact.  He  was  a  thorough-going  business  man 
and  was  an  active  factor  in  the  promotion  of  new  enterprises.  He  belonged  to 
the  Modern  YV  oodmen  camp  and  was  an  active  and  leading  member  of  the 
local  organization  of  Elks.  He  ever  had  a  cheery  word  and  friendly  greeting 
or  those  with  whom  he  came  in  contact  and  in  his  entire  life  there  were  no 
esoteric  phases.  He  stood  before  men  for  what  he  really  wras  and  they  recog¬ 
nized  his  woith  and  gave  him  their  confidence,  regard  and  friendship. 


THOR  E.  THORSON. 

Thor  E.  Thorsoh,  a  progressive  and  prosperous  agriculturist  of  Lincoln 
township,  Polk  county,  is  one  of  that  sturdy  type  of  Europeans  who  are  doing 
so  much  toward  cultivating  the  lands  of  the  middle  and  far  west.  He  was  born 
in  Norway,  on  the  30th  of  November,  1855,  a  son  of  Erick  and  Agnes  (Larson) 
Thorson,  both  natives  of  that  country.  The  father,  wrho  wras  a  farmer  by 
occupation,  spent  his  entire  life  in  his  native  land,  wrhere  he  passed  away  in 
1862.  His  wife  survived  until  1876. 

In  his  native  land  Thor  E.  Thorson  spent  the  first  seventeen  years  of  his 
life,  and  there  acquired  his  education  in  the  common  schools,  but  recognizing 
that  there  w7ere  few  opportunities  for  a  successful  career  in  his  own  country 
he  decided  to  seek  his  fortune  in  the  new7  w7orld,  and  consequently  came  to  the 
L  nited  States  in  1873*  Making  his  way  direct  to  Illinois,  he  there  located  in 
Kendall  county,  where  he  w^as  employed  as  a  farm  hand  for  about  fifteen  years. 
At  the  expiration  of  that  period  he  w7ent  to  Seattle.  Washington,  where  he 
remained  for  twro  years,  after  wrhich  he  returned  to  Illinois  and  for  two  years 
was  engaged  as  a  packer  in  a  large  wholesale  grocery  house  of  Chicago.  He 
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next  came  to  Iowa,  and  for  six  years  rented  a  farm  in  Story  county,  after 
which  he  came  to  Polk  county,  where  he  has  continued  to  engage  in  general 
farming  to  the  present  time. 

I  He  is  progressive  in  his  business  and  pursues  modern  methods  ot  agricul- 
ture,  and  his  well  directed  efforts  and  close  application  to  his  interests  have 
resulted  in  the  acquirement  of  a  substantial  degree  of  prosperity.  He  raises 
about  sixty  head  of  hogs  annually  and  keeps  on  hand  about  twenty  head  of 
cattle  and  ten  head  of  horses.  He  also  has  outside  interests,  being  a  stock¬ 
holder  in  the  Farmers  Cooperative  Creamery  Company  of  Huxley,  Iowa,  and 
of  the  Independent  Harvester  Company  of  Plano,  Illinois. 

Mr.  Thorson  was  married,  on  the  18th  of  January,  1893,  to  Miss  Sarah 
Wagley,  a  daughter  of  John  and  Bertha  Wagley,  natives  of  Norway.  The 

I  father,  a  farmer  by  occupation,  never  left  his  native  country,  but  after  his 
death  his  wife  came  to  the  United  States,  and  passed  away  in  Minnesota  in 
1904.  Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thorson  have  been  born  six  children,  namely:  Ber¬ 
tha,  aged  sixteen  years;  John,  aged  fourteen  years ;  Erick,  aged  twelve  years; 
Thelene,  aged  ten  years;  Mabel,  aged  six  years;  and  Arthur,  aged  four  years. 

The  religious  faith  of  Mr.  Thorson  is  indicated  by  his  membership  in  the 
Lutheran  church,  while  his  political  allegiance  is  given  to  the  republican  party. 
He  has  been  a  resident  of  America  for  thirty-eight  years  and  never  feels  that 
he  has  any  reason  to  regret  his  determination  to  seek  his  foitune  on  this  side  of 
the  Atlantic,  for  he  has  found  a  good  home  here,  has  met  with  creditable  suc¬ 
cess  in  his  business  and  has  gained  many  friends  who  entertain  for  him  high 
regard  and  good  will. 


REESE  C.  DAVIS. 

While  in  the  later  years  of  his  life  Reese  C.  Davis  lived  _  retired,  until  ill 
health  forced  his  cessation  from  labor  he  was  connected  with  the  business 
interests  of  Des  Moines  as  the  head  of  the  Buckeye  Coal  Mining  Company. 
He  was  diligent  and  determined  and  whatever  success  he  achieved  could  be 
attributed  entirely  to  his  earnest  and  honorable  effort.  He  was  born  August 
11,  1841,  in  Meigs  county,  Ohio,  and  his  parents  were  pioneer  settlers  of  that 
state,  where  they  took  up  their  abode  after  coming  from  Wales  to  the  new 
world.  Reese  C.  Davis  was  reared  to  the  occupation  of  mining  and  farming, 
working  in  the  fields  through  the  summer  months,  while  the  winter  seasons 
were  devoted  to  the  acquirement  of  an  education  until  he  reached  the  age  of 
seventeen  years.  In  18^8  he  left  school,  after  which  his  entile  attention  as 
devoted  to  tilling  the  soil  for  several  years,  but  following  the  outbreak  of  the 
Civil  war  he  offered  his  services  to  the  government,  enlisting  in  the  Union  army 
in  1862.  He  was  assigned  to  duty  with  the  One  Hundred  and  Twenty-fifth 
Ohio  Volunteers  and  remained  at  the  front  for  three  years,  when  at  the  close 
of  the  war  he  was  honorably  discharged  with  the  rank  of  sergeant. 

For  several  years  after  his  military  experience  was  over  Mr.  Davis  woiked 
upon  his  father’s  farm  and  during  that  period  was  married,  in  1868,  to  Miss 

(Margaret  A.  Reese,  a  native  of  Ohio.  They  continued  residents  of  the  Buckeye 
state  until  1883,  when,  believing  that  better  opportunities  could  be  secured  be¬ 
yond  the  Mississippi,  they  came  to  Des  Moines.  Here  Mr.  Davis  embaiked 
in  business  under  the  name  of  the  Buckeye  Coal  Mining  Company  and  was  thus 
connected  with  the  development  of  the  rich  coal  fields  of  Iowa  up  to  the  time 
of  his  retirement.  At  length  ill  health  forced  him  to  put  aside  business  caies 
and  responsibilities  in  1892,  at  which  time  he  disposed  of  his  business  inteiests. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Davis  were  born  eight  children,  four  sons  and  four 
daughters,  who  still  survive.  The  father  passed  away  at  the  family  home  on 
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East  Walnut  street  on  the  7th  of  March,  1899,  being  at  that  time  but  fifty-seven 
years  of  age.  His  funeral  was  attended  by  a  large  concourse  of  friends  from 
all  parts  of  the  county,  for  he  had  become  widely  and  favorably  known  in  this 
section  of  the  state.  He  was  prominent  in  fraternal  circles,  being  a  charter 
member  of  the  Odd  Fellows  lodge  of  Altoona  and  also  a  member  of  the  Ancient 
Order  of  Foresters  in  Ohio.  His  life  in  a  way  was  quiet  and  uneventful  yet 
was  characterized  by  an  appreciation  and  understanding  of  the  duties  and  obli¬ 
gations  of  life  which  made  him  at  all  times  faithful  to  every  trust  reposed  in 
him. 


COLONEL  GEORGE  L.  GODFREY. 

Few  men  in  Iowa  are  more  favorably  known  than  Colonel  George  L.  God¬ 
frey,  who  won  his  title  in  the  Civil  war  and  is  now  serving  as  surveyor  of  cus¬ 
toms  at  Des  Moines.  He  has  filled  a  number  of  responsible  positions  in  public 
life,  and  in  peace  as  in  war  has  ably  and  conscientiously  endeavored  to  perform 
bis  duty.  Born  at  Hardwick,  Vermont,  November  4,  1833,  he  is  a  son  of  Alba 
and  Lydia  (Martin)  Godfrey,  both  of  whom  were, natives  of  Vermont  The 
mother  died  at  the  age  of  fifty-two  years  when  her  son  George  was  fifteen  years 
of  age,  but  the  father  lived  until  the  latter  part  of  the  '8os. 

The  youngest  in  a  family  of  four  children,  George  L.  Godfrey  received  his 
early  education  in  the  district  schools  and  later  attended  school  at  Barre,  Ver¬ 
mont.  In  1855  be  came  west  to  Iowa  and  spent  one  year,  then  returning  to 
Barre  Academy,  Vermont,  in  order  to  attend  school  for  another  year  before  en¬ 
tering  seriously  upon  the  duties  of  life.  He  came  west  again  in  1858  and  taught 
school  for  six  months  at  Boone,  Boone  county,  Iowa.  Having  decided  to  study 
law,  he  entered  the  office  of  Judge  C.  C.  Cole  and  was  busily  engaged  in  solving 
the  perplexities  of  Blackstone  when  the  Civil  war  aroused  the  nation.  On  the 
17th  of  April,  1861,  he  enlisted  at  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  and  was  elected  corporal 
and  assigned  to  Company  D,  Second  Iowa  Volunteers.  He  was  commissioned 
second  lieutenant  June  22,  and  a  few  months  later,  first  lieutenant,  and  on  the 
same  day  adjutant  of  the  regiment.  The  regiment  was  attached  to  the  Third 
Brigade  and  served  in  southeastern  Missouri  until  1862,  when  it  was  assigned 
to  the  First  Brigade  of  the  Second  Division,  Army  of  the  Tennessee.  Company 
D  took  part  in  the  memorable  battle  at  Fort  Donelson  and  Adjutant  Godfrey 
was  wounded  in  the  breast.  He  took  part  in  the  battle  of  Shiloh,  April  6  and 
7,  and  on  the  afternoon  of  the  first  day  of  the  battle  he  observed  a  large  body 
of  Confederates  pouring  down  a  ravine  as  if  to  surround  the  right  flank  of  the 
Union  forces.  He  reported  this  movement  quickly  to  Colonel  Mills,  who  ordered 
him  to  report  to  General  Tuttle,  which  he  did  in  the  shortest  possible  time.  The 
General  replied:  “Oh,  you  are  rattled!”  He  responded:  “You’ll  get  rattled 
pretty  soon  if  you  don’t  get  a  move  on  you.”  The  General  soon  discovered  the 
danger  to  which  the  army  was  exposed  and  ordered  the  Second  and  Seventh 
Regiments  to  fall  back.  The  Confederates,  seeing  their  plan  frustrated,  with¬ 
drew,  and  thus  the  day  was  saved.  As  adjutant  of  the  regiment  George  L. 
Uodfrey  was  in  the  thickest  of  the  fight  and  stood  where  he  could  have  placed 
his  hand  on  General  W.  H.  L.  Wallace  when  that  gallant  officer  fell. 

He  was  in  the  battle  of  Corinth,  October  3  and  4,  1862,  which  was  one  of 
the  most  decisive  engagements  in  that  critical  period  of  the  war.  In  the  final 
charge  of  that  great  battle  Lieutenant  Colonel  Mills,  of  the  Second  Iowa  Regi¬ 
ment,  was  killed.  General  J.  B.  Weaver,  at  that  time  major  of  the  Second 
Regiment,  in  his  official  report  said :  “Among  those  who  distinguished  them¬ 
selves  was  Adjutant  George  L.  Godfrey,  who  could  always  be  seen  and  heard 
charging  along  the  line  upon  his  horse,  shouting  to  the  men  to  be  cool  and  steady. 
He  is  one  of  the  most  valuable  young  officers  whom  I  have  ever  met.”  Adju- 
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tant  Godfrey  had  two  horses  shot  from  under  him  in  the  battle  and  narrowly 
escaped  many  times  with  his  life.  He  took  part  in  the  expedition  to  intercept 
General  Forrest  and  in  General  Dodge  s  expedition  in  north  Alabama  in  18  3. 

In  October  of  the  same  year  he  was  commissioned  major  of  a  regiment  form¬ 
ing  in  Alabama,  which  was  attached  to  the  First  Brigade  of  Cavalry,  Sixteenth 
Army  Corps,  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  participating  in  engagements  at  Memphis 
and  Charleston  in  November  and  December;  against  Forrest  in  Tennessee,  e  - 
ruary  6  to  April  14,  1864;  in  the  advance  on  Dallas ;  the  two  days  battle  ot 
Resaca*  the  operations  about  Kenesaw  mountain;  in  the  siege  of  Atlanta,  Juy 
^2  to  August  25  ;  in  the  battle  of  Jonesboro,  August  31  ;  in  the  celebrated  marc 
to  the  sea  in  November  and  December,  1864;  and  the  campaign  of  the  Carolinas 

until  the  surrender  of  Johnson’s  army,  April  28,  1865. 

On  May  1,  1864,  during  the  siege  of  Atlanta,  Major  Godfrey  was  promoted 
to  the  rank  of  lieutenant  colonel,  and  in  April,  1865,  was  commissioned  to  carry 
a  message  from  General  Sherman  to  General  Johnson.  Arriving  at  Johnsons 
line  with  a  flag  of  truce  he  was  tendered  a  messenger  to  convey  the  .etter  to 
General  Johnson,  but  this  proffer  he  refused,  declaring  that  he  would  carry 
the  message  in  person  to  General  Johnson  or  return  it  to  General  Sherman 
He  was  then  offered  as  an  escort  a  lieutenant,  whom  he^  also  refused,  but 
when  Colonel  Rhett,  who  subsequently  became  a  strong  Union  man,  appeared 
he  proceeded  to  Johnson,  being  received  by  him  with  the  greatest  courtesy  He 
returned  to  the  picket  line  with  a  reply  to  General  Sherman,  Colonel  Rhett  be¬ 
ing  his  escort.  AVhen  the  Confederacy  collapsed  Colonel  Godfrey  was  in  front 
of  Raleigh  North  Carolina,  and  General  Wade  Plampton  moving  out  of  the  city, 
sent  word  that  he  might  enter  and  thus  protect  the  citizens  and  their  property 
Selecting  a  few  of  his  staff  officers,  he  proceeded  with  the  advance  column  and 
soon  the  stars  and  stripes  were  floating  over  the  statehouse  of  the  capital  of 
North  Carolina.  The  war  being  ended,  the  men  in  the  regiment  preferred  to 
go  home  rather  than  to  participate  in  the  final  review  at  Washington.  The  con¬ 
sent  of  General  Sherman  having  been  given  the  company,  they  marched  to 
Huntsville,  Alabama,  where  the  regiment  was  mustered  out  of  service. 

While  at  Huntsville,  closing  up  the  affairs  of  his  regiment,  Colonel  Godfrey 
was  elected  from  Polk  county,  Iowa,  as  a  member  of  the  Iowa  general  assem¬ 
bly  and  although  political  preferment  was  offered  him  in  Alabama,  he  preferred 
to  serve  at  his  old  home  and  he  arrived  in  Des  Moines  October  20,  1865.  He 
took  an  active  part  in  the  legislature  and  secured  the  passage  of  a  bill  provid¬ 
ing  for  the  erection  of  a  state  arsenal  and  headquarters  of  the  adjutant  general, 
which  stood  for  many  years  at  the  corner  of  First  and  Walnut  stieets  in  Des 
Moines.  He  was  also  the  author  of  a  bill  for  the  erection  of  a  home  for  sol¬ 
diers  and  orphans  at  Des  Moines,  which  is  now  located  at  Bunington,  Iowa, 
and  in  support  of  this  measure  made  the  first  public  speech  of  his  life.  There 
was  strong  opposition  to  the  bill  on  the  ground  that  the  expenditure  was  ex¬ 
travagant  and  unnecessary  and  after  a  few  years  there  would  be  no  use  for  the 
building.  However,  the  home  w^as  established  and  experience  proved  that  it 
was  a  wise  investment.  Colonel  Godfrey  engaged  in  the  piactice  of  law  and 
served  as  city  attorney  and  city  solicitor  in  the  latter  part  of  the  ’60s,  filling  the 
office  of  assistant  United  States  district  attorney  for  four  years,  from  1881-1884. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  Utah  Commission  from  1882-9,  and  was  for  four  years 
recorder  of  the  land  office  at  Des  Moines.  He  has  occupied  the  office  of  sur¬ 
veyor  of  customs  at  Des  Moines  since  1903. 

In  1867  Colonel  Godfrey  was  married  to  Miss  Carrie  Corning,  whose  father, 
was  one  of  the  pioneer  shoe  merchants  of  Des  Moines.  Three  children  were 
born  of  this  union :  William  Sherman,  who  now  lives  in  Colorado ;  Charles  A., 
of  Oskaloosa,  Iowa ;  and  Walter  M.,  a  resident  of  L  tali.  The  mother  died  in 
1879  and  Colonel  Godfrey  was  married  in  1880  to  Miss  Ella  Fisher,  a  native  of 
Winterset,  Iowa.  Twro  daughters  have  been  born  of  this  union :  Anna,  who 
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married  Grover  Hubbell,  of  Des  Moines,  and  has  two  daughters ;  and  Arabella* 
the  wife  of  Jefferson  Polk,  also  of  Des  Moines,  by  whom  she  has  one  daughter. 

Politically  Colonel  Godfrey  is  an  upholder  of  the  principles  of  the  republican 
party  and  in  his  younger  manhood  was  a  very  active  worker  in  its  behalf  He 
is  a  valued  member  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  and  the  Loyal  Legion. 
He  is  also  identified  with  the  Congregational  church  and  the  Grant  Club,  and 
although  he  has  reached  the  advanced  age  of  seventy-eight  years,  he  retains  a 
large  measure  of  his  mental  and  physical  strength  and  capably  administers  the 
affairs  of  his  office.  As  a  true  soldier  and  a  patriotic  citizen,  he  deserves  the 
great  respect  in  which  he  is  held  by  the  people  of  all  parties  and  creeds  in  Des 
Moines  and  Polk  county. 


CHARLES  CRAIG. 

The  gram  business  is  of  large  importance  in  a  great  agricultural  state  like 
Iowa,  and  the  men  who  receive  and  handle  the  grain  are  in  many  instances 
leaders  in  the  community.  Charles  Craig,  of  Mitchellville,  who  operates  two 
elevators  with  a  capacity  of  fifteen  thousand  bushels,  occupies  a  position  of 

•  i  ^  -px  iv  /r  *  t  t  •  is  one  of  the  leading  grain  centers  of  Iowa  out¬ 

side  of  Des  Moines.  He  is  a  native  of  Polk  county,  and  was  born  in  the  old 
town  of  Mitchellville.  He  is  the  youngest  living  of  nine  children  of  Tames  and 
-  ianna  (Blyler)  Craig,  record  of  whom  appears  under  the  caption  of  Frank  H., 
and  W.  O.  Craig  elsewhere  in  this  work. 

Charles  Craig,  of  this  review,  was  reared  on  the  home  farm  and  received  his 
education  in  the  public  schools  and  the  Mitchellville  high  school.  After  arriv¬ 
ing  at  the  age  of  manhood  he  rented  land  upon  his  own  account,  which  he  culti¬ 
vated  with  a  goodly  measure  of  success  for  eleven  years.  In  1910  he  purchased 
the  grain  business  of  B.  R.  Patterson  of  Mitchellville,  which  he  has  since  con¬ 
ducted,  also  dealing  extensively  in  coal.  He  keeps  in  constant  touch  with  the 
markets  and  is  always  ready  to  answer  questions  pertaining  to  prices  in  the 
leading  centers  of  the  grain  trade.  As  he  is  recognized  as  being  perfectly  im¬ 
partial  and  fair  in  all  his  dealings  and  has  a  wide  personal  acquaintance  in  this 
section  his  business  from  the  start  has  been  prosperous  and  shows  steady  gains. 
He  and  a  partner  own  about  a  thousand  acres  of  wild  land  near  Redlake  in 
Beltrami  county,  Minnesota,  and  he  is  also  the  owner  of  valuable  property  in 
Mitchellville.  y 

m  On  26th  day  of  February,  1902,  Mr.  Craig  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Miss  Mary  E.  Rosenberger,  daughter  of  George  R.  and  Sarah  E.  (Rumple) 
Rosenberger.  The  father  was  a  well  known  farmer  of  Iowa  and  died  November 
22,  1897.  Mrs.  Rosenberger  is  still  living  and  makes  her  home  at  Oskaloosa 
and  Mitchellville,  being  a  property  owner  of  the  latter  place.  Three  children 
have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Craig,  namely :  Esther,  Raymond  and  Elsie. 

Bert  Craig,  the  fourth  in  order  of  birth  in  the  family  of  Tames  and  Fianna 
Craig  was  born  in  1867.  He  was  reared  in  the  parental  home  under  conditions 
highly  favorable  for  a  successful  career.  He  received  his  preliminary  education 
in  the  public  schools  and  later  attended  the  high  school  at  Mitchellville.  After 
laying  his  books  aside  he  devoted  his  attention  to  farming  and  for  thirteen 
years  rented  land  in  Polk  county.  In  1906  he  became  a  partner  in  the  hard¬ 
ware  business  at  Mitchellville  under  the  title  of  the  McKee  Craig  Company,  but 
sold  his  interest  in  February,  1910,  and  has  since  engaged  with  his  brother  as 
bookkeeper.  He  is  the  owner  of  a  beautiful  home  in  Mitchellville  which  he 
erected  in  1907.  It  is  thoroughly  modern  and  is  one  of  the  most  attractive 
residences  in  this  part  of  the  county.  He  also  owns  two  hundred  and  twenty- 
one  and  one  half  acres  of  land  near  Houston,  Texas.  On  February  7,  1894, 
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Mr.  Craig  was  married  to  Miss  Clara  Seiberling,  daughter  of  Charles  Seiber- 
ling,  a  sketch  of  whom  appears  elsewhere  in  this  work.  Two  children  came  to 
bless  the  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Craig,  namely:  Myrland  J.,  and  Charles  Mc¬ 
Kinley.  Mr.  Craig  and  his  wife  are  both  identified  with  the  Congregational 
church,  and  fraternally,  he  holds  membership  in  the  Odd  Fellows  and  Rebekahs. 
He  is  greatly  respected  in  a  community  where  he  has  been  known  almost  since 
his  birth,  and  is  recognized  as  a  man  of  comprehensive  business  ability. 

Charles  Craig,  whose  name  introduces  this  sketch,  has  ever  since  arriving 
at  manhood  given  his  support  to  the  republican  party.  He  is  a  valued  member 
of  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America  and  the  Royal  Neighbors  and  has  many 
warm  friends  in  those  organizations.  He  and  his  estimable  wife  are  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Congregational  church,  to  which  he  is  a  liberal  contributor.  A  man 
of  kindly  disposition  and  genial  nature,  he  ranks  among  the  successful  citizens 
of  Polk  county.  He  has  shown  marked  ability  in  business  affairs  and  is,  there¬ 
fore,  a  prominent  and  growing  factor  in  commercial  circles. 


WILLIAM  S.  HAZARD,  Sr. 

Among  the  early  settlers  of  Iowa  now  residing  in  Des  Moines  must  be  in¬ 
cluded  William  S.  Hazard,  who  for  more  than  fifty  years  has  been  a  resident 
of  this  state.  Mr.  Hazard  is  a  native  of  Mississippi,  although  of  English 
extraction,  his  ancestors  migrating  from  the  mother  country  and  locating  in 
Rhode  Island  in  1630.  He  was  born  on  a  plantation  about  twenty  miles  from 
Jackson,  on  the  29th  of  December,  1840,  a  son  of  Silas  H.  and  a  grandson  of 
William  Hazard,  who  was  a  cousin  of  Oliver  Hazard  Perry,  the  famous  hero 
of  the  battle  of  Lake  Erie.  The  grandfather,  who  was  a  sea  captain  and  an 
officer  in  the  war  of  1812,  sailed  from  Norwich,  Connecticut,  for  the  West 
Indies  in  1816,  and  supposedly  was  either  the  victim  of  pirates  or  was  lost 
at  sea,  as  his  boat  was  never  heard  of  again.  On  the  maternal  side  William  S. 
Hazard,  Sr.  is  a  descendant  of  Colonel  Ford  of  Morristown,  New  Jersey,  of 
Revolutionary  war  fame,  whose  house  twice  served  as  winter  headquarters  for 
General  Washington  and  is  now  preserved  as  nearly  as  possible  as  it  was  then. 
Another  ancestor  in  the  maternal  line  was  Jacob  Ford,  who  was  a  colonel  in 
the  war  for  independence.  The  mother  of  Silas  H.  Hazard  dying  when  he  was 
a  lad,  he  was  reared  by  an  uncle,  Silas  Holmes,  of  Rhode  Island,  who  wished 
him  to  follow  the  sea,  that  having  been  the  vocation  of  the  majority  of  his 
father’s  family.  It  did  not  seem  to  be  alluring  to  the  young  man,  however,  and 
he  began  teaching  school  in  the  winter,  also  promoting  his  own  education  by 
further  study.  He  taught  several  years  in  New  Jersey,  where  he  was  mar¬ 
ried  and  afterward  attended  Princeton  University.  Subsequently  he  removed 
to  Delaware,  where  he  was  principal  of  the  school  until  about  1827.  He  next 
went  to  New  Orleans,  where  he  engaged  in  school  teaching  for  a  short  time. 
Possessing  strong  scholarly  instincts  and  having  a  predilection  for  the  min¬ 
istry,  he  devoted  all  of  his  spare  time  to  the  study  of  theology,  being  ordained  in 
1828.  In  addition  to  his  ministerial  duties  Mr.  Hazard  at  different  times  served 
as  steward  or  manager  of  the  plantations  of  members  of  his  congregation.  He 
remained  in  the  south  until  about  1844  and  preached  in  Louisiana  and  Mis¬ 
sissippi.  In  the  meantime  he  married  Miss  Delia  H.  P>each,  a  member  of  an 
old  Holland  family,  the  first  members  coming  here  in  1643.  On  leaving  the 
south  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hazard  removed  to  New  Jersey  and  later  went  to  Penn¬ 
sylvania  for  a  time.  Subsequently  they  went  to  La  Fayette,  Indiana,  and  two 
years  later  removed  south  to  Mississippi,  Rev.  Hazard  accepting  a  pastorate  call, 
but  remained  there  for  only  a  brief  period.  In  1848  they  became  residents  of  Iowa 
City,  where  Rev.  Hazard  filled  the  pulpit  of  the  Presbyterian  church  until  1853, 
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when  the  state  of  his  health  required  his  retirement.  He  then  took  up  his 
abode  upon  a  farm,  hoping  that  the  outdoor  life  would  prove  beneficial,  but 
passed  away  about  three  months  later. 

The  educational  opportunities  of  William  S.  Hazard  were  somewhat  limited 
owing  to  the  fact  of  the  frequent  change  of  habitation  occasioned  by  his  fa¬ 
ther’s  profession.  At  the  age  of  fourteen  years,  however,  he  became  a  student 
in  a  Presbyterian  school  in  Dubuque,  Iowa,  and  subsequently  was  matriculated 
in  the  Iowa  State  University  of  Iowa  City,  where  he  remained  for  a  year. 
On  the  expiration  of  that  period  he  secured  a  position  in  a  drug  store,  where  he 
spent  several  months,  but  when  the  news  of  the  discovery  of  gold  in  the  Rocky 
Mountains  caused  a  wave  of  excitement  to  sweep  over  the  country  he,  too,  left 
home  in  the  hope  of  attaining  a  fortune  in  the  west.  After  spending  eighteen 
months  in  unfruitful  prospecting  he  returned  to  Iowa  and  took  up  farming, 
which  he  followed  until  1899,  when  owing  to  ill  health  occasioned  by  an  acci¬ 
dent  he  retired. 

On  the  27th  of  August,  1868,  Mr.  Hazard  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Mary  W.  True,  a  daughter  of  James  K.  True  and  a  granddaughter  of  Zebulon 
True,  who  was  a  soldier  of  the  Revolutionary  war  and  a  descendant  of  Wil¬ 
liam  True,  who  emigrated  from  England  and  settled  in  Massachusetts  in  1642. 
Some  of  his  descendants  are  now  living  in  Maine.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hazard 
have  four  surviving  children:  Delia  E.,  the  wife  of  John  H.  Stout,  of  West- 
bourne,  Canada;  William  S.,  of  Des  Moines;  James  T.,  of  Minneapolis;  and 
Zenas  A.,  living  in  Sioux  Falls.  The  family  attend  the  Presbyterian  church 
and  in  his  younger  days  Mr.  Hazard  was  a  very  active  worker  in  the  Sunday 
school.  In  politics  he  has  always  been  liberal  yet  never  neglectful  of  his  duties 
of  citizenship.  He  was  long  a  prominent  representative  of  agricultural  inter¬ 
ests  in  Iowa  and  is  numbered  among  the  respected  and  worthy  residents  of 
Des  Moines,  where  since  his  retirement  he  has  made  his  home. 


LEVI  S.  ROTHFUS. 

Levi  S.  Rothfus,  trustee  of  Allen  township,  is  an  agriculturist  by  occupa¬ 
tion,  owning  and  operating  one  hundred  and  thirty  acres  of  rich  and  productive 
land  on  section  20.  His  birth  occurred  in  Warren  county,  Iowa,  on  the  15th  of 
May,  1866,  his  parents  being  Gottlob  and  Johanna  Rothfus,  both  of  whom  were 
natives  of  Germany.  The  father,  who  was  born  in  1822,  emigrated  to  America 
in  June,  1864,  establishing  his  home  in  Warren  county,  Iowa.  The  year  1869 
witnessed  his  arrival  in  Polk  county.  Both  he  and  his  wife  are  now  deceased. 

Levi  S.  Rothfus,  who  was  the  youngest  of  a  family  of  ten  children,  obtained 
his  early  education  in  the  common  schools  and  subsequently  attended  Drake 
University  at  Des  Moines.  The  pursuits  of  farming  and  stock-raising  have 
claimed  his  attention  throughout  his  entire  business  career  and  have  returned  to 
him  a  gratifying  annual  income.  He  also  devotes  considerable  attention  to 
the  growing  of  fruit,  this  branch  of  his  business  likewise  proving  profitable. 
His  farm  embraces  one  hundred  and  thirty  acres  of  land  on  section  20,  Allen 
township,  and  has  been  brought  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation  and  improve¬ 
ment.  He  was  one  of  the  promoters  of  the  levee  drainage  district,  the  work  of 
which  was  prosecuted  at  a  cost  of  eighteen  thousand  dollars,  thereby  protecting 
thirteen  hundred  and  ninety  acres  of  land.  The  prosperity  which  he  now  en¬ 
joys,  entitling  him  to  recognition  among  the  substantial  and  representative  cit¬ 
izens  of  the  community,  is  attributable  entirely  to  his  own  efforts,  so  that  he 
well  merits  the  proud  American  title  of  a  self-made  man. 

On  the  22d  of  April,  1902,  in  Des  Moines,  Mr.  Rothfus  was  united  in  mar¬ 
riage  to  Miss  Bertha  Aulmann,  a  daughter  of  William  and  Lucy  (Welcome) 
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Aulmann,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Iowa.  Mrs.  Rothfus  followed  the 
profession  of  school  teaching  for  three  years  prior  to  her  marriage.  She  is  now 
the  mother  of  five  children,  namely:  Richard  A.,  a  lad  of  seven  years;  Dorothy, 
a  little  maiden  of  six;  Luther  James,  who  is  five  years  old;  Ruth  H.,  who  is 

three  years  of  age ;  and  Alice,  one  year  old. 

Mr.  Rothfus  is  a  democrat  in  his  political  views  but  does  not  consider  him¬ 
self  bound  by  party  ties.  He  was  elected  township  clerk  in  1902  and  two 
years  later  was  again  chosen  for  the  office.  In  1906  he  was  elected  township 
trustee  and  in  that  position  has  since  served  with  notable  ability.  He  has  spent 
his  entire  life  in  this  part  of  the  state  and  has  won  an  extensive  circle  of  friends 

here. 


JACOB  KIRK  GILCREST. 


The  lumber  interests  of  Des  Moines  are  well  represented  by  Jacob  Kirk 
Gilcrest,  who  has  been  successfully  identified  with  the  commercial  activities 
of  this  city  since  1856.  He  is  a  son  of  John  Smith  and  Christiana  (Kirk) 
Gilcrest.  He  was  born  at  Wooster,  Ohio,  in  1832.  After  completing  the 
course  of  the  public  schools  he  entered  Hiram  College  at  Hiram,  Ohio.  He  came 
to  Iowa  in  the  year  1856,  locating  in  Des  Moines,  where  in  connection  with 
his  brother  W.  H.,  he  established  a  planing  mill,  sash  and  door  factory  and 
lumber  business.  This  company,  which  operated  under  the  firm  name  of  J.  K. 
&  W.  H.  Gilcrest,  continued  to  do  business  without  change  until  1898,  when 
after  the  death  of  W.  H.  Gilcrest  the  company  was  merged  into  a  corporation 
with  J.  K.  Gilcrest  as  president  and  Charles  L.  Gilcrest  as  secretary  and 
treasurer. 

At  Akron,  Ohio,  in  1858,  Mr.  Gilcrest  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Julia 
Williams,  a  daughter  of  Thomas  Williams  of  New  York,  and  they  have  become 
the  parents  of  the  following  children:  John  S.,  William  K.,  Nellie,  Annie,  Kittie 
and  Bertha,  all  of  whom  are  married.  Mr.  and  Airs.  Gilcrest  now  affiliate  with 
the  Central  Church  of  Christ,  and  were  charter  members  of  the  First  Christian 
church  of  Des  Moines,  in  the  organization  of  which  they  assisted. 


EUGENE  L.  ROZELLE. 

Another  of  Iowa’s  sons  whose  name  appears  on  the  register  of  Des  Aloines’ 
professional  fraternity  is  Eugene  L.  Rozelle,  who  has  been  actively  and  suc¬ 
cessfully  engaged  in  the  practice  of  dentistry  for  nearly  twenty  years.  He  was 
born  in  Mount  Pleasant  on  the  4th  of  December,  1858,  being  a  son  of  Napoleon 
W.  and  Louisa  (Percells)  Rozelle,  the  father  of  French  and  the  mother  of 
Dutch  extraction.  Napoleon  W.  Rozelle,  in  company  with  his  parents,  mi¬ 
grated  to  the  United  States  from  France  during  the  time  of  the  revolution  in 
the  latter  country,  settling  in  Kentucky.  He  served  the  United  States  during 
the  Mexican  war  while  seven  of  his  brothers  fought  in  the  Union  army  during 

I  the  Rebellion. 

The  early  years  of  Eugene  L.  Rozelle  were  spent  in  the  paternal  home  in 
very  much  the  manner  of  other  boys  of  his  circumstances  at  that  period.  His 
education  was  acquired  in  the  common  schools  and  when  old  enough  he  left 
home  to  begin  his  career,  being  engaged  in  divers  pursuits.  After  becoming  a 
resident  of  Iowa  he  entered  the  Eclectic  Medical  College,  which  has  since  been 
absorbed  by  Drake  University,  having  decided  to  take  up  the  practice  of  medi¬ 
cine  for  his  vocation.  Being  dependent  upon  his  own  efforts  for  the  mainte¬ 
nance  of  himself  and  family  he  assisted  in  the  dental  department  in  order  to 
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pay  his  tuition,  during  which  time  he  developed  a  preference  for  the  latter 
science  and  so  adopted  it.  Receiving  his  degree  with  the  class  of  1892  he  im¬ 
mediately  engaged  in  private  practice  in  which  he  has  ever  since  continued, 
having  met  with  more  than  average  success  in  the  pursuit  of  his  chosen  life  work. 

In  addition  to  his  interests  in  Iowa  Dr.  Rozelle  owns  a  ranch  in  South  Da¬ 
kota,  containing  one  thousand  acres  of  land,  which  is  under  the  supervision  of 
his  son  Frank.  There  they  extensively  engage  in  the  breeding  and  raising  of 
Percheron  and  Belgium  draft  horses,  as  well  as  thoroughbred  racing  and  driving 
horses.  He  is  very  much  interested  in  this  venture,  which  has  proven  quite 
lucrative.  Dr.  Rozelle  will  not  concede  that  the  automobile  has  permanently 
superseded  the  horse,  but  thinks  in  the  future  that  there  will  be  a  demand  for  a 
higher  grade  and  finer  breed  of  horses  than  those  commonly  used  in  the  past. 

Dr.  Rozelle  wedded  Miss  Mary  Wilson  and  of  this  marriage  three  children 
were  born :  Caros  C.,  a  physician  of  La  Grange,  Indiana,  who  was  married  in 
1910;  Edith  L.,  who  resides  in  South  Dakota;  and  Frank,  who  is  living  in  the 
same  place.  Fraternally  Dr.  Rozelle  is  affiliated  with  the  Modern  Woodmen 
of  America  and  the  Royal  Arcanum,  while  he  also  holds  membership  in  the 
Sons  of  Veterans.  It  was  while  serving  as  chairman  of  one  of  the  committees 
of  the  latter  organization  he  met  Johnson  Brigham,  and  the  friendship  formed 
at  that  time  has  ever  since  continued. 


JACOB  KURTZ. 

Jacob  Kurtz,  a  well  known  and  highly  esteemed  resident  of  Walnut  town¬ 
ship,  owns  and  operates  an  excellent  farm  of  one  hundred  acres.  His  birth  oc¬ 
curred  in  Germany  on  the  nth  of  August,  1837,  his  parents  being  John  J.  and 
Frederika  Kurtz,  who  spent  their  entire  lives  in  that  country.  The  father,  a 
iinen  weaver,  worked  at  that  trade  during  the  winter  seasons,  while  in  the  sum¬ 
mer  months  he  followed  farming.  His  demise  occurred  in  1891,  when  he  had 
attained  the  age  of  seventy  years,  while  his  wife  was  called  to  her  final  rest  in 
1871. 

Jacob  Kurtz  spent  the  first  twenty-seven  years  of  his  life  in  his  native  land 
and  then  crossed  the  Atlantic  to  the  United  States,  first  locating  in  New  York, 
where  he  spent  about  one  month.  On  the  1st  of  October,  1864,  he  arrived  in 
Des  Moines,  Iowa,  where  for  a  time  he  was  variously  employed.  In  1865  he 
entered  a  harness  shop,  learning  the  harnessmaker’s  trade  and  working  at  that 
occupation  for  about  five  years.  He  then  bought  out  his  employer  and  con¬ 
ducted  the  shop  until  1874,  when,  the  venture  no  longer  proving  profitable,  he 
sold  out  and  secured  employment  at  his  trade  in  another  shop.  There  he  re¬ 
mained  until  1893,  when  he  turned  his  attention  to  general  agricultural  pursuits, 
renting  a  tract  of  forty  acres  near  the  county  farm  and  operating  it  for  seven 
years.  At  the  end  of  that  time  he  took  up  his  abode  on  another  farm  which 
he  operated  for  three  years  and  then  located  near  Clive,  in  Walnut  township, 
where  he  purchased  a  well  improved  tract  of  land  comprising  one  hundred  acres. 
The  further  cultivation  and  improvement  of  that  farm  still  claims  his  time  and 
energies,  although  he  is  now  in  the  seventy-fourth  year  of  his  age.  In  order  to 
gain  possession  of  the  property  he  incurred  an  indebtedness  of  forty-eight  hun¬ 
dred  dollars,  which  was  entirely  discharged  in  two  years’  time.  His  under¬ 
takings  as  an  agriculturist  have  been  attended  with  a  gratifying  measure  of 
success  because  of  his  well  directed  energy  and  capable  management. 

On  the  2 1st  of  October,  1866,  Mr.  Kurtz  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Susanna  Ducekk,  a  daughter  of  Steven  and  Magdalena  Ducekk,  both  of  whom 
were  natives  of  Germany,  from  which  country  they  emigrated  to  America  in 
1865.  They  were  quite  old  at  that  time  and  spent  the  remainder  of  their  lives 
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in  the  home  of  our  subject,  Mr.  Ducekk  passing  away  in  1877  and  his  wife  in 
1887  Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kurtz  were  born  nine  children,  as  follows :  Steven 
A.  who  is  a  resident  of  Chicago;  William  G.,  living  at  home ;  Peter  J.,  living  in 
Des  Moines;  George  G.,  who  is  also  under  the  parental  roof;  Magdalena,  who  is 
married  and  resides  in  Walnut  township;  Fredericka  and  Annie,  both  01  whom 
are  married  and  make  their  home  in  Saylor,  Iowa;  Louis  A.,  who  died  in  1889; 
and  Barbara,  who  passed  away  on  the  5th  of  December,  1895. 

In  politics  Mr.  Kurtz  is  a  democrat,  while  his  religious  faith  is  indicated  by 
his  membership  in  the  German  Lutheran  church,  to  which  his  wife  and  children 
also  belong.  He  is  numbered  among  those  who  left  the  fatherland  to  identify 
themselves  with  American  life  and  institutions,  who  have  pushed  their  way  to 
the  front,  and  who  are  a  credit  alike  to  the  land  of  their  birth  and  that  of  their 

adoption. 


WILLIAM  CLYDE  CHURCH. 

It  has  been  claimed  that  the  greatest  blessing  that  can  befall  any  individual 
is  to  be  thrown  upon  his  own  resources  early  in  his  career.  It  develops  the 
spirit  of  self-reliance  and  if  the  individual  is  possessed  of  a  worthy  ambition 
he  is  almost  certain  to  succeed  in  what  he  undertakes.  Such  has  been  the 
experience  of  thousands  of  the  successful  men  of  America  and  William  Clyde 
Church  of  Des  Moines  may  justly  be  classed  in  this  number.  He  was  born  at 
Guthrie  Center,  Iowa,  July  24,  1870,  a  son  of  Henry  Clay  Church  who  was 
born  at  Springfield,  Massachusetts,  August  18,  1833,  and  departed  this  life  at 
Battle  Creek,  Nebraska,  April  29,  1896,  being  then  sixty-three  yeais  of  age.  e 
learned  the  trade  of  machinist  but  later  was  a  butcher  and  subsequently  de¬ 
voted  himself  to  farming.  At  the  time  of  the  Civil  war  he  served  most  ciedit- 
ably  as  private  in  the  Seventh  Illinois  Volunteer  Cavalry.  The  mother  of  our 
subject  was  before  her  marriage  Sadie  Taylor.  She  was  born  May  12,  1849, 
at  La  Harpe,  Illinois,  and  died  in  Guthrie  Center,  Iowa,  July  27,  1877.  _ 

William  Clyde  Church  did  not  possess  the  advantages  of  education  which 
are  available  to  the  average  American  boy.  The  hand  of  death  deprived  him 
of  his  mother  when  he  was  seven  years  of  age  and  latei  his  father  met  with  na^n 
cial  reverses  and  moved  upon  a  government  homestead  in  Madison  county,  Ne¬ 
braska,  where  educational  advantages  were  exceedingly  limited,  lhe  school 
training  of  the  son  was  received  principally  after  he  arrived  at  the  age  of  six¬ 
teen  years  and  he  was  obliged  to  work  on  a  farm  during  pait  of  the  year  m 
order  to  secure  money  for  expenses  at  school  in  the  winter,  also  doing  choi  es 
about  the  house  mornings  and  evenings  and  attending  school  duiing  the  day. 
By  a  perseverance  that  never  flagged  he  was  enabled  to  graduate  from  the 
high  school  of  Madison,  Nebraska,  in  1888,  and  of  Red  Oak,  Iowa,  in  1890,  and 
the  Iowa  Business  College  at  Des  Moines  in  January,  1892.  He  began  his 
active  career  as  a  stenographer,  later  taking  up  bookkeeping  of  which  he  made 
a  specialty,  being  employed  for  eleven  years  by  a  number  of  the  leading  business 
houses  of  the  city.  In  October,  1903,  he  assisted  in  organizing  the  Church- 
Deal  Company,  which  engaged  in  the  wholesale  lumber  and  coal  business,  and 
became  quite  successful.  Closing  out  his  interest  in  December,  1905,  he  incor¬ 
porated  the  W.  C.  Church  Lumber  &  Coal  Company  and  on  November  15, 
1909,  also  incorporated  The  Minnesota  Cedar  &  Timber  Company  of  Bemidji, 
Minnesota.  These  concerns  carry  on  the  production  and  wholesale  distribu¬ 
tion  of  white  cedar  products,  also  jobbing  coal  upon  an  extensive  scale,  the 
sales  now  averaging  about  one  thousand  cars  yearly,  amounting  in  value  to  about 
five  hundred  thousand  dollars.  Mr.  Church  also  owns  fifteen  acres  of  land  on 
Urbandale  avenue  in  the  northwest  part  of  Des  Moines,  which  he  occupies  as 
a  homestead  and  upon  which  extensive  improvements  have  been  projected.  He 
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was  an  organizer  of  the  Urbandale  Improvement  Association,  which  aims  to 
build  up  a  model  community  in  connection  with  the  city  of  Des  Moines,  one  of 
the  objects  being  “to  promote  social  and  political  relations,  eliminating  party 
sentiment  and  to  labor  for  the  best  interests  of  the  community  and  the  welfare 
of  its  citizens.”  Much  progress  has  already  been  made  by  the  association  in 
the  establishment  of  a  school,  the  improvement  of  car  service,  the  opening  of 
streets,  etc. 

On  the  6th  of  October,  1896,  at  Des  Moines,  Mr.  Church  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Miss  Katharine  Keenhold,  a  daughter  of  George  and  Helen  Keen- 
hold.  Airs.  Church  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  Des  Moines  and  the 
Capital  City  Business  College  and  was  employed  for  six  years  in  the  govern¬ 
ment  pension  office  at  Des  Moines  previous  to  her  marriage.  Two  children  have 
blessed  the  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Church :  Helen  Effie,  now  eight  years  of 
age;  and  William  Clyde,  Jr.,  six  years  of  age.  Air.  Church  gives  his  adher¬ 
ence  to  the  republican  party  but  he  may  be  classed  as  an  independent,  as  he 
often  makes  use  of  the  privilege  of  the  American  voter  in  selecting  a  candidate 
irrespective  of  party  affiliation.  He  is  a  strong  advocate  of  the  principle  that 
the  same  honesty  and  efficiency  should  be  applied  in  public  office  as  in  private 
business  affairs.  Religiously  he  is  identified  with  the  Central  Church  of  Christ 
of  Des  Aloines.  He  is  recognized  as  a  generous  and  patriotic  citizen,  who 
possesses  the  ability  to  materially  help  any  cause  which  attracts  his  interest. 
His  success,  having  come  to  him  through  his  own  energy,  is  well  merited  and 
in  his  intercourse  with  his  fellowmen  he  has  so  demeaned  himself  as  to  gain 
their  highest  esteem  and  confidence.  He  has  taken  an  especially  active  part  in 
the  work  to  which  the  Greater  Des  Aloines  Committee  is  devoted.  His  recre¬ 
ation  is  shooting  and  fishing  in  which  he  indulges  in  two  annual  trips  to  the  lakes 
and  woods  of  Alinnesota. 


JAAIES  AIAINE. 

Prominent  among  the  men  who  by  their  business  ability  have  won  high 
standing  in  Des  Aloines  may  be  named  James  Alaine,  president  of  the  fames 
Maine  &  Sons  Company,  general  contractors.  Coming  of  a  family  that  for 
many  generations  has  been  identified  with  the  same  branch  of  business  in  which 
he  is  now  engaged,  Mr.  Maine  inherited  talents  that  assisted  him  very  materially 
in  the  attainment  of  the  position  he  now  holds  as  one  of  the  large  contractors  of 
-Iowa.  He  is  a  native  of  England,  having  been  born  at  Chestwater,  Cornwall, 
August  2,  1851,  a  son  of  Henry  and  Alary  (Radford)  Alaine.  The  father  en¬ 
gaged  extensively  in  England  in  railroad  contracting,  assisting  in  building  some 
of  the  first  railways  in  that  country.  Later  in  life  he  emigrated  to  the  United 
States  and  settled  at  Chicago,  where  he  died  in  1892. 

James  Maine  of  this  review  was  educated  in  the  schools  of  his  native  land 
and  after  attaining  eligible  age  joined  the  Royal  Engineers.  While  in  army  ser¬ 
vice  he  became  thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  work  to  which  he  has  since 
devoted  his  attention.  In  1870  he  crossed  the  ocean  to  seek  his  fortune  in 
America,  spending  some  months  working  at  the  brick-laying  trade  for  con¬ 
tractors  in  New  A  ork  state  and  also  for  the  Warsaw  Manufacturing  Company. 
The  wonderful  revival  of  building  operations  in  Chicago  immediately  after  the 
great  fire  attracted  him  to  that  city,  where  he  continued  until  after  the  financial 
panic  of  1873,  when  he  went  to  Elgin,  Iowa,  and  a  year  later  to  Des  Moines. 
He  built  the  courthouse  at  West  Union  and  then  returned  to  Chicago  for  a 
short  time,  after  which  he  took  up  his  residence  at  Newton,  Iowa.  In  1883 
he  located  permanently  at  Des  Aloines,  associating  for  two  years  with  S.  A. 
Robertson.  He  then  entered  into  partnership  with  FA  D.  Janes,  with  head- 
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quarters  on  Locust  street,  which  were  later  moved  to  Ninth  and  Walnut  streets. 
The  firm  engaged  quite  extensively  in  the  contracting  business,  building  many 
large  structures  in  the  city,  also  performing  work  at  other  points  in  the  state. 
Mr.  Maine  is  now  president  of  the  James  Maine  &  Sons  Company,  maintaining 
offices  in  Des  Moines  and  Waterloo.  The  company  employs  a  large  number  of 
men  and  is  one  of  the  most  favorably  known  concerns  of  the  kind  in  this  part 
of  the  country.  They  are  also  large  manufacturers  of  building  brick,  which  is 
a  growing  and  profitable  section  of  their  business. 

In  September,  1877,  Mr.  Maine  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Missilda 
Wheeler,  whose  father,  Joseph  R.  Wheeler,  was  for  many  years  identified  with 
the  agricultural  interests  of  Jasper  county.  He  was  one  of  the  early  settlers  of 
that  county  and  took  a  helpful  part  in  its  pioneer  development.  He  married 
Sarah  Turk,  whose  father  was  the  founder  of  the  Young  Women’s  College  at 
Rockford,  Illinois. 

Six  children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Maine :  Orin  E.,  secretary  and 
treasurer  of  the  company  of  which  his  father  is  president;  Herbert  A.,  a  grad¬ 
uate  of  the  engineering  department  of  the  Iowa  State  College  of  Agriculture  and 
Mechanical  Arts,  and  now  vice  president  and  general  manager  of  the  James 
Maine  &  Sons  Company ;  Daisy  M.,  a  graduate  of  Highland  Park  College ;  Ken¬ 
neth  J.,  a  graduate  of  the  engineering  department  of  the  Iowa  State  College  of 
Agriculture  and  Mechanical  Arts;  Harry  E.,  also  a  graduate  in  engineering ; 

and  Edith,  a  student  of  Drake  University. 

Ever  since  adopting  the  United  States  as  his  country  Mr.  Maine  has  affiliated 
with  the  democratic  party,  believing  that  its  principles  more  nearly  represent 
the  ideas  of  the  founders  of  the  republic  than  those  of  any  other  political  organ¬ 
ization.  He  is  a  man  of  strong  and  clear  convictions,  the  result  of  thoughtful 
study,  and  has  a  host  of  friends  in  Iowa,  whom  he  has  attracted  in  the  course  of  an 
experience  extending  for  nearly  thirty  years.  Coming  to  America  with  nothing 
to  rely  upon  but  his  own  energy,  he  is  today  a  prominent  business  man  and  has 
gained  a  position  of  financial  independence.  He  is  not  only  well  known  in 
business  circles  but  is  popular  socially,  being  an  honored  member  and  trustee  of 
Pioneer  Lodge,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  Corinthian  Chapter,  R.  A.  M.,  and  also 
of  the  Odd  Fellows;  the  Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen;  Ft.  Des  Moines 
Lodge  No.  25;  I.  O.  F. ;  and  Des  Moines  Lodge  No.  98,  B.  P.  O.  E.  He  is 
also  a  member  of  the  Des  Moines  Commercial  Club  and  of  the  Builders  Ex- 
change,  serving  as  president  of  the  latter  organization.  Driving  is  his  chief 
source  of  recreation  and  in  his  leisure  hours  he  is  found  to  be  a  most  social  and 
companionable  gentleman. 


KNUTE  E.  NELSON. 

Knute  E.  Nelson  is  the  proprietor  of  the  Pleasant  Lawn  Stock  Farm  in 
Elkhart  township,  comprising  two  hundred  and  twelve  acres  of  rich  and  pro¬ 
ductive  land.  His  birth  occurred  in  that  township  on  the  2d  of  June,  1876,  his 
parents  being  Andrew  and  Martha  (Ersland)  Nelson,  who  are  mentioned  at 
greater  length  on  another  page  of  this  work.  He  was  reared  and  educated  in 
this  county,  first  attending  the  district  schools  and  later  continuing  his  studies 
in  the  Jewell  Lutheran  College  of  Jewell  Junction,  Iowa.  When  about  twenty- 
two  years  of  age  he  was  married,  established  a  home  of  his  own  and  rented  a 
farm,  devoting  his  attention  to  its  operation  for  three  years.  On  the  expira¬ 
tion  of  that  period  he  purchased  two  hundred  and  twelve  acres  of  land  in  Elk¬ 
hart  township  and  has  since  brought  the  place  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation 
and  improvement.  He  has  erected  a  commodious  and  substantial  residence  and 
barns  as  well  as  outbuildings  for  the  shelter  of  grain  and  stock.  T  he  dimensions 
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of  one  of  the  barns  being  sixty-two  by  seventy  feet.  Mr.  Nelson's  place  is 
known  as  the  Pleasant  Lawn  Stock  Farm  and  is  lacking  in  none  of  the  equip¬ 
ments  and  accessories  of  a  model  farm  of  the  twentieth  century.  He  keeps 
about  one  hundred  and  sixty  head  of  cattle  and  has  thirty-five  head  of  milch 
cows  of  the  Angus  breed,  all.  of  which  are  registered.  He  likewise  keeps  twelve 
head  of  horses  and  raises  one  hundred  head  of  hogs  annually.  In  his  under¬ 
takings  as  an  agriculturist  he  is  meeting  with  gratifying  success  and  his  pros¬ 
perity  is  the  outcome  of  clear  judgment,  close  application  and  excellent  business 
ability.  He  is  a  stockholder  in  the  Bank  of  Huxley,  at  Huxley,  Iowa,  the  Cit¬ 
izens  State  Bank  of  Cambridge  and  the  Farmers  Cooperative  Creamery  Com¬ 
pany  of  Huxley. 

On  the  3d  of  March,  1898,  Mr.  Nelson  married  Miss  Mary  Kalsem,  who  was 
born  August  7,  1875,  a  daughter  of  John  V.  and  Martha  (Cleveland)  Kalsem, 
who  are  natives  of  Nestrand,  Norway,  and  Cleveland  respectively.  The  father 
emigrated  to  the  United  States  in  1858,  locating  in  Mahaska  county,  Iowa, 
where  he  operated  a  rented  farm  for  a  short  time.  Subsequently  he  took  up 
his  abode  in  Palestine  township,  Story  county,  purchased  a  farm  and  began 
its  improvement.  As  his  financial  resources  increased  he  extended  the  boun¬ 
daries  of  his  place  by  additional  purchase  until  it  embraced  six  hundred  acres 
of  land.  In  1900  he  put  aside  the  active  work  of  the  fields  and  removed  to 
Huxley,  Iowa,  where  he  has  since  lived  in  honorable  retirement.  He  has  now 
attained  the  age  of  seventy-three  years,  while  his  wife  is  seventy-six  years  old. 
Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Nelson  were  born  six  children;  Myrtle  F.,  a  maiden  of  twelve 
years;  Joseph  A.,  who  passed  away  in  March,  1901;  Alice  May,  who*  is  nine 
years  old ;  Nellie  J.,  who  is  now  six  years  of  age ;  Martha,  whose  death  oc¬ 
curred  in  February,  1908;  and  Jessie  N.,  two  years  old. 

Mr.  Nelson  is  a  republican  in  politics  and  has  been  a  school  director  for 
two  terms,  while  for  four  years  he  served  in  the  capacity  of  road  supervisor. 
In  religious  faith  he  is  a  Lutheran.  At  all  times  his  life  has  been  active,  useful 
and  honorable  and  it  is  his  genuine  personal  worth  that  has  gained  for  him  the 
favorable  position  which  he  occupies  in  the  regard  of  those  who  know  him. 


FELIX  E.  HALEY. 

No  name  is  more  inseparably  interwoven  with  the  history  of  the  State 
Traveling  Men’s  Association  of  Iowa  than  that  of  Felix  E.  Haley,  and  no 
record  which  has  had  to  do  with  the  upbuilding  of  what  is  today  an  im¬ 
portant  insurance  and  benefit  organization  is  more  honorable  and  commendable. 
All  through  his  life  Mr.  Haley  was  actuated  by  the  laudable  ambition  of  doing 
his  duty  faithfully  and  well  and  it  was  ever  the  duty  closest  at  hand  that  en¬ 
gaged  his  attention.  He  did  not  seek  the  far-off  tasks  which  are  often  chimer¬ 
ical  or  illusive  in  their  promises  of  success  but  felt  that  the  accomplishment  of 
the  work  of  each  day  would  fit  him  for  the  labors  of  the  succeeding  day. 
Wisdom  was  thus  shown  in  his  judgment  of  life  and  his  capability  at  length 
brought  him  prominence  and  honor  in  business  circles.  Iowa  is  proud  to  num¬ 
ber  him  among  her  native  sons.  His  birth  occurred  in  Mount  Pleasant,  May 
31,  1862,  his  parents  being  Timothy  and  Mary  Haley,  who  were  prosperous 
farming  people  of  Henry  county,  Iowa.  They  were  of  Irish  birth,  all  of  their 
ancestors  for  generations  having  lived  on  the  Emerald  isle,,  and  many  of  the 
sterling  traits  of  the  Celtic  race  were  manifest  in  their  lives. 

In  the  public  schools  near  Mount  Pleasant  Felix  E.  Haley  became  a  pupil 
at  the  usual  age,  and  later  he  attended  Howe’s  Academy  at  that  place.  He 
grew  to  manhood  upon  his  father’s  farm  and  in  his  youthful  days  received 
good  practical  training  in  the  work  of  the  fields.  Early  in  life  he  began  to  earn 
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his  own  living,  being  dependent  upon  his  own  efforts  from  that  time  until  his 
demise.  His  education  was  not  continued  uninterruptedly,  for  his  academical 
training  was  received  when  he  had  provided  the  means  for  its  pursuit.  After 
leaving  school  in  1883  he  was  at  once  elected  principal  of  the  public  schools  of 
New  London,  Iowa,  and  proved  a  competent  and  able  teacher,  devoting  four 
years  to  that  work,  during  which  period  he  proved  his  ability  to  impart  clearly 
and  readily  to  others  the  knowledge  that  he  had  acquired.  In  the  fall  of  1886 
he  became  associated  with  the  Iowa  State  Register  and  in  that  line  of  work 
at  once  achieved  success  as  traveling  representative  of  the  paper.  He  also  built 
up  a  large  acquaintance  in  that  connection  and  while  still  upon  the  road  his 
interest  in  the  Iowa  State  Traveling  Men's  Association  was  aroused.  He  rec¬ 
ognized  the  value  of  the  project  and  with  all  of  his  accustomed  energy  he 
devoted  himself  to  its  upbuilding,  his  labors  resulting  in  seeming  several  hun¬ 
dred  new  members.  His  work  in  this  direction  was  appreciated  and  -received 
substantial  recognition  in  his  election  in  1890  to  the  dual  office  of  secretary  and 
treasurer.  Soon  afterward  he  severed  his  connection  with  the  Iowa  State 
Register  to  devote  all  of  his  time  to  the  upbuilding  of  the  association  which  re¬ 
elected  him  secretary  and  treasurer  each  year  up  to  the  time  of  his  demise. 
Under  his  direction  and  as  the  result  of  his  carefully  formulated  plans  and 
untiring  energy  the  association  rapidly  developed,  becoming  one  of  the  strongest 
insurance  organizations  in  the  United  States,  paying  out  nearly  one  hundred 
thousand  dollars  in  funds.  It  is  doubtful  if  any  one  man  in  connection  with 
the  association  has  a  wider  acquaintance  and  stronger  friends  in  the  order  than 
had  Mr.  Haley.  Mr.  Haley  was  known  all  over  the  United  States  as  one  of 
the  best  informed  and  most  active  insurance  men  of  the  country.  He  was 
highly  esteemed  and  recognized  in  insurance  circles  as  a  very  thorough  man  in 
his  particular  line.  His  rare  faculty  of  remembering  names  and  faces  was  a 
great  aid  to  him  and  his  acquaintance  was  very  extensive. 

On  the  29th  of  January,  1895,  occurred  the  marriage  of  Felix  E.  Haley 
and  Miss  Katherine  A.  Norton,  and  unto  them  were  born  four  children,  Mary, 
Katherine,  Felix  and  Edward.  Mr.  Haley  held  membership  in  St.  Ambrose 
Catholic  church  and  at  the  time  of  his  death  was  state  secretary  for  the  Knights 
of  Columbus.  He  passed  away  August  22,  1905,  and  his  death  was  the  occa¬ 
sion  of  deep  sorrow  to  all  with  whom  he  had  been  associated.  He  had  high  ap¬ 
preciation  for  good  comradeship,  for  sterling  worth  on  the  part  of  his  fellow- 
men  and  for  the  expression  of  the  qualities  of  truth  and  upright  manhood. 
He  was  ever  ready  to  extend  a  helping  hand  or  speak  an  encouraging  word  and 
through  his  life  in  all  of  his  business  connections  he  wrought  not  only  for  his 
own  advancement  but  for  the  welfare  and  upbuilding  of  the  interests  with  which 
he  was  associated. 


WILLIAM  A.  SCHLOSSER. 

A  successful  farmer  and  a  public  citizen  who  recognizes  his  obligations  to 
the  county  and  state  William  A.  Schlosser  ranks  as  one  of  the  highly  useful  men 
of  Camp  township,  whose  influence  may  always  be  counted  upon  in  behalf  of 
the  best  interests  of  the  community.  He  is  a  native  of  Jasper  county,  Iowa, 
and  was  born  March  6,  1873*  ^  son  of  John  and  Barbara  (\  oik)  Schlosser,  both 
of  whom  were  born  in  Germany.  The  mother  arrived  in  Amer ica  w it h  her 
parents  when  she  was  eight  years  of  age  and  the  father  came  to  this  country 
at  the  age  of  sixteen.  He  located  at  Pella,  Iowa,  and  went  to  woik  as  a  farm 
hand,  later  renting  land  north  of  Pella  on  his  own  account,  which  he  cultiv  ated 
for  several  years.  Having  acquired  the  necessary  capital,  he  purchased  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  near  Prairie  City,  Iowa,  which  he  greatly  improved. 
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His  wife  died  in  1894  and  in  1900  he  retired  and  moved  to  Colfax  where  he 
now  lives,  having  reached  the  age  of  eighty-three  years.  He  owns  a  farm  near 
Colfax  which  he  is  renting. 

William  A.  Schlosser  attended  the  district  schools  of  Jasper  county  and 
assisted  his  father  in  farm  work  until  after  arriving  at  his  majority.  He  then 
associated  with  his  brother-in-law  and  they  rented  a  farm  for  two  years,  at  the 
end  of  which  time  Mr.  Schlosser  was  married  and  rented  a  place  near  Mitchell- 
ville  on  his  own  account.  After  one  year  he  moved  upon  two  hundred  and 
forty  acres  in  Camp  township,  which  he  has  since  cultivated  to  excellent  advan¬ 
tage.  He  raises  about  sixty  head  of  hogs  each  year  and  keeps  about  forty  head 
of  cattle  and  seventeen  head  of  horses.  In  addition  to  his  farming  interests  in 
Polk  county  he  owns  six  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  good  land  in  Canada  and  is 
a  stockholder  in  the  Farmers  Cooperative  Mercantile  Company  of  Runnells, 
Iowa. 

In  September,  1901,  Mr.  Schlosser  was  married  to  Miss  Lilly  Strain,  a 
daughter  of  David  and  Eliza  (Meyers)  Strain,  the  former  of  whom  was  born 
in  Ohio  and  the  latter  in  Indiana.  The  father  came  to  Iowa  in  his  boyhood  with 
his  parents  and  has  ever  since  been  identified  with  agriculture  and  stock-rais¬ 
ing  in  this  state.  He  lived  for  about  ten  years  in  Polk  county  but  is  now  making 
his  home  in  Jasper  county.  He  is  sixty-five  years  of  age  and  his  wife  has 
arrived  at  the  age  of  sixty-four.  Three  children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Schlosser,  namely:  Leta  E.,  who  is  eight  years  of  age;  Mildred  G.,  aged 
five  years ;  and  William  E.,  five  months  old. 

Politically  Mr.  Schlosser  supports  the  democratic  party  and  he  is  now  serv¬ 
ing  as  trustee  of  Camp  township.  Religiously  he  and  his  family  affiliate-  with 
the  Christian  church.  Modest  and  unassuming  in  his  manner,  he  has  never 
sought  notoriety,  but  his  aim  from  boyhood  has  been  to  win  a  competency  by 
straightforward  and  honorable  methods  and  to  merit  the  respect  of  his  fellow- 
men.  He  has  found  in  his  wife  a  worthy  assistant  and  they  have  many  friends 
and  acquaintances  who  are  attracted  by  those  qualities  which  the  world  over 
indicate  genuine  personal  worth. 


CLYDE  L.  HERRING. 

Clyde  L.  Herring,  handling  the  Ford,  Rambler,  and  Detroit  Electric  automo¬ 
biles,  is  the  proprietor  of  a  splendidly  equipped  garage  at  Nos.  912  and  914  Locust 
street  in  Des  Moines.  His  birth  occurred  in  Jackson  county,  Michigan,  on  the 
3d  of  May,  1879.  His  paternal  grandparents  emigrated  from  England  to  the 
United  States,  settling  in  Michigan.  James  G.  Herring,  the  father  of  our  sub¬ 
ject,  is  engaged  in  the  automobile  business  at  Atlantic,  Iowa,  conducting  a  branch 
store  under  the  name  of  the  Herring  Motor  Company.  His  wife,  who  bore  the 
maiden  name  of  Stella  M.  Addison,  is  also  yet  living.  They  have  three  chil¬ 
dren,  as  follows :  Clyde  L.,  of  this  review ;  Ernest  E.,  who  is  a  resident  of  At¬ 
lantic;  and  Mabel  J.,  the  wife  of  W.  E.  Wissler,  a  banker  of  Atlantic. 

Clyde  L.  Herring  obtained  his  education  in  the  common  schools  of  his  native 
state  and  after  putting  aside  his  text-books  learned  the  watchmaker’s  trade,  at 
which  he  worked  in  Detroit  for  ten  years.  Subsequently,  because  of  failing 
health,  he  spent  four  years  on  a  ranch  in  Colorado.  In  1904  he  came  to  Iowa, 
locating  in  Cass  county,  where  he  purchased  a  farm  of  twelve  hundred  acres 
.and  made  his  home  for  three  years.  On  the  expiration  of  that  period  he  em¬ 
barked  in  the  automobile  business  at  Atlantic,  there  remaining  for  two  years. 
In  February,  1910,  he  began  the  sale  of  motor  cars  in  Des  Moines,  opening  a 
store  at  Nos.  912  and  914  Locust  street,  where  he  has  since  built  up  a  success¬ 
ful  business  as  a  dealer  in  Ford,  Rambler  and  Detroit  Electric  automobiles.  He 
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also  conducts  a  supply  and  repair  department  and  furnishes  employment  to 
about  seventeen  men. 

In  February,  1901,  Mr.  Herring  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Emma 
Pearl  Spinney,  a  daughter  of  Dr.  Anson  B.  Spinney,  of  Denver.  They  now 
have  two  children:  La  Verne,  who  was  born  in  1904;  and  Lawrence,  whose 
birth  occurred  in  1908. 

In  politics  Mr.  Herring  is  a  republican,  while  fraternally  he  is  identified 
with  the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks.  He  is  also  a  member  of 
the  Commercial  Club  and  the  Hyperion  Club.  He  is  a  young  man  but  has 
already  attained  a  creditable  place  in  the  business  world  and,  judging  from  the 
past,  his  friends  readily  prophesy  a  still  more  prosperous  and  progressive 
future. 


GEORGE  COSSON. 

The  position  of  attorney  general  of  Iowa  came  to  George  Cosson  as  a  rec¬ 
ognition  of  his  superior  fitness  for  the  office.  He  had  previously  been  con¬ 
nected  with  the  work  of  framing  Iowa’s  laws  and  had  left  his  impress  upon  . 
several  enactments  whereby  the  interests  of  the  state  have  been  promoted ;  he 
had  proved  his  knowledge  of  the  law  in  the  capable  conduct  of  a  private  prac¬ 
tice  and  had  given  demonstration  of  his  fidelity  to  a  public  trust  by  previous 
service  as  county  attorney  and  as  special  counsel  under  Attorney  General  Byers. 
The  course  which  he  has  pursued  has  fully  justified  the  confidence  and  trust 
reposed  in  him  by  the  voters  of  the  state  and  his  record  is  a  credit  and  honor 
to  the  people  who  have  honored  him. 

Mr.  Cosson  is  a  native  of  Missouri,  his  birth  having  occurred  in  Laclede 
county,  January  21,  1876.  His  parents  were  George  Willis  and  Mary  Ann 
(McEnturff )  Cosson,  the  former  of  French  lineage,  although  born  in  St.  Louis, 
and  the  latter  a  native  of  Tennessee,  descended  from  English  and  German 
ancestry. 

George  Cosson  resided  with  his  parents  in  Missouri  until  about  five  years 
of  age,  when  a  removal  was  made  to  Manning,  Carroll  county,  Iowa,  where  he- 
acquired  his  early  education.  During  the  latter  part  of  his  school  days  there 
he  took  up  the  study  of  telegraphy  and  soon  afterward  accepted  a  position  as 
operator  for  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Railroad  Company  at  Man¬ 
ning.  He  continued  at  that  place  for  about  a  year,  and  later  occupied  a  similar 
position  at  Dedham.  He  was  subsequently  appointed  station  agent  at  Dawson 
and  was  the  youngest  agent  between  Omaha  and  that  point,  being  only  nineteen 
years  of  age  when  he  was  given  the  position.  He  continued  in  railroad  work 
for  about  five  years,  or  until  1896,  when  he  took  up  the  study  of  law,  reading 
in  the  office  and  under  the  direction  of  B.  I.  Salinger,  who  was  at  one  time 
supreme  court  reporter.  Later  he  attended  the  Northern  Indiana  Normal  Col¬ 
lege  at  Valparaiso,  Indiana,  pursuing  a  thirty  weeks’  course  in  1896.  He  finished 
his  law  studies  at  the  State  University  of  Iowa,  being  graduated  from  the  law 
department  with  the  class  of  1898.  The  same  year  he  located  for  practice  in 
Audubon,  Iowa,  and  since  that  time  has  been  a  representative  of  the  bar  there, 
being  now  senior  partner  of  the  law  firm  of  Cosson  &  Ross.  His  ability  as  a 
practitioner  before  the  courts  received  public  recognition  in  his  election  to  the 
office  of  county  attorney  of  Audubon  county,  which  position  he  filled  from  1904 
until  1906.  His  private  practice  steadily  grew  and  his  developing  powers  gave 
him  rank  with  the  leading  lawyers  of  his  section  of  the  state. 

In  1908  Mr.  Cosson  was  called  upon  to  aid  in  framing  the  laws  of  Iowa, 
being  elected  by  the  seventeenth  senatorial  district  to  the  upper  house  of  the 
state  legislature.  As  state  senator  he  was  the  author  of  several  important  meas¬ 
ures  generally  known  as  the  Cosson  laws,  these  being  a  series  of  law  enforcing 
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measures  which  have  not  only  had  a  marked  effect  on  conditions  in  Iowa  but 
which  have  furnished  an  example  that  has  been  followed  in  the  introduction  of 
similar  measures  in  many  other  states  of  the  Union.  His  position  has  never 
been  a  doubtful  one.  He  has  always  stood  firm  for  what  he  has  believed  to  be 
right  and  would  sacrifice  personal  interests  and  aggrandizement  any  time  to  the 
good  of  the  commonwealth.  He  has  a  most  high  sense  of  honor  in  regard  to 
public  office  and  the  obligations  that  devolve  upon  him.  In  1910  the  repub¬ 
lican  party  nominated  him  for  the  position  of  attorney  general  and  the  public 
indorsed  this  nomination  in  election.  He  had  previously  served  as  special 
counsel  under  Attorney  General  Byers  for  three  years,  from  1907  until  i9°9> 
and  this  gave  him  familiarity  with  the  duties  of  the  office  that  enabled  him  to 
readily  take  up  the  work  that  now  devolves  upon  him. 

On  the  28th  of  December,  1904,  Mr.  Cosson  was  married  to  Miss  Jennie  F. 
Riggs,  of  Indianola,  a  daughter  of  N.  H.  and  Catharine  (Elliott)  Riggs,  the 
former  a  retired  farmer  and  both  pioneer  settlers  of  Decatur  county,  Iowa. 
Unto  this  union  were  born  three  children:  Clarence  Lyman,  Mary  Katharine 

and  Jennie  Eleanor. 

Air.  Cosson  is  a  member  of  the  Grant  Club  and  belongs  to  the  Modern  Wood¬ 
men  of  America  and  the  Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen.  He  has  a  wide  ac¬ 
quaintance  among  the  prominent  men  of  the  state  and  wherever  he  goes  com¬ 
mands  confidence  and  respect,  but  his  high  character  is  evidenced  most  strongly 
by  the  fact  that  in  his  home  community  his  fellowmen  entertain  for  him  sincere 
friendship.  He  is  a  strong  and  able  lawyer.  The  limitations  which  are  im¬ 
posed  by  the  constitution  on  federal  powers  are  well  understood  by  him.  With 
the  long  line  of  decisions  from  Marshall  down,  by  which  the  constitution  has 
been  expounded,  he  is  familiar,  as  are  all  thoroughly  skilled  lawyers.  He  is 
at  home  in  all  departments  of  the  law,  from  the  minutiae  in  practice  to  the 
greater  topics  wherein  are  involved  the  consideration  of  the  ethics  and  the 
philosophy  of  jurisprudence  and  the  higher  concerns  of  public  policy.  But  he 
is  not  learned  in  the  law  alone,  for  he  has  studied  long  and  carefully  the  sub¬ 
jects  that  are  to  the  statesman  and  the  man  of  affairs  of  the  greatest  import— 
the  questions  of  finance,  political  economy,  sociology — and  has  kept  abreast  of 
the  best  thinking  men  of  the  age. 


JAMES  ADELBERT  MERRITT. 


Earnest  application,  intuitive  wisdom  and  logical  analysis .  have  been  the 
crowning  points  in  the  success  of  James  A.  Merritt  as  a  practitioner  at  the  bar 
of  Polk  county.  He  is  a  native  of  Livingston  county,  New  York,  born  October 
10,  1853.  His  father,  James  Brewster  Merritt,  was  born  near  Newburg,  New 
York,  and  after  arriving  at  years  of  maturity  married  Laura  Culver  Wing,  a 
native  of  Cape  Cod,  Massachusetts.  In  early  manhood  James  B.  Merritt  served 
an  apprenticeship  to  the  trade  of  ornamental  masonry.  Thinking  to  find  better 
business  opportunities  in  the  middle  west  than  could  be  obtained  in  the  east,  he 
came  to  Iowa  in  1855  and  settled  upon  a  farm  in  Tama  county,  where  he  car¬ 
ried  on  agricultural  pursuits  for  many  years.  His  wife  died  in  1876  and  he 
long  survived  her,  passing  away  in  February,  1897. 

James  A.  Merritt  was  educated  in  the  common  schools  of  pioneer  times 
and  in  the  Iowa  College  at  Grinnell,  after  which  he  entered  the  Ames  Agri¬ 
cultural  College,  wherein  he  spent  three  years.  He  was  also  foj  one  year  a 
student  in  the  State  University,  and  for  one  year  in  the  Leander  Clark  College, 
then  known  as  Western  College,  where  he  prepared  for  the  study  of  law.  He 
was  graduated  from  that  institution  with  the  Bachelor  of  Philosophy  degree 
and  then  began  his  law  reading  under  the  direction  of  Struble  &  Kinney,  the 
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senior  partner  being  Judge  Struble,  speaker  of  the  house  of  representatives 
while  the  junior  partner  was  Judge  Kinney,  afterward  supreme  justice 
Iowa.  He  continued  his  study  at  Toledo  for  a  time  and  in  March  1878  was 
admitted  to  the  bar  in  Tama  county.  He  afterward  practiced  in  Toledo  f 
some  time  alone  and  subsequently  was  associated  with  W  G ^  Sears  forn lerlj 
a  schoolmate,  under  the  firm  name  of  Merritt  &  Sears.  J"  l887,  A? ‘  p* Q  . 
ship  was  dissolved,  Mr.  Sears  removing  to  Sioux  City,  and  Mr.  Merritt  coming 
to  Des  Moines.  He  had  long  been  ambitious  to  begin  practice  in  a  larger  city, 
believing  that  it  would  afford  him  better  opportunity  and  give  him  ample  scope 
for  his  energy  and  determination— his  dominant  qualities.  He  removed  to  the 
capital,  but  retained  an  office  in  Toledo  for  a  time,  a  subsequent  partnei  oocing 
after  the  business  in  Toledo  where  the  practice  was  conducted  under  the  firm 
style  of  Merritt  &  Louthan.  After  a  short  time,  however,  this  partnership  was 
dissolved  and  Mr.  Merritt  has  since  been  alone  in  his  professional  work.  He 
prepares  his  cases  with  thoroughness,  losing  sight  of  no  point  bearing  upon  its 
cause  and  marshaling  the  facts  in  his  case  with  the  precision  of  a  military 

On  the  9th  of  August,  1882,  Mr.  Merritt  was  united  in  marriage  in  . Manon 
Linn  county',  Iowa,  to  Miss  Ida  L.  McClain,  a  daughter  of  James  and  Elizabeth 
McClain,  and  a  native  of  Rock  Island,  Illinois.  The  children  are :  Hazel  Es- 
tella,  now  the  wife  of  R.  A.  Gaynor,  of  Sioux  City;  Claud  W.,  .it  home,  and 
Luetta  Mae,  who  is  now  attending  Drake  University. 

Mr  Merritt  has  been  a  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity  since  1005. 
also  holds  membership  with  the  American  Patriots  and  the  Homesteaders.  In 
politics  he  is  an  active  republican,  but  has  never  been  an  office  seeker.  He 
served  as  city  attorney  of  Toledo,  Iowa,  for  a  year,  and  at  one  time  was  a  can¬ 
didate  for  the  office  of  city  attorney  of  Des  Moines,  but  was  defeated.  Earnest 
effort  close  application  and  the  exercise  of  his  native  talents  have  won  him  pres¬ 
tige  as  an  able  lawyer  at  the  bar  which  has  numbered  many  eminent  and  prom¬ 
inent  men.  His  clientage  is  now  large  and  of  a  distinctively  representative 

character. 


R.  PHILLIP  THURTLE,  Jr. 

R.  Phillip  Thurtle,  Jr.,  a  well  known  and  successful  farmer  and  stockman 
of  Walnut  township,  also  enjoys  an  extensive  practice  as  a  veterinary  surgeon. 
His  birth  occurred  in  Orleans  county,  New  York,  in  February,  i860,  his  parents 
being  Robert  P.  and  Sarah  (Cannon)  Thurtle,  both  of  whom  are  natives  of 
England.  When  a  young  man  of  eighteen  the  father  crossed  the  Atlantic  to 
the  United  States,  locating  in  Orleans  county,  New  York,  where  he  worked  as 
a  farm  hand  by  the  month  for  eight  years.  On  the  expiration  of  that  period 
he  rented  a  farm,  being  actively  engaged  in  its  operation  for  nine  years.  In 
1873  he  came  to  Polk  county,  Iowa,  locating  in  Walnut  township,  where  he 
purchased  an  improved  farm  of  eighty  acres,  paying  forty-five  dollars  an  acre 
for  the  property.  As  his  financial  resources  increased,  owing  to  his  unremitting 
industry  and  good  management,  he  extended  the  boundaries  of  his  farm  by  addi¬ 
tional  purchase  from  time  to  time  until  it  embraced  five  hundred  and  sixty 
acres.  The  operation  of  that  place  claimed  his  time  and  energies  until  1902, 
when  he  put  aside  the  active  work  of  the  fields  and  took  up  his  abode  in  \  a  ey 
Junction,  where  he  and  his  wife  are  now  living  in  honorable  retirement.  I  ne 
period  of  their  residence  in  this  county  covers  almost  four  decades  and  they 
enjoy  a  wide  and  favorable  acquaintance  within  its  borders. 

R.  Phillip  Thurtle,  who  was  a  lad  of  seven  years  when  he  came  to  folk 
county  with  his  parents,  obtained  his  early  education  in  Walnut  township  and 
subsequently  entered  Ames  College,  being  graduated  from  that  institution  with 
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the  class  of  1887,  after  pursuing  a  general  course  for  one  year  and  completing 
the  three  years  course  in  veterinary  surgery  in  two  years.  He  then  practiced 
his  profession  in  association  with  Hr.  Howell  of  Des  Aloines  for  three  years 
but  on  the  expiration  of  that  period  returned  to  his  father’s  farm  in  Walnut 
township  and  has  since  been  actively  engaged  in  its  operation.  In  connection 
with  his  agricultural  interests  he  has  also  devoted  considerable  attention  to 
veterinary  surgery,  now  enjoying  an  enviable  practice.  Dr.  Thurtle  is  also  quite 
✓extensively  engaged  in  the  stock  business,  keeping  twenty-eight  head  of  horses 
and  from  eighty  to  one  hundred  and  fifty  head  of  hogs.  He  feeds  from  one 
to  three  carloads  of  cattle  annually  and  is  joint  owner  of  one  hundred  and  five 
acres  of  land  on  section  j,  Walnut  township.  In  his  various  undertakings  he 
has  won  a  gratifying  measure  of  success  and  is  widely  recognized  as  one  of  the 
substantial  and  respected  citizens  of  the  community. 

On  the  8th  of  January,  1895,  Dr.  Thurtle  was  joined  in  wedlock  to  Miss 
Martha  E.  Askew,  a  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Mary  (Entwistle)  Askew,  the 
former  a  native  of  England  and  the  latter  of  Illinois.  The  father,  who  came  to 
Iowa  about  1857,  here  devoted  his  attention  to  general  agricultural  pursuits 
throughout  the  remainder  of  his  life.  His  demise  occurred  in  1900,  while  his 
wife  was  called  to  her  final  rest  in  1907.  Unto  Mr.  and  Airs.  Thurtle  have  been 
born  four  children,  namely:  Alene  F.,  born  in  October,  1897;  Robert  J.,  born  in 
October,  1904 ;  Mabel,  born  in  June,  1908;  and  Helen,  who  passed  away  in 
1903. 

Dr.  Thurtle  is  a  democrat  in  politics  and  has  served  as  school  director  and 
road  supervisor  of  Walnut  township.  Fraternally  he  is  identified  with  the 
Benevolent  Protective  Order  of  Elks  at  Des  Moines  and  the  Modern  Woodmen 
of  America.  Mrs.  Thurtle  is  a  member  of  the  Christian  church,  but  he  is  not 
affiliated  with  any  church,  although  he  contributes  to  and  supports  all  denom¬ 
inations.  He  is  a  man  of  many  friends  and  has  long  been  numbered  among  the 
valued  citizens  of  Walnut  township. 


CHARLES  COM  MI  NS  NYE. 

One  of  the  greatest  factors  in  the  success  of  a  man  filling'  a  position  of 
public  trust  is  a  competent  and  at  the  same  time  discreet,  tactful  and  trust¬ 
worthy  private  secretary.  In  recognition  of  this  fact  Governor  Carroll  gave 
much  consideration  to  the  merits  of  the  various  men  brought  to  his  notice  for 
the  position,  finally  deciding  upon  the  young  political  writer  of  the  Des  Moines 
Capital,  Charles  Commins  Nye.  That  his  choice  was  to  his  satisfaction  is  evi¬ 
denced  by  the  fact  that  for  a  period  of  three  years  Mr.  Nye  has  continued  in 
the  capacity  of  secretary  to  Iowa’s  governor.  A  native  of  Iowa,  he  was  born 
in  Fontanelle  on  the  3d  of  February,  1879,  his  parents  being  the  Rev.  C.  L.  and 
Ada  (Commins)  Nye,  the  father  originally  coming  from  Massachusetts  and 
the  mother  from  Connecticut.  The  parents  are  both  representatives  of  old  New 
England  families,  however,  the  early  paternal  ancestors  of  Air.  Nye  having 
come  to  Alassachusetts  in  the  Abigail  in  1635,  some  of  their  descendants  later 
participating  in  the  Revolution.  The  Rev.  C.  L.  Nye,  who  is  a  minister  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  denomination,  is  a  member  of  the  upper  Iowa  conference 
and  has  for  many  years  filled  the  pulpits  of  the  principal  towns  of  southwestern 
Iowa,  his  present  charge  being  at  Toledo,  this  state. 

Owing  to  the  frequent  change  of  his  father’s  pastorate  Air.  Nye  pursued  his 
education  in  the  common  schools  of  the  various  towns  and  counties  where  the 
family  resided  during  his  boyhood  and  youth,  being  graduated  from  the  high 
school  at  Perry  in  1896.  Subsequently  he  matriculated  at  Cornell  College  at 
Alount  Vernon  by  which  institution  he  was  awarded  the  degree  of  bachelor  of 
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philosophy  with  the  class  of  1901.  Immediately  following  the  completion  of 
his  education  he  engaged  in  newspaper  work,  his  first  efforts  in  this  direction 
having  been  on  one  of  the  Perry  papers  in  1896  just  after  he  left  high  school. 
That  in  the  choice  of  a  vocation  he  decided  upon  something  to  which  he  was 
fitted  by  nature  is  indicated  by  the  fact  that  at  the  age  of  twenty-five  he  came 
from  Sioux  City,  where  he  occupied  a  place  on  the  staff  of  the  Sioux  City  Jour¬ 
nal,  to  Des  Moines  to  become  city  editor  of  the  Register  and  Leader,  which  po¬ 
sition  he  most  ably  filled  for  three  years,  following  which  he  became  city  editor 
and  political  writer  of  the  Des  Moines  Capital  from  which  position  he  withdrew 
to  enter  the  service  of  Governor  Carroll. 

While  in  college  Mr.  Nye  joined  Sigma  Nu  fraternity  in  which  he  at  present 
holds  a  national  office  and  he  also  belongs  to  the  Grand  View  Golf  and  Country 
Club  and  the  Sons  of  the  American  Revolution.  Needless  to  say  his  political 
Hews  coincide  with  the  old-time  principals  of  the  republican  party.  'He  was 
married  in  1911  to  Miss  Ethel  Eckert  of  Northwood,  Iowa,  a  member  of  one  of 
the  prominent  families  of  northern  Iowa.  During  the  period  of  his  residence 
in  Des  Moines  Mr.  Nye  has  become  recognized  as  one  of  the  young  men  with 
a  future,  as  his  mental  endowments,  personality  and  determination  of  purpose 
must  make  for  success  in  any  venture  upon  which  he  may  concentrate  his  efforts. 


GEORGE  V.  MOWEN. 

George  V.  Mowen,  the  owner  of  two  hundred  acres  of  land  in  Washington 
township,  is  actively  and  successfully  engaged  in  the  pursuits  of  farming  and 
stock-raising.  His  birth  occurred  in  Ogle  county,  Illinois,  on  the  25th  of  Feb¬ 
ruary,  1866,  his  parents  being  Emanuel  and  Charlotte  (Nalley)  Mowen,  who  are 
natives  of  Pennsylvania  and  Maryland  respectively.  The  father,  an  agricultur¬ 
ist  by  occupation,  took  up  his  abode  in  Ogle  county,  Illinois,  at  an  early  day  and 
was  there  married.  He  followed  farming  in  that  county  until  1873,  when  he 
came  to  Polk  county,  Iowa,  and  purchased  a  tract  of  land  in  Washington  town¬ 
ship,  cultivating  the  same  for  one  year.  On  the  expiration  of  that  period  he 
disposed  of  the  property  and  bought  an  improved  farm  of  eighty  acres  in  the 
same  township,  later  buying  another  eighty,  the  operation  of  which  claimed  his 
time  and  energies  until  1899.  In  that  year  he  sold  the  home  place  of  eighty 
acres  and  took  up  his  abode  at  Maxwell,  Iowa,  where  he  has  since  resided. 
After  putting  aside  the  active  work  of  the  fields  he  sold  the  second  tract  of 
eighty  acres  to  our  subject.  He  has  now  attained  the  age  of  eighty-two,  while 
his  wife  is  seventy-three  years  old. 

George  V.  Mowen  attended  school  in  Ogle  county,  Illinois,  for  one  term  and 
when  a  lad  of  eight  years  came  to  Polk  county,  Iowa,  with  his  parents,  con¬ 
tinuing  his  studies  in  the  district  schools  of  Washington  township.  After  at¬ 
taining  his  majority  he  started  out  as  an  agriculturist  on  his  own  account, 
operating  a  rented  farm  for  two  seasons  and  boarding  with  his  parents.  He 
was  then  married  and  continued  farming  as  a  renter  for  two  more  years.  On 
the  expiration  of  that  period  lie  purchased  a  partly  improved  tract  of  eighty  acres 
and  has  since  brought  the  place  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation.  As  his  finan¬ 
cial  resources  increased,  owing  to  his  untiring  industry  and  capable  manage¬ 
ment,  he  augmented  his  holdings  by  additional  purchase  until  they  now  embrace 
two  hundred  acres  of  rich  and  productive  land.  In  connection  with  the  tilling 
of  the  soil  he  raises  fifty  head  of  hogs  annually  and  keeps  about  forty  head  of 
cattle  and  ten  head  of  horses.  He  is  practical  in  his  methods  and  his  intense 
and  well  directed  activity  constitutes  the  basis  of  the  gratifying  success  which 
has  crowned  his  efforts  as  a  farmer  and  stockman.  The  People’s  State  Bank 
at  Maxwell  numbers  him  among  its  stockholders. 
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On  the  7th  of  October,  1888,  Mr.  Mowen  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Anna  B.  Hartung,  a  daughter  of  William  and  Mary  (Kopf)  Hartung,  both  of 
whom  were  natives  of  Germany.  The  father  crossed  the  Atlantic  to  the  United 
States  in  1858,  locating  in  Washington  township,  Polk  county,  where  he  pur¬ 
chased  a  farm  in  association  with  his  brother,  improving  the  property  and  op¬ 
erating  the  same  until  1892.  In  that  year  he  put  aside  the  active  work  of  the 
fields  and  took  up  his  abode  at  Colfax,  Iowa,  where  he  resided  for  six  years. 
The  remainder  of  his  life  was  spent  in  Des  Moines,  where  he  passed  away  in 
March,  1911.  His  widow  now  makes  her  home  with  her  children. 

Since  age  conferred  upon  him  the  right  of  franchise  Mr.  Mowen  has  supported 
the  men  and  measures  of  the  republican  party,  believing  that  its  principles  are 
most  conducive  to  good  government.  For  a  period  of  eight  years  he  served 
as  trustee  of  Washington  township.  Both  he  and  his  wife  are  devoted  and  con¬ 
sistent  members  of  the  Evangelical  church,  exemplifying  its  teachings  in  their 
daily  lives.  Well  known  in  the  county  where  he  has  resided  from  early  boy¬ 
hood  days,  Mr.  Mowen  enjoys  a  wide  acquaintance  here  and  has  won  uniform 
trust  and  good  will  by  reason  of  a  life  which  in  all  of  its  phases  has  been  straight¬ 
forward  and  honorable. 


JOHN  A.  KAVANAUGH. 

The  man  who  begins  in  a  humble  capacity  in  a  large  manufacturing  concern 
and  works  his  way  through  to  a  position  as  manager  may  be  safely  designated 
as  a  success  in  the  line  he  has  chosen.  Having  learned  the  business  by  actual 
experience,  he  has  a  practical  knowledge  of  its  details  and  is  qualified  to  pass 
upon  those  questions  that  arise  in  the  conduct  of  affairs  from  day  to  day.  Such 
a  man  is  John  A.  Kavanaugh,  manager  of  the  Des  Moines  house  of  the  Ra- 
cine-Sattley  Company,  whose  general  headquarters  are  at  Racine,  Wisconsin. 

Mr.  Kavanaugh  was  born  at  Springfield,  Illinois,  May  16,  1880,  a  son  of  An¬ 
drew  J.  and  Anne  E.  (Gallagher)  Kavanaugh,  both  of  whom  were  of  Irish  an¬ 
cestry.  The  father  was  born  at  Springfield,  February  14,  1850.  He  studied 
civil  engineering  and  became  a  prominent  factor  in  the  profession,  receiving 
the  recognition  of  government  experts  and  being  employed  upon  government 
works.  He  was  also  a  well  known  railroad  builder  and  surveyed  routes  for  a 
number  of  lines  in  Illinois.  He  died  at  Springfield,  in  1888,  while  in  the  midst 
of  an  active  and  honorable  career.  The  beloved  mother  was  married  to  Mr. 
Kavanaugh  at  Springfield  in  June,  1878,  and  is  still  living  at  the  family  home 
in  that.  city..  John  B.  Kavanaugh,  the  grandfather,  came  to  America  from  Ire¬ 
land  with  his  wife  in  the  early  days  of  Illinois  and  located  on  a  farm  just  out¬ 
side  of  Springfield,  the  country  in  that  section  being  then  very  sparsely  settled. 
He  learned  civil  engineering  and  with  the  assistance  of  his  son,  platted  the  city 
of  Springfield,  and  it  is  said  that  the  lines  which  they  ran  have  never  up  to  the 
present  time  been  changed.  He  was  a  highly  respected  and  influential  man  and 
the  farm  on  which  he  first  located  has  always  remained  in  possession  of  the 
family.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hugh  Gallagher,  the  grandparents  on  the  mother’s  side, 
also  came  from  Ireland  and  settled  in  Illinois.  Mr.  Gallagher  was  an  army  con¬ 
tractor  at  the  time  of  the  Civil  war  and  became  very  wTealthy. 

John  A.  Kavanaugh  received  his  early  education  in  the  public  schools  of 
Springfield  and,  having  decided  upon  a  business  career,  began  in  the  employ  of 
the  Sattley  Manufacturing  Company.  He  started  as  office  boy  and  passed  through 
various  positions  as  clerk,  bookkeeper,  traveling  salesman,  sales  manager  and 
manager,  occupying  the  latter  position  at  Des  Moines  since  June,  1908.  He  has 
acquitted  himself  so  admirably  that  there  is  no  doubt  of  his  continued  advance¬ 
ment  in  the  business  world.  He  is  a  good  judge  of  human  nature  and  that  he 
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is  abundantly  supplied  with  pluck  and  energy  has  been  fully  demonstrated.  He 
now  has  charge  of  a  force  of  twenty-six  employes  and  the  ease  and  celerity 
with  which  business  moves  from  day  to  day  speaks  in  no  uncertain  terms  of 
the  tact  and  skill  of  the  manager. 

On  the  24th  of  October,  1905,  Mr.  Kavanaugh  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Miss  Kathryn  Fisher,  a  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  B.  Fisher,  of  Spring- 
field,  Illinois.  Mr.  Fisher  established  the  first  brewery  at  Springfield,  when  it 
was  but  a  small  village,  and  conducted  the  same  until  his  death,  which  occurred 
in  1890.  Two  children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kavanaugh:  John  A., 
Jr.,  born  at  Springfield,  May  20,  1907;  and  Mary,  born  in  Des  Moines  February 
4,  1911. 

Mr.  Kavanaugh  and  his  wife  are  both  consistent  members  of  the  Catholic 
church  and  he  is  identified  with  the  Knights  of  Columbus  and  also  with  the 
Grant  and  Hyperion  Clubs.  He  is  a  man  of  powerful  physique,  with  .a  strong 
inclination  for  outdoor  diversions,  which  he  gratifies  when  opportunity  and  the 
claims  of  business  permit.  He  is  active  and  energetic  in  the  performance  of 
his  responsibilities,  and  is  recognized  among  business  men  as  a  growing  factor 
in  the  commercial  life  of  Des  Moines.  He  owes  his  success  to  a  laudable  am¬ 
bition  which  early  manifested  itself  and  which  has  led  him  to  deserved  victory. 


GEORGE  J.  DELMEGE. 

George  J.  Delmege,  well  known  in  Des  Moines,  was  the  organizer  and  pro¬ 
prietor  of  two  of  the  strong  fire  insurance  organizations  of  Iowa,  the  Anchor 
Fire  Insurance  Company  and  the  Century  Fire  Insurance  Company  of  Des 
Moines.  He  was  president  of  the  latter  from  its  organization  in  1900  until 
February,  1911,  when  he  resigned  and  retired  from  the  business  together  with 
all  of  the  stockholders,  for  at  that  time  the  entire  stock  was  sold.  Under  his 
able  management  and  direction  a  good  business  had  been  built  up,  an  extensive 
clientele  had  been  secured  and  its  numerous  policies  represented  a  large  figure. 
In  the  organization  of  the  company  and  the  executive  direction  of  its  business 
Mr.  Delmege  proved  himself  a  man  of  strong  and  forceful  powers,  capable  of 
promoting  important  and  intricate  interests.  He  was  born  November  25,  1853, 
in  Bristol,  Kendall  county,  Illinois,  a  son  of  Christopher  and  Rebecca  (Holmes) 
Delmege,  both  of  whom  were  representatives  of  old  families  of  Ireland  and 
were  born  in  that  country.  They  also  spent  their  youthful  days  on  the  Emerald 
isle  and  were  there  married.  On  coming  to  America  in  1844  they  settled  at 
Bristol,  Illinois,  and  in  1858  removed  to  Henry  county,  that  state,  whence  in 
1869  they  came  to  Iowa.  The  father  there  purchased  land  at  three  dollars  and 
seventy-five  cents  per  acre  that  today  is  forth  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  dol¬ 
lars  per  acre.  He  continued  to  engage  in  general  farming  up  to  the  time  of 
his  death,  which  occurred  in  1893,  while  his  wife  passed  away  in  September, 
1897.  In  their  family  were  seven  children. 

George  J.  Delmege,  the  youngest,  acquired  his  early  education  in  the  public 
schools  of  Peoria,  Illinois,  and  afterward  attended  the  district  schools  of  Union 
county,  Iowa.  He  was  also  a  student  in  Simpson  College  at  Indianola  and  put 
aside  his  text-books  at  the  close  of  his  junior  year,  when  twenty-three  years  of 
age.  For  a  time  he  engaged  in  teaching  in  Polk  county  and  also  in  Union  county 
but  only  devoted  a  brief  period  to  that  profession,  after  which  he  purchased  a 
newspaper  called  the  Western  Workman  at  Corning,  Iowa.  This  was  in  1880. 
He  continued  to  publish  and  edit  the  paper  until  the  close  of  the  presidential 
campaign  in  which  Garfield  and  Hancock  were  contestants.  He  then  disposed 
of  the  paper  and  returned  to  Creston  where  he  was  appointed  district  agent 
for  the  Home  Life  Insurance  Company  of  Burlington.  A  little  later  he  accepted 
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the  state  agency  of  the  Mutual  Reserve  Life  Insurance  Company  of  New  York 

and  likewise  conducted  a  local  fire  insurance  agency  in  Creston.  In  1882  he 
was  elected  county  superintendent  of  schools  there  and  filled -the  office  for  one 
term,  after  which  he  declined  a  reelection  because  of  the  demands  made  upon 
his  time  by  his  increasing  business.  In  1889  he  organized  the  Anchor  Fire  In¬ 
surance  Company  of  Iowa  and  became  its  first  secretary  while  later  he  was 
elected  to  the  presidency.  In  1895  he  removed  the  Anchor  to  Des  Moines  and 
continued  to  serve  as  president  until  1900,  when  he  sold  his  interest  therein  and 
organized  the  Century  Fire  Insurance  Company  of  Des  Moines,  of  which  he 
became  president,  making  it  one  of  the  leading  fire  insurance  companies  of  the 
s*a*U  ,  ,  .  e  ^rom  puccess  in  this  connection  Mr.  Delmege  has  operated 

profitably  in  realty  and  is  now  the  owner  of  extensive  city  holdings  and  lands 

elsewhere  _  He  seldom  if  ever  makes  a  mistake  in  matters  of  business  judgment 
and  thus  his  investments  have  been  judicially  placed  and  have  brought  to  him  a 
substantial  and  gratifying  annual  return. 

On  the  24th  of  December,  1878,  Mr.  Delmege  was  married  in  Lacona,  Iowa, 
to  Miss  Clara  B.  Myers,  who  was  born  in  that  town  on  the  29th  of  September’ 
1861,  a  daughter  of  Isaac  and  Eliza  (Lee)  Myers.  They  have  become  the  parents 
of  a. daughter,  Loraine  Lee  Delmege,  who  was  born  in  Lacona,  August  9.  1882, 
and  is  the  wife  of  Charles  O.  Goodwin,  of  Des  Moines,  who  is  now  adjuster  for 
the  Century  Fire  Insurance  Company. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Goodwin  are  noted  musicians.  Mrs.  Goodwin  studied  vocal 
music  in  Boston  and  for  a  number  of  years  was  soprano  soloist  in  the  choir  of 
the  Central  Christian  church.  Mr.  Goodwin  is  a  celebrated  pianist. 

In  his  political  views  Mr.  Delmege  is  a  democrat,  identified,  however,  with 
that  branch  of  the  party  which  supports  the  wholesome  and  purifying  reforms 
that  have  been  growing  up  in  the  political  organizations  of  the  country.  He 
is  not  an  active  political  worker,  yet  his  influence  is  on  the  side  of  improvement 
and  he  stands  at  all  times  for  that  which  is  best  in  citizenship.  Fraternally  he 
is  connected  with  the  Benevolent  Protective  Order  of  Elks  and  the  Ancient 
Order  of  United  Workmen.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Christian  Science  church 
and  belongs  to  no  clubs,  preferring  to  spend  his  leisure  hours  in  the  compan¬ 
ionship  of  his  family  and  fi lends.  In  company  with  his  wife  he  has  traveled 
quite  extensively  and  has  contriouted  a  number  of  articles  to  magazines  con¬ 
cerning  his .  travels.  He  has  visited  all  parts  of  the  United  States  and  has 
illustrated  his  articles  with  photographs  taken  by  himself  and  his  wife.  In  social 
circles  both  Air.  and  Airs.  Delmege  are  prominent  and  in  Des  Atoines  as  well 
as  m  other  parts  of  the  state  they  have  many  friends. 


ALBERT  M.  THURTLE. 

Albert  M.  Thurtle,  a  prosperous  farmer  and  stockman  of  Walnut  township, 
was  born  in  Orleans  county,  New  York,  on  the  7th  of  September,  1869,  his 
parents  being  Robert  P.  and  Sarah  (Cannon)  Thurtle,  who  are  mentioned  at 
greater  length  on  another  page  of  this  work  in  connection  with  the  sketch  of 
R.  Phillip  Thurtle,  a  brother  of  our  subject. 

Mr.  Thurtle  of  this  review,  who  was  but  four  years  old  when  brought  to  this 
county  by  his  parents,  received  his  education  in  Walnut  township  and  also 
attended  the  Iowa  Business  College.  After  putting  aside  his  text-books  he 
joined  his  father  in  business,  raising  graded  stock  quite  extensively  until  Alarch, 
1905,  when  the  partnership  was  terminated  by  the  father's  retirement.  At  that 
time  Air.  Thurtle  formed  a  partnership  with  his  brother-in-law,-  Henry  J.  Smith, 
and  the  two  gentlemen  have  operated  the  old  Thurtle  home  farm  of  three  hun¬ 
dred  and  fifty  acres  continuously  since.  They  are  also  engaged  in  the  stock  bus- 
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iness  on  an  extensive  scale,  generally  having  on  hand  from  seventy-five  to  one 
hundred  and  thirty  head  of  cattle,  two  hundred  and  fifty  head  of  hogs  and  thirty 
head  of  horses  and  mules.  Mr.  Thurtle  owns  five  business  houses  in  Valley 
Junction  and  has  a  half  interest  in  one  hundred  and  five  acres  of  rich  and  pro¬ 
ductive  land  on  section  7,  Walnut  township,  the  other  half  being  owned  by  his 
brother,  R.  Phillip.  He  is  likewise  a  stockholder  and  director  of  the  First  Na¬ 
tional  Bank  at  Valley  Junction  and  well  deserves  recognition  among  the  suc¬ 
cessful  and  enterprising  residents  of  the  community. 

Mr.  Thurtle  has  never  been  married  and  resides  with  his  brother-in-law, 
Henry  J.  Smith.  His  political  allegiance  is  given  to  the  democracy,  while  fra¬ 
ternally  he  is  identified  with  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  the  Modern  Woodmen  of 
America,  the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks  at  Des  Moines  and  the 
Masonic  lodge  at  Valley  Junction.  He  attends  the  services  of  the  Methodist 
church  and  enjoys  the  warm  regard  and  esteem  of  all  who  know  him. 


W.  C.  HAYWARD. 

A  life  of  well  directed  activity  has  brought  to  W.  C.  Hayward  a  substantial 
measure  of  success  and  also  gained  for  him  the  respect  and  goodwill  of  his 
fellowmen,  who  see  in  him  those  substantial  elements  which  constitute  the  good 
citizen.  He  has  long  been  prominently  identified  with  financial  interests  and 
has  also  taken  a  very  active  and  prominent  part  in  public  affairs  and  is  today  oc¬ 
cupying  one  of  the  highest  offices  at  Des  Moines,  being  secretary  of  state. 

His  early  home  was  in  New  York,  for  he  was  born  in  Cattaraugus  county, 
on  the  22d  of  November,  1847,  and,  although  his  parents  were  of  American 
birth,  they  were  of  English,  Scotch  and  Irish  descent.  He  was  thirteen  years 
of  age  on  the  removal  of  the  family,  in  the  spring  of  1861,  to  Dakota  county, 
Minnesota,  where  the  following  three  years  were  spent,  and  in  1864  came  to 
Iowa.  He  made  his  home  in  Hancock  county  until  1867  and  then  removed  to 
Winnebago  county.  He  was  reared  to  agricultural  pursuits  and  obtained  his 
early  education  partly  in  the  district  school,  but  mostly  under  the  tutorship  of 
his  father,  a  school  teacher  of  long  standing.  During  his  vacations  he  worked 
on  the  farm  and  for  a  time  was  also  employed  as  a  clerk  in  a  store.  Several 
terms  were  devoted  to  teaching  school  and  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  he  became 
a  member  of  the  first  class  at  the  opening  of  the  State  College  of  Agriculture 
and  Mechanic  Arts  at  Ames,  where  he  continued  his  studies  until  the  middle  of 
his  junior  year. 

Mr.  Hayward  then  returned  to  Winnebago  county  and  was  elected  county 
surveyor  and  while  filling  that  office  also  became  half  owner  of  the  Winnebago 
Press.  In  1873  he  sold  his  interest  in  the  paper  to  his  partner  and  removed 
to  Garner,  Hancock  county,  buying  the  Hancock  Signal,  of  which  he  was  editor 
and  publisher  for  eleven  years,  at  the  same  time  filling  the  position  of  postmaster 
of  the  town.  At  the  end  of  that  time  he  resigned  his  office  and  sold,  his  paper. 
Soon  afterward  he  assisted  in  organizing  and  became  cashier  of  the  City  Bank 
of  Garner,  which  was  afterward  merged  with  the  Hancock  County  Bank  into 
the  First  National  Bank.  He  also  helped  to  organize  and  was  one  of  the  offi¬ 
cers  of  the  company  that  built  the  so-called  Slippery  Elm  Railroad  from  below 
Eldora  through  that  city  to  Iowa  Falls  and  Alden,  now  a  part  of  the  Chicago  & 
Northwestern  railway  system.  In  business  affairs  he  steadily  prospered  and 
at  length  became  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Finch  &  Hayward,  doing  a  large  grain, 
coal  and  stock  business  at  twenty-five  stations  in  Iowa,  Minnesota  and  South 
Dakota.  In  1886  the  firm  moved  their  headquarters  to  Davenport  and  Mr.  Hay¬ 
ward  has  since  made  that  city  his  home.  He  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the 
Union  Savings  Bank  of  Davenport  and  was  its  president  for  several  years,  also 
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serving  as  president  of  the  Davenport  National  Bank.  At  this  writing  he  is 
president  and  principal  owner  of  the  Davenport  Ladder  Company,  a  flourishing 
manufacturing  institution  located  in  his  home  city  of  Davenport  and  managed 
by  one  of  his  sons. 

Although  his  time  has  been  largely  taken  up  with  his  business  interests,  he 
has  never  neglected  his  duties  of  citizenship  and  has  endeavored  to  bear  his  part 
in  public  affairs.  For  nine  years  he  was  a  member  of  the  Davenport  school 
board  and  in  1897  was  elected  to  the  state  senate.  So  acceptably  did  he  fill  the 
latter  position  that  he  was  reelected  in  1901  and  was  a  member  of  the  upper 
house  during  the  twenty-seventh,  twenty-eighth,  twenty-ninth,  thirtieth  and  thir¬ 
ty-first  general  assemblies.  In  1906  he  was  elected  secretary  of  state,  was  re¬ 
elected  to  that  position  in  1908  and  again  in  1910.  Since  attaining  his  majority 
he  has  always  affiliated  with  the  republican  party  and  has  long  been  regarded  as 
a  leader  in  public  affairs.  Genial  and  pleasant  in  manner,  he  has  become  quite 
popular  and  has  a  very  wide  acquaintance  throughout  the  state,  especially  among 
those  who  have  been  active  in  shaping  the  course  of  public  affairs. 


DEYET  WEEKS. 

Now  and  again  there  comes  to  the  front  in  business  circles  a  man  who  has 
the  initiative  elements  and  the  pioneer  spirit  developed  strongly  enough  in  his 
nature  so  that  he  forges  ahead  of  others  inaugurating  new  plans,  and  by  reason 
of  executive  force  as  well  as  keen  sagacity  carries  them  forward  to  successful 
completion.  To  this  class  Deyet  Weeks  belonged  and  in  the  conduct  of  his 
business  met  with  success  such  as  comes  from  the  marking  out  of  new  paths 
and  the  development  of  plans  hitherto  untried.  His  sound  judgment  enabled  him 
to  make  no  mistake  and  as  the  result  of  his  energy  and  enterprise  he  came  to 
rank  with  the  prominent  business  men  of  Des  Moines.  Mr.  Weeks  was  born 
December  11,  1866,  on  a  farm  near  Toddville,  Linn  county,  Iowa.  His  father, 
Dr.  Charles  Weeks,  left  his  home  in  Cortland  county,  New  York,  at  the  age  of 
sixteen  years  and  became  a  resident  of  Iowa  in  the  early  ’50s,  settling  in  Linn 
county.  He  married  Laura  Davis  Chamberlain,  a  daughter  of  William  and 
Raechel  Chamberlain  and  a  sister  of  Davis  S.  and  Lowell  Chamberlain,  of  Des 
Moines. 

In  his  youthful  days,  Deyet  Weeks  was  a  pupil  in  the  common  schools  of 
Iowa  and  Kansas  and  afterward  attended  the  high  school  of  Denver,  Colorado, 
but  did  not  graduate.  He  made  his  entrance  into  business  life  as  an  employe 
in  the  laboratory  of  the  Chamberlain  Medicine  Company,  which  he  afterward 
represented  upon  the  road  as  a  traveling  salesman  with  the  state  of  Iowa  as 
his  regular  territory,  although,  at  different  times  he  covered  most  of  the  states 
west  of  the  Mississippi.  During  that  period  he  established  friendships  that 
later  became  of  value  to  him  from  a  business  as  well  as  a  social  relation. 

A  laudable  ambition  prompted  him  to  engage  in  business  on  his  own  account 
and,  in  1897,  he  severed  his  connection  with  the  Chamberlain  Medicine  Com¬ 
pany  and  joined  his  brothers,  Carl  and  Leo,  in  organizing  the  firm  of  D.  Weeks 
&  Company,  for  the  manufacture  of  proprietary  medicines.  When  the  business 
was  first  established  there  was  no  thought  of  departing  from  the  usual  methods 
of  securing  trade  through  the  agency  of  salesmen  and  newspaper  advertis¬ 
ing.  The  brothers,  however,  soon  found  that  they  did  not  have  the  necessary 
capital  to  successfully  continue  their  business  along  the  old  established  lines 
and  were,  perforce,  compelled  to  adopt  some  other  plan  of  sale.  Deyet  Weeks 
first  planned  to  make  a  very  extensive  trip,  but  when  the  time  came  to  start  it 
was  found  that  the  funds  in  the  treasury  were  not  sufficient  to  purchase  rail¬ 
road  transportation.  Then  the  very  unusual  idea  occurred  to  him  that  if  he 
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could  not  call  on  prospective  patrons  in  person  he  could,  at  an  expense  of  two 
cents,  reach  them,  make  them  as  good  an  offer  as  he  would  have  been  able  to 
do  in  a  personal  visit,  and  then  rebate  them  the  amount  saved  bv  securing  their 
orders  by  mail  instead  of  through  the  expensive  method  of  personal  sales¬ 
manship..  At  first  about  fifty  letters  written  in  longhand  were  sent  out  and  to 
the  surprise  of  the  members  of  the  company  forty  of  these  letters  produced  or¬ 
ders  fully  as  large,  if  not  larger,  than  could  have  been  sold  by  a  personal  visit, 
and  the  saving  to  both  the  manufacturer  and  the  dealer  was  surprisingly  great! 
Then  and  there  was  implanted  the  idea  of  a  mail  order  proprietary  medicine 
house.  The  plan  was  immediately  put  into  execution  and  in  less  than  three 
years  the  business  had  grown  and  developed  to  such  proportions  that  the  “Weeks” 
cold  tablets  were  to  be  found  in  every  state,  county  and  almost  every  town  and 
hamlet  in  the  United  States.  Until  that  time  nothing  of  this  kind  had  ever 
been  attempted,  but  since  the  success  of  the  method  has  been  demonstrated  by  the 
house  of  D.  Weeks  &  Company  dozens  of  other  concerns  have  adopted  the  plan 
and  found  it  profitable.  Each  year  witnessed  an  increase  in  the  business  and  the 
adoption  of  other  progressive  methods  by  the  firm  has  been  continued  to  the 
present  time. 

Deyet  Weeks  was  a  republican  in  his  political  views  and  sought  advancement 
along  political  lines  although  at  the  time  of  his  death,  on  the  30th  of  October. 
1908,  the  progressive  cause  had  not  assumed  its  present  proportions.  He  was 
a  member  of  different  Masonic  bodies  and  of  the  Benevolent  and  Protective 
Order  of  Elks.  He  also  held  membership  with  the  Grant  Club.  In  business  as 
well  as  in  private  relations  of  life  he  adopted  honesty  as  his  policy.  As  a  man 
he  was  a  gentleman  of  the  highest  type ;  gentle  yet'  firm ;  approachable  to  all, 
and  when  once  an  acquaintance  was  formed  friendship  was  sure  to  follow.  He 
was  also  generous  and  charitable,  ever  ready  to  aid  those  in  want,  possessed 
an  optimistic  enthusiasm  and  ever  looked  upon  the  sunny  side  of  life.  These 
many  sterling  qualities  endeaied  him  to  his  friends,  the  number  of  whom  con¬ 
tinually  increased  as  the  circle  of  his  acquaintance  widened. 


ASAPH  STROUD. 

As  one  travels  o\  ei  Iowa  in  the  luxurious  railroad  train  of  the  present  day 
it  is  difficult  to  realize  that  a  half  century  ago  men  were  wending  their  wean- 
way  to  the  west  behind  the  slow  plodding  ox-teams  and  that  in  many  sections 
of  the  state  they  found  an  undeveloped  region,  many  of  the  natural  resources 
yet  awaiting  the  awakening  touch  of  the  enterprising  and  ambitious  citizen. 
Asaph  Stroud  wras  among  those  who  traveled  by  the  ox-team  route  to  Iowa  in 
1858.  .  His  father,  John  Stroud,  whose  birth  occurred  in  Vermont,  was  a  repre¬ 
sentative  of  an  old  colonial  family  that  was  represented  in  the  Revolutionary 
war.  Asaph  Stroud  was  born  in  1825  and  in  1858  sought  the  opportunities  o'f 
the  growing  middle  west,  making  his  way  to  Iowa  City,  and  after  looking  over 
the  country  he  determined  to  settle  in  that  locality.  He  then  purchased  a  farm 
of  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  in  Dallas  county  and  with  characteristic  energy 
began  to  break  the  sod  and  develop  the  fields.  His  original  home  was  a  log 
cabin  but  with  the  passing  years  there  was  wrought  a  wonderful  transformation 
in  the  appearance  of  his  place.  He  erected  an  attractive  residence  and  other 
fine  buildings  upon  his  farm,  thus  providing  adequate  shelter  for  grain,  stock 
and  farm  machinery.  He  carried  on  general  agricultural  pursuits  and  also 
raised  good  grades  of  stock.  He  utilized  the  best  improved  machinery  to  facil¬ 
itate  the  work  of  the  fields  and  his  labors  were  attended  with  results  that  were 
satisfactory  and  remunerative.  He  became  a  very  active  and  influential  man 
in  his  community  and  as  he  prospered  in  his  undertakings  he  purchased  more 
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land  from  time  to  time,  becoming  in  the  course  of  years  one  of  the  well-to-do 
farmers  of  Dallas  county.  The  property  which  he  acquired  is  still  owned  by 
his  widow  and  is  one  of  the  best  improved  places  in  that  section  of  the  state. 

Mr.  Stroud  was  married  at  Mount  Morris,  New  York,  to  Miss  McNamara, 
a  daughter  of  James  and  Lizzie  (McCabe)  McNamara.  Their  children  were: 
John,  who  resides  in  Des  Moines ;  Minnie,  also  of  this  city ;  Edgar,  who  operates 
the  home  farm;  Louise;  Philip,  a  resident  of  Oklahoma;  Burd ;  and  Mrs.  Irene 
Mattem. 

Mr.  Stroud  continued  to  devote  his  time  and  energies  to  farming  and  stock- 
raising  until  his  death,  May  3,  1911.  In  the  meantime  a  generous  measure  of 
prosperity  had  rewarded  his  labors  and  he  had  won  the  proud  American  title 
of  a  self-made  man,  having  worked  his  way  upward  from  a  humble  financial 
position  to  one  of  affluence.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Universalist  church  and 
a  republican  in  his  political  views.  His  aid  and  influence  were  always  cast  on 
the  side  of  progress,  justice,  improvement  and  truth  and  his  worth  as  a  man 
and  citizen  were  widely  acknowledged.  Mrs.  Stroud,  who  was  born  and  reared 
in  Syracuse,  New  York,  and  came  to  Iowa  with  her  husband  in  1858,  has  met 
all  of  the  experiences  of  pioneer  life  and  has  now  been  a  resident  of  this  state 
for  fifty-three  years.  A  few  years  ago  she  removed  to  Des  Moines,  where  she 
erected"  a  comfortable  home  and  is  now  pleasantly  located.  She  has  gained  many 
friends  in  this  city  and  on  her  removal  left  behind  her  many  warm  friends  in 
Dallas  county,  where  she  had  long  made  her  home. 


NELSON  VAN  HORN. 


A  resident  of  Camp  township  with  the  exception  of  a  short  intermission  since 
1863,  Nelson  Van  Horn  is  rightly  accounted  as  one  of  the  men  who  have  made 
the  name  of  Polk  countv  a  synonym  for  productiveness  and  prosperity.  He 
was  born  in  Indiana,  February  6,  1836,  a  son  of  Thomas  and  Hannah  (Whitman) 
Van  Horn,  the  former  being  a  native  of  North  Carolina  and  the  latter  of  Ten¬ 
nessee.  The  father  engaged  in  farming  in  Wells  county,  Indiana,  from  1837 
until  1856  and  then  came  to  Iowa  and  settled  in  Des  Moines.  Being  too  fai 
advanced  in  years  to  carry  on  farm  work,  he  opened  a  shoe  shop  in  Des 
Moines,  continuing  in  that 'city  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1872.  The 
mother  took  up  her  residence  with  the  subject  of  this  review  and  was  called 
away  sixteen  years  after  the  death  of  her  husband  in  1888. 

Nelson  Van  Horn  attended  the  district  schools  of  his  native  state  and  worked 
on  his  father’s  farm  until  he  reached  the  age  of  twenty  years.  He  then  went  to 
Kansas,  where  he  lived  for  one  year,  after  which  he  returned  to  Indiana  and 
was  in  charge  of  his  father's  farm  for  four  or  five  years.  In  1863  he  arrived  in 
Polk  county  and  purchased  eighty  acres  in  Camp  township,  which  he  proceeded 
industriously  to  clear  and  improve.  He  sold  this  place  in  1875  and  bought  two 
hundred  and  forty  acres  in  Union  county,  but  after  a  few  months  on  this  farm 
he  disposed  of  it"  and  returned  to  Polk  county,  where  he  bought  one  hundred 
and  twenty  acres  of  good  land,  which  he  selected  in  Camp  township.  He  now 
owns  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  which  gives  evidence  of  generous  returns  for 
time  and  labor  expended  in  preparing  the  soil  and  handling  the  crops.  I  he 
buildings  are  substantial  and  the  farm  is  supplied  with  all  desirable  modem 
facilities  and  appliances  for  securing  the  most1,  satisfactory  results. 

On  the  10th  of  March,  1859,  Mr.  Van  Horn  was  married  to  Miss  Sarah 
Krill,  a  daughter  of  William  and  Ann  Maria  (Decker)  Krill,  w.10  were  both 
born  in  Pennsylvania.  The  father  engaged  in  farming  in  his  native  state,  but 
in  his  later  years  moved  to  Indiana.  He  died  in  1847,  the  mother  passing  away 
in  1866.  The  following  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  A  an  Horn,  nameh  . 
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Charles,  who  is  now  engaged  in  farming  in  Camp  township;  Cora,  who  married 
Emily  Ware  and  also  lives  in  Camp  township;  Edgar,  a  farmer  of  Clay  town¬ 
ship  ^Oliver,  who  is  engaged  in  banking  at  Runnells;  Stella,  who  is  married  and 
lives’in  Four  Mile  township;  Fred,  who  lives  at  home;  Henry,  who  died  January 
i,  1880,  when  sixteen  years  of  age;  Nettie,  who  died  in  April,  1888,  when  about 
six  years  of  age;  and  one  who  died  in  infancy. 

In  religious  belief  Mr.  Van  Horn  and  his  wife  affiliate  with  the  Church  of 
Christ.  Fraternally  he  is  a  valued  member  of  the  Masonic  order  and  politically 
he  gives  his  allegiance  to*  the  republican  party.  As  a  patriotic  and  public-spirited 
citizen  he  takes  a  lively  interest  in  the  affairs  of  the  township  and  county  and  has 
served  as  constable,  township  trustee,  and  for  a  number  of  years  as  president 
of  the  school  board.  For  over  fifty  years  he  has  been  engaged  in  agriculture 
and  stock-raising  and  now,  at  the  age  of  seventy-five,  he  enjoys  the  confidence 
and  also  the  genuine  regard  of  his  neighbors  and  many  acquaintances  with 
whom  he  has  been  brought  into  contact  during  a  life  which  has  been  marked 
by  fidelity  to  duty  and  worthy  ideals. 


EDWARD  SWEENEY. 

The  life  record  of  Edward  Sweeney  stands  forth  as  a  shining  example  of 
what  may  be  accomplished  by  dogged  perseverance,  combined  with  a  steadfast 
purpose  to  attain  an  independent  place  in  the  world  of  industry.  Born  in  Lon¬ 
don,  England,  February  15,  1867,  he  is  a  son  of  Dennis  and  Honora  Sweeney, 
both  of  the  parents  being  natives  of  County  Cork,  Ireland.  The  father  emi¬ 
grated  to  the  United  States  in  1865  and  located  in  Monongahela,  Pennsylvania, 
where  he  engaged  in  coal  mining,  working  in  the  various  districts  throughout 
Pennsylvania  and  Ohio  for  the  ensuing  nine  years.  About  1880  he  went  to  Oska- 
loosa,  Iowa,  and  was  there  employed  in  the  mines  of  the  Excelsior  Company 
until  his  removal  to  Des  Moines,  where  his  death  occurred  February  24,  1900. 

Edward  Sweeney  was  denied  the  advantages  of  an  early  literary  education 
but  being  of  an  ambitious  and  industrious  nature,  he  amply  supplied  any  de¬ 
ficiency  in  this  respect  by  the  knowledge  he  acquired  in  the  great  school  of 
experience,  of  which,  as  shown  by  the  results,  he  may  be  justly  proud.  At  the 
age  of  nine  years  he  was  laboring  in  the  mines  with  his  father  as  a  breaker  boy 
and  contributing  his  meager  earnings  to  the  support  of  the  family.  In  1880  he 
accompanied  his  father  to  Iowa  and  worked  in  the  Excelsior  and  the  Cedar 
&  Swan  mines  for  a  while,  then  went  to  Roselin,  Washington,  where  he  re¬ 
mained  for  one  year.  Returning  to  Iowa  he  was  employed  in  the  Flagler  mines 
at  Flagler,  Iowa,  having  determined  in  the  meantime  to  make  the  study  of  mining 
his  chosen  profession  in  life,  and  by  dint  of  hard  labor,  unceasing  study  and 
never  ending  diligence  lie  finally  succeeded  in  acquiring  sufficient  technical 
knowledge  to  be  classed  as  a  mine  expert.  One  of  his  accomplishments,  result¬ 
ing  from  his  thrift  and  keen  judgment,  was  the  locating  of  the  Swan  coal  mine, 
which  he  owned  and  operated  for  two  years.  He  then  disposed  of  his  interests 
and  entered  the  hardware  business,  in  which  he  continued  for  ten  years.  About 
this  time  his  ability  as  a  mining  expert  was  brought  to  the  attention  of  Gov¬ 
ernor  Cummins,  who  appointed  him  inspector  of  mines  for  the  second  district 
of  Iowa,  a  position  he  retained  for  a  year  and  a  half,  when  he  was  removed  to 
the  third  district  with  headquarters  at  the  State  House.  In  this  office  he  is  the 
present  incumbent. 

Mr.  Sweeney  was,  on  September  5,  1890.  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Malissa 
Miller,  a  native  of  Des  Moines.  In  politics  he  has  always  adhered  to  the  pre¬ 
cepts  of  the  republican  party.  In  his  religious  relations  he  is  a  devout  Catholic 
and  follows  strictly  the  teachings  of  that  church.  He  is  in  every  way  a  self- 
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made  man,  as  the  world  defines  one  who  has  won  his  way  to  success  through 
his  own  personal  efforts,  asking  no  favors  and  receiving  the  just  due  that  comes 
to  anyone  who  is  willing  to  work  for  it.  His  many  friends  honor  him  for  his 
business  integrity  and  his  numerous  excellent  traits  of  character. 


JOHN  E.  BROWN. 

The  memory  of  John  E.  Brown,  of  Camp  township,  often  reverts  to  pioneer 
days  in  Iowa  and  the  hardships  and  inconveniences  of  the  years  before  the 
Civil  war  as  contrasted  with  the  comforts  which  are  comparatively  easy  to 
acquire  at  the  present  time.  He  was  born  in  Champaign  county,  Ohio,  August 
18,  1844,  and  is  a  son  of  Edward  H.  and  Eliza  (Spry)  Brown,  natives  of 
Virginia  and  Ohio,  respectively.  His  father  came  to  Iowa  with  his  family  in 
1848  and  entered  land  in  Van  Buren  county,  which  he  cleared  and  improved. 
He  sold  his  farm  in  1855  and  removed  to  Mahaska  county,  where  he  rented 
land  for  several  years.  In  1863  he  arrived  in  Polk  county  and  purchased  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  in  Camp  township,  which  he  developed  into  a  valuable 
farm.  Here  he  continued  until  his  death,  May  12,  1886,  and  was  survived  by 
his  wife  for  twenty  years,  she  passing  away  July  24,  1906.  They  had  eight 
children,  three  daughters  and  five  sons,  two  of  whom  are  now  deceased,  while 
the  others  reside  in  Polk  and  Jasper  counties,  Iowa. 

John  E.  Brown  received  his  early  education  in  the  district  schools  of  Van 
Buren,  Mahaska  and  Polk  counties  and  later  attended  the  public  schools  of 
Des  Moines  in  1863  and  1864.  After  leaving  school  he  worked  as  a  farm  hand 
by  the  month  for  two  years  and  then  he  and  his  brother  Calvin,  having  saved 
their  wages,  purchased  a  threshing  outfit,  which  they  operated  until  1875.  He 
also  engaged  in  farming  upon  rented  land  in  partnership  with  his  brothers,  and 
in  1873  he  purchased  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  in  Camp  township  upon  his 
own  account.  In  order  to  acquire  the  place  he  incurred  a  debt  of  three  thou¬ 
sand,  five  hundred  dollars,  but  such  was  his  industry  and  good  judgment  that 
in  five  years  he  discharged  the  entire  obligation.  He  has  bought  more  land  and 
is  now  the  owner  of  five  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  which  he  has  transformed  into 
one  of  the  best  improved  farms  in  the  county.  He  raises  one  hundred  head 
of  hogs  each  year  and  keeps  twenty-five  head  of  horses,  everything  about  the 
place  indicating  a  high  degree  of  prosperity. 

On  the  1st  of  January,  1873,  Mr.  Brown  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Frances  A.  Andrews,  a  daughter  of  Nathan  and  Mary  M.  (Hammon)  Andrews, 
both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Pennsylvania.  The  mother  died  in  i860  and 
nine  years  later  the  father  came  with  his  children  to  Iowa,  locating  upon  a 
farm  which  he  purchased  near  Mitchellville.  He  disposed  of  his  farm  in  1877 
and  removed  to  Kansas,  where  he  continued  as  a  farmer  and  stock-raiser  until 
his  death,  in  1907.  Six  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brown,  namely : 
Mary  Grace,  who  is  now  the  wife  of  Fred  W.  Stuart,  lives  in  Des  Moines.  Amy 
E.  is  the  wife  of  Ira  E.  Wagner,  a  farmer  of  Polk  county.  John  Emery,  who 
is  in  charge  of  his  father’s  farm,  married  Alberta  Halsey  and  has  one  son, 
Elbert  Halsey.  Anna  M.  is  the  wife  of  Roy  Huntoon,  of  Des  Moines,  who 
manages  and  owns  a  half  interest  in  the  Fulton  market,  and  they  have  two 
children,  Homer  H.  and  Dorothy.  Edna  E.  is  the  wife  of  Harry  G.  Pine,  of 
Billings,  Montana.  Charles  Homer  Potter,  a  resident  of  Des  Moines,  married 
Ada  Sterling  and  has  two  children,  Hugh  and  Helen. 

After  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brown  had  traveled  life’s  pathway  together  for  thirty- 
five  years  death  intervened  and  the  wife  passed  away  March  6,  1908,  her  death 
being  deeply  mourned  by  the  entire  community.  Mr.  Brown  has  been  sustained 
in  his  affliction  by  promises  of  Holy  Writ,  in  which  he  places  implicit  reliance. 
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He,is,a  valued  member  of  the  Methodist  church  and  fraternally  is  identified 
with  the  Odd  Fellows  lodge  at  Des  Moines.  Politically  he  supports  the  candi¬ 
dates  and  principles  of  the  republican  party.  He  remembers  seeing  Governors 
Grimes  and  Colfax,  although  young  at  the  time,  and  is  also  well  informed  as 
to  the  history  and  progress  of  the  state  in  which  he  feels  the  deepest  interest. 
He  has  witnessed  much  of  the  development  of  the  agricultural  resources  of 
Polk  county  and  has  contributed  materially  to  the  upbuilding  of  the  section 
where  he  makes  his  home. 


AMOS  G.  LANDE. 

Amos  G.  Lande,  one  of  Norway’s  industrious  sons,  is  numbered  among-  the 
respected  and  valued  residents  of  Lincoln  township,  Polk  county,  who  in  the 
wise  utilization  of  the  opportunities  offered  in  this  state  are  meeting  with 
success  along  agricultural  lines.  He  was  born  in  Norway  on  the  ioth  of  Sep¬ 
tember,  1864,  his  parents  being  George  G.  and  Christine  (Lande)  Lande,  also 
natives  of  that  country. 

The  parents  came  to  America  in  1 866  and  at  once  made  their  way  to  Iowa, 
locating  on  a  farm  in  Elkhart  township,  Polk  county.  That  remained  their  home 
for  one  year,  after  which  they  went  to  Story  county,  where  they  resided  for 
three  years  and  in  1870  the  father  purchased  forty  acres  of  land  in  Lincoln 
township.  Later  he  became  the  owner  of  forty  acres  in  Elkhart  township  and 
another  tract  of  eighty  acres  in  Lincoln  township,  all  of  which  he  improved  and 
brought  under  a  good  state  of  cultivation.  He  was  one  of  the  earliest  settlers 
in  this  portion  of  the  county,  his  nearest  neighbor  on  the  south  being  five  miles 
away.  He  continued  to  engage  in  agricultural  pursuits  throughout  his  remain¬ 
ing  days,  his  death  occurring  in  February,  1901.  His  wife  still  survives  at  the 
npe  old  age  of  eighty-five  years  and  now  makes  her  home  with  her  son. 

Amos  G.  Lande  was  a  little  lad  of  two  years  when  brought  to  the  United 
States  by  his  parents,  and  in  the  district  schools  of  Polk  county  he  acquired 
his  early  education,  supplemented  by  one  vear  at  Willmar  Seminary  Willmar 
Minnesota.  Fortunate  in  being  reared  to  rural  life,  he  early  acquired  good 
habits  and  learned  many  lessons  concerning  the  value  of  industry,  perseverance 
and  integrity..  He  remained  with  his  parents  until  he  was  twenty-five  years  of 
age,  after  which  he  rented  the  old  homestead  and  also  purchased  a  tract  of  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  in  Sioux  county.  To  the  operation  of  these  two  farms 
he  has  since  given  his  entire  attention  and  prosperity  in  large  measure  has  at¬ 
tended  his  efforts..  He  applies  himself  closely  to  the  conduct  of  his  affairs, 
possesses  good  business  ability  and  sound  judgment  and  is  practical  in  the  man¬ 
agement  of  his  interests.  He  raises  about  sixty  head  of  hogs  annually  and  keeps 
about  forty  head  of  cattle  and  six  head  of  horses  on  his  farm,  and  is  also  a 
stockholder  in  the  Farmers  Cooperative  Creamery  Company  of  Huxley,  Iowa. 

As  Mr.  Lande  has  never  married  the  duties  of  his  household  are  carefully 
and  capably  performed  by  his  two  sisters,  while  the  mother  has  also  made  her 
home  with  her  son  since  the  death  of  her  husband.  The  family  is  well  known 
m  this  locality,  being  popular  with  neighbors  and  friends,  and  all  enjoy  the  re¬ 
gard  and  esteem  of  the  entire  community.  Mr.  Lande  gives  his  political  al¬ 
legiance  to  the  republican  party  and  has  served  as  justice  of  the  peace  of  Lincoln 
township  and  also  as  school  director.  He  belongs  to  the  Lutheran  church  and 
wherever  known  is  respected  for  his  unfaltering  allegiance  to  the  principles  of 
honorable  manhood  as  manifest  in  his  business  and  social  relations  Comino- 
to  the  new  world  in  early  childhood,  he  has  acquired  that  enterprising  spirit 
which  has  constituted  the  foundations  of  America’s  wonderful  progress  and 
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added  to  this  he  has  in  large  measure,  through  inheritance,  those  sterling  char¬ 
acteristics  for  which  the  people  of  Norwegian  birth  and  lineage  have  ever  been 
noted — a  combination  which  makes  for  successful  achievement  and  valuable 
citizenship. 


SAMUEL  B.  TUTTLE. 

Samuel  B.  Tuttle  is  one  of  the  few  pioneers  of  forty  years  ago  yet  residing 
in  Des  Moines.  He  was  born  in  Ohio  on  the  19th  of  February,  1829,  and  when 
five  years  of  age  accompanied  his  parents  to  Indiana,  where  he  worked  upon 
his  father’s  farm  and  attended  the  district  school  until  reaching  his.  majority. 
The  great-grandfather  of  Samuel  B.  Tuttle  came  from  England  and  settled  in 
Maine.  The  grandfather,  James  Tuttle,  was  born  in  Maine  and  educated  for 
the  ministry  which  he  followed  throughout  his  life. 

The  father,  also  James  Tuttle,  was  born  in  Maine  in  1797.  V  hen  a  young 
man  he  removed  from  Maine  to  Monroe  county,  Ohio.  In  1834  he  went  to 
Fayette  county,  Indiana,  where  he  lived  for  some  time  and  then  removed  to 
Oxford,  Ohio.  In  the  early  fall  of  i860  he  came  to  Des  Moines  and  entered 
into  the  grocery  business  with  his  son  Martin  in  which  he  continued  until  his 
death,  which  occurred  May  13,  1867. 

James  Tuttle  married  Esther  Crow  and  unto  this  union  ten  children  were 
born:  Tames  M. ;  Martin;  Martha;  Samuel  B.,  of  this  review;  Adaline;  Stephen; 
Clara;  Joel;  Celeste,  and  Mary,  widow  of  Thomas  Wright.  Samuel  B.,  Martha, 
Celeste  and  Mary  are  still  living.  Mr.  Tuttle’s  mother  was  of  German  descent, 
her  ancestors  having  emigrated  from  the  fatherland  and  settled  in  Pennsylvania 
on  land  purchased  of  William  Penn. 

In  1850  Samuel  B.  Tuttle  traveled  westward  and  spent  the  summer  in  Des 
Moines,  where  he  worked  in  the  saw  mill  of  a  Mr.  Dean.  In  the  fall  he  returned 
to  Indiana,  and  engaged  in  operating  the  old  homestead  until  1858,  when  he 
again  came  to  Iowa  and  purchased  a  tract  of  land  near  Farmington.  Some 
three  years  later  he  removed  into  the  town,  where  he  made  his  home  for  four¬ 
teen  years,  during  which  time  he  served  as  mayor  one  term,  and  when  the  battle 
of  Athens  was  fought  he  was  an  active  participant. 

In  April,  1876,  Mr.  Tuttle  took  up  his  residence  in  Des  Moines,  and  shortly 
after  purchased  a  half  interest  in  the  Iron  Stone  Pipe  Works.  Subsequently  he 
purchased  his  partner’s  interest,  becoming  sole  proprietor.  He  continued  in 
this  business  until  about  ten  years  ago  when  he  retired,  during  and  since  which 
time  he  has  dealt  in  real  estate  to  quite  an  extent.  Possessing  excellent  business 
ability  he  met  with  uncommon  success  and  in  addition  to  his  manufacturing 
establishment  was  interested  in  several  other  strong  financial  institutions.  He  was 
for  many  years  a  director  in  the  Polk  County  Savings  Bank,  the  Valley  National 
Bank,  the  Valley  Savings  Bank  and  the  Security  Loan  &  Trust  Company.  His 
accumulations,  aside  from  three  hundred  dollars  recieved  from  his  father,  are 
the  result  of  close  application  to  business  and  sagacious  investment.  His  busi¬ 
ness  career  was  marked  by  the  strictest  integrity  and  uprightness  and  is  most 
worthy  of  emulation. 

In  the  month  of  January,  i860,  Mr.  Tuttle  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Almira  Kelley,  a  native  of  Putnam  county,  New  York.  Mrs.  Tuttle  was  a 
daughter  of  Ira  and  Annis  (Cole)  Kelley,  both  of  whom  were  born  in  Putnam 
county.  New  York.  On  the  maternal  side  the  ancestry  is  of  Holland  Dutch 
descent  and  were  early  settlers  in  Pennsylvania,  while  the  paternal  side  were 
of  a  Scotch-Irish  line.  Three  children  were  born  to  bless  this  union:  Frederick, 
who  died  at  the  age  of  eleven  years ;  Lynn  J.,  a  prominent  bridge  contractor 
and  a  partner  in  the  N.  M.  Stark  Company  of  Des  Moines ;  and  Albert,  a  well 
known  merchant  of  this  city. 
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Politically  Mr.  Tuttle  was  an  old  time  whig  until  the  organization  of  the 
republican  party,  with  which  he  has  always  been  affiliated.  His  first  presidential 
vote  was  cast  for  General  Fremont.  In  1882  he  was  appointed  a  member  of  the 
county  board  of  supervisors,  and  served  continuously  until  1890,  having  been 
twice  elected  to  that  position.  As  a  public  servant  "his  acts  stand  without  re¬ 
proach  and  his  name  without  a  blemish.  His  affiliations  with  social  orders 
are  confined  to  the  Masonic  fraternity.  He  and  his  wife  attend  the  Congrega¬ 
tional  church.  He  is  a  man  of  retiring  manner  to  whom  a  quiet  business  career 
and  an  enjoyable  home  are  far  more  desirable  than  the  honors  of  public  life. 
His  undertakings  have  always  been  marked  with  precision  and  determination 
and  have  been  of  a  nature  that  add  much  to  the  stability  of  the  community  in 
which,  he  lives. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tuttle  have  traveled  quite  extensively,  having  spent  several 
winters  in  San  Antonio.  Texas,  two  seasons  in  southern  California,  and  made 
trips  to  Cuba  and  many  other  places. 


KATHRYN  BITTINGER  RIDGWAY,  D.  O. 


One  of  the  well  known  women  of  Des  Moines  is  Dr.  Kathryn  Bittinger 
Ridgway,  who  has  been  engaged  in  the  practice  of  osteopathy  in  this  city  for 
the  past  eight  years,  during  which  period  she  has  secured  a  very  satisfactory  fol¬ 
lowing.  She  is  a  native  of  Fort  Scott,  Kansas,  and  a  daughter  of  John  M.  and 
Maria  J.  (Harvey)  Bittinger,  of  Franklin  county,  Pennsylvania,  the  father’s 
natal  day  being  the  4th  of  March,  1833.  Mr.  Bittinger  was  always  identified 
with  agricultural  pursuits  until  1875  when  he  removed  to  this  city  and  became 
interested  in  the  operation  of  coal  mines.  Enlisting  in  Company  I,  Fourth  Illi¬ 
nois  Volunteer  Infantry,  Mr.  Bittinger  went  to  the  front  in  the  Civil  war  and 
there  he  remained  until  mustered  out  at  the  close  of  hostilities.  During  his 
period  of  service  he  participated  in  the  following  battles :  Prairie  Grove,  Ar¬ 
kansas,  Van  Buren,  the  same  state,  Yazoo  City,  Mississippi,  Brownsville,  Texas, 
Atchafalayla,  Louisiana,  and  Fort  Morgan  and  Spanish  Fort,  Alabama.  He 
was  also  in  a  skirmish  near  East  Pascagoula,  Mississippi,  and  the  siege  of  Vicks¬ 
burg.  Mr.  Bittinger’s  death  occurred  April  26,  1906.  He  was  of  pure  German 
extraction,  as  the  name  would  indicate,  but  his  wife  is  of  English  and  Scotch 
descent,  her  paternal  ancestry  being  traced  back  in  an  unbroken  line  to  Dr.  William 
Harvey,  the  discoverer  of  the  circulation  of  the  blood.  Mrs.  Bittinger’s  people 
migrated  to  the  United  States  before  the  Revolutionary  war,  her  great-grand¬ 
father  having  been  a  member  of  the  Colonial  army  during  that  time.  Four  chil¬ 
dren  were  born  unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bittinger,  those  beside  Dr.  Ridgway  being: 
Emma,  the  widow  of  H.  A.  Cunningham,  residing  in  Des  Moines ;  Stella,  the 
wife  of  W.  J.  Brinegar,  also  living  in  Des  Moines;  and  John  Kirkwood,  who  is 
married  and  is  a  resident  of  Omaha. 

Being  but  a  child  when  her  parents  removed  to  Des  Moines  Dr.  Ridgway 
acquired  her  education  in  the  public  schools  of  this  city,  graduating  from  the 
high  school  on  the  west  side,  following  which  she  attended  the  University  at 
Iowa  City.  After  terminating  her  course  of  study  in  the  latter  institution  she 
matriculated  at  the  S.  S.  Still  College  of  Osteopathy,  being  awarded  her  degree 
in  1903.  She  immediately  opened  an  office  in  the  Good  block  and  began  practic¬ 
ing.  later  removed  to  the  Flynn  building  and  is  now  occupying  a  very  pleasant 
and  appropriately  appointed  suite  of  rooms  in  the  Securities  building. 

Albert  Mills  Ridgway,  Dr.  Ridgway’s  husband,  passed  away  in  this  city  on 
the  18th  of  February,  1907.  He  was  of  Quaker  extraction,  his  ancestors  having 
come  to  America  with  William  Penn.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Masonic  fra¬ 
ternity,  his  local  identification  being  with  Capital  Lodge,  No.  no,  A.  F.  &  A.  M. 
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Dr.  Ridgway  belongs  to  the  Presbyterian  church  and  the  Young  Women’s 
Christian  Association,  as  well  as  Des  Moines  Chapter,  No.  89,  of  the  Order  of 
the  Eastern  Star.  She  has  been  secretary  of  the  latter  for  the  past  four  years 
and.  m  1904  was  worthy  matron,  and  she  is  also  a  member  of  the  Rebekah  Lodge 
and  Brotherhood  of  American  Yeomen.  In  1904  she  was  president  of  the 
Women  s  Relief  Corps,  with  which  she  is  still  identified,  besides  which  she  be¬ 
longs  to  the  Des  Momes  Women’s  Club  and  the  Political  Equality  Club.  She 
keeps  m  touch  with  the  members  of  her  profession  through  the  medium  of  the 
American  State  Seventh  District  and  Polk  County  Osteopathic  Associations  • 

\\as  president  of  the  latter  in  1910  and  is  now  vice  president  of  the  District 
Association. 

Dr  Ridgway  is  a  woman  of  progressive  and  helpful  ideas,  always  doing 
every  mg  in  her  power  to  influence  all  with  whom  she  comes  in  contact  to 
aspire  to  a  higher  and  better  standard  of  life,  which  fact  in  itself  would  make 
ners  a  most  worthy  nature,  well  meriting  the  regard  she  is  accorded. 


CHARLES  HENRY  HUTSONPILLER. 

The  enterprising  and  honorable  methods  which  Charles  Henry  Hutsonpiller 
lias  pursued  in  the  attainment  of  success  would  alone  entitle  him  to  mention  as 
a  representative  citizen  of  Polk  county,  but  there  is  in  his  life  other  elements 
as  commendable  and  attractive  as  are  his  business  qualifications.  In  fact  while 
living  a  quiet,  unassuming  life,  he  has  held  to  high  ideals  and  with ’strong 
in  egnty  and  sterling  principles  of  character,  is  leaving  his  impress  upon  the 
community  with  which  he  has  long  been  identified.  "  P 

He  was  born  in  Des  Moines,  September  16,  1854,  a  son  of  Henry  and 
.  f1C'  (Rltchh^rt)  Hutsonpiller.  In  the  pursuit  of  his  education  he  at¬ 
tended  the  Bryant  School,  the  high  school,  and  also  the  Iowa  Business  College 
and  when  he  had  put  aside  his  text-books  he  tested  his  theoretical  training  in 
practical  service  by  entering  the  banking  house  of  I.  N.  Thomas,  of  East  Des 
Moines.  He  remained  there  for  a  year  and  a  half,  but  the  close  confinement 
undermined  his  health  and  he  turned  his  attention  to  outdoor  life,  taking  up 
agricultural  pursuits  on  his  own  account.  He  has  since  been  closelv  associated 
with  farming  interests  and  his  efforts  in  that  direction  have  continuously  broad¬ 
ened  making  him  one  of  the  leading  agriculturists  of  central  Iowa. 

He  owns  a  farm  of  two  hundred  acres  at  Grimes,  eighty  acres  of  which  his 
iather  entered  from  the  United  States  government,  and  it  has  since  been  in 
possession  of  the  family.  He  has  also  purchased  and  still  retains  the  ownership 
of  several  other  farms  m  both  Iowa  and  Missouri,  and  is  engaged  in  diversified 
aiming.  He  also  has  large  realty  possessions  in  valuable  acreage  in  the  north¬ 
eastern  section  of  the  city.  The  homestead  of  about  nineteen  acres  he  cultivates 
limself,  but  his  other  farms  are  all  rented.  Careful  in  leasing  his  property  he 
has  upon  his  different  places  reliable  tenants  and  from  his  farms  therefore  de¬ 
rives  a  good  income.  He  also  owns  several  tracts  of  timberland,  one  of  which 
is  t  le  primeval  forest,  and  regarded  as  one  of  the  best  timbered  sections  in  all 
Jowa.  In  business  maters  his  sagacity  and  enterprise  have  overcome  the  difficul¬ 
ties  and  carried  him  constantly  forward  to  the  goal  of  success. 

A  matter  of  interest  to  all  students  of  psychic  manifestation  will  be  found 
m  the  fact  that  Mr.  Hutsonpiller  has  dreamed  of  almost  every  large  business 
transaction  m  which  he  has  entered  into,  even  before  he  had  any  knowledge  or 
intimation  that  he  would  become  connected  with  such  a  transaction.  For  exam¬ 
ple  he  has  dreamed  of  buying  a  farm  of  a  certain  description,  even  before  he 
knew  that  such  a  farm  existed.  Many  other  events  of  his  life  have  thus  been 
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foreseen  in  his  dreams.  In  manner  he  is  a  very  quiet,  unassuming  man,  very 
capable  and  well  read. 

On  the  16th  of  October,  1906,  Mr.  Hutsonpiller  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Miss  Liliian  Davis,  a  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Melvina  (Johnson)  Davis,  both 
of  whom  were  pioneers  of  Greene  county,  Iowa.  The  father  in  early  days  was 
a  leading  farmer  and  dealer  in  real  estate.  About  1895  he  removed  with  his 
family  to  Des  Moines,  where  he  was  extensively  engaged  in  the  real-estate  busi¬ 
ness  until  his  death,  which  occurred  on  the  13th  of  October,  1901.  His  widow 
survived  him  for  about  eight  years,  passing  away  April  22,  1909.  Mr.  Davis 
was  one  of  the  veterans  of  the  Civil  war,  having  joined  Company  D,  Seventy- 
seventh  Illinois  Infantry,  with  which  he  served  for  three  and  a  half  years.  He 
was  a  brave  and  loyal  soldier,  honorably  discharged  at  the  close  of  hostilities, 
and  for  his  valor  he  was  awarded  a  medal  of  honor.  He  took  an  active  part  in 
politics  and  held  a  number  of  the  more  important  offices  in  Greene  county,  Iowa, 
to  which  he  was  elected  on  the  republican  ticket.  He  was  also  a  leading  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias  society  and  held  offices  in  that  organization. 

Mr.  Hutsonpiller  gave  his  political  allegiance  to  the  democracy  until  Major 
William  McKinley  became  the  presidential  candidate.  He  now  votes  with  the 
republican  party  at  state  and  national  elections  but  believes  in  the  local  commis¬ 
sion  form  of  government  and  casts  an  independent  local  ballot.  He  holds  to  the 
Presbyterian  faith  but  believes  in  the  unity  of  church  and  that  the  purpose  for 
which  all  stand  should  bring  them  into  closer  harmony.  The  Northeast  Im¬ 
provement  League  finds  him  a  worthy  and  valued  member  and  he  is  now  serving 
as  chairman  of  the  boulevard  committee  for  the  northeast  city.  He  has  never 
tasted  intoxicants  in  all  his  life  and  is  an  advocate  of  the  temperance  cause.  A 
thorough  gentleman,  strong  in  character  and  strong  in  integrity,  his  life  in  its 
varied  phases  has  commanded  the  respect  and  confidence  of  his  fellowmen  and 
his  worth  is  acknowledged  by  all  who  know  him.  His  ability  in  business  is  pro¬ 
nounced  and  as  the  years  have  gone  by  increasing  success  has  awarded  his  efforts. 


CLIFFTON  B.  STAFFORD. 

Cliffton  B.  Stafford,  who  devotes  his  time  and  energies  to  the  pursuit  of 
farming,  is  the  owner  of  one  hundred  and  forty-four  acres  of  land  on  section  30, 
Allen  township.  He  is  numbered  among  the  worthy  native  sons  of  Polk  county, 
his  birth  having  occurred  in  Camp  township  on  the  26th  of  May,  1874.  His 
parents,  Joseph  M.  and  Elizabeth  Stafford,  were  born  in  Illinois  and  Ohio  re¬ 
spectively.  The  mother  was  brought  to  Iowa  by  her  parents  when  but  three 
years  old,  while  the  father  came  to  this  state  in  1850,  settling  at  Hartford.  Our 
subject  was  the  third  in  order  of  birth  in  a  family  of  five  children. 

Cliffton  B.  Stafford  has  followed  general  agricultural  pursuits  since  he 
started  out  in  life  for  himself  and  his  undertakings  in  this  connection  have  been 
attended  with  a  gratifying  and  well  merited  measure  of  success.  In  1909  he 
purchased  a  farm  of  one  hundred  and  forty-four  acres  on  section  30,  Allen 
township,  in  the  further  cultivation  and  improvement  of  which  he  has  since  been 
engaged.  During  the  year  1910  he  made  eleven  hundred  dollars  as  a  thresher, 
operating  the  only  threshing  machine  in  Allen  township.  He  also  owns  a  clover 
huller. 

On  the  2.7th  of  March,  1894,  Mr.  Stafford  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Lucy  Hayes,  a  daughter  of  H.  W.  and  Martha  C.  Hayes.  The  father  was  a 
native  of  Jasper  county,  Iowa,  while  the  mother’s  birth  occurred  in  Highland, 
Ohio.  Mrs.  Hayes  was  brought  to  Iowa  by  her  parents  in  1850,  when  she  was 
but  three  years  old,  the  family  first  locating  in  Polk  county,  while  subsequently 
they  removed  to  Jasper  county.  Mrs.  Stafford  was  one  of  a  family  of  three 
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chiWren,  the  others  being:  Nancy  E„  now  the  wife  of  VV.  F.  Runnels;  and 
\\  .  E  who  wedded  Miss  Maggie  Stewart.  Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stafford  have 
been  born  four  children,  namely:  Claud,  Marie,  Harold  and  Ethel. 

In  politics  Air.  Stafford  is  a  republican,  while  fraternally  he  is  identified  with 
the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and  the  Knights  of  Pythias.  He  has 
resided  m  Polk  county  from  his  birth  to  the  present  time  and  is  highly  esteemed 
bv  all  who  know  him,  having  displayed  many  of  those  sterling  traits  of  character 
which  win  kindly  regard  and  good  will  and  awaken  sincere  respect. 


W.  E.  ANDERSON. 

The  life  record  of  W .  E.  Anderson  is  the  exception  that  proves  the  rule 
It  is  well  known  that  the  great  majority  of  men  of  strongly  developed  literary 
tastes  and  powers  of  imagination  seldom  possess  that  quality  which  for  want 
ox  a  better  term  has  been^  called  “commercial  sense,”  yet  Mr.  Anderson  has 
proved  a  capable  and  forceful  factor  in  mercantile  circles  and  at  the  same  time 
nis  writings,  both  as  dramatic  critic  and  as  author  of  short  stories,  have  created 
wide  and  favorable  interest  and  comment. 

A  native  son  of  Iowa,  his  birth  occurred  in  Muscatine  county  on  the  30th 
of  March,  1872.  The  ancestry  of  the  family  can  be  traced  back  to  the  Andersons 
that  settled  in  early  times  in  Northumberland  and  Lincolnshire,  England.  His 
father,  S.  D.  Anderson,  was  born  in  Ohio  in  1846  and  was  a  farmer  by  occu¬ 
pation.  He  married  Clarissa  Barkhurst,  a  native  of  Ohio,  and  W  E  Anderson 
is  their  only  child. 

During  the  childhood  of  W.  E.  Anderson  the  family  home  was  removed 
from  Muscatine  county  to  Des  Moines,  and  his  education  was  accordingly 
P“d  in  the  schools  of  this  city.  He  entered  business  circles  in  connection 
with  the  Lederer,  Stiauss  &  Company,  wholesale  millinery  house,  in  the  capacity 

1  •  ^  P  .  ,  been  connected  with  the  establishment  of  which 

he  is  now  superintendent  and  advertising  manager.  For  this  firm  he  originated 
several  important  methods  of  “indirect  advertising,”  which  have  since  been 
adopted  by  some  of  the  largest  business  houses  in  the  United  States.  He  is 
considered  an  authority  on  practical  “common  sense”  systematizing  of  business 
'  a  most  important  factor  in  the  mercantile  world  today. 

It  w  ould  seem  that  in  such  a  busy  commercial  life,  Air.  Anderson  wrould 
ha^  e  had  little  time  for  literary  pursuits,  yet  for  many  years  he  was  prominent 
m  newspaper  wrork.  as  a  dramatic  critic.  About  sixteen  years  ago  he  turned 
to  this  w  ork,  to  which  he  devoted  his  evenings.  One  of  the  current  magazines 
said :  He  v^as  first  attracted  to  this  line  of  writing  when  fifteen  years  ago  he 

wrote  for  the  ‘Spirit  of  the  Times’  in  New  York  city.  Stephen  Fiske  saw  his 
articles  and  encouraged  the  young  man  to  develop  a  rare  gift.  Under  such  a 
stimulus  Mr.  Anderson  began  making  a  study  of  dramatic  w^orks,  both  theoretical 
and  practical.  \\  hen  the  Saturday  Review^  was  organized  in  Des  Moines  he 
became  dramatic  editor.  When  Samuel  Strauss  took  charge  of  the  Des  Moines 
Leader  he  engaged  Air.  Anderson  to  conduct  the  department  devoted  to  the 
play*  successful  was  the  department  that  it  wras  soon  known  v/idelv  and 
atti  acted  man}  new  readeis  and  subscribers.  His  page  wras  a  feature  in  the 
Leader  and  afterward  in  the  Register  and  Leader,  until  this  present  month  of 
September,  w  hen  the  Daily  Capital  secured  Air.  Anderson’s  services.  For  a 
number  of  years  he  wrote  under  the  pseudonym  of  Alatelot,  but  now  over  his 
own  name.  \Ae  also  quote  from  the  Midwestern:  “It  is  temperament  united 
to  cultivation  and  the  most  exquisite  good  taste  that  make  Air.  Anderson’s  literary 
w°rk  so  much  out  of  the  ordinary.  It  is  not  the  stage  alone  that  he  studies. 
All  dramatic  literature,  the  German,  French,  Italian  and  English,  is  an  open 
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book  to  Mr.  Anderson’s  keenly  appreciative  mind.  His  studies  here  led  him 
to  the  most  philosophic  investigation  and  his  conclusions  are  his  own.” 

Mr.  Anderson  continued  his  regular  writing  for  the  Capital  until  February 
18.  1911,  when  he  severed  his  connection  with  newspaper  work  to  devote  all 
of  his  attention  to  commercial  pursuits. 

On  the  1  st  of  June,  1903,  Mr.  Anderson  was  married  to  Miss  May  Fisher, 
a  native  of  Des  Moines  and  a  daughter  of  Julius  Fisher,  a  contractor.  They 
are  prominent  in  the  social  circles  of  the  city  and  Mr.  Anderson  belongs  to  the 
Golf  and  Country  Club  and  the  Press  Club.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Modern 
Woodmen  of  America.  His  political  allegiance  is  given  to  the  republican  party 
and  he  has  been  a  critical  student  of  the  questions  and  issues  of  the  day  but 
without  desire  for  office.  His  broad  forehead  indicates  strong  intellectuality, 
and  a  keen  eye  proves  as  well  the  possession  of  those  qualities  which  make  him 
a  successful  business  man  as  well  as  one  of  the  most  prominent  figures  in  the 
literary  circles  of  Des  Moines. 


OLIVER  A.  JOHNSON. 

Oliver  A.  Johnson,  engaged  in  general  agricultural  pursuits,  is  the  owner 
of  an  excellent  farm  of  eighty-seven  acres  in  Elkhart  township.  His  birth  oc¬ 
curred  in  Norway  in  October,  1869,  his  parents  being  John  and  Laura  (Olson) 
Johnson,  who  were  likewise  natives  of  that  country.  The  father,  a  stone  mason 
by  trade,  spent  his  entire  life  in  Norway,  passing  away  in  September,  1909. 
The  mother,  who  still  makes  her  home  in  that  country,  has  now  attained  the 
age  of  seventy-three  years. 

Oliver  A.  Johnson  was  reared  and  educated  in  his  native  land  and  in  1886, 
when  a  youth  of  sixteen,  emigrated  to  the  United  States,  locating  in  Illinois. 
In  that  state  he  worked  by  the  month  as  a  farm  hand  for  two  years,  while  for 
six  years  he  was  similarly  employed  in  Iowa.  Subsequently  he  was  engaged  in 
the  operation  of  a  rented  farm  in  Polk  county  for  eight  years.  On  the  expira¬ 
tion  of  that  period  he  purchased  a  tract  of  eighty-seven  acres  in  Elkhart  town¬ 
ship  and  has  improved  the  property  until  it  is  now  a  model  farm,  its  neat  and 
thrifty  appearance  giving  evidence  of  the  supervision  of  a  practical  and  pro¬ 
gressive  owner.  Rich  harvests  annually  pay  tribute  to  his  enterprise  and  dili¬ 
gence  and  he  is  numbered  among  the  representative  agriculturists  of  the  com¬ 
munity.  Mr.  Johnson  is  a  stockholder  in  the  Farmers  Cooperative  Creamery 
Company  of  Huxley,  Iowa,  the  Farmers  Elevator  Company  of  Huxley,  Alle- 
man  and  Des  Moines  Junction,  Iow*a,  and  the  Huxley  Mutual  Telephone  Com¬ 
pany  of  Huxley. 

In  May,  1898,  Mr.  Johnson  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Emma  Richard¬ 
son,  a  daughter  of  Richard  and  Carrie  (Thorson)  Richardson,  both  of  whom 
were  natives  of  Norway.  They  emigrated  to  the  United  States  at  an  early  day 
and  located  in  Polk  county,  Iowa,  Mr.  Richardson  here  working  by  the  month 
as  a  farm  hand  for  several  years.  Subsequently  he  operated  a  rented  farm  for 
a  number  of  years  and  then  purchased  and  improved  a  tract  of  land  in  Elkhart 
township,  there  carrying  on  his  agricultural  interests  until  called  to  his  final  rest 
on  the  1  Oth  of  May,  1891.  His  widow,  who  has  attained  the  age  of  fifty-eight 
years,  still  resides  on  the  old  home  farm,  which  is  being  operated  by  her  sons. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Johnson  have  six  children,  as  follows:  Jessie  Lenore,  a  maiden 
of  eleven  years;  Roy  C.,  who  is  nine  years  old;  and  Norman  O.,  Howard  E., 
Orville  E.  and  Ruth  C.,  who  are  seven,  six,  three  and  one  year  of  age  re¬ 
spectively. 

Since  age  conferred  upon  him  the  right  of  franchise  Mr.  Johnson  has  cast 
his  ballot  in  support  of  the  men  and  measures  of  the  republican  party.  His 
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e  lgious  faith  is  indicated  by  his  membership  in  the  Lutheran  church,  in  which 
be  is  serving  as  a  trustee  and  to  which  his  wife  also  belongs.  His  life  has  been 
actuated  by  high  principles  and  characterized  by  manly  conduct  and  in  the  com¬ 
munity  where  he  resides  he  enjoys  that  warm  personal  friendship  and  kindly 
esteem  which  are  always  given  in  recognition  of  genuine  worth  in  the  individual 


JAMES  B.  LOCKE. 


Janies  B.  Locke,  who  for  many  years  conducted  an  extensive  con^ractinfr 

Kew  YorkSiinCi82Q  “t U  IT  °J  ra,ilr°ad  buildin^’  was  born  in  Binghamton 

native  state  were  In 's  He  educa*°nal  opportunities  of  the  public  schools  of  his 
name  state  were  his.  He  was  still  a  resident  of  the  east  when  in  i8;t  he  was 

where  th  S°°n  ?TrrWai"f  he  brOUght  his  Y°ung  wife  of  Iowa,  settling  at  Vinton 
yvheie  they  resided  for  almost  a  third  of  a  century,  or  for  thirty-one  years  when 

in  1884  they  removed  to  Des  Moines.  In  earlv  life  Mr.  Locke  had  teamed  he 

bnckmasons  and  stonecutter’s  trade,  which  lie  pursued  with  such  rigor  and 

effectiveness  as  to  become  an  expert  workman.  This  enabled  him  to  fecure  a 

beral  patronage  when  he  embarked  in  the  contracting  and  building  business  on 

his  own  account.  His  specialty  was  heavy  masonry  He  became  widely  and 

^TTdyhim°WAt  Ha*31  fidC!  °f  lab°,  and  many  imP°rtant  contracts' were 
"  ‘l  m-.  At  Davenport  lie  assisted  in  putting  in  the  first  railroad  bridge 

ote  rre  -M1SS‘SSIPP1  nver-  He  also  had  the  contract  for  all  bridge  work  on  the 

caCJ  Rock  frrS  &  1  °ph.frn  Railroad,  now  incorporated  with  the  Chi- 
cago  &  Rock  Island  He  also  built  several  bridges  at  different  points  across  the 

RlindT/ v-  "ver  and,m.  c°nnection  with  Mr.  Finkbine  built  the  Asylum  for  the 

removfn  Jto  He’s  MS  °",e-  ,°f  the  heavlest  stone  buildings  in  the  state.  After 

remoi  mg  to  Des  Moines  he  did  not  engage  extensively  in  building,  although  he 

d.d  not  retire  altogether  from  business.  His  work  after  coming  to  this  cite  in¬ 
cluded  the  stone  work  on  the  Walnut  and  Ninth  street  bridges.  He  was  re- 

becauseMhi-  TlY  'T  a"thoPtles  on  brick  a"d  stone  work  in  this  state  and 
ecause  of  his  ability  and  integrity  was  awarded  many  important  contracts  evi- 

ture?  oI  Iowa  ^  ^  handiwork  bein?  sti!1  seen  in 'many  of  the  public  s’truc- 

M!«np'!-3,u;ei,r  Wellsbridge,  New  York.  Mr.  Locke  was  united  in  marriage  to 
T  tr  vrSle  WaIley>  and  unto  them  were  born  three  daughters  and  a  son:  Mrs 
J.  K  Macomber;  Mrs.  Alonzo  Hopwood;  Frank  Y.,  president  of  the  Securitv 
Trust  Company  of  St  Paul;  and  Mrs.  Sarah  B.  Pierce.  Mr.  Locke  died  April 
i/,  1903,  after  a  residence  of  half  a  century  in  this  state.  He  never  sought  to 
gure  piominently  in  public  life  aside  from  his  business,  since  he  found  therein 
aniple  scope  for  his  energy,  industry  and  cheerfulness — his  dominant  qualities 
His  path  was  marked  by  steady  progression  as  he  developed  his  talents  and  skill 
and  is  justly  accounted  one  of  those  who  have  nobly  done  their  life  work 


HENRY  G.  LANDE. 


•  *  Hf ‘ten  iG’  Lande-  °ne  ,of  the  prominent  residents  and  prosperous  agricultur¬ 
ists  of  Elkhart  township,  is  the  owner  of  an  excellent  farm  of  two  hundred  and 
tortj  acres.  His  birtn  occurred  in  Kendall  county,  Illinois,  in  November,  1864 
his  parents  being  George  H.  and  Anna  (Lande)  Lande,  both  of  whom  were 

Hat?JSu°f  Norway.  In  1850  they  emigrated  to  the  United  States,  locating  in 
Kendall  county  Illinois,  where  George  H.  Lande  began  the  operation  of  a 
rented  tarm.  He  was  engaged  in  the  cultivation  of  rented  land  in  Illinois  for 
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about  eleven  years  and  then  came  to  Polk  county,  Iowa,  in  1865,  here  purchasing 
a  tract  of  eighty  acres  which  he  improved  and  whereon  he  resided  throughout 
the  remainder  of  his  life.  He  prospered  in  his  undertakings  as  an  agriculturist 
and,  by  purchasing  a  quarter  section  of  adjoining  land,  extended  the  boundaries 
of  his  farm  to  include  two  hundred  and  forty  acres.  His  demise,  which  oc¬ 
curred  in  August,  1900,  was  the  occasion  of  deep  and  widespread  regret,  for  he 
had  gained  an  extensive  circle  of  friends  here.  His  widow,  who  has  now  at¬ 
tained  the  age  of  eighty-seven  years,  makes  her  home  with  our  subject. 

Idenry  G.  Lande  was  reared  and  educated  in  Polk  county,  having  been 
brought  here  by  his  parents  when  about  a  year  and  a  half  old.  He  pursued  his 
studies  in  the  district  schools  of  Elkhart  township  and  when  twenty-one  years 
of  age  was  hired  as  a  farm  hand  by  his  father,  in  whose  employ  he  remained  for 
four  years.  Subsequently  he  operated  the  home  farm  as  a  renter  until  his 
father  s  demise,  when  the  property  came  into  his  possession.  He  has  since  de¬ 
voted  his  time  and  energies  to  the  further  cultivation  and  improvement  of  the 
place  and  annually  gathers  rich  crops  which  find  a  ready  sale  on  the  market.  Mr. 
Lande  is  a  stockholder  in  the  Farmers  Cooperative  Creamery  Company  of  Hux¬ 
ley,  Iowa,  the  Farmers  Elevator  Company  of  Huxley,  Alleman  and  Des  Moines 
Junction,  Iowa,  the  Farmers  Savings  Bank  of  Huxley,  the  First  National  Bank 
of  Cambridge  and  the  Cambridge  Canning  Company. 

Since  age  confened  upon  him  the  right  of  franchise  Mr.  Lande  has  sup¬ 
ported  the  men  and  measures  of  the  republican  party,  believing  that  its  principles 
are  most  conducive  to  good  government.  In  religious  faith  he  is  a  Lutheran. 
In  his  social  and  business  life  he  is  recognized  as  a  man  of  genuine  personal 
worth,  who  has  won  the  respect  and  esteem  of  all  with  whom  he  has  come  in 
contact. 


FRANKLIN  RAYNOLDS  LAIRD. 

ihe  life  history  of  Franklin  Raynolds  Laird  if  written  in  detail  would  pre¬ 
sent  an  interesting  picture  of  pioneer  life  and  experiences  in  Iowa  as  well  as  the 
record  of  individual  effort  crowned  with  success,  for  in  business  affairs  he  so 
directed  his  labors  that  energy  and  enterprise  overcame  difficulties  and  obstacles 
and  prosperity  resulted.  Public  opinion  accorded  him  place  with  the  represen¬ 
tative  citizens  of  Des  Moines. 

^  He  was  born  on  the  Island  of  Mackinac,  Michigan,  on  the  12th  of  August, 
1825,  a  son  of  John  and  Elizabeth  (Raynolds)  Laird.  On  the  father’s  side  he 
was  descended  from  Scotch  Presbyterians,  who  came  to  America  about  1685. 
On  his  mother’s  side  he  was  descended  from  the  English  nobility,  who  settled 
in  V irgima  in  the  latter  part  of  the  seventeenth  century.  John  Laird  was  a  son 
of  Jacob  and  Jane  (Johnston)  Laird,  who  were  married  in  Huntingdon,  Penn¬ 
sylvania.  The  maternal  grandparents  of  our  subject  were  William  and  Eliza¬ 
beth  (Millar)  Raynolds,  who  were  married  in  Virginia  in  1787.  It  was  their 
daughter  Elizabeth  who  in  1821  gave  her  hand  in  marriage  in  Canton,  Ohio,  to 
John  Laird.  At  the  time  of  the  birth  of  Franklin  R.  Laird  his  father  was  an 
Indian  trader  among  the  tribes  of  red  men  in  the  Lake  Superior  region.  In 
1828,  however,  when  his  son  was  but  three  years  of  age,  he  abandoned  the  trad- 
mg  post  and  went  to  Canton,  Ohio,  where  he  engaged  in  general  merchandising. 
In  time  the  boy  was  sent  to  a  private  school  and  after  the  completion  of  his  edu¬ 
cation  he  assisted  his  father  in  business  and  displayed  such  aptitude  for  success¬ 
ful  management  that  before  he  had  attained  his  majority  he  was  admitted  to  a 
partnership.  .  The  father  died  in  1854  and  the  business  was  then  closed  out. 

Recognizing  the  fact  that  the  trend  of  emigration  was  westward  and  that  the 
natural  resources  of  the  country  offered  great  inducements  to  settlers,  Mr.  Laird 
determined  to  make  a  home  in  the  growing  state  of  Iowa,  whither  he  and  his 
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brother  Madison  came,  followed  by  his  mother  and  two  other  brothers,  John  W. 
and  Jacob  M.  Laird.  They  proceeded  down  the  Ohio  river  and  up  the  Missis¬ 
sippi  to  Davenport,  where  Mr.  Laird  purchased  several  horses  and  carriages  and 
thus  drove  across  the  state  to  Des  Moines.  The  town  was  then  small  and  the 
number  of  dwellings  within  its  borders  was  limited  but  at  length  he  managed  to 
secure  a  house  where  Foster’s  Opera  House  now  stands,  although  at  the  time 
his  new  home  was  considered  “out  in  the  country.”  The  town  was  crowded 
with  land  seekers  and  speculators  and  to  meet  the  demand  for  livery  accommo¬ 
dations  Mr.  Laird  opened  a  stable,  thus  embarking  in  what  proved  a  profitable 
venture,  for  patronage  came  to  him  quickly  and  good  prices  were  secured.  When 
Judge  T.  T.  Morris  and  his  father  and  their  famiiles  were  in  Des  Moines  in 
1855  on  their  way  to  Carroll  county  to  find  land  for  a  home  Mr.  Laird  provided 
carriages  for  the  women  and  children  and  took  them  as  far  as  Panora,  Iowa. 
While  thus  carrying  on  the  livery  business  in  the  early  days  he  watched  his 
opportunity  for  judicious  investment  and  thus  acquired  considerable  real  estate. 

In  1858  Mr.  Laird  directed  his  energies  to  other  lines  of  business  by  opening 
a  mercantile  establishment  on  Second  street  near  Court  and  thus  became  one 
of  the  early  and  enterprising  merchants  of  Des  Moines.  Subsequently  he  pur¬ 
chased  the  dry-goods  stock  of  Harry  Stephenson,  who  was  conducting  business 
in  a  long  two  story  frame  building  at  Fourth  and  Walnut  streets,  where  the 
Valley  National  Bank  now  stands.  For  several  years  he  carried  on  a  dry-goods 
and  grocery  business  at  that  point,  enjoying  a  growing  trade  as  the  country 
around  about  became  settled.  Later,  however,  he  was  associated  with  his  broth¬ 
ers  in  the  establishment  of  a  wholesale  grocery  house  on  Walnut  street  between 
Second  and  Third.  This  was  the  first  undertaking  of  this  character  in  Des 
Moines  and  it  met  the  needs  of  many  retail  merchants  in  the  surrounding  coun¬ 
try.  With  the  growth  of  the  business  and  the  expansion  of  the  commercial 
center  of  Des  Moines  the  brothers  moved  their  establishment  west  on  Walnut 
street  near  Fourth  to  care  for  the  retail  trade  of  that  district  and  the  house  be¬ 
came  the  most  popular  in  the  city  for  family  supplies,  being  accorded  a  very 
extensive  and  gratifying  patronage.  In  May,  1869,  however,  they  suffered  heavy 
loss  through  fire,  the  store  and  its  entire  contents  being  destroyed. 

For  a  time  F.  R.  Laird  withdrew  from  commercial  pursuits  in  order  to  dis¬ 
charge  the  duties  of  public  office,  to  which  he  had  been  called,  serving  for  one 
term  as  country  treasurer,  beginning  in  October,  1871.  In  1873  he  once  more 
embarked  in  the  wholesale  grocery  business,  in  which  he  continued  until  1880. 
when  he  retired  altogether  from  active  commercial  pursuits.  The  following 
year  he  was  appointed  gauger  at  the  Atlas  Distillery  and  occupied  that  position 
for  three  years. 

Throughout  the  entire  period  of  his  residence  in  Des  Moines  Mr.  Laird  was 
recognized  as  a  progressive  spirit,  who  stood  in  the  vanguard  of  those  who  pro¬ 
moted  the  best  interests  of  Des  Moines  and  laid  the  foundation  for  its  present 
municipal  greatness.  The  extension  of  the  trade  to  the  westward  on  Walnut 
street  led  to  the  consideration  of  the  question  of  building  a  bridge  over  the  Des 
Moines  river  on  that  street  and  prominent  among  the  projectors  of  this  enter¬ 
prise  Mr.  Laird  raised  by  subscription  a  fund  large  enough  to  build  the  bridge, 
which  was  opened  on  the  22d  of  October  of  that  year,  a  toll  being  charged  from 
all  those  who  crossed  it.  He  was  also  one  of  the  most  active  and  liberal  advo¬ 
cates  in  securing  the  first  bridge  over  the  river  on  Sixth  avenue.  At  all  times 
lie  was  actuated  by  a  spirit  of  patriotism  in  his  public  service  and  when  the  Civil 
war  was  inaugurated  would  have  gone  at  once  to  the  front  had  not  the  condition 
of  his  health  prevented  his  acceptance  by  government  authorities.  When  one 
of  his  clerks  expressed  a  desire  to  go  Mr.  Laird  felt  that  this  would  be  a  good 
way  to  be  represented,  gave  his  consent  to  the  enlistment  of  his  clerk  and  paid 
him  his  salary  regularly  until  his  return. 
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On  the  3°th  of  July,  i860,  in  "Des  Aloines,  Air.  Laird  was  married  to  Aliss 
Adelaide  Bausman,  a  daughter  of  Adam  and  Caroline  (Lacock)  Bausman,  who 
were  married  in  Beaver  county,  Pennsylvania,  about  1826.  The  former  was  a 
son  of  Jacob  and  Elizabeth  (Saam)  Bausman,  who  were  married  in  Allegheny 
county,  Pennsylvania,  about  1785.  The  maternal  grandparents  of  Airs.  Laird 
were  Abner  and  Hannah  (Eddy)  Lacock,  who  were  married  in  Allegheny 
county,  Pennsylvania,  in  1796.  The  former  was  United  States  senator  from  the 
Keystone  state  between  the  years  1813  and  1819.  Unto  Air.  and  Airs.  Laird 
were  born  six  children,  two  sons  and  four  daughters,  namely:  John  W.  Frank 
C.,  Caroline,  Adelaide,  Daisy  and  Flora. 

Air.  and  Airs.  Laird  were  active  members  of  the  Baptist  church,  at  all  times 
taking  a  helpful  part  in  the  various  lines  of  church  work.  Air.  Laird’s  political 
allegiance  was  originally  given  to  the  whig  party,  which  he  supported  until  its 
dissolution,  when  he  joined  the  ranks  of  the  new  republican  party.  He  belonged 
to  the  Old  Settlers  Association  and  was  a  charter  member  of  the  Tippecanoe 
Club.  No  one  ever  questioned  his  integrity  in  business  affairs  nor  his  public- 
spirited  devotion  to  the  general  good.  A  man  of  high  and  honorable  principles, 
he  lived  to  enjoy  the  respect  and  confidence  of  all  who  knew  him  and  when 
death  claimed  him  on  the  9th  of  December,  1900,  Des  Aloines  lost  one  of  her 
valued  citizens.  Coming  to  the  west  in  pioneer  times,  he  was  a  connecting  link 
between  the  primitive  past  and  the  progressive  present  and  ever  was  in  touch 
with  the  trend  of  modern  progress  and  improvement. 


LAWRENCE  E.  FLYNN. 

Lawrence  E.  Flynn,  who  occupies  the  old  family  homestead  in  Polk  county, 
is  known  as  a  thorough  and  progressive  farmer  who  aims  to  keep  abreast  of  the 
times  m  everything  pertaining  to  his  calling,  to  which  he  has  devoted  his  entire 

life.  He  is  a  native  of  this  county,  having  been  born  at  Des  Aloines  September 
29,  i860.  ^ 

His  parents  were  Michael  and  Honora  (Burke)  Flynn,  both  of  whom  were 
born  in  Ireland.  The  father  emigrated  to  America  and  landed  in  Canada,  where 
he  worked  at  whatever  he  could  find  to  do  for  three  years.  He  then  removed  to 
New  Yoik  state  and  engaged  in  railroad  work,  later  continuing  at  railroad  work 
m.  Vermont.  In  1856  he  arrived  in  Iowa  City,  Iowa,  then  the  terminus  of  the 
railroad,  and  pursued  his  journey  to  Des  Moines  by  team.  He  found  employ¬ 
ment  at  Des  Moines  as  a  common  laborer  but  subsequently  entered  the  contract- 
-gbusiness,  in  which  he  continued  until  1872,  when  he  moved  upon  a  farm  of 
eighty  acres  which  he  had  purchased  in  Camp  township.  He  proved  to  be  highly 
successful  as  an  agriculturist  and  stock-raiser  and  purchased  more  land  from 
time  to  time,  until  he  became  the  owner  of  two  hundred  acres.  He  died  May 
21,  1881,  but  Mrs.  Flynn  is  still  living  and  resides  at  St.  Catherine’s  Home  on 
Grand  avenue  m  Des  Moines,  having  now  arrived  at  the  age  of  eighty  years. 

Lawrence  E.  Flynn  received  his  education  in  the  public  schools  of  Des  Moines 
and  after  leaving  school  assisted  his  father  upon  the  home  farm.  Upon  the  death 
of  the  latter  he  came  into  possession  of  the  home  place,  which  he  has  carefully 
improved  by  the  erection  of  buildings,  fences  and  by  drainage  and  proper  rota¬ 
tion  of  crops,  showing  an  enterprise  and  progressiveness  which  are  the  sure  and 
certain  forerunners  of  success.  Everything  about  the  farm  presents  evidence 
of.  thoughtful  care  and  intelligent  administration  of  affairs.  Such  care  and 
ability  seldom  fails  to  produce  gratifying  returns.  He  raises  about  seventy-five 

head  of  hogs  each  year  and  keeps  about  forty  head  of  cattle  and  fourteen 'head 
of  horses. 
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In  February,  1900,  Mr.  Flynn  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Catherine 
Enright,  a  daughter  of  John  and  Anna  (Dougherty)  Enright,  the  former  of 
whom  was  born  in  Ireland  and  the  latter  in  Canada.  The  father  emigrated  to 
the  United  States  and  located  in  Illinois  in  1861.  He  filled  the  position  of  sec¬ 
tion  boss  on  the  railroad  at  Cherry  Valley,  Illinois,  for  forty  years  and  is  still 
living  there.  The  mother  died  in  September,  iqo6.  Two  children  have  come 
to  brighten  the  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Flynn:  Joseph  M.,  now  nine  years  of 
age ;  and  Mary  Grace,  aged  seven  years. 

Mr.  Flynn  has  through  life  been  active  and  industrious,  displaying  those 
traits  of  character  which  are  recognized  as  essential  in  good  citizenship^and  in 
the  promotion  of  kindly  relations  with  others.  His  friends  and  acquaintances 
ever  speak  of  him  in  terms  of  commendation  and  he  enjoys  their  fullest  regard 
and  confidence.  Politically  he  supports  the  republican  party  and  in  religious 
belief  he  and  his  family  are  sincere  followers  of  the  Catholic  church.  " 


WILFRED  C.  BARBER. 

One  of  those  who  has  been  prominently  associated  with  the  work  of  the 
Anti-Saloon  League  for  the  past  five  years  is  W  ilfred  C.  Barber,  who  was  born 
in  Springfield,  Massachusetts,  on  the  2d  of  July,  1870,  and  is  a  son  of  Philetus 
H.  and  Elizabeth  L.  (Chapman)  Barber. 

The  father  who  was  born  in  Phoenix,  Rhode  Island,  on  the  7th  of  March, 
1836,  \\  as  a  machinist,  having  followed  that  trade  during  the  entire  period  of 
his  active  life.  His  first  position  was  m  the  employ  of  the  Lamphear  Manu¬ 
facturing  Company,  from  whose  service  he  withdrew  to  enter  that  of  the  Indian 
Orchard  Mills  Company.  He  was  with  the  latter  company  during  the  period 
of  the  Civil  war  and  having  been  drafted  into  the  government  service  his  em¬ 
ployers  secured  for  him  a  substitute,  feeling  that  they  could  not  dispense  with 
him,  as  at  that  time  he  was  their  master  mechanic.  In  1890  he  resigned  his 
position  with  that  firm  and  became  identified  with  the  Lyman  Manufacturing 
Company  s  Mills  at  Holyoke,  continuing  with  them  for  ten  years  in  the  ca¬ 
pacity  of  master  mechanic,  following  which  he  retired  to  Springfield,  Massa¬ 
chusetts.  .  In  i860  he  was  married  to  Miss  Elizabeth  L.  Chapman,  whose  birth 
occurred  in  1845.  She  was  a  daughter  of  C.  C.  Chapman,  a  ship  carpenter  on  a 
merchantman  vessel  which  sailed  from  New  Bedford  to  San  Francisco.  Mr. 
Chapman  never  lived  to  reach  his  destination,  however,  dying  at  sea,  where  he 
was  also  buried.  His  wife  was  later  married  to  a  John  Davis  a  farmer  of  South 
Dartmouth,  who  also  died  in  1898. 

After  having  finished  the  course  of  the  public  schools  of  his  native  city  Wil¬ 
fred  C.  Barber  pursued  a  commercial  course,  following  the  completion  of  which 
lie  entered  the  business  world.  His  first  position  was  that  of  bookkeeper  in  the 
service  of  the  Bhss-Fabyan  Cotton  Mills  at  Thorndike,  Massachusetts.  He  en¬ 
tered  their  service  m  1889,  continuing  with  them  for  six  years,  at  the  end  of 
which  time  he  migrated  to  Chicago  and  studied  for  the  ministry.  While  residing 
in  Chicago  he  filled  the  pastorate  of  the  Dauphin  Park  Congregational  church 
or  three  years,  in  which  work  he  was  very  popular  and  successful.  At  the  end 
of  that  period  he  accepted  a  call  to  a  church  in  Lee  Center,  Illinois  where  he 
also  remained  for  three  years.  In  1902  he  removed  to  Iowa,  first  assuming 
t  arge  of  the^  church  at  Prairie  City,  where  he  resided  for  two  years,  and 
t  en  went  to  \  alley  Junction  for  a  like  period.  He  withdrew  from  the  ministry 
m  1906  to  accept  the  position  of  field  secretary  of  the  Anti-Saloon  League  un¬ 
der  Dr.  McCash.  After  being  identified  with  this  office  for  ten  months  he 
was  made  state  superintendent,  the  responsibilities  of  which  he  has  discharged 
m  a  manner  highly  creditable  to  himself  and  to  the  organization  up 
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to  the  present  time.  He  has  worked  patiently  and  tirelessly  in  his  efforts 
to  stamp  out  the  liquor  traffic  in  this  state  and  although  his  work  has  not  been 
rewarded  as  he  should  have  liked  in  many  instances,  on  the  whole  the  results 
have  been  most  gratifying,  and  he  is  most  optimistic  and  enthusiastic  regarding 
the  future. 

In  Chicago,  on  the  5th  of  January,  1899,  Mr.  Barber  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Miss  Cora  B.  Redding,  of  Marion,  Ohio,  a  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Alice 
Redding,  well  known  residents  of  Broadway,  Ohio.  Mrs.  Barber’s  father  was 
for  a  number  of  years  superintendent  of  the  car  shops  of  the  Nickel  Plate 
Railroad.  Two  children  have  been  born  unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Barber:  Florence 
B.,  who  was  born  on  the  8th  of  May,  1901,  at  Lee  Center,  Illinois,  and  now 
attending  the  Elmwood  school;  and  Wilfred  C.,  Jr.,  whose  birth  occurred  on  the 
13th  of  January,  1908.  The  family  affiliate  with  the  Congregational  church,  in 
the  work  of  which  denomination  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Barber  take  an  earnest  and  helpful 
interest.  Fraternally  he  is  identified  with  the  Masonic  order  through  the  medium 
of  Preston  Lodge,  No.  66,  A.  F.  &  A.  M. 

In  politics  Mr.  Barber  always  accords  his  allegiance  to  the  republican  party 
in  state  and  national  elections,  but  in  municipal  affairs  casts  his  ballot  in  support 
of  the  men  and  measures  he  feels  are  best  adapted  to  conserve  the  interests  of 
the  community.  He  is  a  man  who  is  well  adapted  to  follow  the  work  in  which 
he  is  now  engaged,  as  he  is  absolutely  fearless  and  does  not  hesitate  to  give 
his  support  to  any  movement  he  considers  essential  for  the  moral  and  spiritual 
development  of  the  public  regardless  of  its  unpopularity,  as  he  will  accept  no 
compromise  in  fighting  for  a  principle. 


ADRIAN  P.  KIVITS. 

I 

Adrian  P.  Kivits,  who  is  one  of  the  substantial  business  men  of  Des  Moines, 
Iowa,  was  born  in  Amsterdam,  Holland,  July  24,  1843,  a  son  °f  Peter  and 
Minnie  (Stolwyke)  Kivits.  His  father  followed  the  occupation  of  a  miller  in 
Holland  until  he  emigrated  to  the  United  States  in  1848,  and  upon  arriving  in 
this  country  engaged  in  the  steamboat  business.  By  force  of  circumstances 
Adrian  P.  Kivits  was  only  able  to  obtain  a  limited  education  in  the  public  schools. 
At  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  war  he  enlisted  in  the  Third  Regiment,  Missouri 
Volunteer  Infantry,  under  Colonel  Segal,  and  faithfully  served  throughout  the 
entire  war.  He  was  ever  ready  to  answer  the  call  of  duty  at  the  firing  line  and, 
notwithstanding  his  youth,  demonstrated  his  courage  on  various  occasions. 
Among  the  prominent  battles  in  which  he  participated  were  those  of  Wilson 
Creek,  Carthage  and  Vicksburg,  and  although  he  received  wounds  in  these  en¬ 
gagements  he  never  allowed  them  to  interfere  with  his  duty  and  accompanied 
Sherman  when  he  marched  to  Atlanta.  He  was  only  twenty-one  years  old  when 
he  was  mustered  out  of  service  and  in  recognition  of  his  service  in  the  defence 
of  the  Union  he  was  appointed  a  cadet  at  West  Point,  but  declined  to  serve,  as 
he  had  decided  to  direct  his  attention  to  commercial  pursuits.  He  began  as  a 
traveling  salesman  for  a  St.  Louis  firm  and  later,  about  1889,  entered  the  employ 
of  Shurman  Brothers,  of  Des  Moines,  with  whom  he  remained  for  twelve  years. 
He  then  decided  to  enter  business  for  himself  and  started  a  dyeing  and  cleaning 
establishment,  which,  by  diligence  and  perseverance  he  has  succeeded  in  placing 
on  a  most  prosperous  basis. 

Mr.  Kivits  was  united  in  marriage,  March  4,  1868,  to  Miss  Hattie  Barber 
Millenitt  and  unto  them  eleven  children  have  been  born,  as  follows:  Emma,  who 
married  V.  G.  Neafie,  and  has  three  children;  Atellia,  who  married  J.  J.  Hal- 
loran  and  has  three  children ;  Minnie,  who  is  the  wife  of  C.  F.  Cotter,  and  has 
two  children;  Hattie,  who  is  the  wife  of  H.  D.  O’Neil,  and  has  two  children; 
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Roy,  who  married  Miss  Grace  Pease;  Bernard,  who  is  married  and  has  one 
child;  Charlotte,  who  became  the  wife  of  Wesley  D.  Lentz,  and  has  one  child; 
Bertha,  who  married  A.  R.  Amaburg  and  has  two  children;  Florentine,  who  is 

the  wife  of  J.  A.  Wirt,  and  has  twin  girls;  Mary  and  Vivian,  who  are  living  at 
home.  & 

Fraternally  Air.  Kivits  is  affiliated  with  the  Ancient  Order  of  United  Work¬ 
men,  and  Lodge  No.  iio,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.  In  religion  he  is  a  member  of  the 
Lutheran  church.  Since  coming  to  Des  Moines  Mr.  Kivits  has,  by  his 
many  admirable  qualities  attained  a  prominent  position  in  the  social  circles  of 
his  home  city  where  he  has  a  wide  acquaintance  which  also  extends  to  adjacent 
localities.  He  is  a  great  admirer  of  high  class  literature  and  has  a  splendid 
'library  of  the  works  by  the  foremost  writers  of  the  world.  Of  a  genial,  sociable 
nature,  it  is  his  great  pleasure  to  welcome  and  entertain  his  many  friends,  to 
whom  he  hospitably  throws  open  his  magnificent  home. 


ROBERT  JAMES  LYNCH,  M.  D. 

Dr.  Robert  Tames  Lynch,  one  of  the  younger  members  of  the  medical  fra¬ 
ternity  of  Des  Moines,  whose  ability,  however,  has  already  won  him  wide  rec¬ 
ognition  so  that  he  occupies  responsible  positions  in  the  line  of  his  profession 
was  born  in  Dunlap,  Harrison  county,  Iowa,  May  6,  1881,  a  son  of  James  and 
Mary  (McNahey)  Lynch,  of  Eagle  Grove,  Iowa.  The  McNalley  family  is  one 
of  the  oldest  of  this  state,  the  parents  of  Airs.  Alary  (AIcNalley)  Lvnch  having 
settled  in  Jones  county  at  an  early  day  on  their  removal  from  Pennsylvania. 
The  father's  parents  came  to  Iowa  about  fifty-five  years  ago  and  established 
their  home  in  Harrison  county,  coming  from  Pennsylvania.  The  great-grand¬ 
father  of  Dr.  Lynch  was  born  in  Ireland  and  emigrated  at  an  early  age  to 
America,  settling  in  Pennsylvania.  The  maternal  ancestry  came  from  the  same 
country  and  also  settled  in  Pennsylvania. 

At  the  usual  age  Robert  James  Lynch  entered  the  public  schools,  wherein 
lie  continued  his  couise  until  graduated  from  the  Eagle  Grove  high  school  in 
1898.  He  afterward  became  a  student  in  the  collegiate  department  of  the  Iowa 
State  University,  where  he  spent  three  years,  on  the  expiration  of  which  period 
he  entered  the  medical  department  of  the  Northwestern  University  at  Chicago, 
Illinois,  and  was  graduated  in  Tune,  1906,  at  which  time  he  was  serving  as 
extern  at  Hotel  Dieu  Hospital. 

JulY  of  that  year  Dr.  Lynch  came  to  Des  Aloines  and  was  appointed 
assistant  medical  director  of  the  Bankers  Life  Association  and  assistant  sur¬ 
geon  for  the  Chicago  &  Northwestern  Railway  Company.  In  1908  he  resigned 
the  former  position  to  become  medical  director  for  the  Alodern  Brotherhood  of 
America,  which  office  he  has  since  filled.  He  is  also  assistant  surgeon  for  the 
Chicago  8z  Northv  estern  Railway  and  a  member  of  the-  board  of  governors  of 
the  National  Insurance  Bureau.  In  1907  he  was  appointed  a  member  of  the 
lecturing  staff  of  Drake  University  Aledical  School,  as  professor  of  clinical 
pathology.  The  importance  of  the  positions  which  he  fills  is  indicative  of  his 
ability  and  the  confidence  reposed  in  him.  At  the  outset  of  his  career  no  vault¬ 
ing  ambition  prompted  his  efforts  but  with  steady  and  persistent  purpose  he  has 
worked  his  way  upward,  the  weight  of  his  character  and  ability  winning  him 
recognition  and  success. 

On  the  nth  of  May,  1910,  in  Des  Aloines,  Dr.  Lynch  was  united  in  mar¬ 
riage  to  Miss  Edna  Helen  Hanley,  a  daughter  of  T.  B.  and  Flora  (Free)  Han¬ 
ley,  a  sketch  of  whom  appears  in  another  part  of  this  work.  Dr.  and  Airs. 
Lynch  now  occupy  a  prominent  position  in  the  social  circles  of  the  city.  Since 
age  conferred  upon  Dr.  Lynch  the  right  of  franchise  he  has  voted  the  repub- 
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lican  ticket  and  is  a  stanch  advocate  of  the  progressive  movements  of  the  party. 
While  in  college  he  became  a  member  of  the  Delta  Tau  Delta  at  Iowa  City  and 
while  pursuing  his  professional  education  joined  the  Phi  Ro  Sigma.  He  be¬ 
longs  to  the  Hyperion  Field  Club  of  Des  Moines  and  while  in  college  was 
quartermaster  sergeant  of  the  University  battalion  at  Iowa  City,  ranking  first 
lieutenant.  He  belongs  to  the  Polk  County  Medical  Society,  the  Iowa  State 
Medical  Society  and  the  American  Medical  Association  and  in  his  profession  is 
making  that  steady  progress  which  results  from  broadening  experience  and  the 
wider  knowledge  that  comes  through  research,  reading  and  investigation. 


JAMES  T.  DUNLAP. 

James  T.  Dunlap,  owning  and  operating  a  farm  of  ninety  acres  in  Washington 
township,  has  won  a  place  among  the  substantial  and  respected  citizens  of  his 
community.  His  birth  occurred  in  Story  county,  Iowa,  on  the  22d  of  May, 
1862,  his  parents  being  George  and  Elizabeth  (Hutson)  Dunlap,  who  were 
natives  of  Ohio  and  Indiana  respectively.  The  father,  an  agriculturist  by  occu¬ 
pation,  began  farming  in  the  Buckeye  state  and  in  1856,  when  a  young  man  of 
about  twenty,  came  to  Iowa.  The  lady  who  afterward  became  his  wife  arrived 
in  this  state  in  1854.  George  Dunlap  operated  a  farm  in  Story  county  until 
his  enlistment  for  service  in  the  Union  army  as  a  member  of  Company  K, 
Thirty-second  Iowa  Volunteer  Infantry.  He  died  while  at  the  front  in  a  hos¬ 
pital  at  Memphis,  Tennessee,  thus  laying  down  his  life  on  the  altar  of  his  coun¬ 
try.  His  wife  was  called  to  her  final  rest  in  September,  1898. 

After  losing  her  husband  Mrs.  Dunlap  took  up  her  abode  in  Washington 
township,  Polk  county,  where  our  subject  was  reared  and  educated,  attending 
the  district  schools.  When  still  quite  young  he  began  working  as  a  farm  hand, 
being  thus  employed  until  a  youth  of  nineteen.  He  then  rented  a  farm  with 
his  mother  and  started  out  as  an  agriculturist  on  his  own  account,  cultivating 
lented  land  for  five  years.  On  the  expiration  of  that  period  he  purchased 
a  tract  of  eighty  acres  in  Hardin  county,  devoting  his  attention  to  its  ope¬ 
ration  for  two  years.  Disposing  of  the  property,  he  returned  to  Washington 
township,  Polk  county,  and  purchased  a  farm  of  eighty  acres,  in  the  further 
cultivation  and  improvement  of  which  he  was  busily  engaged  for  five  years. 
He  then  sold  the  place  and  removed  to  Maxwell,  where  he  remained  for 
two  years,  conducting  a  blacksmith  shop  and  also  buying  grain.  Subse¬ 
quently  he  devoted  his  attention  to  the  cultivation  of  rented  land  in  Jasper 
county  for  two  years  and  then  spent  a  year  on  a  rented  farm  in  Story  county. 
Again  returning  to  Washington  township,  Polk  county,  he  purchased  an  im¬ 
proved  farm  of  one  hundred  acres,  which  he  cultivated  for  two  years  and  then 
sold.  The  farm  of  one  hundred  and  seventy  acres,  which  next  came  into  his 
possession,  is  the  one  on  which  he  has  resided  continuously  since,  but  he  dis¬ 
posed  of  eighty  acres  of  this  in  1908.  He  has  made  a  number  of  substantial 
improvements  on  the  property,  and  the  well  tilled  fields  annually  yield  golden 
harvests  which  find  a  ready  sale  on  the  market.  In  connection  with  his  farming 
interests  Mr.  Dunlap  raises  fifty  head  of  hogs  annually  and  also  keeps  twenty 
head  of  cattle  and  twenty-two  head  of  horses. 

On  the  23d  of  December,  1883,  Mr.  Dunlap  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Emma  Eatwell,  who  was  born  in  Dane  county,  Wisconsin,  on  the  3d  of  Sep¬ 
tember,  1864,  her  parents  being  John  and  Helen  (Gardner)  Eatwell,  natives  of 
England  and  Michigan  respectively.  John  Eatwell  followed  general  agricul¬ 
tural  pursuits  in  Wisconsin  until  1868,  when  he  removed  to  Jasper  county, 
Iowa,  where  he  bought  a  farm  and  made  his  home  throughout  the  remainder 
of  his  life,  passing  away  in  September,  1884.  His  widow,  who  has  now  at- 
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tained  the  age  of  seventy-six  years,  resides  with  her  son  in  Jasper  county.  Unto 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dunlap  have  been  born  eight  children,  as  follows:  Bessie,  who 
gave  her  hand  in  marriage  to  A.  S.  Gifford,  a  farmer  of  Washington  township ; 
and  George,  Mary,  Bert,  Frank,  Mildred,  Carrie  and  Loren,  all  at  home. 

Mr.  Dunlap  gives  his  political  allegiance  to  the  republican  party  and  has 
served  as  justice  of  the  peace,  school  director  and  road  supervisor  of  Washing¬ 
ton  township.  Fraternally  he  is  identified  with  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd 
Fellows  at  Maxwell,  while  in  religious  faith  he  is  a  Methodist.  Wherever 
known  he  is  held  in  highest  esteem  and  is  best  liked  where  best  known. 


JOSEPH  P.  MAHER. 

•  • 

Joseph  P.  Maher,  filling  the  position  of  clerk  of  the  district  court  and  recog¬ 
nized  as  one  of  the  leaders  among  the  younger  element  in  the  republican  party 
in  Polk  county,  was  born  in  Des  Moines,  November  4,  1878.  His  father,  James 
Maher,  was  a  native  of  County  Tipperary.  Ireland,  and  his  wife  who  bore  the 
maiden  name  of  Julia  Byrne,  was  a  native  of  County  Carlow,  Ireland.  The 
father  came  to  the  United  States  in  1848  and  in  1852  established  his  home'  in 
Des  Moines,  where  for  a  number  of  years  he  had  charge  of  the  stage  coaches 
which  were  in  use  ere  the  period  of  railroad  travel.  He  was  a  good  citizen  and 
highly  respected.  His  death  occurred  in  July,  1879,  and  his  widow,  long  sur¬ 
viving  him,  passed  away  in  the  year  1902. 

Joseph  P.  Maher  acquired  his  preliminary  education  in  the  parochial  school 
of  this  city,  followed  by  a  course  in  St.  Andrews  College  from  which  he  gradu¬ 
ated  in  1895.  The  same  year  he  entered  the  law  department  of  Drake  Uni¬ 
versity  where  he  studied  for  three  years.  He  then  entered  the  employ  of  J.  B. 
McGorrisk  as  a  bookkeeper  with  whom  he  remained  for  a  number  of  years, 
or  until  1909  when  he  resigned  to  enter  upon  the  duties  of  his  new  office,  having 
been  appointed  deputy  clerk  of  the  district  court.  He  fulfilled  the  duties  of  this 
office  for  ten  years,  at  the  expiration  of  which  period  he  was  elected  clerk. 
Since  age  conferred  upon  him  the  right  of  franchise  he  has  always  given  active 
and  loyal  support  to  the  republican  party,  in  the  ranks  of  which  he  is  popular, 
enjoying  the  confidence  of  the  republican  leaders  of  the  district.  In  his  work 
as  clerk  of  the  courts  he  is  accurate  and  systematic  and  his  service  in  this  ca¬ 
pacity  is  giving  entire  satisfaction. 

Mr.  Maher  is  a  member  of  the  St.  Ambrose  Catholic  church,  and  fraternally 
he  is  connected  with  the  Knights  of  Columbus,  the  Benevolent  and  Protective 
Order  of  Elks,  and  socially  with  the  Hyperion,  Field,  Motor  and  Grant  Clubs. 
He  has  spent  his  entire  life  in  Des  Moines  and  has  a  wide  acquaintance,  his 
stanchest  friends  being  those  who  have  known  him  from  boyhood. 


M.  H.  KANARY. 

M.  H.  Kanary  holds  the  important  and  responsible  position  of  manager 
of  the  Des  Moines  Bridge  &  Iron  Works,  doing  business  throughout  the  United 
States,  Canada,  the  Philippine  Islands  and  Cuba.  His  birth  occurred  in  Williams¬ 
port,  Pennsylvania,  on  the  13th  of  January,  1870,  his  parents  being  Philip 
and  Alice  (Purtle)  Kanary,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  England.  The 
father,  whose  natal  year  was  1830,  was  engaged  in  the  bridge  and  iron  business 
throughout  his  active  career,  passing  away  in  1881.  Unto  him  and  his  wife 
were  born  eight  children,  all  of  whom  are  yet  living. 
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In  the  acquirement  of  an  education  M.  H.  Kanary  attended  the  Pittsburg 
high  school,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1887.  He  next  took  up  the  study 
of  civil  engineering  in  Chicago  under  private  tutors.  Beginning  work  at  his 
profession  as  an  apprentice  with  the  Shifflar  Bridge  Company,  he  has  been 
steadily  promoted  from  one  position  to  the  next  higher,  thus  gaining  the  ex¬ 
perience  and  knowledge  that  qualified  him  to  undertake  the  important  duties 
devolving  upon  him  as  manager  of  the  Des  Moines  Bridge  &  Iron  Works.  About 
six  hundred  men  are  employed  in  the. conduct  of  the  business,  which  covers 
the  entire  United  States,  Canada,  the  Philippine  Islands  and  Cuba.  The  com¬ 
pany  has  erected  nearly  all  of  the  large  buildings  in  Des  Moines  and  has  just 
completed  the  largest  office  building  on  the  Pacific  coast — twenty-eight  miles 
from  Seattle.  At  Tacoma,  Washington,  they  erected  the  National  Realty  build¬ 
ing,  a  fireproof,  steel-skeleton  structure  of  twenty-four  stories,  which  is  only 
one  of  many  similar  buildings  which  stand  as  monuments  to  their  ability  and 
enterprise.  They  have  also  been  engaged  in  waterworks  construction  on  an 
extensive  scale.  At  their  large  plant  in  Pittsburg,  Pennsylvania,  about  five  hun¬ 
dred  men  are  employed.  The  Des  Moines  plant  of  the  concern  covers  about 
ten  acres  and  is  located  at  Ninth  and  Tuttle  streets.  The  business  had  its  in- 

Iception  seventeen  years  ago,  when  Messrs.  Crellin,  Jackson  and  Moss  became  the 
pioneers  in  this  branch  of  construction  in  the  territory. 

In  1899  Mr.  Kanary  was  joined  in  wedlock  to  Miss  Mary  Armstrong,  a 
native  of  Pennsylvania  and  a  daughter  of  Alexander  and  Mary  Armstrong,  the 
former  a  coal  merchant.  This  union  has  been  blessed  with  two  children,  namely : 
Frances,  whose  birth  occurred  on  the  3d  of  May,  1903;  and  Orville,  who  was 
born  in  May,  1904. 

In  politics  Mr.  Kanary  is  independent,  supporting  men  and  measures  rather 
than  party.  His  fraternal  relations  are  with  the  Masons,  being  a  member  of 
the  Scottish  Rite  body  of  Des  Moines,  and  he  is  a  worthy  exemplar  of  the 
order.  His  prominence  in  industrial  circles  is  not  the  outcome  of  propitious 
circumstances  but  the  honest  reward  of  labor,  good  management,  ambition  and 
energy,  without  which  no  man  can  win  prosperity. 


HON.  WILLISON  W.  MORROW. 

Hon.  Willison  W.  Morrow,  in  his  present  position  as  state  treasurer,  is 
proving  himself  a  worthy  custodian  of  the  public  funds  and  previous  to  his 
election  to  this  office  he  had  given  proof  of  his  ability  to  successfully  conduct 
important  and  extensive  agricultural  interests.  It  is  characteristic  of  Mr.  Mor¬ 
row  that  he  accomplishes  what  he  undertakes  and  his  energy  and  enterprise 
seek  direct  paths  that  at  all  times  strictly  parallel  the  course  of  honor  and  busi-’ 
ness  integrity.  He  was  born  in  Guernsey  county,  Ohio,  January  4,  1850.  His 
grandfather  and  grandmother  came  from  Ireland  and  were  early  settlers  in 
Pennsylvania.  His  parents,  William  and  Elizabeth  (Roberts)  Morrow,  were 
natives  of  Washington  county,  Pennsylvania,  but  during  the  youth  of  Willison 
W.  Morrow  lived  in  Guernsey  county  until  August,  1864,  when  they  came  to 
Iowa,  settling  at  Afton,  Union  county.  The  land  upon  which  they  took  up 
their  abode  in  that  year  is  now  a  part  of  the  farm  that  is  still  owned  by  their 
son  Willison.  A  youth  of  fourteen  years  when  the  family  came  to  Iowa,  the 
son  continued  his  education  in  the  public  schools  of  Afton  until  graduated 
from  the  high  school.  His  life  has  largely  been  devoted  to  farming  and  stock- 
raising.  Pie  was  reared  to  agricultural  pursuits  and  he  now  owns  and  per¬ 
sonally  manages  a  highly  cultivated  and  splendidly  improved  farm  of  seven 
hundred  and  sixty  acres,  situated  a  mile  from  Afton.  There  in  addition  to 
raising  grains  best  adapted  to  soil  and  climate  he  is  also  engaged  in  raising  a 
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high  grade  of  stock.  Temporarily  he  is  making  his  home  in  Des  Moines.  In 
1870  Mr.  Morrow  wedded  Miss  Mary  E.  Roberts,  a  daughter  of  C.  G.  and 
Arminda  (Beebe)  Roberts,  early  settlers  of  Union  county,  Iowa,  coming  here 
in  1856.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Morrow  had  two  children,  both  now  deceased. 

Although  Mr.  Morrow  has  always  been  active  in  public  affairs  and  has 
sought  the  progress  and  improvement  of  the  community,  state  and  nation,  he 
has  held  but  few  offices.  However  he  represented  Union  county  in  the  twenty- 
third  and  twenty-fourth  general  assemblies  and  was  a  member  of  the  board  of 
directors  of  the  state  fair  association  for  eight  years,  during  which  period  he 
served  for  one  year  as  its  vice  president  and  was  president  of  the  board  for  four 
years  during  the  most  prosperous  period  in  the  existence  of  the  association.  He 
has  always  indorsed  the  principles  of  the  republican  party  and  there  came  to 
him  merited  recognition  of  his  work  in  its  behalf  in  his  election  to  the  office  of 
state  treasurer  in  1906.  Two  years  later  he  was  reelected  and  again  in  1910, 
his  piesent  term  expiring  in  January,  1913*  so  that  he  is  now  the  incumbent  in 
the  office.  Mr.  Morrow  is  by  no  means  a  politician  in  the  usually  accepted  sense 
of  the  term.  He  has  proven  his  ability  and  worth  as  a  business  man  and  he  has 
brought  the  same  qualities  to  the  discharge  of  his  official  duties.  Promptness, 
system  and  accuracy  are  factors  in  his  control  of  the  affairs  of  the  office  which 
for  three  terms  have  been  intrusted  to  his  keeping. 


GEORGE  PROCTOR. 

George  Proctor,  the  owner  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  rich  and 
productive  land  in  Walnut  township,  is  busily  engaged  in  the  pursuits  of  farm¬ 
ing  and  dairying.  His  birth  occurred  in  England  on  the  8th  of  March,  1872,  his 
parents  being  Daniel  and  Ann  (Evans)  Proctor,  who  were  likewise  natives  of 
the  Merrie  isle.  The  mother  there  passed  away  in  November,  1893.  In  1881 
the  father  crossed  the  Atlantic  to  the  United  States,  coming  direct  to  Des 
Moines,  Iowa,  where  he  rented  eighty  acres  of  land  and  operated  a  dairy  farm 
for  about  six  years.  On  the  expiration  of  that  period  he  embarked  in  the  coal 
business,  conducting  the  Proctor  Coal  Company  for  about  ten  years.  At  the 
end  of  that  time  he  put  aside  active  business  cares,  spending  the  remainder  of 
his  life  in  honorable  retirement  in  the  home  of  our  subject.  When  he  passed 
away  in  F.ebruary,  1906,  the  community  mourned  the  loss  of  one  of  its  most 
respected  and  substantial  citizens. 

George  Proctor  spent  the  first  seventeen  years  of  his  life  in  his  native  land 
and  there  obtained  his  education.  In  1889  he  emigrated  to  America,  locating 
in  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  where  he  worked  on  a  dairy  farm  for  his  brother.  Sub¬ 
sequently  he  was  employed  in  a  coal  mine  for  two  years,  on  the  expiration  of 
which  period  he  bought  out  his  brother’s  interests  and  embarked  in  the  dairy 
business,  in  which  he  was  successfully  engaged  until  1908,  when  he  sold  out. 
During  this  time  he  had  operated  a  rented  farm  comprising  six  hundred  acres. 
In  1907*  however,  he  purchased  a  tract  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  in 
Walnut  township,  which  has  since  remained  in  his  possession  and  which  he  has 
brought  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation  and  improvement.  He  has  remodeled 
the  house  and  erected  a  fine  barn,  and  the  place  is  now  lacking  in  none  of  the 
conveniences  and  accessories  of  a  model  farm  of  the  twentieth  century.  Forty 
acres  have  been  planted  to  fruit.  Mr.  Proctor  is  gradually  devoting  more  and 
more  time  to  the  dairy  business,  keeping  at  present  fifteen  head  of  cattle.  He 
owns  and  leases  five  residences  in  the  city  of  Des  Moines  and  is  widely  recog¬ 
nized  as  one  of  the  successful  and  representative  citizens  of  the  community. 

In  October,  1896,  Mr.  Proctor  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Mabel 
Finch,  a  daughter  of  Henry  and  Fanny  (Mills)  Finch,  who. were  natives  of 
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England  and  came  to  this  country  in  April,  1894.  Mr.  Finch  has  resided  in  the 
home  of  our  subject  continuously  since,  being  now  sixty-eight  years  of  age. 
His  wife  was  called  to  her  final  rest  in  1898.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Proctor  have  one 
child,  Reuben  E.,  now  a  lad  of  ten  years. 

In  politics  Mr.  Proctor  is  a  republican,  while  fraternally  he  is  identified  with 
the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and  the  Red  Men  at  Des  Moines.  In 
Teligious  faith  both  he  and  his  wife  are  Episcopalians.  His  upright  and  honora¬ 
ble  life  has  won  for  him  the  esteem  and  confidence  of  all  with  whom  he  has 
been  brought  in  contact  either  in  business  or  social  relations. 


ELI  RISON. 

Eli  Rison,  who  for  nearly  thirty  years  was  connected  with  the  farming 
interests  of  Camp  township  and  became  one  of  the  substantial  citizens  of  Polk 
county,  was  born  upon  a  farm  in  Ohio,  May  21,  1831.  He  was  a  son  of  Rollie 
and  jane  (Miller)  Rison,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  the  Buckeye  state. 
The  father  came  to  Iowa  with  his  family  in  1853  and  entered  government  land 
in  Camp  township,  Polk  county,  when  Indians  and  wild  animals  abounded 
throughout  much  of  the  territory  now  occupied  by  the  state  of  Iowa.  He 
cleared  and  improved  his  farm  and  became  the  owner  of  one  hundred  and  six 
acres  of  land.  He  died  in  1867,  the  mother  having  been  called  away  eighteen 
years  previously,  in  1849. 

Eli  Rison  received  his  preliminary  education  in  the  district  schools  of  his 
native  state  and  came  with  his  father  to  Iowa,  being  then  twenty-two  years  of 
age.  From  his  boyhood  he  was  acquainted  with  farm  work  and  after  the  death 
of  his  father  came  into  possession  of  the  home  farm  and  devoted  his  attention 
closely  to  agriculture  and  stock-raising,  in  which  he  proved  highly  efficient.  He 
possessed  the  character  and  attributes  of  a  progressive  and  successful  man  and 
each  year  witnessed  an  increase  in  his  resources  and  in  his  standing  as  a  citizen 
of  a  growing  community. 

On  the  3d  of  March,  1874,  Mr.  Rison  was  married  to  Miss  Mary  Melissa 
Smith,  a  daughter  of  William  and  Mary  Anna  (Sinnard)  Smith,  the  former  of 
whom  was  born  in  Tennessee  and  the  latter  in  Illinois.  The  father  engaged  in 
farming  for  a  number  of  years  in  Illinois  but  was  attracted  by  superior  ad¬ 
vantages  west  of  the  Mississippi  river.  He  located  upon  a  farm  which  he  pur¬ 
chased  in  Wapello  county,  Iowa,  where  he  continued  during  the  remainder  of 
his  life.  He  and  his  wife  both  died  in  1858  and  the  daughter,  Mary  Melissa, 
took  up  her  residence  with  Archibald  Everett  near  Runnells,  Iowa,  where  she 
remained  until  her  marriage.  Two  children  have  blessed  the  union  of  Mr.  and 
Airs.  Rison :  Etta,  who  married  G.  S.  Borge,  who  is  now  engaged  in  farming 
upon  a  part  of  the  place  owned  by  Mrs.  Rison;  and  Arvilla,  who  is  living  with 
her  mother. 

Mr.  Rison  was  called  from  earthly  scenes  August  1,  1882,  having  then  ar¬ 
rived  at  the  age  of  fifty-one  years.  He  was  a  man  of  excellent  habits,  indus¬ 
trious,  persevering,  and  a  generous  neighbor,  who  made  many  friends  and 
exercised  a  positive  influence  for  good  wherever  he  was  known.  Politically  he 
gave  his  support  to  the  republican  party  and  was  prominent  in  local  politics, 
serving  very  acceptably  in  all  the  township  offices. 

After  the  death  of  her  husband  Airs.  Rison  assumed  the  management  of 
the  farm  and  has  since  conducted  the  place,  displaying  an  energy  and  business 
ability  which  reflects  upon  her  the  highest  credit.  She  has  made  many  improve¬ 
ments,  including  the  erection  of  a  handsome  residence  which  is  supplied  with 
all  modern  conveniences,  and  she  has  also  erected  commodious  barns  and  other 
Tuildings.  She  purchased  more  land  and  now  owns  a  fine  farm  of  one  hundred 
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and  sixty  acres,  which  yields  bounteous  harvests  and  compares  favorably  in 
appearance  and  productiveness  with  any  other  of  equal  area  in  this  part  of  the 
county.  She  and  her  daughter  Arvilla  are  active  members  of  the  Evangelical 
church  and  justly  enjoy  the  highest  regard  of  many  friends  and  acquaintances 
in  Polk  county. 


MAX  SHLOSS. 

In  the  year  1872,  when  a  youth  of  seventeen,  Max  Shloss,  now  president  of 
Lederer,  Strauss  &  Company,  Incorporated,  arrived  in  Des  Moines  and  in  a 
humble  capacity  entered  business  circles,  wherein  he  has  worked  his  way  steadily 
upward  until  he  is  now  president  of  one  of  the  large  wholesale  Houses  of  the 
west.  Moreover,  he  is  not  only  a  self-made  man  but  one  whose  record  anyone 
might  be  proud  to  possess,  for  he  enjoys  in  full  measure  the  esteem  and  con¬ 
fidence  of  colleagues  and  contemporaries. 

He  was  born  in  Germany  on  the  7th  of  May,  1855,  and  is  a  son  of  Samuel 
and  Marie  (Altshuler)  Shloss,  both  of  whom  spent  their  entire  lives  in  Ger¬ 
many.  Max  Shloss  acquired  a  good  education,  attending  public  school  until 
eleven  years  of  age  and  afterwards  spending  two  years  in  college.  Moreover, 
in  the  school  of  experience  he  has  learned  many  valuable  lessons. 

He  was  only  thirteen  years  of  age  when,  in  1868,  he  bade  adieu  to  friends 
and  fatherland  and  came  to  the  United  States  with  his  brother,  Isaac  Shloss. 
1  lie}  located  m  Philadelphia,  where  Max  Shloss  remained  for  four  years,  and 
in  1872  came  to  Des  Moines,  where  he  has  since  made  his  home.  Here  lie  en¬ 
tered  the  employ  of  the  well  known  and  prosperous  firm  of  Lederer,  Strauss  & 
Company,  and  since  that  time  has  been  continuously  connected  with  the  busi¬ 
ness.  He  started  in  as  eiiand  boy  at  the  foot  of  the  ladder  but  it  was  not  long 
before  his  industry,  determination  and  reliability  won  him  recognition.  Pro¬ 
motion  follow  ed  and  from  time  to  time  he  was  advanced  as  he  became  qualified 
to  assume  larger  responsibilities.  Eventually  lie  was  admitted  to  the  firm  as 
a  pai  tner  and  came  more  and  more  to  have  a  directing  voice  111  the  manage¬ 
ment  of  affairs,  and  upon  the  incorporation  of  the  business  in  190^  he  was 
elected  its  piesident.  He  is  one  of  the  most  trusted  merchants  of  this  city  and 
1.^  now  at  the  head  of  one  of  the  largest  concerns  of  the  kind  in  the  wrest.  He  is 
popular  with  the  patrons  of  the  store,  with  employes  and  with  all  who  know' 
him.  He  is  kind,  considerate  and  tactful  as  well  as  thoroughly  reliable  and  at 
the  same  time  he  neglects  none  of  the  interests  of  his  business  but  gives  watch¬ 
ful  attention  to  every  indication  of  the  trade  pointing  to  success  and  creates  a 

demand,  for  his  mei chandise  by  keeping  a  liberal  stock  of  latest  manufacture 
and  design. 

Notwithstanding  his  business  makes  heavy  demands  upon  his  time  and  at¬ 
tention  Mr.  Shloss  finds  opportunity  to  take'  an  active  and  helpful  interest  in 
municipal  affairs  and  w'orks  untiringly  for  the  welfare  and  benefit  of  the  city 
He  has  cooperated  in  many  movements  for  the  general  good  and  is  deeply  in- 
1  elected  in  charitable  and  benevolent  w'ork,  as  is  evidenced  by  the  fact  that  he 
has  been  elected  one  of  the  directors  of  the  Cleveland  Orphan  Association  and 
is  treasurer  and  a  director  of  the  Federated  Jewish  Charities.  He  is  also  pres¬ 
ident  ol  the  Benai  Y  eshurum  congregation  and  has  attained  high  rank  in  Ma- 
sonrv,  being  a  thirty-second  degree  member  of  the  consistory  and  also  a  member 
of  the  Mystic  Shrine.  His  political  allegiance  is  given  to  the  reouMican  party 
but  he  has  never  been  a  seeker  after  office. 

On  the  14th  of  May,  1884,  Mr.  Shloss  wTas  married  in  Des  Moines  to  Miss 
Rose  A.  Sheuerman,  a  native  of  Marengo,  Iowa,  and  a  daughter  of  Abraham 
S  leuerman.  They  have  three  children:  Sam  M.,  who  is  now  connected  with 
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his  father  in  business  ;  Irma ;  and  Marie.  All  are  graduates  of  West  Des  Moines 
nigh  school  and  Sam  M.  completed  his  education  in  the  University  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  while  Irma  became  a  student  at  Bryn  Mawr,  Pennsylvania. 

The  family  are  well  known  socially  and  Mr.  Shloss  is  a  popular  member  of 
the  Des  Moines  Club  and  of  the  Hyperion  Club.  He  is  liberal  in  thought  and 
action  and  gives  generously  where  it  is  needed.  He  is  essentially  a  self-made 
man,  having  been  both  the  architect  and  builder  of  his  own  fortunes.  He  cer¬ 
tainly  iriei  its  much  credit  for  what  he  has  accomplished  in  the  business  world. 
Unaided  at  the  outset  of  his  career  by  wealth  or  influence,  he  determined  that 
he  would  progress  by  reason  of  his  diligence  and  reliability  and  those  qual¬ 
ities  have  ever  been  important  features  in  his  advancement.  He  is  today  a 
1  epresentative  of  one  of  the  leading  business  interests  of  Des  Moines.  A  man 
of  keen  discrimination  and  sound  judgment,  his  executive  ability  and  excellent 
management  have  brought  to  the  concern  with  which  he  is  connected  a  high 
degree  of  success.  & 


SETH  GRAHAM. 

For  over  half  a  century  Seth  Graham  has  been  prominently  identified  with 
t  ie  business  mteiests  of  Des  Moines  but  is  now  practically  living  retired  leaving 
the  active  management  of  his  business  interests  to  younger  hands.  Like  many 
of  the  leading  citizens  of  Iowa,  he  comes  from  Ohio,  his  birth  having  occurred 
in  Wayne  county,  that  state,  April  17,  1831.  His  father,  John  Newton  Graham, 
was  a  native  of  Scotland  and  in  early  life  started  for  the  United  States  in 
company  with  his  parents,  but  his  father  died  on  the  voyage.  The  family- 
landed  in  Philadelphia  m  1793,  but  the  mother  died  shortly 'afterward  and  the 
children  were  soon  scattered.  John  Newton  Graham  went 'to  Lancaster  Penn¬ 
sylvania.  where  he  learned  the  millwright’s  trade  and  where  he  was  married  to 
Miss  Esther  Wakefield.  In  1828  they  removed  to  Wayne  county,  Ohio,  and 
ater  to  Ashland  county,  that  state,  where  he  built  and  conducted  a  woolen  mill 
for  some  time.  In  1838  they  became  residents  of  Pike  county,  Indiana,  where 
he  erected  a  sawmill  and  engaged  in  its  operation  for  two  years.  On  selling 
out  there  he  removed  to  Perry  county,  Illinois,  where  he  made  his  home  until 
called  to  his  final  rest  m  November,  1852.  The  mother  of  our  subject  died  in 

During  his  boyhood  and  youth  Seth  Graham  attended  the  common  schools 
near  his  home  and  early  displayed  ability  along  mechanical  lines,  working  with 
ms  father  as  opportunity  permitted.  He  remained  under  the  parental  roof 
until  1849  an(f  the  following  year  came  to  Iowa,  making  his  way  first  to  Mus- 
catme  and  thence  to  Cedar  county.  .  In  the  fall  of  1850  he  entered  the  employ 
oi  IN  S.  *\  Id  burn,  working  on  a  bridge  which  was  blown  down  just  before  its 
completion  Mr.  Graham  then  went  to  Keosauqua,  working  on  a  bridge  across 
the  Des  Momes  river,  which,  however,  was  never  completed  owing  to  a  dis¬ 
agreement  between  the  contractor  and  the  company  building  the  bridge  He 
next  made  his  way  to  Rome  to  aid  in  building  a  bridge  across  Skunk  river, 
w  ere  he  worked  as  one  of  the  drillers,  the  bridge  being  constructed  on  piles 
fie  left  that  place  m  the  winter  of  1852-3  and  proceeded  to  Iowaville  ID 
was  next  engaged  in  steamboating  on  the  Des  Moines  and  Illinois  rivers  until 
May,  1855,  which  month  witnessed  his  arrival  in  Des  Moines,  where  he  has 
since  made  his  home.  At  first  he  was  variously  employed,  being  sawyer  in  a 
null  part  of  the  time.  In  1863  he  commenced  working  at  the  machinist’s  trade 
and  continued  to  follow  that  occupation  for  five  years.  He  formed  a  part¬ 
nership  with  Lester  Cate,  a  brother-in-law,  in  1868  and  embarked  in  the  transfer 
business  under  the  name  of  the  Des  Moines  Transfer  Company,  which  in  Oc- 
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tober,  1910,  was  merged  with  the  Merchants  Transfer  &  Storage  Company, 
he  retiring  as  a  stockholder  only,  and  his  son  F.  W.  being  its  treasurer.  As  time 
passed  he  steadily  prospered  in  his  business,  being  a  man  of  good  executive 
ability  and  sound  judgment,  and  the  success  that  has  come  to  him  is  but  the 
just  reward  of  earnest  and  persistent  labor. 

On  the  29th  of  November,  1869,  in  Des  Moines,  was  celebrated  the  mar¬ 
riage  of  Mr.  Graham  and  Miss  Elizabeth  A.  King,  a  daughter  of  John  King. 
She  was  born  in  Huntingdonshire,  England,  and  came  to  the  United  States  in 
1851.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Graham  have  become  the  parents  of  three  children  but 
Augustus  Willard  died  at  the  age  of  fifteen  years.  The  others  are:  Frederick 
W. ;  and  Clarissa  A.,  the  wife  of  Frank  R.  Northrup. 

The  family  hold  membership  in  the  Episcopal  church  and  Mr.  Graham  is 
identified  with  the  republican  party  but  has  never  cared  for  the  honors  or 
emoluments  of  public  office.  He  is  one  of  the  oldest  Masons  in  the  city,  hold¬ 
ing  membership  in  Pioneer  Lodge,  No.  22,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  of  which  he  has 
been  treasurer  for  the  long  period  of  forty-two  years,  or  since  1869.  He  has 
held  the  same  office  in  Corinthian  Chapter,  No.  14,  R.  A.  M.,  since  1880  has 
been  treasurer  of  Alpha  Council,  R.  &  S.  M.,  since  its  organization  in  1898, 
treasurer  of  Temple  Commandery,  K.  T.,  since  1872,  and  treasurer  of  the  Ma¬ 
sonic  Libran  Association  since  its  organization  in  1886.  Pie  was  also  treasurer 
of  the  old  Masonic  Association  during  its  entire  existence  of  twenty-five  years. 
He  is  a  man  of  high  character,  whose  upright,  honorable  course  in  life  has  won 
the  respect  and  continence  of  all  with  whom  he  has  been  brought  in  contact 
either  in  business  or  social  life. 


CHRISTIAN  JOHNSON. 

a 

i  he  great  stiength  of  the  American  nation  lies  in  its  self-made  men,  those 
fearless,  determined  and  persevering  individuals,  who  recognize  failure  by  con¬ 
verting  it  into  opportunity.  Of  such  as  these  is  Christian  Johnson,  who  is  one 
of  the  successful  and  substantial  agriculturists  of  Polk  county.  He  was  born 
m  Denmark  on  the  3d  of  June,  1842,  a  son  of  Andrew  and  Sophia  (Hanson) 
Johnson.  The  father,  who  was  a  stonecutter,  spent  his  entire  life  in  the  land 
of  the  Danes,  working  at  his  trade  in  winter,  while  in  summer  he  followed  the 
seas.  Of.  the  mother  and  her  whereabouts  nothing  is  known. 

Christian  Johnson  was  reared  in  his  native  land,  obtaining  his  education  in 
the  government  schools.  At  the  age  of  twenty-three  years  he  became  so  dis¬ 
satisfied  with  life  and  conditions  in  the  old  country  that  he  determined  to  come 
to  America,  where  he  had  been  told  riches  awaited  every  ambitious  and  ener¬ 
getic  young  man.  Upon  his  arrival  in  this  country  in  1865  he  located  at  Racine, 
Wisconsin,  working  out  by  the  month  as  a  farm 'hand  until  the  spring  of  1 866.’ 
Migrating  to  Iowa  he  stopped  at  Ames,  then  the  terminal  of  the  Chicago  & 
N01  thwestern  Railroad,  being  the  first  man  employed  on  the  excavations  for 
the  Iowa  State  College.  He  only  remained  there 'a  month,  at  the  expiration 
of  which  period  he  came  to  Des  Moines,  being  employed  in  building  the  ex¬ 
tension  into  the  city  of  the  Des  Moines  Valley  Railroad,  following  which  he 
worked  on  the  Rock  Island,  which  was  also  extended  into  the  city.  Later  he 
went  to  Omaha,  obtaining  employment  with  the  Union  Pacific  Company,  which 
at  that  time  was  extending  its  lines  to  Ogden,  Utah.  He  continued  ’in  this 
service  for  three  years,  going  with  the  division  through  to  Ogden. 

Returning  to  Polk  county  he  worked  in  the  coal  mines  for  two  years,  and 
then  realizing  that  nothing  was  ever  to  be  gained  by  laboring  for  others  he 
"ame  t0  Elkhart  township,  and  out  of  his  meager  savings  purchased  eighty  acres 
of  land.  He  immediately  began  improving  and  cultivating  this,  in  the  process 
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of  which  he  met  with  such  success  that  he  was  later  able  to  add  to  his  holdings 
another  eighty  acres,  making  the  aggregate  of  his  acreage  one  hundred  and 
sixty. 

Forty  years  have  elapsed  since  Mr.  Johnson  first  became  identified  with 
the  agricultural  community  of  Polk  county,  and  today  he  owns  one  of  the  most 
attractive  and  finely  cultivated  homesteads  in  his  township.  Energetic  and 
painstaking,  he  has  by  means  of  self-denial  and  constant  application,  acquired 
a  splendid  competence,  and  in  addition  to  his  valuable  realty  is  a  stockholder  in 
the  Corn  Exchange  Savings  Bank  of  Elkhart  and  the  Cambridge  Canning  Com¬ 
pany  of  Cambridge,  Iowa.  In  connection  with  the  cultivation  of  his  fertile 
fields  he  at  one  time  was  extensively  engaged  in  the  stock  business,  but  of  late 
has  discontinued  the  latter. 

By  his  marriage  to  Miss  Elsie  M.  Wollersen  on  the  2d  of  October,  1872, 
Mr.  Johnson  established  a  home  for  himself.  Mrs.  Johnson  is  a  daughter  of 
Lew  Wollersen,  a  native  of  Denmark,  in  which  country  the  father  passed  his 
entire  life.  The  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Johnson  has  been  blessed  with  seven 
children:  Christina,  the  wife  of  Fred  Chriss  of  Des  Moines;  Carolina,  who 
passed  away  in  1907;  Andrew,  who  is  farming  in  Emmet  county;  Hans,  who  is 
living  at  home;  Annie,  who  married  Denney  Warren,  a  farmer  of  Story 
county;  Charles,  who  died  in  infancy;  and  Charles,  a  druggist  of  Des  Moines. 

In  matters  of  religion  the  family  affiliate  with  the  United  Brethren  church, 
and  in  politics  Mr.  Johnson  always  casts  his  ballot  for  the  men  or  measures  he 
deems  best  adapted  to  subserve  the  interests  of  the  majority,  irrespective  of 
party.  Although  he  has  never  sought  public  office  he  has  been  a  member  of 
the  school  board  in  his  district  for  fifteen  years.  The  position  he  has  attained 
and  the  success  which  has  awarded  his  efforts  is  the  accrued  interest  on  honesty, 
energy  and  perseverance  intelligently  invested  in  his  early  manhood. 


LYNN  JOEL  TUTTLE. 

Energy  and  enterprise  have  ever  been  prominent  characteristics  in  the  life 
of  Lynn  Joel  Tuttle,  of  Des  Moines,  and  these  qualities  have  very  materially 
assisted  in  his  success  as  a  business  man.  He  was  born  in  Van  Buren  county, 
Iowa,  August  24,  1864,  a  son  of  Samuel  B.  and  Almira  (Kelley)  Tuttle.  The 
latter .  was  a  daughter  of  Ira  and  Annis  (Cole)  Kelley,  both  of  whom  were 
born  in  Putnam  county,  New  York. 

Mr.  Tuttle’s  great-great-grandfather  was  the  first  of  his  ancestors  on  the 
paternal  side  to  come  to  America  from  England,  settling  in  Maine,  where 
James  Tuttle,  the  great-grandfather  of  our  subject,  was  born.  He  was  educated 
for  the  ministry  which  he  followed  throughout  his  life.  The  grandfather,  also 
named  James  Tuttle,  was  born  in  Maine  in  1797  and  when  a  young  man  re¬ 
moved  from  Maine  to  Monroe  county,  Ohio.  In  i860  he  came  to  Des  Moines. 
His  death  occurred  May  13,  1867.  The  father,  Samuel  B.  Tuttle,  was  born  in 
Ohio  February  19,  1829,  and  is  one  of  the  pioneers  of  Des  Moines  of  forty 
years  ago — a  sketch  of  whom  appears  in  another  part  of  this  work.  On  the 
maternal  side  the  ancestry  is  of  Holland  Dutch  descent  and  were  early  settlers 
in  Pennsylvania. 

Mr.  Tuttle,  whose  name  introduces  this  sketch,  possessed  good  advantages 
of  education.  After  preliminary  training  in  the  public  schools  he  became  a 
student  of  the  Des  Moines  high  school  and  later  entered  the  Shattuck  school  of 
Faribault,  Minnesota,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1887,  being  then  in  his 
twenty-third  year.  He  devoted  himself  earnestly  to  a  business  career  and  is 
now  partner  in  the  firm  of  N.  M.  Stark  &  Company,  bridge  contractors  of 
Des  Moines.  The  firm  has  been  in  existence  for  seventeen  years  and  is  widely 
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known  on  account  of  its  prompt  and  effective  methods,  its  operations  extending- 
over  many  states  of  the  west. 

Mr.  luttle  was  married,  at  Des  Moines,  December  5,  1894,  to  Miss  Edith 
Augusta  Given,  a  daughter  of  John  and  Margaret  Given,  and  to  this  union 
two  children  have  been  born:  Dorothy,  who  is  now  fifteen  years  of  age;  and 
Lynn  J.,  Jr.,  aged  eleven  years.  The  father  of  Mrs.  Tuttle  was  a  well  known 
railroad  man  and  was  superintendent  of  the  Iowa  division  of  the  Rock  Island 
Railroad.  Tie  was  of  Scotch-Irish  descent  and  came  to  America  in  his  boy¬ 
hood,  working  his  way  by  indomitable  will  and  perseverance  to  the  responsible 
position  he  occupied.  Mrs.  Given  is  also  of  Scotch-Irish  descent  and  was  born 
in  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania.  She  was  married  to  Mr.  Given  in  Dubuque,  Iowa. 

Politically  Mr.  Tuttle  is  an  earnest  adherent  of  the  republican  party  whose 
principles  he  believes  to  be  highly  important  in  promoting  the  prosperity  of  the 
country.  Fraternally  he  is  identified  with  the  Benevolent  Protective  Order  of 
Elks  and  socially  with  the  Grant,  Des  Moines,  Hyperion  and  Golf  and  Country 
Clubs.  He  served  for  four  years  as  member  of  the  Iowa  State  Militia  and 
received  his  honorable  discharge  in  1890.  Even  as  a  boy  he  learned  the  im¬ 
portance  of  industry,  thoroughness  and  persistence  in  all  worthy  undertakings 
and,  as  lie  has  been  actuated  by  a  laudable  ambition,  he  has  permitted  no  ob¬ 
stacle  to  interfere  seriously  with  his  progress.  In  all  matters  of  citizenship  he 
is  loyal  and  public-spirited  and  in  business  and  social  relations  his  honor  has 
never  been  questioned.  He  is,  therefore,  today  one  of  the  substantial  and  rep¬ 
resentative  citizens  of  Des  Moines. 


GEORGE  P.  SCOYEL. 

Of  the  farmers  of  Camp  township  none  stands  higher  in  the  estimation  oi 
the  people  than  George  P.  Scovel.  He  is  a  native  of  Clayton  county,  Iowa, 
and  was  born  February  2,  1866,  a  son  of  James  J.  and  Sarah  J.  (De  Wolf) 
Scovel.  The  father  was  born  in  Illinois  and  the  mother  in  Vermont.  He  con¬ 
tinued  at  home  with  his  parents  until  after  the  breaking  out  of  the  great  Re¬ 
bellion,  when  he  offered  his  services  to  his  country  and  became  a  member  of 
Company  B,  Twenty-first  Iowa  Infantry,  with  which  he  continued  about  one 
year,  when  he  was  honorably  discharged  on  account  of  disability.  He  returned 
to  Iowa  and  was  married  to  Miss  Sarah  J.  De  Wolf  in  Clayton'county  in  1863. 
He  engaged  in  farming  in  Clayton  county  until  1868,  when  he  came  to  Polk 
county  and  bought  a  farm  in  Camp  township.  He  sold  this  place  in  1876  and 
moved  to  Cass  county,  where  he  acquired  another  farm,  upon  which  he  con¬ 
tinued  until  1881.  He  then  disposed  of  his  Cass  county  property  and  returned 
to  Polk  county,  settling  permanently  in  Camp  township.  He  was  a  thorough 
farmer  and  a  successful  business  man  and  became  the  owner  of  three  hun¬ 
dred  and  twenty  acres  of  productive  land.  He  died  in  April,  1898,  his  wife 
having  been  called  away  in  September,  1880. 

George  P.  Scovel  of  this  review  received  his  education  in  the  common 
schools  of  Polk  and  Cass  counties.  As  he  grew  up  he  assisted  his  father  in 
agriculture  and  stock-raising  and  at  the  age  of  twenty-four  began  farming  on 
his  own  account  upon  rented  land.  After  about  ten  years  he  purchased  eighty 
acres  in  Camp  township.  He  has  displayed  great  energy  in  his  work  and  has 
expended  more  than  two  thousand  dollars  in  improvements  on  his  place,  mak¬ 
ing  it  highly  valuable  and  one  of  the  most  productive  farms  of  its  size  in  the 
county.  He  raises  stock  for  the  market,  usually  delivering  about  one  hundred 
head  of  hogs  to  the  market  per  year.  He  also  keeps  about  thirty  head  of  cattle 
and  ten  head  of  horses. 
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On  the  25th  of  December,  1890,  Mr.  Scovel  was  married  to  Miss  Effie  E. 
McCollam,  a  daughter  of  Isaac  and  Martha  A.  (Shetterly)  McCollam,  the 
former  of  whom  was  born  in  Ohio  and  the  latter  in  Indiana.  The  father  was 
by  trade  a  carpenter.  He  came  to  Iowa  in  the  ’50s  and  at  the  time  of  the 
Civil  war  enlisted  in  the  Second  Iowa  Infantry,  serving  to  the  close  of  hos¬ 
tilities.  He  then  returned  to  Warren  county,  Iowa,  and  worked  at  his  trade 
at  Carlisle  for  a  number  of  years.  In  1886  he  came  to  Polk  county  and  pur¬ 
chased  a  farm  in  Camp  township,  which  he  cultivated  until  his  death,  which 
occurred  in  1890.  The  mother  died  four  years  later.  Four  children  were  born 
to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Scovel,  two  of  whom  died  in  infancy,  the  others  being:  Gladys 
G.,  who  is  now  fourteen  years  of  age ;  and  Carroll  E.,  aged  twelve  years. 
Both  the  children  are  attending  school. 

In  politics  Mr.  Scovel  gives  his  allegiance  to  the  republican  party.  He  is 
an  active  worker  in  local  affairs  and  has  served  as  a  member  of  the  school  board, 
township  clerk  and  trustee  and  is  now  very  acceptably  filling  the  office  of 
justice  of  the  peace  of  the  township.  He  and  his  wife  affiliate  with  the  Con¬ 
gregational  church.  Few  men  in  this  part  of  the  county  are  more  prominently 
identified  with  the  upbuilding  of  its  interests  and  none  is  more  efficient  in  the 
discharge  of  responsibilities  than  the  subject  of  this  review.  By  a  useful  and 
honorable  life  he  has  established  an  enviable  reputation  and  is  rewarded  by 
the  unaffected  esteem  of  his  fellow  citizens. 


DANIEL  C.  SMITH. 

Daniel  C.  Smith  is  one  of  the  recent  additions  to  business  circles  in 
Des  Moines,  having  arrived  in  this  city  in  1909*  M  which  time  he  became  in¬ 
terested  in  the  business  that  is  now  continued  under  the  name  of  The  Smith 
Brothers  Heating  &  Plumbing  Engineers.  He  was  born  at  West  Point,  Lee 
county,  Iowa,  October  27,  1871,  and  largely  acquired  his  education  in  the  pub¬ 
lic  schools  of  Osceola.  There  was  no  intermediate  period  between  his  school 
days  and  the  time  in  which  he  entered  business,  for  after  putting  aside  his 
text-books  he  at  once  began  to  learn  the  printer’s  trade  and  afterward  ac¬ 
quainted  himself  with  electrical  and  steam  engineering.  To  the  latter  business 
he  devoted  his  time  and  energies  for  twenty  years  and  was  consulting  engineer 
for  the  Fidelity  Gas  Company.  His  operations  were  conducted  in  the  western 
part  of  Iowa,  during  which  time  he  made  his  home  in  Atlantic. 

In  1909,  however,  he  came  to  Des  Moines  and  purchased  an  interest  in 
the  Cochrane  Heating  &  Plumbing  Company.  Subsequently  Mr.  Cochrane  sold 
out  to  John  J.  Smith  and  the  business  was  then  reorganized  under  the  name  of 
1  he  Smith  Brothers  Heating  &  Plumbing  Engineers.  They  have  enjoyed  a 
liberal  patronage  from  the  beginning  and  have  installed  the  heating  and  plumb- 
ing  plants  in  a  number  of  the  large  buildings  in  Des  Moines  and  elsewhere,  in¬ 
cluding  the  Wellington  Hotel,  the  residence  of  Dr.  Coffee,  the  Crowell  flats 
and  a  number  of  the  large  school  buildings  and  churches.  At  the  present  writ¬ 
ing  they  have  some  important  contracts  on  hand. 

On  the  28th  of  November,  1903,  Daniel  C.  Smith  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Miss  Hope  Curtis,  the  youngest  daughter  of  Major  H.  G.  Curtis,  who  was 
appointed  by  President  McKinley  to  draft  the  laws  on  the  insular  commission. 
He  was  a  Civil  war  veteran  and  during  the  contest  between  the  north  and 
south  took  part  in  many  important  engagements.  Iowa  is  proud  of  his  record 
as  that  of  one  of  her  native  sons.  In  Iowa  City  in  1865  he  wedded  Mary  Fisher 
His  death  occurred  in  March,  1901,  while  his  wife  survived  until  August,  1909. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smith  have  two  children :  Curtis  Ulysses,  who  was  born  July 
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3>  19°4>  and  is  now  a  pupil  of  the  Elmwood  School;  and  Guy  Donald,  who  was 
born  June  20,  1907. 

Politically  Mr.  Smith  is  a  republican  while  his  religious  faith  is  indicated  by 
his  membership  in  the  Baptist  church.  He  does  not  seek  office  and  has  but 
little  time  for  interests  outside  of  his  business,  in  which  connection  he  is  build¬ 
ing  up  an  enterprise  of  importance.  He  is  actuated  by  the  worthy  ambition  of 
providing  liberally  for  his  family,  yet  he  never  neglects  his  duties  of  citizen¬ 
ship,  and  that  his  life  presents  many  sterling  phases  is  indicated  by  the  high 

regard  uniformly  tendered  him  by  his  fellowmen.  His  recreation  is  shooting 
and  fishing. 


THOMAS  HALL  KNOTTS. 

The  eaily  ancestors  of  Thomas  Hall  Knotts  were  of  English  extraction, 
having  migrated  from  the  mother  country  to  the  American  colonies  some  time 
prior  to  the  Revolution.  His  great-grandfather,  Absalom  Knotts,  was  a  resident 
of  Delaware,  later  removing  to  the  Carolinas.  During  the  war  of  the  Revo¬ 
lution  he  served  in  the  Continental  army  and  was  present  in  at  least  one  im¬ 
portant  battle,  that  of  Camden,  legends  of  his  part  in  which  have  been  handed 
down  in  the  family.  At  the  close,  or  very  soon  thereafter,  of  the  Revolution 
he  with  his  family  crossed  the  Blue  Ridge  mountains  and  founded  a  settle¬ 
ment  in  a  pretty  little  valley  in  what  is  now  Taylor  county,  West  Virginia.  It 
was  the  first  white  settlement  in  all  that  region  and  was  named  Knottsville  in 
his  honor.  Here  he  reared  a  family  of  seventeen  children,  the  youngest  of 
whom,  also  named  Absalom  Knotts,  born  July  15,  1811,  married  Matilda  Sayre 
and  was  the  father  of  Joseph  Knotts,  born  September  24,  1832.  In  the  vicinity 
of  Knottsville  the  family  acquired  large  holdings  of  land  and  also  owned  and 
operated  stores  and  flour  mills.  In  the  disturbed  period  preceeding  the  Civil 
war  they  became  abolitionists  and  in  1855  Joseph  Knotts,  then  twenty-three 
years  of  age,  was  sent  into  the  free  west  to  locate  a  new  home  for  the  family. 
His  travels  brought  him  to  Fort  Des  Moines  and  he  visited  all  the  near  by 
country.  On  his  return  home  the  removal  was  decided  upon  and  in  1857  his 
father,  Absalom  Knotts,  with  the  larger  part  of  his  family  and  several  neigh¬ 
bors  came  to  Iowa  and  formed  a  settlement  in  southwest  Warren  county  and 
called  it  New  Virginia  after  their  home  state.  Joseph  Knotts,  however,  who 
had  since  1851  been  a  minister  of.  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  and  who  had 
in  x855  been  married  to  Miss  Rebecca  Hall,  remained  in  West  Virginia  until 
1 859  when  he  also  removed  to  Iowa  where  he  became  one  of  the  charter  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Des  Moines  conference  of  the  Methodist  church.  He  was  sta¬ 
tioned  at  Chariton,  Iowa,  where  on  January  25,  1861,  Thomas  Hall  Knotts,  the 
third  of  a  family  of  ten  children,  was  born.  In  1863  the  family  first  moved 
to  Des  Moines  to  live  while  Joseph  Knotts  “rode”  the  Norwalk  circuit.  In 
1865  the  family  moved  to  Council  Bluffs,  returning  to  Des  Moines  for  a  year 
in  1867,  and  in  1869  again  moving  to  Council  Bluffs  which  remained  the  family 
home  until  after  the  death  of  both  Joseph  Knotts,  in  1888,  and  his  wife,  in 
1890. 

Thomas  Hall  Knotts’  schooling  was  limited  to  a  few  years  in  the  public 
schools.  In  the  year  1875,  when  a  lad  of  fourteen,  he  accompanied  his  father, 
who  had  been  obliged  to  retire  from  the  ministry  on  account  of  failing  health, 
to  Mexico,  the  latter  having  been  appointed  United  States  consul  at  Chihuahua 
City  by  President  Grant.  The  trip  was  made  by  wagon  train  from  the  end  of 
the  railroad,  which  was  fifty  miles  east  of  San  Antonio.  The  wagon  train  con¬ 
sisted  of  twenty  wagons  of  ten  mules  each  with  about  forty  armed  men  in 
the  party.  There  was  much  disturbance  at  that  time  in  western  Texas  by  hostile 
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Indian  bands,  and  the  wagon  train  was  corralled  nightly  and  guards  stationed. 
None  molested  the  train  however  and  after  a  journey  of  several  weeks  it  crossed 
into  Mexico  at  Presidio,  Texas,  and  continued  on  to  its  destination, — Parral 
in  the  state  of  Chihuahua.  There  Joseph  Knotts  had  become  interested  in 
mining,  and  from  that  date  forward  until  1887  Thomas  Hall  Knotts  was  closely 
associated  with  his  father  in  his  mining  operations  which  were  carried  on  ex¬ 
tensively  m  the  states  of  Chihuahua  and  Durango.  The  latter  had  with  rare 
judgment  acquired  control  of  a  number  of  valuable  mining  properties,  among 
them  the  Prieta  mine  at  Parral,  Mexico,  and  also  the  celebrated  Iron  Moun¬ 
tain  at  Durango  City,  Mexico.  Another  great  mine  controlled  by  Mr.  Knotts’ 
father  was  the  Ojuela  at  Mapimi,  Mexico,  (about  forty  miles  north  of  Torreon) 
with  the  smelter  belonging  to  it.  Thomas  Hall  Knotts  was  superintendent  of 
this  property  in  1886,  but  following  his  father’s  death  in  1888  it  passed  into 
other  hands,  now  known  as  the  Penoles  Mining  Company,  and  is  one  of  the 
greatest  mines  in  the  republic  of  Mexico,  employing  at  this  time  between  three 
and  four  thousand  men.  Between  the  years  1890  and  1910  its  output  was 
more  than  one  hundred  million  Mexican  pesos,  or  fifty  million  dollars. 

In  1887,  just  prior  to  his  father’s  death,  Mr.  Knotts  returned  to  Iowa  and 
on  November  3,  of  that  year,  was  united  in  marriage  to  Nellie  J.  Smith,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Rev.  W.  T.  Smith,  a  prominent  Methodist  minister,  and  at  one  time  mis¬ 
sionary  secretary  of  that  denomination.  Miss  Smith,  on  her  mother's  side,  is 
descended  from  the  DeLanceys  of  New  York,  one  of  whom  was  colonial  gov¬ 
ernor  of  New  York  state.  Her  maternal  grandfather  was  Major  Joseph  Cra¬ 
mer,  of  Page  county,  Iowa,  a  veteran  of  both  the  Mexican  and  Civil  wars. 
Immediately  on  their  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Knotts  came  to  Des  Moines  to  re¬ 
side,  and  have  at  this  date,  1911,  been  residents  of  Des  Moines  for  nearly 
twenty-five  years.  During  the  greater  part  of  this  time  Mr.  Knotts  has  been 
actively  identified  with  the  insurance  interests  of  the  city  and  is  now  secre¬ 
tary  of  the  Standard  Life  Insurance  Company,  one  of  our  strong  financial  in¬ 
stitutions.  He  is  still  largely  interested  in  Mexico,  retaining  among  other  things 
an  interest  in  the  Prieta  mine,  once  owned  by  his  father.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  Elks  and  of  the  Golf  and  Country  Clubs.  Religiously  he  inclines  to  the 
Methodist  denomination  in  which  he  was  reared.  Besides  his  wife,  his  family 
consists  of  three  daughters:  Mary  Evelyn,  born  September,  1890,  and  who  has 
just  returned  from  a  year’s  study  of  music  in  Munich;  Helen  Delaney,  born 
May  29,  1895,  and  now  a  pupil  in  the  Des  Moines  high  school;  and  Frances 
Louise,  born  January  7,  1903.  Of  his  father's  family  there  are  living  at  this 
time  one  sister  and  five  brothers:  Mrs.  Edith  V.  Robertson,  Bowen,  Illinois; 
Absalom  B.  Knotts,  Sioux  City,  Iowa;  Lemuel  G.  Knotts,  Boulder,  Montana; 
Elijah  F.  Knotts  and  James  E.  Knotts,  Guanacevi,  Mexico,  where  they  are 
owners  and  operators  of  mines  and  also  of  a  custom  stamp  mill;  and  Joseph 
Knotts,  a  .Methodist  minister  in  the  state  of  Oregon. 

In  political  matters  Mr.  Knotts  is  what  is  now  termed  a  progressive  re¬ 
publican.  He  has  never  sought  or  held  any  public  office  but  takes  an  active 
interest  in  affairs  however,  and  is  always  ready  to  do  his  part  in  advancing  the 
community  in  which  he  resides. 


WILLIAM  H.  FERGUSON. 

From  his  early  boyhood  William  H.  Ferguson  has  been  a  resident  of  Polk 
county.  Flis  memory  carries  him  back  to  the  years  before  the  Civil  war,  when 
a  large  part  of  the  county  was  a  wilderness  and  the  hardy ‘settlers  little  dreamed 
of  the  vast  possibilities  which  lay  in  store  throughout  the  great  state  of  Iowa. 
He  endured  the  hardships  of  pioneer  life  and  today  enjoys  the  comforts  which 
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are  available  through  the  enterprise  and  ingenuity  that  characterized  the  last 
quarter  of  a  century. 

He  was  born  in  Indiana,  August  4,  1849,  and  is  a  son  of  John  W.  and 
Nancy  (Jones)  Ferguson,  the  former  of  whom  was  born  in  Ohio  and  the  lat¬ 
ter  in  Kentucky.  The  father  came  west  to  the  point  where  Des  Moines  now 
stands  in  1846  and  worked  by  the  month,  clearing  the  land  for  others  and  cut¬ 
ting  timber  over  a  large  part  of  Camp  township.  He  took  up  a  government 
claim  during  the  first  year  of  his  stay  but  soon  abandoned  it  and  in  August, 
r847,  walked  to  Henry  county,  Indiana,  where  he  engaged  in  farming.  Having 
lost  his  wife  by  death  in  1856,  after  he  returned  to  Polk  county,  he  spent  his 
latter  years  with  his  daughter,  being  called  away  in  April,  1905,  at  the  ad¬ 
vanced  age  of  eighty-eight  years. 

William  H.  Ferguson  possessed  limited  advantages  of  education  in  the 
district  schools  of  Polk  county  and  as  a  boy  applied  himself  to  agriculture  and 
stock-raising.  He  worked  by  the  month  until  after  his  marriage  and  then 
rented  eighty  acres  in  Camp  township,  which  he  cultivated  for  three  years. 
Having  carefully  saved  his  earnings  he  began  upon  his  own  account  by"  pur¬ 
chasing  fifty-six  acres  in  Camp  township,  which  he  cleared  and  improved,  ap¬ 
plying  himself  with  an  ability  and  judgment  which  enabled  him  to  acquire  ad¬ 
ditional  land.  He  now  owns  a  valuable  farm  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres, 
which  is  well  provided  with  modern  improvements.  He  lives  retired,  his  son 
Robert  Walter  being  in  charge  of  the  place. 

On  the  31st  of  December,  1871,  Mr.  Ferguson  was  married  to  Miss  Sarah 
Kennedy,  a  daughter  of  Robert  and  Nancy  (Warren)  Kennedy.  The  father 
was  born  in  Ohio  and  the  mother  in  Indiana.  He  came  to  Iowa  in  1849  and  took 
up  government  land  in  Camp  township,  Polk  county,  which  he  improved  and 
sold,  moving  about  three  and  one-half  miles  northeast  to  one  hundred  and 
twenty  acres,  which  became  the  family  homestead.  He  died  November  15, 
1886,  his  wife  passing  away  eight  years  later,  on  the  4th  of  October,  1894. 
Four  children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ferguson,  namely:  Alice,  who 
married  W.  E.  Paden  and  lives  in  Camp  township ;  J.  Willard,  who  lives  in  Des 
Moines ;  Eva  Ann,  the  wife  of  Thomas  Murrow,  of  Mitchellville ;  and  Robert 
Walter,  who  is  now  in  charge  of  the  home  place. 

Mr.  Ferguson  is  not  connected  with  any  religious  denomination,  but  his 
wife  and  daughter  are  earnest  believers  in  Christian  Science  and  have  found  in 
its  teachings  a  satisfaction  which  they  were  able  to  receive  from  no  other  source. 
In  politics  Mr.  Ferguson  is  a  republican.  He  is  a  good  friend  of  education, 
having  many  times  observed  its  benefits,  and  has  served  as  member  of  the  school 
board,  never  caring,  however,  for  any  other  public  office.  Throughout  his  life 
he  has  been  identified  with  agricultural  interests.  Both  he  and  his  wife  have 
ably  performed  their  part  in  the  upbuilding  of  Camp  township  and  in  making 
useful  and  happy  the  lives  of  those  with  whom  they  are  associated. 


WALTER  McHENRY. 

Walter  McHenry,  one  of  the  most  prominent  and  brilliant  attorneys  of  the 
Des  Moines  bar  in  the  practice  of  criminal  law,  standing  in  the  forefront  of  his 
profession,  was  born  in  the  capital  city,  February  6,  1862,  a  son  of  Judge  William 
H.  and  Mary  (Butterfield)  McHenry.  The  family  is  of  Irish  lineage  and  was 
found  originally  in  County  Antrim,  Ireland.  They  were  related  to  James  Mc¬ 
Henry.  secretary  of  war  under  Washington,  one  of  the  signers  of  the  constitu¬ 
tion  of  the  United  States,  and  the  man  for  whom  Fort  McHenry  at  Baltimore 
was  named.  The  father  was  one  of  the  early  settlers  and  surveyor  for  the  gov¬ 
ernment  in  Iowa  in  pioneer  times.  He  laid  out  Capital  Square  and  the  princi- 
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pal  streets  of  the  original  city.  Subsequently  entering  upon  the  practice  of  law, 
he  gained  distinction  in  that  field  and  became  judge  of  the  district  court. 

Walter  McHenry  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  Des  Moines  and  in 
Ames  College,  which  he  attended  from  1880  until  1883.  In  early  manhood  he 
engaged  in  teaching  school  and  later  was  bookkeeper  for  the  Iowa  Homestead. 
Subsequently  he  owned  and  published  the  Marion  County  Reporter  at  Knox¬ 
ville,  Iowa,  and  then  in  preparation  for  the  practice  of  law  became  a  student  in 
the  office  of  his  father  and  brother,  the  latter  being  William  H.  McHenry,  now 
judge  of  the  ninth  judicial  district.  Walter  McHenry  has  engaged  in  practice 
continuously  since  1885  and  has  gained  preeminence  in  the  field  which  he  has 
chosen  as  his  life  work.  He  is  a  strong  advocate  with  the  jury  and  concise  in 
his  appeals  before  the  court.  He  is  thoroughly  well  read  in  all  departments  of 
the  law,  bases  his  arguments  upon  comprehensive  knowledge  of  and  ‘familiarity 
with  precedents  and  presents  a  case  upon  its  merits,  never  failing  to  recognize 
the  main  points  at  issue  and  never  neglecting  to  give  a  thorough  preparation. 
His  pleas  have  been  characterized  by  a  terse  and  decisive  logic  and  a  lucid  pre¬ 
sentation. 

On  the  15th  of  June,  1887,  in  Des  Moines,  Mr.  McHenry  was  married  to 
Miss  Lou  Cummins,  a  daughter  of  T.  L.  Cummins  and  a  sister  of  the  Hon.  A. 

B.  Cummins,  now  United  States  senator  from  Iowa.  They  have  two  children 
Mary  and  Harry. 

The  parents  are  members  of  the  Catholic  church  and  MT.  MTHenry  belongs 
to  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  the  Red  Men,  the  Eagles  and  the  Elks.  In  his  politi¬ 
cal  views  he  is  a  democrat  and  has  taken  active  part  in  campaign  work  several 
times,  making  speeches  throughout  Iowa  and  also  in  Tennessee  and  Arkansas. 
He  has  seived  as  city  solicitor  for  Des  Moines  but  otherwise  has  not  sought  nor 
held  office,  preferring  to  concentrate  his  energies  upon  his  professional  duties. 
His  oratory,  clothing  the  sound  logic  of  truth,  carries  conviction  to  the  minds  of 
judge  and  jury,  and  merit  has  enabled  him  to  mount  the  ladder  of  fame. 


CHARLES  E.  HOLLOWAY,  M.  D. 


Dr.  Charles  E.  Holloway,  an  able  representative  of  the  medical  fraternity 
m  Des  Moines,  has  followed  his  profession  here  for  the  past  fifteen  years  en- 
joymg  a  large  and  lucrative  practice.  His  birth  occurred  at  Mount  Pleasant, 
enry  county,  Iowa,  on  the  29th  of  July,  1869.  His  father,  Franklin  Holloway, 
was  born  in  Ohio  m  1832  and  came  to  Iowa  about  1850,  settling  in  Henry 
county,  where  he  engaged  in  farming.  In  1855  be  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Ellen  Cubbison,  who  was  born  in  Pennsylvania,  a  daughter  of  James  and  Lydia 
Cubbison  who  were  Iowa  pioneers,  coming  by  way  of  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi 
rivers  and  by  Burlington,  thence  across  the  country  in  wagons  to  their  destina- 
tion.  1  hey  too,  were  identified  with  farming  interests  in  Henry  County  The 
lather  of  Dr.  Holloway  died  in  1876  but  the  mother  still  survives  in  her  sev¬ 
enty-fourth  year  and  is  enjoying  good  health.  She  makes  her  home  with  Dr 
Holloway. 


After  leaving  the  Mount  Pleasant  high  school  Dr.  Holloway  entered  the 
Mate  University  at  Iowa  City,  preparing  for  his  chosen  calling  as  a  student  in 
le  Plomeopathic  College  of  Medicine,  in  which  institution  he  remained  from 
i«90  until  1892  He  completed  his  professional  training  in  the  Chicago  Home¬ 
opathic  Medical  College,  now  Hahnemann  Medical  College,  which  in  1803  con¬ 
ferred  upon  him  the  degree  of  M.  D.  Locating  for  practice  in  Knoxville,  Iowa 
he  there  remained  until  1896,  when  he  came  to  the  city  which  has  since  been 
the  scene  of  his  professional  labors.  The  success  and  reputation  which  he  now 
enjoySohave  come  in  recognition  of  his  ability  to  cope  with  the  intricate  prob- 
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lems  testing  the  powers  of  the  physician.  He  is  a  member  of  the  surgical  staff 
of  the  Methodist  Hospital  and  also  acts  as  attending  physician  to  the  Des  Moines 
Home  for  Friendless  Children.  He  belongs  to  the  Hahnemann  Medical  Asso¬ 
ciation  of  Iowa  and  the  American  Institute  of  Homeopathy,  thus  keeping  in 
close  touch  with  the  advancement  made  by  the  profession. 

On  the  31st  of  December,  1894,  Dr.  Holloway  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Miss  Jennie  Pressnell,  a  daughter  of  William  and  Nancy  Pressnell.  Her  father, 
who  was  born  in  Indiana  in  1827,  died  at  the  advanced  age  of  seventy-four 
years.  His  wife,  a  native  of  Kentucky,  was  born  in  1847.  Their  daughter, 
Mrs.  Holloway,  was  graduated  from  the  Mount  Pleasant  high  school  with  the 
class  of  1889.  By  her  marriage  she  has  become  the  mother  of  four  children, 
namely:  Paul  Raymond,  Howard  Jean,  Esther  Lucile  and  Helen  Marjory. 

In  politics  Dr.  Holloway  is  a  republican,  while  his  religious  faith  is  indi¬ 
cated  by  his  membership  in  the  Plymouth  Congregational  church.  He  also  be¬ 
longs  to  the  Grant  Club  of  Des  Moines.  In  professional  and  social  circles  he 
holds  to  high  standards  and  enjoys  in  large  measure  the  confidence  and  trust 
of  those  with  whom  he  is  brought  in  contact  in  every  relation  of  life. 


JAMES  B.  WEAVER,  Jr. 

James  B.  Weaver,  Jr.,  was  born  in  Bloomfield,  Davis  county,  Iowa,  August 
J9>  1861.  He  is  a  son  of  General  James  B.  Weaver,  well  known  in  the  public 
life  of  Iowa.  He  was  a  student  in  the  public  schools  of  Bloomfield  until 
eighteen  years  of  age.  He  then  clerked  in  a  store  for  two  years.  He  entered 
the  law  school  at  the  State  Lniversity  in  September,  1881,  graduating  in  June, 
1882.  He  began  practice  in  Des  Moines  in  connection  with  Colonel  C.  H. 
Gatch  under  the  firm  name  of  Gatch  &  Weaver,  a  relation  that  was  continued 
until  September,  1885,  at  which  time  they  were  joined  by  Judge  William  Con¬ 
nor,  who  retired  from  the  bench  to  engage  in  practice.  The  partnership  con¬ 
tinued  until  1897  under  the  style  of  Gatch,  Connor  &  Weaver.  Following  the 
retirement  of  Mr.  Gatch  from  the  firm  it  was  Connor  &  Weaver  until  the  death 

Judge  Connor  in  1904,  since  which  time  Mr.  Weaver  has  been  alone  in 
practice. 

On  the  7th  of  November,  1889,  Mr.  Weaver  was  married  to  Miss  Fay 
Atkins,  a  daughter  of  C.  B.  Atkins,  Esq.,  of  Des  Moines.  They  became  the 
parents  of  three  children,  of  whom  one  died  in  infancy,  the  others  being: 
Eastman,  now  seventeen  years  of  age;  and  Persis  Fay,  fifteen  years  of  age. 

In  political  allegiance  Mr.  Weaver  is  a  republican.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Plymouth  Congregational  church.  He  also  holds  membership  in  and  at  one 
time  was  president  of  the  Prairie  Club.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Golf  and 
Country  Club,  the  Des  Moines  Club,  the  University  Club,  of  which  he  is  vice 
president,  and  the  American  Red  Cross  Society,  in  which  he  is  serving  on  the 
executive  board  for  Iowa. 

Mr.  Weaver  has  frequently  been  named  in  connection  with  public  office  but 
has  steadily  declined  to  enter  politics,  for  which  indeed  he  has  had  little  time 
aside  from  an  extensive  law  business,  including  the  care  of  several  large  es¬ 
tates,  most  notable  of  which  are  what  are  known  as  the  Litchfield  interests, 
involving  many  thousands  of  acres  of  central  Iowa  lands.  In  the  long-drawn- 
out  litigation  affecting  these  lands,  which  were  a  part  of  the  famous  Des  Moines 
river  lands,  he  was  an  active  participant  for  more  than  twenty  years.  Mr. 
Weaver  is  a  public-spirited  citizen,  interested  and  active  in  all  the  higher  life  of 
his  home  city.  He  was  tendered  by  Mayor  Hanna  and  accepted  in  April,  1910, 
the  appointment  to  the  board  of  trustees  of  the  Des  Moines  Public  Library! 
where  he  is  still  serving.  In  March,  1911,  he  was  named  by  Governor  Carroll 
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as  curator  of  the  State  Historical  Society.  He  is  vice  president  of  the  Art  In¬ 
stitute  of  Des  Moines,  recently  organized.  He  is  a  bookman  of  extensive  read- 
mg,  an  accomplished  lecturer,  after-dinner  speaker  and  raconteur,  and  his  ser- 
vuces  are  in  frequent  demand.  The  Weaver  home,  on  Twenty-eighth  street 
and  Ridge  road,  is  the  center  of  many  delightful  social  activities  of  which  the 
son  and  daughter  are  now  an  active  part. 


CHARLES  L.  BAYES. 

Charles  L.  Bayes,  who  devotes  his  time  and  energies  to  general  agricultural 

TYwY  Is  opera.tmg  a  well  improved  farm  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres 
in  Walnut  township.  His  birth  occurred  in  Ohio  on  the  6th  of  April  1870 
his  parents  being  Isaac  and  Elizabeth  (Davis)  Bayes,  who  were  likewise  natives 
if  the  Buckeye  state.  The  father,  an  agriculturist  by  occupation,  followed 
farming  in  Ohio  throughout  his  active  business  career.  He  passed  away  on 

1883^ ISt  °f  Mai"Ch’  l876’  Wh'Ie  hiS  Wife  W3S  caIled  to  her  final  rest  in  October, 

crThaiY  EQBayfs  was  reared  and  educated  in  Ohio,  remaining  in  his  native 
state  until  1888  when  he  came  to  Polk  county,  Iowa,  and  began  working  as  a 

farm  hand  by  the  month,  being  thus  employed  for  four  or  five  years.  On  the 
expiration  of  that  period  he  entered  the  shops  of  the  Chicago,  Rock  Island  & 
Pacific  Railroad  at  Valley  Junction,  Iowa,  and  at  the  end  of  about  three  years 
became  a  fireman  on  the  road,  acting  in  that  capacity  for  seven  years.  He  was 

•thfTPTWit0  ‘TP.?Sltl0n  of  en£ineer  and  as  such  remained  in  the  employ 
of  the  Rock  Island  Railroad  for  six  years  longer.  At  the  end  of  that  time  he 

once  more  turned  his  attention  to  farming,  taking  up  his  abode  on  a  tract  of  one 
hundred  and  twenty  acres  in  Walnut  township  which  had  come  into  possession 
of  his  wife  at  the  time  of  her  father’s  death.  The  property  is  highly  improved 
in  every  particular  and  the  well  tilled  fields  annually  yield  golden  harvests  in 
return  for  the  care  and  labor  which  is  bestowed  upon  them 

On  the  28th  of  November,  1899,  Mr.  Bayes  was  joined  in  wedlock  to  Miss 
Margaret  M.  Ashworth,  who  was  born  in  Walnut  township,  Polk  county  on 

“e  °  y’  l8yi’.  her  Parents  being  Abraham  and  Ellen  (Mott)  Ash¬ 
worth,  the  former  a  native  of  England  and  the  latter  of  New  York.  They  are 
mentioned  at  greater  length  on  another  page  of  this  work.  Mrs.  Bayes  supple¬ 
mented  her  preliminary  education,  obtained  in  the  district  schools,  by  a  course 

Y,s,tudy  ln,  Pr.ake  University  at  Des  Moines.  She  is  now  the  mother  of  one 
child,  Harold  A.,  a  little  lad  of  five  years. 

In  politics  Mr.  Bayes  is  a  republican,  while  his  religious  faith  is  indicated  by 
his  membership  in  the  Methodist  church,  to  which  his  wife  also  belongs.  Fra- 
“y  he;s  identified  with  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and  the 
rotherhood  of  Locomotive  Engineers.  His  life  has  ever  been  upright  and 
lonorable,  his  actions  manly  and  sincere,  and  as  the  years  have  gone  by  he  has 

proven  his  right  to  be  classed  with  the  respected  citizens  and  representative 
agriculturists  of  Walnut  township. 


ROSCOE  E.  COOK,  M.  D. 

Specializing  as  a  practitioner  in  chronic  diseases,  Dr.  Roscoe  E.  Cook  of 
Des  Moines,  has  gained  a  wide  reputation  although  he  has  been  established  in 
this  city  only  eight  years.  He  comes  of  a  medical  family,  the  father,  uncle  and 
son  all  graduating  from  some  medical  college.  He  was  born  at  Sigourney, 
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Keokuk  county ,  Iowa,  April  23,  1872,  and  is  a  son  of  Dr.  Samuel  D.  and 
Jennie  M.  (Moore)  Cook,  the  former  of  whom  was  born  in  Ohio  and  the 
latter  at  Mount  Pleasant,  Henry  county,  Iowa.  Dr.  Cook,  Sr.,  came  to  this 
state  in  1850  and  first  made  his  home  in  Henry  county.  He  was  surgeon  of  the 
Thiiteenth  Iowa  Regiment  in  the  early  part  of  the  Civil  war  and,  returning  to 
Iowa,  organized  the  Eighth  Iowa  Volunteers  of  which  he  was  commissioned 
captain.  He  participated  in  many  important  battles  and  at  the  battle  of  Shiloh 
was  shot  in  the  leg  and  had  his  leg  broken.  He  was  a  valiant  soldier  and  a 
patriotic  and  useful  citizen.  He  died  April  6,  1892.  Mrs.  Cook  is  still  living 
and  makes  her  home  in  Des  Moines. 

Roscoe  E.  Cook  attended  the  public  schools  and  was  graduated  at  the 
Sigourney  high  school  in  1890.  In  1891  he  entered  the  Keokuk  Medical  Col¬ 
lege,  having  previously  assisted  in  his  father’s  office  for  a  year  and  a  half.  He 
received  the  degree  of  M.  D.  from  the  medical  college  in  1893  and  later  took 
a  post-graduate  course  at  Rush  Medical  College,  Chicago,  and  served  as  in¬ 
terne  in  St.  Joseph  s  Hospital  of  that  city.  In  June,  1903,  he  came  to  Des 
Moines  and  has  since  practiced  in  this  city,  specializing  in  chronic  diseases. 
He  has  been  highly  successful,  his  patients  being  attracted  from  many  parts  of 
this  state  and  other  states. 

On  the  28th  of  June,  1909,  Dr.  Cook  was  married  at  Des  Moines  to  Miss 
Agnes  Berry,  who  was  born  September  10,  1890,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Walter 
K.  and  Lydia  Berry,  of  Madrid,  Iowa.  Dr.  Cook  is  a  member  of  the  Iowa  State 
Medical  Association,  the  Polk  County  Medical  Society  and  the  American  Med¬ 
ical  Association.  In  politics  he  supports  the  republican  party  and  religiously 
affiliates  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church.  He  is  a  member  of  Capital 
Lodge,  No.  106,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  the  American  Patriots,  and  served  as  local 
examiner  for  the  latter  lodge  in  1909.  He  was  also  examiner  for  the  Royal 
Arcanum  in  1906,  but  in  1907  gave  this  up  on  account  of  the  rapid  increase  in 
his  private  practice.  He  owes  his  success  to  natural  talent  and  adaptability  for 
the  practice  of  medicine  and  also  to  thorough  preparation  in  his  earlier  years 
under  highly  competent  instructors.  He  ranks  among  the  leading  physicians  of 
Iowa. 


ERNEST  W.  BROWN. 

Ernest  W.  Brown,  who  is  the  secretary  of  the  Inter-State  Business  Men’s 
Accident  Association,  has  been  identified  with  the  business  interests  of  Des 
Moines  for  a  period  of  twenty  years.  He  was  born  in  De  Witt,  Iowa,  on  the 
1 2th  of  June,  1867,  a  son  of  James  W.  and  Regina  (Young)  Brown,  the  father 
a  native  of  Iowa  and  the  mother  of  Ohio.  James  W.  Brown,  who  is  a  real-estate 
dealer  of  Des  Moines,  is  of  Scotch  extraction.  His  ancestors  upon  their  arrival 
in  this  country  located  in  Massachusetts,  from  which  state  his  father  removed 
to  Ohio,  later  coming  to  Iowa  and  settling  in  Clinton  county,  where  he  ran  a 
tavern  and  where  the  son  James  W.  was  born.  When  the  latter  attained  man¬ 
hood  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Regina  Young,  who  was  of  Pennsylvania 
Dutch  extraction  and  a  daughter  of  S.  K.  Young,  a  Methodist  circuit  rider  and 
one  of  the  pioneer  settlers  of  Linn  county,  as  well  as  one  of  the  founders  of 
Cornell  College. 

The  public  schools  of  Des  Moines  provided  Ernest  W.  Brown  with  his  pre¬ 
liminary  education,  following  which  he  entered  Cornell  College,  where  he  re¬ 
mained  until  the  age  of  twenty  years.  After  laying  aside  his  text-books  he 
entered  the  employ  of  J.  D.  Seeberger,  a  wholesale  hardware  dealer  of  the  Capital 
city,  with  whose  clerical  force  he  was  identified  for  a  period  of  four  years.  At 
the  expiration  of  that  time  he  went  on  the  road  as  salesman,  in  which  capacity 
he  continued  to  be  retained  until  1901,  when  together  with  Thomas  D.  Hurley 
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he  purchased  the  interest  of  J.  D.  Seeberger.  Mr.  Brown  became  vice  president 
and  manager  of  the  sales  department  of  the  new  company,  which  was  conducted 
under  the  name  of  the  Brown-Hurley  Hardware  Company.  It  was  one  of  the 
well  known  business  houses  of  Iowa,  having  been  established  for  thirtv-five 
years  when  they  purchased  it.  At  the  expiration  of  three  years  Mr.  Brown  with¬ 
drew  from  commercial  pursuits  to  enter  the  employ  of  the  New  York  Life  Insur¬ 
ance  Company,  with  which  he  was  connected  for  a  similar  period.  In  1907  he 
became  associated  with  Webb  Souers  in  the  organization  of  the  Iowa  Drug  Com¬ 
pany,  now  one  of  the  largest  wholesale  drug  houses  in  Iowa,  of  which  Mr.  Brown 
was  originally  one  of  the  directors.  He  severed  his  connection  with  this  com¬ 
pany  in  1908  and  in  connection  with  several  others  founded  the  Inter-State  Busi¬ 
ness  Men  s  Accident  Association.  This  is  the  only  organization  of  the  kind  in 
the  world  and  is  conducted  along  lines  similar  to  those  governing  the  Traveling 
Men  s  Association,  affording  accident  indemnity,  at  absolute  cost  to  business 
professional  men.  ]\o  greater  assurance  of  the  reliability  and  excellent 
method  of  the  company  could  be  offered  than  that  the  record  of  the  growth  of 
membership  is  second  to  that  of  no  company  m  the  country.  During  the  three 
Wans  of  their  existence  they  have  had  over  twenty-seven  thousand  applicants. 

Mr.  Brown  is  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  company  and  has  been  ever  since 
its  organization. 

In  Des  Moines,  on  the  28th  of  December,  1892,  Mr.  Brown  married  Miss 
Susan  Barcroft  Ankey,  a  daughter  of  the  late  Dr.  J.  F.  Ankey,  a  native  of 
Illinois  and  one.  of  the  pioneer  settlers  of  Des  Moines.  Two  children  have  been 
born  of  this  union.  Emerson,  whose  death  occurred  at  the  age  of  three  years 5 
and  Robert,  who  was  born  on  the  26th  of  June,  1899. 

The  religious  view  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brown  are  manifested  through  their 
membership  in  the  Unitarian  church,  while  fraternally  he  affiliates  with  the 
Benevolent  Protective  Order  of  Elks,  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows 
and  the  Brotherhood  of  American  Yeomen,  and  he  is  also  identified  with  the  Grant 
Club.  In  matters  politic  he  accords  his  support  to  the  men  and  measures  of  the 
republican  party,  his  views  coinciding  with  the  progressive  faction  of  that  body. 
He  takes  an  active  interest  in  public  affairs,  but  has  never  been  an  aspirant  for 
public  honots  or  the  emoluments  of  office.  Mr.  Brown’s  unusual  powers  of 
organization  and  executive  ability  are  manifested  in  the  unprecedented  develop¬ 
ment  of  the  company  with  which  he  has  been  officially  identified  since  it  was 
founded. 


WILLIAM  A.  WHITNEY. 

.  William  A.  Whitney,  the  owner. of  a  highly  improved  and  valuable  farm  of 
eighty  acres  in  Washington  township,  is  devoting  his  attention  to  general  agri¬ 
cultural  pursuits  with  excellent  results.  His  birth  occurred  in  Humboldt  county, 
Iowa,  on  the  7th  of  February,  1874,  his  parents  being  Eli  H.  and  Mary  E. 
(Hale)  Whitney,  both  of  whom,  were  natives  of  Ohio.  The  father  followed 
farming  in  the  Buckeye  state  in  early  manhood  and  subsequently  came  to 
Iowa,  purchasing  a  farm  in  Clayton  county  which  he  operated  for  one  year. 
On  the^  expiration  of  that  period  he  disposed  of  the  property  and  bought  a 
tract  of  land  in.  Webster  county  which  he  cultivated  for  five  years  and  then 
sold.  He  next  invested  in  a  farm  in  Jasper  county  but  remained  thereon  for 
only  one  year  and  then  disposed  of  the  place.  Another  farm  which  he  pur¬ 
chased  in  the  same  county  remained  his  home  for  eleven  years.  At  the  end  of 
that  time  he  sold  the  property  and  took  up  his  abode  in  Saybrook,  Illinois, 
where  he  conducted  a  hotel  throughout  the  remainder  of  his  life.  His  demise 

occurred  in  May,  1891,  while  his  wife  was  called  to  her  final  rest  in  December 

1909. 
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William  A.  Whitney,  who  was  but  four  years  of  age  when  his  parents 
removed  from  Humboldt  to  Jasper  county,  obtained  his  education  in  the  dis¬ 
trict  schools  of  the  latter  county.  When  a  youth  of  sixteen  he  left  the  parental 
roof  and  began  working  as  a  farm  hand,  being  thus  employed  for  three  years. 
Subsequently  he  was  engaged  in  the  cultivation  of  rented  land  in  Jasper  county 
for  three  years  and  for  a  period  of  four  years  operated  a  rented  farm  in  Har¬ 
din  county.  In  1898  he  purchased  a  tract  of  eighty  acres  in  Washington  town¬ 
ship,  Polk  county,  and  began  the  improvement  of  the  property,  erecting  a  hand¬ 
some  residence  and  a  substantial  barn.  He  also  tiled  the  place  and  has  there 
carried  on  his  agricultural  interests  continuously  since  with  gratifying  success. 
The  property  is  lacking  in  none  of  the  equipments  and  'conveniences  of  a  model 
farm  of  the  twentieth  century  and  in  its  neat  and  thrifty  appearance  indicates 
the  supervision  of  a  practical  and  progressive  owner. 

On  the  27th  of  February,  1894,  Air.  Whitney  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Miss  Ollie  Dickey,  a  daughter  of  Solomon  and  Rebecca  (Barker)  Dickey,  who 
were  natives  of  Ohio  and  Indiana  respectively.  The  father,  an  agriculturist  by 
occupation,  operated  a  farm  in  Indiana  for  several  years.  In  1854  he  removed 
to  Jasper  county,  Iowa,  and  purchased  a  tract  of  land  from  the  government, 
improving  the  property  and  operating  the  same  until  his  retirement  in  1901. 
The  remainder  of  his  life  was  spent  at  Mingo,  where  he  passed  away  in  Janu¬ 
ary,  1905.  The  demise  of  his  wife  occurred  in  May,  1902.  Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Whitney  have  been  born  three  children,  namely:  Florence  E.,  Esther  M.  and 
Laura  Irene,  who  are  sixteen,  twelve  and  two  years  af  age  respectively. 

Mr.  Whitney  gives  his  political  allegiance  to  the  republican  party  and  has 
served  as  school  director  of  Washington  township  for  a  number  of  years.  His 
religious  faith  is  indicated  by  his  membership  in  the  Evangelical  church.  He 
is  much  interested  in  all  that  pertains  to  progressive  public  movements,  and  in 
citizenship  and  in  private  life  has  manifested  the  sterling  traits  of  character 
which  everywhere  command  respect  and  regard. 


WINFIELD  S.  GOODING. 

Winfield  S.  Gooding,  president  of  the  Farmers  Cooperative  Company  of 
Runnells,  is  one  of  the  well  known  citizens  of  Polk  county  who,  on  account  of 
his  acknowledged  high  character,  exercises  a  wide  influence  in  behalf  of  the 
observance  of  law.  He  is  a  native  of  Camp  township  and  was  born  October  5, 
1870,  a  son  of  John  and  Amy  (Chenney)  Gooding,  the  former  of  whom  was 
born  in  Kentucky  and  the  latter  in  Illinois.  The  father  was  brought  to  Polk 
county  in  childhood  with  his  parents,  the  family  locating  on  a  farm  near  Adelphi, 
in  Camp  township.  During  the  remainder  of  his  life  he  engaged  in  farming  in 
this  county,  with  the  exception  of  two  years  which  he  spent  in  Kansas.  He 
died  February  8,  1889,  his  wife  being  called  away  January  8,  1907. 

Winfield  S.  Gooding  was  reared  on  his  father's  farm  and  received  his  educa¬ 
tion  in  the  district  schools  of  .Camp  township.  Owing  to  the  poor  health  of  his 
father  the  son  early  assumed  a  position  of  responsibility  upon  the  farm,  the 
other  boys  of  the  family  being  too  small  to  work,  and  he  thus  learned  lessons 
of  self-denial  which  proved  of  inestimable  advantage  to  him  in  later  years. 
After  his  father's  death  he  partly  improved  and  purchased  a  farm  of  one  hun¬ 
dred  and  forty-nine  acres  in  Camp  township.  After  cultivating  it  for  two  years 
he  turned  the  place  over  to  his  younger  brothers,  who  are  now  old  enough  to 
take  charge.  After  his  marriage  he  worked  out  by  the  month  for  one  year, 
renting  land  for  twro  years  in  Jasper  county  and  for  eleven  years  in  Polk  county. 
He  then  purchased  sixty  acres  in  Camp  township,  which  he  has  greatly  improved 
so  that  his  farm  yields  a  handsome  annual  revenue.  He  generally  keeps  twenty- 
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five  head  of  cattle  and  eight  head  of  horses  and  raises  about  thirty  head  of  hogs 
each  year. 

On  the  nth  of  December,  1890,  Mr.  Gooding  was  married  to  Miss  Mary  E. 
Blodgett,  a  daughter  of  James  and  Agnes  (Kutchura)  Blodgett,  both  of  whom 
were  born  in  Bohemia.  They  came  to  America  in  a  sailing  vessel  which  required 
eight  weeks  for  the  voyage  across  the  ocean.  After  farming  in  Indiana  for  a 
short  time  Mr.  Blodgett  and  his  family  arrived  in  Iowa  taking  up  their  residence 
until  1883  at  Iowa  City,  where  he  worked  in  a  paper  mill.  He  then  came  to 
Des  Moines  and  for  many  years  was  identified  with  coal  mining.  He  is  now 
living  retired  with  a  daughter  at  No.  620  Maple  street,  Des  Moines,  his  wife  hav- 
ing  passed  away  in  May,  1903.  Three  children  have  been  born  unto  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Gooding:  Mina,  who  is  now  eighteen  years  of  age  and  resides  at  home';  Lawrence 
Ernest,  aged  thirteen  years,  who  is  attending  school;  and  Norah  Lucille,  three 
years  of  age. 

In  politics  Mr.  Gooding  is  a  stanch  prohibitionist  and  in  religious  belief  he  is 
an  adherent  of  the  Congregational  church,  being  a  deacon  of  the  Adelphi  church. 
He  is  also  a  valued  member  of  the  Grange.  He  has  taken  a  great  interest  in 
public  affairs,  especially  in  the  enforcement  of  the  temperance  laws  and  is  a 
member  of  the  Citizens  Association  of  Des  Moines,  which  incorporated  for 
three  hundred  thousand  dollars,  to  combat  the  liquor  traffic. 

He  was  first  introduced  to  public  office  in  Four  Mile  township  where  he  served 
as  township  clerk,  school  director  and  road  superintendent.  He  resigned  the 
office  of  township  clerk  when  he  moved  to  Camp  township  and  has  served  in 
most  of  the  offices  of  the  latter  township.  During  the  entire  year  of  1903  he 
was  a  member  of  the  grand  jury  at  Des  Moines  and  in  1910  again  served  on  the 
grand  jury,  being  its  foreman.  This  jury  indicted  the  governor  of  the  state  for 
criminal  libel  upon  charges  brought  by  John  Cownie,  a  member  of  the  State 
board  of  control,  the  vote  standing  six  to  one,  Mr.  Gooding  being  in  the  minority. 

He  holds  pronounced  opinions  on  subjects  which  he  believes  to  be  of  vital 
interest  to  the  people,  and  as  to  his  integrity  and  fidelity  to  principle  there  is 
no  question.  No  man  in  Polk  county  stands  higher  in  the  estimation  of  his 
friends  than  Mr.  Gooding  and  no  man  is  more  willing  than  he  to  make  personal 
sacrifices  for  what  he  regards  as  right  and  just. 


MONROE  L.  DULEY. 

Monroe  L.  Duley  was  born  July  4th,  i860,  a  son  of  Washington  Monroe  and 
Elizabeth  (Duncan)  Duley,  the  former  of  whom  was  born  February  21,  1822, 
and  at  one  time  was  a  well  known  politician  in  Ripley  county,  of  which  he  was  a 
representative  in  the  state  legislature  and  also  served  as  treasurer  and  county 
clerk.  The  mother  was  a  native  of  Pennsylvania.  To  this  couple  was  born  six 
children  namely:  W.  R.,  who  served  as  mayor  of  Little  Rock,  Arkansas,  for 
two  terms;  Mrs.  W.  H.  Churchill,  of  Birmingham,  Alabama;  Elmore;  Ellen 
Emily;  Jeanette;  and  Monroe  L.  The  mother’s  demise  occurred  in  1880,  she 
being  survived  by  her  husband  who  departed  this  life  in  1884. 

In  his  youth  Mr.  Duley  attended  the  district  schools  of  Indiana  and  was  grad¬ 
uated  from  the  high  school  of  Saymore,  after  which  he  became  connected  with 
the  O.,  St.  L.  &  Chicago  Railroad,  remaining  in  its  employ  for  twenty-three  years. 
During  the  last  four  years  of  his  service  with  this  railroad  he  studied  the  profes¬ 
sion  of  embalming  and  subsequently  became  associated  with  his  brother-in-law 
in  this  business  at  Danville,  Illinois.  On  July  1,  1901,  he  came  to  Des  Moines 
and  opened  up  an  establishment  here. 

On  December  20,  1899,  Mr.  Duley  was  married  to  Miss  Frances  Middleworth, 
who  was  born  in  Shelbyville,  Illinois,  August  3,  1876,  her  parents  being  James 
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and  Anna  (Wendling)  Middleworth.  Her  father  is  a  native  of  Shelbyville, 
where  his  birth  occurred  May  21,  1850,  and  where  he  became  well  known  as  an 
extensive  dealer  in  live  stock.  His  wife  was  born  in  Shelby  county,  Illinois,  July 
5,  1857,  her  demise  having  taken  place  in  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  February  19,  1909. 

In  politics  Mr.  Duley  is  independent,  giving  his  support  to  the  men  of  either 
party  whom  he  considers  most  worthy  of  the  office  to  which  they  are  nominated. 
Socially  he  is  a  member  of  the  Chautauqua  League  and  the  local  literary  society 
and  in  religion  is  a  faithful  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church.  He  is 
an  ardent  sportsman  and  during  his  summer  vacation  seeks  recreation  from  the 
cares  of  business  in  his  favorite  pastime  of  hunting  and  fishing.  Being  of  a 
sociable  disposition  he  has  numerous  friends  who  hold  him  in  the  highest  esteem. 


NELSON  BURGESS. 

Among  the  well  improved  and  carefully  cultivated  homesteads  of  Elkhart 
township  must  be  numbered  that  of  Nelson  Burgess  who  owns  ninety  acres  of 
land  which  he  is  operating.  He  was  born  in  Wayne  county,  Indiana,  in  Decem¬ 
ber,  1837,  a  son  of  Orin  and  Sarah  S.  (Reynolds)  Burgess,  natives  of  the  state 
of  New  York.  The  father  in  his  youth  came  to  Indiana  by  way  of  the  river 
from  his  native  state  with  his  parents,  who  located  on  a  farm  in  the  pioneer  days. 
He  remained  at  home  assisting  his  father  with  the  work  of  the  fields  until  the 
latter’s  demise,  after  which  he  worked  the  farm  for  his  mother  until  he  was 
married.  He  subsequently  rented  some  land  which  he  cultivated  until  1850, 
when  he  bought  fifty  acres  in  Laporte  county.  Later  he  added  to  this  another 
twenty  acres,  upon  which  he  resided  for  fifty  years,  continuing  its  cultivation 
until  his  demise  on  the  25th  of  June,  1900.  The  mother  survived  him  until  the 
26th  of  December,  1905. 

Nelson  Burgess  spent  his  boyhood  and  youth  as  do  the  majority  of  lads  who 
are  reared  in  the  country.  His  education  was  obtained  in  the  district  schools, 
much  of  his  spare  time  being  devoted  to  the  work  of  the  farm.  He  remained  a 
member  of  the  paternal  household  until  he  was  twenty-five  years  of  age, when 
he  bought  a  small  farm,  which  he  cultivated  in  connection  with  some  adjoining 
land  which  he  rented.  Disposing  of  his  interests  in  Indiana  in  1872  he  came  to 
Iowa,  first  locating  in  Dallas  county,  where  he  farmed  as  a  renter  for  two  years. 
At  the  expiration  of  that  period  he  came  to  Elkhart  township  and  bought  fifty 
acres.  The  cultivation  of  this  proved  so  lucrative  that  he  was  later  able  to 
extend  the  boundaries  of  his  homestead  until  they  now  embrace  ninety  acres. 

He  has  wrought  many  and  extensive  improvements  upon  his  property  during 
the  period  of  his  ownership,  having  erected  a  nice  house  and  barns  as  well  as 
other  outbuildings.  The  grounds  about  his  residence  are  particularly  attractive. 
When  he  first  settled  here  he  planted  a  nice  grove  and  orchard,  both  of  which 
have  been  given  careful  attention.  Although  he  continues  to  reside  upon  his 
homestead  Mr.  Burgess  now  rents  his  land,  having  been  so  successful  in  his 
early  enterprises  that  he  has  sufficient  means  to  enable  him  to  live  in  retirement 
during  his  latter  years. 

On  the  2 1  st  of  December,  1862,  Mr.  Burgess  was  married  to  Miss  Sarah  V. 
Powers,  a  daughter  of  John  L.  and  Martha  (Pool)  Powers,  natives  of  North 
Carolina.  The  father  came  to  Indiana  in  the  pioneer  days  and  for  years  worked 
out  as  a  farm  hand.  He  finally  acquired  some  land  of  his  own  which  he  oper¬ 
ated  until  his  demise  in  November,  1862.  The  mother  passed  away  in  January, 
1856.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Burgess  there  were  born  three  children,  but  one  of 
whom  is  now  surviving:  Orin  J.,  who  was  born  in  April,  1864,  and  passed  away 
in  March,  1871  ;  Walter  E.,  born  February  11,  1870,  who  is  deputy  county  auditor 
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of  Polk  county,  and  lives  in  Des  Moines;  and  Daisy,  who  was  born  on  the  15th 
of  February,  1879,  and  died  on  the  29th  of  October,  1879. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Burgess  have  long  been  identified  with  the  United  Brethren 
church  and  politically  he  is  a  republican.  He  has  always  borne  his  share  of  the 
governing  duties  of  the  township,  having  served  as  a  justice  of  the  peace  and 
school  director.  During  the  thirty-seven  years  they  have  resided  in  Elkhart 
township  both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Burgess  have  won  and  retained  the  friendship  of 
many  worthy  people  by  whom  they  are  held  in  high  regard. 


D.  G.  MENDENHALL,  M.  D. 

Dr.  D.  G.  Mendenhall,  a  medical  practitioner  of  Des  Moines,  is  entitled  to 
recognition  among  the  able  representatives  of  the  profession  in  Polk  county. 
His  birth  occurred  in  Belleplain,  Illinois,  on  the  30th  of  August,  1877,  his  par¬ 
ents  being  A.  L.  and. Catherine  (Smith)  Mendenhall,  who  were  natives  of  Ohio 
and  Indiana  respectively.  The  father  and  also  the  paternal  grandfather  of 
our  subject  were  physicians  by  profession.  On  coming  to  Iowa,  Dr.  A.  L. 
Mendenhall  took  up  his  abode  in  Washington  county,  where  he  practiced  medi¬ 
cine  for  three  years.  Following  his  demise,  which  occurred  in  that  county  in 
1892,  the  family  home  was  established  in  Des  Moines. 

D.  G.  Mendenhall  obtained  his  more  advanced  education  in  the  Illinois  Nor¬ 
mal  School  and  subsequently  took  up  the  study  of  medicine  in  Drake  University 
at  Des  Moines,  from  which  institution  he  was  graduated  in  1907.  For  a  num¬ 
ber  of  years  prior  to  his  matriculation,  however,  he  was  employed  as  printer  and 
pi  oof-reader  by  the  Kenyon  Printing  Company,  thus  earning  the  necessary 
funds  for  a  medical  course.  In  1908  he  pursued  a  post-graduate  course  at  Har¬ 
vard  University.  The  city  of  Des  Moines  has  been  the  scene  of  his  profes¬ 
sional  labors  and.  his  practice  has  steadily  grown  as  he  has  demonstrated  his 
ability  to  cope  with  the  intricate  problems  which  continually  confront  the  phy¬ 
sician  in  his  efforts  to  restore  health  and  prolong  life.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Polk  County  Medical  Society,  the  Iowa  State  Medical  Society  and  the  American 
Medical  Association,  thus  keeping  in  close  touch  with  the  onward  march  of 
the  profession. 

In  February,  1910,  Dr.  Mendenhall  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Claire 
McDannel,  a  native  of  Iowa.  He  is  identified  with  various  fraternities,  includ¬ 
ing  the  Modern  Woodmen,  the  Court  of  Honor  and  the  Homesteaders.  A 
young  man  of  unfailing  courtesy  and  unfeigned  cordiality,  he  is  popular  in  pro¬ 
fessional  and  social  circles  alike. 


S.  NEWTON  CLARK. 

For  twenty  years  S.  Newton  Clark,  who  is  manager  of  Shannon  &  Mott 
Company  mills,  has  been  actively  connected  with  the  milling  industry  in  this 
city.  Mr.  Clark  was  born  in  Hendricks  county,  Indiana,  on  the  226.  of  Novem¬ 
ber,  i860,  his  parents  being  Dennis  and  Rebecca  (Ashley)  Clark.  The  father, 
who  died  in  1879,  was  a  native  of  Middletown,  Kentucky,  and  the  mother  of 
Louisville.  Mr.  Clark  was  a  farmer  and  a  breeder  of  thoroughbred  stock  being 
one  of  the  most  successful  and  best  known  stock  raisers  in  the  state  of  Ken¬ 
tucky.  His  brother,  William  Clark,  took  an  active  part  in  the  Civil  war,  partici¬ 
pating  in  the  engagements  at  Chattanooga  and  Lookout  Mountain  as  well  as  the 
battle  of  the  Wilderness. 
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The  boyhood  and  early  youth  of  S.  Newton  Clark  were  spent  on  a  farm  in 
Indiana,  in  the  district  schools  of  which  state  he  acquired  his  education.  After 
the  completion  of  his  high  school  course  the  parents  migrated  to  Nebraska,  lo¬ 
cating  at  Salem,  where  he  learned  the  miller’s  trade  with  Valentine  &  Reppe. 
He  continued  in  their  service  for  eleven  years,  following  which  he  went  to  Steel 
City,  Nebraska,  where  he  worked  for  six  months,  and  then  to  Fairmont,  Exer- 
ton  and  East  Omaha  in  none  of  which  he  remained  for  a  very  long  period.  In 
1891  he  came  to  Des  Moines  to  assist  Shannon  &  Mott  in  the  construction  of  the 
mill  with  which  he  has  ever  since  been  identified.  When  they  first  began  oper¬ 
ating  their  output  was  seventy-five  barrels  per  day,  but  this  has  been  increased 
until  at  the  present  time  it  is  three  hundred  barrels. 

Mr.  Clark  was  united  in  marriage  on  the  1st  of  May,  1884,  at  Falls  City, 
Nebraska,  to  Miss  Olive  Lawson,  a  daughter  of  Alfred  Lawson,  a  native  of  Ohio 
who  migrated  to  Indiana  during  the  early  days.  One  son  has  been  born  of  this 
union,  Vernon  L.,  whose  birth  occurred  on  the  31st  of  August,  1886. 

The  religious  views  of  the  family  coincide  with  those  of  the  Christian  de¬ 
nomination,  with  which  they  affiliate.  Air.  Clark  is  also  a  member  of  the 
Knights  of  Pythias,  Modern  Woodmen  of  America  and  the  Brotherhood  of 
American  Yeomen,  while  Mrs.  Clark  affiliates  with  the  Priscilla  Club  and  the 
Des  Moines  Science  Club.  His  political  support  Mr.  Clark  accords  to  the  can¬ 
didates  of  the  republican  party,  his  views  conforming  to  those  of  the  progressive 
faction  of  that  body.  He  has  never  aspired  to  official  honors,  however,  and  so 
does  not  actively  participate  in  civic  affairs,  preferring  to  devote  his  entire  at¬ 
tention  to  the  development  of  his  personal  interests,  in  which  he  is  meeting 
with  success,  and  he  is  justly  regarded  as  one  of  the  substantial  citizens  of  the 
community. 


STEPHEN  FARR. 

Stephen  Farr,  whose  demise  occurred  on  the  6th  of  June,  1902,  spent  prac¬ 
tically  his  entire  business  career  as  an  agriculturist  of  Polk  county  and  at  the 
time  of  his  death  owned  two  very  valuable  farms  on  the  outskirts  of  Des 
Moines.  His  birth  occurred  in  Jefferson  county,  New  York,  February  15,  1838, 
and  it  was  in  the  Empire  state  that  he  acquired  his  education.  When  a  young 
man  he  determined  to  establish  his  home  in  the  west  and  came  direct  to  Iowa. 
The  lady  who  first  became  his  wife  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Angeline  Fuller 
and  became  the  mother  of  four  children,  three  sons  and  one  daughter.  The 
daughter  died  in  early  childhood  but  the  sons  all  grew  to  manhood.  William 
H.  is  now  a  trusted  and  valued  employe  of  the  Des  Moines  Telephone  Com¬ 
pany.  Elmer,  the  president  of  the  Des  Moines  board  of  education  at  the  time 
of  his  death,  which  occurred  in  July,  1903,  was  for  years  engaged  in  the  grocery 
business  at  Sevastopol.  Clarence  A.  is  an  agriculturist  residing  at  Cumming, 
Iowa.  On  the  8th  of  September,  1868,  Stephen  Farr  was  again  married,  his 
second  union  being  with  Miss  Addie  M.  Goodhue,  a  daughter  of  Joseph  W. 
and  Mary  (Ordway)  Goodhue,  who  spent  their  entire  lives  at  Groton,  Grafton 
county,  New  Hampshire.  Miss  Goodhue  came  to  Des  Moines  in  1863  and  in 
1864  began  teaching  school,  following  that  profession  until  the  time  of  her 
marriage. 

With  the  exception  of  five  years  spent  just  across  the  line  in  Story  county, 
Stephen  and  Addie  M.  (Goodhue)  Farr  resided  in  Polk  county  throughout  the 
period  of  their  married  life.  Aside  from  the  brief  period  which  he  spent  in  the 
capacity  of  superintendent  of  railroad  construction  in  other  parts  of  the  state, 
Mr.  Farr  was  actively  and  successfully  identified  with  agricultural  interests 
throughout  his  entire  business  career.  At  the  time  of  his  demise  he  owned  two 
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valuable  farms  on  the  outskirts  of  the  city  of  Des  Moines,  one  of  forty  acres 
and  the  other  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres. 

Unto  Stephen  and  Addie  M.  Farr  were  born  three  children,  two  sons  and 
one  daughter,  as  follows:  Walter  H.,  who  operates  the  old  homestead  place  of 
one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  residing  thereon  with  his  mother ;  Stephen  Jr. 
jy  o  was  formerly  a  dairyman  and  is  now  engaged  in  the  grocery  business  on 
South  Ninth  street  m  Des  Moines;  and  Nellie  F.,  the  wife  of  Harry  D.  Bagg 

who  is  a  member  of  the  well  known  grocery  firm  of  Bagg  Brothers  in  Des 
Moines. 

The  death  of  Stephen  Farr  occurred  on  the  6th  of  June,  1902,  when  he  had 
attained  the  age  of  sixty-four  years,  and  in  his  passing  the  community  lost  one 
of  its  most  respected  and  substantial  citizens.  Mrs.  Farr  is  now  nr  her  sixty- 
sixth  year  and  enjoyed  excellent  health  until  within  the  last  few  months.  She 
/as  an  extensive  circle  of  friends  here,  her  many  good  traits  of  heart  and  mind 
having  endeared  her  to  all  with  whom  she  has  come  in  contact. 


JAMES  F.  POWERS. 

A  well  cultivated  farm  of  forty  acres  in  Camp  township  about  two  and  one- 
half  miles  northwest  of  Runnells  pays  tribute  to  the  industry  of  James  F.  Powers. 

Mdiwrri11  Crawfordsville,  Indiana,  December  27,  1853,  a  son  of  David  and 
Millie  (Chiles)  Powers,  the  former  of  whom  was  born  at  Dayton,  Ohio,  and  the 
latter  m  East  Tennessee.  The  father  learned  the  carpenter’s  trade  as  a  young 
man  and  worked  at  his  trade  in  Indiana  and  Missouri.  He  came  to  Iowa  in  18^0 
and  spent  a  short  time  at  Keokuk,  then  returned  to  Crawfordsville,  Indiana,  and 
a  er  went  to  Dent  county,  Missouri,  but  in  February  1864,  he  once  more  re¬ 
turned  to  his  native  state.  He  died  at  Waveland,  Indiana,  in  1866.  Mrs.  Powers 
survive  .  ei  husband  eighteen  years,  being  called  away  in  November,  1884. 

James  b.  Powers  was  reared  in  Missouri  until  he  was  nine  years  of  age.  Up 
l?  t7?.t  *ime  he  little  opportunity  of  education,  as  the  excitement  preceding 
the  Civil  war  and  during  the  years  of  the  Rebellion  interfered  seriously  with 
the  educational  system  of  the  state.  After  the  family  returned  to  Indiana  he 
attended  the  public  schools  and  a  seminary  at  Crawfordsville.  At  the  age  of 
t  irteen  he  went  to  work  by  the  month  as  a  farm  hand  and  continued  for  two 
years  at  six  dollars  per  month.  Afterwards  he  received  a  higher  wage  and  at 
twenty-two  years  of  age  came  to  Polk  county,  Iowa,  where  his  wife  inherited 
a  iarm  of  Washington  Warren,  which  he  cultivated  for  sixteen  years.  He  then 
sold  his  place  and  spent  four  years  in  Colorado.  Returning  to  Iowa,  he  pur¬ 
chased  another  farm  m  Camp  township  which  he  also  sold  after  ten  years  and 
then  bought  forty  acres,  upon  which  he  has  since  lived. 

,  October,  1877,  Mr  Powers  was  united  in  marriage  in  Polk  county  to 
Miss  Louisa  Warren,  a  daughter  of  Washington  and  Sarah  (Boatwright)  War¬ 
ren  the  former  of  whom  was  born  in  Kentucky  and  the  latter  in  Virginia.  The 
father  came  to  Iowa  in  1851  and  entered  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  govern¬ 
ment  land  m  Camp  township,  Polk  county,  and  also  bought  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acies  which  another  man  had  entered  a  short  time  previously.  He  cleared 
and  improved  his  farm,  making  it  one  of  the  valuable  properties  in  the  town¬ 
ship.  He  died  in  March,  1890,  at  the  age  of  seventy-seven  years,  his  wife  hav¬ 
ing  been  called  away  in  October,  1871,  at  the  age  of  fifty-one  years. 

.  Sl.x  children  came  to  brighten  the  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Powers,  one  of  whom 
died  m  infancy.  The  others  were :  Sarah  M.,  who  married  C.  M.  Underwood,  of 
Des  Moines ;  Ada  E.,  now  Mrs.  Clarence  Alexander,  of  Camp  township ;  Bertha 
S.,  who  married  Walter  Ferguson,  a  farmer  of  Camp  township;  Georgie,  who 
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married  C.  R.  McAdoo  and  died  in  1906;  and  James  Roy  who  is  married  and 
engages  in  teaming  at  Runnells. 

Mr.  Powers  has  ever  since  his  boyhood  been  closely  identified  with  farm¬ 
ing.  He  early  learned  the  importance  of  applying  himself  earnestly  to  every¬ 
thing  his  hands  found  to  do.  He  has  ever  been  controlled  by  a  spirit  of  fair¬ 
ness  and  justice  in  his  dealings.  Politically  he  is  a  republican  and  in  religious 
belief  he  and  his  wife  are  connected  with  the  Church  of  Christ  at  Camp  Center, 
He  has  served  with  general  acceptance  as  school  director  of  Camp  township, 
Fraternally  he  holds  membership  in  the  Masonic  order,  whose  teachings  of 
brotherhood  he  heartily  indorses. 


G.  A.  HOLLAND. 

One  of  the  well  known  insurance  representatives  of  Des  Moines  is  G.  A. 
Holland,  who  is  secretary  of  the  Anchor  Insurance  Company.  A  son  of  R.  A. 
and  Susannah  D.  (Church)  Holland,  he  was  born  in  Henry  county,  Iowa,  on 
the  30th  of  October,  1876.  The  father  was  a  native  of  Ohio,  his  birth  occurring 
there  on  the  28th  of  February,  1844.  At  the  age  of  twelve  years  he  came 
to  Iowa  with  his  father,  Zachariah  Holland,  locating  on  a  farm  near  New  London. 
Here  R.  A.  Holland,  who  was  an  agriculturist,  cultivated  his  land  until  1877  at 
which  time  he  engaged  in  mercantile  pursuits.  He  continued  in  business  for  thir¬ 
ty  years,  retiring  in  1907,  with  full  assurance  of  all  of  the  comforts  and  many  of 
the  luxuries  of  life.  He  is  a  prominent  member  of  the  Independent  Order  of 
Odd  Fellows,  having  filled  all  of  the  chairs  in  the  local  organization.  He  is  a 
highly  respected  man  in  the  community  where  he  has  resided  for  so  many 
years,  his  sterling  principles  of  life  having  been  exemplified  in  all  of  his  daily 
transactions.  Mrs.  Holland,  who  was  a  native  of  Des  Moines  county,  Iowa, 
passed  away  in  1893. 

Reared  in  the  paternal  home  G.  A.  Holland  acquired  his  education  in  the 
common  schools  of  Conway,  Iowa,  later  taking  a  commercial  course  at  the 
Western  Normal  at  Shenandoah  to  better  equip  him  for  business  activities.  After 
receivng  his  degree  he  took  the  post-graduate  work  of  that  department  and  spent 
three  years  in  an  elective  course.  Upon  leaving  school  he  taught  for  one  year, 
following  which  he  was  made  principal  of  a  business  college  at  Pittsburg, 
Kansas,  which  position  he  retained  for  two  years.  In  1898  he  came  to  Des 
Moines  to  become  policy  writer  for  the  Anchor  Insurance  Company.  He  liked 
the  work  and  determined  to  make  it  his  life  vocation,  and  with  this  end  in 
view  he  won  advancement  through  the  various  departments,  mastering  the  de¬ 
tails  of  each,  until  in  1902  he  was  made  auditor.  A  few  years  later  he  was 
made  superintendent  of  agencies  and  in  1907  he  was  elected  vice  president.  He 
continued  to  be  identified  with  the  latter  office  until  1910,  when  he  was  appointed 
secretary  and  is  associated  in  the  management  with  Mr.  Ellis,  the  president. 
In  addition  to  his  duties  in  the  home  office  he  is  a  member  of  the  local  agency 
of  Ellis,  Holland  &  Sowers,  and  is  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  Iowa  Re¬ 
insurance  Association,  which  is  comprised  of  nine  of  the  leading  Iowa  Fire 
Insurance  Companies.  He  is  likewise  an  officer  and  director  of  the  Iowa  Adjust¬ 
ment  Company  and  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  Anchor  Investment  Company 
in  addition  to  his  interests  in  various  other  local  enterprises. 

Mr.  Holland  was  married  on  the  19th  of  June,  1907,  to  Miss  Helen  M. 
Barrett,  a  native  of  Des  Moines  and  daughter  of  W.  E.  and  Letta  (Galbraith) 
Barrett,  the  father  having  for  many  years  been  identified  with  the  banking 
interests  of  the  city.  Mrs.  Holland  holds  membership  in  the  Presbyterian  church. 
Fraternally  Mr.  Holland  is  affiliated  with  the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order 
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of  Elks  and  Capital  Lodge,  No.  no,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the 
Hyperion  Club  and  Grant  Club. 

Mr.  Holland’s  advancement  has  been  rapid  but  highly  merited,  as  during 
his  identification  with  the  insurance  interests  of  the  state  he  has  shown  himself 
to  be  thoroughly  conversant  with  every  branch  of  the  business.  He  is  well 
regarded  in  the  community  and  has  ofttimes  been  urged  to  become  a  candidate 
for  office,  but  although  he  takes  an  active  interest  in  municipal  affairs  he  feels 
that  his  personal  affairs  require  his  entire  attention.  Lie  always  appears  at  the 
polls  on  election  day,  however,  where  he  casts  a  ballot  in  support  of  the  men 
and  measures  of  the  democratic  party. 


WILLIAM  C.  ENFIELD. 

William  C.  Enfield,  the  owner  of  a  rich  and  productive  farm  of  eighty- 
three  acres  in  Washington  township,  is  widely  recognized  as  a  progressive  and 
enterprising  agriculturist.  His  birth  occurred  in  Johnson  county,  Iowa,  on  the 
20th  of  September,  1865,  his  parents  being  William  and  Catherine  (Schrock) 
Enfield,  natives  of  Somerset  county,  Pennsylvania.  When  a  youth  of  fourteen, 
the  father  removed  to  Johnson  county,  Iowa,  with  his  parents.  After  reach¬ 
ing  man  s  estate  he  started  out  as  an  agriculturist  on  his  own  account,  pur¬ 
chasing  forty  acres  of  land  which  he  improved.  At  the  time  of  the  out¬ 
break  of  the  Civil  war  he  sold  the  property  and  removed  to  Iowa  county  but 
after  a  brief  period  returned  to  Johnson  county,  where  he  bought  eighty  acres 
of  land  that  was  practically  covered  with  hazel  brush.  After  clearing  and 
improving  the  place  he  there  carried  on  agricultural  pursuits  for  two  years.  On 
the  expiration  of  that  period  he  disposed  of  the  property  and  came  to  Polk 
county,  buying  a  tract  of  eighty  acres  in  Washington  township.  This  land, 
which  he  procured  for  five  dollars  an  acre,  is  now  worth  two  hundred  dollars 
an  acre.  Mr.  Enfield  improved  the  farm  and  was  busily  engaged  in  its  operation 
until  about  1901,  when  he  sold  out  and  retired,  having  since  made  his  home  with 
our  subject.  He  has  now  attained  the  age  of  seventy-one  years,  while  his  wife 
is  eighty-five  years  old. 

William  C.  Enfield  attended  the  district  schools  of  Polk  county  in  the  ac¬ 
quirement  of  an  education  and  remained  under  the  parental  roof  until  he  had 
attained  his  majority.  Subsequently  he  devoted  his  attention  to  the  operation 
of  a  rented  farm  for  eight  years.  At  the  end  of  that  time  he  purchased  the  old 
homestead  place  in  Washington  township,  the  further  cultivation  and  improve¬ 
ment  of  which  has  since  claimed  his  attention.  The  property  embraces  eighty- 
three  acres  of  land  and  constitutes  one  of  the  model  farms  of  the  community. 
At  one  time  Mr.  Enfield  owned  and  conducted  a  hardware  store  at  Maxwell, 
Iowa.  He  is  now  a  stockholder  in  the  Farmers  Grain  Company  at  that  place. 

On  the  24th  of  September,  1893,  Mr.  Enfield  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Lizzie  Reitz,  a  daughter  of  Conrad  C.  and  Elizabeth  (Keller)  Reitz,  who  are 
natives  of  Somerset  county,  Pennsylvania.  The  father,  a  blacksmith  by  trade, 
worked  at  that  occupation  in  the  Keystone  state  and  also  for  several  years  after 
removing  to  Illinois.  Subsequently  he  took  up  his  abode  in  Boone  county,  Iowa, 
where  he  purchased  and  improved  a  farm  of  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres, 
operating  the  same  until  1889.  In  that  year  he  disposed  of  the  property  and  went 
to  Maxwell,  Story  county,  where  he  conducted  a  mercantile  establishment  until 
1896  and  then  sold  out.  Since  that  time  he  has  enjoyed  honorable  retirement 
and  is  still  living  in  Maxwell  at  the  age  of  seventy  years.  His  wife  has  attained 
the  age  of  seventy-two  years.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Enfield  have  three  children,  namely : 
Richard  B.,  Morris  C.  and  Galen  W.,  who  are  fifteen,  seven  and  five  years  of  age 
respectively. 
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Mr.  Enfield  is  a  republican  in  politics  and  has  served  as  school  director  of 
Washington  township,  the  cause  of  education  ever  finding  in  him  a  stanch 
champion.  His  religious  faith  is  indicated  by  his  membership  in  the  Church 
of  Brethren,  to  which  his  wife  also  belongs.  They  are  much  esteemed  in  the 
community  and  their  own  home  is  justly  noted  for  its  gracious  and  warm¬ 
hearted  hospitality. 


CHARLES  LEWIS  FRANKLIN,  M.  D. 

Des  Moines’  professional  registry  has  been  enriched  during  the  past  few 
years  by  the  names  of  several  clever  and  most  promising  young  physicians 
among  whom  must  be  included  Dr.  Charles  Lewis  Franklin,  who  for  the  past 
few  years  has  maintained  an  office  in  the  Equitable  Life  building.  He  was  born 
in  Lincoln,  Nebraska,  on  the  16th  of  September,  1884,  and  is  an  only  son  of 
Henry  J.  and  Catherine  (Fenlon)  Franklin,  the  father  a  native  of  Circleville, 
Ohio,  and  the  mother  of  Ireland.  The  parents  removed  to  Lincoln,  Nebraska, 
where  the  father  engaged  in  the  laundry  business  until  1896,  at  which  time  they 
returned  to  Des  Moines  where  they  have  ever  since  resided. 

Dr.  Charles  Lewis  Franklin  was  reared  at  home  acquiring  his  education 
in  the  schools  of  Lincoln  and  Des  Moines,  graduating  from  St.  Ambrose  with  the 
class  of  1901.  Having  decided  that  he  would  like  to  be  a  dentist  after  leaving 
school  he  entered  the  office  of  Dr.  Deverreaux  of  Fort  Dodge,  but  after  a  year’s 
study  of  the  science  concluded  that  he  preferred  medicine,  so  returning  home 
matriculated  in  the  medical  department  of  Drake  University.  He  was  awarded 
the  degree  of  M.  D.  from  the  latter  institution  with  the  class  of  1908,  following 
which  he  spent  about  eighteen  months  as  interne  in  Mercy  Hospital.  At  the 
expiration  of  that  time,  feeling  sufficient  confidence  in  his  own  ability  to  warrant 
his  assuming  the  responsibility  of  a  private  practice,  he  at  once  engaged  offices 
where  he  is  now  located.  He  has  built  up  a  lucrative  practice,  winning  the  con¬ 
fidence  of  all  who  employ  him  by  his  solicitous  and  conscientious  regard  for  the 
comfort  of  his  patients.  Progressive  in  his  ideas,  he  is  most  desirous  of  advanc¬ 
ing  in  his  profession  and  with  that  end  in  view  keeps  in  touch  with  the  theories 
of  the  great  scientists  through  the  medium  of  the  medical  journals  and  records, 
which  he  most  carefully  studies. 

Dr.  Franklin  is  a  communicant  of  the  Catholic  church  and  a  member  of 
the  Knights  of  Columbus.  On  April  26,  1911,  Dr.  Franklin  was  united  in  mar¬ 
riage  to  Miss  Helen  Richardson,  of  Chicago,  a  daughter  of  Frederick  and  Mar¬ 
garet  (McTight)  Richardson.  Her  father  died  in  Chicago  about  eighteen  years 
ago.  Dr.  Franklin  accords  his  political  support  to  the  republican  party  but  not 
an  aspirant  to  public  honors  or  the  emoluments  of  office  he  does  not  actively 
participate  in  matters  of  government,  other  than  the  casting  of  a  ballot  on  elec¬ 
tion  days.  Gauging  his  future  prospects  by  his  record  thus  far  the  career  of 
Dr.  Franklin  would  seem  to  be  a  most  satisfactory  one,  and  is  so  regarded  by 
the  many  who  are  interested  in  his  success. 


WILLIAM  A.  HIGGS. 

William  A.  Higgs,  one  of  the  representative  and  successful  agriculturists  of 
Washington  township,  is  operating  a  well  improved  farm  of  one  hundred  and 
forty  acres  and  in  connection  with  the  tilling  of  the  soil  devotes  considerable 
attention  to  stock.  His  birth  occurred  in  Ogle  county,  Illinois,  on  the  3d  of 
September,  1868,  his  parents  being  Thomas  H.  and  Elizabeth  (Nalley)  Higgs,  both 
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of  whom  were  natives  of  Maryland.  The  father,  who  removed  to  Illinois  at  an 
early  day,  operated  a  farm  in  that  state  for  several  years.  In  187?  he  came 
to  Polk  county,  Iowa,  purchased  a  tract  of  eighty  acres  in  Washington  township 
and  began  its  improvement.  After  operating  the  place  for  twelve  years  he  sold 
out  and  purchased  the  farm  of  one  hundred  and  forty  acres  which  is  now  in 
possession  of  our  subject.  The  cultivation  and  improvement  of  that  property 
claimed  his  attention  for  eleven  years,  on  the  expiration  of  which  period  he  took 
up  his  abode  at  Maxwell,  Iowa,  where  he  resided  until  called  to  his  final  rest 
on  the  10th  of  June,  1903,  at  the  age  of  sixty-eight  years.  His  wife,  who  still 
makes  her  home  at  Maxwell,  has  now  attained  the  age  of  sixty-eight. 

William  A.  Higgs  acquired  his  education  in  the  district  schools  of  Polk 
county  and  remained  under  the  parental  roof  until  he  had  attained  his  .majority. 
He  then  began  earning  his  own  livelihood  and  for  a  period  of  four  years  was 
employed  at  Maxwell.  Returning  to  the  old  home  farm,  he  has  been  busily 
engaged  in  its  operation  to  the  present  time.  In  addition  to  cultivating  the 
cereals  best  adapted  to  soil  and  climate  he  feeds  a  car  load  of  cattle  and  raises 
nfty  head  of  hogs  annually  and  also  keeps  twelve  head  of  horses.  His  undertak¬ 
ings  as  an  agriculturist  have  been  attended  with  a  gratifying  measure  of  pros¬ 
perity  and  have  won  him  recognition  among  the  substantial  and  enterprising 
citizens  of  the  community.  He  is  likewise  a  stockholder  in  the  Farmers  Grain 

Company  of  Maxwell,  Iowa,  and  a  stockholder  in  the  Farmers  Cooperative 
Produce  Company. 

nu  —  23d  °*  1891,  Mr.  Higgs  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 

Christina  Kopf,  a  daughter  of  Johannes  and  Catherine  (Schelea)  Kopf  both 
of  whom  were  natives  of  Germany.  The  father  emigrated  to  the  United  States 
m  lay,  1869,  and  located  in  Washington  township,  Polk  county,  here  purchasing 
and  improving  a  farm  which  he  operated  for  several  years.  Disposing  of  the 
property,  he  removed  to  Arkansas  and  there  carried  on  general  agricultural 
pursuits  for  one  year.  After  returning  to  this  state  he  purchased  and  improved 
a  farm  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  in  Story  county,  near  Maxwell,  operat¬ 
ing  the  same  for  seven  years.  On  the  expiration  of  that  period  he  sold  the 
property  and  went  to  California,  remaining  in  that  state  for  a  year  and  a  half. 
He  then  returned  to  Maxwell,  Iowa,  which  town  remained  his  home  until  the 
death  of  his  wife  in  September,  1910.  Since  that  time  he  has  resided  with  our 
subject.  He  is  now  seventy-four  years  of  age.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Higgs  have  three 
c  ildren,  namely.  Vern  E.,  Meiiitt  W.  and  Anna  Irene,  who  are  seventeen 
eleven  and  six  years  of  age  respectively. 

Mr.  Higgs  is  a  republican  in  politics  and  has  served  as  constable  of  Wash¬ 
ington  township  for  six  years,  while  for  two  years  he  acted  as  a  school  director, 
fraternally  he  is  identified  with  the  Knights  of  Pythias  at  Maxwell,  the  Masons, 

*  e  J^omen  and  the  Mystic  Workers,  hie  and  his  family  attend  the  Evangelical 
church.  He  is  a  man  of  exemplary  habits  and  strict  integrity,  in  manner  unas¬ 
suming,  and  all  who  know  him  entertain  for  him  the  highest  regard  and  esteem. 


H.  C.  WILLETT,  M.  D. 

A  large  and  constantly  growing  practice  pays  tribute  to  the  medical  and 
surgical  skill  of  Dr.  H.  C.  Willett,  who  for  eight  years  has  been  engaged  in  the 
practice  of  his  profession  in  Des  Moines.  He  was  born  in  Rochester,  Peoria 
county,  Illinois,  on  the  8th  of  October,  i8;p,  his  parents  being  E.  L.  and  Sophia 
(Moss)  Willetfi  the  father  a  native  of  Indiana  and  the  mother  of  London,  Eng¬ 
land.  E.  L.  Willett  came  to  Iowa  with  his  wife  and  family  in  1890,  locating  in 
Warren  county,  where  he  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  until  he  retired  to 
Norwalk,  where  he  is  now  residing. 
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The  first  twenty  years  of  Dr.  Willett’s  life  were  spent  in  his  native  state,  his 
preliminary  education  being  acquired  in  the  district  schools  of  Peoria  county. 
After  locating  in  Warren  county  he  entered  Drake  University,  where  he  re¬ 
mained  until  old  enough  to  begin  the  study  of  medicine,  having  early  decided  to 
become  a  physician.  Later  he  matriculated  at  Rush  Medical  College,  Chicago, 
where  he  pursued  his  professional  course  until  1894,  at  which  time  he  was 
graduated  with  the  degree  of  M.  D.  Immediately  following  the  completion  of 
*  his  studies  he  came  to  Whitten,  Iowa,  where  he  opened  an  office,  continuing  in 
practice  there  for  nine  years.  In  1903  he  removed  to  Des  Moines  and  during 
the  period  of  his  residence  here  has  succeeded  in  establishing  a  very  good  general 
practice.  He  possesses  the  essential  attributes  of  a  physician  which  combined 
with  his  thorough  preparation  and  close  study  of  medical  and  surgical  journals, 
unite  in  making  him  a  most  capable  and  creditable  representative  of  his  chosen 
profession.  Conscientious  and  loyal  to  his  patients  he  is  seemingly  tireless  in  his 
efforts  to  relieve  the  pain  of  the  suffering  ,  always  cheerfully  responding  to  the 
oftentimes  needless  and  exacting  demands  of  all  who  seek  his  services.  Pro¬ 
gressive  in  his  ideas  he  is  constantly  striving  to  maintain  and  improve  the 
standard  of  his  profession,  always  readily  laying  aside  an  old  and  well  tried 
method  if  assured  of  the  efficacy  of  a  more  recent  and  modern  treatment.  His 
skill  as  a  surgeon  is  fully  equal  "to  his  ability  as  a  physician  and  he  is  constantly 
paying  more  attention  to  the  growing  demands  of  this  portion  of  his  practice. 

"Dr.  Willett  was  married  to  Miss  Lula  C.  Roney,  a  native  of  Ohio,  in  Feb¬ 
ruary,  1895,  and  unto  them  have  been  born  three  children:  Winifred,  Vivian  and 
Wendell.  The  family  affiliate  with  the  University  Christian  church,  and  frater¬ 
nally  Dr.  Willett  is  identified  with  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and 
the  Knights  of  Pythias.  He  maintains  close  relations  with  the  members  of  his 
profession  through  his  connection  with  the  local,  state  and  national  medical 
societies  and  associations.  Although  the  period  of  his  residence  here  has  been 
comparatively  brief  Dr.  Willett  is  well  established  in  practice  and  is  becoming 
recognized  as  an  able  and  reliable  physician. 


HENRY  H.  ROSECRANTS. 

Henry  H.  Rosecrants,  owning  and  operating  a  highly  improved  and  valu¬ 
able  farm  of  two  hundred  acres  in  Walnut  township,  was  born  in  Dallas 
county,  Iowa,  on  the  13th  of  February,  1850,  his  parents  being  Hiram  and  Han¬ 
nah  (Bennett)  Rosecrants,  who  were  natives  of  New  York  and  Kentucky  re¬ 
spectively.  .  They  came  to  Iowa  in  1848  and  took  up  their  abode  in  Polk  county 
but  at  the  end  of  a  year  removed  to  Dallas  county,  purchasing  and  locating  on 
a  farm  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres.  Mr.  Rosecrants  cleared  and  im¬ 
proved  the  property  and  operated  the  place  until  1857,  when  he  disposed  of  it 
and  went  to  Kansas.  There  he  purchased  a  farm  of  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres,  paying  three  hundred  dollars  for  the  property,  in  the  cultivation  and  im¬ 
provement  of  which  he  was  busily  engaged  until  called  to  his  final  rest  in  Au¬ 
gust.  i860.  His  wife  survived  him  but  two  days. 

Henry  H.  Rosecrants  was  reared  and  educated  in  Polk  county,  attending 
the  district  schools.  He  was  left  an  orphan  at  the  early  age  of  ten  years  and 
went  to  live  with  an  uncle,  Calvin  Bennett,  in  whose  household  he  remained 
until  he  had  attained  his  majority.  He  then,  in  partnership  with  W.  S.  Bennett, 
rented  his  uncle’s  farm  of  five  hundred  acres,  operating  the  same  for  four  years. 
On  the  expiration  of  that  period  he  purchased  one  hundred  and  fifteen  acres 
of  land  in  Walnut  township  and  set  himself  resolutely  to  the  task  of  clearing 
and  improving  the  property.  After  residing  thereon  for  about  ten  years  he 
disposed  of  the  place  and  bought  the  quarter  section  of  land  which  has  remained 
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in  his  possession  continuously  ever  since  and  which  he  has  brought  under  a 
high  state  of  cultivation  and  improvement.  He  has  extended  the  boundaries  of 
his  farm  by  an  additional  purchase  of  forty  acres,  so  that  it  now  embraces  two 
hundred  acres  of  rich  and  productive  land,  which  he  recently  tiled,  utilizing 
three  carloads  of  tile.  In  his  undertakings  as  an  agriculturist  he  has  won  a 
gratifying  measure  of  prosperity  by  reason  of  his  well  directed  energy  and  cap¬ 
able  business  management. 

In  April,  1876,  Mr.  Rosecrants  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Florence 
Wilson,  a  daughter  of  Isaiah  M.  and  Eliza  Jane  Wilson,  who  were  natives  of 
Virginia  and  Missouri  respectively.  The  father  came  to  Polk  county.  Iowa,  in 
1833,  locating  in  Walnut  township,  where  he  devoted  his  attention  to  general 
agricultural  pursuits  throughout  his  active  business  career.  He  has  now  at¬ 
tained  the  venerable  age  of  ninety-two  years  and  makes  his  home  with  our  sub¬ 
ject.  The  demise  of  his  wife  occurred  in  1885.  Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rosecrants 
were  born  five  children,  as  follows:  Jeanetta,  who  is  at  home;  Janie,  who  passed 
away  in  1880;  Bessie  F.,  who  is  married  and  follows  the  profession  of  teaching 
in  South  Dakota;  Lucy  Mary,  who  is  married  and  resides  in  Greene  county, 
Iowa;  and  Jessie  R.,  aged  seventeen  years,  who  is  also  at  home.  The  wife 
and  mother  was  called  to  her  final  rest  on  the  2d  of  November,  1896. 

Since  age  conferred  upon  him  the  right  of  franchise  Mr.  Rosecrants  has 
cast  his  ballot  in  support  of  the  men  and  measures  of  the  republican  party.  He 
has  served  as  township  trustee  for  nine  years  and  also  acted  as  road  supervisor 
for  five  years,  ever  discharging  his  official  duties  in  a  most  prompt  and  capable 
manner.  .  In  religious  faith  he  is  a  Methodist.  He  has  spent  practically  his  en¬ 
tire  life  in  this  part  of  the  state  and  the  favorable  regard  entertained  for  him 
by  his  fellow  townsmen  is  proof  that  his  life  record  has  been  an  honorable  one. 


GEORGE  CULLEN,  M.  D. 

A  most  excellent  practice  pays  tribute  to  the  skill  of  Dr.  George  Cullen, 
who  during  his  five  years  residence  in  Des  Moines  has  come  to  be  recognized  as 
one  of  the  leading  young  surgeons  and  physicians  in  the  city.  One  of  Wiscon¬ 
sin  s  sons,  his.  birth  occurred  in  Fond  du  Lac  on  the  21st  of  November,  1874  his 
parents  being  Edward  J.  and  Mary  B.  (Gaffron)  Cullen.  The  father!  who  was 
also  a  native  of  the  Badger  state,  was  born  on  the  26th  of  November,  1848, 
and  passed  away  on  the  31st  of  October,  1905.  He  was  of  Irish  extraction 
his  people  having  emigrated  from  the  Emerald  isle  to  Wisconsin  during  the 
earliest  days  of  its  history.  Mr.  Cullen  was  for  many  years  identified  with  the 
Sechler  Buggy  Company,  of  Moline,  Illinois,  being  their  general  sales  manager 
during  the  latter  period  of  his  activity,  Mrs.  Cullen,  who  was  born  in  New  York 
state  on  the  14th  of  June,  1852,  died  in  September,  1906,  having  survived  her 
husband  almost  a  year.  She  was  of  German  descent,  her  people  coming  from 
Berlin  to  New  York,  in  which  state  they  settled  prior  to  the  Civil  War. 

The  boyhood  and  youth  of  Dr.  George  Cullen  were  very  largely  spent  in 
Lincoln,  Nebraska,  where  the  public  schools  provided  him  with  his  preliminary 
education.  After  the  completion  of  his  high  school  course  he  entered  the  State 
University,  where  he  remained  until  in  his  junior  year.  He  was  most  desirous  of 
studying  medicine,  but  knew  if  he  realized  his  ambition  he  must  earn  the  means 
to  pay  for  his  tuition.  So  he  took  the  civil  service  examination  and  obtained 
a  position  as  clerk  in  the  postoffice  at  Lincoln,  continuing  in  that  capacity  until 
1896.  Having  saved  sufficient  money  to  enable  him  to  take  up  his  professional 
studies  he  withdrew  from  the  government  employ  at  that  time  and  going  to 
Chicago  he  matriculated  in  the  Northwestern  Medical  School,  being  awarded  his 
degree  with^the  class  of  1900.  Surgery  had  always  appealed  more  strongly  to 
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him  than  the  pure  science  of  medicine  and  feeling  the  need  of  a  broader  under¬ 
standing  of  the  former  he  accepted  a  position  as  assistant  surgeon  in  the  Santa 
Fe  Hospital  at  Topeka,  Kansas.  From  there  he  returned  to  Chicago,  where  he 
remained  for  several  years,  during  which  period  he  served  as  interne  in  a  num¬ 
ber  of  the  larger  hospitals,  following  which  he  became  surgeon  for  the  Illinois 
Steel  Company.  Having  spent  five  years  in  practical  work  under  some 
of  the  best  physicians  and  surgeons  in  the  United  States,  Dr.  Cullen  felt 
in  1905  that  he  was  fully  and  ably  qualified  to  enter  upon  a  private  practice,  so 
coming  to  Des  Moines  established  an  office.  The  confidence  and  assurance,  as  well 
as  the  skill  and  thorough  understanding  of  his  profession  that  he  had  acquired 
during  the  long  period  of  his  tvrociny,  made  a  most  favorable  impression  upon 
those  who  employed  him,  and  he  rapidly  became  recognized  as  a  surgeon  of 
more  than  average  ability.  Dr.  Cullen,  however,  is  not  the  type  of  man  who  is 
satisfied  to  rest  upon  the  laurels  he  has  already  won  and  is  constantly  studying 
and  endeavoring  to  raise  his  work,  and  that  of  the  profession  he  so  ably  repre¬ 
sents,  to  a  higher  standard.  Very  shortly  after  his  arrival  here  he  was  appointed 
to  the  chair  of  surgical  pathology  in  Drake  University,  which  he  still  continues 
to  fill.  Although  he  prefers  surgery,  as  he  has  specialized  in  that  line,  he  has  a 
very  large  general  practice  and  is  considered  most  efficient. 

During  his  residence  in  Topeka  Dr.  Cullen  met  and  married  Miss  Pearl 
Mulvane  Powleson,  their  union  being  solemnized  on  the  14th  of  October,  1903. 
Mrs.  Cullen  is  a  daughter  of  Captain  O.  C.  Powleson,  a  member  of  the  Legion 
of  Honor  and  a  veteran  of  the  Civil  war.  She  is  a  native  of  Ohio,  her  birth  hav¬ 
ing  occurred  in  that  state  on  the  6th  of  March,  1878.  Two  children  have  been 
born- of  this  marriage:  George  Cullen,  Jr.,  whose  birth  occurred  in  this  city  on 
the  2 1  st  of  September,  1906;  and  Mary  Katharine,  born  December  7,  1910.  Dr. 
Cullen  affiliates  with  the  Masonic  lodge  and  maintains  relations  with  his  fellow 
practitioners  through  the  medium  of  the  Polk  County  Medical  Society,  of  which 
he  was  secretary  from  1905  to  1906,  the  State  Medical  Society,  the  National 
Medical  Association,  the  Iowa  Clinical  Surgical  Society  and  the  Des  Moines 
Pathological  Society. 

The  republican  candidates  always  receive  the  political  support  of  Dr.  Cullen, 
although  he  is  too  absorbed  in  his  profession  to  actively  participate  in  civic  affairs 
further  than  the  casting  of  a  ballot.  His  record  has  been  a  most  unusual  one 
and  can  be  entirely  attributed  to  his  own  well  directed  effort,  as  he  has  had  no 
assistance  which  has  not  been  the  just  reward  of  his  painstaking  and  con¬ 
scientious  endeavor. 


A.  E.  READ. 

It  is  always  an  inspiration  to  note  the  steady  progress  of  an  energetic  and 
ambitious  man  such  as  A.  E.  Read,  the  junior  member  of  the  firm  of  Tones  & 
Read,  well  known  .insurance  agents  of  Des  Moines.  A  son  of  Z.  S.  and  Hester 
A.  (Bishop)  Read,  his  birth  occurred  in  Winterset,  Iowa,  on  the  10th  of  August, 
1874.  The  father  migrated  to  Iowa  from  England  when  a  boy  with  his  parents, 
who  located  in  thei  vicinity  of  Winterset  in  1854.  There  the  grandfather,  John 
Read,  invested  extensively  in  timber  lands  and  established  a  sawmill,  which  he 
operated  while  engaging  in  agricultural  pursuits.  When  he  attained  his  man¬ 
hood  Z.  S.  Read  also  adopted  the  vocation  of  farming  which  he  followed  for 
many  years,  but  more  recently  he  has  been  contracting  and  building  in  Winter- 
set,  where  he  continues  to  reside.  He  went  to  the  front  with  the  First  Iowa 
Cavalry  in  ’64  to  take  the  place  of  an  elder  brother  who  was  killed  on  the  battle¬ 
field. 
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A.  E.  Read  obtained  his  early  education  in  the  public  schools  of  Winterset, 
and  this  was  later  supplemented  by  a  commercial  course  in  one  of  the  Des  Moines 
business  colleges.  Upon  leaving  school  he  entered  the  employ  of  the  Des  Moines 
Elevator  Company,  continuing  in  their  service  four  years.  Subsequently  he 
accepted  a  position  in  the  office  of  Carr  &  Adams  for  a  similar  period,  following 
which  he  became  office  manager  of  the  Daily  Register  and  Leader  for  a  year. 
At  the  expiration  of  that  period  he  decided  to  embark  in  business  for  himself 
and  in  connection  with  M.  L.  Dudley  opened  an  insurance  office  in  September, 
1905.  This  partnership  existed  for  two  years  during  which  period  they  built 
up  a  very  large  clientele,  and  in  August,  1907,  they  consolidated  with  George  W. 
1  ones,  since  which  time  the  business  has  been  conducted  under  the  firm  name 
of  Tones  &  Read.  1  hey  take  all  risks  but  those  upon  life  and  represent  some  of 
the  oldest  and  most  reliable  companies  in  this  country  and  Europe.  They  are 
recognized  as  thoroughly  reliable  and  trustworthy  men  in  every  respect  and  as  a 
result  they  have  met  with  marked  success  in  their  venture,  their  business  show¬ 
ing  a  decided  increase  from  year  to  year. 

Mr.  Read  commemorated  Christmas  of  1900,  by  his  marriage  to  Miss  Laura 
Josephine  T.  rissel,  a  native  of  Missouri,  and  unto  this  union  has  been  born 
one  child,  Harold  D.,  whose  natal  day  was  the  27th  of  April,  1902.  Roth  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Read  affiliate  with  the  First  Methodist  church,  while  fraternally  he  is 
identified  with  Jhe  Masons  and  Brotherhood  of  American  Yeomen.  In  politics 
his  views  coincide  with  the  principles  of  the  republican  party  for  whose  candi¬ 
dates  he  always  casts  his  ballot.  He  has  never  been  an  office  seeker,  and  aside 
from  his  service  on  the  election  board  has  never  actively  participated  in  civic 
affairs. 

In  his  business  career  every  step  has  marked  a  steady  and  permanent  ad¬ 
vance,  the  progress  of  which  can  be  attributed  to  his  own  perseverance,  worth 
and  reliability — those  qualities  which  ever  determine  a  man’s  position  in  the 
community  where  he  resides. 


ELBERT  C.  MITCHELL. 

The  name  of  Mitchell  is  well  known  in  Polk  county  and  Elbert  C.  Mitchell, 
the  subject  of  this  sketch,  represents  the  second  generation  of  this  family  in  the 
county.  He  was  born  in  Adair  county,  Iowa,  August  17,  1879,  a  son  of  Charles 
and  Electa  (Roberts)  Mitchell,  a  record  of  whom  appears  elsewhere  in  this 
work. 

Elbert  C.  Mitchell  came  with  his  parents  to  Polk  county  early  in  life  and 
received  his  preliminary  education  in  the  district  schools.  After  completing  his 
school  training  he  worked  for  his  father  on  the  home  farm  for  three  years  and 
then  rented  land  in  Camp  township  which  he  cultivated  for  a  year.  Being  de¬ 
sirous  of  seeing  other  parts  of  the  country  he  went  to  the  state  of  Washington, 
where  he  remained  only  a  short  time.  Returning  to  Iowa  he  took  the  United 
States  civil  service  examination  and  carried  mail  for  nine  months,  but  the  physi¬ 
cal  exercise  proved  too  severe  and  he  gave  up  his  position.  Again  turning  his 
face  to  the  northwest  he  went  to  the  state  of  Oregon,  but  after  three  months’ 
experience  in  that  part  of  the  United  States  decided  that  Polk  county  offered 
more  favorable  inducements  than  he  could  expect  to  find  elsewhere,  and  accord- 
ingly  he  returned  to  this  county  and  has  since  been  diligently  engaged  in  farm¬ 
ing  in  Camp  township.  He  keeps  about  fifteen  head  of  cattle,  four  head  of 
horses,  and  raises  seventy-five  to  one  hundred  head  of  hogs  each  year  for  the 
market.  Being  an  advocate  of  cooperation  among  farmers,  he  takes  an  active 
interest  in  the  Farmers  Cooperative  Mercantile  Company  at  Runnells,  of  which 
he  is  a  stockholder. 
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On  the  19th  of  August,  1900,  Mr.  Mitchell  was  married  to  Miss  Myrtle 
Tyler,  a  daughter  of  Isaac  and  Jemima  (Fox)  Tyler,  the  former  of  whom  was 
born  in  Indiana  and  the  latter  in  Iowa.  The  father  came  to  Iowa  and  purchased 
a  farm  in  Four  Mile  township,  Polk  county,  which  he  cultivated  until  1907.  He 
then  sold  his  place  and  removed  with  his  family  to  Boone  county,  Iowa,  where 
he  and  his  wife  are  now  living.  A  promising  family  of  four  children  has  come 
to  bless  the  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mitchell :  Charles  I.,  who  is  now  nine  years 
of  age;  Lowry  L.,  who  is  seven  years  of  age;  Lawrence  E.,  aged  three  years; 
and  Irving,  aged  four  months. 

Mr.  Mitchell  and  his  wife  are  firm  believers  in  the  authority  of  the  Bible 
and  active  workers  in  the  Christian  church.  He  is  a  liberal  contributor  to  the 
church  and  donated  a  handsome  sum  in  behalf  of  the  new  church  building  re¬ 
cently  in  course  of  erection.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Grange  and  a  hearty  advo¬ 
cate  of  progress  in  all  departments  of  farming,  as  well  as  in  every  other  calling 
in  life.  Ever  since  casting  his  first  ballot  he  has  voted  in  support  of  the  repub¬ 
lican  party,  whose  principles  appear  to  him  as  best  adapted  to  promote  the  wel¬ 
fare  of  the  country. 


GEORGE  F.  ARPY. 

Des  Moines  is  indebted  to  Germany  for  many  of  its  enterprising  and  worthv 
citizens,  among  whom  must  be  numbered  George  F.  Arpy,  who  was  born  in  the 
province  of  Schleswig-Holstein  on  the  3d  of  April,  1846.  He  is  a  son  of 
Christian  F.  and  Katherine  Arpy,  both  of  whom  spent  their  entire  lives  in  the 
old  country,  where  the  father  always  engaged  in  farming  and  stockraising.  Mr. 
Arpy  was  born  in  Schleswig-Holstein  in  1812  and  there  he  was  also  married. 

George  F.  Arpy  procured  his  education  in  the  parochial  schools  of  his  native 
country,  after  which  he  was  apprenticed  to  a  carpenter.  Having  completed  his 
trade,  in  1865  he  decided  to  become  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  believing  that 
better  opportunities  were  to  be  found  here,  so  he  took  passage  for  America, 
landing  in  this  country  on  the  15th  of  August,  1865.  He  first  sought  employ¬ 
ment  in  New  Jersey,  where  he  followed  his  trade  for  several  months,  but  having 
heard  of  the  better  advantages  to  be  found  beyond  the  Mississippi  he  started 
westward.  He  traveled  from  Chicago  to  Davenport  where  he  remained  for 
two  years  when  he  came  to  Des  Moines  by  wagon.  He  arrived  here  in  1867  and 
found  employment  at  his  trade  of  carpentering  and  later  began  contracting  on 
his  own  account.  When  he  first  located  here  he  resided  at  the  corner  of  Fifth 
and  Walnut  streets,  but  as  the  business  district  developed  he  was  forced  to 
move  farther  west,  where  he  later  established  a  home  and  reared  his  family 
at  Tenth  and  North  streets.  During  the  forty-five  years  of  his  residence  here 
Mr.  Arpy  has  seen  Des  Moines  develop  from  a  town  into  a  beautiful  city  and 
one  of  the  commercial  centers  of  the  state.  Many  are  the  interesting  remini¬ 
scences  he  relates  of  the  early  days,  and  he  well  remembers  when  the  present 
site  of  many  of  the  finest  buildings  in  the  city  was  a  cornfield. 

In  January,  1879,  Mr.  Arpy  completed  his  arrangements  for  a  home  by  his 
marriage  to  Miss  Flora  Parker,  a  daughter  of  Benjamin  and  Anna  Matilda 
(Munhall)  Parker,  the  former  a  pioneer  of  Fairfield,  Iowa.  Six  children  have 
been  born  of  this  union:  Bertha,  who  was  born  in  July,  1880,  is  the  wife  of  J. 
L.  Wagner,  a  civil  engineer,  of  Sioux  Falls,  and  the  mother  of  one  child,  Robert, 
who  was  born  in  May,  1908.  LeRoy  married  Edith  Reimer,  of  Red  Oak,  Iowa. 
Rosetta  became  the  wife  of  Ira  E.  Mowen,  who  is  employed  by  the  Des  Moines 
Gas  Company,  and  they  have  a  child,  Richard  E.,  born  April  27,  1911.  George 
H.,  a  carpenter,  is  also  married  and  has  three  children :  Dorothy,  Helen  and  Laura. 
Flora,  who  was  born  in  March,  1894,  and  Ferdinand,  whose  birth  occurred  on 
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the  4th  of  April,  1898,  are  both  at  home,  the  former  attending  the  East  high 
and  the  latter  the  Grant  Park  school.  The  family  residence  is  at  2500  Scott 
avenue,  and  they  attend  the  Christian  church. 

Mr.  Arpy  is  a  member  of  the  Woodmen  of  the  World,  Camp  No.  18,  and 
gives  his  political  support  to  the  republican  party,  his  views  being  in  accordance 
with  the  progressive  faction  of  that  body.  During  the  long  period  of  his  resi¬ 
dence  here  he  has  been  identified  with  building  interests  and  has  assisted  in 
erecting  some  of  the  largest  and  finest  structures  in  the  city.  He  was  a  com¬ 
petent  and  trustworthy  workman  and  by  means  of  thrift  and  tireless  energy 
acquired  a  home  and  comfortable  competence,  which  assures  him  of  the  necessi¬ 
ties  of  life  during  his  latter  days. 


DR.  FRANK  W.  CHASE. 

"W*  Chase,  who  is  engaged  in  the  real-estate  business,  formerly  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  medical  profession,  was  born  July  19,  1850,  in  Portland,  Maine,  a 
son  of  Dr.  S.  B.  and  Almira  B.  (Cobb)  Chase.  He  came  to  Iowa  with  his 
parents  in  the  fall  of  1855*  spending  the  winter  at  Decorah,  moving  from  there 
to  Osage  the  next  February  and  reaching  the  latter  place  on  Washington’s 
birthday.  His  father  was  register  of  the  land  office  until  it  was  moved  to  Des 
Moines..  In  the  spring  of  i860  his  father  moved  to  Des  Moines  for  the  purpose 
of  practicing  his  profession  but  his  old  Osage  friends  wanted  him  to  return  so 
they  came  down  with  their  teams  and  moved  him  and  his  family  back  to  Osage 
overland  in  the  fall.  Dr.  Chase  remembers  distinctly  the  old  high  school  build¬ 
ing  at  Ninth  and  Locust  where  he  attended  the  spring  and  fall  term  of  i860.  At 
that  time  the  city  of  Des  Moines  had  less  than  four  thousand  people. 

Dr.  Chase  attended  the  public  schools  at  Osage,  finishing  his  education  at 
the  Cedar  Valley  Seminary  of  that  place,  where  he  received  his  A.  B.  degree 
with  the  first  class  graduated  from  that  institution.  After  graduating  he  fol¬ 
lowed  civil  engineering  for  a  time  in  locating  the  Chicago,  Dubuque  &  Minne¬ 
sota  Railroad  from  Dubuque  to  the  Minnesota  line,  now  owned  by  the  Chicago, 
Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Railroad.  He  also  spent  one  summer  in  helping  construct 
the  Iowa  Pacific  Railroad  from  Bristow  to  Belmond  now  owned  by  the  Chicago 
&  Great  Western.  Deciding  to  follow  in  the  footsteps  of  his  father  and  study 
medicine,  he  entered  Rush  Medical  College  in  Chicago,  in  the  fall  of  1871,  pass- 
ing.through  the  great  fire,  leaving  in  his  memory  many  amusing  and  sad  incidents 
which  he  often  relates  to  his  friends. 

After  the  fire  he  went  to  Ann  Arbor  for  the  balance  of  the  year,  as  the 
college  there,  together  with  all  the  medical  schools  in  the  United  States,  opened 
its  doors  to  all  matriculants  of  old  Rush.  He  returned  to  Chicago  in  the  fall 
of  1873?  graduating  with  his  class  in  the  spring  of  1874.  He  began  his  practice 
at  Shenandoah,  remaining  there  until  his  health  failed,  when  he  moved  to  Or¬ 
chard  and  from  there  to  Osage  in  the  fall  of  1882.  He  practiced  his  profession 
there  and  was  deputy  postmaster  to  his  father  in  the  Osage  postoffice  until  the 
spring  of  1891.  He  moved  to  Cedar  Falls  the  spring  of  that  year,  from  there  to 
Lincoln  and  then  on  to  Denver,  Colorado.  While  living  in  Denver  the  panic  due 
to  the  demonetizing  of  silver  struck  the  city  and  killed  business,  so  he  decided 
to  return  to  Iowa.  He  moved  his  family  to  Grinnell  to  educate  his  children 
and  came  to  Des  Moines  in  the  spring  of  1898.  He  continued  in  his  profession 
until  the  spring  of  1909  when  he  entered  the  real-estate  business. 

The  marriage  of  Dr.  Chase  took  place  in  Osage,  Iowa,  July  14,  1874,  when  he 
was  united  to  Miss  Frances  Babcock,  a  daughter  of  David  and  Maria  Babcock, 
who  were  well  known  and  highly  respected  farmers  of  Osage.  They  had  five 
children,  iour  boys  and  a  girl:  Clifford  B.  was  born  in  Shenandoah  and  now 
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lives  in  Denver,  Colorado.  He  married  Miss  Grace  Canam  and  has  one  daughter. 
Raymond  S.,  born  in  Shenandoah,  made  quite  a  success  in  the  theatrical  profes¬ 
sion.  His  strongest  part  was  Bub  Hicks  in  the  College  Widow.  He  quit  the 
stage  after  a  time  and  entered  the  automobile  business  which  he  followed  until 
he  had  a  nervous  break  down,  causing  his  death  November  3,  1909.  Charles  F., 
born  in  Orchard,  is  president  of  the  Chase  Manufacturing  company  at  Mason 
City,  Iowa.  He  married  Miss  Addie  Morrison  of  Grinnell  and  they  have  two 
boys  and  one  girl.  Verna  A.,  born  at  Osage,  lives  at  home.  After  graduat¬ 
ing  at  Grinnell  she  taught  school  at  Mt.  Ayr  and  in  this  city  for  a  time.  Leslie 
B.,  born  in  Osage,  is  living  with  his  parents  and  works  for  the  Buick  Auto 
Company  of  this  city. 

Politically  Dr.  Chase  is  in  sympathy  with  the  progressive  element  of  the 
republican  party,  while  his  religious  belief  is  in  accord  with  the  teachings  of 
the  Congregational  church.  Fraternally  Dr.  Chase  is  prominent  in  Masonic 
circles,  is  a  member  of  Osage  blue  lodge,  chapter  and  commandery,  and  also  a 
member  of  Des  Moines  Consistory.  He  is  a  permanent  member  of  the  grand 
lodge  of  Iowa,  being  a  past  grand  treasurer.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the 
Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen  and  Modern  Woodmen  of  America.  In  his 
social  life  he  is  popular  with  all  who  know  him  and  he  enjoys  thoroughly  the 
comforts  and  pleasures  of  an  ideal  domestic  life. 


r  ~  .  "  .  ?  JOHN  C.  JOHNSON. 

a 

John  C.  Johnson,  one  of  the  representative  agriculturists  and  worthy  native 
sons  of  Polk  county,  carries  on  his  farming  interests  in  Elkhart  township, 
where  his  birth  occurred  on  the  7th  of  September,  1873.  His  parents,  Charles 
and  Johanna  (Lande)  Johnson,  are  both  natives  of  Norway.  The  father  crossed 
the  Atlantic  to  the  United  States  about  1871,  locating  in  Illinois,  where  he  worked 
at  various  occupations  for  about  a  year.  Subsequently  he  came  to  Des  Moines, 
Polk  county,  Iowa,  and  was  here  employed  as  a  farm  hand  by  the  day  and  month 
for  about  eight  years.  On  the  expiration  of  that  period  he  purchased  a  farm 
of  eighty  acres  in  section  38,  Elkhart  township,  which  he  improved  and  to  which 
he  later  added  an  adjoining  tract  of  eighty  acres.  He  still  makes  his  home  on 
that  property  but  has  enjoyed  honorable  retirement  for  the  past  fifteen  years 
and  has  now  attained  the  age  of  seventy-six.  He  is  well  known  and  highly 
esteemed  throughout  the  community,  as  is  also  his  wife,  who  is  seventy-four  years 
of  age. 

John  C.  Tohnson  was  reared  in  this  county  and  in  the  acquirement  of  an 
education  attended  the  district  schools  and  also  the  public  schools  of  Primghar, 
Iowa.  After  putting  aside  his  text-books  he  worked  as  a  farm  hand  for  a  year 
and  a  half  and  then  returned  to  Elkhart  township,  renting  his  father’s  farm,  the 
operation  of  which  has  claimed  his  attention  to  the  present  time.  He  has  won 
success  in  his  undertakings  as  an  agriculturist  and  owns  a  quarter  section  of 
land  in  North  Dakota.  In  connection  with  his  farming  interests  he  raises  about 
fifty  head  of  hogs  annually  and  keeps  about  twenty  head  of  cattle  and  six  head 
of  horses.  He  is  a  stockholder  in  the  Farmers  Cooperative  Creamery  Company 
of  Huxley,  Iowa,  the  Farmers  Elevator  Company  of  Huxley,  Alleman  and  Des 
Moines  Junction,  Iowa,  the  Farmers  Telephone  Company  of  Dallas  Center  and 
the  Independent  Harvester  Company  of  Plano,  Illinois. 

On  the  30th  of  August,  1900,  Mr.  Johnson  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Lena  Seldahl,  a  daughter  of  Andrew  P!  and  Elizabeth  (Gravdahl)  Seldahl,  both 
of  whom  were  natives  of  Norway.  The  father  came  to  America  about  fifty 
years  ago  and  located* in  Wisconsin,  where  he  worked  as  a  farm  hand  for  some 
time.  Subsequently  he  removed  to  Decorah,  Iowa,  and  there  started  out  as  an 
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agriculturist  on  his  own  account.  A  short  time  afterward  he  came  to  Polk  county 
and  purchased  a  farm  of  eighty  acres  in  Lincoln  township,  in  the  operation  of 
which  he  is  still  engaged  at  the  age  of  eighty-one  years.  His  wife  was  called 
to  her  final  rest  in  1907.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Johnson  have  four  children,  namely: 
Orville,  a  lad  of  nine  years ;  Elizabeth  and  Amanda,  who  are  seven  and  four 
years  of  age  respectively ;  and  Endren,  who  is  in  his  first  year. 

Mr.  Johnson  is  a  stanch  republican  in  politics  and  has  served  as  a  school  direc¬ 
tor  for  several  years.  Fraternally  he  is  identified  with  the  Independent  Order 
of  Odd  Fellows  at  Polk  City,  while  in  religious  faith  he  and  his  family  are 
Lutherans.  He  is  always  courteous,  kindly  and  affable  and  those  who  know  him 
personally  have  for  him  warm  regard. 


HARRY  LEWIS  ROWAT,  M.  D. 

One  of  the  more  recent  additions  to  the  Des  Moines  medical  fraternity  is  Dr. 
Harry  Lewis  Rowat,  who  has  been  engaged  in  practice  here  since  1909.  He  is  the 
eldest  of  six  sons  born  unto  John  and  Mary  A,  (Thomas)  Rowat,  his  natal  day 
being  the  15th  of  February,  1879.  The  father,  who  is  a  native  of  Scotland, 
located  in  Des  Moines  in  1875  being  employed  on  the  construction  of  the  capi- 
tol.  Upon  the  completion  of  his  work  there  he  engaged  in  contracting  and 
building  on  his  own  behalf,  since  continuing  in  that  business.  Mrs.  Rowat,  who 
was  originally  from  Illinois,  came  to  Iowa  in  a  prairie  schooner  in  1856. 

Harry  Lewis  Rowat  spent  his  boyhood  and  youth  under  the  paternal  roof, 
attending  the  common  and  high  schools  until  he  had  completed  the  course,  at 
which  time  he  entered  the  Des  Moines  College,  being  graduated  in  the  class  of 
1901  with  the  degree  of  B.  S.  He  had  early  decided  upon  the  practice  of  medi¬ 
cine  for  his  life  vocation  so  in  the  autumn  of  1901  he  went  to  Iowa  City,  ma¬ 
triculating  in  the  medical  department  of  the  State  University,  where  he  pursued 
the  study  of  the  science  in  accordance  with  the  homeopathic  school.  Being 
awarded  his  degree  in  1904  he  went  to  Albia,  Iowa,  where  he  opened  an  office 
which  he  maintained  for  four  years.  At  the  expiration  of  that  period  he  ac¬ 
cepted  the  position  of  assistant  superintendent  and  physician  in  the  State  Hos¬ 
pital  for  Inebriates,  where  he  remained  for  a  year.  In  1909  he  returned  to  Des 
Moines,  where  he  has  since  been  established.  He  is  an  able  physician  whose 
thorough  preparation  and  personal  merits  are  rapidly  winning  recogniiton,  as 
is  indicated  by  his  constantly  increasing  practice. 

Fraternally  Dr.  Rowat  is  identified  with  several  of  the  local  organizations, 
and  keeps  in  touch  with  his  profession  by  means  of  his  membership  in  the  Des 
Moines  Homeopathic  Medical  Association  and  the  State  Homeopathic  Medical 
Association.  He  is  well  regarded  in  the  community  where  he  has  spent  the 
greater  part  of  his  life,  counting  among  his  friends  many  of  the  comrades  of  his 
boyhood  which  fact  is  ever  a  tribute  to  the  character  of  any  man. 


EMERY  D.  STINEMAN. 

To  be  given  responsibility  early  in  life  almost  invariably  leads  to  the  develop¬ 
ment  of  sturdy  and  upright  character.  This  has  been  demonstrated  many  times 
and  the  success  that  has  attended  the  career  of  Emery  D.  Stineman  is  one  more 
proof  of  the  truth  of  the  statement.  At  the  age  of  two  years  he  lost  his  father 
by  death  and  as  soon  as  he  was  old  enough  to  drive  horses  or  hold  the  handles 
of  the  plow  he  took  an  active  part  in  work  upon  the  home  farm.  The  lessons 
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he  learned  as  a  youth  made  an  indelible  impression  upon  his  mind  and  today 
he  is  one  of  the  successful  farmers  of  Camp  township. 

He  was  born  on  the  old  homestead  in  Camp  township,  Polk  county,  October 
8,  1871,  being  a  son  of  John  and  Ellen  (Callander)  Stineman,  both  of  whom  were 
born  in  Pennsylvania.  The  father  grew  up  in  his  native  state  and  engaged  in 
farming,  but  was  attracted  to  the  west  and  at  the  close  of  the  Civil  war  came  to 
Iowa  and  purchased  one  hundred  acres  in  Camp  township.  He  died  in  Novem¬ 
ber,  1873,  but  his  wife  is  still  living  and  has  reached  the  age  of  sixty-nine  years. 
There  were  two  children  in  their  family :  Emery  D.,  of  this  review ;  and  Anna, 
who  married  H.  C.  Libolt  and  now  lives  near  Colfax,  Iowa. 

Emery  D.  Stineman  attended  the  district  schools  of  Camp  township  and 
grew  up  under  the  kindly  influence  of  a  loving  mother.  As  soon  as  he  was  old 
enough  he  took  charge  of  the  home  farm,  which  he  has  ever  since  successfully 
cultivated.  He  has  greatly  improved  the  place,  one  of  the  improvements  being 
the  handsome  residence  in  which  he  and  his  mother  live.  The  house  the  father 
built  in  1865  is  now  used  as  a  barn  and  is  one  of  the  interesting  relics  of  the 
farm.  Mr.  Stineman  raises  forty  head  of  hogs  each  year  and  keeps  five  head 
of  horses.  He  is  a  genuine  friend  of  cooperation  among  farmers  and  is  a  stock¬ 
holder  in  the  Farmers  Cooperative  Mercantile  Company  at  Runnells. 

He  is  apparently  a  confirmed  bachelor  and  has  passed  his  entire  life  upon  the 
old  homestead  and  familiar  scenes.  His  mother  keeps  house  for  him.  They 
both  attend  the  Christian  church  and  are  liberal  supporters  of  all  worthy  ob¬ 
jects.  In  politics  he  gives  his  support  to  the  republican  party  but  he  casts  his 
ballot  intelligently,  as  he  keeps  well  informed  concerning  men  and  events.  He 
has  served  as  member  of  the  school  board  of  Camp  township  and  has  always 
shown  the  interest  of  a  wide-awake  citizen  in  the  development  of  the  township 
and  county. 


HARRY  ALEXANDER  ELLIOTT. 

Harry  Alexander  Elliott,  one  of  the  most  prominent  and  respected  residents 
of  Des  Moines,  is  the  president  of  the  State  Fire  Insurance  Company  of  this  city. 
His  birth  occurred  in  Armagh,  Pennsylvania,  on  the  3d  of  August,  1853,  his 
parents  being  John  A.  and  Martha  J.  (Henderson)  Elliott.  The  father,  who 
was  of  Irish  descent,  took  up  his  abode  in  Iowa  in  the  early  ’50s,  coming  to 
this  state  by  wagon  from  Columbus,  Wisconsin,  and  settling  in  Mitchell  county. 
He  was  the  originator  and  president  of  the  Citizens  National  Bank,  acted  as 
land  commissioner  of  the  Des  Moines  Valley  Railroad  and  was  also  the  founder 
and  a  director  o±  the  Security  Savings  Bank.  He  was  likewise  the  founder  and 
president  of  the  State  Fire  Insurance  Company  of  Des  Moines,  was  the  founder 
and  a  director  of  the  Polk  County  Savings  Bank  and  acted  as  auditor  of  the 
state  for  a  number  of  years. 

Harry  A.  Elliott  received  his  early  education  in  the  public  schools  of  Des 
Moines  and  subsequently  took  up  a  course  in  engineering  at  the  Rensselaer  Poly¬ 
technic  Institute  of  Troy,  New  York.  Later  he  was  induced  by  his  parents 
to  return  home  and  enter  the  Citizens  National  Bank,  of  which  institution  his 
father  had  been  the  founder.  He  served  first  as  a  collector  and  was  gradually 
promoted  until  he  held  the  position  of  paying  teller.  Subsequently  he  went  to 
Chicago  as  receiving  teller  for  the  National  Bank  of  Commerce,  acting  in  that 
capacity  for  two  years.  On  the  expiration  of  that  period  he  returned  to  Des 
Moines  and  entered  the  store  of  his  father,  who  was  at  that  time  engaged  in 
the  implement  business,  serving  as  bookkeeper,  collector  and  salesman.  Later 
he  became  identified  with  the  State  Fire  Insurance  Company,  of  which  he  is 
now  the  chief,  executive  officer.  He  has  thoroughly  acquainted  himself  with  the 
insurance  business  in  every  department  and  thus  by  personal  knowledge  is  com- 
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petent  to  direct  and  control  the  labors  of  others.  His  judgment  is  recognized 
by  all  as  most  sound  and  reliable  and  constitutes  a  potent  force  in  the  continued 
growth  and  success  of  the  company.  He  is  likewise  a  stockholder  and  director  of 
the  Iowa  National  Bank  and  the  Central  State  Bank. 

On  the  1 8th  of  July,  1878,  in  Des  Moines,  Mr.  Elliott  was  united  in  mar¬ 
riage  to  Miss  Minnie  Mills,  a  daughter  of  Colonel  and  Mrs.  N.  W.  Mills.  Col¬ 
onel  Mills  was  wounded  at  the  battle  of  Corinth,  Mississippi,  and  died  one 
week  later,  when  twenty-eight  years  of  age.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Elliott  have  three 
children,  as  follows :  Webb  Mills,  who  wedded  Miss  Florence  White  •  John 
Alexander,  who  married  Miss  Mildred  Hager;  and  Ralph  Adams,  who  made 
Miss  Jessie  Roberts  his  wife. 

Since  age  confeired  upon  him  the  right  of  franchise  Mr.  Elliott  has  been 
a  stanch  supporter  of  the  republican  party.  He  is  a  valued  member  of  the 
Commercial  and  Des  Moines  Clubs,  the  Golf  and  Country  Club  and  the  West 
End  Club.  Those  whom  he  meets  socially  find  him  cordial  and  kindly  in  spirit 
and  at  all  times  he  is  a  courteous,  genial  gentleman — worthy  of  success  and  the 
high  regard  in  which  he  is  uniformly  held. 


ISAAC  GUTMANN. 

Des  Moines  is  probably  more  largely  indebted  to  Germany  than  any  other 
country  in  Europe  for  those  business  men  of  foreign  birth  who  have  been  suc¬ 
cessfully  and  prominently  identified  with  the  city’s  commercial  development 
One  of  the  best  known  of  these  is  Isaac  Gutmann,  the  vice  president  and  treasurer 
of  the  N.  L.  Goldstone  Company,  which  is  the  largest  and  oldest  wholesale  dry- 
goods  house  in  the  city.  His  birth  occurred  in  the  Fatherland  on  the  24th  of 
May,  1858,  his  parents  being  Islein  and  Mary  (Goldstone)  Gutmann.  He  can 
scarcely  remember  his  mother  as  she  passed  away  in  i860  but  the  father  who 
was  a  dealer  in  live  stock,  survived  until  December,  1875.  Neither  of  them  ever 
came  to  America. 

.  T.he  first  twenty-seven  years  of  his  life  Isaac  Gutmann  spent  in  the  land  of 
his  birth,  in  the  common  schools  of  which  he  acquired  his  education.  He  laid 
aside  his  text-books  at  the  age  of  fifteen  years  and  began  working  for  himself, 
but  in  1885,  feeling  convinced  that  he  could  never  realize  his  aspirations  in  the 
old  country,  he  determined  to  become  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  so  took  pas¬ 
sage  for  America.  He  immediately  made  his  way  westward  to  Des  Moines 
and  entered  the  employ  of  the  N.  L.  Goldstone  Company  as  general  utility  man. 
Being  unfamiliar  with  the  language  and  customs  of  the  country  he  had  to  begin 
at  a  very  small  salary, _  but  energy  and  thrift,  the  salient  characteristics  of  the 
Teuton,  soon  enabled  him  to  acquire  a  knowledge  of  both.  Concentration,  strong 
commercial  proclivities  and  good  business  acumen  enabled  him  during  the  course 
of  four  years  to  become  general  sales  manager  of  the  company,  following  which 
he  went  upon  the  road  as  a  traveling  salesman.  He  continued  in  this  capacity 
for  twelve  years.  Returning  to  the  house  in  1900  he  filled  the  position  of  buyer 
and  general  salesman  until  December,  1902.  The  thrift  and  ambition  which 
characterizes  his  race  is  particularly  noticeable  in  Mr.  Gutmann,  who  has  always 
carefully  saved  the  greater  portion  of  his  salary  in  order  that  he  might  some  day 
acquire  a  business  of  his  own.  His  aspiration  was  largely  realized  in  March, 

1 903,  when  he  bought  an  interest  in  the  company  with  which  he  had  so  long 
been  identified.  He  was  made  vice  president  and  treasurer  of  the  firm  at  that 
time  and  has  ever  since  most  efficiently  discharged  the  responsibilities  of  these 
offices.  There  is  much  to  admire  as  well  as  emulate  in  the  career  of  Isaac  Gut¬ 
mann.  He  arrived  in  this  country  with  most  limited  means  but  possessing  a 
wealth  of  energy,  perseverance  and  determination  he  has  through  his  own  un-  > 
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aided  efforts  attained  the  position  he  holds  today.  His  has  not  been  a  selfish 
life,  as  he  has  done  much  for  charity  ever  having  been  a  generous  contributor 
toward  those  societies  organized  to  alleviate  suffering  among  his  people.  No 
worthy  or  deserving  Hebrew  or  Gentile  ever  came  to  Mr.  Gutmann  for  aid  which 
they  did  not  receive,  while  he  has  always  befriended  and  assisted  in  every  way 
possible  all  ambitious  young  men  who  have  been  associated  with  him  in  business. 

He  is  a  member  of  the  Benai  Yeshurum  congregation  and  is  unmarried.  His 
political  support  is  always  accorded  the  candidate  he  considers  best  adapted  for 
the  office.  He  takes  an  interest  in  the  civic  affairs  but  his  participation  in  gov¬ 
ernmental  matters  is  practically  limited  to  the  casting  of  a  ballot  on  election 
day.  During  the  twenty-five  years  of  his  residence  in  the  capital  city  Mr.  Gut¬ 
mann  has  made  and  retained  the  friendship  of  many  with  whom  he  has  come 
in  contact,  and  who  apprecite  the  sterling  qualities  and  business  ability  he  has 
ever  manifested  in  all  of  his  transactions. 


C.  A.  WEBB,  D.D.S. 

A  large  and  constantly  growing  practice  pays  tribute  to  Dr.  C.  A.  Webb,  who 
has  been  identified  with  the  profession  of  dentistry  in  Des  Moines  for  more  than 
a  decade.  A  native  of  the  capital  city  his  birth  occurred  on  the  17th  of  July, 
1874,  his  parents  being  Samuel  and  Belle  (Huntington)  Webb,  the  father  a  na¬ 
tive  of  Beardstown,  Illinois,  and  the  mother  of  Massachusetts.  Mr.  Webb  came 
to  Iowa  early  in  the  ’60s  and  for  many  years  was  in  the  employ  of  the  Warfield, 
Pratt  &  Howell  Company.  As  he  and  Mrs.  Webb  grew  older  they  felt  they 
preferred  to  reside  in  a  milder  climate  so  removed  to  California,  where  Mr. 
Webb  is  still  actively  engaged  in  business,  although  he  has  passed  his  seventieth 
anniversary.  Six  children  were  born  of  this  union,  three  of  whom  are  living. 

The  early  years  of  Dr.  Webb  were  spent  amid  the  environments  of  a  good 
home,  his  education  being  acquired  in  the  common  schools  of  his  native  city. 
Having  elected  to  make  dentistry  his  life  work,  following  his  graduation  from 
the  high  school  he  entered  the  dental  college  of  the  Northwestern  University,  at 
Chicago.  He  was  awarded  his  degree  with  the  class  of  1908,  whereupon  he  re¬ 
turned  to  Des  Moines  and  opened  an  office.  He  possesses  the  mechanical  skill, 
deft  hand  and  gracious  manner  so  essential  in  his  profession,  and  these  qualities, 
together  with  his  thorough  understanding  of  the  science  he  represents,  has  enabled 
him  to  build  up  an  excellent  practice. 

In  1901  Dr.  Webb  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Vivian  Robinson,  a  native 
of  South  Dakota,  and  unto  them  have  been  born  two  daughters :  Rachel  and 
Marcela.  The  family  affiliate  with  the  Unitarian  church,  and  Dr.  Webb  main¬ 
tains  relations  with  the  fellow  members  of  his  profession  by  means  of  his 
membership  in  the  District  and  State  Dental  Associations.  His  ability  as  a  den¬ 
tist  and  worth  as  a  man  are  recognized  by  all  who  come  in  contact  with  him, 
and  he  has  an  extensive  circle  of  friends  who  accord  him  the  highest  regard. 


FRANKLIN  RUNNELS. 

Although  Franklin  Runnels  spent  a  large  part  of  his  life  in  the  east,  he 
caught  the  active  and  progressive  spirit  of  the  west  and  has  for  more  than  a 
third  of  a  century  been  identified  with  the  development  of  Polk  county.  .  He  is 
a  native  of  New  York,  born  December  25,  1830,  and  has,  therefore,  arrived  at 
the  advanced  age  of  eighty  years.  His  parents  were  Sewall  and  Melinda  (Wil¬ 
ley)  Runnels,  the  former  of  whom  was  born  in  New  Hampshire  and  the  latter 
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in  Vermont.  The  father  engaged  in  farming  in  New  York,  Ohio,  Pennsylvania 
and  Wisconsin  and  died  in  Calumet  county,  Wisconsin,  in  1877.  The  mother 
passed  away  in  1856. 

Franklin  Runnels  received  his  early  education  in  the  district  schools  of 
Ohio  and  as  he  grew  up  assisted  his  father  in  farm  work.  He  purchased  land  in 
Wisconsin  and  made  his  home  there  for  twenty-seven  years,  all  of  which  time 
he  devoted  to  agriculture  and  stock-raising.  In  1878,  yielding  to  the  lure  of  the 
west,  he  came  to  Polk  county,  Iowa,  and  bought  two  hundred  acres  in  Camp 
township,  which  he  developed  into-  a  thoroughly  modern  and  highly  productive 
property.  His  business  has  been  wisely  managed  and  sales  from  the  farm  have 
yielded  substantial  returns.  The  home  is  a  model  of  comfort  and  convenience 
and  the  barns  and  outbuildings  are  substantial,  giving  ample  shelter-  for  grain 
and  stock.  In  addition  to  his  farm  he  owns  a  valuable  residence  in  Des  Moines. 

In  November,  1861,  Mr.  Runnels  was  married  to  Miss  Lenora  Blood,  a 
daughter  of  Nathan  and  Harriet  (Lesan)  Blood,  a  record  of  whom  appears  else¬ 
where  in  this  work.  Six  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Runnels :  William, 
a  farmer  now  living  in  Missouri,  who  is  married  and  has  three  children;  Mary 
L.,  who  married  Jerry  Burnett  and  lives  in  Alabama;  and  Herbert  S.,  Seth 
Albert,  Caddie  E.  and  Maude  ].,  all  of  whom  are  living  at  home. 

The  life  record  of  Mr.  Runnels  demonstrates  that  success  does  not  depend 
upon  genius,  but  is  generally  the  result  of  indefatigable  application  and  good 
judgment.  In  the  course  of  many  years  he  has  not  only  promoted  his  own  wel¬ 
fare  but  has  contributed  to  the  progress  of  the  community.  He  has  served  as 
township  trustee,  road  supervisor  and  member  of  the  school  board,  in  all  of 
these  positions  showing  an  interest  and  zeal  which  resulted  in  benefit  to  the 
public.  In  religious  faith  he  is  broad  and  tolerant,  granting  to  others  the  same 
freedom  of  conscience  he  asks  for  himself.  Politically  he  adheres  to  the  re¬ 
publican  party  whose  principles  he  has  supported  ever  since  the  party  was  organ¬ 
ized.  By  a  life  characterized  by  honor  and  integrity  he  has  acquired  a  reputation 
of  which  his  children  may  truly  be  proud,  and  he  ranks  as  one  of  the  highly  re¬ 
spected  citizens  of  Polk  county. 


HOMER  A.  MILLER. 

The  history  of  Homer  A.  Miller’s  upward  career  is  the  story  of  a  life  char¬ 
acterized  by  an  orderly  progression,  under  the  steady  hand  of  one  who  is  a  con¬ 
sistent  master  of  himself  and  whose  'organism  is  harmonious  and  well  balanced. 
He  is  widely  known  as  the  president  of  the  Iowa  National  Bank  and  also  has 
many  and  various  other  important  business  connections.  He  was  born  in  La- 
porte,  Indiana,  November  13,  i860,  a  son  of  Benjamin  F.  and  Rebecca  (Whit¬ 
lock)  Miller.  On  the  paternal  side  he  comes  of  German  ancestry.  The  Miller 
family  were  early  settlers  in  the  Shenandoah  valley  of  Virginia,  where  the  birth 
of  Benjamin  F.  Miller  occurred.  The  maternal  ancestors  settled  in  Indiana  at 
an  early  day  and  are  supposed  to  have  been  of  English  lineage.  Rebecca  (Whit¬ 
lock)  Miller  was  born  in  Laporte  county,  near  South  Bend.  On  leaving  La- 
porte  Benjamin  F.  Miller  removed  with  his  family  to  Hamilton  county,  Iowa, 
and  in  1867  organized  the  first  bank  in  the  county,  at  Webster  City,  the  county 
seat.  He  continued  in  business  successfully  until  his  death,  which  occurred 
May  30,  1896,  and  was  one  of  the  prominent  and  influential  business  men  and 
financiers  of  that  locality.  He  is  still  survived  by  his  widow  and  their  two 
children,  the  son,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  and  Grace,  the  wife  of  Walter  S. 
Brown,  of  the  Brown-Camp  Hardware  Company,  of  Des  Moines. 

Homer  A.  Miller  was  a  lad  of  six  years  at  the  time  of  the  removal  to  Webster 
City  and  in  the  graded  schools  and  high  school  of  that  place  he  acquired  his 
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education.-  Later  he  took  up  the  study  of  law,  spending  two  years  in  the  office 
of  Wesley  Martin,  an  attorney  of  Webster  City.  He  planned  also  to  devote  two 
years  to  the  study  of  law  in  the  State  University  of  Michigan  but,  changing 
his  plans,  entered  his  father’s  bank.  He  familiarized  himself  with  every  de¬ 
partment  of  the  banking  business,  serving  in  every  position  from  porter  up  to 
cashier.  He  was  actively  connected  with  the  bank  until  1882,  when  he  removed 
to  Eagle  Grove,  Iowa,  where  he  opened  a  private  bank  under  the  firm  style  of  B. 
F.  Miller  &  Son.  In  1886  the  institution  was  reorganized  under  the  name  of  the 
First  National  Bank,  with  Homer  A.  Miller  as  president.  At  that  time  he  was 
the  youngest  national  bank  president  in  the  United  States.  He  continued  as  the 
head  of  that  institution  until  January,  1899,  when  he  resigned  the  presidency, 
though  still  retaining  his  financial  interest  in  the  bank. 

Removing  to  the  state  capital  in  1899,  he  accepted  the  position  of  cashier 
in  the  Des  Moines  Savings  Bank.  He  was  soon  recognized  as  one  of  the  leading 
bankers  in  the  city  and  state.  In  1907  the  Des  Moines  Savings  Bank  was  con¬ 
solidated  with  the  Iowa  National  Bank,  retaining  the  name  Iowa  National,  at 
which  time  he  was  chosen  to  the  presidency  of  the  consolidated  bank  and  made 
its  chief  executive  officer. 

Mr.  Miller’s  natural  aptitude  and  long  experience  in  banking  thoroughly 
qualify  him  for  the  capable  conduct  of  the  important  and  growing  interests 
entrusted  to  him.  He  forms  his  plans  readily,  is  prompt  and  determined  in  their 
execution  and  his  sound  judgment  and  the  wisdom  of  his  course  are  manifest  in 
the  excellent  success  which  has  attended  the  institutions  over  which  he  has 
presided. 

From  January,  1893,  until  1899  Mr.  Miller  was  bank  examiner  of  the  state 
of  Iowa  and  it  would  be  difficult  to  find  one  who  has  a  more  intimate  knowledge 
of  the  banking  business  in  every  detail.  In  1898  he  was  named  by  many  of 
the  leading  journals  of  Iowa  for  the  office  of  auditor  of  state  and  many  of  his 
friends  urged  him  to  “make  the  race,”  but,  having  little  taste  for  practical 
politics  and  unusual  aptitude  for  business,  he  disappointed  his  friends  by  firmly 
but  kindly  refusing  their  proffered  support. 

Banking  does  not  cover  the  scope  of  Mr.  Miller’s  activities,  however,  for 
he  is  also  a  director  of  the  Brown-Camp  Hardware  Company,  a  director  of  the 
Northwest  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Company,  of  Milwaukee,  Wisconsin,  and  a 
director  of  the  Chicago  &  Northwestern  Railway  Company. 

In  May,  1884,  in  Humboldt,  Iowa,  Mr.  Miller  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Lola  Brown,  a  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  C.  H.  Brown,  of  that  place.  They 
have  three  children:  Lucelia,  born  January  6,  1892,  at  Eagle  Grove;  Walter 
Homer,  born  at  Eagle  Grove,  October  21,  1897;  and  Evelyn,  born  in  Des  Moines, 
June  9,  1899. 

Mr.  Miller  gives  his  political  allegiance  to  the  republican  party,  but,  while 
keeping  well  informed  on  the  issues  of  the  day,  has  never  sought  nor  desired  office, 
preferring  to  concentrate  his  energies  upon  business  affairs  of  growing  impor¬ 
tance,  which  have  won  him  classification  with  the  representative  and  leading 
financiers  and  business  men  of  the  state  and  country.  He  has  been  a  member 
of  the  Masonic  fraternity  since  attaining  his  majority,  holding  membership 
with  the  blue  lodge,  chapter  and  commandery.  His  church  association  is  with 
the  Unitarians  and  in  more  specifically  social  lines  he  is  connected  with  the 
Grant  Club  and  the  Golf  and  Country  Club.  He  is  a  man  of  powerful  build 
and  greatly  enjoys  a  game  of  golf  and  all  athletic  and  outdoor  sports.  He  realizes 
the  fact  that  recreation  is  a  necessity  in  every  life,  proving  a  needed  balance  to 
intensive  business  activity.  Starting  out  in  life  without  any  vaulting  ambition 
to  attain  something  especially  great  or  famous,  he  has  followed  the  lead  of  his 
opportunities,  doing  as  best  he  could  what  came  to  hand  and  seizing  legitimate 
advantages  as  they  arose.  He  has  never  hesitated  to  take  a  forward  step  when 
the  way  has  opened.  Tb  nigh  content  with  what  he  attained  as  he  went  along 
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he  was  always  ready  to  make  an  advance.  Fortunate  in  possessing  ability  and 
character  that  inspire  confidence  in  others,  the  simple  weight  of  his  character 
and  ability  has  carried  him  into  important  relations  with  large  interests.  Sev¬ 
eral  tempting  offers  have  come  to  him  from  banking  institutions  in  the  large 
cities  but  his  love  for  his  adopted  state  and  his  many  pleasant  relations  with  the 
people  of  the  capital  city,  coupled  with  his  belief  in  the  splendid  future  of  Des 
Moines  and  Iowa,  and  desire  to  participate  in  that  future,  have  made  it  com¬ 
paratively  easy  for  him  to  decline  every  such  offer. 


GEORGE  W.  FOWLER. 

One  of  the  promising  members  of  the  Des  Moines’  younger  business  circles 
is  George  W.  Fowler,  who  ever  since  the  beginning  of  his  career  has  been 
identified  with  a  position  of  trust  and  responsibility.  He  is  a  son  of  Charles  W. 
and  Sarah  M.  (Simmons)  Fowler,  natives  of  Illinois,  his  birth  occurring  in 
Rock  Island,  Illinois,  on  the  third  of  August,  1878.  The  parents  removed  to 
Des  Moines  in  the  early  ’80s  where  the  father  engaged  in  business  until  1900, 
at  which  time  he  disposed  of  his  interests,  migrating  to  Colorado  four  years 
later.  They  have  more  recently  located  in  Oklahoma  City,  where  they  continue 
1o  reside. 

The  early  years  of  George  W.  Fowler  were  very  similar  to  those  of  the  average 
American  youth  who  is  reared  at  home.  Being  but  a  child  when  his  parents  lo¬ 
cated  in  Des  Moines,  practically  his  entire  life  has  been  spent  in  this  city,  in  the 
public  schools  of  which  he  acquired  his  education.  Being  ambitious  and  ener¬ 
getic  he  was  most  anxious  to  assume  the  heavier  responsibilities  of  life  so  laid 
aside  his  text-books  when  he  had  finished  high  school  in  order  to  begin  his 
career.  In  November,  1897,  being  at  the  time  but  nineteen  years  of  age,  he 
accepted  a  position  as  assistant  treasurer  with  the  Security  Loan  &  Trust  Com¬ 
pany.  Being  alert,  trustworthy  and  thoroughly  competent  he  was  later  pro¬ 
moted  to  the  position  of  treasurer,  his  identification  with  that  company  con¬ 
tinuing  for  ten  years.  At  the  expiration  of  that  period  he  severed  his 
connection  with  that  firm  in  order  to  enter  the  service  of  the  Bankers  Life 
Association.  Recognition  of  his  ability  and  merits  here  were  the  means  of  his 
promotion  to  the  position  of  assistant  secretary  of  this  company  in  July,  1909, 
in  which  capacity  he  continues  to  be  retained. 

It  was  on  the  31st  of  July,  1905,  that  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Fowler  and  Miss 
Adeline  L.  Brecht,  a  native  of  Des  Moines,  occurred.  Mrs.  Fowler  is  a  daugh¬ 
ter  of  the  late  William  L.  and  Johanna  (Armburst)  Brecht,  who  came  to  this 
city  from  the  state  of  New  York  in  the  early  ’80s.  Mr.  Brecht  was  for  many 
years  engaged  in  the  brick  industry  here,  having  been  during  his  latter  days  the 
president  of  the  Flint  Brick  Company.  One  child  has  been  born  unto  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Fowler,  a  daughter,  Evelyn,  who  has  now  reached  the  interesting  age  of 
two  and  a  half  years.  Mr.  Fowler  affiliates  with  both  the  Grant  and  Country 
Clubs.  Fie  is  recognized  as  a  capable  young  man  whose  future,  as  gauged  by 
his  past,  has  every  assurance  of  being  a  successful  one. 


FRANCIS  PIKE. 

Francis  Pike,  one  of  the  representative  agriculturists  and  respected  citizens 
of  Washington  township,  has  here  made  his  home  for  more  than  four  decades. 
His  birth  occurred  in  Pennsylvania  in  March,  1833,  his  parents  being  David  and 
Eliza  (Ives)  Pike,  who  spent  their  entire  lives  in  the  Keystone  state.  The 
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father,  an  agriculturist  by  occupation,  worked  as  a  farm  hand  throughout  prac¬ 
tically  his  entire  business  career,  though  he  had  a  small  tract  of  land  of  his 
own.  His  demise  occurred  in  1896,  while  his  wife  was  called  to  her  final  rest  in 
1891. 

Francis  Pike  was  reared  and  educated  in  the  state  of  his  nativity  and  re¬ 
mained  under  the  parental  roof  until  he  had  attained  his  majority.  In  1854  he 
removed  to  Illinois,  where  for  three  years  he  was  employed  as  a  farm  hand. 
On  the  expiration  of  that  period  he  rented  a  tract  of  land,  devoting  his  attention 
to  its  operation  until  1870,  which  year  witnessed  his  arrival  in  Iowa.  Purchasing 
eighty  acres  of  land  in  Washington  township,  Polk  county,  he  began  the  im¬ 
provement  of  the  property  and  has  remained  thereon  continuously  since,  the  well 
tilled  fields  annually  yielding  rich  crops  as  a  reward  for  the  care  and  labor  which 
be  bestows  upon  them.  He  also  bought  an  additional  tract  of  eighty  acres  but 
disposed  of  the  place  about  five  years  later. 

In  September,  1857,  Mr.  Pike  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Sarah  Nally, 
a  daughter  of  Solomon  and  Mary  (Mosburg)  Nally,  both  of  whom  were  natives 
of  Maryland.  The  father  removed  to  Illinois  at  an  early  day  and  purchased  a 
farm  of  eighty  acres,  the  further  cultivation  and  improvement  of  which  claimed 
his  time  and  energies  throughout  the  remainder  of  his  life.  He  passed  away  in 
1896,  while  the  demise  of  his  wife  occurred  on  the  4th  of  January,  1870.  Unto 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pike  were  born  five  children,  as  follows :  Mary  C.,  living  in  Wash¬ 
ington  township,  the  widow  of  Lyman  Turner,  who  died  in  1907;  Louise  I.,  liv¬ 
ing  in  Jackson  county,  Oregon,  the  widow  of  Lorenzo  Minear,  who  passed  away 
in  1908;  Emma  M.,  who  is  the  wife  of  William  Funk  and  resides  near  Mitchell- 
ville ;  Albertus,  a  resident  of  Rhodes,  Iowa ;  and  Susan  E.,  whose  demise  occurred 
in  1863. 

Mr.  Pike  gives  his  political  allegiance  to  the  democracy  and  has  served  as 
school  director  of  Washington  township  for  a  number  of  years.  His  religious 
faith  is  indicated  by  his  membership  in  the  Church  of  the  Brethren,  to  which 
his  wife  also  belongs.  He  has  now  passed  the  seventy-eighth  milestone  on  this  i 
earthly  pilgrimage  and  has  so  lived  that  he  can  look  back  upon  the  past  without 
regret  and  forward  to  the  future  without  fear. 


FRANK  JACOB  KOCH. 

Frank  Jacob  Koch,  secretary-treasurer  of  Koch  Brothers  Printing  Company 
of  Des  Moines,  has  been  prominently  connected  with  the  business  interests  of  the 
city  since  1900  and  is  recognized  as  one  of  its  enterprising  and  progressive  men. 
The  name  of  the  family  is  well  known  in  Iowa  on  account  of  the  energy  and  abil¬ 
ity  of  its  members  and  their  high  standing  in  business  and  fraternal  affairs. 
Mr.  Koch,  of  this  review,  comes  of  German  ancestry  on  both  branches  of  the 
house  and  was  born  at  Sebringville,  Ontario,  Canada,  in  September,  1870,  a  son  of 
Christian  Gottlieb  and  Louisa  (Gerling)  Koch.  The  father  was  born  at  Engel- 
thal,  Hesse,  Germany,  July  13,  1841,  a  son  of  Frank  Jacob  and  Caroline  (Men- 
ning)  Koch,  the  former  being  one  of  the  leaders  and  organizers  of  the  Amana 
Society,  formerly  located  at  Buffalo,  New  York,  but  now  in  Iowa  county,  Iowa. 

Mr.  Koch,  the  father  of  our  subject,  received  his  early  education  in  a  school 
conducted  by  the  Amana  Society  at  Buffalo  and  learned  the  trade  of  harness¬ 
making  under  the  same  auspices.  He  left  the  society  in  1865  to  marry  Miss  Lou¬ 
isa  Gerling,  a  daughter  of  George  Gerling,  of  Sebringville,  Ontario,  and  con¬ 
ducted  harness  stores  at  Sebringville,  London  and  Elmira,  Ontario.  In  1880 
he  came  west  to  Des  Moines  and  during  his  residence  in  this  city  acted  as  travel¬ 
ing  salesman  or  auditor  for  the  Des  Moines  Glucose  Company,  the  Ellsworth 
Packing  Company  and  the  Liverpool  &  Des  Moines  Packing  Company.  He 


CITY  OF  DES  MOINES  AND  POLK  COUNTY 


831 


was  also  engaged  for  several  years  with  A.  L.  Goodrich  in  the  manufacture  and 
sale  of  stock  foods.  He  died  in  1895,  after  spending  five  years  in  retirement  from 
active  labor.  He  was  a  prominent  member  of  the  Ancient  Order  of  United 
Workmen  and  was  also  a  consistent  adherent  of  the  Congregational  church. 
There  were  five  children  in  the  family,  namely :  George,  who  married  Louisa 
Machetanz  and  is  now  deceased ;  Louisa,  also  deceased ;  Ella ;  William,  who  be¬ 
came  prominent  in  the  printing  business  and  is  now  president  of  the  Brotherhood 
of  American  Yeomen  with  headquarters  in  Des  Moines;  and  Frank  J.,  of  this 
review. 

After  receiving  his  preliminary  education  in  the  public  schools  of  Sebring- 
ville  Frank  J.  Koch  entered  the  Collegiate  Institute  at  Stratford,  Ontario,  of 
which  he  was  a  student  for  two  years.  He  became  a  lithographic,  artist  and 
studied  at  Kansas  City,  Buffalo  and  St.  Louis,  acquiring  excellent  proficiency  in 
this  line.  In  1900,  after  the  death  of  his  brother  George,  he  became  actively  con¬ 
nected  with  Koch  Brothers  Printing  Company  Company  of  this  city,  in  which  he 
was  previously  interested  as  a  stockholder,  and  has  since  served  as  secretary- 
treasurer  of  the  company,  which  is  one  of  the  important  printing  establishments 
of  the  west.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  Altoona  Sav¬ 
ings  Bank  of  Altoona,  Iowa,  and  secretary  and  treasurer  of  Des  Moines  Type¬ 
setting  Company. 

On  the.  8th  of  February,  1911,  at  Des  Moines,  Mr.  Koch  was  united  in  mar¬ 
riage  to  Miss  Ella  Burt.  He  takes  a  great  interest  in  the'  Masonic  order  and 
is  a  member  of  the  blue  lodge,  chapter,  commandery  and  shrine.  Socially  he  is 
identified  with  the  Grant  and  the  Hyperion  Field  and  Motor  Clubs,  being  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  latter  organization.  A  man  of  superior 
business  ability,  quick  to  perceive  opportunities  as  they  arise  and  prompt  in  the 
execution  of  anything  he  undertakes,  he  has  been  highly  successful,  and  wher¬ 
ever  he  is  known  commands  the  confidence  and  esteem  accorded  only  the 
possessor  of  unquestioned  integrity. 


JOHN  WESLEY  ASH. 

The  opportunities  presented  by  public  office  in  America  attract  many  ambitious 
and  capable  men,  who,  having  served  apprenticeships  in  business  affairs,  prove 
well  adapted  to  manage  larger  responsibilities.  John  Wesley  Ash,  who  for 
several  years  very  acceptably  filled  the  office  of  commissioner  under  the  first 
commission  plan  and  is  now  a  member  of  the  city  council  of  Des  Moines,  demon¬ 
strated  an  ability  highly  gratifying  to  his  constituents  and  productive  of  many 
benefits  to  the  community.  He  is  a  native  of  Camp  township,  Polk  county,  Iowa, 
born  December  11,  1870,  and  is  a  son  of  John  William  and  Susanna  Margret 
(Dollar)  Ash.  The  father  was  born  in  Virginia,  April  6,  1831,  and  the  mother 
at  Shelbyville,  Tennessee,  November  25,  1829.  Mr.  Ash,  Sr.,  came  to  Iowa  in 
1852,  driving  an  ox  team,  and  settled  in  Camp  township,  with  which  he  was 
identified  until  his  death,  at  the  age  of  sixty  years,  on  April  5,  1891. 

Mr.  Ash,  of  this  review,  possessed  advantages  of  education  in  the  common 
schools.  After  laying  his  books  aside  he  engaged  in  farming  for  three  years, 
or  from  1887  until  1890.  He  worked  as  a  section  hand  on  a  railroad  in  1891  and 
1892,  thus  showing  his  ability  to  take  hold  of  any  honorable  occupation  however 
hard  the  work  until  a  more  favorable  opening  was  presented.  In  1893  he  be¬ 
came  a  coal  miner  and  for  ten  years  was  actively  connected  with  that  industry. 
He  became  prominent  in  the  miners’  organization  and  served  on  the  pit  com¬ 
mittee,  the  executive  committee,  also  as  president  of  the  local  organization  and 
as  delegate  to  the  district,  state  and  national  conventions.  He  is  a  good  organizer, 
a  clear  and  forcible  speaker  and  has  a  genial  address  which  attracts  friends, 


832 


CITY  OF  DES  MOINES  AND  POLK  COUNTY 


whom  he  never  abandons.  He  served  four  and  one-half  years  as  deputy  sheriff 
of  the  county  and  then  resigned,  having  been  elected  a  member  of  the  Des 
Moines  commission. 

On  the  1 6th  of  September,  1903,  Mr.  Ash,  at  Youngstown,  Iowa,  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Miss  Isabelle  Moses,  a  daughter  of  John  Moses,  who  served  in 
the  Union  army  at  the  time  of  the  Civil  war.  Two  children  have  come  to  bless 
this  union:  Myrtle,  who  was  born  February  17,  1905;  and  Marguerite,  born 
January  28,  1907. 

Politically  Mr.  Ash  is  in  sympathy  with  the  principles  of  the  republican  party, 
although  in  local  affairs  he  is  a  stanch  advocate  of  strictly  business  govern¬ 
ment.  He  is  prominent  in  fraternal  orders,  holding  membership  in  seven  organ¬ 
izations,  namely,  the  Masons,  Odd  Fellows,  Elks,  Owls,  Eagles,  Red  Men  and 
Yeomen  of  America.  In  religious  belief  he  gives  his  adherence  to  the  Christian 
church.  Beginning  as  a  poor  country  boy,  with  innate  courage,  self-reliance  and 
a  strong  constitution  to  depend  upon,  he  steadily  won  his  way  against  many 
difficulties  to  places  of  prominence  and  responsibility.  His  success  in  the  manage¬ 
ment  of  important  affairs  and  in  securing  the  confidence  and  respect  *of  his 
fellow  citizens,  regardless  of  creed  or  political  affiliation,  is  evidence  of  genuine 
merit.  He  is  now  well  established  as  a  factor  in  the  public  life  of  Des  Moines 
and.  being  comparatively  a  young  man,  the  future  holds  forth  many  promises 
of  continued  advancement. 


FRANK  LEDYARD  MINER. 

Frank  Ledyard  Miner,  the  president  of  the  Bankers  Accident  Insurance 
Company  of  Des  Moines,  has  ably  served  in  that  capacity  since  1908.  His  birth 
occurred  in  Groton,  Connecticut,  on  the  23d  of  February,  i860,  his  parents  be¬ 
ing  John  B.  and  Happy  R.  (Farnham)  Miner,  who  were  likewise  natives  of 
that  state.  Thomas  Miner,  who  came  to  America  from  England  sometime  in 
the  seventeenth  century,  was  the  founder  of  Stonington,  Connecticut.  Our 
subject  was  one  of  a  family  of  four  children,  the  others  being  as  follows^:  Grace 
D.,  the  wife  of  L.  D.  Whipple,  of  Groton,  Connecticut;  Mrs.  Rose  Standish 
Reese,  who  makes  her  home  with  her  brother  Frank;  and  Sanford  H.,  who  was 
first  mate  on  a  whaling  vessel  that  was  lost  at  sea. 

Frank  L.  Miner  acquired  his  education  in  the  common  schools  of  his  native 
town,  where  he  spent  the  first  fifteen  years  of  his  life,  while  subsequently  he 
was  employed  for  two  years  as  a  clerk  in  the  Washington  Market  of  New  York 
city  When  a  youth  of  seventeen  he  went  to  Fort  Fetterman,  Wyoming,  and 
began  working  on  a  cattle  ranch,  being  steadily  promoted  until  he  held  the 
position  of  foreman  of  the  ranch.  He  had  thirty  thousand  head  of  cattle  and 
became  thoroughly  familiar  with  the  life  and  work  of  a  ranchman,  acting  as 
a  cook  and  cow  puncher  and  also  breaking  bronchos.  His  ranch  experience 
covered  a  period  of  nine  years.  In  1888  he  went  to  Chicago,  there  engaging  in 
the  grocery  business  until  1891,  when  he  sold  out.  Subsequently  he  acted  as 
special  representative  of  the  Insurance  Post  of  Chicago  for  a  period  of  seven 
years  or  until  1898.  He  next  removed  to  Philadelphia  and  purchased  a  half 
interest  in  the  Philadelphia  Intelligencer,  an  insurance  paper,  remaining  in  the 
Keystone  state  until  1903. 

In  that  year  Mr.  Miner  came  to  Des  Moines  and  purchased  the  Under¬ 
writers  Review,  of  which  publication  he  is  still  the  owner.  In  1908  he  was 
made  president  of  the  Bankers  Accident  Insurance  Company  and  under  his 
capable  direction  the  business  of  the  concern  has  steadily  grown.  He  is  watch¬ 
ful  of  the  innumerable  details  that  are  a  feature  of  the  insurance  business  and 
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has  displayed  marked  ability  in  surrounding  himself  with  a  corps  of  competent 
assistants. 

On  the  16th  of  March,  1888,  Mr.  Miner  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Bessie  L.  Hewitt,  a  daughter  of  Edgar  A.  and  Jane  L.  (Allen)  Hewitt,  of  Groton, 
Connecticut.  Mrs.  Miner  has  one  brother,  Charles  A.  Hewitt,  who  is  con¬ 
nected  with  an  insurance  journal  in  New  York  city. 

Mr.  Miner  gives  his  political  allegiance  to  the  republican  party,  believing 
that  its  principles  are  most  conducive  to  good  government.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  Grant  Club,  the  Des  Moines  Club  and  the  Golf  and  Country  Club  and  has 
attained  the  York  Rite  in  the  Masonic  fraternity,  belonging  also  to  the  Shrine. 
He  acts  as  chairman  of  the  board  of  trustees  of  the  First  Baptist  church,  of 
which  his  wife  is  likewise  a  devoted  member.  Mr.  Miner  is  on  the  finance 
committee  of  the  Iowa  State  Baptist  Association,  a  member  of  the  board  of 
directors  of  the  Young  Men’s  Christian  Association  and  a  trustee  of  Des 
Moines  College. 

Early  in  his  career  he  manifested  the  energy,  force  and  discernment  which 
constitute  the  foundation  for  advancement  in  every  individual.  He  has  in  his 
makeup  all  of  the  elements  of  what  in  this  country  we  term  a  “square”  man — 
one  in  whom  to  have  confidence,  a  dependable  man  in  any  relation  and  any 
emergency.  His  quietude  of  deportment,  his  easy  dignity,  his  frankness  and 
cordiality  of  address,  with  the  total  absence  of  anything  sinister  or  anything 
to  conceal,  foretoken  a  man  who  is  ready  to  meet  any  obligation  of  life  with 
the  confidence  and  courage  that  come  of  conscious  personal  ability,  right  con¬ 
ception  of  things  and  habitual  regard  for  what  is  best  in  the  exercise  of  human 
activities. 


SAMUEL  L.  WALL. 

Among  the  estimable  citizens  of  Grimes  who  have  been  honored  by  holding 
some  of  the  highest  offices  in  the  municipality  must  be  mentioned  Samuel  L. 
Wall,  who  was  born  in  Marion  county,  Iowa,  on  the  30th  of  April,  1855.  He 
is  a  son  of  Abraham  and  Rebecca  (Owens)  Wall,  the  father  a  native  of  England 
and  the  mother  of  Pennsylvania.  The  father,  who  was  a  hand  loom  weaver, 
came  to  the  United  States  in  1837,  locating  at  Beaver,  Pennsylvania,  where  he 
followed  his  trade  until  he  migrated  to  Iowa  in  1848.  Upon  his  arrival  in  this 
state  he  first  located  near  Burlington,  where  he  obtained  a  position  in  the  woolen 
mills,  which  he  retained  until  1854  when  he  entered  forty  acres  of  land  near 
Knoxville.  After  clearing  and  getting  his  homestead  under  cultivation  he  settled 
there,  continuing  its  operation  in  the  summer  and  following  his  trade  at  his  home 
in  the  winter,  until  1865,  at  which  time  he  removed  to  Warren  county  and  entered 
the  mills  of  Jones  &  Company,  for  whom  he  worked  until  1871,  when  he  returned 
to  Knoxville  and  entered  the  woolen  mills  which  had  recently  been  put  into 
operation  at  that  place.  He  continued  in  the  service  of  that  company  until  they 
closed  the  mills,  after  which  he  went  to  Nebraska,  where  he  resided  several 
months  and  then  returned  to  Knoxville  for  a  year,  at  the  end  of  which  time  he 
went  back  to  Nebraska.  In  1880  he  returned  to  Knoxville,  where  he  lived  until 
1885,  when  he  and  his  wife  removed  to  Mount  Ayr,  where  Mrs.  Wall  passed 
away  in  March,  1889.  His  death  took  place  in  January,  1892. 

Samuel  L.  Wall  obtained  his  education  in  the  district  schools  of  Marion 
county  and  the  public  schools  of  Palmyra,  Iowa,  remaining  a  member  of  the 
paternal  household  until  he  was  twenty-three  years  of  age,  when  he  began  work¬ 
ing  for  himself.  For  several  years  thereafter  he  worked  in  the  coal  mines  at 
Knoxville  in  the  winter,  following  various  trades  in  the  summer  months,  but  in 
1885  went  to  Dallas  county  where  he  engaged  in  farming  for  seven  years.  Com¬ 
ing  to  Grimes  in  1893  he  operated  a  threshing  machine  and  did  teaming  until 

Vol.  II— 41 


836 


CITY  OF  DES  MOINES  AND  POLK  COUNTY 


1904,  when  he  entered  the  employ  of  the  Grimes  Canning  and  Preserving  Com¬ 
pany,  having  charge  of  the  store  room  three  years,  but  at  the  end  of  that  time 
he  began  running  the  engine.  On  the  15th  of  December,  1909,  he  bought  a 
meat  market,  which  he  has  successfully  conducted  ever  since.  He  has  a  good 
patronage  and  as  he  carries  a  fine  line  of  meats  draws  his  customers  from  some 
of  the  best  homes  of  the  town. 

On  the  5th  of  December,  1878,  the  union  between  Mr.  Wall  and  Miss  Jane 
Taylor  was  solemnized.  Airs.  Wall  was  a  daughter  of  Jacob  and  Alary  Taylor, 
the  mother  a  native  of  Indiana  and  the  father  of  Ohio.  Air.  Taylor  engaged  in 
farming  until  1877  when  he  went  to  Knoxville,  Iowa,  where  he  opened  a  furni¬ 
ture  store,  which  he  conducted  for  six  years  and  then  returned  to  his  farm. 
Here  he  remained  until  his  demise  in  1895.  Airs.  Taylor  had  passed  away  in 
1886.  Six  children  have  been  born  unto  Air.  and  Airs.  Wall,  five  of  whom  are 
now  living,  Corwin  W.  having  passed  away  at  the  age  of  three  years.  The 
others  are:  Dora  Alay,  twenty-nine  years  of  age;  Bessie  I.,  who  is  twenty-three; 
Oscar  L.,  nineteen ;  Franklin,  seventeen ;  and  Lena  Belle,  who  is  fourteen.  The 
family  affiliate  with  the  Christian  church,  of  which  denomination  the  parents  are 
members. 

Ever  since  attaining  his  majority  Air.  Wall  has  taken  an  active  and  helpful 
part  in  local  political  affairs,  always  giving  his  support  to  the  republican  party. 
He  has  several  times  been  the  choice  of  his  constituency  for  the  office  of  justice 
of  the  peace  as  well  as  mayor  of  Grimes,  both  of  which  positions  he  has  creditably 
filled.  He  has  been  a  thrifty,  hard-working  man  and  has  met  with  a  fair 
degree  of  success  in  his  pursuits.  Both  he  and  his  family  are  well  regarded  in 
the  community,  in  the  social  as  well  as  the  religious  circles  of  which  they  mingle. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and  the  Alodern 
Woodmen  of  America. 


BENJAAIIN  FRANKLIN  KAUFFAIAN,  Jr. 

Benjamin  Franklin  Kauffman,  who  is  well  known  in  Iowa  as  a  successful 
insurance  and  real-estate  man,  is  a  native  of  Des  Aloines,  born  December  8, 
1874.  He  is  a  son  of  Benjamin  Franklin  and  Anna  O.  (Le  Bosquet)  Kauff¬ 
man,  a  record  of  whom  appears  elsewhere  in  this  work. 

Air.  Kauffman  of  this  review  received  his  preliminary  education  in  the 
public  and  high  schools  and  later  attended  the  Iowa  Wesleyan  University  at 
Alount  Pleasant,  Iowa,  and  Amherst  College  of  Amherst,  Alassachusetts.  *  He 
left  college  at  the  age  of  twenty  and  entered  the  employ  of  the  Des  Aloines 
Savings  Bank,  continuing  with  that  institution  for  three  years,  in  the  course 
of  which  time  he  held  various  clerical  positions.  In  1898  he  associated  with 
P.  K.  Witmer  in  the  general  insurance  business,  also  as  operators  in  realty 
individually  and  in  behalf  of  the  firm.  This  firm  is  now  one  of  the  important 
general  insurance  concerns  of  the  state  and  on  account  of  the  ability  and  pro¬ 
gressiveness  of  its  management  is  steadily  moving  forward  to  larger  activities. 
Air.  Kauffman  is  president  of  the  Insurance  Association  of  Des  Aloines  and 
vice  president  of  the  National  Insurance  Association,  being  also  a  member  of  the 
board  of  directors  of  the  Iowa  National  and  Des  AToines  Savings  Banks. 

On  the  10th  of  October,  1900,  at  Des  Aloines,  Air.  Kauffman  was  married 
to  Aliss  Alell  Howell,  a  daughter  of  J.  W.  Howell,  the  family  being  quite  promi¬ 
nent  in  this  city.  Three  children  have  come  to  bless  this  union:  John  Howell, 
who  was  born  September  17,  1901;  Ray  Franklin,  born  November  1,  1905;  and 
Anna  Alalvina,  born  Afarch  9,  1907. 

Air.  Kauffman  served  for  three  years  in  the  Iowa  National  Guard,  becoming 
first  lieutenant  of  Troop  A.  Politically  he  gives  his  allegiance  to  the  republican 
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party  and  in  religious  faith  he  is  identified  with  St.  Paul’s  Episcopal  church, 
in  which  he  serves  as  vestryman.  He  takes  a  great  interest  in  all  progressive 
public  movements  and  was  president  in  1910  oi  the  Commercial  Club  and  an 
active  member  of  the  Greater  Des  Moines  Club.  He  also  holds  membership  in 
the  Grant  Club,  the  Country  and  Golf  Club  and  the  New  Des  Moines  Club, 
being  a  member  of  the  building  committee  of  the  latter  organization. 


WARREN  M.  KIMMEY. 

lhe  commercial  interests  of  Elkhart  find  a  very  able  representative  in  Warren 
M.  Kimmey,  who  has  been  conducting  a  general  store  here  since  1906.  He  was 
born  in  Albany  county,  New  York,  on  the  28th  of  December,  1846,  being  a 
son  of  Jacob  F.  and  Catharine  (Mead)  Kimmey,  also  natives  of  Albany  county. 
The  father  was  a  farmer,  but  worked  for  ten  years  on  a  Hudson  River  boat, 
subsequently  migrating  to  Illinois.  Here  he  bought  a  farm,  which  he  cultivated 
during  the  remainder  of  his  life,  his  death  occurring  in  September,  1884,  at  the 
age  of  eighty  years.  The  mother  had  passed  awav  thirteen  years  previouslv, 
her  demise  occurring  in  September,  1871. 

Warren  M.  Kimmey  was  reared  upon  the  homestead  in  Illinois  in  whose 
district  schools  he  acquired  his  education.  After  laying  aside  his  text-books 
he  devoted  his  entire  time  and  attention  to  agricultural  pursuits,  assisting  his 
father  in  the  work  of  the  farm  until  he  was  twenty-six  years  of  age,  at  which 
time  he  was  married.  He  came  to  Iowa  in  1876,  locating  in  Greene  county, 
where  he  purchased  one  bundled  and  twenty  acres  of  land,  in  the  operation  of 
which  he  was  engaged  until  1893.  Disposing  of  his  interests  at  that  time 
he  came  to  Des  Moines,  intending  to  live  retired,  but  always  having  led  an 
energetic,  active  life,  he  found  this  to  be  impossible.  He  was  engaged  in  various 
pursuits  until  1906,  when  he  came  to  Elkhart  and  purchased  the  general  mer¬ 
chandise  business  he  has  ever  since  been  conducting.  His  stock  is  large  and 
well  selected,  he  has  a  fine  store  and  is  doing  a  very  good  business. 

On  the  1 8th  of  December,  1872,  was  celebrated  the  marriage  of  Mr  Kimmey 
and  Miss  Hattie  A.  Reed,  a  daughter  of  Charles  and  Harriet  (Beach)  Reed. 
The  parents  were  natives  of  Massachusetts,  where  the  father  engaged  in  f  arm- 
ing  until  1845*  when  they  lemoved  to  Illinois,  where  Mr.  Reed  continued  to  be 
identified  with  agricultural  interests  until  1901,  when  he  retired  to  Belvidere, 
Illinois.  There  Mrs.  Reed  passed  away  five  years  later,  but  he  survived  until 
1910  his  demise  occurring  in  November.  Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kimmey  have 
been  born  six  children:  Olin  M.,  who  died  on  the  16th  of  September  1904 
at  the  age  of  thirty  years,  death  resulting  from  an  accident  sustained  while  on 
a  pleasure  jaunt  in  Arizona ;  Earl  R.,  who  is  thirty-one  years  of  age  and  living 
m  Minneapolis;  Alma  H.,  the  wife  of  R.  W.  Jennings,  of  Van  Meter,  Iowa 
Charles  F.  who  is  twenty-four,  living  at  Poplar,  Montana;  Grace,  who  is  at¬ 
tending  Drake  University ;  and  Blanche,  now  in  the  high  school.  Although  Mr. 
Kimmey  s  business  is  in  Elkhart  the  family  live  at  1004,  Twenty-third  street 
Des  Moines,  where  they  have  a  very  pleasant  home,  in  order  that  the  two  vounger 
daughters  may  attend  school.  J  s 

~  ^eir  re%i°us  views  through  their  affiliation  with  the 

Grace  Methodist  Episcopal  church  and  Mr.  Kimmey  is  a  member  of  the  In¬ 
dependent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and  the  Brotherhood  of  American  Yeomen  of 
Des  Moines.  He  has  always  been  an  ardent  republican  but  as  he  is  not  an 
office  seeker  does  not  actively  participate  in  civic  affairs.  Mr  Kimmey  has 
met  with  very  favorable  returns  from  his  various  business  ventures  and  in 
addition  to  his  store  and  fine  residence  owns  an  apartment  building  at  604 
and  606  Second  street,  and  at  one  time  owned  eighty  acres  of  land  in  Douglas 
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township,  Polk  county,  but  disposed  of  this  when  he  engaged  in  business.  En¬ 
ergetic  and  enterprising  Mr.  Kimmey  possesses  the  qualities  which  make  for 
success  in  any  vocation,  when  directed  along  the  right  channels. 


LEOPOLD  SHEUERMAN. 

Leopold  Sheuerman,  president  of  the  Capital  City  Woolen  Mills,  and  also 
engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  ladies’  and  misses’  dress  and  walking  skirts,  has 
in  both  lines  of  business  built  up  an  enterprise  of  extensive  proportions  that 
contributes  materially  to  the  welfare  and  prosperity  of  the  city  as  well  as  to  his 
individual  success  by  furnishing  employment  to  many  workmen.  With  the 
rapid  and  marvelous  development  and  growth  of  Des  Moines  many  men  have 
come  to  the  front  because  of  their  recognition  and  utilization  of  the  opportunities 
which  have  arisen  in  connection  with  the  substantial  expansion  of  commercial 
and  manufacturing  interests  here.  The  impossibility  of  placing  fictitious  values 
upon  industry,  determination  and  perseverance  at  once  proves  the  worth  of 
the  individual  who  must  base  his  rise  upon  these  qualities.  These  elements 
have  constituted  the  salient  features  in  the  advancement  of  Leopold  Sheuerman, 
whose  experience  has  been  of  wide  range,  inasmuch  as  he  has  progressed  from 
the  position  of  a  humble  clerkship  to  the  presidency  of  the  Capital  Citv  Woolen 
Mills. 

A  native  of  Germany,  Mr.  Sheuerman  was  born  in  Neckar,  Binau,  in  the 
grand  duchy  of  Baden,  December  16,  1837,  his  parents  being  Manassa  and 
Sara  Sheuerman.  The  father  died  over  a  half  century  ago,  passing  away  in 
1856,  and  the  mother's  death  occurred  in  Vinton,  Iowa,  in  1878.  There  were 
five  children  in  their  family :  Abraham,  who  was  the  senior  partner  of  the  firm 
of  Sheuerman  Brothers,  of  Des  Moines,  died  in  September,  1904;  Mrs.  Rosa 
Adler,  of  Elgin,  Illinois,  who  also  passed  away  in  1904;  Leopold,  Mrs.  B. 
Frankel  and  Mrs.  Sophie  Stern,  all  residing  in  Des  Moines. 

After  attending  the  public  schools  of  his  native  city,  Leopold  Sheuerman 
pursued  a  two  years’  course  in  the  Teachers  Seminary,  equivalent  to  a  normal 
school,  at  Karlsruhe,  the  capital  of  the  grand  duchy  of  Baden.  He  engaged  in 
teaching  during  the  year  1857,  and  as  there  did  not  seem  to  be  a  promising 
future  before  him  in  that  profession  in  Germany,  he  sailed  for  America  in 
company  with  his  mother  and  two  sisters,  his  elder  brother  and  sister  having 
emigrated  to  the  new  world  and  settled  in  Muscatine  five  years  before.  In 
order  to  acquaint  himself  with  the  English  language,  with  which  he  was  en¬ 
tirely  unfamiliar,  Leopold  Sheuerman  engaged  in  clerking  for  a  year  in  Musca¬ 
tine  and  in  Chicago,  Illinois.  In  1859  he  removed  with  his  brother  and  the 
other  members  of  the  family  to  Marengo,  Iowa,  where  they  engagect  in  general 
merchandising,  and  after  profitably  conducting  that  enterprise  for  a  time  they 
acquired  the  Marengo  Woolen  Mills  and  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  woolen 
textiles  which  were  sold  to  the  retailers  in  Iowa  and  surrounding  states.  Both 
branches  of  the  business  were  carried  on  successfully  and  then,  his  ambition 
still  urging  him  on.  as  does  ever  that  of  the  progressive  business  man,  Mr. 
Sheuerman  longed  for  larger  fields  and  better  opportunities,  and  in  1882  he  and 
his  brother  with  their  families  removed  to  Des  Moines,  shipping  all  of  their 
machinery  and  other  supplies  to  this  place  and  commencing  operations  here  in 
that  year  under  the  name  of  the  Capital  City  Woolen  Mills.  They  doubled  the 
capacity  of  their  Marengo  plant  after  coming  to  Des  Moines  and  the  business 
was  successfully  instituted  and  conducted,  enjoying  a  constant  growth.  In 
1902  the  firm  was  incorporated,  the  four  sons  of  Leopold  Sheuerman  and  two 
other  members  of  the  family  becoming  stockholders.  Mr.  Sheuerman  was 
elected  to  the  presidency  of  the  company,  which  position  he  still  fills.  The  bus- 
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iness  was  extended  in  its  scope  about  that  time  by  the  establishment  of  a  factory 
for  the  manufacture  of  ladies’  and  misses’  dress  and  walking  skirts  for  which 
their  woolen  mills  produced  the  goods.  Branch  factories  have  been  established 
at  Marshalltown  and  Newton,  Iowa,  employing  four  hundred  people,  and  today 
Mr.  Sheuerman  is  at  the  head  of  one  of  the  most  important  productive  enter¬ 
prises  of  the  state.  While  residing  at  Marengo  he  was  elected  vice  president  of 
the  Marengo  Savings  Bank,  and  aside  from  business  took  an  active  part  in  pub¬ 
lic  affairs,  his  fellow  townsmen  electing  him  a  member  of  the  city  council  and  of 
the  school  board,  while  in  various  other  ways  he  aided  in  promoting  the  best 
interests  of  the  place.  Since  coming  to  Des  Moines  he  has  been  elected  a  di¬ 
rector  of  the  Des  Moines  National  Bank  and  of  the  Peoples  Savings  Bank,  and 
is  one  of  the  charter  members  of  the  latter. 

Mr.  Sheuerman  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Matilda  Schwartz  and  they 
have  become  parents  of  ten  children:  M.  L.,  Jettie,  Henry,  all  at  home;  and 
Abe,  Mose  and  Selma,  residents  of  Kansas  City,  Missouri,  the  last  named  being 
the  wife  of  E.  Lyon ;  Rose,  the  wife  of  C.  L.  Aarons,  residing  in  Milwaukee ; 
Bessie,  the  wife  of  M.  N.  Becker,  of  Des  Moines;  and  Jake  L.  and  Sol,  both 
of  whom  are  married  and  live  in  Des  Moines.  Mr.  Sheuerman  and  his  family 
are  members  of  the  Benai  Yeshurum  congregation.  He  also  belongs  to  Capital 
Lodge,  No.  no,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  of  Des  Moines,  and  Marengo  Chapter,  R.  A.  M., 
of  Marengo.  In  politics  he  is  a  progressive  republican,  and  since  removing  to 
this  city  has  neither  sought  nor  held  office,  preferring  to  concentrate  his  time 
and  energies  upon  his  business  affairs,  which,  constantly  growing  in  extent  and 
volume,  constitute  now  one  of  the  important  manufacturing  and  mercantile 
enterprises  of  the  city. 


NELSON  B.  FULMER. 

Nelson  B.  Fulmer,  who  has  been  a  resident  of  Bondurant  for  the  past  six¬ 
teen  years,  is  the  well  known  editor  and  proprietor  of  the  Bondurant  Journal. 
Prior  to  his  arrival  in  this  state,  however,  he  was  for  a  number  of  years  suc¬ 
cessfully  engaged  in  the  practice  of  law  at  Alexandria,  Minnesota.  His  birth 
occurred  in  Syracuse,  New  York,  in  1844,  his  parents  being  Andrew  and  Polly 
Fulmer,  the  former  a  native  of  Germany  and  the  latter  of  Connecticut.  Both 
passed  away  in  Syracuse,  New  York. 

Nelson  B.  Fulmer,  who  was  the  youngest  of  eight  sons,  removed  from  his 
native  state  to  Minnesota,  where  he  made  his  home  for  thirty  years.  He  studied 
law  under  the  direction  of  United  States  Senator  Knute  Nelson  and  subsequently 
practiced  the  profession  at  Alexandria,  Minnesota,  in  partnership  with  his  former 
preceptor.  He  held  the  office  of  county  attorney  for  six  years  and  on  the  expira¬ 
tion  of  that  period  became  general  agent  for  the  McCormick  Harvester  Com¬ 
pany,  representing  that  corporation  in  the  state  of  Minnesota  for  seventeen 
years.  In  1895  he  came  to  Polk  county,  Iowa,  locating  in  Bondurant,  where  he 
has  since  been  identified  with  newspaper  interests  as  the  editor  and  proprietor 
of  the  Bondurant  Journal.  The  sheet  has  a  circulation  of  five  hundred  and  a 
large  advertising  patronage,  including  a  number  of  business  men  whose  adver¬ 
tisements  have  appeared  for  ten  consecutive  years.  Its  purpose  is  the  dissemi¬ 
nation  of  local  and  general  news  and  it  is  conducted  in  a  thoroughly  businesslike 
and  progressive  manner. 

As  a  companion  and  helpmate  on  the  journey  of  life  Mr.  Fulmer  chose  Miss 
Florence  Hurlbut,  a  native  of  Waukesha,  Wisconsin,  and  a  daughter  of  James 
M.  and  Eliza  (Kelley)  Hurlbut.  Their  union  was  blessed  with  four  children, 
two  sons  and  two  daughters.  lone,  living  at  Minnetonka  Lake,  Minnesota,  is 
the  wife  of  Dr.  William  Newhall,  by  whom  she  has  a  daughter  twenty-two  years 
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of  age.  Stewart,  who  wedded  Aliss  Christina  Rasmussen,  is  the  publisher  of 
the  ^Carlisle  Optimist  at  Carlisle,  Iowa.  B.  A.  Fulmer,  who  married  Miss 
Gertrude  Fiefield,  is  engaged  in  the  shoe  business  at  Minneapolis,  Minnesota 
Florence,  living  in  Lincoln,  Nebraska,  is  the  wife  of  Max  Ellenstein,  a  traveling 
salesman.  Air.  and  Airs.  Ellenstein  have  one  son. 

In  politics  Air.  Fulmer  is  a  stanch  republican.  While  a  resident  of  Minne¬ 
sota  he  served  on  the  staff  of  Governors  Merriam,  AIcGill  and  Nelson.  He  has 
ever  stood  for  advancement  in  citizenship  and  for  substantial  progress  in  his 
community  and  in  the  field  of  journalism  has  exerted  a  widelv  felt  influence 
in  support  of  beneficial  public  measures. 


ALVIN  INGOLLS  HOBBS,  D.  D. 

Alvin  Ingolls  Hobbs,  dean  of  Drake  University,  was  a  man  whose  work  in 
the  ministry  and  in  the  educational  field  was  of  no  restricted  order.  His  influ¬ 
ence  extended  out  on  constantly  broadening  lines  for  the  benefit  of  his  fellow- 
men  in  an  effort  for  higher  moral  progress,  and  his  labors  were  a  potent  force 
in  making  Drake  University  a  radiating  influence  for  good.  Dr.  Hobbs  came 
to  Des  Aloines  for  pastoral  work  in  1867,  being  at  that  time  a  young  man  of 
thirty-three  years.  He  was  born  in  Cross  Plains,  Ripley  county,  Indiana,  March 

I&34>  3.  son  of  Abner  and  Electa  Ann  (Lathrop)  Hobbs.  His  early  American 
ancestors  came  from  England  at  a  pioneer  epoch  in  the  development  of  this 
country.  His  great-grandparents  in  the  maternal  line  were  Darius  and  Lode- 
mise  ( Lee  )  Ingolls.  The  formei  died  in  Canada  in  i8oc)  and  the  latter  passed 
away  at  Greensburg,  Indiana,  in  1845,  at  the  age  of  eighty-eight  years.  It  was 
their  daughter,  Delia  Ingolls,  who  became  the  wife  of  Erastus  Lathrop,  and  they 
were  the  parents  of  Electa  Ann  Lathrop.  Erastus  Lathrop  passed  away  in 
1821,  while  his  wife  survived  until  April,  1858,  dying  in  Greensburg,  Indiana, 
aftei  a  widowhood  of  thirty-seven  years,  their  daughter,  Electa  Ann  Lathrop, 
became  the  w  ife  of  Abner  Plobbs,  who  made  merchandising  his  life  work  and 
111  183/  1  emoved  with  his  family  from  Ripley  county,  Indiana,  to  Greensburg, 
that  state,  \\  here  he  established  a  business  which  he  conducted  for  manv  vears. 
His  last  days,  however,  were  spent  in  retirement  from  business  cares  in  Indian¬ 
apolis,  Indiana.  Follow  mg  the  death  of  her  husband  Airs.  Hobbs  removed  to 
Ottumwa,  Iowa. 

Dr.  Hobbs,  of  this  review,  was  but  three  years  old  when  his  parents  went  to 
Greensburg  and  in  the  common  schools  of  that  city  he  pursued  his  education. 
He  was  only  thirteen  years  of  age  when  he  united  with  the  Christian  church,  of 
which  he  afterward  remained  a  faithful  and  devoted  member.  In  the  year  1847 
he  began  working  at  the  printer's  trade  in  Bloomfield,  Indiana,  on  the 'Christian 
Record.  His  employer  was  James  Mathews,  to  whom  he  was  regularly  appren¬ 
ticed.  After  serving  two  years  of  the  term  of  his  indenture  he  gave  his  employer 
a  gold  watch  in  order  to  secure  release  from  the  apprenticeship.  He  then  returned 
to  Greensburg  and  again  entered  school,  continuing  his  course  until  1851,  for 
his  previous  experience  in  the  business  world  had  convinced  him  of  the  value 
and  worth  of  liberal  education,  as  a  preparation  for  life’s  practical  and  responsi¬ 
ble  duties  and  as  the  foundation  for  progress  in  business  life.  In  1851  he  turned 
his  attention  to  merchandising,  which  he  followed  until  1858,  when,  wishing  to 
consecrate  his  life  to  the  higher  and  holier  calling  of  the  ministry,  he  began  prep¬ 
aration  therefor  by  entering  the  Northwestern  Christian  University,  now  Butler 
University,  of  Indiana.  He  completed  a  four  years’  course  in  three  years  and 
was  graduated  on  the  25th  of  August,  1862,  with  the  highest  honors  of  his  class, 
being  made  valedictorian.  Immediately  thereafter  he  was  elected  chaplain  of  the 
Sixty-ninth  Indiana  Regiment  of  Volunteers,  receiving  his  commission  from 
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Governor  O.  P.  Morton,  of  Indiana.  After  a  year,  however,  because  of  impaired 
health,  he  returned  to  Richmond,  Indiana,  and  soon  accepted  a  call  to  the  pas¬ 
torate  of  a  Christian  church  in  Detroit,  Michigan,  where  he  engaged  in  preach¬ 
ing  until  1867.  In  that  year  he  came  to  Des  Moines  and  took  charge  of  the  old 
Cherry  Street  Christian  church,  of  which  he  remained  the  pastor  for  four  years, 
within  which  time  the  church  made  a  remarkable  growth.  He  afterward  engaged 
in  preaching  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio ;  Bloomington,  Illinois ;  Louisville,  Kentucky ; 
Denver,  Colorado ;  and  Wichita,  Kansas ;  and  while  in  Wichita  he  was  dean  of 
the  theological  department  of  Garfield  University.  The  Northwestern  Uni¬ 
versity  conferred  upon  him  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Divinity.  He  was  a  close 
personal  friend  of  President  Garfield  and  of  President  Harrison  and  assisted  at 
the  funeral  obsequies  of  President  Garfield.  In  his  Christian  ministry  he  did 
splendid  work  for  the  upbuilding  of  the  cause.  He  lived  to  see  in  many  cases  the 
harvests  of  his  labors  and  at  times  the  aftermath  as  well,  and  after  a  quarter  of 
a  century  devoted  to  active  service  as  a  preacher  of  the  gospel  he  was  called, 
in  June,  1890,  to  the  position  of  dean  of  the  Bible  College  at  Drake  University, 
which  position  he  held  until  his  death.  He  was  extremely  charitable  in  his 
thought  and  judgment,  ever  ready  to  help  the  needy,  to  lift  up  the  fallen  and 
speak  a  word  of  encouragement  to  the  depressed.  Many  there  were  who  came 
to  him  for  advice  and  counsel  in  days  of  trouble  and  he  listened  patiently  to 
all,  giving  them  counsel  that  many  times  proved  of  most  timely  assistance. 

Dr  Hobbs  was  married  in  1852  to  Miss  Rachel  Logan,  of  Greensburg,  In¬ 
diana,  of  which  city  she  was  a  native.  Her  parents  were  Samuel  and  Susanna 
(Howard)  Logan.  Her  father  was  a  pioneer  settler  of  Indiana  from  Virginia. 
He  built  the  first  brick  house  between  Indianapolis  and  Cincinnati  and  the  first 
railroad  of  that  locality  crossed  his  farm.  At  the  time  of  his  death  Dr.  Hobbs 
was  survived  by  three  daughters :  Alice,  the  wife  of  George  B.  Peak,  of  Des 
Moines,  who  was  the  founder  of  and  is  president  of  the  Central  Life  Assurance 
Society  of  the  United  States;  Stella,  now  deceased,  who  was  the  wife  of  Dr. 
Samuel  Ayres,  of  Kansas  City ;  and  Vesta,  the  wife  of  State  Senator  Thomas 
D.  Long,  of  Kalispell,  Montana,  where  he  is  also  well  known  as  a  prominent 
attorney. 

Dr.  Llobbs  passed  away  May  15,  1894.  He  was  a  republican  in  politics,  but 
never  aspired  to  office.  When  he  first  came  to  Des  Moines  he  purchased  a  farm 
of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  two  miles  south  of  the  city  and  resided  upon  it 
for  a  year.  This  farm  is  now  within  the  city  limits  of  Des  Moines  and  is  owned 
by  his  widow.  Mrs.  Hobbs  has  always  taken  an  active  interest  in  Des  Moines 
and  its  progress  and  has  seen  its  growth  from  a  very  small  village  of  a  beautiful 
city.  She  shared  with  her  husband  in  his  active  work  in  behalf  of  the  church 
and  had  been  his  able  assistant  in  many  of  the  good  deeds  which  he  had  per¬ 
formed  for  others.  He  was  widely  recognized  as  one  of  the  eloquent,  able  and 
prominent  representatives  of  the  ministry  of  the  Christian  church  and  his  death 
was  a  distinct  loss  to  the  brotherhood. 


FRANK  J.  SCHULTZ. 

A  practical  exemplification  of  the  beneficial  results  of  industry,  energy  and 
sound  judgment  is  presented  in  the  career  of  Frank  J.  Schultz,  a  successful 
farmer  of  Bloomfield  township.  Although  only  thirty-five  years  of  age,  he  has 
gained  a  competence  and  also  a  reputation  for  progressiveness  and  reliability 
that  is  greatly  to  be  desired  by  any  man.  He  was  born  in  this  township,  Novem¬ 
ber  7,  1876,  a  son  of  John  and  Dora  (Klose)  Schultz,  both  of  whom  were  natives 
of  Germany.  They  came  to  America  and  took  up  their  residence  in  Des  Moines 
in  1868.  but  after  one  year  removed  to  Bloomfield  township,  where  Mr.  Schultz 


844 


CITY  OF  DES  MOINES  AND  POLK  COUNTY 


rented  a  farm,  which  he  cultivated  for  two  years.  He  then  bought  forty  acres 
of  improved  land,  upon  which  he  established  his  home,  buying  more  land  as 
opportunity  offered  until  he  is  now  the  owner  of  a  beautiful  farm  of  three 

hundred  and  sixty  acres.  He  is  accounted  one  of  the  substantial  and  representa¬ 
tive  men  of  Polk  county. 

Educated  in  the  district  schools  of  Bloomfield  township,  Frank  J.  Schultz 
grew  up  under  highly  favorable  conditions  for  the  development  of 'a  worthy 
character.  He  continued  at  home  until  five  years  ago,  when  he  was  married 
and  moved  upon  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  adjoining  his  father’s  farm.  He 
ha>  impr o\  ed  his  place  by  the  erection  of  a  handsome  residence,  a  commodious 
barn  and  other  outbuildings,  thus  largely  adding  to  its  value.  He  carries  on 
geneial  farming  and  usually  maintains  about  forty  head  of  cattle  and  nine  head 
of  horses.  For  the  past  year  he  has  engaged  in  the  breeding  of  Aberdeen  Angus 
cattle.  He  is  the  owner  of  a  modern  threshing  outfit,  which  he  has  operated 

since  1903,  and  has  all  the  work  he  can  possibly  attend  to  aside  from  the  duties 
pertaining  to  his  farm. 

On  the  8th  of  August,  1905,  Mr.  Schultz  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Lena  Hofer,  a  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Rickey  Hofer,  who  were  both  born  in 
Germany.  They  came  to  this  country  and  located  in  Warren  county,  Iowa, 
where  they  have  ever  since  resided.  Three  children  have  brightened  the  home 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Schultz,  namely:  William  J.,  now  five  years  of  age;  Bernice  M., 
three  years  of  age;  and  Eva  D.,  who  is  two  years  old.  Politically  Mr.  Schultz 
adheres  to  the  republican  party  and,  while  he  has  not  aspired  to  public  office,  he 
has  served  very  acceptably  as  member  of  the  school  board.  He  and  his  wife  are 
actively  identified  with  the  German  Lutheran  church  and  are  firm  believers  in  its 
teachings.  He  has  many  acquaintances  in  Polk  county,  who  are  proud  to  call 
him  friend,  and  it  is  through  his  strict  adherence  to  what  he  believes  to  be  right 
that  he  has  gained  this  enviable  position.  As  the  head  of  a  happy  family  and  a 

successful  and  growing  man  of  business  he  deserves  adequate  mention  in  this 
work. 


ANGUS  K.  CAMPBELL. 

Among  the  practical  business  men  of  Des  Moines  should  be  named  Angus 
K.  Campbell,  also  prominent  for  many  years  as  a  representative  of  the  bar  of 
Jasper  county.  He  is  now  devoting  his  attention  to  an  invention  of  which  he 
is  the  originator,  which  gives  promise  of  revolutionizing  the  system  of  heating 
of  modern  homes,  offices  and  other  buildings.  He  is  a  native  of  Ripley  Ohio 
born  September  10,  1834,  the  son  of  Major  Charles  F.  and  Harriet  (Kephart) 
Campbell,  the  former  of  whom  was  born  in  Lexington,  Virginia,  September  20, 
1803,  and  the  latter  in  eastern  Pennsylvania  in  1813.  Charles  Campbell,  the 
great-grandfather,  was  captain  of  a  patriot  company  in  the  Revolutionary  war 
and  w  as  present  at  the  siege  of  V  orktown,  which  resulted  in  the  surrender  of 
General  Cornwallis  and  his  army.  General  William  Campbell  of  the  same  familv 
led  the  patriot  forces  at  the  battle  of  King’s  Mountain.  He  was  a  pronounced 
favorite  of  General  La  Fayette.  The  great-grandfather  and  grandfather  assisted 
in  founding  Washington  and  Lee  University  at  Lexington,  Virginia,  and  the 
grandfather  was  foi  seventeen  years  treasurer  and  two  years  acting  president 
of  that  institution. 

The  fighting  blood  in  the  family  was  further  demonstrated  in  the  Civil  war, 
the  father  and  four  brothers  of  our  subject  valiantly  serving  under  the  stars  and 
stripes.  Major  Charles  F.  Campbell  was  a  prominent  lawyer  of  Ohio  and  was 
appointed  by  Governor  Tod  to  drill  troops  during  the  Civil  war.  He  died  in 
1864  of  typhoid  fever  contracted  while  engaged  in  that  service.  Mrs.  Harriet 
Campbell  survives  at  the  age  of  ninety-eight  and  resides  in  Ripley,  Ohio.  Six 
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[children  came  to  bless  the  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles  F.  Campbell,  of  whom 
Angus  K.,  the  subject  of  this  review,  was  the  eldest.  The  second  son,  Frank  T., 
now  deceased,  served  for  eight  years  in  the  Iowa  senate  and  for  four  years  as 
lieutenant  governor  of  the  state.  He  was  very  active  in  politics  and  was  one  of 
the  railroad  commissioners  appointed  by  Governor  Larrabee.  J.  Q.  A.  Campbell 
served  as  an  officer  in  the  Fifth  Iowa  Volunteers  at  the  time  of  the  Civil  war 
and  for  over  thirty  years  was  editor  and  publisher  of  the  Belief ontaine  (Ohio) 
Republican,  one  of  the  most  prominent  papers  in  Ohio  outside  of  the  large 
cities.  He  is  now  living  retired  at  Belief  ontaine.  Antoinette  is  now  the  widow 
of  Archie  Christie  and  is  living  at  Ripley,  Ohio.  William  Archie  is  editor  and 
publisher  of  the  Lima  (Ohio)  Gazette,  one  of  the  prominent  papers  in  the 
northern  part  of  the  Buckeye  state.  Charles  D.  was  at  one  time  associate  editor 
of  the  Lima  Gazette  and  is  now  a  patent  attorney  and  takes  a  very  active  interest 
in  Ohio  politics.  He  was  for  six  years  county  auditor  of  Logan  county,  Ohio. 

Angus  K.  Campbell  received  his  preliminary  education  in  the  public  schools 
of  Ripley  and  was  graduated  from  the  Marietta  (Ohio)  College  with  the  degree 
of  A.  M.  in  1856.  After  leaving  college  he  served  as  assistant  superintendent  of 
schools  of  Chillicothe,  Ohio,  and  later  as  superintendent  of  schools  at  George¬ 
town,  Ohio.  Fifty  years  afterward,  in  1908,  he  revisited  the  town  at  the  head 
of  whose  educational  system  he  had  served  as  a  young  man.  In  1858  he  came 
to  Newton,  jasper  county,  Iowa,  starting  the  Jasper  County  Free  Press.  It  was 
a  time  of  great  financial  depression  and  he  remembers  that  corn  was  then  sold 
for  ten  cents  a  bushel  and  nearly  half  the  real-estate  in  Iowa  had  been  placed 
under  the  auction  block  for  taxes.  After  serving  in  an  editorial  capacity  upon 
the  Free  Press  and  the  Headlight  for  ten  years,  Mr.  Campbell  turned  his  atten¬ 
tion  to  the  practice  of  law,  having  studied  for  this  profession  before  leaving  Ohio. 
He  devoted  himself  to  the  law  for  thirty  years,  taking  up  his  residence  in  Des 
Moines  in  1887. 

However,  as  early  as  1875  Mr.  Campbell  began  carrying  on  a  series  of  experi¬ 
ments  in  heating  methods  and  appliances,  putting  into  practical  application  ideas 
which  had  been  in  his  mind  for  fifteen  or  twenty  years.  In  1880  he  patented 
the  “rotary  air  movement”  and  in  1883  secured  additional  patents  covering  a  com¬ 
bination  of  heating  oven,  double  air  movement  and  water  battery.  The  system 
which  he  developed  is  a  radical  departure  from  the  old  methods  of  furnace  con¬ 
struction  and  introduces  principles  that  until  very  recently  were  not  recognized 
by  the  builders  of  furnaces.  His  furnace,  known  as  the  Campbell  System  of 
Heating,  is  now  being  extensively  installed  in  many  parts  of  the  country  and  is 
beginning  to  be  recognized  in  the  large  cities  of  the  east,  so  that  it  promises  to 
come  into  general  use  as  the  years  pass.  In  1871  he  became  one  of  the  promoters 
and  builders  of  the  Iowa,  Minnesota  &  North  Pacific  Railroad,  planned  to  extend 
through  Jasper,  Story,  Hamilton,  Wright  and  Kossuth  counties,  connecting  with 
the  North  Pacific  Railway  on  the  north  and  the  Des  Moines  valley  on  the  south. 
This  enterprise  had  James  R.  Marshon  as  president;  John  Meyer  and  William 
Vaughan  of  Newton  and  others  as  directors,  together  with  Major  Hawthorne 
and  others  of  Nevada,  judge  Chase  and  Walt  Wilson  of  Webster  City,  Asa 
Call  of  Kossuth  and  S.  B.  Hewitt  of  Eagle  Grove.  The  road  was  graded  for 
seventeen  miles  and  bridges  built ;  the  bonds  were  issued  and  negotiated,  with 
complete  prospects  for  the  completion  of  the  road,  when  Jay  Cooke  failed  in 
New  York  city  and  many  roads  went  to  the  wall,  every  new  railway  enterprise 
in  the  country  being  abandoned.  The  Rock  Island  finally  took  over  and  com¬ 
pleted  the  seventeen  miles  of  road.  Mr.  Campbell  served  as  a  director  and  as 
a  member  of  the  firm  of  Howe  &  Campbell,  was  also  attorney  for  the  road. 

On  the  i8fh  day  of  April,  1859,  Mr.  Campbell  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Miss  Sarah  Belle  Evans,  born  at  Ripley,  Ohio,  in  June,  1839.  She  was  a  daughter 
of  Daniel  B.  Evans,  a  merchant  of  Ripley,  and  her  maternal  grandfather  was 
Governor  Kirker,  of  Ohio.  The  beloved  wife  and  mother  was  called  from  earthly 
scenes  October  9,  1907,  her  departure  being  the  most  severe  affliction  Mr.  Camp- 
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bell  has  ever  known.  There  were  nine  children  in  the  family  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Campbell.  ChaDes  E.,  now  manager  of  the  Capital  Merchants  and  Bankers 
Insurance  Company  of  Des  Moines;  Alfred  O.,  assistant  general  superintendent 
of  the  Oregon  Short  Line  Railroad;  Waldo,  now  in  charge  of  the  Campbell 
business  at  Minneapolis,  Minnesota;  Horace  D.  and  Archie,  in  charge  of  the 
Campbell  Heating  Company  in  Des  Moines ;  Everett,  in  the  heating  business  in 
Kansas  City,  Missouri;  Edith,  now  Mrs.  Siegfried  Larsson,  of  Spokane;  Grace, 
the  wife  of  Morton  McCarthy,  also  of  Spokane;  and  Alice,  the  wife  of  Mack 
Galusha,  of  Des  Moines. 

Mi .  Campbell  ever  since  arriving  at  the  age  of  manhood  has  given  his  support 
to  the  republican  party.  He  has  not  been  a  seeker  for  office,  preferring  to  devote 
his  attention  to  his  private  affairs,  but  for  eight  years  he  served  most  efficiently 
V  legent  of  the  State  University  of  Iowa.  His  brother  Frank  was  one  of  the 
foremost  leaders  in  a  vote  for  the  state  control  of  railroads  and  Mr.  Campbell 
of  this  review  assisted  him  vigorously  in  every  movement.  The  test  case  was 
carried  to  the  supreme  court  of  the  L  nited  States  and  a  ruling  was  issued  by 
that  tribunal,  establishing  the  right  of  the  state  to  the  control  of  the  railroads, 
thus  settling  the  question  constitutionally  and  making  state  control  of  railroads 
a  prominent  issue  throughout  the  entire  Union.  Mr.  Campbell  takes  a  deep 
interest  in  public  affairs  generally  and  his  influence  is  always  exerted  in  behalf 
of  what  appears  to  his  cool  judgment  to  be  just  and  right.  Through  persistent 
and  vv  ell  directed  effort  he  has  won  the  high  position  he  occupies  in  the  estimation 
of  his  friends,  and  that  his  reputation  is  well  deserved  is  attested  by  the  respect 
in  which  he  is  held  by  the  entire  community. 


SAMUEL  STEPHEN  ETHRIDGE. 

It  is  the  commonly  accepted  opinion  that  the  professional  man  does  not  pos¬ 
sess  the  ability  that  insures  success  in  the  management  of  commercial  or  indus- 
ti  ial  entei prises,  but  the  life  record  of  Samuel  Stephen  Ethridge  disproves  this 
belief  for  not  only  did  he  win  prominence  as  a  practitioner  at  the  bar  but  also 
became  one  of  the  most  extensive  and  successful  operators  in  the  coal  fields  of 
Iowa.  In  each  held  he  displayed  a  spirit  of  enterprise  and  determination  that 
led  him  gradually  to  the  goal  of  success. 

He  traveled  life’s  journey  for  seventy-one  years,  his  birth  having  occurred  at 
Sandwich,  Carroll  county,  New  Hampshire,  March  i,  1838,  his  death  in  Des 
Moines  on  the  7th  of  June,  1909.  He  acquired  his  early  education  in  Newbury, 
\  ermont,  and  supplemented  his  preliminary  training  by  a  course  in  the  Wesleyan 
University  at  Middletown,  Connecticut,  from  which  he  w^as  graduated.  While  a 
student  there  he  was  an  active  member  of  the  Alpha  Phi  Delta,  a  college  fra¬ 
ternity.  His  more  specifically  literary  education  being  completed,  he  took  up  the 
study  of  .law,  which  he  pursued  in  a  law  school,  and  following  the  Civil  war  he 
w  as  admitted  to  practice  at  the  Iowa  bar  in  1866.  He  came  to  Des  Moines  in 
1863  soon  afterward  enlisted  for  service  in  the  Civil  war,  becoming  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  Company  F,  Forty-seventh  Regiment  of  Iowa  Volunteer  Infantry.  With 
that  command  he  went  to  the  front  and  was  engaged  in  active  duty  until  the  close 
of  hostilities..  He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  the  class  of  Colonel  Godfrey, 
Thomas  Wright  and  B.  F.  Kauffman,  and  J.  S.  Polk  was  a  member  of  the  ex¬ 
amining  board.  He  at  once  began  practicing  in  Des  Moines,  where  he  spent 
his  entire  professional  life.  Gradually  in  the  field  of  law  he  made  progress  un¬ 
til  he  was  accorded  a  prominent  position  as  a  strong  and  able  advocate  and  wise 
counselor.  He  remained  a  student  of  his  profession,  and  his  continued  reading 
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and  research  brought  him  a  wide  acquaintance  with  the  principles  of  jurispru¬ 
dence  and  with  precedent. 

For  a  number  of  years  Mr.  Ethridge  held  public  office.  On  the  19th  of  Jan¬ 
uary,  1869,  he  was  appointed  United  States  commissioner  and  continued  in  that 
position  for  many  years.  In  1874  he  was  made  deputy  United  States  marshal 
and  referee  in  bankruptcy  and.  in  1877  was  appointed  to  the  office  for  a  second 
term.  It  was  during  his  incumbency  in  that  position  that  he  made  a  name  for 
himself  through  his  instrumentality  in  driving  out  squatters  from  the  river  bot¬ 
tom  along  the  Des  Moines.  In  office  and  in  professional  connections,  and  in  the 
relations  of  private  life  as  well,  he  sought  always  justice,  truth  and  progress. 
In  addition  to  his  professional  and  official  duties  he  became  known  in  business 
connections  and  for  several  years  was  one  of  the  largest  coal  operators  in  the 
state,  being  president  of  the  Eclipse  Coal  Company,  which  owns  sortie  of  the 

richest  mines  of  Iowa.  ' 

In  1874  Mr.  Ethridge  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Mattie  Le  Bosquet,  a 
long-time  resident  of  this  city,  her  father  having  been  one  of  the  early  settlers 
here.  She  is  a  daughter  of  Henry  Le  Bosquet,  who  came  to  Des  Moines  from 
West  Virginia  in  1865  and  was  engaged  in  merchandising.  He  figured  for  a 
long  period  as  a  prominent  and  influential  citizen  and  continued  a  resident  of  Des 
Moines  until  his  death  on  the  20th  of  July,  1899*  Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ethridge 
were  born  two  sons,  Henry  Le  B.,  who  died  in  infancy ;  and  Charles  A.,  who  is 

now  engaged  in  the  insurance  business. 

Mr.  Ethridge  was  a  man  of  unquestionable  integrity  and  honor,  whose  busi¬ 
ness  dealings  were  ever  above  reproach.  He  never  sought  to  take  advantage  of 
the  necessities  of  another  and  would  always  rather  suffer  an  injustice  than  cause 
another  to  do  so.  The  years  not  only  brought  him  success  but  also  an  irreproach¬ 
able  record,  and  it  was  thus  that  he  established  himself  in  a  most  creditable  and 
enviable  position  among  the  citizens  of  the  capital.  His  memory  is  dear  to  many 
who  knew  him  and  most  of  all  to  his  immediate  family,  to  whom  he  was  ever  most 
devoted.  He  likewise  held  friendship  inviolable.  His  was  the  aristocracy  of  worth 
rather  than  of  wealth  and  no  man  was  quicker  to  recognize  and  appreciate  true 

worth  in  others. 


THOMAS  FLYNN. 

The  life  record  of  Thomas  Flynn  remains  as  a  creditable  chapter  in  the 
history  of  Des  Moines  and  is  a  notable  example  of  the  fact  that  opportunity  is 
open  to  all.  It  is  the  man  who  dares  to  face  the  situation  and  who .  calls  forth 
the  powers  of  energy,  determination  and  resolution,  who  comes  off  victor  in  the 
battle  of  life.  Mr.  Flynn  was  but  a  young  man  when  he  came  to  the  new 
world,  having  been  born  in  Ireland  in  1853-  His  parents  were  Dennis  and 
Catherine  Flynn.  In  his  native  land  he  pursued  his  education  and  when  twenty- 
two  years  of  age  crossed  the  Atlantic  and  made  his  way  to  Des  Moines  where 
he  joined  his  uncle  Martin,  whom  he  assisted  for  a  number  of  years  in  railroad 
building.  He  then  invested  the  proceeds  of  his  labor  in  farming  land  on  the 
outskirts  of  the  city  and  thereon  made  his  home  throughout  his  remaining  days, 
becoming  one  of  the  prominent  representatives  of  agricultural  life  in  this  part 
of  the  state.  He  followed  general  farming  and  stock-raising  and  also  conducted 
an  extensive  dairy  business.  To  his  place  he  added  all  of  the  improvements  and 
accessories  of  a  model  farm,  erected  thereon  substantial  buildings  and  developed 
a  valuable  property,  constituting  one  of  the  attractive  features  on  the  landscape. 
He  was  most  highly  respected  by  all  who  knew  him  and  his  business  integrity 
and  enterprise  won  for  him  the  admiration  and  kindly  regard  of  many  friends. 

In  1885  Mr.  Flynn  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Julia  McKeon,  and  unto 
them  were  born  two  sons,  Fay  and  Leo.  Mrs.  Flynn  still  continues  to  make 
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her  home  on  the  farm  at  Hickman  and  Beaver  avenues  and  the  property  which 
she  o\\  ns  is  \  aluable  and  productive.  There  the  death  of  Mr.  Flvnn  occurred 
on  the  14th  of  April,  1908,  when  he  was  but  fifty-five  years  of  age.  He  was 
respected  by  all  who  knew  him,  because  of  an  honorable,  upright  life  and 
unfaltering  loyalty  to  the  principles  which  he  espoused.  He  was  alwavs  active 
in  the  affairs  of  the  community  and  was  interested  in  anything  for  the  better¬ 
ment  of  the  city  and  county.  He  stood  for  progress  at  all  times,  not  only 
in  individual  affairs  but  in  municipal  life  as  well,  and  his  cooperation  could 
always  be  counted  upon  to  further  measures  for  the  public  good.  His  sound 
judgment  prompted  him  to  make  wise  use  of  his  time  and  in  his  business  career 
he  eai  ly  learned  to  discriminate  as  to  what  was  essential  and  what  was  useless. 
He  therefor e  discarded  the  latter  and  utilized  the  former  to  the  best  advantage. 
Each  yeai  saw  him  in  a  position  in  advance  of  what  he  had  attained  the  previous 
year. .  Thus  he  gradually  worked  his  way  upward  and  never  felt  that  he  had 
occasion  to  legiet  his  determination  to  come  to  the  new  world,  where  warm 
friends  as  well  as  success  awaited  him  in  a  country,  where  there  is  comparatively 
little  of  the  class  feeling  and  where  recognition  is  given  to  genuine  worth  and 
manhood. 


DOUGLAS  L.  SKINNER. 

The  life  record  of  some  men  indicate  that  even  in  youth  they  have  a  purpose 
m  view  and  direct  their  energies  toward  an  ultimate  conclusion,  as  is  evidenced 
by  the  career  of  Douglas  L.  Skinner,  who  today  occupies  a  position  of  responsi¬ 
bility  m  one  of  the  leading  grocery  firms  of  Des  Moines.  He  was  born  in  this 
city  December  29,  1873,  a  son  of  Philip  H.  and  Kate  D.  (McClarrey)  Skinner, 
the  former  of  whom  was  born  July  29,  1849-  The  mother’s  birthplace  was 
Washington,  D.  C.,  and  they  were  married  in  York,  Pennsylvania,  where  her 
family  was  prominent  in  business  circles.  The  father  of  our  subject  came  to 
Des  Moines  half  a  century  ago,  at  which  time  the  present  city  was  but  a  mere 
village,  and  here  he  engaged  in  the  banking  business,  becoming  within  a  few 
years  a  well  known  factor  in  commercial  circles  throughout  the  state  of  Iowa, 
very  materially  assisting  in  the  financial  development -of  the  city.  His  grand¬ 
father,  Horace  L.  Skinner,  was  one  of  Iowa’s  pioneer  settlers,  having  come  to 
the  state  in  the  early  ’60s  when  it  was  but  sparsely  inhabited.  Philip  H.  Skinner 
was  a  man  of  the  highest  integrity  and  in  all  his  business  dealings  ever  had  the 
interest  of  his  fellow  citizens  at  heart.  He  remained  prominently  identified  with 
the  banking  business  in  Des  Moines  until  his  death,  which  occurred  Tune  4,  1906. 
He  is  survived  by  his  widow,  who  resides  in  Colorado  Springs,  Colorado. 

The  preliminary  education  of  Douglas  L.  Skinner  was  obtained  in  the  public 
schools,  supplemented  by  a  course  in  the  West  Des  Moines  high  school,  from 
which  he  was  graduated  in  1892.  In  that  year  he  accepted  a  position  with  the 
Pratt  Grocery  Company,  with  which  he  remained  for  six  years,  and  then  became 
associated  with  the  C.  C.  Prouty  Grocery  Company  as  cashier.  By  close  appli¬ 
cation  to  the  business,  combined  with  his  energy  and  perseverance,  he  demon¬ 
strated  his  worth  and  was  appointed  secretary  and  credit  man,  .the  duties  of 
which  position  he  has  fulfilled  with  the  utmost  efficiency  and  to  the  entire  satis¬ 
faction  of  his  employers. 

Mr.  Skinner  was  married  October  4,  1899,  to  Miss  Stella  M.  Collins,  and 
of  this  union  has  been  born  one  child,  William  Russell,  whose  birth  occurred 
September  4,  1903.  He  is  a  pupil  in  the  Byrd  School. 

In  politics  Mr.  Skinner  casts  his  vote  for  the  republican  party,  being  num¬ 
bered  with  the  progressive  element.  Socially  he  is  a  member  of  the  Hyperion 
Golf  and  Motor  Club.  He  is  a  young  man  of  exemplary  character  who  has 
attained  a  modicum  of  success  that  many  an  older  man  would  be  proud  of.  He 
has  acquired  a  fair  share  of  this  world’s  goods  and  is  an  excellent  example  of 
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what  may  be  attained  by  diligence  and  applied  industry.  He  is  a  stockholder  in 
the  Mechanics  Savings  Bank’  and  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  stable  and  trust¬ 
worthy  business  men  of  Des  Moines.  He  enjoys  all  kinds  of  outdoor  sports  and 
socially  takes  pleasure  in  entertaining  his  many  friends,  to  whom  he  is  always 
ready  to  throw  open  the  doors  of  his  hospitable  and  commodious  home. 


CHARLES  C.  YOUNGERMAN. 

Polk  county  numbers  among  its  native  sons  many  of  its  most  enterprising 
and  progressive  citizens  and  in  the  number  should  be  named  Charles  C.  Younger- 
man,  of  Walnut  township.  He  was  born  in  the  township  where  he  now  lives 
April  4,  1867,  the  son  of  John  and  Mary  (Robins)  Youngerman,  the  former  of 
whom  was  a  native  of  Germany  and  the  latter  of  Ohio.  The  father  came  to 
America  with  his  parents  when  he  was  five  years  of  age,  the  family  stopping  in 
Pennsylvania  and  later  removing  to  Indianapolis,  Indiana,  where  Mr.  Younger¬ 
man  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business.  In  1849,  believing  that  more  favorable 
opportunities  were  presented  in  Iowa,  he  came  to  Des  Moines  and  opened  a 
blacksmith  and  carriage-making  shop  which  he  conducted  successfully  for  a 
number  of  years.  He  finally  made  up  his  mind  to  devote  his  attention  to  farming 
and  bought  two  hundred  and  eighty  acres  in  Walnut  township,  .which  he  cleared 
and  improved,  continuing  upon  his  farm  until  his  death,  in  September,  1903. 
The  beloved  wife  and  mother  was  called  away  five  years  later. 

Charles  C.  Youngerman  was  reared  upon  the  paternal  farm,  and  received  his 
preliminary  education  in  the  district  schools  and  later  took  a  course  in  the  Iowa 
Business  College  of  Des  Moines.  He  remained  at  home  until  after  the  death 
of  both  of  his  parents  and  he  and  his  brother  cultivated  the  farm  until  1908. 
lie  owns  a  thoroughly  up-to-date  threshing  outfit  which  he  has  operated  for 
four  years  past.  He  also  owns  four  hundred  and  eighty  acres  in  South  Dakota 
and  a  one-eighth  interest  in  the  John  Youngerman  estate  which  is  not  yet 
settled. 

Mr.  Youngerman  is  not  married  and  makes  his  home  with  Ben  Rosecrants 
at  present.  He  gives  his  support  to  the  democratic  party  and  is  now  serving  as 
trustee  of  Walnut  township,  which  office  he  has  held  for  four  years.  He  has 
also  served  as  road  supervisor  and  member  of  the  school  board,  discharging  his 
duties  with  a  fidelity  that  met  the  hearty  approval  of  the  people.  In  religious 
faith  he  is  identified  with  the  Methodist  church,  while  fraternally  he  is  connected 
with  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America.  Having  spent  his  entire  life  in  this 
section,  he  is  well  acquainted  with  the  people,  and  as  in  his  business  he  has 
always  been  thoroughly  upright  and  honorable,  his  name  is  respected  wherever 
he  is  known. 


CYRUS  A.  MOSIER. 

It  is  important  in  a  work  treating  of  the  leading  citizens  of  Des  Moines  and 
Polk  county  that  the  pioneers  should  receive  adequate  mention.  In  the  list  should 
appear  the  name  of  Cyrus  A.  Mosier,  now  deceased,  the  first  stenographer  of 
Des  Moines,  the  first  court  reporter  and  one  of  the  early  teachers.  He  was 
called  away  October  12,  1905,  and  will  long  be  remembered  by  those  with  whom 
he  associated,  being  a  man  of  many  noble  traits  and  a  citizen  whose  generous 
spirit  readily  responded  to  every  demand  upon  his  services.  He  was  born  in 
Mansfield,  Ohio,  in  1837,  a  son  of  Eli  and  Maria  (Swan)  Mosier.  At  two 
years  of  age  he  was  taken  by  his  parents  to  Fort  Leavenworth,  Kansas,  but 
after  eight  years’  residence  there  Mr.  Mosier,  being  a  rank  abolitionist,  decided 
to  move  out  of  the  territory  controlled  by  slave-owning  interests  and  came  to 
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Iowa,  settling  in  Des  Moines  in  1846.  The  father  located  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres  of  land,  on  part  of  which  Drake  University  now  stands  and  there 
built  a  log  cabin,  in  which  he  lived  for  some  years. 

Cyrus  A.  Mosier  received  his  early  education  in  the  primitive  schools  which 
were  in  session  only  during  the  winter  months,  receiving  instruction  under 
Father  Nash,  and  in  Mrs.  Judge  Gray’s  School,  which  occupied  the  site  now 
covered  by  the  Iowa  Loan  and  Trust  building.  At  thirteen  years  of  age  he 
entered  the  employ  of  A.  C.  Kingman,  driving  an  ox  team  that  broke  most  of 
the  land  along  Birds  Run,  where  many  of  the  principal  buildings  of  Des  Moines 
now  stand.  He  also  worked  in  the  early  years  on  the  Des  Moines  river,  logging 
and  trapping.  At  the  age  of  nineteen  he  began  teaching  school  and  in  1863 
commenced  to  make  use  of  his  knowledge  of  stenography  which  he  had  picked 
up  at  odd  moments  as  a  means  of  livelihood.  About  this  time  the  Polk  county 
bar  selected  him  as  official  stenographer  and  he  held  that  position  continuously 
for  twenty-five  years.  At  the  time  of  his  selection  as  court  stenographer  he 
was  the  only  person  in  the  west  who  understood  shorthand,  the  science  not  hav¬ 
ing  made  much  progress  even  in  the  more  thickly  settled  regions  of  the  east 
except  in  the  largest  cities.  In  October,  1867,  he  was  elected  county  superintendent 
of  schools  but  was  soon  obliged  to  resign  on  account  of  the  pressure  of  duties 
as  court  reporter.  He  was  prominent  in  various  movements  of  the  earlier  days, 
organizing  in  1855  the  first  brass  band  in  Des  Moines.  It  consisted  of  eleven 
pieces  and  was  a  leading  feature  at  Fourth  of  July  celebrations  and  other  public 
occasions.  The  band  also  gave  its  services  in  raising  funds  to  assist  in  paying 
teachers’  salaries.  He  was  a  stanch  member  of  the  Old  Settlers’  Association  and 
for  several  years  served  as  its  president.  He  was  a  student  and  investigator, 
especially  along  prehistoric  lines,  and  was  of  firm  belief  that  the  Des  Moines 
valley  was  inhabited  by  a  race  prior  to  the  advent  of  the  Indian,  as  is  indicated 
by  the  artificial  mounds  found  in  various  parts  of  the  valley.  During  his  later 
years  his  health  rapidly  failed. 

In  1861  Mr.  Mosier  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Rachel  Bell,  of  Des 
Moines,  who  still  lives  in  this  city.  Of  this  union  seven  children  were  born, 
namely:  Airs.  Lenore  Devan,  of  Des  Aloines ;  Airs.  Blanche  AI.  Snook,  of  this 
city;  Albert,  a  civil  engineer  living  in  Washington,  who  married  Bessie,  daughter 
of  Gene  Reno;  Cyrus,  who  died  at  the  age  of  five  years;  Charlie,  at  home;  Airs. 
Rachel  Gray,  of  California;  and  AIcHenry,  a  mining  engineer  living  in  Arizona. 
Samuel  Bell,  father  of  Airs.  Alosier,  came  to  Des  Aloines  to  locate  after  having 
made  three  trips  here  from  Harrison  county,  Ohio.  He  finally  brought  his 
family  in  1856  and  entered  from  the  government  forty  acres,  which  at  his  death 
was  inherited  by  his  son,  Albert  G.  Bell,  now  deceased.  The  land  today  is  in 
possession  of  Airs.  Alosier  and  her  present  home  stands  close  to  the  site  upon 
which  the  first  house  at  Des  Moines  was  built.  Air.  Bell  was  a  man  of  scholarly 
tastes  and  took  up  the  study  of  Latin  and  higher  mathematics  when  but  eleven 
years  of  age,  receiving  instruction  from  a  finely  educated  Quaker  who  lived  about 
twenty  miles  from  the  Bell  home.  With  that  gentleman  Air.  Bell  studied  for 
over  two  years.  He  remained  throughout  life  a  student,  constantly  broadening 
his  knowledge  up  to  the  time  of  his  death,  which  occurred  in  Alarch,  1877.  He 
was  a  surveyor  here  in  1856,  doing  surveying  work  in  Polk  and  adjoining  counties 
through  the  summer  months,  while  in  the  winter  seasons  he  taught  school  and 
also  served  as  the  first  county  superintendent  of  schools  of  Polk  county.  In 
politics  he  was  a  strong  democrat  throughout  his  entire  life  and  his  religious 
faith  was  that  of  the  Christian  church.  In  many  ways  he  left  the  impress  of  his 
individuality  for  good  upon  the  community  and  his  name  is  inseparably  and 
prominently  connected  with  the  early  history  and  progress  of  central  Iowa.  He 
and  his  wife  celebrated  their  golden  wedding  in  1876,  having  been  married  in 
Harrison  county,  Ohio,  in  1826,  on  which  occasion  there  were  about  fifty  guests 
present,  all  coming  on  horseback  from  great  distances  through  a  thickly  wooded 
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country.  Mrs.  Bell  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Rachel  Croskey,  being  a  daughter 
of  John  and  Catherine  (Fry)  Croskey,  who  were  residents  of  Harrison  county, 
Ohio.  Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bell  were  born  six  children,  of  whom  three  died  in 
infancy,  the  others  being:  Catherine,  now  the  wife  of  Philander  Smith,  of  Des 
Moines ;  Albert  G.,  now  deceased ;  and  Mrs.  Rachel  Mosier,  who  occupies  the 
old  home  place. 

Mr.  Mosier  was  greatly  interested  in  Des  Moines  and  lived  to  witness  marvelous 
changes,  in  the  course  of  which  the  capital  city  became  one  of  the  most  beautiful 
residence  centers  of  the  west.  He  was  devoted  to  his  wife  and  family  and  made 
many  warm  friends  by  his  manly  character  and  unwearying  spirit  of  helpfulness. 


MANUEL  H.  DAVIS. 

The  record  of  Manuel  H.  Davis,  postmaster  of  Mitchellville,  is  one  of  which 
his  friends  may  well  be  proud  as  it  reflects  naught  but  credit  upon  himself  and 
all  with  whom  he  has  been  connected.  He  is  of  Welsh  ancestry  and  is  a  native 
of  Indiana,  born  in  Clay  county  on  Christmas  day,  1843.  His  parents  were 
Wesley  C.,  and  Amanda  (Griffith)  Davis.  The  father  was  a  farmer  and  in 
October,  1852,  started  with  his  wife  and  seven  children  for  Iowa.  The  trip 
was  made  by  team  and  required  three  weeks,  the  family  camping  out  at  night 
by  the  way.  Mr.  Davis  bought  eighty  acres  in  Jasper  county  and  entered  four 
hundred  acres,  transforming  the  land  from  the  wilderness  into  a  highly  productive 
farm.  He  became  one  of  the  prominent  men  of  his  section  and  passed  his  last 
years  in  O’Brien  county.  He  died  in  1888  at  the  age  of  seventy-three  years. 
The  beloved  wife  and  mother  spent  her  last  years  at  Spirit  Lake,  Iowa.  There 
were  nine  children  in  their  family,  seven  of  whom  are  now  living. 

Mr.  Davis  of  this  review  came  with  his  parents  to  Iowa  at  nine  years  of 
age  and  received  his  early  education  in  the  little  log  schoolhouse  in  Jasper  county 
in  the  neighborhood  of  the  farm  upon  which  he  was  reared.  -After  reaching  the 
age  of  manhood  he  devoted  his  attention  to  farming  until  the  time  of  the  Civil 
war,  when  he  responded  to  the  call  for  soldiers  to  defend  the  Union,  and  enlisted 
at  Knoxville,  in  Marion  county,  in  Company  G,  Seventeenth  Iowa  Volunteers, 
and  served  ten  months,  being  assigned  to  guard  and  hospital  duty.  Returning 
home  he  later  became  identified  with  mercantile  business,  to  which  he  devoted  the 
principal  years  of  his  life.  He  conducted  a  store  at  Prairie  City,  Iowa,  fifteen 
years  and  then  removed  to  Des  Moines,  where  he  was  engaged  in  the  same  line 
of  business  two  years.  He  then  went  to  Paullina,  O’Brien  county,  and  after 
three  years  took  up  his  residence  at  south  Mitchellville,  where  he  successfully 
conducted  a  store  for  seven  years.  In  1903  he  was  appointed  postmaster  of 
Mitchellville  by  President  Roosevelt  and  was  reappointed  by  President  Taft. 
His  services  have  proven  highly  satisfactory,  as  he  is  an  excellent  public  official, 
sparing  no  time  or  pains  in  performing  his  duties  so  as  to  meet  the  full  require¬ 
ments  of  the  service. 

In  1864  Mr.  Davis  was  united  in  marriage  at  Prairie  City,  Jasper  county,  to 
Miss  Rebecca  Meanes,  who  died  in  1904,  and  subsequently  he  was  again  married, 
the  lady  of  his  choice  being  Miss  Susan  J.  Wetzel.  Politically,  ever  since  arriv¬ 
ing  at  the  age  of  maturity  he  has  been  an  ardent  supporter  of  the  republican 
party.  He  has  been  an  active  worker  in  its  behalf  and  has  served  in  many  con¬ 
ventions,  being  a  member  of  the  convention  that  elected  Hon.  Leslie  M.  Shaw 
as  secretary  of  the  treasury.  He  has  served  in  many  elective  and  appointive 
offices,  and  for  six  years  filled  with  great  acceptance  the  position  of  trustee  of 
the  Iowa  Industrial  School  at  Eldora.  Fraternally,  he  is  a  valued  member  of 
Warr  Post,  No.  17,  G.  A.  R.,  and  is  past  commander  of  that  organization. 
Religiously,  he  is  identified  with  the  Methodist  church. 
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As  a  soldier,  business  man  and  public  official,  and  also  in  the  various  other 
relations  of  life  Mr.  Davis  has  displayed  the  qualities  of  energy,  efficiency  and 
self-reliance  that  lead  to  the  accomplishment  of  worthy  objects.  He  is,  therefore, 
accorded  the  respect  of  the  entire  community,  which  he  has  richly  earned  by 
his  uniform  kindness  and  courtesy. 


EDWARD  BAKER  EVANS. 

Few  instances  parallel  the  history  of  Edward  Baker  Evans,  who  entered 
a  law  school  for  the  first  time  as  instructor.  No  collegiate  training  equipped  him 
for  the  life  work  in  which  he  has  attained  success,  prominence  and  honor.  He 
is  today  widely  known  as  an  instructor  and  author,  having  contributed  largely  to 
the  literature  of  the  profession,  while  in  Drake  University  he  occupies  the  po¬ 
sition  of  dean  of  the  law  department.  A  native  of  Davis  county,  Iowa,  Mr. 
Evans  was  born  February  2,  1861,  of  the  marriage  of  Joseph  Vance  and  Nancy 
(Childers)  Evans,  the  former  descended  from  Welsh  ancestry,  who  settled  in 
Tennessee,  while  the  latter  came  of  Irish  ancestry,  representatives  of  which 
lived  in  Illinois  at  an  early  day.  Joseph  V.  Evans,  born  in  Tennessee,  came 
to  Iowa  in  1851,  casting  in  his  lot  with  the  early  settlers  of  the  state.  Within 
its  borders  he  followed  farming  and  stock-shipping  up  to  the  time  of  his  death, 
which  occurred  on  the  24th  of  October,  1877.  He  had  for  two  years  survived 
his  wife,  who  died  011  the  19th  of  May,  1875. 

Edward  B.  Evans,  one  of  a  family  of  nine  children,  was  reared  on  the  old 
homestead  farm  and  his  first  instruction  aside  from  the  training  of  the  home 
was  obtained  in  a  little  log  schoolhouse  in  Perry  township,  Davis  county.  Some 
years  later  he  continued  his  education  in  the  Bloomfield  (Iowa)  high  school, 
where  he  pursued  a  three  years’  course  to  the  spring  of  1879.  After  putting- 
aside  his  text-books  he  was  apprenticed  to  learn  the  marble  carver’s  trade,  which 
he  followed  for  a  period  of  six  years,  and  while  thus  working  with  the  slab 
and  chisel  there  awoke  in  him  the  ambition  to  seek  broader  fields  in  more  in¬ 
tellectual  lines,  and  he  took  up  the  study  of  law,  devoting  every  spare  moment 
to  the  mastery  of  legal  principles.  Night  after  night  he  pored  over  Blackstone, 
Kent  and  other .  commentaries  and  text-books,  and  in  January,  1888,  succeeded 
in  passing  the  examination  before  the  supreme  court  at  Des*  Moines,  whereby 
he  secured  admission  to  the  bar.  He  determined  to  remain  in  the  capital  city, 
and  in  May  of  that  year  opened  a  law  office  on  East  Fifth  street  in  East  Des 
Moines,  where  he  remained  until  1894.  In  that  year  he  was  appointed  by  Grover 
Cleveland  register  of  the  government  land  office,  comprising  all  of  the  consol¬ 
idated  land  offices  of  the  state  of  Iowa.  He  occupied  the  position  continuously 
until  July,  1897,  when  he  resigned  and  resumed  the  practice  of  law,  in  which 
he  continued  for  ten  years,  or  until  1907.  In  the  meantime,  in  igoi,  he  had 
become  secretary  of  the  Drake  Law  School  and  a  member  of  the  law  faculty. 
He  remained,  however,  in  active  practice  until  1907,  when,  under  the  term  of 
Judge  Cole,  he  was  elected  dean  of  the  law  faculty,  after  which  Judge  Cole 
retired.  Mr.  Evans  is  still  at  the  head  of  the  law  department  of  Drake  and  un¬ 
der  his  guidance  the  law  course  has  been  broadened  and  its  efficiency  promoted. 
Never  had  he  been  connected  with  a  law  school  until  he  entered  Drake  as  a 
teacher.  His  ability  had  previously  been  recognized  by  the  university,  which 
in  1903  had  conferred  upon  him  the  Master  of  Law  degree.  He  has  ’written 
much  for  the  literature  of  the  profession  and  was  one  of  the  associate  editors 
of  the  American  Cyclopedia  of  Pleadings  and  Practice,  a  thirty-two  volume 
law  publication.  His  special  work  was  the  preparation  of  a  chapter  on  Pen¬ 
dency  of  Actions.  He  has  now  in  preparation  a  text-book  on  Insurance  Law, 
planned  and  printed  especially  for  teaching  in  law  schools.  Aside  from  the 
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work  he  is  now  doing  in  authorship  and  in  the  educational  field  he  is  one  of 
the  directors  and  attorney  for  the  American  Life  Insurance  Company. 

Mr.  Evans  has  also  done  important  work  in  fraternal  societies  and  in  pub¬ 
lic  relations.  His  political  allegiance  was  given  to  the  democracy  until  1899, 
since  which  time  he  has  advocated  republican  principles.  He  left  the  ranks  of 
the  democratic  party  because  of  its  attitude  on  the  liquor  question  in  the 
advocacy  of  licensing  of  saloons.  Mr.  Evans  is  a  strong  temperance  advocate 
and  has  done  active  work  in  the  interest  of  prohibition.  He  was  for  years  a 
member  of  the  headquarters  committee  of  the  Anti-Saloon  League,  and  he  has 
done  all  in  his  power  to  suppress  the  evils  of  intemperance.  He  is  a  member 
of  Capital  Lodge,  No.  no,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.  He  is  also  a  member  of  University 
Lodge  of  Odd  Fellows,  the  University  Lodge  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  the 
Brotherhood  of  American  Yeomen,  Lincoln  Camp,  No.  n,  M.  W.  A.,'  the  De¬ 
gree  of  Honor  and  the  Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen.  Fie  has  filled  the 
office  of  grand  master  workman  for  the  state  of  the  last  named  for  the  past  six 
years.  He  is  likewise  a  member  of  Grant  Club  and  holds  membership  in  the 
First  Methodist  church  of  Des  Moines. 

In  Winterset,  Iowa,  on  the  18th  of  December,  1881,  Mr.  Evans  was  married 
to  Miss  Nettie  Motley,  who  was  born  in  Warren  county.  They  have 
one  son,  Frederick  Vance  Evans,  who  was  born  July  19,  1883,  and  af¬ 
ter  reaching  manhood  was  married  to  Miss  Mae  Weisbrod,  a  native  of  Des 
Moines.  He  is  now  at  the  head  of  the  vocal  department  of  the  Conservatory 
of  Music  of  Highland  Park  College.  Mr.  Evans  attributes  not  a  little  of 
his  success  to  the  encouragement,  help  and  advice  of  his  wife,  a  lady  of  rare 
attainments  and  sound  practical  judgment.  His  is  a  notable  example  of  the 
fact  that  character  and  ability  will  come  to  the  front  anywhere.  A  poor  boy, 
from  the  age  of  sixteen  years  he  had  been  dependent  upon  his  own  resources 
not  only  for  the  attainment  of  success  but  also  for  the  acquirement  of  an  educa¬ 
tion,  which  has  constituted  the  basic  element  of  his  professional  advancement. 
Spurred  on  by  laudable  ambition,  persevering  in  the  face  of  all  obstacles,  and 
meeting  each  difficulty  with  determined  effort,  he  has  come  off  victor  in  the 
strife.  1  he  mental  powers  with  which  nature  endowed  him  he  has  made  the 
basis  of  broad  scholarly  attainment  and  his  record  is  today  a  credit  and  honor 
to  the  state  and  to  the  profession  which  has  honored  him. 


JOSEPH  B.  DAVIS. 

Joseph  B.  Davis,  now  deceased,  for  a  number  of  years  in  the  marble  business 
at  Des  Moines,  will  be  clearly  remembered  as  one  of  the  earnest  and  efficient 
members  of  the  community  during  the  time  when  this  city  was  beginning  to 
attain  prominence  as  one  of  the  growing  municipalities  of  Iowa.  He  was  a  man 
of  many  noble  characteristics  that  attracted  others  and  gained  for  him  a  promi¬ 
nent  place  in  their  regard.  A  native  of  the  Buckeye  state,  he  was  born  on  a 
farm  in  Guernsey  county,  in  1842,  a  son  of  William  and  Leah  (Kinney)  Davis. 
The  father  moved  with  his  family  to  Mount  Pleasant,  Iowa,  in  1856  and  after 
retiring  from  active  business  took  up  his  residence  on  Grand  Avenue  in  Des 
Moines,  where  he  continued  during  the  remainder  of  his  life.  He  was  for  many 
years  one  of  the  large  bridge  builders  of  the  state  and  erected  many  of  the 
first  bridges  over  important  streams  in  Iowa. 

Joseph  B.  Davis  grew  up  under  the  paternal  roof  and  received  his  early 
education  in  the  public  schools  of  Ohio,  coming  with  his  parents  at  fourteen  years 
of  age  to  this  state.  At  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  war  he  had  arrived  at  the 
age  of  nineteen  years  and.  like  thousands  of  patriotic  young  men  throughout  the 
north,  promptly  offered  his  services  to  the  government,  becoming  a  member 
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of  the  First  Iowa  Volunteers.  He  participated  with  his  regiment  in  many 
of  the  important  battles  and  movements  of  the  war,  always  responding  to  the 
call  of  duty  and  acquitting  himself  in  such  a  way  as  to  elicit  the  warmest 
approval  of  the  officers  of  his  company.  After  receiving  his  honorable  discharge 
he  returned  to  his  home  in  Fairfield,  Iowa,  where  he  conducted  a  marble  busi¬ 
ness  until  1868.  He  then  came  to  Des  Moines  and  continued  in  the  marble 
business,  being  general  manager  of  the  Iowa  Monument  Company  the  last  year 
of  his  life.  He  was  called  away  June  24,  1889,  in  the  midst  of  an  active  career, 
being  then  forty-seven  years  of  age.  He  possessed  good  business  judgment  and, 
having  a  pleasing  address  and  a  convincing  manner,  attained  a  high  standing 
among  his  business  associates  and  also  in  the  estimation  of  the  people  of  the 
community.  By  diligence  and  perseverance  he  acquired  a  competence  and  was 
known  as  one  of  the  substantial  men  of  the  city.  Fraternally  he  was  identified 
with  Joe  Hooker  and  Crocker  Posts,  G.  A.  R. 

In  1863  Mr.  Davis  was  united  in  marriage  to  Phoebe  E.  Hutzinger,  of  Fair- 
field,  Iowa,  whose  parents  came  from  Schuylkill  county,  Pennsylvania,  to  Jeffer¬ 
son  county,  Iowa,  in  1856.  Of  this  union  seven  children  were  born,  namely: 
Lilian,  now  Mrs.  F.  L.  Kauffman;  Frank  and  Harry,  both  of  whom  are  engaged 
in  the  grocery  business;  Bessie,  now  Mrs.  S.  P.  Ives,  of  Des  Moines;  Benson; 
Mayme,  now  Mrs.  B.  B.  Everett  of  Des  Moines;  and  Paul.  Mrs.  Davis  still 
resides  in  Des  Moines  in  the  home  which  is  endeared  to  her  by  many  associa¬ 
tions.  She  is  a  lady  of  unusual  intelligence  and  discrimination  and  in  her  chil¬ 
dren,  all  of  whom  are  now  useful  members  of  society,  she  has  found  a  comfort 
that  she  richly  enjoys. 


Andrew  McCauley. 

Andrew  McCauley  is  one  of  the  native  and  prosperous  farmers  and  stock- 
men  of  Washington  township,  Polk  county,  his  well  improved  farm  paying  sub¬ 
stantial  tribute  to  the  care  and  labor  bestowed  upon  it.  He  was  born  on  the 
5th  of  July,  1866,  a  son  of  Samuel  and  Annie  (Beltz)  McCauley,  natives  of 
Ireland  and  Austria  respectively.  The  father  spent  the  first  seventeen  years  of 
his  life  on  the  Emerald  isle,  after  which  he  sought  the  opportunities  of  the 
new  world,  coming  to  America  in  July,  1850.  He  landed  at  Philadelphia  and 
for  a  time  was  engaged  as  a  farm  hand  in  the  vicinity  of  that  city,  subsequently, 
however,  taking  up  an  apprenticeship  in  the  blacksmith  trade.’  He  was  thus 
employed  for  only  eight  months,  after  which  he  came  to  Iowa  and  worked  in 
a  sawmill  in  Des  Moines  for  a  time,  after  which  he  returned  again  to  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  where  he  worked  in  a  malt  house  for  three  vears.  Again  returning 
to  Polk  county,  Iowa, _  he  took  up  agricultural  pursuits’ here  and  is  still  giving 
his  attention  to  that  line  of  activity,  being  the  owner  of  considerable  valuable 
farm  land  in  this  county.  He  now  makes  his  home  on  one  of  his  farms  in 
Elkhart  township.  His  complete  sketch  appears  on  another  page  of  this  work. 

In  his  native  county  Andrew  McCauley  was  reared  and  educated,  passing 
through  consecutive  grades  until  his  graduation  from  high  school,  and  he  also 
had  the. benefit  of  a  course  of  study  at  Drake  University  at  Des  Moines.  After 
completing  his  studies  he  returned  to  the  home  farm  and  remained  with  his 
parents  until  twenty-three  years  of  age,  when  he  went  to  Pittsburg,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  and  there  learned  the  baker's  trade.  He  remained  in  that  city  for  two 
years,  after  which  he  returned  to  Polk  county  and  took  up  agricultural  pur¬ 
suits,  renting  a  farm  from  his  father  which  he  operated  for  two  years.  At 
the  end  of  that  time  he  purchased  eighty  acres  in  Washington  township  and  at 
once  set  about  its  further  improvement  and  development.  This  still  remains  his 
home  place  and  under  his  careful  supervision  he  brought  it  under  a  high  state 
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of  cultivation,  while  he  has  also  equipped  it  with  all  of  the  conveniences  and 
accessories  of  a  model  farm.  Altogether  he  is  operating  three  hundred  and 
twenty  acres,  a  large  portion  of  which  he  rents,  and  in  his  undertaking  is  meet¬ 
ing  with  well  merited  success.  In  his  pastures  are  found  a  good  grade  of  stock, 
for  he  keeps  on  hand  about  sixty  head  of  cattle,  fifteen  head  of  horses  and 
raises  annually  for  the  market  about  one  hundred  head  of  hogs. 

Mr.  McCauley  was  married,  on  the  ist  of  September,  1891,  to  Miss  Sapho 
Lane,  a  daughter  of  Bradford  B.  and  Nannie  (Brown)  Lane,  the  former  a 
native  of  Canada  and  the  latter  of  Rhode  Island.  The  father,  a  minister  by 
occupation,  came  to  Iowa  at  an  early  day,  preaching  in  Hardin  county  several 
years.  In  1873  he  arrived  in  Polk  county  and  purchased  a  farm  in  Washington 
township,  in  the  operation  and  improvement  of  which  he  has  since  engaged.  He 
has  now  reached  the  ripe  old  age  of  seventy-three  years,  while  his  wife  passed 
away  in  December,  1903. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  McCauley  have  been  born  six  children,  namely :  Andrew  F., 
aged  sixteen  years ;  Harold  W.,  aged  fourteen  years ;  Sapho  Blanche,  aged  eleven 
years ;  Mildred,  aged  nine  years ;  Helen  Doris,  aged  eight  years ;  and  Dorothy, 
aged  six  years. 

The  parents  are  members  of  the  Evangelical  church.  Fraternally  Mr.  Mc¬ 
Cauley  belongs  to  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and  is  also  a  charter 
member  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias  lodge  of  Maxwell.  Since  age  conferred  upon 
him  the  right  of  franchise  he  has  given  stalwart  support  to  the  republican  party, 
and  for  some  years  has  served  as  justice  of  the  peace  of  Washington  township 
In  business  he  has  met  with  creditable  success,  for  he  is  industrious,  enterprising 
and  straightforward  in  all  transactions,  and  his  upright  character  and  true  per¬ 
sonal  worth  have  won  him  the  confidence  and  regard  of  his  neighbors  and  fellow 
citizens. 


DAVID  E.  MILLER. 

A  highly  improved  farm  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres,  located  in  Bloom¬ 
field  township,  is  the  visible  evidence  of  the  success  which  has  attended  the 
efforts  of  David  E.  Miller,  for  he  started  out  in  the  business  world  in  a  humble 
capacity  and  today  stands  among  the  substantial  and  representative  farmers  of 
Polk  county.  He  was  born  in  Pierceton,  Indiana,  March  19,  1866,  a  son  of 
Louis  and  Sarah  (Sherrick)  Miller,  who  were  natives  of  Ohio.  In  early  life 
the  father  was  employed  as  clerk  in  a  store  and  later  engaged  in  the  hardware 
business  in  Canton,  Ohio,  being  for  many  years  classed  among  the  successful 
business  men  of  that  city.  He  died  there  in  1879,  having  survived  his  wife  a 
few  years,  for  her  death  occurred  in  1871. 

David  E.  Miller  was  quite  young  when  taken  by  his  parents  from  his  native 
state  of  Indiana  to  Canton,  Ohio,  and  in  the  schools  of  the  latter  place  he 
acquired  his  education.  His  advantages  in  this  direction,  however,  were  quite 
limited,  for  at  the  early  age  of  twelve  years  he  came  R>  Iowa  and  for  four  years 
worked  at  farm  labor  in  the  employ  of  Reuben  Youtz.  He  then  went  west  and 
for  four  years  worked  on  cattle  ranches,  spending  his  time  in  Colorado,  Wy¬ 
oming  and  Montana.  At  the  age  of  twenty  years  he  returned  to  Polk  county 
and  invested  his  money  in  two  hundred  and  eighty  acres  of  undeveloped  land. 
He  immediately  began  to  clear  and  improve  his  land  and  at  the  end  of  five 
years  had  converted  it  into  a  valuable  property,  so  that  he  was  able  to  dispose 
of  it  to  good  advantage.  He  then  took  up  his  abode  in  Des  Moines  and  for 
one  year  conducted  a  restaurant  in  the  city.  At  the  end  of  that  period  he  once 
more  took  up  farming,  on  a  tract  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  in  Bloom¬ 
field  township,  and  this  farm  he  has  owned  to  the  present  time.  Mr.  Miller  has 
made  all  the  improvements  on  the  place,  having  erected  a  fine  modern  country 
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home  and  substantial  outbuildings  for  the  shelter  of  grain  and  stock.  He  raises 
the  various  cereals  best  adapted  to  the  soil  and  each  year  his  labors  are  rewarded 
by  abundant  crops. 

It  was  in  January,  1889,  that  ^r-  filler  made  arrangements  for  having  a 
home  of  his  own,  by  his  marriage  to  Miss  Laura  E.  Graves,  a  daughter  of 
Louis  and  Jane  (Dodd)  Graves.  'Her  parents,  natives  of  Indiana,  came  to 
Iowa  in  an  early  day  and  have  since  continued  to  make  their  home  in  Bloomfield 
township,  the  father  being  still  actively  connected  with  agricultural  pursuits.  The 
marriage  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Miller  has  been  blessed  with  six  children,  four  daugh¬ 
ters  and  two  sons,  namely :  Mabel  M.,  who  at  the  age  of  twenty  years,  is  en¬ 
gaged  in  teaching  school ;  David  Louis,  who  at  the  age  of  eighteen  is  a  high- 
school  student  in  Valley  Junction;  Eva  sixteen  years  of  age  and  now  in 
school;  Grace  J.,  aged  eight  years,  and  also  attending  school;  and  Onna  M.  and 
Eugene  S.,  aged  respectively  three  and  two  years. 

Mr.  Miller’s  study  of  the  political  issues  and  questions  of  the  day  has  led 
him  to  give  stalwart  support  to  the  republican  party.  For  one  term  he  filled 
the  office  of  road  supervisor  and  is  now  acting  as  school  director.  In  his  fra¬ 
ternal  relations  he  is  a  Mason,  while  religiously  he  and  his  family  are  identified 
with  the  Congregational  church.  Coming  to  Polk  county  at  an  early  age,  Air. 
Miller  was  favorably  impressed  with  the  advantages  and  opportunities  that 
seemed  open  in  the  agricultural  field,  and  although  he  went  to  the  far  west  to 
gain  his  real  start  in  life,  was  eager  to  return  to  this  state  to  make  his  perma¬ 
nent  abode.  In  the  years  that  have  since  passed  he  has  worked  earnestly  and 
persistently  and  today  finds  a  place  among  the  substantial  and  successful  citizens 
of  Bloomfield  township  and  Polk  county. 


GEORGE  B.  LAWRENCE. 

For  the  past  thirteen  years  postmaster  of  Commerce,  Iowa,  and  also  actively 
identified  with  the  business  interests  of  the  town,  George  B.  Lawrence  occupies 
a  prominent  place  in  the  community.  It  is  entirely  through  his  own  industry 
and  ability  that  he  has  gained  his  present  enviable  standing.  He  was  born  in 
Pennsylvania  May  13,  1840,  a  son  of  William  C.  and  Emily  (Castle)  Lawrence, 
the  former  a  native  of  the  Keystone  state  and  the  latter  of  New  York.  The 
father  was  by  trade  a  mechanic. 

Having  lost  both  parents  when  he  was  a  child  the  subject  of  this  review  took 
up  his  home  with  J.  C.  Reed,  an  attorney  of  Marion  county,  Iowa.  He  was 
educated  in  the  district  schools  and  grew  up  upon  a  farm,  which  was  the  home 
of  Mr.  Reed,  continuing  with  his  benefactor  until  he  was  twenty-one  years  of 
age.  He  then  went  to  Columbus,  Ohio,  and  for  five  years  was  clerk  in  a  con¬ 
fectionary  store.  However,  he  was  again  attracted  to  his  old  home  and  re¬ 
turned  to  Iowa  and  assumed  charge  of  a  sawmill  and  a  farm  belonging  to  Mr. 
Reed,  continuing  in  this  employment  until  the  death  of  the  latter,  which  oc¬ 
curred  in  October,  1871. 

Our  subject  was  now  thirty-one  years  of  age,  and  having  decided  to  embark 
in  business  on  his  own  account  he  rented  eighty  acres  of  land,  which  he  cul¬ 
tivated  with  a  goodly  measure  of  success  for  ten  years.  He  then  went  into  the 
restaurant  business  at  Monroe,  Iowa,  but  after  four  years  sold  out  and  en¬ 
gaged  in  farming  for  a  period  of  three  years.  Responding  to  a  desire  to  again 
engage  in  mercantile  pursuits  he  opened  a  notion  store  at  Commerce,  of  which 
he  has  ever  since  been  the  head.  He  has  also  been  postmaster  of  the  town  since 
1897,  discharging  his  duties  in  such  a  way  as  to  meet  the  hearty  approval  of  the 
people. 
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On  the  24th  day  of  December,  1871,  Mr.  Lawrence  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Tabitha  A.  Smith,  a  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Margaret  Smith,  both  of  whom  were 
natives  of  Pennsylvania.  They  came  to  Iowa  and  were  identified  with  the  agri¬ 
cultural  interests  of  this  state.  Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lawrence  one  child,  Anna 
Bell,  was  born.  Mr.  Lawrence  was  called  upon  to  mourn  the  departure  of  his 
beloved  wife,  who  died  March  14,  1898,  and  his  home  was  again  visited  by  death 
on  March  23,  1906,  when  his  only  daughter  was  called  away. 

He  has  bravely  borne  his  afflictions,  being  a  consistent  member  of  the  Chris¬ 
tian  church  and  a  firm  believer  that  in  the  end  an  all  wise  providence  will  make 
all  things  right.  Since  arriving  at  the  age  of  manhood  he  has  given  his  adher¬ 
ence  to  the  republican  party,  and  while  living  in  Marion  county  served  for  two 
years  as  township  clerk.  By  the  practice  of  economy  and  thrift  he  accumulated 
a  competence  and  he  has  the  satisfaction  of  being  in  possession  of  a  comfortable 
maintenance  for  the  remainder  of  his  life  and  also  of  having  earned  the  grati¬ 
tude  of  many  to  whom  he  has  been  a  true  friend. 


HIRAM  BATTLES. 

A  resident  of  Polk  county  for  twenty-six  years  and  highly  successful  in  his 
business  as  an  agriculturist  and  stockraiser,  Hiram  Battles,  deceased,  is  remem¬ 
bered  by  many  as  a  man  of  generous  and  noble  character  whose  personal  worth 
was  recognized  by  all  who  knew  him.  He  was  called  to  his  final  rest  in  1892. 
A  native  of  Ohio,  he  was  born  in  1838.  Pie  received  advantages  of  education 
in  the  common  schools  of  the  Buckeye  state  and  later  removed  to  Iowa,  and 
at  the  time  of  the  Civil  war  valiantly  responded  to  President  Lincoln’s  call  for 
soldiers  to  defend  the  union.  He  enlisted  in  the  Second  Iowa  Cavalry  and 
served  for  four  years  and  three  months,  being  honorably  discharged  as  second 
lieutenant  of  his  company.  After  the  war  he  worked  for  his  brother  Reriah 
in  Jasper  county,  Iowa.  In  1866  he  removed  to  Polk  county  and  settled  on 
eighty  acres  of  wild  land  in  Franklin  township,  which  he  industriously  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  improve,  erecting  a  residence,  barn,  outbuildings  and  fences,  and  culti¬ 
vating  the  land  until  he  brought  it  to  a  high  state  of  productiveness.  He  also 
engaged  in  stockraising  and  prospered  to  such  an  extent  that  he  became  owner 
of  seven  hundred  acres  of  good  land  in  this  county. 

In  1866  Mr.  Battles  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Susan  E.  Lacey,  a 
native  of  Carter  county,  Tennessee,  daughter  of  Issac  T.  and  Mary  Jane  (Boyd) 
Lacey,  both  of  whom  were  born  in  Carter  county,  Tennessee.  The  father’s  natal 
day  was  June  17,  1821.  He  came  to  Jasper  county,  Iowa  in  1854  and  located 
upon  two  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  government  land.  In  1872  he  came  to 
Polk  county  and  acquired  several  hundred  acres  of  land  in  Franklin  township, 
being  very  active  in  township  affairs.  He  died  in  Mitchellville  in  March,  1909. 
The  beloved  wife  and  mother  was  called  away  in  1902.  There  were  thirteen 
children  in  the  family,  seven  of  whom  grew  to  maturity,  namely:  Susan  E., 
who  was  born  January  25,  1846;  George  N.,  born  July  30,  1850;  James  R., 
born  January  6,  1852;  Isaac  F.,  born  November  ix,  1856;  William  H.,  born 
August  25,  1858;  Ulysses  S.,  born  December  6,  1865,  and  Jonathan  L.,  born 
December  17,  1868.  Thirteen  children  came  to  brighten  the  lives  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Battles,  one  of  whom  died  in  infancy,  those  surviving  being:  Isaac,  now  of 
Franklin  township ;  Etna ;  Bertha,  now  the  wife  of  Ledger  Williams,  a  farmer 
of  Polk  county ;  Delmer  who  is  married  and  lives  in  South  Dakota ;  Ephriam, 
who  is  also  married  and  lives  in  Jasper  county;  Frederick,  who  is  married  and 
lives  in  Jasper  county;  Beriah,  of  Franklin  township;  Luella,  now  Mrs.  Bald¬ 
win  of  Mingo,  Jasper  county;  Dora,  now  Mrs.  Hilker  of  Polk  county;  Leroy 
of  Mitchellville ;  Asa,  of  Oregon ;  and  Lloyd. 


864  CITY  OF  DES  MOINES  AND  POLK  COUNTY 

Mr.  Battles  was  a  member  of  the  Methodist  church  at  Valeria,  Iowa,  and 
was  ever  ready  to  assist  in  forwarding  any  course  that  gave  evidence  of  proving 
of  permanent  benefit  to  the  community.  He  conducted  his  affairs  along  lines 
of  the  strictest  honor  and  integrity,  was  loyal  to  his  friendships  and  loved  his 
family  and  his  home.  His  gratifying  success  was  due  to  a  worthy  ambition 
and  an  indefatigable  industry,  difficulties  only  serving  to  strengthen  him  to 
greater  exertions.  Airs.  Battles  continued  to  live  upon  the  old  homestead 
until  January,  1909,  since  which  time  she  has  resided  in  a  beautiful  residence 
at  Alitchellville.  She  has  many  friends  in  this  section,  where  she  has  lived  for 
more  than  forty  years. 


A.  H.  LEONARD,  M.  D. 

For  seven  years  past  in  active  practice  at  Alitchellville,  Dr.  A.  H.  Leonard  is 
also  known  as  an  accomplished  educator  and  scholar  and  a  man  who  has  earned 
the  gratitude  and  friendship  of  many  by  his  great  public  spirit  and  his  interest 
in  the  welfare  of  others.  He  was  born  near  the  city  of  Kingston,  Ontario,  in 
"  rontenac  count),  in  1862,  the  son  of  John  and  Afargaret  (Scott)  Leonard,  who 
are  now  living  in  honorable  retirement  at  Kingston.  The  family  is  of  German- 
Irish  and  Lou  land  Scotch  ancestry  and  its  history  has  been  traced  for  many 
)  ears  back  in  the  British  Isles,  the  progenitors  in  America  having  settled  in 
Canada.  Three  children  were  born  to  Air.  and  Airs.  Leonard,  namely:  A.  H., 
the  subject  of  this  review;  Edith,  who  is  married  and  lives  near  Kingston;  and 
Alaud,  a  graduate  of  the  public  and  high  schools  and  also  of  the  Dominion  Busi¬ 
ness  College,  who  is  now  an  instructor  in  the  Dominion  Business  College  at 
Toronto. 

A.  H.  Leona  1  d  received  his  early  education  in  the  public  schools  of  Frontenac 
count)  and  giaduated  from  the  high  school  in  1877.  He  later  attended  the 
I  ro\  incial  N01  mal  School  at  Ottawa,  Ontario,  completing  the  regular  course 
m  that  institution.  In  1903  he  received  the  degree  of  AI.  D.  from  the  medical 
department  of  Queen’s  University  at  Kingston,  attaining  such  a  high  standing 
in  his  class  that  he  was  given  the  advantage  of  interneship  in  the  general  hospital 
where  he  continued  for  seven  months.  After  leaving  this  institution  he  went 
to  London,  England,  where  he  took  a  post  graduate  course  before  entering  upon 
his  life  work.  Earlier  in  his  career  he  engaged  in  farming  for  two  years  and 
then  taught  school  eight  years  in  Frontenac  county.  In  1888,  believing  that  more 
favorable  opportunities  were  presented  in  this  country  than  in  his  native  land, 
ne  came  to  low  a  and  accepteci  a  position  as  instructor  m  the  State  Industrial 
School  for  Boys  at  Eldora,  Hardin  county.  He  continued  with  this  institution 
nine  years,  during  four  of  which  he  served  as  assistant  superintendent.  In  1897 
he  was  appointed  superintendent  of  the  Girls’  Industrial  School  at  Alitchell- 
ville,  which  position  he  filled  with  great  acceptance  to  the  board  of  directors 
and  all  concerned,  during  the  years  1897,  1898  and  1899.  After  an  absence  of 
several  years,  which  he  devoted  to  a  thorough  preparation  for  the  practice  of 
medicine,  he  returned  to  Alitchellville  in  1904  and  has  since  made  his  home  in 
this  place.  He  practiced  in  partnership  with  Dr.  Hibbs,  as  ITibbs  &  Leonard, 
four  years,  until  1908,  and  since  that  time  has  practiced  alone.  He  has  served 
as  physician  for  the  Industrial  School  for  Girls  and  is  now  examining  physician 
at  Alitchellville  for  a  number  of  old-line  insurance  companies. 

In  1888,  at  Kingston,  Ontario,  Dr.  Leonard  w^as  united  in  marriage  to  Aliss 
Nora  Hughes,  who  w^as  called  away  in  1902,  leaving  a  daughter,  Gladys,  who  is 
now  ten  years  of  age.  In  1903  he  w^as  again  married,  the  lady  of  his  choice 
being  Aliss  Harriet  Gordon.  He  has  been  prominent  in  local  affairs  and  served 
for  four  years,  from  1906  to  1909  inclusively,  as  mayor  of  Alitchellville.  He  is 
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prominently  identified  with  the  Masonic  order  and  has  taken  the  degrees  of  the 
blue  lodge,  chapter  and  commandery.  He  served  as  high  priest  of  the  chapter 
at  Eldora  two  years.  In  religious  belief  he  affiliates  with  the  Methodist  Episco¬ 
pal  church  and  is  now  chairman  of  the  board  of  trustees  of  the  church  at  Mitch- 
ellville.  He  has  been  very  active  in  Sunday  school  work  and  is  prominent  in 
literary  as  well  as  professional  circles.  He  has  been  for  many  years  a  close 
student  and  has  a  large  and  carefully  selected  library,  containing  a  splendid  col¬ 
lection  of  medical  and  surgical  works,  with  which  he  is  thoroughly  acquainted. 
He  owns  a  beautiful  home,  and  maintains  a  well  equipped  office  on  the  second 
floor  of  the  State  Bank  Building  which  would  be  highly  creditable  to  a  physician 
with  a  large  practice  in  a  metropolitan  city.  Thoroughly  conscientious  and 
eminently  equipped  through  training,  study  and  experience,  he  has  gained  marked 
success  in  a  profession  that  calls  for  the  highest  skill  and  talent.  He  is'  a  genial 
and  agreeable  gentleman,  but  at  the  same  time  determined  and  earnest  in  every¬ 
thing  he  undertakes,  so  that  he  is  today  a  leader  in  this  part  of  the  state  and  a 
bulwark  of  strength  in  any  cause  which  he  represents. 


HARRY  PORTER  HOLMES. 

Among  the  optometrists  of  acknowledged  standing  in  the  west,  Dr.  Harry 
Porter  Holmes  of  Des  Moines  deserves  a  high  place,  being  recognized  as  one 
of  the  leading  practitioners  in  his  line  in  the  country.  He  was  born  at  Maquo- 
keta,  Jackson  county,  Iowa,  January  22,  1861,  a  son  of  Edward  James  and  Sarah 
C.  (Hyde)  Holmes.  The  father  was  born  at  Wilson,  Niagara  county,  New 
York,  January  27,  1831,  and  was  a  nephew  of  John  W.  Taylor,  who  for  twenty 
years  was  a  member  of  congress  and  served  as  speaker  of  the  house  of  repre¬ 
sentatives  in  the  sixteenth  and  nineteenth  general  assemblies.  In  the  year  1874 
Edward  J.  Holmes  came  to  Des  Moines,  having  been  elected  clerk  of  the  su¬ 
preme  court  of  Iowa,  which  position  he  filled  until  1883.  He  was  also  for  ten 
years  clerk  of  the  courts  of  Jackson  county,  Iowa,  and  his  death  occurred  in 
Des  Moines  on  the  6th  of  April,  1888.  He  was  married  in  Lockport,  New  York, 
October  18,  1853,  to  Sarah  C.  Hyde,  who  was  born  in  Rochester,  New  York, 
June  1 2,  1831.  She  was  a  great-granddaughter  of  Lord  McBride  and  is  believed 
to  be  one  of  the  heirs  to  Hyde  Park,  in  England.  Mrs.  Holmes’  mother,  with  her 
parents,  settled  in  Des  Moines  the  year  the  soldiers  were  ordered  away  from 
the  fort.  They  at  one  time  owned  and  operated  the  Des  Moines  House  which 
stood  where  the  post  office  is  now  located  on  First  and  Walnut  Streets. 

Harry  Porter  Holmes  acquired  his  preliminary  education  in  the  public  schools 
of  Des  Moines,  being  graduated  from  the  East  high  school  with  the  class  of 
1881.  Soon  afterwards  he  entered  commercial  circles  and  in  1885  established  a 
jewelry  and  optical  business  in  East  Des  Moines,  which  has  steadily  grown  until 
it  is  now  accorded  a  very  extensive  patronage.  The  business  is  now  conducted 
under  the  name  of  the  Holmes-Irving  Company  and  is  one  of  the  leading  estab¬ 
lishments  of  this  character  in  East  Des  Moines.  He  began  work  as  an  opto¬ 
metrist  in  1892  and  in  the  years  following  continued  his  studies,  being  graduated 
from  the  Chicago  Ophthalmic  College  and  Hospital  in  the  class  of  1893.  Subse¬ 
quently,  in  order  to  promote  his  knowledge  and  efficiency,  he  entered  the  McCor¬ 
mick  Optical  College,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1900  and  also  completed 
a  course  in  the  Chicago  College  of  Optics  in  that  year.  He  spared  neither  time 
nor  effort  in  making  himself  thoroughly  familiar  with  every  detail  of  the  calling 
to  which  he  was  strongly  directed  by  talent  and  inclination  and  in  1905  he 
attended  the  La  Grange  College  of  Refraction. 

In  1902  he  removed  his  offices  to  the  Utica  building  in  West  Des  Moines, 
where  he  has  since  remained,  his  patronage  steadily  increasing,  so  that  he  is 
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now  well  known  over  a  wide  region  in  the  west.  He  specializes  on  relieving  eye 
strain  by  adaptation  of  lenses  and  the  development  of  weak  eye  muscles.  Dr. 
Holmes  is  a  highly  intelligent  man.  Quick  of  perception  and  sharp  in  discrimina¬ 
tion,  he  loves  science  for  its  own  sake.  He  is  a  close  student,  an  accurate 
observer  and  is  enthusiastic  and  indefatigable  in  his  efforts  to  learn  tlje  true 
cause  of  disease  and  the  treatment  of  each  case  brought  to  his  attention.  A 
frequent  contributor  to  optical  journals  he  is  widely  known  in  the  special  field 
he  has  chosen,  his  contributions  to  professional  literature  being  extensively 
copied  in  optometrical  publications.  In  1896  he  organized  the  Holmes  Optical 
College,  of  which  he  has  since  been  the  president.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Iowa 
Association  of  Optometrists  and  served  for  six  years  as  its-  president,  beginning 
in  1898.  He  also  belongs  to  the  American  Association  of  Optometrists,  of  which 
he  was  for  one  year  president. 

On  the  22d  of  April,  1884.  Dr.  Holmes  was  united  in  marriage,  in  Des' 
Moines,  to  Miss  Ada  Overman,  a  daughter  of  Dr.  A.  M.  and  M  ah  ala  (Stutsman) 
Overman.  Her  grandparents  were  early  settlers  of  Polk  county.  'Sirs.  Holmes 
is  a  graduate  of  the  East  Des  Moines  high  school  of  the  class  of  1880.  By  her 
marriage  she  has  become  the  mother  of  two  children:  Clara  Louise,  who  was 
born  May  25,  1889,  and  is  a  graduate  of  the  East  Des  Moines  high  school  and  of 
Drake  University;  and  Donald  Edward,  born  January  1,  1891.  and  is  a  graduate 
of  the  East  Des  Moines  high  school.  At  the  present  time  he  is  a  student  in  the 
mechanical  engineering  department  of  the  Iowa  State  Agricultural  College  at 
Ames. 

Politically  Dr.  Holmes  gives  his  support  to  the  republican  party  and  by  reason 
of  his  religious  belief  is  identified  with  the  First  Presbyterian  church  of  East 
Des  Moines.  Fraternally  he  is  identified  with  Home  Lodge,  No.  370,  A.  F.  & 
A.  M. ;  Des  Moines  Lodge.  No.  68.  K.  P.,  of  which  he  is  past  chancellor,  while 
on  several  occasions  he  has  been  delegate  to  the  sessions  of  the  grand  lodge; 
Capital  Lodge,  No.  14,  A.  O.  U.  \V. ;  the  Benevolent  Protective  Order  of  Elks; 
the  Grand  View  Golf  Club;  and  the  Friday  Club  of  East  Des  Moines,  of  which 
he  was  president  for  two  years.  His  high  standing  is  due  to  his  thorough  educa¬ 
tion  and  natural  talents  for  a  profession  which  requires  real  powers  of  dis¬ 
crimination  and  expert  knowledge  of  the  delicate  machinery  of  the  human  system. 
Possessing  tact,  energy  and  ambition,  he  has  met  with  deserved  success,  enjoy¬ 
ing  the  confidence  of  his  fellow  citizens  as  well  as  a  large  and  lucrative  practice. 


HANLEY  BROTHERS. 

For  more  than  a  half  century  the  name  of  Hanley  has  figured  in  connection 
with  the  agricultural  development  of  Polk  county  and  the  brothers,  James,  Jr., 
and  George  P.,  are  now  designated  as  the  most  progressive  farmers  of  this  sec¬ 
tion  of  the  state.  Their  interests  are  large  and  carefully  conducted  and  all  that 
stand  for  improvement  and  advancement  along  agricultural  lines  find  exemplifi¬ 
cation  in  the  work  that  is  done  upon  their  farm.  They  are  sons  of  James  and 
Mary  (Keyes)  Hanley,  who  are  mentioned  elsewhere  in  this  volume.  James 
Hanley,  Jr.,  was  born  in  Polk  county,  September  21,  1864,  and  his  brother, 
George  P.  Hanley,  on  the  25th  of  March.  1867.  Their  youthful  days  were  spent 
under  the  parental  roof  and  their  educational  opportunities  were  those  afforded 
by  the  public  schools  of  the  community  in  which  they  lived.  The  boys  remained 
at  home  with  their  parents  until  the  father's  death,  at  which  time  they  came  into 
possession  of  the  farm,  which  the  father  had  acquired  through  untiring  effort. 
The  practical  training  which  they  had  received  in  youth  concerning  the  most 
efficient  methods  of  tilling  the  soil  stood  them  in  good  stead  when  they  became 
owners  of  the  property.  Whatever  tends  to  promote  advancement  in  husbandry 


CITY  OF  DES  MOINES  AND  POLK  COUNTY 


867 


receives  their  indorsement  and  every  modern  idea  is  always  given  a  trial  by 
them  if  it  presents  a  practical  phase.  They  have  studied  the  question  of  farming 
from  the  scientific  standpoint  as  well  and  have  not  only  demonstrated  the  worth 
of  the  methods  which  they  follow,  but  are  also  able  to  give  a  reason  therefor, 
hrom  time  to  time  they  have  extended  the  boundaries  of  their  property  until 
they  now  own  twenty-five  hundred  acres,  all  in  Jefferson  township.  This  they 
have  improved  very  greatly  and  are  now  largely  engaged  in  the  live  stock  busi¬ 
ness,  keeping  on  hand  generally  from  three  hundred  to  eight  hundred  head  of 
cattle.  They  also  raise  about  eight  hundred  head  of  hogs  each  year  and  have 
about  thirty-five  head  of  horses  upon  their  place.  They  cultivate  the  greater 
pait  of  their  extensive  lands  and  rent  a  portion.  Their  fields  are  carefully  tilled 
and  return  golden  harvests  as  a  reward  for  the  labor  bestowed  upon  them. 
Ut  ier  avenues  of  usefulness  have  opened  to  them  and  they  are  now  proprietors 
o  the  Gi  anger  Elevator,  of  Granger,  Iowa,  and  are  also  conducting  a  similar 
business  under  the  name  of  the  Granger  Elevator  Company,  at  Madrid,  Iowa. 
I  hey  have  likewise  become  important  factors  in  the  grain  trade  at  other  points 
by  establishing  and  conducting  elevators  at  Gardner  and  at  Herrold,  Iowa  Their 
landed  possessions  include  property  in  Texas  and  at  all  times  their  investments 
nave  been  judiciously  made  so  that  excellent  results  are  attained  in  the  conduct 
of  their  business  affairs. 

Both  brothers  are  members  of  the  Des  Moines  Lodge,  No.  98,  B.  P  O  E 
and  James  Hanley  is  a  member  of  the  Knights  of  Columbus.  Both  hol’d  mem¬ 
bership  m  the  Catholic  church  and  give  their  political  allegiance  to  the  demo¬ 
cratic  party,  although  they  never  actively  participate  in  political  affairs,  preferring 
to  concentrate  their  entire  time  and  attention  upon  the  development  of  their  per¬ 
sonal  interests,  in  which  they  have  met  with  enviable  success.  Each  year  has 
chronicled  then  progress  along  the  lines  in  which  they  have  labored  and  their 
work  has  set  the  standard  for  progressive  farming  in  Polk  county. 


FRANK  R.  KIMBLE. 

In  the  list  of  well  established  citizens  of  Bloomfield  township  is  to  be  found 
the  name  of  Frank  R.  Kimble,  the  owner  of  a  valuable  forty-acre  farm  which  he 
has  brought  to  a  high  state  of  cultivation.  He  also  owns  other  property  and  is 
recognized  as  one  of  the  intelligent  and  progressive  men  of  the  county  He 

was  born  in  this  county  January  - ,  1873,  son  of  Charles  F.  and  Martha 

(Fames)  Kimble,  the  former  born  m  New  York  and  the  latter  in  Indiana  They 
came  to  Iowa  in  the  winter  of  1858  and  Mr.  Kimble  began  farming  in  Polk  * 
county..  Subsequently  he  purchased  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  in  Bloomfield 
township,  upon  which  he  established  his  homestead.  Here  he  continued  to 
reside  until  November,  1909,  when  he  retired  and  moved  to  Valley  Junction, 
taking  up  his  residence  at  Second  and  Maple  streets.  The  beloved  wife  and 
mother  was  called  away  in  1896. 

Frank  R.  Kimble  grew  up  on  the  home  farm  in  Polk  county  and  attended 
the  . district  schools,  later,  becoming  a  student  of  Highland  Park  college  at  Des 
Moines.  He  remained  with  his  parents  until  nineteen  years  of  age,  when  he  ac¬ 
cepted  a  position  in  a  grocery  store  at  Des  Moines.  After  one  year,  however  he 
transferred  his  allegiance  to  J.  E.  Schonneman,  proprietor  of  a  grocery  store  at 
t  e  corner  of  Sixth  and  School  streets,  and  continued  for  ten  years  in  his  employ- 
ment,  gaining  a  practical  knowledge  of  business  that  has  been  of  very  great 
value  as.  applied  to  agriculture  and  stock-raising.  Giving  up  his  position  in  mer¬ 
cantile  life  Mr.  Kimble  purchased  forty  acres  of  good  land  in  Bloomfield  town¬ 
ship,  upon  which  he  erected  a  handsome  residence,  a  good  barn  and  other  out¬ 
buildings,  making  a  very  attractive  home.  His  farm  is  well  improved  and 
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yields  handsome  annual  returns.  He  is  also  the  owner  of  a  ten  acre  peac 
orchard  in  Missouri,  which  has  proven  a  good  investment. 

On  the  14th  day  of  June,  1899,  Mr.  Kimble  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Nora  Mitchell,  daughter  of  Martin  B.,  and  Julia  A.  (Hitchcock)  Mitchell,  t  e 
former  a  native  of  Maine  and  the  latter  of  Illinois.  The  father  in  his  early  man¬ 
hood  engaged  in  mining,  but  subsequently  moved  to  a  farm  in  Nebraska,  where 
he  continued  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1903-  The  mother  is  still  living 

in  Nebraska.  ......  ,  D  ,lfl 

Mr.  Kimble  and  his  wife  are  sincere  believers  in  the  inspiration  of  the  Bible 

and  hold  membership  in  the  Methodist  church.  He  is  an  earnest  friend  of  educa¬ 
tion  and  has  served  as  secretary  of  the  school  board  of  Bloomfield  township. 
Politically,  he  is  identified  with  the  republican  party  and  fraternally,  with  t  e 
Maccabees.  He  belongs  to -the  younger  element  among  the  farmers  upon  whose 
shoulders  will  rest  a  large  share  of  the  responsibilities  after  the  fathers  have 
passed  from  the  scene.  As  he  has  always  made  use  of  strictly  honorable  methods 
in  business  he  is  fully  entitled  to  the  respect  in  which  he  is  held  by  all  to  whom 

he  is  known. 


ARCHIBALD  K.  STEWART. 

In  every  community  there  are  always  to  be  found  a  few  citizens  who  con¬ 
sider  their  public  duties  and  civic  responsibilities  paramount  to  all  other  inter¬ 
ests  Amon°-  such  in  Des  Moines  must  be  numbered  Archibald  K.  Stewart,  who 
did  such  notable  work  on  behalf  of  the  public  school  system  and  the  city  charter. 
He  is  a  native  of  Iowa,  having  been  born  near  Grand  A  iew,  Louisa  county,  on 
the  26th  of  April,  1859,  his  parents  being  Archibald  K.  and  Mary  A.  (Lawrence) 
Stewart  He  is  of  Scotch  Irish  extraction,  his  ancestors  having  emigrated  from 
the  mother  country  to  America  long  prior  to  the  Revolution,  m  which  war  two  of 
his  great-great-grandfathers,  John  Stewart  and  John  Robinson  participated. 
The  former  enlisted  from  Carlisle,  Pennsylvania,  and  the  latter  from  Virginia, 
but  after  the  close  of  hostilities  both  located  in  Beaver  county,  Pennsylvania 
and  there  A.  K.  Stewart,  the  son  of  Archibald  and  Mary  (Kennedy)  Stewart 
was  born  on  the  23d  of  March,  1820.  Archibald  K.  Stewart  Sr.,  was  twice 
married,  eight  children  being  born  of  the  first  marriage  and  three  of  the  last 
while  ten  attained  maturity,  nine  of  whom  are  still  surviving.  The  following 
were  born  of  the  first  marriage:  Lavina;  J.  W. ;  A.  E. ;  A.  K. ;  Eliza  Jane,  now 
Mrs.  E.  J.  Erdice;  Mary  A. ;  Louis  B. ;  and  one  child  who  died  in  infancy,  three 
children:  Grace,  Lee  and  Daisy,  were  born  of  the  second  union. 

The  first  five  years  of  Archibald  K.  Stewart’s  life  were  spent  on  the  farm 
where  he  was  born  but  in  1865  the  family  removed  to  Washington  county,  locat- 
ing  upon  a  farm  five  miles  east  of  Washington,  where  they  continued  to  reside 
until  1876  when  they  became  residents  of  Keota.  Being  reared  upon  a  farm  ilr. 
Stewart  acquired  his  education  in  the  district  schools  of  Washington  county 
the  winter  sessions  of  which  he  attended  and  at  such  times  as  he  could  be  spared 
from  the  work  of  the  homestead  in  the  spring  and  fall  until  1874  at  which 
time  he  entered  the  academy  at  Washington  where  he  remained  for  two  years. 
As  the  family  removed  to  Keota  at  the  expiration  of  that  time,  he  complete 
his  preliminary  education  in  the  high  school  of  that  town,  following  which  he 
took  a  law  course  in  the  State  University  at  Iowa  City,  being  awarded  the  degree 
of  LL.  B.  with  the  class  of  1879.  After  graduation  he  returned  to  Keota 
and  with  two  of  his  brothers,  J.  W.  and  A.  E„  engaged  in  the  live  stock  and 
grain  business,  operating  under  the  firm  name  of  Stewart  Brothers.  He  con¬ 
tinued  to  be  identified  with  that  business  for  nearly  four  years,  during  which 
time  he  was  also  following  his  profession,  now  and  then  trying  such  cases  as 
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came  his  way.  In  1883  he  withdrew  entirely  from  business  life  and  coming  to 
Des  Moines  established  an  office  and  has  ever  since  been  successfully  engaged 
in  practicing  law  in  this  city,  his  present  location  being  at  500  East  Locust  street. 

Mr.  Stewart  has  always  taken  an  active  and  helpful  interest  in  municipal 
affairs  and  is  well  known  throughout  the  city  because  of  the  firm  stand  he  took 
for  the  consolidation  of  the  school  districts  of  the  city  as  well  as  for  the  adoption 
of  the  non-partisan  clause  on  the  new  charter.  He  served  on  the  board  of 
school  directors  for  six  years,  during  which  time  he  was  on  many  of  the  most 
important  committees  and  for  two  years  acted  as  president.  His  first  connec¬ 
tion  with  the  board  of  education  was  in  1891,  at  which  time  he  was  elected  a 
member  of  the  independent  school  district  of  Des  Moines  for  a  term  of  three 
years.  At  the  expiration  of  that  time  he  was  unanimously  reelected,  his  name 
appearing  on  every  ticket — this  being  previous  to  the  adoption  of  the  Australian 
ballot.  When  he  was  first  elected  Des  Moines  was  divided  into  a  number  of 
independent  school  districts,  and  readily  recognizing  the  inefficiency,  unnecessary 
expense  and  dissatisfaction  resulting  from  such  a  method  Mr.  Stewart  deter¬ 
mined  to  do  his  utmost  to  effect  a  change.  He  expressed  his  views  publicly 
the  first  time  at  the  dedication  of  the  North  high  school  when  as  a  representa¬ 
tive  of  the  East  high  school  he  advocated  the  necessity  and  advisability  of  a 
unified  school  system.  From  that  time  on  he  never  relaxed  his  efforts  during  a 
ten-years  struggle  to  overcome  public  prejudice  and  political  chicanery.  He  pre¬ 
sented  the  matter  to  the  various  commercial  organizations  of  the  city  and  ap¬ 
pealed  to  the  people  through  the  press  and  personally  until  he  had  the  hearty 
cooperation  of  every  newspaper  in  the  city.  The  law  was  such  at  that  time  that 
it  was  impossible  to  submit  any  measure  affecting  the  schools  to  the  public  vote 
without  first  securing  the  acquiescence  of  the  various  schoolboards.  This  they 
refused  to  grant  and  Mr.  Stewart  appealed  to  the  East  Des  Moines  Commercial 
League,  which  organization  assisted  him  in  securing  additional  legislation.  He 
headed  a  strong  committee  which  appeared  before  the  educational  committee 
of  the  legislature  asking  that  the  law  be  repealed,  but  a  strong  lobby  killed  the 
bill  before  it  left  the  committee  at  the  first  session.  This  but  strengthened  his 
determination  and  by  means  of  the  increasing  support  and  united  effort  of  those 
assisting  him  the  bill  was  put  through  by  the  assembly  of  1907.  At  the  general 
election  held  shortly  following,  the  schools  of  this  city  were  placed  under  the 
control  of  one  board,  the  vote  being  carried  by  more  than  two  thousand  majority. 
Mr.  Stewart  considers  this  to  be  his  most  important  contribution  to  the  people 
and  feels  that  he  has  been  amply  rewarded  by  the  knowledge  that  more  than 
twenty  thousand  school  children  are  accorded  equal  educational  privileges,  in 
the  burden  of  which  the  taxpayers  share  alike. 

Civic  affairs  have  always  absorbed  a  great  deal  of  Mr.  Stewart’s  attention 
and  he  was  one  of  the  strong  supporters  of  the  Des  Moines  plan  of  municipal 
government,  having  been  a  member  of  the  first  committee  of  twenty-five  who 
advocated  the  commission  plan  of  city  government.  He  has  always  been  a  strong 
advocate  of  the  non-partisan  form  of  municipal  government  and  suggested  such 
an  amendment  to  the  committee  appointed  to  draft  the  charter.  This  was  known 
as  the  Stewart  amendment  and  was  strongly  opposed  by  the  drafting  committee, 
who  called  to  their  assistance  the  most  subtle  of  parliamentary  tactics  to  defeat 
its  passage.  It  was  adopted,  however,  by  a  large  majority  when  submitted  to 
the  vote  of  the  three  hundred  committee  and  afterwards  became  a  part  of  the 
state  law  and  the  Des  Moines  charter,  which  latter  is  now  non-partisan.  This 
plan  has  been  very  generally  approved  and  favorably  commented  upon  by  pub¬ 
licists  and  is  being  followed  by  other  municipalities,  which  is  the  greatest  tribute 
it  could  possibly  be  paid.  Mr.  Stewart  was  a  member  of  the  campaign  com¬ 
mittee  that  secured  the  adoption  of  the  law  by  the  legislature,  as  well  as  a  mem- 
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ber  of  the  committee  that  secured  the  adoption  of  the  Des  Moines  plan  at  the 
special  city  election  held  for  that  purpose.  He  was  unanimously  selected  by  the 
first  council  under  the  new  charter  as  municipal  judge,  which  office  he  held 

longer  than  the  term  of  the  first  council. 

In  Keota,  Iowa,  on  the  18th  of  June,  1885,  occurred  the  marriage  of  Mr. 
Stewart  and  Miss  Mary  E.  Van  Winkle,  a  daughter  of  James  and  Martha 
(McNutt)  Van  Winkle.  Three  children  have  been  born  to  them:  Lawrence  O., 
whose  birth  occurred  on  the  14th  of  November,  1887;  Joseph  Warren,  who  was 
born  on  the  20th  of  June,  1893,  and  died  in  infancy;  and  Mary  Ruth,  born  on 
the  8th  of  March,  1899.  Lawrence  graduated  from  the  East  Des  Moines  high 
school  in  1907  and  won  a  scholarship  in  the  Cummings  Art  School  and  has  since 
been  pursuing  his  art  studies  in  the  Cummings  school  and  the  Chicago  Art  In¬ 
stitute.  Ruth  is  attending  the  public  schools  of  this  city.  The  family  attend 
the  First  Presbyterian  church  in  which  Mr.  Stewart  has  always  taken  an  active 
and  helpful  interest.  He  has  been  a  trustee  of  the  church  for  more  than  ten 
years  and  was  secretary  of  the  building  committee  when  the  present  edifice  was 
erected.  His  interest  in  educational  matters  generally  has  been  the  means  of 
his  election  to  the  board  of  trustees  of  Highland  Park  College,  and  he  has 
great  hopes  of  being  able  to  develop  their  mechanical  department  into  one  of 
the  finest  technical  schools  of  the  west.  Fraternally  Mr.  Stew  ait  is  affiliated 
with  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  Royal  Arca¬ 
num.  Improved  Order  of  Red  Men,  Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen,  Mod¬ 
ern  Brotherhood  of  America,  the  Homesteaders  and  the  Court  of  Honor,  and 
has  filled  the  chairs  of  several  of  them.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Des  Moines 
Commercial  Club  and  the  East  Des  Moines  League,  and  for  five  years  has  been 
a  director  of  the  latter,  besides  being  identified  with  several  smaller  improve¬ 
ment  leagues,  while  he  maintains  relations  with  the  members  of  his  profession 
through  the  medium  of  the  Polk  County  Bar  Association  and  the  State  Bar 
Association.  Although  his  political  views  accord  with  the  principles  of  the 
democratic  party,  Mr.  Stewart  only  casts  his  ballot  in  support  of  the  candidates 
of  this  body  at  national  and  state  elections,  advocating  in  municipal  affairs  the 
selection  of"  such  men  and  measures  as  are  best  adapted  to  meet  the  needs  of  the 
community. 

Mr.  Stewart  is  a  man  who  places  strong  stress  upon  the  recognition  ot  public 
and  fraternal  duties  and  is  ever  striving  to  do  his  utmost  to  promote  harmony 
and  unity  of  purpose  in  all  civic  and  social  relations,  regarding  the  responsi¬ 
bilities  of  citizenship  to  be  the  most  important  in  life. 


GEORGE  W.  HOWE. 

A  veteran  of  the  Civil  war  and  a  man  who  has  never  shirked  the  perform¬ 
ance  of  duty  or  labor  either  in  times  of  war  or  peace,  George  W.  Howe,  who  is 
engaged  in  truck  farming  in  Jasper  county,  four  miles  from  Runnells,  can  claim 
warm  personal  friends  wherever  he  is  known.  He  is  a  native  son  of  Iowa,  born 
in  Jackson  county  March  19,  1841.  His  parents  were  John  and  Sarah  (  Stuckey  ). 
How'e.  the  former  a  native  of  Kentucky  and  the  latter  of  North  Carolina.  Mr. 
Howe,  Sr.,  was  a  carpenter  by  trade  and  came  to  Iow'a  in  the  pioneer  days,  locat¬ 
ing  in  Jackson  county.  He  worked  at  his  trade  in  Akron  and  died  in  1847,  when, 
the  subject  of  this  review'  was  in  early  childhood.  The  mother  was  again  mar¬ 
ried  and  died  in  1862.  A1 

George  W.  Howe  received  his  early  education  in  the  public  schools  of  Akron. 

After  leaving  school  he  worked  for  his  stepfather  on  the  home  farm  until  the 
outbreak  of  the  Civil  war,  when  he  enlisted  in  Company  H,  Fifth  Iowa  Cavalry. 
He  was  present  at  many  important  battles  and  skirmishes  and  participated  in 
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■many  movements,  gaining  experiences  in  contact  with  men  which  can  never  be 
learned  from  books.  A  true  soldier,  he  rejoiced,  however,  when  peace  again 
prevailed,  and  after  receiving  his  honorable  discharge  returned  to  his  native  state 
and  found  employment  on  the  Valley  Railroad,  the  first  railway  line  that  was 
buiit  into  Des  Moines.  He  continued  with  the  railway  company  for  three  years 
and  then  began  building  stock  yards  along  the  Rock  Island  Railway  system.  In 
1869  he  went  to  Nebraska  and  for  three  years  was  connected  with  farming, 
returning  to  Iowa  in  1872  with  one  hundred  and  thirty-two  head  of  cattle  belong¬ 
ing  to  J.  E.  Rawson,  which  he  tended  in  Warren  county  for  two  winters.  Dur¬ 
ing  the  next  twenty-five  years  he  devoted  his  attention  principally  to  building 
fences,  in  the  course  of  this  rime  fencing  many  of  the  large  farms  of  the  state. 
He  then  engaged  in  the  lumber  business  for  two  years  in  Jasper  county,  since 
which  time  he  has  given  his  attention  to  truck  farming  with  very  favorable 
results. 

Mr.  Howe  cast  his  first  ballot  for  Abraham  Lincoln  while  serving  in  the 
army,  in  1864.  Since  that  time  his  sentiments  have  undergone  a  change  and  he 
is  now  a  stanch  supporter  of  the  democratic  party  as  the  one  best  adapted  to 
promote  the  welfare  of  the  entire  country.  He  is  not  connected  with  any 
religious  denomination,  but  is  friendly  toward  them  all  and  contributes  freely 
in  behalf  of  worthy  objects.  On  account  of  ill  health  he  was  obliged  to  place 
himself  for  several  months  in  the  early  part  of  1911  under  a  physician’s  care  at 
Rimnells,  but  with  the  return  of  spring  his  strength  was  much  improved.  As 
a  valiant  soldier  he  deserves  the  gratitude  of  all  lovers  of  liberty  and  his  friends 
sincerely  trust  that  he  may  live  many  years  in  the  enjoyment  of  prosperity  and 
peace. 


THOMAS  I.  STONER. 

Although  Thomas  I.  Stoner,  of  Des  Moines,  is  a  native  of  Bedford  county, 
Pennsylvania,  he  has  spent  almost  his  entire  life  in  the  west,  having  been  brought 
to  Iowa  by  his  parents  in  his  infancy.  He  is,  therefore,  essentially  a  western 
man  and  his  energy  and  ability  have  gained  for  him  general  recognition  as  a 
leader  in  the  business  development  of  Des  Moines.  He  was  born  March  31, 
1868,  and  is  a  son  of  Joseph  B.  and  Rebecca  (Harwood)  Stoner,  the  former  of 
whom  was  born  in  Maryland,  October  13,  1832,  and  the  latter  in  Pennsylvania. 
Mr.  Stoner,  Sr.,  came  with  his  family  to  Jasper  county,  Iowa,  in  1869  and 
engaged  as  a  contractor  and  builder,  erecting  some  of  the  first  homes  in  the 
county.  He  also  became  identified  with  the  hotel  business.  His  wife  is  deceased 
but  he  is  now  living  retired  at  Wooster,  Ohio. 

'Thomas  I.  Stoner  attended  the  public  schools  of  Prairie  City,  Iowa,  and 
when  yet  a  lad  secured  employment  with  William  Johner,  of  Prairie  City,  who 
gave  him  his  first  instruction  in  decorative  work.  He  afterward  attended  the 
Shenandoah  (Iowa)  Normal  and  Commercial  College,  pursuing  a  commercial 
course,  and  upon  leaving  school  at  the  age  of  twenty  years  went  to  Omaha, 
Nebraska,  where  he  was  emplo}^ed  by  the  leading  firm  of  decorators  in  that 
city.  In  1889  he  came  to  Des  Moines  and  was  employed  by  the  Holland  &  New 
Company,  decorators  and  paper  hangers,  continuing  with  this  firm  two  sea¬ 
sons.  He  then  engaged  in  business  for  himself  upon  a  modest  scale 
in  a  basement  room  at  509  Mulberry  street.  By  close  attention  to  his 
work  and  giving  satisfaction  to  patrons  the  demands  for  his  services  developed 
to  such  an  extent  that  after  one  year  he  removed  to  more  commodious  quarters 
at  518  Grand  avenue  and  two  years  later  to  821  Walnut  street,  where  he  con¬ 
tinued  one  year,  then  removing  to  810  Walnut  street,  his  present  headquarters. 
Pie  maintains  one  of  the  largest  and  best  equipped  stores  of  its  kind  in  the  west, 
giving  employment  during  the  season  to  nearly  one  hundred  persons.  He  has 
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the  reputation  of  doing  some  of  the  best  work  in  the  state,  including  interior 
work  in  the  various  state  buildings.  He  has  had  charge  of  all  the  decorative 
work  in  the  state  house  since  the  fire,  also  in  the  state  historical  building,  the 
railway  commissioners’  office  and  has  frescoed  a  number  of  the  leading  Catholic 
and  Protestant  churches  of  the  state.  His  business  is  conducted  as  the  Stoner 
Wall  Paper  Company,  Inc.,  of  which  he  is  president  and  general  manager.  He 
is  also  president  of  the  International  Wall  Paper  Company,  jobbers  of  wall 
paper  and  kindred  lines,  of  Des  Moines,  and  was  the  organizer  of  the  Grand 
department  store,  being  lessee  of  the  building  and  a  member  of  the  board  of 
directors  of  the  concern. 

In  the  organization  of  the  Grand  department  store,  Air.  Stoner’s  most  notable 
achievement,  he  had  to  face  the  keenest  competition  and  opposition.  It  is  now 
one  of  the  leading  stores  in  the  city,  receiving  a  large  and  well  merited  patronage. 
He  was  for  four  years  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  wall  paper  and  established 
the  first  wall  paper  factor}'  west  of  the  Mississippi,  at  Eighth  and  Tuttle  streets,. 
Des  Moines.  At  the  time  of  the  flood,  in  1903,  he  lost  over  twenty-three  thou¬ 
sand  dollars  in  merchandise,  fourteen  car  loads  of  wall  paper  being  swept  away, 
and  also  lost  nine  thousand  dollars  in  the  flood  of  1904.  He  is  not  a  man,  how¬ 
ever,  to  become  discouraged  and  these  losses  served  only  to  spur  him  to  greater 
exertion.  Air.  Stoner  is  certainly  a  remarkable  man  when  judged  by  what  he 
has  accomplished  and  the  methods  he  has  pursued.  He  has  surrounded  himself 
with  an  efficient  corps  of  trained  employes  and  has  systematized  his  business 
in  such  a  manner  that  it  is  conducted  with  the  precision  and  accuracy  of  a  bank. 
His  long  fight  against  the  wall  paper  trust  covered  a  period  of  four  years  through 
the  courts,  resulting  in  a  verdict  in  his  favor  which  awarded  him  twenty-eight 
thousand  dollars  in  damages.  The  Stoner  Wall  Paper  Company  has  never 
recognized  union  labor  and  is  the  only  concern  in  the  city  following  this  policy 
that  has  won  progress  and  success.  His  record  cannot  fail  to  prove  of  interest, 
showing  what  may  be  accomplished  when  determination,  enterprise  and  ambition 
lead  the  way.  Starting  out  in  a  humble  capacity  as  a  painter  and  decorator,  he 
is  now  a  capitalist  and  a  man  of  considerable  local  prominence.  His  success  is 
due  to  the  high  standard  of  materials  and  workmanship  which  he  has  always 
maintained  and  his  prosperity  has  been  won  along  the  legitimate  lines  of  trade 
and  never  at  the  expense  of  another's  success.  He  is  a  very  persistent  and 
enthusiastic  man,  accomplishing  what  he  undertakes,  and  has  long  been  accounted 
one  of  the  progressive  citizens  of  Des  Aloines. 

On  the  22d  of  February,  1890,  Air.  Stoner,  at  Prairie  City,  was  married  to 
Miss  Lyda  C.  Zachary,  a  daughter  of  James  F.  Zachary,  a  native  of  this  state. 
In  politics  Air.  Stoner  gives  his  support  to  the  republican  party.  He  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Church  of  Christ  and  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  as  a  business  man 
is  identified  with  the  Commercial  Club,  socially  being  connected  with  the  Grant 
Club.  Remarkably  efficient  and  successful  in  whatever  he  undertakes,  he  has 
been  an  active  factor  in  the  business  life  of  the  city  and  never  hesitates  to  take 
advantage  of  opportunities,  thus  forging  his  way  to  a  position  of  large  and  grow¬ 
ing  financial  responsibility. 


HARRY  D.  LIDDLE. 

Harry  D.  Liddle,  secretary  and  assistant  treasurer  of  the  Merchants’  Transfer 
and  Storage  Company  of  Des  Aloines,  by  his  industry  and  efficiency  has  gained 
substantial  recognition  as  one  of  the  valued  citizens  of  this  city.  He  was  born 
at  Keokuk,  Iowa,  September  26,  1872,  a  son  of  W  illiam  H.  and  L}dia  (Pollock) 
Liddle,  the  former  of  whom  was  born  near  Mount  Pleasant,  Iowa,  August  4> 
1847,  and  the  latter  in  Indiana,  September  9,  1849.  Air.  Liddle,  Sr.,  engaged 
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successfully  as  a  merchandise  broker  in  Des  Moines  and  was  the  father  of  two 
children :  Arthur  W.,  who  married  Miss  Harriet  Blodgett  and  is  now  living  at 
Davenport;  and  Harry  D.,  the  subject  of  this  review. 

Educated  in  the  public  schools  of  Des  Moines,  Harry  D.  Liddle  began  his 
active  career  in  the  employ  of  Schramm  Brothers,  grocers,  continuing  with  this 
firm  for  two  years.  In  1894  he  became  identified  with  the  Merchants  Transfer 
and  Storage  Company,  beginning  as  office  assistant,  and  has  ever  since  continued 
with  the  company,  passing  through  various  positions,  and  is  now  secretary  and 
assistant  treasurer.  This  company  is  one  of  the  most  important  concerns  of  the 
kind  in  the  west  and  maintains  at  Des  Moines  a  thoroughly  modern  establish¬ 
ment,  a  description  of  which  may  be  found  elsewhere  in  this  work,  in  the  sketch 
of  W.  L.  Hinds,  president  of  the  company. 

On  the  12th  day  of  June,  1901,  Mr.  Liddle  was  united  in  marriage -to  Miss 
Georgia  E.  Maish,  who  was  born  in  Des  Moines  July  3,  1874.  She  is  a  daughter 
of  George  H.  Maish,  a  well  known  banker  of  this  city,  now  deceased,  who  organ¬ 
ized  the  Iowa  National  Bank.  Two  children  have  blessed  the  union  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Liddle:  David  Maish,  who  was  born  August  13,  1903;  and  Harriet 
Lucile,  born  November  16,  1906. 

For  seventeen  years  or  almost  ever  since  he  began  his  active  career  Mr. 
Liddle  has  been  connected  with  the  Merchants  Transfer  and  Storage  Company. 
His  long  period  of  service  has  made  him  thoroughly  familiar  with  the  work  and 
his  fidelity  to  all  responsibilities  entrusted  to  his  hands  has  met  with  recognition 
by  the  officers  of  the  company  and  its  patrons.  Kindly  in  manner,  he  wins 
respect  by  his  straightforward  address,  and  he  also  gains  the  lasting  friendship 
of  those  with  whom  he  comes  in  contact.  Politically  he  gives  his  support  to 
the  republican  party  and  in  religious  belief  he  adheres  to  the  Presbyterian  church. 


BENJAMIN  T.  JOHNSON. 

Benjamin  T.  Johnson,  who  has  lived  retired  at  Bondurant  since  1904,  was 
for  many  years  successfully  identified  with  general  agricultural  pursuits  in  Polk 
county  and  is  still  the  owner  of  a  farm  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  in 
Franklin  township.  His  birth  occurred  in  Van  Wert  county,  Ohio,  in  1842,  his 
parents  being  Abel  and  Margaret  Johnson,  who  came  to  Iowa  in  1862.  Follow¬ 
ing  the  mother’s  demise,  which  occurred  in  Decatur  county,  Iowa,  the  father 
returned  to  Van  Wert  county,  Ohio.  Their  children  were  as  follows:  Benjamin 
T.,  of  this  review ;  Joseph  H.,  who  wedded  Miss  Mary  Goodwin,  a  native  of 
Van  Wert  county,  Ohio;  John  W.,  who  wedded  Miss  Martha  Foster,  a  native 
of  Polk  county,  Iowa;  Evan  D.,  who  married  Miss  Susan  Parker,  a  native  of 
Iowa;  and  Elias  F.,  now  a  supreme  court  judge  in  the  Philippine ‘Islands,  who 
married  Miss  Anice  Smith,  of  Van  Wert  county,  Ohio. 

Benjamin  T.  Johnson  spent  the  first  nineteen  years  of  his  life  in  his  native 
county  and  in  August,  1861,  started  for  Iowa  with  four  hundred  and  sixty- four 
head  of  sheep,  arriving  in  Polk  county  in  the  following  October.  He  took  up 
his  abode  in  Franklin  township  and  there  followed  farming  throughout  the 
remainder  of  his  active  business  career,  cultivating  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres 
of  land.  In  1904  he  put  aside  the  active  work  of  the  fields  and  removed  to 
Bondurant,  where  he  is  now  spending  the  evening  of  life  in  well  earned  ease. 
The  farm  is  still  in  his  possession  and  he  also  owns  town  property  in  Bondurant. 

In  1866  Mr.  Johnson  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Eliza  Pring,  a  daughter 
of  Pichard  and  Mary  Pring.  who  were  natives  of  Ohio.  Her  father  was  one 
of  the  first  settlers  in  Van  Wert  county,  that  state,  and  also  one  of  the  first 
judges  of  election,  serving  on  the  board  when  there  was  only  one  voting  precinct 
in  the  county.  He  came  to  Iowa  in  the  year  1857*  settling  in  Franklin  township, 
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Polk  county.  Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Johnson  were  born  two  children,  one  of  whom, 
Ora  Agnes,  passed  away  in  April,  1885,  when  fourteen  years  of  age.  The  son, 
Frank  L.,  is  now  serving  as  cashier  of  the  Bank  of  Bondurant  at  Bondurant, 
Iowa.  He  wedded  Miss  Irene  Goddard,  a  daughter  of  George  and  Mary  Goddard 
and  by  this  union  had  two  children :  Fay,  a  high  school  student  in  Des  Moines ; 
and  Grace.  His  wife  died  in  1904.  In  1905  he  married  Miss  Bertha  Royce,  a 
daughter  of  Phillip  and  Betsy  Royce,  who  reside  in  their  native  state — Vermont. 

Mr.  Johnson  of  this  review  gives  his  political  allegiance  to  the  republican 
party,  believing  that  its  principles  are  most  conducive  to  good  government.  The 
period  of  his  residence  in  Polk  county  covers  five  decades  and  he  has  gained  an 
extensive  circle  of  friends  here. 


A.  WALLACE  GUTHRIE. 

There  are  many  names  on  the  rolls  which  contain  a  list  of  the  citizens  of 
Des  Moines  and  Polk  county,  now  departed,  who  were  in  years  past  active  fac¬ 
tors  in  public  or  private  affairs.  A.  Wallace  Guthrie,  who  passed  away  March 
26,  1909,  belonged  to  this  class.  He  was  one  of  the  best  known  men  in  the 
city,  also  having  many  friends  throughout  central  Iowa.  He  was  a  native  of 
Lancaster  county,  Pennsylvania,  born  September  25,  1845,  a  son  °f  Jacob  and 
Elizabeth  (Differ)  Guthrie.  The  father  was  a  farmer  in  the  Keystone  state  but 
believing  that  better  opportunities  lay  westward,  he  went  to  Newton,  Jasper 
county,  Iowa,  in  1853,  and  engaged  so  successfully  in  his  vocation  that  he  ac¬ 
quired  thirteen  hundred  acres  of  land,  becoming  one  of  the  prominent  agricul¬ 
turists  of  the  county. 

A.  Wallace  Guthrie  accompanied  his  parents  to  this  state  and  was  closely 
identified  for  many  years  with  agricultural  interests.  At  the  time  of  the  Civil 
war,  prior  to  his  sixteenth  birthday,  he  enlisted  in  Company  B,  Thirteenth  Iowa 
Volunteer  Infantry,  serving  as  a  private  for  four  years  and  at  all  times  per¬ 
forming  his  duty  as  a  valiant  soldier.  Immediately  after  leaving  the  army  he 
pursued  a  course  of  study  in  the  Central  University  of  Iowa  at  Pella  and  in  1873 
took  up  his  residence  in  Des  Moines  where  for  thirty-four  years  he  was  prom¬ 
inently  connected  with  the  real-estate  and  law  business,  his  office  being  at  No. 
420  East  Fifth  street.  In  1876  he  had  been  graduated  from  Simpson  College 
of  Indianola.  Iowa,  the  law  department  of  that  institution  being  located  in 
Des  Moines.  Soon  after  arriving  in  the  city  he  purchased  twenty  acres  of 
land  which  later  became  very  valuable.  This  land  he  divided  into  lots,  many  of 
which  he  disposed  of  at  a  handsome  profit.  He  was  active  and  energetic  in  all 
he  undertook  and  was  recognized  as  one  of  the  substantial  and  influential  men  of 
Des  Moines.  For  two  terms  he  served  as  a  justice  of  the  peace  in  this  city. 

On  March  28.  1867,  Mr.  Guthrie  was  united  in  marriage,  at  Maxwell,  Iowa, 
to  Miss  Louisa  M.  Penn,  a  descendant  of  John  Penn,  a  brother  of  William 
Penn,  the  famous  Quaker  and  organizer  of  Pennsylvania,  and  a  daughter  of 
John  Penn,  also  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  who  was  a  resident  of  Polk  county  for 
forty-three  years,  being  called  away  January  9,  1900.  He  was  born  in  Phila¬ 
delphia,  January  6,  1812,  and  at  ten  years  of  age  took  up  his  residence  in  Pick¬ 
away  county,  Ohio,  where  he  was  married  to  Barbara  Powell.  In  1850  he 
moved  with  his  family  to  Lafayette,  Indiana,  and  came  to  Iowa  in  1856,  locating 
near  Maxwell,  he  and  his  brother  becoming  the  owners  of  a  large  tract  of 
land  in  Polk  county.  He  spent  the  last  twenty-five  years  of  his  life  in  Des 
Moines,  where  he  was  greatly  respected.  Politically  he  was  very  active  and  for 
some  years  served  as  supervisor  from  V  ashington  township.  Religiously  he 
gave  his  adherence  to  the  Methodist  church.  There  were  seven  children  in  the 
family  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Penn:  Edward;  John;  William  H. ;  Louisa  M.,  who  be- 
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came  the  wife  of  Mr.  Guthrie;  Jacob  Mily;  George  W.,  and  Charles  F.  Unto 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Guthrie  were  born  the  following  children :  Minnie  L. ;  Ida,  whose 
death  occurred  at  the  age  of  eight  years;  George  W.,  a  missionary,  now  in 
India;  Charles  P.,  Arthur  J.  and  Donald  R.,  all  of  Des  Moines;  Estella,  now 
Mrs.  Goodrich,  of  Des  Moines;  and  Paul,  whose  death  occurred  in  infancy. 
Charles  P.  and  Donald  R.  have  since  the  death  of  their  father  continued  busi¬ 
ness  at  the  same  location  and  have  met  with  most  gratifying  success. 

Mr.  Guthrie  gave  his  political  allegiance  to  the  democracy  and  as  an  old 
soldier  was  identified  with  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic.  Socially  he  was 
connected  with  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  the  Woodmen  of  the 
World  and  the  Masonic  bodies.  He  had  strong  religious  convictions  and  was 
a  stanch  member  of  the  Methodist  church,  being  one  of  the  founders  of  the 
Capital  Park  church  of  this  city  and  one  of  its  most  earnest  supporters.  As  a 
man  of  unusual  intelligence,  activity  and  discernment,  he  impressed  his  indi¬ 
viduality  upon  all  he  met  and  exerted  a  constant  influence  for  good  on  those 
with  whom  he  associated.  Of  him  it  may  truly  be  said:  “He  made  the  world 
better  for  having  lived  in  it.” 


JAMES  MADISON  SHACKLEFORD,  M.  D. 


Dr.  James  Madison  Shackleford  was  an  able  and  learned  physician  and  a 
capable  business  man  to  whom  success  came  as  the  crowning  reward  of  his 
intelligently  directed  labors,  but  above  and  beyond  his  professional  and  busi¬ 
ness  ability  was  the.  character  of  the  man — noble  purpose,  high  ideals  and  sym¬ 
pathetic  kindly  spirit — that  won  him  the  confidence,  regard  and  warm  friend¬ 
ship  of  all  with  whom  he  associated.  He  lives  today  in  the  memory  of  his 
friends  enshrined  in  a  halo  of  a  gracious  presence  and  a  most  engaging  per¬ 
sonality.  He  was  born  in  Mason  county,  Kentucky,  March  25,  1809,  and  was  a 
representative  of  one  of  the  old  and  prominent  families  of  that  state.  His  father, 
Janies  Shackleford,  was  born  in  Fauquier  county,  Virginia,  February  17,  1763, 
and  when  a  youth  of  eighteen  enlisted  for  service  with  the  Virginia  Militia,  in 
Washington’s  last  campaign  of  the  Revolution,  which  ended  with  the  surrender 
of  Cornwallis  at  Yorktown.  He  married  Elizabeth  Clarke,  a  native  of  North¬ 
umberland  county,  Virginia,  and  in  1800  they  removed  to  Mason  county,  Ken¬ 
tucky.  James  Shackleford  was  spoken  of  as  a  “courtly  gentleman,”  who  imbued 
his  children  with  the  “chivalric  spirit  of  the  Revolution.”  His  wife  was  a 
woman  of  great  refinement  and  worth  and  their  home  was  noted  for  its  cordial 
hospitality. 

Dr.  Shackleford  spent  his  youthful  days  amid  the  pleasant  environment  of 
a  cultured  home  and  in  early  manhood  took  up  the  study  of  medicine  in  the 
office  of  his  brother,  Dr.  John  Shackleford,  of  Maysville,  Kentucky,  where  he 
was  a  fellow  student  of  the  brilliant  Alexander  McClung,  a  nephew  of  Chief 
Justice  Marshall.  McClung  became  famous  as  a  distinguished  orator,  the  friend 
of  Jefferson  Davis  and  as  one  of  the  greatest  duelists  of  the  United  States.  Dr. 
Shackleford  completed  his  preparation  for  the  medical  profession  in  the  medical 
school  of  Transylvania  University  at  Lexington,  Kentucky,  where  he  was  grad¬ 
uated  in  the  year  1833.  In  the  previous  year  he  had  married  and  after  his 
graduation  established  a  home  in  Maysville,  Kentucky,  residing  there  until  1837, 
when  he  removed  to  Greenup,  Kentucky.  He  went  thence  to  Portsmouth,  Ohio, 
about  1841,  and  in  1869  came  to  Des  Moines.  While  in  his  early  manhood  his 
entire  attention  was  concentrated  upon  professional  duties,  he  later  gave  a  por¬ 
tion  of  his  time  to  other  business  interests  and,  while  in  Portsmouth,  occupied 
the  presidency  of  the  Farmers  National  Bank  in  1866  and  1867.  Following  his 
arrival  in  Iowa  he  practiced  medicine  in  Des  Moines  until  his  death  in  1872. 


Vol.  11—4  3 


880 


CITY ‘OF  DES  MOINES  AND  POLK  COUNTY 


It  had  been  his  purpose  to  retire  but  a  committee,  composed  of  a  number  of 
prominent  citizens,  General  Tuttle,  B.  F.  Allen,  Judge.  Casady  and  other  well 
known  pioneers,  waited  upon  him  and  urged  him  to  continue  in  practice.  Previ¬ 
ous  to  coming  to  Iowa,  in  1867,  he  purchased  a  farm  of  one  thousand  acres  in 
Dallas  county  and  his  two  eldest  sons,  James  and  John,  came  to  this  state  to  take 
charge  of  the  property.  In  1869  he  arrived  with  the  others  of  his  family  and 
erected  a  residence  on  Locust  street  in  Des  Moines,  where  the  Unique  Theater 
now  stands.  The  homes  of  Major  Hoyt  Sherman,  Judge  Byron  Rice  and  H.  F. 
Getchell  were  in  the  same  block.  The  Shackleford  home  was  the  scene  of  whole- 
souled  and  generous  entertainment  and  good  cheer.  It  was  the  rendezvous  of 
che  city’s  best  social  life.  In  addition  to  his  professional  duties  the  doctor  con¬ 
tinued  personal  supervision  of  the  development  and  improvement  of  his  farming 
interests  and  his  carefully  directed  business  affairs  brought  him  substantial  suc¬ 
cess. 

In  his  political  views  Dr.  Shackleford  was  a  republican,  ardently  advocating 
the  principles  of  the  party.  A  Mason,  he  remained  for  many  years  in  active 
connection  with  the  order  and  was  in  sympathy  with  the  noble  purposes  of  the 
craft.  In  early  life  he  held  membership  in  the  Episcopal  church,  but  at  the  time 
of  his  death  was  serving  as  an  elder  in  the  Central  Presbyterian  church. 

As  previously  stated,  Dr.  Shackleford  was  married  in  1832.  It  was  on  the 
17th  day  of  April  of  that  year,  in  Maysville,  Kentucky,  that  he  wedded  Miss 
Margaret  Scott  Baird,  who  was  born  in  Washington,  Kentucky,  September  18, 
1814,  a  daughter  of  Pleasant  and  Mary  (McCall)  Baird,  both  of  whom  were 
Virginians.  Mr.  Baird  was  a  slave-holder  in  the  early  days  and  the  owner  of  a 
large  plantation.  Mrs.  Baird  lived  to  the  remarkable  old  age  of  ninety-two  years 
and  was  of  the  highest  type  of  Christian  gentlewoman.  Her  daughter,  Mrs. 
Shackleford,  lived  to  celebrate  her  ninety-fifth  birthday.  Of  her  it  was  written 
while  she  yet  survived :  “Since  her  husband’s  death  in  1872  she  has  lived  practi¬ 
cally  in  retirement,  seeing  comparatively  few  save  the  old  friends  who  have 
always  sought  the  sunshine  of  her  presence  for  the  ‘sweetness  and  light  which  it 
radiated.’  Every  faculty  save  that  of  sight  is  keen  and  alert ;  she  insists  upon 
hearing  every  bit  of  news  in  the  daily  papers,  is  alive  to  present-day  issues  and 
responds  with  enthusiasm  to  the  most  progressive  thought.  Although  almost 
totally  blind  her  mind  sees  and  her  heart  throbs  with  intense  interest  in  the 
world’s  work.”  Nine  children  were  born  unto  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Shackleford  :  Alary 
Elizabeth,  Charles  James,  John,  Henry,  Anna,  Daniel,  Clarke  Baird,  Alargaret 
Scott  and  Harriet  Burr.  Three  of  the  children  died  in  early  life  and  only  three 
of  the  family  are  yet  living,  Charles  James,  Clarke  Baird  and  Alargaret  Scott. 

While  Dr.  Shackleford  was  a  resident  of  Des  Aloines  for  only  three  years, 
in  that  short  time  he  made  many  warm  friends  professionally,  socially  and  in 
the  church.  He  died  of  cerebro-spinal  meningitis  after  an  illness  of  only  a  few 
days,  at  his  farm  fifteen  miles  from  Des  Moines.  Several  of  his  loyal  friends 
of  that  day — Adajor  Hoyt  Sherman,  George  Alaish  and  L.  W.  Dennis,  left  their 
business  and  drove  the  fifteen  miles  to  the  farm,  in  Dallas  county,  to  be  with 
him  in  his  last  illness,  a  token  of  loving  service  and  friendship  which  one  rarely 
meets  with  at  the  present  day.  The  funeral  services  were  held  in  the  Central 
Presbyterian  church  while  the  Alasons  conducted  the  services  at  the  grave. 
Mrs.  Shackleford  was  left  to  survive  her  husband  for  thirty-eight  years.  Her 
youngest  daughter,  Margaret,  devoted  her  life  to  loving  service  for  her  mother, 
and  the  relation  was  a  beautiful  one.  In  her  early  days  Mrs.  Shackleford  was 
a  gifted  singer  and  was  also  skilled  at  the  piano.  She  was  a  beautiful  dancer, 
vivacious,  sparkling  and  quick  of  repartee — all  the  charming  traits  of  the  famous 
Kentucky  belles  of  an  early  day.  She  was  a  woman  of  broad  sympathy,  whose 
heart  was  quickly  touched  with  the  sorrow  or  distress  of  others,  but  it  is  said 
that  she  “always  summoned  laughter  to  chase  the  tears,  away.”  In  her  later 
years  she  was  spoken  of  as  “the  dear  little  old  lady  with  silky,  silvery  white  hair. 


CITY  OF  DES  MOINES  AND  POLK  COUNTY 


881 


kind,  gentle,  loving  and  bright.”  Death  called  her  on  the  6th  of  March,  1910. 
She  had  been  a  true  helpmate  and  inspiration  to  her  husband  and  theirs  was 
largely  an  ideal  marriage  relation.  The  honor  and  respect  accorded  Dr.  Shackle¬ 
ford  were  matched  by  the  love  and  friendship  entertained  for  his  wife.  The 
notable  qualities  of  each  brought  them  the  warm  and  enduring  regard  of  all 
who .  knew  them  and  the  memory  of  both  is  yet  cherished  by  those  who  came 
within  the  close  circle  of  their  kindness,  not  only  in  Iowa  but  also  in  those 
districts  in  Ohio  and  Kentucky  where  their  earlier  years  had  been  passed. 


JAMES  MORGAN  PARSONS. 

Left  an  orphan  at  an  early  age,  James  Morgan  Parsons  has  won  a  most 
creditable  and  enviable  position.  Honors  in  politics  and  success  at  the  bar  have 
been  his,  and  he  is  regarded  today  as  one  of  the  prominent  leaders  of  the  dem¬ 
ocratic  party  in  Iowa  as  well  as  a  distinguished  attorney  at  Des  Moines.  He  wa's 
born  upon  a  farm  in  Fairview,  Jones  county,  Iowa,  October  16,  1858,  a  son  of 
Silas  and  Elizabeth  (Hoover)  Parsons.  The  father’s  birth  occurred  in  Ken¬ 
tucky  in  1816  and  in  1839,  when  a  young  man  of  twenty-three  years,  he  came  to 
this  state,  which  was  at  that  time  a  part  of  the  territory  of  Wisconsin.  He  en¬ 
tered  a  claim  in  what  became  Jones  county  and  endured  all  of  the  hardships  and 
privations  of  pioneer  life  as  the  years  passed  on,  but  continued  actively  in  the 
development  and  improvement  of  his  place  until  the  time  of  his  death  in  1864. 
He  was  married  in  1857  to  Elizabeth  Hoover,  who  was  of  Dutch  descent  and 
survived  him  for  only  four  years,  passing  away  in  1868. 

James  Morgan  Parsons  was  thus  left  an  orphan  when  a  lad  of  ten  years. 
He  made  his  home  "with  different  families  in  Jones  and  Linn  counties  until  he 
reached  the  age  of  seventeen  and  attended  the  public  schools  as  opportunity  of¬ 
fered.  He  was  ambitious  to  secure  a  more  advanced  education,  however,  than 
had  thus  far  been  afforded  him,  and  in  1876  became  a  student  in  Ames  College, 
which  he  attended  for  a  year.  In  1877  he  matriculated  in  Cornell  College  at 
Mount  Vernon,  Iowa,  where  he  pursued  the  engineering  course  until  the  fall  of 
1879*  He  then  lead  law  in  the  office  of  Sheean  &  McCarn,  at  Anamosa,  Iowa, 
there  pursuing  his  studies  until  October,  1880,  when  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar! 
For  a  year  thereafter  he  engaged  in  teaching  school  and  in  1881  entered  upon 
the  practice  of  law  at  Rock  Rapids,  Lyon  county,  where  he  remained  a  quarter 
of  a  century.  Since  1906  he  has.  been  a  representative  of  the  Des  Moines  bar 
and  has  established  himself  firmly  in  public  opinion  as  an  able  and  leading  lawyer 
well  equipped  for  the  onerous  duties  of  the  profession.  While  a  resident  of 
Rock  Rapids  he  served  as  prosecuting  attorney  of  Lyon  county  in  1893-4  and 
previously  had  been  connected  with  journalistic  interests  there  as  editor  of  the 
Rock  Rapids  Review,  from  1884  until  1889.  His  fellow  townsmen,  appreciative 
of  his  worth  and  of  his  public-spirited  citizenship,  had  called  him  to  serve  sev¬ 
eral  terms  in  the  office  of  mayor  and  his  administration  was  at  all  times  con¬ 
ducted  along  business  lines,  whereby  the  best  interests  of  the  town  were  pro¬ 
moted.  He  was  also  a  member  of  the  school  board  of  that  place  for  ten  or 
twelve  years  and  no  movement  or  project  for  the  betterment  of  the  community 
failed  to  find  in  him  a  strong  friend  and  supporter.  Again  he  was  called  to  pub¬ 
lic  office  when,  in  September,  1909,  he  was  made  assistant  city  solicitor  of  Des 
Moines,  which  position  he  filled  until  January,  1911,  when  he  resigned.  Since 
age  conferred  upon  him  the  right  of  franchise  he  has  been  an  advocate  of  the 
democracy.  In  1898  he  was  honored  by  his  party  with  the  nomination  for  At¬ 
torney  General  and  in  1902  was  its  candidate  for  congress  in  the  eleventh  dis¬ 
trict,  but  the  well  known  republican  majorities  of  Iowa  caused  his  defeat.  In 
1900  he  was  a  delegate  to  the  democratic  national  convention  in  Kansas  City 
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which  nominated  Bryan  and,  in  1904,  was  a  delegate  at  large  to  the  democratic  | 
national  convention  at  St.  Louis,  which  made  Parker,  of  New  Tork,  the  stand¬ 
ard  bearer  of  the  party. 

In  July,  1883,  Mr.  Parsons  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Lutie  M.  White- 
head,  a  daughter  of  Dudley  C.  and  Margaret  (Peel)  Whitehead,  of  Rock  Rapids. 
Her  parents  were  early  settlers  of  Lyon  county.  Unto  this  marriage  have  been 
born  five  children,  Harry  O.,  Robert  A.,  George  A.,  Mabel  and  Hortense,  all 
living. 

In  fraternal  circles  Mr.  Parsons  is  well  known  as  a  thirty-second-degree  mason 
and  a  member  of  the  Mystic  Shrine.  He  also  belongs  to  the  Benevolent  and  Pro-  j 
tective  Order  of  Elks,  to  the  Hyperion  Club  and  to  the  Press  Club.  His  wife 
holds  membership  in  the  Congregational  church.  His  record  is  a  notable  exam¬ 
ple  of  what  may  be  accomplished  when  laudable  ambition  and  unfaltering  energy 
constitute  the  motive  force  of  a  man’s  life.  His  record,  too,  shows  clearly  that 
it  is  under  the  stress  of  circumstances  and  the  stimulus  of  opposition  that  the  best 
and  strongest  in  man  is  brought  out  and  developed.  He  early  became  self-re¬ 
liant  and  independent,  and  by  the  careful  improvement  of  every  opportunity  that 
has  been  his  he  has  worked  his  way  upward,  having  now  a  very  wide  acquaint¬ 
ance  among  the  most  prominent  men  of  the  state,  who  regard  him  as  a  peer  in 
general  ability,  while  at  the  bar  his  skill  is  widely  recognized  by  his  professional 
colleagues. 


CHARLES  ASHMAN  DUDLEY. 

Charles  Ashman  Dudley,  who  comes  of  distinguished  American  ancestry  and 
for  many  years  has  been  prominently  known  in  Des  Moines  as  a  lawyer  and  one 
of  its  most  progressive  citizens,  is  a  native  of  Freedom,  Portage  county,  Ohio. 
He  was  born  November  14,  1839,  a  son  of  Charles  and  Sarah  (Leete)  Dudley, 
both  of  whom  were  born  in  Berkshire  county,  Massachusetts.  The  father  en¬ 
gaged  in  farming  in  Portage  county,  Ohio,  and  he  and  his  wife  continued  there 
during  the  remainder  of  their  lives.  Mr.  Dudley  of  this  review  descends  on  the 
paternal  side  from  Governor  Dudley,  of  Massachusetts,  and  on  the  maternal 
side  from  Governor  Leete,  of  Connecticut,  being  in  the  sixth  generation  from  the 
persons  named. 

In  the  common  schools  of  Portage  county  Charles  Ashman  Dudley  received 
his  preliminary  education.  In  1858  he  became  a  student  of  the  Western  Reserve 
Eclectic  Institute,  at  Hiram,  Ohio,  and  continued  there  for  three  years.  Desiring 
to  pursue  his  studies  further  he  entered  the  University  of  Michigan,  at  Ann 
Arbor,  in  1862,  and  was  graduated  from  that  institution  with  the  degree  of  A. 
B.  in  1865.  The  honorary  degree  of  A.  M.  was  awarded  him  by  his  alma  mater 
in  1906,  Drake  University  having  two  years  previously  given  him  the  title  of 
LL.B.  Mr.  Dudley  has  been  a  resident  of  Des  Moines  since  1867.  He  early 
showed  an  ability  in  his  chosen  calling  which  attracted  a  lucrative  clientage.  By 
courage,  industry,  perseverance  and  indomitable  will  power  he  worked  his  way 
to  the  front  in  his  profession  and  has  been  identified  with  much  of  the  important 
litigation  in  central  Iowa.  Lie  has  also  been  prominent  in  business  affairs  and 
was  one  of  the  incorporators  of  the  Iowa  Loan  &  Trust  Company  of  Des  Moines, 
becoming  a  director  of  the  company  and  one  of  the  trustees  for  its  bondholders. 
Unostentatious,  quiet  and  mild  mannered,  but  firm  and  decided  in  his  opinions, 
he  has  been  a  lifelong  student  of  human  nature,  a  good  diplomatist,  a  man  of 
even  temperament  and  a  prosperous  and  influential  citizen. 

At  Dubuque,  Iowa,  in  April,  1871,  Mr.  Dudley  was  married  to  Miss  Sarah 
A.  Washburn,  a  daughter  of  Gustavus  and  Sarah  E.  Washburn.  To  this  union 
three  children  have  been  born:  Cora  M.,  who  became  the  wife  of  Arthur  E. 
Kenyon;  Frank  L.,  who  married  Gertrude  Peirterson;  and  Plimmon  H.,  who 
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married  Hazel  Potter.  Politically  Mr.  Dudley  gives  his  earnest  support  to  the 
republican  party  and  his  religious  belief  is  indicated  by  membership  in  the  Central 
Presbyterian  church  of  Des  Moines.  He  has  taken  a  great  interest  in  education 
and  served  nine  years  consecutively,  from  1871,  as  member  of  the  board  of  edu¬ 
cation  of  Des  Moines,  filling  the  chair  as  president  during  a  portion  of  that 
time.  At  college  he  belonged  to  the  Alpha  Delta  Phi  fraternity  but  has  never 
since  been  connected  with  any  secret  organization.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Prairie 
Club  and  formerly  held  membership  in  the  Grant  Club.  Although  he  has  passed 
the  seventy-first  milestone  on  life’s  journey,  Mr.  Dudley  is  still  actively  connecte 
with  his  profession  and  his  clients  are  among  the  leading  citizens  of  Des  Moines 
and  Polk  county.  In  all  matters  pertaining  to  citizenship  he  has  represented 
progress  and  improvement  and  his  influence  has  ever  been  exerted  m  behalf  o 
what  he  regards  as  just  and  right.  Few  men  could  be  named  m  Des  'Moines 
who  stand  higher  in  the  estimation  of  the  people  of  the  city  than  Charles  Ashman 

Dudley. 


ULYSSES  G.  PEDERSEN. 

Although  only  twenty-six  years  of  age,  Ulysses  G.  Pedersen,  of  Runnells, 
has  attained  an  excellent  reputation  as  a  business  man  and  ranks  favorably 
among  the  substantial  citizens  of  Polk  county.  He  is  a  native  of  Des  Moines, 
born  July  6,  1885,  and  is  a  son  of  John  J.  and  Martina  (Hansen)  Pedersen  the 
former  having  been  born  in  Germany  and  the  latter  in  Denmark.  The  father 
crossed  the  ocean  to  the  new  world  in  1870  and  after  remaining  a  short  time  m 
New  York  came  to  Iowa  and  went  to  work  as  section  hand  upon  a  railroad  at 
Missouri  Valley.  After  two  months  he  removed  to  Des  Momes,  where  he 
entered  the  employ  of  the  Chicago  Lumber  &  Coal  Company  as  teamster.  He 
remained  with  this  company  about  twenty-five  years,  becoming  one  of  its  most 
trusted  employes.  For  fifteen  years  he  was  a  salesman  for  the  company  at  Des 
Moines  and  for  nine  years  filled  the  position  of  manager  at  Valley  Junction.  In 
1890  he  was  elected  city  treasurer  of  Des  Moines  and  served  with  great 
acceptance  for  two  years.  After  retiring  from  public  office  he  associated 
with  Herman  Raaz,  of  Valley  Junction,  in  the  organization  of  the  harmers 
Bank  &  Lumber  Company,  of  Runnells,  becoming  cashier  and  manager  of  the 
concern.  After  six  years  the  company  was  dissolved  and  the  bank  incorporated 
separately,  Mr.  Pedersen  taking  over  the  lumber  business,  of  which  he  had 
charge  until  his  death,  September  25,  1910.  The  mother  is  still  living  and  makes 
her  home  at  Runnells.  Mr.  Pedersen  was  a  man  of  unusually  fine  business 
capacity.  He  demonstratted  his  ability  by  rising  through  the  various  steps  from 
railroad  laborer  to  a  position  of  responsibility,  gaining  a  name  which  was  hon¬ 
ored  wherever  it  was  known.  > 

Ulysses  G.  Pedersen  was  reared  in  Des  Moines  and  Valley  Junction.  lie 

acquired  his  education  in  the  public  schools  and  later  attended  the  high  school 
at  Valley  Junction  and  the  Capital  City  Commercial  College.  He  also  took  a 
course  of  six  months  at  Humboldt  College,  Humboldt,  Iowa.  After  leaving 
this  institution  he  began  his  business  career  as  bookkeeper  for  the  Farmers  Bank 
&  Lumber  Company  at  Runnells.  At  the  end  of  four  years  he  accepted  a  posi¬ 
tion  with  the  R.  W.  Taylor  Company  in  the  grain  commission  business,  but  on 
account  of  the  illness  of  his  father,  was  obliged  to  retire  from  the  gram  trade 
at  the  end  of  two  years.  He  assumed  management  of  his  father  s  lumber  busi¬ 
ness  and  after  the  death  of  the  father  he  came  into  possession  of  the  same.  On 
March  16,  1911,  he  sold  out  his  lumber  interest  to  G.  C.  Warfield,  of  Waterloo, 

Iowa,  but  continues  as  manager  of  the  firm. 

Mr.  Pedersen  is  owner  of  a  valuable  residence  lot  in  Runnells,  upon  which 

he  proposes  to  erect  a  building  at  an  early  day,  as  he  has  great  faith  in  the 
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future  of  Runnells.  Fraternally  he  holds  membership  in  the  Yeomen  Lodge, 
No.  617,  of  Runnells,  and  religiously  affiliates  with  the  Christian  church.  He 
has  not  taken  an  active  part  in  politics,  as  his  attention  has  been  devoted  to 
business  affairs,  but  he  votes  the  democratic  ticket  and  is  an  earnest  believer  in 
the  principles  of  that  party.  He  has  many  friends  in  Polk  county  who  have 
strong  faith  in  his  ability  and  prophesy  for  him  a  bright  future. 


MICHAEL  H.  NASH. 

Through  the  improvement  of  the  opportunities  which  Iowa  offers  in  agri¬ 
cultural  lines  Michael  H.  Nash  has  become  one  of  the  substantial  citizens  of 
Polk  county.  He  was  born  in  Four  Mile  township,  Polk  county,  on  the  19th 
of  April,  1872,  a  son  of  Patrick  and  Margaret  (Purcell)  Nash,  both  natives  of 
Ireland.  The  father  came  to  the  United  States  in  1865,  making  his  way  direct 
to  Polk  county,  and  located  near  Altoona,  where  he  was  employed  by  the  Rock 
Island  railway  system  for  a  number  of  years,  or  until  1893.  In  the  year  1888 
he  had  purchased  a  farm,  consisting  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  in  Elk¬ 
hart  township,  and  upon  severing  his  connections  with  the  railroad  company 
took  up  his  abode  thereupon,  to  the  cultivation  and  improvement  of  which  he 
devoted  his  remaining  days.  He  passed  away  September  12,  1909,  having  sur¬ 
vived  his  wife  almost  five  years,  her  death  occurring  on  the  12th  January,  1905. 

In  the  district  schools  of  Polk  county  Michael  H.  Nash  acquired  his  pre¬ 
liminary  training  and  later  had  the  advantage  of  a  commercial  course  in  the 
Iowa  Business  College,  of  Des  Moines.  After  completing  his  education  he 
began  working  on  the  railroad,  under  the  direction  of  his  father,  and  in  the  mean¬ 
time  made  his  home  at  Valley  Junction.  He  was  thus  engaged  until  1893,  when 
he  removed  with  the  family  to  the  farm  in  Elkhart  township  and  with  his  father 
took  up  agricultural  pursuits.  He  has  given  his  attention  to  that  line  of  activity 
and  continues  to  operate  the  old  homesead,  of  which  he  became  part  owner, 
with  two  other  children,  at  the  time  of  his  father’s  death.  The  present  pros¬ 
perous  and  well  ordered  condition  of  the  place  is  due,  largely,  to  his  efforts,  for 
lie  is  progressive  in  his  methods  and  is  an  active,  alert,  enterprising  business  man. 
He  is  interested  to  some  extent  in  stock-raising,  feeding  about  fifty  head  of 
hogs  per  year  and  keeping  on  his  place  sixteen  head  of  cattle  and  seven  head  of 
horses.  As  the  years  have  passed  prosperity  has  attended  him  and  he  is  now  one 
of  the  substantial  and  representative  farmers  of  Elkhart  township. 

The  religious  faith  of  Mr.  Nash  is  that  of  the  Catholic  church,  and  he  is  also 
a  member  of  the  Knights  of  Columbus  and  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America. 
He  gives  stalwart  support  to  the  democratic  party,  and  is  now  ably  filling  the 
office  of  township  trustee.  To  sum  it  all  up,  Mr.  Nash  is  a  good  citizen  and  is 
ever  interested  in  those  measures  and  movements  which  have  for  their  object 
the  betterment  and  improvement  of  the  community.  Although  his  life  has  been 
quiet  and  uneventful,  it  has  been  worthy  in  its  ideals  and  honorable  in  its  pur¬ 
poses.  Today  he  ranks  among  the  respected  and  valued  men  of  Elkhart 
township. 


E.  G.  WYLIE. 

E.  G.  Wylie,  filling  the  position  of  freight  commissioner  of  the  greater  Des 
Moines  committee,  to  which  he  was  appointed  on  the  1st  of  January,  1907,  was 
well  qualified  for  his  present  position  by  reason  of  his  extended  and  varied 
service  in  connection  with  railway  operations  in  the  middle  west.  He  is  a  native 
of  Mount  Vernon,  Jefferson  county,  Illinois,  and  a  son  of  William  Bird  and 
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Chlorine  (Gray)  Wylie.  He  traces  his  ancestry  in  two  lines  back  to  New  Eng¬ 
land  and  the  south.  At  the  time  of  the  Revolutionary  war  Samuel  Wylie  and 
son  William,  who  were  residents  of  Maryland,  became  soldiers  of  the  Continen¬ 
tal  army  and  the  former  was  accidentlly  killed  October  19,  1781  at  Yorktown, 
after  the  surrender  of  Cornwallis.  His  son,  William  Wylie,  also  served  with 
him  in  the  army  under  General  Washington.  Also  in  Revolutionary  service 
among  the  ancestors  of  E.  G.  Wylie,  living  in  Virginia  and  Pennsylvania,  were 
Colonel  Abraham  Bird,  Jacob  Spears,  William  Fry,  Jesse  Durrett  Winn,  Stephen 
Johnston  and  David  Gray.  In  New  England  his  ancestors  in  Revolutionary 
service  were  James  Lovett  and  Hosea  Chapman.  The  latter  was  one  of  the 
Connecticut  men  who  responded  to  the  Lexington  alarm.  He  was  a  descendant 
of  Robert  Chapman,  who  came  from  England  to  Massachusetts  and  in  1635 
established  his  home  at  Saybrook,  Connecticut.  Following  the  Revolutionary 
period  the  ancestry  in  the  Wylie  line  is  traced  down  through  William  Wylie,  Jr., 
son  of  William  Wylie,  Sr.  He  was  a  soldier  in  the  Fourth  Regiment  of  Mounted 
Kentucky  Volunteers  of  the  American  army  under  General  Carroll  who  fought  in 
the  battle  of  New  Orleans,  under  General  Jackson,  in  the  war  of  1812.  His  son, 
the  Rev.  Samuel  Robert  Harwood  Wylie,  was  the  grandfather  of  E.  G.  Wylie 
of  this  review. 

In  the  schools  of  Washington,  D.  C.,  E.  G.  Wylie  pursued  his  education.  Early 
in  life  he  became  connected  with  the  retail  dry-goods  business  and  later  engaged 
to  some  extent  in  farming.  His  connection  with  the  railroad  service  began  in 
Kansas  City,  Missouri,  March  15,  1879,  in  the  employ  of  the  St.  Louis,  Kansas 
City  &  Northern  Railway.  He  was  employed  by  this  company  and  its  successors, 
the  Wabash,  St.  Louis  &  Pacific  Railway  Company,  the  Wabash  Western  Rail¬ 
way  Company  and  The  Wabash  Railroad  Company  and  their  several  receiver¬ 
ships  until  the  1st  of  January,  1905.  On  that  day  he  became  assistant  general 
freight  agent  of  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Railway  Company  but  left 
the  service  of  the  company  on  the  31st  of  December,  1906,  to  become  freight 
commissioner  of  the  greater  Des  Moines  committee  on  the  1st  of  January,  1907* 

Mr.  Wylie  was  married  in  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  November  25,  1886,  to  Miss 
Susan  Elizabeth  Logan,  a  native  of  that  city  and  a  daughter  of  Samuel  Logan. 
Their  children  were:  Paul  Eugene;  Norman  Ernest  and  Naomi  Elizabeth,  twins; 
and  Chlorine  Logan,  who  died  December  12,  1910.  All  were  born  in  St.  Louis 
or  its  vicinity. 

The  family  attend  the  Presbyterian  church,  in  which  they  hold  membership. 
He  also  belongs  to  the  Grant  Club  and  usually  gives  his  political  allegiance  to 
the  republican  party.  He  is  deeply  interested  in  the  cause  of  good  government 
and  the  management  of  municipal  affairs  upon  a  sound  business  basis  and  has 
cooperated  heartily  in  the  work  to  secure  progress  along  those  lines.  He  be¬ 
lieves  that  municipal  integrity  should  be  maintained  as  strictly  as  individual 
honor  and  his  own  record  in  office  has  been  the  exposition  of  this  belief. 


SAMUEL  MISHLER. 

Among  the  substantial  agriculturists  of  Washington  township,  whose  efforts 
are  also  effective  forces  in  the  public  life  of  the  community,  is  numbered  Sam¬ 
uel  Mishler.  Born  in  Ohio,  on  the  2d  of  October,  1840,  he  is  a  son  of  John  and 
Catherine  (Miller)  Mishler,  natives  of  Pennsylvania  and  Ohio  respectively.  The 
father,  a  farmer  by  occupation,  was  engaged  in  that  pursuit  in  Ohio  several  years 
and  then,  in  1859,  he  arrived  in  Iowa,  locating  in  Johnson  county.  He  had 
also  followed  the  cooper’s  trade  prior  to  his  arrival  in  this  state,  after  which 
time,  however,  he  gave  his  attention  entirely  to  farming.  He  remained  a  resi¬ 
dent  of  Johnson  county  until  1869,  in  which  year  he  sold  his  property  there  and 
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came  to  Polk  county,  here  investing  in  one  hundred  and  forty-eight  acres  in 
Washington  township.  .  That  farm  remained  the  scene  of  his  activities  through¬ 
out  the  remainder  of  his  life,  his  death  there  occurring  in  1884  His  wife  how¬ 
ever,  survived  until  1901,  her  death  occurring  in  June  of  that  year. 

Samuel  Mishler  spent  the  first  nineteen  years  of  his  life  in  the  state  of  his 
nativity,  where  he  began  his  education  in  the  district  schools,  after  which  he  came 
wit.'\his  parents  to  Iowa  and  in  the  schools  of  this  state  completed  his  mental 
training.  He  remained  on  the  farm  of  his  parents  until  twenty-three  years  of 
age,  when,  becoming  actuated  by  the  gold  fever,  he  went  to  Colorado  and' for  two 
years  was  engaged  in  digging  m  the  mines.  At  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  war, 
however  lie  put  aside  all  personal  considerations  and  enlisted  for  service  as  a 
private  of  Company  A,  Third  Colorado  Cavalry,  his  command  being  sent  to  New 
Mexico.  It  was  engaged  in  Indian  warfare  for  three  months.  He  then  returned 
to  Colorado,  where  he  contracted  typhoid  fever,  being  ill  of  that  disease  for  three 
months.  W  hen  Air.  Mishler  was  restored  to  health  he  went  to  his  home  in  Iowa 
ana  for  one  summer  was  employed  on  a  farm  there,  after  which  he  went  to 
Omaha  and  there  assisted  in  the  building  of  the  Union  Pacific  to  Utah.  Re- 
turning  to  Iowa  in  1868,  he  worked  for  his  father  in  Polk  county  for  some  time 
and  tnen  lented  a  farm  upon  which  he  began  an  independent  agricultural  ven- 
ture  He  operated  in  the  capacity  of  renter  for  about  three  years,  at  the  end  of 
which  time  he  invested  in  a  tract  of  forty  acres  in  Washington  township,  which 
he  opeiated  for  eight  years,  and  then,  disposing  of  that  property,  purchased  a 
tract  of  sixty  acres,  also  in  this  township,  upon  which  he  has  since  made  his 
home.  He  has  since  disposed  of  a  portion  of  this  land,  however,  and  now  owns 
but  forty-two  acres,  to  the  care  of  which  he  gives  much  of  his  time  and  attention, 
although  he  also  has  political  interests. 

Mr.  Mishler  was  married  on  the  6th  of  January,  1870,  to  Miss  Mary  Whit¬ 
more,  a  daughter  of  John  and  Harriett  (Brandt)  Whitmore,  both  natives  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania.  The  father,  who  was  a  farmer  by  occupation,  came  to  Iowa  in  1854, 
.ocating  in  Johnson  county,  where  he  resided  until  his  death  in  1862  His  wife 
passed  away  m  the  fall  of  1895.  In  the  family  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mishler  were 
tn  e  children,  as  follows :  Mattie,  who  married  W.  W.  Bruner,  a  farmer  of  Po¬ 
cahontas  county,  Iowa  ;  Jesse  T„  engaging  in  farming  in  Palo  Alto  county,  Iowa - 
i\ora  E.,  residing  at  home;  Frank  M.,  whose  home  is  at  Loring,  Washington 
township;  and  John  W.,  who  passed  away  in  October,  1876. 

The  family  are  members  of  the  Evangelical  church,  while  politically  Mr  Mish¬ 
ler  has  taken  an  active  part  in  democratic  circles  of  this  locality.  For  seven¬ 
teen  years  he  has  served  as  constable  of  Washington  township  and  has  also  acted 
as  school  director  and  road  supervisor,  and  no  measure  pertaining  to  the  ma¬ 
terial,  intellectual  or  moral  development  of  the  community  lacks  his  indorsement 
and  support.  His  efforts  have  been  important  features  in  promoting  the  gen¬ 
eral  welfare  and  Washington  township  numbers  him  among  her  most  represen- 
tative  and  valued  citizens. 


BENJAMIN  FRANKLIN  HIBBS. 


The  beneficial  effects  of  wisely  directed  industry  are  illustrated  in  the  lives 
of  many  men  in  this  work,  but  in  no  instance  are  they  more  strikingly  displayed 
than  in  the  career  of  Benjamin  Franklin  Hibbs,  of  Beaver  township.  He  is  the 
owner  of  a  highly  productive  farm  which  he  acquired  through  the  application  of 
unwearied  perseverance  that  never  yielded  to  discouragement.  He  was  born 
m  Guernsey  county,  Ohio,  March  23,  1846,  the  son  of  William  and  Sarah  (Hol- 
lett)  Hibbs,  the  former  a  native  of  Virginia  and  the  latter  of  Ohio.  There  were 
twenty-one  children  in  their  family  and  those  still  living  are :  Valentine,  a  resi- 
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dent  of  Dexter,  Iowa;  George;  James;  Benjamin  Franklin,  the  subject  of  this 
review;  and  Rhoda,  the  wife  of  Smith  Pearson. 

Mr.  Hibbs  of  this  review  came  with  his  parents  to  Iowa  in  the  fall  of  1853 
and  grew  up  upon  the  home  farm  in  Jasper  county.  He  received  his  early  edu¬ 
cation  in  the  district  schools,  which  in  those  days  were  far  apart  in  that  section, 
and  was  obliged  in  winter  to  go  three  miles  through  the  snow  to  reach  a  school- 
house.  In  the  fall  of  1868,  being  then  twenty-two  years  of  age,  he  began  for 
himself  upon  eighty  acres  in  section  36,  Beaver  township,  which  he  developed 
from  the  raw  prairie.  He  applied  himself  with  great  diligence  and  as  op¬ 
portunity  presented  acquired  more  land,  until  he  now  owns  two  hundred  and 
seventeen  acres,  all  of  which  he  has  improved.  He  has  brought  his  farm  to  a 
high  state  of  cultivation,  as  is  indicated  by  the  rich  harvests  which  are  gathered 
each  year,  ninety  acres  in  corn  yielding  from  forty  to  forty-five  bushels  per 
acre.  The  original  family  residence  was  a  building  fourteen  by  twenty  feet  in 
size  and  ten  feet  high,  containing  four  rooms,  but  he  now  has  a  beautiful  modern 
home  and  enjoys  the  advantages  of  a  fine  orchard  and  all  the  conveniences  which 
are  recognized  in  the  most  up-to-date  farms  of  the  county. 

In  1868  Mr.  Hibbs  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Maria  McCraney,  of  Du¬ 
buque,  Iowa,  and  of  this  union  nine  children  have  been  born,  namely:  John  Le- 
ander,  now  lining  in  Canada;  Walter;  May,  who  married  William  Staley;  Cora; 
Ollie,  now  the  wife  of  William  Snooks  and  the  mother  of  one  daughter,  Sylvia  ; 
Sadie;  Benjamin;  George;  and  Marie. 

In  the  spring  of  1910  Mr.  Hibbs  took  up  his  residence  at  Mitchellville  but 
after  a  few  months  in  town  decided  to  return  to  his  farm.  He  is  not  connected 
with  any  religious  denomination,  but  is  a  valued  member  of  the  Odd  Fellows 
and  in  the  course  of  many  years  has  made  a  host  of  friends  and  acquaintances 
who  are  attracted  by  his  sterling  characteristics.  A  man  of  clear  outlook  and 
correct  purpose,  he  has  contributed  greatly  to  the  comfort  and  happiness  of  those 
with  whom  he  is  associated  and  ranks  as  one  of  the  influential  citizens  of  this 
part  of  the  county. 


TOM  RICE. 

Although  his  residence  in  Valley  Junction  dates  only  from  August,  1910, 
Tom  Rice  has  in  the  meantime  established  himself  firmly  in  business  circles  as 
proprietor  of  a  prosperous  drug  business,  his  thorough  preparation  for  the  duties 
devolving  upon  him  in  this  connection  making  him  a  most  capable  pharmacist.  He 
is  one  of  Iowa’s  native  sons,  his  birth  having  occurred  in  Carlisle  on  the  24th  of 
March,  1881,  his  parents  being  William  F.  and  Mary  D.  (Norris)  Rice,  also  natives 
of  this  state.  In  early  life  the  father  engaged  in  school  teaching  but  later  took 
up  farming  on  a  tract  of  land  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  north  of  Car¬ 
lisle.  This  he  cleared  and  improved  and  in  its  operation  was  engaged  for  about 
twelve  years,  after  which  he  sold  out  and  purchased  a  fruit  farm  of  fifty-four 
acres  about  five  miles  southeast  of  Des  Moines.  After  a  similar  period  of 
twelve  years  devoted  to  its  improvement  he  also  disposed  of  that  property  and 
went  to  California,  retiring  from  active  business  life.  After  residing  in  that 
state  for  some  time  he  returned  to  Iowa  and  built  a  beautiful  home  at  Carlisle, 
where  his  remaining  days  were  spent.  His  death  occurred  December  13,  1908, 
but  his  wife  still  survives  and  makes  her  home  in  Carlisle. 

The  advantages  of  a  good  education  were  afforded  Tom  Rice,  who  spent  the 
period  of  his  boyhood  and  youth  in  Polk  county,  attending  the  district  schools 
near  his  father’s  home  in  the  acquirement  of  his  early  training.  Later  he  at¬ 
tended  the  Normal  institute  at  Drake  University  and  then  for  two  years  was 
engaged  in  teaching  school.  Desiring  to  make  the  profession  of  pharmacy  his 
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life  work,  he  next  pursued  the  pharmaceutical  course  at  the  Valparaiso  Univer¬ 
sity  at  \  alparaiso,  Indiana,  from  which  institution  he  was  graduated  with  the 
class  of  1901.  Returning  to  Des  Moines,  he  again  entered  Drake  University  and 
was  graduated  therefrom  in  1902,  after  which  he  went  to  Norwalk,  Iowa,  where 
he  established  himself  in  the  drug  business  and  was  there  engaged  for  about 
four  years.  Selling  out,  he  went  west,  remaining  in  California  one  year,  at 
the  end  of  v  Inch  time  he  returned  to  Iowa  and  for  one  year  conducted  a  drug 
store  at  St.  Charles.  But  the  west  again  called  him,  and  for  the  second  time 
he  made  his  way  to  the  Pacific  coast,  purchasing  forty  acres  of  land  in  Califor¬ 
nia.  Thirty  acres  of  this  tract  were  planted  to  oranges  and  for  a  time  he  en¬ 
gaged  in  the  fruit  business,  his  efiforts  in  that  direction  meeting  with  substan¬ 
tial  and  gratifying  success.  Disposing  of  his  interests  in  the  west  he  again  came 
to  Iowa,  and  on  the  12th  of  August,  1910,  arrived  in  Valley  Junction,  where 
e  purchased  a  drug  store  and  once  more  took  up  his  trade.  The  comprehensive 
theoretical  training,,  which  he  received  at  school,  and  the  broad  practical  ex¬ 
perience,  acquiied  since  his  graduation,  well  fitted  him  for  the  conduct  of  a  busi¬ 
ness  which  has  constantly  increased  in  volume  from  the  first,  as  the  reliable  meth¬ 
ods  of  the  house  have  inspired  confidence  in  its  patrons.  He  has  ever  realized 
that  satisfied  patrons  are  the  best  advertisement  and  has  therefore  sought  to 
cairv  on  his  enterpiises  according  to  the  highest  standard  of  commercial  ethics. 

On  the  16th  of  November,  1904,  Mr.  Rice  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
o  l\e  Beery,  a  daughter  of  George  and  Genoa  (Clarey)  Beery,  natives  of  Ohio 
and  1  laryland  respectively.  Her  parents  came  to  Iowa  at  an  early  day  and  here 
the  lather  engaged  in  farming  until  1900,  when  he  retired  from  active  work  and 
with  his  wife  removed  to  Norwalk,  Iowa,  where  they  yet  make  their  home.  Unto 
the  union  of  M r.  and  Mrs.  Rice  were  born  two  children,  of  whom  the  eldest 

Passed  awa>’  on  the  1 2th  of  August,  1908.  The  surviving 
child  is  Clifford  B.,  aged  fifteen  months.  The  parents  are  members  of  the  Meth¬ 
odist  church,  in  the  work  of  which  they  are  helpfully  interested,  while  frater¬ 
nally  Mr.  Rice  belongs  to  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America  and  also  the  Broth¬ 
erhood  of  American  Yeomen.  In  .  politics  he  supports  the  candidates  of  the 
democratic  party  but  is  not  active  in  the  party  ranks.  He  takes  deep  interest 
however,  in  the  questions  and  issues  of  the  day,  is  public  spirited  in  his  citizen¬ 
ship  and  strongly  advocates  all  measures  which  have  for  their  object  the  prog¬ 
ress  and  improvement  of  city,  state  and  nation. 


GEORGE  A.  WRIGHTMAN. 

.  Since  W8  the  office  of  secretary  of  the  Iowa  State  Manufacturers  Associa¬ 
tion  has  been  filled  by  George  A.  Wrightman,  who  has  most  creditably  discharged 
the  duties  of  the.  position.  He  was  born  in  Grand  Rapids,  Michigan,  on  the  3d 
of  July,  1867,  his  parents  being  Henry  C.  and  Elizabeth  (Myers)  Wrightman, 
the  father  a  native  of  Belleville,  Ontario,  and  the  mother  of  Liverpool,  England. 
Although  more  recently  residents  of  Canada  the  Wrightman  family  ’were  for¬ 
merly  citizens  of  the  United  States.  The  early  spelling  of  the  name  was  Ryck- 
man  and  they  were  among  the  original  Dutch  settlers  of  New  Amsterdam,  theirs 
being  one  of  the  families  mentioned  by  Washington  Irving  in  his  Knickerbocker’s 
History  of  New  York.  Following  the  Revolution  the  royalist  members  of  the 
family  migrated  to  Canada. 

.  George  A.  Wrightman  was  reared  at  home  and  pursued  his  early  education 
in  the  common  schools.  He  was  later  sent  to  the  Brookside  Seminary  at  Mc¬ 
Minnville,  Tennessee,  and  subsequently  attended  the  Bloomington  Normal  at 
Bloomington,  Nebraska,  in  order  to  qualify  himself  for  the  vocation  of  teacher. 
Lpon  leaving  school  he  began  teaching  in  Franklin  county,  Nebraska,  continuing 
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in  this  calling  for  four  years.  Going  to  Omaha  in  1886  he  entered  the  employ 
of  the  Chicago,  Burlington  &  Quincy  Railroad,  remaining  in  their  service  there 
and  in  Chicago  for  eighteen  years.  Withdrawing  at  the  expiration  of  that  period 
he  became  traffic  manager  of  Sears,  Roebuck  &  Company,  of  Chicago,  with  which 
company  he  was  identified  until  1908.  He  was  elected  to  the  position  he  contin¬ 
ues  to  fill  in  that  year  and  removed  to  Des  Moines,  where  he  is  now  residing. 

Mr.  Wrightman  was  married  in  Princeton,  Illinois,  on  the  17th  of  June,  1903* 
to  Miss  Lena  Shaw,  a  daughter  of  Anson  and  Jane  Shaw,  of  Simcoe,  Ontario. 
Fraternally  Mr.  Wrightman  affiliates  with  Capital  Lodge,  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  U.  S. 
Grant  Camp,  M.  W.  A.,  and  is  also  a  member  of  the  Grant,  Credit  Men's,  Com¬ 
mercial  and  Ad  Men’s  Clubs.  For  three  years  he  was  a  member  of  the  National 
Guard  but  never  saw  any  active  service. 

The  political  views  of  Mr.  Wrightman  coincide  with  those  of  the  progressive 
faction  of  the  republican  party,  for  the  candidates  of  which  body  he  generally 
casts  his  vote.  He  has  never  actively  participated  in  governmental  affairs,  how¬ 
ever,  other  than  to  do  some  campaigning,  as  he  does  not  aspire  to  a  public  office. 
In  his  official  capacity  as  secretary  of  the  Manufacturers  Association  Mr.  Wright¬ 
man  has  done  most  efficient  work  in  his  effort  to  promote  the  industrial  interests 
of  the  state,  the  results  of  which  are  evidenced  through  the  growing  enthusiasm 
of  the  organization. 


BENJAMIN  BARRETT. 

Benjamin  Barrett,  deceased,  whose  home  was  for  nearly  fifty  years  near 
Mitchellville,  gained  a  reputation  as  one  of  the  successful  agriculturists  of  this 
section  and  by  his  unblemished  character  and  spirit  of  helpfulness  won  the  con¬ 
fidence  and  esteem  of  all  who  knew  him.  He  was  born  in  Hampshire  county, 
Virginia,  now  West  Virginia,  August  30,  1833,  and  beside  himself  four  sisters 
and  one  brother  grew  to  maturity  in  the  family,  namely :  Mrs.  Hannah  Hodgens, 
now  living  at  Pleasantville,  Iowa;  Mrs.  James  Acklin,  residing  at  Valley  Junc¬ 
tion;  Mrs.  William  Vanansdall,  of  Rockwell  City;  Mrs.  Rhoda  Caudy,  of  Gales¬ 
burg,  Kansas ;  and  Jonathan  Barrett,  of  Anglin,  Washington.  Mrs.  Hodgens  is 
the  only  one  now  living,  the  others  dying  in  1910. 

About  1862,  a  short  time  after  his  marriage,  Mr.  Barrett  came  to  Jasper 
county,  Iowa,  and  located  upon  land  near  Mitchellville,  where  he  made  his  home 
during  the  remainder  of  his  life.  He  was  unusually  competent  and  progressive 
as  a  farmer  and  during  many  years  contributed  very  materially  toward  the  up¬ 
building  of  this  part  of  the  state. 

In  1861  Mr.  Barrett  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Mary  T.  Walker  and 
four  sons  and  three  daughters  were  born  of  this  union:  William  E.,  now  living 
near  Mitchellville;  Mary  M.,  who  married  John  Hadsall  in  1887  and  died  Jan¬ 
uary  15,  1905  ;  Ella  M.,  who  married  Eston  Downs  and  is  now  living  near  Mit¬ 
chellville;  Stewart  W.  and  John  W.,  a  record  of  whom  appears  elsewhere  in 
this  work;  Charles  E.,  who  was  born  in  1872  and  died  June  9,  1884;  and  Effie 
Bell,  who  died  in  infancy.  The  mother  of  these  children  was  called  away  April 
30,  1875,  and  in  January,  1882,  Mr.  Barrett  was  married  to  Eliza  Jane  Shilling, 
who  died  February  6,  1888.  One  son,  Elda,  who  now  lives  at  Mitchellville,  was 
born  of  this  union. 

In  March,  1909,  Mr.  Barrett  accompanied  his  son  Stewart  to  the  new  home 
of  the  latter  in  Saskatchewan,  Canada,  but  soon  after  his  arrival  there  he  was 
seized  with  a  disease  of  the  stomach,  which  increased  in  severity  to  such  an 
extent  that  he  returned  to  Mitchellville  in  June  of  the  same  year.  His  condi¬ 
tion  grew  worse,  involving  great  suffering  which  he  bore  with  uncomplaining 
fortitude.  Finally  nature  yielded  and  he  passed  away  at  the  home  of  his  son, 
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John  W.  Barrett,  on  July  6,  1909.  The  death  of  no  man  ever  affected  the  com¬ 
munity  more  profoundly  than  that  of  Benjamin  Barrett,  who  was  universally 
beloved  on  account  of  his  many  kindly  traits  of  character.  The  funeral  was 
held  from  the  Congregational  church  Friday,  July  9,  Rev.  P.  H.  Fisk  preaching 
the  sermon  before  a  great  audience  from  the  words  ‘‘The  years  draw  nigh  when 
thou  shalt  say  I  have  no  pleasure  in  them.”  Ecclesiastes  12:1.  The  large  at¬ 
tendance  of  people  from  many  miles  around  gave  evidence  of  the  deep  respect  in 
which  Mr.  Barrett  was  held.  His  body  was  laid  to  rest  in  the  cemetery  at 
Mitchellville.  Genial  in  disposition,  he  represented  the  very  soul  of  hospitality, 
and  his  house  was  a  noted  gathering  place  whose  roof  gave  shelter  to  friends  and 
acquaintances  from  far  and  wide.  He  was  a  liberal  contributor  to  the  church 
and  no  needy  fellow  being  was  ever  turned  away  unassisted  from  his  door.  It 
may  truly  be  said  of  him  that  his  influence  was  "for  good  and  the  world  is  bet¬ 
ter  for  his  having  lived  in  it. 


JOSEPH  SCHOLL. 

Iowa  is  constantly  attracting  a  class  of  progressive  citizens  who  recognize 
the  opportunities  here  offered  and  utilize  them  for  the  advancement  of  individual 
prosperity.  Among  the  number  who  have  come  to  Polk  county  in  comparatively 
recent  years  is  Joseph  Scholl,  now  residing  in  Elkhart  township.  He  is  of 
sturdy  German  origin,  the  industrious  qualities  of  which  race  he  inherits  in  large 
measure,  his  birth  having  occurred  in  the  fatherland  on  the  12th  of  March, 
1851.  His  parents,  Peter  and  Susan  (Lannen)  Scholl,  were  also  natives  of 
Trier,  Germany,  where  they  were  reared  and  married.  In  1852  they  came  to 
the  L  nited  States,  spending  nine  months  and  four  days  on  the  long  and  tedious 
journey.  The  family  home  was  established  in  Indiana,  on  a  homestead  which 
the  father  purchased  and  to  the  cultivation  and  development  of  which  he  devoted 
his  remaining  days.  As  prosperity  came  to  him  he  invested  in  more  land,  and 
at  the  time  of  his  death  was  the  owner  of  three  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  val¬ 
uable  and  well  improved  property.  He  lived  to  a  ripe  old  age,  his  death  oc¬ 
curring  in  March,  1909,  after  he  had  reached  his  ninety-second  year.  His  wife 
had  passed  away  on  the  19th  of  September,  1869. 

Joseph  Scholl  was  but  a  year  old  when  brought  to  this  country  by  his  parents, 
and  in  the  Indiana  home  spent  the  early  period  of  his  life,  there  attending  the 
district  schools  in  the  acquirement  of  a  preliminary  training.  Later  he  went  to 
Chicago,  where  he  entered  the  public  schools,  and  while  completing  his  education 
in  that  city  learned  the  blacksmith’s  trade  in  which  he  became  very  proficient. 
Later,  he  followed  that  trade  in  Chicago  and  elsewhere  in  Illinois  and  also  in 
Indiana  and  Missouri,  and  was  thus  employed  for  about  thirty  years,  or  until 
injured  by  a  horse.  He  then  withdrew  from  that  line  of  activity  and  came  to 
Iowa,  locating  upon  a  farm  in  Polk  county  which  belonged  to  his  father-in-law 
and  which  has  since  remained  his  home.  He  is  operating  this  tract,  consisting  of 
one  hundred  and  seventy-five  acres  in  Elkhart  township,  and  its  well  developed 
condition  and  neat  and  attractive  appearance  is  due  in  large  measure  to  his  efforts. 
He  may  well  be  proud  of  this  farm,  as  it  is  one  of  the  best  kept  and  desirable 
properties  of  the  township,  the  fields  responding  to  his  care  and  labor  in  rich 
and  abundant  harvests.  He  is  also  interested  in  the  live-stock  business  to  a 
considerable  extent,  raising  from  seventy-five  to  one  hundred  hogs  each  year, 
while  his  place  is  provided  with  ten  milch  cows  and  about  twelve  head  of  horses. 
His  life  has  been  a  very  active  and  useful  one,  and  prosperity  has  attended  his 
endeavor  as  the  years  have  gone  by.  Putting  forth  his  efforts  in  financial  fields, 
he  is  now  a  stockholder  in  the  Corn  Exchange  Savings  Bank  of  Elkhart. 
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In  December,  1887,  Mr.  Scholl  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Francis 
Greiser,  a  daughter  of  Bernard  and  Anna  (Heinsman)  Greiser,  natives  of 
Wurtemberg,  Germany.  Her  father  came  to  the  United  States  about  1851  and 
located  in  Woodford  county  Illinois,  where  he  purchased  a  farm  and  continued 
in  its  operation  for  many  years.  'When  age  demanded  retirement  from  active 
life  he  went  to  live  with  his  daughter  at  Metamora,  Illinois,  and  there  resided 
until  his  death  on  the  30th  of  April,  1911.  He  survived  his  wife  for  thirty-six 
years,  her  death  occurring  in  1875.  Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Scholl  were  born  six 
children,  as  follows:  Florence,  the  wife  of  Andrew  Meister,  of  Woodford 
county,  Illinois;  Gertrude,  who  married  Leo  Ely,  also  residing  in  Woodford 
county,  Illinois ;  and  Amy,  Annie,  Peter  and  Othmar,  all  yet  at  home.  The  family 
are  communicants  of  the  Catholic  church  while  the  political  allegiance  of  Mr.' 
Scholl  is  given  to  the  democratic  party.  He  is  numbered  among  Polk  county’s 
enterprising  and  progressive  men  who  have  contributed  much  toward  the  general 
welfare  of  the  community,  in  which  he  is  held  in  high  confidence,  and  is  num¬ 
bered  among  its  substantial  and  representative  citizens. 


ELIPHE  BOUCHARD. 

Eliphe  Bouchard,  who  has  the  distinction  of  being  one  of  the  oldest  settlers 
in  Des  Moines,  was  born  August  17,  1842,  in  Naperville,  Canada,  his  parents 
being  Vital  and  Mary  Ann  (Trayhan)  Bouchard.  The  father’s  birth  occurred 
near  Quebec,  Canada,  while  the  mother  was  born  near  our  subject’s  birthplace. 
Vital  Bouchard  was  an  agriculturist  by  occupation  and  participated  in  the  war 
of  1812.  He  became  one  of  the  pioneer  settlers  of  the  Hoosier  state,  taking  up 
his  abode  in  Valparaiso,  Indiana,  about  1848. 

When  still  very  young  Eliphe  Bouchard  was  taken  by  his  parents  to  New 
York,  where  the  family  home  was  maintained  for  four  or  five  years.  In  1848, 
when  six  years  of  age,  he  removed  with  his  parents  to  Valparaiso,  Porter  county, 
Indiana,  attending  the  public  schools  of  that  place  for  the  following  four  years. 
Circumstances  made  it  necessary  for  him  to  assist  in  the  support  of  the  family 
and  he  obtained  employment  as  a  clerk.  He  was  hired  by  a  couple  of  young  men 
who  conducted  a  dry-goods  store  in  Valparaiso  in  the  hope  that  he  would  draw 
the  French  trade,  as  his  people  were  French  Canadians.  Mr.  Bouchard  re¬ 
sided  in  Indiana  until  1865,  when  he  came  to  Iowa,  arriving  in  Des  Moines  on 
the  2d  of  May  of  that  year.  This  city  at  that  time  contained  a  population  of 
five  thousand.  While  still  making  his  home  in  Valparaiso  he  had  been  employed 
in  Chicago  as  a  clerk  for  two  years.  At  the  time  of  the  Civil  war  he  made  two 
unsuccessful  attempts  to  enter  the  army,  his  mother  using  her  influence  to  have 
him  rejected  on  account  of  his  youth.  After  coming  to  Des  Moines  he  obtained 
employment  in  the  wholesale  and  retail  grocery  establishment  of  J.  L.  Dorr  & 
Company,  with  whom  he  remained  for  two  y^ars,  when  the  firm  sold  out  to  E. 
L.  March.  He  continued  in  the  latter’s  service  for  one  year  and  then  accepted 
a  position  with  the  Maloney  Confectionery  Company,  located  near  Fifth  on 
Locust  street,  remaining  there  for  three  years,  during  which  time  he  managed 
by  strict  economy  to  save  enough  money  to  start  in  business  for  himself  and 
opened  a  retail  grocery  store  which  he  conducted  for  two  years.  Disposing  of 
his  interests  in  this,  he  engaged  in  the  livery  and  express  business  with  Messrs. 
Armstrong  and  Messenger.  In  association  with  G.  W.  Messenger  he  had  also 
been  engaged  in  the  buying,  selling  and  shipping  of  horses.  About  1887  he 
embarked  in  the  hardware  business  on  his  own  account  at  De  Soto,  about  twenty- 
two  miles  from  Des  Moines.  There  he  likewise  conducted  a  grocery  establish¬ 
ment  for  a  short  time.  About  1899  he  returned  to  Des  Moines  and  purchased 
the  property  at  the  corner  of  Seventeenth  street  and  Grand  avenue,  and  started 
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a  grocery,  feed  and  coal  business,  meeting  with  that  success  which  is  ever  the 
result  of  energy,  perseverence  and  honesty. 

Mr.  Bouchard  was  married  December  25,  1881,  at  Columbus,  Nebraska,  to 
Miss  Jeannette  Tafife  and  they  became  the  parents  of  two  children:  Beatrice,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  thirteen  years;  and  Marie  Frances,  who  passed  away  at  the 
age  of  five. 

Politically  Mr.  Bouchard  is  an  independent  republican,  while  his  religious 
faith  is  indicated  by  his  membership  in  the  Capitol  Hill  Christian  church,  to 
which  his  wife  also  belongs.  Fraternally  he  is  identified  with  the  Knights  of 
Pythias.  He  is  one  of  the  best  known  citizens  of  Des  Moines,  where  he  has 
spent  the  greater  part  of  his  life  and  he  possesses  the  highest  respect  and  esteem 
of  all  who  know  him. 


SEWARD  NELSON. 

#  Through  well  directed  business  activity  and  enterprise  Seward  Nelson  has 
gained  recognition  as  one  of  the  prosperous  and  progressive  farmers  of  Polk 
county.  He  was  born  in  Story  county,  Iowa,  August  29,  1867,  a  son  of  Andrew 
and  Martha  (Ersland)  Nelson,  the  former  a  native  of  Norway  and  the  latter 
of  Norwegian  parentage.  The  father,  who  is  numbered  among  Polk  county’s 
heaviest  land  owners,  is  equally  well  known  in  agricultural,  commercial  and 
financial  circles  in  this  locality,  and  is  mentioned  at  length  on  another  page  of 
this  volume. 

Reared  amid  the  wholesome  scenes  and  environment  of  rural  life,  Seward 
Nelson  attended  the  district  school  in  the  acquirement  of  an  education,  and  also 
received  thorough  practical  training  through  the  assistance  which  he  rendered 
his  father  about  the  home  farm.  It  was  natural,  therefore,  upon  attaining  his 
majority  for  him  to  choose  as  his  life  work  the  occupation  to  which  he  had 
been  reared,  and  when  twenty-one  years  of  age  he  left  home  and  took  up  agri¬ 
cultural  pursuits  on  his  own  account,  renting  a  farm  for  about  seven  years. 
His  ultimate  aim,  however,  was  to  become  an  independent  farmer,  and  in  the 
meantime  he  worked  diligently  and  unceasingly,  carefully  saving  his  money 
until  he  had  accumulated  sufficient  capital  with  which  to  purchase  one  hundred 
and  twenty,  acres.  This  farm,  located  in  Elkhart  township,  has  since  remained 
his  home  and  upon  its  cultivation  and  development  he  has  concentrated  his 
efforts.  He  is  a  practical  farmer,  incorporating  in  the  conduct  of  affairs  all 
the  modern  and  up-to-date  methods  of  farming,  while  upon  his  place  can  be 
found  the  iatest  inventions  of  machinery  for  facilitating  the  work  of  the  fields. 
Considerable  time  is  given  to  his  live-stock  interests,  as  he  annually  raises  for 
the  market  about  one  hundred  head  of  hogs,  and  also  is  the  owner  of  about 
seventy-five  head  of  fine  cattle  and  fourteen  horses. 

Mr.  Nelson  was  married,  on  the  7th  of  March,  1889,  to  Miss  Sarah  H.  Fat- 
land,  a  daughter  of  Haldor  and  Mangala  (Trondem)  Fatland,  both  natives  of 
Skaanurg,  Norway.  The  father,  who  was  a  sailor  by  occupation,  remained  a 
resident  of  the  land  of  the  midnight  sun  until  about  thirty-six  years  of  age, 
when,  about  1861,  he  came  to  the  United  States,  locating  in  Illinois.  He  re¬ 
mained  in  that  state  three  years,  during  which  time  he  was  employed  by  others, 
and  then  came  to  this  county,  purchasing  a  farm  in  Lincoln  township.  The 
journey  from  Illinois  to  Iowa  was  made  in  covered  wagons,  for  that  was  before 
the  time  of  the  railroads,  and  the  journey  was  fraught  with  many  difficulties 
and  hardships.  After  establishing  his  home  on  his  Iowa  farm  he  gave  his 
entire  attention  to  the  cultivation  of  his  land,  and  continued  in  its  development 
until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  April,  1899.  His  wife  passed  away  in  Octo¬ 
ber,  1886.  Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.- Nelson  have  been  born  six  children,  as  follows: 
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Matilda,  who  married  Albert  Hill,  a  merchant  of  Cambridge,  Iowa;  Miller  A., 
aged  twenty  years;  Clara  H.,  aged  eighteen  years;  Eldon  L.,  aged  fifteen  years ; 
Hazel  J.,  aged  fourteen  years;  and  Selma  C.,  aged  twelve  years.  With  the 
exception  of  the  eldest  all  of  these  children  yet  remain  at  home. 

Mr.  Nelson  and  his  family  hold  membership  in  the  Lutheran  church,  and 
in  his  political  relations  he  is  a  republican.  He  has  served  as  justice  of  the 
peace  and  constable  of  Elkhart  township  for  years  and  as  assessor  for  two 
terms.  He  is  a  stockholder  in  the  Bank  of  Huxley,  at  Huxley,  Iowa,  and  also 
in  the  Farmers  Savings  Bank  at  Alleman,  Iowa,  and  is  a  well  known  figure  in 
business  circles  in  this  part  of  the  county.  He  is  now  in  the  prime  of  life  and 
enjoys  to  the  fullest  measure  the  many  advantages  afforded  by  the  present  day, 
and  being  progressive  and  a  man  whose  life  has  always  been  in  keeping  with 
high  standards,  he  justly  deserves  the  full  measure  of  confidence  and  respect 
now  entertained  for  him  by  all  who  know  him. 


RODOLPHUS  D.  EMERY. 

Des  Moines  is  a  well  known  center  of  insurance  activity  and  among  the 
prominent  companies  operating  in  this  field  is  the  Great  Western  Accident 
Association,  of  which  Rodolphus  D.  Emery  is  secretary.  With  large  responsi¬ 
bilities  devolving  upon  him  and  with  voice  in  the  management  of  the  business, 
he  is  bending  his  energies  toward  its  extension  and  has  been  connected  with  the 
formulation  of  carefully  defined  plans  that  have  proven  feasible,  and  effective 
in  developing  the  business  and  placing  it  upon  the  substantial  basis  upon  which 
it  now  rests. 

Mr.  Emery  is  a  native  of  Volga,  Iowa,  born  on  the  15th  of  June,  1863.  His 
parents  were  the  Rev.  Amos  G.  and  Mary  A.  (Chatfield)  Emery.  The  ancestry 
on  the  paternal  side  is  English,  the  family  being  founded  in  Massachusetts  in 
the  pre-Revolutionary  period  by  the  great-great-grandfather.  At  the  outbreak 
of  the  war  with  the  mother  country  the  grandfather  espoused  the  cause  of 
independence,  serving  with  a  New  Hampshire  regiment.  The  Chatfield  family 
is  also  of  English  origin  and  was  founded  in  America  when  this  country  was 
still  numbered  among  the  colonial  possessions  of  Great  Britain.  Gould  Chat¬ 
field,  a  cousin  of  Mary  A.  (Chatfield)  Emery,  was  at  one  time  attorney  general 
of  the  state  of  New  York. 

Amos  G.  Emery,  a  native  of  the  Empire  state,  was  born  in  1819  and  pur¬ 
sued  his  education  in  Hamilton  College.  He  became  a  minister  of  the  Baptist 
faith  and  in  addition  to  preaching  the  gospel  gave  his  time  and  attention  to 
faiming.  For  a  quarter  of  a  century  he  was  a  resident  of  Clayton  county, 
Iowa.  His  death  occurred  in  1906  in  Boulder,  Colorado.  His  wife  survived 
him  about  three  years,  passing  away  in  March,  1909.  In  their  family  were  nine 
children:  Ogden  L.,  now  deceased;  John  M. ;  Charles  L. ;  Homer  G. ;  Effie  A. 
and  Hattie  M.,  who  have  also  passed  away;  Rodolphus  D.,  of  this  review; 
Emily,  who  died  in  infancy;  and  Electa  A. 

At  the  usual  age  Rodolphus  D.  Emery  became  a  public  school  student  and 
his  preliminary  course  was  supplemented  by  normal  training  and  also  by  advance 
work  done  in  home  study.  While  his  parents  were  in  somewhat  limited  finan¬ 
cial  circumstances,  the  home  training  which  Mr.  Emery  received  was  such  as 
left  upon  him  an  indelible  impress  concerning  the  value  of  high  moral  worth 
and  character,  parental  teaching  bearing  its  fruits  in  the  life  which  he  has  led. 
At  the  age  of  twenty  Mr.  Emery  took  up  the  profession  of  teaching,  which  he 
followed  in  the  common  schools  for  a  time  and  later  became  principal  of  graded 
schools  and  instructor  in  county  normals.  Gradually  he  advanced  in  the  pro¬ 
fession  and  for  two  years  filled  the  position  of  county  superintendent  in  Norton 
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county,  Kansas.  He  became  recognized  as  an  able  educator,  but  turned  from 
the  profession  of  teaching  to  enter  the  field  of  insurance,  becoming  connected 
with  the  Great  Western  Accident  Association  in  the  position  of  solicitor  and 
field  manager.  After  acting  in  that  capacity  a  year  he  was  elected  to  the  posi¬ 
tion  of  secretary,  which  he  has  since  filled,  and  the  growth  and  success  of  the 
company  since  that  time  are  attributable  in  considerable  measure  to  his  efforts, 
business  capacity  and  clear,  sound  judgment.  He  is  also  a  director  of  the  com¬ 
pany. 

On  the  nth  of  September,  1892,  Mr.  Emery  was  married  in  Norton  county, 
Kansas,  to  Miss  Anna  L.  Mulkey,  a  native  of  Mulkeytown,  Illinois.  Her 
father,  the  Rev.  Barton  W.  S.  Mulkey,  is  a  minister  of  a  Christian  church  in 

Norton  county,  Kansas.  Her  grandfather  was  one  of  the  early  settlers  of 

Illinois  and  did  much  to  spread  the  gospel  of  the  Christian  church  in  his  sec¬ 
tion.  Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Emery  have  been  born  a  son  and  two  daughters : 
Amos  B.,  born  in  Norton  county,  Kansas,  January  15,  1895;  Ruth,  who  was 
born  near  Lenora,  in  the  same  county,  October  4,  1896;  and  Grace,  born  in 
Norton  Kansas,  July  13,  1898. 

In  politics  Mr.  Emery  is  somewhat  independent,  yet  is  allied  with  the  pro¬ 
gressive  wing  of  the  republican  party.  He  believes,  however,  in  supporting 
well  qualified  candidates  regardless  of  party  affiliation  and  in  the  exercise  of 
his  franchise  seeks  ever  the  welfare  and  progress  of  community,  state  and 
nation.  He  stands  for  advancement  at  all  times  in  municipal  affairs  and  is  a 
member  of  the  Park  Avenue  Improvement  League.  He  also  belongs  to  the 
Grant  Club,  to  Pioneer  Lodge,  No.  22,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  to  Grant  Camp, 

M.  W.  A.  His  religious  faith  is  that  of  the  Unitarian  church  and  in  all  things 

he  is  liberal  minded.  He  looks  at  life  from  a  broad  standpoint,  judging  with 
a  spirit  of  charity  and  yet  seeking  to  extend  his  power  and  ability,  to  further 
progress  along  material,  intellectual,  social,  political  and  moral  lines. 


GARDNER  COWLES. 

Gardner  Cowles,  publisher  of  the  Register  and  Leader  and  The  Evening  Tri¬ 
bune,  was  born  at  Oskaloosa,  Iowa,  February  28,  1861,  a  son  of  William  Fletcher 
and  Maria  Elizabeth  (LaMonte)  Cowles.  The  descent  on  the  paternal  side  is 
from  Puritan  ancestry.  John  Cowles,  founder  of  the  family,  came  to  America  in 
1635.  William  Fletcher  Cowles  came  to  Iowa  from  Cortland  county,  New  York, 
in  1851.  For  more  than  fifty  years  he  was  active  in  the  ministry  of  the  Metho¬ 
dist  Episcopal  church  and  was  prominent  in  the  church  and  public  affairs  of  his 
time.  His  pastorates  included  many  of  the  best  churches  of  his  denomination,  and 
he  was  four  times  presiding  elder  of  the  Iowa  conference.  Maria  Elizabeth  (La- 
Monte)  Cowles  was  a  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Lucy  (Paine)  LaMonte,  of  Scho¬ 
harie  county,  New  York.  Their  ancestors  were  Scotch,  settling  in  America  about 
1650.  LaMonte  Cowles,  attorney  and  a  member  of  the  state  senate  from  Bur¬ 
lington,  Iowa,  is  an  older  brother  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 

Gardner  Cowles  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  Muscatine  and  Mount 
Pleasant,  Iowa,  and  in  Penn  College,  Oskaloosa ;  Grinnell  College,  Grinnell,  and 
Iowa  Wesleyan  University  at  Mount  Pleasant,  Iowa.  From  the  last  named  insti¬ 
tution  he  was  graduated  in  1882  with  the  degree  of  A.  B.  and  later  received  the 
degree  of  A.  M.  For  a  number  of  years  he  has  been  one  of  the  alumni  trustees 
of  this  institution.  For  two  years  after  leaving  college  he  was  superintendent  of 
the  public  schools  of  Algona,  Iowa,  and  for  nearly  twenty  years  thereafter  was 
active  in  the  business  and  financial  affairs  of  that  city.  For  many  years  he  served 
as  a  member  of  the  Algona  board  of  education.  He  represented  Kossuth  county 
in  the  twenty-seventh  and  twenty-eighth  general  assemblies  of  Iowa  and  was 
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especially  identified  with  legislation  affecting  the  educational  interests  of  the 

state 

In  1903  Gardner  Cowles  purchased  a  majority  interest  in  the  Register  and 
Leader  Company  and  moved  to  Des  Moines,  and  has  since  been  actively  engaged 
in  the  management  of  the  newspaper  and  its  allied  business  interests.  In  No¬ 
vember,  1903,  he  became  the  publisher  of  the  Daily  and  Sunday  Register  and 
Leader  and  the  president  of  the  Register  and  Leader  Company.  In  1908  the 
Evening  Tribune  was  purchased  and  is  one  of  the  important  parts  of  the  Register 
and  Leader  business.  Under  the  present  management  these  newspaper  proper¬ 
ties  have  greatly  increased  in  circulation  and  in  the  total  volume  of  business. 

In  1884  Gardner  Cowles  was  married  to  Miss  Florence  Call,  a  daughter  of 
Ambrose  A.  and  Nancy  (Henderson)  Call,  of  Algona,  Iowa.  Mrs.  Cowles 
is  a  graduate  of  the  class  of  1884  of  Northwestern  University.  Six  children  have 
been  born  to  them,  all  of  whom  are  living:  Helen,  the  wife  of  James  D.  Lecron, 
of  Cheyenne,  Wyoming;  and  Russell,  Bertha,  Florence,  John  and  Gardner,  Jr.,  all 
of  whom  are  at  home.  Mr.  Cowles  holds  membership  with  the  Grant,  Golf  and 
Country,  and  Prairie  Clubs  of  Des  Moines.  The  Cowles  family  have  an  attract¬ 
ive  home  at  100  West  Thirty-seventh  street,  Des  Moines,  Iowa. 


RALPH  W.  TAYLOR. 

Ralph  W.  Taylor,  a  well  known  grain  man,  whose  headquarters  are  at  Run- 
nells  and  who  has  made  remarkable  strides  in  business  during  the  past  ten 
years,  is  a  native  of  Mexico,  Missouri.  He  was  born  September  25,  1879,  a 
son  of  Thomas  and  Mary  (Whitehead)  Taylor,  both  of  whom  were  born  in 
England.  The  father  learned  the  carpenter’s  trade  and  came  to  America  in 
1866.  He  spent  a  short  time  at  Akron,  Ohio,  and  later  in  the  same  year  arrived 
in  Iowa,  entering  the  contracting  business  at  Newton.  Subsequently  he  accepted 
a  position  as  bridge  foreman  on  the  Rock  Island  Railway,  but  after  one  and 
one-half  years  went  to  Mexico,  Missouri,  and  resumed  business  as  a  contractor, 
in  which  he  was  highly  successful.  In  1886  he  purchased  a  farm  south  of 
Martinsburg,  Missouri,  upon  which  he  has  since  lived.  He  has  now  reached 
the  age  of  seventy  and  the  mother  of  our  subject  is  sixty-seven  years  of  age. 

Ralph  W.  Taylor  was  reared  in  the  parental  home  and  received  his  early 
education  in  the  public  schools  of  Mexico,  later  becoming  a  student  of  the 
Martinsburg  high  school,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1897.  After  leaving 
school  he  took  up  the  study  of  telegraphy  at  Martinsburg  and  served  as  extra 
on  the  Wabash  Railroad  about  six  months,  at  the  end  of  which  time  he  was 
sent  to  Adelphi,  Iowa,  as  agent,  continuing  there  from  1898  to  June,  1901,  and 
while  in  this  position  began  buying  grain  on  his  own  account.  As  the  grain 
business  held  out  inducements  which  seemed  highly  favorable  he  gave  up 
telegraphy  and  purchased  a  grain  elevator  at  Runnells,  which  has  since  been  in 
his  charge.  In  October,  1908,  he  incorporated  the  R.  W.  Taylor  Company,  .of 
which  he  is  president.  This  company  now  owns  a  line  of  ten  elevators,  cribs 
and  warehouses  on  the  Wabash,  Burlington  and  interurban  railroads  and  main¬ 
tains  headquarters  at  Runnells.  It  is  handling  a  large  business,  which  is  each 
year  growing  in  volume  and  importance  and  gives  great  promise  for  the  future. 
Mr.  Taylor  was  the  owner  of  nine  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  land  in  Texas, 
but  sold  part  of  it  and  now  owns  three  hundred  acres.  He  also  owns  the  hand¬ 
some  residence  in  which  he  lives  and  three  lots  at  Runnells  and  is  a  director 
and  stockholder  of  the  Farmers  Savings  Bank. 

On  the  26th  of  December,  1900,  Mr.  Taylor  was  happily  married  to  Miss 
Ida  B.  Davis,  a  daughter  of  John  and  Lucretia  (Hays)  Davis,  both  of  whom 
were  born  in  Missouri.  The  father  is  a  prominent  farmer  of  Audrian  county, 
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Missouri.  Many  years  ago  he  purchased  a  section  of  land,  which  he  has  greatly 
improved,  making  it  one  of  the  most  valuable  properties  in  the  county.  He  is 
now  sixty-four  years  of  age  and  his  wife  has  arrived  at  the  age  of  forty-six. 
Mr.  Taylor  and  his  wife  are  affiliated  with  the  Christian  church,  of  which  they 
are  liberal  supporters.  Politically  he  gives  his  adherence  to  the  candidates  and 
platforms  of  the  democratic  party  and  fraternally  is  identified  with  the  Wood¬ 
men  of  America.  An  energetic  and  successful  business  man,  he  is  modern  and 
progressive  in  his  methods  and  has  a  reputation  for  truthful  and  square  dealing, 
which  is  of  inestimable  value  and  is  gained  only  after  years  of  actual  demon¬ 
stration.  He  is  regarded  by  his  friends  and  business  associates  as  a  growing 
factor,  whose  name  is  destined  to  be  widely  known  in  the  commercial  world. 


ROBERT  J.  McKEE. 

Robert  J.  McKee,  who  spent  much  of  his  life  in  the  public  service,  first  as 
a  soldier  and  afterward  as  an  office  holder,  was  ever  found  loyal  to  the  trust 
reposed  in  him  and  discharged  his  official  duties  with  promptness  and  fidelity. 
He  was  born  in  Brown  county,  Ohio,  on  the  16th  of  January,  1843,  and  was 
largely  reared  in  Adams  county,  that  state,  spending  his  youthful  days  upon 
his  father’s  farm.  He  was  a  son  of  Peter  McKee,  who  for  many  years  devoted 
his  attention  to  agricultural  pursuits  in  Ohio. 

The  son  early  became  familiar  with  the  duties  and  labors  that  are  incident 
to  the  cultivation  of  the  fields  and  the  care  of  the  harvests.  He  also  gave  a 
portion  of  his  time  to  the  acquirement  of  an  education  and  remained  at  home 
until  eighteen  years  of  age,  when  he  responded  to  the  country’s  call  for  aid, 
as  differences  of  opinion  between  the  north  and  the  south  regarding  the  slavery 
question  and  the  destructibility  of  the  Union  had  led  to  a  contest  of  arms.  It 
was  on  the  20th  of  October,  1861,  that  he  enlisted,  joining  Company  B,  Tenth 
Regiment  of  Ohio  Infantry,  for  three  years.  On  the  4th  of  January,  1864, 
however,  he  was  honorably  discharged  at  Scottsboro,  Alabama,  that  he  might 
reenlist  as  a  veteran  volunteer.  The  following  day  he  was  again  enrolled 
among  the  Union  soldiers,  becoming  corporal  of  Company  B,  Seventieth  Regi¬ 
ment  of  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  with  which  he  continued  until  honorablv 
discharged  at  Little  Rock,  Arkansas,  on  the  14th  of  August,  1865.  Although 
he  was  still  in  his  teens  when  he  entered  the  armv,  no  veteran  of  twice  his 
years  displayed  greater  loyalty  to  the  old  flag  and  the  cause  it  represented. 
He  participated  in  many  of  the  most  hotly  contested  engagements  of  the  war. 
including  the  two  days’  battle  at  Shiloh,  the  siege  of  Corinth,  the  siege  of 
Vicksburg,  the  battle  of  Jackson  and  the  battles  at  Missionary  Ridge  and 
Chattanooga,  Tennessee,  Buzzard’s  Roost,  Dalton,  Resaca,  Cassville.  Dallas, 
Big  Shanty  and  Kenesaw  Mountain,  Georgia,  the  battle  of  Atlanta  on  the  22d 
of  July,  1864,  and  the  battle  of  Ezra  Chapel  on  the  28th  of  the  same  month. 

When  the  war  had  ended  and  the  country  no  longer  needed  his  military 
service,  Mr.  McKee  returned  to  Ohio  and  through  the  following  year  again 
aided  in  the  cultivation  and  improvement  of  his  father’s  farm.  In  1867,  how¬ 
ever,  he  came  to  Iowa,  settling  in  Afton,  where  he  also  followed  farming  a  few 
years.  Later  he  filled  the  office  of  Sheriff  in  Union  county,  Iowa,  and  through¬ 
out  the  entire  period  of  his  residence  in  this  state  was  active  in  politics  as  a 
defender  of  republican  principles.  While  at  Afton  he  also  engaged  in  mer¬ 
chandising  as  a  dealer  in  shoes  and  clothing,  conducting  the  business  a  few 
years.  In  1890  he  removed  to  Des  Moines,  where  he  again  engaged  in  mer¬ 
chandising  for  a  time,  but  for  a  number  of  years  occupied  public  offices.  He 
was  superintendent  of  Woodland  cemetery  for  several  years  and  was  after¬ 
ward  in  the  city  hall  until  his  death.  The  duties  that  devolved  upon  him  were 
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discharged  promptly  and  faithfully  and  the  record  which  he  made  in  this  con¬ 
nection  was  most  creditable.  He  also  had  considerable  influence  in  political 
circles  and  was  one  of  the  active  local  workers  in  lepublican  ranks. 

Mr.  McKee  was  married  twice.  In  Afton,  he  wedded  Miss  Edith  Larey, 
and  unto  them  were  born  two  sons :  Edgar  Ulysses,  now  a  resident  of  Hamp¬ 
ton,  Iowa ;  and  Walter,  who  is  engaged  in  the  insurance  business  in  Des  Moines. 
Having  lost  his  first  wife,  Mr.  McKee  married,  when  m  Creston,  Iowa,  in 
1905,  Laura  M.  Wade,  a  native  of  Ohio  and  a  daughter  of  Adam  and  Catherine 
(Dietrick)  Fisher,  who  were  likewise  natives  of  Ohio,  where  they  spent  their 
entire  lives.  By  the  second  marriage  was  born  a  son,  Alfred,  who  is  living  with 
his  mother  in  Des  Moines.  The  husband  and  father  died  July  15,  1910,  and  his 
death  was  deeply  regretted  in  political  and  social  circles  and  in  his  church,  as 
well  as  in  his  home.  He  was  a  member  of  Crocker  Post,  G.  A.  R.,  and  thus 
maintained  pleasant  relations  with  his  old  army  comrades.  He  also  held  mem¬ 
bership  with  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and  with  the  West¬ 
minster  church,  in  the  work  of  which  he  took  an  active  and  helpful  part,  serving 
for  some  years  as  one  of  its  elders.  His  influence  was  always  on  the  side  o 
truth  and  right  and  he  believed  in  holding  to  as  high  and  strict  standards  of 
integrity  in  business  affairs  as  he  did  in  private  relations.  He  thus  won  and 
merited  the  confidence  and  good  will  of  his  fellowmen  and  his  life  record  is 
an  example  that  may  well  be  followed  by  his  sons. 


FRANK  F.  WOOD. 

Frank  F.  Wood,  one  of  the  best  known  druggists  in  Des  Moines,  where  he 
has  been  prominent  as  a  business  man  for  the  last  thirty  years,  was  born  May 
16,  1852,  in  Newport,  Indiana,  a  son  of  Dr.  William  W.  and  Annie  M.  (Baker) 
Wood.  The  father  was  a  native  of  Jefferson  county,  Ohio,  where  his  birth  oc¬ 
curred  August  7,  1825,  while  the  mother  was  born  in  Ellicott  Mills,  Maryland, 
April  8,  1828.  Dr.  Wood  was  a  physician  of  some  note  in  Ohio  and  during  his 
early  professional  career  was  called  upon  to  demonstrate  his  loyalty  and  abil¬ 
ities  by  administering  to  the  victims  of  the  cholera  epidemic  at  the  time  of  that 
plague  until  he  himself  contracted  the  disease  and  narrowly  escaped  death.  _  In 
1881  he  came  to  Des  Moines  and  embarked  in  the  drug  business  at  East  Sixth 
street  and  Grand  avenue,  where  he  remained  until  1906,  in  which  year  he  pur¬ 
chased  the  property  on  the  corner  of  East  Eleventh  street  and  Grand  avenue, 
upon  which  he  erected  a  substantial  store  and  residence  building.  Here  he  con¬ 
tinued  in  the  drug  business  with  unusual  success  until  his  death,  April  11,  1898. 
He  was  survived  by  his  wife  until  August  31,  1905,  when  she,  too,  passed  away. 
The  paternal  grandparents  of  Frank  F.  Wood  were  Joshua  and  Esther  (Scott) 
Wood,  both  of  whom  belonged  to  a  well  known  Quaker  family  of  Frederick 
City,  Maryland.  On  the  maternal  side  the  grandparents  were  Elias  and  Eliza 
Baker,  who  were  highly  respected  Methodists. 

The  elementary  education  of  Frank  F.  Wood  was  acquired  in  the  public 
schools  of  Malta,  Ohio,  after  which  he  was  employed  in  his  father’s  drug  store 
for  a  time  and  was  then  sent  to  Cincinnati  to  take  a  business  course.  Subse¬ 
quently  he  became  an  assistant  in  the  office  of  a  dentist,  under  whose  watchful 
eye  he  became  very  proficient  in  the  technical  knowledge  of  that  profession. 
When  his  father  came  to  Des  Moines  in  1881  Mr.  Wood  opened  a  dental  office 
on  the  second  floor  and  had  established  a  successful  and  prosperous  practice  when 
his  father,  on  account  of  illness,  was  obliged  to  give  up  his  business,  which  com¬ 
pelled  the  son  to  retire  from  professional  work  and  take  charge  of  the  drug 
store.  Upon  the  death  of  his  father  he  was  appointed  executor  of  the  estate  and 
has  since  successfully  conducted  the  business  which  he  had  established. 
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In  politics  Mr.  Wood  has  always  given  his  support  to  the  republican  party. 
Fraternally  he  is  a  Mason  and  Master  of  Home  Lodge  No.  370;  high  priest  of 
the  chapter;  and  a  master  in  the  Scottish  Rites,  also  a  member  of  the  Modern 
Woodmen  of  America,  the  Ancient  Order  of  United  Woodmen  and  the  Iowa 
State  Traveling  Men’s  Association.  Mr.  Wood  has  never  married,  his  only 
near  relatives  being  two  sisters,  Mrs.  A.  C.  Miller,  of  Des  Moines,  and  Clara. 
He  is  a  man  of  broad  mental  caliber,  strict  business  integrity,  possessing  a  gen¬ 
ial  nature  and  cordial  disposition,  which  characteristics  make  him  popular  in 
both  commercial  and  social  circles. 


LE  ROY  V.  PORTER,  M.  D. 


A  native  son  of  Iowa,  Dr.  Le  Roy  V.  Porter,  now  in  active  practice  at 
Bondurant,  grew  up  in  this  state  and  has  during  his  entire  life  been  identified 
with  its  interests.  He  was  born  at  Blue  Grass,  Scott  county,  in  1872,  his 
parents  being  Dr.  Joseph  R.  and  Hannah  Porter.  Dr.  Porter,  Sr.,  came  from 
Zanesville,  Ohio,  to  Scott  county,  Iowa,  early  in  the  ’50s  and  practiced  medicine 
for  forty  years  in  that  county,  becoming  one  of  its  leading  physicians  and  also 
one  of  its  most  respected  citizens.  Fie  was  active  in  politics  and  during  the 
period  of  the  Civil  war  served  as  a  member  of  the  state  legislature  from  Scott 
county,  accomplishing  much  work  of  importance  to  the  state.  As  an  intelli¬ 
gent  and  patriotic  man,  he  maintained  for  many  years  a  high  rank  in  the  com¬ 
munity.  He  died  at  Davenport,  Iowa,  in  1895.  Mrs.  Porter  arrived  in  Scott 
county  with  her  parents  about  1851  and  has  lived  in  Iowa  for  sixty  years.  She 
now  makes  her  home  at  Davenport.  There  were  nine  children  in  the  family, 
eight  sons  and  one  daughter,  se\en  of  whom  are  now  living. 

Le  Roy  V.  Porter  received  his  early  education  in  the  public  schools  and 
later  taught  school  for  one  year.  He  entered  the  normal  department  of  Cornell 
College  at  Mount  Vernon,  subsequently,  however,  turning  his  attention  t£>  medi¬ 
cine.  He  received  the  degree  of  M.  D.  from  the  medical  department  of  Drake 
University  and  in  1902  took  a  post  graduate  course  in  the  Post  Graduate  Med¬ 
ical  School  of  New  York  University.  He  located  in  Bondurant  one  month  after 
leaving  Drake  University  and  soon  found  himself  surrounded  by  friends  and 
in  the  midst  of  an  excellent  practice.  Politically  he  gives  his  support  to  the 
republican  party  and  fraternally  is  identified  with  the  Masons,  the  Odd  Fellows, 
the  Knights  of  Pythias,  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America  and  the  Elks.  Ever 
since  choosing  medicine  as  his  profession  he  has  been  an  indefatigable  student 
of  the  healing  art  and  as  he  possessed  every  necessary  advantage  of  training 
under  many  of  the  greatest  physicians  and  surgeons  of  America,  he  started  in 
his  life  calling  under  highly  favorable  circumstances.  He  possesses  tact,  energy 
and  ambition,  three  highly  important  elements  in  the  attainment  of  success, 
and  on  account  of  his  skill  in  his  profession  and  his  excellent  social,  moral  and 
intellectual  qualifications,  he  enjoys  the  confidence  and  esteem  of  the  people  of 
Bondurant  and  the  country  for  many  miles  around. 


H.  J.  TILLIA. 

Although  he  entered  the  real-estate  and  land  business  only  six  years  ago, 
H.  J.  Tillia,  president  of  the  Holland  Farms  Company,  of  Des  Moines,  has 
gained  a  reputation  as  one  of  the  leaders  in  handling  large  bodies  of  western 
land.  He  was  born  in  Bureau  county,  Illinois,  February  16,  1877,  son  of  John 
and  Emeline  (Miller)  Tillia,  the  former  of  whom  was  born  in  1827  in  St. 
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Chamant  Correze,  France,  and  the  latter,  in  1849,  m  England.  The  father 
after  coming  to  this  country  engaged  in  mining  and  later  was  identified  with  the 
agricultural  interests.  Of  the  family  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tillia,  one  child,  Eva, 
is  deceased,  the  others  being:  Mary,  now  the  wife  of  Peter  Faurie;  Jennie, 
wife  of  C.  H.  Pottorf ;  Ella,  wife  of  George  Bliss;  H.  J.,  the  subject  of  this 
review ;  and  Effie  and  Ethel,  twins,  now  living  at  home. 

H.  J.  Tillia  received  his  preliminary  education  in  the  common  schools  of 
Bureau  county,  and  later  entered  the  Buda  high  school,  from  which  he  was 
graduated  in  1895.  After  laying  his  books  aside  he  became  a  farmer  and 
for  ten  years  devoted  his  attention  closely  to  agriculture  and  stock-raising.  In 
1905,  being  then  twenty-eight  years  of  age,  and  having  decided  to  change  his 
occupation,  he  came  to  Des  Moines  and  entered  the  real-estate  and  land  busi¬ 
ness,  becoming  vice  president  of  the  Federal  Land  &  Securities  Company,  a 
prosperous  corporation  of  this  city.  He  continued  with  the  company  until  he 
had  disposed  of  most  of  his  stock  and  then  assisted  in  organizing  the  Holland 
Farms  Company,  of  which  he  is  president,  being  also  a  member  of  the  board  of 
directors  of  the  Denver  Suburban  Farms  Company.  He  was  instrumental  in 
laying  out  two  handsome  additions  to  Des  Moines,  known  as  the  Pleasant 
View  and  Sunnyside  additions,  on  which  he  erected  most  of  the  houses  and  then 
sold  them  himself.  He  is  now  organizing  a  company  upon  a  large  scale  for 
the  development  of  lands  in  the  south.  He  has  been  actively  interested  in  irri¬ 
gated  lands  in  Wyoming  and  Colorado,  especially  in  the  fertile  lands  of  the 
famous.  Greeley  district  of  northern  Colorado  and  tracts  immediately  adjoining 
the  city  of  Denver.  He  has  also  handled  large  properties  in  Iowa,  Illinois, 
Canada  and  the  Dakotas,  and  has  found  that  it  is  more  satisfactory  to  deal  in 
lands  owned  by  himself  or  his  company  than  in  properties  upon  a  commission 
basis  owned  by  others. 

In  1900  Mr.  Tillia  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Cora  Johnson,  a  native 
of  New  London,  Ohio,  daughter  of  Lewis  and  Jane  (Nickerson)  Johnson,  the 
father  being  well  known  as  a  farmer  and  stockman.  The  union  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Tillia  has  been  blessed  by  the  arrival  of  two  children:  Darwin,  who 
was  born  May  20,  1904,  and  Virginia,  born  May  5,  1909.  Politically,  Mr.  Tillia 
is  affiliated  with  the  republican  party,  believing  that  it  represents  better  than 
any  other  the  true  spirit  of  the  republic.  He  is  a  valued  member  of  the 
Methodist  church,  and  socially  is  connected  with  the  Odd  Fellows,  Knights  of 
Pythias,  the  Masons,  and  the  Commercial  and  Hyperion  Clubs,  and  is  a  director 
in  the  Des  Moines  Real  Estate  Exchange.  The  success  of  Mr.  Tillia  has  been 
attributed  to  his  gentlemanly  manner,  good  judgment  of  values  and  to  his 
energy  and  ability  to  make  a  clear  and  convincing  presentation  of  any  subject 
in  which  he  was  interested.  His  devotion  to  his  clients  has  met  with  liberal 
recognition,  and  few  men  handling  investments  have  in  a  higher  degree  the 
confidence  of  their  friends  and  acquaintances  than  H.  J.  Tillia. 


SAMUEL  PARK. 

A  striking  illustration  of  the  power  of  a  determined  will  is  presented  in  the 
life  of  Samuel  Park  of  Des  Moines,  who  forged  his  way  through  many  obsta¬ 
cles  to  a  position  of  ease.  Thrown  upon  his  own  resources  at  the  tender  age 
of  ten  years,  he  bravely  took  up  the  battle  and  now  he  is  living  retired  after 
winning  a  victory  which  reflects  upon  him  the  highest  credit.  A  native  of 
England,  he  was  born  September  4,  1857,  a  son  of  Mathew  and  Jane  (Fell) 
Park.  The  father  was  a  butcher  by  trade  and  engaged  in  this  calling  in  his 
native  country,  never  coming  to  America.  He  departed  this  life  in  1867,  the 
mother  being  called  away  ten  years  later. 
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Samuel  Park  possessed  very  few  opportunities  of  education  in  the  public 
schools,  as  he  was  obliged  at  ten  years  of  age  to  begin  working  for  strangers 
in  order  to  assist  in  supporting  his  father’s  family.  He  continued  at  employ¬ 
ments  such  as  he  could  find  for  eight  years,  at  the  end  of  which  time,  by  careful 
saving,  he  had  accumulated  enough  money  to  pay  for  his  passage  to  America, 
believing  that  under  the  stars  and  stripes  would  be  found  opportunities  that 
couid  scarcely  be  hoped  for  in  long  inhabited  countries  of  the  old  world.  His 
first  employment  after  arriving  in  America  was  in  a  coal  mine  at  Streator, 
Illinois.  After  continuing  there  for  eight  months  and  becoming  familiar  with 
work  as  a  miner  he  went  to  Pennsylvania,  where  he  took  unto  himself  a  wife, 
with  whom  he  went  to  England,  where  they  remained  two  and  one-half  years. 
He  then  returned  to  this  country,  taking  up  his  residence  at  Des  Moines  and 
again  becoming  identified  with  coal  mining.  In  1891  he  entered  the  United 
States  mail  service  and  for  twelve  years  filled  the  position  of  mail  carrier  in 
this  city.  In  1903  he  moved  to  a  comfortable  home  in  South  Des  Moines  on  a 
twenty-acre  place,  which  he  purchased  ten  years  previously.  He  is  now  living 
retired  in  a  comfortable  residence,  provided  with  all  modern  conveniences,  and 
also  owns  valuable  lots  at  1219  to  1221  Mulberry  street  and  nine  acres  of  land 
near  the  Washington  school  inside  the  city  limits.  Moreover,  he  is  a  stock¬ 
holder  in  the  Jewett  Lumber  Company  and  as  his  real-estate  interests  are  con¬ 
stantly  increasing  in  value  he  is  financially  in  very  comfortable  circumstances. 

Mr.  Park  was  united  in  marriage  in  Pennsylvania  to  Miss  Bessie  Green¬ 
field,  a  daughter  of  James  and  Bessie  (Wilson)  .  Greenfield.  The  parents 
were  natives  of  Scotland  and  came  to  America  in  1863,  continuing  for  a  short 
time  in  the  Keystone  state,  after  which  Mr.  Greenfield  paid  a  visit  to  Scotland, 
returning  to  Pennsylvania  in  1866.  In  1878  he  removed  to  Des  Moines,  and 
engaged  in  coal  mining  until  his  retirement  from  active  work.  He  is  now  living 
in  this  city.  The  mother  was  called  from  earthly  scenes  in  April,  1899.  The 
home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Park  has  never  been  brightened  by  the  arrival  of  chil¬ 
dren  of  their  own,  but  they  adopted  three,  namely:  Mary, 'now  Mrs.  B.  H. 
Porter,  of  Bloomfield  township,  Polk  county;  George,  who  is  married  and  also 
lives  in  Bloomfield  township ;  and  Ruth,  who  is  now  thirteen  years  of  age  and 
is  a  student  in  the  public  schools. 

Mr.  Park  has  been  remarkably  industrious  and  persevering  and  in  his  earlier 
years  when  it  was  necessary  to  exercise  frugality  he  did  so  to  a  degree  that  few 
can  realize  who  have  been  reared  in  the  midst  of  plenty  and  never  suffered  lack 
of  the  comforts  and  conveniences  of  life.  He  is  now  not  only  able  to  supply 
all  reasonable  desires,  but  also  to  assist  those  less  fortunate  than  himself. 
Politically  he  gives  his  support  to  the  republican  party  and  socially  he  is.  a 
valued  member  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows.  His  religious  belief 
is  indicated  by  membership  in  the  Christian  church. 


MORTON  H.  PICKERING. 

Morton  H.  Pickering,  general  manager  of  the  B.  C.  White  Milling  Com¬ 
pany,  one  of  the  oldest  and  best  known  firms  in  Iowa,  was  born  September  10, 
1852,  a  son  of  Elias  and  Mary  (White)  Pickering.  The  father  was  an  early 
resident  of  Lancaster,  Pennsylvania,  where  for  many  years  he  was  prominent 
as  a  miller.  In  his  family  were  six  sons,  namely:  Morton  H.,  of  this  review; 
Edgar,  who  married  Miss  Carrie  Garvey  and  is  engaged  in  the  milling  busi¬ 
ness  in  Minneapolis,  Minnesota;  Walter,  who  follows  farming  in  Polk  county; 
Elsworth,  who  married  Miss  Mary  Wheeler  and  conducts  a  farm  in  Polk  county ; 
Oliver,  who  is  in  the  cattle  business;  and  Howard.  The  maternal  grandfather 
of  our  subject  was  one  of  the  pioneers  in  Pennsylvania,  where  he  followed  the 
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occupation  of  a  miller,  and  the  paternal  grandfather,  Anthony  Pickering  was 
a  cloth  weaver  in  England,  whence  he  emigrated  at  an  early  date  to  the  United 

States,  locating  in  Pennsylvania.  .  ,  ,  .  ,  .  w  ,  , 

Morton  H.  Pickering  attended  the  public  schools  in  his  youth  and  later  took 
up  milling  in  Lancaster,  where  he  remained  until  1873,  in  which  year  he  came 
to  Des  Moines  and  entered  the  employ  of  his  uncle,  B.  C.  White,  with  whom  he 
subsequently  became  associated  as  a  member  of  the  firm.  Mr.  White  is  one 
of  the  pioneers  in  the  milling  business  in  Des  Moines,  first  on  the  west  side, 
but  after  becoming  associated  with  Mr.  Pickering,  in  1882,  he  changed  the 
location  of  his  mill  to  Third  and  Vine  streets,  on  the  east  side,  where  they 
remained  until  1900,  in  which  year  they  purchased  the  property  at  No.  410 
Ea^t  Court  avenue,  where  they  are  at  present  located. 

Mr  Pickering  has  been  twice  married,  his  first  wife  being  Miss  Anna 
Hatch  to  whom  he  was  united  in  1877.  By  this  union  there  was  one  child, 
Bertha  who  was  born  April  13,  1882,  and  at  the  present  time  is  engaged  m  the 
millinery  business  in  Fort  Madison,  Iowa.  Mrs.  Pickering  departed  this  life 
in  1882,  and  in  1894  Mr.  Pickering  married  Miss  Nettie  Tate. 

In  his  political  views  Mr.  Pickering  upholds  the  republican  party  and  m 
religion  he  is  a  consistent  member  of  the  First  Episcopal  church.  Fraternally 
he  is  affiliated  with  Lodge  No.  68,  Knights  of  Pythias.  He  is  an  admirer  of 
outdoor  sports,  his  favorite  pastime  being  hunting  and  fishing.  He  is  in  every 
way  a  man  of  excellent  qualities,  broad-minded  and  liberal  m  his  views,  fond 
of  the  best  class  of  literature,  and  in  his  home  life  is  a  devoted  husband  and 

father. 


CHARLES  J.  BERKSTRAND. 

Charles  J.  Berkstrand  is  numbered  among  the  younger  representatives  of 
agricultural  'pursuits  in  Polk  county,  yet  the  results  which  have  attended  his 
efforts  in  this  direction  have  been  substantial  and  creditable.  One  of  the 
county’s  native  sons,  he  was  born  in  Elkhart  township  on  the  nth  of  February, 
1877  a  son  of  John  W.  and  Martha  (Lee)  Johnson,  natives  of  Norway  The 
father  came  to  the  United  States  at  a  very  early  day,  locating  first  in  Illinois, 
where  he  engaged  in  farming  for  about  a  year.  Later  he  came  to  Iowa,  taking 
up  his  abode  in  Story  county,  and  here  was  employed  by  the  month  as  a  farm 
Land  for  a  time,  after  which  he  rented  a  farm  which  he  operated  for  several 
years.  Subsequently  he  purchased  a  tract  of  land  in  Elkhart  township  to 
which  he  later  added  until  he  is  now  the  owner  of  five  hundred  acres  of  land, 
all  under  excellent  cultivation.  He  has  now  reached  the  age  of  sixty-five  years 
and  is  still  actively  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits,  while  his  wife  has  also 

reached  the  sixty-fifth  milestone  on  life’s  journey.  <  . 

No  event  of  special  importance  came  to  vary  the  routine  of  life  for  Charles 
J  Berkstrand  during  the  period  of  his  boyhood  and  youth,  which  was  spent  on 
the  homestead  in  Polk  county,  and  in  the  district  schools  where  he  acquired  his 
education.  He  received  thorough  practical  training  about  the  farm,  early 
being  assigned  the  tasks  which  usually  fall  to  the  lot  of  the  country .  lad.  As 
he  grew  older  and  his  experience  became  wider  his  responsibilities  increased, 
until  he  had  at  length  mastered  the  various  branches  of  agriculture,  and  upon 
attaining  his  majority  was  well  equipped  for  the  successful  conduct  of  an  inde¬ 
pendent  enterprise.  Consequently,  after  a  year  spent  as  a  farm  hand,  he  began 
farming  for  himself  on  a  rented  farm  of  his  father’s,  and  this  has  since  remained 
the  scene  of  his  operations.  He  has  made  a  close  study  of  agriculture  and  is 
methodical,  systematic  and  progressive,  so  that  he  is  numbered  among  the 
substantial  and  prosperous  farmers  of  his  section.  In  addition  to  tilling  the 
soil  he  raises  about  forty  head  of  hogs  annually  for  the  market  and  is  the 
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owner  of  ten  head  of  milch  cows  and  eight  head  of  horses.  As  his  financial 
resources  have  permitted  he  has  also  become  identified  financially  with  other 
enterprises,  being  now  a  stockholder  in  the  Farmers  Co-operative  Creamery 
Company,  of  Huxley,  Iowa;  a  stockholder  in  the  First  National  Bank  of  Cam¬ 
bridge,  Iowa,  and  also  a  stockholder  in  the  Cambridge  Canning  Company,  and 
is  recognized  as  one  of  the  substantial  and  affluent  residents  of  Elkhart  town¬ 
ship. 

Mr.  Berkstrand  was  married,  in  December,  1906,  to  Miss  Johanna  Ostrem, 
a  daughter  of  Johanas  and  Aasa  (Langlan)  Ostrem,  both  natives  of  Norway, 
where  their  entire  lives  were  spent,  the  father  there  engaging  in  agricultural 
pursuits.  Unto  Air.  and  Mrs.  Berkstrand  have  been  born  three  children,  Joel 
A.,  Alfred  L.  and  Anna  M.,  aged  four  years,  two  years  and  four  months 
respectively.  The  parents  are  members  of  the  Lutheran  church,  and  the  repub¬ 
lican  party  finds  in  Mr.  Berkstrand  a  stalwart  supporter,  although  the  honors 
and  emoluments  of  office  have  never  held  attraction  for  him.  Although  com¬ 
paratively  a  young  man  he  has,  nevertheless,  made  for  himself  a  creditable 
position  in  agricultural  and  commercial  circles,  and  his  name  is  now  a  well 
known  one  throughout  the  community  by  reason  of  his  progressive  spirit  and 
the  commercial  integrity  which  he  has  ever  displayed  in  his  transactions. 


WESLEY  REDHEAD. 

Wesley  Redhead,  who  was  an  employe  in  the  office  of  the  Iowa  Capital  Re¬ 
porter  when  the  first  state  constitution  was  there  printed  and  who,  left  an  orphan 
at  the  age  of  six  years,  was  early  thrown  upon  his  own  resources,  became 
through  the  force  of  his  industry,  determination,  ambition  and  capable  manage¬ 
ment  one  of  the  leading  and  prosperous  business  men  of  the  capital  city.  He 
was  the  proprietor  of  the  fourth  book  store  established  in  the  state  and  was  one 
of  the  pioneers  in  the  development  of  the  coal  industry.  Necessity  called  forth 
his  latent  powers  and  his  initiative  spirit  led  to  the  organization  of  various  busi¬ 
ness  enterprises  which  were  valuable  elements  in  public  progress  as  well  as  in 
individual  success.  He  came  in  time  to  rank  with  the  most  prominent  business 
men  of  Des  Moines. 

He  was  born  near  Penrith,  Cumberland  county,  England,  on  the  226.  of  July, 
1825,  and  was  a  little  lad  of  four  years  when  his  parents,  Nicholas  and  Sarah 
(Clark)  Redhead,  crossed  the  Atlantic  to  become  residents  of  Alontreal,  Canada. 
His  father  had  followed  merchandising  in  England  and  continued  in  the  same 
line  of  business  in  Montreal  to  the  time  of  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1831. 
In  the  same  year  the  mother  fell  a  victim  to  the  great  cholera  scourge,  and  thus 
were  orphaned  a  family  of  six  sons  and  one  daughter,  of  whom  Wesley  was  the 
sixth  in  order  of  birth.  He  and  his  younger  brother  went  to  live  with  an  uncle 
in  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  and  the  schools  of  that  city  provided  him  his  educational 
privileges.  But  when  quite  young  necessity  forced  him  out  in  the  world  to  earn 
his  own  living  and  he  entered  upon  an  apprenticeship  in  a  printing  office.  He 
was  also  one  of  the  first  newsboys  of  Cincinnati ;  but  his  uncle,  regarding  the 
influences  around  him  as  detrimental  to  the  best  character  development,  sent  him 
to  Fairfield,  Vermont,  when  he  was  fourteen  years  of  age,  his  eldest  brother 
being  then  engaged  in  the  cabinet-making  business  in  that  city. 

After  spending  four  months  with  his  brother  Mr.  Redhead  became  so  dis¬ 
satisfied  that  he  determined  to  run  away  and  thereafter  depend  upon  his  own 
resources  and  ability.  Accordingly  he  set  out  with  but  five  cents  in  his  pocket 
and  with  but  a  poor  suit  of  clothes.  From  Fairfield  he  walked  to  St.  Albans,  Ver¬ 
mont,  and  thence  proceeded  to  Whitehall,  New  York,  where  he  secured  employ¬ 
ment  as  a  driver  on  the  Erie  canal.  When  the  boating  season  ended  he  obtained 
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employment  on  a  farm  in  Washington  county,  New  York,  receiving  as  a  com¬ 
pensation  for  his  labors  his  board,  clothing  and  the  opportunity  of  attending 
school  for  three  months.  He  spent  two  years  there,  working  diligently,  but  was 
not  satisfied  with  the  business  outlook  before  him  and  went  to  Saratoga  Springs, 
where  for  two  seasons  he  was  employed  as  dipper  boy.  Within  that  time  lie 
saved  a  little  money,  after  which  he  greatly  surprised  his  relatives  by  making 
them  a  visit  in  Cincinnati.  He  afterward  engaged  as  cabin  boy  on  a  Mississippi 
steamboat  and,  having  reached  Muscatine,  Iowa,  in  September,  1844,  he  de¬ 
cided  to  visit  a  brother  who  was  then  living  in  Iowa  City,  at  that  time  the  state 
capital.  While  there  he  obtained  a  situation  in  the  office  of  the  Iowa  Capital 
Reporter,  his  salary  being  three  dollars  per  week,  and  it  was  during  that  fall 
that  the  first  constitution  of  Iowa  was  printed  in  the  office  where  he  was  em¬ 
ployed. 

With  a  nature  that  could  never  be  content  with  mediocrity,  Mr.  Redhead 
continued  making  changes  that  seemed  to  promise  better  and  broader  oppor¬ 
tunities.  In  the  year  1845  he  went  to  Anamosa,  where  he  operated  a  carding 
machine  until  impaired  health  forced  him  to  abandon  that  work  and  he  re¬ 
turned  to  Iowa  City.  As  he  was  not  qualified  for  hard  manual  labor,  he  took 
up  the  tailor’s  trade,  at  which  he  served  a  three  years'  apprenticeship.  He  con¬ 
tinued  to  follow  the  trade  at  Iowa  City  until  1851,  when  he  came  to  Fort  Des 
Moines  and  established  business  on  his  own  account.  But  he  did  not  like  the 
work  and  the  venture  was  not  profitable,  so  that  after  a  year  he  closed  out  his 
shop  and  accepted  a  clerkship  in  a  store  at  a  salary  of  twenty-five  dollars  per 
month.  The  city  of  Des  Moines  was  then  in  its  embryonic  state.  A  little  settle¬ 
ment  had  grown  up  on  the  site  of  the  present  capital  and  from  that  time  until 
his  death  Mr.  Redhead  was  closely,  actively  and  helpfully  associated  with  move¬ 
ments  and  projects  that  have  constituted  important  elements  in  the  city’s  growth, 
improvement  and  progress. 

In  1853  he  was  appointed  postmaster  of  Fort  Des  Moines  by  President  Fill¬ 
more,  following  the  resignation  of  Hoyt  Sherman,  and  for  nine  years  he  con¬ 
tinued  in  that  position,  acceptably  discharging  the  duties  that  devolved  upon 
him.  Shortly  after  his  appointment  as  postmaster  he  opened  a  small  line  of 
books,  becoming  proprietor  of  the  fourth  book  store  in  the  state.  He  built  up 
a  fine  business,  gradually  enlarging  his  stock  until  he  was  at  the  head  of  one  of 
the  extensive  book  stores  of  Iowa.  After  a  time  he  admitted  R.  T.  Wellslauger 
to  a  partnership  that  was  maintained  for  several  years.  Subsequently  the  firm 
became  Redhead,  Norton  &  Lathrop,  and  their  establishment,  in  importance  and 
in  the  extent  of  trade,  overtopped  all  others  in  the  state.  They  conducted  busB 
ness  as  wholesalers  and  jobbers  in  books,  stationary,  fancy  goods,  etc.,  and 
their  ramifying  trade  interests  reached  out  over  a  constantly  widening  territory. 
Success  in  one  field  prompted  Mr.  Redhead  to  extend  his  efforts  into  others  and 
the  determination,  close  application  and  energy  which  brought  him  prosperity  as 
a  book  merchant  also  gained  him  advancement  in  other  directions. 

In  November,  1864,  he  organized  the  first  coal  company  in  Des  Moines  and 
began  the  first  systematic  coal  mining.  His  efforts  attracted  the  attention  of 
others  and  in  August,  1865,  the  Des  Moines  Coal  Company  was  organized,  Mr. 
Redhead  having  as  his  associates  James  Starr,  William  Vincent,  B.  F.  Allen, 
William  Phillips,  Hoyt  Sherman  and  others.  The  company  purchased  a  set  of 
Fairbanks’  scales  and  Mr.  Redhead  did  the  first  weighing  of  coal  in  this  city. 
Success  attended  the  new  enterprise  and  gradually  he  purchased  the  interest  of 
his  partners  until,  in  1874,  he  became  sole  proprietor.  He  was  then  alone  in 
business  until  May,  1880,  when  James  P.  Clark  was  admitted  under  the  firm 
name  of  the  Pioneer  Coal  Company,  with  Mr.  Redhead  as  president.  In  1890 
he  again  became  sole  owner  of  the  business.  Moreover,  he  became  a  factor  in 
the  successful  management  of  various  other  companies  and  corporations.  At 
one  time  he  was  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  Black  Diamond  Coal  Company 
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of  Marion  county,  Iowa ;  treasurer  of  the  Des  Moines  Scale  Company ;  a  director 
of  the  State  National  Bank;  and  vice  president  of  the  State  Printing  Company. 

He  organized  the  Pioneer  Hay  Company  for  the  conduct  of  a  wholesale 
business  in  hay  and  was  chosen  its  president.  He  made  extensive  investments  in 
property,  becoming  the  owner  of  large  farms,  and  his  home  was  a  palatial  resi¬ 
dence,  which  at  the  time  of  its  erection  was  situated  at  the  corporation  limits 
of  the  city  but  is  now  within  the  boundaries  of  Des  Moines.  A  park  which  was 
named  in  his  honor  has  also  become  a  part  of  the  city.  He  was  the  owner  of 
extensive  tracts  of  land  in  Polk  county  and  in  his  real-estate  investments,  as  in 
other  connections,  his  business  was  attended  with  a  gratifying  measure  of  suc¬ 
cess.  At  one  time  he  was  treasurer  of  the  State  Insurance  Company  of  Iowa, 
and  he  located  the  present  state  fair  site  which  he  sold  to  the  state. 

On  the  i st  of  October,  1851,  Mr.  Redhead  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Isabelle  Clarke,  of  Iowa  City,  who  was  a  sister  of  the  wives  of  ex-Governor 
Kirkwood,  Edward  Lucas,  I.  E.  Jewett  and  William  Rutton,  of  Iowa  City.  All 
were  ladies  of  broad  culture  and  natural  refinement,  fitted  to  adorn  the  high 
stations  in  life  to  which  they  were  called.  The  death  of  Mrs.  Redhead  occurred 
in  1858,  and  in  i860,  in  Des  Moines,  Mr.  Redhead  wedded  Anna  Seymour,  a 
daughter  of  Austin  and  Margaret  (Miller)  Seymour  and  a  native  of  Kentucky, 
whence  she  came  to  Des  Moines  in  1855.  The  children  of  this  marriage  were 
three  sons  and  five  daughters,  of  whom  three  are  yet  living :  George  S.,  Charles 
W.  and  Herbert  S. 

Mr.  Redhead  exemplified  in  his  life  the  beneficent  spirit  of  the  Masonic  fra¬ 
ternity,  with  which  he  long  held  membership.  His  was  also  a  noble  Christian 
character,  in  keeping  with  his  professions  as  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episco¬ 
pal  church.  His  early  political  allegiance  was  given  to  the  democracy,  but  in  1861 
he  became  a  supporter  of  the  republican  party,  which  was  the  defense  of  the 
Union  during  the  dark  days  of  the  Civil  war.  He  served  for  one  term  as  a 
member  of  the  Iowa  legislature,  was  supervisor  of  his  county,  a  member  of  the 
city  council  and  also  of  the  school  board.  In  these  various  relations  he  proved 
his  loyalty  to  the  general  welfare,  seeking  at  all  times  the  progress  and  best 
interests  of  the  community.  His  home  was  the  scene  of  many  brilliant  social 
functions  in  the  early  days.  Both  of  his  marriages  were  most  happy,  and  a  very 
attractive  hospitality  was  ever  a  feature  of  the  household. 

At  all  times  and  in  every  relation  of  life  Mr.  Redhead  was  a  most  active 
man,  accomplishing  what  he  undertook  and  holding  to  high  ideals  whether  in 
business,  social  or  public  life.  His  record  indicates  clearly  what  can  be  accom¬ 
plished  when  determination,  laudable  ambition  and  energy  lead  the  way.  His 
youth  was  a  period  in  which  he  knew  privation  and  want.  Hard  work  was  his 
lot  from  his  boyhood  days  until  his  own  labor  had  brought  to  him  a  measure 
of  success  that  enabled  him  largely  to  relegate  to  others  the  heavier  burdens  of 
business  life.  He  never  scorned  honest  employment,  yet  he  continually  sought 
a  wider  field  of  labor  and  larger  opportunities  of  advancement  and,  never  fear¬ 
ing  to  venture  where  favoring  opportunity  led  the  way,  he  came  in  time  to  a 
prominent  position  in  connection  with  many  important  business  interests  of 
this  state. 


HUBERT  UTTERBACK. 

Hubert  Utterback,  one  of  the  comparatively  recent  accessions  to  the  Des 
Moines  bar,  has  demonstrated  his  ability  and  is  now  assured  of  a  lucrative 
and  growing  clientele.  He  is  a  native  of  Iowa,  born  near  Hayesville,  Keokuk 
county,  June  28,  1880,  a  son  of  Adna  M.  and  Julia  Esther  (Hayes)  Utterback, 
on  the  paternal  side  his  grandparents  being  Josiah  and  Frances  E.  (Dyer) 
Utterback,  formerly  of  Sigourney,  Iowa.  Josiah  Utterback  is  now  a  resident  of 
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Pasadena,  California.  On  the  maternal  side  his  grandparents  were  Joel  Win- 
throp  and  Esther  (Brolliar)  Hayes,  of  Hayesville,  Iowa,  both  of  whom  are 
deceased.  The  father  of  our  subject  is  now  living  in  Keokuk  county,  where 
he  has  resided  during  his  entire  life,  and  is  a  well  known  farmer  and  stock 
buyer.  He  has  been  prominent  in  county  politics  and  served  as  a  member  of 
the  county  board  of  supervisors  and  also  very  acceptably  as  a  member  of  the 
Iowa  house  of  representatives. 

Hubert  Utterback  received  his  early  education  in  a  country  school  one  and 
one-half  miles  east  of  Hedrick,  Iowa,  and  later  attended  the  public  schools  of 
Hedrick  and  the  Hedrick  Normal  and  Commercial  School.  Having  decided 
to  devote  his  life  to  the  law,  he  became  a  student  of  Drake  University,  graduat¬ 
ing  from  the  liberal  arts  department  in  1903  with  the  degree  of  A.  B.  and  from 
the  law  department  in  1906  with  the  degree  of  LL.  B.  He  continued  his  studies 
still  further  and  in  June,  1911,  received  the  degree  of  LL.  M.  from  the  same 
university.  He  entered  the  law  office  of  the  late  William  H.  Bailey  of  Des 
Moines  in  1905  and  continued  there  until  after  being  admitted  to  the  bar. 
While  in  the  university  he  was  for  four  years  a  member  of  the  Athenian 
Literary  Society.  In  his  sophomore  year  he  was  manager  of  the  lecture  course, 
which  for  the  first  time  in  years  was  conducted  at  a  profit.  He  belonged  to  the 
track  team,  was  chosen  president  of  the  Athenian  Literary  Society  and  was 
elected  for  the  year  following  editor  of  the  Quax,  the  university  annual,  and 
also  as  a  member  of  the  Athenian  Literary  Society  Debating  Team  for  two 
years.  In  his  junior  year  he  was  a  member  of  the  lecture  course  committee  and 
was  manager  of  the  track  team  and  baseball  team.  In  his  senior  year  he  was 
manager  of  all  athletics.  In  the  college  year  of  1902-3  he  represented  Drake 
University  on  the  Iowa  state  games  committee  and  now  represents  the  Univer¬ 
sity  of  Missouri  on  the  Missouri  Valley  conference  games  committee.  After  com¬ 
pleting  his  college  course,  because  of  his  health,  he  went  to  Colorado,  where  he 
spent  a  year  and  then  reentered  Drake  as  a  student  in  the  law  department. 
Since  1906  he  has  engaged  in  the  active  practice  of  the  law,  and  although  for 
the  first  two  or  three  years  he  experienced  difficulty  in  gaining  recognition,  he 
steadily  persevered  and  has  won  several  difficult  cases.  Being  thoroughly  quali¬ 
fied  for  his  life  work,  he  has  gained  deserved  recognition  as  a  capable  advo¬ 
cate  and  counselor.  He  has  been  prominent  in  politics  and  is  an  earnest  advo¬ 
cate  of  the  principles  of  the  democratic  party,  favoring  a  complete,  progressive, 
popular  government  program.  He  was  a  candidate  for  county  attorney  of 
Polk  county  in  1908  and  led  the  democratic  county  ticket  by  several  hundred 
votes,  his  opponent  being  Lawrence  De  Grafif.  In  1910  he  was  the  democratic 
candidate  for  state  senator,  John  B.  Sullivan  being  his  opponent  on  the  republi¬ 
can  ticket.  He  reduced  the  usual  republican  majority  to  about  twenty-two 
hundred  plurality  for  Mr.  Sullivan  and  received  from  three  hundred  to  eleven 
hundred  more  votes  than  the  other  candidates  on  the  democratic  county  ticket. 
He  served  as  head  of  the  legal  department  of  the  Iowa  Business  College  in 
1907,  1908  and  1909,  to  May,  1910,  and  is  also  a  member  of  the  faculty  of  the 
law  department  of  Drake  University.  Professionally  he  is  identified  with  the 
Drake  Law  Club  and  the  Lawyers’  Club,  being  president  of  the  former  and  a 
member  of  the  executive  committee  of  the  latter  organization.  He  is  also  a 
member  of  the  Polk  County  Bar  Association  and  the  Iowa  State  Bar  Associa¬ 
tion. 

On  the  4th  of  October,  1904,  Mr.  Utterback  was  married  at  Des  Moines  to 
Miss  Edith  Gwynne,  a  daughter  of  Dr.  Robert  and  Anna  Rebecca  Gwynne,  the 
former  of  whom  died  in  the  early  ’80s  at  Madrid,  Iowa.  The  family  on  both 
sides  of  the  house  was  identified  with  the  pioneer  settlement  of  Boone  and 
Dallas  counties.  Two  children,  Esther  and  Gretchen,  have  been  born  to  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Utterback.  In  religious  belief  Mr.  Utterback  adheres  to  the  Chris¬ 
tian  faith  and  is  a  member  of  the  University  Place  Church  of  Christ,  serving 
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at  the  present  time  as  deacon.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  board  of  directors 
of  the  Men's  Club  of  the  church  and  as  a  public-spirited  man  is  a  member  of 
the  Des  Moines  Citizens’  Association,  and  is  identified  with  The  Men  and 
Religion  Forward  Movement.  Fraternally  he  is  connected  with  Adelphic  Lodge, 
No.  509,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  of  which  he  is  junior  warden;  University  Lodge, 
No.  356,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  of  which  he  is  trustee  and  chaplain,  and  also  holds  mem¬ 
bership  with  the  Yeomen  of  America  and  the  Homesteaders.  He  also  belongs 
to  the  University  Club,  the  Iowa  State  Jefferson  Club,  the  Waveland  Golf  Club 
and  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association.  Being  endowed  with  an  abun¬ 
dance  of  energy  and  perseverance,  he  bravely  met  many  obstacles  at  the  outset 
of  his  legal  career  and  thus  gained  professional  recognition.  He  has  the  satis¬ 
faction  of  knowing  that  many  difficulties  have  been  conquered,  and  the  credit¬ 
able  place  he  has  won  for  himself  gives  assurance  of  increasing  responsibilities 
in  the  years  to  come. 


henry  j.  McDonald. 

Polk  county  had  hardly  passed  beyond  the  pioneer  epoch  when  Henry  J. 
McDonald  took  up  his  abode  within  its  borders.  He  was  classed  with  those 
who  were  still  known  as  early  settlers,  for  from  1867  until  his  death,  which 
occurred  forty-three  years  later,  he  remained  a  resident  of  Polk  county  and  his 
steiling  qualities  were  such  that  men  were  glad  to  call  him  friend.  He  was 
born  at  Kingston,  New  Jersey,  September  26,  1834,  a  son  of  Joseph  and  Cath¬ 
erine  (Hayes)  McDonald,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  New  Jersey,  where 
the  father  carried  on  farming  and  fruit-raising.  In  his  youth  Henry  J.  McDon¬ 
ald  profited  by  the  educational  advantages  afforded  by  the  public  schools.  Arriv¬ 
ing  in  Polk  county  in  1867,  he  turned  his  attention  to  agricultural  pursuits, 
making  his  home  upon  a  farm  near  Polk  City  until  1882.  Industry  and  per¬ 
severance  characterized  him  in  the  conduct  of  his  farming  interests,  but  at 
length  he  retired  from  the  work  of  the  fields  and  removed  to  Des  Moines, 
becoming  traveling  representative  for  the  J.  I.  Case  Company  and  the  I.  L. 
Ellwood  Barbed  Wire  Company,  of  De  Kalb,  Illinois,  representing  those  two 
firms  until  1898,  when  he  retired  from  an  active  business  life. 

Mr.  McDonald  was  married,  in  i860,  to  Miss  Carrie  L.  Tindell,  of  New 
Brunswick,  New  Jersey,  and  unto  them  was  born  a  son,  who  died  in  1876, 
when  fourteen  years  of  age.  Mrs.  McDonald  survived  until  June,  1894,  and 
passed  away  in  Des  Moines.  On  the  30th  of  October,  1895,  Mr.  McDonald 
was  again  married,  his  second  union  being  with  Miss  Adell  Parsons,  a  daughter 
of  Luther  B.  and  Clarissa  (De\ereaux)  Parsons,  of  Knoxville,  Iowa. 

Colonel  McDonald  was  well  entitled  to  wear  the  Grand  Army  button  and  no 
man  of  Des  Moines  was  more  popular  or  highly  esteemed  in  Grand  Army  cir¬ 
cles  than  he.  Soon  after  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  war  he  responded  to  the 
country's  call  for  troops,  enlisting  on  the  10th  of  September,  1861,  as  a  private 
of  Company  A,  Eleventh  Connecticut  Volunteer  Infantry.  His  promotion  was 
rapid  and  the  following  account  of  his  war  record  is  taken  from  the  memorial 
prepared  by  the  Military  Order  of  the  Loyal  Legion,  of  which  he  was  a  repre¬ 
sentative,  his  membership  being  .in  the  commandery  of  Iowa:  “Promoted  second 
lieutenant  by  special  order  of  General  A.  E.  Burnside,  June  17,  1862,  with  rank 
from  March  31,  1862.  Promoted  first  lieutenant  Company  A,  July  27,  i86£. 
Promoted  Captain  Company  D,  December  2,  1862.  Promoted  major  of  his 
regiment,  March  11,  1865.  Promoted  lieutenant  colonel,  December  14,  1865, 
but  not  mustered  in  this  rank  on  account  of  deficiency  in  strength  of  regiment. 
Companion  McDonald  participated  in  the  following  battles  and  engagements : 
Roanoke  Island,  February  8,  1862;  South  Mountain,  September  14,  1862; 
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Antietam,  September  17,  18 62;  Fredericksburg,  December  12  to  15,  1862;  Suf¬ 
folk,  April  24  and  May  24,  1863;  Drury’s  Bluff,  May  16,  1864;  and  was  there 
captured  and  endured  all  the  hardships  of  life  in  rebel  prisons  until  paroled 
March  1,  1865,  nine  and  a  half  months.  Upon  rejoining  his  regiment  in  June, 
1865,  he  was  detailed  as  assistant  inspector  general  on  the  staff  of  Major  Gen¬ 
eral  Terry,  August  10,  1865.  Assumed  command  of  post  at  Lynchburg,  Vir¬ 
ginia,  relieving  General  Brisco,  September  29,  1865.  Companion  McDonald  was 
wounded  at  Antietam  and  disabled  and  made  a  prisoner  at  Drury’s  Bluff  as 
above  mentioned. 

“The  foregoing  record  is  indeed  a  notable  one;  it  speaks  with  simple  but 
enduring  eloquence  of  Colonel  McDonald’s  high  character  and  achievements 
as  a  man  and  a  soldier.  That  he  was  a  trusted  and  capable  officer  arid  leader  is 
evidenced  by  the  fact  of  his  continuous  promotions.  That  he  courageously 
encountered  and  endured  all  the  hazards  and  hardships  of  the  march,  the  camp 
and  the  battlefield,  including  wounds  and  rebel  prison  pens,  is  evidenced  by  the 
record  of  the  number  and  importance  of  the  bloody  battles  and  engagements 
in  which  he  was  an  active  participant.  That  his  service  was  with  a  gallant  and 
fighting  regiment  is  evidenced  by  the  fact  that  at  the  time  he  received  his 
merited  promotion  to  the  rank  of  lieutenant  colonel  their  strength  was  reduced 
to  such  a  small  number  that  he  could  not,  under  the  regulations  of  the  war 
department,  be  mustered  in  that  grade.  In  the  later  years  of  his  life,  following 
the  terrific  struggle,  the  consciousness  of  possessing  such  a  record  of  faithful, 
loyal  and  gallant  service  in  the  defence  of  his  country,  the  flag  and  human 
liberty,  must  have  been  a  source  of  great  pleasure  and  satisfaction  to  him.” 

At  the  time  of  his  death,  which  occurred  October  20,  1910,  one  of  the  local 
papers  wrote  of  him :  “Colonel  McDonald’s  war  record  is  one  any  man  would 
be  proud  of,  but  this  record  does  not  contain  an  account  of  his  most  heroic 
struggle.  His  neighbors  and  friends  know  that  his  last  battle,  his  struggle 
with  a  disease  which  he  knew  from  the  first  was  likely  to  prove  fatal,  was  his 
bravest  and  best  battle.  To  go  bravely  forward  to  meet  the  enemy  without 
beating  of  drums  and  blaring  of  trumpets  and  waving  of  banners,  to  bear  con¬ 
stantly  agonizing  pain  and  yet  to  meet  each  day’s  advance  of  the  grim  reaper 
with  a  cheerful  face,  requires  courage  of  the  highest  order.  He  stood  the  test. 
T  don’t  know  why  it  is,  but  there’s  some  good  reason  for  it,  and  it’s  all  right,’ 
he  would  say.  Colonel  McDonald  was  a  man  who  endeared  himself  to  his 
friends  and  neighbors  by  his  enthusiastic  interest  in  plant  life.  His  garden 
was  his  delight;  a  delight  which  he  shared  with  all.  No  blossom  was  too  choice 
to  cut;  he  grew  to  give.  The  big  petunia  bed  which  he  planted  outside  his 
garden,  along  the  alley,  that  passers-by  might  be  cheered  by  the  gay  blossoms, 
will  long  remain  a  monument  to  one  who  thought  on  the  ‘things  that  are 
lovely.’  ” 

Colonel  McDonald  not  only  had  appreciation  for  the  beauty  of  flowers  but 
in  all  nature,  and  that  beauty  of  character  which  transcends  even  the  beauty 
of  nature.  He  ever  appreciated  worth  in  others  and  no  man  was  more  loyal 
or  faithful  to  his  friends. 


GUY  W.  LIGHT. 

The  young  business  men  of  Polk  county  are  entitled  to  great  credit  for  their 
ability  and  progressiveness,  many  of  them  being  among  the  most  successful 
citizens  of  the  county.  In  the  number  is  Guy  W.  Light,  who  is  at  the  head  of 
a  flourishing  livery  establishment  at  Bondurant.  He  was  born  on  a  farm  in 
this  county,  the  son  of  J.  P.  and  Mary  (Stooten)  Light,  the  latter  of  whom  was 
a  daughter  of  John  and  Anna  Stooten,  who  were  early  settlers  in  this  county. 
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Mrs.  Stooten  is  still  living  at  Bondurant.  The  father  was  born  in  Tennessee, 
June  27,  1864,  and  came  to  Iowa  with  his  parents,  John  and  Elizabeth  Light, 
in  1872,  the  family  settling  at  Altoona.  Four  children  were  reared  by  John 
and  Elizabeth  Light,  namely :  J.  P. ;  Henry ;  Yivia,  who  became  Mrs.  Cheeney ; 
and  Rebecca.  Six  children  blessed  the  union  of  John  P.  and  Mary  Light: 
Guy,  the  subject  of  this  review;  and  Harry,  Mable,  Emory,  Bernice,  and  Lena, 
all  of  whom  are  at  home. 

Educated  in  the  public  schools  Guy  W.  Light  grew  up  under  the  parental 
roof  and  early  gave  evidence  of  ambition  to  accomplish  a  worthy  object  in  the 
world.  Since  1904  he  has  engaged  in  the  livery  business  at  Bondurant.  Being 
a  man  of  energy,  excellent  judgment  and  good  address,  he  has  steadily  devel¬ 
oped  his  business  until  he  is  now  proprietor  of  one  of  the  substantial  concerns 
of  the  town.  His  success  is  entirely  due  to  his  industry,  adaptability  and  tact 
in  meeting  the  wants  of  his  patrons,  whose  number  from  year  to  year  has 
shown  a  gratifying  increase.  In  the  summer  time  he  runs  an  auto  livery, 
which  is  generously  patronized.  In  political  affairs  he  is  identified  with  the 
republican  party,  believing  that  in  supporting  its  principles  and  candidates  he 
is  discharging  a  patriotic  obligation,  which  should  be  one  of  the  first  duties  of 
every  good  citizen.  Socially,  he  is  prominent  in  the  community.  He  is  a 
valued  member  of  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America  and  has  many  friends 
in  that  organization.  In  religious  belief  he  adheres  to  the  Christian  church, 
and  in  business  affairs  has  always  aimed  to  give  full  value  for  value  received. 
He  has  made  good  use  of  his  opportunities  and  is  rightly  numbered  among  the 
estimable  citizens  of  Polk  county. 


JACKSON  BEYER. 

With  the  lumber  trade  of  Iowa,  Jackson  Beyer  has  long  been  connected  and 
is  now  secretary  of  the  Queal  Lumber  Company  of  Des  Moines,  giving  undi¬ 
vided  attention  to  the  development  of  the  business  and  the  expansion  of  his 
trade  relations.  He  is  a  native  of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  born  December 
28,  1852.  His  father  was  a  pioneer  of  the  Keystone  state  and  his  mother,  who 
bore  the  maiden  name  of  Mary  Brunner,  was  also  a  representative  of  an  old 
Pennsylvania  family.  The  public  schools  of  Pennsylvania  afforded  Jackson 
Beyer  his  educational  opportunities.  He  pursued  his  studies  until  about  seven¬ 
teen  years  of  age  and  then,  thinking  that  the  opportunities  of  his  home  locality 
were  more  restricted  than  those  of  the  growing  middle  west,  he  came  to  Iowa 
in  1869,  settling  first  in  Nevada.  There  he  remained  for  only  eight  months, 
however,  after  which  he  went  to  Ames,  Iowa,  where  he  worked  on  a  farm.  He 
was  employed  in  that  way  for  several  years,  after  which  he  was  united  in  mar¬ 
riage  to  Miss  Mary  Queal,  a  daughter  of  Atcheson  and  Lucy  (French)  Queal, 
of  New  York  state.  Two  children  have  been  born  of  this  union,  Lucy  T.  and 
John  H. 

Not  long  after  his  marriage  Mr.  Beyer  and  his  wife  removed  to  Sheldahl, 
Iowa,  taking  up  their  abode  in  that  town  in  1879.  He  joined  his  brother-in- 
law  in  the  establishment  and  conduct  of  a  lumber  business  at  that  place,  con¬ 
ducting  the  yard  for  three  years,  after  which  he  returned  to  Ames,  where  he 
opened  another  lumber  yard  in  connection  with  Mr.  Queal.  Mr.  Beyer  con¬ 
tinued  in  Ames,  however,  for  only  about  a  year  and  in  1883  came  to  Des  Moines, 
where  he  has  since  made  his  home,  the  period  of  his  residence  here  now  cover¬ 
ing  twenty-eight  years.  Immediately  upon  his  arrival  he  and  Mr.  Queal  opened 
what  is  known  as  the  Queal  lumber  yards,  beginning  business  upon  a  small 
basis.  The  trade  has  since  grown  until  their  yards  are  now  the  most  extensive 
in  the  city  and  their  business  reaches  out  far  into  the  adjoining  territory.  They 
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carry  a  very  extensive  stock  of  lumber  and  the  success  of  their  undertaking 
is  indicated  in  the  substantial  and  rapid  growth  of  their  business.  Mr.  Beyer 
acts  as  secretary  and  general  manager  of  the  company  and  his  success  has  fol¬ 
lowed  close  application  and  earnest  effort. 

For  a  short  time  Mr.  Beyer  held  the  office  of  justice  of  the  peace  in  Lin¬ 
coln  township,  Polk  county,  but  resigned  owing  to  other  demands  made  upon 
him.  In  matters  of  general  concern,  however,  he  is  public-spirited,  being 
greatly  interested  in  all  that  pertains  to  the  welfare  and  progress  of  the  com¬ 
munity.  Fraternally  he  is  a  Mason  and  has  taken  high  rank  in  the  order,  hold¬ 
ing  membership  in  the  consistory  and  shrine.  He  is  also  prominent  in  the 
Knights  of  Pythias  lodge  and  is  an  ardent  Elk.  He  is  fully  in  sympathy  with 
the  fraternal  spirit  of  these  orders,  which  recognizes  the  brotherhood  of  man¬ 
kind  and  the  obligations  of  the  individual  to  his  fellowmen,  and  he  is  ever 
ready  to  extend  a  helping  hand  to  one  of  his  brethren  in  these  organizations. 


FRANK  J.  FOY. 

Among  the  residents  of  Iowa  who  in  the  cultivation  of  her  rich  soil  are 
meeting  with  substantial  success,  is  numbered  Frank  J.  Foy.  He  was  born  in 
Switzerland,  on  the  19th  of  April,  1869,  a  son  of  Joseph  and  Caroline  Smith, 
also  natives  of  that  country.  The  mother  there  passed  away  in  1870  and  in  1876 
the  father  came  to  the  United  States,  locating  in  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  where  he 
followed  his  trade  of  basket-making  throughout  the  remainder  of  his  life, 
passing  away  in  that  city  in  1880. 

.  When  but  seven  years  of  age  Frank  J.  Foy  was  brought  by  his  father  to 
this  country,  and  when  nine  years  old  was  adopted  by  Adam  and  Maria  (Les¬ 
ter)  Foy,.  natives  of  Ireland  and  Illinois  respectively.  Mr.  Foy  had  come  to 
America  in.  1850,  locating  in  New  York  upon  his  arrival,  but  later  going  to 
Pennsylvania.  Subsequently  he  was  engaged  in  river  pursuits  on  the  Missis¬ 
sippi  during  the  summer  months,  while  in  the  winter  seasons  he  worked  in  the 
forests,  his  time  being  thus  employed  for  about  fifteen  years.  At  the  expira¬ 
tion  of  that  time  he  came  to  Iowa  and  was  employed  at  the  Agricultural  Col¬ 
lege  at  Ames  for  a  time.  He  then  went  to  Des  Moines  and  purchased  a  team 
with  which  he  hauled  freight  between  Nevada  and  Des  Moines  for  several 
years.  Subsequently  he  invested  in  eighty  acres  of  land  in  Washington  town¬ 
ship,  Polk  county,  and  was  actively  engaged  in  its  operation  until  1886,  when 
he  retired  from  business  life,  continuing  his  residence  upon  his  farm,  however, 
until  his  death.  As  he  prospered  in  his  undertaking  he  invested  in  more  prop¬ 
erty  until  he  eventually  became  the  owner  of  two  hundred  and  eighty  acres, 
all  well  improved  land.  He  passed  away  on  the  8th  of  August,  1908,  but  his 
wife  survives  and  at  the  age  of  seventy-one  makes  her  home  on  the  old  home¬ 
stead. 

Frank  J.  Foy  was  given  good  advantages  for  thorough  mental  training, 
acquiring  his  preparatory  work  in  the  district  schools  of  Polk  county,  while 
later  he  became  a  pupil  in  the  public  schools  of  Des  Moines.  After  his  gradua¬ 
tion  therefrom  he  became  a  student  in  the  Des  Moines  Normal  College,  and, 
making  the  most  of  his  opportunities,  was  able,  upon  leaving  that  institution 
at  the  age  of  nineteen  years,  to  engage  in  the  profession  of  teaching.  He  was 
thus  employed  for  three  terms,  after  which  he  withdrew  from  that  occupation 
to  take  up  agricultural  pursuits,  in  which  he  was  engaged  for  two  years.  He 
then  went  to  Maxwell  and  accepted  a  position  as  clerk  in  a  general  store, 
remaining  there  one  year.  In  1894  he  went  to  Arkansas,  where  he  worked  on  a 
tram  road  in  the  logging  business  six  months,  after  which  he  operated  his 
foster  father’s  place  five  years.  At  the  end  of  that  period  he  purchased  a  tract 
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in  Polk  county,  Minnesota,  and,  taking  up  his  abode  thereon,  established  a  meat 
market  at  Fisher,  ’Minnesota,  which,  however,  he  conducted  only  six  months. 
He  was  next  employed  as  fireman  for  the  Great  Northern  Railroad,  being  thus 
connected  only  a  short  time,  following  which  he  returned  to  Iowa  and  made 
his  home  one  year  in  Cedar  Rapids,  there  working  in  the  Rock  Island  shops  as 
an  assistant  blacksmith.  After  severing  his  connections  in  that  city,  Mr.  Foy 
moved  to  Canon  City,  Colorado,  where  he  was  engaged  as  smelter  one  year.  In 
the  meantime  he  had  pursued  a  course  of  study  in  engineering  and  the  follow¬ 
ing  seven  months  he  spent  as  fireman  for  the  Colorado  Fuel  &  Iron  Company 
at  Chandler.  Colorado,  while  five  months  were  spent  in  a  similar  capacity  in  the 
power  house. 

Mr.  Foy  then  returned  to  the  old  homestead,  upon  which  his  foster-parents 
wem  residing,  for  they  were  growing  old  and  had  no  other  children,  and  he 
has  since  given  his  time  and  attention  to  its  cultivation.  Being  practical  and 
progressive  in  his  business,  he  has  brought  this  property  to  a  finely  developed 
state,  using  the  most  modern  methods  of  tilling  the  soil,  and  has  introduced  the 
latest  inventions  in  farm  machinery  to  facilitate  the  work  of  the  fields.  He 
owns  twenty-three  head  of  cattle,  twenty-one  head  of  horses  and  raises  on  an 
average  of  eighty  head  of  hogs  annually,  and  both  branches  of  his  business  are 
proving  profitable  sources  of  revenue,  so  that  he  today  enjoys  a  most  credit¬ 
able  degree  of  prosperity. 

Mr.  Foy  laid  the  foundation  for  a  happy  home  life  of  his  own  through  his 
marriage,  on  the  24th  of  January,  1891,  to  Miss  Arvilla  Douglas,  a  daughter 
of  John  and  Mary  (Wurtenburger)  Douglas,  both  natives  of  Ohio.  The 
father,  a  farmer  by  occupation,  operated  for  a  short  time  in  Michigan  and  in 
1866  came  to  Iowa,  locating  in  Lucas  county,  where  he  remained  one  year.  He 
then  came  to  Polk  county,  purchasing  a  farm  in  Washington  township,  which 
he  wTorked  until  1894,  when  he  disposed  of  his  property  and  retired  from  active 
life,  taking  up  his  abode  in  Maxwell,  Iowa.  There  he  and  his  wife  spent  their 
remaining  days,  his  death  occurring  in  1901,  while  she  passed  away  five  years 
later,  in  1906.  LTito  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Foy  have  been  born  nine  children,  as  fol¬ 
lows  :  Florence,  aged  nineteen  years,  who  is  engaged  as  a  stenographer  in 
Denver,  Colorado ;  Amy  and  Eugene,  who  at  the  age  of  seventeen  and  fifteen 
years  respectively  are  living  at  home;  Charles,  who  passed  away  in  September, 
1908;  and  Frederick,  John,  Mary,  Francis  and  Irene,  aged  nine,  seven,  five, 
three  years  and  ten  months  respectively,  who  are  all  under  the  parental  roof. 

The  family  are  communicants  of  the  Catholic  church,  while  fraternally  Mr. 
Foy  belongs  to  the  Brotherhood  of  American  Yeomen  and  also  to  the  Modern 
Woodmen  of  America.  He  has  ever  given  his  political  support  to  the  republi¬ 
can  party,  doing  all  in  his  power  to  further  the  cause  of  that  organization, 
although  he  has  never  desired  nor  sought  public  office  for  himself.  He  is  pro¬ 
gressive  and  enterprising  in  his  business  connections,  public-spirited  in  his  citi¬ 
zenship  and  has  gained  a  large  circle  of  friends  throughout  the  country  because 
of  the  extent  of  his  business  associations. 


MAURICE  LYNCH. 

Maurice  Lynch  was  for  many  years  a  popular  citizen  of  Des  Moines  and  had 
many  friends  in  the  capital.  He  ever  had  great  faith  in  the  city  and  its  future, 
and  therefore  cooperated  in  many  movements  for  its  progress,  and  at  all  times 
was  one  of  its  enthusiastic  advocates. 

He  was  bom  at  Waterloo,  New  York,  in  1858,  a  son  of  James  Lynch,  also 
a  native  of  the  Empire  state.  Liberal  educational  advantages  were  accorded 
him,  and  after  attending  the  public  schools  he  became  a  student  in  Hobart  Col- 
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lege.  When  a  young  man  he  came  to  Des  Moines  with  his  four  brothers  and 
they  established  a  hardware  store  on  East  Sixth  street  in  1874.  This  was  one 
of  the  largest  enterprises  of  the  kind  in  the  state  at  that  time,  and  they  not  only 
enjoyed  a  large  trade,  but  were  also  builders  of  a  portion  of  the  block  in  which 
they  conducted  their  store.  Eight  years  later  they  sold  out  and  the  brothers 
scattered  to  all  parts  of  the  country,  but  Maurice  Lynch  remained  a  resident  of 
Des  Moines. 

He  became  much  interested  in  sports  and  was  an  authority  on  many  kinds  of 
amusements.  He  bore  the  reputation  of  ever  being  straightforward,  regarding 
his  word  as  something  that  could  not  be  broken,  and  he  was  charitable  almost 
to  a  fault.  He  could  not  hear  a  tale  of  sorrow  or  distress  without  wishing  to 
give  aid,  yet  he  never  boasted  of  his  liberality  and,  in  fact,  gave  so  quietly  and 
unostentatiously  that  on  many  occasions  none  knew  of  his  bounty  save  himself 
and  the  recipient.  Hundreds  of  widows  and  orphans  received  from  him  gifts 
that  proved  of  timely  assistance  in  an  hour  of  need,  and  many  there  were  who 
had  gratitude  for  him  while  he  was  living,  and  have  cherished  his  memory  since 
his  death. 

On  the  28th  of  October,  1894,  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  Mr.  Lynch  was  married 
to  Miss  Laura  Ferneau,  of  Ohio,  who  survives  him  and  is  yet  a  resident  of  Des 
Moines.  The  death  of  Mr.  Lynch  occurred  July  11,  1909,  when  he  had  reached 
the  age  of  fifty-one  years.  He  was  of  the  Catholic  faith  and  a  generous  contrib¬ 
utor  to  the  church.  A  man  of  magnificent  physique,  his  personal  appearance 
commanded  attention  everywhere,  but  it  was  his  kindly  and  generous  spirit 
that  most  endeared  him  to  his  friends.  He  was  at  all  times  genial  and  his  social 
qualities  rendered  him  popular  with  many  of  Des  Moines’  citizens. 


ALBERT  P.  CHAMBERLIN. 


Albert  P.  Chamberlain,  counsel  of  the  interurban  railway  at  Des  Moines  and 
for  many  years  prominent  in  affairs  connected  with  the  city  and  with  central 
Iowa,  was  born  at  Wheelersburg,  Scioto  county,  Ohio,  December  11,  1853,  and 
is  a  son  of  Oliver  and  Clarissa  (Backus)  Chamberlin.  The  father  engaged  in 
the  milling  business  at  Wheelersburg,  but  removed  with  his  family  to  Story 
county,  Iowa,  in  1857,  and  devoted  the  remainder  of  his  life  to  farming.  The 
ancestors  on  the  maternal  side  came  from  Germany  and  settled  in  Pennsyl¬ 
vania.  The  great-grandfather  on  the  paternal  side  was  a  native  of  England 
and  settled  in  Vermont.  Captain  Chamberlin  of  this  family  was  an  officer  in 
the  patriot  army  at  the  time  of  the  Revolutionary  war  and  performed  distin¬ 
guished  services  in  the  struggle  for  freedom.  The  father  of  our  subject  was  a 
soldier  in  the  Mexican  war  and  three  brothers  wore  the  uniform  of  the  blue 
at  the  time  of  the  great  rebellion. 

At  four  years  of  age  Albert  P.  Chamberlin  arrived  with  his  parents  in 
Iowa.  He  attended  the  district  schools  of  Story  county  and  later  became  a 
student  of  Iowa  State  College  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1875.  In  the 
meantime  he  had  taken  up  the  study  of  law  and  matriculated  at  the  Iowa  Col¬ 
lege  of  Law,  receiving  the  degree  of  LL.  B.  in  1876.  Starting  as  a  poor  boy, 
he  had  been  obliged  to  borrow  money  to  meet  his  college  expenses  and  upon 
graduation  was  five  hundred  dollars  in  debt.  Nothing  daunted,  he  set  himself 
bravely  to  work  to  discharge  the  obligation  and  in  a  few  years  succeeded  in 
doing  so.  In  May,  1877,  he  began  the  practice  of  his  profession  in  East  Des 
Moines,  first  associating  with  P.  B.  Tollds,  who  is  now  living  in  Denver,  Colo¬ 
rado.  He  was  four  years  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Chamberlin  &  Harrison  and 
later  associated  with  A.  K.  Stewart,  in  the  firm  of  Chamberlin  &  Stewart,  con¬ 
tinuing  for  about  eleven  years.  He  then  entered  the  city  solicitor’s  office  and 
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for  four  years  served  as  assistant  in  that  department.  After  this  he  practiced 
alone,  with  offices  in  the  Goode  block,  in  West  Des  Moines.  About  twelve 
years  ago  he  became  interested  in  the  promotion  and  construction  of  interurban 
railways  and  during  a  large  part  of  the  time  named  has  been  connected  in  a 
legal  capacity  with  the  Polk  traction  interest,  and  since  the  incorporation  of 
the  Interurban  Railway  of  Des  Moines  and  the  Des  Moines  City  Railway  Com¬ 
pany  has  filled  the  position  of  counsel  for  those  organizations.  Air.  Chamber¬ 
lin  is  now  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Chamberlin  &  Parsons.  He  is  a  good  rea¬ 
soned  a  clear  and  forcible  speaker  and  has  long  been  acknowledged  as  a  leader 
at  the  bar  of  Polk  county.  Professionally  he  is  identified  with  the  Iowa  State 
Bar  Association,  the  Polk  County  Bar  Association  and  the  Drake  Lawyers’ 
Club.  During  the  session  of  the  fifty-first  congress  Mr.  Chamberlin  was  ap¬ 
pointed  by  Governor  Larrabee  as  a  commissioner  to  represent  the  state  of 
Iowa,  to  urge  the  passage  of  a  bill  at  Washington  for  a  deep  water  port  on  the 
northwest  coast  of  the  Gulf  of  Mexico.  This  agitation  resulted  in  a  convention 
of  representative  citizens  of  the  west  and  southwest,  which  met  at  Denver, 
Colorado,  and  Mr.  Chamberlin  was  named  as  one  of  a  committee  of  three  to 
keep  up  the  agitation  of  the  subject  at  Washington.  As  a  result  of  this  move¬ 
ment  Galveston  was  selected  by  the  government  as  a  deep  water  harbor  and  an 
appropriation  of  six  million  two  hundred  thousand  dollars  was  made  to  build 
jetties,  thus  developing  at  Galveston  a  depth  of  twenty-seven  feet  in  the  har¬ 
bor.  permitting  all  ocean-going  vessels  to  enter. 

On  the  9th  of  November,  1882,  Mr.  Chamberlin  was  married  to  Miss 
Augusta  Puls,  a  daughter  of  Christian  and  Johanna  Puls,  who  were  earlv  set¬ 
tlers  of  Scott  county.  One  son,  Albert  L.,  came  to  bless  this  union,  his  natal 
day  being  January  20.  1888.  He  is  devoting  attention  to  mechanical  and  elec¬ 
trical  lines  and  gives  promise  of  unusual  attainments,  especiallv  in  inventions 
and  discoveries  pertaining  to  electricity. 

Mr.  Chamberlin  has  been  a  lifelong  republican  and  is  an  earnest  supporter 
of  the  platforms  and  candidates  of  the  party.  He  is  prominent  as  a  campaign 
speaker  and  has  done  considerable  effective  work,  especially  in  Des  Moines 
and  Polk  county.  For  a  number  of  years  he  served  as  chairman  of  the  Polk 
County  Republican  Club.  Fraternally  Mr.  Chamberlin  is  identified  with  the 
Elks  and  the  Knights  of  Pythias.  He  has  filled  all  the  chairs,  including  that  of 
chancellor  commander,  in  Lodge  68,  K.  P.,  and  has  served  as  a  representative 
to  the  Grand  Lodge.  He  is  thoroughly  energetic  and  efficient  in  anything  he 
undertakes  and  has  met  with  success  which  is  the  reward  of  wisely  directed 
energy.  He  is  a  great  lover  of  flowers,  animals  and  nature  and  owns  a  beautiful 
ful  tract  of  twenty  acres  near  Des  Moines,  where  he  indulges  his  taste  for 
horticulture,  having  also  planted  a  fine  orchard.  Ultimately  he  expects  to  locate 
upon  his  farm  and  there  pass  his  declining  years  in  the  peaceful  pursuits  of 
country  life. 


BARRETT  BROTHERS. 

The  mercantile  interests  of  Mitchellville  have  shown  a  remarkable  growth 
during  recent  years.  This  desirable  condition  has  been  accomplished  through 
the  energy  and  efficiency  of  progressive  men  of  the  community  and  among 
those  who  occupy  a  high  standing  should  be  named  John  W.  and  Stewart  W. 
Barrett,  members  of  the  firm  of  Barrett  Brothers,  large  dealers  in  live-stock, 
grain  and  coal. 

John  W.  Barrett  of  the  firm  of  Barrett  Brothers  was  fifth  in  order  of  birth 
in  the  family  of  Benjamin  and  Mary  T.  (Walker)  Barrett,  record  of  whom 
appears  elsewhere  in  this  work.  His  natal  day  was  Tanuarv  12,  1870.  He 
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received  his  early  education  in  the  district  schools  and  for  three  years  was  a 
student  in  a  college  at  Shenandoah,  Iowa,  but  left  that  institution  when  it  was 
partially  destroyed  by  fire.  After  his  return  home  he  devoted  his  attention  to 
dealing  in  stock  and  also  to  feeding  cattle.  He  was  naturally  attracted  toward 
those  lines  and  became  quite  prominent  in  this  section,  attaining  a  gratifying 
degree  of  success.  In  1905,  possessing  a  laudable  ambition  to  increase  his 
business,  he  bought  out  the  Denniston  &  Partridge  Company,  dealers  in  grain 
and  lumber  at  Mitchellville,  and  later  erected  two  elevators,  with  a  capacity  of 
twenty-one  thousand  bushels,  which  are  fully  equipped  with  modern  machinery 
for  shelling  and  handling  corn.  He  also  deals  extensively  in  live-stock  and 
coal.  The  firm  keeps  in  touch  with  the  great  central  markets  as  to  quotations, 
movements  of  grain,  etc.,  and  reliable  information  is  thus  available  for  patrons. 
Mitchellville  is  also  an  important  depot  for  shipments  of  live-stock  driven  to 
this  point  from  farms  in  Jasper  and  Polk  counties.  Mr.  Barrett  has  had  con¬ 
siderable  experience  as  a  coal  operator,  having  owned  the  local  coal  bank  at 
Colfax  for  six  years,  and  the  sales  of  coal  since  1905  have  been  very  large. 
He  is  the  owner  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  well  improved  land  and 
also  of  a  handsome  residence  east  of  the  depot  at  Mitchellville. 

In  December,  1896,  Mr.  Barrett  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Wilda 
Clark,  of  Marion  county,  Iowa,  a  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Belle  (Gore)  Clark, 
and  of  this  union  four  children  have  been  born,  namely,  Mary,  Harold,  Mar¬ 
garet  and  Howard,  all  of  whom  are  now  attending  school.  Mr.  Barrett  and 
his  wife  are  members  of  the  Congregational  church  and  politically  he  gives  his 
support  to  the  republican  party.  Fraternally  lie  is  connected  with  the  Inde¬ 
pendent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  the  Rebekahs,  and  the  Modern  Woodmen  of 
America. 

Stewart  W.  Barrett,  the  fourth  in  order  of  birth  in  the  family  of  Benjamin 
and  Mary  T.  (Walker)  Barrett,  was  born  in  1868  on  the  home  farm  two  and 
one-half  miles  southeast  of  the  town  of  Mitchellville.  He  attended  the  district 
schools  and  subsequently  received  advantages  of  education  in  a  college  at 
Shenandoah,  Iowa.  After  laying  his  books  aside  he  engaged  in  farming  in 
Jasper  county  and  later  bought  a  quarter  section  of  land  in  Saskatchewan, 
Canada,  upon  which  he  took  up  his  residence.  He  was  living  upon  this  farm 
in  1909  when  his  father  was  taken  with  his  final  illness  and  he  still  owns  the 
property.  In  May,  1910,  he  entered  into  partnership  with  his  brother,  John  W. 
Barrett,  under  the  title  of  Barrett  Brothers,  and  now  devotes  his  entire  atten¬ 
tion  to  the  branch  office  of  the  firm  at  Tucker  Station,  which  is  located  on  the 
interurban  railway  west  of  Mitchellville.  An  elevator  was  erected  by  the  firm 
at  Tucker  Station  in  1910,  with  a  capacity  of  five  thousand  bushels,  and  under 
the  capable  management  of  Mr.  Barrett  the  business  has  increased  to  such  an 
extent  that  he  is  enabled  to  secure  cars  enough  to  meet  the  demand  only  through 
urgent  solicitation.  The  prospects  for  a  still  larger  development  of  the  busi¬ 
ness  are  very  flattering. 

On  the  15th  of  March,  1893,  Mr.  Barrett  was  married  to  Miss  Anna  Had- 
sall,  the  youngest  daughter  of  George  Hadsall,  a  farmer  of  Jasper  county, 
now  living  retired  at  Mitchellville.  Four  children  have  come  to  bless  the  union 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Barrett,  Roland,  Carl,  Morris  and  Harry.  The  family  lives 
at  Mitchellville,  where  the  children  have  excellent  opportunities  for  education 
in  the  public  schools.  Mr.  Barrett  and  his  wife  are  active  members  of  the 
Congregational  church  and  he  is  also  identified  with  the  Independent  Order 
of  Odd  Fellows,  the  Rebekahs  and  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America.  As  a 
public-spirited  citizen  he  is  greatly  interested  in  the  progress  of  the  community 
and  has  served  as  a  member  of  the  school  board. 

It  requires  exceptional  business  ability  and  untiring  energy  to  build  up  and 
keep  going  an  important  enterprise  such  as  that  which  is  presided  over  by  the 
Barrett  Brothers.  Fully  alive  to  the  possibilities  of  growth,  thev  have  provided 
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excellent  facilities  and  by  their  enterprise  and  geniality  have  attracted  a  stead¬ 
ily  increasing  patronage.  They  justly  enjoy  a  high  reputation  for  prompt  and 
straightforward  dealing  and  their  prospects  are  exceedingly  bright  for  the 
future. 


JAMES  THORNTON. 

Among  the  citizens  of  Des  Moines  now  deceased  who  contributed  their  share 
toward  the  development  of  the  city  it  is  doubtful  whether  any  deserve  a  more 
honored  place  than  James  Thornton.  The  record  of  his  career  is  no  ordinary 
story.  His  life  was  one  of  ceaseless  and  unselfish  effort  and  many  there  be 
who  call  him  blessed,  for  few  have  made  greater  personal  sacrifices  in  behalf 
of  others.  He  was  born  at  Edlington,  England,  May  i,  1832,  a  son  of  Tames 
and  Susan  (Croft)  Thornton,  the  latter  of  whom  was  born  at  Little  Asby, 
England,  in  1783,  and  died  in  1871,  at  the  age  of  eight-eight  years. 

The  first  ancestor  of  the  Thornton  family  of  whom  there  is  any  record  was 
James  Thornton,  a  wealthy  merchant  in  Ireland,  who  had  several  children, 
among  them  a  son  named  James  Thornton.  The  son  ran  away  from  home  at 
eleven  years  of  age  and  never  again  saw  his  parents  or  his  old  home.  He 
went  to  sea  and  was  a  sailor  and  soldier  during  the  wars  of  Napoleon  I.  It  was 
his  custom  to  go  ashore  when  convenient  in  the  harvesting  season  and  reap 
with  a  sickle.  During  one  of  these  seasons  in  England  he  became  acquainted 
with  a  widow  named  Rollinson,  who  was  binding  in  the  field,  the  mother  of  ten 
children.  Her  maiden  name  was  Susan  Croft.  Her  father  at  one  time  owned 
a  farm  near  Little  Asby  but  he  mortgaged  it  to  start  his  son  Allen  Croft  in 
the  milling  business  and  lost  his  entire  possessions.  His  daughter  married  quite 
young  and  after  the  death  of  her  husband  found  it  necessary  to  go  out  and 
work  in  the  harvest  field,  as  was  the  custom  at  that  time.  Her  meeting  with 
James  Thornton  proved  of  mutual  interest  and  they  were  married  soon  after¬ 
ward.  At  the  time  of  their  marriage  they  were  each  about  forty-eight  years  of 
age.  James  was  the  only  child  born  to  this  union. 

In  his  diary  James  Thornton  has  the  following  to  say  concerning  his  parents 
and  his  early  life :  “My  father  was  intelligent,  more  from  contact  with  men 
and  scenes  than  from  an  acquaintance  with  books,  yet  he  was  a  reader  and  took 
pains  to  teach  me  and  I  learned  more  from  him  than  at  school.  He  seemed  to 
have  lived  in  every  clime.  His  conversation  greatly  interested  me  and  im¬ 
pressed  my  mind  with  a  love  for  travel.  I  do  not  remember  the  time  when  I 
did  not  long  to  see  a  foreign  land.  My  father  died  when  I  was  nine  years  of 
age.  My  mother  was  an  upright,  pious  woman  and  her  economy,  prudence 
and  foresight  were  remarkable.  How  we  lived  on  a  mere  pittance  is  more  than 
I  can  understand,  but  I  was  well  fed  and  warmly  clothed.  I  always  had  a  pair  of 
everyday  boots  and  also  of  Sunday  boots.  The  summer  I  was  nine  years  old 
I  worked  out  for  two  cents  a  day  herding  hogs  and  boarded  at  home.  At  thir¬ 
teen  I  received  sixty-two  and  one-half  cents  per  week  and  boarded  with  my 
mother.  My  wages  at  fourteen  and  fifteen  were  ten  dollars  and  board  per 
year.  At  sixteen  it  was  twenty  dollars  and  board;  at  eighteen,  thirty  dollars; 
and  at  twenty  I  received  thirty-seven  and  a  half  dollars  per  year.  I  then  worked 
by  the  day  one  winter  and  boarded  with  my  mother,  being  paid  sixty-two  and 
one-half  cents  per  day,  which  was  considered  good  wages.” 

Mr.  Thornton  in  his  boyhood  had  no  school  advantages  but  his  mother  read 
to  him  from  the  Bible  and  other  books  that  came  into  her  possession,  thus  creat¬ 
ing  in  him  a  desire  to  be  of  service  in  the  world.  He  worked  hard  many  hours 
each  day  and  had  little  time  for  the  improvement  of  his  mind.  However,  he 
was  determined  to  study  and,  finding  that  he  would  fall  to  sleep  if  he  sat 
down  to  read,  he  nailed  a  shelf  against  the  wall  on  which  he  placed  his  book 
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and  candle  and  by  standing  up  he  was  able  to  carry  forward  his  studies.  He 
was  delighted  when  told  that  there  was  such  a  book  as  a  dictionary  in  which  he 
could  find  all  the  words  of  the  English  language.  He  took  an  active  interest 
in  Sunday  schools  and  as  a  boy  began  speaking  in  public  as  an  exhorter.  Later 
he  became  a  local  preacher  of  the  Wesleyan  Methodist  church  and  was  assigned 
to  a  circuit  having  about  forty  preaching  places  and  nearly  as  many  preachers, 
so  that  each  might  have  a  new  congregation  each  Sunday.'  He  often  walked 
eight  or  ten  miles  Sunday  morning  and  after  preaching  walked  several  miles 
to  another  appointment  for  the  afternoon  and  filled  the  third  appointment  at 
a  place  some  miles  distant  in  the  evening.  At  that  time  little  progress  had 
been  made  in  the  holding  of  Sunday  school  conventions  and  he  suggested  to 
his  fellow  preachers  the  possibility  of  calling  together  a  number  of  Sunday 
schools  and  having  a  special  train  made  up  at  Lincoln,  England,  to  bring  to 
the  place  of  assemblage  prominent  speakers  and  Sunday  school  workers.  His 
idea  was  declared  ridiculous,  the  other  preachers  taking  the  position  that  promi¬ 
nent  speakers  had  no  time  for  such  an  undertaking.  However,  Mr.  Thornton 
was  not  willing  to  give  up  easily  and  later  he  was  present  when  a  large  and 
appreciative  audience  was  addressed  by  speakers  from  Lincoln  who  had  come 
out  on  a  special  train  for  that  purpose. 

In  the  spring  of  1858  Mr.  Thornton  emigrated  to  Canada  sailing  from  Liver¬ 
pool  to  Quebec,  April  20,  on  the  Colodin,  and  was  placed  in  charge  of  a 
Methodist  church  near  Ottawa.  He  learned  the  Chippewa  Indian  language 
and  served  for  a  short  time  as  missionary  among  the  Indians.  He  also  passed 
a  very  creditable  examination  in  the  common  branches  and  engaged  as  a  school 
teacher.  In  1864,  having  in  the  meantime  been  married,  he  arrived  with  his 
family  at  Monona,  Iowa,  where  he  bought  a  farm  on  credit  and  set  to  work 
with  a  will  to  clear  it  of  timber  and  also  of  indebtedness,  in  both  of  which  he 
was  successful.  He  drove  to  church  Sunday  mornings  in  an  ox  cart  and  in 
speaking  of  his  experiences  in  after  years  he  laughingly  remarked  that  the 
people,  whom  he  met  in  more  pretentious  equipages  always  seemed  pleased  to 
give  him  his  full  share  of  the  road.  About  this  time  he  joined  the  conference 
of  . the  United  Brethren  in  Christ  and  was  placed  in  charge  of  a  church  at  Cas¬ 
sia,  Iowa.  He  was  very  active  in  his  work  and  preached  in  about  forty  coun¬ 
ties  in  Iowa,  being  often  obliged  to  drive  long  distances  and  undergo  great 
hardships.  He  always  kept  his  appointments  regardless  of  inconveniences  to 
himself,  feeling  that  it  was  his  duty  to  do  so.  He  was  greatly  interested  in 
foreign  missions  and  gave  five  hundred  dollars  toward  the  African  missions. 
He  much  regretted  the  attitude  of  England  toward  the  Boers,  as  he  was  thor¬ 
oughly  in  sympathy  with  the  latter  in  their  troubles  with  the  mother  country. 

In  i8qo  Mr.  Thornton  took  up  his  residence  at  Des  Moines,  purchasing  forty 
acres  of  land  inside  the  southern  limits  of  the  city,  for  which  he  paid  one  hun¬ 
dred  and  twenty-five  dollars  per  acre,  which  was  considered  at  the  time  an 
extravagant  price.  He  had  great  faith  in  Des  Moines  and  predicted  large  de¬ 
velopment  for  the  south  side,  proving  one  of  the  important  factors  in  this  work. 
When  he  purchased  the  land  it  was  covered  with  crab  apple  and  wild  plum  trees, 
bushes  and  weeds,  the  only  habitable  building  upon  it  being  a  log  cabin  which 
was  about  to  fall  down.  Along  the  west  side  of  this  tract  was  Norris  avenue, 
now  West  Fourteenth  street,  this  being  the  only  street  within  a  quarter  of  a 
mile.  The  bridges  that  now  stand  at  Ninth  street,  Eighteenth  street  and  Valley 
Junction  were  not  then  erected  and  the  travel  from  the  south  and  southwest 
crossed  the  old  Seventh  street  bridge.  The  cuts  and  fills  on  Southwest  Ninth 
street  today  give  evidence  of  the  grades  that  existed  twenty  years  ago.  The  coal 
mines  on  Ninth  street  caused  a  large  traffic  and  during  the  rainy  season  it  was 
essential  that  drivers  should  know  which  ruts  to  take,  as  they  were  obliged  to 
follow  through  to  the  end,  there  being  no  possibility  of  turning  out.  Although 
the  outlook  was,  indeed,  unpromising,  Mr.  Thornton  said:  “We  shall  have 
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paved  streets  and  street  cars  some  day.”  He  contributed  liberally  toward  the 
building  of  the  Park  Avenue  Christian  church  and  when  the  Army  Post  was 
located  he  assisted  generously,  believing  that  it  would  hasten  the  coming  of  the 
cars  and  other  much  needed  improvements. 

He  had  original  ideas  as  to  disposing  of  the  land  and  settling  up  the  south 
side.  He  sold  lots  upon  easy  terms,  with  a  small  cash  payment  down,  as  he 
felt  great  interest  in  families  struggling  for  a  livelihood  and  obliged  to  deny 
themselves  many  of  the  comforts  of  life.  It  was  this  class  that  he  determined 
to  assist.  He  helped  many  to  build  their  homes  and  to  those  that  felt  it  was 
impossible  to  erect  a  structure  of  any  importance  he  said:  “Just  set  four  posts 
in  the  ground,  board  up  around  them,  put  a  roof  on  and  move  in.  You  will 
have  a  better  house  some  day.”  His  cheerful  advice  led  many  to  take  an  op¬ 
timistic  view  of  life  and  to  find  that  it  was  possible  to  begin  even  without  a 
dollar  and  by  perseverance  and  economy  to  secure  a  home.  Thus  many  new 
dwellings  sprung  up  on  the  south  side  and  men  who  previously  had  little  faith 
in  themselves  became  landowners  and  reared  their  families  in  their  own  homes. 
Thornton  Place  received  its  name  in  honor  of  Mr.  Thornton  and  Thornton 
street,  about  a  mile  in  length  on  the  north  side  of  Thornton  Place,  was  also 
named  in  his  honor.  His  neighbors,  perceiving  that  his  ideas  were  practical, 
asked  him  to  take  charge  of  the  sale  of  their  homes,  and  thus  he  became  a 
successful  real-estate  dealer  and  one  of  the  important  agencies  in  the  development 
of  Des  Moines. 

Mr.  Thornton  was  three  times  married.  His  first  wife  was  Bessie  Lightfoot, 
a  native  of  Yorkshire,  England,  and  they  became  the  parents  of  six  children: 
Henry  A.,  born  March  20.  1862,  who  married  Elizabeth  Hickman ;  Christopher 
C.  and  Rollinson  J.,  twins,  born  May  14,  1863,  the  former  of  whom  married 
Ida  Harvey  and  the  latter  of  whom  married  Miss  Mary  Yarroch;  Lucinda,  who 
was  born  June  5,  1864,  and  died  in  infancy;  Susan  L.,  born  August  5,  1866, 
who  married  Alpheus  P.  Banks ;  and  William  O.,  who  was  born  June  10,  1868, 
and  married  Jane  Gordineer.  Mrs..  Thornton  died  February  2,  1872,  and  Mr. 
Thornton  was  married,  March  10,  1875,  to  Mrs.  Mary  Richardson,  who  was 
born  in  Indianapolis,  Indiana,  January  15,  1815,  the  widow  of  William  Richard¬ 
son.  a  minister  and  physician  of  Castalia,  Iowa,  who  had  also  served  as  presiding 
elder.  The  second  wife  of  Air.  Thornton  had  no  children  of  her  own  but  had 
raised  several  orphan  children,  proving  to  them  a  faithful  mother.  She  died 
July  6,  1888.  On  July  30,  1889,  Mr*  Thornton  was  married  to  Miss  Mary 
Bachelder,  a  native  of  Castalia,  born  October  15,  1857.  She  is  a  daughter  of 
G.  W.  and  Cynthia  (Barto)  Bachelder,  who  came  to  Iowa  from  Fayette  Corner. 
Maine.  Her  mother  was  a  daughter  of  Horace  and  Humility  (Evans)  Barto 
and  her  grandfather  on  the  maternal  side  was  of  Revolutionary  fame,  and  was 
one  to  make  up  the  Boston  Tea  Party.  Two  children  came  to  bless  this  union : 
Bessr’e  May,  who  was  born  May  10.  1890  ;  and  James  Robert,  born  August  6. 
1892. 

As  the  health  of  Air.  Thornton  failed  through  advancing  years  his  wife, 
Mary  B.  Thornton,  assumed  charge  of  his  real-estate  business,  gradually  re¬ 
lieving  him  entirely  of  care  and  responsibility.  Fie  took  great  pleasure  in  books 
and  flowers,  of  which  he  was  very  fond  during  his  entire  life,  and  left  a  well 
selected  library  for  his  children.  Among  his  books  is  a  small  volume  of  Russell’s 
Sermons,  which  was  bought  by  him  when  he  was  nine  years  of  age  with  money 
he  earned  while  herding  hogs  at  two  cents  a  day.  This  book  he  held  as  sacred, 
as  his  mother  read  it  through  to  him  many  times.  He  was  always  thankful 
that  he  was  born  of  poor  and  upright  parents  and  especially  that  his  mother 
was  a  devout  woman  and  a  true  Christian.  He  often  declared  that  he  had 
been  vouchsafed  his  full  share  of  blessings  from  the  great  giver  of  all  gifts. 
After  carefully  arranging  his  business  affairs  and  making  known  his  wishes 
concerning  his  burial  he  passed  from  this  life  April  17,  1906,  having  almost 
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completed  his  seventy-fourth  year.  His  remains  were  interred  in  the  cemetery 
at  Monona,  Iowa,  by  the  side  of  his  first  wife,  Bessie  (Lightfoot)  Thornton. 
At  the  time  of  his  death  Mr.  Thornton  left  his  widow,  Mary  B.  Thornton,  well 
established  in  the  real-estate  business,  which  she  has  since  conducted  with  marked 
success.  She  is  greatly  interested,  as  was  her  husband,  in  charitable  and  mis¬ 
sionary  work  and  is  recognized  as  one  of  the  intelligent,  progressive  and  helpful 
women  of  Des  Moines. 


JAMES  A.  ALEXANDER. 

Iowa  draws  her  wealth  from  the  soil.  Her  splendid  agricultural  interests 
constitute  the  source  of  her  revenue  and  the  real  builders  and  promoters  of  her 
greatness  and  prosperity  have  been  those  who  have  been  active  in  promoting 
the  work  of  the  farm  along  progressive  lines..  Of  that  class  James  A.  Alex¬ 
ander  was  a  representative,  for  the  greater  part  of  his  life  was  given  to  general 
agricultural  pursuits  in  Polk  county.  He  was  born  in  the  middle  west  and  the 
spirit  of  enterprise,  which  has  ever  dominated  this  section  of  the  country,  was 
manifest  in  his  life.  A  native  of  Hancock  county,  the  year  of  his  birth  was 
1838.  His  parents,  Janies  and  Mary  (McMichael)  Alexander,  with  their  family 
of  four  children,  came  to  Polk  county,  Iowa,  in  1856,  and  passing  through  Des 
Moines,  continued  their  journey  to  the  northern  part  of  the  county,  where  the 
father  secured  a  tract  of  land  which  they  broke,  developed  and  improved,  con¬ 
verting  it  into  a  good  farm  property.  For  many  years  the  father  resided  there, 
but  at  length  put  aside  the  work  of  the  fields  and  purchased  property  on 
Buchanan  street  in  Des  Moines.  He  was  not  satisfied,  however,  with  residence 
m  the  city,  so  purchased  a  farm  near  Polk  City,  upon  which  he  and  his  wife 
took  up  their  abode  and  spent  their  remaining  days.  One  of  their  daughters, 
Mrs.  Julia  Anderson,  is  still  living  in  Polk  City. 

James  A.  Alexander  pursued  his  education  in  the  schools  of  his  native 
county  and  was  a  youth  of  eighteen  years  when  he  accompanied  his  parents 
on  their  removal  from  Indiana  to  Iowa.  Becoming  one  of  the  early  settlers 
here,  he  aided  in  the  difficult  and  arduous  task  of  developing  a  new  farm,  often 
walking  behind  the  breaking  plow  as  the  first  furrows  were  turned  and  later 
continuing  the  cultivation  of  the  fields  according  to  the  most  modern  methods 
of  farm  life.  In  1 866  he  resolved  to  have  the  comforts  of  a  home  and  to  this 
end  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Charlotte  Smith,  a  native  of  Hancock 
county,  Indiana.  Following  his  marriage  with  his  bride,  he  removed  to  Des 
Moines,  where  for  one  year  Mr.  Alexander  engaged  in  the  contracting  business, 
but  like  his  father,  found  agricultural  life  more  attractive  and  congenial  to 
him,  and  at  the  end  of  that  time  purchased  forty  acres  of  land  on  Scott  street, 
south  of  the  fair  grounds,  where  he  lived  with  his  family  sixteen  years.  He 
then  removed  to  a  farm  near  Rising  Sun,  purchasing  one  hundred  and  twenty 
acres  and  later  added  to  his  holdings  until  his  landed  possessions  aggregated 
about  five  hundred  acres,  constituting  a  very  valuable  and  desirable  property. 
This  he  improved,  maintaining  his  residence  upon  his  Rising  Sun  property 
until  his  death.  In  the  work  of  the  farm  he  manifested  a  most  practical  as 
weh  as  progressive  spirit.  He  always  secured  the  latest  improved  machinery 
to  facilitate  the  work  of  the  fields  and  made  a  close  study  of  the  crops  best 
adapted  to  soil  and  climate. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Alexander  were  born  ten  children  and  the  father  was 
ever  a  liberal  provider  for  his  family.  The  sons  and  daughters  of  the  house¬ 
hold  are:  Frank,  a  farmer  of  Clay  township;  Mary;  Daniel,  who  lives  in  Des 
Moines;  Tesse,  who  follows  farming  near  Rising  Sun;  Eva;  Stella;  Lauretta; 
Lenna ;  Hallie ;  and  Agnes.  About  three  years  ago  Mrs.  Alexander  removed 
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with  her  family  to  Des  Moines,  where  she  now  makes  her  home.  This  was 
after  the  death  of  Mr.  Alexander,  which  occurred  on  the  14th  of  November, 
1906,  when  he  was  sixty-eight  years  of  age.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Meth¬ 
odist  church,  and  his  life  was  in  harmony  with  its  principles  and  teachings. 
His  political  allegiance  was  for  many  years  given  to  the  republican  party,  but 
in  later  life  he  became  an  independent  democrat.  He  never  desired  office, 
preferring  that  others  should  fill  public  positions  who  cared  for  them,  while 
he  devoted  his  attention  to  his  farming  interests.  It  was  his  ambition  to  pro¬ 
vide  a  comfortable  home  for  his  family  and  the  opportunities  that  should  well 
equip  his  children  for  life  and  in  this  be  succeeded. 


CHARLES  SING  DENMAN. 

Well  known  among  the  progressive  and  prosperous  business  men  of  Des 
Moines  is  Charles  Sing  Denman,  the  general  manager  of  the  Des  Moines' Water 
Company.  His  birth  occurred  in  New  York  city,  at  No.  327  West  Twentieth 
street,  his  natal  day  being  March  29,  1862.  His  parents,  Augustus  N.  and  Mary 
(Holmes)  Denman,  were  representatives  of  well  known  English  families  who 
came  to  this  country  prior  to  the  Revolutionary  wTar.  The  father,  a  banker  of 
New  York,  came  to  Des  Moines  after  the  failure  of  B.  F.  Allen,  a  prominent 
Iowa  banker,  in  1875. 

Charles  S.  Denman  obtained  his  education  in  the  common  schools  of  New 
York  and  Des  Moines,  putting  aside  his  text-books  when  he  was  about  nineteen 
years  of  age.  At  that  time  he  became  identified  with  the  loan  business  and  sub¬ 
sequently  with  other  lines  of  activity,  going  to  Kansas  City,  Missouri,  to  enter 
the  service  of  the  Lombard  Investment  Company  in  1886.  In  1892  he  resigned 
his  position  to  become  vice  president  of  the  Franco-American  Trust  Company, 
with  headquarters  in  London,  England,  where,  owing  to  the  financial  depression 
in  1893,  he  remained  for  only  one  year.  Returning  to  this  city,  he  became  gen¬ 
eral  manager  of  the  Des  Aloines  Water  Company  and  has  since  ably  discharged 
the  important  duties  devolving  upon  him  in  this  connection. 

On  the  12th  of  June,  1888,  in  Kansas  City,  Missouri,  Air.  Denman  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Aliss  Anna  Simmons,  a  daughter  of  Alilton  F.  Simmons  of  that 
place.  They  have  two  children,  Alary  Simmons  and  Alilton  Simmons,  who  are 
twenty-one  and  nineteen  years  of  age  respectively. 

In  politics  Air.  Denman  is  a  republican,  while  fraternally  he  is  identified  with 
the  Alasons,  belonging  to  all  the  bodies  of  the  order.  He  is  also  a  member  of 
the  Golf  and  Country  Club,  the  Des  Aloines  Club  and  the  Grant  Club.  He  is 
likewise  a  member  of  the  vestry  of  St.  Paul’s  church,  of  which  he  has  served  as 
treasurer  for  a  number  of  years.  In  business  life  he  has  displayed  that  close 
application  and  unremitting  diligence  which  constitute  a  safe  basis  upon  which 
to  build  the  superstructure  of  success. 


WILLIAM  A.  JAEGER. 


William  A.  Jaeger,  who  ranks  as  one  of  Des  Aloines’  successful  and  well- 
to-do  merchants,  was  born  December  25,  1865,  in  Burlington,  Iowa.  His 
parents  were  both  natives  of  Germany,  his  father’s  birth  having  occurred  in 
Wurtemberg  in  1811.  from  which  place  he  emigrated  to  the  United  States  in 
1847.  Deciding  to  locate  in  the  middle  west,  he  took  up  his  residence  in  Bur¬ 
lington,  of  which  city  he  was  one  of  the  pioneers  and  where  he  engaged  in 
manufacturing  shoes.  One  of  the  incidents  of  his  life,  to  which  he  was  always 
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fond  of  referring,  was  his  voyage  to  this  country,  which  was  made  with  many 
hardships  and  lasted  ninety-three  days.  He  married  Miss  Frances  Fitter,  who 
came  to  this  country  when  a  young  girl,  eventually  locating  in  Burlington, 
where  their  wedding  took  place.  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jaeger  always  had  the 
respect  of  their  many  friends  and  acquaintances  throughout  life,  the  former 
dying  in  1888,  and  the  latter  passing  away  in  1892. 

At  an  early  age  William  A.  Jaeger  was  sent  to  the  public  schools  to  obtain 
an  education,  but,  as  in  many  other  similar  instances,  he  was  obliged  to  assist 
in  the  maintenance  of  the  family,  and  when  fourteen  years  old  obtained  em¬ 
ployed  in  a  furniture  factory.  He  decided  to  follow  this  line  of  business  and 
continued  with  his  employers  for  the  ensuing  four  years,  learning  the  details  of 
the  trade.  He  then  came  to  Des  Moines,  where  he  entered  the  employ  of  L. 
Harbach,  a  furniture  manufacturer,  with  whom  he  remained  for  eight  years. 
In  1900  he  became  associated  with  A.  M.  Anderson,  who  was  at  that  time 
manufacturing  fixtures  and  show  cases  in  a  little  shop  in  East  Des  Moines, 
employing  five  helpers.  This  partnership  continued  for  three  years,  during 
which  time,  by  diligence,  unremitting  labor  and  self-denial,  he  was  enabled  to 
purchase  his  partner’s  interest  in  the  business.  He  at  once  demolished  the  old 
structure,  which  was  a  building  fifty  by  sixty  feet,  and  erected  a  large  two- 
storv  and  basement  structure,  equipped  with  all  modern  improvements  and 
occupying  one-fourth  of  a  city  block.  Of  this  he  is  the  sole  proprietor  and 
such  has  been  his  success  that  it  is  now  necessary  to  employ  sixty-five  experi¬ 
enced  workmen  to  operate  the  plant. 

On  February  12,  1889,  Mr.  Jaeger  was  married  to  Miss  Susan  Joan,  and 
they  are  the  parents  of  the  following  children:  William,  who  was  born  Novem¬ 
ber  20,  1890,  in  Burlington,  Iowa,  and  is  now  learning  the  trade  under  his 
father’s  instructions;  Lydia,  who  was  born  in  1892,  in  Burlington,  where  she 
is  now  employed;  Albert,  whose  birth  occurred  in  1893  in  Des  Moines  and  who 
is  now  assisting  his  father  in  the  office;  Carl,  who  was  born  December  29, 
1899,  in  Des  Moines,  and  is  attending  the  Webster  school;  Louisa,  who  was 
born  in  September,  1903 ;  and  Richard,  who  was  born  in  Des  Moines  in  1907. 

Mr.  Jaeger  does  not  take  issue  with  any  political  party,  preferring  to  cast 
his  vote  for  the  man  whom  he  thinks  most  worthy  of  it.  Socially  he  is  a 
member  of  the  Commercial  Club  and  the  East  Des  Moines  Commercial  League, 
and  fraternally  is  affiliated  with  Lodge  No.  243,  A.  O.  U.  W. ;  Capital  Lodge 
of  Yeomen;  and  the  Elks  of  Des  Moines.  Mr.  Jaeger  has  numerous  interests 
connected  with  his  home  city  and  has  a  reputation  not  only  here  but  through¬ 
out  the  country  as  a  business  man  of  the  strictest  integrity,  honorable  in  all 
his  dealings  and  highly  respected  by  all  who  know  him.  He  is  an  enthusiastic 
exponent  of  Izaak  Walton’s  art  and  it  is  said  that  he  never  returns  from  a 
fishing  trip  empty-handed. 


J.  WALTER  ARMSTRONG,  M.  D. 

Whatever  may  be  said  to  the  contrary,  success  in  professional  life  mainly 
depends  upon  the  ability  of  the  individual.  A  highly  desirable  element  in  the 
attainment  of  success  is  talent  and  when  it  is  backed  by  a  good  education  and 
the  candidate  for  high  position  possesses  courage  and  perseverance  it  is  seldom, 
indeed,  that  he  fails  to  reach  a  commanding  position.  Judging  by  what  he  has 
accomplished  since  he  established  in  the  practice  of  medicine  in  Des  Moines 
eight  years  ago,  Dr.  J.  Walter  Armstrong  may  be  regarded  as  one  of  the 
favored  sons  of  fortune.  He  has  attracted  a  lucrative  clientage  and  each  year 
the  circle  of  his  influence  is  widening.  He  comes  on  both  sides  of  the  family 
of  Scotch  ancestry,  the  early  arrivals  in  America  on  the  paternal  side  settling 
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in  Ohio  and  those  on  the  maternal  side  in  New  Jersey.  He  was  born  at  St. 
Charles,  Iowa,  September  12,  1879,  and  is  a  son  of  George  W.  and  Etta  J. 
(Woods)  Armstrong,  the  former  a  native  of  Ohio  and  the  latter  of  New  Jer¬ 
sey.  The  father  learned  the  trade  of  carpenter  and  plasterer  and  is  now  a 
resident  of  Des  Moines. 

J.  Walter  Armstrong  attended  the  public  schools  and  later  entered  the  St. 
Charles  high  school,  graduating  in  1897,  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years.  He 
taught  school  two  years  in  Madison  county,  Iowa,  and  then,  having  decided 
to  devote  his  life  to  the  practice  of  medicine,  matriculated  in  the  medical  col¬ 
lege  of  Drake  University,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1903,  with  the  de¬ 
gree  of  M.  D.  Ever  since  leaving  college  he  has  practiced  in  Des  Moines. 
Being  a  man  of  genial  temperament,  he  readily  made  acquaintances  and  has 
met  with  a  favor  which  is  the  reward  of  conscientious  application  and  thorough 
acquaintance  with  the  principles  of  a  trying  profession.  Many  who  have 
gained  great  success  have  required  much  more  time  in  which  to  secure  the  same 
pationage  that  now  comes  to  Dr.  Armstrong  and  among  his  patrons  are  many 
of  the  leading  families  of  the  city.  He  is  interested  in  all  oragnizations  aiming 
to  promote  efficiency  in  the  healing  art  and  is  an  active  member  of  the  Polk 
County  and  Iowa  -State  Medical  Associations. 

On  May  14,  1907,  at  Osceola,  Iowa,  Dr.  Armstrong  was  married  to  Miss 
Pearl  Kruger,  a  native  of  Mason  City,  Iowa.  In  politics  he  adheres  to  the 
republican  party  and  is  in  hearty  sympathy  with  the  progressive  element  of  that 
organization.  Religiously  he  affiliates  with  the  Methodist  church,  of  which  he 
is  a  liberal  supporter.  He  is  an  active  worker  in  fraternal  organizations,  hold¬ 
ing  membership  in  the  Independent  Order  of  Foresters,  the  Modern  Woodmen 
of  America,  the  Owls  and  the  Eagles,  serving  four  years  as  physician  for  the 
last  named  order.  He  has  succeeded  through  natural  adaptability  in  his  pro¬ 
fession  and  a  practical  knowledge  acquired  by  years  of  study  and  accurate 
observation.  Moreover,  he  is  intelligent,  wide-awake  and  progressive  and  well 
deserves  the  hearty  recognition  which  he  receives. 


JOHN  BAKER  GIBSON. 

Coal  mining  is  one  of  the  great  industries  of  England  and  from  that  country 
have  come  many  of  the  most  capable  miners  and  mine  managers  America  has 
known.  They  assisted  in  opening  the  mining  districts  of  the  east  and  in  the 
west  have  been  equally  successful,  their  ability,  energy  and  good  judgment  con¬ 
tributing  especially  to  the  development  of  the  valuable  coal  deposits  of  Iowa. 
In  the  list  of  the  leaders  of  this  industry  in  Iowa  stands  the  name  of  John  Baker 
Gibson,  of  Des  Moines.  He  was  born  at  Botsford,  England,  February  4,  1841, 
and  is  a  son  of  John  and  Margaret  Gibson,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  the 
British  isles. 

Over  forty  years  ago  John  B.  Gibson  came  to  Polk  county  and,  beginning 
as  a  pioneer  in  the  coal-mining  industry,  he  has  been  continuously  identified 
with  it  to  the  present  time.  He  is  president  and  general  manager  of  the  Gibson 
Coal  Mining  Company,  one  of  the  important  organizations  of  the  state,  its 
properties  having  yielded  highly  gratifying  returns.  Its  management  has  been 
liberal  and  progressive  and  its  patrons  are  among  the  largest  coal  buyers  in 
Iowa.  In  addition  to  his  mining  interests  Mr.  Gibson  is  owner  of  the  Gibson 
block,  treasurer  of  the  Iowa  Auto  &  Supply  Company  and  a  member  of  the 
board  of  directors  of  the  Mechanics  Savings  Bank.  He  is  an  able  representative 
of  the  calling  to  which  he  has  devoted  the  principal  years  of  his  life,  and  he  has 
met  with  deserved  reward. 
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On  the  7th  of  January,  1868,  at  East  Palestine,  Ohio,  Mr.  Gibson  was  mar¬ 
ried  to  Miss  Mary  Ann  Cunnington,  a  daughter  of  Henry  and  Lydia  Cunning- 
ton,  and  to  this  union  six  children  have  been  born;  John  H. ;  Daisy  I.;  Mae  A.; 
Rose,  who  is  the  wife  of  Eugene  YanDyck ;  William  R.,  who  married  Emma 
Campbell;  and  F.  W.,  who  wedded  Maud  Trotter. 

In  politics  Mr.  Gibson  supports  the  republican  party,  believing  that  its  prin¬ 
ciples  of  protection  are  essential  to  the  prosperity  of  the  country.  Fraternally 
he  is  identified  with  Capital  Lodge,  No.  106,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  of  East  Des  Moines, 
and  in  religious  belief  he  is  a  stanch  adherent  of  the  Methodist  church.  As  a 
business  man,  citizen  and  head  of  a  promising  family,  he  has  won  and  merited 
the  confidence  of  those  who  know  him,  and  the  high  esteem  in  which  he  is 
held  after  many  years  of  residence  in  Des  Moines,  is  evidence  of  his  sterling 
worth.  He  is  easily  today  one  of  its  foremost  citizens.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gibson 
are  prominent  social  factors  on  account  of  their  generous  hospitality  and  genial 
personal  characteristics. 


ALBERT  BAIRD  CUMMINS. 

In  a  contemplation  of  the  history  of  Albert  Baird  Cummins  in  his  association 
with  political  affairs  and  his  leadership  in  the  progressive  wing  of  the  republi¬ 
can  party,  one  is  reminded  of  the  words  of  Abraham  Lincoln:  “You  may  fool  all 
of  the  people  some  of  the  time  and  some  of  the  people  all  of  the  time  but  you 
can’t  fool  all  of  the  people  all  of  the  time.”  History  in  the  republican  party  is 
still  in  the  making,  and  among  those  who  are  molding  its  destinies  Albert  Baird 
Cummins  is  prominent.  The  American  public  has  aroused  to  the  fact  of  an 
almost  monarchical  dominion  in  politics  and  under  the  guidance  of  Cummins, 
Dolliver,  Beveridge  and  others  is  taking  a  firm  stand  against  machine  rule  and 
in  favor  of  party  power  as  the  expression  of  the  opinions  and  wishes  of  the 
great  majority.  No  one  questions  the  fearlessness  nor  the  sagacity  of  A.  B. 
Cummins  in  the  attitude  which  he  has  taken  in  support  of  his  convictions.  Even 
those  opposed  to  him  politically  respect  him  for  his  loyalty  to  the  course  which 
he  believes  to  be  right  and  the  record  of  an  honest  man  is  ever  a  credit  to  his 
state.  The  name  of  Mr.  Cummins  has  been  indelibly  written  upon  the  pages  of 
Iowa’s  history  as  well  as  on  the  national  annals  in  the  last  decade  or  more. 

Pennsylvania  claims  him  as  a  native  son,  his  birth  having  occurred  in  Greene 
county,  that  state,  February  15,  1850.  After  attending  the  common  schools  he 
continued  his  education  in  Waynesburg  College  until  his  graduation  therefrom 
with  the  class  of  1869.  Thrown  upon  his  own  resources  at  an  early  age,  he  has 
had  to  carve  out  the  path  that  has  brought  him  eventually  to  distinction  and  suc¬ 
cess.  He  was  a  youth  of  nineteen  when  he  sought  the  broadening  opportunities 
of  the  growing  west,  coming  to  Iowa  in  1869.  For  a  time  he  was  at  El  Kader, 
Clayton  county,  and  for  a  period  held  the  position  of  clerk  in  the  office  of  the  county 
recorder.  He  afterward  went  to  Indiana,  where  he  became  division  engineer  and 
later  assistant  chief  engineer  on  the  construction  of  the  Cincinnati,  Richmond  & 
Fort  Wayne  Railroad.  In  1872,  in  Michigan,  he  assisted  in  locating  and  con¬ 
structing  the  railway  line  between  Janesville  and  Lansing,  known  as  the  North¬ 
ern  Central  Michigan  Railroad,  and  during  a  portion  of  the  time  acted  as  chief 
engineer.  While  he  never  failed  to  improve  every  opportunity  in  that  direction, 
it  was  his  desire  to  enter  the  legal  profession  and,  determining  to  carry  out  this 
purpose,  he  became  a  student  in  the  law  office  of  McClellan  &  Hodges  of  Chi¬ 
cago,  his  preparatory  reading  being  followed  by  admission  to  the  bar  at  Spring- 
field,  Illinois,  on  the  1st  of  January,  1875.  He  began  practice  in  that  city, 
where  he  remained  for  about  three  years,  and  in  January,  1878,  removed  to  Des 
Moines  and  here  formed  a  partnership  with  his  brother,  J.  C.  Cummins,  the 
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association  being  maintained  for  two  years,  when  the  latter  retired  on  account 
of  ill  health.  In  November,  1881,  A.  B.  Cummins  became  associated  with  Judge 
G.  C.  W  right  and  his  sons,  Thomas  S.  and  Carroll  W  right.  This  firm  became 
famous  as  one  of  the  most  able  and  leading  law  firms  of  the  city  and  was  ac¬ 
corded  a  patronage  second,  perhaps,  to  none  in  the  capital.  In  1883"  Judge  Wright 
withdrew  and  in  1886  Thomas  S.  W  right  removed  to  Chicago  to  become  general 
counsel  for  the  Chicago,  Rock  Island  &  Pacific  Railroad,  after  which  Mr.  Cum¬ 
mins  and  Carroll  Wright  formed  the  firm  of  Cummins  &  Wright,  a  relation  that 
was  maintained  for  a  few  years,  when  the  junior  partner  retired  to  devote  his 
time  to  the  legal  business  of  the  Chicago,  Rock  Island  &  Pacific  Railroad  Com¬ 
pany.  At  that  time  the  firm  of  Cummins,  Hewitt  &  Wright  was  formed.  Dur¬ 
ing  these  years  Air.  Cummins  had  become  recognized  as  a  leading  attorney  of 
the  city  and  state  and  his  standing  in  the  profession  is  indicated  by  the  fact  that 
his  professional  associates  elected  him  president  of  the  Polk  County  Bar  Asso¬ 
ciation.  For  many  years  he  was  general  counsel  and  also  one  of  the  directors 
and  officers  of  the  Des  Aloines  Union  Railway  Company,  the  Des  Aloines  & 
Northern,  the  Des  Aloines  Northern  &  Western  and  other  railway  companies. 
He  has  proved  himself  a  strong  factor  in  the  solution  of  intricate  and  involved 
problems  of  railway  management.  Moreover,  he  has  been  attorney  for  some 
of  the  most  important  interests  of  state  and  nation,  specializing  in  corporation 
law.  One  of  the  most  important  cases  with  which  he  was  connected  was  the 
legal  fight  to  break  the  barbed  wire  monopoly,  and  after  a  battle  of  five  years  an 
important  victory  was  won  for  the  public. 

In  the  meantime  Air.  Cummins  had  been  constantly  forging  to  the  front  in 
the  field  of  politics  because  of  an  ability  that  naturally  led  to  his  selection  for  the 
duties  and  honors  of  office.  When  he  was  nominated  for  governor  he  withdrew 
from  the  firm  in  which  he  was  practicing  and  Carroll  Wright  assumed  his  place 
therein.  Few  if  any  have  contributed  more  to  party  success  in  Iowa.  Alwavs 
in  demand  as  a  speaker,  for  he  is  fluent,  earnest,  logical  and  interesting,  he  has 
addressed  public  gatherings  in  all  parts  of  the  state  and  in  other  sections  of  the 
country  as  well.  His  time  and  talents  have  been  devoted  to  the  success  of  his 
party  because  of  a  firm  belief  in  the  principles  for  which  it  has  stood  and  is 
standing.  Yet  it  is  well  kown  that  Air.  Cummins  will  never  follow  the  party 
beyond  his  convictions  and  the  public  and  the  political  organization  have  gen¬ 
erally  come  to  see  with  him,  accepting  his  ideas,  but  whether  they  have  done  so 
or  not,  they  have  recognized  the  honesty  and  courage  with  which  he  has  defended 
his  views.  He  was  made  temporary  chairman  of  the  republican  state  convention 
in  Alarch,  1892,  and  his  speech  to  the  convention  was  such  a  moving  piece  of  ora¬ 
tory  in  its  discussion  of  vital  questions  that  it  was  with  difficulty  that  he  pre¬ 
vented  the  convention  from  making  him  a  delegate  at  large  and  only  did  so  by 
consenting  to  become  alternate  at  large,  to  which  position  he  was  unanimously 
chosen.  In  1894  he  was  presented  by  the  seventh  congressional  district  as  can¬ 
didate  for  United  States  senator  to  succeed  James  F.  Wilson.  After  a  hard- 
fought  contest  John  F.  Gear  was  elected.  In  the  contest,  however,  he  made  many 
friends  and  six  years  later  he  was  named  the  candidate  to  succeed  Senator  Gear 
and  entered  upon  a  notable  campaign,  but  the  interests  of  other  prospective  can¬ 
didates  were  such  that  their  influence  was  used  for  Gear  and  the  latter  won  by 
a  narrow  margin.  He  was  nominated  for  governor  on  the  first  ballot  by  the  re¬ 
publican  state  convention  at  Cedar  Rapids  August  7,  1901.  His  record  as  chief 
executive  has  become  a  part  of  the  history  of  the  state.  He  was  chosen  United 
States  senator  in  1908  to  fill  out  Senator  Allison’s  unexpired  term  and  the  fol¬ 
lowing  winter  was  elected  United  States  senator  for  a  term  of  six  years,  and 
with  Senator  Dolliver  has  taken  an  active  part  in  the  work  that  has  been  done 
by  the  progressive  element  of  the  party. 

In  1874  Air.  Cummins  was  married  to  Aliss  Ida  L.  Gallery,  of  Eaton 
Rapids,  Alichigan,  and  they  have  one  daughter,  Kate,  now  the  wife  of  Hollis 
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Kawson.  It  is  said  that  only  in  the  perspective  of  the  years  can  the  measure 
of  a  man  s  real  worth  be  taken.  There  is  no  question,  however,  of  the  vital 
significance  of  the  labors,  position  and  leadership  of  Albert  Baird  Cummins, 
whose  record  is  indeed  an  honor  to  the  state  that  has  honored  him. 


DAVID  G.  EDMUNDSON. 

David  G.  Edmundson  is  a  successful  business  man.  His  father,  David  Ed¬ 
mundson,  who  was  a  native  of  Kentucky  and  a  representative  of  an  old  'Virginian 
family,  came  to  Iowa  in  1836,  when  this  state  was  still  a  part  of  the  territory  of 
Wisconsin,  settling  at  Burlington.  There  he  engaged  in  farming  and  also  took 
some  part  in  public  affairs  in  pioneer  times.  He  became  the  first  sheriff  of  Jas¬ 
per  county,  Iowa,  and  for  a  number  of  years  served  as  county  judge.  He  died  in 
Jasper  county,  Iowa,  in  1895,  at  the  venerable  age  of  eighty-four  years.  The 
maiden  name  of  Mr.  Edmundson’s  mother  was  Temperance  Gordon,  a  lady  of 
Scotch  descent  and  a  native  of  Pennsylvania.  She  died  in  1910  at  the  age  of 
eighty-nine  years. 

David  G.  Edmundson,  who  was  born  in  1850,  obtained  his  education  at  Grin¬ 
ned  and  Iowa  City  and  came  to  Des  Moines  in  1877,  since  which  time  he  has  been 
engaged  in  financial  enterprises.  During  all  of  his  connection  with  the  business 
activities  of  Des  Moines  he  has  been  associated  with  the  Security  Loan  &  Trust 
Company.  His  judgment  is  sound  and  his  advancement  has  been  continuous. 

In  1879  Mr.  Edmundson  was  married  to  Elizabeth  McClelland,  a  native  of 
Ohio,  who  was  educated  at  Oberlin  College.  They  have  one  daughter,  Ruth  E., 
now  Mrs.  Philip  H.  Bradley.  In  politics  Mr.  Edmundson  is  a  republican  but 
without  ambition  for  office.  He  is,  however,  interested  in  the  welfare  of  Des 
Moines  and  has  through  his  business  connections  furnished  money  to  many  thou¬ 
sands  of  people  in  the  city  and  state  to  assist  them  in  building  and  improving 
their  homes. 

- - 

EDWARD  A.  SAYRE. 

Well  known  among  those  identified  with  the  mining  interests  of  Polk  county 
is  Edward  A.  Sayre,  the  general  manager  of  the  Eagle  Coal  Mining  Company. 
He  was  born  in  York,  Nebraska,  on  the  28th  of  October,  1879,  his  parents  being 
David  E.  and  Laura  (Atkins)  Sayre.  The  father,  whose  birth  occurred  in  Ohio, 
was  a  son  of  William  Sayre,  a  Baptist  minister  originally  from  Pennsylvania,  who 
migrated  to  Ohio  a  few  years  after  his  marriage.  In  1862  David  E.  Sayre  en¬ 
listed  in  the  Union  Army,  remaining  at  the  front  for  three  and  a  half  years. 
Though  only  a  youth  of  seventeen  years  when  he  entered  the  service,  he  took  part 
in  many  notable  conflicts  and  went  with  Sherman  on  his  famous  march  to  the 
sea.  He  was  in  both  the  cavalry  and  infantry  and  was  mustered  out  at  Washing¬ 
ton,  D.  C.,  at  the  close  of  hostilities.  At  the  end  of  the  war  he  removed  to  Iowa, 
where  he  met  Miss  Laura  Atkins,  whom  he  married  in  Osceola,  this  state. 
Shortly  after  their  marriage  they  moved  to  York,  Nebraska,  where  Mr.  Sayre 
engaged  in  the  banking  business.  In  1889  the  family  moved  to  the  south,  where 
they  remained  for  four  years,  residing  in  Chattanooga,  Tennessee,  and  Atlanta, 
Georgia.  Returning  to  Des  Moines  in  1893,  Mr.  Sayre  has  lived  here  continu¬ 
ously  since  that  time  with  the  exception  of  four  years  when  engaged  in  business 
at  Perry,  Iowa.  Mr.  Sayre  is  now  interested  with  his  sons  in  the  mining  busi¬ 
ness.  Four  sons  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sayre:  Charles  E.  and  Clin¬ 
ton  V.,  also  identified  with  the  Eagle  Coal  Mining  Company;  Edward  A.,  of  this 
review ;  and  Herbert  A.,  who  recently  resigned  his  position  as  instructor  in  man- 
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ual  training  at  the  West  Des  Moines  high  school  to  engage  actively  in  the  min¬ 
ing  business  with  his  brothers. 

Edward  A.  Sayre  attended  the  public  schools  of  Chattanooga,  Tennessee,  and 
Atlanta,  Georgia,  where  he  acquired  his  preliminary  education.  After  the  re¬ 
turn  of  the  family  to  Iowa,  he  was  graduated  from  West  Des  Moines  high  school 
and  later  entered  the  Iowa  State  College  at  Ames,  receiving  his  bachelor’s  degree 
from  the  mining  engineering  department  with  the  class  of  1906.  Following  his 
profession  of  mining  engineer,  he  came  to  Des  Moines,  organized  the  Eagle  Coal 
Mining  Company  and  purchased  the  old  Eagle  mine  on  Twentieth  street.  A  year 
later  he  sunk  a  new  mine  just  west  of  Chautauqua  park  and  is  meeting  with 
marked  success  in  the  venture,  as  the  development  of  the  mine  has  revealed  a 
coal  vein  of  exceptional  thickness  and  quality.  Not  content  with  this  one  suc¬ 
cess,  the  company  is  now  opening  the  Eagle  No.  3  mine  in  Highland  park.  In 
June,  1911,  his  alma  mater  conferred  upon  Mr.  Sayre  the  full  professional  de¬ 
gree  of  Engineer  of  Mines. 

On  the  1  st  of  June,  1907,  Mr.  Sayre  was  married  to  Miss  Audrey  Yale,  a 
daughter  of  A.  W.  Vale,  a  wealthy  retired  farmer  and  extensive  landowner  resid¬ 
ing  on  Kingman  boulevard.  Mrs.  Sayre  is  a  woman  of  unusual  charm.  For  three 
years  she  was  a  student  at  Drake  LTniversity  in  the  Conservatory  of  Music.  Later 
she  attended  the  Cummings  School  of  Art  and  has  developed  exceptional  talent 
in  oil  painting.  Mr.  Sayre  belongs  to  the  Masonic  order.  He  is  also  identified 
with  the  Waveland  Park  Golf  Club.  He  has  always  been  fond  of  sports,  taking 
a  prominent  part  in  college  athletics,  while  he  is  still  a  golf  and  tennis  enthu¬ 
siast.  While  in  college  lie  was  greatly  interested  in  debating  activities,  represent¬ 
ing  Ames  in  one  of  its  intercollegiate  debates  and  being  a  member  of  Delta  Sigma 
Rho,  the  national  forensic  fraternity. 


CARL  L.  OLESON. 

Among  the  residents  of  Polk  county  of  Swedish  birth  Carl  L.  Oleson  deserves 
more  than  passing  notice  in  that  he  has  made  an  excellent  record  in  connection 
with  journalistic  interests,  being  now  the  heaviest  stockholder  of  the  Skandia 
Printing  Company,  publishers  of  the  Iowa  Posten,  a  Swedish  paper,  of  which 
he  is  editor  and  general  manager.  He  was  born  near  Lund,  Sweden,  on  the  31st 
of  July,  1871,  and  attended  the  village  school  between  the  ages  of  six  and  twelve 
years,  afterward  entering  a  business  college,  where  he  completed  his  education. 

His  parents  and  friends  were  much  opposed  to  his  coming  to  America  and 
offered  many  inducements  for  him  to  stay  in  his  native  land,  but  the  “American 
fever”  actuated  him  to  leave  friends  and  family  and  he  has  never  regretted 
coming  to  the  new  world.  It  was  in  1888  that  he  landed  in  New  York,  and 
he  proceeded  directly  to  Vail,  Iowa.  He  spent  only  about  three  months  in 
that  place,  however,  and  next  came  to  Des  Moines.  Upon -his  arrival  in  the 
capital  city  he  accepted  a  position  under  Otto  Nelson,  who  was  the  owner  of 
a  Swedish  newspaper  called  the  Svithiod  and  with  this  he  continued  until 
the  paper  was  sold  in  1903.  He  had  gradually  risen  in  the  newspaper  world 
so  that  when  the  owners  disposed  of  the  Svithiod  he  felt  fully  competent 
to  engage  in  business  on  his  own  account  and  established  a  Swedish  news¬ 
paper  called  the  Iowa  Posten.  From  the  beginning  the  new  enterprise  has 
prospered  and  the  circulation  has  steadily  grown  until  there  are  now  ten  thou¬ 
sand  copies  sent  out  weekly.  In  connection  with  his  regular  newspaper  work  Mr. 
Oleson  also  conducts  a  job  printing  office  and  this  branch  of .  his  business  is 
also  proving  a  gratifying  source  of  income,  for  the  work  done  is  entirely  satis¬ 
factory,  both  from  the  financial  and  artistic  standpoint,  as  the  prices  are  reasonable 
and  the  composition  work  always  neat  and  attractive  in  form. 
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Mr.  Oleson  was  married  in  1907  to  Miss  Anna  Rudebeck,  a  daughter  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  J.  W.  Rudebeck,  pioneers  of  Des  Moines,  where  her  father  is  still 
prominent  in  business  and  financial  circles,  but  her  mother  died  about  nine  years 
ago.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Oleson  are  members  of  the  First  Swedish  Lutheran  church, 
in  which  he  is  serving  as  a  trustee,  and  he  is  also  an  honorary  member  of  the 
Swedish  Old  Settlers’  Society  of  Des  Moines.  Throughout  the  years  of  his 
residence  in  America  he  has  made  wise  use  of  his  time  and  opportunities  and 
in  this  country  where  labor  is  unhampered  by  caste  or  class  has  reached  a 
creditable  position  that  affords  him  a  substantial  annual  income. 


ROBERT  SPENCER  FINKBINE. 

Robert  Spencer  Finkbine,  pioneer,  builder,  law  maker  and  prominent  citizen, 
was  for  many  years  one  of  the  most  widely  known  and  most  highly  honored  resi¬ 
dents  of  Iowa.  His  labors  constituted  an  element  for  good  in  connection  with 
public  affairs  and  his  integrity  was  at  all  times  above  question.  Ohio  numbered 
him  among  her  native  sons,  his  birth  having  occurred  at  Oxford,  Butler  county, 
on  the  9th  of  July,  1828,  his  parents  being  Francis  and  Jane  Finkbine.  There  he 
was  reared  to  manhood  and  secured  his  education.  When  old  enough  to  start  in 
life  for  himself  he  learned  the  carpenter’s  trade  and  in  1850,  when  twenty-two 
years  of  age,  came  to  Iowa,  settling  in  Iowa  City.  There  be  followed  carpentry 
but  soon  took  up  contracting  on  his  own  account.  His  energy  and  strong  common 
sense  attracted  the  attention  of  Governor  Kirkwood  and  they  became  lifelong 
friends.  As  a  builder  Mr.  Finkbine  established  an  enviable  reputation  by  his  skill 
in  the  construction  of  buildings  for  the  Iowa  State  University,  the  College  for  the 
Blind  at  Vinton  and  numerous  public  buildings  elsewhere  in  the  state.  In  1856 
when  a  convention  was  called  of  the  opponents  of  slavery,  assembling  in  Iowa 
City,  where  they  proceeded  to  organize  the  republican  party  of  the  state,  Mr. 
Finkbine  was  sent  as  a  delegate  from  Johnson  county  and  was  one  of  those  who 
in  the  evening  at  the  ratification  meeting  called  on  Samuel  J.  Kirkwood  for  a 
speech,  which  was  the  first  introduction  to  the  public  of  the  afterward  famous 
war  governor. 

The  active  interest  which  Mr.  Finkbine  displayed  in  public  affairs  and  his 
support  of  measures  and  movements  which  the  public  recognized  as  of  practical 
value  to  the  commonwealth,  led  in  1864  to  his  election  as  representative  to  the 
state  legislature  in  the  tenth  general  assembly  and  his  course  as  a  member  of  the 
lower  house  was  such  as  to  win  for  him  reelection  to  the  eleventh.  His  career 
as  a  law  maker  was  conspicuous  for  the  alert,  clearheaded  manner  with  which 
he  handled  questions  of  public  moment.  Though  not  gifted  as  an  orator,  his 
frankness,  genial  temperament  and  sterling  integrity  won  for  him  the  confidence 
and  esteem  of  the  legislature  as  his  support  could  be  relied  upon  for  any  measure 
of  practical  benefit  to  the  people  and  as  surely  his  uncompromising  opposition  to 
anything  he  deemed  inimical  to  the  public  good.  As  chairman  of  the  committee 
of  ways  and  means  he  exercised  a  cautious,  critical  and  economical  supervision  of 
the  disbursement  of  state  finances. 

In  i853  Mr*  Finkbine  formed  a  business  partnership  with  C.  F.  Lovelace 
under  the  name  of  Finkbine  &  Lovelace,  and  the  firm  soon  took  front  rank  among 
the  builders  of  the  state.  Mr.  Finkbine  remained  in  Iowa  City  until  1873, 
when  he  was  chosen  by  the  legislature  one  of  the  commissioners  to  take  charge 
of  the  erection  of  the  new  state  capitol  building.  He  was  made  superintendent 
of  construction  and  was  in  active  charge  of  building  operations  until  its  comple¬ 
tion.  During  the  thirteen  years  he  served  as  superintendent  of  construction  over 
two  and  a  half  millions  of  dollars  were  expended  under  his  direction  and  not  the 
slightest  taint  of  jobbery  attached  to  the  erection  of  this  great  edifice  which  stands 
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as  a  splendid  monument  to  his  skill  as  a  builder  and  more  enduring  still  as  a 
reminder  of  the  sturdy  integrity  that  knew  no  corruption.  In  1880,  having  be¬ 
come  so  largely  identified  with  Des  Moines  interests,  he  removed  his  family  to 
this  city.  In  1890  he  was  appointed  a  member  of  the  board  of  public  works 
on  which  he  served  until  1894,  and  his  energetic  methods  gave  new  impetus  to 
the  improvements  in  streets,  sewers  and  bridges,  while  his  wide  knowledge  of 
material  and  their  cost  saved  the  city  many  thousands  of  dollars.  Contractors 
soon  learned  that  the  only  conditions  surrounding  their  contracts  were  their  ful¬ 
fillment  to  the  absolute  letter.  Mr.  Finkbine  was  a  man  of  even  mental  poise, 
morally  honest  and  extremely  frank  on  any  subject  on  which  his  opinion  was 
asked. 

On  the  27th  of  April,  1852,  at  Oxford,  Ohio,  Mr.  Finkbine  was  married  to 
Miss  Rebecca  Finch,  a  daughter  of  Orlando  Finch,  and  they  became  the  parents 
of  four  children:  Charles  A.,  now  manager  of  the  Wisconsin  Lumber  Company; 
Edward  C.,  president  of  the  Green  Bay  Lumber  Company ;  William  O.,  vice  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Green  Bay  Lumber  Company,  and  Harry  M.,  of  Atlantic,  Iowa. 

Politically  Mr.  Finkbine  was  a  republican  from  the  organization  of  the  party, 
but  in  no  sense  a  politician  nor  an  office-seeker,  yet  at  all  times  he  kept  thoroughly 
informed  on  all  matters  of  public  concern.  He  was  a  member  in  high  standing  in 
the  Odd  Fellows  society,  joining  the  order  in  Eureka  Lodge  of  Iowa  City  in  the 
early  ’50s.  His  wife  held  membership  with  the  Daughters  of  Rebekah  and  both 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Finkbine  were  members  of  the  Congregational  church.  The  death 
of  Mr.  Finkbine  occurred  July  8,  1901,  when  he  lacked  but  a  day  of  com¬ 
pleting  his  seventy-third  year,  and  his  wife  survived  him  until  April  26,  1904. 
As  a  man  of  business  he  possessed  unusual  executive  ability,  determination  and 
aptitude  for  successful  management.  He  was  plain  of  manner  and  speech  yet 
always  courteous  and  his  talk  effervesced  with  kindly  humor.  Educational  and 
charitable  organizations  found  in  him  an  ardent  supporter  and  he  was  an  ideal 
pioneer  citizen  who  recognized  how  great  is  the  opportunity  for  the  upbuilding 
of  a  substantial  commonwealth.  No  duty  of  citizenship  was  ever  neglected  by 
him  and  he  contributed  to  the  building  of  the  social  structure  with  the  same  thor¬ 
oughness  and  sense  of  honor  that  he  displayed  in  the  building  of  the  capitol.  A 
highly  useful  and  honorable  career  was  terminated  in  his  death.  His  industry 
and  energy,  his  courage  and  fidelity  to  principles  are  illustrated  in  his  career  and 
brief  and  imperfect  as  this  sketch  necessarily  is,  it  falls  far  short  of  justice  to 
him  if  it  fails  to  excite  regret  in  that  there  are  not  more  citizens  like  him  in 
virtue  and  ability  and  gratitude  that  there  are  some  so  worthy  of  honor  and 
imitation. 


ASA  TURNER. 

Iowa  may  well  be  proud  of  the  fact  that  she  ranks  as  the  foremost  agricul¬ 
tural  state  in  the  Union,  a  position  which  is  attributable  to  the  labors  and  laud¬ 
able  ambition  of  such  men  as  Asa  Turner,  whom  the  press  has  styled  as  “a 
Tome  missionary”  because  of  the  important  work  he  has  done  in  developing  and 
promoting  the  agricultural  interests  of  this  state  and  in  holding  before  the 
farming  people  the  highest  standards.  His  own  property,  situated  in  Polk 
-county,  but  a  short  distance  from  Farrar,  is  known  as  Maple  Leaf  Farm  and 
his  holdings  aggregate  four  hundred  acres.  He  may  be  termed  a  practical 
theorist,  for  he  has  put  to  the  test  upon  his  own  place  the  progressive  ideas 
which  he  has  advocated  and  which  have  constituted  a  valuable  element  in  the 
work  of  general  advancement. 

Mr.  Turner  was  born  in  Denmark,  Lee  county,  Iowa,  October  23,  1842,  a 
:son  of  Asa  Turner,  Sr.,  who  was  born  at  Templeton,  Massachusetts,  June  11, 
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U99-  The  grandfather  also  bore  the  name  of  Asa  1  urner.  The  ancestry  of 
the  family  can  be  traced  back  to  an  early  period  in  the  colonization  of  the  new 
world.  Joseph  Turner  was  a  resident  of  Walpole,  Norfolk  county,  Massachu¬ 
setts,  and  in  1768  his  son,  Edward  Turner,  purchased  land  and  erected  a  resi¬ 
dence  in  Templeton,  Massachusetts.  There  he  cleared  a  small  farm  and  profit¬ 
ably  continued  his  business  affairs  until  the  outbreak  of  the  Revolutionary  war, 
when  he  joined  the  American  army  in  the  attempt  to  win  national  independ¬ 
ence.  He  participated  in  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill  and  afterward  went  to 
Saratoga.  He  died  in  1777  at  Half  Moon,  near  Albany,  New  York,  of  small¬ 
pox  when  but  thirty-eight  years  of  age.  He  had  seven  children,  of  whom  Asa 
Turner,  the  grandfather,  was  the  third. 

Asa  Turner,  the  father  of  him  whose  name  introduces  this  review,  became 
one  of  the  pioneer  settlers  of  Iowa  and  was  the  founder  of  the  church  and  first 
academy  at  Denmark,  Iowa.  He  had  a  family  of  eleven  children:  Henry 
Holmes,  who  passed  away  at  Santa  Barbara,  California  5  Mary  and  Elizabeth,  who 
died  in  infancy;  Sarah  Evalina,  the  deceased  wife  of  Elijah  B.  Higgins,  of 
Santa  Barbara,  California ;  Mattie  E.,  the  wife  of  Captain  C.  P.  Searle,  also 
of  Santa  Barbara.;  Mary,  the  deceased  wife  of  James  A.  Shedd,  of  Fort  Scott, 
Kansas;  Hannah,  the  wife  of  R.  L.  Turner,  of  Oklahoma,  Iowa;  Milton  B.,  a 
resident  of  Oskaloosa,  Iowa-;  Watson  B.,  who  is  living  in  Polk  county;  and  Ada 
O.,  the  wife  of  Herbert  W.  Lyman,  of  Willard,  Montana. 

Asa  Turner,  Jr.,  spending  his  youthful  days  on  his  father’s  farm  at  Den- 
maik,  attended  the  public  schools  until  he  had  mastered  the  elementary  branches 
of  learning,  after  which  he  became  a  student  in  the  Denmark  Academy,  but  all 
other  considerations  and  interests  gave  way  to  his  sense  of  patriotism  and  duty 
to  his  country  when  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years  he  enlisted  on  the  21st  of  Sep¬ 
tember,  1861,  as  a  member  of  Company  H,  Eighth  Iowa  Infantry,  for  three 
years.  He  reenlisted  on  the  6th  of  February,  1864,  and  for  almost  five  years 
was  connected  with  the  army.  He  participated  in  the  battle  of  Shiloh,  the  siege 
of  Vicksburg,  the  second  siege  of  Jackson,  Mississippi,  and  the  engagements 
at  Brandon  and  at  Coleman’s  Cross  Roads.  He  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of 
second  lieutenant  of  Company  G,  Fifty-second  United  States  Colored  Infantry, 
on  the  4th  of  August,  1864,  and  was  mustered  out  at  Vicksburg,  May  6,  1866. 
His  was  a  most  creditable  military  record  in  which  loyalty  to  duty  was  ever  a 
prominent  characteristic. 

Following  the  close  of  the  war  Mr.  Turner  returned  to  Denmark,  where  he 
worked  on  the  old  home  farm  and  attended  school  for  two  years.  In  1869  he 
removed  to  Polk  county,  settling  on  section  26,  Washington  township,  where 
he  continued  to  make  his  home.  He  is  now  the  owner  of  four  hundred  acres 
and  has  a  splendidly  improved  farm,  equipped  with  all  modern  conveniences 
and  accessories  incident  to  the  development  of  a  farm  along  the  most  progres¬ 
sive  lines.  He  is  recognized  as  an  authority  upon  agricultural  matters  and  has 
frequently  been  called  upon  to  speak  at  farmers’  institutes  throughout  the  state, 
where  he  has  inculcated  high  ideals  concerning  both  agriculture  and  citizenship. 
He  has  been  the  motive  spirit  in  some  of  the  most  important  agricultural  move¬ 
ments  of  the  state  and  it  is  impossible  to  measure  the  extent  of  his  usefulness. 
In  speaking  of  him  Professor  P.  G.  Holden,  of  the  State  College  of  Ames, 
characterized  him  as  “a  great  citizen.” 

On  the  6th  of  April,  1870,  Mr.  Turner  was  married  to  Miss  Fannie  Wilder, 
a  daughter  of  Flavel  and  Laura  (Taylor)  Wilder.  Her  father  was  from  Massa¬ 
chusetts,  and  in  an  early  day  became  a  resident  of  Denmark,  Iowa,  where  he 
followed  farming  until  his  death.  He  had  seven  children:  George,  of  Den¬ 
mark,  now  deceased;  Ellen,  the  wife  of  Porter  Brooks;  Swain,  H'arrie  and 
Fred,  all  of  whom  lived  at  Denmark  and  are  now  deceased,  Fred  having  died  in 

the  Civil  war;  Fannie,  the  wife  of  Mr.  Turner;  and  Augustus,  living  at  Den¬ 
mark. 
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Mr.  Turner  is  a  republican  in  politics.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist 
Protestant  church  and  maintains  pleasant  relations  with  his  old  army  comrades 
through  his  membership  in  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic.  For  two  terms 
he  was  president  of  the  Iowa  Corn  Growers  Association  and  it  is  in  connec¬ 
tion  with  his  agricultural  pursuits,  perhaps,  that  he  is  most  widely  known.  His 
work  has  been  characterized  by  a  spirit  of  unselfish  devotion  to  the  general 
good.  He  recognizes  the  possibilities  for  accomplishment  in  Iowa  and  agrees 
with  Washington  who,  more  than  a  century  ago,  said  that  “farming  is  the  most 
useful  as  well  as  the  most  honorable  occupation  of  man."  He  is  continuously 
studying  out  methods  to  improve  his  work  and  the  knowledge  which  he  gains 
from  research  and  other  experiences  he  gladly  gives  to  others  for  the  benefit 
of  the  state.  His  life  has  indeed  been  one  of  activity  and  wide-reaching  use¬ 
fulness. 


JOHN  R.  SAGE. 

Numbered  among  those  men  who  rendered  years  of  faithful  service  for  their 
state  and  country  in  a  capacity  requiring  unusual  ability  and  integrity  is  John 
R.  Sage,  who  for  eighteen  years  was  director  of  the  Iowa  weather  and  crop 
service.  Upon  the  establishment  of  this  office  in  1890  Mr.  Sage  was  appointed 
its  director. 

John  R.  Sage  was  born  in  Blenheim,  Schoharie  county,  New  York,  December 
29,  1832.  To  give  even  briefly  the  genealogy  of  the  Sage  family  would  involve 
some  of  the  foremost  characters  of  American  and  British  history.  The  illustrious 
ancestry  of  this  family  traces  back  with  hardly  a  break  in  the  direct  line  to  one  of 
the  honored  subjects  of  William,  The  Conqueror.  David  Sage  came  from  Eng¬ 
land  in  1651  and  settled  in  Middletown,  Connecticut,  and  from  him  our  subject 
is  a  descendant  of  the  sixth  generation.  John,  the  son  of  David,  was  born  in 
Connecticut.  The  male  descendant  in  this  line  for  the  next  three  generations  was 
named  Benjamin.  Benjamin,  of  the  fourth  generation,  served  in  the  American 
Revolution  as  did  Comfort,  cousin  of  Benjamin,  of  the  third  generation,  who 
after  displaying  marked  ability  as  an  officer  became  brigadier  general.  The 
official  records  show  that  twenty-one  of  the  Sage  family  participated  in  the  Rev¬ 
olution.  Our  subject  is  the  son  of  Daniel  Sage  and  was  the  youngest  of  a  family 
of  nine  children.  Daniel  Sage  was  a  whig,  John  R.  cast  his  first  vote  on  a  whig 
ticket  and  later  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  first  club  of  republicans  in 
Elmira,  New  York. 

John  R.  Sage  was  reared  on  a  farm  among  the  foothills  of  the  Catskill 
mountains  and  acquired  his  early  education  in  the  public  schools  of  that  region. 
At  the  age  of  eighteen  he  had  advanced  to  the  position  of  teacher  and  soon  after¬ 
ward  moved  to  western  New  York. 

Being  urged  by  his  friends  lie  was  induced  to  enter  the  ministry  of  the  Univer- 
salist  denomination,  and  after  pursuing  preparatory  studies  under  the  instruc¬ 
tion  of  the  Rev.  D.  P.  and  Mrs.  Mary  A.  Livermore  at  Auburn,  New  York,  he 
was  licensed  to  preach  in  1856.  In  1862  he  resigned  his  pastorate  in  Little 
Falls,  New  York,  and  enlisted  as  a  private  in  the  One  Hundred  and  Twenty 
First  New  York  Volunteers.  While  arranging  his  affairs  at  home  preliminary 
to  the  departure  of  his  regiment  he  was  commissioned  chaplain  entirely  without 
his  knowledge  or  solicitation.  He  served  with  his  regiment  in  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac  until  the  summer  of  1863,  when  he  resigned  and  was  discharged  on  ac¬ 
count  of  disability. 

On  the  1  st  of  January,  1870,  he  located  in  Mitchellville,  Iowa,  which  was  his 
home  for  six  years  and  in  which  town  he  has  ever  since  taken  a  sincere  interest. 
In  1872  he  built  the  Mitchell  Seminary,  a  boarding  school,  which  was  operated 
for  eight  years,  but  as  the  investment  was  so  large  and  the  cost  of  maintenance 
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tt  it  was  being  conducted  entirely  without  profit,  so  in  1880  it  was  sold  to 
.te,  since  which  time  it  has  been  used  as  a  reform  school,  known  as  the 
llville  Industrial  School  for  Girls.  He  then  entered  the  newspaper  field 
ruing  a  partnership  with  Ralph  Robinson  established  the  Newton  Journal, 
r  sold  his  interest  in  that  paper  and  became  editor  of  the  Cedar  Rapids 
ican.  In  1883  he  sold  his  stock  in  that  paper  and  for  a  time  was  etn¬ 
as  editor  of  the  Des  Moines  Daily  Capital. 

next  step  was  the  one  that  led  to  his  appointment  as  director  of  the 
and  crop  service.  Upon  severing  his  connection  with  the  Capital  he 
vriting  editorials  for  the  Chicago  Inter  Ocean.  He  was  for  a  time  an 
ural  writer  and  at  all  times  studied  the  conditions  that  his  editorials 
)e  accurate  as  well  as  interesting.  He  was  so  well  adapted  to  the  work, 
cles  displaying  the  uncommon  ability  he  possessed  and  the  keen  interest 
in  all  kindred  work,  that  in  1890,  when  the  Iowa  weather  and  crop 
was  established,  he  was  appointed  director  of  that  bureau.  In  October, 
2  received  from  Secretary  James  Wilson  a  commission  as  section  director 
lational  climate  and  crop  service,  to  secure  more  effective  cooperation  of 
e  and  federal  government  in  the  maintenance  of  this  work  in  Iowa.  Mr. 
work  was  most  effective  and  highly  appreciated.  He  was  more  than  a 
Elector  of  data  relating  to  sunshine,  rainfalls  and  cyclones  and  has  en- 
1  a  remarkable  degree  into  the  spirit  of  the  new  agriculture  of  the  new 
.  The  records  of  Mr.  Sage’s  office  have  always  been  considered  as  fur- 
an  accurate  barometer  of  the  agricultural  situation.  He  established 
out  the  state  an  admirable  corps  of  volunteer  reporters,  and  to  the  chief 
■  given  the  principal  credit  for  the  enthusiasm  and  the  persistence  of  this 
:  workers  in  the  field. 

man  in  the  state  of  Iowa  has  given  more  cheerfully  his  hours  to  the 
of  agriculture  than  has  Mr.  Sage.  He  has  always  been  in  demand  at  the 
institutes,  and  his  service  as  an  expert  on  crop  statistics  has  brought 
a  national  reputation.  It  is  doubtful  if  any  man  within  the  borders  of 
e  of  Iowa  possesses  a  more  comprehensive  knowledge  of  the  character 
and  the  relation  of  moisture  in  the  soil  to  the  available  plant  food  supply 
crop  production.  His  public  addresses  on  this  subject  have  unquestionably 
ished  much  in  the  interests  of  an  improved  agriculture. 

Sage  has  two  daughters,  the  elder  daughter,  Edith,  who  became  the 
Henry  Moore,  of  Mitchellville,  lived  in  the  Mitchell  Seminary  with  her 
while  he  conducted  that  institution.  In  the  fall  of  1910  she  went  to 
for  her  health,  but  passed  away  there  after  a  few  weeks’  residence. 
.,  the  younger  daughter,  has  for  several  years  served  as  a  stenographer  in 
e  of  the  weather  and  crop  service. 

Sage  is  a  charter  member  of  the  Sons  of  the  Revolution  and  for  one  year 
is  its  vice  president.*  He  is  also  a  member  of  Crocker  Post,  G.  A.  R. 
een  truly  said  that  Iowa  has  not  only  been  greatly  benefited,  but  highly 
by  the  services  of  such  a  man  as  John  R.  Sage.  Since  January,  1884, 
)een  a  resident  of  Des  Moines,  and  has  lived  in  this  county  thirty-three 
On.  reaching  his  seventy-fifth  year  he  resigned  his  office  on  account  of 
ig  infirmity. 


JAMES  C.  O’MAR  A. 

James  C.  O  Mara,  who  owns  and  operates  a  fine  farming  property  of  one 
hundred  acres  in  Elkhart  township,  was  born  in  Grundy  county,  Illinois,  on  the 
9th  of  June,  1869,  and  is  a  son  of  Cornelius  and  Ann  (Macvoy)  O’Mara,  natives 
of  Ireland.  The  father  emigrated  to  the  United  States  at  the  age  of  sixteen 
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years,  locating  in  New  York  city,  whence  he  removed  to  Morris,  Illinois,  where 
he  engaged  in  farming  as  a  renter  for  ten  years.  At  the  expiration  of  that  period 
he  came  to  Polk  county,  Iowa,  and  bought  one  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  land 
in  Elkhart  township,  which  he  began  improving.  He  engaged  in  the  operation  of 
this  property  until  his  demise  on  the  14th  of  January,  1911,  having  survived  his 
wife  for  eight  years,  her  death  occurring  in  1903. 

The  boyhood  and  youth  of  James  C.  O’Mara  were  spent  in  Illinois  and  Polk 
county,  Iowa,  his  education  being  acquired  in  the  district  schools.  He  remained 
at  home  with  his  parents,  assisting  in  the  work  of  the  farm  until  he  was  twenty- 
seven  years  of  age.  In  1896  he  left  home  and  bought  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  of  land,  which  he  improved  and  cultivated  for  three  years.  He  then  dis¬ 
posed  of  it  and  bought  another  quarter  section  elsewhere  in  Elkhart  township, 
upon  which  he  resided  for  two  years.  Selling  this,  he  removed  to  Palo  Alto 
county,  where  he  farmed  as  a  renter  for  four  years,  and  then  returned  to  Polk 
county  and  bought  one  hundred  acres  of  his  father’s  farm.  This  is  the  place 
upon  which  he  is  now  living,  and  in  addition  to  the  cultivation  of  his  fields  he 
engages  in  the  breeding  and  raising  of.  stock.  His  place  is  well  improved  and 
plentifully  stocked  as  he  keeps  twenty  head  of  horses,  a  nice  herd  of  cattle  and 
raises  about  fifty  hogs  annually. 

In  April,  1891,  Mr.  O’Mara  was  married  to  Miss  Eva  McPherson,  a  daughter 
of  James  and  Alary  (Ellison)  McPherson,  natives  of  Tennessee  and  Indiana 
respectively.  Her  father  came  to  Polk  county  after  the  Civil  war,  establishing  a 
blacksmith  shop,  which  he  conducted  until  about  ten  years  ago  when  he  retired. 
He  and  his  wife  are  now  living  in  Elkhart  township,  where  he  owns  four  acres 
of  land  devoted  to  truck  farming.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  O’Mara  have  two  daughters : 
Hazel,  who  is  nineteen ;  and  Mabel,  aged  sixteen.  Both  are  now  attending  Drake 
University  at  Des  Moines. 

Fraternally  Mr.  O  Mara  is  affiliated  with  the  Modern  \\  oodmen  of  America. 
His  political  support  he  always  gives  to  the  republican  party,  but  has  never  taken 
a  prominent  pait  in  township  activities.  He  is  well  known  and  highly  regarded 
in  the  township,  being  a  capable  agriculturist  and  business  man  as  well  as  a  most 
desirable  citizen. 


WALTER  E.  BAKER,  M.  D. 

Young  men  who  deny  themselves  comforts  and  pleasures  in  order  to  gain 
a  liberal  education,  thus  preparing  for  greater  usefulness  in  after  years,  gen¬ 
erally  succeed  in  their  calling.  They  are  to  be  found  in  all  the  professions 
and  many  of  the  present  leaders  in  theology,  law  or  medicine  worked  their  way 
through  college,  earning  the  money  to  pay  the  necessary  expenses.  Dr.  Walter 
E.  Baker,  who  for  four  years  past  has  engaged  in  the  practice  of  medicine  and 
surgery  in  Des  Moines,  belongs  among  those  who  win  their  way,  obstacles 
serving  only  as  incentives  to  greater  effort.  He  is  a  native  of  Iowa,  born  at  Ham¬ 
burg,  February  22,  1876,  a  son  of  Newton  A.  an  Lucy  Ann  (Argyle)  Baker. 

Walter  E.  Baker  received  his  preliminary  training  in  the  public  schools  and 
was  graduated  from  the  Kansas  City  Business  College  in  1898.  He  secured 
a  position  as  bookkeeper  and  stenographer  for  the  Milwaukee  Harvester  Com¬ 
pany  at  Kansas  City,  continuing  with  that  company  until  September,  1899,  when 
he  matriculated  in  the  academic  department  of  Drake  University.  He  was  a 
student  in  the  university  about  eight  years  until  his  graduation  from  the  medical 
department  with  the  degree  of  M.  D.  in  1907.  During  four  years  of  the  time, 
from  1901  to  1905,  he  kept  books  in  the  university  office  half  of  the  time  and 
studied  half  of  the  time.  After  receiving  his  medical  degree  he  took  a  post¬ 
graduate  course  at  Harvard  Medical  College  and  since  that  time  has  engaged 
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in  practice  at  Des  Moines.  He  is  also  lecturer  on  gynecology  in  Drake  Univer¬ 
sity  Medical  College.  In  1911  he  took  a  six  weeks’  course  in  the  New  York 
Post-Graduate  Medical  College. 

On  the  6th  of  September,  1903,  at  Paola,  Kansas,  Dr.  Baker  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Miss  Mayme  F.  Johnston,  a  daughter  of  William  Richard  and  Susan 
Ada  (Hedges)  Johnston.  Two  children  have  come  to  bless  this  union:  Hazel 
Florence,  who  was  born  June  11,  1905;  and  Ruth,  born  December  1,  1910. 

In  politics  Dr.  Baker  gives  his  support  to  the  republican  party,  being  identified 
with  the  progressive  element.  In  religious  faith  he  is  connected  with  Universitv 
Place  Christian  church.  He  is  a  member  of  a  number  of  fraternal  organizations, 
of  which  he  is  medical  examiner,  including  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America! 
the  Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen,  the  Brotherhood  of  American  Yeomen 
and  the  Homesteaders,  also  serving  as  medical  examiner  for  the  Central  Life 
Assurance  Company.  Although  engaged  in  practice  comparatively  a  short  time 
Dr.  Baker  has  become  well  established  and  is  steadily  moving  forward  in  a  pro¬ 
fession  in  which  competition  is  sharp  and  individual  ability  is  the  principal  factor, 
iaving  made  thorough  preparation  under  the  most  skillful  instructors,  he  began 
under  favorable  circumstances  and  no  physician  is  more  careful  in  keeping 
abreast  of  the  times  as  to  the  latest  discoveries  and  advancements  in  medicine 
and  surgery.  He  has  a  well  selected  reference  library  and  as  he  is  a  man  of 
clear  judgment  and  good  powers  of  investigation,  he  is  never  satisfied  until  he 
arrives  at  the  true  solution  of  problems  arising  almost  daily  in  his  practice.  The 
future  is  full  of  promise  for  him  and  to  all  young  men  who  thus  conscientiouslv 
devote  themselves  to  their  life’s  work. 


JUDGE  SOLOMON  F.  PROUTY. 

The  life  record  of  Judge  Solomon  F.  Prouty  is  a  notable  example  of  the  fact 
that  honesty  is  the  best  policy  not  only  in  business  but  in  politics  Success  that 
is  won  at  the  sacrifice  of  integrity  or  of  principle  is  never  that  which  wins  for 
the  possessor  enduring  admiration,  regard  and  honor.  These  have  come  to  Tudce 
Prouty  because  of  his  fearless  defence  of  what  he  has  believed  to  be  rig-ht  be¬ 
cause  of  his  fidelity  to  duty  at  all  times  and  under  all  circumstances  and  because 
of  the  efficiency  of  his  service  as  a  champion  of  that  which  works  for  progress 
and  improvement  both  for  the  individual  and  for  the  community 

Hardships  and  privations  were  largely  his  life  in  early  boyhood.  His  birth¬ 
place  was  a  farm  near  Delaware  in  Delaware  county,  Ohio,  his  natal  day  being 
January  1 7  1854  His  father  was  of  English  lineage  and  his  mother  of  Irish 
descent.  While  they  were  enroute  for  Iowa  in  the  fall  of  1855,  attracted  bv  the 
opportunities  which  they  heard  were  here  to  be  found  by  an  agriculturist,  the 
mother  became  ill  and  passed  away.  Saddened  but  not  discouraged  the  father  con¬ 
tinued  his  journey  with  his  little  family  of  five  sons  and  a  daughter,  his  destina¬ 
tion  being  Knoxville,  in  Marion  county.  A  resolute  fight  was  made  to  provide 

tor  the  family  but  reverses  came  and  the  sons  were  compelled  to  start  out  in  life 
for  themselves. 

Judge  Prouty  was  then  but  nine  years  of  age.  For  several  years  thereafter 
he  worked  at  farm  labor  in  the  neighborhood  of  Pella,  Iowa,  receiving  for  his 
services  only  his  board  and  clothing  until  at  length  he  earned  eight  dollars  per 
month  at  fall  plowing.  From  boyhood  he  had  an  unquenchable  desire  for  knowl¬ 
edge  and  studious  habits  have  been  his  throughout  his  life.  Even  in  his  early 
youth  when  the  summer  seasons  were  periods  of  diligent  toil  he  eagerly  embraced 
the  opportunity  of  attending  the  public  schools  in  the  winter  months  and  also 
promoted  his  knowledge  by  reading  and  study  at  night.  He  was  sixteen  years  of 
age  when  he  sought  to  obtain  a  teacher’s  certificate  in  Mahaska  county  He 
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passed  the  required  examination  but  after  receiving  his  certificate  did  not  have 
the  courage  to  seek  a  school.  He  continued  at  farm  labor  until  1870,  when  he 
determined  to  secure  a  higher  education  and  matriculated  in  the  Central  Univer¬ 
sity  at  Pella ;  while  subsequently  he  pursued  a  two  years’  course  in  Simpson  Col¬ 
lege  at  Indianola,  Iowa.  He  again  entered  the  university  at  Pella  and  won  his 
A.  B.  degree  upon  graduation  there  in  the  class  of  1877  with  valedictorian  hon¬ 
ors.  In  order  to  meet  personal  expenses  during  his  college  days  he  did  janitor 
work,  sawed  wood  and  performed  other  such  service  as  could  be  obtained.  In 
this  manner  he  displayed  the  elemental  strength  of  his  character  and  a  laudable 
ambition,  which  has  prompted  him  ever  to  seek  higher  ground  that  his  vision  of 
life  might  be  broader  and  fuller.  In  later  years  the  university  honored  him  with 
its  vice  presidency.  During  his  senior  year  in  college  he  was  chosen  a  represen¬ 
tative  of  the  Central  University,  at  the  state  oratorical  contest  in  Cedar  Rapids  in 
the  fall  of  1876,  and  there  won  the  first  prize.  The  following  spring  he  repre¬ 
sented  Iowa  in  the  inter-state  oratorical  contest  at  Madison,  Wisconsin,  where 
he  won  the  second  prize  in  the  discussion  of  the  subject  “Faith  and  Doubt  as 
Motors  of  Action.”"  Following  his  graduation  Judge  Prouty  was  elected  pro¬ 
fessor  of  Latin  and  mathematics  in  the  university  and  served  with  great  satisfac¬ 
tion  and  success  until  1882. 

In  the  meantime  he  had  taken  a  deep  interest  in  political  questions  and  his 
clear  and  advanced  views  made  him  a  public  leader.  In  1879,  when  but  twenty- 
five  years  of  age,  the  republicans  of  Marion  county  made  him  their  candidate 
for  representative  in  the  lower  house  of  the  eighteenth  general  assembly.  He 
was  elected  and  became  a  member  of  the  legislature  in  January,  1880.  The 
youngest  of  the  members  of  the  house  was  ten  years  his  senior  and  the  older 
men  were  inclined  to  question  his  ability,  but  he  soon  proved  his  worth,  not  only 
in  his  readiness  in  discussion  but  also  in  the  clear  and  logical  views  which  he 
held.  He  was  made  a  member  of  the  standing  committees  on  schools,  enrolled 
bills,  fish  and  game,  and  normal  schools  and  chairman  of  the  committee  on  elec¬ 
tions.  His  previous  experience  had  made  him  thoroughly  familiar  with  school 
work  and  in  the  legislature  he  devoted  much  of  his  time  to  revising  and  amending 
the  school  laws.  During  the  first  week  of  the  session  he  also  introduced  a  bill 
to  amend  the  law  respecting  the  mileage  and  compensation  of  members  and  officers 
of  the  general  assembly,  which  became  a  prominent  subject  of  legislation  on  the 
floors  of  both  houses  and  of  discussion  by  the  daily  press  of  the  state.  It  was 
well  known  that  every  member  and  officer  of  the  legislature  had  a  quantity  of 
railroad  passes  which  enabled  him  to  travel  to  and  from  his  home  and  to  other 
points  without  paying  therefor.  One  day,  near  the  close  of  the  session,  Judge 
Prouty  startled  the  house  with  a  proposition  to  abolish  the  railroad  pass  and 
supported  it  with  a  speech  on  the  iniquitous  influence  of  the  pass.  He  afterward 
said,  “There  was  not  a  man  in  that  general  assembly  who  in  his  heart  of  hearts 
did  not  know  it  was  wrong  to  allow  one  man  to  ride  free  and  charge  another  man 
for  transportation.  Yet  there  was  not  a  man  in  that  one  hundred  and  fifty  mem¬ 
bers  who  would  support  me.”  His  course  incurred  the  intense  displeasure  of  the 
railroad  companies  and  caused  him  the  loss  of  his  seat  in  the  next  session,  as 
he  was  not  reelected.  In  his  championship  of  the  public  schools  he  prepared  a 
bill  providing  for  uniform  free  text-books  in  each  county,  to  be  used  in  the  public 
schools.  This  passed  the  house  by  a  vote  of  seventy  to  twenty-two  but  was  lost 
in  the  senate.  Judge  Prouty  took  an  active  and  influential  part  in  revising  the 
insurance  laws  and  making  it  difficult  for  insurance  companies  to  escape  the  pay¬ 
ment  of  their  liabilities  on  technicalities.  His  labors  were  also  a  strong  force  in 
securing  the  establishment  of  a  reform  school  for  girls  at  Mitchellville  and  he 
was  equally  effective  in  promoting  the  passage  of  a  law  to  prevent  and  punish 
fraudulent  banking  and  in  securing  an  amendment  to  the  constitution  to  render 
negroes  eligible  to  seats  in  the  legislature.  The  controversy  which  he  started 
concerning  the  matter  of  mileage  was  finally  compromised  by  fixing  the  com- 
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pensation  of  members  of  the  general  assembly  at  five  hundred  and  fifty  dollars 
for  each  regular  session  and  five  cents  per  mile  by  the  nearest  traveled  route  in 
going  to  and  from  the  place  where  the  general  assembly  is  held. 

Judge  Prouty  not  only  became  actively  concerned  in  framing  laws  but  also 
turned  his  attention  to  their  interpretation,  entering  upon  preparation  for  the 
bar  while  teaching  in  the  university  at  Pella.  In  1882  he  was  admitted  to  practice 
before  the  courts  of  the  state.  No  dreary  novitiate  awaited  him.  Along  with 
those  qualities  indispensable  to  a  lawyer — a  keen,  rapid  and  logical  mind  plus 
the  business  sense  and  a  ready  capacity  for  hard  work — he  brought  to  the  start¬ 
ing  point  of  his  legal  career  certain  rare  gifts — eloquence  of  language  and  a  strong 
personality.  For  eight  years  he  enjoyed  an  extensive  and  growing  practice  con¬ 
necting  him  with  much  important  litigation  tried  in  the  courts  of  his  district. 

At  the  end  of  that  time  Judge  Prouty  removed  to  Des  Moines,  establishing  his 
home  here  in  1892.  In  the  capital  city  he  became  a  partner  of  I.  M.  Earle  and 
they  soon  became  recognized  as  one  of  the  strongest  law  firms  of  Central  Iowa. 
His  recognized  ability  led  to  his  selection  for  judicial  honors  for  which  he  was 
chosen  by  popular  suffrage  in  1898,  becoming  judge  for  the  ninth  judicial  district. 
He  served  contemporaneously  with  Judges  Bishop,  Conrad  and  Holmes  and 
under  the  rotation  system  of  the  court  took  his  turn  in  the  law,  equity  and  crim¬ 
inal  divisions  on  the  bench.  His  decisions  indicate  strong  mentality,  careful 
analysis,  a  thorough  knowledge  of  legal  principles  and  an  unbiased  judgment,  and 
his  ability  is  evidenced  in  the  fact  that  the  records  of  the  supreme  court  show  a 
less  percentage  of  reversals  of  his  decisions  than  of  any  other  district  judge  in 
the  state.  His  opinions  disclose  clearness,  conciseness  and  logic  as  well  as  a 
grasp  of  the  real  issues  of  a  case  and  an  understanding  of  the  law  applicable 
thereto.  At  the  close  of  his  term  he  declined  renomination,  wishing  to  devote 
his  attention  to  private  interests. 

Since  coming  to  Des  Moines,  in  1892,  Judge  Prouty  has  resided  continuously 
in  that  city.  He  was  first  married,  in  1880,  to  Miss  Anna  Livingston  who  died 
in  1884.  On  the  19th  of  January,  1887,  Judge  Prouty  wedded  Ida  E.  Warren,  a 
daughter  of  R.  B.  and  Emily  S.  (Bingaman)  Warren,  of  Mahaska  county,  Iowa. 
Her  father,  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  the  state,  was  a  miller  and  farmer.  He 
owned  one  of  the  first  mills  in  Iowa  and  did  milling  for  the  settlers  for  forty 
miles  around.  He  was  a  native  of  Tennessee  and  his  wife  of  Kentucky  and 
they  were  married  in  Van  Buren  county,  Iowa.  By  his  former  marriage  Judge 
Prouty  has  a  daughter,  Mary,  now  the  wife  of  Benjamin  Akin,  of  Plainfield, 
New  Jersey.  The  children  of  his  second  marriage  are :  Evangeline,  a  student 
in  the  Northwestern  University  at  Evanston,  Illinois;  Frances  Lillian,  who  is 
studying  in  the  same  place;  and  Emily  Josephine,  a  student  in  the  public  schools 
of  Des  Moines. 

Since  his  retirement  from  the  bench  Judge  Prouty  has  devoted  his  attention 
to  his  individual  interests  and  political  activities.  He  was  one  of  the  organizers 
of  the  Des  Moines  Knitting  Factory  and  was  equally  active  in  forming  the  Des 
Moines  Lumber  Company  and  several  other  local  successful  business  ventures. 
He  also  became  engaged  in  the  largest  manufacture  and  exportation  of  walnut 
lumber  in  the  United  States.  He  is  now  the  owner  of  an  extensive  rice  growing 
plantation  in  Arkansas  to  which  he  devotes  a  portion  of  his  time.  Farming  inter¬ 
ests  have  always  claimed  more  or  less  of  his  attention  and  in  agriculture  as  in 
other  pursuits  he  has  won  success  that  comes  from  close  application  and  untiring 
energy  intelligently  directed. 

In  politics  Judge  Prouty  stands  with  the  progressive  republicans.  He  was  a 
candidate  for  congress  in  1902  and  again  in  1904  and  at  the  second  election  was 
defeated  by  a  majority  of  only  two  votes.  In  1910  he  was  again  nominated  and 
this  time  was  successful.  No  one  who  knows  Judge  Prouty  or  who  is  at  all 
familiar  with  his  record  doubts  for  a  moment  that  he  will  be  other  than  the 
same  honest,  honorable  and  capable  political  leader  he  was  when  aiding  in  framing 
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the  legislation  of  Iowa  many  years  ago.  Fraternally  he  is  well  known  as  a 
thirty-second  degree  Mason  and  as  a  member  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  the 
Modern  Woodmen  of  America.  He  also  belongs  to  the  Pioneer  Law  Makers’ 
Association  and  the  Commercial  Club  of  Des  Moines,  while  in  religious  faith 
he  is  a  Baptist. 

His  long  life  has  been  an  exemplification  of  the  closing  words  of  his  inter¬ 
state  oration:  “Skepticism  is  a  land  of  perpetual  snows,  where  flowers  never 
bloom,  and  the  plant  of  humanity  never  grows.  Doubt,  wherever  found,  paralyzes 
energy  and  congeals  the  wellspring  of  human  activity.  Faith  gives  life  and 
energy.  It  is  faith  that  moves  the  mind,  it  is  the  mind  that  moves  the  world.” 
It  may  also  be  added  that  his  life  exemplifies  the  Biblical  statement  that  ‘‘faith 
without  works  is  doubt.”  While  he  believes  in  the  oncoming  of  an  advanced 
civilization  he  believes  also  that  the  duty  lies  upon  every  individual  toward  accom¬ 
plishing  this  end  and  throughout  his  life  he  has  been  a  continuous  and  effective 
worker  for  progress  and  improvement.  A  local  paper  said  of  him,  “He  is  of  a 
nervous,  sanguine  temperament;  hopeful,  ardent,  never  despondent;  determined, 
with  a  pertinacity  of  purpose,  energetic,  ambitious  and  always  ready  for  a  con¬ 
troversy.  Socially  he  is  genial,  communicative  and  frank,  is  generous,  charitable 
and  companionable.  He  is  a  kind  neighbor,  a  public-spirited  citizen,  and  a  true 
friend  of  the  toiler  in  the  shop  or  field.  He  is  upright  in  all  his  dealings,  positive 
in  his  convictions,  honest  and  sincere  in  purpose,  and  at  all  times  endeavors  to 
serve  the  right.” 


DANIEL  FORD. 

The  soldiers  of  the  Civil  war  who  upheld  the  stars  and  stripes  are  justly 
honored  for  their  faithful  services  and  as  long  as  the  name  of  liberty  is  known 
their  memory  will  be  revered.  Many  of  the  men  who  wore  the  blue  were  born 
in  foreign  lands  and  after  coming  to  America  freely  offered  their  lives  in  de¬ 
fense  of  the  republic.  Among  this  number  may  be  named  Daniel  Ford,  who 
for  a  quarter  of  a  century  has  been  a  respected  resident  of  Des  Moines.  He 
was  born  near  the  famous  Carrigrohane  Castle  in  County  Cork,  Ireland,  about 
three  miles  west  of  the  city  of  Cork,  May  3,  1842,  his  father  and  grandfather 
both  of  whom  were  named  Daniel,  having  been  born  in  the  same  neighborhood. 
The  mother’s  maiden  name  was  Margaret  Lane.  The  father  of  our  subject 
came  to  America  in  advance  of  his  family,  in  1849,  landing  at  Mobile,  Alabama, 
and  the  mother  arrived  with  the  children  four  years  later.  She  landed  at  New 
\  ork  and  proceeded  to  Chillicothe,  Ohio,  where  the  father  was  working  on 
the  construction  of  the  Cincinnati  &  Marietta  Railroad.  After  the  completion 
of  the  road  Mr.  Ford  and  his  family  removed  to  New  York  state,  where  he 
entered  the  employ  of  the  Saratoga  &  Sackett  Harbor  Railroad.  In  1855,  when 
the  subject  of  this  review  was  thirteen  years  of  age,  the  family  removed  to 
Albemarle  county,  Virginia,  now  West  Virginia,  and  four  years  later  to  Lewis 
county,  where  both  of  the  parents,  a  brother  and  two  sisters  died. 

Our  subject  and  his  brother  Timothy  both  entered  the  Union  army  during 
the  Civil  war,  the  latter  enlisting  in  1861  as  a  member  of  Company  A,  Tenth 
West  Virginia  Volunteer  Infantry.  He  was  one  of  the  first  soldiers  of  the 
Union  army  to  receive  the  white  flag  previous  to  the  surrender  of  General 
Robert  E.  Lee  at  Appomattox.  He  proved  a  valiant  soldier  and  was  mustered 
out  with  the  rank  of  lieutenant  at  the  close  of  the  war.  Daniel  Ford  enlisted 
in  1863,  serving  for  a  year  in  Captain  V  ilkinson’s  Scouts  as  orderlv  sergeant 
and  for  a  similar  length  of  time  in  the  Seventeenth  West  Virginia  Infantry 
as  a  private.  He  was  honorably  discharged  at  Wheeling,  West  Virginia,  July 
L  1865.  After  the  close  of  the  war  the  brothers  entered  the  contracting  busi- 
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ness  and  assisted  in  building  levees  and  railroads  along  the  Mississippi  river, 
continuing  in  the  same  line  of  work  later  in  Missouri,  Iowa,  Minnesota,  Illi¬ 
nois,  Kentucky  and  Tennessee. 

In  1887  Daniel  Ford  came  to  Des  Moines  and  for  five  years  was  employed 
in  the  state  treasurer’s  office  under  Captain  V.  P.  Twombly.  It  was  during  this 
time  that  he  built  the  pleasant  residence  in  which  he  now  lives  at  No.  1734 
East  Grand  avenue.  After  leaving  the  office  of  the  state  treasurer  he  went 
to  Chicago  and  served  as  private  assistant  to  Major  R.  W.  McClaughry  who 
was  chief  of  police  of  Chicago  during  the  World’s  Fair.  Since  1893  Mr/ Ford 
has  lived  retired  in  this  city.  He  did  not  possess  advantages  of  a  school  educa¬ 
tion  in  his  boyhood  but  is  a  good  scholar,  having  spent  a  great  deal  of  time  in 
private  study.  A  large  part  of  his  education  has  also  been  acquired  in  the 

great  school  of  the  world,  from  which  have  graduated  many  of  the  noblest  char¬ 
acters  in  history. 


On  the  1st  of  November  1877,  Mr.  Ford  married  Miss  Mary  Burke  of 
Warren  county,  Ohio,  a  daughter  of  Patrick  and  Bridget  (O’Donnell)  Burke 
who  were  natives  of  Ireland  and  came  to  America  in  1850,  being  married  in 
Cincinnati  Ohio,  in  March,  1853,  by  Archbishop  Purcell.  After  residing  in 
Ohio  for  five  years,  they  came  to  Iowa  in  1855,  driving  across  the  country 
which  at  that  time  was  the  only  means  of  travel.  In  their  family  were  seven 
children,  five  of  whom  are  still  living.  The  mother  died  in  1910  but  the  father 
survives  and  is  a  prominent  agriculturist  living  near  Croton  in  Lee  county,  Iowa. 
^  r.  and  Mrs.  Foid  have  six  children:  Daniel,  born  August  12,  1878 

who  married  Susan  Crilly  and  resides  in  New  York  city;  Patrick  V.  born 

A  l88lk’  Tll^5)thy  Burke’  born  June  L  1883;  Eugene,  bom  February 
23’  MU  ,7’  born  °ctober  20;  i887;  and  Agnes  Ann,  born  March  xi,  1801. 

Mr.  rord  has  traveled  extensively  in  various  parts  of  the  country  and  many 
years  ago  became  well  versed  in  human  nature,  which  has  been  one  of  his 
favorite  studies.  He  early  imbibed  a  love  for  travel,  and  his  influence  and 
example  nave  ever  been  directed  in  behalf  of  justice  and  honor.  Politically 
he  is  a  standpat  republican  and  sincerely  believes  that  the  principles  of  the 
party  of  Lincoln  are  essential  to  the  perpetuity  of  the  nation.  He  is  an  ardent 
admirer  of  the  writings  of  Lord  Byron  and  is  remarkably  well  informed  on 
the  history  of  Iowa  Recently  he  wrote  a  highly  interesting  paper  upon  “Where 
Marquette  first  landed  in  Iowa.”  An  honorable  and  upright  life  has  gained  for 
lm  the  confidence  and  good-will  of  all  who  have  come  within  the  circle  of  his 
influence.  In  religious  belief  he  is  a  Catholic. 


CLARK  G.  GEDDES. 

,  Par,k  Gf  Getddes’  who  is  one  of  the  successful  agriculturists  and  stockmen 
of  Washington  township  was  born  in  Illinois  on  the  7th  of  March,  1871,  and  is 
a  son  of  William  and  Mary  L.  (Knowlton)  Geddes,  natives  of  Canada.  The 
father,  who  is  a  musician,  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits,  prior  to  locating  in 
Illinois  but  for  many  years  he  has  devoted  his  entire  attention  to  his  profession 

“S'Gin  ,IK“'  b"t  "°,b"  “  «  *  <*"» V 

;  A  ^  fxa  -g 

tended  the  public  schools  of  Maxwell,  Iowa,  following  which  lie  purged  a  com¬ 
mercial  course  in  the  Iowa  Business  College  of  Des  Moines.  After  the  com- 

w Tk  TP  educ.atlon  he  returned  to  the  homestead,  remaining  with  his  mother 
11  he  attained  his  majority,  when  he  rented  a  farm.  He  operated  it  until  1808, 

w  en  he  went  to  South  Dakota,  where  he  bought  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres 
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of  land,  which  he  improved  and  cultivated  for  three  years.  Disposing  of  his  in¬ 
terests  he  then  returned  to  Polk  county  and  bought  eighty  acres  in  Washington 
township,  which  was  improved  and  under  cultivation.  Although  he  still  owns 
this  property  he  is  now  renting  it  as  he  is  living  on  the  old  homestead  of  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres.  In  connection  with  the  operation  of  this  farm  he  is 
raising  stock,  this  being  his  specialty.  He  keeps  forty  head  of  cattle  and  ten 
horses  and  raises  annually  one  hundred  head  of  hogs  and  one  hundred  and  eighty 
head  of  sheep.  Mr.  Geddes  has  always  been  very  successful  in  his  undertakings, 
both  as  a  stockman  and  agriculturist. 

In  April,  1893,  Mr.  Geddes  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Minnie  E. 
Gifford,  a  daughter  of  George  W.  and  Susan  (Snyder)  Gifford,  natives  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania.  In  1870,  as  a  youth  of  eighteen  years,  Mr.  Gifford  came  to  Iowa 
from  his  native  state.  For  several  years  thereafter  he  worked  as  a  farm  hand, 
thus  acquiring  the  money  to  buy  eighty  acres  of  land  in  \\  ashington  town¬ 
ship,  to  which  he  was  later  able  to  add  another  eighty,  thus  now  being  known  as 
one  of  the  best  farms  of  the  township.  Of  the  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Geddes 
there  have  been  born  five  children,  in  order  of  birth  as  follows:  Mildred  E., 
who  is  now  seventeen  years  of  age  and  is  attending  the  Iowa  State  Teachers 
College  at  Cedar  Falls,  Iowa;  Ronald  G.  and  Donald  G.,  twins,  who  are  eleven 
years  of  age;  and  Joyce  K.  and  Josephine  K.,  also  twins,  aged  three. 

Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Geddes  'hold  membership  in  the  Methodist  Protestant 
church,  while  fraternally  he  is  a  Mason,  being  affiliated  with  the  lodge  at  Max¬ 
well,  and  he  also  belongs  to  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America  at  Mingo.  His 
political  allegiance  is  given  to  the  republican  party,  and  for  six  years  he  served 
as  clerk  of  Washington  township  and  he  has  also  acted  in  the  capacity  of  school 
director.  A  good  business  man  and  an  intelligent  and  progressive  agriculturist, 
Mr.  Geddes  is  meeting  with  enviable  success  in  the  direction  of  his  interests. 


CHARLES  M.  WHICHER,  M.  D. 

Dr.  Charles  M.  Whicher,  the  supreme  medical  director  of  The  Homestead¬ 
ers  at  Des  Moines,  also  enjoys  a  large  private  practice,  making  a  specialty 
of  the  diseases  of  children.  His  birth  occurred  at  Corry,  Pennsylvania,  on  the 
10th  of  December,  1869,  his  parents  being  Samuel  M.  and  Florence  (Maples) 
Whicher,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  New  York.  At  the  time  of  the  out¬ 
break  of  the  Civil  war  the  father  enlisted  for  service  in  the  Ninth  New  York 
Cavalry,  remaining  with  that  command  until  the  cessation  of  hostilities  and  being 
discharged  with  the  rank  of  lieutenant.  After  returning  from  the  war  he  ac¬ 
cepted  a  position  as  traveling  salesman  for  a  tobacco  house,  being  thus  employed 
until  he  passed  away  at  Corry,  Pennsylvania,  in  June,  1872.  Mrs.  Whicher  was 
called  to  her  final  rest  in  November,  1908. 

Charles  M.  Whicher  obtained  his  early  education  at  Mayville,  New  York, 
being  graduated  from  the  high  school  with  the  class  of  1887.  He  next  entered 
Cornell  University  at  Ithaca,  New  York,  and  was  graduated  from  that  institu¬ 
tion  in  1892,  while  subsequently  he  took  up  the  study  of  medicine  in  the  uni¬ 
versity  at  Buffalo,  New  York,  completing  the  prescribed  course  with  the- class 
of  1896.  Locating  for  practice  at  Carlsbad,  New  Mexico,  he  there  followed  his 
profession  for  thirteen  years  with  good  success.  In  1909,  on  the  death  of  Dr. 
Paul,  he  was  elected  supreme  medical  director  of  The  Homesteaders  at  Des 
Moines,  Iowa,  the  headquarters  of  the  association  being  in  the  Securities  build¬ 
ing.  In  addition  to  his  duties  in  this  connection  he  also  takes  care  of  an  ex¬ 
tensive  private  practice.  His  labors  as  a  physician  have  been  attended  with  ex¬ 
cellent  results  and  he  is  widely  recognized  as  a  skilled  and  able  representative  of 
his  calling.  He  is  also  one  of  the  principal  stockholders  of  the  firm  of  H.  D. 
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Copeland  &  Company,  live  stock  commission  merchants  of  Chicago,  Illinois. 
During  his  residence  in  New  Mexico  he  acted  as  chief  surgeon  of  the  Pecos 
Valley  Lines  of  the  Santa  Fe  Railroad  for  eight  years. 

In  June,  1902,  Dr.  Whicher  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Sue  Darlington 
Copeland,  a  daughter  of  Howard  D.  and  Carrie  (Custer)  Copeland,  who  were 
natives  of  Ohio  and  Iowa  respectively.  The  father  was  engaged  in  the  banking 
business  during  the  greater  part  of  his  active  life  and  served  as  state  bank  ex¬ 
aminer  for  eight  years.  In  1907  he  became  president  of  the  Chariton  (Iowa) 
National  Bank,  holding  the  position  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  May, 
1910.  He  acted  as  supreme  treasurer  of  The  Homesteaders  and  since  his  demise 
the  duties  of  the  office  have  been  discharged  by  his  widow.  Mrs.  Copeland,  who 
is  now  fifty-two  years  of  age,  makes  her  home  at  Chariton,  Iowa. 

Dr.  Whicher  is  a  republican  in  politics  and  while  living  in  New  Mexico 
served  as  a  member  of  the  city  council  of  Carlsbad  for  five  years.  Fraternally 
he  is  identified  with  the  Masons,  having  held  the  office  of  master  in  the  lodge 
at  Carlsbad.  He  also  belongs  to  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  and  is 
a  past  noble  grand  of  the  Carlsbad  lodge.  He  is  likewise  a  member  of  the 
Knights  of  Pythias  and  of  the  Red  Men,  while  his  religious  faith  is  indicated 
by  his  membership  in  the  Episcopal  church,  being  a  member  of  the  vestry  of 
St.  Paul  s  church,  with  which  his  wife  is  also  affiliated.  They  are  both  well 
known  and  highly  esteemed  throughout  Des  Moines. 


LEONARD  BROWN. 

Practically  the  entire  life  of  Leonard  Brown  has  been  devoted  to  the  profes¬ 
sion  of  teaching,  literary  pursuits  and  lecturing.  He  was  born  on  the  4th  of 
July,  1837,  in  Syracuse.  Indiana,  and  is  a  son  of  Aaron  and  Margaret  M.  (Cory) 
Brown.  The  father  was  born  in  Paris,  Maine,  on  the  19th  of  January,  1807, 
and  is  a  direct  descendant  of  Daniel  Brown,  whose  father  came  to  this  country 
from  Scotland,  his  former  home  being  on  the  Clyde.  He  settled  at  Moulton- 
boro,  New  Hampshire,  during  colonial  days  and  later  took  up  arms  against  the 
mother  country  during  the  Revolutionary  war,  marching  with  Colonef  Fry  and 
the  New  Hampshire  Volunteers  to  Boston  and  participating  in  the  battle  of 
Bunker  Hill.  He  had  six  brothers,  one  of  whom,  Captain  James  Brown,  removed 
to  Zanesville,  Ohio,  in  1812,  and  there  his  son  Parlie  Brown  established  the 
Elkhorn  Tavern,  which  he  conducted  for  many  years.  Daniel  Brown  had  six 
sons,  two  of  whom,  Jabez  and  Jonathan  Smith,  removed  to  Ohio.  The  former 
came  from  New  Hampshire  and  located  in  Wooster,  Ohio,  where  he  died  at  an 
early  age,  leaving  a  widow,  one  son  and  several  daughters.  The  son,  Jabez 
Brown,  came  to  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  in  1857  and  engaged  in  the  jewelry  busi¬ 
ness.  One  daughter,  Abigail,  became  the  wife  of  B.  F.  Frederick,  and  Hannah 
married  J.  E.  Jewett,  a  lawyer  of  Des  Moines  before  and  during  the  Civil  war. 
Jonathan  Smith  Brown  removed  to  Zanesville,  Ohio,  from  Paris,  Maine,  in  1812. 
He  served  as  sergeant  in  the  American  army  during  the  war  of  1812  and  was 
at  Fort  Meigs  when  it  was  attacked  by  the  British  and  Indians.  In  New  Hamp¬ 
shire  he  married  Sarah  Richards,  a  sister  of  James  Richards,  who  was  a  preacher 
living  near  Kenton,  Ohio,  and  was  the  father  of  several  children,  one  of  his 
sons  being  Leonard,  for  whom  Aaron  Brown  named  our  subject.  Aaron  Brown 
had  a  sister  who  married  Harvey  Buckmister,  of  Hardin  county,  Ohio,  who 
for  many  years  conducted  the  Buck  Horn  Tavern,  located  four  miles  southeast 
of  Kenton,  in  which  city  he  later  engaged  in  banking.  It  was  in  1835  that  the 
father  of  our  subject  removed  to  Syracuse,  Indiana,  and  for  many  years  he  was 
'engaged  in  freighting  flour  by  team  from  the  mill  at  that  place  to  Fort  Wayne 


956 


CITY  OF  DES  MOINES  AND  POLK  COUNTY 


and  Elkhart.  He  passed  away  in  Marshalltown,  Iowa,  in  1879,  and  his  wife, 
who  was  born  in  Ohio  in  1820,  died  in  Syracuse,  Indiana,  in  February,  1848. 

Leonard  Brown  acquired  his  elementary  education  in  the  common  schools 
of  Syracuse,  which  he  attended  until  thirteen  years  of  age,  and  then  entered 
the  blacksmith  shop  of  William  Shelmadine.,  where  he  worked  for  three  years. 
He  enjoyed  the  work,  for  his  employer  was  kind  to  him  and  permitted  him  to 
go  to  school  for  three  months  every  winter.  In  October,  1853,  he  accompanied 
his  father's  family  on  their  removal  to  Des  Moines,  where  for  one  year  he 
attended  the  Des  Moines  Academy,  which  was  taught  by  the  Rev.  J.  A.  Nash. 
In  1854  he  engaged  in  teaching  and  in  the  year  following  he  went  to  Burling¬ 
ton,  Iowa,  there  entering  the  Burlington  University,  where  he  remained  for 
four  years  as  student  and  tutor  in  mathematics.  Returning  to  Des  Moines  he 
became  associated  with  his  former  instructor,  the  Rev.  J.  A.  Nash,  in  estab¬ 
lishing  the  Forest  Home  Seminary,  which  has  since  developed  into  the  Des 
Moines  University,  the  school  first  being  opened  in  i860.  In  1866-7  Mr.  Brown 
was  superintendent  of  schools  in  Des  Moines  and  Polk  county  and  in  1875  and 
1876  professor  of  English  and  literature  in  Humboldt  College.  He  has  spent 
a  great  deal  of  time  in  the  lecture  field,  speaking  on  social  reform,  and  at  one 
time  he  canvassed  twenty  counties  of  Iowa,  going  from  township  to  township 
speaking  on  social  and  political  reform.  He  has  also  written  several  books 
and  pamphlets,  among  them  being:  Poems  of  the  Prairie,  of  which  there  were 
three  editions ;  Iowa,  The  Promised  of  the  Prophets ;  American  Patriotism  or 
Memoirs  of  Common  Men;  The  Rights  of  Labor;  Things  New  and  Old  or 
Christianity  and  Liberty;  The  Pending  Conflict;  Popular  Perils;  In  Occident 
and  Orient,  or  Equal  Rights  of  Blacks  and  Whites,  and  Our  Own  Columbia 
that  is  to  be. 

On  the  7th  of  November,  1861,  in  Des  Moines,  Mr.  Brown  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Mrs.  Nannie  J.  Houston,  who  is  of  colonial  descent,  her  people 
being  from  eastern  Maryland  and  Tennessee.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brown  reared  ten 
children :  William  Harvey,  Antoinette,  Abby  May,  Margaret  Edith,  Arthur 
Houston,  Katie  Grayson,  Charles  Mortimer,  Lydia  Octavia,  Mabel  and  Claude 
Decimus. 

Mr.  Brown  went  to  the  front  during  the  Civil  war  with  Company  F,  Forty- 
seventh  Regiment  Iowa  Volunteers,  serving  for  one  hundred  days.  He  now 
maintains  relations  with  his  comrades  of  those  days  through  his  membership 
in  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  and  in  1855  he  became  a  charter  member 
of  Star  Lodge,  No.  1,  I.  O.  G.  T.,  of  Des  Moines,  thus  early  voicing  his  views 
on  the  temperance  question.  In  politics  he  was  originally  a  republican,  of  the 
Lincoln  point  of  view,  but  of  recent  years  his  views  have  more  nearly  coincided 
with  those  of  the  populist  party.  Mr.  Brown  believes  in  the  closer  unity  of 
mankind,  equal  rights  and  the  recognition  of  stronger  social  responsibilities.  A 
man  of  high  ideals  and  noble  purposes,  he  has  given  a  large  portion  of  his  time 
to  the  effort  of  inculcating  a  higher  and  nobler  sense  of  duty  and  responsibility 
in  both  young  and  old. 


JOHN  BLAKE. 

Among  the  old  settlers  in  Polk  county  must  be  mentioned  John  Blake,  who 
has  lived  continuously  for  almost  forty-five  years  on  the  farm  where  he  now 
resides  in  Madison  township.  He  was  born  in  England  on  the  21st  of  Novem¬ 
ber,  1832,  and  is  a  son  of  George  and  Sarah  Blake,  also  natives  of  that  country, 
where  they  spent  their  entire  lives  and  where  the  father  always  followed  agri¬ 
cultural  pursuits.  Four  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Blake,  of  whom 
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the  son  John  is  the  eldest.  One  son  and  daughter  have  died  and  the  other 
daughter  is  living  in  England. 

John  Blake  is  the  only  member  of  his  family  ever  to  have  become  a  resident 
of  the  United  States,  but  when  he  reached  the  age  of  twenty-four  years  he 
decided  that  the  opportunities  afforded  young  men  of  limited  means  in  America 
were  far  greater  than  in  the  more  conservative  country  of  his  nativity,  so  he 
emigrated.  During  the  first  ten  years  of  his  residence  in  this  country  he  lived 
in  Lockport,  New  York,  but  in  1867  he  started  westward  and  settled  in  Iowa, 
purchasing  the  forty  acres  of  land  on  section  24,  Madison  township,  Polk  county, 
which  constitutes  his  homestead.  At  the  time  of  its  purchase  the  land  was 
unbroken  and  unimproved  prairie,  but  during  the  period  of  his  occupancy  he 
has  added  many  improvements  and  brought  the  soil  to  a  high  state  of  cultiva¬ 
tion,  so  that  it  is  now  one  of  the  valuable  properties  of  the  township.  He  has 
engaged  in  general  farming  and  stock-raising  and  has  met  with  comparative 
success  in  both  ventures. 

Mr.  Blake  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Martha  J.  Spurway  on  the  4th  of 
July,  1868.  Mrs.  Blake  was  also  a  native  of  England,  but  came  to  the  United 
States  in  1858,  just  two  years  after  Mr.  Blake’s  arrival  here.  Three  children 
were  born  of  this  marriage,  who  are  as  follows:  Robert  G.,  who  is  married, 
makes  his  home  in  South  Dakota.  Mary  L.  married  George  Denton,  a  native  of 
Kentucky,  and  they  have  four  children  and  live  in  Seattle,  Washington.  Beatrice 
S.  became  the  wife  of  Charles  Campbell,  of  South  Dakota,  and  they  have  three 
children  and  live  in  Murdo,  that  state.  On  the  9th  of  August,  1873,  the  wife  and 
mother  passed  away  and  was  laid  to  rest  in  the  Polk  county  cemetery. 

Mr.  Blake  was  united  in  marriage  on  the  6th  of  June,  1874,  to  Miss  Annie 
Maginn,  who  had  made  the  journey  alone  from  England  in  the  preceding  May. 
She  was  born  in  that  country  on  the  29th  of  September,  1844,  and  was  the  oldest 
child  in  a  family  of  four.  Seven  children  were  born  of  this  union,  as  follows: 
Sarah  Jane,  the  eldest,  died  in  infancy.  William  Henry  married  Bertha  McLean, 
of  this  county,  in  which  they  continue  to  reside,  and  they  have  one  child.  Thomas 
Garfield  died  in  infancy.  Alfred  James  and  Benjamin  H.  are  unmarried  and 
reside  at  home.  John  was  married  to  Carrie  B.  Williams  in  November,  1910. 
Kate  Blanch  died  in  childhood. 

The  family  attend  the  Congregational  church,  of  which  the  parents  are  mem¬ 
bers.  Ever  since  his  naturalization  Mr.  Blake  has  been  an  ardent  advocate  of 
the  policy  of  the  republican  party.  He  always  takes  an  active  interest  in  all 
local  politics  and  has  been  elected  to  various  offices.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
board  of  education  and  road  supervisor  for  many  years.  During  the  period  of 
his  residence  here  he  has  won  and  held  the  regard  of  the  citizens  in  his  com¬ 
munity. 


PERRY  EUGENE  McCLENAHAN. 

Perry  Eugene  McClenahan,  who  in  June,  1911,  was  appointed  to  the  posi¬ 
tion  of  State  inspector  of  secondary  schools  of  Iowa,  has  long  been  connected 
with  educational  and  literary  work,  being  a  frequent  contributor  to  the  current 
magazines.  In  his  work  as  a  teacher  he  has  ever  held  to  high  ideals  and  has 
utilized  every  possible  means  to  reach  the  standard  he  has  set  up.  His  birth 
occurred  in  Keokuk  county,  Iowa,  in  1871.  The  family  name  indicates  his 
Scotch  ancestry,  his  grandfather,  Elijah  McClenahan,  having  been  born  in  Scot¬ 
land  while  in  Iowa  he  became  a  pioneer  settler,  taking  up  his  abode  near  Sigour¬ 
ney.  Scott  McClenahan,  the  father  of  Professor  McClenahan,  was  so  named 
in  honor  of  General  Winfield  Scott.  He  married  Frances  Meade,  whose  parents 
were  also  pioneer  residents  of  this  state,  having  settled  about  two  and  a  half 
miles  north  of  Sigourney  when  that  district  had  but  few  inhabitants. 
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The  family  resided  upon  a  farm  in  Keokuk  county,  Iowa,  and  there  Professor 
McClenahan  spent  his  youthful  days  upon  the  farm  and  attended  the  country 
schools  until  eight  years  of  age,  when,  in  1879,  his  parents  removed  to  Delta, 
a  small  town  in  Keokuk  county.  There  the.  son  entered  the  graded  schools  and 
subsequently  became  a  pupil  in  the  high  school  but  did  not  graduate  there.  In 
1884  his  father  returned  to  the  old  home  farm,  but  in  less  than  a  year  the  family 
became  residents  of  Wellman,  Iowa,  where  Perry  E.  McClenahan  again  became 
a  high  school  student.  He  did  not  graduate,  however,  as  the  course  was  only 
an  elementary  one.  In  the  winter  of  1890,  when  nineteen  years  of  age,  he  took 
up  the  profession  of  teaching,  securing  a  little  country  school  in  Washington 
county.  This  was  the  beginning  of  his  activity  in  the  educational  world,  activity 
that  has  constantly  broadened  in  its  scope  and  importance.  The  same  year  his 
mother  died  and  he  and  his  father  afterward  removed  to  Oskaloosa,  Iowa. 
About  that  time  Professor  McClenahan  accepted  a  position  as  teacher  at  Roches¬ 
ter,  Mahaska  county,  and  soon  was  given  a  better  position  in  connection  with 
the  Quaker  school  at  Coal  Creek,  Keokuk  county.  At  the  end  of  the  school  term 
Professor  McClenahan  entered  the  state  normal  school  at  Cedar  Falls,  now 
called  the  State  Teachers  College,  and  after  two  years  devoted  to  a  college 
course  was  made  superintendent  of  schools  in  Baldwin,  Iowa,  in  which  capacity 
he  served  two  and  a  half  years.  After  resigning  there  he  once  more  entered 
the  State  Normal  College  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1898,  receiving  his 
B.Di.  degree.  The  following  year  was  devoted  to  a  post-graduate  course  of 

study  and  in  1899  he  won  his  M.Di.  degree.  Beside  his  college  work  Professor 

McClenahan  was  captain  of  the  College  Militia  and  also  business  manager  of 
the  college  paper  called  the  Normal  Eyte. 

In  1899  Professor  McClenahan  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Alta  Birdsall, 
daughter  of  Oliver  and  Anna  Birdsall,  of  Cedar  Falls,  whose  father  was  a  pi¬ 
oneer  of  Benton  county,  Iowa,  having  removed  to  Cedar  Falls  a  few  years  before 

in  order  to  educate  his  daughters  Alta  and  May.  Professor  McClenahan  was 
made  superintendent  of  schools  in  Milo,  Iowa,  in  the  year  in  which  he  was  mar¬ 
ried  and  held  that  position  for  two  years,  his  wife  acting  as  assistant  principal 
during  the  first  year.  In  1901  he  was  called  to  the  superintendency  of  the  schools 
in  Winterset,  Iowa,  and  it  was  during  his  residence  there  that  his  first  child,  a 
daughter,  was  born,  in  1903.  While  the  Winterset  schools  were  under  his  super¬ 
vision  he  inaugurated  decided  changes  in  the  system  of  teaching  and  succeeded  in 
placing  the  schools  on  the  accredited  list.  In  1904,  however,  he  resigned  his  posi¬ 
tion  there  to  again  become  a  student,  entering  the  University  of  Iowa  in  which  he 
won  his  Ph.  D.  degree  in  1905.  The  following  year  he  pursued  a  post-graduate 
course  and  received  his  Master  of  Arts  degree  in  1906.  During  the  last  year 
of  his  school  work  he  was  manager  of  the  school  paper  called  the  Daily  Iowan. 
He  was  also  instructor  in  the  department  of  economics  and  for  three  months 
taught  in  the  State  Teachers  College.  He  also  edited  the  Cedar  Falls  Globe  for 
a  year.  After  his  graduation  he  taught  for  two  years  in  the  College  of  Agri¬ 
culture  and  Mechanical  Arts,  located  at  Las  Cruces,  New  Mexico,  and  while 
there  located  he  also  made  a  special  study  of  the  habits,  customs  and  history  of 
the  Pueblo  Indians  of  the  Missilla  valley. 

In  1909  Professor  McClenahan  returned  to  Des  Moines  and  spent  six  months 
inspecting  high  schools  in  the  interest  of  the  Highland  Park  College,  and  when 
Mr.  Hanna  resigned  to  become  mayor  of  Des  Moines  Professor  McClenahan 
took  up  his  line  of  work  as  dean  of  the  liberal  arts  department.  In  June,  1911, 
he  was  appointed  state  inspector  of  secondary  schools  of  Iowa  and  entered 
upon  his  duties  on  the  1st  of  August  following.  He  has  been  a  frequent  con¬ 
tributor  to  the  magazines  and  papers  of  the  country,  his  chief  topic  being  the 
Pueblo  Indians,  with  whose  history,  customs  and  manners  he  is  thoroughly  famil¬ 
iar,  having  done  much  original  research  work  in  that  line. 
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Professor  McClenahan  was  a  charter  member  of  Mystic  Tie  Lodge  No.  42, 
Knights  of  Pythias,  at  Baldwin,  Iowa,  but  is  now  a  member  of  Lotus  Lodge 
No.  48,  at  Winterset.  He  is  likewise  a  member  of  the  Fraternal  Order  of  Elks, 
but  while  he  has  appreciation  for  social  affairs  his  interest  centers  chiefly  in  his 
home  and  in  his  professional  duties.  He  has  every  reason  to  be  proud  of  his 
three  daughters,  Dorothy,  Ruth  and  Genevieve,  to  whom  he  has  given  good 
educational  privileges.  His  work  has  made  him  popular  with  the  student's  in 
the  different  schools  with  which  he  has  been  connected.  He  is  a  supporter  of 
athletics  and  has  ever  been  in  sympathy  with  the  young  men  in  their  efforts 
to  make  athletic  records  for  the  colleges  with  which  they  are  connected,  yet 
never  for  a  moment  has  he  sacrificed  the  high  standard  of  mental  development 
which  he  has  always  advocated.  In  fact  his  views  of  the  profession  which  he 
has  made  his  life  work  are  of  a  most  progressive  character  and  his  labors  have 
ever  tended  in  that  direction. 


FRANK  R.  STEHM. 

The  country  owes  a  lasting  obligation  to  inventors  who  have  produced  the 
wonderful  machines  which  have  assisted  so  greatly  in  the  unparalleled  advance 
of  the  last  fifty  years.  In  the  list  of  successful  inventors  should  be  named 
Frank  R.  Stehm  of  Des  Moines,  whose  brick  machines  promise  to  revolutionize 
the  brick  making  industry.  He  is  a  native  of  Des  Moines,  born  April  9,  1871, 
a  son  of  Fred  and  Mary  (Adlefinger)  Stehm,  both  of  whom  were  born  in  Berlin, 
Germany.  The  father  came  to  Des  Moines  in  1859,  being  then  eighteen  years 
of  age,  and  later  established  himself  in  business  in  this  city.  He  enlisted  from 
Iowa  in  the  Union  army  and  served  with  highest  credit  in  the  Civil  war.  There 
were  four  children  in  their  family,  namely:  Fred  C.,  of  Des  Moines;  John  W., 
who  is  married  and  also  lives  in  Des  Moines;  Frank  R.,  the  subject  of  this 
review ;  and  Albert,  who  is  deceased. 

Frank  R.  Stehm  received  his  early  education  in  the  common  schools  and 
later  became  a  student  of  the  Des  Moines  high  school,  graduating  with  the  class 
of  1887.  He  then  pursued  a  course  in  the  Iowa  Business  College  and  after  leav¬ 
ing  that  institution  engaged  in  the  cement  and  concrete  business  for  a  number  of 
years  with  his  father.  From  his  early  boyhood  he  possessed  unusual  mechanical 
and  inventive  ability  and  at  twelve  years  of  age  made  a  wooden  machine  for 
the  manufacture  of  brick.  He  devoted  years  of  application  and  study  to  the 
production  of  a  machine  upon  a  large  scale  and  recently  perfected  one  that 
weighs  seventy-three  thousand  pounds  and  is  recognized  as  the  heaviest  machine 
for  any  purpose  in  the  world  today.  In  the  course  of  the  development  of  this 
great  project  Mr.  Stehm  filed  one  hundred  and  nineteen  original  claims  in  the 
patent  office  at  Washington,  and  did  not  examine  even  a  catalogue  or  a  book 
pertaining  to  the  subject  while  engaged  in  this  important  work.  The  process 
of  which  he  is  the  inventor  is  accepted  by  many  manufacturers  as  being  unques¬ 
tionably  in  advance  of  all  others  that  are  known.  Through  the  assistance  of 
this  machine  six  men  may  produce  forty  thousand  brick  in  a  day,  thus  revolution¬ 
izing  the  industry.  The  machine  sells  for  fifty  thousand  dollars,  the  original 
company  to  receive  ten  per  cent  of  the  stock  of  all  companies  formed,  and,  also 
five  per  cent  royalty  on  the  sale  of  brick,  the  price  being  established  by  the  parent 
company.  The  demand  for  the  machine  comes  from  all  leading  countries  of 
the  world  and  orders  are  now  estimated  to  be  five  years  ahead  of  the  supply. 

In  1892  Mr.  Stehm  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Kate  Munzenmaier,  who 
is  a  native  of  Des  Moines  and  a  daughter  of  John  Munzenmaier,  now  deceased. 
Three  children  came  to  bless  the  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stehm,  namely:  Ruth, 
Marie  and  Louise.  Mr.  Stehm  devotes  his  attention  mainly  to  his  business  but 


960 


CITY  OF  DES  MOINES  AND  POLK  COUNTY 


finds  time  to  perform  his  duty  at  the  polls  and  votes  in  support  of  the  principles 
and  candidates  of  the  republican  party.  He  is  a  sincere  believer  in  the  authority 
of  the  Bible  and  is  a  valued  member  of  the  Lutheran  church.  Fraternally,  he  is 
identified  with  the  Odd  Fellows  and  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America.  At 
forty  years  of  age  he  has  launched  his  great  invention  and  has  accomplished 
a  work  which  in  the  opinion  of  many  will  make  his  name  memorable  in  the 
annals  of  one  of  the  greatest  industries  of  the  country.  Genial  in  manner  and 
sincere  and  true  in  all  relations  of  life,  he  has  many  friends  who  wish  him  every 
possible  success  in  his  great  undertaking. 


hill  McClelland  bell,  a.b,  a.m.,  ll.d. 

Hill  McClelland  Bell,  president  of  Drake  University,  one  of  the  foremost 
educational  institutions  of  Iowa,  was  born  near  Martinsburg,  Licking  county, 
Ohio,  on  the  19th  of  June.  i860.  The  name  of  Bell  is  one  that  appears  fre¬ 
quently  in  the  records  of  the  early  history  of  the  settlement  of  this  country. 
Abraham  Bell,  who  is  given  as  the  founder  of  the  family  in  New  England, 
dwelt  at  New  Haven,  and  issue  from  his  line  settled  in  Roxburv  and  other 
Connecticut  towns.  Philip  Bell  became  the  head  of  the  family  in  Massachu¬ 
setts,  living  in  Boston.  The  descendants  of  Samuel  Bell,  of  Chester,  England, 
with  a  number  of  the  Connecticut  family  of  that  name,’  removed  in  1692  to  the 
territory  west  of  the  Delaware  river,  which  was  included  in  the  grant  of  land 
made  to  William  Penn  by  Charles  II,  and  upon  which  the  commonwealth  of 
Pennsylvania  and  Delaware  were  established. 

Of  this  branch  of  the  family  the  earliest  ancestor  of  whom  we  have  authentic 
record  is  James  Bell,  he  being  of  the  fourth  generation.  He  took  up  a  “Toma¬ 
hawk  Claim"  in  what  was  then  northwestern  Virginia,  but  is  now  Greene 
county,  southwestern  Pennsylvania.  He  moved  there  from  the  Shenandoah 
valley,  which  is  probably  where  the  Bells  first  settled,  as  several  by  that  name 
still  reside  there.  The  date  of  his  birth  is  given  as  1735,  while  that  of  his 
death  is  not  known.  He  was  of  Scotch-Irish  descent. 

His  son,  James  Bell,  Jr.,  was  born  about  1765  in  Greene  county,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania.  He  married  Elizabeth  Hayes  and  emigrated  to  the  vicinity  of  Utica, 
Ohio,  where  he  died  about  i860.  John  Bell,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
was  also  born  in  Greene  county,  Pennsylvania,  his  birth  occurring  in  1802.  He 
married  Miss  Mary  Harrison  and  later  removed  to  (St.)  Louisville,  Ohio,  where 
he  passed  away  in  1865.  The  father,  James  Harrison  Bell,  was  born  in  Licking 
county.  Ohio,  April  18.  1835.  He  was  married  there  and  in  1865  came  to  Jasper 
county,  Iowa,  where  he  remained  actively  engaged  in  farming  until  called  to 
his  final  rest  in  1910.  In  February,  1859,  he  wedded  Miss  Elmy  Ann  Cooper 
at  Lone  Pine,  Pennsylvania.  Miss  Cooper  was  of  English  lineage,  her  father, 
Moses  Cooper,  being  a  native  of  New  Jersey.  Her  mother  was  Christiana 
Young,  a  native  of  Pennsylvania  and  of  German  ancestry.  It  is  believed  that 
Professor  A.  Graham  Bell,  Governor  Bell  of  Vermont,  General  Bell  of  Colo¬ 
rado,  General  Bell  at  Manasses,  J.  J.  Bell,  the  author,  and  Lillian  Bell,  also  a 
writer,  are  descended  from  this  lineage. 

Hill  McClelland  Bell  attended  Hazel  Dell  Academy,  Newton,  Iowa,  in  1882, 
and  Western  Normal  College  in  1883,  1885,  1886  and  1887.  His  collegiate 
courses  began  in  Drake  University,  from  which  he  was  graduated  with  the 
class  of  1890  with  the  degree  of  A.  B.,  the  higher  degrees  being  conferred  upon 
him  as  follows:  A.M.,  Drake  University,  in  1899,  and  LL.D.,  Simpson  College, 
in  1905.  In  1906  he  was  a  student  in  the  University  of  Nebraska.  He  served 
as  principal  of  schools  in  Lynnville,  Iowa,  in  1883  and  1884;  was  superintendent 
of  schools  in  Kellogg,  Iowa,  1885-1888;  professor  of  mathematics  in  Callanan 
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College  of  Drake  University,  1888-1890;  professor  of  English  in  Highland 
Park  College  1890-1894;  professor  of  English  and  pedagogy  in  Lincoln  Normal 
University  1894- 1 897;  president,  1895-1897;  member  of  committee  of  selection 
of  Rhodes  Scholarship  in  Iowa,  1903;  member  Iowa  Educational  Council  i88q- 
1891  and  1908;  president  Iowa  State  Teachers  Association,  1910;  trustee 
Carnegie  Foundation  for  the  Advancement  of  Teaching,  1005  •  professor  of 
pedagogy  and  dean  of  Normal  College,  Drake  University,  1807-1902-  vice 
c  ance  lor,  1900  1902;  dean  of  College  of  Liberal  Arts,  1902-1903;  since  which 
time  he  has  filled  the  office  of  president.  President  Bell’s  services  throughout 
ms  association  with  Drake  University  have  been  of  a  character  most  creditable 
He  has  put  forth  every  possible  effort  to  bring  Drake  University  to  the  highest 
standard  of  quality  and  perfection  and  owing  to  the  increasing  popularity  and 
attendance  feels  repaid  m  the  fullest  measure.  In  1903  the  attendance  num¬ 
bered  one  thousand  five  hundred  and  ninety-three,  while  the  rolls  of  iqii  bear 
the  names  of  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-seven  students. 

t>  At  NeUton’  Iowa>  on.  the  2d  °f  September,  1886,  was  solemnized,  by  the 
Rev  Dickinson,  the  marriage  of  Dr.  Bell  and  Miss  Edith  Luella  Orebaugh  a 
daughter  of  Samuel  Orebaugh,  who  for  many  years  was  a  resident  of  Kellogg, 
now  residing  in  Arkansas.  Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bell  have  been  born  six  chil¬ 
dren  Jessie  who  was  born  October  30,  1887,  and  died  February  3,  1801; 
Hugh  Samuel,  born  November  26,  1891 ;  Ruth,  born  October  30,  180s  Ralph 

boTSbctdber  2gUmA’  ^  ^  ^  b°rn  ^  27’  I9°°;  “d  R“S’  Mark’ 

Socially  Mr  Bell  is  affiliated  with  the  University  Club  of  Des  Moines,  Uni- 
Moines  UU°  °f  Chlcag°>  and  fraternally,  with  the  Knights  of  Pythias  of  Des 


JEREMIAH  SWIFT. 

Among  the  soldiers  of  the  Civil  war  who  established  homes  in  Polk  county 
and  have  now  passed  to  their  reward  should  be  named  Jeremiah  Swift  of  Beaver 
township  He  was  born  in  Orange  county,  Vermont,  October  7,  183  s,  the  son 
of  Joseph  and  Nancy  (Seavy)  Swift.  The  parents  were  members  of  old  Massa¬ 
chusetts  families  and  traced  their  origin  to  England.  The  father  engaged  in 
farming  and  spent  his  entire  life  in  Orange  county.  He  died  in  1863  at  the  age 
of  sixty  years,  his  widow  passing  away  a  few  years  later.  Their  bodies  were 
deposited  m  an  old  burying  ground  of  the  neighborhood.  There  were  three 
children  in  the  _  family :  Elizabeth,  who  married  Reuben  Morris  and  is  now 
deceased ;  Minnie  now  the  wife  of  George  Roberts,  of  Orange  county,  Ver- 
mont;  and  Jeremiah,  of  this  review.  s  y 

Jeremiah  Swift  received  a  good  education  in  the  public  schools  and  continued 
upon  the  home  farm  until  after  reaching  his  majority.  In  the  spring  of  1857, 
having  decided  to  seek  his  fortune  in  the  west,  he  traveled  by  rail  to  Iowa  City 
Iowa,  and  then  took  the  stage  for  Newton,  Jasper  county,  continuing  on  foot 

fU;r  Tm>  6r  °f  the,  J°urney  unhJ  he  reached  the  home  of  Thomas  Mitchell, 
familiarly  known  as  Uncle  Tom,  after  whom  Mitchellville  was  named  He 
engaged  as  a  farm  hand  under  Mr.  Mitchell  until  the  autumn  of  1838  and  then 
m  company  with  two  companions  started  with  an  ox  team  for  Kansas,  intending 
°.  °f  f  Ure'  However,  he  was  not  pleased  with  the  outlook  and  returned  to 
Mitchellville,  reentering  the  service  of  his  old  employer  with  whom  he  con- 
tinued  until  July,  1862.  In  the  meantime  the  great  Rebellion  was  in  progress 
and  on  August  g  1862  Mr  Swift  enlisted  in  Company  C,  Twenty-third  fowa 
Infantry,  under  Colonel  William  H.  Dewey.  On  the  19th  of  September  follow¬ 
ing  the  company  was  ordered  south  and  marched  to  Eddyville,  Iowa  then 
travehngUiv^rail  to  Keokuk  and  thence  by  steamer  to  St.  Louis.  Private  Swift 
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and  his  companion  were  placed  on  guard  duty  at  Schofield  barracks  and  after 
two  weeks  were  sent  on  a  similar  service  to  Iron  Mountain,  Missouri.  Later 
they  went  to  Arkansas  on  a  scouting  expedition.  Returning  to  Iron  Mountain, 
the  regiment  went  into  camp  until  spring  and  then  was  sent  to  Millikens  Bend, 
Louisiana,  where  an  army  was  being  organized  for  the  Vicksburg  campaign 
under  General  Grant.  The  next  movement  was  southward  as  far  as  Magnolia 
Hill,  where  a  severe  engagement  took  place  with  the  rebels  under  General  John¬ 
ston.  The  fight  continued  for  twenty-four  hours  and  many  of  the  Twenty-third 
Iowa  men  were  killed  or  wounded,  Gardner  Webb,  a  comrade  standing  at  the 
side  of  private  Swift,  being  shot  down.  The  regiment  next  started  for  Jackson, 
Mississippi,  but  while  en  route  found  that  the  rebels  were  in  its  rear  and,  facing 
about,  a  battle  was  fought  at  Champion’s  Hill,  the  enemy  being  forced  to 
retreat.  The  following  morning  the  battle  was  resumed  and  the  Union  forces 
were  victorious,  capturing  fifteen  hundred  prisoners  while  the  main  body  of  the 
army  closed  up  around  Vicksburg.  The  prisoners  were  marched  to  Young’s 
Point  and  later  taken  to  Memphis  and  placed  in  charge  of  other  troops  and 
conveyed  northward.  The  next  battle  was  a  hand-to-hand  fight  at  Millikens 
Bend,  in  which  many  were  killed  and  wounded.  Then  followed  the  siege  and 
capture  of  Vicksburg,  after  which  the  regiment  was  ordered  to  New  Orleans 
and  boarded  a  vessel  bound  for  St.  Joseph  Island,  Texas.  A  great  snowstorm 
was  encountered  which  lasted  five  days  and  nights  and  the  regiment  was  in  the 
gravest  danger,  but  through  a  change  of  wind  arrived  at  land  in  safety.  .  March¬ 
ing  to  Matagorda  Island,  the  Union  forces  besieged  and  captured  Fort  Esper- 
anza  and  in  May,  1864,  returned  to  New  Orleans.  The  next  important  battle 
was  at  Spanish  Fort,  Alabama,  the  regiment  subsequently  going  into  camp  at 
Mobile.  Private  Swift  was  soon  afterwards  ordered  again  to  Texas  to  assist 
in  the  parole  of  prisoners,  and  the  war  coming  to  an  end,  he  was  honorably 
mustered  out  of  service  at  Davenport,  Iowa,  July  26,  1865.  Although  often 
exposed  to  great  danger,  he  passed  through  the  entire  ordeal  uninjured..  At  one 
time  he  was  reported  as  wounded,  but  the  ball  passed  through  his  cartridge  belt, 
this  being  one  of  his  narrow  escapes.  He  was  always  at  his  post  and  was  a 
brave  and  true  soldier.  The  Twenty-third  Iowa  took  great  pride  in  a  faithful 
dog  named  “Doc”  that  accompanied  the  regiment  in  its  various  movements  and 
was  present  at  every  battle  in  which  the  command  took  part,  often  standing 
upon  the  breastworks  while  the  bullets  were  flying  thick  and  fast.  He  was 
known  to  every  man  in  the  Twenty-third  and  was  brought  north  when  the  regi¬ 
ment  returned  from  the  war.  The  picture  of  this  faithful  canine  is  one  of  the 
prized  possessions  of  Mrs.  Swift. 

After  laying  aside  the  uniform  and  accoutrements  of  war  Mr.  Swift  lived 
at  Mitchellville  and  worked  for  Mr.  Mitchell  until  1867.  In  1868  he  took  up 
his  home  upon  a  farm  of  one  hundred  acres  which  he  had  purchased  on  section 
3,  Beaver  township,  northwest  of  Mitchellville,  and  to  which  he  later  added  a 
tract  of  forty  acres.  Here  he  continued  during  the  remainder  of  his  life,  attain¬ 
ing  a  prosperity  in  his  calling  which  was  the  result  of  well  directed  labor. 

On  April  16,  1867,  Mr.  Swift  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Henrietta 
Mattern,  a  daughter  of  David  and  Barbara  (Parks)  Mattern,  the  former  of 
whom  was  a  native  of  Huntingdon  county,  Pennsylvania.  The  father  was  of 
Swiss  and  the  mother  of  Scotch  descent.  He  was  a  blacksmith  by  trade,  but 
being  attracted  to  the  west,  journeyed  with  his  family  to  Indiana  in  1856  and  in 
the  following  year  started  with  his  wife  and  eight  children  for  Polk  county, 
Iowa,  driving  with  horses  and  a  covered  wagon.  There  were  men  in  the  party 
who  carried  tents  in  which  they  slept  at  night,  the  women  and  children  sleeping 
in  the  wagon.  Mr.  Mattern  had  conscientious  objections  against  traveling  on 
Sunday  and  they  went  into  camp  on  that  day.  The  trip  required  four  weeks 
and  was  one  of  interest  and  excitement.  Arriving  near  the  present  site  of 
Mitchellville,  the  head  of  the  family  erected  the  first  house  in  what  became  the 
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old  town  of  Mitchellville.  It  is  a  frame  building  and  is  now  standing  opposite 
Moses  Brown  s  residence,  being  used  as  a  dwelling  house.  Accommodations 
were  scarce  and  Mr.  Mattern  and  his  wife  kept  boarders,  supplying  food  and 
lodging  to  twenty-four  persons  during  the  first  season.  Mrs.  Swift  has  a  vivid 
i  emembrance  of  many  incidents  of  this  period  and  recollects  that  provisions 
were  very  scarce  and  butter  was  brought  in  firkins  from  Vermont  and  cost  fifty 
cents  a  pound.  Settlers  rapidly  arrived  and  soon  there  was  a  thriving  com¬ 
munity.  Among  other  enterprises  a  tannery  was  established  which  was  con¬ 
ducted  by  Jonathan  Blyler  and  James  Craig.  There  were  nine  children  in  the 
family  of  Mr.  and  Airs.  Alattern,  five  of  whom  are  now  living:  Jacob,  of 
Shenandoah,  Iowa,  Scott,  of  Berwell,  Nebraska,  who  was  a  soldier  of  the  Civil 
war  and  a  prisoner  in  Andersonville  prison  for  nine  months ;  Irvana,  now  Mrs. 
William  J.  Wooton,  of  El  Reno,  Oklahoma;  Carrie,  the  widow  of  Thomas 
Mitchell,  now  residing  with  her  daughter  Maude,  who  is  the  wife  of  Dr. 
William  Gidney,  of  West  Texas;  and  Henrietta,  who  married  Jeremiah  Swift 
I  hree  sons  of  the  family,  William  H.  and  Miles  D.,  entered  the  army  during 
the  Civil  war  and  gave  their  lives  for  their  country,  the  former  dying  at  New 
Orleans,  and  the  latter  at  Helena,  Arkansas,  while  David  died  of  diphtheria 
before  he  went  to  the  front,  dhe  mother  of  this  family  died  at  Mitchellville  in 
and  the  father  was  called  away  twenty  years  later.  They  were  buried  in 
the  cemetery  at  Mitchellville.  Two  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Swift: 

Carrie,  now  Mrs.  William  T.  Haines;  and  La  Forest  E.  Both  families  live 
upon  the  home  farm. 

Jeremiah  Swift  was  called  from  earthly  scenes  May  24,  1898,  and  his  body 
was  deposited  by  his  old  army  comrades  in  the  cemetery  at  Mitchellville.  He 
was  a  man  of  sterling  chaiacter  who  attracted  many  friends  and  was  greatly 
respected  by  all  with  whom  he  came  into  contact.  He  was  a  loving  husband  and 
a  kind  father  and  one  of  his  greatest  incentives  was  to  provide  a  competency  for 
his  family,  an  ambition  he  lived  to  see  accomplished.  He  was  a  valued  member 
of  Grand  Aimy  Post  No.  17,  at  Mitchellville,  and  from  the  time  of  casting  his 
first  ballot,  in  1861,  was  a  supporter  of  the  republican  party.  Mrs.  Swift  has  in 
recent  years  made  many  improvements  upon  the  home  farm,  remodeling  the  resi¬ 
dence  and  other  buildings,  tiling  the  land,  etc.,  so  that  it  is  now  one  of  the  most 
productive  places  in  the  township.  In  religious  faith  she  adheres  to  the  Univer- 
salist  church.  She  is  now  seventy  years  of  age  and  has  been  a  resident  of  this 
section  since  the  pioneer  days.  She  has  been  closely  identified  with  its  growth 

and  no  person  in  the  community  possesses  in  a  higher  degree  the  sincere  regard 
of  the  people. 


BENJAMIN  F.  BRUBAKER.  - 

As  a  valiant  soldier  of  the  Civil  war  Benjamin  F.  Brubaker  performed  his 
JUty  m  defense  of  the  Union  and  as  a  private  citizen  has  been  equally  loyal  to 
his  ideals. .  He  is  today  one  of  the  esteemed  citizens  of  Polk  county  and  has 
been  identified  with  its  development  for  more  than  forty-five  years  He  was 
born  in  Preble  county,  Ohio,  in  March,  1843,  the  son  of  George  and  Anna 
(Banty)  Brubaker,  the  former  of  whom  was  born  in  Virginia  and  the  latter  in 
Ohio.  The  father  in  his  youth  removed  from  Virginia  with  his  parents  to  Ohio 
and  grew  to  manhood  in  that  state.  After  his  marriage  he  bought  eighty  acres 
of  land  upon  which  he  established  his  home,  continuing  there  during  the  remainder 
of  his  life.  He  invested  in  Iowa  land  but  never  visited  this  state.  His  death 
occurred  March  14,  1903,  the  mother  having  been  called  away  on  the  26th  dav 
of  January,  1885.  J 

Benjamin  F.  Brubaker  was  reared  in  the  Buckeye  state  and  received  his 
education  in  the  district  schools.  He  remained  at  home  until  after  the  breaking 
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out  of  the  Civil  war  and  then,  in  response  to  the  call  of  President  Lincoln,  enlisted 
in  1861  in  Company  C,  Seventy-fifth  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  and  served  for 
three  years,  participating  in  many  of  the  most  important  battles  and  movements 
of  the  war.  He  enlisted  in  Preble  county,  Ohio,  and  from  there  went  to  Camp 
McLean,  near  Cincinnati,  and  later  to  Virginia,  crossing  the  mountains  into  the 
eastern  part  of  that  state.  He  participated  in  the  second  battle  of  Bull  Run 
under  General  Polk  and  was  there  wounded.  He  was  with  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac  from  1862  until  1863,  taking  part  in  the  battle  of  Gettysburg,  where  he 
was  again  wounded.  Later  he  went  with  his  command  to  South  Carolina  and 
from  there  to  Jacksonville,  Florida,  in  the  summer  of  1864.  He  was  always 
found  at  his  post  of  duty  and  at  the  close  of  the  war,  in  the  spring  of  1865, 
returned  to  Columbus,  Ohio,  where  he  was  honorably  discharged  and  mustered 
out. 

Mr.  Brubaker  then  came  to  Iowa  and  began  working  by  the  month  at  Indianola 
as  a  farm  hand.  After  two  years  he  began  farming  for  himself  upon  rented 
land  and  two  years  later  purchased  forty  acres  in  Bloomfield  township  which  he 
cultivated  for  two  years  and  then  sold.  Having  acquired  sufficient  capital,  he 
bought  sixty  acres  of  good  land  in  Bloomfield  township  and  applied  himself  with 
such  diligence  that  he  now  owns  one  hundred  and  seventy-five  acres  which  is 
probably  as  productive  as  any  land  in  the  state  of  Iowa.  He  has  greatly  improved 
his  farm,  erecting  a  handsome  residence,  substantial  barns  and  other  buildings, 
and  the  air  of  neatness  to  be  observed  everywhere  about  the  place  indicates  that 
he  gives  it  constant  and  intelligent  supervision.  He  cultivates  the  cereals,  raises 
a  good  grade  of  stock  and  is  justly  numbered  among  the  most  prosperous  farmers 
of  the  township. 

On  the  9th  day  of  February,  1871,  Mr.  Brubaker  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Miss  Nettie  Knostman,  a  daughter  of  Rudolph  and  Elizabeth  (Miller)  Knost- 
man,  the  former  born  in  Germany  and  the  latter  in  Virginia.  They  located  upon 
a  farm  in  Jasper  county,  Iowa,  and  here  they  continued  during  the  remainder 
of  their  lives,  the  father  passing  away  February  28,  1888,  while  the  mother’s 
death  occurred  six  years  previous,  on  the  10th  of  March,  1882.  Six  children 
came  to  bless  the  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brubaker,  namely:  Perry  A.,  who  lives 
at  St.  Joseph,  Missouri;  George  R.,  who  is  married  and  is  now  living  at  Los 
Angeles,  California ;  Estella,  who  is  married  and  lives  in  South  Dakota ;  Bertha 
M.,  who  is  also  married  and  makes  her  home  in  Warren  county,  Iowa;  and 
Cora  and  Eva,  twins,  who  were  born  in  1886  and  are  now  living  at  home. 

The  beloved  wife  and  mother  was  called  from  earthly  scenes  April  15,  1893. 
She  was  a  woman  of  many  attractive  qualities  and  her  death  was  deeply  regretted 
by  the  entire  community.  Mr.  Brubaker  and  his  children  are  earnest  members 
of  the  Methodist  church  of  which  he  is  a  liberal  supporter.  In  political  views  he 
is  in  sympathy  with  the  republican  party  and  although  he  has  never  sought  the 
emoluments  of  office  he  has  .served  for  several  terms  as  township  trustee.  Fra¬ 
ternally  he  is  identified  with  the  Grand  Army  Post  at  Norwalk.  A  useful,  pro¬ 
gressive  and  upright  citizen,  he  is  greatly  esteemed  by  all  who  know  him  on 
account  of  his  generous  qualities  of  heart  and  mind. 


JAMES  W.  MILLS. 

James  W.  Mills,  a  retired  agriculturist  residing  at  No.  1434  Court  avenue 
in  Des  Moines,  was  successfully  identified  with  general  farming  interests 
throughout  his  active  business  career  and  its  still  the  owner  of  one  hundred  and 
thirty-one  acres  of  land  on  section  18,  Lee  township.  His  birth  occurred  in 
Hancock  county,  Indiana,  on  the  25th  of  April,  1840,  his  parents  being  J.  S. 
and  Elizabeth  Mills,  the  former  born  in  the  year  1812  and  the  latter  in  1815. 


MR.  AND  MRS.  J.  W.  MILLS 
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The  father  was  a  native  of  Kentucky,  while  the  mother’s  birth  occurred  in 
White  Water,  Wayne  county,  Indiana.  They  were  married  in  the  Hoosier 
State  and  in  1849  removed  to  Albia,  Monroe  county,  Iowa,  while  in  the  spring 
of  1850  they  came  to  Polk  county,  locating  about  two  miles  southeast  of  Rising 
Sun.  In  the  fall  of  1852  the  family  home  was  established  in  Allen  township, 
J.  S.  Mills  there  erecting  a  residence.  The  brothers  and  sisters  of  our  subject 
were  as  follows :  Harrison  P.,  who  died  in  Indiana  when  about  seventeen  years 
old;  John  E.,  who  died  as  the  result  of  wounds  received  at  Altoona  Pass  while 
defending  the  Union  in  the  Civil  war;  Sarah  J.,  who  is  the  wife  of  Randall 
Carter  and  resides  in  Polk  county;  and  Mary  E.,  who  is  the  wife  of  David 
Hargis  and  lives  in  West  Des  Moines. 

James  W.  Mills,  who  was  a  lad  of  ten  years  when  he  came  to  Polk  county 
with  his  parents,  has  resided  within  its  borders  continuously  since.  At  the  time 
of  the  Civil  war  he  went  to  the  front  as  a  member  of  Company  B,  Thirty-ninth 
Iowa  Volunteer  Infantry.  He  was  captured  by  the  enemy  at  Shady  Grove,  was 
exchanged  in  September  and  was  wounded  May  16,  1864,  at  Resaca,  Georgia, 
while  with  Sherman  on  his  march  to  the  sea.  His  brother  John,  who  was  also 
a  member  of  Company  B  and  was  with  Sherman,  was  wounded  October  5,  1864, 
at  Altoona  Pass  and  died  at  Nashville,  Tennessee.  James  W.  Mills  was  honor¬ 
ably  discharged  at  Keokuk,  Iowa,  on  the  nth  of  January,  1865,  on  account  of 
disability  caused  by  a  gunshot  wound.  On  returning  home  he  once  more  be¬ 
came  identified  with  general  agricultural  pursuits,  operating  the  farm  of  one 
hundred  and  thirty-one  acres  on  section  18,  Lee  township,  which  is  still  in  his 
possession.  The  improvements  thereon  include  a  modern  residence  and  sub¬ 
stantial  barns.  In  1891  Mr.  Mills  put  aside  the  active  work  of  the  fields  and  on 
the  4 th  pf  June  of  that  year  took  up  his  abode  in  Des  Moines,  where  he  has 
since  resided  in  an  attractive  home  at  No.  1434  Court  avenue.  He  is  now  spend- 
ing  the  evening  of  life  in  honorable  retirement,  having  won  a  competence  which 

(supplies  him  with  all  of  the  comforts  and  many  of  the  luxuries  of  life. 

On  the  19th  of  August,  1862,  Mr.  Mills  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Anna 
Newcomer,  who  was  born  May  29,  1845,  in  Polk  county.  She  was  the  second 
white  child  born  in  the  countv  and  the  first  died  in  infancy,  but  she  is  still 
living  and  continues  to  reside  here.  Her  parents,  Peter  and  Rosanna  Newcomer, 
were  natives  of  Maryland  and  Wayne  county,  Indiana,  respectively.  William 
Lamb,  the  maternal  grandfather  of  Mrs.  Mills,  came  from  Wayne  county,  In¬ 
diana,  to  Polk  county,  Iowa,  in  1843,  entering  four  hundred  acres  of  land  on  the 
present  site  of  the  starch  works  and  packing  house  in  Des  Moines.  The  parents 
of  Mrs.  Mills  were  married  in  Fairfield,  Iowa,  and  came  to  this  county  in 
t843>  Peter  Newcomer  securing  a  permit  from  the  government  and  settling  on 
a  half  section  of  land.  His  natal  year  was  1812  and  he  lived  to  attain  the  age 
of  seventy-nine  years,  passing  away  in  the  state  of  Louisiana.  His  wife,  who 
was  born  in  the  year  1822,  was  called  to  her  final  rest  on  the  3d  of  February, 
1904,  her  demise  occurring  at  Stockton,  California.  Mrs.  Mills  has  a  sister^ 
Catherine,  who  is  the  wife  of  Fred  Hardy  and  makes  her  home  in  Los  Angeles 
California. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mills  became  the  parents  of  five  children:  fames  S.,  born 
June  20,  1863,  married  Ida  Keeling,  by  whom  he  has  one  son,  John  C.,  and  they 
live  on  a  farm  in  this  county.  Cassie,  born  April  25,  1866,  married  Raymond 
Meyers,  who  died  August  12,  1887,  and  their  only  child,  Frank  M.,  died  at  the 
age  of  twenty  years.  Mrs.  Meyers  resides  in  Des  Moines.  Carrie,  born  July  29, 
1869,  married  Francis  Meyers,  of  Des  Moines,  and  they  have  two  children,''  Ula 
and  Ida.  Vinella,  born  July  6,  1871,  is  the  wife  of  William  Bartz,  of  Des 
Moines,  and  they  have  three  children,  Mamie,  Jennie  and  Harry.  Eunice,  born 
December  30,  1875,  is  the  wife  of  W.  Wilkins,  of  Des  Moines. 

In  politics  Mr.  Mills  is  a  republican,  being  a  stanch  supporter  of  the  party 
which  was  the  defense  of  the  Union  during  the  dark  days  of  the  Civil  war. 
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Fraternally  he  is  identified  with  the  Masons,  belonging  to  Lodge  No.  no  and 
Temple  Commandery,  No.  4,  K.  T.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Keokuk 
Tribe  of  Red  Men  and  of  Central  Star  Lodge,  No.  588,  I.  O.  O.  F.  He  like¬ 
wise  belongs  to  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  thus  still  maintaining  pleasant 
relations  with  his  old  war  comrades.  The  period  of  his  residence  in  Polk 
county  now  covers  more  than  six  decades  and  he  enjoys  an  extensive  and  favor¬ 
able  acquaintance  within  its  borders. 


DANIEL  O’DONNELL. 

One  of  the  progressive  and  public-spirited  citizens  of  Grimes  who  has  been 
prominently  identified  with  the  town’s  commercial  development  is  Daniel 
O’Donnell,  the  present  postmaster  and  cashier  of  the  Farmers  Savings  Bank. 
He  was  born  in  East  Des  Moines  on  the  nth  of  March,  1875,  his  parents  being 
Thomas  and  Mary  (Donnelly)  O’Donnell,  natives  of  Ireland.  The  father 
emigrated  to  the  United  States  with  his  parents  when  a  child,  locating  in  Lewiston, 
Illinois,  in  the  public  schools  of  which  town  he  was  educated.  When  old  enough 
to  assume  the  heavier  responsibilities  of  life  he  laid  aside  his  school  books  and 
fitted  himself  to  accept  a  position  as  stationary  engineer.  Coming  to  Polk  county 
in  1868  he  located  in  Des  Moines,  where  he  obtained  a  position  as  engineer  in 
the  Eagle  Iron  Works,  remaining  in  the  employ  of  that  company  until  1880. 
While  identified  with  that  firm,  by  close  economy  and  careful  management  he 
was  able  to  buy  four  hundred  acres  of  land  in  Jefiferson  township,  upon  which 
he  located  after  resigning  his  position.  He  effected  many  improvements  in  his 
homestead  during  his  occupancy  and  had  brought  the  land  to  a  high  state  of 
cultivation  at  the  time  of  his  demise,  on  the  8th  of  November,  1905.  Mrs. 
O’Donnell  still  survives  her  husband  at  the  age  of  sixty-five  years  and  con¬ 
tinues  to  reside  on  the  farm. 

As  he  was  but  two  years  of  age  when  his  parents  removed  to  their  country 
home  Daniel  O’Donnell  obtained  the  greater  portion  of  his  education  in  the 
district  schools  of  Polk  county.  At  the  age  of  sixteen,  however,  he  entered  the 
Iowa  Business  College  at  Des  Moines,  where  he  remained  for  one  year,  while 
later  he  pursued  four  short  courses  in  agriculture  at  the  Iowa  State  College  at 
Ames.  When  he  had  finished  his  school  work  he  returned  to  the  home  farm, 
which  he  has  ever  since  been  operating.  Not  being  the  type  of  man  who  could 
be  content  in  directing  all  his  energies  in  one  channel  after  locating  upon  the 
farm  he  began  investing  in  land  on  speculation  and  at  one  time  owned  thirty-five 
hundred  acres  in  Canada,  LTtah  and  Texas. 

Mr.  O’Donnell  is  a  man  who  succeeds  because  he  is  always  looking  for 
opportunities  and  possesses  the  faculty  of  recognizing  them  when  found.  In 
1906  he  helped  organize  the  Farmers  Savings  Bank  of  Grimes,  with  a  capital  stock 
of  fifteen  thousand  dollars.  At  the  time  of  the  organization  he  was  elected  one 
of  the  directors  and  chairman  of  the  loan  committee,  and  in  1910  he  was  elected 
cashier  and  manager  of  the  land  department,  which  they  conduct  in  connection 
with  their  banking,  being  reelected  to  the  same  offices  on  the  14th  of  January, 
1911.  The  bank  is  located  in  a  very  attractive  and  substantially  constructed 
building,  equipped  with  fire-proof  vaults  and  safes,  while  the  furnishings  are  in 
good  taste  and  well  adapted  to  the  uses  for  which  they  were  designed.  Although 
it  has  been  organized  but  five  years  the  business  discharged  by  this  institution 
has  most  gratifvinglv  exceeded  the  expectations  of  the  stockholders  and  is  con¬ 
stantly  increasing.  Among  its  depositors  are  to  be  found  some  of  the  most  suc¬ 
cessful  and  affluent  agriculturists  and  business  men  in  Webster  and  Jefferson 
townships  and  the  surrounding  territory  as  well  as  Des  Moines  people. 
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In  addition  to  his  agricultural  and  banking  interests  Mr.  O’Donnell  is  a 
stockholder  in  the  Cunningham  Glove  Company  of  Des  Moines  and  a  stockholder 
and  director  of  the  Farmers  Cooperative  Elevator  Company,  which  was  organized 
in  1906.  In  1911  he  was  appointed  general  agent  of  the  Star  Land  Company, 
with  headquarters  in  Des  Moines.  On  the  15th  of  April,  1910,  he  was  appointed 
postmaster,  the  duties  of  which  office  he  continues  to  discharge  despite  his  many 
other  responsibilities.  In  1908  he  served  as  a  member  of  the  grand  jury. 

Fraternally  Mr.  O’Donnell  is  a  member  of  Lodge  No.  479,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  at 
Grimes;  Beaver  Lodge,  No.  235,  Daughters  of  Rebekah ;  and  Lodge  No.  1687, 
Modern  Woodmen  of  America,  and  he  is  also  affiliated  with  Fraternal  Club,  No. 
22,  of  Grimes, €  is  a  charter  member  of  the  Home  Social  Club,  and  a  member  of 
the  Iowa  State  Traveling  Men’s  Association.  It  is  very  largely  due  to  his  per¬ 
sonal.  efforts  that  the  Odd  Fellows  of  Grimes  erected  the  beautiful  two  story 
building  which  they  now  occupy. 

Mr.  O’Donnell  is  the  type  of  successful  man  who  in  advancing  his  private 
interests  never  loses  sight  of  his  duties  as  a  public  citizen  and  has  always  taken 
a  prominent  part  in  the  political  activities  of  his  community.  He  always  gives 
his  support  to  the  candidates  of  the  republican  party,  which  nominated  him  as 
supervisor  on  the  last  county  ticket,  but  he  was  defeated  by  twenty  votes.  His 
religious  faith  conforms  to  that  of  the  Catholic  denomination.  Never  having 
married  Mr.  O’Donnell  continues  to  live  with  his  mother  upon  the  old  home¬ 
stead.  He  is  one  of  the  well  known  and  highly  respected  men  not  only  of 
Webster  township  but  of  Polk  county,  whose  future  if  gauged  by  his  past 
promises  to  be  a  most  prosperous  one. 


BUFFON  S.  WALKER. 

Buffon  S.  Walker,  manager  of  the  South  Des  Moines  Lumber  Company  and 
also  connected  with  the  Clifton  Heights  Land  Company  for  almost  two  decades, 
was  born  in  Fort  Madison,  Iowa,  on  the  29th  of  May,  1857,  his  parents  being 
Dr.  Joel  C.  and  Martha  Maria  (Stewart)  Walker.  The  father,  a  physician  by 
profession,  was  born  in  Ohio,  February  14,  1812,  and  the  mother’s  birth  occurred 
at  Florissant,  Missouri,  on  the  20th  of  January,  1820.  Six  generations  of  the 
Walker  family  have  lived  at  Fort  Madison,  Iowa,  Ebenezer  Davenport  Ayres, 
the  great-grandfather  of  our  subject,  locating  there  in  1834.  Joel  Walker  was 
born  in  Vermont  and  was  a  participant  in  the  Revolutionary  war.  The  paternal 
grandfather  of  Buffon  S.  Walker  was  born  in  1765  in  Rockbridge  county,  Virginia, 
within  six  miles  of  the  Natural  Bridge.  The  maternal  grandfather,  Dr.  Abraham 
Stewart,  a  native  of  Vermont  and  an  officer  of  the  regular  army,  participated 
in  the  war  of  1812  as  a  surgeon.  His  wife,  Emily  Ayres,  was  born  in  the  stockade 
at  Fort  Harmer,  now  Marietta,  Ohio,  in  1795,  and  was  present  at  St.  Louis  at 
the  time  of  the  surrender  of  the  territory  by  the  Louisiana  purchase  in  1805  and 
witnessed  the  lowering  of  the  Spanish  flag.  Unto  Dr.  Joel  C.  Walker  and  his 
wife  were  born  six  children,  three  of  whom  are  yet  living:  Emily,  the  widow 
of  the  Rev.  George  D.  Stewart,  D.  D.,  of  Fort  Madison,  Iowa;  Margaret  A., 
also  a  resident  of  Fort  Madison;  and  Buffon  S.  There  is  a  history  of  the 
Walker  family  extant  compiled  by  Mrs.  J.  B.  White,  of  Kansas  City,  Missouri, 
who  is  a  relative  of  our  subject. 

Buffon  S.  Walker  attended  the  common  schools  of  Fort  Madison  and  the 
Omaha  high  school,  from  which  he  was  graduated  with  the  class  of  1875.  Sub¬ 
sequently  he  took  up  the  study  of  law  at  the  University  of  Michigan  and  was 
graduated  with  the  class  of  1881,  winning  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Law.  His 
first  work  was  with  an  engineering  corps  in  the  construction  of  the  Fort  Madison 
&  Northwestern  Railroad,  he  being  thus  employed  for  about  three  years.  On 
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the  expiration  of  that  period,  in  1881,  he  came  to  Des  Moines  and  for  a  time 
was  associated  with  his  uncle,  Joseph  B.  Stewart,  in  the  real-estate  business, 
while  subsequently  he  spent  eleven  years  with  the  firm  of  Percival  &  Hatton. 
In  1892  he  became  connected  with  the  Clifton  Heights  Land  Company  and  has 
been  identified  therewith  continuously  since.  He  is  likewise  the  manager  of  the 
South  Des  Moines  Lumber  Company.  His  various  undertakings  have  been 
attended  with  a  gratifying  measure  of  prosperity  and  he  is  widely  recognized 
as  one  of  the  substantial  and  representative  business  men  of  Des  Moines. 

On  the  28th  of  October,  1886,  Mr.  Walker  was  married  to  Miss  Mary  E. 
Young,  who  was  born  at  Pekin,  Illinois,  November  6,  1859,  and  is  a  daughter 
of  Henry  and  Lucy  J.  (Ingalls)  Young.  Her  father  was  a  son  of  Moses  Young, 
captain  of  a  Mississippi  steamboat  in  the  early  days.  About  1836  he  removed 
from  Belchertown,  Massachusetts,  to  Tazewell  county,  Illinois,  with  his  family. 
On  attaining  his  majority  Henry  Young  turned  his  attention  to  merchandising, 
conducting  a  general  store  in  Pekin,  Illinois,  until  1877,  when  he  came  to  Des 
Moines,  where  he  engaged  in  the  grocery  business  for  about  ten  years,  and  then 
retired.  His  death  occurred  in  1907.  His  wife  was  a  representative  of  an  old 
Vermont  family,  the  ancestral  home  being  at  Rochester,  Vermont.  The  Ingalls 
family  is  a  large  one  and  has  numbered  among  its  members  several  who  have 
become  prominent  in  public  life,  including  Senator  John  J.  Ingalls.  The  imme¬ 
diate  family  of  Lucy  J.  Ingalls  removed  from  Vermont  to  Tazewell  county, 
Illinois,  in  the  late  '30s,  John  Ingalls,  the  grandfather  of  Mrs.  Walker,  settling 
there  about  1839.  Her  mother  was  born  at  Tremont,  Illinois,  April  28,  1840, 
and  by  her  marriage  to  Henry  Young  had  a  family  of  three  children:  Mary  E., 
now  Mrs.  Walker;  Frank  E.,  living  in  Centerville,  Iowa;  and  Catherine,  the 
wife  of  Leland  Windsor,  of  Des  Moines.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Walker  was  born 
a  son,  Stewart  Young  Walker,  whose  birth  occurred  December  6,  1888,  and  who 
passed  away  April  18,  1902. 

In  his  political  views  Mr.  Walker  is  a  republican,  while  in  religious  faith  he 
is  a  Presbyterian.  He  was  a  member  of  the  various  committees  of  the  Greater 
Des  Moines  plan,  serving  while  the  plan  was  in  its  formative  period  and  until 
the  passing  of  the  final  legislation.  He  is  now  president  of  the  Auditorium  Com¬ 
pany  and  a  member  of  the  Smoke  Abatement  Commission  of  Des  Moines,  a 
committee  appointed  by  Mayor  Hanna  in  1911  to  do  away  with  the  bad  effects 
of  smoke  in  Des  Moines.  If  successful  this  will  be  a  matter  of  great  benefit. 
Up  to  the  adoption  of  the  Des  Moines  plan  Mr.  Walker  was  a  member  of  the 
board  of  trustees  of  the  Des  Moines  free  public  library.  He  was  also  president 
of  the  Commercial  Club  for  two  terms  and  a  member  of  the  board  of  directors 
for  many  years.  He  is  now  a  member  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  Road¬ 
side  Settlement  and  assisted  in  raising  the  funds  for  the  erection  of  the  build¬ 
ings  and  the  maintenance  of  the  work. 


STEPHEN  D.  CUNNINGHAM. 

Among  the  younger  agriculturists  of  Polk  county  whose  efforts  are  being 
rewarded  with  success  mention  must  be  made  of  Stephen  D.  Cunningham,  who 
was  born  on  the  farm  where  he  now  resides  in  Jefferson  township  on  the  7th  of 
April,  1884.  His  parents  are  Douglas  and  Anna  (Andrews)  Cunningham,  the 
former  a  native  of  Indiana  and  the  latter  of  Jefferson  township,  this  county. 
The  father  came  to  Iowa  from  Indiana,  where  he  had  been  farming,  in  1880 
and  two  years  thereafter  he  purchased  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land 
in  Jefferson  township.  After  cultivating  this  for  a  year  he  disposed  of  it  and 
bought  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres  in  the  northern  part  of  the  township. 
He  operated  that  until  his  retirement  at  the  age  of  fifty-two  years  to  Granger, 
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Dallas  county,  where  he  and  his  wife,  who  is  now  forty-eight  years  old,  con¬ 
tinue  to  reside. 

Practically  the  entire  life  of  Stephen  D.  Cunningham  has  been  spent  upon 
the  homestead  where  he  now  resides,  his  preliminary  education  being  acquired 
in  the  district  schools.  Later  he  pursued  a  course  at  Drake  University  and  after 
the  completion  of  his  education  he  went  to  Stanley  county,  South  Dakota,  where 
he  filed  upon  a  claim,  there  residing  for  one  year.  Returning  to  Polk  county 
at  the  end  of  that  time  he  worked  for  his  father  until  his  marriage,  at  which 
time  he  rented  the  homestead  which  he  has  ever  since  been  operating. 

On  the  22d  of  October,  1907,  Mr.  Cunningham  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Essie  J.  Harvey,  a  daughter  of  Samuel  S.  and  Anna  (Channon)  Harvey,  natives 
of  Polk  county,  Iowa,  and  Ohio  respectively.  The  parents  reside  upon  a  farm  in 
Jefferson  township,  in  the  cultivation  of  which  the  father,  who  has  always  been 
identified  with  agricultural  pursuits,  is  engaged.  Two  children  have  been  born 
to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cunningham:  Fay,  Marie,  and  Verr  Leon. 

Mr.  Cunningham  always  casts  his  ballot  in  support  of  the  candidates  of  the 
democratic  party,  and  fraternally  he  is  identified  with  the  Masonic  fraternity. 
His  wife  holds  membership  in  the  Christian  church  and  both  are  highly  regarded 
in  the  community  where  they  reside  and  have  many  friends. 


THOMAS  L.  ALLEN. 

For  fifty  years  Thomas  L.  Allen  has  been  a  resident  of  the  state  of  Iowa, 
during  which  period  he  has  witnessed  a  remarkable  transformation  and  has 
passed  through  many  vicissitudes  that  would  have  overcome  a  less  resolute 
spirit  than  the  one  he  possesses.  He  is  a  native  of  Athens  county,  Ohio,  born  Sep¬ 
tember  8,  1847,  and  is  a  son  of  Dr.  William  C.  and  Lura  O’Dell,  the  latter  of 
whom  was  born  in  New  York  state  in  1816.  The  father,  who  was  born  in 
Pennsylvania  in  1812,  was  a  farmer  and  a  physician,  carrying  on  his  excursions 
through  the  woods  a  hoe  and  an  axe,  thus  providing  himself  with  roots  and 
herbs,  which  he  used  in  the  practice  of  his  profession.  Dr.  Allen  was  a  remark¬ 
able  man  in  several  respects,  possessing  a  philanthropic  and  generous  disposi¬ 
tion  which  found  outlet  in .  numberless  acts  of  helpfulness  for  others.  His 
religion  was  “to  live  and  let  live,”  and  during  the  drought  and  grasshopper  years, 
which  sorely  afflicted  Kansas  and  some  other  parts  of  the  west,  he  was  especially 
useful  in  assisting  destitute  families  with  provisions  and  clothing  as  they  were 
fleeing  from  the  stricken  region.  He  settled  in  Iowa  in  1861  and  for  twenty-six 
years  was  an  honored  resident  of  this  state,  being  called  to  his  reward  in  1887. 
His  wife  passed  away  in  1891.  There  were  ten  children  in  their  family,  namely: 
Nancy  Ann,  now  the  wife  of  John  Collins  of  Hamilton,  Iowa;  Delilah,  who 
married  John  A.  Ferguson  and  died  leaving  five  children;  Laura  Jane,  now  Mrs. 
John  Stilwell,  of  Des  Moines ;  Samuel  O.,  who  is  married  and  also  lives  in 
Des  Moines;  William  H.,  of  Knoxville,  Iowa;  Thomas  L. ;  Harriet  S.,  the  wife 
of  William  H.  Stoops,  of  Washougal,  Washington;  Cyrus  G.,  deceased;  John 

R.,  of  Minnesota;  and  Lura  S.,  wife  of  Pierce  Purdue  of  Los  Angeles,  Cali¬ 
fornia. 

Thomas  L.  Allen  received  his  early  education  in  a  log  schoolhouse  in  his 
native  county  which  he  remembers  was  built  without  the  use  of  nails  and  was 
provided  with  a  clapboard  roof,  slab  seats,  and  a  puncheon  floor.  At  the  age  of 
fourteen  years  he  came  with  his  parents  to  Iowa  and  at  once  set  to  work  to 
perform  his  part  in  the  support  of  the  large  family.  His  first  employment,  which 
continued  for  three  years  during  the  plowing  season,  was  in  driving  seven  yoke 
of  oxen  attached  to  a  plow  breaking  the  virgin  prairie.  He  next  engaged  as 
stage  driver  for  one  year  on  the  route  between  Sigourney  and  Council  Bluffs. 
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One  of  the  old  stages  on  which  he  held  the  lines  is  now  to  be  seen  in  the  His¬ 
torical  building  in  Des  Moines.  In  1867  he  returned  to  farming  and  later  operated 
sawmills  and  threshing  machines,  coming  to  Des  Moines  in  1889,  where  he  be¬ 
came  a  constable  under  administration  of  the  republican  party,  holding  the 
position  for  six  years.  Those  were  troublesome  times  for  officers  of  the  law, 
the  prohibition  statute  then  being  in  force,  and  it  is  highly  to  the  credit  of  Mr.. 
Allen  to  say  that  his  record  during  the  entire  period  of  his  service  was  absolutely 
clear  although  many  of  the  officers  were  indicted  by  the  grand  jury  and  some 
of  them  were  sent  to  the  penitentiary.  After  retiring  from  the  office  of  con¬ 
stable  he  was  made  deputy  sheriff  under  Joe  MeGarraugh  and  filled  this  position 
most  creditably  for  two  years.  Finding  himself  once  more  a  private  citizen,  he 
took  up  the  carpenter’s  trade,  in  which  he  engaged  until  1906,  when  ill  health 
compelled  him  to  seek  less  arduous  employment.  In  1908  he  embarked  in  the 
real-estate  business,  handling  city  and  farm  properties  and  western,  northwest¬ 
ern  and  southern  lands. 

On  July  21,  1867,  Mr.  Allen  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Angeline  Cleve¬ 
land,  born  near  Madison,  Wisconsin,  January  18,  1849.  She  is  a  daughter  of 
George  W.  Cleveland,  a  farmer  and  well  known  minister  of  the  gospel.  Nine 
children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Allen,  five  of  whom  are  now  living: 
Clara  M.,  now  the  wife  of  Elmer  O.  Lee,  of  Des  Moines;  William  A.,  who 
married  Letta  Herring  and  has  been  upon  the  Des  Moines  police  force  since 
1900;  John  V.,  of  Luther,  Iowa,  who  married  Etta  Proudfoot  and  is  a  barber, 
manager  of  the  telephone  exchange  and  the  owner  of  a  confectionery,  notions 
and  jewelry  store  at  Luther,  Iowa;  Myrtle,  the  wife  of  Harvey  Marshall,  walk¬ 
ing  delegate  and  secretary  of  the  Barbers  Union  of  Des  Moines;  and  Thomas  A., 
traveling  salesman  for  the  George  M.  King  Lightning  Rod  Company. 

Mr.  Allen  gives  his  allegiance  to  the  republican  party  and  in  religious  belief 
is  a  Spiritualist.  He  is  a  man  of  determined  character,  as  was  indicated  early 
in  his  career.  Four  times  he  enlisted  in  the  Union  army  and  was  sworn  into 
service  in  each  instance,  but  his  father  interfered  with  the  son’s  plans  and 
insisted  upon  his  release,  taking  him  home.  A  brother,  William  H.  Allen,  was 
more  successful  in  his  military  aspirations,  serving  through  the  entire  war  in  the 
Seventeenth  Iowa  Infantry.  He  was  incarcerated  for  seven  months  in  Ander- 
sonville  prison. 

Mr.  Allen  is  now  sixty-four  years  of  age  and  in  the  evening  of  life  looks  back 
on  a  long  career  which  has  been  brightened  by  many  happy  hours.  He-  has  bravely 
performed  his  part  in  the  great  drama  and  is  respected  by  a  large  circle  of 
friends  and  acquaintances  in  Polk  county  and  Iowa. 


CAPTAIN  JAMES  SAMUEL  CLARK. 

Captain  James  Samuel  Clark  is  a  veteran  of  the  Civil  war,  who  enjoys  the 
distinction  of  having  fought  in  the  first  and  the  last  battles  of  that  great  con¬ 
flict  as  well  as  in  many  of  the  intermediate  contests  which  contributed  to  the 
ultimate  success  of  the  Union  arms.  In  business  life  he  has  made  a  creditable 
record  as  a  lawyer  and  in  insurance  circles  is  now  well  known,  being  vice  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Fidelity  Insurance  Company. 

His  birth  occurred  in  Johnson  county,  Indiana,  October  17,  1841,  his  par¬ 
ents  being  Archibald  Glenn  and  Susan  (Alexander)  Clark,  the  former  of  Irish 
and  the  latter  of  Scotch  descent.  Both  were  natives  of  Kentucky,  the  father 
being  born  April  8,  1800,  and  the  mother  February  1,  1805.  Our  subject’s 
paternal  grandparents  were  Alexander  and  Sarah  (Glenn)  Clark,  also  natives 
of  the  Blue  Grass  state,  but  his  great-grandparents,  Archibald  and  Sarah 
(Ferguson)  Glenn,  were  born  in  Ireland.  Captain  Clark’s  maternal  grand- 
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parents  were  William  and  Annis  (Wishard)  Alexander,  the  former  born  in 
North  Carolina  in  1770  and  the  latter  in  Pennsylvania,  December  25,  1775. 
Annis  Wishard  was  a  daughter  of  William  and  Susan  (Little)  Wishard,  both 
of  whom  were  natives  of  Scotland.  William  Wishard  was  born  in  1750  and 
on  coming  to  the  new  world  settled  in  Pennsylvania.  He  became  a  member  of 
Washington’s  army  during  the  Revolutionary  war  and  fought  in  the  battle  of 
Brandywine,  Delaware,  to  which  place  he  had  previously  removed.  His  father 
was  George  Wishard,  a  Scotch  dissenter  who  was  burned  at  the  stake  for 
heresy.  His  family  afterward  fled  from  Scotland  to  County  Tyrone,  Ireland, 
and  later  to  Pennsylvania. 

It  was  in  1825  that  the  parents  of  our  subject  crossed  the  Ohio,  river  into 
Indiana,  where  he  was  reared  upon  a  farm,  and  while  spending  his  boyhood 
days  under  the  parental  roof  Captain  James  S.  Clark  pursued  his  education  in 
the  country  schools  when  not  busy  with  the  work  of.  the  fields.  He  continued 
his  studies  there  until  1855,  when  he  accompanied  his  father  to  Warren  county, 
Iowa,  where  a  farm  was  purchased  and  the  family  home  established.  In  1856  the 
father  died  and  James  S.  Clark,  then  a  youth  of  fifteen  years,  assumed  the 
management  of  the  farm  which  he  carried  on  until  the  death  of  his  mother 
in  1859.  Recognizing  the  value  of  education,  he  decided  then  to  continue  his 
studies  and  for  this  purpose  entered  the  Ohio  Wesleyan  University  at  Mount 
Pleasant. 

He  had  not  long  been  a  student  in  that  institution,  however,  when  the  Civil 
war  broke  out  and  the  call  for  volunteers  was  obeyed.  Hardly  had  the  smoke 
from  rebel  guns  darkened  the  skies  at  Fort  Sumter  when  he  offered  his  aid 
to  the  government,  enlisting  on  the  12th  of  April,  1861,  as  a  member  of  Company 
F  of  the  First  Iowa  Infantry.  His  first  term  of  enlistment  was  for  three 
months.  He  continued  with  that  command,  however,  until  August,  1862,  when 
he  enlisted  in  the  Thirty-fourth  Iowa  Infantry  and  was  made  second  lieutenant 
of  Company  C.  He  was  with  that  regiment  through  seventeen  battles  and 
sieges  or  until  mustered  out  with  the  rank  of  captain  on  the  15th  of  August, 
1865.  He  was  ever  a  brave  and  loyal  soldier,  fearlessly  facing  the  enemy  in 
defense  of  the  Union  cause,  and  the  record  which  he  made  upon  southern 
battlefields  is  one  of  which  he  has  every  reason  to  be  proud. 

Soon  after  his  return  home  Captain  Clark  reentered  the  Ohio  Wesleyan 
University  and  was  graduated  in  1868.  In  the  meantime  he  had  determined 
to  make  the  practice  of  law  his  life  work  and  to  this  end  became  a  student 
in  the  law  department  of  the  Iowa  State  University  at  Iowa  City,  from  which 
he  was  graduated  in  1869  with  the  valedictorian  honors  of  the  class.  He  was 
then  appointed  United  States  deputy  marshal,  in  which  position  he  continued 
until  1870,  when  he  formed  a  partnership  with  W.  S.  Harbert  in  the  practice 
of  law.  They  worked  together  until  1876,  when  the  business  association  be¬ 
tween  them  was  discontinued  and  Captain  Clark  was  joined  by  William  Connor 
as  junior  partner  in  the  firm  of  Clark  &  Connor.  For  a  long  period  Captain 
Clark  remained  an  active  member  of  the  Iowa  bar  and  proved  his  ability  to 
successfully  cope  with  intricate  problems  of  jurisprudence  in  the  careful  and 
systematic  manner  in  which  he  presented  his  cause,  winning  many  verdicts 
thereby.  The  partial  loss  of  his  voice  caused  him  to  discontinue  the  practice  of 
law  and  in  the  meantime  he  had  acquired  an  interest  in  the  Anchor  Fire  In¬ 
surance  Company  and  is  now  known  as  one  of  the  prominent  representatives 
of  insurance  interests  in  this  city.  At  different  times  the  degrees  of  Bachelor  of 
Arts,  Master  of  Arts  and  Bachelor  of  Laws  have  been  conferred  upon  him, 
and  in  his  college  days  he  became  a  member  of  the  Beta  Theta  Pi. 

On  the  1 8th  of  October,  1876,  Captain  Clark  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Fannie  Page,  of  Iowa  City,  and  to  them  were  born  six  children,  three  sons  and 
three  daughters.  Laura  Osgood,  born  May  17,  1880,  married  Professor  J.  R. 
Chittick,  of  Des  Moines,  who  is  state  chemist  under  the  pure  food  law,"  and 
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they  have  one  daughter,  Romona.  Egbert  Glenn,  born  March  13,  1882,  mar¬ 
ried  Louise  Miles,  of  Grinnell,  Iowa.  Page,  born  July  13,  1884,  died  at  the 
age  of  twelve  years.  Helen  M.,  born  April  19,  1886,  is  a  teacher  in  the  Will¬ 
iam  Vashti  College.  Mabel  and  Morton,  twins,  were  born  August  16,  1888, 
and  are  still  at  home.  The  family  residence  is  at  No.  3500  Eleventh  street, 
and  the  home  is  the  abode  of  a  warm-hearted  hospitality. 

In  his  political  views  Mr.  Clark  is  a  republican  and  to  the  party  he  gives 
stalwart  support,  being  unfaltering  in  his  advocacy  of  its  candidates  and  its 
measures.  He  is  a  prominent  member  of  the  Iowa  Commandery  of  the  Loyal 
Legion  and  also  of  Crocker  Post,  G.  A.  R.  He  holds  membership  in  the  First 
Plymouth  Congregational  church,  of  which  he  has  been  treasurer,  and  for  many 
years  he  has  been  an  active  member  of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association, 
in  which  he  served  as  president  for  a  long  period.  He  is  deeply  interested  in 
all  that  has  to  do  with  the  moral  progress  of  the  community  and  his  influence 
has  always  been  a  potent  factor  in  behalf  of  justice,  truth  and  right. 


WILLIAM  FENTON  MORGAN. 

The  general  grain  brokerage  business  has  an  able  representative  in  Des  Moines 
in  William  Fenton  Morgan,  who  has  maintained  offices  here  for  the  past  sev¬ 
enteen  years.  He  was  born  on  the  homestead  in  Muskingum  county,  Ohio,  on 
the  3d  of  November,  1858,  his  parents  being  Thomas  Williams  and  Martha 
Virginia  (Anderson)  Morgan.  The  father,  who  was  bom  in  1829  and  was  of 
Welsh  ancestry,  always  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits.  The  mother  was  a 
native  of  Virginia,  her  birth  occurring  in  1835.  Thomas  W.  Morgan’s  maternal 
grandfather,  Captain  Williams,  served  under  Commodore  Perry  in  the  Lake 
Erie  campaign  in  the  war  of  1812.  Our  subject  is  one  of  a  family  of  seven  chil¬ 
dren,  only  three  of  whom  are  now  living,  the  others  being:  Dosie,  the  wife  of 
S.  L.  Rutledge,  a  high-school  teacher  of  Zanesville,  Ohio,  and  Robert  Scott, 
who  is  a  farmer  of  Muskingum  county. 

Being  reared  at  home  William  Fenton  Morgan  acquired  his  education  in  the 
common  schools  of  his  native  county,  spending  his  vacations  and  such  time  as 
he  could  spare  from  his  studies  in  assisting  his  father  in  the  cultivation  of  the 
farm.  Early  deciding  that  he  preferred  a  commercial  to  an  agricultural  career, 
he  left  the  parental  roof  after  attaining  his  majority  and  located  in  Indianapolis. 
In  1880  he  first  engaged  in  the  grain  business,  entering  the  employ  of  Bennett, 
Moore  &  Company,  working  in  their  elevator  until  1886.  He  then  went  to  Buf¬ 
falo,  New  York,  for  the  same  house  and  remained  until  1889.  Going  to  Chicago 
in  that  year  he  accepted  a  position  on  the  road  for  the  Calumet  Grain  &  Elevator 
Company,  traveling  through  the  grain  states  of  the  west  for  this  firm  for 
four  years.  In  1893  he  went  to  Davenport,  where  he  remained  for  one  year,  at 
the  end  of  which  period  he  located  in  Des  Moines,  where  he  established  a  general 
grain  brokerage  business  as  the  state  representative  for  the  well  known  firms  of 
J.  C.  Shaffer  &  Company,  Chicago ;  T.  A.  Brier  &  Company,  Peoria ;  Halliday 
Elevator  Company,  Cairo;  W.  M.  Bell  &  Company,  Milwaukee;  E.  E.  Delp 
Grain  Company,  Philadelphia;  Langenberg  Brothers  Company,  St.  Louis;  Clin¬ 
ton  Sugar  Refining  Company,  Clinton;  Iowa  Grain  &  Milling  Company,  Nash¬ 
ville  ;  Hartfield  &  Cook,  Memphis ;  Thomas  Johnson  Company,  Baltimore ;  and 
Henderson  Elevator  Company,  Henderson,  Kentucky.  Mr.  Morgan  does  a  cash 
grain  business,  representing  all  of  the  best  grain  markets  of  the  country. 

On  the  nth  of  December,  1879,  Mr.  Morgan  was  married  to  Mary  Virginia 
Brandon,  of  Muskingum  county,  Ohio.  Three  children  were  born  of  this  union, 
two  sons,  both  of  whom  died,  and  one  daughter,  Grace  Helen,  now  the  wife  of 
Joseph  Graf,  of  Chicago.  Mr.  Morgan  was  married  on  the  26th  of  January, 
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1898,  to  Miss  Maudie  L.  Burton,  a  daughter  of  John  Burton,  one  of  the  pioneer 
settlers  of  Iowa,  who  located  in  Mahaska  county  in  1854  and  was  for  many 
years  prominently  identified  with  the  political  life  of  the  community,  having  at 
one  time  served  as  county  commissioner,  besides  holding  various  other  po¬ 
sitions  of  trust.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Morgan  have  a  very  pleasant  country  home  nine 
miles  north  of  Des  Moines  on  the  Perry  Woodward  line.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  Benevolent  Protective  Order  of  Elks  and  gives  his  political  support  to  the 
republican  party. 


GUS  WILLIAM  THORNVALL. 

The  late  Gus  William  Thornvall,  one  of  the  successful  farmers  of  Elkhart 
township,  where  he  owned  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land,  was  born  in 
Sweden  in  June,  1856,  and  was  a  son  of  Ole  and  Mary  Thornvall.  The  parents 
spent  their  entire  lives  in  the  old  country,  where  the  father  engaged  in  agricul¬ 
tural  pursuits  until  his  demise  in  1884.  The  mother  survived  him  until  1891. 

The  boyhood  and  youth  of  Gus  William  Thornvall  were  spent  on  his  father's 
farm  in  the  Norseland,  his  education  being  obtained  in  the  common  schools. 
At  the  age  of  twenty-three  years  he  decided  that  he  would  become  a  citizen  of 
the  United  States.  Upon  his  arrival  in  this  country  he  came  directly  to  Polk 
county,  Iowa,  first  settling  in  Des  Moines.  For  a  time  he  worked  in  the  mill  at 
Ankeny,  following  which  he  managed  Mr.  Ankeny’s  farm  for  six  years.  Dur¬ 
ing  this  time  he  accumulated  sufficient  capital  to  enable  him  to  buy  eighty  acres 
of  land,  which  he  immediately  began  to  improve.  He  met  with  such  success  in 
the  cultivation  of  this  that  he  was  later  able  to  purchase  another  eighty  acres. 
Here  he  engaged  in  general  farming  and  stock-raising,  devoting  his  entire  time 
and  attention  to  the  work  of  his  farm  until  his  demise  in  July,  1902. 

In  November,  1884,  Mr.  Thornvall  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Anna 
Carlson,  a  daughter  of  Carl  and  Bertha  (Anderson)  Carlson,  natives  of  Sweden. 
Her  father  was  a  farmer  in  the  old  country  and  there  he  passed  away  in  1890. 
Her  mother  is  now  eighty-six  yers  of  age  and  continues  to  make  her  home  in  her 
native  land.  To  Mr.  and  Airs.  Thornvall  were  born  six  children*  Gertrude,  who 
is  twenty-three  years  of  age  and  is  now  attending  Highland  Park  College;  and 
Henry  and  Harold,  twins,  who  are  twenty-two;  Esther,  aged  twenty;  Emma 
eighteen;  and  Wilbur,  who  is  fifteen. 

The  family  affiliate  with  the  United  Evangelical  church,  in  which  Mr.  Thorn¬ 
vall  also  held  membership,  while  his  political  support  he  gave  to  the  republican 
party  and  at  one  time  served  as  road  supervisor  in  Elkhart  township.  Since  the 
death  of  her  husband,  nine  years  ago,  Mrs.  Thornvall  has  continued  to  operate 
t  e  home  farm  with  the  assistance  of  her  son^.  She  has  made  many  improve¬ 
ments  in  the  property  and  now  owns  one  of  the  most  attractive  and  valuable 
places  in  the  township. 


JAMES  G.  OLMSTED. 

James  G.  Olmsted,  started  out  in  life  empty-handed  at  the  age  of  eighteen 
years,  and  not  only  provided  for  his  own  support  but  aided  in  the  support  of  his 
father  s  family.  Bravely  and  resolutely  he  took  up  the  burdens  that  devolved 
upon  him  and  the  same  spirit  of  self-reliance  and  helpfulness  has  been  character¬ 
istic  of  his  entire  life.  He  has  not  only  sought  his  own  success  but  has  also 
desired  the  welfare  of  others  to  the  extent  of  giving  active,  helpful  and  hearty 

cooperation  to  any  movements  which  have  benefited  the  individual  and  mankind 

in  general. 
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A  native  of  New  York,  James  G.  Olmsted  was  born  in  Le  Roy,  January  25, 
1857.  His  father,  Hamden  Olmsted,  was  also  born  in  Le  Roy,  and  became  a 
prosperous  lumberman  there,  but  financial  reverses  overtook  him  and  in  order 
to  recuperate  his  losses  he  removed  to  the  west,  becoming  a  resident  of  Des 
Moines  in  1875.  Here  his  remaining  days  were  passed,  his  death  occurring  in 
1901,  when  he  had  reached  the  age  of  eigiity-one  years.  His  wife,  who  bore  the 
maiden  name  of  Fannie  Sprague,  was  born  in  Wyoming,  New  York,  and  died  in 
1901,  at  the  age  of  eighty-one  years. 

James  G.  Olmsted  was  a  pupil  in  the  public  schools  of  his  native  town  up 
to  the  time  of  the  removal  of  the  family  to  Des  Moines,  when  he  was  eighteen 
years  of  age.  He  was  then  obliged  to  go  to  work,  for  it  was  necessary  that  he 
aid  in  the  support  of  the  family.  He  was  first  employed  by  the  Rock  Island  Rail¬ 
road  Company,  wheeling  freight  for  one  dollar  and  ten  cents  per  day.  He 
remained  with  the  Rock  Island  Railroad  Company  for  seven  years,  and  on  sever¬ 
ing  his  connections  therewith  was  in  charge  of  the  freight  department.  In  the 
meantime  he  had  been  frugal  and  economical,  saving  his  money,  and  with  the 
capital  thus  gained  determined  to  engage  in  business  on  his  own  account.  He 
therefore  purchased  an  interest  in  a  wholesale  shoe  house,  becoming  connected 
with  W.  B.  Bentley,  under  the  firm  style  of  Bentley  &  Olmsted.  They  began 
business  on  a  small  scale  with  only  one  salesman  on  the  road.  Mr.  Olmsted 
and  Air.  Bentley  also  spending  much  of  their  time  on  the  road  looking  after  the 
business  of  the  house. 

The  firm  of  Bentley  &  Olmsted  prospered  as  the  years  went  on,  the  business 
becoming  one  of  the  important  wholesale  enterprises  of  Des  Moines.  The  part¬ 
nership  continued  uninterruptedly  until  the  death  of  Air.  Bentley  in  1900,  when 
the  business  was  incorporated  under  the  name  of  the  Bentley-Olmsted  Company. 
Air.  Olmsted  has  since  been  president  of  the  company  and  the  chief  executive 
in  control  of  the  splendid  business  which  he  has  done  so  much  to  build  up.  From 
a  modest  beginning  with  one  salesman  the  business  has  steadily  expanded  until 
the  house  is  now  represented  upon  the  road  by  twenty-seven  salesmen,  and  its 
goods  are  sold  in  all  parts  of  the  United  States  with  the  exception  of  New 
England. 

Aside  from  the  fact  that  he  occupies  a  prominent  position  in  commercial 
circles  as  a  wholesale  shoe  merchant,  Air.  Olmsted  is  also  president  of  the  St. 
Charles  Savings  Bank,  is  vice  president  of  the  First  National  Bank  of  Prairie 
City,  Iowa,  and  a  director  of  the  Central  State  Bank  of  Des  Aloines.  He  likewise 
has  other  business  interests  all  of  which  profit  by  his  sound  judgment  and  enter¬ 
prising  spirit. 

While  a  very  busy  man  in  connection  with  his  commercial  interests,  Air.  Olm¬ 
sted  has  found  time  to  work  for  others  and  for  the  benefit  of  the  community  at 
large.  His  interests  have  never  been  selfishly  centered  upon  his  own  success 
and  advancement,  for  along  many  lines  he  has  reached  out  a  helping  hand,  being 
especially  interested  in  individual  and  organized  movements  for  the  benefit  of 
young  men.  For  many  years  he  has  been  closely  identified  with  the  Young  Alen’s 
Christian  Association  work,  and  is  a  charter  member  of  the  local  branch  of  Des 
Aloines,  of  which  he  has  been  president  for  seven  years.  Aloreover  he  is  well 
known  in  state  circles  of  the  organization,  having  for  eleven  years  been  president 
of  the  State  Young  Alen’s  Christian  Association.  He  has  also  been  and  is  now 
president  of  the  library  board  of  Des  Aloines,  and  his  cooperation  can  always 
be  counted  upon  to  further  movements  and  measures  which  have  for  their  object 
the  welfare  and  upbuilding  of  the  community.  He  is  a  member  and  one  of  the 
trustees  of  the  Greenwood  Congregational  church,  is  a  generous  contributor  to 
its  support  and  a  cooperant  factor  in  its  many  activities. 

On  the  28th  of  September,  1884,  Air.  Olmsted  was  married  to  Aliss  Edith 
I.  Bentley,  and  they  have  one  son  Ralph  and  a  daughter  Alice.  They  also  lost  a 
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son  Charles,  who  passed  away  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years.  In  his  political  views 
Mr.  Olmsted  is  a  republican  and  served  one  term  on  the  city  council  as  an  aider- 
man  at  large.  This  office  came  to  him  unsought,  for  he  was  nominated  when 
absent  from  home.  He  is  no  seeker  for  office,  yet  keeps  well  informed  on  the 
questions  and.  issues  of  the  day,  and  his  position  upon  vital  political  questions  is 
never  an  equivocal  one.  His  time  outside  of  business,  however,  is  largely  de¬ 
voted  to  the  Young  Men’s  Christian  Association  and  other  religious  and  chari¬ 
table  work.  He  is  a  genial,  popular  gentleman  who  readily  inspires  confidence 
in  others,  and  who  enjoys  in  unqualified  measure  the  good  will  and  high  regard 
of  all  with  whom  he  comes  in  contact. 


EDWARD  F.  BAILEY. 

Edward  F.  Bailey,  a  prominent  merchant  tailor  of  Des  Moines,  is  perhaps 
one  of  the  best  known  and  counted  one  of  the  most  successful  by  dealers  in 
woolens  throughout  the  country.  He  is  well  known  to  the  trade  from  coast  to 
coast.  His  birth  occurred  in  Jackson,  Michigan,  on  the  18th  of  July,  1855,  his 
parents  being  Alfred  and  Marilla  (Godfrey)  Bailey.  The  mother  passed  away 
when  Edward  was  eighteen  months  old.  The  father  married  a  few  years  later 
and  unto  him  and  his  second  wife  were  born  five  children,  of  whom  one  son 
and  one  daughter  are  yet  living.  The  father  emigrated  from  England  with  his 
parents  in  1830,  being  at  that  time  a  lad  of  seven  years.  On  attaining  his  major¬ 
ity  he  took  up  his  abode  among  the  pioneer  residents  of  Michigan,  becoming 
a  farmer  and  later  a  shoe  merchant. 

Edward  F.  Bailey  obtained  his  education  in  the  public  schools  of  his  native 
town  and  in  1874  secured  a  position  as  clerk  in  the  office  of  the  Central  Car  & 
Manufacturing  Company  of  Jackson,  Michigan,  rising  to  be  the  chief  clerk  and 
remaining  with  them  until  1878.  In  that  year  he  resigned  to  take  a  position  in 
the  office  of  the  general  master  mechanic  of  the  Michigan  Central  Railroad, 
remaining  there  for  two  years,  when  he  was  transferred  in  charge  of  the  same 
company’s  division  office  at  Michigan  City,  Indiana,  and  for  twenty-one  years 
acted  as  chief  clerk  to  the  master  mechanic  of  the  Western  and  Joliet  divisions. 
While  in  Michigan  City,  Mr.  Bailey  with  others  erected  a  theater  building  and 
for  eight  years  served  as  its  manager,  also  owning  the  bill-posting  plant  in  the 
city.'  These  were  operated  by  him  by  permission  of  the  railroad  company.  In 
the  spring  of  1899,  The  Glasgow  Woolen  Mills  Company  of  Chicago,  a  firm 
making  a  specialty  of  made-to-order  clothes  for  men  at  fifteen  dollars,  no  more 
no  less,  called  on  Mr.  Bailey  to  have  some  bill  posting  done  for  them  in  Michigan 
City.  The  subject  of  branch  stores  was  broached,  he  became  interested  and  a 
plan  was  materialized.  In  September,  1899,.  Mr.  Bailey  established  a  “Glasgow” 
store  in  Des  Moines,  having  a  contract  with  the  Chicago  company  permitting  him 
to  use  their  name  and  trade-marks,  and  for  two  years  they  supplied  him  with 
goods.  At  the  end  of  that  time  they  moved  east  from  Chicago.  Mr.  Bailey 
then  began  the  manufacture  of  clothing  on  his  own  account,  establishing  The 
Bailey  Tailoring  Company  as  the  manufacturing  end  of  the  concern  with  head¬ 
quarters  in  Chicago.  After  five  years  he  removed  the  same  to  Des  Moines, 
bringing  twenty-five  families  of  workmen  out  from  Chicago.  At  the  end  of 
three  and  a  half  years,  however,  it  was  found  hard  to  keep  the  more  competent 
workmen  in  this  line  of  business  in  Des  Moines,  they  preferring  to  work  in  the 
larger  cities.  In  July,  1911,  therefore,  the  plant  was  again  returned  to  Chicago 
and  renamed  the  Midwestern  Tailoring  Company,  occupying  some  ten  thousand 
square  feet  of  the  Fraser  building  at  24  to  30  South  Jefferson  street,  Chicago, 
where  a  large  force  of  workmen  are  employed.  Mr.  Bailey  has  won  a  most 
gratifying  measure  of  success  in  the  business  and  has  fifteen  established  stores 
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throughout  Iowa,  Illinois  and  Missouri — all  supplied  with  woolens  and  the  gar¬ 
ments  made  to  order  as  sold,  by  the  Chicago  end  of  the  business.  The  largest 
of  these  stores  is  in  Des  Moines  and  is  considered  by  the  trade  as  the  most  suc¬ 
cessful  “fifteen  dollar”  store  in  the  country,  enjoying  an  unusual  clientage  of 
high  class  trade. 

On  the  20th  of  February,  1879,  Mr.  Bailey  was  married  to  Miss  Clara  May 
Sisson,  a  daughter  of  J.  and  Martha  (Winslow)  Sisson,  of  Blissfield,  Michigan. 
One  child  was  born  to  them,  a  daughter,  Veva  May,  who  died  at  the  age  of  eleven 
years  in  Denver,  Colorado,  while  they  were  there  on  a  pleasure  trip  in  1891. 
Mr.  Bailey  gives  his  political  allegiance  to  the  republican  party  and  belongs  to 
the  Grant  Club.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Congregational  church  and  fraternally 
is  identified  with  the  National  Union,  the  Royal  Arcanum  and  the  Masons,  hav¬ 
ing  attained  the  thirty-second  degree  in  the  last  named.  Courteous  and  genial 
in  manner  and  cordial  and  kindly  in  disposition,  loved  by  his  employes,  admired 
by  his  competitors,  the  circle  of  his  friends  is  almost  coextensive  with  the  circle 
of  his  acquaintance.  He  has  a  beautiful  home  at  No.  3118  Cottage  Grove  avenue, 
considered  by  many  who  have  seen  it  to  be  one  of  the  most  artistic  in  the  city. 


REUBEN  J.  YOUTZ. 

A  well  developed  and  highly  improved  farm  in  Bloomfield  township  is  the 
property  of  Reuben  J.  Youtz,  who  has  spent  much  of  his  life  in  this  section  of 
Polk  county.  He  was  born  in  Stark  county,  Ohio,  November  23,  1834,  a  son  of 
Joshua  and  Esther  (Bosler)  Youtz,  both  natives  of  Pennsylvania.  The  father 
was  a  shoemaker  by  trade,  following  that  pursuit  for  about  thirty-five  years  in 
the  Keystone  state  and  Ohio.  On  removing  to  Ohio,  he  purchased  a  well  im¬ 
proved  farm  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  acres  and  continued  its  further  develop¬ 
ment  and  improvement  throughout  his  remaining  years.  He  became  a  success¬ 
ful  man  and  also  took  an  active  part  in  the  public  life  of  the  community  in  which 
he  lived.  For  a  quarter  of  a  century  he  filled  the  office  of  justice  of  the  peace 
and  throughout  his  career  of  continued  and  far-reaching  usefulness  his  duties 
were  performed  with  the  greatest  care  and  his  business  interests  were  so  man¬ 
aged  as  to  win  for  him  the  confidence  of  the  public  and  the  prosperity  which 
ever  attends  honorable  effort.  He  passed  away  in  the  spring  of  1884,  having 
for  many  years  survived  his  wife,  whose  death  occurred  in  1867. 

Reuben  J.  Youtz  was  reared  in  the  state  of  his  nativity,  and  his  early  educa¬ 
tion,  acquired  in  the  district  schools  of  the  Buckeye  state,  was  later  supplemented 
by  a  course  of  study  in  Greensburg  Seminary,  at  Greensburg,  Ohio.  After  com¬ 
pleting  his  education  he  engaged  in  teaching  for  a  time,  or  until  ill  health  forced 
him  to  abandon  the  profession.  In  the  fall  of  1862  he  enlisted  for  service  in 
the  Civil  war,  becoming  a  member  of  Company  I,  Nineteenth  Ohio  Volunteer 
Infantry,  but  after  a  year  spent  at  the  front  he  returned  home.  In  1864  a  com¬ 
pany,  known  as  the  Home  Guards,  was  formed  and  Mr.  Youtz  was  chosen  cap¬ 
tain  of  the  company,  with  which  he  served  one  year,  when  he  received  an  honor¬ 
able  discharge. 

Upon  his  return  from  the  field  of  battle  in  1864,  Mr.  Youtz  took  up  his  abode 
in  Des  Moines,  there  following  the  carpenter’s  trade  for  a  time,  while  later  he 
gave  his  attention  to  cabinet-making.  However,  believing  that  farm  life  would 
prove  more  congenial  to  him,  he  purchased  one  hundred  and  ten  acres  of  prairie 
land,  situated  in  Bloomfield  township,  Polk  county,  and,  removing  to  this  place, 
at  once  began  to  improve  the  property  and  prepare  it  for  cultivation.  He  oper¬ 
ated  the  same  until  1870,  when  he  disposed  of  it  and  purchased  his  present  farm 
of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres.  He  began  to  develop  and  improve  this  tract  and 
in  course  of  time  had  his  fields  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation.  He  also  erected 
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two  sets  of  farm  buildings  and  the  place  is  now  supplied  with  all  equipments 
necessary  for  the  successful  conduct  of  the  farm.  He  has  been  engaged  in  agri¬ 
cultural  pursuits  to  the  present  time  and  although  he  is  now  in  his  seventy- 
seventh  year  he  is  still  active  in  the  management  of  his  business  affairs  and  is 
enjoying  a  gratifying  measure  of  prosperity.  He  is  a  stockholder  in  the  First 
Valley  Junction  Savings  Bank  and  is  now  serving  as  its  vice  president. 

Mr.  Youtz  has  been  married  twice.  In  i860  he  wedded  Miss  Harriet  Miller, 
a  daughter  of  Emanuel  and  Elizabeth  (Walker)  Miller,  both  of  whom  were  na¬ 
tives  of  Pennsylvania  and  were  farming  people  of  that  state.  Unto  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Youtz  were  born  six  children:  Minnie,  the  wife  of  'W.  H.  Mitchell,  of  Polk 
county;  Louis,  who  is  a  professor  of  chemistry  in  the  University  of  Wisconsin; 
Ella  E.,  the  wife  of  W.  J.  Stratton,  a  minister  of  Indianola,  Iowa ;  Arthur  W., 
who  follows  farming  in  Bloomfield  township ;  Horner,  who  died  in  1892 ;  and 
Chauncey,  who  resides  in  Des  Moines.  The  family  were  called  upon  to  mourn 
the  loss  of  the  wife  and  mother  on  the  226.  of  November,  1885,  and  Mr.  Youtz 
was  again  married  on  the  3d  of  April,  1889,  his  second  union  being  with  Mrs. 
Martha  Badley,  a  daughter  of  Moses  and  Maria  (Whitney)  Hewitt,  who  were 
natives  of  Indiana.  In  an  early  day,  however,  they  came  to  Iowa,  the  father  en¬ 
tering  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land  in  Warren  county  from  the  govern¬ 
ment.  He  continued  to  carry  on  general  agricultural  pursuits  there  until  his 
death,  which  occurred  in  July,  1884.  The  mother  survived  him  for  many  years 
and  passed  away  in  February,  1904.  Of  the  second  marriage  of  Mr.  Youtz  there 
are  two  sons  and  one  daughter,  namely:  Harry  B.,  who  is  in  the  employ  of  H. 
S.  Chase  &  Company  at  Valley  Junction ;  Horace  Fletcher,  who  is  a  high  school 
student  at  Valley  Junction;  and  Harriet,  who  at  the  age  of  twelve  years  is  with 
her  parents. 

While  to  a  great  degree  Mr.  Youtz  advocates  the  principles  and  policy  of  the 
Republican  party,  yet  in  a  measure  he  is  independent  in  his  political  views,  never 
voting  a  straight  ticket  but  rather  voting  for  the  men  whom  he  deems  worthy  of 
his  support.  He  has  always  been  very  active  in  public  affairs  and  has  been  called 
by  his  fellow  townsmen  to  fill  a  number  of  local  offices,  having  served  as  trustee 
of  the  school  board  for  a  long  period,  while  for  many  years  he  has  been  assessor 
of  Bloomfield  township  and  clerk  of  the  township,  being  the  incumbent  in  these 
positions  at  the  present  time.  He  is  accounted  a  man  of  influence  in  the  commu¬ 
nity  in  which  he  has  so  long  made  his  home  and  by  those  whose  good  fortune  it  is 
to  know  him  intimately,  his  companionship,  friendship  and  counsel  are  appre¬ 
ciated  and  helpful.  He  never  turns  aside  from  right  and  duty  but  his  every  day 
life  reflects  the  true  Christian  character,  while  in  his  relations  with  his  fellow- 
men  and  in  his  treatment  of  his  neighbor  he  has  never  lost  sight  of  the  principle 
of  the  Golden  Rule. 


CONRAD  YOUNGERMAN. 

The  history  of  building  operations  in  Des  Moines  would  be  incomplete  were 
there  failure  to  make  mention  of  Conrad  Youngerman  and  the  important  work 
which  he  did  in  connection  with  the  upbuilding  and  improvement  of  this  city. 
F6r  years  he  figured  as  one  of  the  most  prominent  contractors  here  and  at  the 
same  time,  neglectful  of  no  duty  of  citizenship,  aided  in  every  movement  for  the 
good  of  the  city  and  supported  all  projects  for  public  improvement.  He  was 
born  at  Wichdorf,  Germany,  near  the  city  of  Cassel  in  the  province  of  Hesse, 
December  15,  1833,  and  was  a  son  of  Henry  and  Elizabeth  (Sonnenschein) 
Youngerman.  The  father  was  a  contractor  and  builder  who  died  when  his  son 
Conrad  was  but  eight  years  of  age,  and  the  mother  passed  away  in  Des  Moines 
at  the  age  of  eighty-seven  years,  having  accompanied  her  son  here  on  his  return 

Vol.  II— 4  8 


986 


CITY  OF  DES  MOINES  AND  POLK  COUNTY 


from  a  visit  to  Germany  in  1872.  The  parents  were  members  of  the  Lutheran 
church  and  the  father  served  for  several  years  in  the  regular  army.  The  grand¬ 
father,  Heinrich  Youngerman,  was  also  a  contractor  and  builder  and  the  maternal 
grandfather,  Heinrich  Sonnenschein,  followed  the  same  business  and  served  in 
the  army  under  Napoleon.  Thus  Conrad  Youngerman  was,  as  it  were,  “to  the 
manner  born.”  If  heredity  and  environment  have  anything  to  do  with  the  choice 
of  a  life  work  it  was  but  natural  that  he  should  become  a  contractor  and  builder 
as  both  of  his  grandfathers  and  his  father  followed  that  business,  and  in  his 
early  youth  his  interest  was  stimulated  by  the  work  that  his  father  was  doing. 
He  was,  however,  but  a  young  lad  when  Henry  Youngerman  passed  away.  He 
continued  in  school  until  fourteen  years  of  age,  when  he  entered  upon  a  three 
years’  apprenticeship  to  the  stone  cutter’s  trade  and  when  his  term  of  indenture 
was  ended  he  spent  two  and  a  half  years  traveling  as  a  journeyman. 

At  the  end  of  that  time  he  was  drafted  for  military  service  and  was  forced 
to  return  home.  The  life  of  a  soldier,  however,  was  distasteful  to  him  and  this 
led  him  to  think  of  the  United  States.  Accordingly  in  1854  he  sailed  for  America, 
landing  at  New  York,  and  as  he  had  neither  money  nor  tools  he  worked  for  a 
time  in  a  brick  yard  at  Haverstraw  on  the  Hudson.  He  next  made  his  way  to 
Elyria,  Ohio,  where  he  secured  employment  as  a  carpenter  and  builder,  and  while 
there  living  he  was  married.  Having  heard  favorable  reports  of  the  little  city 
of  Des  Moines,  the  young  couple  determined  to  make  it  their  future  home  and 
Mr.  Youngerman  arrived  here  on  the  28th  of  September,  1856.  Soon  afterward 
he  became  identified  with  building  operations,  taking  contracts  for  stone  and 
brick  work  and  for  building  generally.  For  years  he  continued  in  that  field  of 
business  with*much  success  and  many  of  the  earlier  substantial  structures  of  the 
city  are  his  handiwork  as  well  as  those  which  had  been  erected  later.  He  was 
the  builder  of  many  of  the  best  business  blocks,  schoolhouses,  churches  and 
homes  of  Des  Moines.  Among  the  hundreds  of  buildings  which  he  erected  are 
the  Exposition  building,  the  west  and  east  side  schoolhouses,  the  Abour  House, 
the  Masonic  Temple,  the  Perry  block  and  three  bank  buildings.  The  character 
of  his  workmanship,  his  fidelity  to  the  terms  of  a  contract  and  his  unfaltering 
energy  were  all  factors  in  the  success  which  rewarded  him.  He  was  energetic, 
determined  and  possessed  sound  judgment  and  keen  discrimination.  He  could 
always  be  relied  upon  to  live  up  to  any  contract  he  made,  so  that  in  a  few  years 
he  became  recognized  as  one  of  the  successful  business  men  of  this  city  for  his 
building  operations  made  constant  demand  upon  his  time  and  energies  and  brought 
him  substantial  returns.  In  addition  to  building  for  others  he  erected  a  number 
of  stone  and  brick  structures,  mostly  business  blocks,  for  himself  and  these 
brought  him  gratifying  financial  returns.  In  1893  he  tore  down  the  brick  build¬ 
ing  previously  erected  by  him  at  the  corner  of  Fifth  and  Mulberry  streets  and 
at  once  began  building  the  new  and  magnificent  Youngerman  block  which  is  one 
of  the  finest  structures  of  the  city.  It  is  eight  stories  in  height  and  contains  one 
hundred  and  forty  business  offices  and  stores.  It  is  handsome  in  architectural 
design  and  workmanship  and  is  a  credit  to  the  city  as  well  as  a  monument  to 
the  ability  and  enterprise  of  its  builder.  As  he  prospered  in  his  undertaking 
Mr.  Youngerman  extended  his  business  connections  and  became  interested  in 
Des  Moines  and  Polk  county  banks  and  in  other  financial  enterprises. 

On  the  nth  of  September,  1856,  occurred  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Youngerman 
and  Miss  Miene  Stark,  a  daughter  of  Louis  and  Miene  Stark.  They  became 
parents  of  seven  children.  William  A.,  the  eldest,  married  Alice  Longshore  and 
after  her  death  married  Mollie  Lafferty.  .  He  had  two  children.  George  H. 
married  Sophia  Tilton  and  had  four  children.  He  and  his  older  brother  William 
were  both  contractors.  Louis,  the  third  son  of  the  family,  conducted  the  brick 
yard  which  had  been  established  by  his  father  to  the  time  of  his  death,  which 
occurred  in  1898.  Carl  is  an  electrician,  August  is  a  jeweler ;  Frank,  treasurer  and 
general  manager  of  the  Conrad  Youngerman  estate,  was  associated  in  business 
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with  his  father;  and  Minnie,  president  of  the  Conrad  Youngerman  estate,  is  the 
wife  of  Frank  P.  Mattes,  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  Des  Moines  Brewing 

Company. 

The  death  of  Mr.  Youngerman  occurred  in  September,  1901,  when  he  was 
not  quite  sixty-eight  years  of  age.  He  filled  various  local  offices.  He  served 
for  four  years  as  a  member  of  the  city  council  and  made  an  excellent  record  for 
honesty  and  thorough  business  methods  when  in  office.  He  aided  in  all  projects 
and  movements  for  the  benefit  and  unbuilding  of  the  city  and  was  particularly 
interested  in  promoting  its  welfare  along  permanent  lines.  In  fraternal  relations 
he  was  widely  known,  being  a  thirty-second  degree  Mason,  a  member  of  the 
Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias  fraternity. 
He  died  in  September,  1901,  and  thus  was  closed  a  record  that  has  permanent 
value  for  Des  Moines.  For  many  years  he  occupied  a  central  place  on  the  stage 
of  action  here  and  his  labors  were  attended  by  direct  and  beneficial  results  which 
were  tangible  elements  for  good  in  the  improvement  and  upbuilding  of  the 
community.  His  ability  placed  him  far  beyond  the  point  of  mediocrity  with  the 
men  who  ranked  as  the  leading  citizens  during  the  latter  half  of  the  nineteenth 
century. 


CHARLES  HENRY  GOOD. 

In  the  evening  of  a  long  and  useful  life  Charles  Henry  Good  reviews  a  period 
of  more  than  sixty  years  which  has  passed  since  he  came  to  Polk  county,  during 
which  time  this  section  has  become  one  of  the  most  fertile  and  productive  parts 
of  the  state.  He  was  born  at  Logan,  Hocking  county,  Ohio,  July  23,  1839,  and 
has  now  reached  the  age  of  seventy-two  years.  His  parents,  Charles  and  Sallie 
(Geil)  Good,  were  also  natives  of  the  Buckeye  state.  The  father  came  west  in 
1850  and  settled  at  Des  Moines  on  the  2d  of  May  of  that  year,  when  it  was  a 
small  village.  He  entered  the  mercantile  business,  in  which  he  continued  very 
successfully  until  1865,  when  he  sold  out  and  retired  from  active  participation 
in  afifairs.  In  1880  he  erected  the  Good  block  at  the  corner  of  Fifth  and  Walnut 
streets,  which  is  still  recognized  as  one  of  the  important  properties  in  the  city. 
He  was  a  blacksmith  by  trade  but  never  worked  at  his  trade  after  he  came  to 
Iowa.  He  died  in  Des  Moines,  March  27,  1898,  his  wife  having  been  called 
away  many  years  previously,  on  October  14,  1847. 

Charles  Henry  Good  began  his  early  education  in  the  public  schools  of  Ohio 
and  was  eleven  years  of  age  when  he  came  to  this  state.  He  attended  the  public 
schools  of  Des  Moines  and  also  a  commercial  college  in  Cleveland,  Ohio.  He 
continued  with  his  father  until  twenty-five  years  of  age  and  was  connected  with 
his  store  for  several  years.  Subsequently  he  had  charge  of  a  farm  which  be¬ 
longed  to  his  father  and  later  began  raising  fruit  on  a  small  farm  located  at 
what  is  now  Fourteenth  street  and  University  avenue.  He  was  in  this  business 
five  years  and  then  bought  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  in  Walnut  township, 
which  had  previously  been  improved  with  the  exception  of  a  residence  which 
he  erected.  Here  he  has  since  made  his  home.  In  1894  a  division  was  made 
of  his  father’s  estate  and  he  has  since  devoted  most  of  his  time  to  his  city  prop¬ 
erty.  He  owns  a  third  interest  in  the  Good  block  and  is  also  the  owner  of  ninety 
acres  of  productive  land  in  Dallas  county,  Iowa.  He  was  formerly  a  stock¬ 
holder  in  the  First  Valley  Junction  Savings  Bank  but  disposed  of  his  stock  in 
July,  1910. 

On  the  21st  of  February,  1864,  Mr.  Good  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Adeline  M.  Thornberry,  a  daughter  of  G.  J.  and  Nancy  (Melton)  Thornberry, 
natives  of  Indiana  and  Kentucky  respectively.  It  was  in  1853  that  Mr.  Thorn¬ 
berry  came  to  Iowa  and  located  in  Appanoose  county,  where  he  engaged  in 
farming  throughout  the  remainder  of  his  life.  His  wife  died  in  February,  1869. 
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Lnto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Good  were  born  six  children.  William  E.  married  Anna  M. 
Hines,  of  Polk  county,  and  is  now  a  resident  of  Oregon  City,  Oregon.  Ida 
Elizabeth,  born  June  12,  1867,  died  September  5,  1868.  Samuel  James,  born 
May  1 7,  1870,  died  November  26,  1876.  Ernest  Francis,  now  a  farmer  of  Dallas 
county,  Iowa,  married  Mabel  Vesta  Bishard,  of  this  county,  and  they  have  three 
children:  Merl  Carlton,  born  March  12,  1900;  Doris  Ramona,  born  October  3, 
1903;  and  Beatrice  Lurene,  born  August  30,  1905.  Minnie  May,  born  January 
30,  1878,  died  August  28,  1882.  Clarence  T.,  a  farmer  of  Walnut  township, 
married  Edna  Belle  Brown,  and  has  two  daughters :  Vivian  Gladys,  born  Sep¬ 
tember  20,  1909;  and  Frances  Elizabeth,  born  July  2,  1911. 

Politically  Mr.  Good  is  not  identified  with  any  party  organization,  preferring 
to  vote  independently.  Although  not  a  member  of  any  church,  he  and  his  wife 
are  friendly  towards  all.  He  is  a  man  of  kindly  disposition,  who  has  always 
been  actuated  by  a  desire  to  perform  his  duty,  and  has  never  attempted  to  advance 
his  own  interest  to  the  detriment  of  his  fellowmen.  As  a  pioneer  of  Polk  county 

and  one  of  its  highly  esteemed  citizens  he  deserves  honorable  mention  in  this 
work. 


WALTER  FRICK. 

In  the  list  of  enterprising  and  progressive  agriculturists  who  have  so  ma¬ 
terially  assisted  by  their  loyal  citizenship  and  public  spirit  in  the  development 
of  Iowa  must  be  mentioned  the  name  of  Walter  Frick,  who  for  thirty  years  has 
been  a  resident  of  this  county.  He  was  born  in  Rock  Island  county,  Illinois, 
on  the  6th  of  July,  1859,  and  is  a  son  of  Michael  and  Matilda  (Benson)  Frick, 
the  father  a  native  of  Pennsylvania  and  the  mother  of  Sweden.  Michael  Frick 
was  but  one  year  of  age  when  his  parents  removed  to  Illinois,  so  that  practically 
the  entire  period  of  his  brief  life  was  spent  in  that  state.  He  had  only  passed 
the  twenty-seventh  milestone  on  life’s  journey  at  the  time  of  his  demise  and  left 
a  young  wife  and  three  children,  the  son  Walter,  the  second  member  of  the 
family,  not  having  yet  attained  his  third  year.  Alice,  the  eldest,  married  H.  A. 
Anderson,  of  Moline,  Illinois,  which  city  continues  to  be  her  home,  and  she  has 
become  the  mother  of  three  children.  Archie  married  Miss  Clara  Benson  of 
Illinois,  and  they  have  four  children  and  live  in  Union  township,  this  county. 
Some  time  after  the  death  of  her  first  husband  Mrs.  Frick  became  the  wife  of 
John  Thompson,  but  in  1869  she  passed  away. 

Walter  Frick  spent  the  most  of  his  boyhood  in  the  home  of  his  paternal 
grandfather,  who  was  his  guardian,  acquiring  his  education  in  the  district  schools. 
He  was  only  fourteen  years  of  age  when  he  began  working  by  the  month,  con¬ 
tinuing  to  follow  the  occupation  of  a  farm  hand  in  Illinois  for  seven  years.  In 
1880  he  came  to  Iowa  with  his  brother  and  after  one  year’s  residence  here  began 
farming  for  himself  as  a  renter.  In  1882  the  brothers  formed  a  partnership, 
continuing  this  plan  of  cooperative  farming  for  three  years,  at  the  end  of  which 
period  Walter  Frick  had  acquired  the  necessary  capital  to  enable  him  to  purchase 
one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land,  on  which  his  brother  now  lives.  By  means 
of  his  indomitable  courage,  perseverance  and  industry  he  has  been  able  to  add 
to  his  original  tract  until  he  now  owns  three  hundred  and  forty-seven  acres  of 
land  on  section  2,  Union  township,  this  county,  and  one  hundred  and  sixtv  acres 
adjoining  in  Boone  county.  The  secret  of  his  success  has  not  only  been  his 
wonderful  gift  of  prescience  which  has  enabled  him  to  recognize  opportunities, 
but  the  ability  to  create  them.  He  is  progressive  in  his  methods,  always  ready 
to  adopt  any  new  method  or  system  in  the  science  of  agriculture  which  he  con¬ 
siders  to  be  based  upon  practical  working  principles.  His  land  is  tiled  and  well 
fenced,  while  the  barns  and  outbuildings  are  commodious  and  substantially  con¬ 
structed.  In  1904  he  erected  a  modern  eleven  room  residence,  which  is  one  of 
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the  most  convenient  and  comfortable  farm  houses  in  that  vicinity.  He  engages 
in  general  farming  and  stock-raising  and  in  both  ventures  has  met  with  good 
success.  In  1905  he  rented  his  farm  for  two  years  but  at  the  end  of  that  period 
his  sons  wished  to  operate  it,  which  they  are  now  doing,  with  the  assistance  of 
hired  help,  under  his  supervision. 

In  March,  1889,  Mr.  Frick  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Ellen  Peterson, 
of  Henry  county,  Illinois.  She  is  a  daughter  of  Peter  and  Cecelia  (Akerson) 
Peterson,  natives  of  Sweden,  who  came  to  the  United  States  and  located  in  Rock 
:  Island  county,  Illinois,  and  later  removed  to  Henry  county,  that  state,  where 
they  died,  the  father  in  1901  at  the  age  of  eighty-five  years  and  the  mother  in 
June,  1904,  at  the  age  of  seventy-nine.  Mrs.  Frick  was  born  on  the  9th  of  March, 
1861,  and  was  the  seventh  child  in  a  family  of  twelve.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Frick  have 
become  the  parents  of  six  children,  who  are  as  follows:  Lloyd  W.,  the  eldest, 
r  was  born  on  the  23d  of' July,  1890.  Laura  D.,  born  on  the  9th  of  February,  1892, 
was  graduated  from  the  Slater  (Iowa)  high  school  in  1909  and  is  now  taking 
j  the  liberal  arts  course  at  Drake  University,  preparatory  to  becoming  a  teacher. 
Forrest  A.,  who  was  born  on  the  6th  of  February,  1894,  was  graduated  from 
the  Slater  high  school  in  June,  1910.  Florence  C.,  whose  birth  occurred  on  the 
10th  of  December,  1896,  is  now  attending  the  high  school.  Frances  M.,  who  is 
also  attending  school,  was  born  on  the  4th  of  July,  1902.  Lester  L.,  the  youngest 
member  of  the  family,  was  born  on  the  5th  of  September,  1907. 

The  family  attend  the  Swedish  Methodist  church,  of  which  Mrs.  Frick  is  a 
member.  Ever  since  acquiring  the  full  rights  of  citizenship  Mr.  Frick  has  sup¬ 
ported  the  platform  of  the  republican  party  in  state  and  national  elections,  but 
■  in  local  issues  he  feels  that  it  is  a  matter  of  supporting  the  man  best  adapted 
to  meet  the  needs  of  the  community  at  large  and  so  casts  an  independent  ballot. 
He  has  always  taken  a  very  great  interest  in  educational  matters  and  for  several 
j  years  has  been  a  member  of  the  board  of  school  directors,  and  at  the  present 
time  is  acting  as  treasurer  of  that  body.  During  the  long  period  of  his  residence 
in  the  township  Mr.  Frick  has  made  many  friends,  who  accord  him  the  respect 
which  should  be  meted  out  to  a  man  whose  success  can  be  attributed  to  his  own 
effort  and  unflinching  purpose,  which  was  at  all  times  sustained  by  sound  prin¬ 
ciples  and  incorruptible  integrity. 


GEORGE  K.  HOBSON. 

For  more  than  fifty  years  George  K.  Hobson  has  made  his  home  upon  the 
farm  on  section  11,  Saylor  township,  this  county,  where  he  now  resides  and 
upon  which  he  was  born  on  the  12th  of  December,  1856.  The  Hobson  family  is 
of  English  lineage  and  the  first  of  the  name  to  come  to  America  was  George 
Hobson,  who  settled  in  Virginia,  of  which  state  William  Hobson,  the  great¬ 
grandfather  of  our  subject,  was  a  native.  Joseph  Hobson,  the  grandfather,  was 
born  in  Orange  county,  North  Carolina,  December  11,  1768,  and  married  Jane 
Tyson,  a  daughter  of  Cornelius  and  Arcada  Tyson,  of  Cumberland  county, 
North  Carolina.  The  death  of  Joseph  Hobson  occurred  in  Henry  county, 
Indiana,  November  3,  1825,  and  his  widow,  long  surviving  him,  passed  away  in 
Polk  county,  Iowa,  April  8,  1856.  They  had  removed  to  Warren  county,  Ohio, 
about  1805  and  in  1810  became  residents  of  Clinton  county,  Ohio,  whence  they 
went  to  Henry  county,  Indiana,  about  1818. 

Allen  W.  Hobson,  the  youngest  of  the  thirteen  children  of  Joseph  Hobson, 
was  born  in  Clinton  county,  Ohio,  April  5,  1816,  and  on  April  17,  1837,  was  mar¬ 
ried  to  Anna  Case,  in  Henry  county,  Indiana.  Mrs.  Hobson  was  born  August 
31,  1813,  and  died  at  Kiethsville,  Missouri,  October  20,  1842.  One  daughter, 
Louisa,  survived  this  union  and  married  E.  S.  Harter,  passing  away  in  March, 
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1909,  leaving  two  children  who  are  still  living,  Allen  J.  and  Anna  M.  In  Novem¬ 
ber,  1843,  Mr.  Hobson  was  again  married  in  Rochester,  Missouri,  to  Anna 
Malvina  Kimberlin,  who  was  born  February  22,  1820,  in  Botetourt  county,  Vir¬ 
ginia.  On  removing  to  Polk  county,  Iowa,  they  settled  in  Saylor  township  in 
1846.  In  1852  Mr.  Hobson,  who  followed  agricultural  pursuits  and  stock-rais¬ 
ing  purchased  what  became  the  old  homestead  and  was  living  thereon  at  the 
time  of  his  death,  on  the  16th  of  November,  1892,  at  the  age  of  seventy-six  years. 
Mrs.  Hobson  survived  him  until  the  23d  of  June,  1907,  having  passed  the  eighty- 
seventh  milestone  on  life’s  journey  at  the  time  of  her  demise.  They  became  the 
parents  of  the  following  children :  Christina  J.,  the  widow  of  Andrew  Lugen- 
beel,  who  is  now  residing  in  Sumner,  Washington;  Alonzo  R.,  who  is  married 
and  is  living  in  Fresno  county,  California;  Viretta,  the  wife  of  M.  C.  Betts,  of 
Polk  county,  now  residing  in  Redondo,  Washington ;  Araminta,  who  married 
Alonzo  C.  McMichael  of  this  county,  now  living  in  Des  Moines ;  and  George  K., 
who  is  our  subject  and  the  youngest  of  the  family.  The  father  always  gave  his 
support  to  the  republican  party,  but  was  not  an  aspirant  for  office,  preferring 
to  give  his  entire  attention  to  his  private  interests. 

George  K.  Hobson  obtained  his  education  in  the  district  schools  of  Polk 
county  and  spent  his  boyhood  and  youth  in  a  manner  very  similar  to  the  major¬ 
ity  of  boys  reared  in  the  country.  His  entire  life,  with  the  exception  of  three 
years,  has  been  spent  on  the  farm  where  he  now7  lives.  It  is  a  small  place, 
including  but  fifty-two  acres,  but  it  contains  good  improvements,  is  well  stocked 
and  highly  cultivated  fields  are  fertile  and  yield  abundant  harvests  which  com¬ 
mand  good  prices.  In  addition  to  this  land  Mr.  Hobson  also  owns  forty  acres 
in  another  tract  close  by  and  eighty  acres  in  Kansas.  He  made  his  home  upon 
the  latter  place  for  three  years,  but  returned  to  Iowa  to  look  after  his  property, 
which  w^as  being  neglected  and  mismanaged,  and  has  since  continued  to  reside 
here.  He  now  engages  in  general  farming  and  stock-raising,  in  both  of  which 
he  is  meeting  with  success. 

Mr.  Hobson  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Emma  B.  Harris  in  1879.  She 
is  a  daughter  of  Alfred  and  Nancy  (Graves)  Harris  and  the  youngest  of  nine 
children,  her  birth  occurring  on  the  9th  of  March,  i860.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hobson 
have  become  the  parents  of  four  children,  as  follows:  George  W-,  the  eldest, 
married  Mabel  Marvin,  who  died  on  the  nth  of  July,  1907,  leaving  one  child, 
Louis.  He  then  married  Julia  Gebhardt,  of  Des  Moines,  on  the  30th  of  March, 

1910.  They  live  in  Des  Moines.  Katherine  H.  married  Dr.  F.  H.  Creamer  of 
Belle  Plaine,  Iowa,  and  they  are  now7  residing  in  Dupree,  South  Dakota,  and 
have  one  child,  Lee  Montelle.  Myrle  I.  is  single  and  lives  at  home.  Allan  H. 
is  the  fourth  and  youngest  member  of  the  family. 

Even  since  attaining  the  full  rights  of  citizenship  Mr.  Hobson  has  cast  his 
vote  with  the  republican  party.  He  has  never  sought  public  office  or  political 
honors,  preferring  to  devote  his  attention  to  the  administration  of  his  private 
affairs,  but  he  can  always  be  found  at  the  polls  on  election  day  fulfilling  his 
duties  as  a  citizen  by  casting  his  ballot  for  the  candidates  of  the  party  of  his 
choice.  He  is  well  regarded  in  the  community  where  he  has  lived  practically  all 
of  his  life  and  wffiere  the  comrades  of  his  boyhood  are  the  friends  of  his  man¬ 
hood. 


W.  E.  STATLER. 

W.  E.  Statler,  whose  personal  popularity,  resulting  from  a  social,  genial  na¬ 
ture,  was  as  great  as  was  his  success  in  business,  which  came  as  the  legitimate 
outcome  of  earnest  application  and  thorough  mastery  of  the  work  which  he  un¬ 
dertook,  passed  away  February  1,  1908,  at  which  time  his  name  was  inscribed 
on  the  roll  of  Des  Moines’  honored  dead.  He  was  born  in  Marshalltown,  Iowa, 
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January  21,  1861,  so  that  his  life  span  but  compassed  forty-seven  years.  He 
seemed  in  the  very  midst  of  a  career  of  usefulness  when  his  life’s  labors  were 
ended,  yet  he  accomplished  much  more  than  does  the  average  man  in  a  longer 
period.  He  was  of  German  descent,  his  grandparents  having  come  from  Ger¬ 
many,  and  locating  in  eastern  Pennsylvania. 

His  education  was  acquired  in  the  schools  of  his  native  city  and  he  early 
turned  his  attention  to  the  insurance  business,  in  which  he  engaged  in  Marshall¬ 
town  until  about  1894.  He  then  came  to  Des  Moines  and  was  elected  to  the 
presidency  of  the  Bankers  Accident  Company,  which  position  he  faithfully  filled 
to  the  end.  He  was  very  active  and  energetic  in  all  that  he  undertook  and  would 
brook  no  obstacles  or  difficulties  that  could  be  overcome  by  determined  purpose 
and  honorable  effort. 

Recognizing  the  fact  that  recreation  as  well  as  business  must  constitute  a 
feature  in  the  life  of  every  well  balanced  man,  Mr.  Statler  was  instrumental 
in  organizing  the  Des  Moines  Golf  and  Country  Clubs,  and.  at  one  time  was  vice 
president  and  also  a  member  of  its  directing  board.  He  also  held  membership 
in  the  Loyal  Legion  Commandery  of  Iowa. 

It  was  on  Christmas  day  of  1888  that  Mr.  Statler’s  marriage  to  Miss  Ida 
Belle  Anson,  a  native  of  Marshalltown,  was  celebrated.  They  became  the  par¬ 
ents  of  two  daughters,  Margaret  and  Sarah.  Mrs.  Statler  was  born  in  Mar¬ 
shalltown,  October  16,  1869,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Horace  and  Emeline  (Smith) 
Anson.  Her  paternal  grandparents  came  to  this  country  from  England  and  set¬ 
tled  in  Ohio,  where  her  father  was  born  in  1831.  He  was  a  farmer  by  occupa¬ 
tion  and  continued  to  engage  in  that  pursuit  throughout  his  active  life  but  retired 
a  number  of  years  prior  to  his  death,  which  occurred  on  the  29th  of  September, 
1910.  He  and  his  wife  were  the  first  couple  to  be  married  in  Marshalltown, 
where  their  wedding  was  celebrated  in  1854.  He  was  a  brother  of  the  late  Henry 
Anson,  the  founder  of  Marshalltown. 

Mr.  Statler  was  a  very  charitable  man,  who  gave  generously  of  his  means  to 
aid  the  poor  and  needy.  He  was  genial  and  approachable  and  thus  gained  many 
friends,  who,  as  the  years  went  by,  learned  to  appreciate  him  more  and  more 
for  his  many  sterling  qualities,  his  fidelity  to  principle  and  his  deference  for  the 
opinions  of  others.  He  stood  with  those  of  ability  and  public  worth  which  placed 
him  in  a  rank  above  the  majority  of  their  fellowmen. 


HAROLD  G.  CALKINS. 

Among  the  highly  respected  citizens  of  Polk  county  should  be  named  Harold 
G.  Calkins  who  for  eight  years  past  has  been  engaged  in  the  drug  business  at 
Bondurant  and  is  also  successfully  identified  with  the  agricultural  interests  of  the 
state.  He  was  born  at  Grinned,  Iowa,  February  23,  1869,  the  son  of  Russell  W. 
and  Mary  (Pruyn)  Calkins,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  New  York.  The 
father  came  to  Iowa  in  1858  and  was  married  in  this  state  to  Miss  Mary  Pruyn, 
subsequently  moving  to  Illinois.  In  1869  he  returned  to  Iowa  and  took  up  his 
permanent  abode  in  Cass  county.  At  the  time  of  the  Civil  war  he  served  as 
first  lieutenant  of  the  One  hundred  and  thirty-ninth  Illinois  Infantry,  discharg¬ 
ing  his  duties  as  became  a  brave  and  loyal  citizen.  He  resides  at  Anita,  Iowa, 
in  retirement,  but  his  wife  died  in  1900.  Of  their  family  five  grew  to  maturity. 

Harold  G.  Calkins  received  his  preliminary  education  in  the  common  schools 
and  later  matriculated  at  Highland  Park  College  at  Des  Moines,  from  which  he 
was  graduated  with  the  title  of  Ph.  D.  He  also  studied  pharmacy  and  registered 
as  a  pharmacist  in  Iowa  in  1892  and  in  South  Dakota  two  years  later.  He  has 
engaged  in  farming  and  in  the  drug  business.  In  1903  he  came  to  Polk  county 
and  located  at  Bondurant  where  he  has  since  engaged  in  the  drug  business.  As 
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he  possesses  special  qualifications  for  his  chosen  vocation  he  has  met  with  de¬ 
served  success,  his  patrons  coming  from  a  wide  region  around  the  town. 

In  September,  1902,  Mr.  Calkins  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Roberta  L. 
Green,  a  daughter  of  James  and  Susan  E.  (McCune)  Green,  both  of  whom  are 
now  deceased.  The  father  was  born  in  Leicestershire,  England,  and  emigrated 
to  Canada  in  1857.  On  the  2d  of  August,  1862,  he  crossed  to  the  United  States 
and  within  thirty  minutes  after  his  arrival  at  Ogdensburg,  New  York,  enlisted  as 
a  private  in  Company  Q,  One  Hundred  and  sixth  New  York  Volunteer  Infantry. 
He  continued  in  service  until  1865,  performing  his  duties  so  acceptably  that  he 
was  advanced  to  the  position  of  sergeant  major  of  his  regiment.  He  participated 
in  many  important  engagements  and  movements  of  the  war,  serving  under  Gen¬ 
erals  Grant  and  Sheridan  in  the  Army  of  the  East.  In  June,  1865,  he  received 
his  honorable  discharge  at  Washington,  D.  C.  He  was  married  in  Pennsylvania 
to  Miss  Susan  E.  McCune,  a  native  of  the  Keystone  state.  In  the  ’70s  they  came 
west  and  took  up  thejr  residence  on  a  farm  in  Cass  county,  Iowa,  where  they 
continued  until  September,  1885,  when  they  moved  to  Atlantic,  Iowa,  Mr.  Green 
having  accepted  the  position  of  deputy  county  auditor  of  Cass  county.  Sub¬ 
sequently  he  was  elected  county  auditor  and  continued  in  this  position  until  his 
death  which  occurred  June  24,  1896.  He  was  identified  with  the  county  auditor’s 
office  for  nearly  twelve  years,  discharging  his  responsibilities  with  great  ac¬ 
ceptance  to  the  people  of  the  county.  He  was  a  man  of  fine  ability  and  genial 
social  traits  and  could  have  figured  quite  extensively  in  politics  had  he  so  de¬ 
sired.  While  he  was  holding  the  office  of  county  auditor  he  was  urged  to  be¬ 
come  a  candidate  for  state  auditor  but  declined  to  do  so,  not  being  ambitious  to 
mix  in  the  turmoil  of  state  politics.  Mrs.  Green  passed  away  August  13,  1909. 
There  were  three  daughters  in  their  family,  namely :  Mrs.  S.  S.  Winchell,  of 
Cofifeyville,  Kansas;  Mrs.  W.  M.  Myers,  now  a  resident  of  Des  Moines;  and 
Roberta  L.,  now  Mrs.  Harold  G.  Calkins. 

Politically  Mr.  Calkins  of  this  review  gives  his  support  to  the  republican 
party,  believing  that  its  principles  are  essential  to  the  perpetuity  of  free  institu¬ 
tions.  He  was  elected  mayor  of  Bondurant,  but  his  interest  is  concentrated  on 
his  business  and  he  declined  to  serve.  Fraternally  he  is  identified  with  the  Red 
Men  and  religiously  with  the  Congregational  church.  He  possesses  good  advan¬ 
tages  of  education  and  has  made  practical  use  of  the  excellent  training  received, 
displaying  in  his  affairs  careful  management,  systematic  diligence  and  sound 
judgment.  A  broad-minded  gentleman,  his  career  has  been  one  of  business 
activity  crowned  with  success.  His  highly  creditable  record  and  sterling  per¬ 
sonal  character  have  won  for  him  the  unqualified  confidence  of  the  people  of 
Bondurant  and  vicinity. 


WILLIAM  SCHLENKER. 

William  Schlenker,  who  is  one  of  the  substantial  and  successful  agriculturists 
of  Polk  county,  owning  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  valuable  land  in  Saylor 
township,  was  born  in  Clayton,  Iowa,  on  the  3d  of  August,  1858,  a  son  of  Theo- 
bault  and  Louisa  (Mally)  Schlenker.  His  parents  were  natives  of  Germany 
who  emigrated  to  the  United  States  in  the  ’40s  and  located  in  Clayton  county, 
Iowa,  where  they  were  married  in  October,  1857.  In  the  spring  of  1866  they 
removed  to  Polk  county  and  settled  in  Saylor  township,  where  they  continued  to 
reside  during  the  remainder  of  their  lives.  The  father  was  a  farmer  all  his  life 
and  was  engaged  in  that  occupation  at  the  time  of  his  demise  on  the  20th  of 
June,  1890.  Eight  children  were  born  unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Schlenker  besides  our 
subject,  the  others  being  as  follows:  Mary  Louisa  married  Henry  Schnoor,  of 
Jackson  county,  who  is  now  living  in  Dallas  county,  and  they  have  four  children ; 
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Elizabeth,  who  married  Ed  Cameron  of  Dallas  county,  is  now  residing  in  this 
county  and  has  two  children  ;  Martha,  who  died  in  the  fall  of  1893,  was  the  wife 
of  Henry  Seemann,  of  Jackson  county;  Charles,  who  married  Amelia  Metz  of 
Iowa,  is  now  living  in  Texas  and  is  the  father  of  ten  children;  Lena  married 
John  Logan,  of  Boston,  now  living  in  San  Pedro,  California,  and  they  have  two 
children;  Louisa  died  at  the  age  of  two  years ;  George  T.  married  Cecelia  Lahey  of 
this  county  and  has  four  children ;  and  J.  W  who  manages  the  home  farm  for  his 
mother.  The  father  passed  away  at  the  age  of  sixty-four  years  but  the  mother 
is  still  living  at  the  Psalmist’s  allotted  span  of  three  score  and  ten  years.  After 
acquiring  through  naturalization  the  full  rights  of  citizenship  Mr.  Schlenker 
gave  his  support  to  the  Republican  party,  and  although  he  was  never  an  office 
holder,  he  was  always  interested  in  local  politics. 

William  Schlenker  acquired  his  education  in  the  common  schools  of  Polk 
county  and  assisted  his  father  in  the  management  of  the  farm.  He  remained  at 
home  until  August,  1881,  at  which  time  he  bought  the  farm  where  he  now  re¬ 
sides.  Although  he  has  always  followed  agricultural  pursuits  he  has  engaged 
quite  extensively  in  the  buying  and  selling  of  cattle  and  was  also  interested  in  a 
canning  factory  for  ten  years. 

On  the  30th  of  November,  1882,  Mr.  Schlenker  established  a  home  of  his 
own  by  his  marriage  to  Miss  Catherina  Schnoor,  a  daughter  of  John  and  Cath- 
erina  (Seemann)  Schnoor.  The  parents  were  natives  of  Germany  and  on  com¬ 
ing  to  the  United  States  settled  on  a  farm  in  Scott  county,  Iowa,  in  the  early  days. 
There  Mrs.  Schnoor  passed  away  in  1880,  at  the  age  of  fifty  years.  The  father 
survived  her  until  1899,  having  attained  the  age  of  sixty-six  years  at  the  time  of 
his  death.  Mrs.  Schlenker  was  the  third  in  a  family  of  six  children,  all  of  whom, 
with  the  exception  of  herself  and  her  brother  Henry  of  Dallas  county,  are  now 
deceased.  She  was  born  on  the  12th  of  March,  1862,  and  was  twenty  years  of 
age  at  the  time  of  her  marriage.  Two  children,  a  son  and  a  daughter,  have  been 
born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Schlenker:  Henry  W.,  residing  in  this  county,  married 
Mabel  Miller  of  Illinois  and  they  have  two  children ;  and  Luella  Catherina  is  the 
wife  of  LeRoy  W.  De  Marce,  also  a  resident  of  this  county. 

The  family  always  attended  the  Methodist  church,  of  which  denomination 
the  parents  were  members.  Mr.  Schlenker  gives  his  political  support  to  the  Re¬ 
publican  party.  He  has  always  taken  an  active  interest  in  all  political  issues,  has 
served  as  township  trustee  and  supervisor  and  for  many  years  was  one  of  the 
school  directors.  He  has  been  an  enterprising  and  industrious  man  and  by  close 
application  and  good  management  has  acquired  a  nice  competence.  In  addition 
to  his  homestead  he  owns  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land  in  Palmer  county, 
Texas,  while  Mrs.  Schlenker  owns  eighty  acres  in  Polk  county.  They  began 
their  married  life  in  a  two-room  frame  house,  but  his  tireless  energy  aided  by 
her  thrift  and  capable  supervision  of  the  household  affairs  has  enabled  them  to 
add  to  the  original  structure  until  today  they  have  a  thoroughly  modern  house, 
which  is  both  comfortable  and  convenient  in  all  of  its  appointments.  They  are 
highly  regarded  in  the  community  where  they  have  lived  for  nearly  thirty  years 
and  have  many  friends  to  whom  they  extend  their  hospitality. 


PRANK  D.  GRAY. 

Frank  D.  Gray,  who  first  engaged  in  business  in  Valley  Junction  eight  years 
ago  and  now  owns  one  of  the  finest  markets  in  town,  was  born  in  Stuart,  Iowa, 
on  the  29th  of  June,  1878.  His  parents  were  William  B.  and  Mary  E.  (Davis) 
Gray,  the  father  a  native  of  Maryland  and  the  mother  of  Vermont.  They  came 
to  Iowa  in  1855  and  entered  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  uncleared  timber 
and  prairie  land,  which  the  father  improved  and  brought  to  a  high  state  of  cul- 
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tivation  before  his  death  on  the  25th  of  February,  1880.  The  mother  passed 
away  on  the  4th  of  July,  1901. 

Frank  D.  Gray  spent  his  boyhood  on  the  old  homestead,  acquiring  his  pre¬ 
liminary  education  in  the  district  schools.  When  he  was  thirteen  years  of  age 
he  was  sent  to  the  public  school  at  Des  Moines,  where  he  remained  for  several 
years,  and  in  1895  he  came  to  Valley  Junction.  During  the  first  two  years  of 
his  residence  here  he  worked  in  a  grocery  store,  but  at  the  end  of  that  period  he 
accepted  a  position  as  night  clerk  in  the  yard  office  of  the  Chicago,  Burlington 
&  Quincy  Railroad.  He  left  there  to  become  a  helper  in  the  boiler  shop  but  only 
continued  in  the  latter  occupation  one  year.  In  October,  1899,  shortly  after  hav¬ 
ing  attained  his  majority,  he  became  a  fireman  on  the  railroad  and  four  years 
later  was  promoted  to  the  position  of  engineer,  which  he  resigned  at  the  end  of 
six  weeks  and  gave  up  railroading.  On  the  18th  of  May,  1893,  he  opened  a 
first  class  meat  market  in  Valley  Junction,  which  he  has  been  conducting  ever 
since.  He  has  met  with  more  than  average  success  in  his  undertaking,  his  patron¬ 
age,  which  is  constantly  growing,  being  from  some  of  the  best  families  in  town. 

On  the  24th  of  June,  1908,  Mr.  Gray  and  Miss  Nellie  Casey  were  united  in 
marriage.  Mrs.  Gray  is  a  daughter  of  Peter  J.  and  Mary  (Conley)  Casey,  both 
natives  of  New  York,  who  came  to  Iowa  in  the  early  days  and  located  near  Fort 
Dodge.  The  father  has  been  a  railroad  engineer  the  greater  part  of  his  life  but 
two  years  ago  he  retired  and  came  to  Valley  Junction,  where  he  and  his  wife 
continue  to  reside.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gray  have  become  the  parents  of  one  child, 
Naomi  L.,  who  was  born  on  the  17th  of  June,  1910. 

Mrs.  Gray  is  a  communicant  of  the  Roman  Catholic  church  and  Mr.  Gray 
is  fraternally  identified  with  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  the  Modern  Woodmen 
of  America.  Ever  since  attaining  manhood  he  has  given  his  allegiance  to  the 
republican  party,  believing  its  policy  is  best  adapted  to  protect  the  interests  of  the 
majority.  He  is  not  an  aspirant  for  political  honors  or  public  office,  but  fulfills 
his  obligations  as  a  citizen  by  casting  his  ballot  at  each  election  for  the  candidates 
of  the  party  of  his  choice. 


LAURISTON  TWINING. 

The  material  development  and  upbuilding  of  Des  Moines  were  largely  pro¬ 
moted  through  the  efforts  of  Lauriston  Twining,  who  in  1882  came  to  this  city 
and  thereafter  to  the  time  of  his  death  was  engaged  in  the  practice  of  law  and 
the  real-estate  business.  His  life  exemplified  the  progressive  spirit  of  the  middle 
west,  in  which  section  of  the  country  he  always  lived.  He  was  born  in  Iowa 
City,  Iowa,  June  7,  1848,  and  was  a  direct  descendant  of  Thomas  Twining,  the 
progenitor  of  the  American  branch  of  the  family,  who  settled  at  Cape  Cod  in 
1640.  His  father  was  the  Rev.  E.  W.  Twining,  a  native  of  Ohio,  who  came 
to  Iowa  with  his  family  in  1846  and  engaged  in  preaching  the  gospel  in  Wash¬ 
ington  county  and  other  districts.  At  one  time  he  was  a  minister  of  Des  Moines. 

Lauriston  Twining  attended  the  public  and  select  schools  until  seventeen 
years  of  age  in  the  various  localities  to  which  his  father’s  profession  necessitated 
the  removal  of  the  family,  and  then  entered  the  Iowa  Wesleyan  University  at 
Mount  Pleasant,  where  he  pursued  his  studies  for  three  years.  He  subsequently 
became  a  student  in  the  Iowa  State  University  at  Iowa  City,  where  he  completed 
the  work  of  the  junior  year.  Failing  health  then  caused  him  to  leave  college 
but  later  he  read  law  under  the  direction  of  J.  F.  Mcjunkin,  of  Washington, 
Iowa,  who  at  the  time  was  attorney  general  of  Iowa.  After  thorough  prelim¬ 
inary  preparation  which  made  him  familiar  with  the  leading  text-books  of  the 
profession  Mr.  Twining  was  admitted  to  the  bar  at  Washington,  Iowa,  in  1871. 
After  practicing  in  that  city  for  four  years  he  removed  to  Corning,  Adams 
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county,  Iowa,  where  he  followed  his  profession  and  at  the  same  time  compiled  a 
complete  set  of  abstract  books  for  the  county.  Not  only  did  he  become  prom¬ 
inent  through  his  business  and  professional  connections,  but  also  as  an  official, 
serving  for  one  year  as  mayor  of  the  city.  He  was  a  very  successful  lawyer 
for  fifteen  years  and  tried  many  cases  before  the  supreme  court.  His  clientage 
was  large  and  of  a  distinctively  representative  character.  He  gradually  added  a 
real-estate  business  to1  his  law  practice,  however,  and  in  1882  he  came  to  Des 
Moines  and  engaged  in  the  real-estate  business,  chiefly  handling  his  own  prop¬ 
erty.  He  also  made  a  special  study  of  real-estate  law  and  was  regarded  as 
authority  upon  that  branch  of  practice,  and  took  an  active  and  important  part  in 
the  city’s  growth  and  development.  He  platted  numerous  portions  of  the  city, 
including  Twining’s  plat  at  Twelfth  and  Laurel  streets;  Twining’s'  second  ad¬ 
dition;  Lake  Park,  where  he  erected  the  first  two  houses;  and  Twining’s  addition 
just  north  of  the  river.  He  foresaw  the  possibilities  of  Des  Moines’  growth  and 
in  his  real-estate  operations  prepared  therefor,  developing  some  of  the  best 
residence  districts  in  the  city.  In  addition  to  his  other  interests  Mr.  Twining 
owned  a  large  amount  of  stock  in  the  Guarantee  Abstract  Company. 

On  the  3d  of  June,  1873,  in  Washington,  Iowa,  Mr.  Twining  was  married 
to  Miss  Laura  Botkin,  a  daughter  of  Rev.  Jesse  Botkin,  a  very  prominent  min¬ 
ister  of  Ohio.  Her  mother  was  Margaret  J.  (Howe)  Botkin,  a  daughter  of  Dr. 
Nathaniel  Howe,  for  many  years  a  distinguished  physician  of  Ohio.  Mrs.  Twin¬ 
ing  was  born  in  Miami  county,  Ohio,  in  which  state  she  received  her  early  educa¬ 
tion,  and  came  to  Iowa  in  1868.  There  she  completed  her  studies,  however,  by 
graduation  from  the  Illinois  Woman’s  College  at  Jacksonville,  Illinois.  Lour 
children  were  born  unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Twining:  Arthur  B,  who  was  a  promi¬ 
nent  citizen  of  Eagle  Grove,  Iowa,  where  he  died  in  July,  1910;  Dr.  Granville 
H.,  now  practicing  in  Mobridge,  South  Dakota,  who  has  charge  of  a  hospital 
there  and  is  physician  for  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  Puget  Sound  Railway; 
Edward  L.,  a  druggist  of  Des  Moines ;  and  Inez  A.,  the  wife  of  O.  C.  King,  a 
lumber  merchant  of  Montezuma,  Iowa. 

The  family  circle  was  broken  by  the  hand  of  death  May  31,  1895,  when  the 
husband  and  father  departed  this  life.  Mr.  Twining  held  membership  in  the 
Methodist  church,  to  which  his  widow  also  belongs.  His  political  allegiance  was 
given  to  the  republican  party  and  he  took  an  active  part  in  public  affairs,  serv¬ 
ing  as  a  member  of  the  city  council,  in  North  Des  Moines  and  also  as  a  member 
of  the  school  board.  If  a  measure  or  movement  appealed  to  him  as  worthy  of 
support  he  gave  to  it  his  earnest  endorsement.  There  were  no  halfway  measures 
with  him.  He  was  either  for  or  against  a  proposition  in  so  far  as  he  believed 
in  its  worth  or  regarded  it  as  detrimental  to  the  public  welfare.  He  had  with 
him  a  persuasive  manner  that  made  him  an  influential  factor  in  public  life,  as 
well  as  an  honor  that  knew  no  swerving  from  the  right,  and  his  knowledge  of 
the  law  enabled  him  to  determine  what  could  be  safely  undertaken  and  the 
best  methods  to  pursue  in  accordance  with  the  statutes  of  the  state  governing 
municipal  affairs. 


ROBERT  LULLERTON. 

The  name  of  Robert  Fullerton,  of  Des  Moines,  vice  president  of  the  Chicago 
Lumber  and  Coal  Company,  is  well  known  among  lumbermen  as  one  of  the 
prominent  factors  in  the  development  of  the  business  in  the  great  west,  a  man 
whose  foresight  and  sound  judgment  have  many  times  been  tested  and  seldom 
found  wanting.  He  is  now  a  leading  official  in  one  of  the  large  concerns  he  has 
been  instrumental  in  a  great  measure  in  establishing.  He  was  born  at  Kilcown, 
County  Antrim,  Ireland,  October  3,  1845,  being  descended  from  grandparents 
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who  emigrated  to  Ireland  from  Scotland.  The  parents  were  Samuel  and  Anna 
(Holmes)  Fullerton,  both  of  them  natives  of  Ireland.  They  came  to  America 
and  died  at  Beloit,  Kansas,  being  called  away  within  one  month  of  each  other, 
the  mother  in  June,  ipio,  and  the  father  in  July  following.  He  was  ninety- 
four  and  she  was  eighty-seven  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  their  deaths. 

Robert  Fullerton  received  his  early  education  in  the  common  schools  of 
County  Antrim  and  at  the  age  of  twenty-two  came  to  America.  He  crossed 
the  ocean  in  1867,  proceeding  at  once  to  Ottawa,  Illinois,  where  he  had  friends 
and  for  three  months  worked  on  a  farm  in  La  Salle  county.  He  then  returned 
to  Ottawa  and  spent  three  years  learning  the  carpenter's  trade  in  the  employ 
of  Caldwell,  Clark  &  Stebbins,  in  the  course  of  which  he  developed  into  a  skilful 
woodworker.  In  1870  he  went  to  La  Cygne,  Kansas,  and  engaged  in  the  con¬ 
tracting  and  building  business,  making  the  acquaintance  of  M.  T.  Greene,  a 
prominent  Chicago  lumDerman,  who  offered  the  young  carpenter  the  position  of 
manager  of  the  Greene  lumber  yards  at  La  Cygne  during  Mr.  Greene’s  absence 
on  his  wedding  trip.  Mr.  Fullerton  promptly  accepted  the  position  and  demon¬ 
strated  his  ability  so  successfully  that  he  was  transferred  to  Tecumseh,  Nebraska, 
and  to  Clay  Center,  Kansas,  and  later  to  Des  Moines,  being  manager  at  each  of 
the  places  named  and  also  being  given  general  supervision  of  other  Greene  yards 
in  Iowa,  which  were  operated  as  the  Chicago  Lumber  Company.  His  services 
to  the  company  became  so  valuable  that  he  was  given  an  interest  in  the  con¬ 
cern  as  was  also  his  brother,  Samuel  H.  Fullerton,  who  was  placed  in  charge 
of  the  yards  at  Tecumseh,  Nebraska,  operated  under  the  name  of  Fullerton 
Brothers.  The  Chicago  Lumber  Company  had  started  a  chain  of  yards  in  north¬ 
ern  Kansas, .  and  the  subject  of  this  review  was  intrusted  with  the  responsibility 
of  establishing  the  various  branches,  during  which  time  Mr.  Fullerton  made  his 
headquarters  at  Clay  Center,  Kansas.  Yards  were  established  in  the  Missis¬ 
sippi  and  Missouri  valleys  in  order  to  meet  the  unprecedented  demand  for  lum¬ 
ber  caused  by  a  great  movement  of  settlers  into  the  western  states.  In  1875  Mr. 
Fullerton  took  up  his  residence  in  Des  Moines  and  was  succeeded  at  Clay  Cen¬ 
ter  by  his  brother  as  general  manager  at  that  point.  The  financial  panic  seri¬ 
ously  interfered  with  many  branches  of  business,  but  through  careful  manage¬ 
ment  the  Chicago  Lumber  Company  survived  the  ordeal,  although  its  develop¬ 
ment  was  greatly  retarded  for  a  number  of  years.  In  1891  Mr.  Fullerton  and 
his  brother  purchased  the  interest  of  Mr.  Greene  and  continued  under  the  title 
of  the  Chicago  Lumber  Company  as  a  partnership  until  1895,  when  the  business 
was  merged  into  the  Chicago  Lumber  &  Coal  Company,  which  was  incorporated 
by  Robert  and  Samuel  H.  Fullerton,  Frank  Goepel  and  C.  T.  Millard,  the  object 
being  to  engage  in  manufacture  as  well  as  distribution  of  lumber.  Samuel  H. 
Fullerton  was  made  president  of  the  new  company  and  Robert  Fullerton  vice 
president.  The  business  was  extended  so  as  to  include  yards  in  Colorado,  Ne¬ 
braska,  Iowa  and  Missouri.  In  order  to  meet  the  growing  demand  for  yellow 
pine  a  sawmill  was  established  at  Logansport,  Louisiana,  in  a  short-leaf  yellow 
pine  belt.  This  mill  was  equipped  with  modern  machinery  and  a  ready  market 
was  found  for  its  products.  With  the  growth  of  demand  for  long-leaf  pine 
other  mills  were  acquired  from  time  to  time  and  during  the  recent  years  the 
company  has  controlled  a  daily  output  of  more  than  five  hundred  thousand  feet 
of  lumber.  About  one-third  of  the  total  output  of  the  yellow  pine  of  the  com¬ 
pany  is  distributed  through  the  company’s  own  yards  in  addition  to  millions  of 
feet  of  white  pine  and  Pacific  coast  lumber.  The  company  is  now  manufac¬ 
turing  lumber  in  Louisiana,  Arkansas,  Mississippi,  Wisconsin  and  Minnesota,  and 
maintains  seventy  retail  yards.  The  wholesale  business  of  the  company  extends 
practically  into  every  northern  state  from  the  Atlantic  to  the  Pacific  coast. 

As  an  inventor,  Mr.  Fullerton  has  also  been  highly  successful,  having  origi¬ 
nated  the  best  lumber  stacker  that  has  been  up  to  the”  present  time  placed  upon 
the  market.  He  is  also  the  inventor  of  a  cross-cut  saw,  operated  by  compressed 
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air  for  cutting  down  trees,  which  is  now  handled  upon  an  extensive  scale.  He  pos¬ 
sesses  marked  literary  ability,  as  has  been  shown  by  articles  he  has  contributed 
to  various  publications  and  also  by  interesting  and  instructive  papers  he  has 
read  before  gatherings  of  lumbermen.  Among  the  latter  may  be  mentioned 
“The  Advent  of  Yellow  Pine,”  read  before  the  sixteenth  annual  meeting  of  the 
Southern  Lumber  Manufacturers  Association  at  New  Orleans,  June  23  to  24, 
1906;  a  paper  on  “Public  Interest  in  the  Lumber  Industry,”  presented  at  the 
annual  meeting  of  the  Yellow  Pine  Manufacturers  Association  at  New  Orleans, 
January  19-20,  1909;  and  also  a  paper  entitled  “Let  Justice  Prevail — the  People 
vs.  the  Standard  Oil  Company,”  read  before  the  Lumbermen’s  Club  at  St.  Louis ; 
“The  Automobile  as  a  Factor  in  the  Lumber  Industry,”  etc. 

On  the  10th  of  March,  1885,  Mr.  Fullerton  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Fannie  Parsons,  a  daughter  of  Galusha  Parsons  of  Des  Moines,  and  by  this 
union  four  children  were  born,  namely:  Robert,  Jr.;  Lawrence,  deceased;  Don¬ 
ald,  now  attending  the  State  University;  and  Catherine,  attending  Ogontz  Semi¬ 
nary,  Ogontz,  Pennsylvania.  Robert,  Jr.,  is  a  graduate  of  the  Iowa  State  Uni¬ 
versity  and  also  completed  a  course  in  a  military  academy.  He  is  now  in  charge 
of  .the  Chicago  Lumber  &  Coal  Company  at  Kansas  City,  Missouri.  The  father 
of  Mrs.  Fullerton  was  a  native  of  Buffalo,  New  York,  and  one  of  the  early  set¬ 
tlers  of  Des  Moines,  for  many  years  a  prominent  lawyer  of  this  city. 

Politically,  Mr.  Fullerton  has  been  from  the  time  of  reaching  manhood 
identified  with  the  republican  party,  but  has  always  declined  to  be  a  candidate 
for  public  office.  He  takes  a  lively  interest  in  governmental  affairs  as  a  private 
citizen  and  is  an  active  worker  in  the  Civic  League  of  Des  Moines,  of  which  he 
is  now  president.  His  religious  faith  is  indicated  by  membership  in  the  Presby¬ 
terian  church  and  he  has  been  a  generous  contributor  to  its  charities.  He  is  also 
a  member  of  the  Grant,  West  End  and  New  Des  Moines  Clubs  and  of  the  Golf 
and  Country  Club,  being  an  enthusiastic  golfer.  At  the  time  of  the  Louisiana 
Purchase  Exhibition  at  St.  Louis,  he  was  disbursing  agent  for  the  United  States 
government  and  paid  out  nine  million  six  hundred  thousand  dollars,  every  dollar 
of  which  was  satisfactorily  accounted  for.  This  speaks  volumes  as  to  his  ability 
and  integrity  and  it  is  no  exaggeration  to  say  that  he  represents  the  best  class 
of  honorable,  efficient  and  progressive  citizenship  and  stands  today  in  the  front 
rank  among  the  leading  men  of  Des  Moines.  His  chief  source  of  recreation 
is  golf,  hunting  and  fishing,  but  he  is  an  enthusiastic  advocate  of  all  outdoor 
sports. 


WILLIAM  McLEAN. 

William  McLean,  a  native  son  of  Polk  county,  who  resides  on  a  one  hundred 
and  fifty-four  acre  farm  in  Union  township,  was  born  on  the  24th  of  March, 
1878,  his  parents  being  W.  J.  and  Nancy  (Messersmith)  McLean,  natives  of 
Ohio  and  Iowa  respectively  and  now  living  in  this  county.  In  their  family  are 
seven  children,  William  being  the  second  in  order  of  birth. 

William  McLean  acquired  his  education  in  the  district  schools  of  this  county, 
and  when  he  felt  prepared  to  assume  the  heavier  responsibilities  of  life  laid 
aside  his  text-books  and  began  assisting  his  father  in  the  cultivation  of  the  home 
farm.  He  remained  a  member  of  his  father’s  household  until  he  attained  his 
majority,  at  which  time  he  was  married  and  engaged  in  farming  as  a  renter  for 
two  years.  Thrift  and  ambition  combined  with  good  management  and  tireless 
energy  enabled  him  to  accumulate  the  means  to  invest  in  real  estate  at  the  end 
of  that  time  and  he  purchased  the  place  upon  which  he  now  resides.  He  has 
improved  the  appearance  of  the  place  almost  beyond  recognition.  The  land 
is  now  tiled  and  well  fenced,  barns  and  outbuildings  have  been  added  and  the 
residence  remodeled,  so  that  everything  now  has  an  air  of  comfort  and  pros- 
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perity.  He  engages  in  general  farming  and  stock-raising  and  makes  a  specialty 
of  buying  cattle  for  the  market,  in  all  of  which  ventures  he  is  meeting  with 
more  than  a  moderate  degree  of  success. 

Mr.  McLean  established  a  home  of  his  own  by  his  marriage  on  the  31st  of 
December,  1899,  to  Miss  Maude  Wylie,  a  daughter  of  Benjamin  and  Mary  J. 
(Thompson)  Wylie,  the  father  a  native  of  Pennsylvania  and  the  mother  of  Iowa. 
Mr.  Wylie  came  to  Iowa  in  1872  from  Minnesota  with  his  parents,  who  settled 
in  Polk  county,  where  he  has  been  for  many  years  engaged  in  farming.  He  is 
a  veteran  of  the  Civil  war,  having  enlisted  in  Company  L,  First  Minnesota 
Heavy  Artillery,  and  serving  until  the  close  of  the  Rebellion,  being  mustered 
out  at  Fort  Snelling,  Minnesota,  in  September,  1865.  Mrs.  McLean  is  the  sec¬ 
ond  in  a  family  of  four  children,  her  birth  occurring  on  the  26th  of  October, 
1880.  Three  children  have  been  born  unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  McLean:  Hubert, 
Mamie  and  Helen. 

They  attend  the  United  Brethren  church  of  which  Mrs.  McLean  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  Mr.  McLean  has  been  an  ardent  supporter  of  the  principles  of  the  republi¬ 
can  party  since  attaining  his  majority.  He  most  zealously  participates  in  local 
affairs  and  is  at  the  present  time  serving  as  a  township  trustee.  Both  he  and  his 
wife  are  popular  in  the  social  circles  of  their  community  and  are  well  regarded. 


OSCAR  HOWARD  ROBINSON. 

Oscar  Howard  Robinson,  who  since  1892  has  engaged  in  the  farm  loan  busi¬ 
ness  in  Des  Moines  as  a  partner  in  a  firm  which  throughout  the  intervening 
years  has  enjoyed  an  unsullied  reputation  for  integrity  as  well  as  progress- 
jveness,  was  born  in  Allegheny  City,  Pennsylvania,  on  the  8th  of  Novem¬ 
ber,  1851.  His  parents  were  Thomas  A.  and  Mary  (Anderson)  Rob¬ 
inson.  The  father  was  born  in  Butler  county,  Pennsylvania,  and  was 
a  son  of  Samuel  Robinson,  a  native  of  Scotland,  who  when  a  young  man  came 
to  the  United  States  and  settled  in  Allegheny  City,  Pennsylvania,  where  he  was 
married  and  where  his  wife  died.  In  1854  he  came  to  Scott  county,  Iowa,  with 
his  son  and  here  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits,  though  he  had  followed  mer¬ 
chandising  in  Pennsylvania.  He  died  at  the  age  of  seventy-seven  years.  Our 
subject’s  mother  was  born  in  Ireland,  of  Scotch-Irish  parentage,  and  was  four¬ 
teen  years  of  age  on  the  emigration  of  the  family  to  America.  Her  father,  who 
was  about  forty  years  old  at  that  time,  settled  in  Butler  county,  Pennsylvania, 
where  he  lived  to  be  over  ninety,  while  his  wife  was  over  eighty  years  of  age 
at  the  time  of  her  death.  By  occupation  he  was  a  farmer. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thomas  A.  Robinson  became  residents  of  Davenport,  Iowa, 
when  their  son  Oscar  was  but  three  years  of  age.  The  father  died  at  Carabou, 
Colorado,  in  1862,  leaving  a  family  of  four  children,  who  were  thus  thrown  upon 
their  own  resources,  Oscar  H.  Robinson,  the  youngest  of  the  family,  being  then 
ten  years  of  age.  His  education  was  acquired  in  the  public  schools  of  Davenport 
and  in  Eastman’s  Business  College  at  Poughkeepsie,  New  York,  where  he  pur¬ 
sued  a  course  in  1873.  His  early  manhood  was  devoted  to  the  profession  of 
teaching  in  Indiana  and  Iowa,  and  in  1884  he  removed  to  Wichita,  Kansas, 
where  he  engaged  in  the  real-estate  and  loan  business,  but  changed  the  field  of 
his  labors  in  1886  to  become  manager  of  the  Kansas  City  Investment  Com¬ 
pany  at  Beloit,  Kansas.  In  1892  he  formed  a  partnership  with  George  M.  Van 
Evera  and  in  March  of  that  year  they  opened  an  office  in  the  Clapp  block  in 
Des  Moines,  Iowa,  for  the  conduct  of  a  farm  loan  business.  In  addition  to 
many  private  interests  they  have  handled  the  investments  of  the  Union  Cen¬ 
tral  Life  Insurance  Company  in  Iowa  since  that  time.  They  now  have  an 
extensive  clientage  which  covers  a  wide  territory  and  brings  them  into  close 
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connection  with  real-estate  operations  in  farm  lands  in  various  sections  of  the 
country.  In  1908  the  firm  established  an  office  in  Oklahoma  City,  Oklahoma, 
to  handle  its  business  in  that  state  which  has  grown  to  large  proportions.  The 
firm  has  handled  many  millions  of  farm  loans,  but  never  with  the  slightest  ques¬ 
tion  as  to  fairness,  integrity  and  reliability.  In  addition  to  his  other  interests 
Mr.  Robinson  is  a  stockholder  in  the  Iowa  National  Bank  and  the  Des  Moines 
Savings  Bank. 

On  the  1 2th  of  September,  1877,  Mr.  Robinson  was  married  at  Blue  Grass, 
Iowa,  to  Miss  Jennie  Van  Evera,  a  daughter  of  James  and  Phoebe  (Matteer) 
Van  Evera,  early  residents  of  Scott  county,  Iowa,  and  natives  of  New  York 
state.  Her  maternal  grandparents,  Charles  and  Zilpah  Matteer,  settled  in  Scott 
county  in  1839  and  her  paternal  grandparents,  John  and  Hannah  Van  Evera, 
weie  also  pioneers  of  that  county.  The  children  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robin¬ 
son  are:  Le  Roy,  who  was  married  in  1907  to  Laura  Kirby,  of  Mount  Pleasant; 
Orin  H. ;  Irene,  who  was  married  in  1908  to  Carl  H.  Kahler,  one  of  the  leading 
shoe  merchants  of  Des  Moines;  and  Georgia  V.,  who  in  1910  became  the  wife 
of  John  F.  Huber,  of  Milwaukee,  Wisconsin. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robinson  are  members  of  the  First  Unitarian  church,  to  which 
Mr.  Robinson  is  one  of  the  most  generous  contributors.  As  chairman  of  its 
building  committee  he  personally  supervised  the  construction  of  the  church, 
concentrating  his  energies  upon  this  work  without  other  thought  than  to  obtain 
for  the  church  the  best  results  for  the  least  outlay  of  money.  His  political  alle¬ 
giance  is  given  to  the  republican  party  and  his  fraternal  relations  are  with  Des 
Moines  Lodge,  No.  98,  B.  P.  O.  E.  He  likewise  belongs  to  the  Grant  and  Eureka 
Clubs,  the  Des  Moines  Business  Men’s  Club  and  the  Five  Hundred  Club,  while 
his  wife  is  a  member  of  the  Woman’s  Club  and  is  on  the  managing  board  of  the 
Home  for  the  Aged.  Mr.  Robinson  is  a  whole-souled,  genial  man,  broad-minded 
and  of  kindly  spirit.  In  his  business  he  has  displayed  that  close  application  and 
intelligent  judgment  which  never  fails  to  overcome  obstacles,  and  judicious 
investment  has  won  him  success  which  places  him  in  a  prominent  position  among 
the  most  successful  real-estate  firms  of  Des  Moines. 


CLARK  B.  HALL. 

The  business  interests  of  Bondurant  find  a  worthy  representative  in  Charles 
B.  Hall,  who  is  a  well  established  dealer  in  lumber  and  grain,  and  by  his  energy 
and  perserverance  has  attracted  a  lucrative  patronage.  He  is  a  native  of  Franklin 
township,  and  is  the  son  of  George  W.,  and  Margaret  (Scott)  Hall,  the  former 
born  in  Sullivan  county,  New  York,  and  the  latter  in  West  Virginia.  The  father 
came  to  Polk  county,  Iowa,  early  in  the  ’50s,  and  here  met  the  lady  who  after¬ 
wards  became  his  wife.  He  was  a  farmer  and  also  taught  school  and  followed 
surveying  for  a  number  of  years.  He  took  an  active  part  in  the  development 
of  the  county  and  was  prominent  in  political  affairs,  serving  as  member  of  the 
election  board  of  the  county  and  in  other  capacities.  His  death  in  1893  was  the 
occasion  of  deep  regret  to  many  friends  and  acquaintances  who  admired  him 
for  his  manly  qualities.  Soon  after  he  arrived  in  this  county  he  entered  one 
hundred  and  forty  acres  in  Franklin  township,  which  became  the  family  home¬ 
stead.  Part  of  this  land  now  belongs  to1  an  uncle  of  our  subject.  There  were 
three  children  in  the  family  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hall:  Hubert;  Effie  Jane,  who  mar¬ 
ried  Henry  Miller  and  lives  at  Mitchellville ;  and  Clark  B. 

Educated  in  the  district  schools,  Mr.  Hall  of  this  review  was  reared  on  the 
home  farm  and  early  became  acquainted  with  the  details  of  agriculture  and 
stock  raising.  However,  he  turned  his  attention  to  mercantile  affairs  and  for 
two  years  has  been  identified  with  the  lumber  and  grain  business  at  Bondurant. 
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He  carries  a  large  and  well  selected  stock  of  lumber  and  building  materials. 
His  success  is  well  merited  as  he  devotes  his  best  energies  to  his  business  and  is 
highly  popular  with  the  people  throughout  a  radius  of  many  miles  around  Bon- 
durant.  He  is  unmarried,  and  socially,  is  identified  with  Pocahontas  Lodge  of 
Red  Men  at  Bondurant.  He  is  not  connected  with  any  religious  denomination 
but  is  friendly  toward  all  efforts  to  advance  the  permanent  welfare  of  his  fel¬ 
lows.  Politically  he  gives  his  support  to  the  democratic  party.  He  is  now  acting 
as  deputy  postmaster  of  Bondurant.  Energetic  and  capable  in  anything  he  un¬ 
dertakes,  he  represents  that  class  of  men  whose  minds  are  open  to  modern  lines 
of  progress  and  improvement  and  his  success  is  well  merited. 


JOHN  A.  McCALL. 

Prominent  among  the  lawyers  of  Des  Moines  is  John  A.  McCall,  who  for 
more  than  thirty-five  years  has  been  engaged  in  general  practice  in  this  city. 
He  has  also  been  an  important  factor  in  the  changes  which  have  been  wrought, 
making  Des  Moines  one  of  the  leading  cities  of  the  great  west.  A  native  of 
Polk  county,  he  was  born  on  the  15th  of  February,  1852,  and  is  a  son  of  Captain 
Thomas  Clifton  McCall,  who  was  for  forty-six  years  a  resident  of  Iowa.  Cap¬ 
tain  McCall  was  born  in  Ross  county,  Ohio,  September  4,  1827,  a  son  of  Samuel 
W.  and  Ann  (Clifton)  McCall,  and  was  of  Revolutionary  stock,  his  grand¬ 
fathers  on  both  sides  having  taken  part  in  the  war  for  independence,  while  Sam¬ 
uel  W.  McCall  was  a  soldier  of  the  War  of  1812.  The  last  named  was  a  native 
of  Kentucky  and  when  a  young  man  entered  the  army  as  a  private  and  was 
wounded  in  the  battle  of  McQuaggy.  After  the  war  he  settled  on  a  farm  in 
Ross  county,  Ohio,  where  he  engaged  in  farming  and  also  served  as  justice  of 
the  peace  and  sheriff  of  the  county. 

About  1836  the  family  removed  to  Fulton  county,  Illinois,  and  ten  years  later 
Thomas  C.  McCall  came  to  Iowa  and  afterward  taught  the  first  school  ever 
opened  in  Polk  county  east  of  Des  Moines.  He  was  a  merchant  at  Lafayette 
and  Rising  Sun  for  a  time  and  later  of  Des  Moines,  being  associated  in  this  city 
with  W.  W.  Moore.  He  was  also  interested  in  the  real-estate  business  in  Des 
Moines  but  in  1858  removed  to  the  town  of  Nevada.  In  1861  he  was  elected  a 
member  of  the  house  of  representatives,  serving  in  both  the  regular  and  extra 
sessions,  and  in  the  fall  of  1862  entered  the  army  as  quartermaster  of  the  Thirty- 
second  Iowa  Volunteer  Infantry,  with  the  rank  of  lieutenant,  participating  in 
the  Meridian,  Red  River  and  Tupelo  campaigns.  After  about  eighteen  months’ 
service  with  his  regiment  he  was  appointed  by  President  Lincoln  as  quarter¬ 
master  of  volunteers  with  the  rank  of  captain  and  so  continued  until  he  was  hon¬ 
orably  discharged  in  November,  1865.  He  then  returned  to  Nevada  and  became 
one  of  the  most  prominent  citizens  of  Story  county,  from  which  he  was  elected 
to  the  legislature,  being  a  member  of  the  lower  house  during  the  nineteenth  and 
twentieth  general  assemblies  and  a  member  of  the  senate  in  the  twenty-fourth 
general  assembly.  Politically  he  gave  his  support  to  the  republican  party  and 
fraternally  was  prominent  in  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  twice 
serving  as  a  representative  to  the  grand  lodge  of  the  state.  He  was  for  many 
years  an  elder  in  the  Presbyterian  church. 

Captain  McCall  was  three  times  married.  His  first  wife,  to  whom  he  was 
married  March  1,  1849,  was  Sarah  Amanda  Garrett,  a  native  of  Ohio  and  a 
daughter  of  William  and  Mary  (Dean)  Garrett,  of  Polk  county.  Her  father  was 
born  in  Abbeville,  South  Carolina,  but  her  mother  was  a  native  of  Ross  county, 
Ohio.  In  1847  they  came  to  Polk  county,  Iowa,  in  company  with  their  family 
and  were  participants  in  the  organization  of  the  First  Presbyterian  church  of 
Des  Moines.  Mr.  Garrett  served  in  the  capacity  of  elder  for  many  years  in  this 
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church  and  his  daughter  Sarah  Amanda  early  became  one  of  its  members.  She 
died  January  19,  1855,  leaving  as  her  only  surviving  child  John  A.  McCall,  whose 
name  introduces  this  sketch.  On  the  28th  of  October,  1858,  Captain  McCall 
wedded  Miss  Mary  A.  Boynton,  of  Marion,  Linn  county,  Iowa,  who  died  August 
4>  i§75-  There  were  seven  children  by  this  union,  three  of  whom  survive  the 
mother,  namely:  Mrs.  Minnie  E.  Cronnenwelt,  of  Monrovia,  California;  and  Fred 
C.  and  Edward  M.  McCall,  both  prominent  citizens  of  Story  county,  Iowa. 
The  father  was  again  married  October  10,  1876,  his  third  union  being  with  Miss 
Clara  Kennedy,  of  Carrollton,  Ohio,  and  to  them  was  born  one  child,  who  died 
infancy.  Captain  McCall  died  before  the  expiration  of  his  term  as  state  senator, 
passing  away  on  the  nth  of  August,  1892. 

John  A.  McCall  received  his  preliminary  education  in  the  public  schools  of 
Nevada  and  at  the  age  of  fourteen  matriculated  in  the  collegiate  department  of 
the  State  University  at  Iowa  City  and  was  graduated  from  the  law  department 
with  the  degree  of  LL.  B.  in  1872.  He  began  practice  in  Story  county  but  in 
^7 5?  _  desiring-  a  wider  field  for  his  labors,  he  removed  to  Des  Moines,  where  he 
has  since  made  his  home.  From  the  start  he  applied  himself  assiduously  to  his 
profession  and  soon  gained  recognition  as  a  young  man  of  unusual  energy  and 
decisiveness  of  character,  his  knowledge  of  law  and  his  skill  in  the  conduct  of 
cases  securing  for  him  a  liberal  patronage.  He  has  held  to  high  ideals  in  his 
profession  and  also  in  his  business  and  social  relations,  thus  commanding  the  con¬ 
fidence  of  his  brethren  at  the  bar  and  of  all  with  whom  he  has  come  in  contact. 
His  clientage  includes  many  of  the  leading  business  firms  as  well  as  many  of  the 
most  prominent  citizens  of  this  section. 


Politically  Mr.  McCall  is  a  stanch  republican,  but  he  is  a  man  of  broad  views 
and  in  purely  local  affairs  has  often  voted  irrespective  of  party  lines.  He  has 
never  held  any  public  office  except  that  of  attorney  for  the  board  of  supervisors, 
to  which  position  he  was  appointed  in  1880.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic 
order  and,  by  heredity,  of  the  Military  Order  of  the  Loyal  Legion.  Socially  he  is 
identified  with  the  Grant  Club,  in  which  he  has  taken  special  interest.  He  was 
one  of  the  originators  of  the  club  and  for  four  terms  served  as  a  member  of  the 
board  of  directors,  also  very  acceptably  occupying  the  office  of  vice  president. 
Always  thoroughly  competent  in  what  he  has  undertaken,  he  has  discharged  his 
various  duties  in  such  a  way  as  to  advance  the  best  interests  of  his  clients  and 
the  community,  and  his  name  is  a  synonym  for  reliability  and  progressiveness. 
Mr.  McCall  is  a  fluent  and  eloquent  orator  and  during  his  long  residence  in  Des 
Moines  has  been  placed  upon  numerous  and  various  programmes.  Retiring  by 
nature,  he  has  nevei  failed  to  rise  to  any  occasion  to  which  he  has  been  invited 
to  respond.  He  has  also  been  in  demand  as  a  campaign  and  convention  speaker 
but  has  never  been  a  candidate  for  office.  A  man  of  extensive  reading  and  wide 
observation,  he  possesses  a  richly  stored  mind,  especially  in  all  departments  of 
jurisprudence,  and  has  met  with  most  gratifying  success.  His  friends  are  many 
throughout  Des  Moines  and  this  part  of  the  state. 


JESSE  O.  WELLS. 

Des  Moines  had  taken  on  few  of  the  elements  of  city  life  when  the  Wells 
family  was  founded  within  its  borders,  and  in  all  the  intervening  years  repre¬ 
sentatives  of  the  name  have  figured  actively  in  support  of  all  that  stands  for 
progress  and  improvement  in  municipal  affairs  as  well  as  advancement  in  bus¬ 
iness  interests.  It  was  in  this  city  that  Jesse  O.  Wells  was  born  April  9,  1858. 
His  father,  Levi  J.  Wells,  was  a  native  of  Tunkhannock,  Pennsylvania,  born 
January  28,  1831.  His  first  American  ancestors  were  among  the  passengers  of 
the  Mayflower  from  England  and  settled  in  Connecticut.  Levi  I.  Wells  scent 
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the  period  of  his  minority  in  the  east,  and  in  1856  became  a  resident  of  Des 
Moines,  where  he  was  first  employed  in  hauling  brick  for  Jim  Savery,  who  was 
then  building  what  is  now  known  as  the  Kirkwood  Hotel.  Mr.  Wells,  however, 
was  a  carpenter  and  master  workman  and  in  i860  rebuilt  for  Alexander  Williams 
and  his  son  John  J.  the  old  dilapidated  flourmill  and  flood-beaten  dam  at  First 
and  Center  streets.  This  was  exclusively  a  toll  mill  and  was  a  business  enterprise 
of  vast  importance  to  the  farmers  and  the  community  at  large  for  more  than 
thirty  years,  but  was  finally  demolished  during  the  Civil  war  period.  Mr.  Wells 
continued  to  follow  contracting  and  building  and  at  the  time  of  hostilities  between 
the  north  and  the  south  was  an  ardent  advocate  of  the  Union  cause  but  did  not  en¬ 
list  because  of  physical  imperfection,  having  lost  a  thumb  and  two  fingers  from 
his  right  hand,  while  working  with  a  buzz  saw.  In  1866  he  leased  the  old  Grout 
House  at  the  corner  of  East  Seventh  street  and  Court  avenue,  which  was  then 
a  popular  home  for  legislators  and  state  officers,  including  ex-Governor  Gue, 
who  made  it  his  home  for  some  time.  But  Mr.  Wells  did  not  fancy  the  life  of  a 
hotel  host  and  after  a  year's  experience,  though  he  had  won  profit  in  the  ven¬ 
ture,  he  retired  and  resumed  building  operations,  erecting  buildings  on,  some 
of  his  east  side  property.  In  1868  he  purchased  of  George  Sneer  a  livery  stable 
on  the  west  half  of  the  present  Clapp  block,  adjoining  the  alley  on  Walnut 
street,  and  at  once  introduced  a  new  era  in  that  line  of  business  in  the  city.  He 
secured  hacks  and  buses  for  transporting  passengers  to  and  from  the  trains  and 
in  all  ways  kept  pace  with  the  rapid  advance  and  growth  of  the  city.  He  was 
a  lover  of  good  horses  and  usually  drove  some  fine  steppers.  His  business  pros¬ 
perity  continued  and  the  increased  patronage  necessitated  the  securing  of  larger 
and  more  commodious  quarters,  so  that  he  erected  a  four-story  brick  stable  on 
Fourth  street  and  not  long  afterward  a  large  four-story  brick  building  at  Ninth 
and  Mulberry  streets.  The  livery  business,  which  was  practically  established  by 
him,  is  the  oldest  in  the  city  and  since  his  death  has  been  carried  on  by  his  son 
Jesse. 

Levi  J.  Wells  was  a  man  of  sound  judgment  and  keen  sagacity  and  never 
faltered  in  the  performance  of  anything  that  he  undertook  until  success  had  been 
reached.  Upon  the  organization  of  the  German  Savings  Bank  hejiecame  a  stock¬ 
holder  and  was  one  of  the  board  of  directors,  while  some  years  later  he  was 
elected  president.  Socially,  he  was  genial,  affable  and  kind  hearted  and  he 
counted  his  friends  all  with  whom  he  came  in  contact,  for  his  many  good  qual¬ 
ities  immediately  won  their  warm  regard.  In  politics  he  was  a  republican  and 
actively  interested  in  the  success  of  the  party  but  was  never  an  office  seeker  on 
his  own  account.  He  exerted  a  good  influence  for  the  betterment  of  civic  af¬ 
fairs  and  his  fellow  townsmen,  appreciative  of  his  worth  and  public  spirit,  at 
length,  in  1891,  induced  him  to  accept  the  candidacy  of  alderman  of  the  Third 
ward.  The  count  of  the  March  election  showed  that  he  had  won  but  through 
some  misrepresentation  of  a  newly  introduced  statute  the  entire  city  election 
was  set  aside  and  another  held  in' April.  At  that  time  Levi  Wells  refused  to 
stand  for  election,  as  he  had  no  ambition  whatever  for  political  honors  or  activity. 
He  left  his  impress  for  good  upon  the  public  life  of  the  city  in  which  he  made 
his  home  for  almost  a  half  century,  passing  away  on  the  15th  of  February,  1902. 
His  first  wife,  who  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Mary  E.  Brown,  was  of  English 
descent  and  had  ancestral  connection  with  John  and  Priscilla  Alden.  She  was 
born  in  Pennsylvania  and  died  in  Des  Moines  in  1861,  leaving  two  sons  but  the 
elder,  William  B.  Wells,  passed  away  May  1 2,  1901.  For  his  second  wife  Mr 
Wells  married  Sarah  A.  Bailey,  a  daughter  of  Josiah  Bailey,  of  Alexandria! 
Ohio,  and  she  still  lives  in  Des  Moines. 

Jesse  O.  Wells  was  educated  in  the  schools  of  Des  Moines,  completing  the 
lgh-school  course  with  the  class  of  1874.  He  then  became  associated  with  his 
father  in  the  conduct  of  the  livery  business,  with  which  he  has  since  been  iden¬ 
tified  and  is  today  sole  proprietor  of  what  is  one  of  the  most  extensive  and 
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prosperous  undertakings  of  this  character  in  Des  Moines.  He  is  the  owner  of 
the  warehouse  property  at  Ninth  and  Mulberry  streets,  the  largest  single  building 
in  the  state.  He  is  also  a  large  stockholder  in  the  German  Savings  Bank  and  its 
president,  to  which  office  he  was  chosen  on  the  death  of  James  Watt,  having 
previously  served  as  vice  president  for  nine  years,  and  is  a  director  of  the 
Farmers  Savings  Bank  of  Carlisle,  Iowa. 

On  the  26th  of  October,  1881,  Mr.  Wells  was  married  to  Miss  Ida  Fish,  a 
daughter  of  Lloyd  Fish,  a  native  of  Pennsylvania.  Their  children  are:  Anna, 
who  was  born  August  16,  1882,  and  is  now  the  wife  of  William  D.  Philips’ 
their  home  being  at  No.  1920  Arlington  avenue,  Des  Moines;  Bessie,  at  home  ; 
Harold  R.,  who  wedded  Miss  Stella  K.  Gilcrest,  a  representative  of.  a  very 
prominent  family  of  this  city ;  Herbert,  who  was  born  in  Des  Moines  and  is  at 
home;  and  Mary  J.,  also  a  native  of  this  city.  They  have  also  lost  one  child, 
George  H.,  who  was  born  in  Des  Moines,  and  died  in  infancy.  The  family  home 
is  at  253  Franklin  avenue. 

In  politics  Mr.  Wells  has  been  a  republican  since  age  conferred  upon  him 
the  right  of  franchise  but  like  his  father,  he  has  no  ambition  for  office.  He  be¬ 
longs  to  the  Des  Moines  Club,  the  Commercial  and  the  Golf  and  Country  Club 
and  has  social  qualities  which  render  him  popular.  His  entire  life  has  been 
passed  in  Des  Moines  and  few  men  have  a  wider  acquaintance.  He  possesses 
excellent  business  qualifications  and  in  the  conduct  of  the  livery  business  as  well 
as  m  the  management  of  financial  affairs  he  has  met  with  success,  resulting 
1 10m  sound  judgment,  capable  direction  and  honorable  methods. 


CHARLES  H.  TASKETT. 


Even  as  a  young  man  just  entering  upon  his  business  career  Charles  H.  Taskett 
gave  evidence  of  the  admnable  qualities  he  has  shown  as  an  energetic  and  pro¬ 
gressive  citizen  and  today  he  is  one  of  the  prosperous  farmers  of  Bloomfield  town¬ 
ship.  He  is  a  native  of  Jefferson  county,  New  York,  born  March  i,  1836,  a  son 
of  Henry  and  Pamelia  (Alton)  Taskett  both  of  whom  were  born  m  the  Empire 
state.  In  1865  they  came  to  Des  Moines,  where  they  lived  for  one  year,  and 
then  removed  to  Bloomfield  township,  this  county.  There  the  father  bought 
fy  seres  of  land  at  ten  dollars  an  acre,  which  he  proceeded  to  improve,  the 
same,  land  now  being  worth  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  dollars  an  acre.  '  He 
remained  upon  his  farm  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  March  1903.  The 
mother  is  still  living  and  makes  her  home  with  her  son,  Charles  H  She  is  still 
m  the  enjoyment  of  good  health  although  she  has  arrived  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
hve  years.  Our  subject  had  four  sisters:  Hattie,  who  married  A.  C  Simonds 
of  Ida  county,  Iowa;  Ella,  who  married  J.  H.  Graham  and  lives  in  Clay  countv’ 
Julia,  the  wife  of  C.  C.  Webb,  of  Mount  Vernon,  New  York;  and  Mamie,  the 

widow  of  F.  L.  Bailey,  who  lived  on  the  homestead,  this  county,  and  died  about 
1907. 

Charles  H.  Taskett  received-  his  preliminary  education  in  New  York  state 
and  later  attended  the  district  schools  of  Polk  county  and  the  public  schools  of 
Des  Moines.  He  remained  with  his  parents  until  twenty-one  years  of  age  when 
he  began  farming  upon  his  own  account  by  renting  one  hundred  and  forty  acres 
of  land,  which  he  cultivated  in  such  .a  way  as  to  produce  very  satisfactory  re¬ 
turns  for  five  years.  Having  acquired  the  necessary  capital,  he  bought  eightv 
acres  of  land  which  was  partly  improved.  He  has  since  largely  increased  the 
value  of  the  place  by  the  erection  of  buildings  and  fences  and  has  improved  its 
appearance  by  setting  out  shade  and  ornamental  trees,  so  that  now  he  owns  one 
of  the  most  attractive  farms  of  the  size  in  this  part  of  the  county.  He  is  also 
the  owner  of  a  quarter  section  of  land  in  Arkansas  and  a  half  section  in  North 
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Dakota,  and  has  acquired  an  enviable  reputation  on  account  of  his  good  judgment 
in  business  affairs. 

He  is  unmarried  but  his  life  is  constantly  brightened  by  the  presence  of  his 
mother,  who  presides  over  the  household.  Religiously  he  gives  his  support  to 
the  Methodist  church  and  politically  is  an  adherent  of  the  republican  party.  He 
has  served  as  assessor  of  the  township  for  four  years,  as  school  director,  and 
is  now  secretary  of  the  school  board.  He  has  also  filled  the  office  of  road  super¬ 
visor  to  the  general  satisfaction  of  the  people.  Fraternally  he  is  connected  with 
the  T  eomen  lodge  at  Norwalk,  Iowa,  and  he  has  many  friends  in  that  beneficent 
organization.  He  is  favorably  known  on  account  of  his  strictly  honorable  meth¬ 
ods  in  business  and  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  representative  citizens  of  Polk 
county. 


JAMES  HANLEY. 

In  a  history  of  the  agricultural  development  of  Polk  countv  it  is  meet  that 
mention  be  made  of  James  Hanley,  whose  life  record  is  indicative  of  the  ad¬ 
vancement  that  can  be  made  by  the  individual  who  has  determination,  energy 
and  laudable  ambition  as  basic  elements  in  his  character,  for  Mr.  Hanley  came 
to  the  new  world  empty-handed  and  worked  his  way  upward  in  a  most  honorable 
and  straightforward  manner,  his  labor  being  the  source  of  the  prosperity  which 
ultimately  rewarded  him. 

He  was  born  in  County  Limerick,  Ireland,  in  1835,  a  son  of  John  and  Eliz¬ 
abeth  Hanley.  His  father  engaged  in  farming  on  an  extensive  scale  in  the 
Emerald  isle,  where  he  and  his  wife  spent  their  entire  lives.  Both  were  de¬ 
voted  members  of  the  Catholic  church  and  highly  respected  citizens.  Their 
family  of  six  children  included  Mary,  now  the  deceased  wife  of  Dennis  Buckley ; 
Bartholomew,  now  deceased,  who  resides  near  Portage,  Wisconsin;  Johanna, 
who  became  the  wife  of  Michael  Coughlin  and  died  in  Chicago;  James,  of  this 
review;  and  Margaret,  the  widow  of  Philip  Lawley,  of  Chicago. 

James  Hanley  pursued  his  education  in  his  native  country,  where  he  resided 
to  the  age  of  sixteen  years,  when  he  came  to  America,  first  settling  in  Dutchess 
county,  New  Tork.  He  was  employed  as  water  boy  in  connection  with  the  con¬ 
struction  work  of  the  Erie  Railroad  and  afterward  served  with  the  construction 
gang,  his  connection  with  the  railroad  covering  three  years.  Subsequently  he 
removed  to  Noble  county,  Indiana,  where  he  wras  variously  employed,  and  after¬ 
ward  became  a  resident  of  Livingston  county,  Illinois,  where  he  worked  on  the 
Chicago  &  Alton  railroad.  On  removing  to  Iowa  he  took  up  his  abode  in  Scott 
county,  where  he  was  employed  in  a  brickyard  for  a  year,  and  then  went  to  Ma¬ 
haska  county,  where  he  worked  in  the  flour-mill  for  a  year.  At  the  end  of  that 
time  be  came  to  Des  Moines,  in  1855,  and  with  the  capital  obtained  from  team¬ 
ing,  which  pursuit  he  followed  for  three  years,  he  purchased  eighty  acres  of 
wild  land  in  Warren  county,  which  he  held  for  a  time.  He  next  engaged  in 
farming  in  Polk  county  on  what  was  known  as  the  General  Tuttle  farm  and  on 
removing  to  Dallas  county  rented  and  cultivated  land  for  two  years.  On  the 
expiration  of  that  period  he  returned  to  Polk  county,  where  he  again  cultivated 
a  rented  farm  until  1865,  when  he  invested  in  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of 
land  in  Jefiferson  township.  Success  attended  his  efforts  in  a  marked  degree, 
his  diligence  enabling  him  to  overcome  difficulties  and  obstacles  in  his  path, 
while  persistency  of  purpose  constituted  the  force  that  made  him  in  time  one  of 
the  prosperous  agriculturists  of  the  community.  As  his  financial  resources  in¬ 
creased  he  added  to  his  holdings  until  at  his  death  he  owmed  twelve  hundred 
acres,  all  in  Jefiferson  township.  In  additon  he  rented  five  hundred  acres,  upon 
which  he  pastured  three  hundred  head  of  cattle  and  a  large  number  of  horses,  and 
about  two  hundred  head  of  hogs  annually.  He  was  possessed  of  excellent  ex- 
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ecutive  ability,  was  sagacious  and  far-sighted,  industrious  and  energetic,  and 
these  attributes  and  traits  of  character  were  the  basis  of  his  splendid  success. 
He  was  a  strong  example  of  a  self-made  man.  Coming  to  America  penniless, 
upon  the  foundation  of  his  own  industry  and  determination  he  built  the  super¬ 
structure  of  prosperity  and  his  energy,  sound  judgment  and  reliable  methods 
were  the  building  material  used. 

In  1858  Mr.  Hanley  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Anna  Callahan,  a  native 
of  County  Waterford,  Ireland,  but  she  lived  only  four  months  after  their  mar¬ 
riage.  Three  years  later,  in  1861,  he  wedded  Mary  Keyes,  who  was  born  in 
County  Limerick,  Ireland.  They  became  the  parents  of  four  children,  two  of 
whom  have  passed  away :  John,  who  was  drowned  at  the  age  of  twelve  years ; 
and  Patrick,  who  died  at  the  age  of  six  years.  James  and  George  P.  Hanley 
are  the  surviving  sons  of  the  family  and  are  mentioned  elsewhere  in  this  volume. 
The  mother  died  on  the  19th  of  January,  1878,  and  in  1879  Mr.  Hanley  was 
married  to  Miss  Hannah  Donahue,  who  was  born  in  County  Limerick,  Ireland, 
in  1834?  and  came  to  the  United  States  in  1856.  She  is  now  residing  in  Chicago. 

Mr.  Hanley’s  death,  which  occurred  on  the  27th  of  February,  1897,  was  the 
occasion  of  deep  regret  to  the  community  at  large,  where  he  was  universally 
esteemed.  Genial  and  social  in  dispositon.  fair  and  upright  in  his  dealings,  his 
death  was  greatly  deplored.  His  word  was  as  good  as  any  bond  ever  solemnized 
by  signature  or  seal,  and  he  was  a  stalwart  advocate  of  any  cause  which  he 
espoused.  From  the  time  he  attained  his  majority  he  gave  his  political  support 
to  the  democratic  party  and  while  he  never  sought  or  desired  office,  he  was  al¬ 
ways  loyal  to  his  belief  and  at  no  time  was  neglectful  of  the  duties  of  citizen¬ 
ship.  He  had  the  strongest  love  and  attachment  for  his  adopted  country  and 
was  ever  ready  to  cooperate  in  any  movement  for  the  welfare  of  the  community. 
There  was  about  him  no  pretense  but  a  genuine  worth  of  character  that  com¬ 
mended  him  to  the  confidence  and  good  will  of  all  and  brought  him  the  warm 
friendship  of  many. 


D.  H.  BUXTON. 

On  September  23,  1893,  D.  H.  Buxton  started  in  a  modest  way  the  Globe 
Machinery  &  Supply  Company  of  Des  Moines,  now  one  of  the  principal  con¬ 
cerns  of  the  kind  in  Iowa.  The  great  success  of  this  enterprise  has  been  due 
to  the  ability,  pluck  and  good  business  judgment  of  its  founder.  Its  prosperity 
indicates  that  he  possesses  special  aptitude  for  the  line  selected,  the  indications 
being  that  the  business  will  continue  to  develop  upon  a  still  larger  scale  in  the 
years  to  come.  He  was  born  in  Washington  county,  Maryland,  May  8,  i860, 
a  son  of  William  T.  and  Clarissa  (Snyder)  Buxton,  the  former  of  whom  was 
a  miller  by  trade.  Grandfather  Snyder  participated  in  the  war  of  1812  and  also 
in  the  Civil  war  and  in  this  branch  the  family  traces  its  relationship  to  General 
Israel  Putnam  of  Revolutionary  war  fame.  The  original  home  of  General  Put¬ 
nam  is  now  occupied  by  members  of  the  Snyder  family.  There  were  the  following 
children  in  the  family  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Buxton.  Of  these  Catherine  and  John 
are  deceased,  the  others  being  Jacob;  Almedia,  who  died  June  7,  1911;  Susan; 
Otho ;  David  H. ;  Noah ;  Curtis ;  and  one  son  who  died  in  infancy. 

D.  H.  Buxton  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  his  native  county  and 
in  the  high  school  at  Keedysville,  Maryland.  Thrown  upon  his  own  resources  at 
the  age  of  sixteen  years  by  the  death  of  his  father,  he  worked  on  a  farm  for 
eleven  dollars  per  month  and  saved  sufficient  money  from  his  wages  to  pay  his 
way  through  school  during  the  following  winter.  In  his  nineteenth  year  he 
came  to  Iowa  and  began  teaching  in  the  public  schools,  which  occupation  he  con¬ 
tinued  for  ten  terms.  He  next  pursued  a  commercial  course  at  the  old  Bower 
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Business  College  of  Des  Moines  and  then  entered  the  employ  of  George  L.  Jar- 
rett  in  the  mill  supply  business  as  bookkeeper,  being  promoted,  however,  from 
time  to  time  until  1893,  when  he  began  business  in  the  same  line  on  his  own 
account.  That  year  he  established  the  Globe  Machinery  &  Supply  Company 
in  a  small  room  on  the  second  floor  of  a  building  on  East  Walnut  street  in  this 
city.  After  six  months,  however,  a  larger  space  being  necessary,  he  moved  to 
the  Iowa  Hotel  block,  occupying  the  first  floor  with  a  frontage  of  twenty-two 
feet.  His  next  move  was  to  No.  209  Court  street,  where  for  a  few  years  he 
occupied  three  floors,  then  taking  up  his  quarters  at  Nos.  414-418  Court  avenue 
where  he  had  the  use  of  two  floors  and  basement.  In  1909  he  moved  the  office 
and  storeroom  to  Nos.  205-209  West  Court  avenue,  also  maintaining  a  factory 
and  shops  at  Nos.  312-328  Southwest  Seventh  street.  The  business  has  grown 
remarkably  and  has  extended  to  all  parts  of  this  and  surrounding  states,  showing 
a  development  that  has  reflected  great  credit  upon  its  founder.  The  house 
handles  steam  supplies  and  heavy  machinery,  including  boilers,  engines,  pumps 
and  engineers'  mill,  mining  and  factory  supplies.  It  also  manufactures  brick 
dryer  cars,  concrete  mixers,  dump  pans  for  coal  mines,  and* an  extensive  line 
of  farm  and  road  drags,  aiming  to  meet  all  demands  along  this  line  and  giving 
employment  at  present  to  about  sixty  persons. 

On  the  20th  day  of  November,  1884,  Mr.  Buxton  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Miss  Mary  Almedia  Thompson,  a  native  of  Boone  county,  Iowa,  and  a 
daughter  of  Albert  P.  and  Martha  M.  (McCaskey)  Thompson.  The  father  was 
one  of  the  well  known  farmers  of  Boone  county.  Two  children  came  to  brighten 
the  home  of  Air.  and  Mrs.  Buxton  :  Beatrice  Olive,  who  was  born  May  9,  1887, 
and  is  the  wife  of  Fred  W.  Swanson,  a  record  of  whom  appears  elsewhere  in 
this  work;  and  Leona  Marie,  who  was  born  February  23,  1895,  and  is  now  a 
pupil  in  the  junior  class  of  the  high  school  at  Long  Beach,  California. 

Mr.  Buxton  ever  since  arriving  at  the  age  of  manhood  has  given  his  support 
to  the  republican  party  and  is  a  stanch  believer  in  its  principles.  He  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Christian  church  and  is  very  prominent  in  fraternal  and  social  organ¬ 
izations  of  the  city,  holding  membership  in  the  Masonic  order  and  the  Shrine, 
the  Knights  of  Pythias,  the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks,  the  Mod¬ 
ern  Woodmen  of  America,  the  Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen  and  the 
Knights  of  the  Maccabees.  His  club  affiliations  include  the  Grant,  Des  Moines, 
Commercial,  Des  Moines  Business  Men’s  and  Men’s  Clubs.  In  fishing  Mr. 
Buxton  finds  recreation,  also  in  mountain  hunting,  motoring  and  other  out¬ 
door  sports.  He  is  a  man  of  pleasing  address  and  possesses  social  qualities  that 
have  attracted  many  friends.  In  business  he  is  clear-minded,  alert  and  pro¬ 
gressive,  making  good  use  of  his  opportunities  and  never  permitting  himself 
to  become  discouraged  by  difficulties.  It  is  men  of  this  class  who  control  the 
large  interests  of  the  country  and  constitute  the  leaders  in  the  modern  world. 


GEORGE  A.  YOUNG. 

In  the  official  ranks  of  the  fraternal  insurance  organizations  probably  none 
have  made  more  rapid  advancement  than  George  A.  Young  the  supreme  presi¬ 
dent  of  The  Homesteaders.  He  has  been  identified  with  the  work  for  less  than 
a  decade,  during  which  period  he  has  filled  some  of  the  most  important  offices 
of  the  companies  with  which  he  has  been  affiliated.  He  comes  of  Scotch-Irish 
ancestors  and  was  born  in  Fairfield,  Jefferson  countyq  Iowa,  on  the  nth  of 
January,  1866,  his  parents  being  Jesse  and  Sara  J.  (Murphy)  Young.  The 
father  was  a  native  of  Ohio,  but  his  family  was  one  of  the  first  to  settle  at 
Shiloh,  Indiana,  where  they  played  an  important  part  in  the  early  history  of 
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that  state.  Marry  relatives  are  still  residents  of  Indianapolis,  Franklin  and  other 
cities  of  Indiana. 

Jesse  Young  migrated  to  Iowa  in  1852,  locating  in  Jefferson  county.  He 
served  in  the  Iowa  legislature  in  the  early  days  when  the  state  capitoi  was 
located  at  Iowa  City  and  was  an  active  worker  in  the  Presbyterian  church 
for  over  sixty  years.  In  1880  he  came  to  Des  Moines  where  for  a  time  he  was 
engaged  in  the  grocery  business.  He  retired  from  active  work  in  1889,  thereafter 
making  his  home  with  his  children.  He  was  living  with  a  son  at  Indianapolis 
when  he  passed  away  on  the  2d  of  March,  1903,  at  the  venerable  age  of  eighty- 
seven  years,  having  survived  his  wife  for  nearly  twenty  years,  her  demise  oc¬ 
curring  in  September,  1883.  Six  children  were  born  to  this  union,  the  son  George 
being  the  fifth  in  order  of  birth. 

George  A.  Young  attended  the  public  schools  of  Fairfield  and  Des  Moines 
until  he  had  attained  the  age  of  nineteen  years,  when  he  laid  aside  his  text-books 
to  become  a  clerk  in  one  of  the  retail  stores  of  the  capital  city.  He  continued 
in  this  work  for  several  years,  afterward  occupying  the  position  of  bookkeeper 
and  solicitor  with  a  wholesale  cement  company,  where  he  remained  until  1904, 
when  he  became  identified  with  the  Brotherhood  of  American  YYomen  as  district 
deputy  anti  field  manager.  He  continued  in  their  service  until  the  1st  of  January, 
1906,  when  he  withdrew  in  order  to  affiliate  as  district  manager  with  The  Home¬ 
steaders  Fraternal  Insurance  Society,  which  was  being  organized  at  that  time* 
The  following  year  he  was  appointed  assistant  general  field  manager,  remaining 
in  this  office  until  October,  1909,  when  he  was  elected  vice  president  of  the  order. 
In  May,  1910,  he  received  the  appointment  of  supreme  president  by  the  board  of 
directors  to  fill  the  vacancy  caused  by  the  resignation  of  John  E.  Paul. 

In  Des  Moines  on  the  2d  of  April,  1889,  Mr.  Young  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Aliss  Emma  C.  Jackson,  of  Sioux  City,  Iowa.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Young  affiliate  with 
the  Unitarian  church,  while  he  is  identified  with  the  Masons,  Pioneer  Lodge, 
No.  22,  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  Center  Star  Lodge,  No.  588, 
and  also  the  Brotherhood  of  American  Yeomen.  While  an  ardent  democrat 
Mr.  Young  always  gives  his  support  to  the  best  candidate  regardless  of  party, 
having  no  political  aspiration  himself.  However,  he  is  always  actively  interested 
in  all  civic  affairs.  Mr.  Young’s  marked  progress  during  the  period  of  his 
official  connection  with  fraternal  orders  is  entirely  attributable  to  his  ability  as  an 
organizer,  director  and  solicitor,  in  each  of  which  lines  he  possesses  unusual 
powers. 


JOHN  K.  GRAHAM. 

One  of  Polk  county’s  successful  agriculturists  is  John  K.  Graham,  who  owns 
one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  in  Washington  township.  He  was  born  in  Somerset 
county,  Pennsylvania,  on  the  10th  of  February,  1856,  a  son  of  George  S.  and 
Susan  (Knepper)  Graham,  also  natives  of  the  Keystone  state.  The  father,  who 
was  a  physician  and  surgeon,  came  to  Iowa  with  his  family  in  1857,  locating  on 
a  half  section  of  land  in  Clear  Creek  township,  Jasper  county,  which  he  entered 
from  the  government.  He  immediately  engaged  in  the  improvement  and  culti¬ 
vation  of  this  land,  upon  which  he  continued  to  reside  until  he  passed  away.  In 
connection  with  the  operation  of  his  homestead  Dr.  Graham  engaged  in  the 
practice  of  his  profession,  but  often  times,  owing  to  the  demands  made  upon  his 
time  as  a  physician,  as  the  country  became  more  thickly  populated,  the  supervision 
of  the  farm  was  left  to  his  sons.  He  passed  away  in  May,  1884,  and  his  wife, 
who  has  attained  the  venerable  age  of  eighty  years,  now  makes  her  home  in  Des 
Moines. 

The  early  years  of  John  K.  Graham,  with  the  exception  of  the  first  two,  were 
spent  on  the  homestead  in  Jasper  county,  and  he  attended  the  district  schools  in 
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the  acquirement  of  his  education.  He  remained  with  his  parents  until  he  was 
twenty-seven  years  of  age,  at  which  time  he  was  married.  He  subsequently  went 
to  farming  for  himself  and  bought  eighty  acres  of  land,  which  he  improved  and 
cultivated  for  ten  years.  Disposing  of  his  property  at  the  expiration  of  that 
time  he  came  to  Polk  county,  purchasing  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land 

in  Washington  township.  Here  he  has  ever  since  resided  and  has  added  another 
forty  acres  to  his  original  tract. 

In  October,  1884,  was  solemnized  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Graham  and  Perlina 
Wentworth  a  daughter  of  William  and  Lucretia  (Nevius)  Woods  the  father 
a  native  of  Ohio  and  the  mother  of  New  York.  Mr.  Woods,  who  was  a  farmer 
owned  a  laige  tract  of  land  in  Ohio,  which  he  cultivated  until  1876  when  he 
came  to  Polk  county.  On  locating  here  he  bought  the  farm  upon  which  Mr 
Graham  now  resides  operating  it  for  about  four  years.  He  then  sold  and  pur- 
chased  a  place  near  Mingo  in  Jasper  county,  where  he  was  residing  at  the  time 

°D,S  C?ISe,,0n  I  6  2th  0ctober’  I9°5-  Mrs.  Woods  passed  away  on  the 

18th  of  March  1874.  By  the  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Graham  there  have  been 
born  three  children:  Edna  who  became  the  wife  of  C.  L.  Gifford,  a  merchant 

at  Farrar;  Winifred,  who  lives  at  home;  and  George  William,  who  is  a  youth 
of  sixteen  years.  y 

nr  }u  Jratt?,rS  °f  faitbthe  v,ews  of  the  family  coincide  with  the  creed  of  the 
Methodist  Protestant  church,  in  which  the  parents  hold  membership,  while  his 

political  support  Mr.  Graham  gives  to  the  candidates  of  the  democratic  party 
During  the  seventeen  years  of  his  residence  in  Washington  township  he  has  given 
evidence  of  possessing  those  qualities,  in  both  his  public  and  private  relations 

which  instinctively  win  for  him  the  esteem  of  those  with  whom  he  comes  in 
contact. 


GEORGE  M.  CHRISTIAN. 

George  M.  Christian,  the  leading  hotel  proprietor  of  Des  Moines,  is  the 
president  of  five  hotel  companies,  including  the  Savory  of  this  city.  His  birth 
occurred  in  Chicago  Illinois,  on  the  19th  of  June,  1847,  his  parents  being  David 
William  and  Lucy  A.  Christian.  The  father,  a  cabinetmaker  and  contractor  of 
Chicago,  settled  there  at  an  early  day. 

George  M.  Christian  spent  the  first  twenty-three  years  of  his  life  in  the 
western  metropolis  and  obtained  his  education  in  its  public  schools.  After  putting 
aside  his  text-books  he  worked  as  a  messenger  and  office  boy  for  Stephen  4 
Douglas  who  was  at  that  time  president  of  the  United  States  Fair,  which  was 
held  in  Chicago  in  1861.  Subsequently  he  was  employed  as  a  collector  on  the 
Chicago  Tribune  and  the  Chicago  Republican  until  1866,  while  in  1868  he  con¬ 
ducted  a  restaurant  in  Chicago.  In  1870  he  came  to  Iowa,  locating  in  Grinnell 
Poweshiek  county  where  he  engaged  in  business  as  a  hotel  proprietor  until  iqoi’ 
first  conducting  the  Grinnell  House  and  later  the  Chapin  House.  In  1888  he 
was  a  delegate  to  the  republican  national  convention  in  Chicago,  which  nominated 
Harrison  for  the  presidency,  being  at  that  time  a  member  of  the  Iowa  state 
central  committee.  The  same  year  he  was  appointed  assistant  superintendent 
of  railway  mail  service,  acting  in  that  capacity  for  one  year,  after  which  he  was 
transferred  to  the  position  of  postoffice  inspector,  which  he  held  for  nine  years. 
Jn  T 890  he  was  appointed  United  States  marshal  for  the  southern  district  of 
iowa  likewise  holding,  that  important  office  for  nine  years.  During  all  of  this 
time  he  had  continued  in  the  hotel  business.  In  1903  he  opened  the  Elliott  Hotel 
m  Des  Moines  and  is  now  the  president  of  five  hotel  companies,  as  follows  •  the 
Savory  Elliott  and  Oxford,  of  Des  Moines ;  the  Lacey,  of  Oskaloosa ;  and  the 
Hotel.  Keokuk,  of  Keokuk,  Iowa.  For  two  years,  from  1884  until  1886,  he  was  the 
proprietor  of  the  Hotel  Colfax,  of  Colfax,  this  state.  He  has  intimate  knowledge 
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of  all  the  details  of  good  hotel  keeping  and  neglects  nothing  that  can  add  to  the 
comfort  of  his  guests.  He  is  also  a  director  of  the  Century  Savings  Bank  of  Des 
Moines.  Though  most  of  his  time  is  spent  in  Des  Moines,  he  has  retained  his 
residence  in  Grinnell  for  the  past  forty-one  years. 

In  1869  Mr.  Christian  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Maggie  Rowse,  a 
daughter  of  J.  B.  Rowse,  of  Davenport,  Iowa.  Unto  them  were  born  six  chil¬ 
dren,  four  of  whom  are  still  living,  namely :  George  H.,  the  manager  of  the 
Oxford  Hotel  at  Des  Moines;  Jessie  I.,  who  is  studying  vocal  music  in  Paris 
Alma,  who  is  still  under  the  parental  roof ;  and  Margaret,  who  is  a  high  school 
teacher  in  Minneapolis,  Minnesota. 

In  politics  Mr.  Christian  is  a  stanch  republican,  loyally  supporting  .the  men 
and  measures  of  that  party.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Grant  Club  and  the  Franklin 
Club  of  Grinned  and  is  likewise  a  worthy  exemplar  of  the  Masonic  fraternity,, 
belonging  to  the  commandery  and  the  shrine.  His  good  qualities,  and  they  are 
many,  have  strongly  endeared  him  to  those  with  whom  he  has  been  associated 
and  wherever  he  is  known  he  is  popular  with  a  large  circle  of  friends. 


ARCHIE  FRICK. 

Archie  Frick,  who  has  been  prominently  identified  with  the  agricultural  inter¬ 
ests  of  Union  township  for  a  period  of  more  than  thirty  years,  was  born  on  the 
7th  of  September,  i860,  in  Rock  Island  county,  Illinois.  He  is  a  son  of  Michael 
and  Matilda  (Benson)  Frick,  the  father  a  native  of  Pennsylvania  and  the  mother 
of  Sweden.  Michael  Frick  was  but  one  year  of  age  when  the  family  removed 
to  Illinois,  where  he  grew  to  manhood  and  was  married.  He  died  shortly  after 
passing  the  twenty-seventh  anniversary  of  his  birth,  leaving  a  young  wife  and 
three  children.  Alice,  the  eldest  child,  married  F.  A.  Anderson,  of  Moline,  Illi¬ 
nois,  in  which  city  they  continued  to  reside,  and  she  has  become  the  mother  of 
three  children.  Walter  Frick,  the  second  in  the  family,  married  Miss  Ellen 
Peterson,  of  Henry  county,  Illinois,  and  they  have  six  children  and  live  in 
Union  township,  this  county.  Mrs.  Frick,  some  time  after  the  death  of  her  first 
husband, .  married  John  Thompson  but  in  1869  she  passed  away. 

Archie  Frick  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  Illinois  and  in  1878  he 
came  to  Iowa  with  his  uncle  Isaac  Benson,  with  whom  he  made  his  home  until 
he  had  attained  his  majority,  at  which  time  he  formed  a  partnership  with  his 
brother  Walter  and  they  farmed  as  renters.  In  1885  they  had  acquired  the 
necessary  capital  to  enable  them  to  become  property  owners,  so  they  purchased 
one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land  which  is  now  included  in  our  subject’s 
homestead.  They  added  to  their  tract  later  so  that  at  the  dissolution  of  the 
partnership  in  the  spring  of  1889  they  each  had  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres. 
Mr.  Frick  engages  in  general  farming  and  stock-raising  and  has  met  with  most 
gratifying  success  in  his  undertakings.  Pie  has  always  most  persistently  and 
perseveringly  pursued  the  course  determined  upon  in  his  youth  and  in  conse¬ 
quence  is  today  known  as  one  of  the  affluent  citizens  of  his  township.  He  is  a 
man  of  progressive  ideas  and  methods,  always  ready  to  adopt  any  system  which 
seems  practical.  His  farm  is  thoroughly  modern  in  all  of  its  appointments  and 
improvements  ;  his  land  is  tiled  and  substantially  fenced ;  while  the  residence  and 
outbuildings  are  well  constructed  and  kept  in  repair.  His  is  one  of  the  best 
pieces  of  farming  land  in  that  section  of  the  county  and  at  the  present  time 
consists  of  five  hundred  and  twenty  acres  on  sections  12  and  1,  Union  township, 
and  he  and  his  brother  also  jointly  own  a  section  in  Wyoming. 

Mr.  Frick  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Clara  Benson,  a  daughter  of  N.  P. 
and  Christina  (Peterson)  Benson,  in  the  spring  of  1887.  Her  parents  were 
natives  of  Sweden,  emigrating  to  the  United  States  in  their  youth,  and  after 
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their  marriage  they  lived  on  a  farm  in  Illinois  until  Mr.  Benson’s  death  on  the 
9th  of  November,  1903,  at  the  age  of  fifty-nine  years.  He  was  a  veteran  of  the 
Civil  war,  having  enlisted  in  Company  H,  Nineteenth  Illinois  Volunteer  Infantry 
in  1861,  and  serving  until  the  close  of  hostilities.  He  was  at  the  front  in  many 
important  battles  and  was  for  a  short  time  in  Andersonville  prison  but  was 
released  on  exchange.  Mr.  Benson  was  a  member  of  the  R.  H.  Graham  Post, 
No.  312,  G.  A.  R.,  Moline,  Illinois,  nearly  every  member  of  which  organization 
was  present  at  his  funeral  services,  and  he  was  laid  to  rest  in  Hartsell  cemetery, 
Moline.  Mrs.  Benson  is  living  at  the  age  of  sixty-three  and  still  makes  her  home 
in  Moline.  Mrs.  Frick  is  the  eldest  in  a  family  of  eight  children,  her  birth  occur¬ 
ring  on  the  20th  of  October,  1856,  and  by  her  marriage  became  the  mother  of 
five  children,  as  follows :  Junetta,  at  home ;  Lyman,  who  married  Cassie  Bur- 
key  and  is  living  in  this  county;  Roy  and  May,  at  home;  and  the  fifth  who  died 
in  infancy. 

The  family  attend  the  services  of  the  Methodist  church  of  Sheldahl,  of  which 
denomination  Mrs.  Frick  is  a  member.  Mr.  Frick’s  political  affiliation  is  with  the 
republican  party,  as  he  considers  that  its  policy  of  the  centralization  of  power 
and  the  protection  of  home  industries  is  best  adapted  to  subserve  the  interests 
of  the  majority.  He  has  ahvays  zealously  participated  in  educational  matters,  at 
all  times  endeavoring  to  promote  the  adoption  of  such  measures  as  he  felt  assured 
would  improve  the  standard  of  the  schools.  He  is  secretary  of  the  school  board 
and  has  been  for  sixteen  years,  and  is  also  one  of  the  township  trustees.  Mr. 
Frick  is  one  of  the  public-spirited  citizens  of  his  community,  contributing  his 
support  to  every  movement  which  bespeaks  advancement,  and  as  such  is  highly 
esteemed  and  regarded. 


ALEXANDER  LEDERER. 

The  life  of  Alexander  Lederer,  who  was  for  many  years  actively  engaged  in 
business  in  Des  Moines,  presented  a  striking  example  of  large  success  in  mercan¬ 
tile  affairs  attained  through  habits  of  industry  and  application  and  controlled  by 
principles  of  rectitude  and  honor.  He  was  a^  native  of  Carlsbad,  Bohemia,  born 
August  12,  1832,  a  son  of  Joachim  and  Leo  (Myers)  Lederer.  He  received  a 
good  education  in  his  native  land  and  came  to  America  after  reaching  manhood, 
making  his  home  for  eleven  years  at  Davenport,  Iowa.  His  only  capital  at  the 
beginning  of  his  career  in  the  new  world  consisted  of  his  integrity  and  energy 
and  a  keen  business  judgment,  which  he  developed  to  an  unusual  degree  in  the 
course  of  his.  contact  with  his  fellowmen.  He  engaged  successfully  in  the  cloth¬ 
ing  business  in  his  own  name  during  the  period  of  the  Civil  war,  when  times  in 
the  north  were  good  and  money  plentiful,  attaining  marked  financial  success. 

In  1865,  believing  that  wider  opportunities  were  presented  at  the  capital  of 
the  state,  he  removed  to  Des  Moines  and  entered  into  partnership  with  Moses 
Strauss  in  the  retail  clothing  business.  Ten  years  later  they  sold  out  and  em¬ 
barked  in  the  retail  and  later  the  wholesale  millinery  business,  under  the  firm 
name  of  Lederer  &  Strauss,  subsequently  admitting  to  the  firm  Max  Schloss  and 
Morris  Samish.  Air.  Lederer  devoted  his  attention  very  closely  to  business  and 
financial  affairs,  and  the  house  gained  a  position  as  one  of  the  most  substantial 
and  flourishing  concerns  of  the  kind  in  the  west.  For  many  years  he  was  vice 
president  of  the  Citizens  Bank  and  was  also  a  director  of  the  State  Savings  Bank. 

On  the  28th  of  February,  1868,  Mr.  Lederer  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Emma  Samish,  a  daughter  of  L.  Samish.  She  proved  to  him  a  loving  and  faith¬ 
ful  companion.  He  was  affiliated  with  Jonathan  Lodge,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  was  a 
sincere  upholder  of  the  fraternal  principles  of  that  organization.  He  was  the 
first  man  to  become  interested  in  the  founding  of  a  synagogue  in  Des  Moines. 
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In  fact  the  congregation  was  organized  in  his  home  and  he  was  elected  its  presi¬ 
dent,  serving  as  such  for  many  years.  He  was  perhaps  the  most  unostentatious 
giver  to  charity  in  the  city,  for  his  gifts  were  many  and  few  besides  the  recipient 
knew  of  them.  He  made  a  study  of  social  questions  and  took  an  active  interest 
in  many  enterprises  of  a  charitable  nature.  He  also  did  much  for  the  improve¬ 
ment  of  the  city.  This  worthy  citizen  and  lover  of  his  fellowmen  passed  from 
earthly  scenes  January  19,  1898,  and  the  announcement  of  his  death  was  greeted 
with  general  expressions  of  regret.  He  was  held  by  his  associates  and  friends 
m  highest  regard  and  to  his  family  he  was,  indeed,  a  true  husband  and  father, 
never  considering  any  inconvenience  or  sacrifice  too  great  if  it  added  to  their  hap¬ 
piness.  Mrs.  Lederer  is  an  esteemed  lady  and  is  deeply  interested  in  assisting 
those  less  fortunate  than  herself. 


CONRAD  HUG. 

Among  the  public-spirited  and  enterprising  citizens  of  Madison  township 
must  be  numbered  Conrad  Hug,  who  is  living  on  a  farm  of  one  hundred  and 
seventy-five  acres  on  sections  25  and  35.  He  was  born  in  Switzerland  on  the 
10th  of  August,  1844,  and  is  a  son  of  Adam  and  Elizabeth  Hug,  who  were  also 
natives  of  that  country,  where  they  spent  their  entire  lives  and  were  laid  to 
rest.  _  There  were  but  two  children  in  the  family,  the  daughter,  Mary,  has  never 
married  and  makes  her  home  in  the  country  of  her  nativity. 

Conrad  Hug  was  educated  in  the  common  schools  of  his  native  land,  of 
which  he  remained  a  subject  until  his  twenty-eighth  year.  He  then  decided  that 
the  opportunities  afforded  ambitious  young  men  in  the  newer  and  larger  republic 
of  America  were  greater  and  more  readily  procured  than  in  his  fatherland,  and 
he  emigrated  to  the  United  States.  Upon  his  arrival  in  this  country  he  went 
directly  to  Chicago,  where  he  remained  four  months,  and  then  located  in  Polk 
county,  Iowa.  He  is  a  wagon-maker  by  trade  and  obtained  a  position  in  a  shop 
in  Polk  City,  which  he  retained  four  years,  and  then  he  opened  an  establishment 
of  his  own,  with  which  he  was  identified  until  1886.  At  that  time  he  embarked 
in  the  business  of  manufacturing  tile  and  in  1888  was  appointed  assignee  of  the 
plant,  which  under  his  capable  management  was  soon  able  to  resume  regular 
operations.  He  bought  one-half  interest  in  it  but  at  the  present  time  it  is  closed 
down.  In  1909  he  purchased  the  property  where  he  now  lives  and  moved  upon 
it  m  the  spring  of  1910.  •  Here  he  engages  in  general  farming  and  stock-raising, 
in  both  of  which  he  is  meeting  with  success.  Mr.  Hug  is  a  man  possessed  of 
more  than  average  business  acumen,  as  in  addition  to  his  homestead  and  interest 
in  the  tile  business  he  has  another  tract  of  one  hundred  and  ninety-five  acres  in 
this  county.  He  possesses  all  the  thrift,  persistence  and  diligence  which  charac¬ 
terize  the  Swiss  people,  as  well  as  the  patience  and  cheerful  acceptance  of  small 
returns,  which  to  optimistic  natures  are  the  heralds  of  success. 

Mr.  Hug  completed  his  arrangements  for  a  home  of  his  own  by  his  marriage, 
in  1877,  to  Miss  Catherine  Ritter,  a  daughter  of  Conrad  and  Margaret  (Ritter) 
Ritter,  also  natives  of  Switzerland,  in  which  country  they  spent  their  entire  lives. 
Mrs.  Plug  is  the  younger  of  the  two  children  born  to  her  parents,  her  natal  day 
being  the  nth  of  April,  1855.  Her  brother,  Conrad,  who  is  married  and  has  a 
family,  has  always  remained  in  the  land  of  his  birth.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hug 
have  been  born  six  children,  as  follows:  Elizabeth,  the  eldest,  married  C.  V. 
Ryan,  of  this  county,  and  they  have  one  child  and  reside  in  Ankeny,  this  state. 
John,  who  married  Louisa  Mossman,  is  living  in  Cerro  Gordo  county.  Lena, 
Ritta,  Fritz  and  Harry  are  all  single  and  live  at  home. 

The  family  attend  the  services  of  the  Congregational  church  in  Polk  City,  of 
which  denomination  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hug  are  members,  while  fraternally  he  is 
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affiliated  with  the  Masons,  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and  the 
Modern  Woodmen  of  America.  Ever  since  becoming  a  naturalized  citizen  of 
the  United  States  he  has  given  his  political  support  to  the  republican  party, 
because  its  basic  principles  most  nearly  conform  to  his  idea  of  a  government 
adapted  to  meet  the  needs  of  the  majority.  He  has  always  stood  high  in  the 
regard  of  his  fellow  citizens,  who  elected  him  to  all  of  the  township  offices,  the 
responsibilities  of  which  he  faithfully  and  capably  discharged.  Both  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Hug  are  well  regarded  in  the  community  where  they  are  living  and  have 
been  accorded  the  hospitality  of  the  best  homes  during  the  period  of  their 
residence  here. 


NATHANIEL  McCLURE  STARK. 

Among  the  prominent  contractors  of  Des  Moines  should  be  named  Nathaniel 
McClure  Stark,  senior  member  of  the  firm  of  N.  M.  Stark  &  Company,  which 
has  been  in  existence  for  seventeen  years  and  is  widely  known  in  Iowa.  Mr. 
Stark  was  born  at  Indianola,  Warren  county,  Iowa,  May  18,  1863,  a  son  of  Jacob 
and  Luthere  (McClure)  Stark,  the  latter  of  whom  was  born  near  Crittenden, 
in  Boone  county,  Kentucky.  His  father  was  born  November  9,  1830.  at  Geneva, 
New  York,  the  son  of  Alexander  and  Hester  (Fitzwatter)  Stark.  Removing 
to  Ohio,  the  family  located  on  a  farm  in  Clermont  county,  which  now  forms  the 
present  site  of  Batavia,  the  county  seat  of  that  county.  The  father  of  our  sub¬ 
ject  became  a  pioneer  of  Iowa,  traveling  west  by  water  and  arriving  about  1852. 
He  engaged  in  the  hardware  business  at  Indianola  and  in  1865  took  up  his  resi¬ 
dence  in  Des  Moines,  where  he  continued  to  reside  during  the  remainder  of  his 
life.  He  died  October  22,  1884,  and  the  mother,  who  was  born  October  9,  1838, 
passed  away  July  9,  1906. 

Nathaniel  M.  Stark  arrived  in  Des  Moines  with  his  parents  during  his  infancy 
and  received  his  early  education  in  the  public  schools  of  this  city.  Later  he 
entered  the  engineering  department  of  the  State  Agricultural  College  at  Ames 
and  having  completed  the  course  at  that  institution  served  for  six  months  with 
an  engineering  party  on  the  Elkhorn  Railroad,  now  a  part  of  the  Northwestern 
Railway  system.  About  1888  he  became  agent  for  the  King  Bridge  Company, 
of  Cleveland,  Ohio,  and  gained  a  practical  knowledge  of  bridge  construction  that 
has  been  of  great  benefit  to  him  in  his  business.  In  1894  he  was  associated  with 
Lynn  J.  Tuttle,  a  record  of  whom  appears  elsewhere  in  this  work,  in  the  organi¬ 
zation  of  the  firm  of  N.  M.  Stark  &  Company,  builders  of  reinforced  concrete 
bridges  and  also  consulting  engineers.  He  was  consulting  engineer  on  the  viaduct 
erected  by  the  city  of  Fort  Dodge  at  a  cost  of  over  one  hundred  and  twenty-five 
thousand  dollars  and  is  especially  proud  of  the  concrete  bridge  which  crosses 
Squaw  creek  at  Ames,  connecting  the  town  with  the  college.  He  was  the  designer 
and  builder  of  this  structure,  which  is  one  of  the  most  beautiful  and  substantial 
of  the  kind  in  the  state  and  will  long  stand  as  a  monument  to  his  ability. 

In  1890  Mr.  Stark  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Minnie  Sharp  Givin,  a 
daughter  of  John  and  Margaret  (McDermott)  Givin.  Mr.  Givin  was  one  of  the 
pioneer  railroad  builders  and  operators  of  Iowa  and  built  the  Keokuk  &  Des 
Moines  Railroad,  now  a  part  of  the  Rock  Island  system,  afterward  serving  as 
general  superintendent  of  that  line.  He  was  from  the  north  of  Ireland,  being 
born  m  sight  of  the  Giants  Causeway  and  Mrs.  Givin  was  a  native  of  Philadelphia. 
Two  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stark:  John  Jacob,  who  is  now  an 
engineer  on  an  irrigation  project  at  Walla  Walla,  'Washington;  and  Margaret, 
who  is  attending  school.  Mrs.  Stark  and  her  sister,  Mrs.  L.  J.  Tuttle  lost  their 
lives  in  the  great  fire  that  destroyed  the  Iroquois  theater  in  December,  1903. 
They  were  in  the  city  with  their  husbands  at  the  time  and  patrons  of  the  ill-fated 
theater. 
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Mr.  Stark  learned  his  business  thoroughly  and  has  attained  a  high  standing 
as  one  of  the  competent  and  trustworthy  bridge  builders  of  the  west.  He  is  a 
man  of  strong  determination,  clear  business  judgment  and  unimpeachable  in¬ 
tegrity.  Genial  and  pleasing  in  manner,  he  is  greatly  esteemed  by  his  associates 
and  all  with  whom  he  comes  into  contact.  Politically  he  gives  his  support  to 
the  republican  party  and  religiously  he  is  identified  with  the  Congregational 
church,  while  his  wife  was  a  member  of  the  Episcopal  chruch.  He  is  prominent 
in  fraternal  circles,  being  a  Scottish  Rite  Mason  and  Shriner,  and  also  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  the  Elks. 


ZENAS  C.  THORNBURG. 

For  seventeen  years  Zenas  C.  Thornburg  has  been  prominently  connected  with 
educational  affairs  in  Des  Moines,  the  long  period  of  his  service  testifying  as  to 
the  capable  and  satisfactory  discharge  of  his  duties.  Redfield,  Iowa,  was  the 
place  of  his  birth,  his  natal  day  being  the  14th  of  July,  1872,  and  his  parents  T.  A. 
and  Jennie  (Vestal)  Thornburg,  both  of  whom  are  still  living.  The  paternal 
grandfather,  William  Thornburg,  came  from  Indiana  to  Dallas  county,  Iowa,  in 
1856.  There  were  few  railroads  in  Iowa  at  that  time,  none  in  the  immediate 
vicinity  of  his  farm,  and  as  a  result  it  was  necessary  to  ride  many  miles  to  market 
his  grain  and  secure  household  necessities.  He  was  born  in  Indiana  in  1804  and 
passed  away  in  Iowa  in  1876,  always  having  been  engaged  in  agricultural  pur¬ 
suits.  For  his  wife  he  chose  Miss  Katherine  Kerm,  whose  birth  occurred  in 
Indiana  in  1809,  in  which  state  she  was  also  married.  She  came  to  Iowa  with 
her  husband  and  children  and  ever  afterward  continued  to  reside  here,  having 
attained  the  venerable  age  of  seventy-six  years  at  the  time  of  her  demise  in  1885. 

T.  A.  Thornburg  was  born  in  Indiana  in  1847,  being  but  a  lad  of  nine  years 
when  his  parents  located  in  Dallas  county.  He  has  always  engaged  in  farming 
and  continues  to  reside  upon  his  homestead  which  is  within  three  miles  of  where 
his  father  settled  fifty-six  years  ago.  Being  quite  young  at  the  time  of  the  Civil 
war  he  did  not  enlist  in  the  government  service  until  near  its  close  and  did  not  par¬ 
ticipate  in  any  notable  battles.  He  was  mustered  out  in  Tennessee.  He  has 
always  been  one  of  the  prominent  and  public-spirited  men  of  his  section  and  has 
twice  represented  his  county  in  the  state  legislature.  His  wife  was  born  in  1849 
and  is  a  daughter  of  S.  H.  and  Alice  (Chambers)  Vestal,  natives  of  North  Caro¬ 
lina,  her  mother  having  been  born  in  1824  and  her  father  in  1827.  They  also 
came  to  Iowa  during  pioneer  days,  locating  in  Dallas  county,  where  Mr.  Vestal 
engaged  in  farming,  and  also  held  the  office  of  postmaster  for  several  years.  In 
his  family  were  twelve  children,  several  of  whom  went  to  the  front  in  the  Union 
cause,  two  of  these  never  returning. 

Being  reared  upon  a  farm  Zenas  C.  Thornburg  acquired  his  elementary  educa¬ 
tion  in  the  district  schools,  following  which  he  attended  the  Guthrie  county  high 
school  at  Panora  and  later  graduated  from  Highland  Park  College,  afterwards 
pursuing  a  law  course  at  Drake  University.  In  1893  he  accepted  his  first  position, 
which  was  that  of  superintendent  of  the  Oak  Park  school.  From  there  he  went 
to  the  Capital  Park  school,  of  which  he  was  also  superintendent  for  three  years. 
Having  given  practical  demonstration  of  his  ability  as  an  educator  he  was  the 
successful  candidate  for  the  office  of  county  superintendent,  the  responsibilities 
of  which  position  he  discharged  for  five  years.  He  was  a  member  of  the  faculty 
at  Highland  Park  College  for  two  years  and  is  now  supervisor  of  grades  of  the 
Des  Moines  public  schools,  having  served  in  this  capacity  for  three  years'.  He  is 
a  member  of  the  board  of. directors  of  the  Iowa  Investment  Company. 

On  the  30th  of  September,  1903,  Mr.  Thornburg  was-  united  in  marriage  to 
Miss  Laura  Loehle,  a  daughter  of  Ferdinand  and  Rosa  Loehle.  Her  father,  who 
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is  a  German  Evangelical  minister,  being  identified  with  a  church  of  that  denomi¬ 
nation  in  Des  Moines  until  his  retirement,  was  a  native  of  Germany,  from  which 
country  he  emigrated  to  the  United  States  about  the  beginning  of  'the  Civil  war. 
He  enlisted  in  Company  G,  Forty-sixth  Illinois  Volunteers,  and  went  to  the  front, 
participating  in  the  campaign  of  Richmond,  the  siege  of  Vicksburg  and  battle  of 
Gettysburg,  he  was  fortunate  enough  not  to  be  wounded  and  was  mustered  out 
with  the  rank  of  sergeant.  He  was  married  in  Hardin  county,  Iowa.  One  child 
nas  been  born  unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thornburg,  Lois  Louise,  whose  birth  occurred 
on  the  24th  of  May,  1909.  They  affiliate  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church, 
while  fraternally  Mr.  Thornburg  is  a  member  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  the 
Masonic  order,  and  the  U.  S.  Grant  Camp  of  Modern  Woodmen  of  America. 
He  also  belongs  to  the  Grant  and  Grand  View  Golf  Clubs  and  is  a  member  of 
the  board  of  Highland  Park  College  and  of  the  Methodist  Hospital,  while  he  a 
director  of  the  Des  Moines  Citizens  Association  and  until  recently  a  member  of 
the  state  board  of  educational  examiners,  having  resigned  before  the  expiration 
of  his  term.  His  political  affiliation  has  always  been  with  the  republican  party, 
his  views  coinciding  with  the  progressive  faction  of  that  body,  but  although  he 
takes  an  interest  in  all  civic  affairs  his  time  is  too  much  occupied  with  his  school 
work  for  him  to  take  a  prominent  part  in  governmental  matters. 


EDWARD  FREDERICK. 

Edward  Frederick,  who  for  more  than  twenty  years  has  been  identified  with 
the  agricultural  development  of  Elkhart  township,  was  born  in  Australia  on  the 
19th  of  July  1857,  a  son  of  William  and  Johanna  (Lenora)  Frederick,  natives 
of  Germany,  living  near  Bayern.  The  father  emigrated  to  the  United  States 
at  the  age  of  fourteen  years,  but  after  remaining  here  a  short  time  he  returned 
to  Vrermany.  Later  he  went  to  Australia,  where  he  engaged  in  farming  until 
1864,  when  he  again  came  to  this  country,  locating  in  Boone,  Iowa.  At  the 
expiration  of  a  year  he  went  to  Fort  Dodge  and  bought  three  hundred  and 
twenty  acres  of  land,  which  he  cultivated  for  one  year.  Disposing  of  his  farm 
he  next  engaged  in  railroading  for  two  years,  following  which  he  freighted 
goods  across  the  country  for  a  similar  period.  He  then  went  to  Arkansas  and 
afterward  to  Minnesota,  whence  he  returned  to  Fort  Dodge,  Iowa,  continuing 
to  reside  there  until  his  demise  in  1890.  The  mother  of  our  subject  passed 
away  in  Australia  in  1862. 

the  education  of  Edward  Frederick,  who  was  seven  years  old  when  he 
came  to  America,  began  in  the  schools  of  Australia  and  was  completed  in  those 
of  Iowa.  He  began  his  career  as  a  wage  earner  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years, 
when  he  came  to  Polk  county,  where  he  worked  for  four  years  as  a  farm  hand. 
Returning  to  Fort  Dodge  he  engaged  in  business  with  his  brother  and  father. 
In  1879  he  again  came  to  this  county  and  for  seven  years  thereafter  he  farmed 
as  a  renter.  At  the  expiration  of  that  period  he  went 'to  Des  Moines  and  worked 
for  the  city  for  two  years.  He  subsequently  came  to  Elkhart  township  and 
bought  one  hundred  and  seventy-two  and  a  half  acres  of  land,  which  he  began 
improving.  He  met  with  such  success  in  this  undertaking  that  he  was  later  able 
to  add  two  hundred  and  ten  acres  to  his  holdings,  all  of  which  he  now  has  under 
cultivation.  Although  engaged  in  general  farming,  he  also  raises  stock  and 
always  keeps  thirteen  horses  and  twenty  head  of  cattle  while  he  raises  about 
seventy-five  head  of  hogs  annually. 

On  the  12th  of  May,  1889,  Mr.  Frederick  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Barbara  Endres,  a  native  of  Bayern,  Germany,  and.  a  daughter  of  Adam  and 
Barbara  (Opel)  Endres.  Her  parents  never  came  to  the  United  States,  always 
having  made  their  home  in  Germany,  where  the  father  engaged  in  farming  until 
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his  demise  in  September,  1901.  The  mother,  who  still  survives,  is  now  seventy- 
three  years  of  age.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Frederick  have  been  born  nine  children, 
as  follows :  Carrie,  Edna,  John  M.,  Henrietta,  Harold,  William,  Bertha,  Cecil 
and  Martha  Lenora,  who  died  in  infancy. 

They  all  affiliate  with  the  United  Brethren  church  and  Mr.  Frederick  gives 
his  political  support  to  the  republican  party.  A  man  whose  business  transac¬ 
tions  have  always  been  upright  and  honorable,  he  has  through  his  own  industry, 
perseverance  and  integrity  merited  the  success  which  he  is  now  enjoying. 


WALLACE  RUTHERFORD  LANE. 

Wallace  Rutherford  Lane,  of  the  Chicago  bar,  is  well  known  in  Des  Moines 
and  throughout  Iowa  as  a  distinguished  representative  of  the  legal  profession, 
having  for  a  number  of  years  been  engaged  in  practice  in  the  capital  city,  but 
since  January,  1910,  he  has  made  his  home  in  Chicago.  He  was  born  August 
12,  1876,  at  Whately,  Massachusetts,  and  is  a  direct  descendant  of  early  families 
of  that  state.  His  great-grandfather  in  the  maternal  line  was  an  officer  of  the 
American  army  in  the  Revolutionary  war.  His  father,  the  Rev.  John  W.  Lane, 
was  born  in  New  Market,  New  Hampshire,  was  graduated  at  Amherst  College 
and  Andover  Theological  Seminary  and  afterward  devoted  his  energies  to  edu¬ 
cational  interests  and  the  work  of  the  ministry,  serving  as  professor  of  English 
at  the  Massachusetts  Agricultural  College  for  a  number  of  years.  He  was  a 
man  of  great  energy,  as  at  eighty-three  years  of  age  he  was  still  occupying  a 
pulpit  and  preaching  each  Sunday.  For  many  years  he  was  a  trustee  of  Hop¬ 
kins  Academy  and  has  been  prominently  connected  with  numerous  public  affairs 
of  importance.  He  wedded  Mary  H.  Lane,  who  was  born  in  Townsend,  Massa¬ 
chusetts.  and  was  a  graduate  of  Mount  Holyoke  College,  where  she  later  engaged 
in  teaching. 

Appreciation  on  the  part  of  his  parents  for  all  that  education  means  enabled 
Wallace  R.  Lane  to  enjoy  excellent  educational  privileges.  He  attended  suc¬ 
cessively  Hopkins  Academy,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1894;  Williston 
Seminary,  Brown  University;  and  the  Yale  Law  School,  which  conferred  upon 
him  the  LL.  B.  degree  in  1900.  The  same  year  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  and 
for  a  time  was  associated  in  practice  with  Stillman  Haynes  at  Fitchburg,  Massa¬ 
chusetts.  Subsequently  he  removed  to  Des  Moines  and  became  a  member  of  the 
law  firm  of  Orwig  &  Lane,  in  which  connection  he  specialized  in  patent  litiga¬ 
tion,  manufacturing  and  corporation  law  and  allied  work.  When  first  a  resi¬ 
dent  of  the  capital  city  he  was  connected  with  the  faculty  of  Highland  Park 
College  of  Law  and  later  with  the  faculties  of  Drake  University  and  the  Univer¬ 
sity  of  Nebraska  as  lecturer  on  patent,  trademark  and  copyright  law.  Amons; 
numerous  other  public  addresses,  in  1908  Mr.  Lane  delivered  the  annual  address 
before  the  patent  section  of  the  American  Bar  Association  at  Seattle,  Washing¬ 
ton.  Recently  he  has  contributed  a  number  of  articles  to  legal  publications, 
including  the  Green  Bag  of  Boston,  the  Yale  Law  Journal  and  the  Illinois  Law 
Review.  In  January,  1910,  he  removed  to  Chicago  and  entered  into  partnership 
with  Robert  H.  Parkinson  under  the  firm  name  of  Parkinson  &  Lane.  At  pres¬ 
ent  he  is  counsel  in  patent  matters  for  some  of  the  larger  manufacturing  com¬ 
panies  of  the  country  and  occupies  a  position  of  distinction  in  connection  with 
patent  law  practice  in  America.  He  has  important  financial  interests  as  stock¬ 
holder,  director  or  attorney  of  various  manufacturing  concerns. 

On  the  2d  of  July,  1901,  in  Swansea,  Massachusetts,  Mr.  Lane  was  married 
to  Miss  Gertrude  Gardner,  a  daughter  of  William  F.  and  Esther  Marion  (Cook) 
Gardner,  of  that  place.  Mrs.  Lane  is  a  direct  descendant  of  early  Massachu¬ 
setts  families,  her  ancestor  having  come  over  in  the  Mayflower.  By  her  mar- 
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riage  she  has  become  the  mother  of  two  daughters  and  a  son,  Esther  Haynes, 
Josephine  Gardner  and  John  Wallace.  The  parents  hold  membership  in  the 
Congregational  church  of  Evanston,  Illinois,  where  the  family  residence  is 
maintained. 

Mr.  Lane  is  an  advocate  of  republican  principles  but  has  never  been  an 
aspirant  for  office.  In  his  college  days  he  became  a  member  of  the  Gamma 
Sigma  Society  and  the  Pi  Beta  Pi,  of  Williston  Seminary;  the  Beta  Theta  Pi,  of 
Brown  University;  and  the  Book  and  Gavel  Society,  of  the  Yale  Law  School. 
He  now  belongs  to  the  Union  League  Club  and  the  University  Club  of  Chicago 
and  the  University  and  Evanston  Golf  Clubs  of  Evanston,  Illinois,  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Bar  Association,  the  Chicago  Patent  Law  Association,  the  Washington 
Patent  Bar  Association,  of  Washington,  D.  C.,  the  Yale  Club  of  Chicago,  and 
the  Chicago  Association  of  Commerce.  In  Des  Moines  he  still  holds  member¬ 
ship  with  the  Golf  and  Country  Club,  the  Grant  Club  and  the  Des  Moines  Club. 


HARMAN  FAGEN. 

One  by  one  the  pioneers  of  Polk  county,  those  who  were  builders  in  the  de¬ 
velopment  and  greatness  of  this  section  of  the  state,  pass  from  this  life  to  the 
life  beyond,  but  they  leave  in  their  work  an  enduring  monument  to  their  memory. 
Among  the  early  settlers  of  central  Iowa  Harman  Fagen  was  numbered,  arriv¬ 
ing  in  Polk  county  with  his  parents  on  the  ioth  of  May,  1848.  He  was  then  a 
youth  of  sixteen  years,  his  birth  having  occurred  in  Columbiana  county,  Ohio, 
in  the  year  1832.  The  opportunities  of  the  west,'  then  new  and  undeveloped  but 
giving  promise  of  progress  and  advancement  in  the  future,  attracted  his  father 
who  brought  his  family  to  Iowa  and  entered  from  the  government  a  tract  of  four 
hundred  acres  of  land  which  is  now  within  the  city  limits.  It  was  then  just  as 
it  had  come  from  the  hand  of  nature,  being  covered  with  wild  prairie  grasses. 
The  sod  had  never  been  broken,  but  the  father  and  his  sons  at  once  undertook 
the  arduous  task  of  clearing  the  property  and  building  for  themselves  a  home  in 
a  new  country.  In  time  the  farm  was  well  cultivated  and  the  father  continuously 
and  successfully  carried  on  general  agricultural  pursuits  up  to  the  time  of  his 
demise,  after  which  the  property  was  divided  into  equal  shares  among  the  chil¬ 
dren. 

Harman  Fagen  was  a  strong  and  vigorous  youth  at  the  time  of  the  removal 
to  Iowa  and  his  energies  were  employed  in  the  work  of  the  fields  from  the  time 
of  early  spring  planting  until  after  crops  were  harvested  in  the  late  autumn.  His 
youth  was  largely  a  period  of  unremitting  toil  with  comparatively  few  opportu¬ 
nities  beyond  the  limits  of  the  farm.  At  his  father’s  death  he  retained  his  in¬ 
terest  in  the  farm  which  was  located  at  what  is  now  Forty-first  street  and  Uni¬ 
versity  avenue.  For  some  time  he  kept  the  property  intact  but  later  when  real- 
estate  prices  had  risen  considerably  in  value  he  plotted  his  land  into  city  lots  and 
placed  it  upon  the  market.  He  had  always  followed  farming  up  to  this  time 
and  was  a  progressive,  enterprising  agriculturist  whose  labors  were  evidenced  in 
the  neat  and  thrifty  appearance  of  his  place.  At  length,  however,  the  sale  of  his 
lots  brought  him  a  substantial  capital  and  with  this  as  a  gratifying  source  of  in¬ 
come  he  retired  to  private  life. 

On  the  8th  of  March,  1855,  Mr.  Fagen  was  married  in  Des  Moines  to  Miss 
Ella  M.  Likes,  a  daughter  of  James  and  Mary  (Cunningham)  Likes,  who  came 
to  Iowa  from  Ohio  in  1852.  Her  father  engaged  in  farming  throughout  his  en¬ 
tire  life,  and  his  home  was  situated  on  what  is  now  Beaver  avenue.  Unto  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Fagen  were  born  ten  children,  of  whom  seven  are  living.  Three  of  the 
number  are  yet  at  home  with  their  mother,  who  still  occupies  the  old  family  resi¬ 
dence. 


HARMAN  FAGEN 
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The  death  of  Mr.  Fagen  occurred  March  16,  1899,  when  he  was  about  sixty- 
seven  years  of  age.  His  political  allegiance  had  always  been  given  to  the  repub¬ 
lican  paity  from  its  organization  and  while  he  did  not  seek  nor  desire  office  was 
ever  loyal  to  the  best  interests  of  the  community  and  stood  for  all  that  is  pro¬ 
gressive  in  citizenship.  He  desired  the  public  good  and  to  the  extent  of  his  ability 
cooperated  in  projects  that  were  based  upon  the  needs  of  the  capital.  Moreover, 
as  one  of  the  pioneers  of  Polk  county,  he  witnessed  much  of  the  growth  and 
development  of  Des  Moines  and  the  surrounding  district  and  was  widely  and 
favorably  known  among  the  early  settlers  as  well  as  citizens  of  later  arrival. 


BENJAMIN  A.  LOCKWOOD. 

The  financial  and  commercial  concerns,  the  educational,  charitable,  political 
and  religious  interests  which  constitute  the  chief  features  in  the  life’ of  every 
city,  have  all  prospered  by  the  support  and  cooperation  of  Benjamin  A.  Lock- 
wood.  While  he  has  been  preeminently  successful  in  business  his  life  has  never 
been  self  centered,  but  has  reached  out  to  broader  interests  which  affect  mankind 

Iin  sociological,  economic  and  political  relations,  and  although  he  has  not  sought 
honors  nor  office  in  the  fields  of  activity  mentioned,  he  has  cast  the  weight  of 
his  influence  and  aid  on  the  side  of  progress  in  all  those  connections. 

A  native  of  West  Virginia,  Mr.  Lockwood  was  born  in  Moundsville,  April 
28,  1852,  a  son  of  David  B.  and  Caroline  (Anshutz)  Lockwood.  The  family  is 
of  English  lineage  on  the  paternal  side,  the  first  representative  of  the  name 
coming  to  America  many  years  ago  and  settling  in  New  York.  David  B.  Lock- 
wood  was  born  in  Belmont  county,  Ohio,  and  through  his  business  life  followed 
milling  and  genei  al  merchandising.  He  is  now  deceased  while  his  widow  yet 
resides  in  Des  Moines.  During  much  of  his  youth  the  family  lived  in  Pitts- 
burg,  Pennsylvania,  and  Benjamin  A.  Lockwood  attended  the  public  and  high 
schools  of  that  city  from  which  he  was  graduated  with  the  class  of  1867.  He  was 
a  young  man  of  seventeen  years  when,  in  1869,  he  sought  the  opportunities  of 
the  middle  west  and  established  his  home  in  Des  Moines.  Here  he  has  resided 
for  more  than  forty  years— years  which  have  seen  the  fulfillment  of  his  hopes 
as  intelligently  directed  labor  has  brought  its  reward  in  the  successful  conduct 
of  important  business  interests.  His  first  position  was  with  the  Keokuk  &  Fort 
Dodge  Railroad  in  the  land  commission  office,  acting  as  secretary  for  Hon. 
John  A.  Elliott.  Mr.  Lockwood  continued  in  that  service  until  the  Citizens 
National  Bank  was  organized  in  1872  ,when  he  was  appointed  head  bookkeeper 
in  that  establishment  and  passed  through  various  positions  in  the  clerical  depart¬ 
ment.  In  1892  he  was  elected  one  of  the  directors  of  the  bank  of  which  he 
still  remains  a  stockholder.  He  started  in  business  on  his  own  account  in  1878 
when  he  began  operating  in  grain.  The  broad  prairies  of  Iowa  were  fast  becom¬ 
ing  settled  with  the  people  who  were  devoting  their  efforts  to  general  agricul¬ 
tural  pursuits.  There  must  be  a  market  for  the  large  harvests  which  were  pro¬ 
duced  and  Mr.  Lockwood  began  buying  grain  of  the  farmers  which  he  placed 
on  sale  in  the  leading  cities.  Gradually  he  developed,  expanded  and  svstema- 
tized  .his  business  and  in  1890  the  B.  A.  Lockwood  Grain  Company  was  organ¬ 
ized.  .  He  also  engaged  in  the  milling  business  and  in  the  fields  of  labor  to  which 
he  directed  his  energies  he  found  opportunity  for  the  attainment  of  success. 
The  story  of  his  rise  is  a  simple  one,  for  his  advancement  was  based  not 
upon  any  unusual  conditions  or  favorable  circumstances  but  upon  persistent, 
earnest,  honest  labor  and  business  sagacity.  He  was  in  very  doubtful  financial 
circumstances  when  he  first  came  to  Des  Moines;  today  he  is  one  of  the  sub¬ 
stantial  men  of  the  city  and  his  record  is  such  as  wins  for  him  high  commenda¬ 
tion  and  esteem.  The  measures  he  has  employed  have  been  of  a  constructive 
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character  and  his  initiative  spirit  has  enabled  him  to  venture  where  others  have 
hesitated.  Sound  judgment  made  him  appreciative  of  opportunity  and  as  the 
underlying  foundation  of  all  his  progress  there  has  been  an  industry  which  has 
never  faltered.  Conducting  extensive  operations  in  the  grain  trade  as  the  senior 
member  of  the  B.  A.  Lockwood  Grain  Company,  later  on  he  became  interested  in 
the  Des  Moines  Roller  Milling  Company  and  was  elected  its  president.  In  this 
connection  he  became  a  prominent  representative  of  manufacturing  as  well  as 
commercial  interests  of  the  capital  city.  That  he  is  widely  and  favorably  known 
in  grain  trade  circles  throughout  the  country  is  indicated  by  the  fact  that  he 
was  honored  with  the  presidency  of  the  National  Grain  Dealers  Association 
which  he  was  instrumental  in  organizing.  It  was  also  through  his  efforts  when 
president  that  the  association  came  to  Des  Moines  for  its  annual  convention 
which  was  the  largest  gathering  of  the  kind  ever  held  in  the  United  States,  and 
it  was  here  upon  that  occasion  that  he  was  elected  to  the  presidency  for  a  second 
time. 

Mr.  Lockwood  is  a  republican  in  politics.  He  has  long  been  interested  in 
the  work  and  welfare  of  the  party,  yet  has  never  sought  political  recognition 
in  office.  He  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Grant  Club,  of  which  he  served 
as  a  director  for  many  years.  He  is  likewise  interested  in  the  civic  enterprises 
of  the  city  and  has  promoted  many  valuable  measures  for  the  upbuilding  and 
progress  of  Des  Moines. 

On  the  9th  of  June,  1884,  Mr.  Lockwood  was  here  married  to  Miss  Florence 
Bailey,  a  daughter  of  Judge  D.  R.  Bailey,  of  Sioux  Falls,  South  Dakota.  They 
have  one  son,  Benjamin  A.,  born  in  Des  Moines,  March  3,  1889.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Lockwood  hold  membership  in  the  Central  Presbyterian  church  and  the  govern¬ 
ing  principles  of  his  life  are  furthermore  indicated  by  the  fact  that  he  belongs 
to  the  Masonic  fraternity  which  has  its  basic  elements  in  mutual  helpfulness  and 
brotherly  kindliness.  Mr.  Lockwood  well  merits  the  altogether  expressive,  if 
somewhat  hackneyed  title  of  a  self-made  man.  He  early  displayed  the  inherent 
force  of  his  character  in  his  efforts  to  qualify  for  the  business  world  in  the 
acquirement  of  a  thorough  education.  He  is  a  broad-minded  man  who  has  mas¬ 
tered  life’s  lessons,  who  knows  that  good  and  not  evil  dominates  the  race,  who 
knows  that  opportunity  is  open  to  every  individual  and  has  in  the  active  affairs 
of  life  made  good  use  of  the  chances  which  have  come  to  him. 


HARRY  L.  SEYFERT. 

Among  the  successful  business  men  of  Valley  Junction  must  be  mentioned 
Harry  L.  Seyfert,  who  for  nearly  twenty  years  has  been  actively  identified  with 
the  commercial  interests  of  the  town.  He  was  born  in  Pennsylvania  on  the 
1 2th  of  August,  1867,  and  is  a  son  of  Jacob  H.  and  Josephine  (Beiteman)  Sey¬ 
fert,  also  natives  of  the  Keystone  state.  The  family  removed  from  Pennsylvania 
to  Iowa  in  1870  and  located  on  a  farm  which  they  rented  in  Clinton  county- 
After  operating  this  for  several  years  the  father  bought  forty  acres,  upon  which 
he  continues  to  live,  and  has  brought  the  land  to  a  high  state  of  cultivation. 

Harry  L.  Seyfert  received  his  education  in  the  public  schools  of  Clinton, 
Iowa,  remaining  at  home  with  his  parents  until  he  was  twenty-one  years  of  age, 
when  he  went  to  Arcadia,  this  state,  to  work  for  his  uncle  who  was  engaged  in 
the  drug  business.  After  three  years  he  decided  that  he  would  like  to  adopt 
that  vocation  and  entered  Highland  Park  College,  Des  Moines,  where  he  took 
a  short  course  in  pharmacy  and  was  then  in  the  employ  of  John  A.  Sandholm 
in  the  Kirkwood  Pharmacy  for  fourteen  months.  In  the  fall  of  1893  he  formed 
a  partnership  with  W.  T.  Irwin  in  the  drug  business  at  Valley  Junction.  This 
firm  was  in  existence  for  ten  years  and  then  Mr.  Seyfert  sold  his  interest  and 
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embarked  in  the  hardware  business.  He  only  remained  in  that  for  about  one 

[year,  however,  when  he  gave  it  up  to  return  to  his  former  occupation,  and  after 
several  years  identification  with  it  again  sold  out  to  engage  in  the  hardware 
business,  with  which  he  has  ever  since  been  connected.  He  has  a  nice  store  and 
a  full  and  complete  line  of  goods,  which  have  been  carefully  selected,  are  of 
good  quality  and  tastefully  displayed,  so  that  he  enjoys  a  large  and  constantly 
increasing  patronage. 

In  1902  Mr.  Seyfert  married  Mrs.  Sadie  M.  Taylor.  Fraternally  he  is  con¬ 
nected  with  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America,  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  the 
Benevolent  Protective  Order  of  Elks  of  Des  Moines.  In  addition  to  his  busi¬ 
ness  Mr.  Seyfert  has  extensive  real-estate  interests.  He  owns  the  building  in 
which  his  store  is  located,  the  St.  Joe  Hotel,  several  other  business  blocks  and 
residences  and  a  farm  of  six  hundred  and  twenty-four  acres  in  Minnesota.  He 
is  regarded  as  one  of  the  affluent  citizens  of  the  town  as  well  as  one  of  the 
most  capable  business  men. 

Ever  since  acquiring  the  full  rights  of  citizenship  Mr.  Seyfert  has  cast  his  vote 
for  the  republican  party.  He  is  always  an  active  participant  in  all  local  political 
affairs  and  for  twelve  years  has  been  secretary  of  the  school  board  and  is  at 
present  a  member  of  the  town  council  as  well.  He  is  at  all  times  ready  to  give 
his  support  to  every  measure  that  will  in  any  way  improve  local  conditions  or 
benefit  the  community  at  large,  and  during  their  long  residence  here  both  he  and 
Mrs.  Seyfert  have  made  many  friends  whose  regard  they  retain. 


1 


DAVID  RINGGENBERG. 

David  Ringgenberg,  an  agriculturist  who  is  now  living  retired  in  Sheldahl, 
Polk  county,  was  born  on  the  25th  of  October,  1846,  in  Holmes  county,  Ohio, 
a  son  of  Peter  and  Annie  Ringgenberg.  His  parents  were  both  natives  of  Swit¬ 
zerland,  who  came  to  this  country  at  the  age  of  twenty-two  and  seven  years 
respectively  and  were  married  in  Ohio.  In  1867  they  removed  to  Iowa  and 
located  on  a  farm  in  Polk  county,  where  they  spent  the  remainder  of  their  lives. 
They  were  the  parents  of  fourteen  children,  David  being  the  fifth  in  order  of 
birth. 

The  early  years  of  David  Ringgenberg  did  not  differ  save  in  details  from 
those  of  the  majority  of  boys  reared  in  the  country.  He  received  his  education 
in  the  district  schools  of  Ohio  and  when  he  laid  aside  his  school  books  he  assisted 
his  father  with  the  work  of  the  farm.  He  remained  under  the  paternal  roof 
until  he  was  twenty-one  years  of  age,  when  he  began  farming  as  a  renter  and  for 
twenty  years  he  cultivated  leased  land.  At  the  end  of  that  time  he  and  his  brother 
bought  eighty  acres,  upon  which  he  removed,  but  at  the  end  of  a  year  he  again 
rented  land  and  later  sold  his  interest  to  his  brother,  and  purchased  another 
eighty  acres  in  Lincoln  township.  He  lived  upon  that  tract  for  fourteen  years, 
during  which  period  he  so  carefully  and  capably  managed  his  affairs  that  he 
was  able  to  add  to  his  original  tract  from  time  to  time  until  his  realty  interests 
comprised  four  hundred  and  forty  acres.  He  sold  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres 
and  bought  a  farm  in  South  Dakota,  which  he  later  disposed  of,  and  invested 
in  a  farm  in  Webster  county  containing  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  which 
he  still  owns  in  addition  to  his  homestead  of  two  hundred  and  forty  acres  in 
Lincoln  township.  Mr.  Ringgenberg  always  engaged  in  general  farming  and 
stock-raising,  in  both  of  which  undertakings  he  met  with  gratifying  success.  He 
made  a  specialty'  of  high  bred  Galloway  cattle  and  still  has  some  of  these  in  South 
Dakota  at  the  present  time.  In  1902  he  retired  from  active  farming  and  is  now 
residing  in  Sheldahl,  enjoying  such  rest  and  comfort  as  a  well  spent  life  merits. 
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•  Mr.  Ringgenberg  was  united  in  marriage  in  1867  to  Miss  Mary  Ann  Fitz, 
also  a  native  of  Holmes  county,  Ohio,  but  she  passed  away  three  years  later,  at 
the  age  of  twenty-two  years,  leaving  two  little  daughters,  Margaret  and  Lovina, 
both  of  whom  died  in  childhood.  In  the  fall  of  1871  he  was  again  married,  his 
second  wife  being  Miss  Lucy  Kurtz,  a  daughter  of  Gotlieb  and  Christina  Kurtz, 
natives  of  Wurtemberg,  Germany,  in  which  country  they  were  married.  They 
emigrated  to  the  United  States  in  1844  and  settled  in  Erie  county,  Pennsylvania, 
where  they  resided  for  nine  years.  In  1853  they  started  westward  and  located 
in  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  where  the  father  passed  away  in  1886  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
seven  years.  The  mother  survived  him  until  1902,  when  she  too  died,  having 
reached  the  eightieth  milestone  in  life’s  journey.  Mr.  Kurtz  was  a  veteran  of 
the  war  of  the  Rebellion,  having  enlisted  in  the  First  Iowa  Battery  in  1863  and 
serving  until  the  close  of  the  war.  In  his  family  were  eleven  children,  Mrs. 
Ringgenberg  being  the  fourth  in  order  of  birth.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ringgenberg 
have  been  born  ten  children,  as  follows :  George,  who  married  Emma  Harpel, 
of  this  county,  is  now  living  in  South  Dakota  and  has  seven  children.  Paul  L. 
married  Laura  Zachery,  also  of  this  county,  and  they  have  four  children  and 
live  in  Boone  county,  this  state.  Harry  A.,  who  is  a  resident  of  Minnesota, 
married  Matilda  Harmon,  of  this  county,  and  they  have  six  children.  Walter 
D.  has  been  married  twice,  his  first  wife  being  Miss" Belle  Fisher,  who  died  about 
six  years  after  marriage,  leaving  three  children,  one  of  whom  died  while  yet 
quite  young,  and  he  then  married  Miss  Jessie  Abhul,  of  this  county,  and  they 
also  have  three  children.  Emma,  who  lives  in  South  Dakota,  became  the  wife 
of  Amos  Benson,  of  this  county,  and  they  have  four  children.  Flora,  who  is  a 
resident  of  Polk  county,  married  J.  Richhart  and  has  one  child.  Jennie  became 
the  wife  of  Charles  Klongland,  of  this  county,  where  she  continues  to  reside, 
and  has  five  children.  Orange  C.  is  still  unmarried  and  lives  at  home.  Elnora] 
who  lives  in  Merrill,  Iowa,  married  A.  V.  Graeber,  of  this  county.  Hazel  L., 
the  youngest  child,  is  unmarried  and  lives  at  home. 

The  family  attend  the  New  Lutheran  church,  of  which  they  are  members. 
Mr.  Ringgenberg  has  always  been  an  ardent  advocate  of  the  principles  of  the 
democratic  party  and  his  political  fealty  has  been  rewarded  by  his  being  elected 
to  various  offices.  He  has  been  mayor  of  Sheldahl  during  his  residence  here 
and  has  also  been  one  of  the  town  commissioners  and  is  now  serving  his  twelfth 
year  on  the  school  board.  He  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  substantial  men  of  the 
community  where  he  lives  and  is  accorded  the  respect  which  justly  belongs  to 
the  man  who  by  honest,  persistent  and  unaided  effort  has  made  a  position  for 
himself  in  the  world. 


JOHN  W.  HOWELL. 

John  W.  Howell  is  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  Warfield-Pratt-Howell  Com¬ 
pany  of  Des  Moines,  controlling  the  largest  wholesale  grocery  house  of  the  state, 
and  as  a  business  man  has  ever  been  conspicuous  among  his  associates  not  only 
for  his  success  but  for  his  probity,  fairness  and  honorable  methods.  In  every¬ 
thing  he  has  been  eminently  practical  and  his  activity  in  business  has  not  only 
contributed  to  his  individual  success  but  has  also  been  a  factor  in  upholding  the 
commercial  standing  of  Des  Moines.  He  was  born  in  Bridgeport,  Ohio,  March 
8,  1850.  His  father,  David  E.  Howell,  was  a  native  of  Wales  but  in  his  child¬ 
hood  left  that  little  rock-ribbed  country  and  with  his  parents  came  to  the  United 
States.  The  family  home  was  established  in  Pennsylvania  and  later  a  removal 
was  made  to  Belmont  county,  Ohio,  where  the  grandfather  of  John  W.  Howell 
engaged  in  business  as  a  coal  operator.  His  son  David  prepared  for  the  Metho¬ 
dist  ministry  and  devoted  his  life  to  preaching  the  gospel.  He  married  Susanna 
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Mardis,  who  was  born  in  Natchez,  Mississippi,  her  father  being-  a  southern 
planter.  The  death  of  the  Rev.  David  E.  Howell  occurred  October  25  188s  and 
his  widow  now  resides  in  Crafton,  Pennsylvania,  at  the  age  of  eighty-eight  years 

John  W.  Howell  was  a  pupil  in  the  public  schools  of  Bridgeport,  Ohio,  and 
afterward  spent  a  year  m  a  business  college  at  Quincy,  Illinois,  and  another 
period  in  an  academy  at  Wheeling,  West  Virginia.  He  continued  his  education 
to  the  age  of  fourteen  and  after  leaving  school  took  up  the  profession  of  book¬ 
keeping  in  the  employ  of  the  firm  of  Howell  &  Nugent,  hardware  dealers  of 
Bridgeport,  Ohio,  the  senior  partner  of  the  firm  being  his  older  brother.  He 
continued  in  that  service  about  a  year  and  then  went  to  the  west,  settling  in 
Quincy,  Illinois.  There  he  was  employed  by  H.  A.  Williamson,  agent  for  an 
oil  company,  in  the  capacity  of  bookkeeper,  which  position  he  filled  for  several 
years.  At  the  end  of  that  time  he  became  bookkeeper  for  the  firm  of  Warfield 
&  Meyei,  wholesale  giocers  of  Quincy,  Illinois,  with  whom  he  continued  for  seven 
years.  Desiring  to  engage  in  business  on  his  own  account,  he  sought  opportunity 
m  Des  Moines  m  1880,  becoming  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Warfield  &  Howell  in 
the  establishment  of  a  wholesale  grocery  house  at  the  corner  of  Second  and 
Walnut  streets,  his  partner  being  Wilson  R.  Warfield.  This  association  was 
continued  successfully  a  number  of  years  and  in  1885  changes  in  the  firm  led 
to  the  adoption  of  the  style  of  Warfield,  Howell  &  Company,  which  was  main¬ 
tained  until  1889,  when  James  Watt  was  admitted  to  a  partnership  under  the 
firm  name  of  the  Warfield,  Howell,  Watt  Company.  This  was  continued  until 
1897  and  the  business  was  reorganized  under  the  name  of  the  Warfield-Pratt- 
Howell  Company,  of  Des  Moines/Sioux  City  and  Cedar  Rapids,  of  which  Mr. 
Howell  is  secretary,  treasurer  and  general  manager.  From  the  outset  he  has 
been  connected  with  the  business  and  has  contributed  in  substantial  measure  to 
its  growth  and  expansion.  It  is  today  the  largest  grocery  establishment  in  the 
state,  its  ramifying  trade  interests  covering  a  wide  territory.  The  company  has 
ever  held  to  a  high  standard  in  the  character  of  its  service  rendered  to  the  public, 
in  the  personnel  of  the  house  and  in  the  class  of  goods  carried,  and  along  legiti¬ 
mate  lines  the  business  has  grown  to  extensive  and  gratifying  proportions. 

In  Quincy,  Illinois,  on  the  10th  of  December,  1873,  Mr.  Howell  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Miss  Anna  S.  Treat,  a  daughter  of  Adna  and  Susan  Treat,  who 
were  early  settlers  of  Quincy.  Mrs.  Howell  was  born  in  Rockville,  Connecticut, 
and  by  her  marriage  has  become  the  mother  of  two  children:  Malvina,  the  wife 
of  B.  F.  Kauffman,  of  Des  Moines;  and  Helen  T.  In  politics  Mr.  Howell  is  a 
straight  republican,  giving  inflexible  support  to  the  principles  of  the  party,  for 
he  has  ever  regarded  this  organization  as  the  party  of  reform  and  advancement. 
In  Masonry  he  has  attained  the  Knight  Templar  degree  and  is  also  well  known 
in  club  circles  of  the  city,  holding  membership  with  the  Des  Moines  Golf  and 
Country  and  the  Grand  View  Golf  Clubs.  He  stands  as  a  splendid  representa¬ 
tive  of  a  high  type  of  American  manhood.  By  perseverance,  determination  and 
honorable  effort  he  has  overthrown  the  obstacles  which  always  bar  the  path  to 
success  and  has  reached  the  goal  of  prosperity,  while  his  genuine  worth,  broad 
mind  and  public  spirit  have  made  him  a  director  of  public  thought  and  action. 


MRS.  LOUISIANA  DAVIS. 

Mrs.  Louisiana  (Witmer)  Davis,  who  resides  on  a  farm  of  two  hundred  and 
forty  acres  on  sections  7  and  8,  Delaware  township,  is  the  widow  of  the  late 
Henry  Davis.  She  was  born  in  Marion  county,  Indiana,  on  the  3d  of  July,  1846. 
and  is  a  daughter  of  John  and  Sarah  (Rhodes)  Witmer,  both  of  whom  were 
natives  of  Pennsylvania  but  lived  for  some  years  in  Indiana  and  in  1853  came 
to  Iowa,  locating  on  a  farm  in  Polk  county.  Her  father  passed  away  in  1886, 
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at  the  age  of  seventy-four  years,  but  the  mother  died  six  years  previously,  in 
1880,  at  the  age  of  seventy-one.  In  their  family  were  eight  children,  of  whom 
Mrs.  Davis  is  the  sixth  in  order  of  birth.  It  was  in  1866  that  Miss  Louisiana 
Witmer  gave  her  hand  in  marriage  to  Henry  Davis,  a  son  of  Benjamin  and  Mary 
Davis.  His  father  was  a  native  of  Knoxville,  Tennessee,  and  a  representative 
of  an  old  North  Carolina  family,  his  father  having  removed  from  Raleigh  to 
Tennessee  at  an  early  day.  From  the  latter  state  Benjamin  Davis  went  to  Illinois 
and  in  July,  1847,  came  to  Iowa,  locating  in  Polk  county.  His  first  wife  died 
when  their  son  Henry  was  a  little  lad  and  the  father  subsequently  married  again. 
In  1879  his  death  occurred.  Henry  Davis  was  the  fourth  in  order  of  birth  in  a 
family  of  eight  children  and  to  him  and  his  wife  were  also  born  eight.  William 
Edgar,  who  wedded  Mary  B.  Moore,  of  Seville,  Medina  county,  Ohio,  now  lives 
in  Oklahoma.  Mary  became  the  wife  of  John  Peters,  of  this  county,  and  has 
one  child,  Paul.  Lizzie  is  the  wife  of  Henry  Bogue,  of  this  county,  and  has  two 
children,  Berle  and  Beulah.  Clara,  the  wife  of  Jesse  Wright,  of  Polk  county,  is 
the  mother  of  three  children,  Carol,  Gloyd  and  Howard.  Wiley,  living  on  his 
mother’s  property,  married  Hallie  Latta  and  has  three  children,  Cleo,  La  Verne 
and  Russell.  John,  also  a  resident  of  Polk  county,  married  Jessie  Trouple,  of 
this  county,  by  whom  he  has  three  children,  Virgil,  Marjorie  and  Gerald.  Court¬ 
ney,  who  lives  with  his  mother,  married  Rebecca  Rooker,  of  Mitchellville,  Polk 
county,  and  had  three  children  but  the  eldest,  George,  died  in  infancy,  the  others 
being  Lester  and  Eline.  Orville,  the  youngest  of  the  family,  is  single  and  makes 
his  home  in  California. 

Mr.  Davis  always  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  and  stock-raising,  making 
a  specialty  of  feed  and  stock  for  the  market,  and  in  all  his  undertakings  was 
unusually  successful.  His  efforts,  however,  were  always  most  ably  assisted  and 
promoted  through  his  wife’s  capable  management  and  supervision  of  the  house¬ 
hold  affairs,  and  by  means  of  their  united  efforts  they  acquired  quite  extensive 
real-estate  interests.  At  the  present  time  Mrs.  Davis  owns  three  hundred  and 
fifty-one  acres  of  land  in  this  county,  all  of  which  is  thoroughly  improved  and 
cultivated  and  held  at  a  high  valuation. 

Mr.  Davis  always  supported  the  principles  of  the  republican  party  from  the 
time  he  acquired  the  right  of  suffrage,  feeling  the  policy  of  that  organization  was 
best  adapted  to  meet  the  needs  of  the  majority.  He  never  actively  participated 
in  political  affairs,  not  being  an  aspirant  to  public  office,  but  he  at  all  times  met 
the  requirements  of  good  citizenship  by  casting  a  vote  on  election  day  for  the 
candidates  of  the  party  of  his  selection.  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Davis  attended  the 
Congregational  church  of  Berwick,  of  which  she  is  still  a  member.  Mr.  Davis 
had  reached  the  age  of  sixty-one  years  at  the  time  of  his  death  in  1904,  having 
been  born  on  the  nth  of  September,  1843,  in  AVrmilion  county,  Illinois.  He 
was  one  of  the  progressive  and  substantial  citizens  of  Delaware  township  and 
during  the  long  period  of  his  residence  here  made  many  friends,  who  speak  of 
him  in  terms  of  the  highest  regard. 


EVERETT  LUTHER  BRIDGES. 

Everett  Luther  Bridges,  auditor  of  the  Great  Western  Accident  Association, 
was  born  in  Holliston,  Massachusetts,  September  16,  1849,  a  son  of  Lyman  and 
Harriet  (Chamberlain)  Bridges.  He  traces  his  ancestry  back  to  Edmund  Bridges, 
who  came  to  New  England  in  the  vessel  Tames,  in  July,  1635,  when  twenty-three 
years  of  age.  He  settled  in  Lynn,  Massachusetts,  where  he  was  one  of  the  first 
shoemakers  and  also  gave  some  time  to  blacksmithing  and  farming.  He  was 
made  a  freeman  in  1639  and  from  that  date  took  an  active  part  in  town  affairs. 
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He  lived  also  in  the  town  of  Rawley  and  died  January  13,  1684.  He  had  five 
children,  Edmund,  Hachaliah,  Faith,  Bethia  and  Mary. 

Edmund  Bridges  (2d)  was  born  about  1637  and  lived  at  Topsfield  and  Salem, 
Massachusetts.  He  married  Sarah  Towne,  a  daughter  of  William  and  Joanna 
(Blessing)  Towne,  and  they  had  five  children,  namely:  Edmund,  Benjamin, 
Mary,  Hannah  and  Caleb. 

Caleb  Bridges  was  born  June  3,  1677,  and  married  Sarah  Brewer,  a  daughter 
of  John  and  Elizabeth  (Rice)  Brewer,  of  Sudbury,  Massachusetts.  Caleb  Bridges 
was  a  soldier  in  the  expedition  to  Canada,  enlisting  in  the  Sudbury  company, 
and  was  a  sharer  in  the  Sudbury  Canada  grants  of  1741,  which  were  located  in 
Maine  and  embraced  the  present  towns  of  Canton  and  Jay.  To  Caleb  a-nd  Sarah 
Bridges  were  born  nine  children :  Bathcheba,  Hachaliah,  Caleb,  Martha,  Bethiah, 
Benjamin,  Sarah,  David  and  Jonathan. 

Hachaliah  Bridges  was  born  in  Farmingham,  Massachusetts,  May  30,  1705, 
and  died  at  Southboro,  September  27,  1739.  He  served  in  Father  Ralle’s  war  in 
1722  in  a  detachment  from  Marlboro.  He  was  the  father  of  six  children:  James, 
Jonathan,  Nathan,  Sarah,  Hachaliah  and  Benjamin. 

Benjamin  Bridges  was  born  at  Southboro,  November  26,  1739,  and  died  at 
Holliston,  January  26,  1814.  He  married  Esther  Parker,  a  daughter  of  Timothy 
and  Kezia  (Hammond)  Parker,  who  was  born  at  Holliston,  December  5,  1743, 
and  died  February  8,  1819.  His  children  were:  Timothy,  Sarah,  Nathan  and 
Martin. 

Nathan  Bridges  was  born  at  Holliston,  November  26,  1772,  and  died  May  8, 
1844.  He  married  Julia  Johnson,  who  died  July  20,  1808.  For  his  second  wife 
he  married  Nabby  Stone,  a  daughter  of  Josiah  and  Abigail  (Cheney)  Stone. 
He  was  a  farmer  and  was  a  selectman  of  Holliston,  from  1815  to  1828.  His 
children  were:  Amos,  Benjamin,  Kies  Johnson,  Lyman  and  Mary  Wheaton. 

Lyman  Bridges  was  born  at  Holliston,  March  24,  1811,  and  died  at  Hopkinton, 
April  6,  1889.  On  May  29,  1832,  he  married  Harriet  Chamberlain,  a  daughter  of 
Enoch  and  Lucy  (Holbrook)  Chamberlain,  who  was  born  June  24,  1807,  and 
died  January  29,  1891.  Their  children  were :  Charles  Lyman  and  Everett  Luther. 
The  father  was  a  farmer  by  occupation. 

Everett  L.  Bridges  was  a  pupil  in  the  public  schools  of  Holliston  and  pursued 
a  partial  high-school  course  but  put  aside  his  text-books  at  the  age  of  thirteen 
years.  He  then  made  his  initial  step  in  the  business  world  and  has  since  been 
dependent  upon  his  own  resources.  His  first  position  was  that  of  bookkeeper 
for  J.  FI.  Martin,  proprietor  of  a  grocery  store  at  Worcester,  Massachusetts. 
There  he  continued  for  about  four  years,  after  which  he  secured  a  position  in 
the  general  mercantile  store  of  Wright  Brothers  at  Cordaville,  Massachusetts. 
He  continued  in  their  employ  as  clerk  for  several  years,  after  which  he  went  to 
Hopkinton,  Massachusetts,  where  he  became  a  salesman  for  the  firm  of  Willard 
&  Parker,  general  merchants  of  that  place.  Coming  to  the  middle  west,  he  was 
living  in  Chicago  at  the  time  of  the  great  fire  in  October,  1871.  He  then  returned 
to  Hopkinton,  Massachusetts,  and  purchased  the  business  of  his  former  employers, 
Willard  &  Parker.  In  the  conduct  of  the  store  Mr.  Bridges  met  with  success 
and  for  twenty-six  years  continued  in  business,  beginning  in  a  small  way  and 
gradually  increasing  his  stock  to  meet  the  growing  demands  of  his  trade.  Suc¬ 
cess  thus  crowned  his  efforts  as  the  reward  of  his  persistent  labor,  his  honor¬ 
able  dealings  and  his  earnest  desire  to  please  his  patrons.  At  length,  however, 
ill  health  compelled  him  to  leave  the  store.  He  handled  dry  goods,  groceries,  and 
furniture  and  did  an  undertaking  business. 

In  1897  Mr.  Bridges  removed  to  Des  Moines  and  became  manager  of  the 
newspaper  advertising  department  of  the  Chamberlain  Medicine  Company,  con¬ 
tinuing  with  that  firm  for  about  ten  years.  He  then  became  connected  with  the 
Great  Western  Accident  Association,  which  he  has  since  represented  as  auditor. 
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He  owns  and  controls  considerable  city  realty  and  property  elsewhere  and  his 
life's  labors  have  been  crowned  with  a  gratifying  measure  of  success. 

On  the  9th  of  November,  1871,  Mr.  Bridges  was  married  in  Worcester, 
Massachusetts,  to  Miss  Nellie  A.  Parmenter,  a  native  of  Pottsdam,  New  York! 
They  have  one  child,  Edith  M.,  who  was  born  in  Hopkinton,  Masachusetts, 
January  7,  1874. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bridges  have  won  many  friends  during  their  residence  in  Des 
Moines  and  enjoy  the  hospitality  of  many  of  the  leading  homes  of  the  city.  His 
political  allegiance  is  given  to  the  republican  party  and  while  not  ambitious 
for  office  he  keeps  well  informed  on  the  questions  and  issues  of  the  day  and  is 
allied  with  the  progressive  movement  which  is  seeking  to  bring  about  practical 
reform.  While  in  the  east  he  served  as  town  treasurer  in  Hopkinton  for  three 
years  but  otherwise  has  never  consented  to  fill  a  political  position.  He  belongs 
to  the  Grant  Club  and  is  prominent  in  Masonry,  having  attained  the  Knights 
Templar  degree  of  the  York  Rite  and  also  holding  membership  with  the  Ancient 
Arabic  Order  of  the  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine.  He  may  truly  be  called  a 
self-made  man  for  he  started  out  on  his  own  account  at  the  age  of  thirteen  and 
has  since  been  dependent  upon  his  own  resources,  utilizing  at  all  times  strictly 
honorable  means  for  advancement  and  thus  winning  the  respect  and  confidence 
of  colleagues  and  contemporaries. 


JOHN  JUSTICE. 

John  Justice,  who  resides  at  Greenwood  Farm  in  Delaware  and  Douglas 
townships,  is  a  native  son  of  Polk  county,  having  been  born  on  the  place  where 
he  now  lives  June  27,  1874.  His  parents  were  William  and  Lucinda  (Thornton) 
Justice,  the  former  a  native  of  Illinois  and  the  latter  of  Indiana.  It  was  in  the 
fall  of  1850  at  the  age  of  twelve  years  that  the  father  came  to  Polk  county,  Iowa, 
and  four  years  later  he  entered  Forest  Home  Seminary,  where  he  completed  his 
education.  Later  he  engaged  in  teaching  school  for  a  few  winters  but  through¬ 
out  the  greater  part  of  his  life  followed  general  farming  and  stock-raising.  He 
was  a  most  capable  man  and  succeeded  in  his  various  ventures,  having  acquired 
a  nice  competence  and  considerable  property  at  the  time  of  his  demise.  The 
homestead,  where  his  son  John  is  now  living,  contains  two  hundred  acres  of  land 
on  sections  32  and.  33,  Douglas  township,  and  sections  4  and  5,  Delaware  town¬ 
ship,  all  of  which  is  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation  and  is  well  improved.  In 
his  family  were  six  children,  our  subject  being  the  fourth  in  the  order  of  birth 
and  the  others  as  follows:  Mary  married  Harry  Traxler  and  lives  in  Denver, 
Colorado.  Jennie  died  in  infancy.  Romain  became  the  wife  of  Elmer  A.  Adam¬ 
son  and  has  three  children  and  is  living  in  Bellevue.  Idaho.  George  married 
Blanch  Evernden  and  they  have  four  children  and  are  living  in  this  county. 
Edith  makes  her  home  with  her  brother  John.  The  father  passed  away  in  Sep¬ 
tember,  1897,  at  the  age  of  fifty-eight  years,  and  the  mother  on  the  27th  of 
February,  1910,  having  passed  the  sixty-sixth  milestone  on  life's  journey. 

John  Justice  passed  the  early  years  of  his  life  in  practically  the  same  man¬ 
ner  as  all  farmer  lads.  His  preliminary  education  was  acquired  in  the  common 
schools  and  after  having  completed  the  course  he  entered  the  commercial  de¬ 
partment  of  the  Highland  Park  College,  at  Des  Moines,  being  awarded  his  di¬ 
ploma  with  the  class  of  1895.  He  then  returned  home  and  assisted  his  father  in 
the  management  of  the  farm  until  the  latter’s  death,  at  which  time  he  was  ap¬ 
pointed  administrator  of  the  estate  and  has  ever  since  continued  to  reside  on  the 
homestead.  He  engages  in  general  farming  and  stock-raising,  making  a  specialty 
of  raising  thoroughbred  hogs,  particularly  Duroc  Jerseys,  which  lie  sells  for 
breeding  purposes.  He  is  not  only  one  of  the  most  careful  and  painstaking 
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farmers  but  is  particular  about  all  the  seeds  from  the  crops  he  raises,  selling  most 
of  his  grains  for  seed  purposes  and  guarantees  them  as  represented.  His  place 
is  called  Greenwood  Farm  because  for  many  years  it  was  the  postoffice,  the  mail 
being  sent  out  from  Des  Moines  twice  a  week  and  carried  on  to  Elkhart  and 
back  on  the  following  day.  In  addition  to  the  postoffice  there  was  a  general  store 
and  blacksmith  and  wagon  shop.  Our  subject’s  father  was  postmaster  for  eight¬ 
een  years  but  after  the  railroad  was  built,  and  the  town  of  Berwick  was  estab¬ 
lished,  that  became  the  postoffice,  but  the  justice  homestead  has  ever  since  been 
known  as  Greenwood  Farm.  He  was  also  assessor  in  Douglas  township  for 
about  sixteen  years  and  served  in  the  capacity  of  notary  public  and  justice  of 
peace. 

In  December,  1903,  John  Justice  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Lina  Wright, 
a  daughter  of  Thompson  and  Ruth  (Henderson)  Wright.  The  parents  were  na¬ 
tives  of  Illinois  but  came  to  Iowa  in  pioneer  days  and  settled  on  a  farm  in  Polk 
county.  Airs.  Justice  was  the  eighth  child  in  a  family  of  twelve,  her  birth  oc¬ 
curring  on  the  7th  of  March,  1880.  She  has  become  the  mother  of  four  children, 
as  follows:  Harold  A.,  Minnie  Fern,  John  E.  and  Jessie  Loretta.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Justice  attend  the  Congregational  church  of  Berwick,  of  which  denomination 
they  are  members.  He  gives  his  political  support  to  the  republican  party,  taking 
an  active  part  in  all  local  and  municipal  elections.  Although  he  is  not  an  office 
holder  at  the  present  time,  he  served  as  township  assessor  for  five  years,  dis¬ 
charging  the  duties  of  that  position  most  creditably. 


JOSEPH  SHAW. 

In  a  history  of  agricultural  progress  in  Polk  county  there  is  no  one  whose 
life  indicates  more  clearly  the  possibilities  which  the  county  offers  for  the  at¬ 
tainment  of  success  in  farming  operations  than  does  that  of  Joseph  Shaw,  who 
started  out  here  as  a  farm  hand  and  before  his  death  was  the  owner  of  almost 
one  thousand  acres  of  land.  He  was  born  May  15,  1829,  in  New  Mills,  York¬ 
shire,  England.  His  father,  William  Shaw,  was  a  farmer  of  that  country  and 
represented  one  of  the  old  Yorkshire  families  living  near  New  Mills  for  many 
generations.  In  the  family  of  William  Shaw  were  six  children,  William,  George, 
Sarah,  Elizabeth,  Anne  and  Joseph,  but  the  last  named  is  the  only  one  who 
emigrated  to  America.  He  spent  his  youth  upon  his  father’s  farm  and  was  edu¬ 
cated  in  the  public  schools,  while  later  he  pursued  a  course  in  a  veterinary  col¬ 
lege.  Following  his  father’s  death  in  i860  he  crossed  the  Atlantic  and  estab¬ 
lished  his  home  in  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania,  but  after  a  year  sought  the  op¬ 
portunities  of  the  middle  west,  making  his  way  to  Milwaukee,  Wisconsin,  where 
he  was  employed  by  the  United  States  government  as  inspector  of  horses  for 
cavalry  use. 

It  was  while  living  in  Wisconsin  in  1863  that  Mr.  Shaw  was  married  and 
m  the  latter  part  of  that  year,  accompanied  by  his  bride,  came  to  Des  Moines. 
Soon  afterward  he  established  his  home  on  a  farm  in  Warren  county,  Iowa, 
where  he  worked  by  the  month  for  a  time,  after  which  he  cultivated  rented 
land.  In  1866  he  rented  a  farm  in  Polk  county,  north  of  Des  Moines,  and  re¬ 
sided  thereon  for  five  years,  at  the  end  of  which  time  he  was  enabled,  through 
his  previous  industry  and  economy,  to  purchase  eighty  acres  of  land.  His  new 
farm,  situated  in  Washington  township,  became  the  family  homestead  and  is 
still  in  possession  of  his  children.  For  ten  years  Joseph  Shaw  continued  a  resi¬ 
dent  of  Washington  township  and  as  opportunity  offered  added  to  his  hold¬ 
ings.  In  1881  he  removed  to  Franklin  township,  where  he  erected  a  new  resi¬ 
dence  and  made  his  home  to  the  time  of  his  death,  which  occurred  November 
9>  I9°5-  That  prosperity  attended  him  as  the  years  passed  by  is  indicated  by 
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the  fact  that  he  became  the  owner  of  nine  hundred  and  ten  acres  in  Franklin  and 
Washington  townships,  his  holdings  and  farm  lands  being  equalled  by  few  resi¬ 
dents  of  Polk  county.  He  also  engaged  extensively  in  feeding  and  raising  stock 
and  seemed  to  carry  forward  to  successful  completion  whatever  he  undertook. 
He  possessed  great  energy  and  determination,  enabling  him  to  overcome  all 
obstacles  and  difficulties  in  his  path,  and,  moreover,  he  was  scrupulously  honest 
in  all  business  transactions. 

On  the  1 6th  of  July,  1863,  Air.  Shaw  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Johanna 
Gleason,  a  daughter  oi  Timothy  and  Julia  (Russell)  Gleason,  who  were  natives 
of  County  Tipperary,  Ireland,  where  the  father  followed  farming.  For  many 
generations  the  Gleason  family  lived  near  Loughmore.  Unto  Timothy  Gleason 
and  his  wife  were  born  ten  children :  Catharine,  Mary,  Margaret,  Honora,  Ellen, 
Julia,  William,  John,  Johanna  and  Timothy.  All  of  the  family  are  deceased  and 
they  all  remained  in  Ireland  with  the  exception  of  William,  who  went  to  Aus¬ 
tralia,  and  Mrs.  Shaw,  who  came  to  America  about  i860,  landing  at  Quebec, 
Canada,  where  she  resided  for  a  year.  She  then  went  to  Milwaukee,  Wisconsin, 
where  she  formed  the  acquaintance  of  Mr.  Shaw  to  whom  she  gave  her  hand 
in  marriage.  She  was  a  good  industrious  woman  and  her  life  was  a  quiet  one 
but  Mr.  Shaw’s  great  success  is  in  part  attributable  to  her.  The  seven  children 
born  to  them  are:  Julia  A.,  who  is  living  on  the  old  homestead;  Mary  Ellen, 
who  was  a  twin  sister  of  Julia  and  died  at  the  age  of  eight  months;  Timothy  J., 
a  farmer  and  stock-buyer  of  Stewart,  Iowa,  who  married  Margaret  Kelly  and 
has  five  children;  John  F.,  residing  on  the  old  homestead;  Mary  T.,  the  deceased 
wife  of  Dennis  J.  Healy,  of  Stewart,  by  whom  she  had  one  child;  Margaret, 
who  died  in  infancy ;  and  William  M.,  who  resides  on  the  old  home  place  and 
is  mentioned  elsewhere  in  this  volume. 

Mr.  Shaw  and  his  family  were  members  of  the  Catholic  church  and  in  politics 
he  was  a  republican.  He  never  aspired  to  political  office  but  for  a  number  of  years 
served  as  school  director,  the  cause  of  education  finding  in  him  a  stalwart  cham¬ 
pion.  His  death  occurred  in  November,  1905,  and  his  wife  survived  until  August, 
1910.  During  the  long  years  of  his  residence  in  Polk  county  he  maintained  a  most 
creditable  position  as  a  leading  farmer  and  business  man  and  his  record  may 
well  serve  as  a  source  of  inspiration  and  encouragement  to  others,  showing  what 
may  be  accomplished  when  determination  and  ambition  form  the  keystone  of 
character.  His  record,  too,  for  integrity  and  worth  in  all  business  transactions 
is  most  commendable,  and  he  thus  made  for  himself  an  honored  name. 


ALVY  S.  GIFFORD. 

Alvy  S.  Gifford,  an  agriculturist  of  Washington  township,  was  born  on  the 
farm  where  he  now  resides  on  the  226.  of  May,  1874,  and  is  a  son  of  George 
W.  and  Susan  (Snyder)  Gifford.  The  parents  are  both  natives  of  Pennsylvania, 
the  father  having  come  to  Polk  county  when  a  youth  of  eighteen  years.  For 
some  time  thereafter  he  worked  by  the  month  as  a  farm  hand,  following  which 
he  purchased  eighty  acres  of  land  in  Washington  township.  He  immediately 
began  improving  and  cultivating  this  property,  adding  to  his  holdings  from  time 
to  time  until  he  had  acquired  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  all  of  which  is  fertile 
and  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation.  The  mother  passed  away  in  November, 
1890. 

Reared  on  the  home  farm,  Alvy  S.  Gifford  attended  the  district  schools  in  the 
acquirement  of  his  education  until  he  felt  that  he  had  sufficient  knowledge  of  the 
common  branches  to  warrant  his  laying  aside  his  text-books  in  order  to  assume 
the  heavier  responsibilities  of  life.  He  then  gave  his  entire  time  and  attention 
to  the  work  of  the  farm  under  the  direction  of  his  father  until  he  was  twenty- 
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two,  when  he  left  the  parental  roof  to  begin  life  for  himself.  For  a  time  he 
worked  as  a  farm  hand  and  then  rented  land,  which  he  cultivated  until  he  re¬ 
moved  to  his  father's  homestead,  now  operating  it  in  connection  with  an  eighty 
acre  tract  in  Jasper  county.  Mr.  Gifford  is  making  a  specialty  of  raising  and 
feeding  stock  and  places  from  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  to  one  hundred  and 
fifty  hogs  on  the  market  each  year,  while  he  always  keeps  fifty  head  of  cattle  and 
about  ten  horses. 

On  the  24th  of  February,  1904,  Mr.  Gifford  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Bessie  Dunlap,  a  daughter  of  James  and  Emma  (Eatwell)  Dunlap,  the  father 
a  native  of  Iowa  and  the  mother  of  Michigan.  Mr.  Dunlap,  who  was  born  and 
reared  in  Polk  county,  early  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits,  first  as"  a  renter, 
following  which  he  bought  several  farms  that  he  cultivated  for  a  time  and  then 
sold,  finally  settling  upon  his  present  place  of  ninety  acres  two  miles  west  of 
Farrar.  Here  he  and  his  wife  continue  to  reside.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gifford  have 
one  daughter,  Lenore  E.,  who  is  four  years  of  age. 

In  matters  of  religion  the  views  of  Mr  and  Mrs.  Gifford  coincide  with  the 
tenets  of  the  Methodist  Protestant  church,  of  which  they  are  members.  Ever 
since  attaining  his  majority  Mr.  Gifford  has  cast  his  ballot  in  support  of  the  men 
and  measures  of  the  republican  party,  and  he  has  several  times  been  elected  to 
township  offices  but  would  never  qualify,  although  he  is  now  serving  as  school 
director  and  has  filled  the  position  of  road  supervisor.  Owing  to  the  competent 
supervision  and  intelligent  direction  of  his  affairs  Mr.  Gifford  is  meeting  with 
success  and  is  becoming  recognized  as  one  of  the  substantial  citizens  of  Washing¬ 
ton  township. 


ULYSUS  A,  RICE,  M.  D. 

The  life  of  Dr.  Ulysus  A.  Rice,  of  Des  Moines,  has  been  one  of  unusual 
activity  and  usefulness  and,  although  he  is  now  in  the  sixty-eighth  year  of  his 
age,  his  services  are  more  widely  called  for  than  ever  before.  He  was  born  at 
Bethel,  Clermont  county,  Ohio,  September  27,  1843,  a  son  of  Esau  Daily  and 
Sarah  (Emmons)  Rice,  the  latter  of  whom  was  a  native  of  Mount  Pleasant, 
Ohio.  The  father  was  born  in  1815  and  in  1867  came  to  Iowa  and  opened  a 
blacksmith  shop  at  Pella.  Subsequently  he  moved  to  Guthrie  county  and  en¬ 
gaged  in  farming,  becoming  one  of  the  substantial  and  prosperous  members 
of  the  community. 

Ulysus  A.  Rice  received  his  preliminary  education  in  the  district  schools 
and,  being  attracted  to  a  professional  career,  attended  the  American  Health 
College  at  Cincinnati,  Ohio.  In  1888  he  entered  King  College,  Des  Moines,  from 
which  he  was  graduated  with  the  degree  of  M.  D.  When  he  came  to 
Des  Moines  the  city  numbered  twelve  thousand  inhabitants  and  he  has  been  a 
witness  of  the  great  change  that  has  since  taken  place  here  and  in  the  sur¬ 
rounding  country.  He  is  a  disciple  of  the  eclectic  school  of  medicine  and  at  the 
start  had  many  difficulties  to  overcome.  Gradually  prejudices  disappeared  and 
he  won  a  place  as  a  leading-  practitioner  of  his  school  in  Des  Moines.  He  owes 
his  present  high  standing  to  conscientious  devotion  to  a  noble  profession,  for 
which  he  thoroughly  prepared  himself  by  close  and  well  directed  application. 

On  the  10th  of  August,  1862,  Dr.  Rice  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Selilah  Jane  Wells,  of  Bethel,  Ohio.  Five  children  came  to  bless  this  union, 
namely:  F.  B.,  now  of  Commerce,  Iowa,  who  was  born  August  2,  1863,  and  mar¬ 
ried  Miss  Bertha  Anderson,  October  22,  1882;  Ulysus  A.,  Jr.,  who  was  born 
August  28,  1869,  and  is  now  connected  with  the  Register  and  Leader,  a  well 
known  newspaper  of  Des  Moines;  Flora  B.,  who  was  born  September  16,  1872, 
and  died  August  17,  1893;  Harry  A.,  born  October  5,  1887,  and  also  employed 
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by  the  Register  and  Leader;  and  Fred  Guy,  born  June  3,  1879.  F.  B.,  the 
eldest  son  has  five  children,  Mabel,  Lulu,  Le  Roy,  Myrtle,  and  Loren.  Dr.  Rice 
is  a  valued  member  of  the  Masonic  order,  the  Odd  Fellows  and  the  American 
Mechanics.  Politically  he  is  identified  with  the  republican  party  and  is  in  sym¬ 
pathy  with  the  progressive  element  which  believes  that  the  party  has  within 
itself  the  ability  to  correct  abuses  and  keep  in  touch  with  the  most  advanced 
ideas  in  local  and  national  affairs.  In  religious  belief  Dr.  Rice  gives  his  adher¬ 
ence  to  the  Christian  church.  He  has  a  host  of  friends  in  Des  Moines,  where 
he  has  been  favorably  known  for  many  years  as  one  of  the  most  successful 
exemplifiers  of  the  healing  art.  Pie  has  made  some  valuable  original  discoveries 
in  medicine,  upon  one  of  which  he  has  experimented  for  eighteen  years,  and  as 
he  keeps  at  all  times  thoroughly  informed  concerning  the  latest  developments 
of  his  profession  both  in  America  and  Europe  he  justly  deserves  the  high  esteem 
in  which  he  is  held  by  all  who  know  him. 


DANIEL  P.  GRIGSBY. 

Daniel  P.  Grigsby,  whose  homestead,  Cedar  Croft  Farm,  is  one  of  the  valu¬ 
able  properties  of  Union  township,  was  born  in  this  county  on  the  nth  of  Octo¬ 
ber,  1855,  a  son  of  John  H.  and  Susan  (Worden)  Grigsby,  natives  of  Ohio. 
In  the  fall  of  1852  they  came  to  Iowa  and  located  on  a  farm  in  Polk  county, 
where  Mrs.  Grigsby  passed  away  one  year  later  at  the  age  of  twenty-six  years 
and  was  laid  to  rest  in  the  Hopkins  cemetery.  In  the  family  were  four  children, 
Daniel  P.  being  the  youngest.  The  father  was  again  married  in  1859,  his  second 
wife  being  Miss  Nancy  J.  Wolgomott,  a  daughter  of  David  Wolgomott  of  Ohio. 
Thirteen  children  were  born  of  this  union,  nine  of  whom  are  living  at  the 
present  time..  Air.  Grigsby  had  followed  the  vocation  of  farming  all  his  life 
and  was  living  retired  in  Madrid  at  the  time  of  his  death  February  6,  1911,  at 
the  venerable  age  of  almost  eighty-five  years. 

Daniel  P.  Grigsby  spent  his  early  years  quite  similarly  to  the  majority  of 
boys  in  Iowa  during  pioneer  days.  He  attended  the  district  school  during  its 
brief  sessions  and  when  not  thus  engaged  assisted  in  the  work  of  the  farm  or 
indulged  in  the  recreations  of  the  season.  As  his  strength  developed  with  the 
passing  years,  his  duties  and  responsibilities  about  the  homestead  increased,  and 
after  laying  aside  his  school  books  he  spent  his  time  in  the  field  with  his  father  un¬ 
til  he  attained  his  majority.  For  three  years  thereafter  he  worked  as  a  farm 
hand  and  then  returned  home  but  after  remaining  there  for  another  year  he 
bought  forty  acres  of  land  in  Audubon  county,  Iowa,  which  he  cultivated  for  one 
year  and  then  sold  it.  For  thirteen  years  following  he  farmed  as  a  renter  but 
in  1894  he  bought  forty  acres,  which  he  operated  until  1909,  when  he  sold  his 
place  and  in  September  of  the  same  year  purchased  and  moved  on  his  present 
farm,  which  contains  one  hundred  acres  of  land  on  section  17,  Union  township. 
Here  he  engages  in  general  farming  and  stock-raising  and  is  meeting  with  suc¬ 
cess  in  his  ventures. 

In  January,  1881,  Mr.  Grigsby  married  Miss  Frances  Lee,  a  daughter  of  J. 
K.  and  Sarah  C.  (Bullington)  Lee,  natives  of  Indiana,  who  came  to  Iowa  during 
the  pioneer  days.  She  was  born  on  the  26th  of  October,  1863,  and  was  the  fifth 
in  a  family  of  twelve  children.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Grigsby  have  become  the  parents 
of  five  children,  as  follows:  Robert  A.,  who  is  a  Methodist  minister,  married 
Miss  Malva  Drake  and  lives  at  Spring  Hill,  Iowa.  Cora  P..  who  was  united  in 
marriage  on  the  12th  of  October,  1910,  to  William  R.  Jacobs,  is  now  living  in 
Boone  county,  Iowa.  Frederick  M.  is  unmarried  and  lives  with  his  parents. 
Elwin  D.  is  the  fourth  and  youngest  member  of  the  family  now  living.  The 
fifth  died  in  infancy. 
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The  family  attend  the  United  Brethren  church  of  Hopkins  Grove,  of  which 
the  parents  are  members.  Fraternally  Mr.  Grigsby  is  identified  with  the  Knights 
of  Pythias  and  he  is  also  a  member  of  the  Corn  Growers  Association.  Ever 
since  being  granted  the  right  of  suffrage  he  has  cast  his  ballot  for  the  candidates 
of  the  republican  party  at  all  national  and  state  elections,  but  on  local  issues  he 
votes  independently.  He  is  at  present  serving  as  a  school  director,  which  office 
he  has  held  for  eight  years. 


OLIVER  P.  HERRICK. 

The  field  of  business  is  so  wide  and  the  opportunities  so  limitless,  that  it  is 
a  matter  of  astonishment  that  the  great  majority  of  people  are  content  to  re¬ 
main  in  the  less  important  walks  of  business  nor  strive  to  emulate  the  oppor¬ 
tunities  of  those  who  are  in  positions  of  leadership.  A  laudable  ambition  and  firm 
determination,  however,  prompted  Oliver  P.  Herrick  at  all  times  to  push  for¬ 
ward  and  in  the  legitimate  field  of  business  activity  he  has  reached  a  most  credit¬ 
able  and  enviable  position  of  prominence,  being  today  the  foremost  general  con¬ 
tractor  of  Des  Moines.  He  is  also  the  owner  of  the  Observatory  building,  one 
of  the  fine  modern  structures  of  the  city,  and  has  real-estate  investments  in  the 
south. 

Mr.  Herrick  is  a  native  of  Princeton,  Illinois,  born  April  19,1868.  The  Her¬ 
rick  family  comes  of  Norwegian  ancestry,  the  first  representatives  of  the  name 
in  America  settling  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic  in  the  early  part  of  the  seven¬ 
teenth  century.  In  Norway  the  name  was  originally  written  Herrickson.  They 
were  outlawed  from  Norway,  however,  several  hundred  years  ago,  and  sought 
refuge  in  America. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  Israel  P.  Herrick,  came  to  Polk  county,  Iowa,  in 
1870,  and  settled  near  Grimes.  For  many  years  he  followed  farming  in  this 
county  but  eventually  retired  and  took  up  his  abode  in  Des  Moines  where  his 
death  occurred  June  22,  1907.  It  was  in  Princeton,  Illinois,  that  he  met  and 
married  Miss  Katie  A.  Hazzard,  who  was  a  native  of  Maine  and  in  her  girl¬ 
hood  days  accompanied  her  parents  to  Princeton.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Herrick  had  a 
family  of  seven  children :  Cameron,  who  was  born  in  Princeton  and  is  now  de¬ 
ceased  ;  Flora,  who  was  born  in  Princeton  and  is  the  wife  of  William  Webb,  a 
resident  of  Sulphur  Springs,  Colorado  ;  Grant,  who  was  born  in  Princeton  and 
has  departed  this  life ;  Rose,  who  was  born  in  Princeton  and  is  a  resident  of 
Lincoln,  Nebraska;  Estella,  who  was  born  in  Polk  county,  and  is  the  wife  of 
Dr.  McConnaughy,  a  resident  of  Prairie  City,  Iowa ;  and  Maggie,  who  was 
born  in  Green  county,  Iowa,  and  is  the  wife  of  Edward  Rafifensperger,  who  i9 
engaged  in  the  automobile  business  in  Des  Moines. 

The  other  member  of  the  family  is  Oliver  P.  Herrick,  who  was  but  two 
years  of  age  when  brought  by  his  parents  to  Iowa,  so  that  his  education  was 
acquired  in  the  public  schools  of  Polk  county  which  he  attended  to  the  age  of 
eighteen  years.  Through  the  periods  of  vacation  and  when  the  hours  of  study 
were  over  during  the  school  year  he  worked  with  his  father  on  the  farm  and 
after  putting  aside  his  text-books  continued  to  assist  in  the  improvement  and 
cultivation  of  the  home  place  until  he  had  attained  his  majority,  when  he  left 
the  farm  and  for  several  years  thereafter  gave  his  attention  to  teaming.  He 
has  done  more  work  in  the  city  of  Des  Moines  than  any  other  firm  or  individual, 
his  contracts  in  the  past  fifteen  years  amounting  to  over  two  million  dollars. 
He  still  continues  in  the  contracting  business  as  the  foremost  in  this  line  in  the 
city  and  at  the  present  time  has  also  other  sources  of  income.  He  was  the  builder 
and  is  the  owner  of  the  Observatory  building,  one  of  the  principal  office  struc¬ 
tures  of  the  city.  He  dug  the  cellar  for  the  original  owner,  never  dreaming  that 
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in  the  course  of  years  the  property  would  one  day  become  his  and  constitute 
the  site  of  one  of  Des  Moines’  finest  buildings.  He  has  also  made  extensive 
investments  in  lands  in  Texas  and  also  has  other  interests. 

On  the  4th  of  November,  1888,  Mr.  Herrick  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Stella  Kimball,  a  daughter  of  B.  F.  Kimball,  who  is  now  deceased.  Her  parents 
were  among  the  pioneer  settlers  of  Des  Moines  and  here  Mrs.  Herrick  was  born. 
By  her  marriage  she  has  become  the  mother  of  one  son,  Glenn  G.,  who  was  born 
in  Des  Moines,  November  12,  1896.  Mr.  Herrick  is  a  well  known  advocate  of 
republican  principles  but  not  an  aspirant  for  office.  He  belongs  to  the  Odd  Fel¬ 
lows  Lodge  and  also  has  membership  relations  with  the  Benevolent  and  Pro¬ 
tective  Order  of  Elks,  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  the  Modern  Brotherhood  of 
America.  Aside  from  the  fraternities  he  is  connected  with  Hyperion  Club  and 
the  Automobile  Club.  He  stands  as  a  splendid  example  of  a  salf-made  man  and 
has  been  not  only  the  architect  but  also  the  builder  of  his  own  fortunes.  Wisely 
has  he  directed  his  labors  and  his  intelligent  effort  has  brought  him  up  from 
humble  surroundings  and  led  him  forward  and  upward  to  a  plane  of  success  and 
affluence.  He  certainly  deserves  much  credit  for  what  he  has  accomplished  as 
his  prosperity  represents  the  fit  utilization  of  his  time  and  talents. 


CHARLES  EDGAR  HARVEY. 

Charles  Edgar  Harvey,  one  of  the  enterprising  and  progressive  agriculturists 
of  rhis  county,  is  residing  on  the  farm  in  Delaware  township  where  he  was  born 
on  the  7th  of  November,  1869.  a  son  of  William  and  Rebecca  (Knadler)  Harvey, 
the  father  a  native  of  Ohio  and  the  mother  of  Indiana.  The  parents  came  to  Iowa 
in  pioneer  days  and  located  in  Delaware  township,  this  county,  continuing  to  re¬ 
side  there  during  the  remainder  of  their  lives.  Our  subject’s  paternal  grandparents 
came  at  the  same  time  and  made  their  home  in  Four  Mile  township  until  called  to 
their  final  rest.  William  Harvey  engaged  in  farming  all  of  his  life,  but  he  was 
never  a  very  robust  man,  always  suffering  with  dyspepsia,  and  he  passed  away  in 
May,  1876,  at  the  age  of  thirty-seven  years.  His  wife  lived  until  February,  1895. 
being  fifty  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  her  demise.  They  were  both  laid  to  rest  in 
Woodland  cemetery.  Four  children  were  born  to  them,  three  sons  and  one 
daughter:  Samuel  M.,  the  eldest,  who  married  Olive  Strain  and  now  lives  in 
Des  Moines,  has  three  sons.  Anna  M.  became  the  wife  of  L.  L.  Talbott  of  the 
capital  city  and  had  one  child,  who  died  in  infancy  and  she,  too,  passed  away  in 
1888  at  the  age  of  twenty-two  years.  William,  the  youngest  child,  died  in 
infancy. 

Charles  Edgar  Harvey  spent  his  early  years  in  a  manner  very  similar  to 
the  majority  of  boys  who  are  reared  in  the  more  sparsely  settled  districts.  He 
acquired  his  education  in  the  common  schools  of  Polk  county  and  when  he  felt 
that  he  was  qualified  to  assume  the  heavier  responsibilities  of  life  laid  aside 
his  text-books  and  operated  the  old  homestead  for  his  mother.  He  worked 
for  his  mother  until  he  had  reached  the  age  of  twenty-five  years,  at  which  period 
he  began  farming  for  himself  on  the  property  where  he  now  lives,  having  in¬ 
herited  it  from  his  father.  He  has  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land  on 
section  33,  Delaware  township,  and  here  he  engages  in  general  farming,  in  which 
pursuit  he  has  met  with  profitable  returns.  He  has  improved  the  place  very 
much  during  the  period  of  his  residence  there,  having  tiled  the  land,  built  good 
substantial  fences,  and  in  1898  he  erected  a  thoroughly  modern  and  convenient 
residence  containing  nine  rooms.  His  land  is  very  valuable,  as  besides  being 
most  fertile  it  is  underlaid  by  a  rich  vein  of  coal,  which  is  being  mined  by  the 
Economy  Coal  Company  on  the  percentage  basis. 
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It  was  on  the  nth  of  December,  1897,  that  Mr.  Harvey  married  Miss  Hattie 
Beile  Cole,  a  daughter  of  Ridley  and  Sarah  (Clendenen)  Cole,  natives  of  Eng¬ 
land  and  Pennsylvania  respectively.  Mr.  Cole  emigrated  to  the  United  States 
when  a  youth  of  nineteen  years  and  made  his  way  to  the  west,  locating  in  Dela¬ 
ware  county,  Iowa.  It  was  in  Warren  county  that  he  later  met  Miss  Clendenen, 
whom  he  married  in  1863.  A  few  years  subsequently  they  settled  in  Warren 
county,  and  there  on  the  17th  of  November,  1888,  Mrs.  Cole  passed  away  at  the 
age  of  forty-three  years.  Mr.  Cole  followed  agricultural  pursuits  all  of  his 
active  life  but  is  now  living  retired  in  St.  Charles,  Madison  county,  enjoying 
the  comforts  and  ease  denied  him  in  his  hard-working  youth.  They  were  the 
parents  of  twelve  children,  of  whom  Mrs.  Harvey,  born  on  the  12th  of  Novem¬ 
ber,  1878,  was  the  ninth.  The  others  are  as  follows:  Maria  married  Herbert 
Burger,  of  Warren  county,  and  they  have  five  children  and  live  in  Holdrege, 
Nebraska.  James  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Lillie  Snow,  of  Knoxville, 
Iowa,  and  tfiey  have  two  children  and  live  in  Warren  county.  John,  who  mar¬ 
ried  Miss  Ida  Rundle,  of  Madison  county,  has  five  children.  Emma  became  the 
wife  of  Riley  G.  Nickle,  of  Madison  county,  and  is  now  living  in  Des  Moines. 
Charles,  who  is  living  in  Holdrege,  Nebraska,  married  Miss  Hattie  Crandall  and 
has  four  children.  George,  the  sixth  child,  is  married  and  makes  his  home  in 
South  Dakota.  Robert  married  Miss  Sylvia  Porter  and  they  have  two  children 
and  live  in  Greene  county.  Alba,  who  is  a  resident  of  this  county,  married  Miss 
Minnie  Anderson  and  has  one  child.  Ridley,  residing  in  Union  county,  married 
Miss  Katie  Schaff  and  they  became  the  parents  of  three  children,  one  of  whom 
is  deceased.  Fred,  who  lives  in  Des  Moines,  married  Dena  Baughstry,  of  Story 
county,  and  they  have  one  child.  Ethel  married  Walter  Merryman,  of  Warren 
county,  and  they  have  one  child  and  live  in  Madison  county.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Harvey  also  have  one  child,  Hazel  Arlene,  who  was  born  on  the  8th  of  Novem¬ 
ber,  1900. 

Ever  since  age  conferred  upon  him  the  rights  of  suffrage  Mr.  Harvey  has 
cast  his  ballot  independently.  He  always  gives  his  support  to  those  measures 
which  he  feels  are  best  adapted  to  meet  the  needs  and  requirements  of  the 
time,  and  the  men  whom  he  feels  will  best  sustain  and  advance  such  issues. 


HAROLD  RIVERS  HOWELL. 

Beginning  as  an  insurance  solicitor  Harold  Rivers  Howell  of  Des  Moines 
steadily  advanced  in  a  vocation  to  which  he  appears  to  have  been  especially 
adapted  from  the  very  outset  of  his  business  career,  and  today  he  is  president 
of  one  of  the  largest  fire  insurance  companies  of  the  middle  west.  He  has  paid 
the  price  of  success  in  activity  and  hard  work  and  his  record  cannot  fail  to  be 
an  inspiration  to  any  young  man  who  is  ambitious  to  attain  an  honorable  name. 
He  was  born  in  Millbrook,  Ontario,  Canada,  February  23,  1868,  son  of  Adam 
and  Mary  E.  Howell.  The  parents  came  to  Polk  county,  Iowa,  in  the  fall  of 
1868,  and  the  following  year  the  father  accepted  a  position  with  the  Hawkey e 
Insurance  Company.  He  was  secretary  of  the  company  for  many  years  and 
afterward  its  president,  serving  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1899.  He 
was  a  man  of  many  admirable  qualities  and  one  who  gained  the  confidence  and 
respect  of  all  with  whom  he  came  into  contact. 

Mr.  Howell,  of  this  review,  was  brought  to  Des  Moines  by  his  parents  .while 
in  his  infancy  and  received  his  preliminary  education  in  the  public  schools  of 
this  city.  Subsequently  he  matriculated  in  the  Northwestern  University  at 
Evanston,  Illinois,  from  which  he  was  graduated  with  a  degree  of  B.  S.  in  1889. 
He  immediately  became  identified  with  the  insurance  business  as  a  solicitor  at 
Des  Moines  and  in  1891  became  a  partner  in  the  insurance  agency  of  Ryman, 
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Lantz  &  Howell.  In  1898  he  was  appointed  assistant  secretary  of  the  Hawkeye 
Insurance  Company,  and  performed  his  duties  with  such  ability  that  in  1905 
he  was  made  president  of  the  company. 

In  1910  a  consolidation  was  effected  between  the  Hawkeye  and  the  Des 
Moines  Fire  Insurance  Companies,  and  Mr.  Howell  has  since  been  president 
of  the  consolidated  companies.  He  is  also  president  of  the  Commercial  Fire 
Insurance  Company  and  the  United  Realties  Company,  and  vice  president  of 
the  \\  ilcox-Howell-Hopkins  Company.  In  addition  to  his  duties  in  connection 
with  the.  fire  insurance  business  he  is  a  member  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the 
Des  Moines  National  Bank,  the  Central  Trust  Company  and  the  Young  Men’s 
Christian  Association  of  Des  Moines,  and  is  recognized  as  one  of  the  prominent 
and  progressive  factors  in  the  business  circles  of  the  city. 

In  January,  1891,  at  Fond  du  Lac,  Wisconsin,  Mr.  Howell  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Miss  Elizabeth  M.  Brown,  daughter  of  H.  P.  and  Maria  K.  Brown. 
Mrs.  Howell  is  a  highly  accomplished  lady,  a  graduate  of  the  Northwestern 
University  and  a  member  of  the  Kappa  Kappa  Gama  Society  of  her  alma  mater. 
She  comes  of  ancestors  who  landed  very  early  on  the  shores  of  the  new  world 
and  is  a  member  of  the  society  of  the  Sons  and  Daughters  of  the  Mayflower, 
and  also  of  the  Daughters  of  the  Revolution.  The  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Howell  has  been  blessed  by  the  birth  of  two  children,  namely :  Dorothy  Brown 
and  Henry  Adam. 

Politically,  Mr.  Howell  affiliates  with  the  republican  party,  but  he  has  never 
aspired  to  the  honors  of  public  office,  as  his  time  and  energies  have  been  devoted 
to  business  affairs.  He  is  identified  with  the  Phi  Delta  Theta  Fraternity,  with 
which  he  became  connected  when  at  the  university.  In  religious  belief  he  adheres 
to  the  Methodist  church,  and  socially  holds  membership  in  the  Grant,  Golf  and 
Country  and  Des  Moines  Clubs. 

It  is  to  men  like  Mr.  Howell  that  the  country  owes  much  of  its  progress. 
Thoroughly  competent  in  the  discharge  of  business  affairs,  faithful  to  every 
trust,  and  always  found  in  the  advanced  line  in  anything  he  undertakes,  he  may 
rightfully  be  regarded  as  a  leader  whom  it  is  a  pleasure  to  know  and  to  follow. 
He  possesses  the  great  requisites  of  leadership,  initiative,  will  power,  character 
and  intelligence,  and  is  widely  recognized  as  one  of  the  substantial  men  of  the 
community,  capable  of  filling  any  position  to  which  he  may  aspire. 


JAMES  CUNNINGHAM  JORDAN. 

It  would  be  impossible  to  write  a  complete  history  of  Des  Moines  without 
mention  of  James  Cunningham  Jordan,  for  his  name  is  interwoven  with  many 
events  which  have  left  their  impress  upon  the  city  in  its  progress  toward  larger 
and  broader  interests.  He  also  aided  in  shaping  the  legislation  of  the  state  and  was 
a  warm  friend  and  adviser  of  Governor  Kirkwood  during  the  period  of  the  Civil 
war.  His  birth  occurred  in  Greenbrier  county,  West  Virginia,  on  the  4th  of 
March,  1813,  his  parents  being  John  and  Agnes  (Cunningham)  Jordan,  who  were 
also  natives  of  that  state  as  were  his  grandparents,  the  families  being  old  ones  in 
that  section  of  the  south. 

Although  his  educational  opportunities  were  only  such  as  were  afforded  by 
the  common  schools,  broad  experience  brought  him  wide  knowledge  and  he  be¬ 
came  an  active  and  practical  man  of  affairs  whose  sound  judgment  was  recog¬ 
nized  by  all.  He  early  engaged  in  farming  and  live-stock  dealing  and  subsequently 
turned  his  attention  to  the  purchase  and  sale  of  real  estate  and  the  promotion  of 
the  earlier  railways  of  his  district.  In  fact  he  became  identified  with  almost 
every  business  proposition  which  appealed  to  him  as  sound  and  creditable  to 
handle.  His  success  was  steady  and  firm,  furnishing  him  and  his  family  with  a 
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(most  comfortable  competence.  As  a  director  of  the  branch  of  the  State  Bank 
at  Des  Moines,  his  interests  were  often  subjected  to  rigid  inspection  and  it  was 
with  a  pardonable  pride  that  he  would  say:  “The  financial  coast  is  clear — no  tem¬ 
pest  to  catch  me  and  destroy.”  He  became  one  of  the  stockholders  on  the  or¬ 
ganization  of  the  bank  and  was  elected  a  member  of  its  board  of  directors.  While 
living  a  few  miles  out  in  the  country,  he  was  practically  a  resident  of  Des  Moines 
and  was  identified  with  many  of  its  enterprises  along  various  lines.  His  support 
of  any  project  seemed  to  many  of  his  fellowmen  an  indication  of  its  worth  and 
brought  to  it  further  support. 

Mr.  Jordan  was  twice  married.  In  1837,  at  Niles,  Michigan,  he  wedded 
Melinda  De  Witt  Pitman,  a  daughter  of  Benjamin  and  Jemima  (De  Witt)  Pit¬ 
man.  She  was  born  in  Mount  Vernon,  Ohio,  in  1819,  and  came  of  English  and 
Dutch  (Knickerbocker)  ancestry.  She  inherited  the  industry  and  thrift  of  her 

[parents  and  while  many  privations  incident  to  Iowa  pioneer  life  were  her  daily 
portion,  yet  her  modest  and  well  kept  home,  her  well  cared  for  family  and  her 
husband’s  well  preserved  pocketbook  were  constant  witnesses  to  the  indomitable 
energy,  the  continued  watchfulness  and  devotion  to  the  better  life  of  this  most 
admirable  woman.  She  was  a  lovely  Christian  wife  and  mother,  whose  light 
faded  far  too  soon  for  the  world’s  good.  She  died  at  the  age  of  thirty-five 
years.  In  1856  Mr.  Jordan  was  again  married,  in  Madison  county,  Iowa,  his  sec¬ 
ond  union  being  with  Cynthia  D.  Adams,  a  daughter  of  Cyrus  Adams,  a  descend¬ 
ant  of  the  Adams  and  Hancock  families  of  New  England.  The  children  of  the 
first  marriage  were  Benjamin  Pitman,  Emily  Agnes,  Henry  Clay,  John  Quincy, 
James  Finley  and  George  Benton.  The  children,  of  the  second  marriage  are 
Ella,  Calvin  Smith  and  Edward. 

A  southerner  by  birth  and  an  admirer  alike  of  Clay,  Harrison  and  Webster, 
Mr.  Jordan  passed  easily  to  the  support  of  Fremont,  Fillmore,  Harlan  and  Kirk¬ 
wood.  Years  before,  when  a  very  young  man,  in  Virginia,  he  became  convinced 
of  the  wrong  being  done  to  humanity  by  legalized  negro  slavery.  At  that  time  he 
was  one  of  a  party  engaged  in  hunting  up  and  returning  to  their  owners  a  num¬ 
ber  of  fugitive  slaves  who  had  escaped  from  the  neighboring  plantation.  They 
were  trying  to  elude  pursuit  by  hiding  in  bushes  and  caves  by  day  and  stealing  out 
at  night,  enduring  untold  hardships  to  make  a  few  miles  toward  the  great  free 
west,  of  which  they  had  but  a  vague  idea,  from  hearsay  only.  These  people,  men, 
women  and  children,  with  hungry,  pinched  faces,  sad,  longing  eyes,  bleeding  feet, 
and  scanty,  ragged  clothing  were  quietly  caught  while  most  of  them  were  trying 
to  pray  for  deliverance,  and,  despite  their  pitiful  pleadings  and  remonstrances, 
were  marched  back  to  their  masters’  home  and  to  their  lowly  life  of  servitude  to 
await  the  coming  of  the  storm  of  anti-slavery  heralded  by  Wendell  Phillips, 
William  Lloyd  Garrison,  Henry  Ward  Beecher,  John  Brown  and  Abraham 
Lincoln.  Mr.  Jordan  was  a  particularly  warm  friend  of  Governor  Kirkwood, 
who  offered  him  many  military  places  of  honor,  which  were  declined  on  account 
of  his  conviction  that  he  would  represent  the  Union  cause  better  by  producing 
the  money  for  the  needs  of  the  government  by  remaining  in  civil  life  rather 
than  in  military.  In  1854  he  was  nominated  and  elected  state  senator,  being  the 
first  whig  to  represent  the  district  which  then  embraced  more  than  twenty  coun¬ 
ties.  His  course  received  indorsement  in  his  reelection  in  1856.  In  1879  he  was 
elected  representative  from  Polk  county  to  the  lower  house  of  the  eighteenth 
general  assembly  and  several  different  times  he  was  elected  a  member  of  the 
county  board  of  supervisors.  In  1854  he  introduced  a  bill  to  remove  the  capitol 
to  Des  Moines  and  by  most  strenuous  effort  on  the  part  of  himself  and  his 
friends  the  bill  was  passed.  He  was  among  the  first  few  who  met  Calvin  Leigh¬ 
ton  in  discussion  of  the  question  of  raising  funds  for  the  building  of  the  Des 
Moines  Valley  Railroad  and  he  suggested  the  way  to  secure  the  extension  of 
the  road  to  the  capital  city,  saying,  “I’ll  be  one  of  two  hundred  who  will  give 

a  thousand  dollars  each,”  and  the  money  was  raised, 
voi.  n— 5 1 
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Air.  Jordan  belonged  to  the  Early  Settlers  Society,  the  Tippecanoe,  Pioneers, 
Octogenarian,  and  Pioneer  Law  Makers  Societies,  and  his  genuine  worth  and 
force  of  character  commanded  for  him  the  stalwart  friendship  and  unfaltering 
regard  of  many.  He  was  also  an  earnest  Methodist,  devoted  his  time  and  money 
when  either  the  church  or  its  schools  needed  his  help  and  his  humble  cabin  and 
afterward  (when  success  was  his)  his  spacious  and  comfortable  home  were  well 
known  as  the  haven  and  resting  place  for  weary  ministers  and  their  families,  a 
most  cordial  hospitality  always  being  there  dispensed.  And  not  only  to  these,  but 
to  all  in  need  of  hospitality  was  his  house  a  shelter.  John  Brown  and  his  follow¬ 
ers  were  his  secret  guests  for  several  days  when  on  their  trip  to  Harper's  Ferry. 
His  home  was  very  frequently  the  resting  place  of  Hon.  John  A.  Kasson,  one  of 
Iowa’s  most  eminent  statesmen  and  diplomats,  and  the  warm  friendship  that  ex¬ 
isted  between  these  two  had  an  important  bearing  upon  the  political  history  of 
this  state.  From  the  foregoing  it  will  be  readily  seen  that  James  Cunningham 
Jordan  has  left  his  impress  upon  the  progress  and  upbuilding  of  Des  Moines  and 
central  Iowa  and  his  history  deserves  a  prominent  place  in  this  volume. 


HENRY  BROWN  HAWLEY. 

Few  lines  of  business  have  shown  such  a  marvelous  development  in  the  last 
quarter  of  a  century  as  insurance.  New  ideas  and  new  plans  have  been  infused 
into  the  business  and  Henry  Brown  Hawley  is  numbered  among  those  who  have 
manifested  an  initiative  spirit  in  this  held  ot  endeavor.  He  has  been  the  organizer 
of  two  successful  insurance  companies  and  of  one  of  these,  the  Great  Western 
Accident  Association,  is  still  the  president.  He  has  today  other  important  busi¬ 
ness  interests  and  is  well  known  as  a  representative  of  corporate  activities  in 
Des  Moines.  He  was  born  in  Gainesville,  New  York,  in  1856,  a  son  of  David 
Waldo  and  Julia  S.  (Brown)  Hawley.  The  father,  a  farmer  by  occupation,  is 
descended  from  the  famous  Waldo  and  Adams  families  of  Massachusetts,  while 
the  mother  was  a  daughter  of  a  soldier  of  the  war  of  1812  and  a  teacher  at  the 
age  of  sixteen  years.  Numerous  ancestors  of  the  colonial  and  revolutionary  days 
were  leaders  in  that  period,  relating  Air.  Hawley  to  John  Adams,  John  Quincy 
Adams,  William  Fowler,  John  Drake  and  Ralph  W  aldo  Emerson  of  later  days. 
He  is  of  the  seventh  generation  of  the  descendants  of  Thomas  Graves,  who  in 
1642  had  the  first  vessel  built  at  Boston  for  foreign  trade.  For  good  service  in 
the  English  channel  he  was  rewarded  by  parliament  with  the  title  of  rear  admiral. 

Henry  B.  Hawley  pursued  his  early  education  in  the  country  schools  and  in 
the  Warsaw  (N.  Y.)  Academy.  Subsequently  he  became  a  teacher  in  the  academy 
but  while  devoting  his  attention  to  that  profession  his  interest  in  mercantile  affairs 
was  awakened  and  he  became  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Rowe  &  Hawley,  grocers 
and  produce  merchants  of  Warsaw.  At  length,  however,  the  west,  with  its 
broader  opportunities,  attracted  him  and  upon  coming  to  Iowa  in  1882  he  pur¬ 
chased  a  creamery  at  Ames,  where  a  year  later  he  also  opened  a  grocery  and  boot 
and  shoe  store.  At  the  age  of  thirty  years  he  turned  his  attention  to  insurance 
as  a  life  work,  as  it  seemed  to  combine  both  the  intellectual  and  active  side  of 
business.  He  constantly  enlarged  the  scope  of  his  activities  in  this  connection 
and  became  the  founder  of  the  Bankers  Accident  Company,  of  which  he  served 
as  the  president  for  seven  years.  At  length  he  disposed  of  his  interest  in  that 
connection  to  organize  the  Great  Western  Accident  Association  on  different  lines. 
He  was  the  first  man  in  Iowa  to  establish  a  successful  health  and  accident  com¬ 
pany,  which  has  given  him  the  appellation  of  “Dean  of  Iowa  accident  insurance 
men.”  He  has  displayed  an  initiative  spirit  in  the  establishment  and  conduct 
of  important  insurance  interests,  striking  out  along  new  lines,  his  sound  judgment, 
however,  recognizing  the  value  of  the  course  which  he  pursues.  He  is  presi- 
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dent  of  the  Great  Western  Accident  Association  but  into  various  other  fields  has 
extended  his  efforts  and  many  enterprises  have  been  benefited  by  the  stimulus 
of  his  energy,  keen  discernment  and  unfaltering  perseverance.  He  is  a  director 
of  the  German  Savings  Bank,  vice  president  of  the  Granite  Brick  Company,  vice 
president  and  member  of  the  executive  committee  of  the  Town  Mutual  Dwell- 
inghouse  Fire  Association. 

On  the  ioth  of  April,  1879,  Mr.  Hawley  was  married  to  Miss  Carrie  Moss, 
daughter  of  Palmer  J.  and  Jennie  E.  Moss.  Mr.  Moss  was  for  several  years 
a  banker  at  Almont,  Michigan,  and  later  in  connection  with  Samuel  Maverick,  of 
San  Antonio,  Texas,  became  the  builder  of  the  first  line  of  street  railway  in 
that  city.  Mrs.  Hawley  is  very  prominent  in  the  social  circles  of  Des  Moines  and 
particularly  in  those  organizations  which  have  for  their  object  the  intellectual 
development  and  culture  of  their  representatives.  She  organized  and  is  now  the 
honorary  president  of  the  Des  Moines  Conversational  Club.  She  is  a  member  of 
the  Des  Moines  Women's  Club,  Unity  Circle  and  the  Press  and  Authors  Club. 
She  is  the  author  with  “R.  W.”  of  Your  Future  Revealed  by  the  Gods  of  Greece 
in  the  Words  of  Shakespeare.  She  has  written  quite  extensively  for  home  publi¬ 
cations  and  for  other  papers  and  magazines,  at  one  time  contributing  a  valuable 
paper  to  the  Midland  Monthly  on  American  Pottery.  Her  labors  have  been  a 
stimulus  in  the  intellectual  development  and  progress  of  Des  Moines.  She  is 
likewise  interested  in  benevolent  and  charitable  work  and  has  been  president  of 
the  Roadside  Settlement,  of  which  she  is  still  an  active  worker. 

Mr.  Hawley  gives  his  political  allegiance  to  the  progressive  wing  of  the  repub¬ 
lican  party  and  stands  as  a  stanch  advocate  of  the  movements  which  are  seeking 
reform  and  progress  in  the  field  of  political  activity.  Prominent  in  Masonry,  he 
has  attained  the  thirty-second  degree  of  the  Scottish  Rite  and  is  also  a  member  of 
the  Mystic  Shrine.  He  likewise  holds  membership  with  the  Knights  of  Pythias, 
with  the  Golf  and  Country  Club,  the  Grant  Club,  the  Sons  of  the  American 
Revolution  and  the  Unitarian  church — all  of  which  indicate  the  nature  of  his 
interests  and  the  rules  which  govern  his  conduct.  He  is  past  president  of  the 
Iowa  Society,  Sons  of  the  American  Revolution,  and  a  member  of  the  board  of 
Associated  Charities.  He  is  a  broad-minded  and  liberal  man,  interested  in  the 
work  of  progress,  reform  and  improvement  along  lines  that  do  not  hamper  the 
free  and  independent  development  of  the  individual  and  yet  contribute  to  the 
world's  progress. 


JACOB  A.  SMITH. 


Jacob  A.  Smith,  who  has  been  a  resident  of  Des  Moines  for  thirteen  years, 
during  more  than  half  of  which  period  he  has  been  the  head  of  the  Globe  Tan¬ 
ning  &  Manufacturing  Company,  is  a  native  of  Virginia,  having  been  born  in 
Augusta  county  on  the  14th  of  November,  1869.  His  father,  George  W.  Smith, 
who  was  a  farmer  and  stock-raiser  and  well  known  Civil  war  veteran  in  that 
section,  was  born  in  Rockingham  county,  Virginia,  and  was  a  son  of  Samuel 
Smith,  also  a  native  of  the  Old  Dominion,  who  removed  to  Indiana  during  pioneer 
days.  George  W.  Smith  was  married  in  1865  to  Mary  Catherine  Huffer,  of  Au¬ 
gusta  county,  Virginia,  who  was  of  German  extraction,  her  parents  having  come 
from  the  fatherland  to  the  United  States. 

Jacob  A.  Smith  was  reared  at  home,  obtaining  his  education  in  the  public 
schools  which  he  continued  to  attend  until  he  had  attained  the  age  of  twenty 
years.  On  the  22d  of  November,  1892  he  entered  the  employ  of  Frank  Alex¬ 
ander  &  Company,  continuing  in  their  service  until  September  3,  1898,  at  which 
time  he  withdrew  and  came  to  Des  Moines.  Upon  his  arrival  in  this  city  he  ob¬ 
tained  a  position  with  J.  D.  Seeberger,  the  duties  of  which  he  assumed  on  the 
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7th  of  September,  1898.  He  remained  with  Mr.  Seeberger  for  three  years, 
leaving  his  employ  on  the  25th  of  September,  1901.  Having  decided  that  he 
would  like  agricultural  pursuits  he  removed  to  a  farm  which  he  cultivated 
for  three  years  and  then  bought  out  the  Globe  Tanning  &  Manufacturing  Com¬ 
pany,  which,  in  association  with  his  brother,  he  has  ever  since  been  conducting 
at  222  South  East  First  street.  The  scope  of  their  activities  is  rather  extensive 
as  they  not  only  tan  hides  and  cure  furs  but  make  fur  coats,  fur  mittens,  robes, 
caps,  rugs  and  in  fact  all  articles  manufactured  from  fur.  They  either  provide 
the  pelts  for  the  purpose  or  cure  those  sent  them  by  their  patrons.  Kenneth  E. 
Smith  has  charge  of  the  tanning  department  and  is  a  competent  and  experienced 
workman.  It  is  one  of  the  largest  establishments  of  the  kind  in  the  middle 
west  and  is  equipped  with  every  facility  required  to  produce  the  best  results. 

On  the  6th  of  October,  1901,  Mr.  Smith  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Sarah  Goughenour,  a  native  of  Des  Moines  and  a  daughter  of  Samuel  and  De¬ 
lilah  Brown  Goughenour,  pioneer  settlers  of  Polk  county.  Four  children  have 
been  born  of  this  union :  Virgil  Ernest,  born  on  the  2d  of  October,  1902,  and 
Claude  Vernice,  born  on  the  12th  of  December,  1903,  both  of  whom  are  attend¬ 
ing  the  Whittier  school;  Miriam  Helen,  born  on  the  20th  of  August,  1905,  at¬ 
tending  kindergarten;  and  Vernon  Wilbur,  whose  birth  occurred  on  the  14th  of 
January,  1910. 

Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smith  affiliate  with  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  and  take 
an  active  and  helpful  interest  in  all  Christian  work,  their  social  life  being  cen¬ 
tered  in  the  church  as  they  find  no  enjoyment  in  worldly  amusements.  Al¬ 
though  he  always  takes  an  active  interest  in  civic  affairs,  Mr.  Smith  has  never 
been  an  office  seeker  and  confines  his  political  activity  to  the  casting  of  a  vote 
in  support  of  the  candidates  of  the  republican  party.  He  has  met  with  more 
than  average  success  in  his  business  ventures  and,  in  addition  to  owning  his 
plant  and  the  property  upon  which  it  is  situated,  he  has  acquired  a  very  pleasant 
home,  where  he  is  residing. 

Kenneth  E.  Smith,  a  younger  brother  of  our  subject,  was  born  in  Augusta 
county,  Virginia,  September  30,  1883,  and  came  to  Iowa  on  the  5th  of  March, 
1903.  He  lived  upon  a  farm  until  November  1904,  when  he  came  to  Des  Moines 
and  entered  the  service  of  the  Globe  Tanning  &  Manufacturing  Company  as  an 
employe,  but  in  November,  1908,  he  became  a  partner  of  his  brother  and  has 
since  had  charge  of  the  tanning  department.  He  was  married,  August  19, 
1907,  to  Miss  Eva  Lena  Gibson,  and  they  have  two  children :  Howard  O.,  who 
was  born  April  22,  1908;  and  Preston  Gibson,  born  February  13,  1911.  Mr. 
Smith  is  also  a  member  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  and  gives  his  political 
support  to  the  republican  party. 


ALBERT  S.  BURNETTE. 

Among  the  well  known  residents  of  Valley  Junction  must  be  mentioned 
Albert  S.  Burnette,  who  for  nearly  fifteen  years  has  been  identified  with  the 
business  and  political  interests  of  the  town.  He  is  a  native  of  Ohio,  having  been 
born  in  Fayette  county  on  the  2nd  of  April,  1872,  and  is  a  son  of  Elihu  and 
Sophia  (Snider)  Burnette.  The  parents  were  both  born  in  the  Buckeye  state, 
but  in  February,  1880,  they  came  to  Iowa  and  located  on  a  farm  near  Knoxville. 
After  one  year’s  residence  there  Mr.  Burnette  accepted  the  position  of  overseer 
of  the  poor  and  removed  to  Knoxville,  where  he  continued  to  reside  after  the 
expiration  of  his  incumbency  until  the  time  of  his  death  on  the  9th  of  June,  1897. 
His  wife  survived  him  until  April,  1907,  when  she,  too,  passed  away. 

Albert  S.  Burnette  was  only  a  lad  of  eight  years  when  the  family  removed 
to  Iowa,  so  that  the  greater  portion  of  his  education  was  acquired  in  the  public 
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schools  of  Knoxville.  He  remained  a  member  of  his  father's  household  until 
he  was  nineteen  years  of  age.  In  1891  he  accepted  a  position  as  car  accountant 
with  the  Santa  Fe  Railroad  Company  and  went  to  Oklahoma,  where  he  re¬ 
mained  for  three  years.  Resigning  at  the  expiration  of  that  period  he  returned 
to  Iowa  and  located  in  Valley  Junction,  where  he  engaged  in  the  grocery  and 
hardware  business  for  six  years.  In  1900  he  became  enthusiastic  about  zinc  and 
lead  mining  and  went  to  Joplin,  Missouri,  where  he  pursued  this  vocation  for 
two  years,  and  then  returning  to  Valley  Junction  he  entered  the  county  Record¬ 
er  s  office.  He  relinquished  that  position  at  the  end  of  eight  months  to  become 
deputy  county  treasurer,  in  which  capacity  he  served  for  one  year,  and  was  then 
appointed  deputy  county  auditor,  which  office  he  occupied  until  November,  1905. 
He  then  received  the  appointment  of  postmaster  and  is  still  filling  that  position. 

Mr.  Burnette  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Maude  Rogers  on  the  2d  of 
January,  1897,  a  daughter  of  Frank  and  Elizabeth  Rogers,  the  father  a  native 
of  Illinois  and  the  mother  of  Canada.  Mrs.  Burnette  passed  away  on  the  9th 
of  December,  1899,  leaving  a  little  daughter,  Lillian  A.,  who  is  now  twelve  years 
of  age. 

Mr.  Burnette’s  fraternal  relations  are  with  the  Masonic  order,  in  which  or¬ 
ganization  he  holds  high  rank,  having  passed  through  the  thirty-two  degrees  of 
the  Scottish  Rite.  He  is  also  a  member  of  Des  Moines  Lodge  No.  98,  B.  P.  O. 
E.  Ever  since  attaining  the  right  of  suffrage  he  has  been  identified  with  the 
republican  party  and  during  the  period  of  his  residence  in  Valley  Junction  has 
always  taken  an  active  interest  in  local  issues.  He  is  regarded  as  one  of  the 
substantial  citizens  of  the  town  as,  in  addition  to  his  interests  here,  he  owns  a 
five  hundred  acre  farm  in  Minnesota.  Mr.  Burnette’s  three  years’  service  as 
assistant  to  the  county  treasurer  and  auditor,  as  well  as  his  present  position  as 
postmaster,  have  brought  him  prominently  before  the  people  of  the  county, 
among  whom  he  has  many  friends  who  hold  him  in  high  regard. 


CHARLES  WEITZ. 

A  comprehensive  history  of  Des  Moines  requires  that  adequate  mention  be 
made  of  men  now  deceased  who  assisted  in  the  development  of  the  city  and 
whose  names  are  honored  because  of  noble  work  they  performed  in  the  upbuild¬ 
ing  of  the  community.  Charles  Weitz,  the  pioneer  contractor  and  builder  of 
Des  Moines,  clearly  belongs  in  this  class.  He  was  closely  identified  with  Des 
Moines  for  fifty  years  and  lived  to  witness  his  brightest  dreams  become  actualized 
in  one  of  the  most  attractive  cities  of  the  continent.  He  was  born  at  Schotten, 
Germany,  about  thirty  miles  from  the  city  of  Frankfort,  May  4,  1826.  His 
father,  Heinrich  Weitz,  was  a  native  of  the  same  locality  and  spent  his  entire 
life  there. 

Charles  Weitz  attended  the  public  schools  of  his  native  town  until  he  reached 
the  age  of  fourteen  years,  when  he  was  apprenticed  to  a  cabinetmaker.  After 
learning  his  trade  he  visited  most  of  the  large  cities  in  Germany,  France  and 
Switzerland  in  order  to  become  thoroughly  proficient  in  a  vocation  to  which  he 
expected  to  devote  his  life.  In  the  course  of  his  travels  he  learned  to  speak 
fluently  the  French  and  English  languages.  In  1847  he  was  drafted  into  the 
German  army  and  served  through  the  revolution  of  1848.  At  the  age  of  twenty- 
four,  in  1850,  having  decided  to  seek  his  fortune  under  the  favoring  conditions  of 
the  new  world,  he  crossed  the  ocean  to  America  with  his  brother  Christian, 
landing  at  New  York  city.  He  soon  afterward  proceeded  westward  to  Ashland 
and  Columbus,  Ohio,  working  at  his  trade  in  both  of  those  places.  Hearing 
favorable  reports  of  Iowa,  he  came  to  Des  Moines  in  1854,  traveling  by  rail  from 
Columbus  to  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  by  steamer  on  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  rivers  to 
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Keokuk,  Iowa,  and  then  by  prairie  schooner  to  the  settlement  which  represented 
the  future  metropolis  of  the  state.  There  was  no  demand  for  cabinetmakers  at 
Des  Moines  at  that  time,  but  he  was  pleased  with  the  location  and  built  a  home, 
having  great  faith  in  the  future  of  the  growing  community.  He  embarked  in  the 
contracting  and  building  business,  which  he  followed  with  great  success,  becom¬ 
ing  head  of  the  building  and  contracting  firm  of  Charles  Weitz  Sons.  He  erected 
many  of  the  beautiful  and  substantial  structures  which  are  now  an  ornament  to 
the  city  and  which  are  enduring  evidences  of  his  skill  and  reliability  in  his 
chosen  calling.  He  was  identified  with  a  number  of  business  interests  and  was 
one  of  the  organizers  of  the  German  Savings  Bank,  of  which  he  was  president 
at  the  time  of  his  death,  and  a  director  of  the  Valley  National  and  Valley  Savings 
Banks,  also  serving  as  director  in  various  other  institutions. 

In  1854  Mr.  Weitz  was  married  to  Miss  Helena  Kinnel,  a  daughter  of  Adam 
Kinnel,  who  came  to  America  from  Germany  with  his  family  when  Mrs.  Weitz 
was  one  year  old.  She  is  now  living  in  Des  Moines.  There  were  seven  children 
in  their  family :  Lizzie ;  Charles  H.,  who  is  engaged  as  an  architect  and  builder 
in  Des  Moines,  and  is  president  of  the  Century  Lumber  Company;  Amelia; 
Rosa;  Frederick  W.,  who  is  in  business  with  his  brothers  and  is  treasurer  of  the 
Century  Lumber  Company ;  Emma ;  and  Edward,  also  associated  with  the  firm 
of  Charles  Weitz  Sons,  and  secretary  of  the  Century  Lumber  Company. 

Mr.  Weitz  retired  from  active  business  about  1901  and  was  succeeded  by  his 
sons.  He  died  November  10,  1906,  after  a  long  and  useful  life  which  was  filled 
with  many  deeds  of  kindness  and  benevolence.  He  was  a  man  of  great  energy 
and  possessed  a  remarkably  clear  judgment  in  business  affairs.  He  took  great 
pride  in  the  growth  of  Des  Moines  and  accomplished  many  important  under¬ 
takings,  which  contributed  to  the  permanent  welfare  of  the  city,  and  his  influence 
will  be  felt  for  many  years  to  come.  In  fraternal  circles  he  was  highly  popular, 
being  an  active  member  of  the  Odd  Fellows  and  Knights  of  Pythias.  He  passed 
through  all  the  chairs  in  the  latter  order  and  was  one  of  the  prominent  Odd 
Fellows  of  the  city,  his  brethren  presenting  him  with  a  beautiful  medal  in  com¬ 
memoration  of  the  fiftieth  anniversary  of  his  membership  in  that  organization. 


JOHN  H.  SCHOLES. 

For  nearly  forty  years  a  resident  of  Polk  county,  John  H.  Scholes,  who 
departed  this  life  October  21,  1909,  attracted  friends  who  will  long  revere  his 
memory.  His  helpful  spirit  and  genial  manner  as  well  as  his  genuine  worth  of 
character  deeply  impressed  those  with  whom  he  came  in  contact  and  caused  his 
death  to  be  profoundly  regretted.  He  was  a  native  of  Ohio  and  came  to  Iowa  in 
1870,  driving  cattle  through  to  this  state  from  Tuscarawas  county.  His  brother, 
David,  arrived  in  Iowa  about  1870  and  settled  in  Polk  county.  Andrew  Scholes 
came  shortly  afterward  and  took  up  his  permanent  residence  in  this  county. 
Another  brother,  Isaac,  lived  for  a  number  of  years  in  Polk  county  but  later 
returned  to  Springfield,  Ohio.  Being  left  an  orphan  at  an  early  age,  John  H. 
Scholes  was  thrown  upon  his  own  resources  and  made  his  own  way  in  the  world, 
becoming  a  self-made  man.  About  one  year  after  his  marriage  he  located  upon 
Mrs.  Scholes’  farm  and  a  few  years  later  bought  the  place  upon  which  his  widow 
now  resides.  He  followed  farming  throughout  life  with  the  exception  of  a  few 
years  before  his  death,  when  he  lived  retired. 

On  January  3,  1875,  Mr.  Scholes  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Sarah  J. 
Porter,  a  daughter  of  James  and  Sarah  A.  (McKinney)  Porter,  both  of  whom 
were  natives  of  Indianapolis,  Indiana.  They  came  to  Iowa  in  1854  and  after 
spending  ten  years  in  Jasper  county  took  up  their  residence  in  Polk  county,  the 
land  on  which  they  settled  having  since  been  included  in  the  limits  of  the  city 
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of  Des  Moines.  Her  parents  are  both  now  deceased.  There  were  eight  children 
in  their  family,  namely:  John,  who  married  Anna  Randolph  and  is  living  at 
Altoona,  Iowa;  Isaac,  who  married  Lucy  Landon  and  lives  at  Boulder,  Colorado; 
James,  who  married  Sarah  Waddell  and  is  now  living  in  Polk  county  ;  William, 
who  married  Martha  Shivers  and  now  lives  at  Bondurant ;  Mary,  the  widow  of 
Hiram  Mason,  of  Altoona ;  Martha,  who  married  William  Combs ;  Rebecca  E., 
who  died  at  the  age  of  thirteen  months ;  and  Sarah  J.,  who  became  the  wife  of 
John  H.  Scholes.  Four  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Scholes :  James  R., 
who  married  Flora  Stewart,  a  native  of  Iowa,  and  lives  in  Des  Moines ;  David 
D.,  who  is  unmarried ;  Addison  A.,  who  married  May  Childress  and  lives  in  Des 
Moines  ;  and  Maude  May,  now  the  wife  of  William  Jamieson,  of  Altoona. 

Mr.  Scholes  was  a  soldier  during  the  last  year  of  the  Civil  war,  enlisting  in 
Company  C,  One  Hundred  and  Eighty-ninth  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  and  when 
hostilities  ceased  returned  to  his  old  home  in  Ohio,  from  which  state  he  subse- 
quently  removed  to  Illinois  and  later  to  Iowa  as  previously  stated.  He  was  a 
sincere  believer  in  the  Bible  and  held  membership  in  the  Methodist  church.  In 
politics  he  was  an  earnest  republican,  although  not  in  the  sense  of  being  an 
office  seeker,  as  he  preferred  to  devote  his  time  and  attention  to  his  family  and 
his  business.  He  won  a  creditable  name  for  himself,  and  the  beautiful  family 
residence  at  Forty-second  and  Douglas  avenue  and  other  valuable  city  property 
in  the  estate  which  he  left  his  family  are  evidences  of  his  thoughtful  care  for 
those  whom  he  loved.  Mrs.  Scholes  still  resides  at  the  old  homestead,  which 
is  endeared  to  her  by  many  associations.  She  is  surrounded  by  all  the  comforts 
of  life  and  also  by  a  host  of  warm  friends  who  have  been  attracted  by  her  kind 
nature,  which  has  ever  been  one  of  her  prominent  characteristics. 


ERNEST  E.  CLARK. 

Left  to  the  care  of  a  widowed  mother  when  but  two  years  of  age,  experienc¬ 
ing  the  difficulties  and  obstacles  that  arise  because  of  limited  financial  resources, 
Ernest  E.  Clark  has  nevertheless  advanced  continuously  in  his  business  career 
until  he  is  today  a  man  of  prominence  and  influence  in  business  circles,  in  the 
social  life  of  the  city  and  in  philanthropic  work.  Not  ashamed  nor  unmindful 
of  the  circumstances  and  conditions  of  his  youth,  he  has  reached  out  a  helping 
hand  to  others  similarly  situated,  at  the  same  time  recognizing  the  all  important 
truih  that  aid  should  ever  be  bestowed  so  as  to  assist  the  individual  to  develop 
his  own  powers  and  retain  his  self-reliance  and  independence.  In  these  few 
words  are  summed  up  the  life  record  of  Ernest  E.  Clark,  president  of  the 
Bankers  Life  Association.  The  detailed  account,  however,  is  interesting,  and 
brings  to  light  the  salient  qualities  which  have  been  characterized  in  his  progress. 
He  was  born  at  Iowa  Saw  Mills,  near  Brookville,  Pennsylvania,  on  the  8th  of 
September,  1850,  his  parents  being  Samuel  K.  and  Margaret  (McKillop)  Clark. 
The  father,  a  native  of  Massachusetts,  was  of  English  lineage,  the  first  of  the 
family  in  America  settling  in  the  old  Bay  state  in  1715.  In  business  life  Samuel 
K.  Clark  turned  his  attention  to  the  lumber  trade,  but  died  at  a  comparatively 
early  age  in  1852.  His  wife,  who  was  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  was  of  Irish 
descent.  Her  grandfather  came  from  Ireland  and  the  father  was  one  of  the 
contractors  who  built  the  first  canal  over  the  mountains  between  Pittsburg  and 
Philadelphia.  Mrs.  Clark  long  survived  her  husband  and  passed  away  in  July, 
1896. 

Ernest  E.  Clark  was  but  two  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  his  father’s  death. 
The  care  of  the  family  devolved  upon  the  widowed  mother,  who  resorted  to 
dressmaking  and  the  millinery  business  in  order  to  provide  for  her  children.  By 
slow  degrees  and  strenuous  effort  Ernest  E.  Clark  worked  his  way  upward. 
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In  his  early  youth  he  was  a  pupil  in  the  public  schools  of  Pennsylvania  and 
subsequently  became  a  student  in  the  Iowa  State  University,  attending  school  as 
opportunity  offered  until  1870,  when,  at  the  age  of  twenty  years,  he  entered 
upon  the  practice  of  law  in  Corydon,  Iowa,  for  which  he  had  qualified  when  a 
university  student.  In  the  previous  years  he  had  resorted  to  various  methods 
to  contribute  to  his  own  support  and  that  of  his  mother,  yet  all  the  while  was 
actuated  by  a  laudable  ambition  of  one  day  becoming  a  "member  of  the  legal 
profession,  to  which  he  devoted  his  time  and  energies  for  three  years.  In  1873, 
however,  he  changed  the  course  of  his  life  by  becoming  associated  with  the 
Wayne  County  Bank  of  Corydon,  Iowa,  in  the  capacity  of  cashier.  He  con¬ 
tinued  with  the  bank  for  three  years  and  was  then  elected  clerk  of  the  district 
court  of  Wayne  county,  in  which  position,  by  reelection,  he  continued  for  six 
years.  In  1885  he  came  to  Des  Moines  and  shortly  after  his  arrival  in  the  city 
became  connected  with  the  Bankers  Life  Association,  being  made  assistant  sec¬ 
retary,  which  position  he  filled  for  several  years.  He  was  afterward  made  vice 
president  of  the  company,  continuing  as  the  second  executive  officer  for  about 
fifteen  years,  and  in  February,  1910,  he  was  elected  president,  so  that  he  now 
has  administrative  control  of  one  of  the  most  important  insurance  organizations 
of  the  middle  west.  Throughout  his  connection  therewith  he  has  been  an  active 
factor  in  the  expansion  of  the  business,  in  the  development  of  its  progressive 
policy  and  in  the  execution  of  its  interests,  bringing  success  as  the  logical  and 
legitimate  reward  of  carefully  formulated  plans  and  ably  conducted  interests. 
He  is  also  a  director  of  the  Security  Loan  &  Trust  Company  and  of  the  Central 
Trust  Company,,  and  through  the  stages  of  gradual  progression  has  won  his 
place  in  Des  Moines. 

On  the  6th  of  November,  1878,  in  Corydon,  Iowa,  Mr.  Clark  was  married  to 
Miss  Martha  J.  Miles,  a  native  of  this  city  and  a  sister  of  Louis  Miles,  United 
States  district  attorney  for  Iowa.  Her  father,  William  Miles,  was  an  early 
settler  of  the  state,  arriving  in  1852.  Mr.  Clark  is  a  progressive  republican,  be¬ 
longing  to  that  wing  of  the  party  who,  not  content  with  the  old  order  of  things 
or  the  mismanagement  that  has  too  often  been  displayed,  seeks  the  general  good 
along  lines  of  advancement  that  are  in  keeping  with  the  enterprising  spirit  of 
the  times  in  other  conditions  and  walks  of  life."  He  holds  membership  with  the 
Golf  and  Country  Club,  the  Grant  Club,  the  Prairie  Club,  all  of  Des  Moines,  and 
the  Archaeological  Institute  of  America.  He  has  never  allowed  the  burdens  of 
life  to  in  any  way  warp  his  kindly  nature,  nor  does  he  bear  the  marks  and  scars 
of  battle  as  do  so  many  successful  men.  His  humanitarian  spirit  reaches  out 
in  broad  charity  and  helpfulness  toward  the  less  fortunate  and  he  has  made 
generous  use  of  his  success  for  the  benefit  of  others. 


HON.  PHINEAS  M.  CASADY. 

Closely  interwoven  with  the  history  of  Iowa  is  the  name  of  Judge  Phineas  M. 
Casady,  lawyer,  jurist,  statesman  and  banker.  His  course  reflects  credit  and 
honor  upon  the  commonwealth  and  the  honors  which  came  to  him  in  recognition 
of  his  sterling  manhood  and  superior  ability  were  indeed  well  merited.  Judge 
Casady  was  born  at  Connersville,  Indiana,  December  3,  1818,  and  after  acquiring 
a  liberal  literary  education  took  up  the  study  of  law  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar. 
In  1846  he  came  to  the  new  state  of  Iowa,  traveling  westward  over  its  wild 
prairies  to  Fort  Des  Moines,  then  on  the  Indian  frontier.  President  Polk  ap¬ 
pointed  him  to  the  position  of  postmaster  of  the  little  village  which  was  destined 
to  become  the  capital  of  the  state  and  he  also  opened  a  law  office,  entering  upon 
the  active  practice  of  the  profession  to  which  his  service  has  added  new  luster 
and  dignity.  His  ability  in  the  preparation  and  trial  of  cases  soon  won  him  a 


P.  M.  CASADY 


. 


' 


I 


CITY  OF  DES  MOINES  AND  POLK  COUNTY 


1057 


growing  law  practice  and  for  many  years  he  was  accorded  prominence  and  dis¬ 
tinction  in  connection  with  the  legal  profession  in  Iowa.  He  also  became  a  lead¬ 
ing  factor  in  support  of  various  projects  contributing  to  the  upbuilding  and  de- 
velopment  of  the  state.  In  1847  he  was  elected  school  fund  commissioner,  in 
which  position  he  was  the  custodian  of  the  school  money.  The  following  year 
he  was  nominated  by  the  democratic  party  for  state  senator  in  an  immense  dis¬ 
trict,  which  embraced  the  counties  of  Polk,  Dallas,  Jasper,  Marion  and  all  the 
undivided  and  unorganized  region  north  and  west  to  the  Missouri  river.  He  was 
elected  and  took  his  seat  in  the  second  general  assembly  of  Iowa.  In  looking 
over  the  map  of  the  state  he  observed  that  nearly  one-half  of  its  territory  was 
unnamed  and  at  once  planned  a  bill  providing  for  the  division  of  this  district  into 
counties.  The  bill  was  referred  to  the  committee  on  new  counties,  of  which  he 
was  a  member.  He  gave  much  time  to  the  question  and  the  wide  differences  of 
opinion  concerning  appropriate  names  for  the  counties  were  at  length  harmonized 
and  forty  new  counties  were  created.  This  was  by  far  the  most  important  work 
done  by  the  second  general  assembly  and  the  name  of  Senator  Casady  was 
thereby  deeply  engraved  on  the  pages  of  Iowa’s  history  in  connection  with  one  of 
the  most  important  events  found  in  its  annals.  In  1894  Judge  Casady  prepared  and 
read  before  the  Pioneer  Lawmakers  Association  a  paper  giving  an  account  of  the 
incidents  which  led  to  the  naming  of  these  counties.  He  not  only  took  active 
part  in  framing  the  laws  of  this  state  but  also  was  called  to  aid  in  their  execu¬ 
tion.  In  1854  he  was  elected  judge  of  the  fifth  district  and  soon  afterward  was 
appointed  receiver  of  the  United  States  land  office  by  President  Pierce.  In  1872- 
he  was  elected  as  one  of  the  regents  of  the  State  University,  serving  for  four 
years,  and  he  was  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Pioneer  Lawmakers  Association  and 
contributed  many  valuable  historical  articles  for  its  publication.  He  was  re¬ 
garded  as  one  of  the  ablest  lawyers  that  have  ever  practiced  before  the  Iowa  bar 
and  on  the  bench  he  gave  evidence  of  a  well-balanced  intellect,  thorough  familiar¬ 
ity  with  the  law  and  practice  and  comprehensive  general  information,  combined 
with  an  analytical  mind  and  power  of  self-control  that  enabled  him  to  lose  his 
individuality  and  personal  feelings  in  the  dignity,  impartiality  and  equity  of  the 
office  to  which  life,  property,  right  and  liberty  must  look  for  protection.  In  the 
held  of  finance  Mr.  Casady  was  also  well  known  and  for  nearly  a  quarter  of  a 
century  was  the  president  of  the  Des  Moines  Savings  Bank. 

On  the  27th  of  June,  1848,  Judge  Casady  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Augusta  Grimmel,  a  daughter  of  Dr.  F.  C.  Grimmel,  and  unto  them  were  born  seven 
children,  four  of  whom  died  in  infancy,  while  three  reached  adult  age :  Frank ; 
Simon,  now  the  president  of  the  Central  State  Bank  of  Iowa ;  and  Rose,  the  de¬ 
ceased  wife  of  George  F.  Henry.  Judge  Casady  was  numbered  among  the  found¬ 
ers  and  builders  of  the  state  who  ever  placed  the  public  good  before  personal 
aggrandizement  and  the  general  welfare  before  partisanship.  With  keen  and 
farsighted  judgment  he  recognized  the  fact  that  the  foundation  stones  of  the 
commonwealth  must  be  well  laid.  He  sought  to  infuse  a  spirit  of  patriotism  into 
every  public  act  and  the  integrity  of  his  motives  none  questioned,  while  the  value 
of  his  service  is  today  recognized  by  all. 

When  Judge  Casady  was  called  from  this  life  the  state  senate  appointed  a 
committee  to  draft  suitable  resolutions  concerning  his  life,  character  and  public 
services,  and  the  following  report  was  submitted. 

Mr.  President:  Your  committee  appointed  to  draft  suitable  resolutions  on 
the  life,  character  and  public  service  of  the  late  Judge  Phineas  M.  Casady,  of 
Des  Moines,  Iowa,  would  respectfully  submit  the  following  report  and  resolu¬ 
tions  : 

Whereas,  An  all-wise  Providence  called  unto  Himself  on  August  31,  1908,  his 
aged  servant  at  ninety  years,  Honorable  Phineas  M.  Casady  of  Des  Moines,  Iowa, 
who  was  an  honored  member  of  this  senate  in  the  second  and  third  general  as¬ 
semblies,  therefore  be  it 
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Resolved,  That  this  body,  recognizing  the  eminent  and  valuable  services  of 
the  deceased  in  the  formative  period  of  our  state,  and  realizing  that  he  did  much 
as  a  legislator  and  judge  and  contributed  much  in  the  commercial  world  to  place 
her  in  her  high  position  that  she  now  occupies  in  the  sisterhood  of  states. 

Resolved,  That  in  the  death  of  Judge  Phineas  M.  Casady  we  are  called  upon 
to  mourn  the  loss  of  an  able,  efficient  and  conscientious  citizen,  one  who  sought 
and  devoted  himself  to  the  good  of  all,  honored  by  all  who  knew  him — and  that 
statewide — a  kind  neighbor,  a  loving  husband  and  father.  In  remembrance, 
therefore,  we  extol  and  revere  the  splendid  qualities  of  his  generous  heart,  noble 
mind,  the  high  attributes  that  he  showed  as  an  ideal  American  citizen  and  we  shall 
ever  cherish  the  recollections  of  his  manly  life. 

Resolved,  That  this  body  extend  to  the  aged,  sorrowing  wife  and  to  the 
family  our  sincere  sympathy  and  respect.. 

Resolved,  That  these  resolutions  be  printed  in  the  Senate  Journal  and  the 
secretary  is  hereby  instructed  to  mail  an  engrossed  copy  of  the  same  to  the  widow 
of  the  deceased. 

C.  C.  Dowell, 

E.  P.  McManus, 

John  H.  Jackson, 

Committee. 

Senator  Dowell  moved  the  adoption  of  the  resolution  and  spoke  as  follows: 
“Mr.  President:  Honorable  Phineas  M.  Casady  was  born  December  3,  1818,  on 
a  farm  near  Connersville,  Indiana,  where  he  spent  his  boyhood  days.  He  ac¬ 
quired  by  strenuous  efforts  a  liberal  education  such  as  the  country  and  time 
afforded  and  became  strong  as  a  profound  reader  and  thinker.  He  was  admitted 
to  the  bar  February  16,  1841,  appointed  deputy  clerk  of  courts  of  Rush  county 
in  1842  and  held  this  position  until  the  summer  of  1846.  June  11,  1846,  he 
arrived  at  Des  Moines,  casting  his  lot  among  our  people,  and  put  out  his  sign 
as  attorney  and  counselor  at  law  and  had  as  partners  Hon.  Robert  L.  Tidrick, 
General  M.  M.  Crocker  (Iowa’s  brave  general)  and  Jefferson  S.  Polk,  who 
later  was  president  of  the  Des  Moines  street  railway  system.  He  was  the  sec¬ 
ond  postmaster  of  Des  Moines,  1847-1848.  Elected  senator  in  1848  and  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  second  and  third  general  assemblies,  comprising  the  district  com¬ 
posed  of  Polk,  Dallas,  Jasper  and  Marion  counties  and  also  all  of  the  unor¬ 
ganized  region  north  to  Minnesota  and  west  to  the  Missouri  river.  He  was 
chairman  of  a  committee  on  unorganized  territory,  and  all  this  unorganized 
territory  was  made  into  counties  and  was  given  the  names  principally  of  the 
presidents  of  the  United  States  and  of  our  Indian  tribes  and  names  of  their  chiefs. 
Also  aided  in  originating  the  movement  which  served  to  make  Des  Moines  the 
capital  of  Iowa.  He  participated  in  and  enjoyed  the  distinction  of  voting  to 
elect  two  United  States  senators,  Augustus  C.  Dodge  and  George  W.  Jones,  at 
the  same  session.  He  was  of  the  number  who  in  1850  memorialized  our  state 
legislature  and  congress  to  enact  such  a  land  grant  as  would  encourage  the  con¬ 
struction  of  a  steam  railroad  to  the  Missouri  river,  from  which  resulted  that 
four  trunk  lines  were  built  through  Iowa,  the  members  of  the  general  assembly 
thereby  having  better  facilities  of  transportation  than  our  pioneer  legislators 
did  when  it  took  eleven  days  by  stage  to  go  from  Des  Moines  to  Iowa  City,  then 
the  capital  of  Iowa.  In  1847  he  was  elected  school  fund  commissioner.  In  1854 
he  was  elected  judge  of  the  fifth  judicial  district  and  resigned  the  same  year  and 
was  appointed  receiver  of  public  moneys  by  President  Pierce.  Said  position  he 
held  until  1857,  and  he  again  resumed  his  practice  of  law  and  continued  so  to 
do  until  1864,  when  he  retired  to  attend  to  private  interests  and  later  organized 
the  Des  Moines  Savings  Bank,  which  became  one  of  the  soundest  and  most 
reliable  of  financial  institutions  of  the  west.  He  was  also  president  of  the 
Equitable  Life  Insurance  Company  of  Iowa  for  six  years.  He  was  also  a 
member  of  the  commission  that  prepared,  in  connection  with  Lamp  P.  Sher- 
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man,  brother  of  General  Sherman,  and  Reverend  Thompson  Bird,  the  articles  of 
incorporation  for  the  city  of  Des  Moines,  and  later  became  a  trustee  of  the  city.” 

On  June  27,  1908,  Judge  and  Mrs.  Casady  celebrated  their  sixtieth  an¬ 
niversary  in  the  home  where  they  had  lived  for  more  than  half  a  century  and  at 
this  time  in  fair  health  and  amidst  a  host  of  friends  and  their  children  and  ten 
grandchildren  and  one  great-grandchild.  By  faith  he  was  a  Presbyterian  and 
lived  it.  Socially  he  was  an  Odd  Fellow.  Politically  he  was  a  consistent  dem¬ 
ocrat.  His  character  can  best  be  illustrated  by  quoting  what  was  said  of  him  in 
an  editorial  of  the  Register  and  Leader  of  September  1,  1908: 

“In  these  days  when  men  are  multiplying  the  complexities  of  life,  engag¬ 
ing  in  vain  and  varied  pursuits  of  the  phantom  of  fame,  and  raising  strange 
new  standards  of  living,  the  life  of  a  citizen  like  Judge  Casady  may  well  be 
held  up  as  a  model  for  the  youth  of  Iowa.  He  lived  simply  and  he  had  time 
to  grow  really  great.  He  had  no  selfish  personal  ambitions  to  satisfy,  but  he 
was  content  to  serve  others.  He  believed  in  the  dignity  of  plain  citizenship  and 
he  preferred  it  to  the  pomp  and  circumstance  of  public  office.  He  believed  in 
the  homely  virtues  of  life — in  gentleness,  in  devotion  to  his  home,  in  loyalty 
to  his  friends,  in  patriotism  for  his  country,  in  the  faithful  fulfillment  of  all 
obligations,  in  the  beauty  of  service,  and  the  duty  of  usefulness.  He  not  merely 
believed  in  these  things,  but  he  practiced  them,  and  when  he  went  from  this 
sphere  of  life  he  went  not  empty-handed  but  bearing  a  golden  harvest  of  good 
deeds.  Loving  hands  will  probably  rear  a  noble  monument  to  Judge  Casady, 
but  they  cannot  ever  build  so  noble  a  monument  to  his  memory  as  there  now 
exists  in  the  city  whose  foundation  stones  he  helped  to  lay.  Judge  Casady  was 
not  merely  a  part  of  the  beginning  of  things  in  Des  Moines  and  the  state  of 
Iowa,  but  he  had  a  large  part  in  the  continued  building  thereof.  To  him,  as  to 
other  pioneers,  and  to  their  courage  and  patience  and  public  spirit,  Des  Moines 
and  Iowa  owe  much.  That  they  builded  well,  even  better  than  they  knew,  is 
evidenced  in  the  city  of  today  and  the  Iowa  of  today.  Judge  Casady  can  never 
be  forgotten  as  long  as  the  city  and  state  stand.  There  is  sorrow  in  Judge 
Casady’s  death,  but  there  is  far  greater  rejoicing  that  he  lived  and  labored 
among  us.  He  died  August  31,  1908,  aged  eighty-nine  years,  eight  months  and 
twenty-eight  days.  I  move  the  adoption  of  the  resolutions.  The  resolutions 
were  adopted  unanimously  by  a  rising  vote.” 

No  stronger  testimonial  of  the  character  and  service  of  the  man  can  be 
found  than  the  expression  of  opinion  regarding  him  on  the  part  of  those  who 
were  his  close  associates  while  he  was  still  an  active  factor  in  the  world’s  work. 
F.  M.  Hubbell  said  of  him:  “Judge  Casady  was  one  of  the  best  men  I  ever 
knew  and  it  is  hard  for  me  to  express  the  gratitude  I  owe  him.  When  I  came 
to  Des  Moines  as  a  lad  of  sixteen,  back  in  1855,  he  was  one  of  the  first  men  I 
became  acquainted  with.  I  walked  the  streets  in  my  efforts  to  find  employ¬ 
ment,  but  no  one  would  listen  to  me.  I  finally  saw  Mr.  Casady  and  he  gave 
me  emplovment,  and  I  lived  for  a  while  at  his  home,  which  was  then  at  about 
the  place  where  the  Crocker  building  stands  now.  In  June,  1861,  he  gave  me  a 
position  in  his  law  office  and  in  January  of  the  next  year  he  offered  me  a 
partnership,  which  I  accepted.  Judge  Casady  was  a  genuine  man  and  he  was 
a  strong  power  for  good  throughout  his  entire  life.  He  did  much  active  work  in 
the  early  building  of  the  city.  The  Sherman  block,  which  fifty  years  ago  was 
the  most  pretentious  business  building  in  the  city,  was  the  result  of  his  work. 
Though  we  severed  business  relations  many  years  ago,  we  have  always  been 
warm  personal  friends  and  I  have  never  ceased  to  honor  him  for  his  upright¬ 
ness  of  character  and  many  other  fine  qualities.” 

Following  is  the  tribute  of  Tacitus  Hussey:  “His  life  has  been  one  of  se¬ 
renity.  He  was  always  calm  and  peaceful.  He  had  borne  his  ninety  years  with 
dignity  even  to  the  very  last.  The  heart  that  had  beaten  with  love  for  all  hu¬ 
manity  had  fulfilled  its  mission  and  an  exhausted  nature  said  ‘Peace,  be  still.’ 
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He  stood  before  this  community  since  1846  as  a  towering  oak — strong,  majestic 
and  calm.  He  has  not  been  moved  by  any  storm  which  may  have  beaten  upon 
him  but  deep-rooted  and  rounded  in  the  unswerving  principles  of  right,  he  stood 
in  his  place  doing  his  duties  as  a  citizen,  a  husband  and  a  father  and  a’  friend  in 
every  way.” 

“Judge  Casady  was  a  great  friend  to  me,”  said  Judge  C.  C.  Cole.  “I  never 
knew  a  man  who  could  be  a  better  friend.  He  was  one  who  had  his  convic¬ 
tions.  If  a  man  differed  with  him  he  would  assert  his  opinion,  but  there  was 
ever  any  friction  he  was  all  for  peace.  No  one  can  pay  him  eloquent  enough 
tribute.  He  was  a  grand,  good  man,  noble  in  his  bearing  and  he  loved  his 
friends.” 

Isaac  Brandt  made  the  following  comments :  “Judge  Casady  was  one  of  the 
most  useful  citizens  to  Iowa  and  Des  Moines  that  ever  lived  here.  He  was  one 
of  nature’s  grand  men.  He  loved  to  do  good  and  was  alwavs  finding  some  good 
to  do.  I  have  known  Judge  Casady  for  fifty  years  and  have  never  known  him  to 
do  anything  wrong.  He  never  became  excited  no  matter  how  exciting  the 
incident  was.  An  early  settler  meeting  did  not  seem  complete  without  him. 
His  presence  was  necessary  to  make  it  complete.” 

Mayor  Mathis :  “I  have  known  P.  M.  Casady  for  many  years.  He  was  a 
good  man  and  a  faithful  friend.  Des  Moines  is  deeply  indebted  to  him  for  the 
good  influence  he  has  exerted  in  this  city  during  his  long  residence  here.  Dur¬ 
ing  the  latter  years  of  his  life  nothing  so  pleased  him  as  to  meet  the  older  men  of 
the  city  and  state,  talking  over  with  them  the  olden  days  and  the  progress  of 
the  times.  My  personal  friendship  with  Judge  Casady  extends  over  many  years, 
and  in  his  death  I  feel  a  deep  personal  loss.” 

Judge  W.  H.  McHenry:  “He  was  a  true  type  of  the  hardy  pioneers  of  Polk 
county.  Rugged  in  his  industry,  unswerving  in  his  integrity,  modest  and  unas¬ 
suming.  he  was  a  true  friend  of  all  his  acquaintances.  He  was  the  first  lawyer 
admitted  to  the  bar  in  Polk  county.  He  was  loved  and  mourned  by  all  who 
knew  him.” 

Such  a  record  as  this  confers  honor  upon  the  history  of  the  state. 


ASHTON  CLEMENS. 

The  paint  and  glass  business  in  Des  Moines  is  ably  represented  by  Ashton 
Clemens,  who  for  a  number  of  years  past  has  been  general  manager  of  the  Stand¬ 
ard  Glass  &  Paint  Company,  one  of  the  largest  establishments  of  the  kind  in 
the  city,  and  he  is  also  prominently  connected  with  other  important  interests. 
He  was  born  in  Omaha,  Nebraska,  January  27,  1872,  a  son  of  Ashton  and 
Phiiicia  (Pickard)  Clemens.  The  grandparents  on  the  paternal  side  came  to 
America  from  England,  and  on  the  maternal  side  were  natives  of  Pennsylvania. 
The  father  was  born  in  Philadelphia  and  in  the  early  years  of  his  life  was  a  re¬ 
markably  diligent  student,  becoming  an  expert  in  a  number  of  branches.  His 
studies  being  to  him  in  the  nature  of  a  diversion.  He  located  upon  a  ranch 
near  Omaha  and  there  passed  the  principal  part  of  his  life. 

Ashton  Clemens  of  this  review  grew  to  manhood  in  a  refined  home,  where 
he  assisted  his  father  on  the  ranch  becoming  familiar  with  the  work  which  has 
helped  to  make  a  success  of  his  later  life.  At  the  age  of  eighteen  he  became  con¬ 
nected  with  the  Kennard  Glass  &  Paint  Company,  with  which  he  remained  for  a 
period  of  ten  years.  He  then  entered  the  service  of  the  Rock  Island  Railroad  at 
Chicago  but  after  two  years  was  again  attracted  to  the  paint  business,  sell¬ 
ing  out  in  1902,  to  take  up  his  residence  in  Des  Moines.  He  organized  the  Stand¬ 
ard  Glass  &  Paint  Company,  the  house  first  being  located  at  Fifth  and  Locust 
streets,  but  later  removing  to  its  present  large  quarters  at  915-917  Walnut 


CITY  OF  DES  MOINES  AND  POLK  COUNTY 


1061 


street.  As  secretary  and  manager,  Mr.  Clemens  has  built  up  a  large  business, 
and  the  name  of  the  company  is  most  favorably  known  throughout  central  Iowa! 
He  is  also  identified  with  other  lines,  being  president  of  the  Des  Moines  Cabi¬ 
net  Company  and  of  the  Riddle  Auto  Company. 

On  the  3d  of  October,  1900,  at  Omaha,  Mr.  Clemens  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Miss  Emma  Ohlson,  and  by  this  union  one  child,  Phyllis,  was  born  July  7, 
1901*.  Essentially  a  man  of  business,  Mr.  Clemens  easily  ranks  as  one  of  the 
piominent  factors  in  the  mercantile  life  of  Des  Moines.  By  giving  his  undivided 
attention  to  his  calling  he  became  thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  many  details, 
and  through  sound  judgment  and  progressive  methods  he  gained  the  responsible 
place  he  now  occupies  in  the  community.  Politically,  he  is  in  sympathy  with 
the  republican  party,  and  socially  is  a  valued  member  of  the  Grant,  Commercial, 

Hyperion  and  New  Des  Aloines  Clubs,  having  many  stanch  friends  in  those 
organizations. 


HARRY  S.  FLEAGLE. 

Harry  S.  Fleagle,  who  is  cashier  of  the  Farrar  State  Savings  Bank,  was  born 
in  Mount  Pleasant,  Iowa,  on  the  8th  of  August,  1876,  a  son  of  Frank  R.  and 
Laura  (Smith)  Fleagle.  His  father  is  a  native  of  Adaryland,  from  which  state 
he  removed  with  his  patents  to  Heniy  county,  Iowa,  when  a  child  of  five  years 
in  1849,  and  there  Henry  Fleagle,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject,  followed  gen¬ 
eral  farming  duiing  the  remainder  of  his  days.  The  latter  was  born  in  Ger¬ 
many  about  1800  and  was  a  stone-mason  by  trade,  building  a  large  round  house 
at  Hagerstown,  Maryland. 

Frank  R.  Fleagle  spent  his  boyhood  and  youth  in  a  manner  very  similar  to 
the  majority  of  lads  reared  in  the  rural  districts  during  pioneer  days.  In  the 
acquirement  of  his  education  he  attended  the  district  schools,  following  which 
he  worked  by  the  month  as  a  farm  hand  until  he  attained  his  majority.  He  then 
went  to  Mount  Pleasant,  where  he  engaged  in  mercantile  business  with  such  suc¬ 
cess  that  he  later  opened  another  store  in  New  London.  He  continued  to  con¬ 
duct  these  establishments  for  twenty-five  years,  at  the  end  of  which  period  he 
retired  from  commercial  activities.  The  mother  passed  away  in  1893,  but  Mr. 
Fleagle  still  survives  at  the  age  of  sixty-six  and  makes  his  home  in  New  Lon¬ 
don.  In  their  family  were  five  children,  namely :  Harry  S. ;  Robert,  a  farmer 
living  near  Houston,  Texas;  Jesse,  engaged  in  the  life  insurance  business  in 
Des  Moines;  and  Stella  and  Nellie,  at  home  with  their  father. 

The  boyhood  and  youth  of  Harry  S.  Fleagle  were  spent  in  New  London,  in 
whose  public  schools  he  acquired  his  preliminary  education,  this  being  supple¬ 
mented  by  a  course  in  Elliott’s  Business  College  at  Burlington,  Iowa,  following 
which  he  entered  St.  Albans  Academy  at  Knoxville,  Illinois.  After  a  two  years’ 
course  he  was  retained  for  three  years  in  the  capacity  of  an  instructor.  He  then 
came  to  Des.  Moines,  having  accepted  a  position  in  the  service  of  the  National 
Masonic  Accident  Association,  with  which  organization  he  was  identified  for  six 
years.  Withdrawing  from  this  at  the  end  of  that  period,  he  entered  the  Farmers 
Savings  Bank  at  Carlisle  as  cashier.  He  remained  there  for  about  eighteen 
months  and  then  came  to  Farrar,  Washington  township,  Polk  county,  as  cashier 
of  the  Farrar  State  Savings  bank,  in  which  capacity  he  continues  to  serve.  In 
connection  with  his  position  in  the  bank  Mr.  Fleagle  deals  in  real  estate  both 
there  and  in  Des  Moines. 

In  April,  1904,  Air.  Fleagle  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Ella  M.  Russell, 
a  daughter  of  S.  W.  and  Ellen  Russell,  natives  of  the  state  of  New  York,  where 
for  some  years  Mr.  Russell  was  engaged  in  the  hotel  business.  A  printer  by 
trade,  after  locating  in  Iowa  he  continued  to  follow  that  occupation  until  his 
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demise.  He  passed  away  in  1882,  in  Des  Moines,  where  lie  had  resided  from 
quite  an  early  day,  being  survived  for  one  year  by  his  wife.  Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Fleagle  there  has  been  born  one  child,  Harold,  who  is  now  one  year  of  age. 

Mr.  Fleagle  is  a  republican  in  politics,  and  fraternally  he  is  affiliated  with  the 
Masonic  order,  in  which  he  had  attained  high  rank,  having  attained  the  thirty- 
two  degrees  of  the  Scottish  Rite,  and  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows, 
His  membership  in  both  organizations  is  in  lodges  of  Des  Moines.  Both  he  and 
Mrs.  Fleagle  belong  to  the  Episcopal  church.  He  is  one  of  the  enterprising  and 
progressive  young  business  men  of  Farrar,  whose  future  is  considered  to  be 
most  promising  by  those  interested  in  his  career. 


WILLIAM  ZINSM ASTER. 

Among  the  industries  of  Des  Moines  which  are  of  practical  benefit  to  the 
community  and  are  universally  recognized  as  essential,  is  the  bakery  business. 
It  is  a  prominent  industry  of  the  city,  this  remark  applying  especially  to  the  Des 
Moines  Bakery  Company,  a  project  which  was  originated  by  William  Zinsmas- 
ter  whose  name  introduces  this  review.  He  was  born  in  Rhenish  Bavaria,  June 
10,  1842,  a  son  of  Theobald  and  Barbara  (Christman)  Zinsmaster.  The  ances¬ 
tors  on  the  paternal  side  removed  from  Switzerland  to  Bavaria  in  the  seventeenth 
century  and  many  of  their  descendants  are  still  living  in  Germany.  In  1846 
Air.  Zinsmaster  and  his  wife  decided  to  take  up  their  abode  in  the  new  world 
in  order  to  promote  their  own  welfare  and  to  provide  for  the  future  of  their 
family  of  eight  children.  They  settled  in  Ohio,  six  miles  from  Massillon  and 
there  the  father  died  from  cholera  in  1854,  at  the  age  of  fifty-eight  years,  the 
mother  having  passed  away  in  385c). 

William  Zinsmaster  lost  his  mother  when  he  was  eight  years  of  age  and  his 
father  at  the  age  of  twelve.  He  succeeded,  however,  in  gaining  the  rudiments 
of  an  education  in  the  little  log  schoolhouse  of  the  neighborhood  and  continued 
on  the  home  farm  until  seventeen  years  of  age.  He  then  became  a  student  of 
Afount  Union  College,  Ohio,  and  later  of  Greensburg  Seminary,  Ohio,  engaging 
in  farm  work  in  summer  and  attending  school  in  winter.  He  thus  secured  a 
good  education  and  in  1861  went  to  Illinois  where  he  taught  school  one  year.  Re¬ 
turning  to  Ohio  at  the  beginning  of  the  Civil  war,  like  thousands  of  patriotic 
young  men,  he  offered  his  services  to  the  Union,  but  was  rejected  on  account  of 
defective  eyesight.  He  taught  school  two  terms  in  Ohio  and  in  1864  arrived  in 
Polk  county,  where  he  continued  teaching  and  working  for  wages  until  1866' 
when  he  was  married  and  engaged  in  farming  in  this  county.  He  also  taught 
school  in  Washington  township,  engaging  in  that  occupation  when  there  was  only 
one  schoolhouse  in  the  township.  He  had  the  pleasure  of  assisting  in  building 
eight  more  schoolhouses  during  his  stay  in  that  section.  In  1875  he  came  to 
Des  Aloines  in  order  to  receive  medical  treatment  for  rheumatism  and  has  ever 
since  made  his  home  in  this  city'.  In  1876  he  bought  the  land  on  which  the  Des 
Moines  Bakery  now  stands  and  two  years  later  erected  a  building  in  which  he 
conducted  the  International  Hotel  for  thirteen  years.  This  hotel  attained  an 
enviable  reputation  as  one  of  the  best  hostelries  in  the  state  and  attracted  a  most 
desirable  class  of  patrons.  Air.  Zinsmaster  attended  carefully  to  the  wants  of 
his  guests  and  was  highly  popular  as  a  hotel  man.  However,  in  1891,  business 
having  moved  up  town,  he  gave  up  hotel-keeping  and  began  in  the  wholesale  flour 
business  in  the  same  building.  Five  years  later  he  organized  the  Des  Aloines 
Bakery  Company  of  which  he  has  since  been  president.  The  business  was 
started  upon  a  small  scale  but  has  grown  steadily  and  it  is  now  one  of  the  large  and 
important  concerns  of  the  city.  Mr.  Zinsmaster’s  son,  Marcellus,  and  a  son- 
in-law,  Frank  Proctor,  are  actively  connected  with  the  company,  but  the  presi- 
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dent  is  generally  to  be  found  on  duty  and  continues  the  moving  spirit  of  the 
enterprise.  He  is  also  the  owner  of  valuable  real  estate  in  Des  Moines  but  his 
principal  energies  are  devoted  to  the  affairs  of  the  company  over  which  he 
presides. 

.  In  i866,  in  Story  county,  Mr.  Zinsmaster  was  married  to  Miss  Mary  A. 
Kirkman,  a  native  of  Tennessee.  Her  father,  Nelson  Kirkman,  settled  in  Story 
county  in  the  50s-  Her  mother,  Delilah  Spurlin  before  her  marriage,  was  a  na¬ 
tive  of  North  Carolina.  She  died  in  1910,  having  attained  the  advanced  age 
of  eighty-eight  years. 

The  children  born  to  Air.  and  Mrs.  Zinsmaster  are  as  follows :  Louise,  the 
wife  of  Frank  Proctor,  vice  president  of  the  Des  Moines  Bakery  Company; 
Clara,  the  wife  of  Walter  Emmons,  of  Omaha,  Nebraska;  Laura,  the  wife  of 
Frank  Schuler,  of  Des  Moines;  Rose  M.,  the  wife  of  Ralph  Hale,  of  Chicago, 
whose  father  was  once  governor  of  Wyoming;  Marcellus,  secretary  and  treasurer 
of  the  Des  Moines  Bakery  Company,  who  married  Jetta  C.  Mehan ;  Horatio  W., 
a  resident  of  New  York  city;  Helen  Marie,  the  wife  of  Charles  W.  De  Jarnett, 
of  Des  Moines ;  and  Lena  Grace,  at  home. 

Air.  Zinsmaster  has  ever  since  he  attained  manhood  been  a  diligent  worker, 
always  finding  employment  at  some  useful  occupation.  He  is  remarkably  ener¬ 
getic  and  efficient  and  has  seldom  undertaken  anything  which  he  did  not  carry 
out  successfully.  His  example  has  been  highly  encouraging  to  others,  especially 
as  he  is  a  man  01  action  rather  than  of  words,  and  his  aim  has  ever  been  to  pro¬ 
mote  the  comfort  and  happiness  of  those  with  whom  he  has  associated.  He  was 
a  good  school-teacher  and  as  a  business  man  and  citizen  he  has  ably  performed 
hL  part,  showing  an  ability,  foresight  and  enterprise  which  have  at  all  times 
redounded  to  his  credit.  In  politics  he  gives  his  support  to  the  democracy,  but 
he  is  not  bound  by  political  lines  as  he  is  liberal  in  voting  as  in  all  other  affairs 
of  life. 


AIRS.  JENNIE  BRAND. 

Mrs.  Jennie  Brand,  whose  capable  and  intelligent  direction  of  her  affairs 
gives  her  prominent  rank  in  the  business  circles  of  the  town,  was  born  in  Wil¬ 
mington,  Delaware,  on  the  30th  of  April,  1869,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Jacob  and 
Jane  (Black)  Belz,  the  former  a  native  of  Germany  and  the  latter  of  Ireland. 
The  father  was  a  baker  by  trade,  in  which  line  of  business  he  engaged  until 
1869,  when  he  retired  from  active  life.  Wilmington  remained  his  home  through¬ 
out  his  remaining  days  and  he  passed  away  in  July,  1907,  having  for  more  than 
a  decade  survived  his  wife,  her  death  occurring  on  the  4th  of  November,  1896. 

Their  daughter  was  reared  in  Wilmington  and  to  the  public  school  system 
of  that  city  she  is  indebted  for  the  educational  privileges  which  she  enjoyed 
during  the  period  of  her  youth.  It  was  in  1900  that  she  left  the  east  and  sought 
a  home  in  Iowa,  first  locating  in  Polk  county.  Later  she  came  to  Valley  Junc¬ 
tion,  ana  after  her  arrival  here  she  purchased  a  livery  barn  and  feed  shed 
located  on  the  corner  of  Maple  and  Third  streets.  She  gave  her  attention  to 
the  management  of  this  enterprise  with  the  assistance  of  a  man  'Hiom  she  hired 
to  conduct  the  barn  until  she  sold  out  in  1911.  She  owns  three  lots  in  Valley 
Junction,  also  valuable  city  property  at  Indianola,  Iowa,  and  three  Iowa  farms. 
In  the  direction  of  her  affairs  she  is  displaying  an  unusual  aptitude  for  suc¬ 
cessful  management,  possesses  keen  business  sagacity  and  an  intelligent  ap¬ 
preciation  of  business  principles,  and  in  the  conduct  of  her  business  is  proving 
herself  the  equal  of  many  of  the  shrewd  business  men  of  the  locality. 

Mrs.  Brand  ic  the  mother  of  four  children,  as  follows:  Harry  E.  Hutch¬ 
ison,  who  is  call  boy  for  the  Rock  Island  Railroad ;  Grace  E.  Carraher  and 
Charles  E.  Carraher,  who  are  attending  high  school ;  and  Ethel  Marian  Brand. 
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Mrs.  Brand  is  a  member  of  the  Catholic  church,  the  teachings  of  which  institu¬ 
tion  form  the  guiding  principles  of  her  life,  and  she  also  belongs  to  Post  No. 
i,  Ladies  of  the  G.  A.  R.  She  has  recently  moved  into  an  attractive  and 
comfortable  residence  on  Sixth  street  between  Maple  and  Elm  streets,  and  the 
hospitality  of  her  home  is  enjoyed  by  a  large  circle  of  warm  friends,  for  since 
her  arrival  in  Valley  Junction  she  has  become  widely  known,  being  held  in 
high  esteem  for  her  many  excellent  traits'  of  heart  and  mind. 


GEORGE  P.  HANAWALT,  M.  D. 

A  poet  has  written  “How  blest  is  he  who  crowns  a  youth  of  labor  with  an 
age  of  ease,”  but  how  much  greater  is  the  man  who  reaches  an  age  of  useful¬ 
ness  whose  service  continues  a  potent  element  for  good  in  the  community  even 
after  he  passes  the  Psalmist’s  allotted  span  of  three  score  years  and  ten.  Such 
is  the  record  of  Dr.  Hanawalt.  At  the  age  of  seventy-five  years  he  is  still 
active  in  the  practice  of  his  profession  and  one  of  its  most  capable  and  hon¬ 
ored  representatives.  A  native  of  Ross  county,  Ohio,  Dr.  Hanawalt  was  born 
September  n,  1836,  a  son  of  John  and  Mary  (Jefferson)  Hanawalt.  The 
father,  whose  birth  occurred  in  Mifflin  county,  Pennsylvania,  January  18,  1798, 
was  of  German  descent  and  was  the  son  of  a  Revolutionary  soldier.  The  mother, 
Mary  (Jefferson)  Hanawalt,  was  born  near  Frederick,  Maryland,  August  20, 
1812,  and  was  a  lineal  descendant  of  the  family  of  which  Thomas  Jefferson 
was  also  a  representative. 

Dr.  Hanawalt  was  reared  in  Ohio  and  the  public  schools  afforded  him  his 
early  educational  privileges  which  were  supplemented  by  study  in  Salem  Acad¬ 
emy.  He  began  preparation  for  a  professional  career  in  1859  as  a  student  in 
the  office  and  under  the  direction  of  Drs.  Salter  and  Holton,  of  Madison  county, 
Ohio,  but  the  Civil  war  interrupted  his  studies  for  in  February,  1862,  he  vol¬ 
unteered  for  active  service  with  the  Seventh  Ohio  Infantry  and  in  the  following 
August  was  transferred  to  the  regular  army  as  hospital  steward.  While  on  duty 
in  United  States  General  Hospital  he  attended  medical  lectures  and  in  March, 
1864,  was  graduated  from  Georgetown  University  at  Washington,  D.  C.  Later 
he  was  promoted  to  the  position  of  acting  assistant  surgeon  and  held  that  rank 
until  October,  1868,  when  he  resigned  and  came  to  Des  Moines,  where  he  has 
now  been  engaged  in  active  practice  for  about  forty-three  years.  His  ability  soon 
won  him  recognition  and  he  has  maintained  a  foremost  position  as  a  repre¬ 
sentative  of  the  medical  profession  in  Des  Moines  throughout  the  entire  period. 
He  has  been  for  many  years  and  still  is  surgeon  for  the  Chicago,  Rock  Island 
&  Pacific  Railroad  Company,  the  Des  Moines  &  Fort  Dodge,  the  Chicago,  St. 
Paul  &  Kansas  City,  (now  the  Great  Western),  the  Des  Moines  &  Northern 
(now  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  and  the  Minneapolis  &  St.  Louis), 
the  Des  Moines  &  Kansas  City  and  the  Electric  Street  Railway  Companies  and 
the  Interurban.  He  has  ever  been  a  hard  worker  in  his  profession,  practicing 
both  medicine  and  surgery,  and  his  success  has  been  the  legitimate  and  logical 
outcome  of  his  ability  and  close  application.  A  thorough  and  discriminating 
student,  his  reading  has  been  wide  and  his  advancement  certain.  In  1877  he 
was  commissioned  surgeon  general  of  the  National  Guard  of  Iowa  and  served 
throughout  the  terms  of  Governors  Sherman,  Carpenter,  Larrabee  and  Boies, 
covering  a  period  of  about  sixteen  years,  when  he  retired  with  the  rank  of 

Brigadier  general,  I.  N.  G.  ,  .  ..  .  . 

Dr.  Hanawalt  was  responsible  for  the  establishment  of  the  first  hospitals  in 

Des  Moines.  These  were  Tracy  Home  and  Cottage  Hospital,  both  of  which 
were  at  his  instigation  established  and  conducted  by  Mrs.  A.  B.  Tracy,  a  phil¬ 
anthropic  lady  who  devoted  her  life  and  means  to  this  work.  The  former  was 
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RailrUU  if  a  T  f  the  ,terrible  "Four  MiIe”  disaster  on  the  Rock  Island 
Radroad  when  the  Doctor  took  upon  himself  the  care  of  the  numerous  injured 

p01  vv  lo,m  cs  Moines  then  atforded  no  accommodations.  Several  of  P  T 
Barnum  s  men  were  among  the  victims  of  this  wreck  and  the  appreciation  of 
Mr  Rarnum  and  his  manager,  James  June,  for  the  efficient  service  and  accom¬ 
modation  given  his  employes  by  Dr.  Hanawalt  and  Mrs.  Tracy  was  so  great  the 
onnei  gave  a  benefit  lecture,  the  entire  proceeds  of  which,  amounting  to 

ni'ta  Ve  Whff d  dK  af’  hA  5av,e  Mrs'  Tracy  for  the  establishment  of  a  hos¬ 
pital.  With  this  she  founded  the  Cottage  Hospital,  which  was  continued  up  to 
a  short  time  prior  to  the  opening  of  the  Methodist  Hospital. 

On  the  31st  of  October,  1871,  Dr.  Hanawalt  was  married  to  Miss  Emily 
Agnes  Jordan  the  marriage  being  celebrated  in  Walnut  township,  Polk  county 

f  PL10™6  f  HW116-’  H°n-  James  C  Jordan-  Mrs-  Hanawalt  was  bom 
6|  co|jnty,  Missouri,  and  was  brought  to  Iowa  by  her  parents  in  early 
c  lldhood.  Her  education,  begun  m  a  little  select  school  conducted  in  one  of 
ne  o  c  ort  Des  Moines  buildings  on  Coon  Point,  was  completed  in  the  North¬ 
western  University  at  Evanston,  Illinois,  in  1868. 

In  his  political  views  Dr.  Hanawalt  has  been  a  republican  since  age  con¬ 
ferred  upon  him  the  right  of  franchise.  He  is  a  charter  member  of  Crocker 
Cjr;A-  anc!  als°  a  member  of  the  Octogenarian  Society  and  the  Tippecanoe 
Club.  In  professional  lines  he  is  connected  with  all  the  different  medical  so¬ 
cieties  thus  keeping  in  touch  with  the  advanced  thought  of  the  profession 
through  the  interchange  of  ideas  and  experiences.  He  is  a  genial,  big-hearted 
man  who  has  the  respect  of  all.  His  kindly  spirit  goes  out  in  ready  sympathy 
and  helpfulness  to  those  who  need  aid,  professional  or  otherwise,  and  there  is 

.110  member  of  the  medical  profession  in  Des  Moines  who  is  held  in  higher  re¬ 
gard  than  Dr.  Hanawalt.  8 


JUDGE  JESSE  A.  MILLER. 

In  Judge  Jesse  A.  Miller  we  find  united  many  of  the  rare  qualities  which 
go  to  make  up  the  successful  lawyer  and  jurist.  He  possesses  perhaps  few  of 
those  brilliant,  dazzling,  meteoric  traits  which  have  sometimes  flashed  along 
the  legal  horizon,  riveting  the  gaze  and  blinding  the  vision,  for  the  moment 
then  disappearing,  leaving  little  or  no  trace  behind,  but  rather  has  those  solid 
ana  more  substantial  qualities  which  shine  with  a  constant  luster,  shedding 
lght  in  the  daik  places  with  steadiness  and  continuity.  His  mind  is  analytical, 
logical  and  inductive,  and  with  a  thorough  and  comprehensive  knowledge  of  the 
fundamental  principles  of  law  he  combines  a  familiarity  with  statutory  law,  and 
a  sober,  clear  judgment  which  makes  him  not  only  a  formidable  adversary  in 
Lgal  combat  but  has  given  him  the  distinction,  while  on  the  bench,  of  having 
few  of  his  decisions  revised  or  reversed. 

He  was  born  on  a  farm  five  miles  from  Iowa  City,  on  the  8th  of  August, 
1869.  His  father,  Colonel  Alexander  James  Miller,  was  born  at  Mount  Pleas¬ 
ant,  Pennsylvania,  September  21,  1830,  and  was  a  son  of  Samuel  Miller,  who 
m  1855  left  the  Keystone  state  and  came  to  Iowa,  settling  in  Johnson  county. 
This  was  two  years  after  the  removal  of  Colonel  Miller  from  Mount  Pleasant, 
Pennsylvania,  to  Johnson  county.  Two  other  sons  of  Samuel  Miller  reared 
their  families  in  Iowa,  one  being  William  E.  Miller,  a  prominent  jurist,  who  at 
one  time  was  a  member  of  the  supreme  court  of  Iowa,  while  the  other,  the 
Rev.  Dr.  Emory  Miller,  was  an  eminent  divine,  who  spent  fifty  years  in  the 
Methodist  ministry  and  is  now  living  in  Des  Moines. 

For  some  time  after  coming  to  this  state,  Colonel  Alexander  J.  Miller  was 
engaged  in  business  at  Iowa  City,  and  later  resided  upon  a  farm  in  Tohnson 

^  ol.  II  5  2  ** 
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county.  In  1875  he  removed  to  Oxford,  Iowa,  where  for  a  number  of  years 
he  was  engaged  in  the  hardware  and  agricultural  implement  business.  Subse¬ 
quently  he  turned  his  attention  to  newspaper  publication,  becoming  editor  of  the 
Oxford  Journal.  He  won  his  title  through  active  and  valiant  service  in  the  Civil 
war  as  Lieutenant  Colonel  of  the  Sixth  Iowa  Infantry.  Soon  after  the  outbreak 
of  hostilities  he  was  mustered  in  as  a  first  lieutenant,  in  July,  1861,  was  piomoted 
to  the  rank  of  captain  on  the  22d  of  May,  1862,  became  major  on  the  22d  of 
October  of  the  same  year,  and  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  lieutenant  colonel  on 
the  14th  of  March,  1863.  At  the  battle  of  Dallas  on  the  28th  of  May,  1864,  he 
was  severely  wounded.  He  afterward  served  as  one  of  the  Iowa  commissioners 
that  located  the  Iowa  monuments  on  the  battlefield  at  Shiloh  and  also  one  of  the 
commissioners  who  located  the  Iowa  monuments  at  Chattanooga,  or  Missionary 
Ridge.  He  was  prominent  in  public  affairs  and  in  republican  politics  for  many 
years  and  was  a  man  of  much  more  than  local  influence.  He  died  at  Oxford, 
Iowa,  September  4,  1910,  and  is  still  survived  by  his  widow,  who  bore  the  maiden 
name  of  Mary  Louisa  McColm.  She  was  born  March  21,  1841,  in  Baltimore, 
Maryland,  and  in  1863,  at  Cleveland,  Ohio,  gave  her  hand  in  marriage  to  Colonel 
Miller. 

Their  son,  Jesse  A.  Miller,  pursued  his  education  in  the  public  schools  of 
Oxford,  Iowa,  and  in  the  State  University,  completing  a  course  in  the  law  de¬ 
partment  by  graduation  on  the  18th  of  June,  1891.  Twelve  days  later — June 
30th — he  had  located  in  Des  Moines  for  general  practice.  For  a  year  and  a 
half  he  remained  alone,  after  which  he  spent  two  years  as  the  junior  partner  of 
the  firm  of  Raymond  &  Miller.  Later  he  was  for  eight  years  a  member  of  the 
firm  of  Howe  &  Miller,  and  upon  the  election  of  the  senior  partner  to  the  bench 
Mr.  Miller  organized  the  firm  of  Miller,  \\  allingford  &  De  Graff,  which  at  the 
end  of  a  year  became  Miller  &  Wallingford  and  was  so  continued  for  three  more 
years.  Mr.  Miller  was  then  elected  judge  of  the  district  court  of  Polk  county 
and  following  his  retirement  from  the  bench  resumed  the  practice  of  law,  haying 
on  Tanuary  1,  1910,  become  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Hewitt,  Miller  &  Y\  ailing- 
ford.  In  April,  1911,  Mr.  Hewitt  was  appointed  judge  of  the  district  court  and 
the  firm  is  now  Miller  &  Wallingford.  Nearly  every  one  of  Judge  Miller's  for¬ 
mer  partners  have  at  one  time  or  another  been  on  the  bench — Judge  Howe,  Judge 
De  Graff  and  Judge  Hewitt — and  this  in  addition  to  his  own  judicial  service.  It 
is  a  notable  fact  and  one  which  reflects  credit  upon  Judge  Miller  as  showing  the 
class  of  his  professional  associates.  In  the  course  of  a  lohg  and  active  profes¬ 
sional  career  he  has  tried  many  important  cases.  One  of  the  most  interesting 
was  the  prosecution,  while  county  attorney,  of  Charles  Thomas  for  the  murder 
of  Mabel  Schofield,  the  case  being  tried  five  years  after  the  committment  of  the 
deed,  the  conviction  of  murder  in  the  first  degree  being  obtained  on  circumstan¬ 
tial  evidence.  The  conviction  was  sustained  by  the  supreme  court  of  Iowa  and 
upon  appeal  the  United  States  supreme  court  declined  to  disturb  the  judgment  of 
conviction.  Judge  Millei  is  a  strong  and  forceful  lawyer,  of  well  balanced  in¬ 
tellect,  thoroughly  familiar  with  the  law  and  practice,  of  comprehensive  general 
information,  and  possessed  of  an  analytical  mind  and  a  self  control  that  enabled 
him,  while  on  the  bench,  to  lose  his  individuality,  his  personal  feelings,  his 
prejudices  and  his  peculiarities  of  disposition  in  the  dignity,  impartiality  and 
equity  of  office  to  which  life,  property,  right  and  liberty  must  look  for  protec¬ 
tion.  His  decisions  indicate  strong  mentality,  careful  analysis  and  a  thorough 
knowledge  of  the  law.  The  only  offices  which  he  has  held  have  been  in  the  line 
of  his  profession.  He  was  assistant  attorney  general  of  Iowa  from  1895  until 
1898;  county  attorney  of  Polk  county  from  1903  unBl  19°^  5  judge  of  the  ninth 
judicial  district  court  from  1907  until  January  1,  1910,  when  he  resigned  to  re¬ 
enter  the  practice  of  law.  His  practice  is  extensive  and  of  an  important  char¬ 
acter  and  he  is  remarkable  among  lawyers  for  the  wide  research  and  provident 
care  with  which  he  prepares  his  cases. 
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(  l  V,  t,w.enty  years  JudSe  Miller  has  taken  an  active  interest  in  state  and  na- 
"?  politics  as  an  advocate  of  republican  policies,  believing  it  the  duty  as  well 
as  the  privilege  of  every  American  citizen  to  exercise  his  right  of  franchise  and 

He  PU  a  AMPonn  Of  ?•  hhlCh  Lhe,  deems  essential  as  factors  in  g°°d  government, 
c,  '  .  Ta  °f  ,  C'h  rank,  having  attained  the  thirty-second  degree  of  the 

Scottish  Rite  He  also  holds  membership  with  the  Knights  of  Pythias  the  Bene- 

Wool,™  n  rf  Ct'Ve  °rC!er,  ofrE!ku’  th£  Knights  °f  K-horassan,  the  Modern 
U  oodmen  of  America  and  the  Knights  of  the  Maccabees.  He  also  belongs  to 

NaUfLdYvU’  th%r?ft,a  T1]eta'  Pi’  and  is  a  prominent  member  of  the  Grant, 
Frame  and  Hyperion  Field  and  Auto  Clubs  of  Des  Moines  the  Rotarv  Club  of 

Clncago  and  tire  Beta  Theta  P,  Club  of  New  York  city.  ’  ffis  rehgfeus  faith 
is  that  of  the  Congregational  church. 

Mis?  Fmil  w!h°j  MF  l89S’  in,Gri"nell>  Judge  Miller  was  married  to 

helh  tFaHetWM  °n  &  d?ughter  of  the  Rev-  Dr-  George  F.  and  Eliza- 

beth  (Earle)  Magoun,  both  prominent  educators  and  well  known  not  only  in 

.owa  but  in  other  states  Her  father  was  for  twenty  years  president  of  Iowa 
ege  4  Grinnell.  Judge  and  Mrs.  Miller  have  three  children :  Frederic  Ma- 
horn  m?  ?  exander  McColm  twins,  born  February  18,  1896;  and  Jesse  Earle, 
r  nd?|  190*.  Judge  and  Mrs.  Miller  are  prominent  in  the  social  circles 
of  Des  Moines.  Throughout  the  entire  period  of  his  professional  career,  cov¬ 
ering  twenty  years,  during  which  Judge  Miller  has  been  a  member  of  the  Des 
domes  bar  and  m  his  gradual  advancement  to  prominence  and  power  in  the 

profession,  he  has  displayed  all  the  qualities  indispensable  to  the  lawyer _ a  keen 

lapid,  logical  mind,  plus  the  business  sense  and  a  ready  capacity  for  hard  work' 
comprehensive  knowledge  of  the  law,  eloquence  of  language  and  a  strono-  per- 

character  C°m^me<^  ^  earnest’  dignified  manner  and  marked  strength  of 


JOSEPH  W.  MULLANE. 

Joseph  W.  Mullane,  the  popular  and  well  known  cashier  of  the  First  Na¬ 
tional  Bank  of  Valley  Junction,  Iowa,  was  born  in  Warren  county,  this  state, 
on  the  6th  of  January,  1874,  and  is  of  Irish  extraction  as  his  name  ’would  sug¬ 
gest.  His  parents,  Cornelius  and  Bridget  Mullane,  were  born  on  the  Emerald 
isle  and  emigrated  to  the  United  States  with  their  parents  when  in  their  in¬ 
fancy.  The  grandparents  of  Joseph  W.  Mullane  first  located  in  New  York  but 
latei  removed  to  Ohio  and  after  residing  there  for  a  time  went  to  Indiana.  In 

1861  Cornelius  IVIullane,  who  was  at  that  time  twenty-five  years  of  age  located 

in  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  and  for  several  years  was  engaged  in  the  transfer  busi¬ 
ness,  hauling  merchandise  from  Keokuk  and  other  river  towns  to  the  capital 

city.  After  following  that  occupation  for  four  or  five  years  he  became  a  railroad 

contractor,  and  while  thus  employed  he  built  a  number  of  the  railroads  which 
enter  Des  Moines.  In  1869  he  turned  his  attention  to  agricultural  pursuits  and 
located  on  a  farm  of  eighty  acres  which  he  had  bought  in  Warren  county.  The 
land  was  neither  cleared  nor  improved  and  he  immediately  erected  a  house  and 
outbuildings  and  began  to  cultivate  the  soil.  He  has  been  very  successful  in  his 
undertakings  and  has  added  to  his  original  tract  from  time  to  time  until  he  now 
owns  four  hundred  acres  of  land,  which  is  well  improved  and  under  a  high 
state  of  cultivation.  The  mother  of  our  subject  passed  away  in  1875  and  the 
father  has  been  living  retired  in  Des  Moines  since  1893. 

Joseph  W.  Mullane  was  reared  and  educated  in  Warren  county  and  after 
completing  the  course  of  the  common  schools  he  matriculated  at  Drake  Univer¬ 
sity,  where  he  studied  for  four  years.  Before  leaving  college  he  decided  that 
the  world  of  finance  offered  more  attractions  to  him  than  any  other  and  he  de- 
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cicled  to  go  into  the  banking  business.  He  therefore  entered  the  Des  Moines 
Savings  Bank  as  a  messenger  and  worked  his  way  up  to  the  position  of  paying 
teller.  All  during  the  period  of  his  tyrociny  he  had  given  evidence  of  possess¬ 
ing  good  executive  ability  as  well  as  strong  powers  of  organization,  so  when  the 
bank  at  Mclntire,  Iowa,  was  established  he  was  deemed  the  most  fitting  man  for 
the  place  and  was  given  the  management  of  the  institution.  He  only  remained 
there  for  six  months,  however,  during  which  time  he  found  what  to  him  prom¬ 
ised  to  be  a  more  lucrative  field  of  action,  and  coming  to  Valley  Junction  he 
organized  the  First  National  Bank  in  1900.  At  that  time  Mr.  Mullane  was  only 
twenty-six  years  of  age  but  his  sagacity  and  foresight,  combined  with  his  compre¬ 
hensive  knowledge  of  matters  of  finance  as  well  as  his  convincing  personality,  in¬ 
stantly  won  for  him  the  recognition  and  confidence  of  the  leading  business  men  of 
the  town,  and  that  their  judgment  was  above  question  has  long  ago  been  demon¬ 
strated.  Ever  since  the  bank  was  established  he  has  occupied  the  position  of  cash¬ 
ier  and  his  pleasing  manner,  and  courteous  and  capable  discharge  of  the  work  of 
his  department  has  been  very  instrumental  in  the  upbuilding  of  the  business. 

In  November,  1898,  Mr.  Mullane  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Nellie  Cox, 
a  daughter  of  John  W.  and  Mary  Cox,  both  natives  of  Illinois.  Unto  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Mullane  have  been  born  two  daughters:  Marjorie,  aged  nine  years,  and 
Eloise,  aged  two  years.  He  is  of  the  Roman  Catholic  faith  but  Mrs.  Mullane 
is  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian  church.  Fraternally  he  is  identified  with  the 
Knights  of  Pythias.  Ever  since  attaining  his  majority  Mr.  Mullane  has  been 
a  supporter  of  the  republican  party.  He  takes  an  active  interest  in  local  politics 
and  at  the  present  time  is  serving  as  city  clerk  as  well  as  a  member  of  the  school 
board.  During  their  residence  in  Valley  Junction  Air.  and  Airs.  Alullane  have 
won  many  friends,  to  whom  the  hospitality  of  their  pleasant  home  on  the  corner 
of  Fourth  and  Locust  streets  is  graciously  extended. 


ARLINGTON  J.  ASH. 


Arlington  J.  Ash,  who  is  manager  of  the  sales  department  of  the  Hayes 
Company  at  Des  Aloines,  Iowa,  was  born  December  11,  1870,  in  Holton,  Kansas, 
a  son  of  Abraham  and  Emma  E.  (Wameyer)  Ash,  the  former  of  whom  was  born 
in  1831,  in  Bradford  county,  Pennsylvania,  where  he  was  prominent  as  a  farmer 
and  stock-raiser.  His  parents  were  natives  of  Germany,  from  which  country 
they  emigrated  at  an  early  date  to  the  United  States,  where  the  father,  John  Ash, 
was  a  participant  in  the  Revolutionary  war. 

The  early  education  of  Arlington  J.  Ash  was  obtained  in  the  public  schools, 
supplemented  by  a  course  in  the  La  Compt  (Kansas)  College,  and  later  he  studied 
for  the  ministry  but  subsequently  relinquished  his  intentions  in  that  direction.  He 
engaged  in  farming,  which  vocation  he  followed  until  twenty-six  years  old. 
when  he  became  a  candidate  for  the  state  legislature,  but  was  defeated.  He  then 
accepted  a  position  as  traveling  salesman  but  after  a  short  experience  on  the  road 
was  appointed  a  teacher  in  the  reform  school  at  Hutchinson,  Kansas,  remaining 
there  until  1898.  when  he  enlisted  as  a  volunteer  in  the  Spanish- American  war 
but  was  not  called  to  the  front.  He  then  became  associated  with  the  Scranton 
schools  in  the  capacity  of  salesman,  remaining  thus  employed,  however,  but  a 
short  time,  when  he  entered  the  employ  of  the  Johnston  Harvester  Company, 
for  which  he  traveled  through  South  America  for  one  year.  He  returned  to  Kan¬ 
sas  and  was  connected  with  the  Alinnie  Harvester  Company  of  Springfield,  Alis- 
souri,  until  1903,  when  he  was  engaged  by  the  Osborn  Harvester  Company,  of 
St.  Louis,  to  take  charge  of  their  exhibit  at  the  world’s  fair  in  that  city,  remain¬ 
ing  there  throughout  the  period  of  the  exhibition.  After  this  he  was  connected 
with  the  Oliver  Company  until  1907,  in  which  year  he  was  offered  the  position 
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of  manager  of  the  sales  department  of  the  Hayes  Company,  which  he  has  since 
filled  with  efficiency  and  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  his  employers. 

Mr.  Ash  was  married  November  io,  1896,  to  Miss  Sarah  e!  Scott,  whose 
father,  a  well  known  physician,  was  in  charge  of  the  Chicago  &  Rock  Island 
Railroad  Hospital  at  Holton,  Kansas.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ash  are  the  parents  of  two 
children,  namely:  Nadine,  born  December  4,  1900,  and  Virginia,  born  July  19 
I9°7- 

In  politics  Mr.  Ash  is  independent,  supporting  the  men  whom  he  considers 
the  most  worthy  of  the  offices  to  which  they  are  nominated.  Fraternally  he  is 
a  member  of  Traveling  Men’s  Lodge  No.  12,  Woodmen  of  the  World,  and  his 
religious  faith  is  indicated  by  his  membership  in  the  Presbyterian  church.  He 
is  gi  eatly  interested  m  outdoor  sports,  to  which  he  gives  such  time  as  he  can 
spai e  from  his  multifarious  duties.  He  is  well  known  as  a  man  of  strict  integrity 
and  sterling  woith,  as  well  as  business  capacity  and  enterprise,  and  his  many 
admirable  qualities  have  placed  him  among  the  respected  citizens  of  his  com¬ 
munity. 


LINCOLN  P.  BENNETT. 

The  owner  of  a  highly  improved  farm  of  seven  hundred  acres  in  Polk  county 
and  of  other  valuable  property,  the  gentleman  whose  name  stands  at  the  head 
of  this  review  is  clearly  anions  the  fortunate  ones  who  have  conquered  all  fears 
of  financial  dependence.  He  is  a  native  of  this  state,  born  in  Dallas  county 
March  11,  i860,  the  son  of  Calvin  and  Hopy  W.  (Wilson)  Bennett,  the  former  a 
native  of  Kentucky  and  the  latter  of  Ohio.  They  came  to  Jefferson  county, 
Iowa,  in  1848,  and  subsequently  removed  to  Indiana  where  they  remained  a 
short  time  and  then  returned  to  this  state,  taking  up  their  residence  on  a  farm 
of  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres  in  Dallas  county.  At  the  close  of  a  year  Mr. 
Bennett  disposed  of  this  place  and  removed  to  Polk  county,  acquiring  land  near 
Valley  Junction  which  became  the  family  homestead.  He  kept  a  tavern  before 
the  days  of  the  railroad  and  was  a  typical  pioneer,  having  also  good  business 
ability.  He  acquired  about  seven  hundred  acres  of  land  which  he  greatly  im¬ 
proved,  continuing  upon  the  farm  until  1885.  He  now  makes  his  home  with  his 
son  Scott  at  Grand  avenue  and  Forty-eighth  streets,  Des  Moines.  The  beloved 
wife  and  mother  was  called  away  January  2,  1900. 

Lincoln  P.  Bennett  was  reared  on  the  home  farm  under  highly  favorable  con¬ 
ditions,  receiving  the  benefit  of  a  thorough  training  in  agriculture  and  stock- 

t  raising  under  his  father.  He  attended  the  district  schools  and  later  was  a 
student  in  the  Baptist  College  and  a  business  college  at  Des  Moines.  He  con¬ 
tinued  with  his  parents  until  twenty-six  years  of  age  when  his  father  gave  him 
a  farm  of  two  hundred  and  forty  acres  upon  which  he  has  since  lived,  purchas¬ 
ing  more  land  as  opportunity  presented  until  he  is  now  the  owner  of  a  model 
establishment  of  seven  hundred  acres  in  Polk  county  also  owning  two  hundred 
and  forty  acres  in  Franklin  county  and  valuable  residences  in  Des  Moines  and 
Valley  Junction.  He  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  First  National  Bank  of 
Valley  Junction  and  served  as  president  four  years  when  he  resigned  and  has 

f  since  held  the  office  of  vice  president.  He  has  also  been  a  stockholder  in  the 
People’s  Savings  Bank  of  Des  Moines  ever  since  its  organization  and  in  his 
business  career  has  shown  an  ability  that  reflects  the  highest  credit  upon  his 
judgment  and  also  has  met  with  the  hearty  approval  of  his  business  associates. 

On  the  17th  of  February,  1886,  Mr.  Bennett  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Nellie  Jamison,  a  daughter  of  A.  J.  and  Sarah  Jamison,  the  former  of  whom 
was  born  in  Indiana  and  the  latter  in  Ohio.  Mr.  Jamison,  who  was  a  farmer 
by  occupation,  came  to  Iowa  with  his  father,  who  located  on  land  where  Valley 
Junction  now  stands,  and  there  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life.  Mrs.  Bennett’s 
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father  continued  a  resident  of  Polk  county  until  i860,  when  he  went  to  Califor¬ 
nia,  but  a  year  or  two  later  returned  to  Iowa,  this  time  locating  in  Dallas  county 
where  his  death  occurred  March  30,  1902.  His  widow  is  still  a  resident  of  Dal¬ 
las  county.  Five  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bennett,  namely:  J.  Edgar, 
who  is  married  and  lives  in  Walnut  township;  Lloyd  E.,  at  home;  Rose' G.,  now 
the  wife  of  O.  W  .  Johnson,  of  Walnut  township ;  Russell,  a  student  in  the  high 
school  at  Valley  Junction;  and  Esther  M.,  who  is  ten  years  of  age  and  lives  at- 
home.  The  mother  of  these  children  died  January  20,  1906,  and  on  the  12th  of 
August,  1908,  Mr.  Bennett  married  her  sister,  Miss  Grace  Jamison. 

Politically  Air.  Bennett  is  a  progressive  republican.  He  has  firm  faith  that 
the  party  has  within  itself  the  ability  to  correct  all  abuses.  He  has  served  with 
general  satisfaction  to  the  people  as  township  trustee  for  two  terms  but  has 
not  urged  claims  for  political  honors  as  he  prefers  to  devote  his  attention  to  his 
business  affairs.  He  is  not  identified  with  any  religious  denomination,  but  is 
friendly  toward  them  all.  He  is  a  man  of  pleasing  address  and  gentlemanly 
manner  and  has  always  been  straightforward  in  his  dealings,  never  seeking  to 
advance  his  own  interests  to  the  injury  of  others,  he  possesses  in  a  high  degree 
the  confidence  and  regard  of  a  wide  circle  of  friends  and  acquaintances  in  Polk 
county. 


BURGESS  WILSON  GARRETT. 

Burgess  Wilson  Garrett,  clerk  of  the  supreme  court  of  Iowa,  and  one  of  the 
highly  respected  citizens  of  the  state,  is  a  native  of  Van  Buren  county.  He  was 
born  February  24,  1872,  and  is  a  son  of  William  C.  and  Rachel  Stella  (Yost) 
Garrett.  The  father  was  born  in  Highland  county,  Ohio,  and  the  mother  in 
Belmont  county  of  the  same  state.  He  came  to  Iowa  in  1849  and  located  upon 
government  land  in  \'an  Buren  county,  where  he  continued  until  the  ’70s,  and 
then  moved  to  Union  township,  Davis  county,  finally  settling  in  Decatur  county. 
In  1892  he  retired  from  active  labors,  about  twelve  years  before  his  death,  which 
occurred  at  the  age  of  eighty-one  years. 

Burgess  Wilson  Garrett  received  his  early  education  in  the  district  schools 
and  later  was  a  student  one  year  at  Simpson  College.  He  taught  school  for  a 
short  time  and  then  entered  St.  Joseph’s  Academy  at  St.  Joseph,  Missouri,  from 
which  he  graduated  in  1893.  He  taught  school  two  years  as  principal  of  the 
Decatur  high  school  after  leaving  the  university,  then  became  deputy  clerk  of  the 
district  court  of  Decatur  county,  which  position  he  filled  in  1896  and' 1897.  From 
1898  to  1900  he  was  deputy  treasurer  of  the  same  county;  in  1898  was  a  candi¬ 
date  on  the  republican  ticket  for  clerk  of  the  district  court  of  Decatur  county, 
but  suffered  defeat.  In  1901  he  came  to  Des  Moines  as  corporation  clerk  in  the 
office  of  secretary  of  state,  W.  B.  Martin,  and  during  the  political  canvass  of  the 
same  year  was  very  active  in  behalf  of  Albert  B.  Cummins,  candidate  for  gover¬ 
nor.  When  Mr.  Cummins  assumed  the  office  of  governor  in  1902  Mr.  Garrett 
was  appointed  pardon  secretary,  a  position  he  filled  five  and  one-half  years,  until 
the  system  of  pardons  was  changed,  being  superseded  by  the  parole  system  now 
in  force,  when  he  became  secretary  of  the  board  of  parole  in  1907.  Mr.  Garrett 
has  been  for  years  much  interested  in  the  parole  system  and  prepared  the  blanks 
and  rules  which  are  now  used  by  the  Iowa  board.  He  has  delivered  many  ad¬ 
dresses  before  Old  Settlers  Societies,  Christian  Endeavor  Societies  and  other 
organizations  in  behalf  of  a  system  which  promises  to  revolutionize  the  treat¬ 
ment  of  criminals  in  this  country. 

On  the  1 2th  of  September,  1909,  at  a  meeting  of  the  Iowa  State  Christian 
Endeavor  Society  at  Iowa  Falls,  Mr.  Garrett  was  one  of  the  speakers,  each  of 
whom  was  allotted  one  hour.  Mr.  Garrett’s  hour  was  from  eleven  to  twelve 
o’clock,  but  by  accident  the  clock  stopped  at  eleven-forty-five.  This  the  speaker 
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did  not  notice  and  he  continued  until  twelve-twenty-five,  when  he  chanced  to 
look  at  his  watch  and  finding  that  he  had  taken  more  than  his  allotted  time  ceased 
speaking  abruptly  and  sat  down.  A  delegate  arose  and  asked  why  the  speaker 
had  not  continued  his  address.  Mr.  Garrett  explained  and  by  unanimous  vote 
was  given  time  in  the  afternoon  session  to  complete  his  address,  which  required 
in  all  two  hours  and  ten  minutes.  The  honor  accorded  in  this  instance  was  un¬ 
precedented  in  the  history  of  the  society  and  indicates  that  the  speaker  made  a 
profound  impression  upon  the  minds  of  his  audience,  who  gave  him  a  standing 
vote  of  thanks  for  his  address. 

On  the  15th  of  April,  1893,  Mr.  Garrett  was  married  to  Miss  Rachel  Wood- 
mansee,  a  daughter  of  John  and  Mary  Ann  (Cook)  Woodmansee,  of  Grand 
River,  Decatur  county,  Iowa.  Her  great-grandfather  was  the  second  earliest 
settler  in  Decatur  county.  Two  children  have  come  to  bless  this  union,  namely: 
Neill,  who  is  sixteen  years  of  age ;  and  Julian  Cummins,  aged  eight  years. 

Fraternally,  Mr.  Garrett  is  identified  with  the  Odd  Fellows  and  the  Mod¬ 
ern  Brotherhood  of  America.  He  and  his  wife  are  valued  members  of  the  Capi¬ 
tal  Hill  Church  of  Christ,  of  which  he  is  an  elder,  being  also  president  of  the 
official  board.  He  has  been  for  years  a  prominent  worker  along  church  lines 
and  is  president  of  the  Iowa  Christian  Convention,  the  State  Missionary  Society 
of  the  church.  For  ten  years,  from  1900  to  1910,  he  was  superintendent  of 
prison  work  of  the  Iowa  Christian  Endeavor  Society.  Ever  a  willing  assistant 
in  promoting  the  cause  of  the  oppressed  or  unfortunate,  he  has  been  largely  in¬ 
strumental  in  advancing  prison  reform  in  Iowa,  and  is  regarded  as  one  of  the 
state’s  most  valued  and  trustworthy  citizens.  He  is  an  earnest  and  convincing 
speaker  and  seldom  fails  to  carry  conviction  of  the  truth  and  justice  of  any 
cause  which  he  represents.  As  a  public  official  he  is  prompt  and  efficient  and  in 
all  the  details  of  his  life  is  regarded  by  those  who  know  him  as  a  model  citizen. 

In  1911,  Mr.  Garrett  was  chosen  chairman  of  the  committee  on  auxiliary 
cities  in  the  nation-wide  Men  and  Religion  Forward  Movement,  having  the 
organization  of  Iowa  for  his  particular  work. 

4> 


THE  SAYLOR  FAAIILY. 

Few  families  were  more  prominent  in  the  early  days  in  Polk  county  than 
the  Saylors  and  none  contributed  more  ably  to  the  organization  and  upbuilding 
of  the  pioneer  community.  The  men  were  brave  and  hardy;  the  women  indus¬ 
trious  and  self-sacrificing;  and  their  descendants  have  inherited  many  of  the 
noble  traits  that  are  so  important  in  determining  character  and  success  in  life. 
Tohn  B.  Saylor  and  his  family  were  among  the  first  to  arrive  in  the  section  now 
known  as  Polk  county.  He  came  in  1845,  before  the  county  was  organized. 
The  country  was  occupied  by  Indians  and  wild  animals  and  was  under  military 
control.  Captain  Allen,  the  commandant  of  the  garrison  at  Fort  Des  Moines, 
had  the  authority  to  issue  permits  to  settlers,  granting  them  the  right  to  select 
land  for  homes  provided  they  would  raise  supplies  for  the  garrison.  A  permit 
was  readily  secured  by  Benjamin  Saylor,  the  father  of  John  B.,  and  he  selected 
a  spot  where  he  staked  out  a  farm,  upon  which  was  later  located  one  of  the  first 
settlements  of  the  county.  He  established  his  home  in  the  wilderness  and  he  and 
his  family  were  obliged  to  undergo  privations  and  loneliness  and  lack  of  con¬ 
veniences  of  which  we  can  form  little  conception  today.  At  the  election  of  the 
first  county  officials,  April  6,  1846,  he  was  chosen  judge  of  the  probate  court  and 
held  the  office  for  five  years.  In  1847  a  courthouse  was  ordered  built  by  the  county 
commissioners  and  they  bought  a  lot  for  ten  dollars  where  now  stands  the  Union 
depot,  the  contract  for  erecting  the  structure  being  awarded  to  John  B.  Saylor  for 
the  sum  of  two  thousand  and  fifty  dollars.  The  building  was  to  be  of  brick  two 
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stories  high  and  was  planned  as  the  most  commodious  structure  in  central  Iowa. 
However,  the  contractor  found  the  labor  and  materials  to  be  exceedingly  difficult 
to  obtain  and  after  proceeding  with  his  work  until  it  came  to  4  standstill  he  asked 
to  be  released  from  the  contract.  His  request  was  acceded  to  and  the  building  was 
completed,  the  total  cost  being  two  thousand  and  fifteen  dollars.  Saylor  town¬ 
ship  was  separated  from  Des  Moines  township  in  1848  and  named  in  honor  of  the 
Saylor  settlement.  In  1850  Mr.  Saylor  laid  out  the  town  of  Saylorville  and  five 
}  eai  s  later  made  additions  to  its  area.  It  prospered  for  a  while  and  was  a  rival 
of  the  fort  for  the  location  of  the  county  seat,  but  after  the  railroad  was  built 
through  to  Ames,  passing  the  town  at  a  distance  of  two  miles,  its  glory  departed 
and  it  rapidly  dwindled  away.  During  the  Civil  war  Mr.  Saylor  joined  the  army 
as  sutler  and  died  at  Vicksburg,  July  26,  1863.  He  was  a- member  of  the  Old 
Settlers  Association  and  was  prominent  in  church,  educational  and  civil  life,  being 
one  of  the  builders  of  the  first  Methodist  church  in  the  county. 

Benjamin  Saylor,  the  father  of  John  B.,  came  to  Polk  countv  and  settled  near 
his  son,  soon  demonstrating  that  he  was  an  active  and  public-spirited  citizen.  At 
the  county  election  in  1846  he  was  chosen  as  one  of  the  three  county  commis¬ 
sioners  and  discharged  his  duties  to  the  general  satisfaction  of  the  people.  The 
first  meeting  of  the  commissioners  was  held  in  a  log  cabin,  April  13,  1846,  and 
one  of  their  first  orders  was  that  the  eagle  side  of  the  half-dollar  should  be  used 
as  the  county  seal.  He  was  an  active  member  of  the  Settlers  Claim  Club,  really  a 
law  and  order  league,  and  ably  performed  his  part  in  forwarding  the  interests  •  f 
the  county. 

Jehu  P .  Saylor,  a  half  brother  of  John  B.,  was  also  one  of  the  early  arrivals. 
He  was  born  in  Indiana  in  1823  and  after  arriving  in  Polk  county  associated  with 
John  B.,  in  furnishing  beef  and  hay  for  the  garrison  at  Raccoon  Forks,  as  Des 
Moines  was  then  called.  He  located  on  a  claim  and  built  a  log  cabin  with  one 
room,  in  which  he  took  up  his  residence.  In  1848  he  was  married  to  Martha  A. 
Bales,  a  daughter  of  Sarah  and  Solomon  Bales,  who  came  to  Polk  county  ii 
1846  on  horseback,  driving  a  herd  of  cattle  and  sheep.  She  was  sixteen  years  of 
age  at  the  time  of  her  arrival  and  rode  all  the  way  from  Tippecanoe  county,  In¬ 
diana,  with  her  mother  and  other  members  of  the  family.  She  was  an  educated 
woman  and  was  a  splendid  type  of  the  pioneer  mother,  there  being  six  children  in 
her  family.  Mr.  Saylor  opened  a  dry-goods  and  grocery  store  in  1854,  the  mer¬ 
chandise  being  hauled  across  the  country  by  wagon  from  Keokuk.  At  the  time 
of  the  Civil  war  he  was  unable  physically  to  participate,  but  he  traveled  exten¬ 
sively  in  Iowa,  raising  recruits  for  the  Tenth  Iowa  Infantry,  his  efforts  bringing 
on  a  long  and  serious  illness.  In  1870  he  sold  out  and  went  to  Kansas  for  his 
health  but  returned  three  years  later  and  bought  the  Carpenter  farm,  a  mile  south 
of  the  army  post,  and  there  made  his  home  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in 
1882.  He  was  an  earnest  promoter  of  religion  and  education  and  proved  one  of 
the  capable  and  progressive  men  of  the  early  period.  These  worthy  pioneers  have 
.  departed  but  they  performed  well  their  mission,  and  the  result  is  to  be  seen  in  the 
thriving  communities  and  beautiful  homes  that  have  made  Polk  county  one  of 
the  most  attractive  sections  of  the  state. 


NICHOLAS  BAYLIES. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch,  fourth  in  lineal  descent  of  the  name,  was  born 
in  Woodstock,  Vermont,  April  9,  1809,  and  was  the  son  of  Hon.  Nicholas  Bay- 
lies  and  his  wife,  Mary  Ripley,  who  was  a  granddaughter  of  Eleazer  Wheelock, 
D.  D..  founder  and  first  president  of  Dartmouth  College. 

Nicholas  Baylies  was  in  his  first  year  when  his  parents  removed  to  Mont¬ 
pelier.  He  was  graduated  from  the  State  University  of  Vermont  in  1827,  when 
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eighteen  yeais  of  age,  and  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1829,  after  which  he  entered 
the  law  office  of  Blount  &  Livingston  in  New  York.  Ill  health  caused  him  to 
leave  the  city  a  year  later  and  return  to  Montpelier,  where  he  formed  a  law 
partnership  with  an  old  classmate,  Colonel  Jonathan  P.  Miller,  who  had  dis¬ 
tinguished  himself  in  the  Greek  struggle  for  liberty.  This  relation  continued 
‘  J01  a  numb^r  of  years.  During  that  time  he  accompanied  a  brother  on  a  voyage 
to  Brazil.  One  of  the  pleasant  reminiscences  of  this  period  of  his  life  was  the 
occasion  upon  which  he  addressed  sixty-seven  veterans  of  the  Revolutionary 
war  at  a  banquet  tendered  in  their  honor.  In  1836  Mr.  Baylies  removed  to 
Louisiana  and  established  himself  m  Greensburg,  St.  Helena  parish.  In  the 
following  years  he  served  in  various  public  capacities.  He  was  government 
clerk  and  registrar  of  the  land  office  and  in  the  latter  position  was  called  upon 
to  decipher  the  old  Spanish  land  grants,  for  which  duty  his  linguistic  ability  and 
education  qualified  him.  Later  he  was  a  representative  in  the  state  legislature 
where  he  served  upon  the  judiciary  committee  with  the  late  Judah  P.  Benjamin! 
then  one  of  the  brilliant  lawyers  of  the  state,  and  was  afterward  district  at¬ 
torney  and,  finally,  upon  the  bench. 

In  1842  he  married  Harriet  H.  Cahoon,  of  Lyndon,  Vermont,  daughter  of 
General  William  Cahoon  (then  deceased),  who  was  lieutenant  governor  of 
\  ermont  at  one  time  and  immediately  prior  to  his  death  a  representative  in  con- 
gress  Mrs  Baylies  was  a  lineal  descendant  of  both  Roger  Williams,  founder 
of  Rhode  Island,  and  Mary  Dyer,  the  Quaker  martyr. 

In  1852  Judge  Baylies  sent  his  family  to  Illinois,  where  he  joined  them  the 
following  year.  He  edited  a  democratic  paper,  The  Pike  County  Union,  for  a 
few  years  but  decided  it  would  be  for  the  best  interests  of  his  family  to  locate 
permanently  in  Iowa.  ^  In  1858  he  removed  to  Des  Moines  and  the  following 
\eai  to  his  farm  in  Walnut  township.  At  that  date  his  farm  was  the  last  one 
on  the  south  side  of  what  is  now  an  extension  of  Grand  avenue,  while  beyond 
to  the  westwai  d  for  ten  miles  was  the  wild,  rolling,  unbroken  prairie.  Upon 
the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  war  his  intense  Union  sentiments  caused  him  to  leave 
the  democratic  ranks  and  ally  himself  with  the  republican  party.  He  repre¬ 
sented  Polk  county  in  the  tenth  general  assembly,  where  he  introduced  resolu¬ 
tions  favoring  the  renomination  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  advocated  more  complete 
histories  of  the  Iowa  regiments  and  the  building  of  a  ship  canal  connecting  the 
Great  Lakes  with  the  Mississippi  river.  He  also  took  a  decided  personal  stand 
against  a  free  pass  system  over  public  utilities.  He  served  his  locality  in  the 
various  minor  official  positions  of  the  young  and  developing  section  of  the 
country  where  he  lived,  being  regarded  of  sound  judgment  and  inflexible  in¬ 
tegrity.  He  was  appointed  to  enroll  those  who  were  subject  to  the  draft  for 
soldiers  in  the  Union  army  from  Polk  county.  This  necessitated  long  rides  on 
horseback  over  unknown  roads  of  uncertain  quality,  and  he  was  a  man  no  longer 
young.  His  disposition  was  modest  and  retiring  to  an  unusual  degree,  and 
only  those  most  intimate  with  him  understood  how  very  high  was  his  standard 
of  manly  simplicity  and  Chiistian  morality.  For  more  than  thirty  years  he  was 
a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church  and  a  leader  in  local  church  af¬ 
fairs  until  old  age  came  upon  him.  His  latter  years,  until  eyesight  failed,  were 
devoted  to  literary  pursuits,  for  which  his  taste  and  education  qualified  him. 
Beside  frequent  contributions  to  the  local  press,  he  published  two  books  entitled 
respectively:  “Political  Controversies  between  the  United  States  and  Great  Brit¬ 
ain"  issued  in  1885,  and  “General  Ripley— War  of  1812”  published  in  1890. 

He  died  May  15,  1893,  in  Des  Moines,  at  the  home  of  his  daughter,  Mrs.  R. 
R.  Peters.  He  was  survived  by  one  daughter  and  six  sons.  The  wife  who  had 
been  devoted  to  him  for  more  than  fifty  years — one  for  whom  there  can  be  none 
but  words  of  highest  praise— had  preceded  him  to  a  better  world  on  Tanuary  1, 
1893.  One  son,  C.  E.  Baylies,  M.  D.,  had  died  in  1888. 
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The  following  extract  from  an  editorial  in  the  Iowa  State  Register  imme¬ 
diately  after  Judge  Baylies  passed  away,  gives  expression  to  the  esteem  in  which 
he  was  held.  ‘‘From  1809  to  1893  is  a  long  span  of  life.  Judge  Nicholas  Bay- 
lies  lived  through  these  eighty-four  years  of  American  history.  He  was  born 
under  the  very  shadows  of  the  Revolution  and  died  when  the  war  of  the  Re¬ 
bellion  had  already  become  a  memory.  He  came  of  good  and  patriotic  stock. 
His  ancestors  had  helped  to  make  the  state  of  Vermont  and  his  father  was  a 
judge  of  the  supreme  court.  .  .  .  Judge  Baylies  traveled  much  and  came 

in  contact  with  life  in  all  sections  of  the  country.  We  find  him  in  Washington, 
in  New  York,  in  Brazil,  where  he  went  to  accompany  an  invalid  brother,  in 
Louisiana,  in  Illinois  and  finally  in  Iowa,  to  which  state  he  gave  the  maturer 
years  of  his  life,  both  by  example  and  precept,  teaching  the  highest  moral  and 
civil  virtues.  He  was  early  in  his  life  a  democrat,  one  of  the  strictest  of  his 
sect,  but  after  a  long  residence  in  the  south,  reaching  from  1836  to  1853,  he 
saw  the  trend  of  southern  sentiment  and  became  one  of  the  fathers  of  the  repub¬ 
lican  party.  .  .  .  Judge  Baylies  was  a  man  who  was  loved  and  respected  and 

in  his  old  age  revered  by  all  who  knew  him.  He  reared  a  family  which  is  an 
honor  to  himself  and  to  his  country.  He  was  faithful  to  every  trust  that  was 
reposed  in  him  and  steadfast  in  his  friendship  and  immovable  in  his  advocacy 
of  what  he  held  was  right  before  God  and  man.  In  his  death  Polk  county  lost 
one  of  its  most  respected  residents,  one  of  those  who  came  here  when  Des 
Moines  was  still  a  straggling  village  and  never  lost  faith  in  the  magnificent  state 
which  has  learned  to  honor  them  and  will  forever  revere  their  memories.  Peace 
be  to  the  remains  of  this  revered  old  man  who  died  yesterday,  and  may  this 
state  and  country  never  outgrow  the  simple  habits  and  sterling  virtues  which  he 
glorified  and  exemplified  in  his  life." 


SIDNEY  A.  FOSTER. 


In  1884,  during  the  session  of  the  twentieth  general  assembly,  there  was 
born  into  the  mind  of  the.  subject  of  this  sketch,  the  fact  that  west  oi  the 
Mississippi  river  there  should  be  a  mutual  old  line  level  premium  fife  insurance 
company.  In  October  of  that  year  he  began  at  Marshalltown  the  organization 
of  the  Royal  Union,  and  Mr.  Foster’s  services  have  been  continuous  as  one  of 

the  executive  officers  from  the  beginning. 

Mr.  Foster  was  born  on  a  farm  in  Wirt  township,  Allegany  county,  New 
York,  May  17,  1849.  The  panic  of  1856-7  stripped  the  prosperous  parents  of 
a  goodly  estate;  in  1858  the  mother  died  and  in  his  tenth  year,  young  Foster 
found  himself  choring  for  his  board  and  going  to  school  as  opportunity  pre¬ 
sented  itself.  In  1865,  Mr.  Foster,  as  a  sixteen  year  old  boy,  came  west  and 
settled  in  Adams  county,  Wisconsin.  There  in  1866,  he  began  his  apprenticeship 
in  a  country  printing  office.  In  1869  Mr.  Foster  visited  Iowa  and  Des  Moines, 
and  in  the  early  ’70s  became  a  resident  of  the  state  of  Iowa,  and  until  1884  was 
publisher  and  editor  of  the  Mitchell  County  News  and  later  the  Worth  County 

Eagle. 

Mr.  Foster  is  a  republican  in  politics.  He  voted  for  Grant  for  president 
and  has  never  wavered  from  a  straight  line— a  “stand  patter."  His  services 
have  been  in  frequent  demand  as  a  campaigner,  his  logic  well  reinforced  by  an 
inexhaustible  fund  of  humor.  Mr.  Foster  is  the  author  of  that  axiom  “in _all 
that  is  good,  Iowa  affords  the  best  ”  For  ten  years,  he  served  the  city  of  Des 
Moines  on  the  board  of  park  commissioners,  and  began  the  fight  for  the  develop¬ 
ment  of  the  river  front.  To  put  it  mildly,  the  citizens  of  Des  Moines  owe  as 
much  to  Mr.  Foster  as  to  any  one  man  for  the  public  park  system.  At  the 
time  the  system  was  worked  out  there  was  more  or  less  opposition  to  the  pur- 
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chase  of  so  much  outlying  land  for  parks;  but  Mr.  Foster  has  lived  to  see  his 
policy  amply  vindicated.  No  better  investment  was  ever  made  by  the  city  than 
in  these  same  outlying  parks.  Ti  e  many  thousands  who  visit  them  annually 
attest  the  popular  appreciation  of  the  policy  of  the  park  commissioners,  of 
which  oody  Mr.  Foster  was  most  of  the  time  president. 


EDWARD  L.  WEGENER. 

Edward  L.  \Vegener,  one  of  the  foremost  citizens  of  Valley  Junction,  who 
is  now  engaged  m  the  coal  and  ice  business,  was  born  in  Dubuque  Iowa  on 
the  24th  of  September,  1873.  He  is  a  son  of  Theodore  and  Lena  (Zugenbuehler ) 
Wegener ,  the  father  a  native  of  Holland  and  the  mother  of  Switzerland.  They 
came  to  Iowa  in  1870  and  located  in  Dubuque,  where  the  father  engaged  in  the 
hotel  and  liquor  business  for  one  year  and  then  removed  to  Vail,  this  state 
where  he  followed  the  same  occupation.  They  had  been  residents  of  Vail  for 
several  years  when  Mr.  Wegener  bought  a  section  of  land  in  Nebraska,  upon 
which  they  lived  for  four  years  and  during  the  period  of  his  occupancy  he 
improved  and  developed  his  farm  until  it  became  one  of  the  valuable  properties 
of  that  district.  Having  acquired  a  competence  sufficiently  large  to  enable  him 
to  withdraw  from  active  business  he  retired  to  Des  Moines,  where  he  was  living 

at  the  time  of  his  death  in  1892.  Mrs.  Wegener  still  survives  and  makes  her 
home  with  her  son  Edward. 

Edward  L.  Wegener  attended  the  public  schools  of  Vail  and  remained  under 
the  parental  roof  until  he  had  reached  the  age  of  fourteen  years,  when  he  went 
to  Omaha.  He  remained  in  the  latter  place  but  a  short  time  and  then  went  to 
the  gold  mines  of  Colorado.  He  followed  mining  for  seven  years  and  return¬ 
ing  to  Des  Moines  to  see  his  parents  learned  that  his  father  had  been  dead  for 
several  years.  He  decided  to  remain  at  home  with  his  mother  and  obtained  work 
111  Valley  Junction  at  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents  per  day,  walking  to  and  from 
Des  Moines  every  day.  During  the  winter  he  worked  in  the  coal  mines  at  Des 
Moines  and  in  the  spring  began  driving  a  beer  wagon  for  Lorenz  Ill.  He  con¬ 
tinued  in  this  work  for  one  year  and  then  took  an  inside  position  with  Mr.  Ill 
but  after  eight  months  he  removed  to  Valley  [unction.  On  the  ist  of  Novem¬ 
ber,  1900.  he  opened  the  St.  Joe  Hotel  and  bar,  being  identified  with  this  until 
the  ist  of  February,  1910.  In  1908  he  embarked  in  the  coal  and  ice  business 
and  this  increased  so  rapidly  that  it  required  his  entire  attention,  making  it 
necessary  for  him  to  give  up  the  hotel.  Mr.  VCegener  has  been  persevering 
and  careful  in  the  management  of  his  affairs  and  the  result  is  that  he  today 
owns  his  own  yards  and  ice  houses  and  employs  fifteen  men  and  eight  teams  in 
the  conduct  of  his  business.  His  receipts  average  more  than  three  hundred 
dollars  per  day.  He  was  a  stockholder  in  the  First  Valley  Junction  Savings 
Bank  but  he  sold  his  interest  in  June,  1910  .and  he  is  the  owner  of  four  business 
houses,  all  of  which  are  bringing  in  a  good  rental,  and  a  fine  residence  on  the 
corner  of  Fourth  and  Railroad  streets. 

It  was  on  the  15th  of  November,  1908,  that  Mr.  Wegener  and  Miss  Louise 
111  were  married.  Mrs.  Wegener  is  a  daughter  of  Carl  and  Amelia  (Hugel- 
man)  Ilk,  natives  of  Germany,  who  came  to  this  country  and  located  in  Burl¬ 
ington,  Iowa,  in  1865.  Mr.  Ill  entered  a  brewery  when  a  voung  man  and  was 
identified  with  that  business  up  to  the  time  of  his  death  'in  July,  1895.  His 
wife  passed  away  on  the  26th  of  November,  1898.  Two  children  have  been 
born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wegener:  Lorenz  J.,  who  is  eight  years  of  age;  and 
Edward  C.,  who  is  now  in  his  third  year. 

Mrs.  Wegener  is  a  member  of  the  Roman  Catholic  church,  and  Mr.  Wegener 
is  fraternally  identified  with  the  Benevolent  Protective  Order  of  Elks,  being  a 


1080 


CITY  OF  DES  MOINES  AND  POLK  COUNTY 


life  member  of  Lodge  No.  98,  of  Des  Moines.  Ever  since  age  conferred  upon 
him  the  right  of  suffrage  he  has  been  a  strong  advocate  of  the  principles  of  the 
republican  party,  and  although  he  never  actively  participates  in  politics  he  meets 
the  requirements  of  good  citizenship  by  casting  a  vote  for  the  candidates  of  his 
party  on  election  day. 


HENRY  H.  CORNICK. 

The  Civil  war  attracted  to  the  Union  army  thousands  of  the  promising 
young  men  of  the  north,  who  freely  offered  their  lives  in  defense  of  their 
country  and  in  support  of  principles  which  they  believed  to  be  essential  to 
human  progress.  Looking  back  from  the  standpoint  of  fifty  years  it  is  the 
concensus  of  opinion  among  the  best  minds  that  they  were  right  and  their  sacri¬ 
fices  were  not  in  vain.  Among  those  who  wore  the  blue  was  Henry  H.  Cornick, 
who  for  many  years  past  has  been  a  leading  citizen  of  Des  Moines.  He  was 

born  in  New  York  state,  August  11,  1846,  and  is  a  son  of  Henry  Cornick,  a 

blacksmith  and  farmer  who  came  to  Iowa  with  his  family  in  i860  and  located 
in  Buchanan  county.  He  had  four  sons,  all  of  whom  served  their  country  in 

the  Civil  war  and  all  are  still  living,  our  subject  being  the  youngest. 

Mr.  Cornick  had  limited  educational  advantages  during  his  early  years  but 
has  made  the  most  of  his  opportunities  and  has  been  an  apt  student  in  the  great 
school  of  life.  At  the  beginning  of  the  Civil  war  he  was  too  young  to  enlist 
but  in  1864,  at  Dubuque,  became  a  member  of  the  Twenty-seventh  Iowa  Volun¬ 
teer  Infantry,  and  was  sent  to  the  front,  joining  his  regiment  at  the  mouth  of 

the  Red  river.  Two  days  later  he  was  in  his  first  fight  and  when  his  command 

returned  to  Memphis,  took  part  in  two  raids,  one  to  Tupelo  and  the  other  to 
Oxford.  Later  he  participated  in  the  battles  of  Nashville,  Fort  Blakely  and 

Spanish  Fort.  On  the  second  day  of  the  engagement  at  Nashville  he  was 

wounded  and  for  three  months  was  confined  in  a  hospital,  after  which  he 
rejoined  his  regiment  at  Dalpin  Island  and  from  there  went  to  Fort  Blakely 
and  Montgomery,  Alabama.  From  the  latter  place  he  proceeded  to  Selma, 
Alabama,  where  he  was  transferred  to  the  Twelfth  Iowa  Infantry,  the  Twenty- 
seventh  being  discharged  at  Memphis.  Mr.  Cornick  was  ordered  on  detached 
service  and  was  stationed  at  Union  City,  Tennessee,  when  discharged,  in  the 
spring  of  1866. 

While  in  the  army  he  sent  his  money  home  to  his  father  and  on  his  return 
it  was  given  back  to  him,  his  father  proving  a  true  and  faithful  conservator. 
For  a  short  time  Air.  Cornick  assisted  his  father  in  the  blacksmith  business  in 
Buchanan  county  and  later  followed  the  same  occupation  in  Des  Moines  for 
a  number  of  years,  during  which  time  he  invested  his  savings  in  farm  lands 
which  he  foresaw  would  greatly  increase  in  value.  About  1885  he  began  to 
devote  his  entire  attention  to  buying  and  selling  stock,  using  his  land  for  graz¬ 
ing  and  feeding  purposes.  He  retired  from  active  business  in  1905  although 
he  still  deals  to  some  extent  in  property.  He  is  now  one  of  the  wealthy  men 
of  Des  Moines. 

In  1866  Air.  Cornick  was  united  in  marriage  to  Aliss  Anna  Brown,  a  daugh¬ 
ter  of  George  and  Jennie  (Story)  Brown,  early  settlers  of  Iowa.  The  father 
was  of  French  and  the  mother  of  Scotch-Irish  descent.  Her  grandfather  Brown 
was  a  general  in  the  French  army  and  came  to  America  in  1809.  Two  children 
were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cornick :  Lulu  Alay  and  L.  R.,  the  latter  of  whom 
married  Aliss  Celia  Burgess  in  1903  and  is  now  a  capitalist  of  Des  Aloines. 
The  daughter  became  the  wife  of  Philip  C.  Hanna,  who  was  appointed  United 
States  consul  to  Venezuela  by  President  Harrison  and  on  account  of  political 
purposes  was  removed  by  President  Cleveland.  He  has  served  as  consul  gen- 
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eral  at  Monterey,  Mexico,  since  1899,  having  been  appointed  by  President 
McKinley  and  reappointed  by  Presidents  Roosevelt  and  Taft.  He  passed 
through  three  South  .American  revolutions  and  became  conspicuous  on  account 
of  being  backed  on  several  occasions  by  the  United  States  navy.  His  efforts 
to  protect  American  interests  in  Venezuela  incurred  the  enmity  of  "the  Venezuelan 
government  and  United  States  was  asked  to  recall  him.  Secretary  Blaine  replied 
that  he  was  satisfactory  to  the  United  States  and  would  remain  until  the  close 
of  the  revolution  and  Admiral  Walker,  with  the  White  Squadron,  was  sent  to 
support  this  position,  landing-  marines  at  the  port  of  Caracas  until  peace  was 
restored.  Mrs.  Lulu  May  Hanna  died  at  El  Paso,  Texas,  August  17,  1909, 
and  is  buried  in  Laurel  Hill  cemetery  at  Des  Moines. 

Mr.  Cornick,  as  an  intelligent  and  patriotic  citizen,  takes  an  interest  in  public 
affairs  but  has  never  sought  public  office.  By  systematic  industry  and  good 
judgment  in  investments  he  laid  the  foundation  for  a  competency  and  now 
enjoys  the  fruits  of  his  labors.  Governed  through  life  by  worthy  ideals,  he  is 
today  one  of  the  highly  respected  members  of  the  community  in  which  he  has 
been  a  familiar  figure  for  more  than  half  a  century.  As  a  Civil  war  veteran  he 
holds  membership  in  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic. 


MILAN  J.  HIBBS. 

In  the  roll  of  respected  citizens  of  Polk  county,  now  deceased,  is  the  name 
of  Milan  J.  Hibbs,  who  was  suddenly  called  from  family  and  friends  when  he 
was  only  thirty-nine  years  of  age  and  in  the  midst  of  an  active  and  useful  life. 
He  was  a  native  of  Camp  township,  born  October  21,  1872,  a  son  of  William 
J.  and  Lucia  E.  (Carey)  Hibbs,  the  former  of  whom  was  born  in  Ohio  and 
the  latter  in  Vermont.  The  father  came  west  and  purchased  a  farm  in  Jasper 
county,  Iowa,  which  he  partially  developed  and  then  sold.  Selecting  Polk  count> 
as  his  permanent  home,  he  bought  land  in  Camp  township  and  became  the 
owner  of  two  hundred  and  forty  acres.  He  died  in  January,  1907,  his  wife 
having  been  called  away  August  1,  1902. 

Reared  on  the  home  farm  Milan  J.  Hibbs  received  his  preliminary  educa¬ 
tion  in  the  district  schools  and  later  attended  Simpson  College  at  Indianola, 
Iowa.  Upon  leaving  college  he  returned  home  and  engaged  in  agriculture  and 
stock-raising  upon  his  father’s  farm.  After  the  death  of  both  parents  the  family 
estate  passed  into  the  possession  of  three  children,  two  sons  and  a  daughter, 
and  Mr.  Hibbs  of  this  review  purchased  the  interests  of  the  other  heirs,  becom¬ 
ing  the  owner  of  the  entire  property.  He  was  intelligent,  wide-awake  and  pro¬ 
gressive  in  his  business  and  prospered  highly  as  a  farmer,  this  being  an  occupa¬ 
tion  with  which  he  was  thoroughly  acquainted.  His  life  was  one  of  constant 
advancement  and  won  for  him  in  a  very  high  degree  the  respect  and  confidence 
of  those  with  whom  he  came  into  contact. 

On  the  29th  of  Tune,  1892,  Mr.  Hibbs  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Althea  L.  Seiberling,  a  daughter  of  Charles  and  Jerusha  C.  (Betz)  Seiberling, 
both  natives  of  Ohio.  The  father  engaged  in  farming  in  the  Buckeye  state,  but 
later  came  to  Iowa  and  purchased  a  farm  in  Beaver  township,  Polk  county. 
He  retired  from  active  labor  in  1905  and  he  and  his  wife  are  now  living  at 
Mitchellville.  Mr.  Seiberling  is  sixty-five  years  of  age,  while  his  wife  is  two 
years  his  junior.  Eight  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hibbs:  Earl  L., 
born  August  1,  1893;  Helen,  born  June  25,  1896;  Harry  J.,  born  Tuly  31,  1898; 
Elsie,  born  November  10,  1900;  Doris,  born  March  30,  1903;  Karl  W.,  born 
May  16,  1906;  Robert  M.,  born  May  30,  1908;  and  Leland  C.,  who  was  born 
February  24,  1910.  The  eldest  daughter  is  now  a  student  in  the  high  school  and 
all  of  the  children  have  been  given  excellent  educational  advantages. 


1082 


CITY  OF  DES  MOINES  AND  POLK  COUNTY 


The  cieath  oi  ^\Ir.  Hibbs  resulted  from  an  explosion  while  he  was  mixing 
blasting-  powder,  February  3,  1911,  and  the  people  of  the  county  for  many  miles 
around  sincerely  regretted  the  untimely  departure  of  one  of  the  most  esteemed 
citizens  of  Camp  township.  Politically  he  was  a  republican.  He  served  as 
school  director  and  at  the  time  of  his  death  was  a  member  of  the  board  of 
trustees^  of  the  township,  also  holding  membership  in  the  Odd  Fellows  Lodge 
at  Mitcnellville.  He  attended  the  Congregational  church,  of  which  he  was  a 
liberal  supportei  and  of  which  Airs.  Hibbs  is  a  member.  She  has  bravely  taken 
up  her  responsibilities  as  the  head  of  a  large  family  and  is  nobly  performing 
her  duty,  having  a  host  of  friends  in  a  section  where  she  has  been  most  highly 
esteemed  and  favorably  known  for  many  years. 


D.  CADY  McMARTIN. 

D.  Cady  McMartin  was  at  one  time  a  leading  attorney  of  Des  Moines,  to 
whom  intricate  legal  problems  were  of  ready  solution  because  of  his  compre¬ 
hensive  knowledge  of  the  law  and  his  ability  to  accurately  apply  its  principles. 
His  birth  occurred  in  Johnstown,  New  York,  in  1853,  his  parents  being  Duncan 
and  Margaret  (Cady)  McMartin,  of  Scotch  ancestry.  His  mother  was  a 
daughter  of  Judge  Daniel  Cady  and  a  sister  of  Elizabeth  Cady  Stanton.  On 
the  paternal  side  our  subject’s  great-grandfather,  Peter  McMartin,  was  a  gradu¬ 
ate  of  the  University  of  Edinburgh  and  came  to  America  early  in  life,  locating 
near  Johnstown,  New  York,  where  the  grandfather,  Peter  McMartin,  Jr.,  was 
born  and  spent  his  entire  life.  Duncan  McMartin,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  also  born  in  Johnstown  and  became  a  prominent  attorney,  practicing  for 
a  time  in  New  York  city  and  also  in  Albany. 

At  the  usual  age  D.  Cady  McMartin  began  his  education  in  Johnstown 
Academy  and,  when  he  had  mastered  the  branches  taught  therein  went  to 
Phillips-Exeter  and  then  to  Howard  University,  from  which  latter  institution 
he  was  graduated  in  1876.  He  then  turned  his  attention  to  the  study  of  law, 
preparing  for  the  profession  as  a  life  work.  He  mastered  many  of  the  principles 
of  jurisprudence  and,  successfully  passing  the  required  examination,  was  ad¬ 
mitted  to  the  bar. 

In  his  practice  before  the  courts  of  Des  Moines  Mr.  McMartin  made  a 
creditable  record,  becoming  recognized  as  a  leading  attornev.  At  one  time  he 
was  in  partnership. with  Mr.  Detrick,  who  at  that  time  was  city  attorney.  He 
also  filled  the  office  of  justice  of  the  peace  and  could  have  received  the  nomina¬ 
tion,  which  was  virtually  an  election,  to  the  office  of  district  judge,  but  he  was 
a  man  of  resourceful  nature  and  did  not  desire  political  fame,  even  when  office 
holding  was  in  the  path  of  his  profession.  He  preferred  to  concentrate  his 
energies  upon  the  private  practice  of  law  and  -was  regarded  as  an  able  and 
conscientious  minister  in  the  temple  of  justice.  He  never  sought  to  win  his 
cases  by  subterfuge  or  concealment  but  won  his  successes,  which  were  many, 
and  met  his  defeats,  which  were  few,  in  the  open  field  face  to  face  with  his  foe. 
He  was  strong  in  argument,  logical  in  deduction,  and  his  clear  and  cogent 
reasoning  constituted  a  strong  element  in  his  success.  A  few  years  prior  to  his 
death  he  invested  quite  largely  in  land  in  Texas  and  realized  a  comfortable 
fortune  therefrom. 

Mr.  McMartin  was  married  in  Des  Moines  in  1882  to  Aliss  Mary  Cole,  a 
daughter  of  Judge  Cole,  of  this  city,  whose  sketch  appears  on  another  page  of 
this  volume.  They  became  the  parents  of  four  children,  namely:  Flora,  who 
was  born  in  1883  and  died  at  the  age  of  thirteen  years;  Mary,  born  in  1885, 
and  D.  Cole,  born  in  1887,  both  at  homeland  Peter,  who  was  born  in  1889 
and  now  lives  in  Chicago.  Since  her  husband’s  death  Mrs.  McMartin  has 


CITY  OF  DES  MOINES  AND  POLK  COUNTY 


1083 


continuously  resided  in  Des  Moines,  where  she  has  an  extensive  circle  of  warm 
friends. 

Mr.  McMartin  passed  away  August  io,  1895,  upon  his  farm  near  Beaman, 
Grundy  county,  Iowa,  when  only  forty-two  years  of  age.  He  was  a  cultured 
gentleman,  of  genial  disposition,  and  a  man  of  many  sterling  qualities.  He 
always  valued  friendship  highly  and  was  ever  true  to  any  trust  reposed  in  him. 
Death  claimed  him  when  it  seemed  that  many  more  years  of  usefulness  should 
be  allotted  him,  for  he  had  demonstrated  his  ability  and  power  not  only  in  the 
practice  of  law  but  in  the  successful  management  of  business  affairs. 


JOHN  L.  BLEAKLY. 

Des  Moines,  the  seat  of  state  government,  draws  to  it  in  those  who  have  been 
elected  to  office  many  citizens  of  substantial  worth,  among  which  number  stands 
John  L.  Bleakly,  now  auditor  of  state.  He  was  born  in  County  Fermanagh, 
Ireland,  on  the  17th  of  February,  1857.  His  parents  were  also  natives  of  that 
country  and  on  coming  to  the  United  States  made  their  way  to  Rock  Island, 
Illinois,  where  they  settled  in  October,  1863.  Nine  years  later  they  removed  to 
Linn  county,  Iowa,  becoming  residents  of  that  district  in  March,  1872. 

John  L.  Bleakly  was  a  youth  of  but  six  years  when  the  family  crossed  the 
Atlantic.  He  pursued  his  education  in  the  public  schools  of  Illinois  and  Iowa 
and  in  the  Cedar  Rapids  Business  College,  and  afterward  engaged  in  teaching 
school  for  several  years  in  Linn  county,  proving  a  capable  educator  in  his  clear 
and  foiceful  impartation  of  his  knowledge  to  those  who  came  under  his  instruc¬ 
tion.  In  1882  he  removed  to  Ida  Grove,  where  he  became  bookkeeper  for  the 
banking  house  of  Baxter  &  Rule.  He  filled  the  position  for  three  years  and  then 
turned  his  attention  to  merchandising  at  Ida  Grove,  where  he  continued  in  bus¬ 
iness  until  1900,  when  ill  health  obliged  him  to  retire  from  active  business  con¬ 
nections. 

His  fellow  townsmen,  appreciative  of  his  worth  and  his  progressive  citizen¬ 
ship,  elected  him  as  their  representative  in  the  state  senate  in  1903.  He  served 
during  the  thirtieth,  thirty-first  and  thirty-second  sessions  of  the  general  as¬ 
sembly  from  the  forty-sixth  district  and  was  connected  with  much  important 
legislation  that  found  its  way  to  the  statute  books  of  the  state.  During  the 
session  of  the  thirty-first  general  assembly  an  act  was  passed  providing  for  the 
appointment  of  a  commission,  consisting  of  five  members  of  the  legislature,  three 
from  the  house  and  tvvo  from  the  senate,  for  the  purpose  of  investigating  the 
subject  of  insurance  within  the  state.  This  commission  was  to  report  its  find¬ 
ings,  together  with  recommendations  for  such  changes  as  might  be  found  neces¬ 
sary  to  the  better  control  of  insurance  matters  to  the  thirty-second  general  as¬ 
sembly.  Mr.  Bleakly  was  chosen  one  of  the  senate  members  of  the  commission 
and  his  work  in  connection  therewith,  together  with  his  identification  with  cer¬ 
tain  insuiance  measures  enacted  during  the  subsequent  session  of  the  general 
assembly,  brought  him  prominently  before  the  people  of  the  state  and  he  was 
looked  upon  as  a  suitable  man  to  assume  the  duties  of  auditor  of  state  and  to 
have  supervision  over  the  insurance  affairs  of  Iowa.  His  work  received  public 
endorsement,  when,  on  the  3d  of  November,  1908,  he  was  elected  to  the  po¬ 
sition  of  state  auditor,  which  he  is  now  filling.  He  has  always  been  an  earnest 
republican,  believing  firmly  in  the  platform  and  ultimate  triumph  of  the  prin¬ 
ciples  of  the  party. 

On  the  24th  of  March,  1886,  Mr.  Bleakly  was  married  to  Miss  Adda  Mel- 
vina  Clark,  a  daughter  of  C.  N.  and  Mary  (Weeks)  Clark,  editor  of  the  Maple 
Valley  Era  and  postmaster  at  Ida  Grove.  Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bleakly  have 
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been  born  five  children:  Adda  Margaret;  Charles  Homer;  Bessie  Little;  Leslie 
Shaw;  and  John  Russell. 

Fraternalh  Air.  Bleakly  is  a  Mason  and  has  attained  the  Knight  Templar 
degree  in  that  order.  He  also  belongs  to  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America  and 
the  Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen,  while  his  religious  faith  is  indicated  by 
his  membership  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church.  He  was  a  lay  delegate  from 
the  Northwest  Iowa  conference  to  the  general  conference  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  church,  which  met  in  Baltimore  in  May,  1908.  During  his  incumbency 
in  public  office  he  has  won  the  favorable  regard  and  warm  friendship  of  many 
who  are  leaders  in  the  political  activities  of  the  state,  and  wherever  he  is  known 
commands  the  respect  of  his  fellowmen,  while  in  his  home  city  he  enjoys  that 
warm  regard  that  indicates  close  and  enduring  friendship. 


LOUTS  H.  KURTZ. 

d  1  ea  it\  are  often  strangely  blended  and  sometimes  even  what 
appears  to  be  an  overwhelming  disaster  in  the  life  of  an  individual  may  serve 
to  imbue  him  with  strength  with  which  he  is  enabled  to  overcome  the  gravest 
difficulties.  I  he  career  of  Louis  H.  Kurtz,  of  Des  Moines,  is  proof  of  this 
statement.  Coming  to  America  as  a  boy,  a  member  of  a  family  of  eleven  chil¬ 
dren,  he  lost  both  parents  from  cholera  within  twenty-four  hours  while  the 
party  was  journeying  toward  Iowa  in  the  hope  of  establishing  a  home.  Thrown 
upon  his  own  resources,  the  lad  bravely  took  up  the  burden  and  in  the  years 
that  have  passed  has  ably  demonstrated  his  ability  and  his  enduring  qualities, 
being  now  one  of  the  leading  merchants  of  Des  Moines,  in  possession  of  a  for¬ 
tune  which  he  has  accumulated  by  his  own  efforts. 

Louis  H.  Kurtz  was  born  at  Voelklingen,  Prussia,  Germany,  December  14, 
1840,  a  son  of  Peter  and  Katherine  E.  (Minges)  Kurtz.  He  is  of  French  de¬ 
scent  on  both  sides  of  the  house,  the  district  where  he  was  born  having  belonged 
to  France  until  1812,  when  it  was  acquired  in  war  by  Prussia.  In  1854  the  family 
came  to  America,  stopping  for  a  short  time  at  Pittsburg,  Pennsylvania,  and  then 
proceeding  westward.  His  parents  died  near  Keokuk.  Left  an  orphan  at  four¬ 
teen  years  of  age,  Louis  H.  Kurtz  worked  for  several  years  upon  a  farm  and 
then  associated  with  three  older  brothers  in  renting  land  which  they  cultivated 
in  partnership.  Subsequently  he  removed  to  Van  Buren  county  and  there 
learned  the  tinner’s  trade.  In  1861  he  came  to  Des  Moines  and  worked  at  his 
trade  until  1866,  when  he  embarked  in  business  on  his  own  account,  starting 
with  a  cash  capital  of  less  than  three  hundred  and  fifty  dollars.  Today  he  is 
the  oldest  merchant  actively  engaged  in  business  in  Des  Moines  and  is  at  the 
head  of  the  L.  H.  Kurtz  Company,  the  largest  retail  hardware  and  wholesale 
plumbing  and  heating  establishment  in  the  city.  He  is  interested  in  other  lines 
and  is  a  member  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  German  Savings  Bank.  He  is 
recognized  as  one  of  the  highly  efficient  and  progressive  citizens  of  Des  Moines 
— a  man  who  by  an  upright  and  useful  life  has  reflected  honor  upon  himself 
and  his  adopted  city. 

On  the  5th  of  June,  1864,  at  Des  Moines,  Mr.  Kurtz  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Miss  Annie  M.  Kula,  a  native  of  Bohemia,  Austria,  who  came  to  America 
about  the  same  time  as  himself.  Three  children  have  blessed  this  union :  Emma, 
now  the  wife  of  Walter  L.  Seeburger,  of  Des  Moines ;  Louis  C.,  engaged  in 
business  with  his  father,  who  married  Miss  Alice  McDonald  and  has  two  chil¬ 
dren,  Clarence  M.  and  Bernard;  and  Mary  A.,  the  wife  of  Joseph  R.  Schuster, 
of  Des  Moines,  and  the  mother  of  one  son,  Joseph  A. 

Mr.  Kurtz  has  arrived  at  an  age  when  most  men  think  of  retiring  from  the 
cares  of  business,  but  he  is  still  in  the  midst  of  the  battle  and  gives  little  evi- 
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dence  in  his  appearance  or  manner  of  the  inroads  of  years.  He  easily  occupies 
a  place  as  one  of  the  most  successful  members  of  a  large  and  growing  com¬ 
munity.  As  a  patriotic  citizen  he  has  performed  his  part  in  bringing  about  the 
present  prosperous  condition  in  Des  Moines.  Politically  he  prefers  to  be  in¬ 
dependent,  casting  his  ballot  for  the  man  rather  than  in  support  of  any  political 
organization.  In  religious  belief  he  is  affiliated  with  the  Catholic  church.  He 
has  never  devoted  much  time  to  secret  societies,  but  is  a  valued  member  of  the 
Knights  of  Columbus. 


MILLARD  A.  OLMSTED. 


A  well  cultivated  tract  of  one  hundred  and  twenty-three  acres  in  Webster 
township  reflects  credit  upon  the  agricultural  ability  of  Millard  A.  Olmsted, 
who  engages  in  general  farming  and  stock-raising.  A  native  of  Polk  county' 
his  birth  occurred  at  the  family  homestead  in  the  township  where  he  now 
resides,  on  the  29th  of  February,  1868.  His  parents,  Leander  and  Charlotte 
(Horton)  Olmsted,  came  from  New  York,  the  state  of  their  birth,  to  Iowa, 
locating  in  Polk  county  in  1867.  Three  years  prior  to  their  change  of  residence 
Mr.  Olmsted  had  purchased  eighty  acres  of  land  in  Webster  township,  upon 
which  he  erected,  a  house,  barn  and  outbuildings  preparatory  to  settling  upon 
it.  Meeting  with  success  in  the  cultivation  of  his  farm,  he  added  to  his  tract 
from  time  to  time  until  he  had  acquired  two  hundred  and  forty  acres,  which  he 
continued  to  cultivate  until  1898.  Since  that  he  has  practically  lived  retired, 
spending  his  summers  with  his  son,  Millard  A.  and  the  winters  in  a  warmer 
climate.  Lie  is  now  seventy-one  years  of  age,  while  Mrs.  Olmsted  has  passed 
her  sixty-eighth  year. 

The  preliminary  education  of  Millard  A.  Olmsted  was  obtained  in  the  district 
schools  of  Webster  township.  Later  this  was  supplemented  by  a  course  at 
Drake  University,  from  which  institution  he  was  graduated  with  the  class  of 
1889.  Following  this  he  engaged  in  mercantile  business  on  Cottage  Grove  ave¬ 
nue,  Des  Moines,  for  a  period  of  four  years,  at  the  end  of  which  time  he  dis¬ 
posed  of  his  interest,  going  to  Marshalltown  to  become  a  partner  of  his  brother 
who  was  in  the  same  business.  Withdrawing  from  commercial  pursuits  at  the 
end  of  three  years,  he  returned  to  Polk  county  and  bought  one  hundred  and 
twenty  acres  of  partially  improved  land  adjoining  his  father’s  property.  Here 
he  engages  in  general  farming  and  stock-raising,  in  both  of  which  undertak¬ 
ings  lie  has  met  with  success,  having  added  to  his  holdings  and  greatly  improved 
the  property.  Mr.  Olmsted  devotes  considerable  attention  to  the  breeding  and 
raising  of  stock,  always  keeping  about  forty  head  of  cattle  and  nine  of  horses. 
Together  with  his  father  and  brother  he  owns  four  hundred  and  thirty-three 
acres  of  land  in  Webster  township,  all  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation. 

In  June,  1902,  Mr.  Olmsted  married  Miss  Olive  Stuart,  a  daughter  of  Jo¬ 
seph  G.  and  Martha  (Hoskins)  Stuart,  the  father  a  native  of  North  Carolina 
and  the  mother  of  Iowa.  Mr.  Stuart  came  to  Iowa  in  1857,  at  the  age  of 
twelve  years,  locating  in  Keokuk  county,  where  he  worked  upon  a  farm.  Later 
he  rented  land  which  he  cultivated  until  1882,  at  which  time  he  removed  to  a 
farm  he  had  bought  in  Polk  county.  He  has  since  added  to  his  original  tract 
until  he  now  owns  three  hundred  and  ninety-five  acres,  all  of  which  he  rents 
with  the  exception  of  eighty  acres  near  Urbandale.  Here  he  and  his  wife,  both 
of  them  sixty-six  years  of  age,  continue  to  reside,  while  he  engages  in  agricul¬ 
tural  pursuits.  Four  children  have  been  born  unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Olmsted  as 
follows:  Laura,  six  years  of  age;  Blanche  M.,  four;  Martha  C.,  two;  and 
Ruth,  who  is  just  one. 
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They  affiliate  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  while  fraternally  Mr. 
Olmsted  is  identified  with  the  Woodmen  of  the  World.  In  matters  politic  he 
loyally  adheres  to  the  principles  and  policy  of  the  democratic  party,  for  the 
candidates  of  which  body  he  always  casts  his  ballot.  He  never  actively  par¬ 
ticipates  in  public  affairs,  however,  as  he  does  not  aspire  to  public  honors  or 
the  emoluments  of  office.  A  thoroughly  practical  agriculturist,  progressive  in 
his  ideas,  Mr.  Olmsted  is  becoming  recognized  as  one  of  the  able  farmers  in 
his  township. 


CASPER  SCHENK. 

Casper  Schenk,  practicing  at  the  Des  Moines  bar.  was  born  on  a  farm  in 
Black  Hawk  county,  Iowa,  April  19,  1878.  His  father,  Joseph  Schenk,  em¬ 
igrated  to  the  United  States  from  Wurtemberg,  Germany,  m  1854.  After  two 
years  spent  in  the  state  of  New  York  he  removed  westward  to  Burlington, 
Iowa,  remaining  in  that  neighborhood  during  the  period  of  the  Lincoln-Douglas 
debates.  Attracted  by  the  discovery  of  gold,  he  crossed  the  plains  with  an  ox 
team  in  1859.  He  was  overtaken  on  the  way  by  Horace  Greeley,  who  was  then 
making  the  trip  which  inspired  his  famous  injunction  “Go  west  young  man  and 
grow  up  with  the  country.”  Joseph  Schenk  remained  in  California  four  years 
and  then  returned  to  his  native  land,  where  he  married  Marie  Gaiser.  Later 
they  became  residents  of  Black  Hawk  county,  Iowa,  where  they  still  reside, 
and  there  they  have  reared  a  family  of  nine  children,  all  of  whom  are  living, 
the  subject  of  this  sketch  being  the  seventh  in  order  of  birth. 

Casper  Schenk  began  his  education  in  the  country  schools  of  Black  Hawk 
county  and  later  attended  the  Iowa  State  Teachers  College  at  Cedar  Falls,  where 
he  won  an  M.  Di  degree  in  1899.  He  afterward  matriculated  in  the  State 
University  of  Iowa,  which  conferred  upon  him  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Phil- 
osophv  in  1903.  He  was  for  a  time  a  student  in  Chicago  University,  and  grad¬ 
uated' from  the  Harvard  Law  School,  which  conferred  upon  him  the  LL.  B. 
degree  in  1906. 

Farming  occupied  Ins  attention  111  his  youthful  days,  and  the  periods  of  aca- 
tion  were  spent  at  work  in  the  fields.  Later  he  became  a  newspaper  reporter, 
and  subsequently  engaged  in  teaching  school.  In  fact  he  did  what  all  country 
boys  do  until  opportunity  came  to  attend  the  law  school.  His  newspaper  ex¬ 
perience  was  received  in  connection  with  the  \\  aterloo  Reporter,  and  in  the 
teacher's  profession  he  served  as  principal  of  the  schools  of  Little  Rock.  Iowa, 
for  three  years.  Following  his  graduation  from  Harvard,  he  opened  an  office 
in  Des  Moines  in  connection  with  James  G.  Berryhill,  Jr.,  under  the  firm  name 
of  Schenk  &  Berryhill.  and  has  since  continued  actively  in  the  practice  of  law, 
wherein  his  advancement  has  logically  followed  his  ability  and  close  application 
to  his  profession.  He  is  now  general  counsel  of  the  Des  Moines  Life  Insurance 
Company  and  is  also  a  member  of  the  faculty  of  the  Drake  Law  School,  the  sub¬ 
ject  of  his  teaching  being  “Private  Corporations.  ' 

Mr.  Schenk  is  well  knowm  in  military  circles,  having  in  1910  been  elected 
captain  of  Companv  F.  Fifty-fifth  Infantry  Regiment  of  the  Icnva  National 
Guard.  He  is  a  republican  of  independent  view^s,  having  much  of  the  “insur¬ 
gent  spirit,  and  while  a  “party  man”  he  is  opposed  to  any  blind  following  of 
party  leadership  or  the  adoption  of  unprogressive  measures.  He  believes  in 
continuous  advancement  in  this  as  in  every  other  direction.  Since  1897  Jie  ^as 
been  a  member  of  the  Methodist  church,  ami  his  social  relations  aie  with  the 
Grant  Club.  Law  Club,  Harvard  Club,  and  the  Iowa  Historical  Society.  He 
has  been  affiliated  with  such  local  organizations  as  the  Committee  of  Three 
Hundred,  the  City  Club  and  the  Laymen’s  League  of  Des  Moines,  all  of  which 
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indicates  that  he  is  vitally  interested  in  important  questions  relating-  to  municioal 
advancement,  the  welfare  of  the  individual,  and  to  political  and  moral  progress 
and  reform.  He  is  enthusiastic  in  his  support  of  Iowa,  its  resources  and  its 
prospects.  He  believes  in  simple  living  and  high 'thinking,  and  he  is  making  felt 
tne  impress  of  his  individuality  upon  the  advancement  and  progress  of  the  citv 
along  many  important  lines.  y 

On  the  9th  of  June,  1911,  Mr.  Schenk  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Beulah  Long,  of  Manson,  Iowa,  a  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  T.  D.  Long  pioneer 
residents  of  Calhoun  county,  her  fathei  having  been  for  years  one  of  the  pub¬ 
lishers  of  the  Manson  Journal  and  postmaster  at  that  place  At  the  time  of 
her  marriage  and  for  three  years  preceding  Mrs.  Schenk  was  an  associate  pro¬ 
fessor  on  the  faculty  of  Drake  University  at  Des  Moines  and  at  the  head  of  the 
domestic  science  department  01  that  institution,  in  which  capacity  she  met  with 
unusual  success.  She  prepared  for  her  work  at  the  State  Teachers  College  in 
Cedai  Falls,  at  Rockford,  Illinois;  and  under  Miss  (eanette  Hill,  of  Boston 
Massachusetts.  She  is  a  young  woman  of  talent  and  enthusiasm  who  has 
the  admiration  and  good-will  of  a  multitude  of  friends.  She  is  a  member  of  the 
Eastern  Star,  of  the  Daughters  of  the  King  and  of  several  college  sororities. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Schenk  now  resides  at  No.  2419  Cottage  Grove  avenue  Des 
Moines. 


CHRISTOPHER  HATFIELD. 

One  of  Iowa's  native  sons  who  is  identified  with  the  business  activities  of 
Grimes  is  Christopher  Hatfield,  manager  of  the  Neola  Elevator  Company  His 
birth  occurred  in  Clinton  county  on  the  21st  of  May,  1872,  his  parents' being 
Inomas  and  Sarah  M.  (Hall)  Hatfield,  the  father  a  native  of  England  and 
the  mother  of  Shelby  county,  Ohio.  Thomas  Hatfield  came  to  Iowa  in  pioneer 
days,  locating  in  Clinton  county,  where  he  entered  land  and  later  added  to  his 
tract  by  purchase  until  he  had  acquired  nine  hundred  and  twenty  acres,  which 
he  had  brought  to  such  a  high  state  of  cultivation  that  at  the  time  of  his' demise 
m  1873  F  was  regarded  as  one  of  the  most  valuable  farms  in  the  county  His 
hrst  wife  who  was  the  mother  of  eight  children,  died  in  1869.  The  second 
Mrs.  Hatfield,  who  was  mother  of  our  subject,  removed  to  Fontanelle  shortly 

following  the  death  of  her  husband,  where  she  was  residing  when  she  passed 
away  m  December,  1885.  1 

Christopher  Hatfield  obtained  his  education  in  the  oublic  schools  of  Fon¬ 
tanelle,  remaining  with  his  mother  until  her  death.  Thereafter  he  made  his 
home  with  a  sister  until  he  had  attained  his  twentieth  year,  at  which  time  he 
became  connected  with  the  implement  and  harness  business  in  Fontanelle.  He 
also  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits,  devoting  particular  attention  to  the  breed¬ 
ing  and  raising  of  thoroughbred  cattle.  In  1894  he  disposed  of  his  interests  in 
orcier  to  accept  a  position  as  buttermaker  with  the  Blue  Grass  Creamery  remain¬ 
ing  in  that  employ  for  four  years,  three  years  of  which  time  he  lived  in  Green- 
eld  and  the  other  in  Fontanelle.  hollowing  this  he  became  manager  of  the 
grain  elevator  of  Kurtz  &  Son  at  Sac  City,  but  they  went  into  bankruptcy  at 
the  end  of  three  years,  their  property  being  purchased  by  Pease  Brothers  of 
Des  Moines,  which  company  placed  Mr.  Hatfield  in  charge  of  their  plant  at 
Waukee,  Iowa.  Eight  months  later  Pease  Brothers  sold  their  business  to  the 
Neola  Elevator  Company,  of  Chicago,  in  whose  service  he  remained  for  two 
years  at  Waukee,  at  the  end  of  which  time  they  sent  him  to  Yale,  Iowa  for 
sixty  days,  and  then  placed  him  at  Coon  Rapids,  where  he  remained  for  two 
and  one-half  years.  In  April,  1908,  he  was  sent  to  Grimes  to  take  charge  of 
the  elevator  as  well  as  the  lumber,  coal,  brick,  tile  and  cement  interests  of  the 
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company.  He  likes  it  here  and  expects  to  remain  as  he  has  succeeded  in  build¬ 
ing  up  a  fine  business. 

In  November,  1891,  Mr.  Hatfield  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Rose  Blair, 
a  daughter  of  Robert  and  Emma  (Mingus)  Blair,  the  father  a  native  of  Nova 
Scotia  and  the  mother  of  Cedar  county,  Iowa.  Air.  Blair  removed  to  Illinois 
in  a  very  early  day  but  later  came  to  Iowa,  locating  at  Fontanelle,  where  he 
engaged  in  the  harness  business  until  he  passed  away  in  1906,  In  the  early 
years  of  Mr.  Hatfield’s  business  career  he  and  Mr.  Blair  were  in  partnership 
"for  one  year.  Mrs.  Blair  still  survives  and  makes  her  home  in  Colfax,  Iowa. 
One  child  has  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hatfield,  Beulah  B.,  who  is  seventeen 
years  of  age  and  is  attending  the  school  of  music  at  Des  Moines,  Iowa. 

The  church  relationship  of  the  family  is  with  the  Methodist  denomination, 
while  fraternallv  Mr.  Hatfield  affiliates  with  the  Brotherhood  of  American 
Yeomen.  His  political  support  Mr.  Hatfield  accords  the  republican  party,  his 
interest  is  rather  passive,  however,  as  he  never  participates  in  affairs  of  a 
governmental  nature,  always  preferring  to  devote  his  time  and  energy  to  the 
development  of  his  business. 


JOSEPH  J.  FLANNERY,  M.  D. 

One  of  the  members  of  the  Polk  county  medical  profession  who  has  acquired 
more  than  a  local  reputation  in  the  field  of  surgery  is  Dr.  Joseph  J.  Flannery, 
who  has  very  pleasant  and  well  appointed  offices  in  the  Utica  building.  He  is 
of  Irish  descent  and  the  eldest  in  a  family  of  six  children  born  to  John  F.  and 
Mary  (Higgins)  Flannery,  his  birth  occurring  in  Des  Moines  on  the  23d  of 
March,  1877.  The  parents  were  married  in  this  city,  where  they  spent  the 
remainder  of  their  life,  the  father  being  engaged  in  the  grocery  and  general 
merchandise  business,  which  he  established  upon  his  arrival  here  in  1850.  He 
passed  away  in  1904-  but  his  wife  is  still  living  and  continues  to  make  her  home 
in  Des  Moines.  They  were  the  parents  of  three  sons,  and  three  daughters,  but 
Edward  is  deceased.  The  other  members  of  the  family  beside  our  subject  are 
Agnes,  Lillian,  Mamie  and  John,  none  of  whom  are  married. 

The  public  and  high  schools  of  Des  Moines  provided  Dr.  Joseph  J.  Flannery 
with  his  preliminary  education,  but  having  early  decided  to  follow  the  medical 
profession  he  matriculated  at  Drake  University  in  1896,  receiving  his  degree 
of  M.  D.  from  that  institution  with  the  class  of  1900.  Feeling  that  he  would 
like  a  broader  knowledge  and  better  understanding  of  some  of  the  modern 
surgical  methods,  in  1901  he  took  a  post-graduate  course  in  the  Polyclinic 
Hospital  of  Chicago.  Returning  to  Des  Moines  upon  the  completion  of  his 
studies  he  became  an  interne  at  Mercy  Hospital,  where  he  remained  for  four 
vears.  At  the  expiration  of  that  time  he  felt  he  had  a  sufficient  understanding 
of  the  theory  and  practice  of  medicine  and  surgery  to  establish  a  private  prac¬ 
tice.  In  the"  choice  of  a  life  work  Dr.  Flannery  was  fortunate  enough  to  select 
something  for  which  he  was  by  nature  most  ably  qualified.  He  possesses  the 
nervous  energv,  poise,  decision  as  well  as  the  personality  which  is  so  vitally 
essential  to  success  in  the  medical  profession,  in  addition  to  which  he  has  the 
active  mind,  acute  touch  and  dexterous  hand  of  the  surgeon.  Seven  years  ago 
he  received' the  appointment  of  insane  commissioner  in  Polk  county  froni  the 
ninth  judicial  district  court,  and  he  is  also  a  member  of  the  surgical  staff  of 
Mercy  Hospital  and  surgeon  for  the  LTiited  Commercial  Travelers. 

Dr.  Flannerv  is  affiliated  with  the  Benevolent  Protective  Order  of  Elks,  the 
Hvperion  Club  "and  the  Knights  of  Columbus,  while  he  maintains  relations  with 
the  members  of  his  profession  through  the  medium  of  the  Polk  County  Medical 
Society  and  the  State  and  National  Medical  Associations.  He  has  never  married 
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and  is  a  communicant  of  the  Roman  Catholic  church.  His  political  support  is 
given  to  the  republican  party,  his  views  coinciding  with  those  of  the  progressive 
faction  of  that  body. 

The  marked  success  with  which  Dr.  Flannery  has  met  during  the  period 
of  his  practice  must  be  largely  attributed  to  his  studious  habits  and  progressive 
ideas,  as  well  as  his  loyalty  to  his  patients  and  conscientious  service.  He  is 
constantly  endeavoring  to  raise  his  profession  to  a  higher  standard  and  guides 
his  life  as  a  man  and  practitioner  in  such  a  manner  as  to  cause  no  reflection  to 
be  cast  upon  the  fraternity. 


SAMUEL  S.  HARVEY. 

Agricultural  pursuits  have  always  engaged  the  attention  of  Samuel  S.  Harvey, 
who  owns  one  of  the  excellent  farms  of  Jefferson  township,  where  he  engages 
in  general  farming.  A  native  of  Polk  county,  his  birth  occurred  in  Crocker 
township  on  the  29th  of  September,  1857,  his  Parents  being  Stephen  and  Martha 
J.  (Bowers)  Harvey,  natives  of  Indiana  and  Kentucky,  respectively.  The 
father  came  to  Iowa  and  located  in  Crocker  township,  Polk  county,  in  1847, 
where  he  entered  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land,  which  he  immediately 
began  clearing  and  improving.  He  later  added  to  his  farm  at  different  times 
until  he  had  acquired  two  hundred  and  forty  acres,  in  the  cultivation  of  which 
he  engaged  until  his  demise  August  26,  1900.  His  wife’s  death  occurred  Febru¬ 
ary  14,  1899. 

The  early  years  of  Samuel  S.  Harvey’s  life  were  spent  on  the  old  home¬ 
stead,  his  education  being  acquired  in  the  district  schools,  which  he  attended 
at  such  time  as  his  services  were  not  required  in  the  work  of  the  farm.  He 
remained  under  the  paternal  roof  until  he  had  attained  his  nineteenth  year,  at 
which  time  he  sought  employment  with  strangers.  For  two  years  thereafter 
he  worked  as  a  farm  hand  and  at  the  expiration  of  that  period  rented  land, 
which  he  cultivated  until  1881.  Returning  home  in  the  latter  year  he  managed 
the  farm  for  nine  years  and  then  removed  to  Jefferson  township,  where  he 
bought  one  hundred  and  forty-seven  acres.  Prior  to  this  he  had  purchased  a 
farm  in  Cherokee  county  but  had  never  lived  on  it.  Mr.  Harvey  is  an  enter¬ 
prising  man  and  takes  great  pride  in  his  homestead,  on  which  he  has  made  many 
improvements  during  the  period  of  his  occupancy,  having  erected  new  build¬ 
ings,  while  he  has  built  additions  to  and  improved  others.  His  fields  are  all 
substantially  fenced  and  he  has  expended  one  thousand  dollars  in  tiling  his 
land,  every  acre  of  which  is  under  cultivation.  The  place  presents  a  most 
attractive  appearance  and  has  an  air  of  thrift  and  prosperity  which  always 
bespeaks  capable  supervision  and  competent  direction,  that  are  as  essential 
factors  in  the  successful  pursuit  of  agriculture  as  any  other  vocation.  He  has 
added  to  his  holdings  at  various  times  until  he  now  owns  one  hundred  and 
eighty-eight  acres  in  Jefferson  township  and  twenty  acres  in  Crocker. 

Mr.  Harvey’s  plans  for  a  home  had  their  culmination  in  his  marriage  on 
the  1 2th  of  March,  1884,  to  Miss  Mary  A.  Channon,  who  had  previously  en- 
.  gaged  in  dress-making  and  the  millinery  business.  She  is  a  daughter  of  Robert 
and  Lucy  (Squires)  Channon,  natives  of  England,  who  emigrated  to  the  United 
States  in  their  youth.  Upon  his  arrival  in  this  country  her  father  located  in 
the  vicinity  of  Dayton,  Ohio,  where  he  worked  by  the  month  as  a  farm  hand 
and  also  as  a  stone-mason.  In  1855  be  came  to  Polk  county,  Iowa,  where  he 
worked  in  a  sawmill  for  a  short  time.  He  subsequently  operated  rented  land 
for  three  years,  during  which  time  he  saved  enough  to  enable  him  to  buy  eighty 
acres  in  Dallas  county  on  the  Polk  county  line.  After  improving  and  cultivating 
this  for  about  ten  years  he  sold  it  and  again  rented  land  for  a  year,  after  which  he 
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went  to  Texas.  Returning  to  Polk  county  in  1871  he  bought  one  hundred  and 
twenty  acres  in  Crocker  township,  to  which  he  later  added  another  eighty,  in¬ 
creasing  his  holdings  to  two  hundred  acres  in  Polk  county  and  also  having 
one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  in  South  Dakota.  He  made  extensive  improve¬ 
ments  in  the  property,  which  he  continued  to  cultivate  until  his  death  on  the 
17th  of  June,  1902.  Mrs.  Channon  passed  away  the  following  September.  Two 
children  were  born  unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harvey :  Essie,  who  married  S.  D. 
Cunningham,  a  farmer  of  Jefferson  township;  and  Elma,  who  became  the  wife 
of  Charles  Eads,  also  a  farmer  of  Jefferson  township. 

Mr.  Harvey,  who  has  served  as  justice  of  the  peace  and  assessor  of  his 
township  for  four  years,  gives  his  political  support  to  the  republican  party,  and 
has  several  times  been  elected  to  the  board  of  school  directors,  of  which  he  is 
now  the  secretary.  Both  he  and  his  wife  attend  the  Congregational  church,  in 
which  they  have  for  many  years  held  membership,  and  assist  in  its  support. 
Mr.  Harvey  possesses  the  business  sagacity  and  persistence  which  inevitably 
win  success  in  any  undertaking  and  to  those  qualities  must  be  attributed  to  a. 
very  great  extent  the  position  he  today  holds  among  the  agriculturists  of  Jeffer¬ 
son  township. 


LOUIS  A.  ALTONA. 

Not  every  man  starting  in  a  humble  position  in  business  becomes  the  head 
of  an  important  establishment ;  many  fall  by  the  wayside  or  yield  to  discourage¬ 
ment  ;  but  a  few  brave  souls  push  boldly  forward  and  win  the  prizes.  To  this 
class  belongs  Louis  A.  Altona,  president  of  the  Standard  Scale  &  Manufacturing 
Company,  of  Des  Moines,  and  one  of  the  highly  respected  men  of  the  city. 

He  is  a  native  of  Galena,  Illinois,  born  October  31.  1865,  and  is  a  son  of 
George  Altona,  who  was  born  at  Hamburg,  Germany,  March  24,  1819.  The 
father  came  to  America  in  1851  and  was  a  pioneer  in  Illinois,  settling  at  Galena, 
where  he  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  carriages.  In  his  native  land  he  served 
in  the  German  army  and  at  the  time  of  the  Civil  war  in  this  country  enlisted  in 
the  Galena  Artillery,  being  commissioned  as  third  lieutenant,  and  continued 
with  that  organization  from  1863  until  honorably  discharged  at  the  close  of 
the  war.  Returning  to  Galena,  he  resumed  his  business,  in  which  he  became 
eminently  prosperous.  He  died  February  14,  1899.  The  maiden  name  of  the 
mother  of  our  subject  was  Theresa  Hector.  She  was  married  at  Galena  to 
George  Altona  on  the  31st  of  July,  1851,  and  five  children  were  born  to  them: 
Charles  H.,  who  was  born  January  23,  1853,  and  is  now  a  carriage  manu¬ 
facturer  of  Riverside,  California;  Anna,  who  was  born  March  5,  1855,  and  is 
now  living  at  Galena;  George,  who  was  born  November  26,  1859,  and  is  engaged 
in  the  carriage  business  at  Galena;  Mrs.  Edith  Willey,  who  was  born  August 
9.  1862,  and  is  now  residing  at  Dixon,  Illinois;  and  Louis  A. 

Louis  A.  Altona  acquired  his  early  education  in  the  public  schools  of  Galena. 
He  engaged  in  clerical  work  in  mercantile  lines  at  Sioux  City,  Iowa,  for  five 
vears  and  then  entered  into  manufacturing  on  his  own  account  in  the  same  city. 
Favorable  opportunity  presenting  itself  he  disposed  of  his  interests  and  for  a 
short  time  did  clerical  work.  In  1900  he  came  to  Des  Moines  and  purchased 
a  one-half  interest  in  the  Des  Moines  Scale  &  Manufacturing  Company,  being 
associated  with  A.  L.  Smouse.  At  the  end  of  two  years  he  retired  the  interests 
of  Mr.  Smouse,  and  in  1910,  this  corporation  having  expired  by  limitation,  he 
reincorporated  under  the  title  of  the  Standard  Scale  &  Manufacturing  Com¬ 
pany,  of  which  he  has  since  been  president.  The  original  company  gave  employ¬ 
ment  to  four  persons  at  the  time  Mr.  Altona  became  identified  with  it,  but 
owing  to  judicious  management  the  number  since  employed  has  been  increased 


CITY  OF  DES  MOINES  AND  POLK  COUNTY 


1093 


many  fold.  In  November,  1910,  Mr.  Altona  closed  contracts  for  the  largest 
scale  equipment  ever  purchased  by  an  Iowa  mine.  In  addition  to  his  large 
manufacturing  business  he  is  an  extensive  jobber  of  trucks  and  barrows,  wind¬ 
mills  and  towers,  pumps  and  cylinders,  wood  and  steel  tanks,  etc.,  etc.,  and  the 
territory  over  which  his  operations  extend  is  each  year  growing  larger. 

On  February  12,  1902,  Mr.  Altona  was  married  to  Mary  Alice  Bradrick, 
of  Chariton,  Iowa.  He  is  an  advocate  of  the  principles  of  the  republican  party 
and  in  religious  belief  adheres  to  the  Presbyterian  church.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  Masonic  order,  being  identified  with  Home  Lodge,  Corinthian  Chapter, 
Temple  Commandery  and  Za-Ga-Zig  Temple,  A.  A.  O.  N.  M.,  of  Des  Moines. 
As  a  business  man  he  is  a  member  of  the  Commercial  Club.  His  wife  was  for 
a  number  of  years  a  member  of  the  state  board  of  educational  examiners  and 
as  an  educator  her  abilities  are  recognized.  She  is  a  member  of  the  Monday 
Club,  the  oldest  study  club  in  the  city,  and  has  for  many  years  been  an  active 
member  of  the  P.  E.  O.  sisterhood.  Ambitious  and  persevering  Mr.  Altona 
has  won  a  highly  creditable  place  in  the  estimation  of  his  business  associates 
and  the  public.  He  is  an  excellent  manager,  as  is  shown  by  the  growth  of  the 
company  of  which  he  is  the  head,  and  the  future  holds  out  to  him  and  to  men 
of  his  energy  and  ability  many  inducements  for  continued  progress  along  lines 
of  legitimate  activity. 


SAMUEL  J.  OLDFIELD. 

Samuel  J.  Oldfield,  a  prominent  citizen  of  Mitchellville,  was  born  in  Rich¬ 
land  county,  Ohio,  July  4,  1850,  and  when  six  years  of  age  came  to  Iowa  with 
his  parents,  David  Phelps  and  Catherine  (Creighton)  Oldfield.  He  was  edu¬ 
cated  in  the  common  schools  and  at  Hazel  Dell  Academy  at  Newton.  At  the 
age  of  sixteen  he  began  learning  the  carpenter’s  trade,  at  which  he  worked  for 
several  years.  Later  he  learned  telegraphy  and  also  became  an  expert  at  the 
jeweler’s  trade  and  was  graduated  as  an  optician.  He  taught  school  in  early 
manhood  for  two  years,  but  in  1870  removed  to  Mitchellville,  where  he  has 
since  lived.  After  clerking  for  several  years  he  was,  in  1875,  appointed  post¬ 
master  of  Mitchellville  and  served  in  that  office  very  acceptably  for  eleven 
years,  being  at  the  same  time  engaged  in  the  book  and  stationery  business.  For 
twenty  years  he  was  actively  connected  with  the  jewelry  business  and  attracted 
a  large  and  lucrative  patronage.  In  1889  he  was  interested  in  the  organization 
of  the  Citizens  Bank,  which  was  incorporated  as  the  Citizens  State  Bank  in 
1905,  and  the  officers  are:  S.  P.  Oldfield,  president;  D.  P.  Oldfield,  vice  presi¬ 
dent  ;  and  S.  J.  Oldfield,  cashier.  For  the  past  six  years  he  has  devoted  his 
energies  to  the  bank  with  most  excellent  results. 

On  November  4,  1877,  Mr.  Oldfield  was  married  to  Yliss  Mary  J.  Grismer, 
a  native  of  Ohio,  and  by  this  union  three  children  were  born,  namely :  Edna, 
now  deceased;  Maud  A.,  now  keeping  house  for  her  father;  and  Guy,  of  the 
Coeur  d’Alene  district,  Idaho,  who  married  Ethna  Pearson,  and  they  have  one 
son,  Raymond.  The  beloved  wife  of  Samuel  J.  Oldfield  passed  away  in  1898, 
but  he  has  since  retained  his  residence  at  the  family  homestead. 

He  is  a  member  of  the  American  Bankers  Association  and  of  the  various 
orders  including  the  Shrine ;  also  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America,  the  Brother¬ 
hood  of  American  Yeomen  and  the  Knights  and  Ladies  of  Security.  He  is  a 
past  master  of  Lodge  No.  313,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  at  Mitchellville.  In  1910  he 
was  elected  president  of  the  Early  Settlers  Association  of  Polk  county  and  is 
now  serving  in  that  capacity.  Politically  he  is  identified  with  the  republican 
party  and  has  three  times  filled  the  office  of  mayor  of  Mitchellville,  also  serving 
at  Various  times  as  delegate  to  the  county  conventions.  He  is  a  zealous  member 
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of  the  Universalist  church  and  is  now  treasurer  of  the  Iowa  Universalist  Con¬ 
vention  and  has  for  years  been  superintendent  of  the  Sunday  school.  He  is 
one  of  the  capable  and  energetic  citizens  of  Mitchellville  and  has  the  unqualified 
respect  of  those  with  whom  he  comes  in  contact. 


WILLIAM  McKEE. 

By  common  consent  of  the  people  living  in  the  eastern  part  of  Polk  county  it 
is  conceded  that  one  of  the  most  valuable  farms  of  this  section  is  the  homestead 
of  William  McKee,  which  embraces  two  hundred  and  fifty-six  acres,  sixteen 
acres  being  in  timber  and  the  remainder  capable  of  an  unusually  high  degree  of 
productiveness.  It  is  one  of  the  model  places  of  the  county  and  is  a  credit  alike 
to  its  owner  and  to  Polk  county.  Mr.  McKee  is  a  native  of  County  Down,  Ire¬ 
land,  born  December  23,  1848,  a  son  of  William  and  Jane  McKee,  who  came  to 
Iowa,  and  their  remains  now  lie  in  a  cemetery  at  Mitchellville. 

At  the  age  of  six  years  William  McKee  began  to  make  himself  useful  by 
herding  cattle  on  his  native  soil,  his  hours  extending  from  four  o'clock  in  the 
morning  until  late  in  the  evening.  This  was  while  he  still  wore  skirts.  At  the 
age  of  nineteen,  through  the  kindness  of  William  Pritchard,  a  relative  who  paid 
for  his  passage  across  the  ocean,  he  arrived  in  America,  his  total  capital  upon 
landing  under  the  stars  and  stripes  being  fifty  cents.  By  working  out  by  the 
month  he  soon  repaid  the  cost  of  his  passage  and  later  he  sent  for  his  brother 
Joseph,  who  now  lives  in  California.  Coming  west  to  Illinois,  he  worked  by  the 
month  in  that  state  until  thirty-four  years  of  age  and  then  was  attracted  to 
Mitchellville,  Iowa,  where  he  engaged  as  a  section  hand  on  the  Chicago,  Rock 
Island  &  Pacific  Railway  at  one  dollar  and  ten  cents  per  day.  He  was  married  at 
this  time  and  supported  a  family  of  eight  persons.  However,  ‘he  possessed  a 
brave  heart  and  bought  on  credit  a  house  and  two  lots  located  south  of  the  stock 
yards,  where  he  established  his  home.  This  property  he  purchased  for  five  hun¬ 
dred  dollars  from  Uncle  Tom  Mitchell,  in  whose  honor  the  town  of  Mitchell¬ 
ville  was  named.  After  five  years  of  hard  labor  and  careful  saving  the  property 
was  paid  for.  In  summer  during  this  time  he  arose  at  four  o’clock  in  the  morn¬ 
ing  and  worked  in  his  garden  in  order  to  assist  in  providing  for  his  family,  and 
at  seven  o’clock  promptly  was  in  his  place  on  the  railroad  section.  In  1887  be 
sold  out  for  three  hundred  dollars  and  rented  land  east  of  Mitchellville  for  two 
years,  later  moving  to  a  location  south  of  town  and  then  returning  to  a  farm 
east  of  Mitchellville  now  owned  by  John  Edmundson,  where  he  continued  for 
nine  years.  In  1900,  having  decided  to  launch  out  upon  a  more  extensive  scale, 
he  purchased  his  present  farm  of  two  hundred  and  fiBy-six  acres.  In  order  to 
acquire  this  property  it  was  necessary  for  him  to  go  into  debt  to  the  extent  of 
about  sixteen  thousand  dollars.  The  land  was  well  improved  and  cost  seventy- 
five  dollars  per  acre,  the  people  of  the  neighborhood  laughing  at  him,  as  they 
were  of  the  opinion  that  the  price  was  excessively  high.  The  farm  is  now  esti¬ 
mated  to  be  worth  more  than  two  hundred  dollars  per  acre.  The  records  show 
that  in  1910  the  corn  raised  upon  this  place  yielded  sixty  bushels  to  the  acre, 
and  in  1908,  the  season  being  very  favorable,  the  yield  of  corn  on  thirty-five 
acres  averaged  more  than  eighty-six  bushels  to  the  acre.  It  is  also  interesting 
to  note  that  in  1910  ten  acres  of  wheat  yielded  two  hundred  and  forty-tive  bushels, 
ten  acres  of  barley,  two  hundred  and  fifty  bushels ;  and  twenty-five  acres  of 
oats,  eighty-one  bushels  to  the  acre.  Mr.  McKee  gives  his  sons  great  credit  for 
assisting  in  producing  these  remarkable  results. 

In  May,  1871,  Mr.  McKee  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Jane  Miller,  of 
County  Down,  Ireland,  who  came  to  Illinois  in  1870.  She  worked  with  her  hus¬ 
band  early  and  late  to  acquire  a  competency  and  has  proven  to  him  indeed  a  con- 
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stant  inspiration  and  encouragement.  Six  children  have  blessed  their  union, 
namely:  John,  who  married  Eva  Noble  and  is  the  father  of  one  daughter,  Edith; 
Joseph;  Sadie,  now  a  popular  district  school  teacher;  James,  who  is  now  assist¬ 
ing  upon  the  home  farm;  Frank,  who  married  Miss  Bertha  Canfield  and  is  now 
engaged  in  farming  in  Wisconsin;  and  Fred,  who  died  at  the  age  of  thirteen 
years. 

Joseph  McKee,  the  second  in  order  of  birth  in  the  family  of  William  and 
Jane  McKee,  was  born  in  Henry  county,  Illinois,  September  24,  1873.  He  came 
with  his  parents  to  Polk  county  and  received  his  early  education  in  the  schools 
of  Mitchellville.  He  began  life  on  his  own  account  by  working  by  the  month  and 
then  for  nine  years  cultivated  rented  land.  In  1905  he  entered  the  hardware  busi¬ 
ness  at  Mitchellville,  under  the  title  of  Edmundson  &  Leach,  which  subsequently 
became  Edmundson,  Leach  &  Company.  Bert  Craig  purchased  an  interest  in  the 
business  from  Mr.  Leach  and  the  firm  became  the  McKee-Craig  Company.  Since 
February,  1910,  the  style  has  been  McKee  &  Edmundson,  dealers  in  light  and 
heavy  hardware,  furnaces,  plumbing  and  pumps,  and  also  doing  windmill  work. 
The  firm  owns  two  store  buildings,  one  of  which  is  two  stories  high  and  one 
hundred  by  forty-four  feet  in  area,  the  second  story  being  occupied  as  a  car¬ 
riage  repository  where  eighteen  or  twenty  buggies  are  usually  on  display.  The 
other  building  is  one  story  high  and  covers  an  area  one  hundred  by  twenty-two 
feet,  a  complete  line  or  stoves  being  carried  in  this  building.  The  business  has 
been  excellently  managed  and  is  highly  prosperous.  In  1898  Mr.  McKee  was 
married  at  Mitchellville  to  Miss  Bertha  A.  Rumple  and  three  children  have  been 
born  of  this  union,  Mabel,  Dorothy  and  Loren.  Mr.  McKee  takes  the  interest 
of  a  patriotic  citizen  in  political  and  local  affairs  and  is  now  serving  his  second 
term  as  trustee  of  Beaver  township.  He  is  a  valued  member  of  the  Congrega¬ 
tional  church,  in  which  he  is  now  filling  the  office  of  deacon.  Fraternally  he  is 
identified  with  the  Odd  Fellows  and  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America.  "  He  is 
a  man  of  energy  and  good  judgment  and  stands  very  high  in  the  estimation  of 
the  people  of  the  community,  being  regarded  as  one  of  the  brightest  and  most 
promising  young  business  men  in  this  part  of  the  county. 

William  McKee  of  this  review  and  his  estimable  wife  are  active  members  of 
the  Congregational  church  and  fraternally  he  is  connected  with  Lodge  No.  313, 
A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  of  Mitchellville.  Their  home  is  an  attractive  building  of  brick, 
finished  in  oak  taken  from  the  farm  and  dressed  in  Des  Moines,  and  is  a  noted 
gathering  place  where  the  many  friends  of  the  family  find  a  cordial  greeting. 
Mr.  McKee  early  mastered  an  important  lesson  which  can  be  named  in  one 
word — economy.  He  has  made  it  a  principle  of  his  life  never  to  allow  his  ex¬ 
penses  to  exceed  his  income  and  to  this  rule  he  largely  ascribes  his  financial  suc¬ 
cess.  He  and  his  wife  have  a  host  of  friends  in  Polk  county,  where  they  have 
passed  a  large  part  of  their  lives,  and  have  won  the  esteem  of  all  with  whom  they 
have  come  in  contact. 


JOHN  H.  HOGAN. 


John  H.  Hogan  is  numbered  among  the  young  men  who  are  constantly 
forging  to  the  front  in  business  circles.  His  progress  successively  in  mercantile 
and  in  banking  lines  has  brought  him  to  his  present  responsible  position  as 
cashier  of  the  German  Savings  Bank. 

His  name  indicates  his  Irish  ancestry.  His  parents,  William  and  Bridget 
Hogan,  were  natives  of  Ireland  and  were  married  in  West  Newbury,  Massa¬ 
chusetts.  In  1870  they  came  to  the  Mississippi  valley,  establishing  their  home 
in  Dallas  Center,  Iowa.  The  father  has  been  variously  engaged  in  railroad 
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work  and  farming  but  is  now  living  retired  and  for  the  .  past  ten  years  has  been 
a  resident  of  Des  Moines. 

John  H.  Hogan  was  born  in  Dallas  Center,  Iowa,  on  the  6th  of  June,  1882, 
and  at  the  usual  age  entered  the  public  schools  there,  continuing  his  course 
through  consecutive  grades  until  graduated  from  the  high  school  with  the  class 
of  1899.  He  also  spent  a  short  time  as  a  student  in  Drake  University  and  on 
leaving  school  took  up  the  profession  of  teaching,  which  he  followed  in  Polk 
county  for  one  year.  He  then  entered  the  employ  of  the  Hub  Shoe  Company 
of  Des  Moines,  as  a  salesman  and  remained  with  that  house  for  three  years, 
after  which  he  entered  the  Marquardt  Savings  Bank  in  the  capacity  of  book¬ 
keeper.  Advancement  through  intermediate  positions  brought  him  to  the  office 
of  cashier,  which  he  occupied  for  five  years.  In  November,  1909,  he  accepted 
the  cashiership  of  the  German  Savings  Bank,  serving  in  that  capacity  to  the 
present  time.  His  years  of  experience  in  banking  and  his  earnest  efforts  to 
master  the  business  in  every  phase  have  brought  him  comprehensive  knowledge 
and  have  so  developed  his  ability  as  to  render  him  an  important  factor  in  the 
successful  control  of  the  business. 

Mr.  Hogan  has  always  been  a  republican  and  belongs  to  the  progressive 
wing  of  the  party.  In  March,  1908.  he  was  elected  treasurer  of  the  independent 
school  district  of  Des  Moines,  which  office  he  still  fills,  having  been  reelected 
in  March,  1910,  without  opposition.  His  religious  faith  is  that  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  church  and  his  fraternal  relations  are  with  the  Knights  of  Columbus 
and  Benevolent  Protective  Order  of  Elks.  Mr.  Hogan  is  vice  president  of  the 
Clearing  House  Association  of  Des  Moines  Banks.  He  has  a  social  and  genial 
nature  that  renders  him  popular  as  a  member  of  the  Grant  Club,  The  Hyperion 
Field  and  Motor  Club,  The  Bankers  Club,  the  Ad.  Men’s  Club,  and  the  Com¬ 
mercial  Club,  and  he  is  interested  in  the  movements  of  those  organizations 
toward  the  accomplishment  of  their  especial  aims,  but  particulary  in  the  efforts 
of  the  Commercial  Club  to  exploit  the  advantages  of  Des  Moines  and  promote 
its  business  connections. 


JOHN  P.  COOK. 

A  native  son  of  Polk  county,  John  P.  Cook  has  spent  his  entire  life  in  this 
county  and  is  intimately  acquainted  with  its  development  for  fifty  years  past. 
He  is  closely  identified  with  the  agricultural  interests  and  is  also  well  known 
politically,  having  filled  the  office  of  county  recorder  and  other  important  posi¬ 
tions  to  the  general  satisfaction  of  the  voters.  He  was  born  in  a  house  at  the 
corner  of  Eighth  and  Walnut  streets,  Des  Moines,  January  4,  1856,  son  of 
J.  S.,  and  Catherine  Ann  (Peters)  Cook,  both  of  whom  were  born  in  New 
York.  The  father  came  to  Des  Moines  in  1855  and  entered  the  coal  mining 
business  but  later  was  attracted  to  Colorado,  where  he  engaged  in  gold  and 
silver  mining.  In  1861  he  enlisted  in  the  army  in  Colorado  and  served  the 
Union  until  the  close  of  the  war.  After  receiving  his  discharge  he  returned 
to  Colorado  and  resumed  the  mining  business.  He  was  accidentally  killed  by 
the  overturning  of  a  stage  coach.  The  mother  of  our  subject  passed  away  in 
1878. 

John  P.  Cook  made  his  home  in  Des  Moines  until  1869,  when  the  family 
removed  to  a  farm  which  had  been  acquired  in  Walnut  township.  He  was 
educated  in  the  public  schools  and  after  the  death  of  his  mother  took  charge 
of  the  home  farm  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  which  he  cultivated  until 
1904.  In  1898  he  was  elected  k  county  recorder  of  Polk  county  and  continued 
in  that  office  for  four  years,  at  the  end  of  which  time  he  returned  to  his  farm. 
Having  disposed  of  the  old  home  place  in  1904  he  bought  one  hundred  and 
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forty  acres  in  Walnut  township,  which  was  well  improved  and  is  provided  with 
a  line  residence,  large  barns  and  outbuildings  and  every  desirable  facility  for 
modern  farming.  He  is  also  the  one-half  owner  of  two  hundred  and  seventy- 
six  acres  in  Missouri.  He  formerly  owned  land  where  the  Rock  Island  shops 
stand  in  A  alley  Junction  and  erected  the  second  building  in  the  town. 

On  September  19,  1878,  Mr.  Cook  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Ella 
Jordan,  daughter  of  James  C.  and  Cynthia  (Adams)  Jordan,  the  former  a 
native  of  Virginia  and  the  latter  of  New  York.  Mr.  Jordan  came  to  Iowa  and 
located  in  Polk  county  in  1846,  continuing  here  during  the  remainder  of  his 
life.  Four  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cook,  namely:  Jehiel  S.,  who 
died  in  1901.  Emma  A.  is  the  wife  of  Stephen  W.  Sanders,  a  resident  of  Bir¬ 
mingham,  Alabama,  and  they  have  one  daughter,  Blanche.  John  C.,  a  resident  of 
A  alley  Junction,  married  Zola  McAvoy,  and  they  have  two  children,  Ella  Belle 
and  a  baby  girl.  Fred  G.  married  Maude  Kratzer,  a  daughter  of  H.  L.  Kratzer, 
of  \Aralnut  township,  and  they  -live  on  the  father’s  farm. 

Mr.  Cook  was  called  upon  September  3,  1909,  to  mourn  the  loss  of  his 
beloved  companion,  who  was  to  him  a  true  and  helpful  wife  and  to  her  children 
a  loving  and  self-sacrificing  mother.  She  was  a  woman  of  many  excellent  traits 
of  character  and  the  general  expression  of  regret  at  her  death  gave  proof  of 
the  esteem  in  which  she  was  held  by  the  entire  community. 

Since  reaching  manhood  Mr.  Cook  has  given  his  support  to  the  republican 
party.  In  addition  to  the  office  of  county  recorder  he  has  served  as  school 
director,  township  trustee  and  county  supervisor,  displaying  an  ability  and  interest 
in  the  discharge  of  his  duties  that  redounded  greatly  to  his  credit.  He  is  a 
valued  member  of  Knights  of  Pythias  Lodge  at  AUlley  Junction,  and  in  religious 
belief  adheres  to  the  Presbyterian  church. 


JOHN  EDGAR  TUSANT. 

Des  Moines  is  justly  noted  among  the  cities  of  the  west  for  the  style  and 
beauty  of  its  buildings,  public  and  private,  its  well  paved  and  shaded  streets  and 
the  general  air  of  prosperity  which  prevails  throughout  its  limits.  It  is  essen¬ 
tially  an  up-to-date  municipality,  showing  a  progressiveness  which  is  in  marked 
contrast,  with  many  other  American  cities  of  comparatively  the  same  size  which 
are  lacking  in  public  spirit  and  the  collective  desire  of  citizens  in  behalf  of  public 
improvements.  To  bring  about  the  present  favorable  condition  enabling  the  city 
to  take  the  lead  in  important  movements  which  have  marked  the  first  decade  of 
the  twentieth  century  has  required  the  assistance  of  men  of  sagacity  and  force 
of  character,  among  whom  may  be  named  John  Edgar  Tusant,  who  is  promi¬ 
nently  identified  in  Des  Moines  with  the  contracting  business.  Fie  was  born  in 
Jefferson  county,  New  York,  January  13,  1858,  a  son  of  AAfilliam  H.  and 
Kathryn  (Hare)  Tusant,  the  latter  of  whom  died  in  1870,  when  our  subject  was 
twelve  years  of  age.  The  father  was  born  in  Dundas,  Canada,  October  26,  1816. 
He  was  reared  as  a  farmer  and  after  reaching  manhood  went  to  Jefferson  county, 
New  Y  ork,  enlisting  at  the  time  of  the  Civil  war  as  a  soldier  in  behalf  of  the 
Union.  After  leaving  the  army  he  lived  for  a  number  of  years  in  Illinois.  Sub¬ 
sequently  he  came  to  Iowa  and  now  makes  his  home  with  his  son  in  Des  Moines. 

John  Edgar.  Tusant  received  his  education  in  the  district  schools  of  his  na¬ 
tive  county,  coming  with  his  parents  to  Illinois,  where  he  assisted  upon  the  home 
farm  until  after  arriving  at  maturity.  He  learned  the  carpenter’s  trade,  but,  be¬ 
ing  attracted  to  railway  service,  became  a  fireman  on  the  Illinois  Central  Railroad, 
later  serving  for  several  years  as  engineer  on  lines  of  the  Union  Pacific  Railway 
in  Texas  and  Indian  Territory.  Retiring  from  the  railroad  business  in  1884,  he 
took  up  his  residence  in  Des  Moines  and  for  the  first  three  years  worked  for 
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wages.  Since  1887  he  has  engaged  in  contracting,  attaining  distinct  success  in 
that  line,  and  for  years  has  been  recognized  as  a  prominent  factor  in  the  com¬ 
munity.  He  is  the  owner  of  valuable  properties  in  the  city  and  in  other  parts 
of  the  state. 

On  the  17th  of  September,  1885,  Mr.  Tusant  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Josephine  Hannaphin.  They  have  one  son,  William  Edgar,  who  was  born  June 
22,  1 887.  He  is  now  identified  with  his  father  in  business.  Mr.  Tusant  gives 
his  adherence  to  the  republican  party  and  fraternally  affiliates  with  the  Masonic 
order,  being  a  member  of  various  branches  of  that  organization,  including  the 
Commandery  and  Shrine.  He  is  also  connected  with  the  Independent  Order  of 
Odd  Fellows,  the  Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen,  the  Modern  Woodmen  of 
America,  the  Yeomen  of  the  World,  the  Benevolent  Protective  Order  of  Elks 
and  the  Fraternal  Order  of  Eagles.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Commercial 
Club,  the  Boosters  Committee  and  the  Builders  Exchange.  He  has  devoted  his 
attention  closely  to  his  business  and  has  gained  the  reward  which  is  almost  in¬ 
variably  the  result  of  well  directed  industry.  He  years  ago  acquired  a  reputa¬ 
tion  as  being  thoroughly  trustworthy  in  word  and  deed  and  no  man  stands  higher 
in  the  estimation  of  friends  and  associates.  The  secret  of  his  success  may  be 
designated  as  persistent  application  and  honorable  purpose — two  important  es¬ 
sentials  that  may  always  be  depended  upon  to  win  the  prize. 


CHARLES  W.  HUFFORD. 

An  attractive  homestead  of  two  hundred  acres  in  Jefferson  township  is 
owned  and  cultivated  by  Charles  W.  Hufiford,  who  engages  in  general  farming 
and  stock-raising.  A  native  of  Polk  county,  he  was  born  on  the  21st  of  Sep¬ 
tember,  1872,  his  parents  being  John  and  Lusina  (Smith)  Hufiford.  The  mother 
was  also  a  native  of  this  county.  The  father  was  born  in  Indiana  but  was  only 
a  babe  of  two  years  when  his  parents  located  in  Polk  county  in  1848.  His  edu¬ 
cation  was  acquired  in  the  district  schools  in  the  vicinity  of  his  home,  after  the 
completion  of  which  he  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits,  having  decided  to  make 
that  his  life  vocation.  W  hen  he  had  acquired  the  means  he  purchased  a  farm 
in  Saylor  township,  a  portion  of  which  is  now  incorporated  in  the  town  of  An¬ 
keny.  He  improved  and  cultivated  that  property  for  several  years  and  on  dis¬ 
posing  of  it  purchased  two  hundred  acres  near  Grimes  in  Webster  township.  The 
latter  place  he  cultivated  until  1891,  when  he  sold  it  and  bought  a  farm  in  Dal¬ 
las  county,  in  the  cultivation  of  which  he  engaged  for  eight  years.  At  the  ex¬ 
piration  of  that  period  he  withdrew  from  farming  and  going  to  Grimes  opened 
a  grocery  store  and  meat  market,  which  he  conducted  for  six  years.  He  is  still 
identified  with  commercial  activities  and  is  now  engaged  in  the  furniture  busi¬ 
ness  in  Grimes  at  the  age  of  sixty-five  years.  His  wife  is  fifty-eight. 

Charles  W.  Hufiford  was  reared  on  a  farm,  his  education  being  obtained  in 
the  district  schools  of  Polk  county.  Having  decided  to  follow  the  vocation  of 
his  father,  when  he  had  acquired  sufficient  knowledge  to  enable  him  to  begin 
the  real  work  of  his  life,  he  laid  aside  his  school  books  and  assisted  more  ex¬ 
tensively  in  the  cultivation  of  the  farm.  He  remained  a  member  of  the  paternal 
household  until  he  was  twenty  years  of  age,  at  which  time  he  rented  a  farm  for 
two  years.  At  the  expiration  of  that  period  he  returned  home,  working  for  his 
father  by  the  month  about  a  year  or  until  his  marriage.  Subsequent  to  this 
event  he  again  leased  land,  which  he  cultivated  for  nine  years,  and  then  bought 
his  present  farm  of  two  hundred  acres  in  Jefiferson  township.  He  has  efifected 
many  improvements  in  the  property  during  his  occupancy  and  it  is  now  one  of 
the  very  valuable  places  in  the  township.  Mr.  Hufiford  is  devoting  considerable 
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attention  to  stock-raising  and  keeps  about  fifty  head  of  cattle  and  eight  horses, 
while  he  raises  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  hogs  annually. 

In  February,  1896,  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Mattie  Shaffer,  a 
daughter  of  Herman  and  Augusta  (Hotchkiss)  Shaffer,  the  father  a  native  of 
Ohio  and  the  mother  of  New  York.  Mr.  Shaffer  came  to  Iowa  and  located  in 
Polk  county  in  the  pioneer  days,  buying  the  farm  which  is  now  owned  by  Mr. 
Hufford.  Here  he  continued  to  reside,  engaging  in  the  cultivation  of  his  land, 
until  his  demise  in  September,  1892.  Mrs.  Shaffer,  who  is  now  sixty-one  years  . 
of  age,  makes  her  home  in  Granger,  Dallas  county.  Of  the  four  children  born 
to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hufford  three  are  living,  the  eldest  having  died  in  infancy.  In 
order  of  birth  they  are  as  follows:  Cleo  A.,  born  in  August,  1902;  Doris  L., 
born  in  March,  1906;  and  Pauline,  born  in  October,  1910. 

Mrs.  Hufford  is  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian  church  of  Grimes  and  fra¬ 
ternally  Mr.  Hufford  is  a  member  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  of 
the  same  town.  He  exercises  his  right  of  franchise  in  support  of  the  candidates 
of  the  democratic  party,  taking  an  active  interest  in  township  affairs,  although 
he  has  never  held  any  office  save  that  of  treasurer  of  the  school  district.  Both 
he  and  his  wife  are  well  known  and  highly  regarded  in  the  community  in  which 
they  reside  and  have  many  friends. 


JOSHUA  H.  KERN,  M.  D. 

Dr.  Joshua  H.  Kern,  a  successful  practicing  physician  of  Runnells,  is  a  na¬ 
tive  of  Ohio,  although  he  has  spent  the  greater  part  of  his  life  in  Iowa.  He  was 
born  near  Fairfield,  Ohio,  June  21,  i860,  a  son  of  Adam  and  Louisa  (Seas) 
Kern,  both  of  whom  were  born  in  the  Buckeye  state.  The  father,  who  was  a 
minister  of  the  Methodist  church,  came  to  Iowa  with  his  family  about  1862  and 
was  pastor  at  Boone  for  a  number  of  years,  going  from  that  place  to  Norwalk. 
He  bought  a  farm  near  Boone,  which  he  owned  until  recently,  when  he  disposed 
of  it  and  took  up  his  residence  at  Maryville,  Missouri,  where  he  is  now  living 
retired,  having  reached  the  age  of  seventy-five  years.  The  mother  of  our  sub¬ 
ject  departed  this  life  in  1869. 

Joshua  H.  Kern  received  his  preliminary  education  in  the  public  schools  of 
Boone,  Norwalk,  Mormontown  and  Holloville,  Iowa.  As  he  approached  man¬ 
hood  he  decided  to  devote  his  life  to  the  practice  of  medicine  and  became  a  stu¬ 
dent  under  Dr.  Welty,  a  well  known  physician  of  Norwalk,  continuing  under  his 
instruction  for  four  years.  He  practiced  in  various  places  for  six  years  and  in 
1890  entered  the  Eclectic  Medical  College  of  Des  Moines,  graduating  from  that 
institution  with  the  degree  of  M.  D.  in  1891.  After  leaving  college  he  practiced 
at  Audubon,  Iowa,  and  then  went  to  the  Indian  Territory,  where  he  continued 
for  two  and  one-half  years.  In  1902  he  arrived  at  Runnells,  where  he  has  since 
lived.  He  enjoys  a  large  clientage  and  has  been  highly  successful  in  a  calling  for 
which  he  is  eminently  fitted.  He  owns  a  beautiful  home  and  three  lots  at  Palmyra, 
Iowa,  and  also  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land  in  Meade  county,  South 
Dakota,  which  his  two  daughters  are  now  proving  up  as  it  is  entered  land. 

On  the  24th  of  May,  1883,  Dr.  Kern  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Mary  E. 
Huglin,  a  daughter  of  Yokum  and  Sarah  A.  (Hattel)  Huglin,  the  former  a  native 
of  Germany  and  the  latter  of  Pennsylvania.  Her  father  was  a  farmer  and  miller, 
and  on  coming  to  Iowa  located  near  Bevington,  where  he  engaged  in  farming  and 
also  operated. a  flour  mill.  After  a  number  of  years  he  entered  the  drug  business 
at  Bevington  and  later  removed  to  Lloskins,  Nebraska,  where  he  also  engaged  in 
the  drug  business.  He  finally  disposed  of  his  store  and  is  now,  at  the  age  of  sev¬ 
enty-six,  proving  up  a  land  claim  in  Kansas.  His  wife  died  in  1876.  Seven  chil¬ 
dren  have  been  born  to  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Kern,  one  of  whom  died  in  infancy,  the  others 
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being:  Vernon,  born  in  1884,  died  in  1910;  Maude,  born  in  1886,  and  Bernice, 
born  in  1888,  are  living  on  a  land  claim  in  South  Dakota;  De  Witt,  born  in  1890,  -is 
also  living  in  South  Dakota;  Stella,  born  in  1892,  is  at  home;  and  Bryan,  born  in 
1897,  is  attending  school. 

Dr.  Kern  held  membership  in  the  American  Eclectic  Medical  Association  and 
has  become  widely  known  among  his  professional  brethren  in  Iowa.  In  politics  he 
gives  his  support  to  the  democratic  party,  and  he  has  served  very  acceptablv  as  city 
physician  of  Runnells.  Socially  he  is  a  valued  member  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias, 
the  Odd  Fellows  and  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America.  He  is  a  stanch  believer 
in  the  Bible  and  affiliates  with  the  Christian  church,  while  his  family  are  identified 
with  the  Congregational  church.  In  the  course  of  a  life  devoted  intelligently  to  the 
amelioration  of  the  ills  of  mankind  he  has  conscientiously  attempted  to  perform  his 
duty  and  he  richly  merits  the  esteem  in  which  he  is  held  by  the  people  of  Runnells 
and  vicinitv. 


ANDREW  A.  RICHARDSON. 

A  model  farm  of  one  hundred  and  seventy-six  acres  in  Elkhart  township  stands 
as  the  visible  evidence  of  a  life  of  industry,  perseverance  and  thrift  on  the  part  of 
Andrew  A.  Richardson  who,  although  born  across  the  waters,  is  proving  a  loyal 
and  public-spirited  citizen  of  his  adopted  country.  He  is  a  native  of  Norway, 
where  he  was  born  on  the  5th  of  September,  1852,  a  son  of  Anfen  and  Sarah 
(Wdager)  Richardson.  The  parents  were  also  natives  of  Norway,  and  with  their 
son  came  to  the  United  States  in  1869,  the  family  home  being  established  in  Storv 
county,  Iowa.  While  a  resident  of  the  old  country  the  father  engaged  in  the  car¬ 
penter's  and  shipbuilder's  trades,  but  on  coming  to  this  country  became  identified 
with  farming  pursuits,  renting  a  place  which  he  operated  for  four  years,  after 
which  he  purchased  eighty  acres  in  Elkhart  township,  Polk  county.  For  a  time  he 
concentrated  his  energies  upon  the  operation  of  that  farm,  and  then  purchased 
another  tract  of  eighty  acres,  which  he  operated  until  1899.  In  that  year  he  with¬ 
drew  from  business  life  and  moved  to  Huxley,  Iow7a,  where  he  is  now  living  in 
honorable  retirement  at  the  ripe  old  age  of  eighty-two  years.  His  wife  passed 
away  in  1899. 

Andrewr  A.  Richardson  was  a  youth  of  seventeen  years  when  he  left  the  land 
of  the  midnight  sun  and  came  with  his  parents  to  the  United  States,  and  his  educa¬ 
tion,  which  had  been  begun  in  his  native  country,  was  completed  in  the  schools  of 
Iowa.  After  his  arrival  in  this  state  he  assisted  his  father  for  the  first  two  years, 
after  which  he  accepted  employment  as  a  farm  hand,  working  by  the  month  for 
five  years.  Then,  feeling  that  his  experience  and  capital  wTould  permit  of  such  a 
venture,  he  began  farming  independently,  renting  a  farm  which  he  continued  to 
operate  for  six  years,  after  which  he  purchased  forty  acres  in  Story  county,  near 
Cambridge.  That  farm  he  brought  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation  and  later  in¬ 
vested  in  an  additional  tract  of  sixty-seven  acres,  working  the  entire  farm  until 
1907.  In  that  year  he  sold  his  property  in  Story  county  and  came  to  Polk  county, 
buying  from  his  father  the  old  homestead  farm  of  one  hundred  and  seventy-six 
acres,  and  thereon  he  has  since  made  his  home.  Since  the  property  came  into  his 
possession  he  has  greatly  developed  it,  expending  about  two  thousand  dollars  to¬ 
wards  its  improvement,  and  none  of  the  accessories  and  conveniences  of  a  model 
farm  of  the  twentieth  century  are  lacking.  He  is  a  practical  farmer,  employing 
modern  machinery  and  progressive  methods  in  the  conduct  of  his  enterprise,  and 
in  addition  to  tilling  the  soil  he  also  handles  some  stock,  being  the  owner  of  about 
one  hundred  head  of  hogs,  twelve  head  of  cattle  and  nine  head  of  horses.  His 
farm,  which  is  one  of  the  finely  improved  and  valuable  properties  of  the  locality, 
is  ample  evidence  of  the  success  which  has  come  to  him  as  the  years  have  gone  by. 
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On  the  1 2th  of  January,-  1875,  Mr.  Richardson  was  married  to  Miss  Annie  Hill, 
a  daughter  of  John  and  Sydness  (Walbor)  Hill,  both  natives  of  Norway,  who 
came  to  the  United  States  in  1856,  locating  first  in  Kendall  county,  Illinois.  There 
the  father  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  for  a  time,  and  later  came  to  Polk 
county,  Iowa,  here  investing  in  a  tract  of  eighty  acres,  which  he  operated  for  a 
number  of  years.  Subsequently  he  purchased  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land 
in  Story  county,  and  thereon  he  resided  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1898. 
His  wife  passed  away  in  1908,  surviving  her  husband  for  just  a  decade.  Unto  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Richardson  have  been  born  seven  children,  as  follows :  Sadie,  who  is 
now  the  wife  of  Anfen  Richardson,  of  Sioux  Falls,  South  Dakota;  John  D.,  who 
was  born  June  15,  1886,  and  is  now  living  in  Minneapolis,  Minnesota;  Anfen  T-, 
born  October  24,  1889;  William  R.,  born  June  18,  1891  ;  Maurice  Louis,  who  was 
born  in  March,  1893,  and  died  May  24,  1894;  Maude  C.,  born  January  16,  1895; 
and  Lilly  C.,  born  July  16,  1897.  With  the  exception  of  the  two  eldest  the  others 
are  all  at  home. 

Mr.  Richardson  and  his  family  affiliate  with  the  Lutheran  church  and  polit¬ 
ically  he  gives  his  support  to  the  republican  party.  He  served  as  road  supervisor 
for  nine  years  during  his  residence  in  Story  county,  and  has  also  acted  as  school 
director  of  Elkhart  township,  and  has  been  one  of  the  foremost  exponents  of. 
progress  in  local  affairs.  Pie  is  a  stockholder  in  the  Farmers  Cooperative 
Creamery  Company  of  Huxley,  Iowa,  also  in  the  Farmers  Elevator  Company 
of  Huxley  and  of  Alleman  and  Des  Moines  Junction,  and  is  a  stockholder  in 
the  Farmers  Savings  Bank  of  Alleman,  Iowa,  connections  which  indicate  some¬ 
thing  of  the  extent  of  his  interests.  No  worthy  public  movement  lacks  his 
support,  and  his  name  is  written  large  on  the  list  of  Elkhart  township’s  most 
progressive,  influential  and  aggressive  citizens. 


CHARLES  V.  and  REUBEN  S.  KEITH. 

The  manufacturing  interests  of  Des  Moines  have  attracted  many  bright  men, 
who  have  assisted  very  materially  in  the  growth  of  the  city  and  also  in  advancing 
the  permanent  welfare  of  the  state.  Among  the  number  may  be  named  Charles  Y. 
and  Reuben  S.  Keith,  manufacturers  of  furnaces,  who  have  gained  a  wide  reputa¬ 
tion  on  account  of  the  marked  ability  they  have  displayed  in  a  field  where  they 
have  successfully  met  competition  for  many  years. 

Charles  V.  Keith  was  born  in  Cedar  county,  Iowa,  May  15,  1855,  a  son  °f 
Albert  F.  and  Eliza  (Johnson)  Keith.  The  father,  who  was  born  in  Ohio  in  1824, 
came  to  Iowa  in  the  early  ’50s  and  was  identified  for  some  time  with  the  agricul¬ 
tural  interests  of  Cedar  county  but  subsequently  engaged  in  the  milling  business 
for  fourteen  years.  In  1879  he  removed  to  Creston,  Iowa,  where  he  conducted  a 
hardware  store  for  five  years  and  in  1884  embarked  in  the  hardware  and  furnace 
business  in  Des  Moines,  becoming  quite  successful  in  those  lines.  He  died  in  this 
city  on  the  20th  of  March,  1910,  at  the  age  of  eighty-six  years,  after  a  long  and 
useful  career.  His  father  was  Alexander  Keith,  a  native  of  Columbiana  county, 
Ohio,  and  his  mother,  who  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Ball,  was  also  a  native  of  that 
state.  They  came  to  Iowa  in  the  early  '70s  and  located  in  Muscatine  county  where 
they  spent  the  remainder- of  their  lives. 

Charles  V.  Keith  received  his  education  in  the  public  schools  of  Iowa,  and  after 
iaying  aside  his  text  books  entered  into  partnership  with  his  brother  Reuben  S.  in 
the  stove  and  tinware  business  at  West  Liberty,  Iowa.  Later  he  was  connected 
with  his  father  and  brother  in  the  hardware  business  at  Creston,  and  in  1884  ac- 
companied  the  family  on  their  removal  to  Des  Moines.  In  connection  with  his 
father  he  engaged  in  the  hardware  and  furnace  business  here  until  1887,  but  after 
the  retirement  of  the  latter  disposed  of  the  hardware  in  order  to  give  more  at- 
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tention  to  the  sale  of  furnaces,  joining  his  brother  Reuben  S.  in  that  business  in 
1892.  Two  years  later  they  began  the  manufacture  of  furnaces  on  a  large  scale 
and  Charles  V.  is  now  in  charge  of  the  retail  and  repair  departments  which, 
under  his  management,  have  yielded  satisfactory  returns.  In  June,  1878,  Charles 
V.  Keith  was  united  in  marriage  at  West  Liberty,  Iowa,  to  Miss  Fannie  F.  Lewis 
and  to  them  two  children  have  been  born:  Miriam,  now  Mrs.  William  H. 
Brecht,  and  the  mother  of  one  child,  Justin  Lorraine;  and  Roger,  a  student  in 
the  department  of  mining  engineering  at  the  State  Agricultural  College  at  Ames. 

Reuben  S.  Keith  was  born  in  Ohio,  December  22,  1850,  and  in  infancy  was 
brought  to  Iowa  by  his  parents.  He  acquired  his  education  in  the  public  schools 
of  West  Liberty,  continuing  in  school  from  1856  until  his  graduation,  in  1869. 
Being  of  a  mechanical  turn  of  mind  he  was  apprenticed  to  the  tinner’s  trade  un¬ 
der  McElravy  &  McDonald,  of  West  Liberty,  continuing  with  that  firm  for  three 
years.  In  1872,  having  completed  his  apprenticeship,  he  worked  out  by  the  day 
for  six  months  and  then  embarked  in  the  stove  and  tinware  business  at  West 
Liberty.  Later  he  was  connected  with  his  father  in  the  hardware  business  and, 
in  1879,  opened  a  hardware  store  in  Creston  where  he  carried  on  business  until 
1892  when  he  sold  out  and  came  to  Des  Moines.  Here  he  engaged  in  the  fur¬ 
nace  business  with  his  brother  Charles  V.  and,  in  1894,  they  embarked  in  the 
manufacture  of  furnaces.  For  the  past  fifteen  years’he  has  been  in  charge  of  the 
factory,  showing  an  energy  and  progressiveness  that  have  established  the  business 
upon  a  permanent  and  substantial  financial  basis. 

On  the  26th  of  February,  1893,  lie  was  married  in  Chicago,  Illinois,  to  Miss 
Cora  E.  Hawk,  and  they  now  have  two  children:  Eleanor,  who  was  born  in 
October,  1896;  and  Francis  R.,  born  in  May,  1898.  Mr.  Keith  is  an  advocate 
of  relaxation  from  the  strain  of  business  life  and  each  summer  spends  a  vaca¬ 
tion  of  two  months  on  the  lakes  of  Wisconsin.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Unitarian 
church  and  is  independent  in  politics. 

The  success  of  the  Keith  brothers  may  be  ascribed  to  well  directed  energy  in 
an  honorable  vocation  which  calls  for  mechanical  skill  and  also  good  selling  ca¬ 
pacity.  While  advancing  their  personal  interests  they  have  not  been  unmindful 
of  the  welfare  of  the  city  and  state  and  they  have  contributed  their  share  toward 
the  public  good.  As  years  have  passed  they  have  gained  many  friends  by  their 
uniform  cordiality  and  good-will,  and  the  firm  justly  ranks  as  one  of  the  sub¬ 
stantial  concerns  of  the  city. 


JOHN  GIVIN. 

John  Givin,  now  deceased,  was  well  known  in  railway  circles  in  Iowa,  where 
his  faithfulness  and  worth  won  him  promotion  to  the  responsible  position  of 
superintendent  of  the  Iowa  division  of  the  Rock  Island  Railroad.  He  was  born 
in  Lisconin,  County  Antrim,  Ireland,  on  the  8th  of  July,  1832,  and  pursued  his 
education  in  that  country,  coming  as  a  young  man  to  America,  at  which  time  he 
located  in  Philadelphia.  He  was  well  qualified  by  liberal  education,  experience 
and  native  talents  for  a  responsible  position,  which  he  secured  as  bookkeeper  in 
a  wholesale  grocery  house,  where  he  remained  for  four  and  a  half  years. 

Within  that  period  he  had  become  convinced  that  the  growing  west  offered 
the  best  field  of  labor  and  he  made  his  way  to  Keokuk,  Iowa,  where  he  accepted 
the  position  of  bookkeeper  for  the  Keokuk,  Fort  Dodge  &  Des  Moines  Railway 
Company,  serving  in  that  capacity  until  i860,  when  he  was  advanced  to  general 
passenger  agent.  He  continued  in  that  service  until  May,  1864,  when  the  road 
was  merged  with  the  Des  Moines  Valley  Railroad,  of  which  he  was  appointed 
general  passenger  and  freight  agent.  He  thus  served  until  September,  1870, 
when  further  promotion  made  him  general  superintendent  of  the  road.  He 
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occupied  this  position  of  executive  control  until  1874,  when  he  was  made  gen¬ 
eral  freight  and  passenger  agent  of  the  Keokuk  &  Des  Moines  Railway,  which  in 
1878  was  merged  with  the  Rock  Island.  Of  the  latter  system  he  became  division 
freight  agent  and  so  continued  until  1880,  when  he  was  made  division  superin¬ 
tendent  and  freight  agent.  Still  higher  responsibilities  came  to  him  in  his  ap¬ 
pointment  in  1883  as  division  superintendent  of  the  Iowa  &  Keokuk  division  of 
the  Rock  Island.  He  then  moved  to  Des  Moines  and  in  June,  1887,  was  pro¬ 
moted  to  the  responsible  position  of  superintendent  of  the  Iowa  division  of  the 
Rock  Island  Company.  His  worth  in  railway  circles  was  widely  acknowledged. 
While  in  the  office  he  enforced  the  discipline  so  necessary  to  careful  management 
of  railway  interests.  His  employes  found  him  just  and  considerate  and  his  col¬ 
leagues  entertained  for  him  the  warmest  confidence  and  regard. 

In  1859  Mr.  Givin  was  married  to  Miss  Margaret  McDermott,  of  Dubuque, 
and  they  became  the  parents  of  four  children,  namely:  Mrs.  Hal  Chase;  Mrs. 
N.  M.  Stark,  who  has  two  children,  John  and  Margaret;  Edith,  who  married  L. 
J.  Tuttle,  of  Des  Moines,  and  both  were  killed  in  the  Iroquois  Theatre  fire  in  Chi¬ 
cago  in  December,  1903,  leaving  two  children,  Linn,  Jr.,  and  Dorothy;  and  Bessie, 
the  youngest  of  the  family,  who  died  in  July,  1900. 

Mr.  Givin  was  devoted  to  his  family  and  their  welfare,  counting  no  personal 
sacrifice  on  his  part  too  great  if  it  would  promote  the  happiness  of  his  wife  and 
children.  His  many  sterling  qualities  won  him  the  love,  honor  and  respect  of  all 
who  knew  him,  He  was  a  man  of  intense  activity  and  unceasing  effort  and  in 
relation  with  municipal  interests  he  manifested  a  public  spirit  that  found  tangi¬ 
ble  expression  in  generous  support  of  all  measures  and  movements  for  the  public 
good.  He  passed  away  on  the  24th  of  March,  1892,  and  all  who  knew  him, 
whether  in  business,  social  or  home  relations,  felt  that  they  had  suffered  a  dis¬ 
tinct  loss  in  his  passing.  He  possessed  the  versatility  and  wit  of  the  Irish  race 
and  the  ready  adaptability  which  the  sons  of  Erin  have  ever  displayed  enabled 
him  at  all  times  and  under  all  circumstances  to  meet  each  condition  that  arose 
with  tact  and  ease.  This  trait  was  as  strongly  manifest  in  business  as  in  social 
life  and  thus  he  became  a  favorite  with  all  with  whom  he  was  connected. 


WILLIAM  E.  HAYES. 

1 

William  E.  Hayes,  one  of  the  substantial  farmers  of  Polk  county,  owns  three 
hundred  and  eighteen  acres  of  good  land  in  Camp  township,  which  he  cultivates 
to  excellent  advantage,  and  also  has  charge  of  eighty  acres  in  the  immediate 
neighborhood  of  his  farm  which  belongs  to  his  mother.  He  is  a  native  of  this 
county  and  was  born  in  Camp  township,  July  14,  1872,  being  a  son  of  Hartwell 
W.  and  Martha  C.  (Zackary)  Hayes.  The  father  was  born  in  Iowa  and  the 
mother  in  Highland  county,  Ohio.  After  his  marriage,  at  twenty-one  years  of 
age  the  father  came  to  Polk  county,  Iowa,  with  his  bride  and  bought  a  farm  in 
Camp  township,  upon  which  he  lived  for  twenty-two  years,  being  called  from 
earthly  scenes  in  September,  1891.  The  mother  is  still  living  and  makes  her 
home  with  the  subject  of  this  review. 

William  E.  Hayes  acquired  his  early  education  in  the  district  schools  of  Camp 
township.  He  assisted  his  father  upon  the  home  farm  and  after  the  death  of  the 
latter  the  property  came  into  his  possession.  He  has  made  many  improvements, 
supplying  the  place  with  modern  conveniences  and  machinery  and  thus  being  able 
to  produce  the  best  results  with  the  least  expenditure  of  time  and  labor.  He 
feeds  one  hundred  head  of  hogs  per  year  for  the  market  and  usually  has  on 
hand  forty  or  fifty  head  of  cattle  and  twenty  head  of  horses.  In  addition  to 
the  property  which  he  owns  in  Camp  township  he  has  acquired  one  hundred 
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and  sixty  acres  in  Canada  and  is  a  stockholder  in  the  Farmers  Cooperative 
Mercantile  Company  at  Runnells. 

In  1892  Mr.  Hayes  was  happily  married  to  Miss  Maggie  D.  Stewart,  a 
daughter  of  J.  B.  and  Isabelle  (Fouch)  Stewart,  and  to  this  union  seven  children 
have  been  born,  all  of  whom  are  living  with  the  exception  of  Eddie,  who  was 
born  March  28,  1893,  and  died  August  23,  1895.  The  others  are:  J.  Bryan, 
boru  August  21,  1895;  Emma  Ruth,  born  September  26,  1898;  Clyde  B.,  born 
April  13,  1901;  Stewart,  born  August  26,  1905;  Lucille  May,  born  May  2, 
1907;  and  Blanche,  born  January  21,  1910. 

Mr.  Hayes  votes  in  support  of  the  democratic  party.  He  has  not  sought 
public  office,  preferring  to  concentrate  his  attention  upon  his  farm,  but  he  has 
served  as  school  director  and  fraternally  is  connected  with  the  Knights  of 
Pythias  and  Modern  Woodmen  of  America.  His  success  has  been  due  to 
thorough  knowledge  of  all  the  departments  of  farming,  which  he  acquired  early 
in  life,  and  to  habits  of  industry  and  perseverance,  which  are  the  foundation 
of  accomplishment  in  all  worthy  lines  of  effort.  He  is  now  entering  upon  the 
prime  of  an  active  and  useful  career  and  the  responsible  position  he  has  gained 
in  the  community  is,  in  the  opinion  of  his  friends,  a  bright  prophecy  of  additional 
victories  in  years  to  come. 


JOHN  F.  N.  DRAKE. 

The  business  interests  of  Des  Moines  are  constantly  increasing  in  scope  and 
number,  making  the  capital  city  one  of  the  most  important  inland  centers  of 
the  west.  Many  new  lines  have  been  introduced  during  recent  years  and  among 
them  may  be  named  that  of  roofing,  which  is  becoming  an  important  industry. 
It  is  ably  represented  in  Des  Moines  by  John  F.  N.  Drake,  who  twelve  years 
ago  founded  the  John  F.  N.  Drake  Roofing  Company,  of  which  he  is  sole 
proprietor. 

He  was  born  at  Easton,  Bristol  county,  Massachusetts,  March  20,  1846,  a 
son  of  John  R.  and  Martha  (Trowbridge)  Drake.  The  father  was  a  foundry- 
man  and  became  well  known  in  the  iron  industry,  which  he  followed  the  greater 
part  of  his  life.  The  mother  gained  an  enviable  reputation  in  Massachusetts 
in  early  womanhood  on  account  of  her  musical  talent  and  was  in  urgent  demand 
as  a  choir  and  concert  singer.  The  grandfather  on  the  paternal  side  was 
Bartholomew  Drake,  while  the  grandfather  on  the  maternal  side  was  S.  Trow¬ 
bridge,  a  highly  respected  resident  of  Boston.  Of  the  children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
John  R.  Drake  three  are  now  living:  John  F.  N.,  the  subject  of  this  review; 
Edward  P.,  of  Des  Moines ;  and  Martha  A.,  now  the  widow  of  Mark  A.  Dane, 
of  St.  Paul,  Minnesota. 

John  F.  N.  Drake  received  his  early  education  in  the  common  schools  and 
began  upon  his  own  account  at  Taunton,  Massachusetts,  in  the  employ  of 
Charles  Lathrop,  who  was  engaged  in  the  candy  manufacturing  business.  While 
still  connected  with  the  factory  Mr.  Drake  met  C.  O.  Godfrey,  who  had  made 
a  trip  to  the  east  for  the  purpose  of  securing  promising  young  men  to  engage 
in  various  lines  of  work  in  the  coal  mines  in  Missouri,  owned  by  C.  O.  Godfrey 
and  associates.  Being  advised  by  his  employer  to  take  advantage  of  the  oppor¬ 
tunity,  Mr.  Drake  came  west  and  for  twelve  years  was  one  of  the  valued  employes 
at  the  Godfrey  mines.  In  1873  he  took  up  his  residence  in  Des  Moines  and 
in  1880  entered  the  coal  mining  business  on  his  own  account  with  offices  on 
the  east  side.  Starting  on  a  small  scale,  he  became  one  of  the  large  dealers  of 
the  city  and  conducted  the  business  for  eighteen  years,  when  he  sold  out  and 
founded  the  roofing  company  of  which  he  has  since  been  the  head.  From  the 
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very  start  the  business  has  proven  highly  successful  and  is  now  the  most  im¬ 
portant  of  its  kind  in  Des  Moines. 

On  the  19th  of  September,  1870,  Mr.  Drake  was  united  in  marriage  in 
Macon  county,  Missouri,  to  Miss  Nannie  C.  Tompkins.  Her  father,  S.  J.  O. 
Tompkins,  was  a  native  of  Virginia  and  the  daughter  was  reared  by  a  slave 
“mammy”  before  the  Civil  war.  During  the  war  Mr.  Tompkins  was  often  in 
great  danger  on  account  of  his  sympathy  with  the  south  and  at  one  time  was 
sentenced  to  be  shot,  but  his  life  was  saved  through  the  intervention  of  Governor 
Brown.  He  lost  nearly  all  of  his  property  through  the  depredations  of  the 
Federal  soldiers.  Subsequently  he  was  converted  to  the  Union  cause  by  reading 
Uncle  Tom’s  Cabin,  which  he  declared  disclosed  the  actual  conditions  under 
slavery  as  he  knew  them.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Drake  were  born  four  children: 
John  Willie,  born  November  8,  1871,  died  in  1882;  Frances  O.,  who  was  born 
in  February,  1875,  married  Byrd  Warford,  of  Minburn,  Iowa,  and  is  now  the 
•mother  of  two  children,  Beatrice,  who  was  born  in  1897,  and  is  attending  Grant 
school,  and  Jack  Huntoon  Drake,  who  was  born  in  1910;  Mabel,  born  December 
29,  1877,  married  A.  O.  Bishop,  now  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  govern¬ 
ment,  and  has  three  children,  Wilma,  who  was  born  April  7,  1904,  Clela,  whose 
birth  occurred  June  29,  1906,  and  Ireta  Drake,  born  January  10,  1911;  S. 
Tompkins,  now  engaged  in  the  bicycle  and  feed  business,  was  born  August  23, 
1887,  and  married  Miss  Ethel  McFarland,  June  19,  1910. 

The  career  of  Mr.  Drake  has  clearly  demonstrated  that  he  is  a  man  of  good 
business  judgment.  He  is  a  firm  believer  in  the  Scriptural  maxim  “Let  not  the 
sun  go  down  on  your  wrath,”  even  going  to  the  extent  of  never  losing  his 
temper,  however  severe  the  provocation.  He  attributes  his  good  health  and 
vigorous  constitution  to  right  living  and  a  pleasant  disposition.  As  a  natural 
result  of  his  genial  manner,  he  has  many  stanch  friends  and  admirers  in  Des 
Moines  and  the  state  of  Iowa.  Fraternally  he  is  connected  with  the  Ancient 
Order  of  United  Workmen.  Lodge  No.  14,  and  is  a  republican  in  politics.  Both 
he  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  University  Christian  church,  and  their 
home  is  at  No.  1510  Twenty-fifth  street. 


CHARLES  H.  YOUNG. 

Charles  H.  Young  is  now  living  practically  retired  in  Lee  township,  being 
the  owner  of  a  tract  of  eighteen  acres  within  the  city  limits  of  Des  Moines. 
His  birth  occurred  in  Delaware  county,  Iowa,  on  the  18th  of  May,  1850,  his 
parents  being  James  and  Mary  A.  Young.  The  father,  who  was  connected 
with  the  regular  army,  was  stationed  at  Fort  Des  Moines  in  the  ’40s  and  after¬ 
ward  removed  to  Prairie  du  Chien,  Wisconsin.  He  located  claims  comprising 
three  hundred  and  twenty  acres  in  Monona  county,  Iowa,  which  he  sold  some 
time  afterward,  taking  up  his  abode  near  Lancaster  in  Peoria  county,  Illinois. 
It  was  while  he  was  a  resident  of  that  state  that  the  Civil  war  broke  out  and 
he  went  to  the  front  in  defense  of  the  Union  as  a  member  of  the  Fifty-fifth 
Illinois  Volunteer  Itifantry.  Subsequently  he  established  his  home  in  Texas, 
wnere  his  demise  occurred  in  1892.  Unto  him  and  his  wife  were  born  the 
following  children :  Thomas  A.,  who  is  a  resident  of  Des  Moines,  Iowa ;  William 
J.,  living  in  Houston,  Texas;  Charles  H.,  of  this  review;  Mrs.  Nellie  E.  Cotter, 
who  makes  her  home  at  Sutherland  Springs,  Texas ;  and  Mrs.  Laura  Gault  and 
Mrs.  Ida  Becton,  both  of  whom  reside  in  Houston,  Texas. 

Just  before  the  Civil  war  broke  out  Charles  H.  Young  accompanied  his 
parents  on  their  removal  from  Monona  county,  Iowa,  to  Lancaster,  Illinois, 
where  he  attended  the  common  schools,  and  later  completed  his  education  at 
Canton,  that  state.  On  laying  aside  his’  text-books  he  engaged  in  farming  for 
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several  years  and  was  then  connected  with  the  street  car  service  in  Peoria, 
Illinois.  While  residing  there  he  was  married  and  subsequently  removed  to 
Cambridge,  that  state,  where  he  was  associated  with  his  brother  in  the  soap 
manufacturing  business  under  the  name  of  the  Standard  Soap  Company.  In 
1884  they  came  to  Des  Moines  in  order  to  enlarge  the  business  and  here  formed 
a  stock  company  with  Mr.  Swart  and  Mr.  Munson  under  the  name  of  the 
Capital  City  Soap  Company.  Afterward  they  bought  out  the  firm  of  Clarkson, 
Alexander  &  Meek  and  changed  the  name  to  the  Domestic  Soap  Company  and 
still  later  they  purchased  the  business  of  Prouty  &  Bowler,  the  firm  becoming 
known  as  the  Proutv-Bowler  Soap  Company.  Mr.  Young  continued  his  con¬ 
nection  therewith  until  about  four  years  ago,  when  he  retired  on  account  of 
ill  health,  and  removed  to  his  present  place  in  Lee  township,  which  he  had  pur¬ 
chased  about  eight  years  before.  At  one  time  he  owned  ninety-eight  acres  of 
land  within  the  city  limits  of  Des  Moines  but  has  since  sold  all  but  eighteen 
acres  to  A.  M.  Parker.  The  soap  company  with  which  he  was  connected  are 
still  using  the  same  formula  that  was  used  by  them  during  the  time  he  was  a 
member  of  the  firm.  Besides  his  farm  Mr.  Young  owns  two  houses  and  lots 
in  Des  Moines  proper  and  is  recognized  as  one  of  the  substantial  and  esteemed 
citizens  of  the  community. 

In  1883  he  was  married,  in  Peoria,  Illinois,  to  Miss  Catherine  E.  Clow,  of 
Milan,  Illinois,  her  father  being  Edward  E.  Clow.  She  was  called  to  her  final 
rest  on  the  4th  of  March,  1907.  Mr.  Young  gives  his  political  allegiance  to  the 
republican  part}7,  while  fraternally  he  is  identified  with  the  Independent  Order 
of  Odd  Fellows. 


WILLIAM  F.  BUCHE. 

William  F.  Buche,  who  lives  on  the  old  family  homestead  in  Lincoln  town- 
ship,  is  a  representative  farmer  of  Polk  county  who  by  intelligent  application 
of  labor  has  won  from  nature  her  richest  rewards.  He  was  born  in  Wisconsin, 
April  23,  1862,  a  son  of  Charles  and  Charlotte  (Grieser)  Buche,  both  of  whom 
were  born  in  Germany.  They  came  to  America  in  early  years  and  were  reared 
in  this  country,  their  marriage  taking  place  in  Wisconsin.  The  father  was  by 
occupation  a  farmer  and  came  to  Polk  county,  Iowa,  in  the  spring  of  1864  and 
bought  eighty  acres  in  Lincoln  township  and  later  acquired  eighty  more.  He 
died  in  1877,  at  the  age  of  fifty-six  years,  and  his  wife  passed  away  in  1908, 
being  then  in  her  seventy-seventh  year.  There  were  seven  children  in  their 
family  of  whom  William  F.  is  the  fifth  in  order  of  birth. 

William  F.  Buche  received  his  early  education  in  the  common  schools  and 
continued  with  his  parents  until  he  was  twenty-one  years  old.  After  working 
for  wages  for  a  year  he  began  farming  on  his  own  account  on  rented  property 
and  purchased  the  old  homestead  from  his  mother  about  1890.  He  has  engaged 
in  general  farming  and  stock-raising  and  as  he  understands  his  business  thor¬ 
oughly  has  been  very  successful.  He  has  made  many  improvements  upon  the 
place,  the  family  home  being  almost  lost  to  view,  as  it  is  surrounded  by  a 
beautiful  grove  of  pine  trees,  including  Norway  spruce,  Scotch  and  white  pine, 
red  cedar  and  American  arbor  vitae,  all  of  which  he  planted  with  his  own  hands. 
He  has  tiled  and  fenced  the  farm  and  erected  a  large  barn  which  is  built  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  best  modern  appliances.  He  makes  use  of  up-to-date  machinery  and 
the  ample  harvests  gathered  each  year  indicate  that  his  labors  are  well  repaid. 

In  1896  M r.  Buche  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Frederica  Graeber,  who 
was  born  April  14,  1873,  a  daughter  of  Frederick  and  Elizabeth  (Brendal) 
Graeber.  Her  parents  were  both  born  in  Germany  and  came  to  America  in 
their  earlier  years,  being  married  in  this  country.  Six  children  came  to  bless 
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the  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Buche,  namely:  William,  Henry,  Frank,  Alma, 
Robert  and  Theodore.  On  September  6,  1910,  Mr.  Buche  suffered  the  greatest 
loss  of  his  life  in  the  death  of  his  wife,  who  was  a  woman  of  many  noble  traits 
and  regarded  no  sacrifice  too  great  provided  it  enhanced  the  happiness  of  those 
with  whom  she  was  associated. 

Religiously  Mr.  Buche  is  identified  with  the  Evangelical  church,  as  was 
also  his  wife.  Politically  he  gives  his  support  to  the  republican  party.  He  has 
not  aspired  to  public  office  but  for  some  years  past  he  has  served  acceptably  as 
a  member  of  the  school  board. 


EDWARD  MARXER. 

It  has  been  amply  demonstrated  under  the  stars  and  stripes  of  the  American 
republic  that  Austria  produces  many  sons  who  are  stanch  lovers  of  liberty,  and 
who  also  possess  the  attributes  that  make  good  citizens  and  successful  business 
men.  Leaving  the  land  of  their  nativity,  thousands  have  found  in  the  new 
world  opportunities  which  they  improve,  and  they  are  now  numbered  among 
the  best  citizens  of  America.  To  this  number  belongs  Edward  Marxer,  a 
prominent  contractor  of  Des  Moines,  born  at  Mauren,  Lichtenstein,  Austria, 
May  24,  i860,  a  son  of  Mathias  and  Catherine  (Jager)  Marxer,  and  a  grandson 
of  Sebastian  Marxer.  The  father  was  a  farmer,  who  lived  and  died  in  the 
land  of  his  birth. 

Edward  Marxer  received  his  early  education  in  the  schools  of  Austria  and 
as  he  grew  up  became  thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  building  trade,  so  that 
when  he  reached  manhood  he  was  well  prepared  to  take  care  of  himself  wherever 
he  might  desire  to  live.  Having  decided  to  seek  his  fortune  in  a  new  country 
where  competition  would  be  less  intense  than  in  the  thickly  settled  communities 
of  the  old  world,  he  bade  farewell  to  his  relatives  and  friends,  and  at  twenty-two 
years  of  age  came  to  America,  locating  at  Des  Moines.  After  working  for 
wages  for  eight  years,  he  associated  with  John  A.  Benson,  in  the  contracting 
and  building  business.  They  have  ever  since  continued  together  and  have 
erected  a  number  of  the  largest  and  most  beautiful  buildings  in  the  city,  among 
which  may  be  named  the  Howard  Building,  the  Hewitt  Wholesale  Grocery 
building,  the  new  East  Side  high  school,  which  has  just  been  completed  and  is 
the  finest  structure  of  the  kind  in  America,  the  Capital  City  Commercial  College, 
the  West  Side  high  school,  and  numerous  residences.  The  firm  is  well  estab¬ 
lished  and  enjoys  the  confidence  of  financial  and  business  circles  on  account 
of  the  excellence  of  its  work  and  the  high  character  of  its  members.  Mr. 
Marxer  has  become  largely  interested  in  Des  Moines  real  estate. 

In  May,  1882,  Mr.  Marxer  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Marie  Boehler, 
who  died  in  1892  and  by  whom  he  had  one  child,  Marie.  On  September  18, 
1893,  at  Des  Moines,  he  was  again  married,  the  lady  of  his  choice  being  Miss 
Pauline  Kautzky,  a  daughter  of  Joseph  Kautzky,  and  by  this  union  the  following 
children  have  been  born  :  Carl,  a  student  in  St.  Mary’s  Catholic  school ;  Pauline ; 
Lawrence;  Hugo;  Theodora;  John;  Josephine  and  Isabel,  twins;  and  Georgia. 
The  family  residence  is  at  1233  Fifth  street. 

Mr.  Marxer  and  his  wife  are  sincere  members  of  the  Catholic  church. 
Politically  he  is  not  allied  with  any  party  but  casts  his  vote  for  any  measure  he 
considers  most  conducive  to  the  welfare  of  the  state  and  nation.  He  is  a  member 
of  a  number  of  organizations,  among  which  are  the  Ancient  Order  of  United 
Workmen,  Knights  of  Columbus  and  Elks,  and  he  is  vice  president  of  the 
Roman  Catholic  Union.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Builders  Exchange  and 
the  Commercial  Club. 
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As  a  boy  he  learned  the  necessity  and  value  of  conscientious  application  to 
everything  that  he  undertook,  and  his  success  has  been  largely  due  to  wisely 
directed  energy.  He  is  also  bringing  up  his  children  to  principles  of  honor  and 
industry,  such  as  he  was  early  taught  himself.  He  is  fond  of  literature  and 
music,  and  keeps  his  home  well  supplied  with  good  papers,  magazines  and 
books,  the  children  furnishing  the  music,  thus  forming  one  of  the  happy  family 
circles  of  the  city. 


DAVID  PHELPS  OLDFIELD. 

Fifty-five  years  ago  David  Phelps  Oldfield  arrived  in  Iowa  in  search  of  a 
home  and  became  one  of  the  pioneers  of  Jasper  county.  For  some  time  past 
he  has  lived  at  Mitchellville  and  although  he  is  now  in  his  eighty-sixth  year  he 
is  vice  president  of  the  Citizens  State  Bank  and  retains  in  a  remarkable  degree 
his  powers  of  body  and  mind.  He  is  a  native  of  Richland  county,  Ohio,  born 
September  23,  1825.  and  is  a  son  of  Richard  and  Elmina  (Phelps)  Oldfield,  a 
record  of  whom  appears  in  the  sketch  of  Silas  P.  Oldfield,  elsewhere  in  this 
work. 

Reared  upon  a  farm,  David  Phelps  Oldfield  had  such  advantages  of  educa¬ 
tion  as  were  available  in  the  early  district  schools  of  the  Buckeye  state.  On 
the  home  place  he  became  familiar  with  the  various  details  pertaining  to  agri¬ 
culture  and  stock-raising  and  early  decided  to  devote  his  attention  to  farming. 
After  his  marriage  his  interest  was  aroused  by  stories  of  the  great  west  told 
by  returning  travelers,  and  Iowa  seemed  to  him  one  of  the  most  favorable 
locations  in  the  Union.  Accordingly  in  1856  he  started  westward  from  Bell- 
ville,  Ohio,  by  wagon,  with  his  wife  and  three  children,  and  two  neighbors, 
making  the  trip  in  three  wagons.  They  drove  seven  head  of  cattle  across  the 
prairies  and  through  the  forest,  the  journey  requiring  seven  weeks.  Arriving 
in  Clear  Creek  township,  Jasper  county,  Iowa,  he  settled  on  a  quarter  section 
of  government  land  and  erected  a  comfortable  cabin  of  one  and  one-half  stories, 
the  lumber  for  which  he  had  sawed  at  Mylan’s  mill,  two  and  one-half  miles 
away.  The  land  was  raw  prairie  but  he  succeeded  in  having  it  broken  with  a 
yoke  of  oxen  at  a  cost  of  three  dollars  per  acre.  The  nearest  trading  post  in 
those  days  was  Newton,  now  the  county  seat  of  Jasper  county,  which  was 
fifteen  miles  distant,  the  country  being  open  and  a  roaming  place  for  turkeys, 
wolves,  deer  and  other  wild  animals.  The  nearest  settlement  was  a  hamlet 
called  Clyde,  two  and  one-half  miles  from  Mr.  Oldfield’s  home  and  located 
between  Newton  and  Nevada.  Indians  were  numerous  but  friendly  and  as 
the  trail  ran  near  the  home  of  Mr.  Oldfield  they  often  stopped  at  his  cabin. 
One  day  two  squaws  with  their  papooses  paid  him  a  visit,  and  as  it  was  butcher¬ 
ing  time  he  asked  them  to  assist  in  the  work.  In  payment  for  their  services  he 
cut  off  a  liberal  slice  of  the  flank,  but  the  visitors  gave  notice  of  their  dissatis¬ 
faction  and  insisted  that  a  more  tender  part  of  the  ham  should  be  chosen. 

In  i860  Mr.  Oldfield  began  carrying  the  United  States  mail,  traveling  on 
horseback  between  Des  Moines  and  Marshalltown.  He  continued  in  that  busi¬ 
ness  for  four  years,  making  a  round  trip  once  a  week.  Bridges  were  few  and 
roads  were  often  very  bad  and  on  more  than  one  occasion  he  forded  the  river 
when  the  water  almost  reached  the  back  of  his  Indian  pony.  When  the  stage 
line  was  established,  mail  carrying  by  horseback  was  discontinued.  As  early 
as  1857  he  saw  a  pontoon  bridge  carried  away  in  the  flood,  and  the  same  year 
he  went  to  Des  Moines  with  a  wagonload  of  wheat  which  he  ofifered  in  vain 
for  sale  as  money  was  extremely  scarce  and  many  settlers  were  suffering  from 
lack  of  the  necessities  of  life.  In  order  to  get  rid  of  the  wheat  he  was  obliged 
to  trade  it  for  plows.  Later,  times  became  brighter  and  during  the  Civil  war 
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the  financial  cloud  entirely  disappeared.  In  1870  Mr.  Oldfield  sold  his  place 
and  removed  to  Mitchellville,  for  three  years  cultivating  forty  acres  just  out¬ 
side  the  city  limits.  He  has  for  a  number  of  years  lived  in  retirement,  although 
since  1905  he  has  served  as  vice  president  of  the  Citizens  State  Bank. 

Mr.  Oldfield  has  been  twice  married.  His  first  wife  was  Miss  Catherine 
Creighton  of  Bellville,  Ohio,  to  whom  he  was  married  about  1847.  By  this 
union  there  were  three  children :  Sylvanus,  now  a  farmer  of  Fort  Collins, 
Colorado ;  Samuel  J.,  now  cashier  of  the  Citizens  State  Bank  of  Mitchellville ; 
and  Catherine,  who  lives  in  Mitchellville  and  is  the  widow  of  C.  A.  Lafiferty. 
The  mother  of  these  children,  having  died,  Mr.  Oldfield  was  married  just  before 
leaving  Ohio  to  Mrs.  Mary  (Drew)  Cross,  who  by  her  former  maria-ge  had  a 
daughter,  now  the  wife  of  William  Mitchell,  who  lives  in  Madison  county, 
Montana. 

Mr.  Oldfield  was  originally  a  whig  but  since  the  organization  of  the  republican 
party  has  given  his  adherence  to  its  principles.  Religiously,  he  is  in  sympathy 
with  the  Universalist  church.  He  retains  a  vivid  recollection  of  his  boyhood 
days  in  Ohio  when  the  sheep  on  the  farm  supplied  wool  which  was  spun  at 
home  and  made  into  clothes  for  the  family.  He  remembers  the  old  Aladdin 
lamp.  This  lamp  consisted  of  a  deep  bowl  filled  with  grease  with  a  long  neck 
carrying  a  wick  that  supplied  light  for  the  parlor.  He  remembers  how  the  girls 
used  to  walk  barefoot  to  church  until  within  a  short  'distance  of  the  building, 
when  they  would  stop  and  put  their  shoes  and  stockings  on.  He  also  remembers 
the  spelling  bees  of  his  boyhood  and  the  fact  that  he  walked  many  miles  to 
take  part  in  contests,  often  coming  out  winner.  He  still  retains  two  of  the  old 
Webster  spellers  of  his  early  days.  His  first  overshoes  were  made  of  buffalo 
skin  which  was  beautifully  tanned  by  the  Indians  by  using  the  brains  of  elk 
and  deer.  One  of  the  valued  heirlooms  of  the  family  is  a  cradle  in  which  he 
and  his  ten  sisters  and  brothers  were  rocked.  It  is  now  a  relic  in  the  Iowa 
Historical  Building  at  Des  Moines.  It  was  hewn  out  of  a  white  elm  log  by 
David  Phelps,  the  father-in-law  of  Mr.  Oldfield.  It  was  carefully  dressed  and 
polished  and  is  a  most  interesting  reminder  of  pioneer  days. 


CHARLES  W.  MITCHELL. 

A  native  of  England.  Charles  W.  Mitchell,  of  Camp  township,  was  attracted 
to  Ameiica  in  early  manhood  and  years  ago  became  an  adopted  son  of  Iowa. 
He  was  born  in  the  County  of  Kent,  September  11,  1842,  his  parents  being 
James  and  Elizabeth  (Reynolds)  Mitchell.  The  father  was  a  shepherd,  a  voca¬ 
tion  which  he  followed  in  England  all  his  life.  He  died  in  February,  1909,  at 
the  age  of  ninety-one,  and  the  mother  passed  away  in  1907,  at  the  age  of  ninety- 
two  years.  An  uncle  of  our  subject  is  now  living  in  the  same  village  and  has 
reached  the  age  of  ninety-five. 

Charles  W.  Mitchell  was  reared  in  the  parental  home  and  received  his  early 
education  in  the  common  schools.  In  1861  he  crossed  the  ocean  with  his 
two  brothers  to  Canada  and  continued  in  that  country  for  four  years.  He  then 
went  to  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  and  secured  employment  in  a  nursery.  In  1869  he 
started  westward,  traveling  in  a  covered  wagon,  and  stopped  in  Adair  county, 
Iowa,  where  he  spent  six  months.  At  the  end  of  that  time  he  went  to  Warren 
countv  and  entered  the  employ  of  B.  F.  Roberts,  being  engaged  in  hauling 
timber  to  Winterset  for  the  Rock  Island  Railroad,  which  was  then  in  course  of 
construction.  He  continued  with  Mr.  Roberts  for  seven  years,  during  which 
time  he  also  assisted  in  the  construction  of  the  Wabash  Railroad  in  this  state. 
Giving  up  railroad  work,  he  rented  a  farm  in  Warren  county,  but  after  two 
years  came  to  Polk  county  and  bought  eighty  acres  in  Camp  township,  which 
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he  industriously  improved.  He  cleared  thirty  acres  of  timber  and  now  has  a 
productive  farm  which  yields  abundant  annual  harvests.  A  log  cabin  and  a 
log  barn  which  were  built  many  years  ago  stand  on  the  place  and  Mr.  Mitchell 
claims  that  the  cabin  is  the  oldest  house  in  Polk  county. 

On  the  13th  of  November,  1879,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Electa  E.  Roberts, 
a  daughter  of  Benjamin  F.  and  Mariette  (Jennings)  Roberts,  who  were  natives 
of  New  York  and  Connecticut,  respectively.  Mr.  Roberts  was  born  August 
26,  1819,  and  died  January  30,  1899.  He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  Cincinnati, 
Ohio,  and  engaged  in  practice  at  Dayton,  that  state.  He  located  at  Winterset, 
Iowa,  in  1854  and  bought  two  hundred  acres  of  land,  where  he  engaged  in 
sheep-raising  upon  an  extensive  scale.  At  one  time  he  had  fifteen  hundred 
sheep  on  the  farm.  While  living  at  Winterset  he  took  an  active  part  in  public 
affairs  and  was  twice  elected  to  the  state  legislature  and  one  term  to  the  state 
senate.  After  nine  years  in  the  sheep  business  he  sold  out  and  bought  a  farm 
near  Pella,  Iowa,  which  he  cultivated  for  two  and  one-half  years.  In  1867  he 
came  to  Des  Moines  and  entered  the  employ  of  the  railroads  as  right-of-way 
man.  He  also  assisted  in  building  the  Rock  Island  Railway  from  Carlisle  to 
Winterset  and  built  a  portion  of  the  Wabash  Railway  in  Iowa.  He  finally 
located  at  O’Neill,  Nebraska,  and  having  been  admitted  to  the  bar  in  that  state, 
resumed  the  practice  of  law  and  was  elected  judge  of  the  district  court.  He 
died  at  O’Neill.  His  first  wife  having  passed  away  November  24,  1883,  in  August, 
1885  he  married  Maria  Magers,  of  an  old  family  of  O’Neill.  Four  children 
have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mitchell :  Elbert  C.,  who  is  now  engaged  in 
farming  in  Camp  township;  Lida  E.,  who  lives  at  home;  Mary  E.,  the  wife  of 
Jesse  Tyler,  of  Ames,  Iowa;  and  Celia  O.,  who  is  also  living  at  home. 

Mr.  Mitchell  gives  his  political  allegiance  to  the  republican  party  and  has 
served  as  road  supervisor  of  his  township  for  several  years.  Religiously  he 
affiliates  with  the  Christian  church,  while  his  wife  and  daughters  are  members 
of  the  Seventh  Day  Adventists.  The  members  of  the  family  are  all  earnest 
seekers  for  the  truth  and  active  in  good  works. 


GEORGE  M.  KING. 

The  business  circles  of  Des  Moines  find  a  capable  representative  in  George 
M.  King,  president  of  the  George  M.  King  Electric  Manufacturing  Company. 
He  has  won  his  way  to  leadership  in  his  department  of  activity  by  the  applica¬ 
tion  of  sound  principles  and  by  practical  knowledge  gained  through  years  of  un¬ 
daunted  perseverance.  He  is  a  native  of  Iowa,  having  been  born  in  Jefferson 
county,  November  4,  1879,  a  son  °f  Thomas  H.  McGovern,  who  was  born  in 
Ireland  in  April,  1845.  The  father  came  to  America  in  his  boyhood  and  after 
attaining  his  majority  engaged  in  the  meat  business  and  as  a  farmer,  subsequently 
becoming  superintendent  of  coal  mines  in  Polk  county  and  continuing  in  that 
capacity  for  fifteen  years.  At  the  time  of  the  Civil  war  he  enlisted  in  an  Illinois 
regiment,  serving  under  General  Grant  at  Vicksburg  and  taking  part  tarer  in 
many  important  engagements.  He  was  honorably  mustered  out  as  sergeant  of 
his  company. 

George  M.  King  was  only  thirteen  months  old  when  his  mother  died  and  he 
was  then  cared  for  by  his  father’s  sister,  Mrs.  George  B.  King,  whose  name  he 
bears  and  in  whose  home  he  grew  to  manhood.  He  acquired  his  education  in  the 
graded  district  school  and  began  the  study  of  electricity,  which  he  soon  found  to 
be  one  of  the  most  interesting  subjects  that  can  occupy  the  attention  of  any  ambi¬ 
tious  young  man.  He  advanced  by  gradual  stages  and  in  1907  established  the 
George  M.  King  Electric  Manufacturing  Company,  which  has  proven  a  success 
even  from  the  start.  The  business  is  carefully  systematized  and  the  establish- 
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ment  is  completely  equipped  along  all  lines  that  prevail  in  the  best  concerns  of 
the  kind.  Mr.  King  is  also  president  of  the  Canada  Arrester  Company  and  the 
Oklahoma  Light  and  Arrester  Company,  finding  his  time  well  occupied  in  the 
many  duties  that  arise  from  day  to  day. 

On  the  22d  of  August,  1900,  he  was  united  in  marriage  at  Des  Moines  to 
Miss  Marguerite  Baird.  Her  father  was  formerly  engaged  in  farming  but  moved 
to  Des  Moines,  becoming  a  member  of  the  well  known  firm  of  Longman  & 
Baird,  wholesale  meat  dealers.  Three  children  have  blessed  the  union  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  King:  Robert  M.,  born  May  20,  1901;  Marguerite  May,  born  Jan¬ 
uary  1,  1903;  and  Marine,  born  August  18,  1905.  The  two  older  children  are 
now  attending  the  Lucas  school. 

Mr.  King  gives  his  support  to  the  republican  party,  believing  that  by  so 
doing  he  is  advancing  the  permanent  interests  of  the  state  and  nation.  He  is  a 
consistent  member  of  the  Methodist  church  and  is  also  connected  with  the  An¬ 
cient  Order  of  United  Workmen,  and  along  business  lines  with  the  Des  Moines 
Ad  Men’s  Club.  He  early  was  forced  upon  his  own  resources  and  thus  ac¬ 
quired  self-confidence  which  is  so  necessary  in  the  development  of  a  success¬ 
ful  business  career.  He  is  earnest,  energetic  and  capable,  never  slighting  any 
expense  of  time  or  labor  if  it  will  add  to  his  efficiency  in  the  work  to  which  he 
is  deeply  attached.  A  devotee  of  the  .rod  and  gun,  he  finds  recreation  in  the 
open  air,  close  to  the  heart  of  nature,  rather  than  in  the  club  room  or  in  social 
diversions. 


FREW  L.  HAYS. 

One  of  the  well  known  residents  of  Urbandale  is  Frew  L.  Hays,  who  was 
born  in  Marshall  county,  Iowa,  on  the  3d  of  September,  1873,  and  is  a  son  of 
Samuel  and  Lovisa  (Clark)  Hays,  natives  of  Pennsylvania  and  Iowa,  respec¬ 
tively.  The  father,  who  was  a  carpenter  and  contractor,  began  teaching  school 
at  the  age  of  nineteen,  which  vocation  he  followed  for  several  years  in  the 
Keystone  state,  after  which  he  removed  to  Illinois.  Responding  to  his  country’s 
call  in  1864  Samuel  Hays  enlisted  in  a  company  of  Illinois  volunteers,  going  to 
the  front  in  the  Union  cause.  Upon  being  mustered  out  he  came  to  Iowa  and 
located  in  Marshall  county,  where  he  engaged  in  farming  for  some  time,  after 
which  he  bought  land  in  Adams  county.  Disposing  of  this  at  the  end  of  a 
year  he  removed  to  Audubon  county,  buying  two  hundred  and  forty  acres  of 
land,  which  he  cultivated  for  fourteen  years,  and  at  the  end  of  that  time  he 
sold  and  bought  one  hundred  and  ninety  acres  in  Greene  county.  Leasing  the 
latter  place  he  went  to  Calhoun  county,  where  he  rented  a  section  of  land  in 
order  to  keep  his  sons  well  occupied,  continuing  to  reside  there  for  two  years. 
Flaving  traded  his  Greene  county  farm  for  land  in  Nebraska  he  removed  to 
that  state,  engaging  in  the  cultivation  of  his  farm  for  two  years,  when  he  re¬ 
turned  to  Iowa.  He  joined  his  son  Frew  L.  at  Gilmore  City,  where  they 
engaged  in  blacksmithing  and  carpentering,  the  father  looking  after  the  latter 
portion  of  the  business.  This  arrangement  lasted  for  three  years,  during 
which  time  he  traded  some  city  property  for  one-half  section  of  timber  land 
in  Missouri.  Having  accepted  a  railroad  contract  for  supplying  timbers  he 
started  south  to  superintend  the  clearing  of  his  land  in  November,  1898,  but 
passed  away  before  reaching  his  destination.  His  widow,  who  is  now  fifty- 
eight  years  of  age,  makes  her  home  in  Jefferson,  Iowa. 

The  boyhood  and  youth  of  Frew  L.  Hays  were  largely  spent  in  Audubon 
county,  in  the  district  schools  of  which  he  obtained  his  education.  Leaving 
home  at  the  age  of  sixteen  he  went  to  Loherville,  Iowa,  to  become  apprenticed 
to  a  blacksmith  and  cabinetmaker.  Having  finished  his  trades  he  worked  for 
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others  until  1893,  when  he  bought  a  shop  at  Pomeroy,  operating  the  same  for 
two  years.  At  the  end  of  that  time  he  sold  out  and  went  to  Rhodes,  Iowa, 
where  he  remained  for  a  year,  and  then  to  Gilmore  City  cooperating  with  his 
father  in  a  shop  for  three  years.  Disposing  of  his  interests  when  his  father 
went  to  Missouri,  he  located  in  Jefferson,  where  he  remained  until  1900, 
and  then  removed  to  Des  Moines,  buying  an  interest  in  the  business  of  George 
Reese  at  425  East  Grand  avenue,  where  they  conducted  a  first-class  horseshoe¬ 
ing  shop  for  five  years.  Selling  out  in  1905  he  removed  to  the  west  side, 
opening  a  shop  at  312  West  Grand  avenue,  which  he  conducted  for  two  years. 
Again  disposing  of  his  business  Mr.  Flays  came  to  Urbandale  in  1907  and 
opened  a  general  blacksmith  shop,  which  he  continues  to  run.  Shortly  after 
locating  here  he  built  some  feed  sheds,  which  have  proven  to  be  very  profitable 
as  he  has  done  a  large  business  in  connection  therewith  ever  since  their  erection. 
Tie  has  more  recently  erected  a  nice  two  story  building  and  is  now  conducting 
a  grocery  store  and  meat  market  in  addition  to  his  other  interests.  He  keeps 
a  good  and  well  selected  stock  of  groceries  as  well  as  a  nice  line  of  meats, 
which  together  with  the  efficient  and  gracious  service  of  his  employes  has  been 
the  means  of  building  up  a  large  patronage.  Mr.  Hays  is  a  man  possessed 
of  excellent  business  ability  and  is  meeting  with  success  in  all  of  his  ventures. 
He  owns  two  acres  of  land  in  LYbandale  upon  which  his  store,  shop  and  feed 
sheds  are  located,  besides  which  he  has  a  nice  residence  lot  in  Des  Moines  and 
a  half  section  of  timber  land  in  Missouri. 

On  the  3rd  of  July,  1895,  Air.  Hays  married  Miss  Amy  E.  Ewalt,  a 
daughter  of  David  and  Rebecca  (Garber)  Ewalt,  the  father  a  native  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania  and  the  mother  of  Ohio.  Mr.  Ewalt  came  to  Iowa  in  the  50’s,  locating 
in  Polk  county,  where  he  farmed  rented  land  for  several  years  and  then  bought 
property  in  Marshall  county,  continuing  to  cultivate  it  until  1883,  wdien  he  re¬ 
moved  to  Nebraska.  He  remained  there  but  one  year,  during  which  time  Mrs. 
Ewalt  passed  away.  Returning  to  Iowa  in  1884,  he  opened  a  meat  market  in 
Melbourne,  which  he  conducted  for  one  year,  and  then  removed  to  the  farm  in 
Marshall  county,  sixteen  miles  north  of  Marshalltown,  which  he  is  still  operat¬ 
ing.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hays  have  been  born  the  following  children :  Albert 
L.,  born  August  5,  1896;  Arthur  R.,  born  in  1899;  Kenneth  F.,  born  in  1903; 
Dale  H.,  born  in  1907 ;  and  Doris  L.,  born  in  1908. 

The  family  attend  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  in  which  the  parents  hold 
membership.  Mr.  Hays  fraternally  is  identified  with  the  Red  Men,  the  Knights 
of  Pythias,  Modern  Woodmen  of  America,  Brotherhood  of  American  Yeomen, 
Woodmen  of  the  World,  Knights  of  the  Maccabees,  the  Highland  Nobles  and 
others.  In  matters  politic  his  views  accord  with  the  principles  of  the  republi¬ 
can  party.  He  does  not  actively  participate  in  civic  affairs,  however,  preferring 
to  devote  his  time  and  attention  to  the  development  of  his  private  interests, 
nevertheless  he  casts  a  ballot  on  election  day  for  the  candidates  of  his  party. 
Although  he  has  resided  in  Erbandale  but  a  few  years  during  that  time  he  has 
shown  himself  to  be  a  worthy  citizen  and  capable  business  man  and  is  esteemed 
accordingly. 


HERBERT  C.  THOMPSON. 

One  of  the  energetic  and  progressive  agriculturists  of  Webster  township, 
who  resides  upon  a  farm  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  which  he  has  placed 
under  a  high  state  of  cultivation,  is  Herbert  C.  Thompson,  who  is  a  native  of 
Wisconsin,  his  natal  day  being  the  20th  of  May,  1874.  His  mother  w*as  originally 
from  Ohio,  but  his  father  was  born  in  Norway,  and  on  coming  to  America 
located  in  Wisconsin,  whence  he  brought  his  family  to  Iowa  in  1876,  first 


CITY  OF  DES  MOINES  AND  POLK  COUNTY 


1119 


locating  in  Story  county  but  later  removing  to  Polk  county,  where  they  settled 
upon  eighty  acres  of  land.  Mr.  Thompson  continued  to  cultivate  this  until 
1892,  at  which  time  he  disposed  of  it,  and  removed  to  Dallas  county,  where  he 
bought  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres,  which  he  continues  to  operate. 

Being  reared  at  home  Herbert  C.  Thompson  acquired  his  education  in  the 
district  schools  of  Dallas  county,  remaining  a  member  of  the  paternal  house¬ 
hold  until  he  had  attained  the  age  of  twenty-two  years,  during  which  time  he 
had  become  thoroughly  familiar  with  the  best  methods  of  cultivating  the  soil 
and  raising  cattle,  owing  to  the  careful  direction  and  supervision  of  his  father. 
Thus  feeling  fully  competent  to  begin  work  upon  his  own  responsibility  he 
rented  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land  in  1896  and  in  the  spring  of  1904 
he  rented  two  hundred  and  forty  acres,  which  he  continued  to  farm  for  five 
years.  By  capable  management  and  careful  expenditure  he  obtained  during 
that  time  the  necessary  means  to  purchase  his  present  farm.  That  Mr.  Thomp¬ 
son  has  not  over  estimated  his  ability  is  attested  by  the  fact  that  since  pur¬ 
chasing  his  property  he  has  made  over  two  thousand  dollars  worth  of 
improvements,  in  addition  to  the  purchase  of  implements  and  other  incidental 
expenses  attached  to  the  operation  of  a  farm.  He  devotes  a  great  deal  of 
attention  to  the  raising  of  cattle,  always  keeping  about  forty  head  and  eight 
of  horses,  while  he  markets  one  hundred  and  fifty  hogs  per  year. 

Mr.  Thompson  was  united  in  marriage  on  the  nth  of  June,  1903,  to  Miss 
Alta  Allen,  a  daughter  of  Achson  M.  and  Emma  (Hunt)  Allen,  the  father  a 
native  of  Green  county,  Wisconsin,  and  the  mother  of  Illinois.  Mr.  Allen  came 
to  Iowa  with  his  mother  when  a  lad  of  eight  years,  locating  at  Campbell,  Walnut 
township,  Polk  county.  After  attaining  manhood  he  engaged  in  farming,  con¬ 
tinuing  to  be  identified  with  agricultural  pursuits  in  Dallas  and  Polk  counties 
until  he  passed  away  in  1908.  Mrs.  Allen  still  survives  and  is  now  fifty-seven 
years  of  age.  Three  children  have  been  born  unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thompson : 
William  Allen,  born  in  March,  1904;  Harold  Herbert,  born  November  1,  1907; 
and  Florence,  born  December  13,  1909. 

Although  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thompson  attend  religious  services  they  do  not 
affiliate  with  any  denomination.  He  supports  the  men  and  measures  of  the 
republican  party  but  does  not  aspire  to  public  honors  or  the  emoluments  of 
office,  preferring  to  concentrate  his  thought  and  energy  on  the  development  of 
his  private  interests.  He  is  meeting  with  success  in  his  ventures  and  is  rapidly 
gaining  recognition  as  one  of  the  capable  and  substantial  farmers  of  Webster 
township. 


JASPER  M.  BECK. 

Since  pioneer  days  the  Beck  family  has  been  identified  with  the  agricultural 
interests  of  Polk  county,  and  among  its  present  representatives  must  be  men¬ 
tioned  Jasper  M.  Beck,  who  was  born  in  this  county,  October  20,  1864.  He 
is  a  son  of  Josiah  and  Cynthia  (McDowell)  Beck,  natives  of  Montgomery 
county,  Indiana.  In  1853  the  parents  came  to  Iowa,  settling  upon  one  hundred 
and  sixty  acres  of  government  land  in  Jefferson  township,  this  county.  After 
having  improved  and  placed  this  property  under  cultivation,  Mr.  Beck  purchased 
a  piece  of  timber  land,  which  he  cleared,  continuing  to  operate  his  farm  until 
his  death,  which  occurred  in  October,  1896,  at  the  age  of  seventy-two.  Mrs. 
Beck  had  passed  away  nine  years  previously  at  the  age  of  fifty-five,  her  demise 
occurring  on  the  28th  of  November,  1887. 

The  early  years  in  the  life  of  Jasper  M.  Beck  were  spent  upon  the  home¬ 
stead,  in  the  work  of  which  he  assisted  from  his  earliest  boyhood.  In  the 
acquirement  of  his  education  he  attended  the  district  schools  until  he  had  ob- 
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tained  sufficient  knowledge  of  the  common  branches  to  enable  him  to  assume 
the  real  work  of  his  life,  at  which  time  he  laid  aside  his  school  books  and  gave 
his  entire  time  and  attention  to  the  work  of  the  farm.  He  remained  at  home, 
working  for  his  father,  until  he  was  twenty-one  years  of  age.  In  1885  he 
invested  his  savings  in  forty  acres  of  land  in  Jefferson  township,  which  he 
cultivated  for  two  years.  At  the  expiration  of  that  period  he  disposed  of  his 
property  and  went  west  and  for  seven  years  thereafter  he  worked  in  the  saw¬ 
mills  of  Washington.  Returning  to  Polk  county  in  1894  he  again  engaged  in 
agricultural  pursuits.  After  receiving  his  interest  in  the  old  homestead,  follow¬ 
ing  the  death  of  his  father,  he  located  there  and  enlarged  his  tract  by  purchasing 
the  shares  of  some  of  the  other  heirs.  Success  having  attended  his  efforts, 
Mr.  Beck  has  added  to  his  holdings  at  different  times  until  he  now  owns  one 
hundred  and  twenty  acres.  He  has  made  very  extensive  improvements  upon 
his  farm  during  the  past  three  years,  having  erected  a  new  residence,  barns 
and  other  outbuildings.  The  property  is  well  cared  for,  the  grounds  and  build¬ 
ings  being  nicely  kept,  and  it  presents  a  most  pleasing  as  well  as  prosperous 
appearance.  Mr.  Beck  has  been  fortunate  in  his  ventures  and  now  owns  one 
of  the  valuable  and  well  stocked  farms  of  the  township.  He  keeps  about  forty- 
five  head  of  cattle  and  six  horses  and  raises  about  a  hundred  hogs  every  year. 

In  December,  1907,  Air.  Beck  married  Miss  Olive  Heigh,  a  daughter  of 
John  and  Elizabeth  (Askew)  Heigh,  natives  of  England,  from  which  country 
they  emigrated  to  the  United  States,  first  locating  in  New  Hampshire,  where 
the  father  worked  in  a  woolen  factory  and  later  bought  an  interest  in  the  same. 
In  1861  they  came  to  Iowa,  buying  a  farm  three  miles  west  of  Valley  Junction, 
which  Air.  Heigh  improved  and  operated  until  his  death  in  1877.  His  widow, 
who  is  now  seventy-six  years  of  age,  makes  her  home  in  Des  Moines. 

His  political  rights  Air.  Beck  exercises  in  support  of  the  men  and  measures 
he  deems  best  adapted  to  subserve  the  interests  of  the  majority,  irrespective 
of  party  affiliation.  Both  he  and  his  wife  affiliate  with  the  Christian  church,  in 
the  work  of  which  organization  they  take  a  helpful  interest. 


SAAIUEL  McCAULEY. 

Iowa  has  drawn  a  vast  portion  of  her  citizenship  from  various  states  in  the 
Union  and  also  from  many  parts  of  the  old  world,  and  her  foreign  element 
has  played  a  prominent  part  in  the  development  of  her  natural  resources. 
Among  the  valued  residents  whom  Ireland  has  contributed  is  Samuel  McCauley, 
who  was  born  in  that  country  on  the  17th  of  May,  1833,  a  son  of  Robert  and 
Martha  (Ale Jenkins)  McCauley.  The  parents  were  also  natives  of  Erin,  where 
their  entire  lives  were  spent.  The  father  was  a  farmer  and  miller  by  occupa¬ 
tion  and  also  engaged  extensively  in  the  cattle  business.  He  passed  away  in 
1891  and  his  wife’s  death  occurred  two  years  later. 

The  Emerald  isle  remained  the  home  of  Samuel  AlcCauley  throughout  the 
early  period  of  his  life,  and  in  the  schools  of  his  native  country  he  began  his 
education,  which  was  later  supplemented  by  study  in  the  United  States.  Early 
in  his  career  rumors  came  to  him  of  the  excellent  opportunities  offered  by  the 
new  world  to  men  of  enterprise  and  ambition,  and  he  was  only  seventeen  years 
of  age  when  he  determined  to  seek  a  fortune  in  America.  He  therefore  bade 
adieu  to  home  and  friends  and  made  the  long  journey  across  the  Atlantic,  land¬ 
ing  in  Philadelphia  in  July,  1850.  His  initial  step  in  the  business  world  here 
was  as  a  farm  hand,  being  thus  engaged  for  two  years,  after  which  he  began 
learning  the  blacksmith’s  trade  with  a  Mr.  Black,  continuing  with  him  for  about 
eight  months  or  until  Air.  Black’s  death,  after  which  he  gave  up  that  occupation 
and  came  west,  locating  in  Des  Aloines,  Iowa.  For  about  two  years  he  worked 
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in  a  sawmill  at  this  city  and  then  returned  to  Pennsylvania,  there  being  em¬ 
ployed  in  a  malt  house  for  a  similar  period.  Again  coming  to  Polk  county, 
Iowa,  he  became  identified  with  agricultural  pursuits  on  his  own  account,  on  a 
tract  of  eighty  acres  in  Washington  township,  which  he  had  purchased  during 
his  previous  residence  here.  With  characteristic  energy  he  began  its  develop¬ 
ment  and  improvement  and  this  place  formed  the  nucleus  of  his  present  fine 
estate.  As  the  years  passed  and  his  financial  resources  permitted  he  added  to 
his  original  holdings  until  he  is  now  the  owner  of  seven  hundred  and  twenty 
acres  of  land  in  Polk  county,  all  of  which  he  has  brought  to  a  high  state  of 
cultivation.  He  now  makes  his  home  on  one  of  his  farms  in  Elkhart  township 
and  carries  on  general  farming,  being  numbered  among  the  substantial  agri¬ 
culturists  and  large  landowners  of  that  section. 

In  1 86 1  Mr.  McCauley  was  married  to  Miss  Annie  Beltz,  a  native  of  Austria, 
whose  father,  a  boiler-maker  by  trade,  came  to  this  country  at  a  very  early 
day,  locating  in  Pittsburg,  Pennsylvania,  which  remained  his  home  until  his 
death.  Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  McCauley  have  been  born  seven  children,  as  fol¬ 
lows  :  Andrew,  a  farmer  of  Washington  township;  Robert,  residing  with  his 
father  on  the  home  place ;  Charles  E.,  who  is  married  and  is  living  in  Michigan ; 
Elizabeth,  residing  in  Ames,  Iowa;  Gertrude,  deceased;  Mamie,  the  wife  of 
W.  B.  Atkison,  of  Washington  township,  Polk  county;  and  one  daughter  who 
died  in  infancy. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  Civil  war  Mr.  McCauley  enlisted  for  service,  going 
to  Harrisburg,  Pennsylvania,  but  the  company  of  which  he  was  a  member  was 
not  accepted.  He  is  a  faithful  member  of  the  Presbyterian  church  and  gives 
his  political  support  to  the  democratic  party.  Although  he  has  long  since  passed 
the  Psalmist’s  allotted  span  of  three  score  years  and  ten,  he  is  yet  active  in 
the  world’s  work  and  takes  a  deep  interest  in  local  afifairs.  Although  his  life 
has  been  quietly  spent  it  has  been  productive  of  much  good  and  he  has  never 
had  occasion  to  regret  his  decision  to  seek  a  home  in  this  country,  for  here 
success  has  come  to  him  in  substantial  measure  as  a  result  of  indefatigable 
energy  and  earnest  labor,  and  he  enjoys  the  confidence  and  esteem  of  a  large 
circle  of  warm  friends. 


WALTER  POWELL. 


Walter  Powell,  who  is  residing  on  a  well  tilled  farm  of  eighty  acres  in 
Jefferson  township,  was  born  in  England  on  the  12th  of  February,  1861.  His 
parents,  John  and  Margaret  (Williams)  Powell,  emigrated  from  the  mother 
country  to  the  United  States  in  1868,  locating  in  Polk  county,  Iowa.  The  father, 
who  was  a  farmer,  first  cultivated  rented  land  but  finally  acquired  three  ‘hun¬ 
dred  and  twenty  acres  in  Jefferson  township,  which  his  son  William  is  now 
operating.  The  mother  passed  away  in  May,  1908,  but  the  father  is  still  living 
and  continues  to  make  his  home  on  the  farm. 

Walter  Powell,  who  was  only  a  lad  of  seven  years,  when  the  family  came 
to  the  United  States,  was  reared  in  Polk  county,  acquiring  his  education  in 
the  district  schools.  After  laying  aside  his  text-books  he  assisted  his  father 
with  the  work  of  the  farm  until  he  was  twenty-one,  at  which  time  he  rented 
land  and  cultivated  it  for  several  years.  He  subsequently  went  west,  residing 
for  a  time  in  California,  and  from  there  he  went  to  Colorado,  where  he  remained 
for  five  years.  At  the  expiration  of  that  period  he  returned  to  Polk  county  and 
in  1899  he  bought  his  present  home  in  Jefferson  township.  He  has  effected 
many  improvements  upon  this  property  during  the  period  of  his  occupancy 
and  has  met  with  success  in  its  cultivation.  In  addition  to  the  cultivation  of  his 
fields  he  raises  cattle,  marketing  about  fifty  head  of  hogs  every  year. 
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For  his  wife  Mr.  Powell  chose  Miss  Jessie  McAfee,  their  union  being- 
solemnized  on  the  23d  of  April,  1908.  Mrs.  Powell  is  a  daughter  of  James  and 
Sallie  (Calendar)  McAfee,  the  father  a  native  of  Ohio  and  the  mother  of  Polk 
county.  Mr.  McAfee  came  to  Iowa  in  his  early  manhood,  locating  in  Des 
Moines,  where  for  many  years  he  has  been  engaged  in  the  transfer  business. 
He  is  now  sixty-seven  years  of  age,  while  his  wife  is  fifty-six.  Both  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Powell  affiliate  with  the  Christian  church,  while  his  political  views  coincide 
with  those  of  the  republican  party,  for  whose  candidates  he  casts  his  ballot. 


WALTER  K.  WEISER. 

One  of  the  promising  young  business  men  of  Grimes  is  Walter  K.  Weiser, 
who  was  born  in  the  town  where  he  has  always  resided  on  the  30th  of  August, 
1891.  His  parents,  Charles  and  Lena  (Schoen)  Weiser,  natives  of  Ohio  and 
Germany,  respectively,  have  been  residents  of  Polk  county  for  more  than 
twenty-five  years.  Charles  Weiser  came  to  this  county  in  1885,  locating  upon 
a  farm  of  sixty-two  acres,  which  he  had  bought,  and  in  the  cultivation  of  which 
he  is  still  engaged.  He  also  purchased  a  house  and  one  acre  of  land  in  Grimes, 
which  has  always  been  the  family  home. 

Walter  K.  Weiser  acquired  his  education  in  the  public  schools  of  Grimes, 
graduating  from  the  high  school  with  the  class  of  1908,  after  which  he  attended 
the  Iowa  Business  College  of  Des  Moines,  in  order  to  obtain  a  better  under¬ 
standing  of  commercial  methods.  Returning  home  upon  the  completion  of  his 
education,  he  assisted  his  father  in  the  cultivation  of  the  farm  for  more  than 
a  year,  following  which  he  entered  the  employ  of  the  Grimes  Canning  &  Preserv¬ 
ing  Company,  with  whom  he  remained  during  the  season.  On  the  1st  of  January, 
1911,  he  accepted  the  position  of  manager  of  the  Farmers  Cooperative  Company 
of  Grimes,  thus  assuming  the  entire  responsibility  in  connection  with  the  super¬ 
vision  of  their  elevator  and  coal  business.  As  Mr.  Weiser  has  not  yet  married 
he  continues  to  make  his  home  with  his  parents. 

He  is  a  communicant  of  the  German  Lutheran  church,  in  the  faith  of  which 
he  was  born  and  reared.  As  he  has  not  yet  attained  his  majority  Mr.  Weiser 
has  not  acquired  the  right  of  franchise,  but  he  has  given  considerable  thought 
and  study  to  political  questions  and  his  views  fully  accord  with  the  principles 
and  policy  of  the  democratic  party,  for  whose  candidates  he  intends  to  cast 
his  first  ballot  in  November,  1912.  Although  he  is  young  to  hold  as  responsible 
a  position  as  he  is  filling  Mr.  Weiser  has  proven  himself  fully  capable  of  satis¬ 
factorily  discharging  the  duties  with  which  he  has  been  intrusted. 


RAYMOND  A.  BULLARD. 

The  spirit  of  self-reliance  and  progressiveness  early  took  possession  of  Ray¬ 
mond  A.  Bullard,  and  although  still  young  in  business  he  has  gained  a  position 
of  acknowledged  standing  in  the  community.  He  owes  his  advancement  to  an 
ability  to  meet  the  demands  of  the  public,  using  trustworthy  and  honorable 
methods  and  thus  gaining  the  respect  and  confidence  of  his  patrons.  Today 
he  is  one  of  the  most  prosperous  opticians  of  Des  Moines. 

He  was  born  at  Spencer,  Massachusetts,  July  19,  1880,  a  son  of  George  L. 
and  Janet  (Brewer)  Bullard.  The  father  is  also  a  native  of  Spencer  and  is 
now  prominently  connected  with  the  shoe  manufacturing  business.  His  paternal 
grandfather,  Dexter  Bullard,  who  was  born  in  Spencer,  in  1816  and  was  a 
pioneer  in  the  manufacture  of  shoes,  received  on  account  of  his  manv  noble 
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traits  of  character  the  title  of  the  “grand  old  man.”  He  served  as  superin¬ 
tendent  of  the  water-works  of  the  town  and  possessed  unusual  public  spirit 
and  enterprise.  His  wife,  who  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Sophie  Clapp,  died 
in  1890.  The  grandfather  on  the  mother’s  side  was  Dexter  Brewer,  a  New 
England  farmer  of  Quaker  .parentage,  who  passed  away  in  1890.  The  maiden 
name  of  his  wife  was  Ann  Richardson.  Two  children  grew  to  maturity  in  the 
family  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  George  L,  Bullard:  Raymond  A.,  the  subject  of  this 
review ;  and  Harry  Dexter,  now  engaged  in  the  shoe  business  at  Milford, 
Massachusetts. 

Raymond  A.  Bullard  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  and  in  the  Spencer 
high  school,  later  attending  Klein’s  College  of  Optics,  at  Boston,  Massachusetts, 
from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1901.  He  began  his  business  career  as  a 
reporter  on  the  Worcester  (Massachusetts)  Telegram,  continuing  in  this  capacity 
for  four  years,  at  the  end  of  which  time  he  became  editor  of  the  Spencer  Sun. 
After  a  connection,  of  one  year  with  the  Freeman  Optical  Company,  he  entered 
the  employ  of  the  Columbian  Optical  Company  of  Omaha,  Nebraska,  continu¬ 
ing  with  that  organization,  which  is  the  largest  of  the  kind  in  the  west.  For 
three  years  before  coming  to  Des  Moines  and  after  leaving  the  Columbian 
Optical  Company,  Mr.  Bullard  filled  the  office  of  vice  president  of  the  Omaha 
Optical  Company,  Omaha,  Nebraska,  the  largest  wholesale  optical  house  west 
of  the  Mississippi  river.  On  September  1,  1909,  he  opened  a  beautiful  estab¬ 
lishment  in  Des  Moines  and  although  a  comparatively  recent  comer,  he  is  well 
known  in  the  city  and  is  now  in  charge  of  a  lucrative  and  growing  business. 
Owing  to  Air.  Bullard's  wide  and  varied  experience  in  all  branches  of  optical 
work  he  today  stands  as  one  of  the  best  qualified  men  in  Iowa  in  his  line  of 
business. 

Mr.  Bullard  has  gained  substantial  recognition  in  Des  Moines  as  a  progres¬ 
sive  business  man  and  broad-minded  citizen  who  is  greatly  interested  in  the 
development  of  the  community.  Able,  faithful  and  conscientious  in  the  dis¬ 
charge  of  his  obligations,  there  is  no  doubt  that  his  loyalty  and  patriotism  will 
have  ample  opportunity  for  their  exercise  in  years  to  come.  Mr.  and  Airs. 
Bullard  are  both  members  of  the  First  Methodist  church. 

On  the  25th  of  June,  1906,  Mr.  Bullard  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Floy  McCready,  of  Oskaloosa,  Iowa.  She  was  the  only  child  of  W.  W.  and 
Lizzie  (Chew)  McCready,  old  time  residents  of  Montezuma,  Iowa,  where  her 
father  was  the  leading  attorney.  While  mayor  of  the  city  and  at  the  untimely 
age  of  thirty-two  years,  his  death  came,  leaving  a  vacancy  in  Alontezuma  public 
life  that  was  found  hard  to  fill.  On  the  day  of  the  funeral  all  business  houses 
were  closed  and  the  entire  town  turned  out  to  mourn  its  loss.  At  the  time  of 
his  death  Mr.  McCready  was  also  president  of  a  large  coal  company  operating  near 
Montezuma.  His  wife,  Lizzie  (Chew)  AIcCready,  now  residing  with  Mr.  and 
Airs.  Bullard,  is  widely  known  in  the  vicinity  of  Montezuma  and  Oskaloosa, 
where  she  has  lived  the  greater  part  of  her  life.  For  a  number  of  years  she 
was  a  school  teacher  in  Union  township,  leaving  her  school  duties  to  become  the 
wife  and  able  assistant  of  the  rising  young  lawyer.  She  is  a  daughter  of  James 
S.  Chew,  Sr.,  of  New  Jersey,  and  Mary  Griffith  Chew,  a  member  of  a  prominent 
Philadelphia  family.  Air.  and  Airs.  Chew  settled  near  Oskaloosa,  Iowa,  over 
fifty  years  ago. 

Floy  McCready  Bullard  is  a  perfect  type  of  the  western  girl,  gracefully 
combining  in  her  personality  the  snap  and  energy  of  the  west  with  the  refine¬ 
ment  and  culture  of  her  eastern  ancestors.  Mrs.  Bullard  graduated  from  the 
Montezuma  high  school  and  followed  that  with  courses  in  the  dramatic  depart¬ 
ment  of  Drake  University  and  the  Columbia  School  of  Oratory,  Chicago.  This 
training,  supplemented  with  private  instruction  from  masters  in  the  art  of 
expression,  have  placed  Mrs.  Bullard  in  the  foremost  rank  of  impersonators  of 
the  day.  She  has  given  many  recitals  on  her  tours  throughout  the  country  and 
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was  a  successful  instructor  in  the  dramatic  and  physical  training  departments 
of  Penn  College  and  Iowa  Christian  College,  both  of  Oskaloosa,  Iowa,  and  the 
Dickerman  School  of  Acting,  Omaha,  Nebraska. 

Along  with  her  histrionic  ability,  Mrs.  Bullard  early  showed  ability  with  her 
pen  and  has  served  on  the  most  prominent  newspapers  in  the  state,  being  the 
only  woman  city  editor  of  a  daily  newspaper  in  the  state  at  the  time  of  her 
joining  the  Press  and  Authors  Club  of  Des  Moines.  She  is  a  member  of  the 
Des  Moines  Woman’s  Club  and  several  other  smaller  organizations.  A  con¬ 
scientious  church  woman,  enthusiastic  club  woman  and  a  sympathetic  helpmeet 
bring  forth  the  many  qualities  which  have  endeared  Mrs.  Bullard  to  her  friends. 


GUSTAF  ALF. 

One  of  the  model  farms  of  Polk  county  is  the  property  of  Gustaf  Alt*  and 
consists  of  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres  on  section  13,  Madison  township. 
He  was  born  in  Sweden  on  the  20th  of  January,  1858,  and  emigrated  to  the 
United  States  in  1872,  with  his  parents,  Carl  and  Johanna  (Jonson)  Alf,  also 
natives  of  Sweden.  The  father,  who  was  a  soldier,  obtained  permission  from 
the  Swedish  government  to  come  to  the  United  States.  Upon  the  arrival  of  the 
family  in  this  country  they  made  their  way  westward  and  located  on  a  farm  in 
Polk  county,  where  the  father  ever  after  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits.  He 
passed  away  in  1886  at  the  age  of  sixty-two  years,  but  his  wife  is  still  living, 
although  she  has  passed  the  ninety-first  anniversary  of  her  birth.  They  were  the 
parents  of  seven  children,  two  of  whom  died  in  Sweden,  those  living  beside  our 
subject  being  Charles  and  Alfred.  The  latter  is  married  and  has  been  engaged 
as  a  missionary  in  China  for  sixteen  years,  to  which  country  he  returned  on  the 
1st  of  November,  1910,  after  a  limited  sojourn  in  America.  He  is  a  minister  of 
the  Swedish  Evangelical  church,  under  the  supervision  of  which  denomination 
he  is  now  conducting  his  work.  Charles  has  never  married  and  resides  in  this 
state. 

Gustaf  Alf  was  fourteen  years  of  age  when  his  parents  left  the  fatherland 
and  the  greater  portion  of  his  education  therefore  was  acquired  in  the  common 
schools  of  his  native  country.  After  his  arrival  here  he  attended  the  public 
schools  for  two  years,  however,  in  order  to  obtain  a  better  knowledge  of  English. 
He  remained  a  member  of  his  father’s  household,  assisting  in  the  work  of  the 
farm,  until  he  was  eighteen  years  of  age,  and  then  hired  out  by  the  month  as  a 
farm  hand  for  two  years.  During  that  period  his  thrift  and  temperate  habits 
enabled  him  to  amass  sufficient  capital  to  begin  farming  for  himself  and  for 
three  years  he  rented  land.  He  possessed  unusual  faculties  as  a  manager,  which 
coupled  with  his  tireless  energy  and  close  application,  made  it  possible  for  him 
to  buy  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land  at  the  end  of  that  period,  which  tract 
formed  the  nucleus  of  his  present  homestead.  It  was  unbroken  and  unimproved 
prairie  when  it  came  into  his  possession,  but  this  fact  but  served  as  an  incentive 
for  added  industry  on  his  part  and  it  was  not  long  before  the  entire  place  was 
under  cultivation.  He  engages  in  general  farming  and  stock-raising,  making  a 
specialty  of  feeding  cattle  for  the  market,  and  he  has  met  with  more  than  mod¬ 
erate  success  in  his  ventures.  He  has  added  to  his  original  tract  and  now  owns 
one-half  of  the  section  on  which  he  lives.  He  has  recently  expended  three  thou¬ 
sand  dollars  in  tiling  his  land,  his  fences  are  good  and  although  his  barn  was 
built  seventeen  years  ago,  it  is  a  commodious  and  substantial  structure.  His 
house,  which  is  now  a  thoroughly  modern  and  comfortable  residence,  contains 
eight  rooms,  but  when  he  first  built  it  thirty  years  ago  it  had  only  six  rooms,  and 
in  1900  he  remodeled  and  enlarged  it.  His  entire  place  has  an  air  of  thrift  and 
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prosperity  and  his  capable  and  competent  supervision  of  details  is  the  secret  of 
his  success. 

In  1899  Mr.  Alf  completed  his  arrangements  for  a  home  of  his  own  by  his 
marriage  to  Miss  Hannah  E.  Carlson,  a  daughter  of  P.  A.  and  Matilda  Carlson, 
natives  of  Sweden.  The  parents  came  to  the  United  States  in  1876  and  located 
in  Knox  county,  Illinois,  where  Mrs.  Alf  was  born  on  the  3d  of  May,  1877.  The 
father  was  a  farmer  up  to  the  time  of  his  death  which  occurred  in  1901  at  the* 
age  of  sixty-nine  years.  The  mother  is  still  living,  although  she  has  now  passed 
the  sixty-seventh  anniversary  of  her  birth  and  makes  her  home  in  Madrid,  Iowa. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Carlson  had  four  children.  Two  daughters  beside  Mrs.  Alf  are 
married  and  have  families,  while  one  child  died  when  small. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Alf  are  members  of  the  Swedish  Mission  church  of  Madrid, 
this  state.  Ever  since  granted  the  right  of  suffrage  Mr.  Alf  has  given  his  sup¬ 
port  to  the  republican  party,  believing  its  policy  of  protection  is  best  adapted 
to  protect  the  interests  of  the  majority.  He  has  never  taken  an  active  part  in 
political  issues,  having  devoted  the  greater  part  of  his  time  and  energy  to  the 
development  of  his  private  interests.  Nevertheless  he  can  be  found  at  the  polls 
on  election  day,  fulfilling  the  requirements  of  good  citizenship  by  casting  a  vote 
for  those  candidates  he  feels  are  best  qualified  for  the  offices  to  which  they  have 
been  nominated.  During  the  long  period  of  his  residence  in  Madison  township 
Mr.  Alf  has  always  shown  himself  to  be  a  man  of  good  business  ability  and 
sound  integrity,  and  those  who  know  him  feel  his  success  is  due  to  well  directed 
and  honest  effort  and  pay  him  the  respect  accorded  such  men. 


HERMAN  RAAZ. 

Among  the  well  known  and  successful  men  of  Valley  Junction,  now  retired 
from  active  business  is  Herman  Raaz,  who  was  born  in  Elmira,  New  York,  on 
the  3d  of  September,  1858,  a  son  of  Christian  and  Susan  Raaz,  also  natives  of 
the  Empire  state.  The  father  was  a  general  contractor  and  followed  that  busi¬ 
ness  in  New  York  up  to  the  time  of  his  death  in  1876.  After  the  death  of  her 
husband,  the  mother  removed  to  Iowa  and  made  her  home  with  her  son  Herman 
at  Valley  Junction  and  her  other  children  living  in  the  state.  She  passed  away 
on  her  farm  in  Greene  county,  this  state,  in  1902. 

Herman  Raaz  was  reared  in  Elmira,  New  York,  and  acquired  his  education 
in  the  public  schools.  He  remained  a  member  of  his  father’s  household  until 
he  had  reached  the  age  of  twenty  years,  at  which  time  he  decided  to  come  west, 
believing,  with  Horace  Greeley,  that  better  opportunities  were  afforded  here. 
In  1880  he  located  in  Jefferson,  Iowa,  and  engaged  in  cigar-making  for  two 
years,  after  which  he  removed  to  Rockwell  City,  this  state.  He  opened  a  cloth¬ 
ing  and  men’s  furnishing  goods  store  in  the  latter  place,  which  he  conducted 
until  1886.  After  disposing  of  this  he  removed  to  Rippey,  Greene  county,  and 
engaged  in  the  millinery  and  ladies’  furnishing  goods  business  and  also  worked 
in  the  bank  there.  At  the  end  of  two  years  he  removed  his  stock  to  Centerville 
and  after  remaining  there  a  similar  length  of  time  he  sold  his  business  and 
returned  to  Rippey,  where  he  again  engaged  in  banking.  Three  years  later  he 
went  to  Valley  Junction  and  organized  the  First  Valley  Junction  Bank,  and  con¬ 
ducted  the  same  as  a  private  institution  for  about  fifteen  years,  when  it  was 
reorganized  and  operated  under  the  name  of  the  First  Valley  Junction  Savings 
Bank  until  June,  1910.  He  then  disposed  of  it  to  John  A.  Cavanaugh,  who  is 
the  present  manager.  Mr.  Raaz  continues  to  be  identified  with  the  bank  as  a 
director  and  stockholder,  and  at  the  same  time  he  has  the  supervision  of  the 
Farmers  Savings  Bank  of  Runnells,  Iowa.  He  has  an  office  in  the  Raaz  build¬ 
ing  and  is  now  devoting  almost  his  entire  time  to  the  management  of  his  own 
voi.  n— 55 
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property.  In  addition  to  his  beautiful  residence  on  Fifth  street  he  has  extensive 
interests  in  both  city  and  country  real  estate. 

It  was  on  the  6th  of  August,  1883,  that  Mr.  Raaz  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Miss  Anna  E.  Craig,  a  daughter  of  Sinnett  and  Harriet  (Lynn)  Craig.  The 
parents  were  natives  of  Scotland  but  emigrated  to  the  United  States  and  located 
on  a  farm  near  Canton,  Fulton  county,  Illinois,  in  the  pioneer  days.  The  land 
was  unbroken  and  unimproved  prairie,  which  Mr.  Craig  cleared,  and  by  close 
application  and  industry  brought  it  to  a  high  state  of  cultivation.  They  lived 
in  Illinois  for  many  years  and  in  1874  sold  their  property  and  removed  to  Iowa, 
settling  on  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land  near  Mitchellville,  this 
county.  This  farm  he  also  improved  and  thoroughly  cultivated  and  at  the  time 
of  his  death  in  1885  it  was  one  of  the  valuable  properties  of  the  county.  Mrs. 
Craig  is  still  living  and  although  she  has  passed  the  eightieth  milestone  on  life’s 
journey  she  retains  full  possession  of  her  faculties  and  is  in  perfect  health. 
She  makes  her  home  in  Rippey.  The  married  life  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Raaz  has 
been  quite  unusual  in  some  respects  but  none  the  less  beautiful,  for  she  has 
always  been  associated  with  him  in  his  business  and  has  proven  to  be  a  most 
competent  and  capable  partner.  She  is  a  woman  with  more  than  a  local  reputa¬ 
tion  for  her  business  qualifications  and  at  the  time  of  their  retirement  from  the 
bank  the  following  article  appeared  in  the  Des  Moines  Register  and  Leader: 
“When  President  Herman  Raaz  of  the  First  Valley  Junction  Savings  Bank 
disposed  of  the  property  to  John  Cavanaugh  Wednesday  and  retired,  the  sale 
eliminated  from  banking  activities  in  Polk  county  and  central  Iowa  the  only 
woman  who  has  discharged  the  duties  of  cashier  of  an  institution  of  this  kind. 
The  bank  was  established  June  29,  1893,  seventeen  years  to  a  day  from  the 
time  Mr.  Raaz  sold  to  Mr.  Cavanaugh.  For  fifteen  years  and  a  half,  the  entire 
time  the  bank  was  privately  conducted,  Mrs.  A.  E.  Raaz,  his  wife,  was  cashier, 
and  after  its  incorporation  one  and  a  half  years  ago,  she  continued  in  that 
capacity  until  the  bank  changed  ownership,  making  a  record  as  a.  banker,  per¬ 
haps,  held  by  no  other  woman  in  the  state.  It  is  said  of  Mrs.  Raaz  that  she 
was  quite  familiar  with  the  signatures  of  every  business  man  and  nearly  all 
the  men  employed  in  the  shops  at  Valley  Junction  to  the  extent  that  she  never 
cashed  a  check  upon  which  the  signature  was  not  genuine.  She  was  an  adept 
at  counting  and  paying  out  money,  so  much  so,  indeed,  that  it  was  sometimes 
suggested  that  she  would  have  made  a  first  class  ticket  seller  and  cashier  for  a 
great  show.  Mrs.  Raaz  has  a  remarkable  recollection  for  faces,  and  it  is  said 
of  her  that  there  are  few  residents  of  Valley  Junction  who  were  not  known  to 
her  personally  or  by  sight.  There  are  several  women  bankers  in  Iowa,  but  it 
is  believed  that  Mrs.  Raaz  out  ranks  all  of  them  in  seniority.  The  First  Valley 
Junction  Savings  Bank  was  established  by  Herman  Raaz  before  the  erection  of 
the  Rock  Island  shops  at  that  point,  and  at  a  time  when  the  promise  it  made 
to  the  ear  of  finance  could  easily  have  been  broken  to  the  hope.  The  location 
of  the  shops  there  eighteen  years  ago  gave  the  town  great  impetus  and  the 
expectations  placed  in  the  future  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Raaz  was  more  than  realized 
and  it  is  said  that  they  retire  with  a  well  earned  and  comfortable  competence.” 
Despite  her  long  association  with  the  world  of  finance  and  the  demands  made 
upon  her  time  and  strength  by  her  position  in  the  bank,  Mrs.  Raaz  has  lost 
none  of  her  womanliness  and  takes  great  delight  in  the  appointments  of  her 
home,  over  which  she  most  graciously  presides  in  the  dispensation  of  its  hos¬ 
pitality  to  her  many  friends. 

Mr.  Raaz  has  always  taken  an  active  interest  in  all  political  matters,  particu¬ 
larly  those  of  the  municipality,  and  has  at  all  times  given  his  support  to  the 
candidates  of  the  democratic  party.  For  fourteen  years  he  was  treasurer  of 
the  school  district  and  was  also  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  independent  school 
district  of  Valley  Junction.  He  is  a  member  of  the  German  Lutheran  church 
and  has  been  prominently  connected  with  several  fraternal  organizations.  He 
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has  attained  high  rank  in  the  Masonic  order,  having  passed  through  thirty-two 
degrees  of  the  Scottish  Rite.  He  is  now  a  Knight  Templar  and  also  a  member 
of  the  Mystic  Shrine,  besides  which  he  holds  membership  in  the  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and  the  Benevolent  Protective  Order  of  Elks. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Raaz  have  been  closely  identified  with  the  business  and  social 
life  of  Valley  Junction  for  a  period  of  nearly  twenty  years,  and  during  that 
time  they  have  shown  themselves  to  be  citizens  who  would  be  an  acquisition  to 
any  community.  They  have  retired  with  a  comfortable  competence  but  it  has 
been  acquired  in  a  manner  above  question  or  reproach,  and  there  are  none  but 
feel  that  the  ease  and  comfort  they  now  enjoy  has  been  purchased  by  hard  work 
and  the  faithful  discharge  of  duties. 


ROBERT  TURNER. 

A  study  of  the  lives  of  the  successful  men  in  any  community  invariably 
results  in  the  conclusion  that  energy  and  industry  when  sustained  by  perseverance 
and  determination  enable  their  possessor  to  attain  the  goal  to  which  he  aspires. 
One  of  the  most  notable  proofs  of  this  in  Des  Moines  is  to  be  found  in  the 
career  of  Robert  Turner,  the  president  of  the  Iowa  Boiler  Works,  who  proved 
himself  able  to  conquer  the  commercial  world,  his  business  power  being  evi¬ 
denced  by  the  fact  that  he  established  and  placed  upon  a  substantial  basis  one 
of  the  first  boiler  works  of  the  state. 

He  was  born  at  Burnt  Island,  in  Fifeshire,  Scotland,  on  the  21st  of  Novem¬ 
ber,  1850,  a  son  of  Robert  and  Margaret  (White)  Turner.  The  father  was 
the  seventh  generation  bearing  that  name  and  was  born  in  1816  upon  the  farm 
in  Fifeshire  which  had  been  presented  to  the  first  Robert  Turner  by  the  Duke 
of  Bucclench  for  valor  in  the  early  wars  of  the  Highlands.  He  was  the  eldest 
son  of  Robert  and  Isabella  (Cowan)  Turner,  and  for  his  wife  chose  Miss 
Margaret  White,  a  daughter  of  John  White,  a  well  known  veterinary  surgeon 
of  Fifeshire.  She  was  also  born  in  1816  and  passed  away  in  1876,  having 
survived  her  husband  fifteen  years,  his  demise  occurring  in  1861. 

The  boyhood  of  Robert  Turner  contained  little  of  the  joy  and  happiness 
which  is  considered  to  be  the  heritage  of  every  child.  He  was  given  the  advan¬ 
tages  of  but  limited  schooling,  but  being  an  ambitious,  hard  working  youth,  he 
later  acquired  a  very  good  education  through  his  own  efforts.  Being  the  eldest 
of  the  family,  at  the  age  of  ten  he  was  compelled  to  lay  aside  his  text-books 
and  go  to  work,  adding  his  meager  earnings  to  the  income  which  but  inade¬ 
quately  provided  for  their  needs.  At  the  age  of  thirteen  years  he  went  to 
Kinghorn,  Scotland,  to  become  an  apprentice  in  the  shipyards  of  John  Key  & 
Sons.  Having  completed  his  period  of  service  in  five  years  he  was  given  a 
certificate  bearing  the  date  of  July,  1870,  and  the  signature  of  his  employer, 
which  he  retained  until  the  time  of  his  death.  He  spent  the  following  three 
years  in  the  shipyards  in  the  north  of  England,  and  then  entered  the  employ  of 
William  Arnott  &  Company,  marine  boiler-makers,  where  he  remained  until 
September,  1875.  For  six  years  thereafter  Mr.  Turner  worked  at  his  trade, 
during  which  period  by  means  of  the  thrift  and  careful  management  which 
characterized  his  nationality  he  acquired  a  limited  capital.  Having  become 
convinced  that  better  opportunities  awaited  him  in  America,  he  took  passage 
for  the  United  States,  landing  in  this  country  on  the  nth  of  April,  1881.  On 
the  15th  of  the  same  month  he  arrived  in  Des  Moines  and  the  following  day 
bought  out  the  business  which  he  continued  to  conduct  until  his  demise.  It 
was  a  very  small  enterprise  at  that  time  but  under  his  capable  supervision  and 
competent  business  methods  it  developed  into  one  of  the  largest  boiler  manu¬ 
facturing  plants  in  Des  Moines.  In  this  venture  he  met  with  success  which 
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must  be  attributed  to  his  thorough  understanding  of  his  trade,  honorable  busi¬ 
ness  methods  and  well  directed  effort. 

In  Fifeshire,  Scotland,  on  the  21st  of  May,  1875,  Mr.  Turner  was  united  m 
marriage  to  Miss  Anne  Brownlee.  Eight  children  were  born  of  this  union: 
Robert,  whose  birth  occurred  on  the  23d  of  February,  1876,  married  Marie 
Camp  and  has  one  child,  Fred,  who  was  born  in  1905.  Margaret  B.  was  born 
on  the  6th  of  November,  1877,  and  married  John  Snure,  by  whom  she  had 
three  children,  Annie  T.,  John  T.  and  Jean  T.  William,  born  on  the  22d  of 
February,  1880,  died  in  May  of  the  same  year.  John,  born  in  Des  Moines  on 
the  4th  of  June,  1881,  died  in  the  Philippines  on  the  13th  of  April,  1898,  when 
engaged  in  the  government  service.  David  W.,  who  was  born  in  this  city  on 
the  7th  of  June,  1883,  and  married  Mildred  Nornan,  was  in  his  father’s  employ. 
Annie,  also*  a  native  of  Des  Moines,  is  engaged  in  the  millinery  business.  James 
Kenneth  is  interested  in  the  lumber  business.  The  youngest  member  of  the 
family,  Lillie  Burnside,  was  born  on  the  30th  of  May,  1892,  and  is  attending 

college. 

Mr.  Turner  was  very  proud  of  his  family,  all  of  whom  have  become  self- 
supporting  and  responsible  members  of  society.  They  affiliate  with  the  Presby¬ 
terian  and  Episcopal  churches  and  Mr.  Turner  was  a  member  of  the  Masonic 
fraternity,  his  identification  being  with  Dunearn  Lodge,  No.  400,  of  Scotland, 
and  Capital  Lodge,  of  Des  Moines.  He  also  belonged  to  the  Modern  Woodmen 
of  America  and  was  chairman  and  a  leading  member  of  the  Robert  Burns 
annual  birthday  celebration.  He  was  very  fond  of  athletics  and  all  outdoor 
sports,  and  took  a  deep  interest  in  them.  His  political  allegiance  was  given  to 
the  republican  party,  but  office  holding  never  had  attraction  for  him  as  he 
preferred  to  concentrate  his  energies  upon  the  business  pursuits  which  long 
claimed  his  attention. 

The  death  of  Mr.  Turner  occurred  on  the  14th  of  August,  1911,  when  he 
was  in  the  sixtieth  year  of  his  age,  terminating  an  illness  that  had  lasted  for 
several  weeks.  His  passing  brought  a  sense  of  personal  loss  to  many  with 
whom  he  had  been  associated  in  business  as  well  as  in  social  life.  Fie  was  in 
the  truest  sense  of  the  term  a  self-made  man,  having  risen  from  an  obscure 
position  in  his  native  land  to  one  of  comfort  and  ease  in  this  country  through 
his  own  persistent  efforts,  intelligently  directed.  _  The  respect  which  he  was 
universally  accorded  was  the  well  merited  recognition  of  his  worth. 


JOHN  L.  WRIGHT. 

Widely  and  favorably  known,  John  L.  Wright  occupies  a  prominent  position 
in  social  circles  in  Des  Moines,  formerly  conducting  a  haberdashery  store,  while 
at  the  present  time  he  is  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  shirts  and  underwear. 
He  was  born  August  6,  1858,  in  Newark,  Ohio,  and  is  descended  from  Edwin  C. 
Wright,  who  became  a  resident  of  Massachusetts  in  an  early  day  and  belonged 
to  the  band  of  Puritans.  His  father,  Spencer  J.  Wright,  was  born  February  4, 
1829,  in  Granville,  Ohio,  and  died  in  Lancaster,  Ohio,  February-  26,  1902.  For 
many  years  he  was  a  well  known  pioneer  but  at  the  time  of  his  death  had  retired 
from  business.  In  early  manhood  he  had  wedded  Sarah  L.-  Lang,  who  was  born 
in -New  Hampshire,  June  5,  1823,  and  died  in  Lancaster,  Ohio,  May  17,  1905* 

John  L.  Wright  acquired  a  public-school  education,  after  which  he  entered 
the  First  National  Bank,  of  Newark,  Ohio,  thus  receiving  his  business  training. 
He  spent  seven  years  in  that  institution  and  in  1882  came  to  Des  Moines,  where 
he  invested  his  capital  in  a  stock  of  hats  and  haberdashery,  opening  a  store  at 
No.  215  Fifth  street.  Later  he  removed  to  the  Kirkwood  House,  at  No.  204 
Walnut  street,  where  he  remained  from  1883  until  1904.  He  then  turned  his 
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attention  to  his  present  business,  beginning  the  manufacture  of  shirts  and  under¬ 
wear  at  No.  201  Century  building.  He  has  become  very  well  known  in  Des 
Moines  and  elsewhere,  a  large  percentage  of  his  trade  being  drawn  from  outside 
sources.  He  now  employs  a  number  of  people  in  the  conduct  of  the  business 
and  finds  a  ready  sale  for  his  output.  He  is  a  man  of  determined  purpose,  carry¬ 
ing  forward  to  successful  completion  whatever  he  undertakes. 

On  the  15th  of  October,  1885,  Mr.  Wright  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Anna  Chambers,  of  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania,  who  was  born  in  Bogota,  South 
America,  December  24,  1864,  and  died  in  Des  Moines,  May  21,  1909.  Her  par¬ 
ents  were  Dr.  William  and  Martha  J.  Chambers.  Her  father  was  a  well  known 
dentist  in  the  American  colony  of  Bogota  and  died  in  Los  Angeles,  California, 
in  1903.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wright  became  the  parents  of  one  son,  Spencer  C.,  who 
was  born  September  24,  1893,  and  is  pursuing  a  general  high-school  course  in 
Des  Moines. 

Mr.  Wright  is  a  member  of  the  Country  and  Hyperion  Clubs  and  has  many 
friends  in  their  membership.  He  is  well  known  in  golf  and  athletic  circles 
and  is  an  enthusiastic  advocate  of  golf.  In  fact  he  is  fond  of  all  manly  outdoor 
sports  and  exercises  and  finds  delight  in  society  as  well  as  in  literature  and  art. 
A  constantly  broadening  mind  and  social  disposition  have  rendered  him  popular 
and  he  is  well  known  among  the  best  and  most  influential  people  of  Des  Moines, 
who  entertain  for  him  warm  personal  regard,  which  is  always  given  genuine 
worth. 


SILAS  PHELPS  OLDFIELD. 

Silas  Phelps  Oldfield,  president  of  the  Citizens  State  Bank  of  Mitchellville, 
comes  of  a  family  which  is  well  known  in  Polk  county  and  is  one  of  the  most 
prominent  citizens  of  Mitchellville.  When  the  country  was  in  danger  he  per¬ 
formed  his  duty  on  the  field  of  battle  and  in  business  and  private  life  he  has 
maintained  a  standard  which  has  made  his  name  respected  throughout  a  wide 
section  of  the  state. 

He  was  born  in  Richland  county,  Ohio,  May  23,  1844,  a  son  of  Richard  and 
Elmina  (Phelps)  Oldfield.  The  father  was  born  in  New  York  in  1801  and 
the  mother  in  New  Hampshire  in  1805.  Richard  Oldfield  grew  to  manhood  in 
Pickaway  county,  Ohio,  and  then  took  up  his  residence  in  Richland  county, 
where  he  was  married  to  Miss  Elmina  Phelps.  He  became  prominent  as  a 
farmer  and  so  continued  until  his  death  which  occurred  in  1873.  He  was  an  old 
time  whig  in  politics  and  upon  the  organization  of  the  republican  party  became 
a  supporter  of  its  principles.  He  held  a  number  of  local  official  positions  and 

I  was  for  many  years  a  leader  in  his  county.  The  paternal  side  of  the  family  was 
of  Scotch-Irish  and  the  maternal  side  of  English  ancestry. 

There  were  eleven  children  in  the  family  of  Richard  and  Elmina  Oldfield, 
namely:  David  P.,  of  Mitchellville,  a  record  of  whom  appears  elsewhere  in 
this  work;  Annie,  now  the  wife  of  Lyman  Andrews,  of  Bellville,  Ohio;  Matilda, 
now  Mrs.  Daniel  Garber;  James  T.,  who  served  in  the  Civil  war  and  later  died 
in  Ohio ;  Cordelia,  the  wife  of  Daniel  Loose,  of  Butler,  Ohio ;  Reuben,  who  died 
in  Ohio  at  the  age  of  seventeen  years ;  Elizabeth,  who  married  a  Mr.  Sappington 
and  is  now  living  with  her  children;  Martha,  who  married  Jasper  Gaddis,  of 
Butler,  Ohio ;  William,  who  served  in  the  Thirty-second  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry 
and  is  now  deceased,  being  buried  in  the  National  cemetery  near  Marietta, 
Georgia;  Silas  Phelps  and  Mary,  twins,  the  former  of  whom  is  the  subject  of 
this  review,  while  the  latter  is  the  wife  of  Aaron  B.  Leedy,  of  Richland  county, 
Ohio. 

Silas  P.  Oldfield  received  his  education  in  the  district  schools  of  Richland 
county.  He  remained  upon  the  home  farm  until  eighteen  years  of  age  and 
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then,  in  1862,  in  response  to  the  call  of  President  Lincoln,  enlisted  as  a  private 
in  Company  E,  One  Hundred  and  Second  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry.  He  par¬ 
ticipated  in  a  number  of  engagements  and  was  present  at  the  battle  of  Nash¬ 
ville  and  also  during  the  Atlanta  campaign.  At  the  end  of  three  years’  faithful 
service  he  received  his  honorable  discharge  in  July,  1865,  and  returned  home, 
where  he  resumed  farming.  In  1870  he  removed  with  his  family  to  Elmwood, 
Peoria  county,  Illinois,  and  for  six  years  was  identified  with  the  railroad  hotel 
business.  He  then  sold  out  and  went  sight-seeing  with  his  wife,  visiting  the 
battlefields  in  the  south  and  points  of  interest  in  the  east,  including  the  Centennial 
Exposition  at  Philadelphia.  In  January,  1877,  he  arrived  at  Mitchellville,  Polk 
county,  Iowa,  and  purchased  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land  on  section  9, 
Beaver  township,  which  he  cultivated  successfully  until  1891.  He  then  entered 
the  service  of  the  Ohio  Cultivator  Company  at  Bellevue,  Ohio,  and  traveled 
for  this  firm  as  state  agent  for  twelve  years.  In  1903  he  retired  from  the  road, 
disposed  of  his  farm  and  settled  at  Mitchellville,  two  years  later  accepting  his 
present  position  as  president  of  the  Citizens  State  Bank. 

On  the  3d  of  February,  1867,  Mr.  Oldfield  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Samantha  Traxler,  a  daughter  of  Philip  and  Prudence  Traxler,  of  New  York 
state.  His  wife  died  in  1903  and  in  1905  Mr.  Oldfield  was  married  to  Jessie 
Rae,  a  native  of  Scotland.  She  is  a  lady  of  many  attractive  characteristics  and 
is  prominent  in  the  social  circles  of  Mitchellville. 

Mr.  Oldfield  was  made  a  Mason  at  Bellville,  Ohio,  in  1866  and  is  past  master 
of  that  lodge.  He  is  now  a  member  of  Crystal  Lodge,  No.  313,  A.  F.  &  A.  M., 
of  Mitchellville,  and  also  holds  membership  in  the  chapter  at  Colfax.  By 
virtue  of  having  been  a  soldier  for  the  Union,  he  is  a  valued  member  of  Warr 
Post,  No.  17,  G.  A.  R.,  of  Mitchellville.  He  has  been  a  prominent  worker  in 
fraternal  organizations  and  was  one  of  ten  leading  members  of  the  Farmers 
Alliance  who  were  selected  to  revise  and  amend  the  by-laws  of  the  organiza¬ 
tion.  Politically  he  gives  his  support  to  the  republican  party.  He  has  at 
various  times  assisted  materially  at  county  and  state  conventions  in  promoting 
its  success  and  in  1878  was  nominated  for  the  Iowa  house  of  representatives 
against  Albert  B.  Cummins,  now  United  States  senator  from  Iowa.  Mr.  Old¬ 
field  spends  his  summers  at  his  cottage  at  Lake  Okoboji,  where  he  is  a  member 
of  the  Okoboji  Protective  Association,  of  which  he  is  a  director,  and  he  also  takes 
great  pleasure  in  his  new  automobile,  in  which  he  takes  frequent  trips.  Thor¬ 
oughly  competent  in  business  affairs,  he  has  attained  a  gratifying  degree  of 
success  and  as  the  evening  of  life  approaches  he  enjoys  the  rewards  of  many 
years  of  wisely  directed  effort  and  also  the  sincere  respect  of  a  large  and  growing 
circle  of  friends. 


FREDERICK  CHRISTIAN  HECICMANN. 

Jefferson  township,  Polk  county,  numbers  among  her  citizens  many  success¬ 
ful  and  enterprising  agriculturists  and  among  them  must  be  numbered  Frederick 
Christian  Heckmann.  He  was  born  in  Germany  in  May,  1851,  and  is  a  son  of 
George  and  Dora  (Knerrem)  Heckmann,  who  spent  their  entire  lives  in  that 
country  where  the  father  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits. 

The  first  sixteen  years  of  the  life  of  Frederick  C.  Heckmann  were  spent  in 
the  fatherland,  in  whose  common  schools  he  acquired  his  education.  At  the 
expiration  of  that  time,  in  1867,  he  determined  to  become  a  citizen  of  the  United 
States,  believing  that  he  would  find  better  opportunities  for  advancement  here 
than  were  afforded  in  his  native  land,  so  he  took  passage  for  America.  Upon 
his  arrival  in  this  country  he  made  his  way  westward  to  Polk  county,  Iowa, 
where  he  worked  as  a  farm  hand  for  ten  years,  during  which  time  he  carefully 
set  aside  a  portion  of  his  meager  wages  until  he  had  acquired  enough  to  enable 
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him  to  farm  as  a  renter.  He  leased  a  farm  in  Keokuk  county,  which  he  culti¬ 
vated  for  three  years,  and  then  returned  to  Polk  county,  where  he  again  rented 
for  three  years.  In  1883  he  bought  eighty  acres  of  land  in  Lincoln  township 
for  seven  hundred  dollars  and  after  improving  and  cultivating  that  place  for 
four  years  he  sold  it  for  fourteen  hundred  dollars.  He  subsequently  came  to 
Jefferson  township,  where  he  bought  one  hundred  acres  of  land,  which  he  has 
improved  almost  beyond  recognition  during  the  period  of  his  residence.  He 
has  since  acquired  an  additional  eighty  acres,  making  his  holdings  one  hundred 
and  eighty  acres,  all  in  that  township.  Mr.  Heckmann  had  the  misfortune  to 
be  one  of  the  sufferers  from  the  cyclone  which  swept  through  his  section  of  the 
county  in  1890,  at  which  time  all  of  his  buildings  were  destroyed  and  his  house¬ 
hold  effects  and  farming  implements  scattered  broadcast,  a  picture  which  hung 
in  his  home  being  found  eight  miles  distant.  He  engages  in  general  farming, 
in  addition  to  which  he  raises  about  one  hundred  head  of  hogs  per  year  and 
keeps  about  twenty  cattle  and  twelve  head  of  horses.  He  has  met  with  more 
than  average  success  in  his  business  and  in  addition  to  his  fine  homestead  owns 
a  nice  residence  property  in  Des  Moines. 

Mr.  Heckmann  was  united  in  marriage  on. the  28th  of  February,  1878,  to 
Miss  Barbara  Abel,  a  daughter  of  George  Henry  and  Elizabeth  Abel,  natives 
of  Germany,  from  which  country  they  emigrated  to  the  United  States,  locating 
in  Keokuk  county,  Iowa,  in  a  very  early  day.  They  acquired  a  farm  there,  in 
the  cultivation  of  which  the  father  was  engaged  at  the  time  of  his  death.  Three 
children  were  born  unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Heckmann,  as  follows  :  George  Henry, 
who  is  a  farmer  in  Jefferson  township;  Jelana  Belle,  who  is  at  home;  and  Emma 
Dora,  who  married  C.  E.  Page  but  resides  with  her  father.  The  wife  and  mother 
passed  away  on  the  2d  of  January,  1898,  after  an  illness  of  about  two  years. 

The  daughters  are  affiliated  with  the  Christian  and  Methodist  Episcopal 
churches.  Mr.  Heckmann  gives  his  political  support  to  the  prohibition  party, 
thus  voicing  his  views  on  the  temperance  question.  He  has  never  actively  par¬ 
ticipated  in  township  affairs  but  has  served  as  a  member  of  the  school  board  in 
Jefferson  township.  To  Mr.  Heckmann  much  credit  should  be  given  for  hav¬ 
ing  attained  the  position  he  holds  among  the  agriculturists  of  Polk  county,  as 
he  came  to  this  country  with  practically  no  capital  and  at  an  age  when  the 
majority  of  youths  are  practically  dependent  upon  their  parents  for  support.  He 
knew  little  about  the  language  and  less  regarding  the  customs  of  the  country 
but  his  seemingly  inexhaustible  supply  of  energy  and  determination  enabled 
him  to  forge  ahead  until  he  is  today  known  as  one  of  the  substantial  farmers 
of  his  community. 


NATHAN  WARE. 

Nathan  Ware,  who  was  a  well  known  farmer  of  Camp  township  and  one 
whose  labors  met  with  deserved  success  died  on  the  25th  of  June,  1911.  He 
was  a  native  of  Indiana,  born  February  14,  1842,  a  son  of  Joshua  and  Eliza 
Jane  (Fisher)  Ware.  The  father  was  born  in  Kentucky  and  the  mother  in  In¬ 
diana.  Joshua  Ware  came  to  Iowa  with  his  family  in  1848  and  after  farming 
on  rented  land  in  Mahaska  county  removed  to  Monroe  and  purchased  land, 
which  he  improved  and  sold  at  the  end  of  two  years.  He  then  returned  to  Ma¬ 
haska  county  and  bought  another  farm,  which  he  also  sold,  then  taking  up  his 
residence  on  a  farm  in  Poweshiek  county.  After  three  years  he  disposed  of 
that  place  and  bought  a  farm  in  Madison  county,  upon  which  he  and  his  family 
lived  for  five  years.  He  then  sold  out  and  removed  to  Des  Moines,  continuing 
there  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  April,  1863.  His  wife  survived  him 
twenty-six  years,  passing  away  in  1889. 
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Nathan  Ware  accompanied  his  father  on  his  various  removals  and  received 
his  early  education  in  the  district  schools  of  this  state.  He  continued  with  his 
father  until  twenty-two  years  of  age  and  then  went  to  work  as  a  teamster  in 
Des  Moines.  There  being  no  railroad  in  those  days,  he  hauled  freight  across 
the  country  from  Grinnell,  Ottumwa  and  Oskaloosa  to  Des  Moines  and  con¬ 
tinued  in  that  business  for  two  years.  He  then  rented  a  farm  in  Delaware 
township,  Polk  county,  which  he  cultivated  to  good  advantage  for  ten  years,  and 
at  the  end  of  that  time  he  purchased  a  small  place  near  Adel  in  Dallas  county. 
After  three  years  he  disposed  of  that  property  and  spent  one  year  in  Kansas. 
He  then  returned  to  Marion  county,  Iowa,  and  cultivated  land  which  he  pur¬ 
chased  for  two  years,  but  was  once  more  attracted  to  Polk  county  and  came  to 
Delaware  township,  where  he  rented  land  for  five  years.  He  next  removed  to 
Camp  township,  renting  land  for  five  years  longer  and  then,  having  acquired 
sufficient  capital,  he  purchased  one  hundred  and  eighteen  acres  of  good  land, 
which  he  developed  into  a  highly  productive  farm. 

On  the  14th  of  March,  1865,  Mr.  Ware  was  married  to  Miss  Sarah  Coffeen, 
a  daughter  of  John  and  Anna  (St.  John)  Coffeen,  both  of  whom  were  born  in 
Ohio.  Mr.  Coffeen  came  west  to  Des  Moines  and  later  resided  for  about  two 
years  in  Oskaloosa.  He  returned  to  Des  Moines  but  subsequently  went  to  Illi¬ 
nois  and  purchased  a  farm,  upon  which  he  established  his  home.  He  died  in 
1858,  his  wife  having  passed  away  ten  years  earlier.  Ten  children  were  born  to 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ware,  namely :  Anna,  who  is  married  and  lives  in  Des  Moines ; 
Emery,  a  farmer  of  Camp  township;  Viola,  who  died  in  1871;  Eldora,  who 
married  J.  M.  Beck  and  lives  at  Des  Moines;  Frank,  who  died  in  1895;  Ida, 
who  married  C.  C.  Fuller  and  lives  in  Des  Moines;  Charles,  now  engaged  in 
farming  near  Polk  City ;  Ernest,  who  is  farming  near  Ames,  Iowa ;  Cora,  who 
became  the  wife  of  John  Rosborough,  a  farmer  of  Polk  county;  and  Grover, 
who  died  in  1883. 

Air.  Ware  was  a  member  of  the  Church  of  Christ  at  Camp  Center,  his  wife 
also  being  a  member  of  that  organization.  Politically  he  adhered  to  the  demo¬ 
cratic  party,  taking  the  interest  of  a  patriotic  citizen  in  the  success  of  his  party, 
whose  principles  he  believed  to  be  highly  important  in  contributing  to  the  prog¬ 
ress  of  the  republic.  He  was  industrious  and  enterprising  and  made  a  record 
as  a  farmer  and  business  man  of  which  his  family  may  justly  be  proud. 


JOHN  F.  HERROLD. 

One  of  the  model  farms  of  Polk  county  is  the  one  hundred  and  forty  acre 
homestead  of  John  F.  Herrold  in  Jefferson  township.  Mr.  Herrold  was  born 
in  the  township  where  he  now  resides  on  the  5th  of  April,  1872,  and  is  a  son  of 
Joseph  and  Lavina  (Hartman)  Herrold.  The  parents,  who  are  natives  of  In¬ 
diana,  came  to  Iowa  in  pioneer  days,  locating  on  government  land  in  this  county, 
which  Mr.  Herrold  cleared  and  improved  and  has  ever  since  continued  to 
cultivate. 

John  F.  Herrold  remained  a  member  of  the  paternal  household  until  he  was 
twenty-one  years  of  age,  acquiring  his  education  in  the  district  schools  of  the 
locality.  Having  mastered  the  common  branches,  he  laid  aside  his  text-books 
and  assisted  his  father  in  the  work  of  the  farm  until  1893.  He  subsequently 
rented  eighty  acres  of  land,  which  he  cultivated  for  a  time,  but  later  he  rented 
three  hundred  acres,  in  the  operation  of  which  he  continuously  engaged  until 
1909.  In  the  latter  year  he  bought  his  present  place,  which  was  formerly  the 
property  of  his  father-in-law,  W.  A.  Haskell.  This  farm  is  unusually  well 
improved,  many  of  the  buildings  having  been  repaired  or  erected  during  the 
period  of  Mr.  Herrold’s  occupancy.  In  addition  to  his  general  farming  he  is 
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engaged  in  the  dairy  business,  keeping  twenty-five  milch  cows  all  of  the  time. 
He  also  raises  about  fifty  head  of  hogs  annually  and  keeps  four  horses.  An 
advocate  of  modern  agricultural  methods,  everything  about  his  place  is  indicative 
of  excellent  system  and  thorough  supervision. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Herrold  and  Miss  Elizabeth  A.  Haskell,  a  daughter 
of  William  A.  and  Elizabeth  (Aldrich)  Haskell,  was  celebrated  on  the  26th  of 
November,  1896.  Her  father  was  born  in  Madison,  Indiana,  and  her  mother 
in  New  York  state.  They  came  to  Iowa  during  early  days,  locating  in  Indianola, 
where  for  several  years  the  father  was  engaged  in  the  boot  and  shoe  business. 
They  removed  to  Des  Moines  later,  Mr.  Haskell  continuing  to  be  identified  with 
the  same  business  until  he  bought  his  farm  in  Jefferson  township,  following 
which  he  withdrew  from  commercial  pursuits  and  engaged  in  farming  until 
1909,  when  he  sold  his  property  to  Mr.  Herrold.  Subsequently  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Haskell  removed  to  Granger,  Dallas  county,  where  they  are  now  living  retired. 
To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Herrold  have  been  born  five  children,  only  four  of  whom  are 
living,  Joseph,  the  youngest  member  of  the  family,  having  passed  away  in  1907. 
The  others  are  as  follows :  Birdie  H.,  who  is  thirteen  years  of  age ;  Daisy  M., 
aged  twelve ;  Winnie  M.,  who  is  nine ;  and  Willie  H.,  now  six. 

The  political  views  of  Mr.  Herrold  coincide  with  the  principles  of  the  republic 
can  party,  for  whose  candidates  he  casts  his  ballot,  his  only  official  position, 
however,  has  been  that  of  school  director.  Both  he  and  his  wife  are  members 
of  the  Christian  church,  in  accordance  with  the  principles  of  which  they  have 
ever  striven  to  mold  their  lives.  A  man  of  progressive  ideas  and  high  principles, 
Mr.  Herrold  is  highly  regarded  as  a  business  man  and  citizen  in  the  community 
where  he  resides  and  has  always  been  known. 


JOHN  EDMUNDSON. 

John  Edmundson,  one  of  the  highly  respected  citizens  of  Mitchellville,  is 
endowed  with  abundant  business  ability  and  by  the  wise  use  of  opportunity  has 
become  one  of  the  reliable  and  successful  citizens  of  the  community.  A  native 
of  Iowa,  he  was  born  in  Keokuk  county,  October  10,  1865,  and  is  a  son  of  John 
and  Ruth  (Heald)  Edmundson.  The  father,  who  was  a  farmer  by  occupation, 
is  now  deceased  but  the  mother  is  still  living  and  has  reached  the  age  of  four 
score  years.  She  continues  to  reside  upon  the  old  home  place  in  Keokuk  county, 
which  her  husband  entered  from  the  government  in  1854. 

Mr.  Edmundson  of  this  review  acquired  his  preliminary  education  in  the 
district  schools  of  his  native  county  and  later  attended  the  Iowa  Business  Col¬ 
lege  of  Des  Moines.  He  was  first  employed  as  a  clerk  in  a  store  in  Dakota  and 
later  was  identified  with  mercantile  interests  at  Oskaloosa,  Iowa.  On  coming 
to  Mitchellville  he  worked  in  a  creamery  for  three  years  and  in  1905  became 
senior  partner  of  the  firm  of  Edmundson  &  Leach,  dealers  in  shelf  and  heavy 
hardware,  furnaces,  plumbing  supplies,  etc.  He  continued  in  that  business  until 
the  1st  of  March,  1911,  when  he  sold  his  interest  in  the  store  and  is  now  giving 
his  attention  to  agricultural  pursuits,  overseeing  the  operation  of  a  farm  of 
eight  hundred  and  eighty  acres  located  in  Jasper  and  Polk  counties.  In  addition 
to  his  other  interests  he  is  a  landowner  in  the  former  county. 

Mr.  Edmundson  has  been  three  times  married  and  has  one  child  by  the  first 
union,  Dallas  K.,  born  November  8,  1891.  In  1898  he  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Miss  Sadie  Pritchard,  a  daughter  of  William  and  Ellen  (Walker)  Pritchard, 
early  settlers  of  this  county.  There  is  also  one  child  by  the  second  union,  Nellie, 
who  was  born  May  29,  1900,  and  is  heir  to  a  two-thirds  interest  in  eight  hun¬ 
dred  acres  of  land  in  Jasper  county.  For  his  third  wife  Mr.  Edmundson 
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married  Mrs.  Jennie  Bell,  by  whom  he  has  one  son,  Clifford,  born  September 
3,  1910. 

In  politics  Mr.  Edmundson  is  independent  and  is  ever  ready  to  extend  his 
aid  to  any  movement  which  he  believes  will  advance  the  public  welfare.  Re¬ 
ligiously  he  is  a  member  of  the  Congregational  church  and  fraternally  is  connected 
with  the  Odd  Fellows.  He  is  a  wide-awake,  energetic  business  man  and 
possesses  the  laudable  ambition  and  firm  purpose  that  are  so  essential  to  per¬ 
manent  success.  During  his  residence  in  Mitchellville  he  has  made  many  acquain¬ 
tances  and  probably  no  other  man  in  the  community  has  more  warm  friends. 


JOHN  GEORGE  KOPF,  Jr. 

One  of  the  successful  agriculturists  of  Washington  township  is  John  George 
Kopf,  Jr.,  who  was  born  in  that  township  on  the  6th  of  November,  1868.  He  is 
a  son  of  John  G.  and  Margaret  (Little)  Kopf,  the  former  a  native  of  Wurtem- 
berg,  Germany,  and  the  latter  of  Ohio.  When  a  youth  of  twenty  the  father  de¬ 
cided  to  put  to  the  test  some  of  the  wonderful  stories  he  had  heard  about  the 
opportunities  which  awaited  young  men  in  America,  and  so  he  took  passage  for 
the  United  States.  He  located  in  Illinois  upon  his  arrival  in  this  country,  and 
there  he  followed  different  occupations  for  two  or  three  years.  At  the  expira¬ 
tion  of  that  time  he  went  to  California,  where  he  prospected  for  a  time,  acquir¬ 
ing  an  interest  in  one  of  the  gold  mines.  Returning  to  the  agricultural  districts, 
he  located  in  Polk  county,  Iowa,  and  purchased  eighty  acres  of  land  in  Wash¬ 
ington  township,  which  he  immediately  set  about  improving  and  operating.  After 
residing  there  about  ten  years  he  sold  his  farm  and  bought  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  in  the  vicinity  of  Farrar.  He  cultivated  this  until  1896,  when  he  retired 
to  Maxwell,  where  he  continues  to  reside,  having  attained  the  venerable  age  of 
seventy-nine.  He  is  the  owner  of  four  hundred  acres  of  land.  Mrs.  Kopf 
passed  away  in  January,  1874,  while  they  were  residing  on  the  old  homestead. 

Reared  on  a  farm,  John  George  Kopf,  Jr.,  attended  the  district  schools  in  the 
vicinity  of  his  home  in  the  acquirement  of  his  education,  and  he  also  pursued  a 
business  course  in  the  Capital  City  Commercial  College  at  Des  Moines.  He 
assisted  his  father  in  the  cultivation  of  the  home  farm  until  he  was  twenty-two 
years  of  age,  thus  obtaining  a  thorough  and  practical  understanding  of  agricul¬ 
tural  methods.  After  leaving  the  parental  home  he  went  to  Wright  county,  Iowa, 
where*  he  farmed  as  a  renter  for  a  year,  following  which  he  returned  to  Wash¬ 
ington  township  and  became  associated  with  his  brother  in  the  operation  of  the 
home  farm.  They  dissolved  partnership  at  the  expiration  of  the  third  year  and 
John  George  Kopf  has  since  continued  alone.  He  is  now  operating  two  hundred 
and  fifty  acres,  which  is  bringing  him  most  gratifying  returns.  He  raises  stock 
in  connection  with  his  general  farming,  placing  about  one  hundred  head  of  hogs 
on  the  market  every  year,  while  he  always  keeps  about  eighty  head  of  cattle  and 
twenty  horses.  Success  has  attended  his  efforts  and  he  owns  a  forty  acre  tract 
near  Farrar  and  eighty  acres  of  timber  land  in  Wisconsin,  in  addition  to  which 
he  had  an  interest  in  a  hardware  business  in  Farrar. 

Mr.  Kopf  was  united  in  marriage  on  the  23d  of  April,  1903,  to  Miss  Melvilla 
Kinny,  a  daughter  of  George  and  Cevilla  (Lint)  Kinny,  both  natives  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania.  Mr.  Kinny,  who  was  a  carpenter  by  trade,  came  to  Iowa  during  the 
’50s  and  later  he  served  as  a  minister  of  the  Dunkard  church  until  his  demise, 
which  occurred  in  1890.  His  wife  still  survives  and  now  makes  her  home  in  Des 
Moines.  By  the  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kopf  there  have  been  born  two  children: 
Kenneth  Clark,  who  is  seven  years  of  age,  and  Eleanor  Blanche,  who  is  two 
years  old. 


MR.  AND  MRS.  JOHN  GEORGE  KOPF 
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Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kopf  affiliate  with  the  Methodist  Protestant  church,  and 
fraternally  he  is  identified  with  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America.  His  political 
allegiance  is  given  to  the  republican  party  and  he  has  served  as  justice  of  the 
peace  and  school  director  of  Washington  township,  in  both  of  which  capacities 
he  has  given  very  creditable  service. 


HENRY  MARTYN  ROLLINS. 

In  the  history  of  those  who<  have  been  factors  in  the  industrial  and  commercial 
development  of  Des  Moines  mention  must  be  made  of  Henry  Martyn  Rollins, 
who  has  been  a  resident  of  this  city  for  more  than  half  a  century,  during  which 
time  he  has  been  prominently  and  successfully  identified  with  some  of  the  leading 
local  enterprises.  He  was  born  in  Lebanon  Center,  Maine,  on  the  ioth  of 
August,  1841,  a  son  of  Richard  and  Elizabeth  (Hayes)  Rollins,  also  natives  of 
that  state.  He  takes  great  pride  in  his  lineage,  which  can  be  traced  back  in  an 
unbroken  line  to  James  Rawlins  (old  spelling),  who  came  from  England  to 
America  in  1631,  locating  in  Massachusetts,  where  he  continued  to  reside  until 
1644.  In  the  latter  year  the  family  removed  to  New  Hampshire  and  later  to 
Maine,  settling  near  Lebanon  during  the  early  childhood  of  the  grandfather. 

Richard  Rollins,  our  subject’s  father,  was  a  contractor  and  builder,  being 
identified  with  that  business  until  he  removed  to  Des  Moines  in  1857,  following 
which  he  practically  lived  retired.  The  city  contained  but  twenty-five  hundred 
inhabitants  at  that  time  and  the  first  residence  of  the  family  was  situated  on 
Ninth  street.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rollins  were  the  parents  of  seven  children,  five 
of  whom  survive:  John  F.,  who  was  formerly  engaged  in  the  wholesale  paper 
business  in  Des  Moines,  now  living  retired ;  Sarah  E.,  the  widow  of  John  R. 
Rollins,  living  with  a  son  in  this  city;  Fannie  H.,  the  wife  of  B.  H.  Corning, 
a  retired  shoe  manufacturer,  also  a  resident  of  this  city;  Henry  Martyn,  of 
this  review;  and  George  A.,  a  retired  capitalist  of  Chicago.  Two  sons,  Alonzo 
W.  and  William  A.,  are  deceased.  Like  their  parents  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rollins 
both  lived  to  a  ripe  old  age.  The  mother’s  death  occurred  on  the  28th  of  May, 
1882,  at  the  age  of  eighty,  while  her  husband  was  nearly  ninety-six  when  he 
died,  on  the  nth  of  May,  1896. 

Henry  Martyn  Rollins  was  a  youth  of  sixteen  years  when  his  parents  located 
in  Iowa,  so  had  practically  completed  the  course  of  the  public  schools,  but  con¬ 
tinued  to  pursue  his  studies  for  a  time  after  his  arrival  in  Des  Moines.  His 
first  business  venture  was  in  i860,  at  which  time  he  and  his  brother,  John  F., 
established  a  drug  store  at  the  corner  of  Court  avenue  and  Second  street,  which 
they  successfully  conducted  for  three  years.  At  the  expiration  of  that  period 
they,  with  their  brothers  William  and  Alonzo,  engaged  in  the  paper  manufactur¬ 
ing  business,  erecting  a  small  mill  which  they  began  operating.  This  was  a 
most  discouraging  undertaking  and  it  required  their  united  efforts,  sustained 
by  all  the  determination  and  perseverance  they  had  inherited  from  their  Pilgrim 
forefathers,  to  carry  them  through.  The  severe  strain  of  this  nerve-taxing 
ordeal  proved  too  much  for  Henry  Martyn  Rollins,  however,  and  owing  to  the 
state  of  his  health  he  was  forced  to  withdraw  from  the  business  at  the  end  of 
two  years.  Going  to  Chicago  he  obtained  a  position  as  traveling  salesman  with 
Stearns  &  Forsyth,  wholesale  grocers,  remaining  on  the  road  for  two  years. 
At  the  end  of  that  period,  his  health  being  restored,  he  returned  to  Maine  and 
for  two  years  thereafter  was  engaged  with  his  brother  in  the  operation  of  a 
vest  factory  at  Sanford.  Deciding  that  he  preferred  the  west,  he  returned  to 
Chicago  and  became  associated  with  a  brother  in  the  dry-goods  commission 
business  conducted  under  the  firm  name  of  A.  W.  Rollins  &  Company.  They 
continued  in  this  until  the  9th  of  October,  1871,  at  which  time  they  lost  every- 
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thing-  by  the  great  fire  and  Mr.  Rollins  subsequently  returned  to  Des  Moines. 
In  the  following  January  he  embarked  in  the  real-estate  business,  devoting  the 
greater  part  of  his  attention  to  the  erection  and  sale  of  residences  on  speculation. 
He  followed  this  until  1875,  when  he  returned  to  Chicago  to  assume  the  man¬ 
agement  of  the  business  of  A.  W.  Rollins  &  Company,  which  firm  was  well 
established  and  thriving,  having  resumed  activities  shortly  after  the  fire.  Mr. 
Rollins  continued  with  his  brother  for  three  years,  then  again  returned  to  Des 
Moines  and  engaged  in  the  real-estate  business,  dealing  very  largely  in  farm 
lands.  In  the  meantime  he  had  become  largely  interested  in  the  Des  Moines 
Hosiery  Mills,  of  which  company  he  became  president.  On  the  death  of  James 
Callanan  he  was  made  one  of  the  executors  of  his  estate  and  devoted  the  follow¬ 
ing  three  years  to  its  management,  at  the  end  of  which  time  he  resigned  to 
assume  the  active  management  of  the  hosiery  mill  business,  with  which  he  has 
since  been  continuously  identified.  The  greater  part  of  the  stock  is  now  owned 
by  him  and  his  sons,  who  are  associated  with  him  in  the  business,  and  although 
Mr.  Robins  does  not  devote  all  of  his  time  to  the  mills,  now  living  practically 
retired,  they  are  operated  under  his  direction.  The  plant  is  located  at  Twenty- 
eighth  street  and  Dean  avenue  and  running  full  force  gives  employment  to  three 
hundred  people,  besides  which  they  have  eighteen  men  on  the  road,  who  cover 
the  entire  territory  from  Ohio  to  the  Pacific  coast.  They  deal  with  the  retail 
trade  only,  and  the  quality  of  their  goods,  together  with  their  reliable  business 
methods,  has  been  the  means  of  their  securing  an  excellent  patronage.  It  is 
one  of  the  largest  and  most  profitable  enterprises  of  the  city  and  the  scope  of 
its  activities  is  constantly  extending.  A  branch  factory  has  been  established  at 
Boone,  Iowa,  which  gives  employment  to  sixty  people. 

In  Sanford,  Maine,  Mr.  Rollins  met  Miss  Ellen  F.  Tebbets,  whom  he  mar¬ 
ried  on  the  26th  of  April,  1869.  She  is  a  native  of  Lowell,  Massachusetts,  but 
removed  to  Sanford  with  her  parents,  Samuel  D.  and  Elizabeth  Tebbets,  who 
ever  afterward  continued  to  make  that  their  home,  the  father  being  engaged  in 
the  hotel  business.  Two  sons  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rollins:  Harry  T., 
the  vice  president  of  the  Des  Moines  Hosiery  Mills,  who  married  Miss  Glendora 
McCord  and  is  living  at  1701  Arlington  avenue;  and  Ralph  E.,  the  secretary  of 
the  company,  who  resides  with  his  parents.  They  have  a  summer  residence  at 
Okoboji  Lake,  Iowa. 

The  family  attend  the  services  of  the  Plymouth  Congregational  church  and 
Mr.  Rollins  is  a  member  of  the  Grant  Club.  He  has  always  taken  an  active 
and  helpful  interest  in  all  civic  affairs,  as  did  his  father  before  him,  who  was 
an  alderman  during  the  early  history  of  the  city,  in  which  capacity  the  son 
served  in  his  ward  for  three  terms.  The  men  and  measures  of  the  republican 
party  generally  receive  his  support,  as  he  has  ever  been  a  strong  advocate  of 
the  principles  of  that  body,  his  first  vote  being  cast  for  Abraham  Lincoln. 
Characteristic  of  Mr.  Rollins’  public  life  is  the  estimate  of  him  by  a  veteran 
newspaper  writer,  who  for  twenty  years  reported  the  proceedings  of  the  Des 
Moines  city  council.  Though  of  opposite  political  faith,  the  reporter,  who  had 
ample  time  and  opportunity  to  gauge  his  public  record,  once  publicly  stated  that 
Henry  Rollins  was  one  of  the  relatively  few  councilmen  who  had  the  moral 
fiber  and  the  sturdy  honesty  to  decline  the  temptation  of  a  bribe  of  thousands 
of  dollars  as  a  consideration  for  his  support  of  a  measure  then  pending  before 
the  council.  Favorable  action  by  the  body  meant  huge  profits  to  the  corporation 
and  a  fleecing  of  the  people  of  a  corresponding  sum.  Mr.  Rollins  refused  to 
consider  the  proposition  and  the  tempter  turned  his  attentions  to  another  member 
of  the  council — now  dead — with  similar  results.  The  outcome  was  that  the 
would-be  briber  gave  up  the  attempt  to  debauch  the  council,  the  measure  was 
beaten  and  the  citizens  of  Des  Moines  at  this  time,  years  later,  are  reaping  the 
benefits  incident  to  the  unfaltering  loyalty  and  sturdy  integrity  of  Mr.  Rollins 
in  refusing  to  barter  away  for  fifteen  thousand  dollars  the  best  interests  of  the 


CITY  OF  DES  MOINES  AND  POLK  COUNTY 


1143 


citizens..  Though  thrice  a  member  of  the  city  council  and  as  often  the  head  of 
important  committees  that  had  much  to  do  with  awarding  profitable  contracts, 
no  hint  of  stain  ever  attached  to  the  action  of  Mr.  Rollins.  Many  times  since 
he  might  have  attained  to  more  eminent  honors  in  public  affairs  had  he  con¬ 
sented  to  have  accepted  them,  but  upon  his  retirement,  about  ten  years  ago,  he 
steadily  declined  to  reenter  politics.  He  was  a  faithful  public  servant,  is  a 
man  of  capacity  and  a  citizen  who  has  been  faithful  to*  every  trust  reposed  in 
him.  He  has  met  with  success  during  his  career  and  is  now  regarded  as  one 
of  the  affluent  citizens  of  Des  Moines.  In  addition  to  his  interest  in  the  hosiery 
mills  and  various  other  enterprises  he  has  extensive  realty  holdings  and  is  also 
a  stockholder  and  director  in  both  the  Valley  National  Bank  and  the  Iowa  Loan 
&  Trust  Company,  both  of  this  city.  A  self-made  man  in  every  sense  of  the 
word,  he  has  attained  the  position  he  holds  in  the  commercial  and  financial  world 
through  his  own  perseverance  and  unflinching  determination.  His  way  has  been 
won  step  by  step,  although  he  has  met  with  experiences  which  to  many  would 
have  meant  defeat,  but  only  served  to  strengthen  his  purpose,  ultimately  enabling 
him  to  realize  his  ambition.  Although  success  has  rewarded  his  efforts  it  has 
never  been  won  at  the  cost  of  another’s  loss  and  the  regard  and  esteem  which 
he  is  generally  accorded  is  a  worthy  tribute  to  a  well  spent  life. 


JAMES  C.  WITMER. 

One  of  the  well  tilled  and  capably  supervised  farms  of  Polk  county  is  that 
of  James  C.  Witmer,  who  engages  in  general  farming  and  stock-raising  upon 
one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land  in  Webster  township.  He  was  born  in 
Crocker  township,  Polk  county,  on  the  31st  of  July,  1878,  a  son  of  Jacob  E. 
and  Mary  E.  (O’Bleness)  Witmer,  natives  of  Pennsylvania  and  Iowa,  respec¬ 
tively.  The  father,  who  was  a  carpenter  by  trade,  upon  locating  in  Polk 
county  engaged  in  farming.  During  the  first  two  years  of  his  residence  he 
cultivated  rented  land  but  at  the  end  of  that  period  he  bought  one  hundred  acres 
in  Crocker  township,  in  the  cultivation  of  which  he  is  still  engaged. 

The  early  years  of  James  C.  Witmer  did  not  differ  in  particular  from  those 
of  the  majority  of  lads  reared  in  the  more  sparsely  settled  communities.  He 
remained  at  home,  attending  first  the  district  school  and  later  Highland  Park 
College,  where  he  continued  for  three  years.  War  with  Spain  having  been 
declared  at  the  end  of  that  time,  he  enlisted  in  Company  A,  Fifty-first  Iowa 
Volunteers  and  went  to  the  front,  where  he  remained  until  hostilities  ceased. 
Returning  home  at  the  close  of  the  war  he  rented  a  farm,  which  he  cultivated 
for  two  years,  and  during  that  time,  by  careful  management  and  rigid  economy, 
he  acquired  the  means  to  buy  his  present  homestead.  The  place  was  somewhat 
run  down  when  he  purchased  it  but  during  his  ownership  he  has  erected  a  fine 
barn  forty  by  sixty-two  feet  and  other  outbuildings,  while  the  fields  are  now 
under  a  high  state  of  cultivation.  Although  he  is  engaged  in  general  farming, 
Mr.  Witmer  devotes  a  great  deal  of  attention  to  the  breeding  and  raising  of 
stock.  He  usually  keeps  about  one  hundred  head  of  cattle  and  seventeen  horses, 
while  he  raises  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  hogs  for  the  market  each  year. 

On  the  19th  of  December,  1900,  Mr.  Witmer  married  Miss  Edith  Parmenter, 
a  daughter  of  Edward  and  Eliza  (Porter)  Parmenter,  the  father  a  native  of 
New  Hampshire  and  the  mother  of.  Ohio.  Mr.  Parmenter,  who  was  a  black¬ 
smith,  located  in  Des  Moines  in  1854,  where  he  worked  at  his  trade  for  eight 
years,  and  then  settled  upon  a  farm  in  Polk  county,  in  the  operation  of  which 
he  was  engaged  until  he  passed  away  on  the  31st  of  July,  1897.  Mrs.  Par¬ 
menter,  who  is  now  sixty-nine  years  of  age,  makes  her  home  with  her  daughter, 
Mrs.  Witmer.  Three  children  have  come  to  gladden  the  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
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Witmer:  Edward  J.,  born  August  i,  1902;  Roy  I.,  who  was  born  August  1, 
1907;  and  one  who  died  in  infancy. 

The  church  affiliation  of  the  family  is  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  denom¬ 
ination.  Fraternally  Mr.  Witmer  is  identified  with  Lodge  No.  106,  I.  O.  O.  F., 
of  Des  Moines,  and  also  Lodge  No.  109  of  the  Eagles,  of  Des  Moines,  while  he 
maintains  relationship  with  his  war  comrades  by  means  of  membership  in  the 
Spanish-American  War  Veterans.  The  men  and  measures  of  the  republican 
party  are  accorded  Mr.  Witmer’s  political  support,  although  as  he  is  not  an 
aspirant  to  public  honors  or  the  emoluments  of  office  he  does  not  actively  engage 
in  public  affairs.  Progressive  in  his  ideas,  he  is  ever  ready  to  adopt  all  modern 
scientific  methods  advanced  for  the  benefit  of  the  agriculturist  or  stockman  and 
as  a  result  he  is  making  a  success  of  his  vocation. 


JOHN  J.  SMITH. 

In  the  business  circles  of  Des  Moines  the  name  of  John  J.  Smith  is  well 
known  for  he  has  made  for  himself  an  enviable  position  as  a  member  of  The 
Smith  Brothers,  Plumbing  &  Heating  Engineers.  He  was  born  at  West  Point, 
Lee  county,  Iowa,  September  17,  1870.  His  father,  Jacob  H.  Smith,  was  a 
native  of  Bavaria,  Germany,  and  came  to  America  when  fifteen  years  of  age, 
at  which  time  he  located  in  Hamilton  county,  Ohio.  He  there  worked  for  his 
father  as  a  weaver  until  1849,  when  he  went  to  Lee  county,  Iowa,  settling  at 
West  Point.  There  he  established  a  carriage  and  wagon  manufacturing  com¬ 
pany  and  carried  on  the  business  until  the  time  of  the  Civil  war,  when  he  joined 
an  engineering  corps  and  was  in  active  service  until  the  close  of  hostilities. 
During  that  period  he  built  bridges  and  did  much  other  important  work  for  his 
department,  which  was  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  under  command  of  General 
Hooker.  He  also  assisted  in  rebuilding  Fort  Donelson,  having  charge  of  the 
work  at  that  time.  He  married  Katherine  Schadd,  who  was  born  on  the 
Rhinefals,  Germany,  and  came  to  this  country  about  1856,  settling  at  Franklin 
Center,  Iowa.  The  paternal  grandparents  of  Mr.  Smith  were  Peter  and  Mary 
Smith.  The  latter  died  in  Germany,  while  the  former  died  in  Lee  county,  Iowa, 
in  1865.  The  maternal  grandparents  were  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Peter  Schadd,  both 
of  whom  died  in  Germany. 

In  the  public  schools  of  Osceola,  Iowa,  John  J.  Smith  pursued  his  education 
and  afterward  spent  three  years  in  the  grocery  business  in  Omaha,  Nebraska. 
On  the  nth  of  March,  1888,  he  became  a  salesman  for  English  Brothers,  whole¬ 
sale  grocers  and  commission  merchants,  and  later  devoted  six  years  to  learning 
the  plumbing  business.  He  served  his  apprenticeship  in  Omaha,  later  going  to 
Chicago,  where  he  worked  on  the  buildings  at  the  World’s  Columbian  Exposi¬ 
tion,  and  in  1896  came  to  Des  Moines,  at  which  time  he  opened  a  shop  at  819 
Grand  avenue,  under  the  name  of  Haller  &  Smith.  After  continuing  the  busi¬ 
ness  for  a  year  and  a  half  Mr.  Haller  sold  his  interest  to  W.  A.  Cochrane  and 
the  enterprise  was  then  carried  on  under  the  name  of  Smith  &  Cochrane.  An 
increase  in  the  business  caused  a  removal  to  the  Dr.  Turner  building,  where 
they  remained  for  five  years.  On  the  nth  of  January,  1904,  Mr.  Smith  sold 
his  interest  to  W.  A.  Cochrane  and  spent  two  years  as  foreman  of  the  Rich¬ 
mond  Heating  &  Plumbing  Company.  He  then  started  in  business  on  his  own 
account  at  No.  516  Grand  avenue,  where  he  remained  until,  associated  with  his 
brother,  Daniel  C.  Smith,  he  purchased  the  Cochrane  Heating  &  Plumbing 
Company  and,  consolidating  the  two  interests,  removed  to  No.  913  Grand 
avenue.  The  business  is  now  a  large  and  growing  one  and  success  has  con¬ 
tinuously  attended  the  undertaking.  His  one  fad  is  the  breeding  of  fancy  chick¬ 
ens,  to  which  he  devotes  his  leisure  time. 
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On  the  nth  of  September,  1891,  Mr.  Smith  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Sylvia  E.  Fuller,  of  Des  Moines,  a  daughter  of  J.  H.  and  Eva  (Wagner) 
Fuller,  who  were  married  in  Polk  county  and  are  still  living.  Her  maternal 
grandparents  were  early  settlers,  of  Iowa  and  also  survive.  They  are  Charles 
and  Catherine  (La  Core)  Wagner,  who  were  married  in  Pennsylvania.  They 
were  very  early  settlers  and  for  some  years  the  grandfather  of  Mrs.  Smith  was 
connected  with  the  oil  business.  The  father  of  Mrs.  Smith  was  J.  H.  Fuller, 
who  was  born  in  Watertown,  New  York,  and  removed  at  the  age  of  twelve 
years  with  his  parents  to  Polk  county,  becoming  well  known  as  a  farmer  and 
stock-raiser.  His  father  had  come  here  at  an  early  day,  driving  across  the 
country  with  a  wagon  from  Chicago.  Three  children  have  been  born  to  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Smith  :  Daniel  Fuller,  who  was  born  December  6,  1902,  and  is  now 
a  student  of  the  Jordan  school;  Sylvia  Louise,  born  November  12,  1904;  and 
Horace  Tilden,  born  October  23,  1908. 

Mr.  Smith  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity  and  also  of  the  Baptist 
church.  Politically  he  gives  his  allegiance  to  the  republican  party  and  while 
he  keeps  well  informed  on  the  questions  and  issues  of  the  day  he  does  not  seek 
nor  desire  office,  preferring  to  concentrate  his  energies  upon  business  affairs, 
which  are  making  heavier  and  heavier  demands  upon  his  time  as  his  trade 
increases. 


ANDREW  KEAN. 

One  of  the  early  settlers  of  Polk  county  who  has  been  identified  with  agri¬ 
cultural  interests  for  a  period  of  more  than  forty  years  is  Andrew  Kean,  who 
is  living  on  a  well  cultivated  farm  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  in  Webster 
township.  Mr.  Kean  was  born  in  Champlain,  New  York,  in  September, 
1845,  a  son  of  Michael  L.  and  Winifred  (Kinsley)  Kean,  natives  of  Ireland. 
The  parents  removed  from  New  York  to  Illinois  at  a  very  early  day  and  later 
to  Nebraska,  where  they  located  upon  a  quarter  section  of  land  twenty  miles 
west  of  Omaha,  which  they  bought  for  one  dollar  and  a  quarter  per  acre.  The 
father  engaged  in  the  cultivation  of  his  homestead  until  he  passed  away  in 
1865,  twenty-seven  years  prior  to  his  wife,  whose  demise  occurred  in  1892. 

The  schooling  of  Andrew  Kean  was  limited  and  of  a  somewhat  indifferent 
character,  owing  to  the  scarcity  of  educational  facilities  afforded  the  children 
of  pioneers  in  his  boyhood,  particularly  in  the  more  western  states.  However, 
being  thrown  upon  his  own  resources  at  an  early  age  and  assuming  the  responsi¬ 
bilities  of  a  man  at  eighteen,  this  tended  to  sharpen  his  faculties  and  gave  him 
an  excellent  understanding  of  human  nature  and  equipped  him  with  a  fund  of 
practical  knowledge  which  has  proven  invaluable  to  him  in  the  battle  of  life. 

He  remained  a  member  of  the  paternal  household  until  1863,  at  which  time  he 

left  to  become  a  freighter  on  the  prairies,  following  that  occupation  for  two 
years,  at  the  end  of  which  period  he  engaged  with  the  Union  Pacific  Railroad 
Company  as  a  contractor  on  grade  work.  Coming  to  Iowa  in  1867,  he  located 
in  Polk  county  and  accepted  a  position  as  foreman  of  the  Martin  Flynn  farm, 
which  contained  seventeen  hundred  acres.  During  the  ten  years  he  remained 
there  he  accumulated  the  capital  necessary  to  purchase  a  farm  of  his  own,  and 
in  1877  he  located  on  his  present  homestead.  Mr.  Kean  has  wrought  many 

changes  in  the  place  during  the  long  period  of  his  occupancy,  having  built  a 

nice  residence,  barns  and  outbuildings,  besides  which  he  has  added  many  minor 
improvements,  which,  though  insignificant  in  themselves,  greatly  enhance  the 
appearance  and  value  of  the  property.  He  has  met  with  more  than  moderate 
success  in  his  farming  and  stock-raising  and  as  a  result  has  acquired  three 
hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  fine  land  in  Minnesota  and  residence  property  in 
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Des  Moines.  He  was  one  of  the  organizers  and  a  stockholder  in  the  Farmers 
Savings  Bank  of  Grimes  but  has  since  disposed  of  his  interests  in  that  institu¬ 
tion  as  well  as  the  stock  he  formerly  owned  in  the  Grimes  Canning  &  Preserving 

Company.  ,  _ 

In  January,  1873,  Air.  Kean  married  Miss  Mary  Ellen  Cullen,  a  daughter 

of  James  and"  Miranda  (Donnelly)  Cullen,  natives  of  Ireland  and  Ohio,  respec¬ 
tively.  Her  parents  came  to  Iowa  in  1853,  locating  upon  a  farm  which  Air. 
Cullen  bought  and  cultivated  until  1856,  at  which  time  Mrs.  Cullen  passed 
away.  Following  this  the  father  located  in  Stacyville,  Iowa,  where  he  opened 
a  general  store,  which  he  conducted  until  he  died  in  1890.  Five  children  have 
been  born  unto  Mr.  and  Airs.  Kean:  Edward  A!.,  who  is  married  and  living 
in  Los  Angeles,  California;  Joseph  A.,  also  married,  who  is  a  well  contractor 
in  Grimes ;  Ellen  W.,  the  wife  of  George  Proctor,  who  is  engaged  with  Joseph 
A.,  in  well  drilling  at  Grimes ;  Alary  A.,  the  wife  of  H.  P.  Hoff,  a  hardware 
dealer  of  Grimes;  and  Andrew  J.,  who  was  born  in  September,  1894,  and  is 
attending  high  school. 

The  family  are  communicants  of  the  Roman  Catholic  church.  His  political 
support  Air.  Kean  accords  the  republican  party.  He  takes  an  active  and  helpful 
interest  in  public  affairs  and  is  the  present  trustee  of  Webster  township,  of 
which  office  he  has  been  the  incumbent  for  six  years.  He  also  served  on  the 
board  of  school  directors  for  ten  consecutive  years.  During  the  long  period 
of  his  residence  in  Polk  county  he  has  proven  himself  a  public-spirited,,  progres¬ 
sive  citizen,  trustworthy  business  man  and  stanch  friend,  which  qualities  justly 
entitle  him  to  the  esteem  of  those  who  know  him. 


CHESTER  H.  ATHERTON. 

Starting  on  a  small  scale  and  expanding  gradually  as  the  patronage  increased, 
the  Centaur  Wire  &  Iron  Works  gives  promise  of  becoming  one  of  the  im¬ 
portant  manufacturing  concerns  of  Des  Aloines.  This  establishment  was  founded 
by  Chester  H.  Atherton  whose  name  stands  at  the  head  of  this  sketch.  He  has 
applied  his  talents  admirably  and  the  success  of  the  enterprise  has  demonstrated 
the  practical  ability  of  its  management.  He  was  born  at  Marshalltown,  Iowa, 
May  2,  1876.  The  father,  Arthur  C.  Atherton,  was  born  at  Anderson,  Indiana, 
and  the  mother,  whose  maiden  name  was  Gertrude  Cole,  was  born  in  Kentucky, 
a  daughter  of  Hon.  Chester  C.  Cole,  an  ex-chief  justice  of  Iowa.  Air.  Atherton 
Sr  engaged  in  the  railroad  business  and  became  a  superintendent  upon  the 
Burlington  system.  Three  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Atherton :  Ches¬ 
ter,  of  this  review ;  Alice,  the  wife  of  George  Chapman,  of  Kansas  City ,  and 
Donald  AL,  who  is  married  and  lives  in  Des  Aloines.  _ 

Chester  H.  Atherton  after  receiving  his  preliminary  training  matriculated 
at  Notre  Dame  University,  Indiana,  and  graduated  with  the  civil  and  mechanical 
engineering  class  in  1900.  After  leaving  the  university  he  became  connected 
with  the  Des  Moines  Bridge  and  Iron  Company  and  continued  for  three  years 
with  this  organization.  Being  ambitious  to  engage  in  business  on  his  own  ac¬ 
count.  he  started  on  a  modest  scale  in  a  shop  in  this,  city,  doing  all  work  by- 
hand  until  he  acquired  sufficient  capital  to  install  machinery,  The  business  has 
developed  to  such  an  extent  that  during  the  busy  ,  season  employment  is.  given,  to 
twenty  men.  Ornamental  iron  work  of  various  kinds  is  manufactured,  including 
elevator  enclosures,  light  iron  structures,  fire  escapes,  etc.,  also  lawn  settees, 
wire  arches,  etc.  The  factory  is  located  at  Second  street  and  Grand  avenue 
and  the  name  of  the  Centaur  Wire  &  Iron  Works  is  steadily  coming  into  promi¬ 
nence.  Judging  by  what  has  been  accomplished  up  to  the  present  time  the  future 
is  exceedingly  bright  for  this  enterprise. 
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On  the  ist  clay  of  January,  1902,  Mr.  Atherton  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Miss  Adelia  C.  White,  a  daughter  of  W.  L.  and  Ella  (Clapp)  White.  The 
father  is  a  well  known  shoe  merchant  of  Des  Moines.  At  the  time  of  the  Civil 
war  he  was  in  his  boyhood,  but  he  ran  away  from  home  and  succeeded  in  gain¬ 
ing  admission  to  the  army,  serving  with  high  credit  from  the  state  of  Iowa.  One 
son,  Billy,  has  come  to  bless  the  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Atherton,  his  natal  day 
being  July  27,  1904. 

Mr.  Atherton  from  the  beginning  of  his  business  career  possessed  the  ele¬ 
ments  of  success — grit,  ambition  and  willingness  to  labor  patiently  and  faith¬ 
fully.  When  these  principles  are  combined  with  clear  judgment  it  is  seldom 
indeed  that  the  fortunate  possessor  does  not  forge  to  the  front.  Politically  he 
is  identified  with  the  republican  party.  In  religious  belief  he  gives  his  adherence 
to  the  Presbyterian  church  and  socially  is  a  valued  member  of  the  local  lodge 
of  Elks. 


ALVIN  CHESTER  MOSIER. 

Agricultural  pursuits  engage  the  attention  of  Alvin  Chester  Mosier,  who  is 
engaged  in  the  cultivation  of  one  of  the  fine  farms  of  Jefferson  township.  The 
.entire  period  of  his  life  has  been  spent  in  Polk  county,  his  birth  having  occurred 
in  Madison  township  in  September,  1872.  His  parents  were  Eli  and  Clarkey 
(Crumm)  Mosier,  the  father  a  native  of  Pennsylvania  and  the  mother  of 
Indiana.  Eli  Mosier  was  one  of  the  pioneer  settlers  of  Polk  county,  having 
entered  government  land  upon  which  he  located  when  Des  Moines  was  only  a 
village.  After  engaging  in  the  cultivation  of  this  for  some  time  he  sold  it  and 
removed  to  Madison  township,  where  he  bought  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres, 
which  he  improved  and  operated  until  his  demise,  in  1884,  just  four  years  after 
the  death  of  the  mother  of  our  subject. 

Alvin  Chester  Mosier  was  reared  in  Madison  and  Jefferson  townships,  ob¬ 
taining  his  education  in  the  district  schools.  On  starting  out  in  life  for  himself 
he  worked  by  the  month  as  a  farm  hand  for  two1  seasons  and  then  engaged  in 
cooperative  farming  with  Miles  Stanford  of  Jefferson  township.  This  arrange¬ 
ment  lasted  for  ten  years,  at  the  expiration  of  which  time  Mr.  Stanford  died 
and  the  farm,  which  consisted  of  one  hundred  and  sixty-two  acres,  was  purchased 
from  the  heirs  jointly  by  Mrs.  Stanford  and  Mr.  Mosier.  He  also  owns  in¬ 
dividually  eighty  acres  across  the  road  from  the  home  place  and  twenty-five 
acres  in  Madison  township.  He  has  wrought  many  improvements  on  his  farm 
since  he  has  been  in  possession  of  it,  the  property  now  being  regarded  as  one 
of  the  most  valuable  in  the  township.  Although  engaged  in  general  farming 
he  devotes  a  great  deal  of  time  and  attention  to  the  raising  and  feeding  of 
stock.  He  raises  about  one  hundred  hogs  annually  and  keeps  ten  horses  and 
about  forty  head  of  cattle.  Success  has  abundantly  rewarded  the  well  directed 
efforts  of  Mr.  Mosier,  who  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  substantial  farmers  of  the 
community. 

In  November,  1892,  Mr.  Mosier  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Alma  Stan¬ 
ford,  a  daughter  of  Miles  and  Elizabeth  (Ladd)  Stanford,  natives  of  Indiana. 
The  father  came  to  Iowa  in  the  early  ’50s,  locating  in  1853  on  the  farm  which 
Mr.  Mosier  is  now  cultivating  and  upon  which  Mrs.  Mosier  was  born  in  1873. 
He  owned  this  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1901.  Mrs.  Stanford  is  still 
living  at  the  age  of  seventy-two  years.  Three  children  have  been  born  to  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Mosier,  as  follows :  Allen  L.,  who-  is  now  fifteen  years  of  age ;  Eldon 
S.,  ten;  and  Charlotte  E.,  who  has  passed  the  fourth  anniversary  of  her  birth. 

They  affiliate  with  the  Congregational  church,  and  Mr.  Mosier  gives  his 
political  support  to  the  republican  party.  He  has  always  taken  an  active  part 

Vol.  II— 5  6 


1150 


CITY  OF  DES  MOINES  AND  POLK  COUNTY 


in  township  affairs  and  is  at  present  serving  as  trustee.  Left  an  orphan  at  the 
age  of  twelve  years,  Mr.  Mosier  has  always  made  his  own  way  unaided  and  the 
position  he  has  attained  is  due  to  his  energy  and  perseverance,  as  well  as  the 
good  judgment  and  business  ability  he  has  at  all  times  exhibited  in  his  under¬ 
takings. 


WILLIAM  B.  SCOTT. 

William  B.  Scott,  owning  and  operating  a  well  improved  farm  of  two  hun¬ 
dred  and  eighty-five  acres  in  Elkhart  township,  is  an  agriculturist  whose  labors 
have  been  attended  with  a  gratifying  measure  of  success.  His  birth  occurred 
in  Pittsburg,  Pennsylvania,  on  the  31st  of  July,  1849,  his  parents  being  Robert 
and  Mary  (Drake)  Scott,  who  were  likewise  natives  of  the  Keystone  state. 
They  came  to  Iowa  in  1867,  first  locating  near  Keokuk,  Lee  county,  where  they 
resided  from  April  until  September  of  that  year.  Subsequently  they  took  up 
their  abode  four  miles  west  of  Newton  in  Jasper  county,  where  Robert  Scott 
operated  a  rented  farm  for  ten  years.  On  the  expiration  of  that  period  he  re¬ 
moved  to  Story  county  and  purchased  a  tract  of  one  hundred  and  .twenty  acres 
ten  miles  south  of  Nevada,  improved  the  property  and  there  carried  on  his 
agricultural  interests  for  fourteen  years.  He  then  put  aside  the  active  work 
of  the  fields,  sold  the  place  to  his  son  and  took  up  his  abode  in  Maxwell,  Iowa, 
where  he  lived  retired  until  the  death  of  his  wife  in  March,  1905.  He  has  now 
attained  the  venerable  age  of  eighty-eight  and  for  the  past  six  years  has  made 
his  home  with  his  son  in  Missouri. 

William  B.  Scott  was  reared  and  educated  in  Pennsylvania  and  also  attended 
school  in  Iowa  for  one  term.  He  remained  on  the  home  farm  until  twenty-six 
years  of  age  and  then  started  out  as  an  agriculturist  on  his  own  account,  culti¬ 
vating  rented  land  for  one  year.  At  the  end  of  that  time  he  bought  a  farm  of 
ninety  acres  in  Jasper  county,  devoting  his  attention  to  its  operation  until  the 
fall  of  1881,  when  he  sold  the  property  and  came  to  Elkhart  township,  Polk 
county.  Here  he  purchased  eighty  acres  of  partially  improved  land  and  began 
its  further  cultivation  and  improvement.  As  his  financial  resources  increased, 
owing  to  his  well  directed  industry  and  capable  management,  he  extended  the 
boundaries  of  his  farm  by  additional  purchase  until  it  now  embraces  two  hun¬ 
dred  and  eighty-five  acres  of*  rich  and  productive  land.  In  connection  with 
the  tilling  of  the  soil  he  devotes  considerable  attention  to  live  stock  interests, 
keeping  fort)^-eight  head  of  cattle  and  twenty-one  head  of  horses  and  raising 
one  hundred  head  of  hogs  annually. 

Mr.  Scott  has  been  married  twice.  In  1878  he  wedded  Mrs.  Laura  Reed 
Evans,  a  daughter  of  John  M.  and  Sarah  Reed,  who  were  natives  of  Indiana 
and  Pennsylvania  respectively.  By  that  union  there  were  two  children,  namely: 
Carl  R.,  thirty  years  of  age  a  graduate  of  Iowa  State  College,  follows 
farming  near  Mitchellville ;  and  Walter  R.,  a  young  man  of  twenty-eight,  is 
engaged  in  farming  in  Madison  county,  near  Truro.  The  wife  and  mother  was 
called  to  her  final  rest  in  March,  1885,  and  in  November,  1886,  Mr.  Scott  was 
again  married,  his  second  union  being  with  Miss  Caroline  Heileman,  a  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Fred  and  Caroline  (Huttenlocher)  Heileman,  both  of  whom  were  na¬ 
tives  of  Stuggart,  Wurtemberg,  Germany.  Her  father  emigrated  to  America 
in  1847,  locating  in  New  York,  where  he  clerked  in  different  stores  for  several 
years.  The  mother  came  in  1853  and  they  were  married  about  i860.  On  the  5th 
of  June,  1861,  at  Providence,  Rhode  Island,  Mr.  Heileman  enlisted  for  service 
in  the  Union  army  as  a  member  of  Company  E,  Second  Rhode  Island  Volunteer 
Infantry,  under  Captain  Isaac  Rodman  and  Colonel  Wheaton.  On  the  expira¬ 
tion  of  his  term,  three  years  later,  he  was  honorably  discharged  and  went  to 
Wisconsin,  where  he  resided  for  two  years.  In  1867  he  came  to  Des  Moines, 
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Iowa,  and  embarked  in  business  as  a  restaurant  proprietor,  conducting  the  first 
restaurant  on  the  east  side  of  the  city.  In  1876  he  purchased  and  took  up  his 
abode  on  a  farm  near  Ankeny,  devoting  his  attention  to  its  further  cultivation 
and  improvement  until  1884,  when  he  disposed  of  the  property  and  bought  a 
tract  of  land  in  Story  county.  To  the  operation  and  improvement  of  that  farm 
he  gave  his  time  and  energies  until  he  passed  away  in  1906  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
four  years.  His  widow,  who  has  now  attained  the  age  of  seventy-eight,  makes 
her  home  with  a  daughter  in  Greeley,  Colorado. 

Unto  our  subject  and  his  wife  have  been  born  four  children,  as  follows: 
Willis  W.,  a  young  man  of  twenty-one,  who  is  still  under  the  parental  roof; 
Ruth,  aged  eighteen  years,  who  is  now  teaching  school;  and  Horace  and  Anna 
M.,  who  are  seventeen  and  ten  years  of  age  respectively. 

In  politics  Mr.  Scott  is  a  republican,  loyally  supporting  the  men  and  meas¬ 
ures  of  that  party.  He  has  acted  as  trustee  and  has  also  served  in  the  capacity 
of  school  director  for  ten  years.  His  wife  and  children  are  faithful  members 
of  the  Methodist  church.  In  the  community  where  they  reside  they  are  much 
esteemed  as  people  of  genuine  worth,  manifesting  those  sterling  traits  of  char¬ 
acter  which  in  every  land  and  clime  awaken  confidence  and  regard. 


CHARLES  EDGAR  THOMPSON,  D.  O. 

Among  the  well  known  and  popular  members  of  the  medical  profession  in 
Des  Moines  must  be  numbered  Dr.  Charles  Edgar  Thompson,  who  for  five 
years  most  capably  filled  the  position  of  president  of  The  Still  College  of  Oste¬ 
opathy.  A  native  of  Illinois,  his  birth  occurred  at  Momence,  Kankakee  county, 
on  the  14th  of  December,  1864,  his  parents  being  John  M.  and  Phoebe  J.  (Mott) 
I  hompson.  John  M.  Thompson  migrated  from  New  York  to  Michigan  with 
his  parents  in  pioneer  days  and  there  he  was  reared  and  educated.  After  he  at¬ 
tained  his  manhood  he  married  Phoebe  J.  Mott,  whose  parents  lived  in  Canada, 
where  the  father  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits.  Shortly  after  their  marriage 
the  young  couple  removed  to  Illinois,  locating  in  Kankakee  county,  where  they 
bought  a  farm,  in  the  cultivation  of  which  the  father  spent  the  remainder  of  his 
active  life. 

The  early  years  of  Charles  Edgar  Thompson  were  spent  in  the  unvaried 
routine  which  characterizes  life  upon  the  farm.  He  attended  the  district  school, 
giving  his  father  such  assistance  in  the  work  of  the  farm  as  his  strength  and 
time  warranted,  after  which  he  was  permitted  to  indulge  in  the  recreations 
which  appeal  to  young  lads.  Upon  the  completion  of  the  course  in  the  common 
schools  he  attended  Ewing  College,  from  which  institution  he  received  the  de¬ 
gree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts  with  the  class  of  1888.  In  this  college  he  was  professor 
of  Latin  and  Greek  for  six  years.  He  also  taught  in  high  schools  four  years, 
during  which  period  he  continued  his  studies  and  was  awarded  the  Master’s  de¬ 
gree  by  his  alma  mater.  At  the  expiration  of  that  time  he  was  offered  the  chair 
of  Latin  and  Greek  in  the  Baptist  College  at  Decatur,  Texas,  which  he  filled 
for  two  years.  During  this  period  he  had  given  evidence  of  the  possession  of 
strong  powers  of  administration  which  were  recognized  by  the  board  of  regents 
who  elected  him  to  the  position  of  president.  He  resigned  that  office  at  the 
end  of  two  years  to  accept  the  position  of  professor  of  Greek  and  Latin  at  the 
Mary  Nash  College  at  Sherman,  Texas.  Owing  to  the  failing  health  of  Mrs. 
Thompson  he  felt  impelled  to  withdraw  from  this  in  1899  and  came  to  Des 
Moines  in  order  that  she  might  have  the  benefit  of  more  competent  medical  skill 
than  could  be  obtained  in  Sherman.  Under  osteopathic  treatment  she  entirely 
recovered  her  health,  which  for  some  time  they  had  feared  would  never  be  re- 
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stored.  The  simple  and  practical  methods  of  this  school  combined  with  the  effi¬ 
cacy  of  their  treatment  appealed  to  Dr.  Thompson  so  strongly  that  he  decided 
to  take  the  professional  course.  Thereupon  he  entered  Dr.  S.  S.  Still  College  of 
Osteopath}/,  graduating  in  the  class  of  1902  with  the  degree  of  D.  O.  His 
thorough  preliminary  preparation  together  with  his  experience  as  a  teacher 
made  him  a  most  desirable  adjunct  to  the  faculty,  and  he  was  retained  to  teach 
chemistry,  which  subject  he  had  taught  while  pursuing  his  two  year  medical 
course.  Later  he  also  had  classes  in  the  practice  of  osteopathy,  gynecology  and 
symtomatology.  LTpon  the  reorganization  of  the  college  in  1905  Dr.  Thompson 
was  elected  president  and  most  ably  and  satisfactorily  he  filled  that  position  until 
1910,  at  which  time  he  was  forced  to  resign  owing  to  his  private  practice  which 
•had  increased  to  such  an  extent  that  it  required  all  of  his  time  and  attention, 
making  it  impossible  for  him  to  give  the  requisite  consideration  to  the  exacting 
demands  made  upon  a  presiding  officer. 

On  June  6,  1895,  Dr.  Thompson  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Roberta 
Carr,  a  daughter  of  Dr.  J.  C.  D.  Carr,  of  Galatia,  Illinois,  and  unto  them  has 
been  born  one  child,  Dorothy  Octavia.  The  family  attend  the  services  of  the 
Baptist  church,  of  which  they  are  members.  The  Doctor  has  been  superintend¬ 
ent  of  the  Sunday  school,  while  Mrs.  Thompson  has  always  taken  a  very  active 
and  helpful  part  not  only  in  Sunday  school  but  in  missionary  and  charitable 
work.  Although  he  has  always  been  too  absorbed  in  the  advancement  of  his 
profession  to  actively  participate  in  politics,  Dr.  Thompson  meets  the  demands 
of  good  citizenship  by  casting  a  ballot  at  election  for  the  candidates  of  the  re¬ 
publican  party,  the  principles  of  which  body  he  is  a  most  ardent  advocate.  Al¬ 
though  he  has  been  a  resident  of  Des  Moines  for  only  ten  years  the  time  has  been 
sufficiently  long  for  his  qualities  as  a  man  and  physician  to  be  recognized  and 
appreciated,  as  is  attested  by  his  rapidly  growing  practice. 


.  DANIEL  S.  MEYERS. 

Daniel  S.  Meyers,  a  well  known  farmer  and  stock-raiser  of  Washington 
township,  was  born  in  that  township,  July  2,  1872,  his  parents  being  Samuel 
and  Barbara  (Klingaman)  Meyers,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Somerset 
county,  Pennsylvania.  The  father,  who  was  an  agriculturist  by  occupation, 
followed  farming  in  Indiana  at  an  early  day  and  in  1856  journeyed  across  the 
country  in  a  covered  wagon  to  Johnson  county,  Iowa,  where  he  carried  on 
general  farming  for  one  year.  In  1857  he  came  to  Polk  county,  purchasing  a 
tract  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  in  Washington  township  and  devoting  his 
attention  to  its  improvement  and  cultivation  throughout  the  remainder  of  his 
life.  His  death  occurred  May  15,  1902,  while  his  wife  was  called  to  her  final 
rest  in  January,  1911,  the  community  thus  losing  two  of  its  most  respected  and 
substantial  residents. 

Daniel  S.  Meyers  acquired  his  education  in  the  district  schools  of  this  county 
and  has  remained  on  the  home  farm  from  his  birth  to  the  present  time.  He 
early  became  familiar  with  the  duties  and  labors  which  fall  to  the  lot  of  the 
agriculturist  and  since  the  death  of  his  father  has  operated  the  old  homestead. 
The  estate  has  not  yet  been  settled,  there  being  eleven  children  or  heirs  to  the 
farm  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  which  is  valued  at  two  hundred  dollars 
an  acre.  In  connection  with  the  tilling  of  the  soil  Mr.  Meyers  raises  fifty  head 
of  hogs  annually  and  also  keeps  twelve  head  of  horses  and  twenty-eight  head 
of  cattle. 

In  October,  1906,  Mr.  Meyers  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Birdella 
Hutson,  a  daughter  of  Luther  and  Ann  (Tomlinson)  Hutson,  natives  of  Indiana 
and  Maryland  respectively.  In  the  early  '60s  her  paternal  grandfather,  James 
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Hutson,  came  from  Indiana  with  his  family  and  settled  in  Washington  town¬ 
ship,  Polk  county,  Iowa,  where  his  son  Luther  grew  to  manhood.  In  early 
life  the  latter  followed  school-teaching  but  later  turned  his  attention  to  the 
painter's  trade  and  worked  at  that  occupation  for  a  number  of  years.  At  the 
present  time  he  is  living  retired  in  Peoria,  Polk  county,  enjoying  the  evening 
of  life  in  well  earned  ease.  His  wife  died  on  the  17th  of  July,  1908.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Meyers  have  one  child,  James,  who  is  now  three  years  of  age. 

In  politics  Mr.  Meyers  is  a  republican,  while  fraternally  he  is  identified  with 
the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America.  He  and  his  wife  attend  the  Dunkard  church 
and  are  well  known  and  highly  esteemed  throughout  the  community. 


WILLIS  B.  JOHNSON. 

One  of  those  who  have  but  recently  become  associated  with  the  business 
activities  of  Des  Moines  is  Willis  B.  Johnson,  who  a  little  more  than  a  year 
ago  bought  an  interest  in  the  Des  Moines  Silo  Manufacturing  Company,  with 
which  he  continues  to  be  identified.  He  was. born  in  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  on 
the  12th  of  September,  1873,  a  son  of  Albert  and  Helen  (Bunton)  Johnson. 

The  father,  who  was  born  in  Illinois  in  1848,  came  to  Iowa  with  his  parents 

when  four  years  of  age  and  located  on  a  farm  in  Fayette  county,  where  he  has 
since  continuously  lived.  The  mother  is  a  native  of  Wisconsin,  her  birth  occurring 
in  Janesville  in  1853,  and  she  is  a  daughter  of  Willis  Bunton,  who  was  originally 
from  Kentucky,  a  well  known  circuit  rider  in  the  pioneer  days  of  Wisconsin, 
where  he  spent  the  latter  years  of  his  life. 

Willis  B,  Johnson  was  reared  on  the  farm  where  he  was  born,  obtaining  his 
early  education  in  the  district  schools  of  Fayette  county,  and  later  he  entered 

the  commercial  department  of  the  Upper  Iowa  University,  from  which  he  was 

graduated  in  1892.  He  later  attended  the  Iowa  State  College  at  Ames,  taking 
a  course  in  both  the  dairy  and  mechanical  engineering  departments,  and  being 
awarded  his  certificate  from  the  former  in  1894.  Returning  to  Fayette  county 
after  the  completion  of  his  course  at  Ames,  in  1895,  he  became  identified 
with  a  number  of  farmers  cooperative  creamery  associations,  with  which  he  was 
successfully  identified  for  nine  years.  In  1904  he  entered  the  employ  of  Simp¬ 
son,  Mclntire  &  Hyde,  who  had  the  contract  for  furnishing  butter  to  the  gov¬ 
ernment,  as  superintendent  of  their  butter  department,  continuing  in  their  ser¬ 
vice  for  two  years.  At  the  end  of  that  period  he  received  the  appointment  of 
assistant  food  and  dairy  commissioner  for  the  state  of  Iowa,  the  duties  of  which 
office  he  discharged  in  a  manner  highly  creditable  to  his  department  until  Jan¬ 
uary,  1910,  when  he  resigned  his  position  and  bought  an  interest  in  the  Des 
Moines  Silo  Manufacturing  Company. 

In  Fayette  county  on  the  10th  of  May,  1899,  Mr.  Johnson  married  Miss 
Lucy  A.  Hunt,  a  daughter  of  Ruben  and  Elizabeth  Hunt,  who  for  many  years 
were  residents  of  Fayette.  They  are  now  both  deceased,  the  mother  passing 
away  in  1900  and  the  father  in  1907.  Three  children  have  been  born  unto  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Johnson:  Helen  Elizabeth,  who  was  born  on  the  1st  of  July,  1900, 
and  is  now  attending  the  Whittier  school ;  Albert  R.,  who  was  born  on  the  29th 
of  July,  1902,  and  is  attending  the  Whittier  school;  and  Gladys  Mildred,  whose 
birth  occurred  on  the  28th  of  September,  1908. 

The  family  attend  the  services  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  while 
Mr.  Johnson  is  also  affiliated  with  the  Masonic  fraternity,  through  the  medium 
of  York  Lodge,  No.  202,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  the  Brotherhood  of  American 
Yeomen.  In  matters  political  Mr.  Johnson  always  remains  independent,  casting 
his  ballot  for  the  men  or  measures  he  feels  are  best  adapted  to  meet  the  exigences 
of  the  situation  at  the  time  being,  and  although  he  takes  an  interest  in  all  civic 
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affairs  he  does  not  actively  participate  in  political  agitations.  He  is  a  man  who 
takes  great  pride  in  his  family  and  devotes  as  much  time  as  he  can  spare  in 
his  home,  where  he  finds  his  greatest  enjoyment. 


WILLIAM  HENRY  TITUS. 

William  Henry  Titus,  who  is  living  on  a  farm  on  section  28,  Bloomfield 
township,  where  he  engages  in  the  dairy  business,  was  born  on  his  present  farm 
on  the  10th  of  February,  1880.  His  father,  Henry  A.  Titus,  who  was  a  native 
of  Vermont,  came  to  Iowa  from  the  former  state  in  1859,  locating  near  Ottumwa, 
where  he  entered  the  employ  of  an  uncle  who  was  a  merchant.  After  clerking 
there  for  eighteen  months  he  took  a  position  in  a  store  in  Ottumwa,  which  he 
retained  for  two  years,  and  then  went  on  the  road  as  a  traveling  salesman  for 
a  nursery  company.  He  followed  this  for  seven  years,  at  the  end  of  which 
period  he  bought  forty  acres  of  land  on  section  28,  Bloomfield  township,  which 
be  began  cultivating.  He  made  many  improvements  upon  his  place  during  the 
period  of  his  occupancy,  erecting  a  nice  residence,  substantial  barns  and  out¬ 
buildings  in  addition  to  making  many  minor  changes,  all  of  which  enhanced 
the  appearance  as  well  as  the  value  of  the  property.  Mr.  Titus  continued  to 
operate  his  farm  until  he  passed  away  on  the  27th  of  June,  1906.  His  widow 
still  survives  him  at  the  age  of  sixty- three  years. 

Being  reared  at  home  William  Henry  Titus  obtained  his  education  in  the 
district  schools  of  his  native  township,  but  when  he  had  acquired  such  knowl¬ 
edge  as  he  felt  fitted  him  to  assume  the  heavier  responsibilities  of  life  he  laid 
aside  his  text-books  and  assisted  his  father  in  the  cultivation  of  the  farm.  He 
continued  to  reside  with  his  parents  until  he  was  married,  at  which  time  he 
withdrew  from  agricultural  pursuits  in  order  to  engage  in  teaming.  After 
following  this  for  a  year  he  returned  to  the  homestead  and  engaged  in  dairying, 
in  which  venture  he  has  met  with  marked  success,  and  in  connection  with  his 
brother-in-law  now  owns  twenty  head  of  cattle  and  five  horses.  He  has  erected 
a  fine  residence  for  himself  during  this  time,  while  the  careful  supervision  and 
care  he  has  bestowed  upon  the  ]and  has  brought  it  to  a  high  state  of  cultivation, 
and  it  is  recognized  as  one  of  the  model  farms  in  that  section. 

Mr.  Titus  married  Miss  Martha  Martin  on  the  23d  of  October,  1901.  Mrs. 
Titus  is  a  daughter  of  John  and  Elizabeth  (Parks)  Martin,  natives  of  England, 
who  located  in  Iowa  in  1881.  While  living  in  the  mother  country  Mr.  Martin 
was  a  coal  miner  but  ever  since  he  came  to  Iowa  has  been  engaged  in  the 
grocery  business  and  is  now  conducting  a  store  on  Park  avenue  and  Ninth 
street,  Des  Moines.  Three  children  have  been  born  unto  Air.  and  Mrs.  Titus : 
Alary  L.,  now  eight  years  of  age;  Henry  A.,  a  little  lad  of  three;  and  William 
H.,  who  has  passed  his  first  year.  Their  faith  conforms  to  that  of  the  Christian 
denomination,  with  which  they  are  identified  by  membership,  while  in  matters 
politic  Air.  Titus  affiliates  with  the  republican  party.  Although  he  does  not 
actively  participate  in  local  matters  of  government  he  meets  the  requirements 
of  good  citizenship  by  casting  a  ballot  at  election  for  the  candidates  of  his  party. 


LEWIS  F.  ROTHFUS. 

Lewis  F.  Rothfus,  a  prosperous  and  enterprising  agriculturist  of  Allen 
township,  is  the  owner  of  a  well  improved  farm  of  two  hundred  and  forty  acres 
on  sections  30  and  31.  His  birth  occurred  in  Germany  in  1859,  his  parents  being 
Gottlob  and  Hannah  Rothfus,  who  were  likewise  natives  of  that  country.  They 
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crossed  the  Atlantic  to  the  United  States  in  June,  1864,  first  locating  in  Warren 
county,  Iowa,  while  in  1869  they  came  to  Polk  county.  Both  have  passed  away, 
the  father  dying  in  January,  1895,  and  the  mother  May  15,  1910. 

Lewis  F.  Rothfus,  who  was  the  fifth  in  order  of  birth  in  a  family  of  eight 
children,  was  a  little  lad  of  five  years  when  he  accompanied  his  parents  on  their 
emigration  to  the  new  world.  In  the  acquirement  of  an  education  he  attended 
the  common  schools.  After  putting  aside  his  text-books  he  chose  the  occupation 
of  farming  as  a  life  work,  and  the  success  which  has  crowned  his  efforts  as  an 
agriculturist  is  evidence  of  the  fact  that  his  choice  was  a  wise  one.  In  1880 
he  removed  to  South  Dakota,  there  residing  for  two  years,  on  the  expiration 
of  which  period  he  went  to  Nebraska,  where  he  made  his  home  for  ten  years. 
In  1892  he  returned  to  Polk  county,  locating  in  Allen  township,  where  he  has 
resided  continuously  since.  Pie  owns  two  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  land  on 
sections  30  and  31  and  raises  the  cereals  best  adapted  to  soil  and  climate.  The 
property  is  constantly  increasing  in  value  owing  to  the  improvements  he  has 
placed  upon  it  and  by  reason  of  the  able  manner  in  which  he  tills  the  soil,  thus 
keeping  it  in  good  condition.  His  prosperity  is  attributable  entirely  to  his  own 
efforts,  for  he  started  out  in  life  empty  handed  and  unaided. 

While  living  in  Nebraska  Mr.  Rothfus  was  married,  March  3,  1887,  to 
Anna  Ruff,  a  daughter  of  Mathias  and  Jacobine  Ruff,  natives  of  Germany. 
She  died  in  the  fall  of  1891,  leaving  two  children:  John  G.,  who  was  born 
October  27,  1888;  and  Clara  K.,  who  was  born  April  27,  1890,  and  died  June 
29,  1907.  The  son  is  still  with  his  father.  In  1894,  at  Des  Moines,  Mr.  Rothfus 
married  Miss  Louise  Eilbert,  a  native  of  Germany  and  a  daughter  of  Ludwig 
and  Fredricka  Eilbert,  who  came  to  the  new  world  in  1883.  She  is  one  of  a 
family  of  twelve  children.  Pier  parents  both  died  in  Warren  county,  Iowa, 
the  mother  November  21,  1907,  and  the  father  August  29,  1903.  By  his  second 
union  Mr.  Rothfus  has  two  children:  Helen  R.,  born  October  13,  1895;  and 
Louis  E.,  born  April  7,  1904. 

Mr.  Rothfus  gives  his  political  allegiance  to  the  democracy  and  has  held 
the  offices  of  trustee,  school  director  and  road  supervisor.  In  religious  faith 
he  is  a  Lutheran.  Mr.  Rothfus  is  a  man  of  high  principles,  his  life  being  actu¬ 
ated  by  worthy  purposes  and  characterized  by  honorable  conduct  in  every  rela¬ 
tion.  Thus  he  has  won  the  respect  of  his  fellowmen  and  is  numbered  among  the 
worthy  residents  of  Polk  county. 


ALFRED  DAHLSTROM. 

Alfred  Dahlstrom,  who  is  prominently  associated  with  the  business  interests 
of  Des  Moines,  was  born  November  22,  1867,  in  Dahland,  Sweden,  a  son  of 
Swan  and  Christine  (Swanson)  Dahlstrom,  who  were  also  natives  of  Sweden. 
Pie  received  his  early  education  in  the  public  schools  of  that  country  and  obtained 
his  livelihood  by  working  on  a  farm  until  1887,  in  which  year  he  determined  to 
seek  his  fortune  in  the  new  world  and  emigrated  to  the  United  States.  He 
first  located  in  Minneapolis,  Minnesota,  where  he  remained  until  November, 
1888,  when  he  came  to  Iowa,  where  he  followed  mining,  and  in  1897  he  engaged 
in  the  livery  business  at  624  East  Grand  avenue,  Des  Moines,  continuing  there 
until  February,  1910.  In  connection  with  this  he  started  an  undertaking  estab¬ 
lishment  in  1906,  in  which  business  he  has  been  very  prosperous  as  a  direct 
result  of  his  diligence,  thrift  and  keen  business  acumen.  He  is  a  graduate  of- 
the  Barnes  School  of  Embalming  of  Chicago. 

On  October  15,  1898,  Mr.  Dahlstrom  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Augusta 
Swanson,  of  Des  Moines,  a  daughter  of  Swan  and  Christina  (Larson)  Swan¬ 
son,  the  former  of  whom  was  a  farmer  in  Sweden,  where  he  was  born  in  1830. 
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Mr.  and  Airs.  Dahlstrom  are  the  parents  of  three  children :  Mabel,  born  Sep¬ 
tember  ii,  1899;  Alice,  born  November  8,  1906;  and  Roy,  born  November  28, 
1908. 

In  politics  Air.  Dahlstrom  belongs  to  the  progressive  element  of  the  republican 
party,  while  fraternally  he  is  affiliated  with  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd 
Fellows  and  the  Woodmen  of  the  World.  In  his  religious  faith  he  is  a  consistent 
member  of  the  Swedish  Lutheran  church,  in  which  he  is  a  deacon  and  trustee. 
He  is  an  admirer  of  all  kinds  of  outdoor  sports,  in  which  he  indulges  during 
his  leisure  time.  His  home  life  is  ideal,  as  he  takes  great  pleasure  in  the  society 
of  his  family,  and  as  both  a  father  and  husband  as  well  as  a  faithful  friend  he 
possesses  the  high  regard  and  esteem  of  all  who  know  him. 


CHARLES  C.  PUGH. 

Charles  C.  Pugh,  of  Des  Aloines,  now  giving  much  of  his  attention  to  the 
real-estate  business,  handling  southern  and  western  lands,  was  born  in  Dallas 
county,  Iowa,  near  Dexter,  December  18,  1865,  the  eldest  child  of  William  C. 
and  Lovina  C.  Pugh,  natives  of  Indiana  and  Illinois  respectively.  The  father 
was  descended  from  the  cavalier  stock  of  Virginia,  in  turn  of  Welsh  lineage, 
whde  his  wife  descended  indirectly  from  the  Pennsylvania  Dutch. 

Charles  C.  Pugh  was  reared  upon  the  home  farm,  remaining  there  until 
seventeen  years  of  age,  attending  during  the  fall  and  winter  the  high  school  in 
Menlo,  Iowa.  For  two  years  he  filled  the  position  of  deputy  postmaster  at 
Menlo  and  in  1884  he  was  a  student  in  Parsons  College  at  Fairfield,  this  state. 
In  1885-6  he  engaged  in  teaching  in  the  country  schools.  He  always  possessed 
a  studious  nature  and,  it  is  said,  would  often  neglect  his  plowing  to  sit  beneath  a 
tree  and  enjoy  biography,  history  and  travel — the  three  branches  of  literature 
most  to  his  liking. 

From  an  early  age  Air.  Pugh  was  interested  in  newspaper  work,  which  led 
to  considerable  local  correspondence  for  various  papers.  He  actively  entered 
the  newspaper  field  in  April,  1887,  when  he  purchased  the  Dexter  (Iowa)  Senti¬ 
nel,  which  he  conducted  with  marked  success  until  May,  1889.  He  then  sold 
that  paper  and  removed  to  Adair,  Iowa,  where  he  purchased  the  News,  which  he 
published  until  November,  1891.  He  then  once  more  sold  out  and  repurchased 
the  Sentinel,  returning  to  Dexter  at  the  close  of  1891  to  take  editorial  charge. 
Subsequent  to  this  time  he  became  connected  with  the  Dallas  County  News  at 
Adel  with  Senator  Hotchkiss.  He  seems  to  have  much  natural  ability  as  a  jour¬ 
nalist  and  such  papers  as  the  Iowa  State  Register,  the  Daily  Iowa  Capital  and 
Keokuk  Gate  City  have  given  him  the  credit  of  being  one  of  the  best  writers  on 
the  press  of  central  Iowa.  He  has  been  correspondent  for  a  number  of  Iowa 
journals,  and  political  letters  which  he  has  written  have  been  published  in  Chi¬ 
cago  papers  as  well. 

On  the  28th  of  September,  1887,  Air.  Pugh  was  united  in  marriage  to  Aliss 
Mabel  A.  McOmber,  at  Alenlo,  Iowa.  She  is  the  eldest  daughter  of  David  and 
Lucy  C.  AlcOmber  and  was  born  in  La  Salle  county,  Illinois,  April  27,  1867. 
Air.  and  Airs.  Pugh  became  parents  of  three  children,  but  the  youngest,  Grace  V., 
born  July  30,  1893,  died  in  infancy.  The  elder  daughter,  'Ramona,  born  De¬ 
cember  5,  1889,  is  at  home.  The  son,  William  Chester,  born  August  25,  1891,  is 
married  and  is  in  business  with  his  father  having  active  charge  of  the  real-estate 
office  of  Pugh  &  Son  in  the  Good  block. 

For  a  considerable  period  Mr.  Pugh  has  figured  prominently  in  political  cir¬ 
cles,  having  adhered  strictly  to  the  principles  of  the  republican  party  not  only 
since  attaining  his  majority,  but  also  for  a  period  long  prior  to  that  time.  He  has 
several  times  been  a  delegate  to  the  republican  state  convention  and  to  the  county 
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conventions,  was  several  times  chairman  of  the  Dallas  county  convention  and 
has  done  considerable  campaign  speaking.  He  held  the  office  of  clerk  of  the 
district  court  in  Dallas  county  for  six  years,  beginning  in  1896,  and  later  was 
postmaster  at  Adel,  Iowa,  for  a  term  of  years.  He  also  served  as  a  member  of 
the  school  board  of  Dexter  for  three  years  and  in  March,  1894,  was  elected  mayor 
of  that  town,  declining  a  reelection  at  the  end  of  his  term.  He  is  now  concen¬ 
trating  his  attention  largely  upon  his  real-estate  business,  handling  southern  and 
western  lands,  yet  he  finds  time  to  conduct  a  syndicate  letter  each  week  in  a 
number  of  papers  and  expects  within  a  few  years  to  actively  enter  the  newspaper 
field  again.  He  owned  and  edited  the  Mail  and  Times  in  Des  Moines  for  two 
years  prior  to  1907. 


ALEXANDER  B.  ELLIOTT. 

Alexander  B.  Elliott,  one  of  the  leading  and  most  public-spirited  citizens  of 
Des  Moines,  is  conducting  a  successful  and  constantly  growing  business  under 
the  name  of  A.  B.  Elliott  &  Son.  He  is  numbered  among  the  worthy  native 
sons  of  Polk  county,  his  birth  having  occurred  in  the  town  of  Berwick  on  the 
8th  of  September,  1861.  His  parents  were  F.  E.  and  M.  (Brazleton)  Elliott. 
The  paternal  grandfather,  a  native  of  England,  emigrated  to  the  United  States 
and  settled  in  North  Carolina.  F.  E.  Elliott,  the  father  of  our  subject,  arrived 
in  the  state  of  Iowa  on  the  4th  of  July,  1847,  and  took  up  a  tract  of  government 
land  in  Polk  county.  He  is  now  deceased,  having  passed  away  January  18,  1899 
His  wife  died  March  29,  1911. 

Alexander  B.  Elliott  supplemented  his  preliminary  education,  obtained  in 
the  common  schools,  by  two  years’  attendance  at  Ackworth  Academy.  On 
attaining  his  majority  he  came  to  Des  Moines  and  entered  the  American  Savings 
Bank  as  errand  bo}^,  remaining  with  that  institution  for  thirteen  years.  On  the 
expiration  of  that  period  he  resigned  the  position  of  assistant  cashier  in  order 
to  make  the  race  for  city  treasurer,  to  which  office  he  was  elected  on  the 
republican  ticket  in  1896  and  again  in  1898.  The  many  practical  methods  which 
he  introduced  during  his  incumbency  proved  so  effective  that  his  successors 
have  adopted  them.  In  1898,  while  still  a  public  official,  he  purchased  a  half 
interest  in  the  furniture  establishment  of  Whinery  &  Anderson,  the  firm  style 
being  changed  to  the  Elliott-Anderson  Company.  In  1911  he  purchased  his 
partner’s  interest  and  is  now  the  sole  proprietor  of  the  business,  which  is  now- 
conducted  under  the  name  of  A.  B.  Elliott  &  Son.  A  man  of  excellent  execu¬ 
tive  ability,  sound  judgment  and  unfaltering  integrity,  he  well  merits  the  gratify¬ 
ing  trade  which  is  accorded  him.  He  owns  a  farm  of  two  hundred  acres  in 
Polk  county  and  also  has  considerable  east  side  residence  and  business  property. 

In  August,  1885,  Mr.  Elliott  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Sarah  Leichty, 
the  daughter  of  a  Polk  county  agriculturist.  Unto  them  have  been  born  four 
children,  namely :  Arthur  M.,  and  Oliver  W.,  who  are  high  school  graduates ; 
Roy  L. ;  and  Blanche  M. 

Mr.  Elliott  is  a  member  of  the  school  board  and  is  justly  proud  of  the  fact 
that  he  received  the  largest  vote  ever  given  a  candidate  for  that  office,  the 
citizens  of  his  community  thus  showing  their  appreciation  of  his  long,  active  and 
useful  career  among  them.  He  has  succeeded  in  making  Des  Moines  one  school 
district  and  it  was  largely  due  to  his  efforts,  while  president  of  the  East  Des 
Moines  Commercial  League,  that  an  appropriation  of  four  hundred  thousand 
dollars  was  secured  for  the  erection  of  the  East  high  school.  He  was  likewise 
instrumental  in  inaugurating  the  Saturday  night  open  air  concerts,  which  are 
greatly  enjoyed  during  the  summer  months.  He  is  a  strong  advocate  of  civil 
service  reform  in  municipal  government  and  at  all  times  throws  his  influence 


1160 


CITY  OF  DES  MOINES  AND  POLK  COUNTY 


on  the  side  of  progress  and  improvement.  Fraternally  he  is  identified  with  the 
Masons  and  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  while  his  religious  faith  is  indicated  by 
his  membership  in  the  Friends  church.  He  has  never  courted  publicity  yet  the 
qualities  he  has  displayed  in  his  business  and  public  career  have  called  him  to 
the  attention  of  his  fellow  citizens  and  the  nature  of  his  service  has  gained  for 
him  their  commendation  and  respect. 


WILLIAM  POWELL. 

One  of  Polk  county’s  native  sons  who  is  meeting  with  success  in  agricultural 
pursuits  is  William  Powell,  who  was  born  in  Four  Mile  township  on  the  12th 
of  May,  1871.  He  is  a  son  of  John  and  Margaret  (Williams)  Powell,  natives 
of  England,  who  emigrated  to  the  United  States  and  located  in  Polk  county  in 
early  days.  He  at  length  acquired  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land  in 
Jefferson  township,  which  he  had  previously  rented  for  seven  years,  and  has 
ever  since  continued  to  make  that  his  home.  The  mother  passed  away  in 
May,  1908. 

Having  been  born  and  reared  in  the  country,  William  Powell  was  well 
adapted  to  engage  in  agricultural  pursuits  when  he  had  completed  his  education, 
which  was  acquired  in  the  district  schools  of  Polk  county.  He  remained  at 
home  with  his  parents  until  his  marriage,  following  which  he  settled  on  a  forty 
acre  tract  that  he  had  previously  purchased.  This  he  cultivated,  in  connection 
with  some  land  he  rented  from  his  father,  for  several  years,  but  he  has  since 
leased  his  farm  to  his  brother-in-law  and  is  now  operating  his  father’s  home¬ 
stead.  In  addition  to  the  cultivation  of  his  fields  he  raises  about  one  hundred 
hogs  per  year  and  keeps  about  fifty  head  of  cattle  and  sixteen  horses. 

Mr.  Powell  was  married  on  the  nth  of  April,  1901,  to  Miss  Maude  Belgarde, 
a  daughter  of  John  and  Kate  (Muzzy)  Belgarde,  natives  of  Iowa.  Her  father 
engaged  in  farming  in  Guthrie  county  for  a  good  many  years  and  removed  from 
there  to  Polk  county,  where  he  remained  for  three  years.  At  the  expiration 
of  that  period  he  went  to  Warren  county  but  after  a  short  time  returned  to 
Polk.  After  residing  here  for  six  years  he  went  to  Greene  county,  locating  on 
the  farm  on  which  he  and  his  wife  are  now  living.  Two  children  have  been 
born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Powell :  Helen  A.,  who  is  now  six  years  of  age ;  and 
Lucille  K.,  who  is  four. 

Fraternally  Mr.  Powell  is  affiliated  with  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd 
Fellows,  being  identified  with  the  lodge  at  Polk  City,  and  both  he  and  his  wife 
hold  membership  in  the  Presbyterian  church.  In  politics  he  is  a  republican  and 
is  the  present  clerk  of  Jefferson  township,  while  he  served  two  terms  as  assessor. 
In  the  conduct  of  his  affairs  Mr.  Powell  has  always  given  evidence  of  possessing 
the  discretion  and  sagacity  which  bespeak  good  business  ability,  while  the  appear¬ 
ance  of  his  farm  attests  his  skill  as  an  agriculturist. 


JAMES  IRVIN  HERROLD. 

One  of  the  successful  stockmen  of  Jefferson  township  is  James  Irwin  Her- 
rold,  who  is  engaged  in  the  cultivation  of  two  hundred  and  eighty  acres  of  land. 
Mr.  Herrold  is  one  of  Polk  county’s  sons,  his  natal  day  being  the  19th  of  May, 
1870.  He  is  a  son  of  Joseph  and  Lavina  (Hartman)  Herrold,  natives  of 
Indiana,  from  which  state  they  came  to  Iowa,  locating  in  Polk  county  in  early 
days.  Here  Mr.  Herrold,  who  has  always  been  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits, 
bought  government  land,  which  he  cleared  and  improved  and  has  ever  since 
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continued  to  cultivate,  although  both  he  and  his  wife  have  arrived  at  the  age 
when  the  majority  of  people  think  of  retiring. 

Reared  on  the  homestead  where  he  was  born  James  Irvin  Herrold  acquired 
his  education  in  the  district  schools,  remaining  a  member  of  the  paternal  house¬ 
hold  and  assisting  with  the  work  of  the  farm  until  he  was  seventeen  years  of 
age.  In  1889  he  left  home  to  begin  life  for  himself,  doing  farm  work  for  three 
years,  during  which  time  he  saved  sufficient  money  to  enable  him  to  engage  in 
farming  as  a  renter.  He  is  now  operating  two  hundred  and  eighty  acres  of 
land,  eighty  of  which  belong  to  his  father.  Being  an  energetic  and  persevering 
man  he  has  met  with  success  in  his  ventures  and  is  rapidly  becoming  recognized 
as  one  of  the  most  capable  agriculturists  in  the  township.  He  makes  a  specialty 
of  raising  and  feeding  cattle  and  hogs  for  the  market,  feeding  one  hundred  hogs 
annually,  while  he  keeps  about  fifty  head  of  cattle  and  thirty  horses  and  mules. 

In  November,  1893,  was  solemnized  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Herrold  and  Miss 
Elizabeth  Powell,  a  daughter  of  John  and  Margaret  (Williams)  Powell.  Her 
parents  were  both  natives  of  England,  emigrating  from  there  in  a  very  early 
day  and  settling  in  Des  Moines.  Later  Mr.  Powell  bought  a  farm  in  Jefferson 
township,  which  he  cleared  and  improved  and  in  the  cultivation  of  which  he  is 
still  engaged.  He  has  always  followed  agricultural  pursuits  since  locating  in 
this  state,  having  farmed  as  a  renter  for  seven  years  before  purchasing  his 
homestead.  Mrs.  Powell  passed  away  in  May,  1908.  Six  children  have  been 
born  unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Herrold,  in  order  of  birth  as  follows :  Esther  M.,  who 
is  seventeen  years  of  age;  Edith  G.,  sixteen;  Iva  M.,  fourteen;  Emma  E., 
twelve ;  Powell  I.,  ten ;  and  Anna  L.,  seven. 

The  religious  faith  of  the  family  is  manifested  through  their  affiliation  with 
the  Christian  church.  Fraternally  Mr.  Herrold  belongs  to  the  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows  at  Polk  City,  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America  and  the 
Owls.  He  takes  much  interest  in  public  affairs,  giving  his  support  to  the  candi¬ 
dates  of  the  republican  party,  and  has  for  many  years  been  a  school  director 
in  his  township,  and  at  the  present  time  he  is  also  serving  as  a  trustee.  Mr. 
iierrold  has  met  with  more  than  a  moderate  degree  of  success  in  his  vocation 
and  it  must  be  attributed  almost  entirely  to  his  tireless  energy  and  well  and 
capabiy  directed  efforts. 


JAMES  A.  BROWN. 

One  of  those  who  have  been  actively  and  successfully  associated  with  the 
agricultural  development  of  Polk  county  is  James  A.  Brown,  who  lives  on  a 
well  improved  farm  of  one  hundred  acres  in  Webster  township.  He  is  a  son 
of  Alexander  and  Agnes  (Lundy)  Brown,  natives  of  Ireland  but  of  Scotch 
descent,  and  his  birth  occurred  in  Troy,  New  York,  on  the  6th  of  July,  1856. 
Alexander  Brown  was  born  on  the  Emerald  isle  in  1814,  and  there  he  continued 
to  reside  until  he  had  reached  the  age  of  twenty-four  years,  when  he  emigrated 
to  the  United  States.  Upon  his  arrival  in  this  country  he  located  in  Troy,  New 
York,  where  he  obtained  employment  as  a  horticulturist,  the  duties  of  which 
he  was  most  capably  fitted  to  discharge  owing  to  his  preparation  and  practice 
in  his  native  land.  After  thirty-one  years  residence  in  the  Empire  state  he 
came  to  Iowa,  locating  in  Des  Moines,  where  he  engaged  in  gardening  until 
1871,  when  he  bought  a  farm  just  over  the  line  in  Dallas  county.  Although 
he  immediately  engaged  in  improving  and  cultivating  this  property  he  and  his 
family  continued  to  reside  in  Des  Moines  until  1879*  a-t  which  time  they  settled 
upon  the  farm.  From  that  time  until  his  demise  on  the  29th  of  December, 
1897,  Mr.  Brown  continued  to  cultivate  the  place,  upon  which  he  made  exten¬ 
sive  improvements,  erecting  a  house  and  barns  as  well  as  other  outbuildings, 
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which,  together  with  the  well  developed  state  of  the  land,  made  it  one  of  the 
valuable  farms  of  the  locality.  Mrs.  Brown  passed  away  fifteen  years  before 
her  husband,  her  death  occurring  in  September,  1882. 

James  A.  Brown  acquired  his  education  in  the  public  schools  of  Troy  and 
Des  Moines,  graduating  from  the  high  school  of  the  latter  place,  after  which 
he  assisted  his  father  in  the  cultivation  of  the  home  farm.  He  remained  with 
his  parents  until  he  was  twenty-two  years  of  age,  during  which  time,  under  the 
wise  and  competent  direction  of  his  father,  he  became  a  skilled  and  capable 
agriculturist.  Leaving  home  in  1878  he  began  farming  for  himself,  continuing 
to  cultivate  rented  land  for  five  years,  at  the  end  of  which  time  he  engaged 
with  his  brother,  W.  L..  Brown  of  Des  Moines,  in  the  coal  business  under  the 
name  of  the  Eureka  Coal  Company.  He  continued  to  be  identified  with  that 
business  for  seven  years,  during  which  time  he  invested  in  one  hundred  acres 
of  land  in  Webster  township,  upon  which  he  now  lives.  Withdrawing  from 
commercial  pursuits  in  1895  he  settled  upon  his  farm,  in  the  cultivation  of 
which  he  has  ever  since  been  engaged.  He  has  made  extensive  improvements 
upon  his  property,  having  planted  a  four  acre  orchard  and  erected  some  build¬ 
ings,  besides  various  minor  changes  which  have  added  vastly  to  the  appearance 
of  the  place.  In  addition  to  his  own  holdings  Mr.  Brown  rents  eighty  acres 
which  he  cultivates.  Until  the  last  year  he  devoted  more  attention  to  the  breed¬ 
ing  of  stock  than  to  his  agricultural  pursuits,  raising  from  forty  to  fifty  head 
of  cattle  and  about  twice  that  many  hogs  for  the  market  each  year.  Owing 
to  the  state  of  his  health,  which  is  not  so  good  as  formerly,  he  is  lessening  his 
responsibilities  and  is  doing  little  else  than  cultivate  his  fields.  He  has  always 
been  successful  in  his  undertakings  and  has  acquired  a  competence  which  makes 
it  possible  for  him  to  live  less  strenuously  during  his  later  years. 

On  the  14th  of  February,  1884,  Mr.  Brown  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Elva  Robertson,  a  daughter  of  George  L.  and  Emily  (Johnson)  Robertson, 
natives  of  Tennessee.  Her  father  came  to  Iowa  in  pioneer  days  and  settled  on 
a  farm  in  Dallas  county,  which  he  continued  to  cultivate  until  his  death,  in 
1908,  at  the  venerable  age  of  ninety-two  years.  His  wife  had  died  forty  years 
previously,  in  1868.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brown  were  born  the  following  children: 
Agnes,  born  in  1886,  and  Edna,  born  in  1888,  both  died  in  1891.  Marion,  born 
July  12,  1891,  is  now  attending  the  normal  college  at  Shenandoah,  Iowa.  John 
L.,  born  January  18,  1894,  and  James  K.,  born  October  16,  1895,  are  both 
attending  the  high  school  at  Grimes,  while  Ruth,  who  was  born  March  20, 
1897,  is  pursuing  her  studies  in  the  grammar  school  of  Grimes. 

The  family  attend  the  Presbyterian  church,  of  which  the  parents  are  mem¬ 
bers,  and  Mr.  Brown  is  a  charter  member  of  the  Royal  Arcanum  lodge  at  Des 
Moines  and  is  also  identified  with  the  Odd  Fellows  lodge -at  Grimes.  His  polit¬ 
ical  support  he  gives  to  the  republican  party,  and  he  has  several  times  been 
elected  to  the  offices  of  township  supervisor  and  school  director.  He  is  a 
public-spirited  man  and  is  ever  willing  to  do  all  within  his  power  to  advance 
any  measure  he  considers  to  be  for  the  general  good  of  the  community,  thus 
showing  himself  worthy  of  the  esteem  accorded  him  by  his  fellow  citizens. 


NICHOLAS  BEUCHER. 

Among  the  active  and  successful  citizens  of  Des  Moines  Nicholas  Beucher 
occupies  an  honorable  place  not  only  on  account  of  his  business  ability  but 
because  of  his  acknowledged  integrity  and  progressiveness.  He  comes  of  good 
German  ancestry  and  was  born  in  the  Rhine  Province,  Germany,  January  20, 
1864,  a  son  of  John  and  Rosa  (Ere)  Beucher.  The  father  was  also  born  in 
the  Rhine  Province,  June  24,  1824,  and  for  many  years  engaged  in  business  as 
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a  wine  merchant,  becoming  wine  commissioner  for  the  crown.  He  was  one 
of  the  responsible  men  of  his  locality  and  departed  this  life  December  18,  1868, 
when  his  son  Nicholas  was  four  years  of  age.  His  wife  was  born  January  7, 
1826,  and  they  were  married  in  1851.  She  died  in  1886,  at  the  age  of  sixty 
years.  There  were  three  children  in  the  family:  Nicholas,  the  subject  of  this 
review;  Conrad,  who  is  now  living  in  Chicago  and  has  four  children,  John, 
Louis,  Frank  and  Conrad,  Jr. ;  and  Mary,  who  still  lives  in  Germany  and  is 
now  Mrs.  Math.  Kribs  and  the  mother  of  five  children,  Joseph,  Edward,  Mary, 
John  and  Hilda. 

Nicholas  Bencher  was  educated  in  the  provincial  schools  and  after  arriving 
at  the  proper  age  was  apprenticed  to  learn  the  cooper’s  trade.  Having  served 
for  three  years,  he  was  pronounced  by  his  employer  as  a  thoroughly  competent 
journeyman.  Believing  from  what  he  had  heard  and  read  of  America  that  a 
young  man  of  good  habits  and  worthy  ambition  could  secure  a  competence 
much  more  readily  in  this  country  than  in  the  fatherland,  he  decided  to  seek 
his  fortune  among  strangers.  Accordingly,  at  twenty  years  of  age  he  landed 
and  made  his  way  direct  to  Chicago,  where  he  readily  found  employment  at 
the  cooper’s  trade.  He  continued  in  that  city  during  the  greater  part  of  the 
time  for  ten  years.  Subsequently  he  went  to  St.  Louis  and  obtained  work  in 
the  breweries  of  that  city,  coming  to  Des  Moines  in  1903.  Soon  after  his 
arrival  here  he  established  the  Des  Moines  Hide  &  Tallow  Company,  of  which 
he  is  sole  proprietor.  The  company  under  his  supervision  has  developed  into 
a  paying  concern  with  a  substantial  reputation  for  thoroughly  reliable  and  up-to- 
date  methods.  The  business  has  been  well  managed  and  yields  a  handsome 
income. 

On  the  10th  of  March,  1901,  Mr.  Beucher  was  united  in  marriage  at  Mil¬ 
waukee,  Wisconsin,  to  Miss  Amelia  M.  Ginta,  and  in  his  wife  he  has  found 
indeed  a  loving  and  faithful  companion.  Socially  Mr.  Beucher  is  identified 
with  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  and  has  many  friends  whom  he 
has  made  by  his  genial  nature  and  a  spirit  of  helpfulness,  which  is  one  of  the 
prominent  traits  of  his  character.  He  early  evinced  a  courage  and  independence 
which  enabled  him  to  make  a  way  for  himself  among  strangers.  While  he  is 
modest  and  unassuming,  all  who  know  him  speak  of  him  in  terms  of  praise. 
Politically  he  gives  his  support  to  the  democratic  party  but  he  has  never  aspired 
to  public  office,  as  his  ambition  is  along  other  lines. 


HARRY  P.  HOFF. 

Among  the  recent  acquisitions  to  the  commercial  life  of  Grimes  is  Harry 
P.  Hofif,  who  since  1909  has  been  identified  with  the  hardware  business  here. 
A  native  son  of  Iowa,  he  was  born  in  Dallas  county  on  the  16th  of  March, 
1881,  his  parents  being  Powell  and  Mary  (Weems)  Hofif,  both  natives  of  Ohio. 
Powell  Hofif,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  reared  and  practically  educated  in 
Illinois  but  attended  the  district  school  for  a  time  after  locating  in  Polk  county. 
During  pioneer  days  there  were  no  school  houses,  and  whenever  a  teacher  could 
be  obtained  those  who  were  desirous  of  further  education  collected  at  the  home 
of  one  of  their  members  where  the  school  sessions  were  held,  and  one  winter 
the  kitchen  of  the  Hofif  home  served  this  purpose.  Powell  Hofif  remained  at 
home  assisting  in  the  cultivation  of  the  farm  until  he  was  twenty-one  years  of 
age,  when  he  went  to  Des  Moines,  where  he  learned  the  carpenter’s  trade. 
After  three  years  residence  in  the  capital  city  he  decided  to  go  farther  west 
where,  at  that  time,  such  exorbitant  wages  were  being  paid  to  skilled  workmen. 
He  took  the  overland  route  to  Montana  in  1866,  where  he  received  twelve  dollars 
per  day  for  carpentry  work,  remaining  there  for  seven  years.  At  the  end  of 
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that  period  he  returned  to  Iowa,  buying  one  hundred  and  thirty-two  acres  of 
fine  farm  land  in  Dallas  county,  which  he  cleared  and  cultivated  until  1905 
During  the  long  period  of  his  residence  there  he  wrought  many  improvements 
upon  his  homestead,  which  at  the  time  of  his  retirement  was  one  of  the  best 
farms  in  that  section. 

Pov  ell  Hoff  chose  for  his  wife  Miss  Mary  Weems,  to  whom  he  was  married 
in  March,  1873.  .  She  was  a  daughter  of  David  and  Alice  Weems,  natives  of 
Kentucky  and  pioneers  of  Iowa.  Seven  children  were  born  of  this  union: 
Albert,  deceased;  Francis  L. ;  Alfred  J. ;  Harry  P. ;  Ernest  G. ;  Howard  O. ; 
and  Ray  L.  The  parents  have  always  affiliated  with  the  Christian  church, 
while  his  political  support  Mr.  Hoff  accords  the  prohibition  party,  thus  voicing 
his  sentiments  on  the  liquor  question.  Upon  their  retirement  from  the  farm 
in  1905  they  removed  to  Grimes,  where  they  continue  to  reside. 

Harry  P.  Hoff’s  boyhood  and  youth  differed  in  no  particulars  from  those 
of  the  majority  of  boys  who  are  reared  upon  a  farm.  He  attended  the  district 
schools  of  Dallas  county  in  the  acquirement  of  his  education,  and  remained  at 
home  until  he  was  twenty  years  of  age,  when  he  engaged  in  farming  for  one 
year  as  a  renter.  Following  this  he  took  a  trip  through  the  southwest  and 
spent  one  year  in  Texas  and  Mexico,  where  he  was  engaged  in  various  pursuits. 
Returning  to  Dallas  county  at  the  expiration  of  that  time  he  farmed  until  1907, 
at  which  time  he  removed  to  Polk  county,  following  the  same  occupation  for 
a  year.  In  1909  he  bought  out  a  hardware  business  in  Grimes,  with  which  he 
continues  to  be  identified.  He  carries  a  good  stock  of  well  selected  hardware 
and  cutlery,  as  well  as  tin  and  granite  ware,  all  of  reliable  brands.  A  gracious 
and  accommodating  manner  when  combined  with  unfailing  courtesy  must  ever 
bring  patrons  to  a  neat  and  attractive  store  and  ultimately  make  of  them  per¬ 
manent  customers;  thus  Mr.  Hoff  reasons  and  the  wisdom  of  his  judgment  is 
attested  by  his  constantly  increasing  business. 

On  the  10th  of  April,  1906,  Mr.  Hoff  and  Miss  Mary  A.  Kean,  a  daughter 
of  Andrew  J.  and  Mary  (Cullen)  Kean,  were  united  in  marriage.  Her  father 
is  a  native  of  New  York  and  her  mother  of  Ohio,  the  former  being  reared  in 
the  west,  however,  going  to  Nebraska  with  his  parents  in  1852.  He  engaged 
in  railroading  and  in  various  other  lines  of  activity  until  1872,  at  which  time 
he  purchased  a  farm  in  Webster  township,  Polk  county,  which  he  still  continues 
to  cultivate.  Two  children  have  been  born  unto  Mr. 'and  Mrs.  Hoff:  Ray  J., 
who  is  two  years  of  age  and  an  infant  not  yet  named. 

Mrs.  Hoff  is  a  communicant  of  the  Roman  Catholic  church,  while  he  affiliates 
with  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and  the  Modern  Woodmen  of 
America,  the  guiding  principles  of  which  fraternities  direct  his  life.  Politically 
he  supports  the  republican  party,  by  which  he  was  elected  to  the  office  of  con¬ 
stable  in  the  fall  of  1910,  but  as  he  did  not  desire  the  office  refused  to  qualify, 
feeling  that  he  must  concentrate  all  his  energy  and  attention  toward  the  develop¬ 
ment  of  his  business.  He  is  well  regarded  in  Grimes,  although  he  has  been  a 
resident  of  the  place  but  a  short  time,  and  is  looked  upon  as  one  of  the  promising 
young  business  men,  whose  future  seems  to  be  assured. 


JOHANN  KEEFNER. 

Johann  Keefner,  one  of  Des  Moines’  pioneer  citizens,  was  a  native  of 
Bavaria,  Germany,  and  on  coming  to  the  United  States  in  1849  first  located  in 
New  Orleans,  Louisiana.  There  he  contracted  yellow  fever  and  upon  his 
recovery  removed  to  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  where  he  married  Miss  Barbara  Gegner 
in  June,  1851.  In  1855  he  came  to  Des  Moines,  bought  some  lots  at  Second 
and  Walnut  streets,  but  then  remained  here  only  a  short  time,  returning  again 
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to  Cincinnati.  In  1856  he  brought  his  family  to  this  city,  arriving  here  on  the 
4th  of  July.  He  erected  a  building  on  Second  and  Walnut  streets,  which  was 
used  both  as  a  residence  and  as  a  bakery,  Mr.  Keefner  being  a  baker  by  trade. 
He  continued  to  follow  that  occupation  for  eleven  years,  and  meeting  with 
success,  he  invested  his  capital  in  land  at  McDivitt’s  Grove.  On  his  retirement 
from  business  he  settled  upon  his  farm  and  to  its  cultivation  and  improvement 
he  devoted  his  energies  until  two  years  prior  to  his  demise.  In  1887  he  returned 
to  Des  Moines,  where  he  passed  away  in  1889  at  the  age  of  sixty-nine  years, 
having  survived  his  wife  two  years.  In  their  family  were  eleven  children  but 
only  the  following  are  now  living:  Deitrich,  a  farmer  at  McDivitt’s  Grove; 
Julius,  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  in  South  Dakota;  Mrs.  Barbara  New¬ 
man;  and  John  F.  Keefner,  of  Des  Moines. 

The  last  named  acquired  his  education  in  the  public  schools  of  Des  Moines, 
and  on  laying  aside  his  text-books  assisted  his  father  in  the  cultivation  of  the 
home  farm.  Being  an  ambitious  youth,  however,  and  desiring  further  educa¬ 
tion,  he  attended  classes  at  the  Capital  City  Commercial  College  for  five  years 
during  the  long  winter  evenings.  Not  desiring  to  make  agriculture  his  life 
occupation,  at  the  end  of  that  time  he  left  the  farm  and  accepted  a  position  in 
Des  Moines.  At  the  end  of  three  years  he  purchased  a  grocery  store,  which  he 
conducted  for  eight  years,  and  subsequently  became  identified  with  the  Granite 
Brick  Company,  with  which  he  was  connected  for  eleven  years.  He  then 
organized  the  Des  Moines  Building  Material  Company,  dealing  in  building  and 
contractors’  supplies,  in  which  he  is  still  actively  engaged. 

On  the  1 6th  of  November,  1892,  was  celebrated  the  marriage  of  John  F. 
Keefner  and  Miss  Jessie  Fry.  They  have  become  the  parents  of  four  children, 
namely:  Helen,  who  was  born  February  17,  1895,  and  is  attending  the  East 
high  school ;  Kathryn  Barbara,  who  was  born  September  28,  1900,  and  is  attend¬ 
ing  the  Webster  school;  Jessie  Irene,  who  was  born  February  18,  1903,  and  is 
also  in  the  Webster  school;  and  Joseph,  who  was  born  May  29,  1905,  and  is 
in  the  kindergarten. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Keefner  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church. 
By  his  ballot  he  supports  the  men  and  measures  of  the  republican  party  but 
has  never  aspired  to  political  honors.  He  has  always  been  very  fond  of  literature 
and  has  a  large  and  well  chosen  library.  He  stands  high  in  the  esteem  of  his 
fellow  citizens,  and  those  who  have  known  him  from  boyhood  are  numbered 
among  his  warmest  friends. 


THOMAS  ROBERTSON. 

Thomas  Robertson,  who  owns  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  well  improved 
and  highly  cultivated  land  in  Bloomfield  township,  was  born  in  Greenfield 
township,  Warren  county,  Iowa,  in  March,  1861.  He  is  a  son  of  Mathew  and 
May  (MacMurdo)  Robertson,  natives  of  Scotland,  who  emigrated  to  the 
United  States  and  located  in  Iowa  in  1858.  They  entered  one  hundred  and 
twenty  acres  of  land  in  Warren  county,  which  they  immediately  began  to  clear 
and  cultivate,  adding  to  their  holdings  from  time  to  time  as  they  were  able  until 
they  had  acquired  considerable  property.  In  1870  they  removed  to  Polk  county, 
again  engaging  in  agricultural  pursuits  until  Mr.  Robertson’s  demise  in  1876. 
The  mother  survived  him  until  1908,  passing  away  at  the  age  of  eighty-seven 
years.  One  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  the  two  hundred  and  eighty  which 
comprised  his  estate  were  sold  to  the  government  and  now  form  part  of  the 
army  post. 

Thomas  Robertson  was  reared  in  Polk  county  and  in  the  district  schools 
he  obtained  his  education.  He  was  a  lad  of  only  fourteen  years  at  the  time 
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of  his  father’s  death  but  the  management  and  cultivation  of  the  homestead 
thereafter  devolved  upon  him.  He  remained  with  his  mother  until  about 
twenty-three  years  of  age,  at  which  time  he  was  married.  Subsequent  to  this 
event  he  purchased  eighty  acres  of  land  and  began  farming  for  himself,  con¬ 
tinuing  to  reside  upon  that  place,  until  1909  when  he  sold  the  property  to  the 
government.  Following  this  he  removed  to  his  present  location,  which  is  two 
and  a  half  miles  northwest  of  the  army  post,  where  he  engages  in  general 
farming  and  stock-raising.  This  is  one  of  the  valuable  farms  of  the  township 
and  during  the  period  of  his  residence  Mr.  Robertson  has  always  kept  it  in 
excellent  condition.  He  devotes  considerable  attention  to  his  stock  and  now 
has  twenty-five  head  of  cattle  and  eight  head  of  horses.  After  the  establish¬ 
ment  of  the  army  post  he  and  his  son  opened  a  general  store  nearby,  which 
they  conducted  four  years  and  then  discontinued,  but  Mr.  Robertson  still  owns 
the  property,  however. 

In  1885  Mr.  Robertson  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Hastie, 
a  daughter  of  Andrew  and  Elizabeth  (Whitaker)  Hastie.  Her  parents,  who 
were  natives  of  Scotland,  came  to  Iowa  about  i860  and  located  in  Warren 
county,  where  the  father  engaged  in  contracting.  Later  he  followed  farming 
until  his  death  in  November,  1910.  The  mother  of  Mrs.  Robertson  had  passed 
away  in  1868.  Four  children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robertson: 
Charles  M.,  who  is  married  and  lives  near  the  army  post;  George  A.,  also 
married  and  living  at  home;  Raymond  Ah,  who  is  eleven  years  of  age;  and 
Wilbur  K.,  now  in  his  ninth  year. 

The  parents  are  communicants  of  the  United  Presbyterian  church,  while 
fraternally  Mr.  Robertson  is  affiliated  with  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America 
and  the  Yeomen.  Although  he  is  an  ardent  republican  he  never  actively  par¬ 
ticipates  in  local  political  matters,  always  having  preferred  to  devote  his  time 
and  attention  to  the  advancement  of  his  private  affairs.  At  the  same  time  his 
interest  in  educational  matters  has  caused  him  to  serve  as  a  school  director  for 
many  years,  in  which  capacity  his  services  have  been  most  satisfactory  as  his 
repeated  election  indicates. 


ALBERT  E.  CARNEY. 

One  of  the  capable  as  well  as  prosperous  agriculturists  of  Elkhart  township 
is  Albert  E.  Carney,  who  was  born  in  the  township  where  he  now  resides  in 
October,  1871,  and  is  a  son  of  Hugh  and  Sarah  (Lester)  Carney.  The  father 
was  a  native  of  Ireland  but  of  Scotch  extraction,  and  the  mother  of  London, 
England.  Mr.  Carney  emigrated  to  the  United  States  in  his  early  manhood  and 
engaged  in  grade  contracting  on  railroads  for  several  years.  He  subsequently 
purchased  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land  in  Elkhart  township,  this  county, 
which  he  immediately  began  improving  and  cultivating,  continuing  its  operation 
until  his  death  on  the  226.  of  February,  1909.  The  mother  still  survives  at  the 
venerable  age  of  seventy-five  years. 

Albert  E.  Carney  was  reared  on  the  homestead  where  he  was  born,  attending 
the  district  schools  of  Elkhart  township  in  the  acquirement  of  his  education. 
His  early  years  were  not  unlike  those  of  the  average  farmer  lad,  for  such  time  as 
he  was  not  in  school  was  very  largely  devoted  to  the  work  of  the  fields  and  such 
odd  jobs  about  the  homestead  as  were  assigned  by  parental  authority.  He  con¬ 
tinued  at  home  until  he  was  twenty-five  years  of  age,  when  he  was  married,  after 
which  he  farmed  as  a  renter  until  1909.  Upon  the  death  of  his  father  he  came 
into  possession  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of  land,  which  he  has  ever  since 
cultivated  in  connection  with  ninety  acres  which  he  rents.  In  connection  with 
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the  cultivation  of  his  fields  he  raises  about  seventy-five  head  of  hogs  annually 
and  he  keeps  thirty  head  of  cattle  and  twelve  horses. 

In  June,  1896,  Mr.  Carney  married  Miss  Elizabeth  Nolan,  a  daughter  of 
Charles  and  Bridget  (Hartnett)  Nolan.  Her  parents  are  natives  of  Ireland, 
whence  they  emigrated  to  the  United  States,  locating  in  Polk  county,  Iowa, 
where  the  father  engaged  in  farming  for  nearly  forty  years.  Disposing  of  his 
interests  here  he  then  removed  to  Palo  Alto  county,  where  he  continues  to  fol¬ 
low  agricultural  pursuits  although  he  has  attained  the  age  of  seventy  years,  while 
the  mother  is  sixty-five. 

Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Carney  are  communicants  of  the  Roman  Catholic  church, 
and  in  politics  he  is  a  republican.  He  has  met  with  most  gratifying  success  in 
his  work  and  in  addition  to  his  homestead  owns  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of 
land  in  South  Dakota.  His  entire  life  has  been  spent  in  the  locality  where  he  now 
resides,  among  whose  citizens  he  numbers  many  friends  who  were  the  comrades 
of  his  boyhood. 


WALTER  CARNEY. 

Fairview  Farm  is  one  of  the  attractive  homesteads  of  Elkhart  township. 
It  is  the  property  of  Walter  Carney,  who  was  born  in  the  township  where  he 
now  resides  on  the  16th  of  November,  1875.  He  is  a  son  of  Hugh  and  Sarah 
(Lester)  Carney,  the  father  a  native  of  Ireland  but  of  Scotch  extraction,  and 
the  mother  of  London,  England.  Mr.  Carney  emigrated  to  the  United  States 
in  early  manhood  and  for  some  years  after  his  arrival  engaged  in  executing 
grade  contracts  on  the  railroad.  He  subsequently  purchased  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres  of  land  in  Elkhart  township,  in  the  cultivation  of  which  he  met  with 
such  excellent  success  that  he  became  one  of  the  extensive  landowners  of  the 
township.  He  passed  away  on  the  22d  of  February,  1909,  but  the  mother  still 
survives  at  the  age  of  seventy-five  years. 

Reared  on  a  farm,  Walter  Carney  early  became  familiar  with  the  tilling  of 
the  fields  and  care  of  the  crops,  having  to  assist  in  these  operations  while  pur¬ 
suing  his  studies  in  the  district  schools.  He  remained  a  member  of  the  parental 
household  until  he  had  attained  his  majority,  devoting  his  time  and  attention 
to  the  work  of  the  farm  under  the  supervision  of  his  father.  Leaving  home  he 
began  his‘  independent  career  as  an  agriculturist  by  renting  land,  which  he 
cultivated  until  1906.  He  then  purchased  forty  acres,  which  he  operated  in 
connection  with  some  rented  land  until  after  his  father’s  death,  when  he  came 
into  possession  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of  his  property.  A  capable 
agriculturist  and  good  manager  as  well  as  business  man,  his  ventures  have 
been  rewarded  with  very  good  success  and  in  1910  he  increased  his  holdings 
by  the  addition  of  eighty  acres.  In  1911  he  purchased  another  forty,  his  acreage 
now  aggregating  three  hundred  and  thirty  in  Polk  county  and  also  one  hundred 
and  sixty  acres. in  South  Dakota.  He  is  operating  in  addition  to  his  own  land 
eighty  acres  which  he  rents  of  his  mother,  thus  having  about  four  hundred  acres 
under  cultivation.  In  connection  with  the  tilling  of  his  extensive  fields  Mr. 
Carney  raises  one  hundred  hogs  annually,  keeps  from  forty  to  one  hundred  head 
of  cattle  and  twenty  horses..  His  various  enterprises  proving  very  lucrative  he 
has  a  well  improved,  plentifully  stocked  and  highly  cultivated  homestead. 

, April,  1900,  Mr.  Carney  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Minnie  E.  Sheehan,  a  daughter  of  William  and  Mary  (Maxwell)  Sheehan,  the 
mother  a  native  of  Polk  county  and  the  father  of  Minnesota.  Mr.  Sheehan  came 
to  Polk  county  during  pioneer  days  and  engaged  in  farming  for  several  years, 
but  later  turned  his  attention  to  railroading  and  has  ever  since  followed  the 
latter  vocation.  He  and  his  wife  are  now  living  in  Des  Moines.  To  Mr.  and 
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Mrs.  Carney  have  been  born  five  children,  as  follows:  Edward  Leo,  who  is 
a  lad  of  nine  years;  Mary  E.,  aged  seven;  William  Hugh,  now  five;  James 
Virgil,  who  is  three;  and  Charles  Walter,  a  babe  of  six  months. 

The  family  attend  the  Roman  Catholic  church,  of  which  both  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Carney  are  communicants,  and  politically  he  is  a  republican.  He  has  al¬ 
ways  been  too  deeply  engrossed  in  the  development  of  his  own  interests,  how¬ 
ever,  to  prominently  participate  in  township  activities  but  has  served  as  ’school 
director.  He  is  one  of  the  prosperous  agriculturists  of  his  township,  his  success 
being  very  largely  due  to  his  energetic  perseverance  and  intelligent  direction  of 
his  affairs. 


FRANCIS  M.  ELLIOTT. 

The  attractiveness  of  Iowa  as  a  place  of  residence  is  indicated  by  the  fact 
that  many  of  her  native  sons  have  remained  within  her  borders,  believing  that 
her  advantages  and  opportunities  are  equal,  if  not  superior,  to  those  to  be  secured 
in  other  parts  of  the  country.  Francis  M.  Elliott  was  born  in  Elkhart  township, 
Polk  county,  on  the  5th  of  February,  1857,  his  parents  being  Abraham  and 
Emeline  (Cunningham)  Elliott,  both  natives  of  Indiana.  The  Elliott  family 
removed  from  Virginia  to  Kentucky  at  an  early  day  and  our  subject’s  grand¬ 
father,  William  Elliott,  subsequently  became  a  resident  of  Indiana.  In  1849 
he  came  to  Iowa,  accompanied  by  his  sons,  who  remained  in  Henry  county,  this 
state,  tor  one  year,  but  he  proceeded  to  Polk  county  and  entered  claims  for ’him¬ 
self  and  sons  in  Elkhart  township,  where  they  all  subsequently  located.  The 
winter  of  1850  was  very  severe  and  the  grandfather  was  compelled  to  abandon 
his  log  cabin  and  seek  shelter  with  the  Indians,  then  located  at  the  head  of 
Cory  Crove,  in  Elkhart  township,  on  what  is  now  known  as  the  Peter  Keller 
farm. 

Abraham  Elliott,  the  father  of  our  subject,  came  to  Iowa,  as  previously 
stated,  m  1849,  and  first  located  near  Fairfield,  in  Henry  county,  and  a  year 
later  came  to  Polk  county,  locating  upon  the  land  in  Elkhart  township  which' 
his  father  had  entered.  To  its  cultivation  and  improvement  he  devoted  his 
attention  until  1870,  in  which  year  he  sold  that  property  and  removed  to  Jewell 
county,  Kansas,  to  make  a  homestead  claim.  On  account  of  a  heavy  drought, 
however,  lie  did  not  remain  in  that  state  but  drove  back  to  Polk  county,  Iowa, 
purchasing  another  farm  in  Elkhart  township,  which  remained  his  home  until 
the  time  of  his  death.  He  passed  away  on  the  4th  of  July,  1899,  having  long 
survived  his  wife,  whose  death  occurred  in  July,  1875. 

Reared  on  the  home  farm  in  Polk  county,  Francis  M.  Elliott  attended  the 
district  sclrools  of  Elkhart  township,  and  after  completing  his  education  con¬ 
centrated  his  eltorts  upon  the  work  of  the  fields,  giving  his  father  the  benefit  of 
his  assistance  until  he  attained  his  majority.  In  the  meantime  he  had  learned 
•much  valuable  information  concerning  the  best  methods  of  carrying  on  agri¬ 
cultural  pursuits,  and  thus  he  was  well  equipped  for  an  independent  venture 
when  he  entered  the  business  world  on  his  own  account.  He  first  began  as  a 
rentei,  operating  farms  in  that  capacity  until  1899,  when  he  purchased  his 
present  farm  ot  seventy-five  acres  in  Elkhart  township,  which  has  since  remained 
his  home.  Since  his  occupancy  he  has  greatly  improved  the  place  and  through 
wise  management  and  close  application  has  been  able  annually  to  reap  abundant 
harvests,  which  have  made  his  farming  venture  a  paying  proposition  and  which 
have  placed  him  in  comfortable  circumstances,  being  now  one  of  the  substantial 
and  prosperous  agriculturists  of  the  locality.  * 

In  March,  1883,  Mr.  Elliott  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Margaret  J. 
Law,  a  daughter  of  Andrew  and  Mary  (Bell)  Law,  both  natives  of  Ireland. 
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In  1865  the  father  came  to  the  United  States,  locating  in  Des  Moines,  Iowa, 
and  there  remained  for  one  year,  after  which  he  rented  a  farm  north  of  that 
city  and  in  its  operation  he  continued  for  three  years.  At  the  expiration  of 
that  period  he  removed  to  Lincoln  township,  Polk  county,  where  he  rented  a 
farm  for  four  years,  and  then  went  to  Douglas  township  and  purchased  a  tract 
of  forty  acres,  to  the  improvement  and  development  of  which  he  devoted  his 
energies  for  four  years.  Subsequently  he  sold  that  property  and  came  to  Elk¬ 
hart  township,  where  he  purchased  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  and  on  that 
farm  he  made  his  home  while  actively  engaged  in  business.  He  added  to  this 
place  from  time  to  time  until  he  became  the  owner  of  three  hundred  and  seventy- 
eight  acres  of  highly  improved  property.  In  1905  he  retired  from  agricultural 
pursuits  and  returned  to  Des  Moines,  where  he  lived  in  the  enjoyment  of  well 
earned  ‘rest  until  his  death,  on  the  6th  of  February,  1910,  when  he  had  attained 
the  age  of  seventy-eight  years.  His  widow  still  survives,  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
four  years,  and  now  makes  _  her  home  in  Des  Moines.  Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Elliott  have  been  born  six  children,  as  follows :  Mary,  aged  twenty-seven  years, 
who  married  Andrew  Johnson,  a  farmer  of  Emmet  county;  Andrew  A.,  aged 
twenty- four  years,  residing  at  home;  Bertha  V.  K.,  aged  twenty-two  years,  a 
resident  of  Des  Moines ;  and  Alvaretta,  Harry  and  Othozone,  aged  twenty, 
fifteen  and  twelve  years,  respectively,  all  yet  under  the  parental  roof. 

The  family  attend  the  United  Brethren  church  and  are  prominent  in  the 
social  circles  of  the  community.  Mr.  Elliott  is  a  republican  in  politics,  believing 
that  the  principles  of  that  party  are  best  adapted  to  advance  the  public  welfare. 
He  served  as  constable  of  the  township  for  ten  years,  has  also  acted  as  school 
director,  and  is  deeply  interested  in  the  material  and  moral  as  well  as  the  in¬ 
tellectual  growth  of  the  community.  No  public  trust  reposed  in  him  has  ever 
been  betrayed  in  the  slightest  degree  and  his  fidelity  to  honorable,  manly  prin¬ 
ciples  has  ever  won  for  him  the  good-will  and  friendship  of  those  with  whom 
he  has  been  brought  in  contact. 


WILLARD  J.  COMBS. 

The  Iowa  Machinery  &  Supply  Company  is  widely  known  as  one  of  the 
growing  and  profitable  business  enterprises  of  Des  Moines.  Its  affairs  have 
been  conducted  along  lines  that  have  met  with  general  favor  so  that  today, 
after  an  existence  of  a  little  more  than  twenty  years,  the  name  is  familiar  not 
only  in  Iowa  but  throughout  many  states  of  the  west.  Willard  J.  Combs,  the 
founder  of  this  organization  and  ever  since  one  of  its  prominent  factors,  was 
born  in  Carroll  county,  Ohio,  September  24,  1862,  a  son  of  William  B.  and 
Sarah  A.  (Drake)  Combs,  the  latter  of  whom  is  now  living  in  Chicago.  The 
father  was  for  a  number  of  years  engaged  in  the  carriage  manufacturing  busi¬ 
ness  in  Carroll  county,  Ohio.  At  the  time  of  the  Civil  war  he  was  instrumental 
in  organizing  a  company  of  volunteers  who  intercepted  the  Morgan  Raiders, 
thus  performing  a  service  of  great  importance  to  the  state.  He  continued  in 
Ohio  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1896. 

Willard  J.  Combs  received  his  early  education  in  a  country  schoolhouse  in 
Brown  township,  Carroll  county,  Ohio,  little  dreaming  that  in  later  years  he 
would  become  closely  identified  with  one  of  the  most  beautiful  cities  of  the 
west.  As  a  boy  he  assisted  his  father  upon  the  home  farm  and  later  was  con¬ 
nected  with  the  Sheppard  Dry  Goods  Company  for  four  years.  His  next  ex¬ 
perience  was  with  R.  H.  Parker  &  Company,  of  Youngstown,  dealers  in  whole¬ 
sale  notions.  In  1886  he  went  to  Altoona,  Iowa,  where  he  engaged  in  the  grain 
business  for  twelve  years,  gaining  an  experience  which  has  assisted  him  very 
materially  in  overcoming  many  difficulties  that  have  since  presented  themselves. 
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Seeing  a  favorable  opening  in  Des  Moines,  he  located  in  this  city  in  1889  and 
was  associated  with  \\ .  H.  Baker  under  the  title  of  the  Iowa  Machinery  & 
Supply  Company.  Well  managed  from  the  start,  the  company  made  rapid 
headway  and  today  it  is  one  of  the  most  favorably  known  concerns  of  the  kind 
west  of  the  Mississippi  river.  In  1904  Mr.  Combs  purchased  the  interest  of 
Mr.  Baker  and  the  business  is  now  in  charge  of  Combs  &  Bramhall. 

On  the  26th  of  June,  1906,  Mr.  Combs  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Wilma  Blagg,  whose  father  is  a  well  known  brick  manufacturer  of  Des  Moines. 
Mr.  and  Airs.  Combs  have  two  children:  Willard  Tames,  born  Alarch  3,  1908; 
and  Leona  Louise,  born  June  25,  1910. 

Air.  Combs  fraternally  is  identified  with  Capital  Lodge,  No.  no,  A.  F.  & 
A.  AI.  He  has  for  many  years  been  a  valued  member  of  the  Christian  church 
and  politically  is  a  supporter  of  the  democratic  party.  In  his  business  career 
he  has  shown  a  high  degree  of  enterprise,  tempered  by  cool  judgment,  by  which 
the  various  steps  in  the  development  of  the  Iowa  Alachinery  &  Supply  Company 
have  been  wisely  directed.  A  good  judge  of  men,  he  possesses  the  qualities 
of  mind  and  heart  that  attract  others  and  strengthen  the  bonds  of  mutual  esteem, 
making  him  one  of  the  acknowledged  leaders  in  the  community.  He  has  been 
governed  by  a  high  sense  of  justice,  never  seeking  to  advance  his  own  interests 
by  the  overthrow  of  others.  By  this  course,  consistently  pursued,  he  has  gained 
the  confidence  and  good-will  of  all  who  know  him. 


LARS  O.  LARSON. 

Lars  O.  Larson,  one  of  the  extensive  landholders  and  prominent  citizens  of 
Polk  county,  is  the  owner  of  one  thousand  acres  in  the  state  of  Iowa,  three 
hundred  and  fifty-five  acres  thereof  being  in  Polk  county.  He  is  also  a  leading 
factor  in  financial  circles  as  the  president  of  the  Bank  of  Huxley  at  Huxley, 
Iowa.  His  birth  occurred  in  Illinois  on  the  28th  of  May,  1850,  his  parents 
being  Oscar  and  Gonelda  (Tegelend)  Larson,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of 
Norway.  His  paternal  grandfather  was  Lars  Larson,  of  Aetna,  Norway,  living 
near  Stowell,  where  he  was  engaged  in  farming,  and  there  our  subject’s  father 
was  born  and  reared.  The  maternal  grandfather,  Torger  Tegelend,  was  a 
farmer  of  Skonevig,  Tegelend,  Norway,  which  was  the  birthplace  of  his  daugh¬ 
ter,  Airs.  Larson.  To  Oscar  Larson  and  wife  were  born  three  children,  namely: 
Lars  O.,  of  this  review;  Thomas,  a  farmer  of  Eagle  Grove,  Iowa;  and  Charles, 
a  retired  merchant  of  Des  Moines.  Our  subject’s  parents  emigrated  to  the 
United  States  in  1849,  locating  in  Kendall  county,  Illinois,  where  the  father 
purchased  and  improved  a  farm,  being  successfully  engaged  in  its  operation 
until  1855.  He  was  a  blacksmith  by  trade  and  worked  at  that  occupation  in 
connection  with  his  farming  interests.  In  1855  he  removed  to  Story  county, 
Iowa,  and  bought  a  farm  on  section  30.  Union  township,  paying  a  dollar  and  a 
quarter  an  acre  for  the  property.  He  improved  the  place  "and  was  busily  en¬ 
gaged  in  its  operation  until  1874,  when  he  disposed  of  it  to  our  subject.  The 
remainder  of  his  life  was  spent  in  honorable  retirement  on  a  tract  of  forty 
acres  near  Cambridge,  Iowa,  where  he  passed  away  on  the  nth  of  January, 
1900.  His.  widow,  who  is  still  living  at  the  age  of  eighty-six,  makes  her  home 
in  Des  Aloines. 

Lars  O.  Larson  was  reared  in  Story  county,  this  state,  and  attended  the 
district  schools  in  the  acquirement  of  an  education.  He  remained  under  the 
parental  roof  until  twenty-three  years  of  age,  when  he  was  married  and  started 
out  as  an  agriculturist  on  his  own  account,  operating  a  rented  farm  for  two 
years.  On  the  expiration  of  that  period  he  purchased  a  tract  of  ninety  acres 
from  his  father,  devoting  his  attention  to  its  cultivation  until  1877,  when  he 


CITY  OF  DES  MOINES  AND  POLK  COUNTY 


1173 


sold  the  property  and  took  up  his  abode  in  Elkhart  township,  Polk  county. 
Here  he  bought  an  improved  farm  of  one  hundred  and  forty-five  acres  and 
has  been  engaged  in  its  operation  continuously  since,  gradually  adding  more 
improvements  until  it  is  now  a  model  property.  As  his  financial  resources 
increased  he  augmented  his  holdings  by  additional  purchase  until  they  now  em¬ 
brace  one  thousand  acres  of  valuable  land  in  Iowa,  three  hundred  and  fifty-five 
acres  thereof  being  in  Polk  county  and  the  remainder  in  Story,  Wright  and 
Boone  counties.  He  has  won  an  enviable  measure  of  success  in  the  conduct  of 
his  agricultural  interests  and  is  also  a  prominent  factor  in  financial  circles,  being 
now  the  president  of  the  Bank  of  Huxley  at  Huxley,  Iowa,  and  a  stockholder 
in  the  Iowa  Trust  &  Savings  Bank  of  Des  Moines  and  the  Farmers.  Savings 
Bank  of  Slater,  Iowa.  Fifteen  years  ago  he  organized  the  Farmers  Coopera¬ 
tive  Creamery  Company  of  Huxley,  Iowa,  and  served  as  its  chief  executive 
officer  for  several  years.  At  the  present  time  he  is  a  director  of  the  company. 

In  September,  1873,  Mr.  Larson  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Randy 
Sheldahl,  a  daughter  of  Osmond  and  Anna  (Tesdahl)  Sheldahl,  both  of  whom 
were  natives  of  Aetna,  Sheldahl,  Norway.  Her  paternal  grandfather  was  Eric 
Sheldahl  and  her  maternal  grandfather  was  Halvor  Tesdahl,  of  Aetna.  On 
coming  to  the  United  States  in  1845  her  parents  located  in  Kendall  county, 
Illinois,  where  Mr.  Sheldahl  purchased  a  farm  and  resided  until  1855.  In  that 
year  he  removed  to  Story  county,  Iowa,  where  he  purchased,  improved  and 
operated  a  farm  until  1875,  when  he  put  aside  the  active  work  of  the  fields  and 
took  up  his  abode  in  Sheldahl,  Iowa,  which  town  was  named  in  his  honor.  He 
was  a  minister  of  the  Lutheran  church  and  pastor  of  the  Palestine  church  from 
1859  to  1876.  In  Sheldahl,  Iowa,  he  passed  away  on  the  28th  of  May,  1900, 
and  his  wife  was  called  to  her  final  rest  on  the  5th  of  July,  1881. 

Lmto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Larson  were  born  ten  children,  as  follows  :  Julia,  who 
is  now  the  wife  of  Henry  T.  Wieeks,  of  Boone  county,  Iowa,  and  has  two 
adopted  children,  Orvile  and  Stella ;  Osmond,  a  farmer  of  Story  county,  who 
married  Sarah  Westwold  and  has  two  children,  Seward  and  Lawrence ;  Oscar, 
at  home;  Andrew,  who  married  Nellie  Michelson  and  is  engaged  in  farming  in 
Story  county;  Louis,  who  died  September  29,  1884;  Lewis,  at  home;  Anna, 
who  died  May  9,  1893;  and  Mary,  Carrie  and  Henry,  all  three  at  home. 

Mr.  Larson  is  a  republican  in  politics  and  has  proved  an  able  incumbent  in 
several  public  offices.  He  served  as  trustee  of  Elkhart  township  for  sixteen 
consecutive  years,  acted  as  a  school  director  for  a  number  of  years  and  likewise 
held  the  office  of  road  supervisor.  In  religious  faith  he  and  his  family  are 
Lutherans.  His  genuine  personal  worth  and  sterling  traits  of  character  have 
won  him  the  unbounded  confidence  and  esteem  of  the  entire  community  and 
the  respect  and  admiration  of  all  with  whom  he  has  come  in  contact. 


CHARLES  A.  SWANSON. 

There  are  many  apparently  endowed  with  an  indomitable  will  which  over¬ 
comes  all  obstacles  and  nothing  short  of  death  itself  can  prevent  them  from 
accomplishing  almost  any  object  they  may  desire.  To  this  class  belongs  Charles 
A.  Swanson,  of  Des  Moines.  Self-educated  and  from  his  boyhood  self-directed, 
he  has  won  the  favors  of  fortune  and  also  an  honorable  name  and  today  has' 
a  large  circle  of  friends  who  recognize  in  him  those  qualities  that  contribute 
most  toward  the  development  of  a  manly  character.  He  was  born  in  Sweden, 
January  10,  1857,  a  son  of  K.  E.  and  Sophie  (Johnson)  Swanson,  the  latter 
of  whom  passed  away  at  her  old  home  in  Sweden  in  1909  at  the  advanced  age 
of  eighty  years. 
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Charles  A.  Swanson  early  began  on  the  little  home  farm  the  struggle  with 
poverty  and  the  years  of  his  boyhood  were  occupied  with  labor,  as  it  was  neces¬ 
sary  for  every  member  of  the  family  to  work  in  order  to  provide  the  simplest 
means  of  sustenance.  Upon  arriving  at  the  age  of  fifteen  years  he  left  the 
parental  home  and  became  a  seafarer,  following  the  life  of  a  sailor,  in  the 
course  of  which  he  visited  the  leading  ports  of  Europe  and  America.  On  June 
3,  1881,  he  came  to  Des  Moines  and  engaged  in  various  occupations,  finally 
entering  the  coal  business,  in  which  he  continued  until  by  thrift  and  economy 
he  had  accumulated  sufficient  capital  to  engage  in  business  for  himself.  This 
he  did  in  1889,  locating  at  No.  505  East  Sixth  street.  He  also  opened  the 
Mapleblock  coal  mine,  but  after  having  fairly  started  independently,  he  sold 
out  and  discontinued  mining  for  two  years.  He  then  became  associated  with 
Joseph  Norwood  under  the  title  of  the  Swanwood  Coal  Company,  which  owns 
its  mines,  and  ever  since  its  organization  has  been  one  of  the  flourishing  con¬ 
cerns  of  the  city.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  Centurv 
Savings  Bank  and  has  made  a  number  of  investments  which  yield  a  handsome 
income. 

On  the  16th  of  June,  1889,  Mr.  Swanson  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Annie  E.  Lumsdon,  of  Boone  county,  Iowa,  and  three  daughters  have  blessed 
their  union :  Christina  E.,  aged  nineteen,  a  graduate  of  the  East  Des  Moines 
high  school  and  now  a  student  in  the  liberal  arts  department  of  Grinnell  College; 
Ethel  Ruth,  fifteen  years  of  age,  now  a  student  in  the  high  school  ;  and  Jennie 
Evelyn,  fourteen  years  of  age,  also  attending  high  school. 

Mr.  Swanson  deserves  much  credit  for  the  work  he  has  accomplished,  espe¬ 
cially  as  in  the  earlier  part  of  his  life  he  had  many  grave  difficulties  to  overcome. 
That  he  is  a  man  of  unusual  enterprise  and  excellent  business  sagacity  is  fully 
proven  by  the  success  that  has  rewarded  his  efforts.  Socially  he  is  identified 
with  Lodge  No.  68,  K.  P.,  and  his  political  allegiance  is  given  to  the  republican 
party,  to  which  he  yields  an  earnest  support.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Friends 
church  and  in  his  life  has  set  an  example  of  patience  and  perseverance  well 
worthy  of  emulation. 


FRANCIS  H.  MERRILL. 

Francis  H.  Merrill,  who  for  many  years  was  identified  with  various  com¬ 
mercial  enterprises  in  Des  Moines  but  is  now  engaged  in  general  farming  and 
stock-raising  in  Bloomfield  township,  was  born  in  the  capital  city  on  the  17th  of 
February,  1869.  His  father,  John  H.  Merrill,  was  a  native  of  Maine  who  came 
to  Iowa  in  1865,  locating  in  Des  Moines,  where  for  twenty  years  he  conducted  a 
furniture  store.  Withdrawing  from  this  in  1885,  he  engaged  in  the  grocery 
business  with  his  son  but  retired  from  commercial  life  at  the  end 
of  eleven  years,  locating  on  a  beautiful  farm  he  had  acquired  in  Bloomfield 
township  where  his  widow  and  son  now  reside.  After  cultivating  this  for  a 
year  he  was  taken  ill  and  five  years  of  invalidism  ensued  which  was  terminated 
by  death  on  the  1st  of  February,  1905.  Mr.  Merrill  was  a  veteran  of  the  Civil 
war,  having  gone  to  the  front  as  lieutenant  of  Company  A,  Eighty-eighth  Illinois 
Volunteers,  which  he  helped  organize,  and  being  mustered  out  with  the  rank  of 
captain  but  was  acting  as  Major  at  the  time  of  his  discharge,  at  the  end  of  three 
years’  service.  His  death  was  directly  attributed  to  the  hardships  and  exposure 
incident  to  army  life.  Mrs.  Merrill,  who  prior  to  her  marriage  was  Araminta 
K.  Baker,  was  born  in  Pomfret,  near  Putnam’s  Cave  in  Connecticut,  on  the 
22d  of  September,  1837.  Her  mother  died  when  she  was  still  a  child  and  with 
her  father  she  removed  to  Massachusetts,  where,  as  well  as  in  Warren,  Ohio, 
she  acquired  her  education.  In  1866  they  came  to  Iowa  and  here  on  the  nth 
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of  March,  1868,  she  was  united  in  marriage  to  John  H.  Merrill.  Although  she 
has  passed  the  seventy-fourth  milestone  on  life’s  journey  she  is  still  very  active 
and  presides  over  her  son’s  household. 

The  preliminary  education  of  Francis  H.  Merrill  was  obtained  in  the  public 
schools  of  Des  Moines,  and  later  he  entered  Drake  University,  graduating  with 
the  class  of  1889.  Following  this  he  engaged  in  the  grocery  business  with  his 
father  for  eleven  years,  during  which  period  he  organized  the  Des  Moines 
Yeast  Company,  but  later  disposed  of  that  business.  He  also  founded  the 
Merrill  Manufacturing  Company,  which  compounded  baking  powder,  bluing, 
polishes  of  various  kinds,  as  well  as  bottled  pickles.  He  withdrew  from  the 
latter  business  upon  the  death  of  his  wife  and  then  concentrated  his  entire 
attention  upon  those  interests  which  he  and  his  father  held  in  common.  He 
removed  to  the  farm  with  his  parents,  assisting  in  the  management  and  super¬ 
vision  of  the  property  until  his  father’s  health  failed,  at  which  time  he  assumed 
entire  charge.  During  the  period  of  their  occupancy  many  improvements  were 
made  by  both  father  and  son,  which  have  added  greatly  to  the  appearance  as 
well  as  the  value  of  the  property.  The  buildings  are  substantially  constructed 
and  kept  in  repair,  while  the  fields  are  given  the  careful  supervision  which 
results  in  abundant  harvests.  Air.  Merrill  keeps  ten  head  of  cattle,  three  horses 
and  twenty-five  hogs,  all  of  them  of  a  good  grade  and  in  fine  condition.  In 
addition  to  his  agricultural  interests  he  holds  considerable  stock  in  some  of 
the  Polk  county  coal  mines. 

In  1891  Air.  Alerrill  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Lola  Walker,  who  passed 
away  in  October,  1894.  She  was  a  daughter  of  A.  D.  Walker,  a  native  of 
Wisconsin,  who  came  to  Iowa  and  located  in  Des  Aloines,  where  he  bred  and 
raised  thoroughbred  horses.  Owing  to  his  failing  health  he  was  compelled  to 
retire  from  business  a  few  years  ago  and  he  and  Mrs.  W alker  removed  to 
Marshalltown,  where  they  are  now  living. 

Mr.  Merrill’s  political  allegiance  is  given  to  the  republican  party  but  he 
never  takes  an  active  part  in  local  affairs  of  a  governmental  nature,  preferring 
to  devote  his  time  and  attention  to  the  development  of  his  personal  interests. 
His  mother  is  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian  church. 


JOHN  W.  WEEKS. 


John  W.  Weeks  is  now  engaged  in  the  coal  and  feed  business  in  Des  Moines. 
His  success  has  been  due  to  hard  work  and  a  conscientious  discharge  of  his 
obligations  so  that  today  he  enjoys  an  enviable  reputation  in  business  circles. 
He  was  born  in  Knox  county,  Illinois,  February  8,  1862,  a  son  of  Charles  P. 
and  Alary  (Reynolds)  Weeks.  The  father,  a  farmer  and  stock-raiser,  by  occu¬ 
pation,  was  born  February  3,  1831,  and  departed  this  life  in  September,  1909, 
at  the  age  of  seventy-eight  years.  The  grandfather,  George  Washington.  Weeks, 
was  a  native  of  Kentucky.  He  was  born  in  1803  and  came  to  Iowa  in  i860. 
The  grandmother  was  a  native  of  Virginia  and  was  married  in  that  state,  later 
coming  to  Iowa.  Mary  Reynolds,  the  maternal  grandmother  of  our  subject, 
is  now  living  at  Tyndall,  South  Dakota,  at  the  venerable  age  of  ninety-two 
years  and  retains  her  mental  and  physical  faculties  in  a  remarkable  degree. 
Her  husband  died  in  the  ’60s. 

John  W.  Weeks  came  to  Iowa  quite  early  in  life  and  was  reared  upon  a 
farm  in  Aladison  county.  He  received  his  education  in  the  public  schools  and 
not  being  attracted  to  agricultural  pursuits,  he  began  at  twenty  years  of  age 
to  learn  the  carpenter’s  trade.  In  1890,  at  Newton,  Iowa,  he  gained  his  first 
experience  as  a  contractor  and  continued  for  fifteen  years,  in  the  course  of 
which  he  erected  many  buildings  large  and  small  and  developed  an  ability  which 
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e  blight  piomise  foi  his  future.  Corning  to  Des  Moines  in  190^5  on  account 
of  larger  opportunities  in  this  city,  he  established  his  office  for  two  years  at 
No.  1020  Grand  avenue,  after  which  he  moved  to  No.  1030  on  the  same  avenue. 
He  made  a  specialty  of  home  building  and  was  instrumental  during  the  past 
five  years  in  the  erection  of  many  handsome  private  residences,  thus  adding  to 
tne  beauty  of  the  city.  In  February,  1911,  however,  he  retired  from  contracting 
and  is  now  conducting  a  coal  and  feed  business,  having  already  secured  a  good 
patronage. 

On  the  30th  of  June,  1884,  Mr.  Weeks  was  united  in  marriage  in  Jasper 
county,  Iowa,  to  iMiss  Clara  Smith,  and  five  children  have  blessed  the  union  1 
Lottie,  now  twenty-two  years  of  age,  who  married  Harry  De  Baggio  and  has 
one  child,  Karl;  Myrtle,  nineteen  years  of  age;  Irma,  fifteen;  Lyla,  twelve; 
and  Gladys,  ten  years  of  age. 

Mr.  \\  eeks  is  a  pionounced  lover  of  his  home  and  no  happier  family  circle 
can  be  found  anywhere  than  that  which  gathers  at  his  fireside.  He  belongs  to 
the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  being  connected  with  both  lodge  and 
encampment.  He  has  taken  an  active  interest  in  the  order  and  has  filled  all 
of  the  chairs  in  the  subordinate  lodge.  He  is  also  identified  with  the  Yeomen 
of  the  World.  Politically  he  gives  his  support  to  the  republican  party  and 
religiously  he  adheres  to  the  Christian  church.  Friendly  in  his  relations  to  his 
fellow  men,  broad-minded  on  all  subjects  that  admit  of  diverse  interpretations, 
he  is  recognized  as  one  of  the  substantial  and  progressive  citizens  of  the  com¬ 
munity. 


ABRAHAM  R.  DAUGHENBAUGH. 

The  careei  of  Abraham  R.  Daughenbaugh  is  striking  evidence  of  the  financial 
possibilities  in  America  for  young  men  who  from  the  first  will  apply  themselves 
w  ith  the  determination  to  win.  Coming  to  Iowa  in  1866  in  a  prairie  schooner 
with  nothing  to  depend  upon  but  his  own  strong  constitution  and  indomitable  will 
he  accumulated  in  forty  years  a  fortune  of  more  than  two  million  dollars.  He 
was  summoned  from  earthly  scenes  May  29,  1910,  at  the  age  of  sixty-seven  years, 
having  gained  a  reputation  as  one  of  the  leading  business  men  and*  financiers  of 
the  state.  He  was  born  at  Wooster,  Ohio,  October  31,  1843,  and  came  of  sturdy 
Gei  man  ancestry,  the  grandparents  emigrating  to  this  country  many  years  ago. 
The  father  learned  the  milling  business  and  in  the  spring  of  1849  took  up  his 
residence  at  Cedarville,  Illinois,  where  the  son  Abraham  grew  to  maturity. 

At  the  age  of  twenty-three  years  Abraham  R.  Daughenbaugh  started  out  in 
the  world  to  seek  his  fortune,  spending  two  years  at  Lena,  Illinois,  where  he  took 
unto  himself  a  life  companion.  In  the  spring  of  1866  he  came  to  Iowa,  locating 
at  Dayton,  Webster  county,  where  he  opened  a  store  and  entered  upon  a  career 
which  made  him  one  of  the  leading  financiers  of  the  state.  From  the  beginning 
of  his  entrance  to  the  mercantile  world  he  showed  marked  ability  and  he  soon 
became  a  prominent  factor  in  the  business  interests  of  his  county.  In  1877  he 
moved  to  Gowrie,  Webster  county,  Iowa,  opening  up  a  large  general  store  and 
buying  grain  and  stock.  From  that  time  on  he  began  establishing  general  stores 
and  elevators  in  various  places  and  gradually  entering  other  lines  of  business. 
He  established  a  bank  in  Gowrie  and  later  became  identified  with  a  number  of 
such  institutions  in  the  state,  including  the  First  National  Bank  of  Fort  Dodge, 
I°wa,  the  Fort  Dodge  National  Bank,  of  Fort  Dodge,  Iowa,  the  Stratford  State 
Bank,  the  First  National  Bank  of  Gowrie,  and  was  sole  owner  of  the  Somers  Se¬ 
curity  Bank  and  others.  In  Webster,  Calhoun  and  Greene  counties  he  gained  an 
influence  that  has  been  accorded  few  men  and  was  familiarly  known  as  Uncle 
Abe.  He  became  closely  identified  with  agricultural  interests  and  acquired  about 
twelve  thousand  acres  of  central  Iowa  land  all  of  which  he  improved  and  tilled, 
making  his  lands  the  most  valuable  in  this  state. 
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His  business  interests  were  not  however  confined  to  the  counties  of  Polk,  Web¬ 
ster,  Greene  and  Calhoun  or  even  to  the  state,  for  he  soon  purchased  lands 
in  other  parts  of  the  middle  west  and  north  west.  In  the  evolution  of  his 
transactions  he  acquired  one  hundred  and  three  farms,  and  thousands  of  acres 
which  were  located  in  the  following  states:  Texas,  Oklahoma,  Kansas,  Nebraska, 
Missouri,  North  and  South  Dakota,  Minnesota,  Wisconsin,  Illinois  and  Iowa. 
He  acquired  much  land  in  its  virgin  state  but  before  he  passed  away  he  tiled  and 
improved  it,  and  a  large  amount  of  it  is  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation.  In 
several  cases  the  land  included  large  tracts  through  which  he  secured  the  building 
and  operation  of  railroads,  laid  out  town  sites,  disposing  of  lots  and  opening  up 
new  lines  of  business.  Large  tracts  of  timber  lands  comprised  a  part  of  his 
valuable  holdings.  Mr.  Daughenbaugh’s  ability  to  speak  several  languages  quali¬ 
fied  him  to  act  as  a  most  capable  agent  and  in  that  capacity  he  obtained  rights  of 
way  at  various  times  for  different  railways,  principally  the  Rock  Island. 

In  1887,  in  order  to  provide  the  best  possible  educational  advantages  for  his 
children,  he  took  up  his  residence  in  Des  Moines  and  soon  was  largely  interested 
in  real-estate  investments  in  that  city.  During  the  latter  years  of  his  life  he 
divided  his  attention  between  various  enterprises  in  this  city  and  his  large  hold¬ 
ings  in  central  Iowa. 

On  the  22d  day  of  March,  1866,  Mr.  Daughenbaugh  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Miss  Llenrietta  Richey  of  Wooster,  Ohio,  a  daughter  of  Gasper  and  Martha 
Richey.  The  former  was  a  prominent  miller  and  agriculturist.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Daughenbaugh  became  the  parents  of  six  children:  Jennie  D.,  who  married  F. 
D.  Cathcart,  of  Long  Beach,  California,  and  they  have  one  son;  Sarah  Nettie, 
who  married  W.  H.  Floover  of  Des  Moines ;  Abraham  F.  of  Gowrie,  Iowa,  who 
has  one  daughter;  Nellie  D.,  who  married  Fay  Sperry,  of  Las  Cruces,  New  Mex¬ 
ico  ;  and  Grace  D.,  the  wife  of  Dr.  F.  D.  Staves  of  Des  Moines,  who  have  one 
daughter.  One  daughter,  Margaret,  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Daughenbaugh  died  in 
infancy. 

Mr.  Daughenbaugh  was  a  man  of  sound  judgment  in  business  and  remarkable 
executive  ability,  often  displaying  foresight  little  short  of  prescience.  He  was  a 
natural  leader  in  the  world  of  business  and  from  the  beginning  of  his  active  career 
showed  a  knowledge  of  values  and  an  appreciation  of  the  use  of  money  that  are 
highly  important  elements  in  the  attainment  of  financial  success.  His  great  wealth 
was  largely  accumulated  by  judicious  investments,  the  increase  in  value  of  real 
estate  adding  constantly  to  his  fortune.  His  name,  as  years  passed,  became  a 
synonym  for  industry,  activity  and  enterprise  and  his  advice  was  largely  sought 
by  persons  desiring  to  make  safe  investments.  He  was  substantial  and  thorough 
in  his  ideas.  Whatever  he  did,  he  did  it  well  and  without  the  least  ostentation. 
The  people  of  his  old  home,  Gowrie,  take  a  just  pride  in  the  success  of  their  dis¬ 
tinguished  citizen,  who  never  cast  a  vote  outside  of  Webster  county.  It  may  be 
justly  said  of  A.  R.  Daughenbaugh  that  his  and  Iowa’s  history  coincide  and  that 
he  is  responsible  in  a  large  measure  for  the  developing  of  his  state,  being  immu¬ 
tably  interwoven  with  its  early  history. 

Even  though  his  responsibilities  were  of  great  magnitude  Mr.  Daughenbaugh 
found  time  for  recreation  and  amusement.  His  strongest  hobby  was  horses  and 
he  was  a  lover  of  all  kinds  of  thoroughbred  stock  and  an  expert  judge  of  quality. 
He  rarely  attended  a  fair  that  he  did  not  purchase  one  or  more  head  of  prize¬ 
winning  stock  and  he  was  considered  one  of  the  best  horsemen  in  the  middle 
west.  He  was  identified  with  the  Masonic  order  and  held  membership  at  Fort 
Dodge,  Iowa.  In  politics  he  was  a  stanch  republican  and  being  a  modest  man 
and  never  an  office  seeker  he  was  importuned  by  the  people  of  his  community  to 
accept  office  but  his  multitudinous  private  interests  and  duties  effectively  pre¬ 
vented  him  from  devoting  any  time  to  political  positions,  though  his  advice  was 
often  sought  after  and  heeded  by  his  party.  He  served  as  mayor  and  treasurer 
and  for  twenty  years  as  postmaster  of  the  town  of  Gowrie.  He  held  other  offices 
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of  marked  responsibility  and  was  for  many  years  chairman  of  the  local  republi¬ 
can  committee.  The  last  ten  years  of  his  life  he  gave  his  attention  to  his 
Des  Moines  interests  which  consisted  of  much  valuable  business  and  residence 
property,  while  his  son,  Fred,  had  full  charge  of  the  farm  lands  and  outside  trans¬ 
actions.  Mr.  Daughenbaugh  gave  his  daughters  and  his  son  a  thorough  course  of 
business  training.  His  son,  Fred,  has  borne  a  majority  of  the  business  cares  of 
his  vast  estate  for  the  past  fifteen  years  and  is  amply  qualified  to  carry  on  the 
interests  of  his  father’s  estate. 

He  was  a  lover  of  home  life,  which  was  idealized  and  enhanced  by  the  affection 
and  intelligent  help  of  Mrs.  Daughenbaugh,  his  greatest  happiness  being  found  in 
the  midst  of  his  family,  to  whom  he  acted  in  a  most  princely  way.  Their  family 
reunions  were  annual  and  of  the  good,  old-fashioned,  warm-hearted  sort.  Mrs. 
Daughenbaugh  has  many  friends  in  Gowrie,  and  Dayton,  as  well  as  in  this  com¬ 
munity  of  which  she  has  been  a  member  for  nearly  a  quarter  of  a  century,  being 
greatly  esteemed  for  her  many  and  generous  beneficences. 


LEWIS  P.  BLOOD. 

Lewis  P.  Blood,  an  honored  citizen  of  Camp  township,  who  arrived  in  Polk 
county  forty-seven  years  ago  and  has  ably  performed  his  part  in  the  upbuilding 
of  the  county,  is  a  native  of  Maine.  He  was  born  February  4,  1838,  a  son  of 
Nathan  and  Harriet  (Gleason)  Blood,  both  of  whom  were  born  in  Massachu¬ 
setts.  Mr.  Blood,  Sr.,  came  to  Polk  county,  Iowa,  with  his  family  in  1864  and 
for  several  years  cultivated  a  farm  near  Mitchellville.  He  then  went  to  Wiscon¬ 
sin  and  later  to  Illinois,  but  finally  returned  to  Polk  county  and  made  his  home 
with  the  subject  of  this  review.  He  died  in  August,  1886,  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
eight  years,  and  the  beloved  wife  and  mother  passed  away  in  1894. 

Lewis  P.  Blood  received  his  early  education  in  the  district  schools  of  Wiscon¬ 
sin  and  assisted  his  father  in  the  farm  work  until  twenty-one  years  of  age.  He 
then  began  working  by  the  month  on  his  own  account  and  in  1864  came  to  Polk 
county,  Iowa,  and  engaged  as  a  farm  laborer  for  two  years.  At  the  end  of  this 
time  he  bought  a  small  place  in  Camp  township  and  managed  his  affairs  with 
such  good  results  that  he  became  the  owner  of  a  well  improved  farm  of  two 
hundred  acres,  of  which  his  son  is  now  practically  in  charge,  as  the  father  hasi 
retired  from  active  labor. 

On  the  15th  of  February,  1866,  Mr.  Blood  was  married  to  Miss  Anna  M. 
Sellers,  a  daughter  of  Ira  S.  and  Nancy  (Williams)  Sellers,  both  of  whom  were 
natives  of  Ohio.  They  moved  to  Indiana  and  in  the  ’50s  came  to  Iowa,  where 
Mr.  Sellers  entered  government  land  and  engaged  successfully  in  farming.  In 
his  later  years  he  lived  retired  at  Runnells,  but  was  making  his  home  with  a 
son  in  the  country  when  he  died,  at  the  age  of  ninety-four,  in  1907.  The  mother 
departed  this  life  in  1904.  Six  children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Blood, 
namely :  Oscar  M.,  who  is  now  forty-four  years  of  age  and  is  engaged  in  farm¬ 
ing  in  Minnesota ;  Hattie  M.,  who  died  in  1892,  at  the  age  of  twenty-two;  Emily 
L.,  who  is  married  and  lives  in  Camp  township ;  Ira  N.,  who  is  thirty-six  years 
of  age  and  is  engaged  in  farming  in  Minnesota;  Wilbur  L.,  aged  twenty-eight 
years,  who  is  engaged  in  farming  in  Polk  county ;  and  Arthur  O.,  now  twenty-five 
years  of  age  and  in  charge  of  his  father’s  farm.  The  greatest  sorrow  Mr.  Blood 
has  known  was  the  death  of  his  beloved  companion,  in  January,  1894.  She  was 
forty-six  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  her  departure  and  in  the  midst  of  a  life  of 
great  usefulness,  being  a  lady  of  rare  traits  of  character  who  endeared  herself 
to  all  with  whom  she  came  in  contact. 

In  politics  Mr.  Blood  has  given  his  support  to  the  republican  party  ever  since 
arriving  at  voting  age.  He  has  served  as  school  director,  but  never  sought  the 
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honors  of  public  office.  He  is  not  connected  with  any  religious  denomination,  but 
has  always  been  a  generous  supporter  of  worthy  objects,  and  as  a  successful  and 
progressive  member  of  the  community  has  set  an  example  of  energy  and  applica¬ 
tion  well  worthy  of  imitation  by  young  men. 


EDGAR  RUBEY  HARLAN. 

Edgar  Rubey  Harlan,  curator  of  the  historical  department  of  the  state  of 
Iowa  since  the  ist  of  October,  1909,  was  born  in  Spartansburg,  Randolph  county, 
Indiana,  February  28,  1869.  He  traces  his  ancestry  back  through  eight  generations 
to  George  Harlan,  who  immigrated  to  the  colony  of  Pennsylvania  in  1649.  From 
him  the  line  of  direct  descent  is  traced  down  through  Aaron  Harlan,  a  native  of 
Pennsylvania;  Aaron  Harlan,  Jr.,  born  in  South  Carolina  in  1828;  James,  born 
in  South  Carolina  in  1765;  Elihu,  born  in  Kentucky  in  1789;  John,  born  in  In¬ 
diana  in  1821 ;  and  Samuel  Alexander,  born  in  Indiana  in  1849.  The  last  named 
wedded  Marinda  E.  Rubey  and  they  became  the  parents  of  Edgar  Rubey  Harlan. 

Matriculating  at  Drake  University  (Des  Moines)  to  supplement  his  public 
school  studies  by  a  more  specifically  literary  course,  Edgar  R.  Harlan  finished  the 
work  of  the  Freshman  year  and  then  entered  the  law  department,  from  which  he 
was  graduated  a  LL.  B.  in  1896.  While  taking  his  college  course  he  also  engaged 
in  teaching  school  and,  following  his  graduation,  he  entered  upon  the  active  prac¬ 
tice  of  law  at  Keosauqua,  Van  Buren  county,  serving  as  county  attorney  for  two 
terms  ending  in  1901.  For  six  years  thereafter,  or  until  1907,  he  continued  in 
the  active  practice  of  law  as  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Brown  &  Harlan.  In  the 
latter  year  he  accepted  the  appointment  of  assistant  and  acting  curator  of  the  his¬ 
torical  department  of  the  state  of  Iowa,  and  on  the  ist  of  October,  1909,  was 
made  curator,  which  position  he  has  since  filled.  He  has  also  held  other  impor¬ 
tant  connections  with  public  interests,  of  varied  character,  being  a  member  of  the 
board  of  the  Iowa  Soldiers’  Roster  Commission ;  a  founder  of  the  Mississippi 
Valley  Historical  Association;  a  member  of  the  Iowa  State  Library  Association, 
the  Iowa  State  Historical  Society  and  the  American  Historical  Association.  He 
belongs  likewise  to  the  Christian  church  and  to  several  of  the  leading  clubs  of  Des 
Moines,  and  his  political  allegiance  is  given  to  the  republican  party. 

Mr.  Harlan  was  married  June  9,  1897,  to  Minnie  C.  Duffield,  a  daughter;  of 
of  George  Crawford  and  Adelaide  (Stidger)  Duffield.  Her  father,  at  the 
age  of  thirteen,  and  a  large  family  of  brothers  and  sisters,  came  with  his  par¬ 
ents,  James  and  Margretha  (Bireley)  Duffield,  to  Iowa,  being  the  first  family  to 
establish  a  home  west  of  the  Des  Moines  river  in  this  state,  the  date  of  arrival 
being  April,  1837.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harlan  have  four  children,  John  Edgar,  George 
Duffield,  Mary  Adelaide  and  James  Rubey,  aged  respectively  thirteen,  eleven,  nine 
and  three  years. 


THOMAS  JEFFERSON  SAYLOR. 

To  Thomas  Jefferson  Saylor  belongs  not  only  the  distinction  of  being  the 
oldest  settler  in  Polk  county  but  the  only  resident  now  living  upon  the  land 
which  he  purchased  from  the  government.  He  is  a  native  of  Indiana,  having 
been  born  in  a  log  cabin  which  was  located  on  the  corner  of  what  is  now  Illinois 
and  Washington  streets  in  Indianapolis,  on  the  24th  of  March,  1830.  His  par¬ 
ents,  Thomas  and  Mary  (Howard)  Saylor,  were  natives  of  Indiana  and  Ohio 
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respectively  but  were  married  in  the  former  state.  Unto  this  union  there  were 
born  four  sons  and  one  daughter  who  yet  survive :  John,  Austin,  George,  Thomas 
and  Mrs.  D.  S.  MTQuiston,  a  resident  of  Des  Mffines.  The  father  was  thrown 
from  his  horse  and  killed  when  coming  from  church,  just  four  months  prior 
to  the  birth  of  his  son  Thomas.  The  mother  subsequently  married  John  B. 
Saylor,  a  brother  of  her  first  husband,  and  they  became  the  parents  of  five  sons 
and  tw  o  daughters,  one  of  whom  died  in  infancy.  Three  of  the  sons  enlisted 
and  v  ent  to  the  front  during  the  Rebellion  and  two  died  during  the  war  from 
exposure  and  injuries  and  one  shortly  after  returning  home  when  hostilities 
had  ceased.  After  their  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  B.  Saylor  removed  to 
\  alparaiso,  Indiana,  and  on  the  2d  of  May,  1836,  they  started  upon  the  long 
journey  across  the  Illinois  prairies  to  Iowa,  which  they  had  decided  was  to  be 
their  future  home.  They  crossed  the  Mississippi  river  at  Burlington  and 
traveled  over  the  territory  which  was  known  as  the  Black  Plawk  purchase, 
settling  just  below  its  boundary  on  the  Des  Moines  river  in  Van  Buren  courfty. 

Sa}  lor  entered  a  quaiter  section  of  land,  upon  which  they  lived  for  seven 
)  ears,^  and  then  removed  to  Fort  Des  Moines,  where  he  bought  a  section  of 
land  from  some  squaw  men.  Not  more  than  possibly  thirty  acres  of  this  had 
been  broken,  but  it  contained  a  double  log  cabin,  which  provided  immediate 
shelter  for  the  family.  This  was  the  site  of  the  present  town  of  Saylorville 
and  it  continued  to  be  the  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Saylor  during  the  remainder 
of  their  lives.  He  was  a  government  contractor  and  supplied  hay  and  beef  to 
the  garrison  and  flour  and  beef  to  the  Indians.  During  the  Civil  war  he  acted 
as  a  sutler  and  it  was  while  engaged  in  this  capacity  he  contracted  the  illness 
which  finally  resulted  in  his  death  in  Vicksburg,  Mississippi,  in  July,  1863. 
Mrs.  Saylor  survived  him  until  1892,  passing  away  at  the  venerable  age  of 
eighty  years. 

Thomas  Jefferson  Saylor  was  only  a  lad  of  six  years  when  his  mother  and 
stepfather  came  to  Iowa,  in  which  state  he  has  now  made  his  home  for  more 
than  seventy-five  years.  The  educational  advantages  were  very  limited  at  that 
time,  owing  to  the  sparsely  settled  country,  the  failure  of  the  territorial  laws 
to  make  provision  for  schools,  and  the  frequent  trouble  with  the  Indians  which 
made  any  definite  or  systematic  method  impracticable  outside  of  the  villages, 
and  thus  Mr.  Saylor  s  schooling  was  limited  to  a  brief  term  in  Valparaiso  and 
two  months  in  \  an  Buren  county.  However,  he  has  been  an  observer,  thinker 
and  reader,  and  has  also  traveled  quite  extensively  throughout  the  United  States, 
thus  becoming  a  much  better  educated  man  than  many  who  have  had  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  acquiring  a  high-school  or  academic  course. 

A\  hile  yet  very  young  he  began  assisting  his  stepfather  in  hauling  supplies 
to  the  garrison  and  arrived  there  on  his  first  trip  on  the  20th  of  February,  1844, 
being  at  that  time  but  fourteen  years  of  age.  He  reached  Des  Moines  about 
the  middle  of  the  following  May.  Owdng  to  his  association  with  the  Indians 
he  quickly  picked  up  the  languages  of  the  Sac,  Fox,  Pottawattamie  and  Winne¬ 
bago  tribes,  which  made  him  of  great  assistance  not  only  to  his  stepfather  but 
to  others  who  required  the  services  of  an  interpreter.  When  the  Rebellion 
broke  out  General  Twfiggs  w^as  in  command  of  all  of  the  forces  w-est  of  the 
Mississippi  river  and  south  of  the  Canadian  line,  and  he  removed  the  troops  to 
Arkansas  and  Texas,  which  left  the  settlers  without  adequate  protection  from 
the  Indians.  The  savages  took  advantage  of  this  state  of  affairs  and  began 
hostilities,  and  thus  the  settlers  were  forced  to  appeal  to  Governor  Kirkwmod 
for  protection.  The  executive  quickly  responded  by  authorizing  Judge  John 
Mitchell  at  Fort  Des  Moines  to  raise  a  band  of  forty  men  and  go  to  the  aid  of 
the  defenceless.  Mr.  Saylor  was  one  of  the  volunteers,  his  familiarity  with  the 
language  of  the  tribes  and  the  country  making  his  services  almost  invaluable, 
and  he  remained  away  until  the  following  summer.  On  the  1st  of  August, 
1862,  shortly  after  returning  from  the  locality  of  the  Indian  troubles,  he  enlisted 
in  Company  E,  Twenty-third  Iow^a  Volunteer  Infantry,  and  served  until  the 
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close  of  the  war.  At  the  battle  of  Black  River  Bridge,  Mississippi,  on  the  17th 
of  May,  1863,  the  regiment  to  which  he  belonged  lost  its  colonel  and  several 
line  officers,  as  well  as  the  sutler  of  the  regiment,  Alfred  Lyon,  and  his  step¬ 
father,  John  B.  Saylor,  became  the  sutler  of  the  regiment,  with  which  he  re¬ 
mained  until  his  death  in  the  following  July.  Mr.  Saylor  saw  much  active 
service  and  was  present  at  the  capture  of  Mobile,  Alabama,  on  the  15th  of 
April,  1865,  and  the  following  morning  they  received  word  of  the  surrender  of 
Lee  and  the  assassination  of  Abraham  Lincoln.  They  were  held  in  Alabama 
for  three  weeks  to  muster  out  but  the  order  was  countermanded  at  the  expira¬ 
tion  of  that  period  and  they  were  sent  to  Texas  to  receive  the  government  prop¬ 
erty  from  the  rebels.  They  received  their  discharge  at  Harrisburg,  Texas,  on 
the  14th  of  August,  1865,  and  were  sent  to  Davenport,  Iowa,  at  which  point 
they  received  their  final  discharge. 

On  the  1 6th  of  February,  1851,  Mr.  Saylor  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Adeline  Nagle,  a  daughter  of  Franklin  and  Rebecca  Nagle,  natives  of  Ohio, 
who  came  to  Iowa  in  1846.  Her  mother  died  in  Polk  county  in  March,  1891, 
at  the  age  of  eighty-five  years,  and  her  father  passed  away  in  May,  1893,  hav¬ 
ing  lived  to  the  venerable  age  of  eighty-nine  years.  Mrs.  Saylor  is  the  fourth 
child  in  a  family  of  twelve,  her  birth  occurring  on  the  6th  of  October,  1832. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Saylor  became  the  parents  of  the  following  children:  Alvedo 
Walter,  who  died  at  the  age  of  eighteen  months;  John  Franklin,  who  married 
Lottie  Dean  of  Pennsylvania,  and  is  now  residing  in  Spokane,  Washington; 
Charles  F.,  who  married  Jennie  McFarland  of  Des  Moines,  and  was  formerly 
a  resident  of  the  capital  city  and  traveled  in  the  interest  of  the  sugar  beet 
industry  under  the  direction  of  Secretary  Wilson  of  the  department  of  agri¬ 
culture,  but  his  death  occurred  in  May,  1911;  Jennie  D.,  who  died  at  the  age 
of  seven  years ;  Mary  Rebecca,  who  died  at  the  age  of  nineteen  months ;  Lizzie 
lone,  the  wife  of  Dr.  Glaisyer,  of  Holly,  Minnesota ;  Lillian  May,  who  married 
John  Mathis,  of  Des  Moines,  formerly  the  supervisor  of  the  state  experimental* 
farm  at  Cheyenne,  Wyoming;  William  C.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  five  years; 
Mattie  E.,  the  wife  of  Wesley  Enterline,  who  is  now  living  with  her  parents; 
and  Effie  Bell,  who  married  Charles  D.  Blackman,  of  Polk  county. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Saylor  attend  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church  of  which  she 
is  a  member.  They  reside  on  seventy-four  acres  of  land,  section  11,  Saylor 
township,  which  he  bought  of  the  government  for  eighty-seven  and  one-half 
cents  per  acre.  He  was  just  old  enough  at  the  time  to  hold  land  under  the 
territorial  law  and  had  taken  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  but  having  only 
entered  eighty  of  the  tract  was  compelled  to  surrender  the  remainder  under 
the  Des  Moines  river  grant.  This  company  was  organized  for  the  purpose  of 
making  the  river  navigable  and  was  ceded  the  right  to  every  alternate  section 
for  a  distance  of  five  miles  lying  on  each  side  of  the  river.  All  during  his 
absence  at  the  time  of  the  war  his  wife  and  family  resided  on  the  old  home¬ 
stead,  to  which  he  returned  when  he  came  home.  He  has  engaged  in  general 
farming  during  the  greater  part  of  his  life  and  has  been  successful  in  his  efforts 
in  that  direction.  His  place  is  improved,  highly  cultivated  and  considered  one 
of  the  valuable  properties  of  the  county. 

Mr.  Saylor  has  been  quite  an  extensive  traveler  and  has  seen  all  the  points 
of  interest  between  the  Mississippi  river  and  the  Pacific  coast  from  Canada  to 
the  Gulf  of  Mexico.  His  trips  have  been  taken  for  both  business  and  pleasure 
and  he  has  quite  extensive  interests  in  the  west.  He  owns  one-half  section  of 
land  in  North  Dakota,  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  in  Wyoming  and  two  build¬ 
ing  lots  on  the  plaza  at  the  mouth  of  the  Columbia  river.  In  addition  to  his 
extensive  realty  holdings  Mr.  Saylor  has  considerable  mining  stock  in  Oregon, 
having  nine  thousand  shares  in  the  Coma  mine,  one  of  the  best  mines  in  the 
west,  and  seven  thousand  six  hundred  and  sixty-six  shares  in  the  Gold  Issue 
mine,  which  lies  next  to  the  Coma  and  catches  all  the  lodes  that  run  across 
from  the  latter  mine. 
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■^I^**  Sayloi  is  identified  with  the  Vfasomc  fraternity  through  his  member¬ 
ship  in  Home  Lodge,  No.  370,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  of  Des  Moines,  while  he  keeps 
m  touch  with  his  comradesof  old  by  means  of  Kinsman  Post,  No.  7,  G.  A.  R., 
and  also  belongs  to  the  Lmion  Veteran  Lnion.  Ever  since  casting  his  first  vote 
he  has  been  a  strong  advocate  of  the  principles  of  republicanism  as  adopted  by 
the  old  whig  party  which  later  was  absorbed  by  the  republican  faction.  He  has 
been  quite  an  active  participant  in  local  politics,  having  filled  various  minor 
township  offices,  the  duties  of  which  he  most  faithfully  and  capably  discharged 
Mr.  Saylor  was  awarded  the  prize  at  the  last  old  settlers  meeting  for  being^the 
oldest  resident.  There  were  but  eighty  white  men  in  the  county  when  he  first 
came  here  in  1844,  <md  the  tv  o  men  who  accompanied  him  swelled  the  number 
to  eighty-three,  and  seventy-four  of  these  were  the  enlisted  men  and  officers 
of  the  garrison.  Four  were  licensed  Indian  traders;  James  Ewing,  William 
Phelps,  John  and  Alexander  Scott,  and  then  there  was  the  Indian  agent  and 
his  inteipreter  and  gunsmith.  He  has  watched  Des  Moines  develop  from  a 
little  garrison  into  a  city  and  the  legislative  center  of  the  state,  and  manv  and 
mteiestmg  are  the  stories  he  relates  of  pioneer  days,  when  the  inhabitants 
worked  and  lived  with  their  guns  always  at  hand  loaded  and  ready  for  use  in 
case  of  an  unexpected  attack  from  the  Indians.  He  has  been  one  of  the  factors 
in  the  development  of  the  community  where  he  has  resided  for  so  many  years 
and  has  many  friends  throughout  the  county  by  whom  he  is  highly  esteemed. 


JAMES  VI.  LINNANE. 


By  diligence  and  systematic  application  James  VI.  Linnane,  of  Des  Moines, 
has  acquired  high  standing  as  a  business  man  and  his  name  is  well  known  in 
many  parts  of  Iowa,  his  recommendation  being  the  substantial  work  which  has 
been  accomplished  in  plumbing  and  heating  under  his  supervision.  Born  in  Des 
Momes,  September  23, .  1862,  he  is  a  son  of  Thomas  Linnane,  who  was  born  in 
Ireland  in  1828  and  died  in  Des  Moines,  March  6,  1910,  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
two  years.  He  was  a  cooper  by  trade,  his  father  also  having  been  a  cooper  in 
Ireland. .  Thomas  Linnane  made  the  first  barrels  that  were  manufactured  in 
Des  Moines.  He  and  his  wife,  who  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Julia  Fitzgerald, 
celebrated  their  golden  wedding  at  Des  VIoines  four  months  before  his  death! 
She  v  as  born  in  Ireland  in  1835  and  is  still  living  in  this  city,  making  her  home 
at  the  southwest  corner  of  Eighth  and  Center  streets.  Eight  of  their  children 
survive,  namely.  Mary,  the  wife  of  Daniel  O’Connell,  of  Des  VIoines;  Tames 
VI.,  Margaret,  who  manied  James  Wallace,  also  of  Des  VIoines;  Thomas,  who 
is  mairied  and  lives  at  Rockford,  Illinois;  Julia,  the  wife  of  Frank  Le  Barr, 
of  Des  VIoines,  Timothy  J.,  of  Des  VIoines;  Rose,  who  is  living  at  home;  Ed¬ 
vard,  v  ho  is  man  led  and  lives  in  Chicago;  and  Daniel,  also  at  home. 

James  VI.  Linnane  grew  to  manhood  under  favoring  surroundings  in  a  happy 
home  and  acquired  his  early  education  in  the  public  schools  of  Des  VIoines. 
He  began  in  the  plumbing  and  heating  business  with  the  firm  of  Walsh  &  Polk 
and  after  two  years  became  connected  with  E.  H.  Collins,  with  whom  he  con¬ 
tinued  for  two  years.  Having  mastered  his  trade,  he  went  to  Omaha  and  worked 
for  two  years  and  then  spent  two  years  at  Topeka,  Kansas,  at  the  end  of  which 
time  he  and  his  employers  entered  into  partnership  and  engaged  in  business  at 
Hutchinson,  Kansas,  where  he  remained  for  three  years.  He  sold  out  in  1889 
and  went  to  Denver,  but  at  the  end  of  two  years  returned  to  his  native  city,  hav-  ‘ 
mg  decided  that  conditions  were  more  favorable  there  than  in  any  other  place 
he  had  seen.  He  entered  the  plumbing  and  heating  business  with  Mr.  Wallace, 
one  of  his  former  partners,  and  they  opened  a  shop  on  Sixth  avenue,  moving  to 
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their  present  headquarters  at  912  Walnut  street,  in  August,  1908.  They  carry 
on  an  extensive  business  as  contractors  for  heating  and  plumbing  and  have  a 
branch  office  at  Fort  Dodge,  Iowa,  their  operations  extending  all  over  the  state. 
They  employ  about  fifty  persons.  The  business  is  well  managed  and  the  repu¬ 
tation  of  the  firm  is  exceeded  by  no  other  concern  of  the  kind  in  Iowa. 

On  the  14th  of  January,  1891,  Mr.  Linnane  was  married  to  Miss  Mary  She- 
han,  who  was  born  in  Chicago,  a  daughter  of  John  and  Margaret  (McCarthy) 
Shehan.  Her  father  was  a  plumber  by  trade.  He  enlisted  in  the  Civil  war  and 
served  as  a  musician  in  one  of  the  military  bands.  Three  children  have  been 
born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Linnane :  Margaret,  who  was  graduated  from  the  Des 
Moines  high  school  in  1910  and  is  now  a  student  of  Trinity  College,  Washing¬ 
ton,  D.  C. ;  Regina,  a  student  in  St.  Joseph’s  Academy;  and  Francis  Ward,  who 
is  deceased. 

Mr.  Linnane  and  his  family  are  identified  with  the  Catholic  church  and  in 
politics  he  gives  a  willing  support  to  the  republican  party,  believing  that  its 
principles  are  highly  important  in  the  preservation  of  the  liberties  of  the  people. 
He  takes  a  great  interest  in  fraternal  organizations  and  is  a  valued  member  of 
the  Knights  of  Pythias,  the  Knights  of  Columbus,  the  Modern  Woodmen  of 
America  and  the  Elks.  .  Ever  since  reaching  manhood  he  has  been  active  and 
efficient  in  business,  and  the  high  esteem  in  which  he  is  held  is  evidence  of  his 
personal  worth. 


JESSE  S.  COMPTON. 


The  present  mayor  of  Valley  Junction,  Jesse  S.  Compton,  is  a  native  son 
of  Iowa,  having  been  born  in  Earlham,  this  state,  on  the  30th  of  April,  1877. 
He  is  a  son  of  Uriah  and  Mantie  (Harris)  Compton,  both  natives  of  the  Buck¬ 
eye  state,  who  removed  to  Earlham  in  1874  and  located  on  a  farm  belonging  to 
Mr.  Compton’s  father,  which  they  operated  for  one  year.  At  the  end  of  that 
period  they  bought  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land  in  O’Brien  county, 
Iowa,  upon  which  they  settled.  For  sixteen  years  the  father  devoted  his  strength 
and  energy  to  the  improvement  and  cultivation  of  his  farm,  but  on  the  8th  of 
May,  1894,  he  passed  away.  His  widow  is  still  living  and  makes  her  home  with 
her  son  in  Booneville,  Iowa. 

Jesse  S.  Compton  spent  the  first  thirteen  years  of  his  life  on  the  farm  in 
O’Brien  county  and  in  the  district  schools  he  acquired  his  preliminary  educa¬ 
tion.  After  the  death  of  his  father,  however,  he  returned  to  Earlham  and 
entered  the  academy,  where  he  remained  for  two  years.  When  old  enough  to 
decide  upon  a  vocation  he  chose  farming  and  rented  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  of  land,  which  he  cultivated  for  three  years.  Close  application,  energy 
and  thrift  enabled  him  to  acquire  sufficient  capital  to  become  a  landowner  and 
he  took  a  trip  through  northern  Minnesota  and  Dakota  looking  at  the  country. 
He  spent  about  one  year  and  a  half  in  the  north  and  west  and  then  returned  to 
Earlham,  accepting  a  position  with  John  P.  Squire  &  Company,  pork  packers, 
of  Boston,  Massachusetts,  which  firm  he  still  represents  in  this  district,  making 
his  headquarters  in  Valley  Junction. 

On  the  5th  of  January,  1908,  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Compton  and  Mrs.  Nettie 
Colgan  was  solemnized.  Mrs.  Compton  is  a  daughter  of  John  Adams,  a  native 
of  Wisconsin.  They  have  a  pleasant  home  on  Fifth  street,  the  hospitality  of 
which  is  graciously  dispensed  to  their  many  friends.  Mr.  Compton’s  fraternal 
relations  are  confined  to  membership  in  the  Masonic  lodge  and  the  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows.  Ever  since  age  conferred  upon  him  the  full  rights  of 
citizenship  he  has  been  a  strong  supporter  of  the  policy  of  the  republican  party, 
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feeling  that  its  basic  principles  best  subserve  the  interests  of  the  majority.  He 
has  always  been  quite  active  in  politics  and  his  party  fealty  has  been  rewarded 
by  his  being  honored  with  the  highest  office  in  the  municipality,  which  he  is 
filling  most  acceptably  to  the  community. 


HARRY  C.  C.  BRYANT. 

Since  boyhood  Harry  C.  C.  Bryant,  of  the  Kahler-Bryant  Shoe  Company, 
has  been  identified  with  the  shoe  business  in  central  Iowa  and  in  Des  Moines  and 
enjoys  a  very  wide  circle  of  friends. 

He  was  born  at  Boone,  Iowa,  February  12,  1874,  his  parents  being  Horace  F. 
and  Miranda  (Williams)  Bryant.  Both  father  and  mother  were  of  English  ex¬ 
traction,  Mrs.  Bryant  tracing  her  ancestry  back  in  an  unbroken  line  to  William 
the  Conqueror.  Mr.  Bryant’s  parents  emigrated  from  Pennsylvania  to  Boone, 
Iowa,  in  1872.  The  father  practiced  dentistry  in  Boone  until  his  death  on  March 
7,  1906.  The  mother  still  survives  and  resides  at  the  old  home  place  in  Boone. 

Mr.  Bryant’s  boyhood  and  youth  was  spent  in  the  refining  influence  of  a  good 
home,  his  education  being  acquired  in  the  Boone  public  schools.  At  the  comple¬ 
tion  of  his  junior  year  in  the  high  school  Harry  Bryant  became  anxious  to  enter 
the  business  world  and  entered  the  employ  of  Canier  Brothers  and  Herman,  re¬ 
tail  shoe  dealers,  as  a  clerk  in  their  Boone  store.  Three  years  later  his  employers 
placed  him  in  charge  of  their  branch  store  at  the  neighboring  town  of  Ogden, 
where  he  remained  until  transferred  to  another  store  of  the  company  at  Ames,  at 
the  end  of  the  year.  He  continued  to  manage  the  Ames  store  for  about  two  and 
a  half  years,  when  he  returned  to  Boone  and  spent  three  years  in  the  company’s 
main  store. 

Mr.  Bryant’s  connection  with  the  shoe  trade  in  Des  Moines  began  in  1898, 
when  he  accepted  a  position  with  the  W.  L.  White  Shoe  Company.  Less  than 
a  year  later  he  withdrew  to  enter  the  employ  of  Carl  Kahler,  Sr.,  who  then  con¬ 
ducted  the  shoe  department  in  the  Frankel  department  store.  This  establish¬ 
ment  was  destroyed  by  fire  and  Mr.  Bryant  went  with  Younker  Brothers  for  one 
year.  When  Mr.  Kahler  organized  the  Carl  Kahler  Shoe  Company,  Mr.  Bryant 
reentered  his  employ,  becoming  manager  of  the  store.  In  1910  Mr.  Bryant 
acquired  an  interest  in  the  establishment  and  the  firm,  name  was  changed  to  the 
Kahler-Bryant  Shoe  Company. 

In  Boone,  on  March  23,  1910,  Mr.  Bryant  was  united  in  marriage  with  Mrs. 
Stella  Porter,  also  a  native  of  Iowa.  They  reside  at  1421  Beaver  avenue.  Mr. 
Bryant  is  identified  with  the  Masonic  order,  having  passed  the  thirty-second  de¬ 
gree  of  the  Scottish  rite,  during  which  time  he  has  filled  various  chairs.  He  also 
belongs  to  the  B.  P.  O.  E.  and  is  a  member  of  the  Hyperion  and  Commercial 
Clubs. 


GEORGE  E.  CROMLEY. 

Among  the  young  business  men  of  Des  Moines  who  have  attained  deserved 
success  through  application  of  right  principles  of  industry  and  perseverance 
should  be  named  George  E.  Cromley,  cashier  and  salesman"  of  the  Flint  Brick 
company.  He  is  a  native  son  of  Iowa,  born  at  Griswold,  Cass  county,  Iowa, 
January  31,  1880,  his  parents  being  John  F.  and  Mattie  (Hewitt)  Cromley, 
both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Pennsylvania.  The  mother  came  to  Iowa  with 
her  parents  in  her  childhood  and  the  father  arrived  in  this  state  when  he  was 
about  twenty  years  of  age.  He  took  up  his  residence  at  Indianola,  Warren 
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county.  He  was  a  registered  pharmacist  and  engaged  in  the  drug  business  at 
Indianola,  removing  in  1880  to  Griswold,  where  he  conducted  a  drug  store  m 
his  own  name  for  fourteen  years.  While  following  his  business  he  studied 
medicine  and  was  admitted  to  practice.  Since  1894  he  has  been  prominently 
engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  profession  at  Lamar,  Missouri. 

George  E.  Cromley  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  Griswold  and 
Lamar,  graduating  from  the  Lamar  high  school  in  1898.  He  then  came  to 
Des  Moines  and  began  the  study  of  law  in  the  office  of  Cummins,  Hewitt  & 
Wright,  continuing  with  that  firm  and  its  successors  for  eight  years.  In  1906 
he  became  connected  with  the  Flint  Brick  Company,  and  has  ever  since  been 
identified  with  that  concern. 

In  May,  1909,  Mr.  Cromley  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Ethel  Holaday, 
daughter  of  William  Holaday,  who  is  now  engaged  in  business  at  Greenfield, 
Iowa.  Politically  he  gives  his  support  to  the  republican  party.  He  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Grant  and  Hyperion  Field  and  Motor  Clubs,  and  fraternally  is  iden¬ 
tified  with  the  Masonic  order  and  the  Knights  of  Pythias. 


ANDREW  J  WHITE. 


Seven  years  ago  Andrew  J.  White  came  to  Des  Moines  and  entered  the  real- 
estate  and  investment  business,  believing  this  to  be  one  of  the  most  promising 
locations  in  the  entire  west.  The  test  of  his  experience  has  proven  that  his 
judgment  was  correct  and  he  now  maintains  flourishing  offices,  dealing  in  lands 
upon  an  extensive  scale  and  every  year  opening  up  new  possibilities.  He  is  a 
native  of  Scotland,  born  June  2,  1862,  and  is  a  son  of  James  White,  who  was 
born  in  Scotland  in  1830.  The  father  grew  to  manhood  in  his  native  land  and 
possessing  a  laudable  ambition  to  make  a  name  for  himself  emigrated  to 
America  in  1867.  He  first  took  up  his  residence  in  Kendall  county,  Illinois, 
subsequently'  removing  to  a  farm  near  La  Grange  in  Cook  county.  In  1878 
he  was  attracted  to  Greene  county,  Iowa,  and  there  bought  a  tract  of  wild  prai¬ 
rie  land,  which  he  proceeded  to  improve.  Having  made  his  place  quite  valu¬ 
able  he  disposed  of  it  in  1892  and  purchased  a  farm  in  Calhoun  county,  upon 
which  he  is  now  living.  The  mother  of  our  subject  was  Margaret  (Robert¬ 
son)  White,  a  native  of  Scotland,  who  died  in  Calhoun  County,  Iowa,  at  the 
age  of  sixty  years,  from  an  attack  of  typhoid  fever.  There  were  nine  children 
in  the  family,  five  of  whom  are  now  living,  namely :  Agnes,  at  home ;  Belle, 
the  widow  of  John  G.  Harrison,  of  Calhoun  county;  Andrew  J.,  the  subject 
of  this  review;  James  S.,  who  is  married  and  lives  in  Calhoun  county;  and 
Marian,  at  home. 

Andrew  J.  White  was  educated  in  the  common  schools  of  Illinois  and  Iowa, 
and  later  attended  the  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  at  Chicago  with  the 
intention  of  practicing  medicine  but  later  decided  to  become  an  embalmer. 
He  began  his  battle  with  the  world  in  the  mercantile  business,  in  which  he  con¬ 
tinued  for  two  years,  and  then  became  interested  in  the  undertaking  business, 
with  which  he  was  identified  for  twelve  years.  A  portion  of  this  time  he  trav¬ 
eled  for  the  National  Casket  Company,  handling  a  line  of  robes,  caskets,  em¬ 
balming  instruments,  etc.  He  was  located  for  several  years  in  Boone  county, 
Iowa,  where  he  successfully  engaged  in  the  undertaking  business,  and  was 
twice  elected  county  coroner,  although  there  were  four  opponents  in  the  field. 
In  1903  he  came  to  Des  Moines  and  since  that  time  has  devoted  his  attention 
to  real  estate  and  investments.  He  has  succeeded  in  greatly  encouraging  emi¬ 
gration  into  the  southwest,  especially  to  Texas,  and  has  shown'  an  adaptability 
to  this  calling  that  has  produced  gratifying  results. 
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On  the  14th  of  September,  _  1887,  Mr.  White  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Miss  Mary  J.  McBurney,  a  native  of  Toronto,  Canada,  whose  father.  George 
McBurney,  was  born  in  the  north  of  Ireland  and  became  a  successful  farmer 
in  Canada.  Four  children  have  blessed  the  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  White: 
Beulah  May,  James  Paul,  Helen  Constance  Robertson  and  Andrew  Robert, 
all  of  whom  are  at  home. 

By  his  pleasing  address  and  genial  manner  Mr.  White  has  made  many,  friends 
throughout  the  country  who  have  great  confidence  in  his  business  sagacity  and 
judgment.  His  career  has  been  one  of  advancement  into  larger  avenues  of  re¬ 
sponsibility  and  the  future  gives  bright  promise  of  still  greater  victories.  In 
religious  belief  he  is  a  Presbyterian,  and  politically  he  gives  his  support  to  the 
republican  party. 


william  m.  McFarland. 

Six  years  ago  the  friends  of  William  M.  McFarland  were  called  upon  to 
mourn  his  death  and  although  the  perplexities  of  life  and  the  cares  of  business 
have  duly  presented  their  claims,  his  memory  has  remained  fresh  in  the  minds 
of  those  who  knew  and  loved  him.  A  man  of  many  generous  and  noble  traits, 
he  will  not  soon  be  forgotten.  His  services  as  newspaper  editor  and  public 
officer  created  an  influence  that  was  felt  throughout  the  state  and  plainly  indi¬ 
cated  that  he  was  a  man  of  unusual  ability  and  sterling  worth. 

Mr.  McFarland  was  born  in  Posey  county,  Indiana,  April  1,  1848.  He  re¬ 
ceived  his  preliminary  education  in  the  country  schools,  later  becoming  a  student 
m  the  low  a  Wesleyan  University,  at  Mount  Pleasant,  Iowa,  from  which  he 
was  graduated  in  1873.  Immediately  after  graduation  he  went  to  California, 
where  he  remained  for  several  years,  teaching  mathematics  first  in  Georgetown, 
then  in  Napa  College  and  finally  becoming  connected  with  the  San  Francisco 
Chronicle.  Having  decided  upon  a  newspaper  career,  in  1876  he  returned  to 
Iowa  and  established  the  Brooklyn  Chronicle,  which  he  ably,  conducted  for  eight 
years,  when  he  moved  to  Estherville  and  purchased  the  Estherville  Vindicator, 
of  which  he  was  for  a  number  of  years  editor  and  proprietor.  He  was  a  re¬ 
markably  clear  and  forcible  writer  and  soon  after  entering  the  editorial  field 
became  recognized  as  a  strong  factor  in  the  journalism  of  the  state. 

Politically  Mr.  McFarland  was  a  stanch  advocate  of  the  republican  party 
and  on  account  of  the  advanced  position  which  he  took  in  all  affairs  pertaining 
to  the  state  and  nation  he  attained  a  wide  prominence  in  politics.  He  served 
from  Emmett  county  as  a  member  of  the  twenty-second  and  twenty-third  gen¬ 
eral  assemblies  and  was  one  of  the  principal  authors  of  the  railway  rate  law 
now  in  force  in  the  state  of  Iowa  and  also  of  many  other  measures  of  state¬ 
wide  importance.  In  1890  he  was  elected  secretary  of  state  and  at  the  close  of 
his  term  was  reelected  to  the  office  by  a  vote  which  gave  indisputable  evidence 
of  his  popularity  in  the  state  to  whose  services  he  devoted  the  best  years  of  his 
life.  He  was  a  prominent  candidate  on  the  republican  ticket  for  governor  at 
the  time  of  the  nomination  of  Governor  Drake  and  for  many  years  he  was  ex¬ 
ceedingly  active  in  the  councils  of  the  party  in  Iowa. 

On  the  9th  of  April,  1879,  Mr.  McFarland  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Florence  Conaway,  a  daughter  of  Dr.  John  Conaway,  of  Brooklyn,  Iowa,  and 
a  sister  of  Freeman  R.  Conaway,  of  Des  Moines.  Two  daughters  were  born  to 
them,  Frances  and  Wilma. 

Mr.  McFarland’s  death  occurred  July  15,  1905.  He  passed  away  in  the 
plenitude  of  his  powers,  having  reached  the  age  of  fifty-seven  years,  three 
months  and  fourteen  days.  The  universal  expression  of  regret  from  all  parts 
of  the  state  was  proof  of  the  high  esteem  in  which  he  was  held.  For  more 
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than  thirty  years  a  resident  of  Iowa,  he  was  intimately  identified  with  its  wel¬ 
fare,  and  few  men  in  the  state  could  claim  a  greater  number  of  warm  personal 
friends.  Airs.  AlcFarland  is  now  living  in  Des  Moines,  where  she  is  well  and 
favorably  known.  She  has  identified  herself  with  its  social  life  and  is  a  valued 
member  of  the  Woman’s  Club  and  an  active  worker  in  behalf  of  the  juvenile 
court,  which  is  one  of  the  most  worthy  institutions  of  the  city. 


ISAAC  T.  MARTIN. 

The  year  1883  witnessed  the  arrival  of  Isaac  T.  Martin  in  Des  Moines  and 
throughout  the  remainder  of  his  life  he  was  a  prominent  figure  in  insurance 
circles  in  the  capital  city.  He  had  the  initiative  spirit  so  necessary  to  success 
in  that  field  and  his  marked  resolution  prompted  him  when  one  avenue  seemed 
closed  to  seek  out  other  paths  leading  to  the  goal  of  successful  achievement. 
In  time  he  became  widely  known  among  the  insurance  men  of  the  city  and  was 
justly  accounted  one  of  the  leading  representatives  of  that  department  of  busi¬ 
ness.  A  native  of  Pennsylvania,  he  was  born  in  Erie  in  1832  and  pursued  his 
education  at  that  place  and  at  Painesville,  Ohio.  His  father,  John  Martin,  was 
a  native  of  Ireland  and  for  many  years  was  connected  with  agricultural  pursuits 
in  Erie,  Pennsylvania.  He  was  married  in  Ireland  to  Sarah  Stubbs  and  on  coming 
to  the  United  States,  first  located  in  Poultney,  Vermont,  where  Mr.  Martin  was 
connected  with  the  woolen  mills  for  seven  years.  Subsequently  they  made 
their  home  in  western  Pennsylvania  until  called  to  their  final  rest. 

The  youthful  experiences  of  Isaac  T.  Martin  were  those  of  farm  lads,  for 
he  early  became  familiar  with  the  work  of  the  fields,  which  he  aided  in  culti¬ 
vating  from  the  time  of  early  spring  planting  until  crops  were  harvested  in  the 
late  autumn.  The  winter  months  were  devoted  to  the  acquirement  of  an  educa¬ 
tion  and  when  a  young  man  he  went  to  New  York  city,  where  he  engaged  in 
the  grocery  business  for  a  few  years.  The  broadening  opportunities  of  the 
middle  west,  however,  attracted  him  and  in  1857  he  arrived  in  Iowa,  settling  first 
in  Sioux  City.  There  he  engaged  in  teaching,  being  the  first  male  teacher  ever 
employed  in  that  city.  For  six  years  his  attention  was  given  to  teaching  there 
and  in  Crawford  county,  but  at  length  he  withdrew  from  the  profession  to  be¬ 
come  state  representative  for  the  Northwestern  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Com¬ 
pany,  opening  an  office  in  Davenport.  He  was  with  that  company  for  eighteen 
years  and  had  jurisdiction  over  Iowa  and  Nebraska,  but  in  1883  was  made  super¬ 
intendent  of  the  Equitable  Life  Insurance  Company  of  Iowa,  of  which  he  re¬ 
mained  a  representative  until  called  to  his  final  rest  March  14,  1900.  He  was 
considered  one  of  the  best  insurance  men  of  the  state,  having  intimate  and  com¬ 
prehensive  knowledge  of  the  business  in  principle  and  detail  and  so  directing  his 
efforts  in  this  field  that  the  clientele  of  the  Equitable  Life  Insurance  Company 
constantly  increased  and  the  business  grew  to  extensive  and  profitable  proportions. 

Mr.  Martin  was  married  in  Onawa,  Monona  county,  Iowa,  to  Miss  Adelia 
S.  Lamb,  a  native  of  Wisconsin,  who  came  to  Iowa  with  her  father,  Curtis 
Lamb,  who  in  this  state  followed  the  occupation  of  farming.  Mrs.  Martin  was 
but  six  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  the  removal  and  amid  the  wild  scenes  and 
environment  of  pioneer  life  she  was  reared.  She  was  the  first  white  girl  in 
Sioux  City  and  her  father  helped  to  survey  that  city  and  lay  out  the  town.  By 
her  marriage  she  became  the  mother  of  nine  children,  but  only  four  are  now 
living:  Mrs.  Mary  L.  McVey;  Bessie;  John  C.,  who  is  living  in  Des  Moines; 
and  Truman,  who  is  farming  in  Polk  county. 

Mr.  Martin  was  a  Methodist,  a  Mason  and  a  prohibitionist  and  what  further 
proof  could  one  ask  of  the  nobility  of  his  nature  and  of  the  high  principles  which 
ruled  his  conduct.  He  joined  the  church  when  seventeen  years  of  age  and  was 
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ever  afterward  faithful  to  his  profession,  endeavoring  daily  to  exemplify  in 
his  life  the  teachings  of  the  Master.  He  was  also  an  exemplary  representative 
of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  which  has  its  root  in  the  principles  of  brotherly  kind¬ 
ness  and  mutual  helpfulness.  A  stalwart  champion  of  the  cause  of  temperance, 
he  voted  the  prohibition  ticket  and  in  every  way  did  what  he  could  to  suppress 
the  drink  habit  and  the  crime,  evils  and  misery  which  grow  out  of  it.  He  was 
ever  interested  in  Des  Moines  and  her  upbuilding  and  never  hesitated  to  give 
active  and  earnest  support  to  any  project  of  public  concern  and  benefit.  His 
friends — and  they  were  many — knew  that  he  was  ever  worthy  of  trust  and  com 
fidence,  for  the  honorable,  upright  principles  of  his  life  found  expression  in 
his  daily  conduct.  He  was  devoted  to  the  welfare  and  happiness  of  his  family 
and  his  best  traits  of  character  were  reserved  for  his  own  fireside,  his  family 
ever  finding  him  a  devoted  husband  and  father. 


NEWTON  W.  DIEHL. 

One  of  the  most  thoroughly  cultivated  and  highly  improved  farms  in  Dela¬ 
ware  township,  Polk  county,  is  the  property  of  Newton  W.  Diehl,  who  is  a  na¬ 
tive  of  Henry  county,  Indiana,  his  birth  occurring  on  the  27th  of  September, 
1852.  His  parents,  Henry  and  Mary  (Smvser)  Diehl,  were  natives  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  and  on  coming  to  Iowa  located  on  a  farm  in  Buchanan  county  in  1853. 
The  father  was  a  tanner  by  trade  and  followed  that  occupation  in  connection 
with  his  agricultural  pursuits  all  of  his  life.  He  died  on  the  old  homestead  in 
1880  at  the  age  of  seventy-four  years,  but  the  mother  had  passed  the  seventy- 
seventh  milestone  on  life's  journey  at  the  time  of  her  demise  in  1884.  Seven 
children  were  born  to  this  couple  but  only  three  are  now  living,  as  follows: 
John,  living  in  Buchanan  county,  who  is  married  and  has  a  family  of  ten  chil¬ 
dren ;  Henry,  who  is  now  living  in  South  Dakota,  his  wife  and  children  being 
dead ;  and  Newton  W. 

Newton  W.  Diehl  was  the  youngest  member  of  the  family,  and  being  but 
one  year  of  age  when  they  removed  to  Iowa  practically  his  entire  life  has  been 
spent  in  the  ITawkeye  state.  He  attended  the  public  schools  and  assisted  his 
father  until  he  was  twenty-one  years  of  age,  at  which  time  he  left  home  and 
traveled  through  the  west  for  two  years.  During  that  period  he  entered  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land  in  Nebraska,  which  he  sold  later.  Upon  his 
return  to  Iowa  he  attended  school  for  two  more  terms  and  then  engaged  in  farm¬ 
ing  for  himself  as  a  renter.  He  cultivated  leased  land  for  four  years,  and 
during  that  time  by  close  application,  perseverance  and  thrift  he  was  able  to 
accumulate  the  requisite  capital  to  buy  property  of  his  own.  He  purchased  a 
farm  in  Wright  county,  upon  which  he  settled,  and  after  cultivating  it  for  ten 
years  he  sold  and  purchased  the  place  where  he  now  resides.  He  located  upon 
his  present  homestead  on  the  1st  of  January,  1890,  and  during  the  twenty  years 
of  his  residence  has  improved  the  place  almost  beyond  recognition.  His  resi¬ 
dence  is  one  of  the  best  and  most  thoroughly  modern  farm  houses  in  the  im¬ 
mediate  locality.  He  built  a  house  when  he  first  moved  upon  the  place  and  in 
1909  remodeled  and  enlarged  it  so  that  it  now  contains  nine  rooms  and  bath, 
with  ample  closet  and  pantry  room.  His  land  is  well  fenced;  he  has  large  and 
commodious  barns  and  sheds  for  the  shelter  of  both  stock  and  farming  imple¬ 
ments  ;  and  his  fields  are  well  drained  and  fertilized.  He  is  progressive  in  all 
of  his  methods  and  the  result  is  that  he  harvests  abundant  crops  which  com¬ 
mand  the  best  prices  offered  by  the  markets.  Mr.  Diehl  engages  in  general 
farming  and  stock-raising,  in  both  of  which  lines  he  has  met  with  more  than 
moderate  success,  and  has  added  to  his  original  tract  of  one  hundred  and  fopty 
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acres  until  at  the  present  his  farm  contains  one  hundred  and  seventy-six  acres 
of  as  valuable  land  as  is  to  be  found  in  Delaware  township. 

Mr.  Diehl  was  married  November  14,  1875,  to  Miss  Margaret  Webb,  a 
daughter  of  Joseph  and  Susan  (Clow)  Webb.  Her  father  was  a  native  of  Ire¬ 
land  but  emigrated  to  the  United  States  in  his  boyhood,  while  the  mother  was 
born  in  Pennsylvania.  They  removed  to  Iowa  and  located  on  a  farm  in 
Buchanan  county  in  1861  and  there  they  both  died.  To  them  were  born  eight 
children,  of  whom  Mrs.  Diehl  is  the  fourth,  her  birth  having  occurred  on  the 
2d  of  June,  1856.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Diehl  have  become  the  parents  of  three  chil¬ 
dren.  Blanche,  the  eldest,  married  William  A.  Luge,  of  Cherokee  county,  Iowa, 
and  is  now  living  in  Des  Moines.  Ted  E.,  who  was  born  on  the  19th  of  Octo¬ 
ber,  1878,  married  Elizabeth  Wehde,  of  this  county,  and  they  have  two  children. 
He  lives  on  a  farm  in  Polk  county,  upon  which  in  1904  his  father  erected  a 
thoroughly  modern  residence.  Lulu,  the  youngest  child,  died  when  small. 

The  family  always  attended  the  services  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church, 
in  which  the  parents  hold  membership.  Mr.  Diehl  also  belongs  to  the  Ma¬ 
sonic  fraternity  and  the  Brotherhood  of  American  Yeomen.  Ever  since  acquir¬ 
ing  the  right  of  suffrage  he  has  supported  the  democratic  party,  feeling  that 
the  fundamental  principles  of  that  organization  are  best  adapted  to  subserve 
the  interests  of  the  agriculturist.  Although  he  always  votes  in  strict  accordance 
to  party  dictates  at  national  and  state  elections,  he  feels  that  on  local  issues  it  is 
a  matter  of  the  man  best  qualified  to  serve  the  interests  of  the  community  at 
large  and  casts  an  independent  ballot.  During  the  long  period  of  their  resi¬ 
dence  in  this  county  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Diehl  have  won  the  friendship  of  many 
people  whose  regard  they  still  retain,  and  the  hospitality  of  their  comfortable 
home  is  always  most  graciously  extended  to  all. 


EDWIN  ALLAN  PAUL. 

Edwin  Allan  Paul,  president  of  the  Jennings  Crawford  Company,  owning 
and  controlling  one  of  the  most  extensive  establishments  for  the  sale  of  men’s 
furnishing  goods  in  Des  Moines,  has  manifested  in  his  business  career  the  spirit 
of  enterprise  and  progress  which  has  been  the  dominant  factor  in  the  rapid  up¬ 
building  of  the  capital  city  during  the  past  few  years.  He  is  yet  a  young  man 
and  the  qualities  that  he  has  thus  far  displayed  in  business  seem  to  promise  for 
him  still  larger  success  in  the  future. 

He  was  born  in  Keokuk,  Iowa,  March  25,  1882,  a  son  of  Thomas  Stephens 
and  Mary  (Tigue)  Paul.  His  paternal  ancestors  came  from  Scotland  and  set¬ 
tled  in  Lynn,  Massachusetts,  about  the  time  of  the  Revolutionary  war,  while 
his  maternal  ancestors  were  of  English  lineage.  Thomas  S.  Paul  was  a  native 
of  Iowa,  his  father  having  been  one  of  the  pioneer  settlers  of  Keokuk.  For 
many  years  Thomas  S.  Paul  engaged  in  the  lumber  business  in  Keokuk  but  at 
length  retired.  His  wife  was  born  in  Yorkshire,  England,  and  came  to  America 
with  her  parents  when  a  maiden  of  about  eight  summers,  the  family  settling 
in  Keokuk.  The  marriage  of  Thomas  S.  Paul  and  Mary  Tigue  was  celebrated 
in  Muscatine,  Iowa,  although  for  some  years  they  made  their  home  in  Keokuk. 

In  the  public  schools  of  that  city  Edwin  A.  Paul  pursued  his  early  education. 
He  afterward  attended  a  military  academy  and  the  Shattuck  school  of  Fari¬ 
bault,  Minnesota,  and  put  aside  his  text-books  at  the  age  of  twenty  years,  hav¬ 
ing  been  graduated  as  valedictorian  of  the  class  of  1902.  To  the  business 
world  he  then  directed  his  steps,  accepting  a  position  with  the  Collins  Heaslip 
Carpet  Company  of  Keokuk,  where  he  closely  applied  himself  to  the  duties  as¬ 
signed  him  and  made  his  service  of  such  value  to  the  house  that  in  1906  he  was 
sent  to  Des  Moines  to  take  charge  of  the  firm’s  business  in  this  city,  being  made 
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manager  of  the  carpet  department.  He  continued  with  that  firm  for  about 
three  years  and  then  entered  upon  an  independent  line,  forming  a  partnership 
with  J.  R.  Crawford.  Buying  out  F.  C.  Crowell  they  established  the  Jennings 
Crawford  Company,  Inc.,  for  the  sale  of  men’s  furnishing  goods  at  No.  408 
Walnut  street  in  1907.  This  is  among  the  leading  establishments  of  the  kind  in 
the  city,  having  a  large  and  very  satisfactory  trade.  The  business  is  growing 
year  by  year  under  the  capable  management  of  Mr.  Paul  as  president  and  Mr. 
Crawford  as  secretary  and  treasurer.  Both  men  are  typical  representatives  of 
the  business  spirit  of  the  age.  Alert  and  enterprising,  they  are  watchful  of  every 
opportunity  pointing  to  success  and  at  all  times  have  conformed  their  business 
management  to  the  highest  standard  of  commercial  ethics.  Air.  Paul  has  like¬ 
wise  made  investments  in  property  and  is  now  the  owner  of  considerable  valu¬ 
able  farm  land  in  Iowa.  It  is  characteristic  of  him  that  he  accomplishes  what  he 
undertakes.  He  never  falters  in  the  pursuit  of  a  purpose,  but  with  persistent 
spirit  reaches  the  goal  for  which  he  sets  out. 

On  the  10th  of  June,  1907?  in  Des  Moines,  Air.  Paul  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Miss  Alary  Stevens,  a  native  of  Warsaw,  Illinois,  and  a  daughter  of  George 
and  Amelia  Stevens,  who  for  the  past  six  years  have  been  residents  of  Des 
Aloines.  Her  father  is  resident  manager  for  Charles  Passow  &  Son,  dealers 
in  billiard  and  pool  tables,  bar  and  office  fixtures.  Air.  and  Airs.  Paul  have 
one  child,  Thomas  Stevens,  who  was  born  in  Des  Aloines,  May  15,  1909. 

The  parents  are  members  of  the  Alethodist  church  and  Mr.  Paul  is  a  popular 
and  valued  representative  of  Hyperion  Club  and  the  Commercial  Club.  He 
also  belongs  to  the  Alpha  Kappa  Phi  fraternity.  In  politics  he  is  a  progressive 
republican,  believing  that  advancement  should  characterize  political  interests  as 
well  as  business  affairs.  He  does  not  seek  nor  desire  office  but  his  influence 
is  cast  on  the  side  of  improvement  and  he  believes  that  at  all  times  municipal 
honor  should  be  maintained.  In  business  he  has  made  for  himself  a  creditable 
record,  achieving  success  not  through  any  fortunate  combination  of  circum¬ 
stances  or  by  reason  of  exceptionally  favorable  conditions  but  because  he  real¬ 
ized  at  the  outset  of  his  career  that  industry,  intelligently  directed,  is  the  only 
sure  foundation  upon  which  prosperity  can  be  built. 


JABEZ  CARVER. 

Jabez  Carver,  whose  name  introduces  this  record,  was  the  sixth  in  order 
township.  He  worked  diligently  and  persistently  in  acquiring  and  equipping 
his  farm  and  made  it  one  of  the  valuable  properties  of  the  district  in  which  it 
was  located.  In  all  of  his  business  transactions  he  was  strictly  honorable  and 
reliable  and  thus  gained  the  merited  confidence,  good-will  and  high  regard  of 
his  fellow  townsmen.  Rock  county,  Wisconsin,  numbered  him  among  her 
native  sons,  his  birth  having  there  occurred  on  the  23d  of  Alay,  1863.  He  was 
a  direct  descendant  of  one  of  the  Alayflower  passengers,  the  Rev.  Carver,  and 
his  great-grandfather,  Isaac  Carver,  was  a  soldier  of  the  Revolutionary  war. 
His  father,  Jabez  Carver,  Sr.,  was  born  in  Pennsylvania  in  1823  and  settled  in 
Wisconsin  during  the  pioneer  epoch  in  its  history.  In  1868  he  removed  to 
De  Kalb  county,  Illinois,  where  he  followed  farming  and  also  worked  at  the 
blacksmith’s  trade.  The  year  1877  witnessed  his  arrival  in  Iowa,  at  which  time 
he  took  up  his  abode  in  Story  county,  and  after  five  years  removed  to  Jasper 
county,  where  his  death  occurred  in  1886.  He  married  Ellen  Jackson,  who 
was  also  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  and  who,  surviving  him  for  about  eight 
years,  passed  away  December  2,  1894. 

Jabez  Carver,  whose  name  introduces  this  record,  was  the  sixth  in  order 
of  birth  in  his  father’s  family  of  thirteen  children.  He  was  reared  upon  the 
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old  home  farm  and  attended  the  public  schools  of  both  Illinois  and  Iowa.  When 
a  young  man  he  formed  a  partnership  with  his  brother  and  purchased  three 
hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land  in  Clear  Creek  township,  Jasper  county, 
where  he  carried  on  stock-raising.  After  the  death  of  the  father  the  brothers 
made  a  home  there  for  the  mother  and  the  younger  members  of  the  family. 
Their  business  relations  were  maintained  until  1893,  when  they  dissolved  part¬ 
nership  and  divided  the  property,  Jabez  Carver  taking  as  his  share  one  hundred 
and  forty  acres.  To  this  he  added  by  purchase  from  time  to  time  until  he 
owned  about  three  hundred  and  forty-two  acres,  which  he  placed  under  a  high 
state  of  cultivation  and  improvement.  In  1903,  however,  he  disposed  of  a  part 
of  this  land  and  removed  to  Washington  township,  Polk  county,  where  he 
invested  in  two  hundred  and  fifty-three  acres.  Upon  this  farm  he  placed  many 
modern  improvements  and  equipment  until  his  place  became  one  of  the  finest 
in  his  section  of  the  county.  He  also  extended  the  boundaries  of  his  property 
until  his  holdings  aggregated  three  hundred  and  ninety  acres.  His  entire  life 
was  devoted  to  general  agricultural  pursuits  and  a  successful  career  terminated 
when,  on  the  29th  of  October,  1909,  he  was  called  to  his  final  rest. 

On  the  nth  of  February,  1891,  Mr.  Carver  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Ursula  M.  Hartung,  a  daughter  of  William  and  Mary  (Kopf)  Hartung,  both 
of  whom  were  natives  of  Germany.  The  father  was  born  near  Erfurt,  Germany, 
January  6,  1821,  and  died  March  16,  1911,  at  the  age  of  ninety  years.  In  1858 
he  came  to  the  United  States  and  in  the  same  year  settled  in  Washington  town¬ 
ship.  In  i860  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Mary  A.  Kopf,  a  daughter 
of  John  George  Kopf,  a  native  of  Wurtemberg,  who  followed  farming  in  that 
land.  Mary  Kopf  crossed  the  Atlantic  in  1858  and  made  her  way  directly  to 
Illinois,  whence  she  came  to  Iowa  in  1859.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hartung  were  the 
parents  of  six  children,  as  follows:  Walter  A.,  living  in  Aberdeen,  Washington; 
Anna  B.,  the  wife  of  George  V.  Mowen,  of  Washington  township,  Polk  county; 
Ursula  M.,  who  married  Mr.  Carver;  William  J.,  residing  near  Maxwell,  Iowa; 
Fred  L.,  also  of  Aberdeen,  Washington;  and  Mary  C.,  who  married  Henry 
Ruifrok,  of  Des  Moines,  Iowa.  The  marriage  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Carver  was 
blessed  with  two  children,  namely:  Floyd  E.,  born  February  9,  1892,  who 
resides  at  home  and  operates  the  old  home  farm;  and  Faith  Helen,  who  was 
born  on  the  8th  of  January,  1901. 

The  family  attend  the  Evangelical  church  of  Loring,  and  Mr.  Carver  con¬ 
tributed  liberally  to  its  support.  His  political  indorsement  was  given  to  the 
democratic  party  but  he  did  not  seek  nor  desire  office.  He  served  as  a  school 
director  in  Jasper  county  for  a  number  of  years  and  the  cause  of  education 
found  in  him  a  warm  friend.  His  attention,  however,  was  chiefly  devoted  to 
his  farming  and  stock-raising  interests  and  he  was  particularly  successful  in 
the  latter  department  of  his  business.  His  life  was  indeed  well  spent  and 
gained  for  him  the  warm  friendship  of  a  great  majority  of  those  with  whom 
he  came  in  contact. 


LESTER  W.  BASHAM. 


Lester  W.  Basham,  who  has  acted  as  office  manager  and  cashier  of  the 
Penn  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Company  at  Des  Moines  since  1902,  was  born  in 
Bray  ton,  Audubon  county,  Iowa,  on  the  9th  of  September,  1870.  His  father, 
Joel  H.  Basham,  was  one  of  the  early  pioneers  of  Audubon  county,  coming 
from  Kentucky  to  this  state  prior  to  the  Civil  war.  His  wife,  who  bore  the 
maiden  name  of  Sarah  Hallock,  was  the  daughter  of  I.  P.  Hallock,  who  took 
a  prominent  part  in  laying  out  the  city  of  Chicago  and  also  helped  drive  the 
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first  stakes  for  the  city  of  Omaha.  Mrs.  Sarah  Basham  was  a  sister  of  John 
Addison  Hallock,  United  States  representative  in  the  ’70s. 

Lester  W.  Basham  obtained  his  education  in  the  schools  of  his  native  county 
and  prepared  for  the  profession  of  teaching  by  pursuing  a  normal  course.  He 
taught  school  in  Audubon  county  during  the  years  1888  and  1889  and  then 
came  to  Des  Moines,  having  resided  here  continuously  for  twenty-two  years. 
His  first  position  in  this  city  was  with  the  Iowa  National  Bank,  while  subse¬ 
quently  he  entered  the  service  of  the  Mitchell  Wagon  and  J.  I.  Case  Plow 
Works  Company  with  which  he  remained  for  five  years,  at  the  expiration  of 
which  period  he  became  associated  with  the  firm  of  Gaar-Scott  &  Company.  In 
1902  he  became  office  manager  and  cashier  for  the  Penn  Mutual  Life  Insurance 
Company  and  has  held  the  dual  position  to  the  present  time,  having  proven 
himself  well  qualified  to  discharge  the  important  duties  devolving  upon  him  in 
this  connection. 

On  the  1st  of  January,  1898,  at  Des  Moines,  Mr.  Basham  was  joined  in 
wedlock  to  Miss .  Marie  L.  Lantz,  a  daughter  of  Lloyd  Lantz,  of  Bushnell, 
Illinois,  who  paiticipated  in  the  Civil  war.  Mrs.  Marie  L.  Basham  has  been  a 
member  of  the  Christian  church  for  twenty-one  years.  She  is  verv  patriotic 
and  charitable  and  has  worked  continually  and  effectively  with  the'  Women’s 
Relief  Corps,  the  ladies’  auxiliary  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  serving 
m  all  the  important  offices  of  Kinsman  Corps  of  Des  IMomes.  She  was  elected 
president  of  the  state  association  of  Iowa  in  1909  and  her  administration  showed 
many  excellent  results. 

Since  age  conferred  upon  him  the  right  of  franchise  Mr.  Basham  has  sup¬ 
ported  the  men  and  measures  of  the  republican  party,  being  convinced  that  its 
principles  are  most  conducive  to  good  government.  His  fraternal  relations  are 
with  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  \  oung  Men  s  Christian  Association  and  attends  the  Christian 
Science  church.  Richly  endowed  by  nature  with  admirable  social  qualities, 
he  has,  too,  the  sterling  principles  which  command  respect  and  confidence  in 
every  land  and  clime. 


LORAIN  G.  TOLLES. 

Lorain  G.  Tolies  is  one  of  the  public-spirited,  progressive  and  influential 
citizens  of  Elkhart  township,  who  for  many  years  has  been  closely  associated 
with  the  development  and  improvement  of  his  part  of  the  county.  He  is  one 
of  Iowa’s  native  sons,  his  birth  occurring  in  Mills  county  on  the  9th  of  March, 
i8^8.  His  parents,  Ceiphas  C.  and  Sylvia  (Case)  Tolies,  wrere  natives  of  Ohio 
and  New  York  respectively  and  came  to  Iowa  about  1846,  locating  in  Mills 
county.  The  father,  an  engineer  by  trade,  wTas  the  first  county  clerk  and  treas¬ 
urer  of.  Mills  county,  serving  in  both  capacities  at  the  same  time.  Upon  his 
arri\  al  m  that  count}  he  opened  a  gristmill,  wffiich  he  operated  for  some  time, 
after  which  he  entered  land,  in  the  improvement  and  development  of  which  he 
was  engaged  until  the  time  of  his  death  in  1861.  For  almost  a  quarter  of  a 
century  he  was  survived  by  his  wife,  who  passed  away  in  1885. 

Shortly  after  the  death  of  his  father  Lorain  G.  Tolies  wTas  taken  by  his 
widowed  mother  to  Seward  county,  Nebraska,  and  there  the  greater  portion  of 
his.  boyhood  was  spent  upon  the  claim  which  his  mother  had  entered.  He  re¬ 
mained  with  her  until  fourteen  years  of  age,  when  he  purshased  a  team  of 
horses  and  began  his  business  career  on  a  rented  tract,  operating  the  farm  on 
shaies.  In  1878  he  returned  to  Iowa  and  farmed  rented  land  until  1880,  when 
he  purchased  forty  acres  in  \\  ashington  township,  Polk  county,  which  he  farmed 
for  two  years,  and  then,  disposing  of  that  property,  he  rented  a  larger  farm,  in 
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the  operation  of  which  he  continued  for  several  years.  Subsequently  he  went 
to  California  and  was  there  employed  for  some  time  in  the  lumber  districts  and 
later  engaged  in  teaming  on  the  timber  lands.  He  remained  a  resident  of  the 
Golden  state  for  two  years,  and  then  returned  to  Nebraska,  where  he  farmed 
for  four  years.  His  next  removal  took  him  to  Adams  county,  in  the  southern 
part  of  Iowa,  and  there  he  purchased  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land,  to 
the  improvement  of  which  he  devoted  two  years,  after  wdiich  he  sold  out  and 
again  came  to  Polk  county,  investing  in  a  tract  of  eighty  acres  in  Elkhart  town¬ 
ship.  At  that  time  the  land  was  practically  unimproved  and  with  characteristic 
energy  he  at  once  began  its  development  and  with  the  passing  of  the  years 
brought  it  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation.  In  1905  he  invested  in  another 
tract  of  forty  acres,  so  that  his  farm  now  consists  of  one  hundred  and  twenty 
acres  and  is  one  of  the  valuable  and  desirable  properties  in  the  township.  He 
keeps  twelve  head  of  horses  and  twenty-five  head  of  cattle,  and  also  raises  about 
forty  head  of  hogs  annually  for  the  market.  Mr.  Tolies  has  recently  gone  into 
the  stock  breeding  business  and  is  making  a  specialty  of  English  shin  draft 
horses.  He  is  a  practical  business  man,  utilizing  the  most  improved  machinery 
to  cultivate  his  fields  and  the  most  modern  methods  in  the  conduct  of  his  affairs, 
and  is  justly  ranked  among  the  progressive  and  prosperous  farmers  of  his  part 
of  the  county. 

On  the  4th  of  January,  1877,  Mr.  Tolies  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Eliza 
Graybeal,  a  daughter  of  Peter  and  Rachel  (Rodgers)  Graybeal,  natives  of  Vir¬ 
ginia  and  Kentucky  respectively.  Her  father,  a  farmer  by  occupation,  engaged 
in  that  pursuit  in  Indiana  for  a  time  and  later  removed  to  Nebraska,  where  he 
entered  land  and  upon  which  he  resided  until  his  death.  He  passed  away  in  1879, 
but  his  wife  survived,  until  1905.  Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tolies  have  been  born 
four  children,  as  follows :  George  W.,  aged  thirty-one  years,  who  engages  in 
farming  in  Polk  county;  Sarah  Estella,  the  wife  of  Harvey  Satterly,  formerly  a 
civil  engineer  but  now  a  farmer  of  Franklin  township;  Pearl,  who  married  John 
Frederickson,  carrying  on  agricultural  pursuits  in  Douglas  township;  and  Bessie, 
who  at  the  age  of  fifteen  years  is  yet  attending  school. 

Mr.  Tolies  is  deeply  interested  in  the  public  life  of  the  community,  is  a  stanch 
exponent  of  progress  along  all  lines  and  has  given  his. cooperation  to  many  for¬ 
ward  movements  instituted  for  the  benefit  of  the  district  at  large.  He  is  a  stock¬ 
holder  in  the  Farmers  Cooperative  Produce  Company  of  Des  Moines  and  also 
in  the  Bondurant  Telephone  Company.  He  gives  his  political  support  to  the 
republican  party  and  is  now  one  of  the  trustees  of  Elkhart  township.  He  has 
also  served  as  justice  of  the  peace  for  years  and  as  school  director,  and  he  and 
his  wife  are  both  affiliated  with  the  United  Brethren  church.  He  strongly  advo¬ 
cates  all  measures  which  have  to  do  with  the  material,  intellectual  or  moral  de¬ 
velopment  of  the  community,  and  the  consensus  of  public  opinion  concedes  him 
high  place  among  the  prominent  and  influential  citizens  of  Elkhart  township. 


THOMAS  W.  SIMMONS. 

Thomas  W.  Simmons,  who  is  engaged  in  the  livery  business  in  Fort  Des 
Moines,  was  born  in  Warren  county,  Iowa,  on  the  16th  of  August,  1866,  a  son  of 
Bart  and  Harriet  (Hughes)  Simmons.  The  father  was  a  native  of  Kentucky 
and  the  mother  of  Ohio  but  they  came  to  Iowa  about  1850  and  located  in  War¬ 
ren  county,  where  they  were  later  married.  Bart  Simmons  lived  with  an  uncle 
until  the  breaking  out  of  the  Civil  war,  when  he  enlisted  and  went  to  the  front 
with  the  Thirty-fourth  Iowa  Volunteer  Infantry.  At  the  end  of  eight  months 
service  he.  returned  home,  having  been  discharged  on  account  of  disability.  As 
soon  as  his  health  was  restored  he  bought  a  farm  in  Warren  county,  which  he 
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began  to  clear  and  improve,  increasing  his  holdings  as  he  was  able  until  he  had 
quite  an  extensive  tract.  He  continued  to  reside  there,  engaged  in  agricultural 
pursuits,  until  he  passed  away  in  1886.  His  wife  still  survives  and  makes  her 
home  in  Des  Moines. 

Thomas  W.  Simmons  acquired  his  education  in  the  district  schools  of  War¬ 
ren  county  prior  to  the  age  of  thirteen  years  as  at  that  time  he  left  the  parental 
roof  in  order  to  begin  work.  The  first  seven  years  after  leaving  home  he  was 
employed  as  a  farm  hand  but  at  the  end  of  that  period  he  began  farming  as  a 
renter.  After  cultivating  leased  land  for  three  years  he  had  amassed  sufficient 
capital  to  enable  him  to  buy  forty-seven  acres  of  land,  which  he  cultivated  for 
one  year,  and  then  went  to  Oklahoma.  He  remained  in  that  state  for  eight 
months  and  then  returned  to  Iowa,  where  he  farmed  for  two  years,  after  which 
he  went  to  Springhill,  there  engaging  in  the  hotel  and  livery  business.  He  dis¬ 
posed  of  his  interests  there  at  the  end  of  seven  years  and  removed  to  Fort  Des 
Moines,  where  he  owns  an  excellent  stable  which  is  well  equipped  with  good 
horses  and  nice  vehicles.  He  has  a  good  patronage  and  is  meeting  with  marked 
success  in  his  undertaking,  as  in  addition  to  his  barn  and  residence  he  owns 
three  dwellings  which  he  rents  and  four  residence  lots  in  Fort  Des  Moines. 

In  October,  1888,  Mr.  Simmons  married  Miss  Laura  Thomas,  a  daughter' 
of  Alonzo  and  Louisa  (Tucker)  Thomas.  Pier  parents,  who  were  natives  of 
Illinois,  came  to  Iowa  in  pioneer  days  and  bought  eighty  acres  of  land  near 
Cummings.  After  cultivating  this  for  several  years  they  removed  to  Missouri 
and  later  went  to  Kansas,  where  the  mother  passed  away.  The  father  then  re¬ 
turned  to  Iowa,  where  he  continued  to  live  until  his  demise  in  1907.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Simmons  have  become  the  parents  of  two  children:  Connard  J.,  who  has 
attained  his  majority;  and  Allen  A.,  now  in  his  fourteenth  year. 

They  affiliate  with  the  Christian  denomination  in  their  church  relationship 
and  fraternally  Mr.  Simmons  is  identified  with  Lodge  No.  25,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and 
No.  223,  of  the  American  Yeomen.  Politically  he  has  never  affiliated  with  any 
party,  always  casting  his  ballot  for  the  men  and  measures  he  feels  are  best 
adapted  to  subserve  the  interests  of  the  general  public. 


JACOB  F.  SEID. 

A  well  cultivated  farm  of  eighty  acres  in  Bloomfield  township  pays  tribute 
to  the  agricultural  ability  of  Jacob  F.  Seid,  whose  birth  occurred  in  the  prov¬ 
ince  of  Wurtemberg,  Germany,  on  the  21st  of  August,  1854.  His  parents,  Will¬ 
iam  F.  and  Dorothy  (Laishtner)  Seid,  emigrated  to  the  United  States  and  lo¬ 
cated  in  Allen  township,  Polk  county,  Iowa,  in  1864,  where  they  bought  forty 
acres  of  unimproved  land,  which  they  cleared  and  cultivated.  There  the  mother 
passed  away  on  the  18th  of  November,  1872,  but  the  father  survived  her  until 
the  22d  of  July,  1889,  continuing  to  make  his  home  on  the  farm. 

Although  but  a  lad  of  ten  years  when  he  came  to  the  United  States  Jacob 
F.  Seid  had  already  attended  the  common  schools  of  his  native  land  for  three 
years,  the  knowledge  he  had  acquired  there  being  further  supplemented  by 
study  in  the  district  schools  of  Polk  county.  He  remained  at  home  with  his 
parents  until  he  was  twenty-two  years  of  age,  at  which  time  he  commenced 
farming  for  himself  on  an  eighty  acre  tract  which  he  rented  for  ten  years.  Dur¬ 
ing  that  period  by  close  application,  careful  management  and  economy  he  was 
able  to  accumulate  the  capital  necessary  to  buy  the  property.  Since  purchasing 
his  present  homestead  Mr.  Seid  has  planted  a^  large  orchard,  erected  some  out¬ 
buildings,  remodeled  and  built  an  addition  to  the  house  and  made  many  lesser 
improvements,  all  of  which  have  added  to  the  appearance  as  well  as  the  value 
of  the  property.  Everything  about  the  place  conveys  a  suggestion  of  thrift  and 
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prosperity,  the  outgrowth  of  capable  supervision  and  a  careful  regard  for 
details. 

On  the  28th  of  May,  1885,  Mr.  Seid  married  Miss  Pauline  Eilbert  a  daughter 
of  Lewis  and  Fredericka  Eilbert,  natives  of  Germany,  who  located  in  Polk 
county  about  1883.  The  father  had  been  a  wagon-maker  in  the  fatherland  but 
never  followed  his  trade  in  this  country,  always  devoting  his  attention  to  the 
cultivation  of  the  farm  upon  which  he  settled  when  he  first  arrived.  He  passed 
away  in  Warren  county  in  August,  1905,  and  the  mother  survived  him  until  the 
21  st  of  November,  1907.  Two  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Seid:  Minnie 
Louise,  who  is  now  nineteen  years  of  age;  and  Harry  Lewis,  seventeen  years 
of  age.  Airs.  Seid  passed  away  on  the  16th  of  November,  1906.  She  held 
membership  in  the  German  Lutheran  church,  of  which  denomination  her  hus¬ 
band  and  children  are  communicants. 

Mr.  Seid  is  an  ardent  advocate  of  the  principles  of  the  republican  party, 
always  casting  his  ballot  for  the  support  of  its  candidates.  That  he  is  highly 
regarded  by  his  fellow  citizens  is  indicated  in  the  fact  of  his  election  at  various 
times  to  the  different  township  offices.  At  present  he  is  trustee  of  Bloomfield 
township. 


HENRY  J.  HEMMINGSON. 

Elkhart  township  contains  many  beautiful  country  homes  and  well  developed 
farms,  and  no  more  neat  nor  well  developed  property  can  be  found  in  this 
locality  than  that  of  Plenry  J.  Hemmingson,  one  of  the  prosperous  and  progres¬ 
sive  agriculturists  of  Polk  county.  He  was  born  in  Lincoln  township,  this 
county,  on  the  2d  of  February,  1870,  a  son  of  John  and  Elizabeth  (Houge) 
Hemmingson,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Norway.  In  the  land  of  the 
midnight  sun  the  parents  were  reared  and  married,  and  in  the  ’50s  they  came 
to  the  United  States,  establishing  the  family  home  in  Polk  county,  Iowa.  The 
father's  first  purchase  of  property  here  made  him  the  owner  of  sixty  acres  in 
Lincoln  township,  while  by  a  later  purchase  he  added  to  his  original  holdings 
eighty-five  acres  adjoining  his  home  place.  On  that  tract  of  one  hundred  and 
forty-five  acres  he  spent  his  remaining  days,  his  death  occurring  on  the  17th 
of  May,  1889.  His  wife,  who  still  survives  at  the  age  of  seventy-eight  years, 
resides  in  Sioux  county,  Iowa. 

Henry  J.  Hemmingson,  whose  entire  life  has  been  spent  within  the  borders 
of  Polk  county,  received  his  education  in  the  district  schools  and  after  complet¬ 
ing  his  studies  assisted  his  father  in  the  work  of  the  home  farm  until  attaining 
his  majority.  He  then  entered  the  business  world  on  his  own  account,  his 
initial,  step  being  in  the  capacity  of  a  farm  hand,  in  which  he  continued  for  two 
years.  He  then  rented  a  farm  and  began  agricultural  pursuits  independently, 
operating  rented  farms  for  about  ten  years.  At  the  expiration  of  that  period  he 
invested  in  one  hundred  and  forty-five  acres,  eighty-five  of  which  lie  in  Elk¬ 
hart  township,  while  the  balance  is  across  the  road  in  Lincoln  township.  Upon 
this  tract  Mr.  Hemmingson  has  recently  completed  a  beautiful  new  dwelling, 
equipped  with  all  modern  conveniences,  while  at  the  rear  stand  substantial 
barns  and  outbuildings.  The  fields  are  all  enclosed  with  neat  fences  and  the 
place  is  ever  kept  in  a  well  ordered  condition,  evidencing  the  careful  and  thrifty 
methods  of  its  owner.  It  is  one  of  the  well  improved  and  valuable  properties 
of  this  locality  and  in  its  cultivation  Mr.  Hemmingson  is  meeting  with  substan¬ 
tial  and  enviable  success.  He  is  also  a  stockholder  in  the  Farmers  Cooperative 
Creamery  Company  of  Huxley,  Iowa,  and  a  stockholder  in  the  Farmers  Grain 
Company,  also  of  that  city,  of  Alleman  and  of  Des  Moines  Junction. 

On  the  18th  of  April,  1895,  Mr.  Hemmingson  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Miss  Bertha  Lande,  a  daughter  of  Thor  and  Sarah  (Sydnes)  Lande,  both  of 
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whom  were  born  in  Fjeldberg,  Sydnes,  Norway,  and  at  an  early  day  crossed 
the  Atlantic  to  America.  At  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  war  the  father  enlisted 
for  service  in  the  Union  army,  serving  throughout  the  entire  war  as  a  member 
of  Company  E,  Ninety-first  Illinois  Volunteer  Infantry.  Later  he  came  to 
Polk  county  and  was  married.  Here  he  invested  in  a  farm  in  Elkhart  township, 
and  that  remained  the  scene  of  his  activities  until  1902,  when  he  retired  from 
business  and  removed  to  Huxley,  Iowa,  where  he  now  makes  his  home.  His 
wife  passed  away  on  the  6th  of  May,  1911. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hemmingson  are  loyal  and  active  members  of  the  Lutheran 
church,  in  the  work  of  which  they  are  deeply  interested,  and  in  political  affairs 
he  gives  his  support  to  the  republican  party.  While  his  life  has  been  quietly 
passed,  his  record,  nevertheless,  contains  lessons  of  value,  for  it  shows  what 
can  be  accomplished  by  determined  and  persistent  spirit  and  honorable  dealing. 
He  occupies  a  position  among  the  prosperous  citizens  of  Polk  county  and  the 
most  envious  cannot  grudge  him  his  success,  so  worthily  has  it  been  won. 


FRANK  M.  GEIL. 

Frank  M.  Geil,  who  is  now  living  retired  on  a  forty  acre  farm  in  Bloom¬ 
field  township,  is  a  native  of  Polk  county,  having  been  born  in  the  township 
where  he  now  resides  in  October,  1864.  He  is  a  son  of  Noah  M.  and  Sophia 
Geil,  of  Pennsylvania,  who  emigrated  to  Iowa  from  Ohio  and  located  in  this 
county  about  1857.  The  father,  who  was  a  tanner,  had  always  followed  his 
trade  until  he  came  here,  at  which  time  he  began  farming,  he  and  his  brother- 
in-law  buying  a  half  section  of  land  three  miles  north  of  Saylprville.  Later  he 
located  on  forty  acres  which  he  bought  near  Norwalk,  this  state.  After  culti¬ 
vating  that  property  for  several  years  he  disposed  of  it  and  came  to  Bloomfield 
township,  where  he  purchased  one  hundred  and  eighty  acres  of  prairie  land. 
He  cleared  and  improved  this,  continuing  to  cultivate  it  until  1902,  when  he 
sold  eighty  acres  and  then  retired  to  Norwalk,  where  he  passed  away  in  January, 
1907,  having  survived  his  wife  for  eighteen  years,  her  demise  occurring  in  1889. 

The  early  years  in  the  life  of  Frank  M.  Geil  were  not  particularly  different 
from  those  of  other  lads  who  are  reared  in  the  country.  His  education  was 
acquired  in  the  district  schools  of  this  county,  and  he  assisted  his  father  in 
the  cultivation  of  the  home  farm  until  he  had  attained  his  majority,  at  which 
time  he  rented  eighty  acres  of  land  and  began  farming  for  himself.  He  operated 
this  place  for  three  years,  during  which  period  he  accumulated  the  necessary 
capital  to  buy  it.  He  has  improved  the  place  very  extensively  during  the  long 
period  of  his  residence,  having  erected  a  fine  house  and  barns  as  well  as  out¬ 
buildings  and  fences.  For  many  years  he  devoted  a  large  proportion  of  his 
time  to  the  development  of  a  dairy  but  has  not  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits 
to  any  extent  for  several  years.  He  sold  forty  acres  of  his  land  for  three 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars  per  acre,  which  together  with  a  comfortable  compe¬ 
tence  he  had  already  acquired,  yields  him  an  income  which  provides  him  with 
all  of  the  comforts  and  many  of  the  luxuries  of  life. 

Mr.  Geil  was  united  in  marriage  in  February,  1887,  to  Miss  Carrie  Lowe, 
a  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Julia  Lowe,  who  were  natives  of  Ireland  and  Scot¬ 
land  respectively,  and  for  many  years  were  identified  with  the  agricultural  in¬ 
terests  of  Iowa,  Three  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Geil :  Thomas 
Earl,  who  has  attained  his  majority,  and  is  living  in  Polk  county;  Joseph  Roy, 
eighteen  years  of  age.  living  at  home ;  and  Anna  Evelyn,  who  has  passed  the 
seventh  anniversary  of  her  birth.  On  the  26th  of  May,  1907,  Mrs.  Geil  passed 
away  and  Mr.  Geil  was  married  the  second  time  on  the  15th  of  August,  1908, 
this  union  being  with  Miss  Katherine  Handley,  a  daughter  of  Christian  and 
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Mary  K.  (Gasser)  Handley.  Her  parents  were  natives  of  Germany,  who 
located  in  Eddyville,  Iowa,  in  pioneer  days  and  there  the  father  was  identified 
with  the  butcher  business  for  ten  years.  At  the  end  of  that  period  they  removed 
to  Marion  county,  settling  upon  a  farm  which  he  disposed  of  in  about  ten 
years  and  then  went  to  Ainsworth,  Nebraska,  where  he  again  opened  a  meat 
market.  After  conducting  this  for  a  time  he  removed  to  Norfolk,  the  same 
state,  where  he  continued  to  follow  the  meat  business  until  his  retirement. 
Mrs.  Handley  passed  away  in  1895  but  her  husband  still  survives  at  the  vener¬ 
able  age  of  eighty-one  years  and  makes  his  home  in  Norfolk. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Geil  affiliate  with  the  Christian  church.  His  political  views 
conform  to  those  of  the  republican  party,  for  whose  candidates  he  always  casts 
his  ballot.  Although  he  has  never  been  a  man  who  sought  public  honors,  at 
the  same  time  he  has  always  given  his  support  to  every  measure  which  meant 
the  advancing  or  protection  of  the  interests  of  the  community  where  he  resided, 
which  fact  in  itself  would  make  him  a  desirable  citizen  in  any  locality. 


MARTIN  FLYNN. 


At  the  time  of  his  death  Martin  Flynn  was  president  of  the  People’s  Savings 
Bank  of  Des  Moines.  He  had  come  to  America  at  the  age  of  eleven  years  with 
two  older  brothers  and  was  first  employed  as  water  boy  in  connection  with  the 
construction  of  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad.  It  was  a  far  reach  to  the  presidency 
of  a  large  city  bank  but  through  the  steps  of  orderly  progression  Mr.  Flynn 
reached  that  position,  his  record  being  at  all  times  creditable  and  inspiring. 
His  history  is  another  proof  of  the  fact  that  the  door  of  opportunity  will  open 
to  the  demand  of  intelligently  directed  industry.  His  name  indicates  his 
nativity,  his  birth  having  occurred  in  County  Waterford,  Ireland,  in  1840. 

His  father,  Martin  Flynn,  Sr.,  believing  that  America  afiforded  greater  oppor¬ 
tunities  than  could  be  secured  on  the  Emerald  isle,  decided  in  1851  to  send  his 
two  older  sons  to  the  United  States  to  learn  something  of  the  country  and 
report  concerning  its  advantages.  At  that  time  Martin  Flynn,  eleven  years  of 
age,  begged  so  hard  to  be  allowed  to  accompany  his  brothers  that  permission 
was  granted  him  and  in  due  course  of  time  John,  Thomas  and  Martin  Flynn 
landed  at  New  York  city.  They  made  their  way  to  Westmoreland  county, 
Pennsylvania.  The  Pennsylvania  Railroad  was  then  being  constructed 
across  the  country  and  gave  the  eldest  brother  his  opportunity  of 
securing  a  position  as  construction  foreman.  The  second  brother,  Thomas, 
worked  under  him  and  Martin  began  carrying  water  for  the  workmen.  A  short 
time  afterward  John  Flynn  secured  a  contract  and  with  the  aid  of  his  two 
brothers  began  to  break  stone.  About  five  years  later  the  parents  joined  their 
children  in  the  new  world  and  the  family  removed  to  Dubuque,  Iowa.  The 
sons  decided  to  turn  their  attention  to  railroad  contracting,  at  which  time  the 
parents  took  up  their  abode  on  a  farm  near  Ottumwa. 

Martin  Flynn  took  his  first  contract  when  eighteen  years  of  age  and  aided 
in  the  construction  of  the  old  Dubuque  &  Southwestern  Railroad  and  was  paid 
off  by  the  railroad  company  with  a  small  amount  of  cash  and  many  due  bills 
together  with  a  number  of  town  lots  in  the  old  town  of  Monticello,  Iowa,  which 
property  eventually  proved  to  be  quite  valuable  although  for  many  years  Mr. 
Flynn  realized  no  profit  therefrom.  In  1861  he  secured  one  of  his  most  im¬ 
portant  contracts  when  he  began  the  actual  building  of  the  Union  Pacific  Railroad 
and  for  four  months  had  sole  charge  of  the  preliminary  construction  work  until 
Indians  drove  them  from  the  field  of  operation.  He  was  only  twenty-one  years 
of  age  at  that  time. 
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It  was  while  thus  engaged  that  Mr.  Flynn  formed  the  acquaintance  of  the 
lady  w  ho  afterward  became  his  wife  and  who  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Ellen 
Keane.  She  was  one  of  the  pioneer  school  teachers  of  Douglas  county,  Nebraska. 
Her  father,  Michael  Keane,  was  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Elkhorn  Station, 
eighteen  miles  west  of  Omaha,  and  there  he  and  his  wife,  Winifred  Keane, 
lived  when  the  entire  surrounding  section  was  an  undeveloped  district.  On 
the  14th  of  December,  1864,  Martin  Flynn  and  Ellen  Keane  drove  to  Omaha, 
where  their  marriage  was  celebrated. 

In  1861  Mr.  Flynn  began  the  construction  of  the  Northwestern  Railway  and 
completed  the  work  to  Omaha.  He  afterward  built  the  Colfax  and  Kellogg 
line  for  the  Rock  Island  Railroad  Company  and  in  1869  built  eighty  miles  of 
road  for  the  Rock  Island  Company  from  Des  Moines  to  Fort  Dodge".  In  1871 
he  built  the  Cincinnati  &  Southern  Railroad  from  Washington  to  Sigourney 
and  later  the  Eastern  Tennessee  Railroad,  tunneling  through  the  mountains 
of  eastern  Tennessee,  this  being  one  of  his  largest  and  most  difficult  under¬ 
takings  for  many  years. 

In  the  meantime  Air.  Flynn  became  interested  m  other  business  enterprises 
and  determined  to  devote  at  least  a  part  of  his  time  to  the  raising  of  cattle.  In 
1867  he  purchased  six  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  land  about  eight  miles  west 
of  Des  Moines  from  E.  R.  Clapp  and  brought  from  Kentucky  to  Iowa  the  first 
shorthorn  cattle  in  the  state.  Not  willing  to  settle  down  upon  the  farm  at  that 
time,  however,  he  went  to  Wisconsin  and  built  forty  miles  of  the  Wisconsin 
Central  Railroad.  The  profits  of  that  undertaking  he  then  invested  in  lands. 
In  1878,  continuing  his  contract  work,  he  built  the  famous  Ratou  tunnel  for 
the  Atchison,  Topeka  &  Santa  Fe  Railroad  in  New  Mexico.  As  the  years 
passed  he  carefully  saved  his  earnings  and  made  further  investments  in  real 
estate  until  his  land  holdings  embraced  seventeen  hundred  acres,  constituting 
a  very  valuable  and  productive  property.  He  also  built  the  Flynn  block  at  the 
corner  of  Seventh  and  Locust  streets  in  Des  Moines  in  1884.  This  is  now  being 
improved  at  a  cost  of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars.  He  became  a  factor  in 
banking  circles  when  in  1890  he  and  C.  H.  Martin  were  the  principal  organizers 
of  the  Peoples  Savings  Bank,  of  which  he  was  president  at  the  time  of  his 
death.  He  was  also  at  one  time  connected  with  the  Polk  County  Savings  Bank 
and  he  likewise  aided  in  organizing  the  Des  Moines  Brick  Manufacturing  Com¬ 
pany.  He  organized  the  Flynn  Sheep  Company  at  Douglas,  Wyoming,'  where 
two  of  his  sons  are  now  engaged  in  caring  for  about  twenty-two  thousand 
sheep.  The  various  undertakings  which  claimed  his  attention  grew  and  pros¬ 
pered  and  the  years  chronicled  his  substantial  success,  making  him  in  time  one 
of  the  foremost  business  men  not  only  of  Des  Moines  but  of  this  state. 

For  some  years  Mr.  Flynn  suffered  from  nervous  strain  and,  accompanied 
by  his  wife  and  daughter,  traveled  extensively  in  the  hope  of  regaining  his 
health,  but  after  the  death  of  his  daughter  Nellie  his  decline  was  rapid  and 
he  passed  away  on  the  18th  of  July,  1906.  In  his  family  were  five  sons  and 
five  daughters,  of  whom  all  of  the  sons  and  three  of  the  daughters  are  still 
living,  namely:  Thomas  F. ;  Katharine,  who  married  Tames  Bryce,  of  Des 
Moines;  John  M.,  who  is  on  the  sheep  ranch;  Mary  E.,  the  wife  of  C.  F.  Miley, 
of  Des  Moines ;  F.  P. ;  W.  V.,  who  has  charge  of  the  Flynn  farm;  Winifred, 
who  died  at  the  age  of  sixteen  years;  Nellie,  who  died  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
two;  Edward  J.,  who  is  also  on  the  sheep  ranch;  and  Anna  Bell,  at  home. 

Mr.  Flynn  started  out  for  himself  a  poor  boy  and  one  of  his  chief  aims 
in  life  was  to  help  others  who  began  as  he  did  without  capital.  At  the  time  of 
his  death  many  testimonials  on  this  subject  came  to  his  family.  What  he 
accomplished  represented  the  fit  utilization  of  his  innate  talents  and  powers. 
He  seemed  to  have  accomplished  at  any  one  point  of  his  career  the  possibility 
for  successful  accomplishment  at  that  point.  He  neglected  not  an  opportunity, 
lost  sight  of  no  advantage  and  his  determination  and  energy’  enabled  him  to 
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continue  steadily  forward  until  he  had  reached  the  goal  for  which  he  was  striv¬ 
ing.  His  example  may  well  serve  as  a  source  of  inspiration  and  encouragement 
to  others,  showing  what  may  be  accomplished  when  one  has  the  will  to  dare 
and  to  do. 


FRANK  DE  FORD. 

Among  the  residents  of  Valley  Junction  who  wore  the  blue  through  those 
long,  perilous  days  on  the  southern  battlefields,  none  achieved  a  more  brilliant 
career  than  Frank  De  Ford.  He  is  a  native  of  Illinois,  having  been  born  in 
Bureau  county,  that  state,  on  the  17th  of  November,  1845,  and  a  son  of  William 
and  Elizabeth  (Robinson)  De  Ford.  The  parents  were  natives  of  Ohio  but 
migrated  to  Illinois  in  a  very  early  day  and  settled  in  Bureau  county,  where  the 
father  engaged  in  blacksmithing.  After  some  years  residence  there  they  again 
started  westward  and  on  the  4th  of  June,  1846,  located  in  Des  Moines,  Iowa, 
the  father  continuing  to  follow  his  trade.  He  was  a  progressive,  public-spirited 
man  and  during  the  period  of  his  residence  in  the  capital  city  organized  the  first 
brass  band  in  the  town.  In  1856  he  served  as  mayor  and  most  capably  discharged 
the  duties  of  that  office.  In  1872  he  disposed  of  his  business  and  shortly  there¬ 
after  he  removed  to  Lexington,  Nebraska,  where  he  again  pursued  blacksmith¬ 
ing,  continuing  in  that  business  until  his  death  in  1892.  His  wife  had  passed 
away  in  1853,  while  they  were  living  in  Des  Moines. 

Frank  De  Ford  obtained  his  education  in  the  public  schools  of  Des  Moines, 
remaining  under  the  parental  roof  until  he  was  seventeen  years  of  age,  when 
he  responded  to  the  call  of  his  country  and  enlisted  in  Company  A,  Seventh 
Iowa  Cavalry.  He  immediately  went  to  the  front  and  engaged  in  active  service. 
He  proved  to  be  an  alert  and  capable  man  and  on  the  16th  of  April,  1865,  was 
made  eighth  corporal,  and  on  the  25th  of  the  following  November  he  was 
promoted  to  first  sergeant  and  before  he  was  twenty  years  of  age  had  been 
commissioned  first  lieutenant,  receiving  his  appointment  on  the  14th  of  April, 
1866.  For  three  years  and  three  months  he  did  military  service,  faithfully  and 
competently  discharging  his  duties;  showing  himself  to  be  far  more  capable  on 
the  battlefield  than  many  a  man  of  twice  his  years.  On  the  17th  of  May,  1866, 
he  was  mustered  out  at  Fort  Leavenworth  and,  returning  to  his  home,  again 
entered  school  but  remained  only  about  three  months.  Eighteen  months  after 
receiving  his  discharge  he  reenlisted  in  the  army  and  went  with  General  Custer 
and  his  brave  men  into  the  Black  Hills  to  fight  the  Indians.  He  was  wounded 
and  returned  to  Des  Moines  and  as  soon  as  he  had  recovered  he  entered  a 
tailor  shop  to  learn  the  trade.  At  the  end  of  his  period  of  apprenticeship  he 
removed  to  Stuart,  Iowa,  and  opened  a  tailoring  establishment,  which  he  con¬ 
ducted  for  eighteen  years.  He  then  disposed  of  his  business  and  located  in 
Valley  Junction,  engaging  in  the  same  line  of  work.  In  addition  to  his  tailoring 
he  is  the  operator  of  a  fine  truck  farm  of  twenty  acres,  which  he  hires  a  man 
to  cultivate  under  his  supervision. 

Mr.  De  Ford  was  united  in  marriage  on  the  1st  of  October,  1876,  to  Miss 
Jane  I.  Clark,  a  daughter  of  Alexander  and  Margaret  Clark,  the  father  a  native 
of  Virginia  and  the  mother  of  Indiana.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  De  Ford  have  become 
the  parents  of  five  children :  Etta  M.,  who  is  married  and  lives  in  Brooklyn, 
New  York;  Gerald  O.,  a  barber,  who  is  also  married  and  lives  in  Des  Moines; 
Judson,  who  is  married  and  engaged  in  business  with  his  father;  Earl  H., 
studying  law  at  Drake  University,  Des  Moines;  and  Max  F.,  who  died  in  1880. 

The  family  attend  the  services  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church  of  which 
the  parents  are  identified  by  membership.  Mr.  De  Ford  is  a  member  of  the 
Knights  of  Pythias  and  keeps  in  touch  with  his  comrades  of  the  war  by  means 
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of  his  connection  with  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic.  Ever  since  he  attained 
his  majority  he  has  cast  his  ballot  for  the  candidates  of  the  republican  party. 
He  is  an  ardent  champion  of  the  policies  of  that  body  and  takes  an  active 
interest  in  municipal  politics.  He  has  the  distinction  of  having  been  the  first 
justice  of  the  peace  of  Valley  Junction  and  is  the  present  incumbent  of  that 
office.  The  discharge  of  his  various  duties  and  his  decisions  in  matters  brought 
before  him  have  met  with  the  general  approval  of  the  community  as  is  evi¬ 
denced  by  his  continuation  in  the  office. 


REV.  LESTER  PERKINS. 

In  the  death  of  Rev.  Lester  Perkins,  on  the  29th  of  January,  1911,  Des 
Moines  lost  a  worthy  citizen  who  for  forty  years  had  been  active  in  her  religious 
and  business  circles,  his  influence  in  both  fields  being  a  force  for  betterment  and 
advancement. 

A  native  of  Jefferson  county,  New  York,  he  was  born  November  27,  1828, 
being  in  his  eighty-third  year  when  called  to  his  final  rest.  His  father,  Dr.  Solo¬ 
mon  Perkins,  was  born  in  the  state  of  New  York,  April  2,  1805,  and  in  early 
manhood  took  up  the  study  of  medicine.  He  was  married  January  20,  1825,  to 
Miss  Lovina  Campbell,  who  was  born  March  9,  1808,  in  the  Empire  state.  Five 
years  after  their  marriage  they  removed  to  Erie  county,  Pennsylvania,  where 
Dr.  Perkins  engaged  in  the  practice  of  medicine  and  at  the  same  time  improved 
a  heavily  timbered  farm.  In  politics  he  was  a  whig  and  both  he  and  his  wife 
were  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church.  Mrs.  Perkins  passed  away 
on  the  18th  of  November,  1854,  while  Dr.  Perkins  survived  until  March  25,  1863. 

In  a  family  of  eight  children  Rev.  Lester  Perkins  was  the  second  in  order  of 
birth.  His  boyhood  days  were  spent  upon  the  home  farm  in  Pennsylvania  and 
for  a  short  term  each  winter  he  attended  the  common  schools,  which,  however, 
were  very  primitive  in  character  as  compared  with  those  of  the  present  day. 
Thus  his  time  passed  until  he  reached  the  age  of  fifteen,  when  his  father  pro¬ 
cured  for  him  a  scholarship  in  Allegheny  College,  but  he  decided  to  remain  upon 
the  farm  and  assist  in  its  cultivation.  When  twelve  years  of  age  he  was  con¬ 
verted  to  Christianity,  and  religion  became  an  all-absorbing  theme  to  him.  From 
an  early  age  he  was  impressed  with  the  idea  that  he  ought  to  preach  the  gospel, 
and  all  through  his  life  remained  an  exponent  of  the  word,  preaching  through 
his  daily  acts  and  nobility  of  character  as  well  as  by  word  of  mouth.  Before  he 
was  twenty  years  of  age  he  married  Clarinda  Eaton,  on  the  16th  of  April.  1848. 
Mrs.  Perkins  was  born  in  Erie  county,  Pennsylvania,  June  15,  1828,  and  was  the 
second  of  the  nine  children  of  Ebenezer  and  Eunice  (Shattuck)  Eaton,  natives 
of  New  Hampshire  and  Vermont  respectively.  In  an  early  day  her  parents  re¬ 
moved  to  Pennsylvania,  where  they  lived  until  called  to  the  home  beyond. 

\\  hen  Mr.  Perkins  was  married  he  possessed  no  capital  other  than  a  good 
constitution  and  strong  determination  to  make  the  best  of  life.  He  chopped 
wood  at  fifteen  cents  a  cord  and  threshed  wheat  with  a  flail  for  every  tenth  bushel. 
His  father  later  deeded  him  fifty-six  acres  and  he  purchased  a  sixteen-acre  tract, 
his  contract  allowing  him  ten  years  in  which  to  complete  the  payment  thereon, 
but  within  half  that  time  he  had  freed  it  from  all  financial  obligation.  In  Janu¬ 
ary,  1856,  he  attended  a  meeting  which  awakened  in  him  a  strong  feeling  that  he 
ought  to  devote  his  life  to  the  ministry.  He  consulted  his  wife  upon  this  ques¬ 
tion  and  she  heartily  approved  his  course.  In  the  spring  of  1857  he  preached  his 
first  sermon  in  his  home  neighborhood  and,  disposing  of  his  farm  in  the  fall  of 
the  same  year,  devoted  his  entire  attention  to  the  ministry.  In  1857  he  was  sent 
by  the  Rev.  M.  Himebaugh,  presiding  elder,  as  a  supply  to  Poynette,  Wisconsin, 
and  there  his  eloquence  and  earnestness  succeeded  in  converting  one  hundred 
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people  to  a  belief  in  the  Christian  faith  during  the  first  four  months  in  which  he 
presided  over  that  church.  He  was  recommended  to  the  conference  which  con¬ 
vened  at  Monroe,  Wisconsin,  but  on  his  way  there  he  stopped  to  preach  at  one 
of  his  appointments  and  so  great  was  the  interest  shown  that  he  was  unable  to 
attend.  He  was,  however,  admitted  as  a  member  of  the  Western  Wisconsin 
conference  and  returned  to  Poynette,  where  he  labored  successfully  for  three 
years,  being  ordained  at  the  end  of  the  second  year.  He  was  next  sent  to  Juda, 
where  there  was  a  small  society.  There  he  had  six  appointments  to  fill,  and  dur¬ 
ing  his  two  years’  stay  at  that  place  he  erected  two  churches  and  a  parsonage, 
and  placed  every  department  of  the  church  work  in  good  condition. 

Following  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  war  Rev.  Perkins,  in  July,  1862,  enlisted 
one  hundred  and  seven  men  in  a  week’s  time,  and  was  made  captain  of  his  com¬ 
pany.  On  the  organization  of  the  regiment  he  was  offered  his  choice  of  the  posi¬ 
tion  of  major  or  chaplain,  but  illness  prevented  him  from  going  to  the  front  with 
his  regiment — the  Twenty-second  Wisconsin.  The  following  year  he  took  charge 
of  another  circuit,  but  so  thoroughly  was  his  nervous  system  shattered  that  in 
1864  he  was  obliged  to  abandon  the  ministry.  Removing  to  Mount  Vernon, 
Iowa,  he  engaged  in  business  by  selling  nursery  stock  and  was  quite  successful 
in  that  way.  At  Marion,  Iowa,  he  formed  the  acquaintance  of  an  agent  of  the 
Northwestern  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Company,  who  induced  him  to  take  up  the 
work  of  life  insurance,  and  in  1868  he  removed  to  Des  Moines,  where  he  not 
only  represented  the  life  insurance  company  but  also  conducted  quite  an  exten¬ 
sive  real-estate  business.  In  1885  he  was  made  state  loan  agent  for  the  North¬ 
western  Life  Insurance  Company,  holding  the  position  as  long  as  his  health  per¬ 
mitted. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Perkins  were  born  seven  children,  namely:  Perry, 
Charles  O.,  who  died  in  1908;  Ella,  the  wife  of  E.  B.  Fagen;  Frank;  Kittie,  who 
became  the  wife  of  Iris  A.  Bowen  in  1890  and  died  in  1896;  Jennie,  who  mar¬ 
ried  George  W.  Tones  in  1896  and  died  in  1910;  and  Bert.  Perry  and  Frank 
are  connected  with  the  firm  of  Perkins  &  Perkins  in  the  coal  and  lime  business 
and  Bert  is  in  the  electrical  supply  business  under  the  name  of  the  Perkins  Elec¬ 
tric  Company. 

Mr.  Perkins  was  ever  a  liberal  donor  to  the  church  and  while  at  Davenport 
gave  a  fourth  of  his  possessions  toward  the  erection  of  a  house  of  worship.  In 
politics  he  was  a  stanch  repubilcan  and  a  strong  temperance  man..  He  made  for 
himself  a  leading  place  in  business  circles  and  his  activity  in  religious  and  chari¬ 
table  work  was  no  less  effective  and  far-reaching.  .He  became  a  member  of  the 
First  Methodist  church  when  it  was  located  on  Fifth  street  on  the  site  of  the 
Iowa  Loan  &  Trust  Company  building,  and  throughout  the  years  he  continued 
one  of  the  representatives  of  its  official  board.  His  purposes  were  at  all  times 
honorable,  his  actions  manly  and  sincere,  and  his  record  constitutes  an  example 
that  anyone  might  well  follow. 


ROSS  J.  CLEMENS. 

Ross  J.  Clemens,  secretary  and  manager  of  the  Riddell  Automobile  Com¬ 
pany,  in  which  connection  he  is  developing  one  of  the  leading  business  enterprises 
of  this  character  in  Des  Moines,  was  born  in  Omaha,  Nebraska,  August  16, 
1882.  His  education  was  acquired  in  the  public  schools,  of  that  city,  which  he 
attended  to  the  age  of  fourteen  years,  when,  feeling  it  incumbent  upon  him  to 
provide  for  his  own  support,  he  started  out  in  business  life  as  an  employe  of 
the  Standard  Oil  Company,  at  Omaha,  doing  clerical  work.  .  He  remained  with 
that  company  for  five  years,  on  the  expiration  of  which  period  he  came  to  Des 
Moines  in  May,  1903. 
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Here  he  entered  into  business  relations  with  the  Standard  Glass  &  Paint 
Company,  of  which  he  was  elected  secretary,  filling  the  position  for  about  three 
years.  He  next  organized  the  Des  Moines  Cabinet  Company  in  1906  and  be¬ 
came  its  secretary  and  treasurer,  filling  that  position  until  November,  1909, 
when  he  was  among  the  purchasers  of  the  Riddell  Automobile  Company  and 
became  its  secretary  and  manager.  He  is  today  one  of  the  leading  automobile 
dealers  in  Des  Moines,  the  business  for  1910  amounting  to  over  two  hundred 
thousand  dollars.  He  handles  the  Overland  cars  and  his  business  methods, 
together  with  the  excellence  of  the  motors,  have  brought  him  a  large  and  grow¬ 
ing  patronage.  He  still  retains  his  interest  in  the  Standard  Glass  &  Paint 
Company,  of  which  he  is  now  treasurer,  and  he  is  also  still  secretary  and  treasurer 
of  the  Des  Moines  Cabinet  Company.  His  business  interests  are  thus  varied 
and  important  and,  although  a  young  man,  he  has  made  for  himself  a  prominent 
position  in  commercial  and  manufacturing  circles  of  the  city. 

On  the  10th  of  September,  1908,  in  Des  Moines,  Mr.  Clemens  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Miss  Maude  Andrews,  a  daughter  of  A.  J.  Andrews  and  a 
native  of  Ohio,  born  June  1,  1885.  They  have  one  daughter,  Ruth  Elinor,  born 
in  Des  Moines,  July  12,  1909. 

Mr.  Clemens  is  a  member  of  the  Hyperion  Club  and  of  the  United  Commer¬ 
cial  1  ravelers  Association.  He  does  not  desire  office  but  gives  earnest  support 
to  the  principles  of  the  republican  party  and  is  especially  interested  in  the  pro¬ 
gressive  movement  which  is  now  a  strong  feature  in  the  party  as  it  reaches 
out  for  higher  and  better  things  in  government  service.  Mr.  Clemens  deserves 
much  credit  for  what,  he  has  accomplished  in  a  business  way,  for  he  started  out 
m  life  a  poor  boy,  his  success  being  due  to  his  own  efforts  and  perseverance. 
Gradually  working  his  way  upward,  he  has  proved  his  merit  and  his  worth  step 
by  step  and  is  today  a  controlling  factor  in  business  circles  of  importance. 


MARTIN  CAULFIELD. 

Martin  Caulfield,  who  resides  on  a  farm  of  seventy-six  acres  on  sections 
18  and  19,  Delaware  township,  was  born  in  Xenia,  Ohio,  on  the  8th  of  Febru- 
ary,  1S68.  His  parents,  Thomas  and  Mary  (Donohogue)  Caulfield,  were  natives 
of  Ireland  and  emigrated  to  the  United  States  in  1859.  After  about  nine  years 
residence  in  America  they  came  to  Iowa,  locating  in  Polk  county  in  1868,"  and 
here  they  spent  the  remainder  of  their  lives.  The  mother  passed  away  on  the 
27th  of  February,  1888,  at  the  age  of  fifty-eight  years,  and  the  father  died 
on  the  4th  of  May,  1906,  having  passed  the  seventy-sixth  milestone  on  life’s  jour¬ 
ney  at  the  time  of  his  demise.  They  were  the  parents  of  two  children,  of 
whom  Martin  is  the  younger. 

The  boyhood  and  youth  of  Martin  Caulfield  were  passed  upon  the  farm  of 
his  father  and  differed  but  in  details  from  those  of  the  majority  of  country 
lads.  He  attended  the  district  schools  and  early  decided  to  become  a  farmer. 
He  assisted  his  father  in  the  cultivation  of  the  home  farm  until  his  marriage, 
when  he  began  working  for  himself.  He  has  one  of  the  well  improved  and 
carefully  cultivated  farms  of  Delaware  township  and  engages  in  general  farming 
and  stock-raising. 

Mr.  Caulfield  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Jennie  Welsh,  of  Guthrie 
county,  this  state,  in  February,  1900,  and  they  have  one  child,  Marie,  whose 
birth  occurred  on  the  15th  of  January,  1901.  Mrs.  Caulfield  was  the  sixth 
child  in  a  family  of  nine  and  was  born  on  the  31st  of  October,  1875,  being 
twenty-five  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  her  marriage. 

Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Caulfield  are  communicants  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
church,  being  members  of  the  parish  of  the  Church  of  the  Visitation  of  Des 
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Moines.  Ever  since  acquiring  the  full  rights  of  citizenship  Mr.  Caulfield  has  been 
a  member  of  the  democratic  party.  He  does  not  take  an  active  interest  in  politics; 
not  being  an  aspirant  to  political  honors  or  public  office,  but  he  fulfills  the 
requirements  of  good  citizenship  by  appearing  at  the  polls  on  election  day  and 
casting  his  ballot  for  the  candidates  of  the  party  of  his  choice. 


A.  B.  HALLADAY. 

Endowed  by  nature  with  a  keen  mentality  which  must  always  preface  suc¬ 
cess  at  the  bar,  Arthur  Bert  Halladay  is  now  engaged  in  the  practice  of  law 
in  Des  Moines  and  has  met  with  splendid  success,  owing  to  a  comprehensive 
understanding  of  the  principles  of  jurisprudence  and  ability  to  correctly  apply 
the  points  of  law  to  the  points  in  litigation.  He  was  born  in  Farmer  City, 
Illinois,  February  5,  1870,  his  parents  being  Wells  J.  and  Ann  M.  Halladay, 
who  were  married  January  16,  1867,  the  father  being  at  that  time  but  twenty- 
three  years  of  age.  He  was  born  May  9,  1844,  in  Kendall  county,  Illinois,  and 
in  1854  removed  with  his  father,  Linas  W.  Halladay,  to  Bureau  county,  Illinois, 
at  which  time  he  located  on  a  large  farm  about  two  miles  north  of  Princeton. 
There  the  grandfather  of  our  subject  made  his  home  until  his  death.  He  was 
born  in  the  state  of  New  York,  August  30,  1814,  and  passed  away  January  30, 
1885.  He  donated  land  for  school  purposes  and  on  the  old  homestead  stands 
a  sclioolhouse  that  is  known  all  over  the  northern  part  of  Illinois  as  the  Old 
Halladay  schoolhouse.  It  was  there  that  Wells  J.  Halladay  and  his  brothers 
and  sisters  acquired  the  greater  part  of  their  education.  It  is  interesting  to 
hear  some  of  the  early  settlers  tell  how  they  walked  for  miles  to  attend  the 
Halladay  school,  which  was  an  old  landmark  of  the  locality,  and  of  the  methods 
of  instruction  that  were  then  in  vogue.  The  mother  of  Arthur  B.  Halladay 
also  attended  the  same  school  and  there  she  and  her  brothers  and  sisters  began 
the  mastery  of  the  rudimentary  branches  of  knowledge.  Linas  W.  Halladay 
was  considered  one  of  the  most  influential  as  well  as  one  of  the  most  prosperous 
farmers  in  the  vicinity  of  Princeton  at  the  time  of  his  death.  He  was  a  life¬ 
long  republican  and  always  looked  out  for  the  interests  of  his  friends.  He 
was  of  English  descent  and  in  the  Empire  state  he  married  Annis  Price. 

Wells  J.  Halladay,  reared  upon  the  home  farm,  left  the  parental  roof  at 
the  age  of  nineteen  years  to  enlist  as  a  member  of  Company  I,  Twelfth  Illinois 
Volunteer  Infantry,  with  which  he  served  until  the  close  of  the  Civil  war, 
participating  during  that  time  in  the  celebrated  march  with  Sherman  to  the 
sea.  When  the  war  was  over  he  took  up  the  occupation  of  farming  as  a  life 
work  and  followed  it  continuously  until  1902,  when  he  retired  from  business 
and  removed  to  the  city  oi  Princeton,  Illinois,  where  he  now  resides.  He  has 
been  a  lifelong  republican,  unfaltering  in  his  advocacy  of  the  party.  His  wife, 
who  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Ann  M.  Sill,  was  born  in  Pennsylvania,  May 
28,  1844,  and  in  1854  accompanied  her  parents  on  their  removal  to  Bureau 
county,  Illinois.  Her  paternal  ancestors  came  to  America  from  Hesse-Darm- 
stadt,  Germany,  in  1760.  Her  father,  Zachariah  Sill,  was  born  in  Pennsylvania 
in  1817,  and  on  luly  13*  184L  was  married  to  Caroline  Eyler,  of  Bedford 
county,  Pennsylvania.  She  was  of  German  parentage  and  was  born  on  October 
5,  1819.  From  childhood  to  the  time  of  her  death  at  Farmer  City,  Illinois, 
October  23,  1874,  she  .  was  a  consistent  Christian.  By  this  union  were  born 
seven  daughters  and  three  sons,  of  whom  Ann  M.  was  next  to  the  oldest. 
Zachariah  Sill  died  at  Joplin,  Missouri,  August  7>  1891.  Two  of  his  brothers 
were  preachers  of  the  gospel,  one  of  them  having  a  church  m  Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania,  and  the  other  in  Ohio.  Zachariah  Sill  was  also  a  great  Christian 
worker  in  the  Lutheran  church.  He  always  followed  the  occupation  of  farm 
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mg  thus  providing  a  good  living  for  his  family.  He  cast  his  first  republican 
vote  for  Abraham  Lincoln  and  from  that  time  until  his  death  continued  an 
ardent  advocate  of  the  principles  of  the  republican  party.  His  daughter  Mrs. 
Halladay,  after  attending  the  country  schools,  continued  her  education  in  the 
college  at  Normal  Illinois.  She  was  always  a  consistent  and  conscientious 
church  worker  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  denomination,  and  Wells  J.  Halladav 

1Sc  VI??emci)er  th*Lsame  church,  having  been  converted  under  the  teachings 
of  Lilly  Sunday.  Mrs.  Halladay  passed  away  December  i,  1908. 

The  usual  experiences  of  farm  life  fell  to  the  lot  of  Arthur  B.  Halladav 
for  as  soon  as  old  enough  to  handle  the  plow  he  began  work  in  the  fields.  In 
the  winter  months  he  attended  the  country  schools  until  fourteen  years  of  age 
when  he  hired  out  to  work  for  strangers  and  also  learned  to  operate  an  engine’ 
bor  several  years  thereafter  he  would  work  in  the  fields  through  the  summer 
seasons  and  run  an  engine  through  the  fall  during  threshing  time.  In  this 
manner  he  earned  money  with  which  to  continue  his  education  in  the  winter 
months..  Through  several  terms  he  attended  the  high  school  at  Tiskilwa  Illinois 

P  C°UrSe  -there  at  the  a^e  of  nineteen-  During  the  summer  of 

1889  he  hired  out  again  and  from  his  wages  saved  enough  money  to  pav  for 

a  term  at  the  Northern  Illinois  Normal  at  Dixon,  Illinois.  At  the  close  of  the 
term  he  went  to  the  president  of  the  college  and  explained  his  financial  situa- 
tion  He  was  making  preparation  to  leave  the  school  and  look  for  work  when 
Professor  J.  B  Dille  came  to  him  and  said :  “I  will  see  that  you  do  not  have 
to  go  away  to  look  for  work  and  will  fix  it  so  you  can  stay  here  until  vou  can 
get  a  school  to  teach.”  He  went  into  his  private  room  and  shortly  returned 
certificate  for  another  term’s  schooling  which  he  had  marked  “paid.” 
Ir.  Halladay  protested  and  did  not  want  to  take  the  certificate,  as  he  had  never 
thought  of  credit  or  a  gift  of  that  kind.  Professor  Dille,  however,  urged  that 
e  should  accept  saying:  “You  can  repay  the  money  when  you  get  to  teaching 
and  are  able.  Mr.  Halladay  finally  decided  to  remain  and  continued  in  his 
classes  for  two  or  three  weeks,  when  he  was  one  day  called  to  the  office  by 
Professor  Dille  who  said  they  had  a  call  for  a  teacher  and  asked  if  Mr.  Halla¬ 
day  would  like  the  school.  He  replied  that  he  would  if  he  could  obtain  a 
certificate  and  was  told  there  would  be  no  trouble  about  that.  The  next  day 
he  took  the  examination  and  was  given  charge  of  a  country  school  In  his 
teaching  he  met  with  remarkable  success  and  throughout  his  life  he  has  ever 
manifested  deep  felt  gratitude  to  Professor  Dille  for  his  timely  assistance  At 
the  close  of  the  winter  term  he  returned  to  the  college  and  not  only  repaid  the 
loan  or  gift  but  also  paid  for  another  term  of  schooling.  In  the  fall  he  again 
resorted  to  teaching  and  thus  saved  enough  money  to  pay  for  another  year’s 
work  at  the  college.  He  pursued  the  business,  oratory,  teacher’s  and  scientific 
courses  and  completed  the  teacher’s  course  by  graduation  in  1893.  In  the  fall 
t?11 .  .  same:  year  he  accepted  the  position  of  principal  of  the  schools  of  Bureau 
Illinois,  and  the  following  year  was  made  principal  at  Ladd,  Illinois,  at  a  larger 
salary.  He  remained  there  for  two  years  and  held  a  contract  for  the  third 
vear  when  tendered  the  position  of  city  superintendent  at  Spring  Valley,  Illinois, 
his  he  accepted  after  persuading  the  school  board  to  release  him  from  the 

C°in-tliaCt-  at  ^ac^'.  remained  at  Spring  Valley  for  a  year,  at  the  end  of 
which  time  he  decided  not  to  teach  longer  but  to  pursue  a  law  course.  He  had 
met  with  splendid  success  in  all  of  his  school  work  and  in  every  institution  was 
gi\en  recommendations  as  being  the  best  instructor  ever  employed  at  the  school. 

After  the  close  of  his  year  at  Spring  Valley  Mr.  Halladay  returned  to 
Dixon,  Illinois,  and  took  up  the  law  course  at  the  Northern  Illinois  College  of 
aw,  attending  for  two  years  and  at  the  same  time  reviewing  some  of  his 
scientific  and  classical  work.  He  was  often  called  upon  to  fill  vacancies  in 
the  Dixon  schools  as  well  as  to  take  charge  of  classes  at  the  college  and  met 
t  le  requests  in  this  direction  and  at  the  same  time  carried  on  his  work  in  the 
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college  without  difficulty.  He  was  graduated  from  the  law  course  in  1900, 
receiving  the  LL.  B.  degree,  and  also  that  of  Bachelor  of  Science.  In  Septem¬ 
ber,  1900,  he  came  to  Des  Moines,  where  he  entered  the  Drake  University  Law 
School,  continuing  his  studies  until  January,  1901,  at  which  time  he  successfully 
passed  the  required  examination  for  admission  to  the  bar  before  the  supreme 
court.  He  immediately  opened  a  law  office  in  Des  Moines,  where  he  has  since 
been  engaged  in  practice  with  notable  and  satisfactory  success.  In  seven  years 
from  the  time  he  finished  his  high  school  course  at  Tiskilwa,  Illinois,  he  had 
worked  his  way  through  college  and  advanced  in  the  teacher’s  profession  from 
a  country  school  teacher  to  superintendent  of  schools  in  the  largest,  city  in 
Bureau  county.  A  few  more  years  brought  him  to  his  admission  to  the.  bar 
and  in  the  intervening  decade  he  has  gained  for  himself  flattering  recognition 
as  an  able  lawyer  of  Des  Moines.  He  has  also  acquired  some  property  and  is 
now  the  owner  of  real  estate  in  Illinois,  Oklahoma  and  Iowa,  and  also  has 
interests  in  a  mining  proposition  in  Arizona. 

On  the  13th  of  May,  1905,  Mr.  Halladay  was  married  to  Miss  Georgia  W. 
Cole,  a  prominent  music  teacher  of  the  city  of  Des  Moines  and  a  daughter  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  C.  Cole,  of  No.  1131  Twenty-eighth  street.  She  was  graduated 
from  Drake  Musical  Conservatory  with  the  class  of  1903  and  is  still  known 
as  one  of  the  city’s  most  successful  music  teachers.  She  was  born  November 
12,  1881,  in  Monongalia  county,  West  Virginia,  and  with  her  parents  removed 
to  Union  county,  Iowa,  in  1886.  Her  father  farmed  through  the  summer  and 
taught  school  through  the  winter  until  1892,  when  he  was  tendered  the  prin- 
cipalship  of  the  Shannon  City  schools.  He  accepted  the  position  and  removed 
to  Shannon  City,  Iowa,  where  he  remained  as  principal  for  two  years,  after 
which  he  turned  his  attention  to  the  newspaper  business,  editing  and  publishing 
the  Shannon  City  Sun.  In  the  fall  of  1900,  however,  he  removed  to  Des  Moines 
to  educate  his  children,  of  whom  Mrs.  Halladay  is  the  eldest  daughter. 

The  Cole  family  has  long  been  established  in  Virginia,  John  H.  Cole,  the 
grandfather  of  -Mrs.  Halladay,  having  been  born  in  Monongalia  county,  now 
West  Virginia,  in  1817.  He  died  there  in  1902,  after  devoting  his  life  to 
farming  and  stock-raising  interests  in  a  successful  manner.  In  1843  he  married 
Sabina  Shively,  who  died  in  1908.  The  Coles  were  of  English  lineage,  while 
the  Shivelys  were  of  German  descent.  Mrs.  Emma  Cole,  the  mother  of  Mrs. 
Halladay,  was  a  daughter  of  Amos  C.  and  Martha  Anderson,  who  lived  in 
Monongalia  county,  West  Virginia,  and  were  married  November  20,  1855. 
Amos  Anderson,  who  was  of  Irish  descent,  was  born  in  1835,  met  with  pros¬ 
perity  in  farming  and  stock-raising  and  died  in  1902.  His  wife  was  born 
January  20,  1835.  J.  C.  Cole  and  Emma  Anderson  attended  the  same  school 
in  Monongalia  county,  West  Virginia,  in  childhood  and  were  married  July  18, 
1880.  The  birth  of  Mrs.  Cole  occurred  in  Monongalia  county,  December  12, 
1859.  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cole  and  their  family  are  members  of  the  Christian 
church  at  University  Place,  Des  Moines. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Halladay  are  members  of  the  Mystic  Toilers  Lodge.  He  has 
held  all  of  the  offices  of  the  organization,  including  that  of  secretary,  and  on 
the  expiration  of  a  two  years’  term  in  that  position  he  was  again  made  president 
and  is  now  one  of  the  past  grand  presidents.  His  wife  has  also  held  most  of 
the  offices  of  the  organization  and  both  belong  to  the  Yeoman  Lodge.  Mrs. 
Halladay  is  also  a  devoted  member  of  the  Christian  church  at  University  Place 
and  is  identified  with  a  number  of  church  societies.  Mr.  Halladay  is  connected 
with  the  county  and  state  bar  associations  and  with  the  Republican  Club.  He 
has  always  been  an  active  worker  in  the  ranks  of  the  republican  party  but  has 
never  sought  nor  desired  office.  He  believes,  however,  that  competent  men 
should  be  selected  for  positions  and  that  political  measures  should  be  for  the 
benefit  of  the  many  rather  than  the  few.  In  fact  he  is  allied  with  that  wing  of 
the  republican  party  known  as  progressives.  In  his  life  he  has  himself  exem- 
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plified  the  term  progress,  having  made  continuous  advancement  along  lines 
which  have  brought  him  to  a  prominent  position  in  professional  circles  and 
have  gained  for  him  the  high  regard  and  good  will  of  those  with  whom  he 
has  come  in  contact. 


JOHN  M.  DAY. 

John  AI.  Day,  a  distinguished  business  man  of  Des  Moines  at  an  early  day 
and  prominently  associated  with  railway  operations,  was  born  in  Washington 
county,  Pennsylvania,  August  8,  1831.  His  father  was  an  early  settler  of  the 
Keystone  state,  to  which  he  moved  from  New  Jersey.  Reared  under  the  parental 
loof  John  M.  Day  pursued  his  education  in  the  public  schools  and  afterward 
spent  four  years  as  a  student  in  Waynesburg  College.  When  his  college  days 
were  over  he  came  to  Iowa  and  entered  the  office  of  Corbin  &  Dow  at  Daven¬ 
port,  who  were  at  that  time  the  leading  attorneys  and  financiers  of  Iowa.  In 
1858  Mr.  Day  was  admitted  to  the  practice  of  law  and  shortly  thereafter  formed 
a  partnership  with  James  T.  Lane,  which  partnership  continued  until  1868, 
when  Air.  Day  removed  to  Des  Moines.  After  coming  to  Des  Moines  he  ceased 
to  practice  law  to  any  extent,  his  private  business  requiring  all  his  time  and 
attention. 

He  had  not  been  here  very  long  when  he  undertook  the  work  of  building 
the  Des  Moines  &  Minnesota  Railroad,  as  that  to  Ames  was  then  called.  He 
succeeded  in  getting  the  road  in  operation.  The  opening  excursion  to  Polk 
City  will  long  be  remembered  by  those  who  participated.  This  was  the  first 
instance  where  passengers  were  carried  on  a  narrow  gauge  railroad  in  this 
part  of  the  state,  if  not  in  any  part.  This  line  is  the  present  Chicago  &  North¬ 
western  branch  from  Des  Moines  to  Ames. 

Air.  Day  was  a  man  of  generous  impulses,  of  intense  likes  and  also  dislikes, 
but  the  latter  were  less  permanent  than  the  former  and  no  one  who  did  him 
a  kindness  was  ever  forgotten  by  him. 

Air.  Day  was  married  December  7,  1861,  at  La  Claire,  Scott  county,  Iowa, 
to  Miss  Jennie  E.  Rogers,  a  daughter  of  Robert  H.  Rogers,  one  of  the  leading 
business  men  at  that  time  of  the  upper  Mississippi,  and  a  member  of  the  house 
of  representatives  of  the  sixth  assembly.  Two  children  were  born  to  them, 
both  of  whom  are  now  deceased.  Air.  Day  passed  out  of  this  life  on  the  29th 
of  September,  1896,  at  the  age  of  sixty-five  years. 


EDWARD  J.  ASKEW. 

On  the  list  of  the  native  sons  of  Polk  county  who  have  become  prominently 
identified  with  mercantile  interests  stands  the  name  of  Edward  J.  Askew,  of 
Valley  Junction,  who  was  born  on  the  4th  of  September,  1879,  a  son  of  Joseph 
and  Mary  (Taylor)  Askew.  The  father  was  a  native  of  England,  while  the 
mother  was  born  in  Illinois.  They  came  to  Iowa  and  located  on  a  farm  of  one 
hundred  and  twenty  acres  in  Polk  county,  which  the  father  cleared  and  brought 
to  a  high  state  of  cultivation.  He  retired  from  active  work  in  1890  and  removed 
to  Des  Aloines,  but  after  residing  there  for  a  time  he  came  to  Valley  Junction 
and  here  in  1893  he  passed  away.  His  wife  survived  him  for  fourteen  years  but 
in  1907,  she,  too,  died. 

The  early  years  of  Edward  J.  Askew  were  spent  in  a  manner  quite  similar 
to  those  of  every  boy  reared  in  the  country.  His  days  were  occupied  by  the 
tasks  of  the  schoolroom,  the  work  assigned  him  about  the  farm  and  such  sports 
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and  amusements  as  appeal  to  healthy  boys.  He  obtained  his  education  in  the 
district  schools  and  when  he  reached  the  age  of  fifteen  years  he  laid  aside  his 
text-books  to  assume  the  heavier  responsibilities  of  life.  Having  decided  that 
he  would  be  a  pharmacist,  he  entered  the  drug  store  of  William  T.  Irwin,  at 
Valley  Junction,  with  whom  he  has  been  connected  during  the  sixteen  years 
of  his  business  life.  In  1902  he  became  a  partner  of  Mr.  Irwin  and  from  that 
period  they  have  conducted  business  under  the  name  of  the  Irwin-Askew 
Drug  Company.  Mr.  Askew  has  entire  charge  of  the  store  at  Valley  Junction, 
while  the  Des  Moines  store  is  under  the  management  of  Mr.  Irwin. 

Mr.  Askew  completed  arrangements  for  a  home  of  his  own  by  his  marriage 
in  November,  1907,  to  Miss  Edna  Hopley,  a  daughter  of  Peter  and  Edna  Hopley, 
both  natives  of  England.  They  came  to  Iowa  in  pioneer  days  and,  locating 
on  a  farm,  Mr.  Hopley  engaged  in  the  stock  business.  He  has  been  most 
successful  in  his  undertakings  and  has  become  one  of  the  well  known  stock- 
men  of  the  state.  For  many  years  he  has  been  going  to  Europe  twice  every 
year  to  import  both  horses  and  cattle.  He  owns  a  fine  farm  of  two  thousand 
acres  near  Lewis,  Iowa.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Askew  have  one  child,  Peter  Hopley, 
who  was  born  in  November,  1909. 

Mrs.  Askew  holds  membership  in  the  Congregational  church  and  Mr.  Askew 
is  fraternally  connected  with  the  Masonic  order,  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  the 
Modern  Woodmen  of  America  and  he  also  is  identified  with  the  Dramatic 
Order  Knights  of  Khorassan.  They  have  a  nice  residence  at  577  Eighth  street, 
which  is  known  as  one  of  the  hospitable  homes  of  the  town.  Politically  Mr. 
Askew  has  always  been  an  ardent  supporter  of  the  principles  of  the  republican 
party,  and  while  he  does  not  take  a  particularly  active  interest  in  politics,  not 
being  an  aspirant  to  office,  he  can  always  be  found  at  the  polls  on  election  day, 
casting  his  vote  for  the  candidates  of  the  party  of  his  choice,  He  is  known 
as  one  of  the  progressive  and  promising  young  business  men  of  the  community 
and  is  well  regarded. 


THOMAS  B.  HANLEY. 

The  rapid  growth  of  fraternal  insurance  organizations  in  the  past  quarter 
of  a  century  has  called  forth  the  energies,  initiative  spirit  and  cooperation  of 
many  strong  business  men  who,  guiding  the  destinies  of  these  enterprises, 
have^  given  strong  proof  of  executive  ability  and  keen  discrimination.  To 
this  class  belongs  Thomas  B.  Hanley,  now  president  of  the  Modern  Brother¬ 
hood  of  America.  He  was  born  in  Cleveland,  Ohio,  December  11,  1852. 

His  father,  Dennis  Hanley,  a  native  of  Ireland,  came  to  America  in  Sep¬ 
tember,  1852,  and  first  settled  in  Ohio,  while  later  he  removed  to  Michigan,  and 
in  1856  became  a  resident  of  Le  Claire,  Scott  county,  Iowa.  He.  was  a 
pioneer  settler  of  Le  Claire  and  also  one  of  the  early  residents  of  this  state. 
He  was  married  in  his  native  land  to  Bridget  O’Shaughnessy,  and  they  became 
the  parents  of  nine  children,  of  whom  Thomas  B.  was  the  fourth  in  order  of 
birth. 

Our  subject  began  his  education  in  the  public  schools  of  Le  Claire,  con¬ 
tinuing  his  education  until  he  had  completed  the  high-school  course  by  gradua¬ 
tion.  He  also  spent  one  year  in  Ames  College  and  was  graduated  in  law  from 
the  State  University  of  Iowa,  with  the  class  of  1880,  at  which  time  the  LL.  B. 
degree  was  conferred  upon  him.  He  then  returned  to  Le  Claire  for  practice 
and  was  a  member  of  the  bar  at  that  place  until  1888,  in  which  year  he  removed 
to  Tipton,  where  he  joined  the  Hon.  William  P.  Wolf,  under  the.  firm  style  of 
Wolf  &  Hanley.  His  residence  in  Tipton  covered  a  period  of  nineteen  years, 
during  which  time  he  won  a  creditable  position  at  the  bar  and  was  accorded  an 
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extensive  clientage.  For  two  terms .  he  served  as  mayor  of  Tipton  and  took 

a  leading  part  in  securing  for  the  city  the  ownership  of  the  electric  light  and 
water  plants. 

Seeking  a  still  broader  field  of  labor,  Mr.  Hanley  removed  to  Des  Moines 
and  became  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Modern  Brotherhood  of  America, 
which  had  its  inception  in  Tipton  in  April,  1897 — a  fraternal  benefit  society  of 
which  he  became  the  first  president  and  the  only  one  up  to  this  date.  The  head¬ 
quarters  of  the  society  are  in  Mason  City  but  the  president’s  office  is  in  the 
Observatory  building  in  Des  Moines.  Since  1905  Mr.  Hanley,  withdrawing 
from  the  practice  of  law,  has  given  his  attention  exclusively  to  the  upbuilding 
of  this  order  and  the  rapid  and  substantial  growth  of  the  Modern  Brotherhood 

,i^rPer^ca  *s  eyidence  and  proof  of  his  ability,  his  administrative  direction 
and  his  executive  powers. 

.  0n  the  7th  of  October,  1880,  at  Port  Byron,  Illinois,  Mr.  Hanley  was  mar¬ 
ried  to  Miss  Flora  Free,  who  was  there  born  January  4,  1856,  and  is  a  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Israel  Free.  They  have  become  parents  of  one  daughter,  Edna,  who  was 
born  in  Le  Claire,  Iowa,  August  16,  1885,  and  is  now  the  wife  of  Dr  Robert 
J.  Lynch,  of  Des  Moines. 

.r*  Hanley  *s  identified  with  a  number  of  the  fraternal  organizations 
especially  those  having  insurance  features.  He  still  holds  membership  with 
Cedar  Lodge,  No.  11  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  at  Tipton,  Iowa,  belongs  also  to  the 
Knights  of  Pythias,  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America,  the  Brotherhood  of 
merican  Y  eomen,  the  Court  of  Honor,  the  Knights  of  the  Maccabees  and  the 
Homesteaders.  He  served  as  grand  chancellor  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias  of 
Iowa  in  1895-6  and  for  eight  years  was  one  of  Iowa’s  representatives  to  the 
bupreme  Lodge.  In  more  strictly  social  lines  he  is  connected  with  the  Grant 
and  Commercial  Clubs  of  Des  Moines  and  is  in  hearty  sympathy  with  the  pur¬ 
poses  of  the  latter  for  the  exploitation  of  the  advantages  and  opportunities  of 
the  city  and  for  the  upbuilding  of  its  business  interests.  His  political  allegiance 
is  given  to  the  republican  party.  While  in  the  practice  of  law  he  met  with  suc¬ 
cess  he  finds  in  the  organization  and  development  of  the  Modern  Brotherhood 
of  America  a  work  for  which  his  talents  seem  to  especially  qualify  him  and  in 
advancing  the  interests  of  this  society  he  has  given  incontrovertible  proof  of 
his  business  ability.  He  is  a  man  of  determined  purpose,  never  faltering  in 
the  accomplishment  of  what  he  undertakes  and  his  personal  traits  as  shown  in 
business  and  social  life  have  brought  him  wide  recognition  and  friendly  regard. 


ALTON  W.  MALLY. 

Alton  W.  Mally,  the  present  superintendent  of  the  county  poor  farm  and 
hospital  for  the  insane  in  Polk  county,  is  a  native  son  of  Iowa/having  been  born 
in  Delaware  township,  this  county,  on  the  9th  of  January,  1881.  His  parents, 
Paul  F.  and  Anna  (Metz)  Mally,  are  also  natives  of  the  Hawkeye  state  but  of 
German  origin  as  the  names  would  suggest.  Paul  F.  Mally,  who  was  the  third 
child  in  a  family  of  six,  was  born  in  Clayton  county  but  in  his  early  boyhood 
accompanied  his  parents  on  their  removal  to  this  county,  where  he  continues  to 
reside.  He  was  united  in  marriage  in  1879  to  Miss  Anna  Metz,  who  was  born 
near  Newton,  Iowa,  being  the  fourth  in  a  family  of  seven  children,  and  unto 
them  were  born  the  following  children  beside  our  subject,  who  is  the  eldest: 
Rudolph,  now  a  resident  of  Decker,  who  married  Edna  Decker  and  became  the 
father  of  two  children,  one  deceased ;  Lydia,  and  Laura  L.,  both  at  home ;  Julia, 
who  is  the  wife  of  Roy  Denny,  of  Crocker  township,  and  has  one  child ;  Arthur, 
Henry  W.,  and  Flora,  all  at  home;  one  who  died  in  infancy;  and  Frank  and  Tillie, 
also  at  home.  The  father  has  engaged  in  farming  and  stock-dealing  all  of  his  life. 


A.  W.  MALTA’ 


CITY  OF  DES  MOINES  AND  POLK  COUNTY 


1219 


He  has  a  farm  of  three  hundred  and  seventy  acres  in  Delaware  township,  where 
he  resides,  which  is  highly  improved  and  well  stocked  with  good  breeds  of  cattle 
and  hogs.  At  present  he  is  giving  much  time  and  attention  to  the  buying  and 
selling  of  stock,  which  business  he  is  conducting  on  rather  a  large  scale.  In  ad¬ 
dition  to  his  homestead  he  owns  eighty  acres  of  land  in  Saylor  township.  He 
has  met  with  more  than  moderate  success  in  all  of  his  undertakings  and  is  one 
of  the  affluent  citizens  of  his  township.  \ 

Alton  W.  Mally  received  his  education  in  the  public  schools  of  Polk  county, 
and  when  he  had  acquired  sufficient  knowledge  to  enable  him  to  assume  the 
heavier  responsibilities  of  life  he  laid  away  his  text-books  and  occupied  himself 
with  the  work  of  the  home  farm  until  he  was  in  his  twentieth  year.  He  then 
engaged  in  farming  and  the  buying  and  selling  of  stock  upon  his  own  account  for 
one  year.  At  the  expiration  of  that  time  he  embarked  in  the  hardware  business 
in  Berwick  but  at  the  end  of  twelve  months  returned  to  his  farming  and  stock¬ 
buying,  in  which  line  he  continued  until  he  received  his  appointment  on  the  8th 
of  January,  1910,  to  his  present  position. 

Mr.  Mally  was  married  to  Miss  Florence  Thornton  on  the  20th  of  November, 
1901,  and  they  have  become  the  parents  of  three  children:  Emma,  Edna  and 
Marion.  Mrs.  Mally  is  a  daughter  of  R.  G.  and  Sophrona  (Coffin)  Thornton, 
natives  of  Polk  county,  and  is  the  fourth  in  a  family  of  five  children,  her  birth 
occurring  on  the  20th  of  September,  1882. 

Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mally  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church  in 
Berwick  and  are  also  identified  with  the  Knights  and  Ladies  of  Security.  Ever 
since  he  attained  his  majority  Mr.  Mally  has  given  his  support  to  the  republican 
party,  feeling  that  the  basic  principles  of  that  body  are  best  adapted  to  serve 
the  interests  of  the  majority.  He  is  a  young  man  to  hold  the  position  to  which 
he  was  appointed  a  little  more  than  one  year  ago,  but  during  the  period  of  his 
incumbency  has  discharged  his  duties  in  such  a  manner  as  to  stamp  with  public 
approval  the  action  of  the  supervisors  in  placing  him  there. 


FRANK  W.  BRIGGS. 

One  of  those  who  have  been  actively  and  successfully  associated  with  the 
commercial  development  of  Grimes  is  Frank  W.  Briggs,  who  was  born  in  Dallas 
county,  Iowa,  on  the  14th  of  June,  1873.  His  parents  are  James  G.  and  Lucy 
E.  (Carpenter)  Briggs,  the  father  a  native  of  Illinois  and  the  mother  of  Ver¬ 
mont.  James  G.  Briggs  came  to  Iowa  with  his  parents  when  a  lad  of  four 
years,  locating  in  Polk  county,  where  the  mother  passed  away.  Three  years 
afterward  the  father  and  son  removed  to  Dallas  county,  where  they  were  re¬ 
siding  at  the  time  of  the  father’s  demise,  which  occurred  when  the  son  was 
thirteen.  Immediately  following  this  event  James  Briggs  returned  to  Illinois, 
where  he  completed  his  education,  making  his  home  with  an  uncle  until  he  was 
twenty-five  years  of  age,  at  which  time  he  was  married.  Subsequently  he  and 
his  bride  removed  to  Dallas  county,  Iowa,  locating  upon  eighty  acres  of  land 
which  they  bought  for  two  and  a  quarter  dollars  per  acre.  They  were  both 
young  and  industrious  and,  although  many  of  the  hardships  incident  to  fron¬ 
tier  life  fell  to  their  lot,  they  never  lost  courage,  confidently  believing  that  the  con¬ 
veniences  and  comforts  enjoyed  by  those  who  lived  farther  east,  must  soon 
come  to  them.  They  added  to  their  realty  holdings  from  time  to  time  as  they 
were  able  until  they  had  acquired  four  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  the  finest 
land  in  Dallas  county,  all  of  which  was  well  improved  and  under  a  high  state 
of  cultivation.  Mr.  Briggs  continued  to  operate  this  farm  until  1897,  when  he 
rented  it  and  retired  to  Des  Moines.  Five  years  later  he  disposed  of  it  and 
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very  soon  removed  to  Kansas  City,  Kansas,  where  he  and  Mrs.  Briggs  con¬ 
tinue  to  reside. 

It  was  in  the  district  schools  of  Dallas  county,  Frank  W.  Briggs  acquired 
his  education.  When  he  had  reached  that  age  when  most  boys  rebel  at  the  con¬ 
finement  of  the  school  room,  longing  to  take  their  place  in  the  activities  of  the 
more  practical  world  he  laid  aside  his  text-books  and  began  assisting  his  father 
in  the  cultivation  of  the  home  farm.  He  remained  at  home  until  he  had  at¬ 
tained  his  majority,  when  he  rented  two  hundred  acres  of  land  from  his  father, 
which  he  operated  for  five  years.  At  the  end  of  that  period  he  returned  to  the 
old  homestead  and  for  one  year  cultivated  its  two  hundred  and  forty  acres  in 
addition  to  that  which  he  had  been  farming.  Having  met  with  success  in  his 
agricultural  pursuits  he  had  acquired  the  capital  necessary  to  purchase  three 
hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land  at  Red  Deer,  Alberta,  Canada,  upon  which 
he  engaged  in  the  cattle  business.  After  following  this  for  five  years  he  rented 
his  ranch,  putting  his  cattle  out  on  shares,  and  came  to  Grimes,  where  he  estab¬ 
lished  a  pump  and  windmill  business.  The  following  year  he  added  farming 
implements  to  his  stock,  all  three  of  which  lines  he  continues  to  handle  with 
most  gratifying  success,  having  no  competition  whatever. 

In  May,  1893,  Miss,  Beulah  McClain,  a  daughter  of  Silas  and  Susan  (Co¬ 
burn)  McClain  became  the  wife  of  Frank  W.  Briggs.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  McClain, 
who  were  natives  of  Virginia,  came  to  Iowa  in  pioneer  days,  locating  in  Polk 
county,  where  he  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  for  many  years.  Later  he 
removed  to  Grimes  and  opened  a  grocery  store,  which  he  disposed  of  after  a 
few  years  and  engaged  in  the  implement  business  until  1906,  when  he  sold  his 
interest  to  his  son-in-law.  Mr,  McClain  passed  away  in  1909  but  his  widow  still 
survives,  making  her  home  in  Grimes.  Five  children  have  been  born  unto  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Briggs :  Esther  E.,  born  in  1896;  Verva  P.,  born  in  1897;  Hazel,  born 
in  1898;  Grace,  born  in  1904;  and  Frank  M.,  born  July  14,  1910. 

The  family  attend  the  Presbyterian  church,  while  fraternally  Mr.  Briggs 
is  affiliated  with  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and  the  Modern  Wood¬ 
men  of  America.  His  political  support  is  given  the  democratic  party,  consid¬ 
ering  that  its  policy  is  best  adapted  to  meet  the  needs  of  the  general  public.  He 
does  not  aspire  to  public  honors  or  the  emoluments  of  office,  so  concentrates 
his  time  and  energy  on  the  development  of  his  personal  afifairs,  in  the  conduct 
of  which  he  is  meeting  with  marked  success.  In  addition  to  his  business  he 
owns  a  nice  modern  residence.  Although  the  period  of  his  citizenship  has  been 
brief  in  Grimes,  it  has  been  sufficiently  long  for  Mr.  Briggs  to  be  accorded  the 
esteem  of  his  compeers  in  the  business  and  social  life  of  the  community,  in 
recognition  of  his  worth  and  fine  personal  qualities. 


ELBRIDGE  DREW  HADLEY. 

Elbridge  Drew  Hadley,  who  since  1898  has  been  secretary  of  the  Iowa  So¬ 
ciety  of  the  Sons  of  the  American  Revolution  and  since  February,  1899,  re¬ 
corder  of  the  Iowa  Commandery  of  the  Loyal  Legion,  with  offices  in  Des 
Moines,  was  born  in  Deering,  New  Hampshire,  September  16,  1842,  his  parents 
being  Enoch  and  Mary  Ann  (Bailey)  Hadley.  The  Hadley  family  came  from 
England  and  was  found  in  Hampstead,  New  Hampshire,  during  the  pioneer 
epoch  in  the  development  of  that  state.  George  Hadley,  the  great-grandfather 
of  E.  D.  Hadley,  enlisted  from  South  Weare,  New  Hampshire,  for  service  in 
the  Revolutionary  war  and  held  the  rank  of  captain.  A  great-uncle  of  E.  D. 
Hadley  was  at  one  time  secretary  of  state  and  was  a  man  of  state-wide  promi¬ 
nence.  Enoch  Hadley  devoted  his  life  to  farming,  which  pursuit  he  largely  fol¬ 
lowed  up  to  the  time  of  his  death  in  August,  1879. 
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Elbridge  D.  Hadley  was  therefore  reared  upon  a  farm  and  to  the  work  of 
the  fields  largely  gave  his  attention  until  twenty  years  of  age,  save  for  the  period 
devoted  to  the  acquirement  of  an  education.  He  prepared  for  college  at  Mount 
Vernon,  New  Hampshire,  but  went  to  war  instead  of  college,  enlisting  in 
August,  1862,  as  first  sergeant  of  Company  D,  Fourteenth  New  Hampshire 
Volunteer  Infantry.  In  March,  1864,  he  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  second 
lieutenant  of  Company  F  of  the  same  regiment  and  later  was  commissioned  first 
lieutenant  of  Company  H,  but  had  command  of  Company  F  most  of  the  time 
until  September  of  that  year,  when  he  was  wounded  at  the  battle  of  Winches¬ 
ter  and  thus  disqualified*  for  service.  He  resigned  in  December,  1864,  and  was 
subsequently  brevetted  captain.  For  a  year  after  being  wounded  he  was  in  an 
invalid  condition  but  in  the  autumn  of  1865  took  up  the  profession  of  teach¬ 
ing,  which  he  followed  in  Manchester,  New  Hampshire,  and  at  the  same  time 
devoted  his  leisure  hours  to  reading  law.  He  thus  continued  his  preparation 
fof  the  bar  until  September,  1869,  when  he  was  admitted  at  Nashua,  New 
Hampshire.  Opening  an  office  in  Manchester,  he  there  practiced  until  Decem¬ 
ber,  1871,  and  in  the  meantime  also  filled  two  or  three  offices  in  the  city  gov¬ 
ernment. 

In  the  latter  year  Mr.  Hadley  sought  a  home  in  the  middle  west.  He  recog¬ 
nized  the  fact  that  the  tide  of  emigration  was  steadily  moving  in  that  direction 
and  believed  that  greater  opportunities  could  be  found  in  the  Mississippi  valley 
than  in  the  older  settled  portions  of  New  England.  He  accordingly  came  to 
Iowa  and  settled  at  Dewitt,  where  he  remained  for  a  year.  In  1872  he  re¬ 
moved  to  Luverne,  Rock  county,  Minnesota,  and  almost  immediately  won  recog¬ 
nition  as  a  prominent  member  of  the  bar  there.  His  fidelity  in  citizenship  also 
led  to  his  selection  for  public  office.  He  served  as  deputy  register  of  deeds  for 
two  years  and  was  county  attorney  and  judge  of  the  probate  court  simultane¬ 
ously  for  one  term.  He  was  then  reelected  judge  of  probate  and  was  also  court 
commissioner  and  president  of  the  village  school  board.  He  took  an  active 
part  in  shaping  the  policy  of  town  and  county  and  in  promoting  its  interests  and 
welfare.  While  a  resident  of  Manchester,  New  Hampshire,  he  had  done  more 
or  less  editorial  work  on  the  local  papers  and  in  1873,  when  the  Rock  County 
Herald  was  established  he  became  editorial  writer  for  that  journal.  Still  other 
business  interests  claimed  his  attention.  In  1880  he  became  a  partner  in  a  bank 
with  which  he  was  connected  for  two  years,  acting  as  cashier,  but  at  the  end 
of  that  time  he  sold  out  on  account  of  ill  health.  He  afterward  organized  the 
Corporate  State  Bank  of  Luverne  and  was  made  its  vice  president,  so  continu¬ 
ing  to  serve  after  it  was  converted  into  a  national  bank.  He  remained  a  resi¬ 
dent  of  Rock  county,  Minnesota,  until  1887,  when,  thinking  to  benefit  his  health 
by  removal,  he  went  to  Dewitt,  Iowa,  where  he  remained  for  a  few  years,  giv¬ 
ing  his  attention  during  that  period  to  the  task  of  winding  up  the  affairs  of  a 
bank  in  southwestern  Minnesota.  From  1887  until  1896  he  performed  some 
literary  work  along  historical  lines,  preparing  several  articles,  chiefly  upon  the 
Revolutionary  war  in  New  Hampshire,  printed  in  the  Granite  Monthly,  a  maga¬ 
zine  published  at  Concord,  New  Hampshire,  and  many  other  articles  along  the 
same  line. 

In  1896  Mr.  Hadley  became  a  resident  of  Des  Moines,  where  he  built  a 
home.  During  the  'early  years  of  his  residence  here  he  was  not  actively  engaged 
in  business.  From  1895  until  1908,  however,  he  was  collection  attorney  for  the 
Anchor  Fire  Insurance  Company  and  since  1898  has  been  secretary  of  the  Iowa 
Society  of  the  Sons  of  the  American  Revolution,  and  since  February,  1899*  has 
been  recorder  of  the  Iowa  Commandery  of  the  Loyal  Legion,  giving  his  entire 
time  and  attention  to  these  two  organizations,  displaying  marked  ability  in  the 
control  and  management  of  their  interests. 

On  the  30th  of  June,  1873,  Mr.  Hadley  was  married  to  Miss  Mary  Eliza¬ 
beth  Bourne,  a  daughter  of  the  Hon.  James  D.  and  Christiana  (Denis)  Bourne, 


1222 


CITY  OF  DES  MOINES  AND  POLK  COUNTY 


of  Dewitt,  Iowa.  Her  father  was  the  first  settler  of  Clinton  county,  this  state. 
In  his  political  views  Mr.  Hadley  has  been  an  earnest  and  life-long  republican, 
casting  his  first  presidential  vote  for  Abraham  Lincoln  in  1864.  He  belongs  to 
Capitol  Lodge,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  of  Des  Moines,  and  to  Crocker  Post,  G.  A.  R.,  at 
Des  Moines.  He  has  been  president  of  the  Ben  Franklin  Chapter  of  Sons  of  the 
American  Revolution  of  Des  Moines  for  about  ten  years  and  during  that  time 
has  prepared  several  papers  on  the  Revolutionary  war.  His  religious  faith  is 
that  of  the  Congregational  church.  Mr.  Hadley  deserves  much  credit  for  what 
he  has  accomplished  in  life.  He  was  a  poor  boy  and  his  success  has  come  to  him 
through  unfaltering  perseverance  and  close  application.  Since  the  war  he  has 
been  in  poor  health,  at  times  necessitating  a  retirement  from  business  but  not¬ 
withstanding  this  handicap  he  has  so  directed  his  labors  and  interests  that  he 
has  made  progress.  In  whatever  place  he  has  been  found  and  in  whatever  rela¬ 
tion  of  life,  he  has  commanded  the  respect  and  good-will  of  his  fellowmen  and 
during  his  fifteen  years’  residence  in  Des  Moines  has  gained  many  warm  friends. 


ALFRED  I.  STUBBS. 

Alfred  I.  Stubbs,  who  is  vice  president  of  the  Fairview  Farm  and  Creamery,, 
was  born  in  Polk  county  on  the  1st  of  June,  1877,  and  is  a  son  of  William  and 
Georgiana  (Skinner)  Stubbs,  the  father  a  native  of  Indiana  and  the  mother  of 
Iowa.  Coming  to  Iowa  in  the  pioneer  days  William  Stubbs  first  located  in  Earl- 
ham  but  shortly  afterward  removed  to  Des  Moines,  where  he  located  upon  a 
farm  which  he  continued  to  cultivate  until  1910.  For  many  years  he  was  one 
of  the  extensive  fruit-growers  of  this  section  of  the  state,  but  as  his  years  ad¬ 
vanced  he  found  the  work  too  taxing  and  so  disposed  of  his  farm,  coming  to  Des 
Moines  to  engage  in  the  grocery  business  with  his  son  Elmer  E.  His  wife  passed 
away  in  1886. 

Alfred  I.  Stubbs  was  reared  and  educated  in  the  common  schools  of  Polk 
county,  remaining  a  member  of  his  father’s  household  until  he  had  attained  his 
eighteenth  year.  Being  unusually  ambitious  he  decided  in  1895  to  begin  working 
for  himself  and  so  rented  the  old  Hobbs  place,  containing  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres,  which  is  now  within  the  city  limits,  and  then  embarked  in  the  dairy 
business.  Three  years  later  he  sold  out  and  feeling  the  need  of  a  better  knowl¬ 
edge  of  business  methods  went  to  Des  Moines,  where  he  entered  the  Capital 
City  Commercial  College.  After  completing  his  course  he  again  engaged  in  the 
dairy  business,  from  which  he  withdrew  at  the  end  of  a  year  in  order  to  go  into 
partnership  with  his  father-in-law,  C.  W.  Wilcox.  This  connection  continued 
until  1909,  when  they  incorporated  for  twenty  thousand  dollars,  paid-up  stock, 
and  took  into  the  firm  his  brother,  A.  O.  Stubbs.  C.  W.  Wilcox  is  president 
of  the  company  and  our  subject  vice  president,  while  A.  O.  Stubbs  is  secretary 
and  treasurer  as  well  as  manager  of  the  Des  Moines  creamery,  which  is  located 
at  1401  Grand  avenue.  In  addition  to  their  dairy  business  they  make  a  spec¬ 
ialty  of  breeding  and  raising  thoroughbred  Guernsey  cattle,  from  the  sale  of 
which  they  are  meeting  with  most  lucrative  returns.  They  are  now  milking  two 
hundred  cows  in  order  to  supply  their  customers,  while  the  scope  of  their  busi¬ 
ness  is  constantly  increasing  in  a  most  gratifying  manner.  In  addition  to  his 
stock  in  the  dairy  company  Mr.  Stubbs  owns  two  and  one-half  acres  of  real 
estate  just  outside  of  the  city  limits. 

In  November,  1900,  Mr.  Stubbs  married  Miss  Lillian  A.  Wilcox,  a  daughter 
of  Curtis  W.  and  Mary  (Page)  Wilcox,  natives  of  Vermont  and  old  settlers  in 
Polk  county.  Five  children  have  been  born  unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stubbs :  Alice 
Aileen,  aged  nine  years;  Mary  Louise,  who  is  five;  Lillian  Annett,  now  four; 
Mildred  Laura,  who  has  passed  her  second  year;  and  Lucile,  aged  seven  months. 
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Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stubbs  hold  membership  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church. 
Although  he  is  a  strong  advocate  of  the  principles  of  the  republican  party  he 
does  not  actively  participate  in  local  politics,  preferring  to  concentrate  his  time 
and  attention  on  the  development  of  his  personal  affairs.  He  is  one  of  the  com¬ 
petent  young  business  men  of  Polk  county  whose  future  seems  to  be  assured. 


EDWARD  W.  VAN  DUYN. 

Edward  W.  Van  Duyn,  the  present  commissioner  of  the  bureau  of  labor 
statistics,  has  been  a  resident  of  Des  Moines  for  a  period  of  thirteen  years,  hav¬ 
ing  been  engaged  in  contracting  and  building  until  he  received  his  present  ap¬ 
pointment  from  Governor  Carroll  in  1909.  He  was  born  in  Davis  county,  Iowa, 
on  the  20th  of  January,  1870,  his  parents  being  Daniel  C.  and  Mary  P.  (Cornell) 
Van  Duyn,  the  former  a  native  of  New  York  and  the  latter  of  Columbus,  Ohio. 
The  father,  who  has  always  been  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits,  came  to 
Iowa  from  the  Empire  state  in  1851,  locating  upon  a  farm  in  Davis  county. 

The  district  schools  of  his  native  county  provided  Edward  W.  Van  Duyn 
with  his  early  education,  which  was  later  supplemented  by  a  course  in  the  South¬ 
ern  Iowa  Normal  at  Bloomfield,  Iowa.  His  boyhood  and  youth  were  spent 
upon  a  farm,  in  the  cultivation  of  which  he  assisted  his  father  at  such  times  as 
he  was  not  engaged  in  school,  the  responsibilities  of  his  duties  increasing  in 
accordance  with  his  strength  as  the  years  passed.  When  he  finished  his  educa¬ 
tion  he  learned  the  carpenter’s  trade,  which  he  followed  for  a  short  time,  and 
then  returned  to  farm  life,  locating  upon  land  in  Nebraska,  which  he  cultivated 
for  three  years.  Removing  to  Missouri  in  1896,  he  settled  in  Kirksville,  where 
he  pursued  his  trade  for  two  years.  At  the  expiration  of  that  time  he  became 
a  resident  of  Des  Moines,  engaging  in  contracting  and  building,  in  which  occu¬ 
pation  he  was  meeting  with  success  when  he  withdrew  from  business  in  1909 
to  accept  the  appointment  to  his  present  office. 

It  was  on  the  20th  of  September,  1892,  that  Mr.  Van  Duyn  married  Miss 
Clara  C.  Headrick,  a  daughter  of  Daniel  and  Mary  (Lain)  Headrick,  of  Bloom¬ 
field,  Iowa.  Her  parents  were  among  the  very  early  settlers  of  Iowa,  having 
removed  here  from  Indiana  in  1849.  One  son>  Glenn  D.,  has  been  born  of  this 
marriage,  his  birth  occurring  on  the  1st  of  January,  1896.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Van 
Duyn  affiliate  with  the  Christian  church,  in  the  faith  of  which  denomination 
they  were  reared.  Mr.  Van  Duyn  also  holds  membership  in  the  Masonic  frater¬ 
nity,  in  which  organization  he  has  attained  the  thirty-second  degree  of  the  Scot¬ 
tish  Rite  and  is  identified  with  the  Shriners.  The  political  support  of  Mr.  Van 
Duyn  is  always  accorded  the  men  and  measures  of  the  republican  party,  and  his 
fealty  was  recognized  through  his  present  appointment.  During  the  period  of 
his  identification  with  the  business  interests  of  Des  Moines  he  acquired  a  repu¬ 
tation  for  integrity,  trustworthiness  and  ability  along  his  chosen  field  of  activity, 
which  has  been  the  foundation  of  his  success. 


BRUCE  E.  JONES. 

Bruce  E.  Jones,  who  was  at  one  time  quite  actively  identified  with  Polk 
county  politics,  was  born  in  Scott  county,  Indiana,  his  natal  day  being  the  6th 
of  June,  1848.  His  parents,  Benjamin  T.  and  Lucinda  (Hagan)  Jones,  who 
were  natives  of  Maryland  and  Kentucky  respectively,  came  to  Iowa  from  Indi¬ 
ana  in  1856.  They  first  located  in  Des  Moines,  where  the  father  followed  his 
trade,  which  was  that  of  a  cooper,  until  the  breaking  out  of  the  Civil  war,  when 
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he  was  appointed  deputy  provost  marshal.  He  filled  that  office  until  1867,  when 
he  removed  to  Bloomfield  township  and  cleared  eighty  acres  of  land  which  he 
had  bought,  continuing  to  engage  in  its  cultivation  until  his  demise  in  1893.  His 
wife  passed  away  in  1880. 

Bruce  E.  Jones  was  only  a  lad  of  eight  years  when  the  family  moved  to  Polk 
county,  so  that  the  greater  part  of  his  life  has  been  spent  in  the  township  where 
he  is  now  residing.  His  education  was  acquired  in  the  district  schools  of  Des 
Moines  township  as  well  as  the  first  grammar  and  high  schools  of  the  city  of 
Des  Moines,  which  he  attended  later.  After  completing  his  course  he  taught 
school  for  more  than  twenty  years,  meeting  with  more  than  average  success  in 
that  vocation  as  he  possessed  in  an  unusual  degree  the  rare  faculty  of  impart¬ 
ing  knowledge  to  others.  During  this  time  he  learned  the  carpenter’s  trade, 
which  he  followed  for  several  years  during  the  summer  months  or  at  such  times 
as  he  was  not  teaching.  In  1880  he  was  appointed  assistant  county  auditor 
withdrawing  from  that  position  at  the  end  of  two  years  to  become  auditor,  the 
duties  of  which  office  he  most  capably  discharged  for  six  years.  At  the  expira¬ 
tion  of  his  term  of  office  he  accepted  the  secretaryship  of  the  Clifton  Heights 
Land  Company,  which  he  retained  four  years.  In  1892  he  withdrew  from  public 
life  in  order  to  devote  his  entire  attention  to  clearing  and  cultivating  a  farm  of 
sixty-five  acres  which  he  owned  just  within  the  city  limits.  At  the  time  of  his 
purchase  it  was  almost  entirely  covered  with  timber  but  it  is  now  cleared,  well 
improved  and  cultivated.  In  addition  to  his  home  place  Mr.  Jones  also  owns 
forty  acres  of  the  old  homestead  and  three  residence  lots  in  Des  Moines. 

It  was  on  the  12th  of  November,  1890,  that  Mr.  Jones  married  Miss  Lizzie 
Crane,  a  daughter  of  James  and  Elizabeth  (Swain)  Crane,  who  were  natives 
of  New  Jersey,  and  located  in  Des  Moines  in  1846.  Here  her  father  engaged 
in  mercantile  business  for  fourteen  years,  his  being  one  of  the  first  stores  in 
Des  Moines.  In  i860  they  became  citizens  of  Bloomfield  township,  locating  on 
a  farm  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres,  which  they  cleared  and  improved,  add¬ 
ing  to  the  tract  as  they  were  able  until  their  realty  holdings  aggregated  three 
hundred  and  twenty  acres.  From  that  time  until  his  demise  on  the  8th  of  Feb¬ 
ruary,  1881,  Mr.  Crane  was  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits.  Mrs.  Crane  sur¬ 
vived  her  husband  almost  eleven  years,  passing  away  on  the  23d  of  January, 
1892.  Three  children  have  been  born  unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jones :  Hattie  S.,  now 
a  young  lady  of  eighteen  years,  living  at  home ;  Homer  C.,  aged  sixteen,  being 
employed  in  the  store  of  Harris-Emery  of  Des  Moines;  and  Marjorie  E.,  twelve 
years  of  age,  who  is  attending  school. 

The  family  affiliate  with  the  Christian  church,  while  fraternally  Mr.  Jones 
is  identified  with  the  Masonic  order  and  the  Forresters.  His  political  support 
is  given  the  candidates  of  the  republican  party,  to  whose  assistance  he  is  in¬ 
debted  for  the  official  honors  of  his  earlier  years.  Although  he  no  longer  par¬ 
ticipates  in  government  affairs  his  intense  interest  in  educational  matters  has 
caused  him  to  serve  as  a  school  director  for  many  years,  in  which  capacity  he 
has  always  given  most  efficient  service. 


HARRY  G.  LOVELL. 

One  of  the  enterprising  and  progressive  young  business  men  of  Clive  is 
Harry  G.  Lovell,  who  is  a  native  of  Iowa,  having  been  born  in  Adair  county  on 
the  25th  of  September,  1885,  a  son  of  James  and  Sarah  (Oaks)  Lovell.  The 
father  was  also  born  in  the  Hawkeye  state  but  the  mother  came  from  Penn¬ 
sylvania.  They  located  on  the  farm  in  Adair  county  in  1873,  where  they  have 
since  continued  to  reside.  The  land  was  unimproved  and  uncultivated  but  the 
father  was  industrious  and  persevering  and  these  qualities,  when  assisted  by 
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Mrs.  Lovell’s  capable  management  of  the  household  affairs,  enabled  him  to  add 
to  his  original  tract  from  time  to  time,  so  that  he  now  owns  four  hundred  acres 
of  valuable  land.  He  has  been  relieved  of  the  supervision  and  responsibility  of 
the  homestead  by  his  sons  and  he  and  his  wife  are  enjoying  the  well  earned  rest 
awarded  the  labor  of  their  youth. 

Harry  G.  Lovell  spent  his  boyhood  and  youth  as  do  the  majority  of  boys 
who  are  reared  in  the  more  sparsely  settled  districts.  His  days  were  occupied 
by  the  task  of  the  schoolroom,  work  of  the  field  and  such  amusements  as  are  af¬ 
forded  in  the  country.  He  remained  a  member  of  his  father’s  household  until 
he  had  attained  his  majority,  at  which  time  he  left  home.  During  his  first  year 
away  from  home  he  worked  as  a  farm  hand  near  Clive  but  at  the  end  of  that 
period  he  obtained  employment  in  the  Gibson  coal  mine.  After  mining  'a  year 
he  returned  to  Clive  and  bought  a  general  mercantile  store  owned  by  James  Mc- 
Keon,  with  which  business  he  continues  to  be  identified.  He  owns  the  building 
where  his  store  is  located,  has  a  large  and  well  assorted  stock  of  goods  and  en¬ 
joys  an  extensive  and  constantly  increasing  patronage. 

On  the  26th  of  October,  1909,  Mr.  Lovell  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Ebba  Olson,  a  daughter  of  John  and  Hannah  (Johnson)  Olson,  natives  of 
Sweden.  They  came  to  the  United  States  in  1881  and  located  in  Tennessee, 
where  they  lived  for  one  year.  In  1882  they  removed  to  Iowa  and  settled  in 
Clive,  where  Mr.  Olson  accepted  a  position  as  section  foreman  with  the  Mil¬ 
waukee  &  St.  Paul  Railroad,  which  he  continues  to  hold. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lovell  are  affiliated  with  the  church  in  Clive  which  is  unde¬ 
nominational.  He  also  holds  membership  in  Gold  Leaf  Lodge,  No.  599,  I.  O. 
O.  F.,  Des  Moines,  Iowa.  He  has  always  given  his  political  support  to  the  demo¬ 
cratic  party  ever  since  attaining  his  majority,  as  he  feels  that  the  basic  prin¬ 
ciples  of  that  body  are  best  adapted  to  subserve  the  interests  of  the  majority. 
Although  he  has  never  taken  a  particularly  active  part  in  municipal  politics  he 
is  at  present  serving  as  assistant  postmaster.  He  is  only  twenty-six  years  old 
but  he  has  a  well  established  business  which  is  yielding  a  good  income,  and  his 
many  friends  prophesy  for  him  a  promising  future. 


C.  R.  SCROGGIE. 

C.  R.  Scroggie,  proprietor  of  the  Midland  Schools,  which  is  the  official  organ 
of  the  schools  of  Iowa,  and  also  conducting  a  teachers  agency  in  Des  Moines, 
was  born  in  Burbank,  Ohio,  October  9,  1865.  His  parents  were  both  natives 
of  Scotland  and  after  living  for  some  time  upon  a  farm  in  the  Buckeye  state 
came  to  Iowa  in  1869,  settling  on  a  farm  near  Monticello.  C.  R.  Scroggie  was 
sent  as  a  student  to  the  graded  schools  near  Monticello  and  later  the  high  school 
at  Wyoming,  Iowa.  Subsequently  he  matriculated  in  the  Lenox  Presbyterian 
College  at  Hopkinton,  Iowa,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1891.  He  eagerly 
embraced  his  opportunities  for  advancing  his  education  and  has  ever  been  a 
stalwart  champion  of  the  public  schools. 

For  five  years  after  his  graduation  Mr.  Scroggie  was  superintendent  of  the 
Hopkinton  schools  and  at  the  same  time  published  the  Hopkinton  Leader,  an 
independent  paper,  of  which  he  became  the  owner.  In  1896  he  accepted  the 
position  of  superintendent  of  schools  at  Monticello,  where  he  remained  for 
five  years,  during  which  period  notable  advance  was  made  in  the  public  school 
system,  various  reforms  and  improvements  being  introduced.  In  1902  he  was 
chosen  for  the  superintendency  of  the  schools  at  Ames,  Iowa,  where  he  continued 
for  three  years,  when  he  resigned  that  position  and  purchased  the  Midland 
Schools,  which  is  the  official  organ  of  the  public-school  system  of  Iowa.  He 
has  since  edited  the  paper  and  has  done  much  through  its  columns  to  uphold 
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the  high  standard  of  education  and  enhance  the  fitness  and  scope  of  the  Iowa 
schools,  which  are  today  the  equal  if  not  the  superior  of  public  schools  in  any 
state  in  the  Union.  He  is  also  conducting  a  teachers  agency  and  both  branches 
of  his  business  are  meeting  with  success. 

In  1893  Mr.  Scroggie  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Jessie  Cummings,  of 
Hopkinton,  and  they  have  one  child,  Eugene,  born  in  1894.  Mr.  Scroggie  has 
attained  high  rank  in  Masonry  and  is  now  connected  with  the  Mystic  Shrine. 
He  also  belongs  to  the  Des  Moines  Press  Club  and  is  usually  to  be  found  where 
intelligent  men  are  gathered  in  the  discussion  of  vital  and  important  questions 
of  the  day.  He  has  an  extensive  acquaintance  throughout  the  state  and  his 
resourcefulness  and  reliability  in  business  as  well  as  his  social  qualities  have 
made  him  many  friends. 


W.  W.  WISE. 

Prominent  among  the  business  men  of  Des  Moines  is  W.  W.  Wise,  who  was 
born  December  19,  1861,  in  Jasper  county,  Iowa,  where,  like  many  another  far¬ 
mer’s  boy,  he  was  only  able  to  obtain  a  limited  education,  attending  school  in  a 
log  schoolhouse,  but,  being  of  an  ambitious  nature,  he  supplemented  the  knowl¬ 
edge  thus  acquired  by  taking  a  course  in  the  Iowa  Business  College  in  order  to 
equip  himself  mentally  for  life’s  great  struggle.  After  leaving  this  institution  he 
worked  at  various  occupations,  finally  becoming  associated  with  the  well  known 
firm  of  Adams  &  Hastie  in  their  real-estate  and  abstract  office,  where  he  re¬ 
mained  for  several  years.  He  next  accepted  a  position  with  the  Wabash  Coal 
Company,  remaining  until  1886.  He  then  decided  to  start  out  on  his  own  ac¬ 
count  and  incorporated  a  company  known  as  the  Wise  Ice  Company,  of  which  he 
was  made  general  manager,  the  employes  at  that  time  comprising  three  helpers. 
He  disposed  of  his  interest  in  this  company  in  1901  and  in  1908  he  was  elected 
general  manager  of  the  Consumers  Ice  Company,  a  position  he  retains  at  the 
present  time.  The  plant  is  a  very  large  one  and  during  the  busy  season  over 
one  hundred  people  are  employed.  Mr.  Wise  is  a  son  of  Edward  and  Adaline 
(Hunt)  Wise,  the  former  of  whom  was  a  native  of  Indiana,  coming  to  Iowa  in 
the  early  ’50s  and  settling  in  Peoria  City,  where  he  followed  the  trade  of  a  black¬ 
smith.  To  him  and  his  wife  were  born  two  children,  William  W.  and  Rose, 
who  makes  her  home  in  Denver,  Colorado.  The  father  departed  this  life  in  1855, 
being  survived  by  his  widow,  who  is  still  living  at  a  ripe  old  age  on  the  estate  of 
her  husband  near  Maxwell,  Iowa. 

On  September  17,  1885,  Mr.  Wise  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Harriet 
E.  Underwood,  and  they  are  the  parents  of  three  children,  a  son  and  daughter 
who  died  in  infancy  and  La  Nore,  now  a  young  daughter  at  home. 

Mr.  Wise  has  always  taken  an  active  interest  in  politics,  being  numbered 
among  the  progressive  republicans.  He  was  a  member  of  the  city  council  from 
1892  to  1896,  was  a  member  of  the  board  of  public  works  from  1903  to  1908, 
and  has  ever  given  his  support  to  any  public  movement  that  would  advance  the 
welfare  of  the  city.  Fraternally  he  is  affiliated  with  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  the 
Woodmen  of  the  World,  the  Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen,  the  Benevolent 
Protective  Order  of  Elks  and  the  Grandview  Club.  They  are  both  members  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  church. 

During  his  long  connection  with  civic  affairs  Mr.  Wise  has  made  an  exhaus¬ 
tive  study  of  the  subject  of  municipal  government.  He  opposed  strenuously  the 
adoption  of  the  commission  form  of  government,  as  he  believed  that  it  would  not 
accomplish  the  elimination  of  the  machine  politician,  but  would  have  a  tendency 
to  facilitate  factional  control  of  municipal  affairs,  and  objected  to  conferring 
upon  the  council  both  executive  and  legislative  powers,  contending  that  the  execu- 
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tive  authority  should  be  vested  in  an  appointive  board  consisting  of  three  mem¬ 
bers,  one  to  hold  office  two  years,  one  four  years,  and  one  six  years,  after  that 
each  appointment  to  be  made  for  a  term  of  six  years,  and  removal  to  be  only  for 
cause,  making  it  impossible  for  the  mayor  to  pay  off  his  political  debts  through 
the  patronage  of  this  board,  as  he  would  only  have  one  appointment  during  a 
two-year  tenure  in  office.  This  board  to  have  charge  of  all  contracts,  public  im¬ 
provements  of  all  kinds,  the  hiring  and  discharging  of  all  employes  excepting 
of  the  police  and  fire  departments,  and  purchasing  of  all  supplies,  thereby  elimi¬ 
nating  all  of  the  patronage  from  the  elective  officials.  The  police  and  fire  depart¬ 
ment  to  be  under  a  police  and  fire  commission  appointed  the  same  as  the  board 
of  public  works  as  to  term  of  office.  He  called  attention  to  the  state  board  of 
control  as  an  example  of  the  efficiency  of  appointive  officials  for  all  executive 
work,  whose  terms  are  permanent  and  independent  of  the  appointive  power.  He 
opposed  the  initiative,  referendum  and  recall,  under  which  he  claimed  only  disas¬ 
ter  would  result.  As  a  public  official  would  be  compelled  to  cater  to  public  senti¬ 
ment,  right  or  wrong,  he  would  be  unable  to  promulgate  any  public  improvement, 
the  merit  of  which  would  depend  upon  a  fair  trial,  as  a  minority  opposition  could 
compel  a  vote  upon  it  before  its  merits  could  be  tested.  He  predicted  that  the 
so-called  commission  plan  would  be  demonstrated  a  failure  within  ten  years  of 
its  adoption.  His  contention  that  the  system  fostered  rather  than  eliminated 
machine  control  was  amply  demonstrated  by  the  first  election  under  the  commis¬ 
sion  plan  when  a  ticket  made  up  of  some  of  the  best  business  men  in  the  city  was 
ignominiously  defeated  by  the  opposition  ticket  composed  of  five  of  the  shrewd¬ 
est  politicians  in  the  city  of  Des  Moines. 


HON.  CHARLES  SULLIVAN  BRADSHAW. 

A  number  of  capable  men  have  occupied  the  bench  of  the  district  court  of 
the  ninth  judicial  district  of  Iowa  since  its  establishment,  but  it  is  doubtful 
whether  any  has  entered  upon  his  duties  under  more  favorable  auspices  than 
Charles  Sullivan  Bradshaw,  the  gentleman  whose  name  stands  at  the  head  of 
this  review.  His  election  was  notable  from  the  fact  that  his  father  is  holding 
a  similar  position  in  the  state,  this  being  perhaps  the  only  instance  in  Iowa  of 
father  and  son  occupying  important  judicial  offices  at  the  same  time. 

Mr.  Bradshaw  was  born  at  Toledo,  Tama  county,  Iowa,  August  4,  1871,  and 
is  a  son  of  C.  B.  Bradshaw,  who  was  born  in  Tuscarawas  county,  Ohio,  and 
educated  at  Cornell  College,  Iowa,  and  the  University  of  Michigan.  .  The  father 
served  as  captain  of  Company  F,  Twenty-fourth  Iowa  Infantry,  during  the  Civil 
war,  being  in  the  field  from  1862  to  1865.  He  has  been  a  life-long  democrat 
and  is  a  prominent  attorney  of  Tama  county,  being  at  the  present  time  district 
judge  of  the  seventeenth  judicial  district  and  residing  at  Toledo.  The  mother  of 
our  subject  was  Mary  Ann  Hayzlett  before  her  marriage  and  was  a  native  of 
Mount  Vernon,  Iowa,  receiving  her  education  at  Cornell  College.  She  died  in 
June,  1892.  Harvey  Bradshaw,  the  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject,  settled 
in  Linn  county,  Iowa,  in  1857.  He  was  a  Methodist  preacher,  being  a  circuit 
rider  and  presiding  elder  of  the  church.  He  was  also  connected  in  an  official 
capacity  with  Cornell  College  at  Mount  Vernon  and  died  November  8,  1861. 
The  maternal  grandfather,  William  Hayzlett,  settled  in  Linn  county  in  1846, 
having  driven  across  the  country  with  oxen  from  Virginia,  and  he  cleared  the 
farm  upon  which  he  lived  until  his  death  in  1887.  Two  children  were  born  to 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bradshaw — Charles  Sullivan,  of  this  review;  and  Alice,  who  is 
now  principal  of  the  Garfield  school  at  Des  Moines. 

Charles  Sullivan  Bradshaw  attended  the  public  schools  at  Toledo  and  was 
graduated  at  the  Toledo  high  school  in  1887.  Later  he  matriculated  in  the  law 
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department  of  Drake  University,  graduating  with  a  degree  of  LL.  B.  in  1896. 
He  began  practice  at  Des  Moines,  and  on  January  1,  1897,  became  a  member 
of  the  firm  of  Kinne,  Hume  &  Bradshaw,  the  other  members  being  Hon.  L.  G. 
Kinne  and  James  C.  Hume.  After  three  years  the  title  of  the  firm  became  Kinne 
&  Bradshaw,  and  so  continued  until  the  death  of  Judge  Kinne,  Mr.  Bradshaw 
then  practicing  alone.  On  the  8th  of  November,  1910,  he  was  elected  district 
judge  of  the  ninth  judicial  district  and  assumed  his  office  January  1,  1911.  Hav¬ 
ing  possessed  every  desirable  advantage  of  early  training  and  of  education  in  his 
profession  he  was  highly  successful  as  a  practitioner  and  upon  the  bench  has 
shown  an  impartiality  and  clearness  of  judgment  which  indicate  peculiar  fit¬ 
ness  for  the  responsible  position  he  now  fills.  He  possesses  good  business  quali¬ 
ties  and  is  a  member  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  Commercial  Savings  Bank 
of  Des  Moines. 

Professionally  Judge  Bradshaw  is  identified  with  the  Polk  County  and  Iowa 
State  Bar  Associations,  and  fraternally,  holds  membership  in  many  organiza¬ 
tions.  Socially,  he  is  connected  with  the  Grant  and  Hyperion  Field' and  Motor 
Clubs.  He  is  republican  in  politics.  A  man  of  strict  integrity  and  unflinching 
devotion  to  duty,  he  has  demonstrated  that  he  possesses  no  ordinary  ability  and 
is  fully  worthy  of  the  confidence  placed  in  him.  He  is  in  the  prime  of  life,  blest 
with  a  keen  and  well  balanced  mind,  and  those  who  know  him  best  are  con¬ 
fident  that  he  is  a  judge  to  whom  even  the  most  humble  may  look  for  unbiased 
justice. 

In  June,  1911,  Judge  Bradshaw  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Ruth  Baker, 
of  Indianola,  Iowa.  Mrs.  Bradshaw  is  a  daughter  of  Dr.  Edward  L.  Baker,  a 
leading  physician  of  Indianola  and  a  granddaughter  of  General  Nathaniel  T. 
Baker,  who  was  adjutant  general  of  Iowa  during  the  Civil  war.  She  is  a  charming 
woman,  highly  educated  and  of  splendid  intellectual  attainments. 


JAMES  F.  JORDAN. 

James  F.  Jordan,  a  well  known  citizen  and  substantial  agriculturist  and  stock 
raiser  and  dealer  of  Walnut  township,  is  numbered  among  the  worthy  native 
sons  of  this  county,  his  birth  having  occurred  in  the  township  where  he  now 
resides  on  the  26th  of  February,  1848.  He  has  the  distinction  of  being  the  first 
white  child  born  in  that  township  and  west  of  Des  Moines  in  Polk  county.  His 
parents,  James  C.  and  Malinda  (Pitman)  Jordan,  were  natives  of  Virginia  and 
New  York  respectively.  They  came  to  Polk  county,  Iowa,  in  1846,  locating  in 
Walnut  township,  where  the  father  purchased  a  tract  of  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  of  land  and  began  the  task  of  clearing  and  improving  the  property.  The 
operation  of  that  farm  claimed  his  attention  throughout  the  remainder  of  his 
life  and  his  undertakings  as  an  agriculturist  were  attended  with  success.  -  His 
demise  occurred  on  the  1st  of  March,  1891,  and  thus  the  community  lost  one  of 
its  respected  pioneer  residents.  He  had  long  survived  his  wife,  who  was  called 
to  her  final  rest  on  the  1st  of  March,  1855. 

James  F.  Jordan  was  reared  in  Walnut  township  and  supplemented  his  pre¬ 
liminary  education,  obtained  in  the  district  schools,  by  a  course  of  study  in 
Simpson  College  at  Indianola.  In  early  manhood  he  took  up  the  profession  of 
teaching,  acting  as  an  instructor  in  the  country  schools  for  twenty  or  thirty 
terms  and  imparting  clearly  and  readily  to  others  the  knowledge  that  he  had 
acquired.  By  Charles  J.  Folger,  secretary  of  the  United  States  treasury,  he  was 
appointed  gauger  and  storekeeper  at  the  international  distillery  in  Des  Moines, 
serving  in  that  capacity  until  during  Grover  Cleveland’s  administration  in  July, 
1889.  He  took  an  active  part  in  the  campaign  of  William  McKinley,  bv  whom 
he  was  later  appointed  postmaster  of  Valley  Junction,  holding  the  office  for 
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ten  years.  On  the  expiration  of  that  period  he  returned  to  the  old  homestead 
and  took  charge  of  the  place,  having  operated  the  farm  continuously  since. 
The  property  returns  to  him  an  excellent  financial  income  as  a  reward  for  the 
care  and  labor  he  bestows  upon  the  fields. 

On  the  15th  of  January,  1891,  Mr.  Jordan  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Anna  Jackson,  a  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Mary  (Perkins)  Jackson,  both  of 
whom  were  natives  of  Ohio.  Mr.  Jackson  came  to  Iowa  at  an  early  day,  becom¬ 
ing  a  stockman  and  hotel  proprietor  of  Harlan,  where  he  conducted  business 
for  a  number  of  years.  After  disposing  of  his  interests  in  that  town  he  took 
up  his  abode  in  Des  Moines  and  there  lived  retired  until  called  to  his  final  rest 
in  July,  1890.  His  wife  had  passed  away  in  1870. 

Mr.  Jordan  has  never  swerved  in  his  allegiance  to  the  republican  party,  being 
convinced  that  its  principles  are  most  conducive  to  good  government.  He  dis¬ 
tinctly  recalls  seeing  John  Brown  on  one  of  his  expeditions, ’that  gentleman  hav¬ 
ing  stopped  at  his  father’s  home,  which  is  the  present  home  of  our  subject  and 
a  station  on  the  famous  underground  railroad  prior  to  the  Civil  war.  He  has 
served  as  trustee  of  Walnut  township  and  also  acted  in  the  capacity  of  road 
supervisor.  Fraternally  he  is  identified  with  the  Knights  of  Pythias  at  Valley 
Junction,  Iowa,  while  in  religious  faith  both  he  and  his  wife  are  Methodists. 
He  has  resided  in  Polk  county  from  his  birth  to  the  present  time  and  enjoys 
an  enviable  reputation  as  one  of  its  best  known  and  most  esteemed  citizens. 


FRANCIS  E.  HERRING. 

One  of  the  model  farms  of  Bloomfield  township  is  the  eighty  acre  tract 
which  Francis  E.  Herring  has  under  cultivation.  A  native  of  Iowa,  he  was 
born  in  Keokuk  county  on  the  12th  of  December,  1857,  a  son  of  Isaac  and 
Lydie  J.  (Swain)  Herring,  of  South  Carolina,  from  which  state  they  migrated 
to  Iowa  in  the  pioneer  days  and  located  upon  a  farm.  When  the  Civil  war 
broke  out  the  father  enlisted  in  Company  K,  Seventeenth  Iowa  Volunteer  In¬ 
fantry,  and  went  to  the  front,  where  he  remained  until  hostilities  ceased.  He 
endured  many  hardships,  having  been  captured  by  the  enemy  at  one  time  and 
consigned  to  prison  where  he  was  retained  for  seven  months.  Upon  receiving 
his  discharge  he  returned  to  Keokuk  county,  where  he  engaged  in  agricultural 
pursuits  for  six  years  and  then  removed  to  Polk  county.  Buying  ten  acres  of 
land  near  Des  Moines,  he  started  a  market  garden,  which  he  continued  to  cul¬ 
tivate  for  twenty  years.  Disposing  of  his  business  at  the  end  of  that  period  he 
removed  to  Des  Moines,  where  he  resided  for  three  years,  and  then  settled 
upon  a  farm  which  he  had  bought  in  Bloomfield  township,  and  upon  which  he 
was  living  at  the  time  of  his  demise  in  1903.  Our  subject’s  mother  passed 
away  in  1858,  and  when  he  was  twelve  years  of  age  his  father  married  Ellen 
Rahm,  by  whom  he  had  one  child,  Nina  Gertrude.  The  second  wife  died  about 
1901. 

The  boyhood  and  youth  of  Francis  E.  Herring  were  spent  in  Keokuk  and 
Polk  counties,  in  the  district  schools  of  which,  as  well  as  the  public  schools  of 
Richland  and  Des  Moines,  he  acquired  his  education.  When  old  enough  to  lay 
aside  his  text-books  he  began  assisting  his  father  in  the  cultivation  of  the  market 
garden,  working  for  him  by  the  month  for  nine  years.  He  always  remained  at 
home  where  his  duties  and  responsibilities  in  connection  with  the  farm  increased 
as  the  father’s  strength  and  powers  weakened  with  the  passing  years.  Upon 
the  father’s  death  the  entire  care  of  the  homestead  devolved  upon  him,  although 
twenty  acres  of  the  eighty  belong  to  his  sister.  He  has  made  many  improve¬ 
ments  in  the  property,  which  is  now  one  of  the  best  farms  in  the  township,  and 
he  engages  in  general  farming  and  stock-raising,  in  both  of  which  he  is  meeting 
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with  marked  success.  He  keeps  twenty-four  head  of  cattle,  five  head  of  horses 
and  raises  about  forty  hogs  for  the  market  each  year.  Progressive  in  his  ideas 
he  is  constantly  studying  how  to  obtain  the  best  results  in  the  cultivation  of  the 
soil  and  is  always  ready  to  adopt  any  new  method  which  appeals  to  him  as  being 
at  all  practical. 

On  the  30th  of  September,  1906,  Mr.  Herring  wedded  Miss  Mary  H.  Bar¬ 
nett,  a  daughter  of  William  and  Rose  Ann  Barnett,  natives  of  Indiana.  Her 
father  came  to  Iowa  with  his  parents  in  1855  and  located  in  Guthrie  county,  re¬ 
maining  a  member  of  the  paternal  household  until  he  was  twenty-one  years  of 
age,  when  he  enlisted  in  Company  H,  Thirty-ninth  Iowa  Volunteers,  and  went 
to  the  front.  He  was  in  the  service  for  three  years,  during  which  time  he  was 
very  seriously  injured  by  having  a  team  run  away  with  him,  sustaining  the  loss 
of  one  eye.  When  peace  was  restored  he  returned  to  Iowa  and  lived  in  Dallas 
county  for  thirty-two  years,  and  then  came  to  Polk  county,  buying  one  hundred 
and  four  acres  of  land  in  Walnut  township,  where  he  has  ever  since  continued  to 
reside.  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Barnett  are  living  and  enjoy  exceptionally  good 
health  for  people  of  their  age.  One  child  has  come  to  brighten  the  home  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Herring,  Mary  Frances,  who  has  reached  the  age  of  three  years. 
They  have  also  adopted  a  child  William  C.  who  is  nine  years  of  age. 

In  his  religious  faith  Mr.  Herring  is  a  Quaker,  while  in  matters  politic  he 
affiliates  with  the  republican  party.  Although  he  never  actively  participates  in 
local  governmental  matters  he  has  served  as  treasurer  of  the  board  of  school 
directors  for  fifteen  years.  He  is  a  most  capable  agriculturist  and  is  meeting 
with  success  in  his  vocation,  now  owning  in  addition  to  his  fine  farm,  a  nice 
residence  property  in  Cloverhill  adjoining  Valley  Junction. 


CHRISTIAN  H.  GROSS. 

The  magnitude  of  the  responsibilities  of  the  Soldiers’  Relief  Commission 
and  the  extent  of  its  highly  commendable  work  is  seldom  brought  before  the 
public.  The  innumerable  works  of  charity  and  relief  rendered  those  heroes  who 
offered  their  lives  for  the  furtherance  of  a  noble  cause  and  in  the  autumn  of 
their  lives  need  assistance,  are  due  not  only  to  the  maintenance  of  the  commis¬ 
sion  but  to  the  feeling  of  brotherhood  as  well  of  the  noble  men  who  have  this 
work  in  charge.  As  secretary  of  this  commission  much  of  the  honor  falls  upon 
Christian  H.  Gross. 

Mr.  Gross  was  born  in  Miehlen,  Nassau,  Germany,  of  a  family  highly  re¬ 
spected  in  that  community.  His  birth  occurred  on  the  9th  of  February,  1841. 
When  a  lad  of  three  years  his  parents  emigrated  to  America,  coming  direct  to 
Burlington,  Iowa,  the  date  of  their  arrival  being  October  5,  1844.  Before  de¬ 
ciding  upon  a  permanent  location  they  lived  for  a  short  time  in  the  towns  of 
Ottumwa,  Tools  Point,  Bennington  and  Pella.  Mr.  Gross,  upon  locating  in 
Pella  with  his  parents,  associated  himself  with  the  Pella  Gazette,  a  democratic 
weekly,  in  which  position  he  was  serving  when  James  Buchanan  was  elected 
president.  He  later  worked  as  cabin  boy  on  a  steamer  running  from  Burling¬ 
ton,  Iowa,  to  New  Orleans.  Having  had  previous  experience  at  the  blacksmith 
trade  with  his  father,  in  1861  he  returned  to  that  work  in  Mount  Pleasant,  Iowa. 
In  1863,  when  the  Ninth  Iowa  Cavalry  was  organized,  he  enlisted  as  black¬ 
smith  of  Company  D,  being  mustered  in  on  the  19th  of  September  and  serv¬ 
ing  until  the  regiment  was  mustered  out,  reaching  home  on  the  19th  of  March, 
1866.  He  remained  in  Germanville,  Iowa,  until  the  spring  of  1869,  when  he 
moved  to  Polk  county,  settling  near  where  the  town  of  Ankeny  has  since  been 
built  and  there  engaging  in  farming.  He  remained  a  resident  of  Crocker  town¬ 
ship  for  thirty  years  and  during  this  time  held  many  positions  of  trust,  serving 
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for  over  eighteen  years  as  trustee,  while  for  sixteen  years  he  acted  as  secre¬ 
tary  of  the  school  board. 

In  1899  he  retired  from  the  farm  and  moved  to  Des  Moines.  After  living 
here  a  few  years  he  formed  a  partnership  with  J.  D.  McGarraugh,  engaging  in 
the  hardware  business,  which  they  conducted  successfully  for  several  years. 
They  sold  out  and  Mr.  Gross  again  severed  all  business  relations  when  he  was 
elected  director  on  the  east  side  school  board,  serving  on  the  same  until  the  Des 
Moines  schools  were  consolidated.  At  that  time  he  was  elected  a  member  of  the 
Polk  County  Soldiers’  Relief  Commission,  in  which  capacity  he  served  until 
1909,  when  he  was  elected  secretary  of  the  commission.  His  services  have 
proven  most  satisfactory  in  the  office  he  still  holds. 

On  the  19th  of  April,  1866,  Mr.  Gross  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Emma 
Hirshberger.  They  became  the  parents  of  eleven  children,  eight  of  whom  are 
still  living,  four  sons  and  four  daughters.  All  are  married  except  the  youngest 
son  and  daughter,  who  still  reside  under  the  parental  roof. 

Mr.  Gross  cast  his  first  presidential  ballot  for  Abraham  Lincoln  while  in  the 
service  of  his  country  and  has  supported  the  men  and  measures  of  the  republi¬ 
can  party  to  the  present  time.  ITe  has  been  identified  with  the  Methodist  de¬ 
nomination  for  over  forty  years  and  at  present  is  a  member  of  the  Wesleyan 
Methodist  Episcopal  church  of  East  Des  Moines.  He  also  belongs  to  Kins¬ 
man  Post,  No.  7,  G.  A.  R.,  Department  of  Iowa,  and  is  a  past  post  commander. 


WILLIAM  B.  SMITH. 

Among  the  native  sons  of  Polk  county  who  have  become  successful  agricul¬ 
turists  is  William  B.  Smith,  who  was  born  in  Bloomfield  township  on  the  3d  of 
August,  1874.  He  is  a  son  of  John  and  Emily  (Saylor)  Smith,  the  father  a 
native  of  Ohio  and  the  mother  of  Indiana.  The  parents  came  to  Iowa  and  lo¬ 
cated  in  Des  Moines  in  1848,  where  the  father  worked  at  the  carpenter’s  trade 
for  many  years,  and  then  settled  upon  thirty-five  acres  of  land  in  Bloomfield 
township,  which  he  cultivated  until  he  retired.  The  latter  years  of  his  life  were 
spent  in  Des  Moines,  in  which  city  he  passed  away  in  1908,  having  survived 
Mrs.  Smith  nine  years,  her  demise  occurring  in  1899. 

William  B.  Smith  has  spent  practically  his  entire  life  in  the  township  where 
he  is  now  residing.  Although  he  is  a  young  man  he  is  yet  old  enough  to  have 
watched  the  remarkable  agricultural  development  of  Polk  county,  which  has 
been  most  rapid  during  the  past  twenty  years.  He  obtained  his  education  in  the 
district  schools,  the  brief  sessions  of  which  gave  him  an  abundance  of  time  to 
assist  in  the  cultivation  of  the  home  farm.  He  remained  a  member  of  the  paren¬ 
tal  household  until  he  was  twenty-two  years  of  age,  at  which  time  he  and  a 
brother-in-law  rented  land  and  began  farming  for  themselves.  In  addition  to 
the  cultivation  of  the  land  they  did  their  own  housework  and  such  other  tasks 
as  usually  devolve  upon  the  women  living  upon  a  farm.  For  seven  years  Mr. 
Smith  operated  leased  land,  during  which  time  he  met  with  such  returns  from 
his  labor  as  enabled  him  to  save  the  required  capital  to  become  a  property  owner. 
His  first  investment  was  a  one  hundred  and  twenty  acre  tract  forming  a  part 
of  his  present  holdings,  to  which  he  later  added  another  forty-six  acres.  During 
the  eight  years  of  his  occupancy  Mr.  Smith  has  wrought  many  noticeable  im¬ 
provements  and  is  planning  to  add  others,  all  of  which  will  greatly  increase  the 
value  of  his  property.  He  engages  in  general  farming  but  devotes  much  time 
and  attention  to  the  breeding  and  raising  of  stock,  keeping  ten  head  of  horses 
and  twenty  head  of  cattle,  while  he  markets  about  seventy  hogs  every  year. 

Mr.  Smith  completed  his  arrangements  for  a  home  by  his  marriage  August 
19,  1897,  to  Miss  Lucinda  Geil,  a  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Mary  (Graham)  Geil, 
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natives  of  Ohio  but  for  more  than  fifty  years  residents  of  Bloomfield  township. 
Seven  children  have  been  born  unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smith  but  the  eldest,  Toseph 
Corwin,  passed  away  June  22,  1900.  Those  living  are:  Cecil  Blanche,  eleven 
years  of  age;  William  Merwin,  who  is  nine;  Willard  Lynne  and  Wilma  Louise, 
twins,  now  six  years  of  age;  Leslie  Graham,  who  is  five;  and  Russell  Savior! 
three. 

In  their  religious  belief  Mr.  arid  Mrs.  Smith  conform  to  the  teachings  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  denomination,  while  Mr.  Smith’s  fraternal  relations 
are  confined  to  membership  in  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Lellows  and  the 
Modern  V  oodmen  of  America.  While  he  is  not  actively  interested  in  political 
matters  he  gives  his  allegiance  to  the  republican  party,  its  policy  in  his  estima¬ 
tion  being  best  adapted  to  serve  the  vital  interests  of  the  general  public. 


CHARLES  C.  SHOPE,  M.  D. 

There  is  no  profession  or  business  which  requires  more  constant  and  con¬ 
scientious  study  than  that  of  medicine.  Particularly  is  this’  true  at  present  when 
competition  is  so  keen  and  science  making  such  rapid  strides.  To  the  realiza¬ 
tion  of  this  fact  can  doubtless  be  attributed  much  of  the  success  of  Dr.  Charles 
C.  Shope.  one  of  the  well  known  practitioners  of  East  Des  Moines.  One  of 
Iowa’s  native  sons,  his  birth  occurred  in  Iowa  Center,  Story  county,  on  the  15th 
of  October,  1866,  his  parents  being  George  W.  and  Ellen  Lucenia  (Sessions) 
Shope,  the  father  a  native  of  Pennsylvania  and  the  mother  of  Barnesville,  Ver¬ 
mont.  George  W.  Shope  came  to  Iowa  from  the  Keystone  state  in  i860,  locat¬ 
ing  in  Story  county,  where  he  engaged  in  farming  and  followed  his  trade,  which 
was  that  of  a  cabinet-maker,  for  eight  years.  Coming  to  Polk  county  in  1868, 
he  settled  in  East  Des  Moines,  where  he  accepted  a  position  as  foreman  with 
the  Iowa  School  Furniture  Company,  continuing  to  be  identified  with  that  firm 
until  they  went  out  of  business.  Following  that  he  opened  a  grocery  store,  which 
was  one  of  the  first  established  on  the  east  side.  Being  elected  to  the  office  of 
city  treasurer  in  1883,  he  withdrew  from  commercial  pursuits,  and  following 
the  expiration  of  his  term  of  office  in  1887  he  engaged  in  the  real-estate  busi¬ 
ness,  in  which  he  has  ever  since  continued.  He  has  always  been  an  ardent 
republican  and  is  a  highly  respected  and  influential  citizen,  having  contributed 
much  during  the  forty-two  years  of  his  residence  in  East  Des  Moines  toward 
the  development  of  the  various  local  enterprises.  His  wife  passed  away  on  the 
22d  of  February,  1910. 

Being  but  a  child  of  two  years  when  his  parents  located  in  Des  Moines,  Dr. 
Shope  has  passed  almost  his  entire  life  in  the  city  where  he  now  resides  and  is 
widely  known.  After  leaving  the  high  school  he  took  a  commercial  course  in 
the  Iowa  Business  College,  but  having  decided  to  study  medicine  he  subsequently 
matriculated  at  Drake  University,  being  awarded  his  degree  with  the  class  of 
1894.  Being  most  ambitious  and  desiring  a  broader  knowledge  of  medicine  and 
a  better  understanding  of  some  forms  of  surgery  he  later  took  post-graduate 
work  under  the  most  eminent  members  of  the*  profession  in  both  New  York 
ana  Chicago.  After  the  completion  of  his  course  he  opened  an  office  in  East 
Des  Moines,  where  he  has  practiced  continuously  since.  A  pleasing  personality 
together  with  a  conscientious  and  painstaking  effort  to  alleviate  suffering  must 
ever  win  for  a  physician  a  strong  following,  but  when  these  qualities  are  sup¬ 
ported  by  skill  and  a  comprehensive  understanding  of  the  science  he  represents 
his  success  is  assured. 

Dr.  Shope  was  united  in  marriage  on  the  12th  of  June,  1900,  to  Miss  Mary 
Hast,  a  daughter  of  Louis  Hast,  one  of  the  old  and  highly  respected  citizens  of 
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East  Des  Moines.  Three  children  have  been  born  to  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Shope: 
Richard,  Ellen  and  Raymond. 

Fraternally  Dr.  Shope  affiliates  with  Home  Lodge,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  Capi¬ 
tal  Lodge,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  while  he  keeps  in  touch  with  the  members  of  his  profes¬ 
sion  through  the  medium  of  the  Polk  County  Medical  Society,  the  State  Medical 
Society  and  the  National  Medical  Association.  That  he  is  a  physician  of  recog¬ 
nized  merit  is  attested  by  the  fact  that  from  1900  to  1901  he  served  as  county 
physician,  and  on  the  1st  of  January,  1910,  he.  was.  again  made  the  incumbent 
of  that  office,  with  which  he  continues  to  be  identified. 


ELIAS  HEMMINGSON. 

Elias  Hemmingson,  an  industrious  and  successful  farmer  and  stock-raiser,  is* 
numbered  among  Polk  county’s  native  sons,  his  birth  occurring  in  Lincoln  town¬ 
ship  on  the  1  st  of  May,  1872.  His  parents  were  John  and  Elizabeth  (Houge) 
Hemmingson,  both  natives  of  Skaanevig,  Norway,  where  they  were  reared  and 
married.  They  came  to  America  in  the  ’50s,  locating  in  Polk  county,  Iowa,  and 
the  father  purchased  a  farm  of  sixty  acres  in  Lincoln  township,  to  the  develop¬ 
ment  of  which  he  at  once  bent  his  energies.  Later  he  purchased  another  tract 
of  eighty-five  acres,  adjoining  his  home  place.  On  that  farm  he  spent  the  re¬ 
mainder  of  his  days,  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits,  and  he  passed  away  on  the 
17th  of  May,  1889.  His  wife  still  survives  and  at  the  age  of  seventy-eight  years 

makes  her  home  in  Sioux  county,  Iowa. 

On  the  old  homestead  in  Polk  county  Elias  Hemmingson  was  reared  to  man¬ 
hood,  and  in  the  district  schools  he  acquired  his  education.  He  early  became 
familiar  with  the  best  methods  of  carrying  on  the  farm  work  and  remained  with 
his  parents  until  he  attained  man's  estate,  when  he  began  an  independent  career 
by  working  as  a  farm  hand  by  the  month.  He  was  thus  engaged  for  two  years, 
after  which  he  began  farming  on  his  own  account  on  a  rented  farm,  which  he 
operated  for  eight  years.  He  then  purchased  his  present  place  of  one  hundred 
and  twenty  acres  in  Elkhart  township,  which  he  has  greatly  improved  and  to 
the  development  of  which  he  has  since  given  his  attention.  He  has  labored  in¬ 
dustriously  to  bring  it  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation  and  in  its  neat  appearance 
the  place  gives  indication  of  his  careful  supervision,  his  practical  methods  and 
his  progressive  spirit.  In  his  barns  and  pastures  are  found  good  grades  of 
stock,  for  he  raises  about  sixty  head  of  hogs  annually  and  has  on  hand  fifteen 
head  of  cattle  and  seven  horses. 

On  the  23d  of  March,  1899,  Mr.  Hemmingson  was  married  to  Miss  Helen 
Lande,  who  is  a  daughter  of  Thor  and  Sarah  (Sydnes)  Lande,  natives  of  Fj eld- 
berg,  Sydnes,  Norway,  who  came  to  the  United  States  at  an  early  day.  Mr. 
Lande  located  in  Illinois  and  at  the  time  of  the  Civil  war  he  enlisted  for  service 
in  Company  E,  Ninety-first  Illinois  Volunteer  Infantry,  remaining  at  the  front 
through  the  entire  period  of  hostilities.  After  the  war  was  over  he  came  to 
Polk  county  and  was  married.  He  purchased  a  farm  in  Elkhart  township,  which 
he  improved  and  operated  for  several  years,  or  until  his  retirement  fiom  active 
life  in  1902,  when  he  removed  to  Huxley,  Iowa,  where  he  now  resides  in  the 
enjoyment  of  well  earned  rest.  His  wife  died  May  6,  1911.  Unto  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Hemmingson  has  been  born  one  daughter,  Elizabeth  K.,  aged  eleven  years, 
who  is  the  light  and  life  of  the  home. 

The  family  are  members  of  the  Lutheran  church  and  are  well  known 
throughout  the  community  in  which  they  reside,  commanding  the  respect  and 
regard  of  all  of  their  neighbors.  In  politics  Mr.  Hemmingson  is  a  republican  and 
is  now  serving  as  assessor  of  Elkhart  township.  He  has  also  acted  as  school 
director  of  this  township  for  several  years,  and  the  cause  of  education  finds  in 
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him  a  stalwart  champion.  In  all  of  his  relations  he  has  been  true  to  high  and 
honorable  principles  and  has  never  faltered  in  a  choice  between  right  and  wrong 
but  has  always  endeavored  to  follow  a  course  that  his  judgment  and  his  con¬ 
science  have  sanctioned.  His  life  has  therefore  been  well  spent  and  the  success 
which  he  is  today  enjoying  is  well  merited. 


THOMAS  ARISS. 

For  fifty-two  years  Thomas  Ariss  has  been  connected  with  the  shoe  manu¬ 
facturing  business  save  for  one  or  two  brief  intervals.  At  one  time  he  was 
part  owner  in  the  business  that  is  now  conducted  under  the  name  of  the  Carl 
Kahler  Shoe  Company  and  is  still  associated  with  that  house.  He  was  born 
#in  Wellington  county,  Canada,  June  23,  1842,  a  son  of  Benjamin  and  Sarah 
Ariss,  who  came  from  England  about  1810  and  settled  in  Wellington  county. 
The  father,  who  was  an  agriculturist,  gave  his  life  to  the  work  of  the  fields 
until  his  labors  were  ended  in  death  in  1848.  His  mother  continued  a  resident 
of  Wellington  county  until  called  to  her  final  rest  at  the  advanced  age  of  ninety- 
two  years. 

Thomas  Ariss  was  educated  in  the  country  schools  and  remained  upon  the 
home  farm  until  seventeen  years  of  age,  when  he  began  learning  the  shoemaker’s 
,  trade,  which  he  followed  in  his  native  county  for  three  years.  At  the  age  of 
twenty  he  crossed  the  border  into  the  United  States  and  settled  at  Des  Moines, 
Iowa,  where  he  has  now  resided  continuously  since  1863,  save  for  a  period  of 
about  three  and  a  half  years  spent  in  Victoria,  British  Columbia.  After  coming 
to  this  city  he  worked  for  Foster  &  Towns  in  the  shoe  business  and  later,  after 
spending  a  year  in  Canada,  he  returned  to  this  city  and  for  six  months,  in  1865, 
was  with  C.  Corning.  He  next  entered  the  employ  of  Merrill  &  Keeny,  cabinet¬ 
makers,  with  whom  he  continued  for  three  and  a  half  years,  and  subsequently 
was  with  the  Heath  Planing  Mill  for  a  short  time.  Later  he  entered  the  service 
of  Charles  L.  Kahler,  with  whom  he  formed  a  partnership  three  years  later, 
the  business  being  conducted  under  this  company  relationship  until  the  death 
of  Mr.  Kahler  in  1897.  He  then  sold  his  interest  in  the  business  to  Carl  Kahler, 
a  son  of  his  former  partner,  and  accepted  a  position  in  the  store,  where  he  has 
since  remained.  He  has  thus  been  engaged  in  the  shoe  business  for  fifty-two 
years  of  his  life  with  the  exception  of  two  or  three  short  periods. 

Mr.  Ariss  has  been  married  twice.  In  1870  he  wedded  Miss  Lottie  Case, 
who  died  eighteen  months  later.  In  1881  he  was  again  married,  his  second 
union  being  with  Miss  M.  A.  Bryan,  a  daughter  of  Mrs.  Catharine  Bryan,  of 
Warren  county,  Iowa,  who  came  to  this  state  in  1849  and  was  here  identified 
with  agricultural  pursuits.  Mr.  Ariss  is  a  member  of  Capital  Lodge,  No.  no, 
A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  also  of  the  Odd  Fellows  society.  He  is  one  of  Des  Moines’ 
early  settlers  and  is  a  gentleman  of  the  old  school,  affable  and  courteous  and 
sixty-nine  years  young. 


E.  C.  STANLEY,  M.  D. 

Most  fortunate  is  he  who,  in  the  choice  of  a  vocation,  decides  upon  one 
to  which  he  is  naturally  adapted.  That  Dr.  Stanley  should  be  classed  among 
such  is  indicated  by  his  success  as  a  medical  practitioner.  He  was  born  in 
Missouri  on  the  21st  of  March,  1874,  a  son  of  D.  T.  and  Mary  (Bristow) 
Stanley,  the  mother  also  a  native  of  Missouri.  The  father,  who  was  at  one 
time  quite  a  prominent  educator,  went  to  Oregon,  in  1872  and  founded  the 
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State  Normal  School,  of  which  he  was  president.  He  was  unusually  successful 
in  his  profession  but  withdrew  from  it  some  years  ago  to  engage  in  mercantile 
pursuits,  with  which  he  continues  to  be  identified  in  Missouri. 

Dr.  Stanley  obtained  his  preliminary  education  in  the  common  schools  and 
was  graduated  from  the  high  school  of  San  Francisco.  Following  this  he  was 
sent  to  the  Young  Men’s  College  of  New  York  city,  by  which  institution  he  was 
awarded  a  degree  in  1896.  Returning  to  the  west,  he  matriculated  in  the  medical 
department  of  Drake  University,  where  he  remained  four  years.  Later  de¬ 
siring  a  broader  and  more  comprehensive  knowledge  of  both  medicine  and  sur¬ 
gery,  he  pursued  a  post-graduate  course  at  the  Chicago  Polyclinic  for  two  years. 
Feeling,  at  the  expiration  of  that  period,  that  he  possessed  a  sufficient  under¬ 
standing  of  both  the  theory  and  practice  of  his  chosen  profession  to  establish 
an  office  he  went  to  Hardin  county,  Iowa,  where  he  remained  for  two  years.  He 
removed  to  Marshall  county  in  1908,  where  he  received  the  appointment  of 
county  physician,  which  office  he  continued  to  fill  until  he  came  to  Des  Moines  in 
1909.  Since  locating  here  he  has  rapidly  won  recognition  as  a  practitioner  of 
ability  and  more  than  usual  skill.  His  excellent  and  thorough  preparation  to¬ 
gether  with  his  keen  powers  of  deduction  have  united  in  making  him  a  diag¬ 
nostician  of  more  than  average  efficiency,  while  his  acute  sense  of  touch,  steady 
nerve  and  dexterous  hand  promise  much  for  his  future  in  the  field  of  surgery. 

In  March,  1903,  Dr.  Stanley  married  Miss  Mattie  Hitchcock,  a  native  of 
Illinois,  and  to  them  has  been  born  one  son :  Martin  Mapes,  whose  birth  occurred 
on  the  17th  of  January,  1905. 

Dr.  Stanley  keeps  up  his  relations  with  the  members  of  his  profession  through 
the  medium  of  the  county,  state  and  national  medical  associations.  During  the 
brief  period  of  his  residence  in  Des  Moines  he  has  won  the  friendship  of  some 
of  the  most  substantial  citizens,  who  regard  his  future  to  be  most  promising. 


TRUMAN  JONES. 

Among  those  who  have  largely  contributed  to  the  agricultural  development 
of  Polk  county  must  be  included  Truman  Jones,  who  owns  and  operates  an  ex¬ 
cellent  farm  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  in  Bloomfield  township.  A  native 
of  Indiana,  his  birth  occurred  in  Washington  county  on  the  31st  of  March,  1855, 
his  parents  being  Benjamin  T.  and  Lucinda  (Hagan)  Jones,  natives  of  Maryland 
and  Kentucky  respectively.  The  family  came  to  Iowa  in  September,  1856,  locat¬ 
ing  in  Des  Moines,  where  the  father  followed  his  trade,  which  was  that  of 
cooper,  until  the  breaking  out  of  the  Civil  war.  Following  this  he  was  appointed 
deputy  provost  marshal,  the  duties  of  which  position  he  discharged  until  1867, 
when  he  came  to  Bloomfield  township,  having  previously  bought  a  farm  of  eighty 
acres,  which  he  began  to  cultivate.  Here  he  continued  to  reside  until  he  passed 
away  in  1893,  having  survived  his  wife  thirteen  years,  her  demise  occurring  in 
1880. 

The  boyhood  and  youth  of  Truman  Jones  were  spent  in  the  unvaried  routine 
which  characterizes  life  in  the  rural  districts.  He  attended  the  district  schools 
of  Bloomfield  township,  where  he  acquired  his  preliminary  education,  which  was 
later  supplemented  by  a  course  at  the  Baptist  College,  now  known  as  the  Des 
Moines  College.  Returning  home,  he  assisted  his  father  in  the  cultivation  of  the 
farm  until  he  was  twenty-three  years  of  age,  at  which  time  he  began  farming  for 
himself  by  renting  eighty  acres  of  land,  which  he  cultivated  for  one  year,  and 
then  leased  a  larger  place.  For  nine  years  he  farmed  as  a  renter  then  bought 
eighty  acres  in  Bloomfield  township,  which  he  cultivated  for  fifteen  years  and 
during  that  period  he  efifected  many  improvements,  greatly  adding  thereby  to  the 
value  of  the  property.  He  then  sold  the  place  and  bought  his  present  farm,  which 
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at  the  time  was  badly  run  down,  having  been  neglected  for  many  years.  Prac¬ 
tically  all  of  the  improvements  now  upon  the  land  have  been  added  by  Mr.  Jones, 
who  has  erected  new  buildings,  constructed  substantial  fences  and  brought  the 
fields  to  a  high  state  of  cultivation.  He  is  devoting  the  greater  part  of  his  time 
and  energies  to  the  development  of  his  dairy.  He  keeps  thirty-two*  head  of  cattle 
and  sixteen  head  of  horses,  all  of  which  are  of  a  good  breed  and  are  well  cared 
for. 

Mr.  Jones  married  Miss  Linnie  E.  Filson,  a  daughter  of  Laurence  T.  and 
Martha  J.  (Buzick)  Filson,  the  father  a  native  of  Kentucky  and  the  mother  of 
Ohio.  The  family  came  to  Iowa  in  1849,  locating  in  Polk  county,  where  the 
father  worked  at  the  carpenter’s  trade,  which  in  winter  was  superseded  by  trap¬ 
ping.  He  followed  his  trade  in  Polk  county  for  twelve  years,  during  which  time 
he  assisted  in  the  construction  of  the  first  frame  house  in  Des  Moines.  At  the 
expiration  of  that  time  he  removed  to  a  farm  he  had  bought  in  Saylor  township 
but  after  cultivating  it  for  two  years  he  again  returned  to  Des  Moines  and  re¬ 
sumed  carpentering.  In  1864  he  purchased  a  quarter  section  in  Bloomfield 
township,  upon  which  he  continued  to  reside  until  his  demise  on  the  6th  of  April, 
1897.  He  went  to  the  front  during  the  Mexican  war  and  sustained  wounds  from 
which  he  never  fully  recovered,  suffering  from  them  at  times  during  the  remain¬ 
der  of  his  life.  During  his  early  manhood  Mr.  Filson  made  the  trip  across  the 
plains  to  Oregon  but  the  country  at  that  period  was  not  sufficiently  attractive  for 
him  to  become  a  permanent  settler.  Mrs.  Filson  survived  her  husband  three 
years,  passing  away  on  the  30th  of  June,  1900.  Seven  children  were  born  unto 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jones:  Benjamin,  living  at  home;  Milton  J.,  also  at  home;  Mabel, 
who  married  Charles  Rummans  and  lives  in  Des  Moines ;  Bruce  E.,  who  is  mar¬ 
ried  and  resides  in  Warren  county;  and  Laura  M.,  Beulah  B.  and  Orville  E., 
all  of  whom  are  at  home. 

The  family  affiliate  with  the  Christian  church  and  fraternally  Mr.  Jones  is 
identified  with  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America.  In  matters  politic  his  views 
conform  to  those  of  the  republican  party,  for  whose  candidates  he  always  casts 
his  ballot.  At  all  times  helpfully  active  in  local  affairs  of  a  governmental  nature 
he  has  served  as  assessor  in  his  township  as  well  as  school  director  and  for  one 
year  was  deputy  sheriff.  Mr.  Jones  has  met  with  reasonable  success  in  his  var¬ 
ious  undertakings  and  in  addition  to  his  farm  owns  forty  acres  of  the  old  home¬ 
stead,  which  is  just  without  the  corporate  limits  of  Des  Moines,  and  a  residence 
lot  in  the  city. 


GEORGE  WAMB ACH. 

George  Wambach,  a  son  of  G.  and  Louisa  (Kocher)  Wambach,  was  born 
April  13,  1853,  M  Niederbroom,  Alsace,  which  was  then  a  province  of  France, 
but  in  1871,  following  the  Franco-Prussian  war,  was  ceded  to  Germany.  When 
his  native  province  was  annexed  to  Germany,  George  Wambach  was  a  young 
man,  not  yet  old  enough  for  military  service  and  was  therefore  granted  the  right 
to  adopt  citizenship  in  any  country  that  he  might  choose.  To  remain  in  Alsace 
meant  to  become  a  German  subject  and  render  him  liable  for  military  duty.  Hav¬ 
ing  dislike  for  army  service  he  left  that  country  and  came  to  the  United  States 
in  1872,  settling  in  Buffalo,  New  York.  There  he  engaged  in  merchandising  and 
all  his  leisure  time  was  devoted  to  reading  and  study,  thus  largely  supplementing 
his  early  education,  which  had  been  acquired  in  the  schools  of  France.  As  his 
knowledge  broadened  there  awakened  in  him  a  desire  to  study  law,  to  which 
task  he  devoted  himself  for  some  years  thereafter. 

In  1875,  in  Buffalo,  New  York,  Mr.  Wambach  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Miss  Mina  Grapenthin,  a  native  of  Prussia,  Germany,  who  came  to  this  country 
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in  1870  and  settled  in  Buffalo.  By  their  union  there  were  born  four  children, 
three  of  whom  died  in  infancy,  the  surviving  son  being  Albert  G.  Wambach,  who 
is  living  in  Nebraska,  where  he  is  engaged  in  the  insurance  and  real-estate 
business. 

In  1879  George  Wambach  left  Buffalo  for  the  west  and  settled  in  Webster 
City,  Iowa,  where  he  became  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business  but  remained  in 
that  line  only  for  a  short  time.  He  found  the  venture  not  to  his  liking  because 
of  his  strong  desire  to  take  up  the  study  of  law.  In  consequence  he  gave  up  mer¬ 
cantile  pursuits  and  entered  the  law  office  of  the  late  Judge  N.  B.  Hyatt,  who 
directed  his  reading  and  study  until  the  year  1885,  when  he  was  admitted  to 
practice.  Immediately  thereafter  he  opened  an  office  and  continued  alone  for 
about  a  year,  when  he  formed  a  partnership  with  the  Hon.  Wesley  Martin,  of 
Webster  City.  In  1891  he  withdrew  from  the  partnership  and  entered  into  prac¬ 
tice  in  Webster  City  own  his  own  account,  remaining  an  active  member  of  the  bar 
there  until  the  year  1899,  when  he  opened  an  office  in  Des  Moines.  Here  he  has 
continuously  followed  his  profession,  devoting  his  attention  largely  to  practice  in 
the  field  of  corporation  and  mercantile  law.  He  is  accorded  an  extensive  client¬ 
age  both  in  Des  Moines  and  Webster  City  and  his  work  is  bringing  good  sub¬ 
stantial  returns  in  addition  to  a  well  earned  reputation.  During  the  past  eight 
years  he  has  been  employed  on  a  number  of  cases  involving  property  rights  of 
Americans  in  Mexico  and  in  this  way  acquired  some  knowledge  of  Mexican  law. 
He  has  been  engaged  in  a  number  of  important  matters  and  acquired  concessions 
from  the  Mexican  government  and  is  now  interested  in  real  estate  and  mining  in 
Mexico. 

While  living  in  Webster  City  Mr.  Wambach  filled  the  office  of  city  attorney 
for  several  terms  and  was  also  a  member  of  the  city  council  and  of  the  school 
board.  Fraternally  he  is  a  Mason,  belonging  to  nearly  all  of  the  Masonic  bodies, 
and  is  also  a  member  of  the  Mystic  Shrine.  Politically  he  affiliates  with  the 
republican  party. 


RALPH  A.  CLARK. 


Among  the  enterprising  and  progressive  citizens  of  Elkhart  must  be  num¬ 
bered  Ralph  A.  Clark,  one  of  the  founders  and  cashier  of  the  Corn  Exchange 
Savings  Bank.  He  was  born  in  Webster  City,  Iowa,  on  the  25th  of  February, 
1878,  a  son  of  Frank  A.  and  Ella  A.  (Beauchaine)  Clark,  the  father  a  native  of 
Maine  and  the  mother  of  Canada.  Frank  A.  Clark  enlisted  as  lieutenant  in  the 
First  Maine  Heavy  Artillery  and  served  all  through  the  Civil  war.  After  re¬ 
ceiving  his  discharge  he  removed  to  Iowa,  locating  in  Hamilton  county,  where 
he  purchased  a  farm,  which  he  set  about  improving,  continuing  its  operation  un¬ 
til  1881,  when  he  removed  to  Washington,  D.  C.,  to  take  a  position  in  the  treasury 
department.  He  continued  in  that  position  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in 
1903.  His  wife  had  passed  away  in  1887. 

Ralph  A.  Clark  was  reared  and  educated  in  Webster  City,  Iowa,  and  Wash¬ 
ington,  D.  C.  After  finishing  the  public  school  course  he  attended  Drake  Uni¬ 
versity  for  a  time  and  the  Columbian  University  at  Washington.  Upon  the  com¬ 
pletion  of  his  education  he  entered  the  treasury  department,  where  he  remained 
for  four  years.  At  the  expiration  of  that  period  he  returned  to  Iowa  and  lo¬ 
cated  at  Coon  Rapids,  Carroll  county,  where  he  engaged  in  the  practice  of  law 
for  two  years.  In  1903  he  came  to  Elkhart  and  opened  a  private  bank,  called 
the  Corn  Exchange  Bank,  which  was  reorganized  in  1909  and  now  operates  under 
the  title  of  Corn  Exchange  Savings  Bank.  Mr.  Clark  is  the  cashier,  John  Abuhl, 
president,  and  L.  R.  Henderson  vice  president.  They  are  known  to  be  thoroughly 
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reliable  and  trustworthy  men  and  enjoy  the  confidence  of  the  entire  community 
and  as  a  result  the  bank  has  a  fine  patronage. 

In  1903  Mr.  Clark  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Bethenia  McKirfstry  on 
the  1 6th  of  June.  Mrs.  Clark  is.  a  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Meriam  (Bailey) 
McKinstry,  natives  of  Illinois.  Her  father,  who  was  a  farmer,  passed  away  in 
1885  at  the  age  of  twenty-two  years,  but  Mrs.  McKinstry  survived  until  1903. 
Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Clark  have  been  born  two  children :  Atherton  G.,  who  died 
in  1906;  and  Thomas  M.,  who  is  now  one  year  of  age.  Mrs.  Clark  has  always 
been  closely  associated  with  her  husband  in  his  business  life  and  is  now  acting 
as  his  assistant. 

Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Clark  are  members  of  the  Christian  church,  and  frater¬ 
nally  he  is  identified  with  the  Masonic  order,  being  a  member  of  Coon  Rapids 
Lodge,  No.  197,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  he  is  also  affiliated  with  the  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows  of  that  town  and  the  Loyal  Legion  of  Des  Moines.  His 
political  support  is  given  the  republican  party  and  he  always  takes  an  active  and 
helpful  interest  in  public  affairs.  He  is  now  township  clerk  of  Elkhart,  while  'for 
two  terms  he  served  as  mayor  of  the  village,  and  since  1906  he  has  been  post¬ 
master.  Mr.  Clark  has  met  with  success  in  his  business  ventures  and  in  addition 
to  his  interests  in  Elkhart  he  owns  stock  in  the  Cunningham  Glove  Company,  of 
Des  Moines.  The  possessor  of  a  pleasing  personality  and  gracious  manner  he 
is  well  adapted  to  the  position  which  he  is  so  capably  filling. 


ARTHUR  A.  GEIL. 

Arthur  A.  Geil,  who  owns  a  well  cultivated  farm  of  eighty  acres  in  Bloom¬ 
field  township,  is  a  native  of  Polk  county,  having  been  born  in  the  township 
where  he  now  resides  on  the  25th  of  March,  1875,  his  parents  being  Joseph  and 
Mary  C.  (Graham)  Geil,  natives  of  Ohio,  from  which  state  they  came  to  Iowa, 
locating  in  Polk  county  about  1862.  Here  they  rented  a  farm,  which  they  culti¬ 
vated  for  two  years  and  then  bought  eighty  acres  in  Bloomfield  township.  They 
lived  upon  the  latter  place  until  1883,  at  which  time  they  sold  and  bought  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  elsewhere  in  the  same  township,  upon  which  the  mother 
continues  to  reside.  During  the  long  period  of  their  occupancy  many  improve¬ 
ments  have  been  effected.  A  new  residence,  barns  and  outbuildings  have  been 
erected  and  substantial  fences  constructed  besides  the  innumerable  little  things 
which,  although  they  seem  insignificant  in  themselves,  add  not  only  to  the  ap¬ 
pearance  but  to  the  value  of  property. 

Arthur  A.  Geil’s  boyhood  and  youth  was  as  uneventful  as  that  of  the  ma¬ 
jority  of  boys  who  are  reared  in  the  rural  districts.  He  attended  the  district 
schools  and  on  laying  aside  his  text-books  he  assisted  his  father  in  the  cultivation 
of  the  home  farm.  He  remained  a  member  of  the  paternal  household  until  he 
had  attained  his  majority,  when  he  rented  land  and  began  farming  for  himself. 
He  continued  this  for  eight  years,  during  which  period  he  accumulated  sufficient 
capital  to  enable  him  to  buy  eighty  acres  adjoining  his  father’s  first  farm,  upon 
vvhich  he  is  now  living.  Although  engaged  in  general  farming  Mr.  Geil  devotes 
a  great  deal  of  attention  to  stock-raising  keeping  eleven  head  of  horses  and  plac¬ 
ing  about  forty  hogs  on  the  market  each  year.  During  the  season  he  also  runs 
a  threshing  machine,  which  in  addition  to  the  direction  of  his  own  farm  keeps 
him  quite  busily  engaged.  Since  purchasing  his'  homestead  he  has  wrought  many 
improvements,  having  remodeled  the  house,  erected  new  outbuildings  and  built 
substantial  fences,  all  of  which  have  greatly  increased  the  value  of  his  place. 

On  the  2 1st  of  September,  1898,  Mr.  Geil  and  Miss  Grace  Boyd  were  united 
in  marriage.  Mrs.  Geil  is  a  daughter  of  John  and  Phoebe  (Hoarel  Boyd,  na¬ 
tives  of  New  York,  who  came  to  Iowa  in  pioneer  days  and  located  in  Polk  county, 
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where  they  engaged  in  farming  until  the  father’s  demise  on  the  3d  of  July,  1905. 
The  mother  is  still  living  and  makes  her  home  in  Des  Moines.  Five  children 
have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Geil,  as  follows :  Eva  M.,  now  eight  years  of 
age ;  Robert  T.,  who  is  six ;  Lelia  C.  and  Lola  P.,  twins,  who  are  four  years  old ; 
and  Francis  S.,  who  is  just  entering  his  second  year. 

The  family  attend  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  in  which  the  parents  hold 
membership.  Fraternally  Mr.  Geil  is  identified  with  the  Independent  Order  of 
Odd  Fellows  and  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America,  while  his  political  affiliation 
is  with  the  republican  party.  He  never  participates  in  governmental  affairs 
however,  preferring  to  give  his  time  and  attention  to  the  direction  of  his  private 
interests. 


CLIFFORD  S.  MARQUIS. 

Clifford  S.  Marquis,  the  founder  of  the  village  bearing  his  name  in  Polk 
county  as  well  as  a  progressive  and  successful  agriculturist  in  Saylor  township, 
is  a  native  son  of  this  county,  born  on  the  26th  of  August,  1880,  his  parents  being 
Richard  W.  and  Mary  F.  (Thompson)  Marquis.  The  father  was  born  in  Somer¬ 
setshire,  England,  October,  1830  and  was  reared  to  manhood  in  the  village  of 
Rimpton,  acquiring  his  education  in  private  schools.  When  he  had  reached  the 
age  of  fourteen  years  he  decided  upon  the  vocation  of  milling  for  his  life  work 
and  accordingly  was  apprenticed  to  that  trade  for  seven  years,  at  the  end  of  which 
period  he  was  discharged  as  an  expert  workman.  In  1852  he  came  to  the  United 
States  to  visit  relatives  residing  in  Ohio  and  prolonged  his  stay  until  he  aban¬ 
doned  all  idea  of  returning  to  the  mother  country.  He  accepted  a  position  which 
gave  him  the  supervision  and  management  of  the  Bay  City  Mills  at  Sandusky, 
Ohio,  and  there  he  remained  four  years,  during  which  time  he  was  married.  Mr. 
Marquis  was  very  successful  in  his  business  and  acquired  extensive  farm  lands 
in  Iowa,  in  the  interest  of  which  he  took  up  his  residence  in  this  state  in  1870, 
continuing  to  live  here  during  the  remainder  of  his  life.  He  was  twice  married, 
the  first  time  on  the  13th  of  October,  1855,  to  Miss  Jerene  A.  Jones,  and  to  them 
were  born  three  children :  Earl  L.,  W.  C.  and  Sherman  G.  W.  C.  became  a 
traveling  salesman  but  has  since  been  admitted  to  the  bar  and  is  practicing  in 
Des  Moines.  The  other  two  died  when  quite  young.  The  mother  of  these  chil¬ 
dren  passed  away  about  ten  years  after  their  marriage  and  on  the  17th  of  Feb¬ 
ruary,  1867,  Mr.  Marquis  married  Miss  Mary  F.  Thompson,  a  native  of  Ohio. 
They  became  the  parents  of  four  children :  Hayden,  the  eldest,  has  never  mar¬ 
ried  and  makes  his  home  in  Des  Moines.  Alice  Jerene  is  the  wife  of  De  Forest 
Bowman,  of  Des  Moines,  and  they  have  one  child.  Grace  married  Howard  M. 
Jones,  of  Des  Moines,  and  has  become  the  mother  of  three  children.  Clifford  S., 
our  subject,  is  the  youngest  member  of  the  family.  In  1870,  about  three  years 

I  after  his  second  marriage,  the  father  removed  with  his  family  to  Des  Moines, 
where  he  engaged  in  the  real-estate  business.  He  continued  to  reside  here  dur¬ 
ing  the  latter  years  of  his  life  and  passed  away  on  the  15th  of  February,  1909, 
at  the  age  of  seventy-nine.  His  second  wife  died  in  1892. 

Clifford  S.  Marquis  obtained  his  early  education  in  the  public  schools,  which 
was  supplemented  by  five  months  in  the  Des  Moines  Business  College.  While  a 
youth  he  entered  his  father’s  real-estate  office,  where  he  was  employed  for  nine 
years,  during  which  period  he  thoroughly  familiarized  himself  with  every  phase 
of  the  business.  He  was  married  at  the  age  of  twenty-nine  years  and  imme¬ 
diately  following  that  event  removed  to  the  farm  on  section  13,  Saylor  township, 
which  had  been  presented  to  him  by  his  father  and  where  he  has  ever  since  re¬ 
sided.  He  has  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land,  which  under  most  excellent 
and  capable  supervision  is  utilized  for  general  farming  along  thoroughly  ap- 
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proved  and  modern  methods.  In  addition  to  his  agricultural  pursuits  Mr.  Mar¬ 
quis  still  devotes  considerable  time  to  his  real-estate  business,  dealing  extensively 
in  South  Dakota,  Nebraska  and  Kansas  farm  lands  as  well  as  Des  Moines  city 
property.  He  is  a  man  of  more  than  average  initiative  and  business  acumen  and 
sometime  ago  recognized  the  need  of  a  village  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  his 
farm  and  accordingly  platted  twenty  acres  of  his  land..  There  he  erected  forty 
cottages,  which  he  rents  to  the  coal  miners,  and  established  a  general  store,  the 
lOvvn  being  now  known  as  Marquisville. 

On  the  1 8th  of  August,  1909,  Mr.  Marquis  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Golden  Stanley,  a  daughter  of  E.  S.  and  Harriet  (Hayes)  Stanley.  She  is  the 
youngest  member  of  a  family  of  five  children,  her  birth  having  occurred  on  the 
8th  of  October,  1888. 

Both  Air.  and  Mrs.  Marquis  worship  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  denomina¬ 
tion  and  hold  membership  in  the  First  Church  of  Des  Moines.  Hisi  fraternal 
relations  are  confined  to  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  his  local  identification  being 
with  the  Des  Moines  Lodge,  No.  68.  Ever  since  attaining  his  majority  at  all 
state  and  national  elections  Mr.  Marquis  has  always  voted  the  straight  republi¬ 
can  ticket,  but  in  municipal  government  he  feels  that  it  is  a  question  of  the  man 
best  adapted  to  subserve  the  interests  of  the  community  at  large  and  not  a  matter 
of  political  platform  or  party  fealty,  so  reserves  the  right  to  vote  in  accordance 
with  his  best  judgment.  He  is  yet  a  young  man,  having  but  passed  the  thirty- 
first  anniversary  of  his  birth,  but  if  he  forges  ahead  during  the  next  twenty 
years  as  he  has  in  the  past  ten,  one  can  reasonably  prophesy  for  him  the  attain¬ 
ment  of  the  heights  to  which  all  aspire  and  which  is  the  reward  of  well  directed 
and  painstaking  effort,  as  well  as  the  recognition  and  adaptation  of  opportunity. 


GEORGE  A.  BUTCHER. 

With  the  upbuilding  and  development  of  Des  Moines  George  A.  Butcher 
has  been  prominently  identified  since  starting  out  in  life  for  himself  and  is  today 
recognized  as  one  of  the  most  prominent  contractors  and  builders  of  the  city. 
A  native  of  Iowa,  he  was  born  in  Dubuque,  on  the  3d  of  November,  1869,  and 
is  a  son  of  Charles  and  Mary  (Beal)  Butcher,  both  of  whom  were  born  in  Eng¬ 
land,  the  former  in  Norfolk  and  the  latter  in  Huntingdonshire.  The  parents 
were  married  prior  to  their  emigration  to  America  in  1869  and  on  reaching 
this  county  settled  in  Dubuque,  Iowa,  where  they  made  their  home  for  three 
years.  During  his  youth  the  father  had  learned  the  bricklayer’s  trade  in  Eng¬ 
land  and  after  becoming  a  resident  of  the  United  States  continued  to  follow 
that  occupation  and  was  instrumental  in  the  erection  of  some  of  the  most  notable 
buildings  in  Iowa,  particularly  in  Des  Moines,  to  which  city  he  removed  in 
1872.  He  had  charge  of  parts  of  the  brick  work  on  the  state  capitol  and  was 
one  of  the  last  men  to  work  on  that  magnificent  structure.  After  a  useful  and 
well  spent  life  he  passed  away  in  Des  Aloines,  February  17,  1891. 

George  A.  Butcher  was  about  three  years  of  age  when  brought  by  his  parents 
to  Des  Aloines  and  in  the  public  schools  of  this  city  he  acquired  the  greater  part 
of  his  education,  where  he  also  pursued  a  commercial  course  and  was  graduated. 
He  began  his  business  career  as  a  bricklayer  in  the  employ  of  his  father,  serving 
his  apprenticeship.  He  then  established  the  firm  of  Butcher  &  Storey  Contracting 
&  Construction  Company,  with  which  he  remained  for  ten  years.  He  then 
bought  the  business  on  his  own  account  under  the  name  of  the  George  A. 
Butcher  Contracting  &  Construction  Company,  at  No.  529  East  Walnut  street. 
Since  that  time  he  "has  received  many  important  contracts  and  erected  a  number 
of  the  principal  buildings  in  Des  Aloines,  such  as  the  Rock  Island  depot,  the 
Grant  Park  school,  Chesterfield  school  and  Park  avenue  school.  He  has  al- 
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ways  been  found  true  to  the  terms  of  every  contract,  his  work  has  always  been 
of  the  best  and  he  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  leading  men  in  his  line  in  the  city 
today.  J 

On  the  3d  of  May,  1891,  was  celebrated  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Butcher  and 
Miss  Effie  Turbett,  and  to  them  have  been  born  four  children,  namely:  Georgia 
May  Sanburg ;  Charles  A.,  who  is  attending  the  Ames  College,  taking  a  course 
in  electrical  engineering;  Everett  L.,  who  is  pursuing  a  business  course  in  the 
high  school ;  and  Floy  L.,  attending  the  Longfellow  school. 

Fraternally  Mr.  Butcher  is  a  prominent  member  of  Capital  Lodge,  No.  106, 
I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  also  the  Rebekahs.  He  belongs  to  the  Elks  Lodge,  No.  98,  the 
Modern  Woodmen  of  America,  No.  3134,  Capital  City  Encampment,  No. 
*65?  and  Myrtle-Capital  Lodge,  K.  of  P.  He  is  also  connected  with  the  Brit¬ 
ish- American  Society  and  the  National  Builders  Association.  He  has  firm 
faith  in  the  future  of  Des  Moines,  as  is  evidenced  by  his  investment  in  real 
estate,  and  today  he  has  considerable  property  in  the  city.  He  is  fond  of  out¬ 
door  life  and  as  opportunity  presents  itself  devotes  his  leisure  time  to  hunting 
and  fishing. 


CHARLES  W.  BURT,  M.  D. 


Dr.  Charles  W.  Burt,  a  popular  and  well  known  member  of  the  medical 
profession  in  Valley  Junction,  having  been  engaged  in  practice  here  for  the  past 

I  ten  years,  was  born  in  Dallas  county,  Iowa,  on  the  2 d  of  February,  1874.  His 
parents  weie  Calvin  W.  and  Francis  (Boone)  Burt,  natives  of  New  York  and 
Indiana  respectively.  They  came  to  Iowa  and  located  in  Des  Moines  in  1851. 
The  father  was  a  well  known  contractor  and  during  the  period  of  his  residence 
in  Des  Moines  erected  many  of  the  public  buildings  as  well  as  many  of  the 
private  residences.  He  gave  up  contracting,  however,  to  engage  in  agricultural 
pursuits  and  in  1884  he  bought  a  section  of  land  on  the  edge  of  Dallas  county, 
which  he  continued  to  cultivate  until  he  retired  and  removed  to  Valley  Junc¬ 
tion,  where  he  now  resides. 

It  was  in  the  district  schools  in  the  vicinity  of  Booneville  that  Dr.  Charles  W* 
Burt  acquired  his  early  education.  At  the  age  of  fifteen  years  he  entered  the 
high  school  at  Des  Moines  and  after  two  years  study  there  enrolled  at  Drake 
University  and  for  six  years  was  a  student  in  the  latter  institution,  graduating 
with  the  class  of  1896.  The  following  year  he  took  a  post-graduate  course  at 
the  University  of  Illinois  and  at  the  expiration  of  that  period  accepted  a  position 
as  instructor  in  his  alma  mater,  which  he  filled  for  one  year.  During  that  time 
he  received  his  Master’s  degree.  In  the  fall  of  1899  matriculated  in  the 
medical  department  of  the  University  of  Illinois  and  on  the  28th  of  May,  1901, 
was  awarded  the  degree  of  M.  D.  On  the  1st  of  the  following  September  he  lo¬ 
cated  in  Valley  Junction,  Iowa,  and  began  the  practice  of  medicine.  He  has 
met  with  more  than  average  success  in  his  work  and  has  a  large  and  constantly 
growing  practice.  He  is  a  man  of  scholarly  instincts  and  tastes,  progressive  in 
his  ideas  and  at  all  times  endeavoring  to  improve  the  standard  of  his  profession. 
He  keeps  in  close  touch  with  the  development  of  the  science  by  means  of  var¬ 
ious  journals  and  publications  issued  for  that  purpose,  and  while  he  does  not  too 
readily  adopt  every  new  theory  advanced  in  the  treatment  of  disease,  at  the 
same  time  he  is  not  overly  cautious  or  conservative  in  the  acceptance  of  methods, 
the  efficacy  of  which  he  feels  has  been  thoroughly  tested  and  established.  His 
personality,  skill  as  a  diagnostician  and  conscientious  devotion  to  his  patients 
have  all  combined  to  make  him  a  credit  to  his  profession. 

On  the  28th  of  November,  1903,  Dr.  Burt  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Jennie  M.  Barr,  a  daughter  of  David  and  Amanda  (Lafferty)  Barr,  natives  of 
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Ohio  but  long  residents  of  Iowa.  One  little  daughter,  Pearl  Auline,  now  a  most 
interesting  child  of  three  years,  has  been  born  unto  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Burt. 

They  affiliate  with  the  Church  of  Christ  and  fraternally  he  is  connected  with 
the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  the  Modern  Woodmen.  He  keeps  in  touch  with  the 
members  of  his  profession  through  his  identification  with  the  Des  Moines  Patho¬ 
logical  Society,  Polk  County  Medical  Society  and  the  American  Medical  As¬ 
sociation.  Ever  since  attaining  his  majority  Dr.  Burt  has  given  his  support  to 
the  republican  party  and  he  is  now  a  strong  advocate  of  the  policy  of  the  prog¬ 
ressive  members  of  that  body.  He  has  never  been  conspicuously  active  in  muni¬ 
cipal  politics,  not  aspiring  to  public  office,  but  at  the  same  time  he  always  dis¬ 
charges  his  obligation  as  a  citizen  by  casting  a  ballot  at  each  election  for  the 
candidates  of  the  party  of  his  choice.  Both  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Burt  have  many 
friends  in  Valley  Junction  and  take  a  prominent  part  in  the  social  life  of  the 

community. 


ANDREW  NELSON. 

No  farmer  in  Polk  county  has  achieved  greater  success  in  agricultural  pur¬ 
suits  than  has  Andrew  Nelson,  whose  attractive  homestead  lies  in  Elkhart  town¬ 
ship  and  is  one  of  the  finest  in  the  county.  He  belongs  to  that  valuable  class 
of  citizens  which  Norwav  has  furnished  to  the  new  world  and  which  has  brought 
with  it  from  the  old  country  the  unremitting  energy  and  perseverance  character¬ 
istic  of  that  nation.  His  birth  occurred  on  the  20th  of  November,  1842,  a 
son  of  Shure  and  Jane  (Hougen)  Nelson,  also  natives  of  Norway,  the  former 
having  been  born  at  Svelland.  The  father  came  with  his  family  to  the  United 
States  in  1848,  locating  in  Grundy  county,  Illinois.  There  he  purchased  a  farm, 
to  the  cultivation  of  which  he  devoted  his  energies  until  1854*  when  he  sold  the 
property  and  removed  to  Kendall  county,  where  he  invested  in  another  tract, 
which  he  also  improved  and  cultivated.  That  farm  remained  his  home  through¬ 
out  his  remaining  days,  and  there  he  and  his  wife  both  passed  away,  in  No¬ 
vember,  1864,  their  deaths  occurring  but  a  week  apart.  The  grandparents  .of 
our  subject  were  Nels  and  Alice  Nelson,  both  of  whom  came  to  America  with 
Shure  Nelson,  and  died  shortly  after  their  arrival  in  Grundy  county.  In  the 
family  of  Shure  and  Jane  Nelson  were  nine  children:  Nels,  who  is  living  in 
Kendall  county,  Illinois;  Andrew,  the  subject  of  this  review;  Alice,  who  is  the 
wife  of  Anfin  Ersland,  of  Norge,  Oklahoma;  Helen,  who  married  Lars  Ander¬ 
son,  of  Morganville,  Kansas;  Lars,  of  Slayton,  Minnesota,  who  is  judge  of  the 
district  court;  Joseph,  who  makes  his  home  at  Cambridge,  Iowa;  Randey,  de¬ 
ceased;  Bertha,  who  became  the  wife  of  John  Barke,  of  Fergus  Falls,  Minne¬ 
sota  ;  and  Severt,  who  lived  at  Kanawha,  Iowa,  and  is  now  deceased. 

Andrew  Nelson  was  but  six  years  old  when  he  left  “the  land  of  the  mid¬ 
night  sun/’  and  came  with  his  parents  to  this  country,  and  in  the  district  schools 
near  the  Illinois  homestead  acquired  his  education.  He  remained  with  his  par¬ 
ents  until  twenty  years  of  age,  when,  in  1862,  he  enlisted  for  service  in  the 
Civil  war,  becoming  a  private  in  Company  E,  Ninety-first  Illinois  Volunteer 
Infantry.  This  company  was  raised  in  Kendall  county  to  serve  for  three  years. 
Private  Nelson  bravely  participated  in  all  of  the  engagements  of  the  regi¬ 
ment.  He  was  first  under  fire  December  27,  1862,  at  Elizabethtown,  Kentucky, 
where  the  entire  regiment  was  captured  by  the  Confederates,  Company  E  of  the 
Ninety-first  Illinois  Regiment  being  among  the  number.  The  prisoners  were 
paroled  but  were  released  from  parole  in  June,  1863.  Mr.  Nelson  and  his  com¬ 
panions  were  then  sent  down  the  Mississippi  river,  stopping  at  A  icksburg  and 
Port  Hudson  and  later  proceeding  to  Carrollton,  Louisiana.  The  regiment  was 
next  ordered  up  the  river  to  Morganza,  Louisiana,  and  engaged  in  action 
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with  the  enemy  at  that  point.  After  this  it  was  sent  to  Brownsville,  Texas,  and 
remained  there  fourteen  months  guarding  the  frontier,  being  then  ordered 
to  New  Orleans,  where  Mr.  Nelson  was  assigned  to  provost  duty.  The  regiment 
was  later  sent  to  Alabama  and  participated  in  the  assault  upon  Spanish  Fort 
a  stronghold  which  was  taken  after  a  bombardment  of  thirteen  days.  The  men 
then  marched  to  Fort  Blakely,  Alabama,  which  was  captured  on  the  day  the 
regiment  arrived  at  that  point.  The  command  was  next  sent  to  Mobile  and 
from  there  to  Whistlers  Station,  engaging  in  a  skirmish  with  the  enemy  at  the 
latter  place.  After  this  the  regiment  went  into  camp  about  five  miles  from 
Mobile.  Here  Mr.  Nelson  continued  until  he  was  honorably  mustered  out  of 
service  with  his  regiment,  having  gained  a  most  creditable  record  as  a  soldier 
in  one  of  the  greatest  and  most  important  conflicts  known  in  the  annals  of  the 
world. 


,  After  tllc  war  he  returned  to  Kendall  county,  Illinois,  where  he  was  em¬ 
ployed  as  a  farm  hand  for  one  year.  In  1866  he  came  to  Iowa,  locating  7n 

f  that°nUenryodahd  ^  NCC  a  rented  fa™  for  one  >"ear-  At  the  expiradon 

his  acNidlC  H  7V°  P°  k  C0Unty’  which  has  since  rema“ed  the  scene  of 
his  activities.  His  first  purchase  made  him  the  owner  of  a  tract  of  seventy 

acres  in  Elkhart  township,  which  became  the  nucleus  of  his  present  fine  estate 

A  man  of  excellent  business  ability,  he  has  readily  recognized  and  utilized 

the  opportunities  that  have  come  to  him  and,  possessing  keen  discernment  has 

known  where  and  how  to  direct  his  efforts  so  as  to  achieve  the  best  results.’  As 

t  le  years  have  passed  and  his  financial  resources  have  increased  he  has  invested 

,n  m°l  e  ptoperty  until  today  he  is  one  of  the  largest  land  holders  in  Polk  county 

h,s  holdings  consisting  of  nineteen  hundred  and  seventy-three  acres  in  Polk 

county,  three  hundred  acres  m  Story  county  and  eight  hundred  acres  in  South 

Dakota.  The  home  place,  located  in  Elkhart  township,  has  been  greatly  develooe 

by  him  and  is  now  one  of  the  finest  improved  properties  in  the  county  Putting 

forth  his  efforts  in  other  channels  he  now  is  one  of  the  firm  of  Nelson  Brother? 

dealers  in  hardware  and  farm  implements  at  Cambridge,  Iowa  and  is  president 

of  the  Citizens  State  Bank  of  that  city.  Both  enterprises  have  felt  the  stimulus 

$f.hls  ke®"  business  insight  and  sound  judgment,  and  his  efforts  have  been  a 
factor  in  their  growth  and  development. 

Mr  Nelson  .was  married,  on  the  20th  of  September,  1866  to  Miss  Martha 

S me  to’  the' UVnd,  Martha  Ersland’  natives  of  Norway  w£o 
e  t°  the  United  States  m  1854,  locating  m  Kendall  county,  Illinois  A  vear 

later  they  removed  to  Story  county,  Iowa,  and  there  Mr.  Ersland  purchased  a 

arm  o  t  ie  operation  of  which  he  devoted  his  remaining  days.  He  passed  awav 

M  l8^\j  i°ng  fUrvlVtlng  his  wife>  whose  cleath  occurred  in  1856  Unto  Mr  and 
Mrs.  Nelson  have  been  born  seven  children.  Seward,  the  eldest  a  record  of 

whom  appears  elsewhere  in  this  work, 'has  six  children:  Matilda’  who  became 

e  wie  of  Albert  Hill,  a  merchant  of  Cambridge,  Iowa ;  and  Miller  A.  Clara 

o'*  S1 1  ’’  J •  and  Selma  C.,  all  of  whom  are  at  home  Carrie  married 

dren  M^bIrMatharnTer  S  Story  c°unty,  and  became  the  mother  of  four  chib 
N  ’  r  b  ’  Marlha’  JosePh  and  Agnes.  Jane  became  the  wife  of  Ole  Nelson 

Mffdred  Mabef  fUNN111  NN/l  C0Unty>  I,Hnois’  and  has  five  children’ 
Vi. Idled,  Mabel,  Alta,  Telford  and  Owen  Jule.  Annie  wedded  Ole  I  Ka  Vm’ 

oCfllU  KnutC  N  ^  chl.ldren’  Millie>  Medelia,  Alma,  Geverna  and 
children  -  ^lyrtle  F  °  tNT  a  C"  un0thr  Pa?e  of  this  volume,  has  six 

Mav  •  Nellie  T  -  Martha  £h  A’’  "N6  dem'?e  °ccurred  in  March,  1901 ;  Alice 
■  •  1  Maitha,  who  passed  away  m  Februarv  1008 •  and  TpqqiV  M 

Iowa^M  S?g  6  *S  ^onnectecl  with  the  Home  Savings  Bank  ’of  Des  Moines 

N  hv  h  N  N  SketCh  alS°  appears  in  this  work-  married  MoUieTohn- 

away  fn  Januarj6  1008  Cnd 'N  NY  MrS'  Andrew  Nelson  passed 

.u  jbj  oJrs,TCoU„as£  Lr ber  I,u,b"d  “ ■ '*■*« 
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Notwithstanding  the  heavy  demands  made  upon  him  by  his  many  business 
interests,  Mr.  Nelson  found  time  and  inclination  to  participate  in  community 
affairs  and  is  interested  in  the  various  phases  of  public  life.  He  belongs  to 
the  Lutheran  church  and  politically  is  a  stanch  republican,  while  he  maintains 
pleasant  relations  with  his  old  army  comrades  through  his  membership  in  the 
Grand  Army  of  the  Republic.  He  is  public  spirited  in  his  citizenship  and  his 
fellow  citizens,  recognizing  his  worth  and  ability,  have  called  him  to  various 
positions  of  trust.  He  has  served  as  township  trustee  and  township  assessor 
and  also  as  a  school  director.  He  was  county  supervisor  two  terms  and  no 
matter  pertaining  to  the  material,  intellectual  or  moral  development  of  the 
county  lacks  his  cooperation.  Mr.  Nelson  has  put  forth  earnest  and  inde¬ 
fatigable  effort  in  his  business  affairs,  which  has  resulted  in  winning  for  him  the 
prominent  place  he  occupies  today  among  the  successful  and  well  known  business 
men  of  Polk  county. 


REV.  CHARLES  SANDERSON  MEDBURY,  D.  D. 

Rev.  Charles  Sanderson  Medbury,  pastor  of  the  University  Church  of  Christ 
at  Des  Moines,  was  born  in  Warren,  Ohio,  on  the  19th  of  November,  1865,  his 
parents  being  Sheldon  and  Melinda  (Sanderson)  Medbury.  The  father’s  an¬ 
cestors  came  originally  from  Rhode  Island,  while  the  mother's  people  were  from 
Pennsylvania.  During  his  active  business  career  Sheldon  Medbury  was  identified 
with  milling  and  mining  interests,  conducting  a  flour  mill  at  Warren  and  having 
mining  interests  in  Michigan.  He  has  now  attained  the  venerable  age  of  eighty- 
three  years  and  makes  his  home  with  our  subject  in  Des  Moines. 

Charles  S.  Medbury  obtained  his  early  education  in  the  public  schools  of 
Warren  and  Cleveland,  Ohio,  his  parents  having  removed  to  the  latter  city  in 
1879.  After  a  residence  of  seven  years  the  family  returned  to  Warren  in  1886, 
continuing  to  reside  there  until  they  broke  up  housekeeping.  The  mother  passed 
away  at  the  home  of  her  son  Charles,  who  was  at  that  time  a  resident  of  El 
Paso,  Illinois.  After  putting  aside  his  text-books  Air.  Aledbury  became  con¬ 
nected  with  the  insurance  business,  being  employed  as  a  policy  clerk  at  Cleveland 
for  two  and  a  half  years.  On  the  expiration  of  that  period  he  won  promotion, 
entering  the  office  of  the  general  agent  of  The  Insurance  Company  of  North 
America  at  Erie,  Pennsylvania.  Subsequently  he  went  to  Chicago  as  first  assistant 
to  the  manager  of  the  Royal  Fire  Insurance  Company,  serving  in  that  capacity 
for  one  year. 

At  the  end  of  that  time  Air.  Medbury  began  preparing  for  the  ministry, 
entering  Eureka  College  at  Eureka,  Illinois,  and  after  leaving  that  institution 
he  became  pastor  of  the  Church  of  Christ  at  El  Paso,  Illinois,  where  he  remained 
for  four  years,  1893-1896.  He  not  only  left  the  church  in  a  flourishing  condition 
with  about  two  hundred  and  fifty  members  but  during  his  pastorate  there  erected 
a  commodious  new  house  of  worship.  From  1897  until  1903  he  was  pastor  of 
a  church  at  Angola,  Indiana,  which  town  is  the  seat  of  the  Tri-State  Normal 
College.  There  were  about  five  hundred  members  in  the  church  at  the  time  he 
took  charge  and  at  the  close  of  his  pastorate  the  number  had  grown  to  nearly 
nine  hundred.  On  the  1st  of  January,  1904,  he  became  pastor  of  the  University 
Church  of  Christ  at  Des  Moines,  which  under  his  leadership  has  since  enjoyed 
a  wonderful  growth,  being  now  one  of  the  strongest  churches  of  the  denomina¬ 
tion  in  the  country.  It  has  a  membership  of  more  than  twenty-eight  hundred 
and  an  average  attendance  of  from  eighteen  hundred  to  two  thousand.  Since 
February,  1909,  the  congregation  has  occupied  the  present  fine  auditorium  which 
was  erected  at  a  cost  of  eighty-five  thousand  dollars  and  adjoins  the  old  church, 
which  is  still  used  as  the  Bible  Schoolhouse.  The  new  structure  has  a  seating 
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capacity  of  three  thousand.  The  Rev.  Medbury  is  also  chaplain  of  Drake  Uni- 

Iversity  and  a  member  of  its  board  of  trustees.  In  June,  1910,  the  university 
conferred  upon  him  the  honorary  degree  of  Doctor  of  Divinity.  He  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  State  Historical  Society  of  Iowa  and  the  Iowa  branch  of  the 
Archaeological  Institute  of  America.  His  labors  in  Des  Moines  have  proven  a 
potent  element  in  the  moral  development  of  the  community.  During  the  Spanish- 
American  war  he  served  as  chaplain  of  the  One  Hundred  and  Fifty-seventh 
Regiment,  Indiana  Volunteer  Infantry. 

On  the  30th  of  December,  1890,  in  Chicago,  Illinois,  the  Rev.  Medbury  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Anna  Laura  Pickrell,  a  daughter  of  J.  H.  and 
Margaret  (Bedford)  Pickrell,  of  Springfield,  Illinois.  Her  father,  a  cattle 
raiser  and  importer  of  shorthorn  cattle,  was  for  a  number  of  years  the  secretary 
of  the  American  Shorthorn  Breeders  Association.  Rev.  Medbury  and  his  wife 
have  two  children,  Margaret  and  Sheldon  Pickrell. 


ANDREW  CARL  NELSON. 

Andrew  Carl  Nelson,  assistant  cashier  of  the  Home  Savings  Bank  of  Des 
Moines,  to  which  position  he  has  attained  through  unfaltering  industry,  adap¬ 
tability  and  fidelity,  was  born  in  Elkhart  township,  Polk  county,  Iowa,  Novem¬ 
ber  9,  1878.  Elis  parents,  who  were  pioneer  settlers  of  the  state,  are  mentioned 
on  another  page  of  this  volume.  At  the  usual  age  the  son  was  sent  as  a  pupil 
to  the  district  schools,  which  he  attended  at  intervals  until  he  had  attained  his 
majority,  pursuing  his  education  in  the  winter  seasons,  while  the  summer  months 
were  devoted  to  the  work  of  the  farm,  which  brought  to  him  a  knowledge  of  the 
value  of  industry  and  determination  as  factors  in  business  life.  On  attaining 
his  majority  he  came  to  Des  Moines,  where  he  entered  the  Capital  City  Com¬ 
mercial  College,  but  before  completing  his  course  he  secured  a  position  in  the 
Home  Savings  Bank  and  has  since  gained  his  business  training  from  practical 
experience.  He  was  first  employed  as  messenger  boy  but  gradually  has  worked 
his  way  upward  through  intermediate  positions  until  he  is  now  serving  as  as¬ 
sistant  cashier. 

Mr.  Nelson  is  a  member  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias  lodge  and  in  more  strictly 
social  connections  holds  membership  in  the  Grand  View  Golf  Club  and  the 
East  Des  Moines  Commercial  Club.  His  religious  faith  is  manifest  by  his 
membership  in  the  St.  John’s  Lutheran  church.  He  has  a  wide  acquaintance 
in  the  county  where  his  entire  life  has  been  passed  and  many  of  the  comrades 
of  his  youth  are  today  the  friends  of  his  manhood. 


WILLIAM  JOHN  STEWART. 

Among  the  prominent  citizens  of  Grimes  who  have  efficiently  contributed  to 
the  commercial  and  financial  development  not  only  of  Webster  township  but 
Polk  county  must  be  mentioned  William  J.  Stewart,  who  has  been  identified 
with  the  organization  of  practically  every  notable  business  venture  in  the  history 
of  the  town.  He  was  born  in  Ogle  county,  Illinois,  on  the  23d  of  October,  1856, 
a  son  of  Samuel  and  Ellen  (Graham)  Stewart,  who  were  natives  of  Canada 
and  of  Scotch-Irish  descent.  The  father  migrated  to  Illinois  with  his  parents 
when  a  lad  of  ten  years,  continuing  to  reside  there  until  1869,  when  he  removed 
to  Iowa  with  his  family,  locating  on  a  farm  of  two  hundred  acres  which  he  had 
bought  one-half  mile  west  of  the  present  site  of  Grimes.  He  immediately  set 
about  clearing  and  cultivating  this  place,  adding  such  improvements  as  he  could 
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from  time  to  time  mid  continuing  its  operation  until  Ins  demise,  wlncli  occurred 
on  the  6th  of  August,  1904.  The  mother  still  survives  and  makes  her  home  in 

Grimes.  ,  -  ,  •  ,  ,  , 

William  J  Stewart  was  only  thirteen  years  of  age  wtien  his  parents  located 

in  Iowa,  so  that  practically  his  entire  life  has  been  spent  in  Polk  county,  in  the 
district  schools  of  which  he  acquired  his  preliminary  education,  which  was 
later  supplemented  by  three  terms  at  Simpson  College,  Indianola.  After  com 
pleting  his  course  he 'began  teaching  school,  following  that  vocation  in  the  win¬ 
ter  and  farming  in  the  summer  until  1882,  at  which  time  the  town  of  Grimes 
was  incorporated.  Subsequent  to  this  event  he  established  a  drug  store  in  the 
new  town  which  he  conducted  most  successfully  for  seventeen  years  and  then 
he  sold  out  and  engaged  in  banking.  After  being  identified  with  the  latter 
business  for  seven  years  he  organized  the  Grimes  Savings  Bank  with  a  capital 
of  twentv-five  thousand  dollars  and  has  been  president  of  this  institution  ever 
since  it  was  founded,  while  C.  L.  Weiset  is  vice  president  and  A.  B.  Shawrer, 
cashier.  For  fourteen  years  while  in  the  drug  business  Air .  Stewart  was  the 
secretary  and  general  manager  of  the  Grimes  Butter  &  Cheese  company,  in 
which  he  met  with  most  gratifying  success,  their  yearly  receipts_  being  forty 
thousand  dollars.  During  that  period  he  originated  the  formula  tor  Steuarts 
corrosive  sublimate  tablets,  in  the  manufacture  of  which  he  is  still  engaged. 
These  tablets  are  used  almost  exclusively  bv  chemists  throughout  the  united 
States  and  Canada  for  preserving  composite  milk  samples  tor  the  Babcock 
test.  He  has  a  fine  laboratory  equipped  with  special  machinery,  and  is  prob- 
ablv  the  largest  consumer  of  corrosive  sublimate  west  of  the  Alleghany  moun¬ 
tains,  his  business  being  confined  entirely  to  the  jobbing  trade. 

In  1002  Mr.  Stewart  was  instrumental  in  the  organization  of  the  Crimes 
Canning  &  Preserving  Company,  of  which  he  was  one  of  the  directors  until 
1007  since  which  time  he  has  also  been  secretary  and  general  manager.  lhe> 
have  a  capital  stock  of  fifty  thousand  dollars  and  did  a  business  of  one  hun¬ 
dred  and  twenty  thousand  dollars  in  1910,  which  figure  will  be  equalled  it  not 
exceeded  in  1011.  They  have  already  contracted  for  nine  hundred  acres  oi 
sweet  corn,  which  product  is  sold.  Last  year  they  put  out  seventy-three  car¬ 
loads  of  canned  corn,  twenty-one  carloads  of  canned  pumpkin  and  severa 
carloads  of  kidney  beans  and  hominy.  Mr.  Stewart  has  always  devoted  a  great 
deal  of  time  and'  energy  to  the  promotion  of  this  company,  taking  forty-eight 
thousand  dollars  worth  of  orders  for  canned  corn  one  afternoon  in  Des  Moines 

laStMu1  Stewart  also  assisted  in  the  organization  of  the  Farmers  Mutual  Tele¬ 
phone  Company  in  1902,  of  which  he  has  always  been  the  secretary  and  gen¬ 
eral  manager  with  the  exception  of  two  years.  They  have  an  exchange  at  Grimes 
and  Waukee  with  six  hundred  and  fifty  members,  four  hundred  and  fifty  ol 
whom  are  stockholders  in  the  company,  which  has  a  capital  of  twenty-six  thou- 

SanMr0lStewart  married  Miss  Ella  A.  McKee  in  September,  1884.  Mrs.  Stew¬ 
art  is  a  daughter  of  Tohn  F.  and  Mary  C.  (Phoenix)  McKee,  the  father  a  na¬ 
tive  of  Vermont  and  the  mother  of  New  York  Many  years  ago  hey  Pa^e"  * 
removed  to  Wisconsin,  where  the  father  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  unti 
his  demise  in  180;.  Following  this  Mrs.  McKee  made  her  home  in  Grimes 
where  she  passed  away  in  1898.  Two  children  have  been  born  unto  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Stewart:  Harold,  who  died  in  infancy;  and  William .  Earl  born ‘August 
28,  1888,  who  has  but  recently  graduated  from  the  Iowa  State  Lmvers  ty 
the  decree  of  B.  A.  and  is  now  attending  the  Columbia  University,  Leu  To 

city,  from  which  he  will  graduate  in  law  in  1912. 

'  Mrs  Stewart  is  a  woman  possessed  of  most  unusual  ability  and  has  bee 
of  very”  great  assistance  to  her  husband  in  the  course  of  his  career  She  is  a 
registered  pharmacist  and  for  twelve  years  devoted  almost  her  entire  time  _ 
the  drug  business,  thus  making  it  possible  for  Mr.  Stewart  to  turn  is  energies 
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into  other  channels.  Despite  her  wonderful  business  acumen,  however,  she 
lacks  none  of  the  qualities  a  woman  must,  supply  in  the  home  and  graciously 
meets  all  the  requirements  contingent  upon  her  position  in  the  social  life  of  the 
community.  She  holds  membership  in  the  Presbyterian  church. 

Despite  the  exacting  demands  made  upon  his  time  by  all  his  various  busi¬ 
ness  interests.  Mr.  Stewart  has  ever  found  the  opportunity  to  fulfill  his  civic 
duties.  He  gives  his  support  to  the  candidates  of  the  republican  party  and 
was  elected  to  the  offices  of  mayor,  justice  of  the  peace  and  councilman,  while 
he  represented  his  county  in  the  twenty-third  general  assembly  of  the  state. 
Mr.  Stewart  has  always  been  a  champion  of  the  cause  of  education  and  took 
a  very  active  part  in  the  establishment  of  a  high  school  in  Grimes.  This  in¬ 
volved  a  long  hard  battle  of  many  years,  which  lias  been  resultant  in  ct  lot  of 
good  to  the  community.  Mr.  Stewart  was  president  of  the  school  board  for 
several  years  and  this  was  a  worthy  fight  in  which  he  won.  He  has  been  most 
successful  in  all  of  his  undertakings  and  in  addition  to  his  interest  in  various 
organizations  owns  farm  lands  in  Minnesota  and  the  Dakotas,  as  well  as  city 
property  in  Grimes.  His  financial  progress  has  not  been  at  all  phenomenal  but 
the  steady  and  permanent  development  of  well  directed  and  capable  effort,  the 
achievement  of  which  has  been  above  question  in  either  method  or  action. 


WILLIS  GILMORE  TALLMAN. 

Few  business  interests  involve  a  greater  multiplicity  of  details  or  are  con¬ 
ducted  upon  a  more  carefully  wrought-out  system  than  is  the  insurance  business, 
and  he  to  whom  is  intrusted  powers  of  management  and  executive  control  must, 
perforce,  be  familiar  with  the  business  in  principle  and  detail.  In  Willis  Gil¬ 
more  Tallman  is  found  one  well  qualified  for  the  responsibilities  that  devolve 
upon  him  in  the  position  of  superintendent  of  agents  for  the  Great  Western 
Accident  Association  of  Des  Moines,  to  which  position  he  was  called  in  1908. 
He  was  born  in  Western,  Linn  county,  Iowa,  in  1874,  a  son  of  Miller  and  Lizzie 
(Ault)  Tallman,  the  former  of  English  descent  while  the  Aults  lived  for  sev¬ 
eral  generations  in  Connecticut  during  the  pioneer  epoch  in  the  history  of  New 
England.  The  father  was  for  almost  four  years  a  soldier  of  the  Civil  war,  serv¬ 
ing  with  an  Iowa  company.  During  his  active  business  life  he  followed  farm¬ 
ing  and  is  now  living  retired  in  Marshalltown,  Iowa. 

Willis  G.  Tallman  acquired  only  a  common  school  education,  most  of  which 
was  received  at  Kingsley,  Iowa,  after  which  he  engaged  in  teaching  school  for 
several  years  in  Woodbury  and  Plymouth  counties,  Iowa.  After  leaving  school 
he  traveled  for  several  years  for  the  Plano  Harvester  Company  of  Chicago,  his 
territory  being  in  the  state  of  Nebraska,  and  in  that  connection  he  proved  his 
business  ability  and  the  spirit  of  enterprise  and  progressiveness  which  has  at 
all  times  actuated  him  since  he  started  out  in  business  life.  He  came  to  Des 
Moines  as  secretary  of  the  National  Health  &  Accident  Association  in  1901  and 
when  that  company,  in  1906,  consolidated  with  the  Great  Western  Accident  As¬ 
sociation,  he  remained  with  the  latter  and  was  made  manager  of  the  industrial 
department,  which  position  he  filled  for  two  years.  In  1908  he  was  promoted 
to  the  position  of  superintendent  of  agents.  This  called  for  keen  discrimination 
in  judging  human  nature  to  determine  the  ability  of  those  who  have  charge  of 
the  agency  work  in  the  county,  together  with  marked  executive  force  in  systema¬ 
tizing  the  interests  which  came  under  his  control.  Early  in  the  year  1911  Mr. 
Tallman  was  elected  vice  president  of  the  company.  In  every  capacity  Mr. 
Tallman  is  well  equipped  and  his  efforts  constitute  a  valuable  asset  in  the  suc¬ 
cessful  conduct  of  the  business.  Aside  from  insurance  interests  Mr.  Tallman 
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is  president  of  the  Farrar  State  Savings  Bank  of  Farrar,  Iowa,  and  vice  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Citizens  Bank  of  Cordova,  Iowa. 

In  Kingsley,  Iowa,  on  the  6.th  of  June,  1898,  Mr.  Tallman  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Miss  Edith  A.  Dean,  a  daughter  of  Alonzo  and  Ellen  Dean.  Mrs. 
Tallman  is  a  graduate  of  the  Kingsley  high  school,  class  of  1891,  and  after  her 
graduation  engaged  in  teaching  to  the  time  of  her  marriage.  Their  children 
are:  Richard  Dean,  born  on  the  27th  of  October,  1899,  at  Grand  Island,  Ne¬ 
braska;  and  Evelyn  Lenore,  born  November  1,  1908,  at  Des  Moines,  Iowa.  The 
parents  are  members  of  Grace  Methodist  Episcopal  church  and  are  prominent 
in  the  social  circles  in  which  they  move. 

Mr.  Tallman  belongs  to  Grant  Club  and  has  attained  high  rank  in  Masonry, 
holding  membership  with  Pioneer  Lodge,  No.  22,  A.  F.  &  A.  M. ;  Corinthian 
Chapter,  No.  14,  R.  A.  M. ;  Des  Moines  Consistory,  A.  A.  S.  R. ;  and  Za-Ga-Zig 
Temple  of  the  Mystic  Shrine.  His  political  allegiance  is  given  to  the  democratic 
party  but  without  desire  for  office,  and  his  activity  in  that  direction  is  only  that 
of  a  loyal  and  public-spirited  citizen.  He  prefers  to  concentrate  his  energies 
upon  his  business  in  which  he  has  made  steady  progress,  using  every  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  its  best  advantage  and  so  directing  his  native  talents  and  forces  that 
he  has  made  constant  progress. 


JESSE  W.  STRONG. 

Jesse  W.  Strong,  who  is  engaged  in  the  automobile  business  in  association 
with  his  son,  C.  F.  Strong,  owns  a  fine  garage,  salesroom  and  repair  shop  at 
No.  91 7-919  Grand  avenue  in  Des  Moines.  His  birth  occurred  in  Adel,  Iowa, 
on  the  1st  of  February,  1857,  his  parents  being  J.  Henry  and  Mary  Elizabeth 
(Moffat)  Strong,  both  of  whom  were  born  in  Orange  county,  New  York.  The 
father,  whose  natal  day  was  December  25,  1827,  began  farming  as  soon  as  he 
became  old  enough  and  followed  general  agricultural  pursuits  in  New  York 
until  he  had  attained  the  age  of  twenty-seven  years.  In  1855  he  came  to  Iowa, 
locating  at  Adel,  where  he  engaged  in  the  milling  business,  erecting  a  grist¬ 
mill  and  operating  the  same  from  1856  until  1870.  In  1874  he  brought  his 
family  to  Des  Moines  with  the  intention  of  retiring  from  active  business  life 
but  found  idleness  foreign  to  his  nature  and  therefore  accepted  a  position  with 
the  Hawkeye  Insurance  Company  as  copyist,  remaining  with  that  concern  for 
about  three  years.  On  the  expiration  of  that  period  he  formed  a  partnership 
with  J.  C.  Vaughn  for  the  conduct  of  a  grocery  business,  purchasing  the  store 
of  Adam  Dickey  on  Walnut  street.  The  firm  of  Strong  &  Vaughn  was  suc¬ 
cessfully  engaged  in  business  for  three  years,  at  the  end  of  which  time  Mr. 
Strong  sold  his  interest  to  his  partner  and  retired.  In  1876  he  was  elected 
alderman  of  Des  Moines,  serving  for  one  term.  He  is  now  eighty-three  years 
of  age  and  makes  his  home  with  our  subject.  The  period  of  his  residence  in 
Des  Moines  covers  thirty-seven  years  and  he  enjoys  an  enviable  reputation 
as  one  of  the  representative  and  esteemed  men  of  the  city. 

Jesse  W.  Strong  was  reared  in  Adel,  Iowa,  and  attended  the  public  schools 
in  the  acquirement  of  an  education.  He  remained  under  the  parental  roof 
until  1872,  when  he  came  to  Des  Moines  to  learn  the  jewelry  and  watchmak¬ 
ing  business,  serving  an  apprenticeship  of  five  years  with  Julius  Parmelee. 
For  the  first  year’s  service  he  received  twenty-five  dollars  and  his  board,  and 
thereafter  his  remuneration  was  increased  by  twenty-five  dollars  each  year. 
He  worked  at  his  trade  in  Des  Moines  for  a  period  of  thirty-one  years,  being 
successively  in  the  employ  of  S.  Joseph,  Henry  Plumb  and  Theodore  L.  Rogg. 
Subsequently,  because  his  health  Jtad  been  impaired  by  too  much  confinement, 
he  accepted  a  position  as  traveling  salesman  for  the  wholesale  jewelry  firm  of 
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M.  A.  Lombard  Company,  holding  that  position  for  six  years.  On  the  ist  of 
April,  1909,  in  association  with  his  son,  C.  F.  Strong,  he  engaged  in  the  sale 
of  automobiles  at  No.  917-919  Grand  avenue,  in  which  connection  he  has  since 
built  up  an  extensive  business.  The  father  and  son  have  a  splendidly  equipped 
garage  and  salesroom  and  also  conduct  a  repair  department.  They  handle  only 
the  Winton  Six  machines  and  the  Apperson  Jack  Rabbit. 

On  the  8th  of  November,  1882,  Mr.  Strong  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Marie  Johnson,  a  daughter  of  John  and  Carrie  (Johnson)  Johnson,  both 
of  whom  were  natives  of  Denmark.  On  coming  to  the  United  States  in  1868 
they  settled  on  a  farm  three  miles  east  of  Story  City,  Iowa,  which  Mr.  Johnson 
cleared  and  improved  and  in  the  operation  of  which  he  was  successfully  en¬ 
gaged  until  1905.  The  remainder  of  his  life  was  spent  in  honorable  retirement 
at  Story  City,  where  he  passed  away  in  the  fall  of  1909.  His  widow  yet  re¬ 
sides  at  that  place.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Strong  have  one  son,  Chester  F.,  whose  birth 
occurred  on  the  31st  of  August,  1883,  and  who  is  now  in  business  with  his 
father. 

Mr.  Strong  is  a  republican  in  politics  and  a  Presbyterian  in  religious  faith. 
Fraternally  he  is  identified  with  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  the  Ancient  Order 
of  United  Workmen,  belonging  to  Des  Moines  Lodge,  No.  18,  of  the  latter  or¬ 
ganization.  He  owns  a  fine  residence  at  No.  828  Seventeenth  street. 


JAMES  HETHERSHAW. 

A  well  cultivated  forty  acre  tract  in  Bloomfield  township  pays  tribute  to  the 
supervision  of  James  Hethershaw,  who  is  devoting  his  entire  time  and  atten¬ 
tion  to  gardening  and  fruit-growing.  His  birth  occurred  on  the  ist  of  Janu¬ 
ary,  1841,  in  England,  in  which  country  his  parents,  John  and  Sarah  (Matthews) 
Hethershaw,  spent  their  entire  lives.  The  father,  who  was  a  vestryman  in  the 
Church  of  England,  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  until  his  demise  in  1903, 
two  years  after  that  of  his  wife. 

The  boyhood  and  youth  of  James  Hethershaw,  which  were  spent  on  the 
home  farm,  were  occupied  in  the  acquirement  of  an  education  and  such  assistance 
as  he  was  able  to  render  his  father  in  the  cultivation  of  the  fields.  He  remained 
a  member  of  the  paternal  household  until  he  had  reached  the  age  of  twenty- 
seven  years,  at  which  time  he  decided  to  satisfy  himself  regarding  the  excellent 
advantages  which  were  said  to  await  young  men  in  America.  Arriving  in  the 
United  States  in  1867,  he  made  his  way  westward  to  Wisconsin,  where  he 
obtained  employment  in  the  lead  mines.  Four  years  were  spent  in  this  occu¬ 
pation  and  then  having  married,  he  removed  to  Buchanan  county,  Iowa,  where 
he  rented  a  sixty  acre  fruit  farm,  which  he  cultivated  until  1875.  In  the  latter 
year  he  came  to  Polk  county,  where  he  rented  another  fruit  farm  almost  en¬ 
tirely  devoted  to  the  cultivation  of  apples,  peaches  and  pears.  After  spend¬ 
ing  two  years  on  this  he  rented  what  was  known  as  the  Alf.  Hammer  farm, 
which  contained  forty  acres,  and  another  tract  of  the  same  size  which  was 
across  the  road,  and  engaged  in  general  farming.  During  the  nineteen  years 
he  operated  this  land  he  acquired  the  means  to  enable  him  to  become  a  property 
holder  and  in  1896  he  bought  his  present  homestead.  Many  improvements  have 
been  effected  by  Mr.  Hethershaw  during  the  period  of  his  occupancy,  the  most 
notable  of  which  has  been  the  erection  of  a  fine  modern  residence,  substantial 
barns  and  outbuildings,  all  of  which  have  added  greatly  to  the  appearance  and 
value  of  the  property. 

By  his  marriage,  on  the  ist  of  January,  1871,  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Muxlow, 
Mr.  Hethershaw  made  his  final  arrangements  for  a  home  of  his  own.  Mrs. 
Hethershaw  is  a  daughter  of  George  and  Sarah  (Colbeck)  Muxlow,  natives 
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of  England,  who  lived  upon  a  farm  in  Wisconsin  for  several  years  and  then 
removed  to  a  place  near  Lemars,  Iowa,  which  the  father  cultivated  until  he 
passed  away  in  1901,  having  survived  his  wife  five  years.  Nine  children  have 
been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hethershaw,  as  follows :  George  W.,  who  is  liv¬ 
ing  in  Canada;  Fred,  a  resident  of  Polk  county;  Lew,  living  in  Wyoming; 
Hess  Y.,  who  is  at  home;  Jeannette  S.,  also  at  home;  John  H.,  a  farmer  in 
Bloomfield  township;  and'  Nellie  M.,  May  H.  and  Lillian  P.,  all  of  whom  are 
at  home.  The  three  eldest  sons  and  the  youngest  son,  John,  are  married. 

The  parents  and  children  affiliate  with  the  Episcopal  church,  while  his  politi¬ 
cal  support  Air.  Hethershaw  accords  the  democratic  party,  as  he  considers 
that  its  principles  are  best  adapted  to  serve  the  interests  of  the  majority.  During 
the  long  period  of  his  residence  here,  despite  the  discouragement  and  misfortune 
he  has  some  times  encountered.  Air.  Hethershaw  has  never  regretted  transfer¬ 
ring  his  allegiance  to  the  United  States.  He  has  applied  himself  faithfully  and 
energetically  to  whatever  he  has  undertaken  and  has  met  with  moderate  suc¬ 
cess  in  his  efforts,  and  now  owns  in  addition  to  his  fine  farm  a  residence  and 
five  lots  at  Commerce,  Iowa. 


GEORGE  A.  DISSMORE. 

It  is  a  generally  accepted  opinion  that  the  commercial  sense  and  the  artistic 
temperament  are  not  usually  combined  in  one  person,  but  George  A.  Dissmore 
possesses  both  and  each  has  found  expression  in  successful  accomplishment 
for  he  is  prominent  in  banking  circles  of  Des  Moines,  with  which  he  has  been 
connected  for  more  than  a  third  of  a  century,  and  at  the  same  time  he  is  well 
known  for  his  musical  talent  which,  however,  is  used  merely  for  his  own  pleasure 
and  that  of  his  friends. 

Mr.  Dissmore  was  born  August  3,  1848,  in  Kendall  county,  Illinois,  and 
represents  an  old  American  family  long  represented  in  New  England,  his  great¬ 
grandfather  having  been  born  at  Londonderry,  New  Hampshire.  He  was  a  sea 
captain  and  sailed  from  Salem,  Massachusetts,  on  a  merchant  sailing  vessel  for 
the  East  Indies.  His  son,  Abraham  Dissmore,  the  grandfather  of  George  A. 
Dissmore,  was  born  at  Londonderry  in  1786  and  when  twelve  years  of  age  went 
on  his  father's  vessel  as  cabin  boy,  gradually  working  his  way  upward  until  he 
succeeded  his  father  as  captain  when  but  twenty-one  years  of  age.  He  was  taken 
prisoner  during  the  war  of  1812  and  was  confined  in  Dartmouth  prison,  England, 
for  three  years,  his  cargo  being  confiscated  at  the  time  of  his  capture.  At  the 
close  of  the  war  he  came  home  with  this  vessel  and  continued  sailing  for  some 
years.  His  death  occurred  in  Alichigan  in  1837.  Thomas  Dissmore,  the  father, 
was  born  in  Londonderry,  New  Hampshire,  in  1822  and  died  in  Colorado  in 
1894.  He  wedded  Alary  E.  Hallock,  a  daughter  of  Isaac  P.  Hallock,  who  traces 
a  direct  relationship  with  Fitz  Greene  Halleck,  the  poet,  and  General  Halleck, 
who  at  one  time  during  the  Civil  war  was  commander  in  chief  of  the  Federal 
armies.  The  spelling  of  the  family  name  became  changed  many  years  ago. 

George  A.  Dissmore  acquired  his  education  in  the  public  schools  of  Earlville, 
Illinois,  and  then  entered  business  life  as  a  clerk  in  a  store,  while  later  he  was  em¬ 
ployed  in  the  postoffice  at  Earlville  in  1864-5.  In  1866  he  came  to  Iowa  and 
the  following  year  taught  school  in  Audubon  county.  In  1868  he  came  to  Des 
Moines  and  was  employed  as  clerk  in  the  store  of  H.  R.  Lovejoy  on  Second 
street.  He  was  afterward  connected  with  the  store  of  Isaac  Kuhn  and  then  with 
the  B.  F.  Allen  Bank,  where  he  remained  until  1875.  He  was  acting  as  book¬ 
keeper  of  the  gas  company  when  the  explosion  took  place  at  the  plant  on 
Second  street  in  1874.  The  following  year  he  assisted  George  H.  Maish  and  H. 
K.  Love  in  organizing  the  Iowa  National  Bank,  of  which  he  became  the  first 
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bookkeeper,  while  subsequently  he  was  made  teller  and  later  cashier.  His  active 
identification  with  the  banking  interests  of  Des  Moines  covers  thirty-six  years.  In 
1901  he  organized  the  Iowa  State  Bank,  of  which  he  became  and  still  con¬ 
tinues  cashier.  His  long  experience,  his  comprehensive  knowledge  of  the  busi¬ 
ness  and  the  high  ideals  to  which  he  holds  in  the  conduct  of  the  institution  have 
all  been  factors  in  the  success  of  what  is  today  one  of  the  strong  financial  enter¬ 
prises  of  the  city.  Mr.  Dissmore,  however,  is  not  wholly  concerned  in  financial 
interests  but  has  a  well  developed  artistic  and  literary  nature  and  is  the  author 
of  a  volume  on  the  violin  called  the  Violin  Gallery,  which  treats  of  violin  con¬ 
struction  and  is  an  aid  to  old  violin  connoisseurship.  The  book  has  met  with  a 
large  sale  not  only  in  this  country  but  in  England.  Mr.  Dissmore  frequently 
spends  his  evenings  and  other  leisure  hours  in  violin  construction,  having  manu¬ 
factured  several  fine  instruments,  using  the  same  kind  of  woods  that  were  used 
by  the  old  Italian  masters,  while  the  varnish  is  of  his  own  composition.  He  has 
long  figured  prominently  as  a  factor  in  musical  circles  in  the  capital  city,  having 
been  leader  of  an  orchestra  and  band  for  several  years,  while  his  evening  hours 
at  home  are  frequently  devoted  to  violin  and  piano  music. 

On  the  27th  of  April,  1886,  at  Ottumwa,  Iowa,  Mr.  Dissmore  was  married 
to  Miss  Mollie  Millisack,  daughter  of  Isaac  and  Elmina  Millisack,  and  a  grand¬ 
daughter  of  Jacob  Millisack,  a  coworker  with  Henry  Lloyd  Garrison,  Wendell 
Phillips  and  other  noted  leaders  of  the  abolition  movement.  She  is  also  a 
granddaughter  of  Daniel  Zollars,  whose  family  furnished  a  soldier  to  the  Rev¬ 
olutionary  war,  another  to  the  war  of  1812,  while  in  the  Mexican  war  Daniel 
Zollars  was  a  captain  and  in  the  Civil  war  T.  J.  Zollars  held  a  captain’s  com- 
*  mission.  In  the  Spanish-American  war  C.  O.  Zollars  entered  active  service 
and  is  now  a  captain  in  the  regular  army,  so  that  the  family  has  been  repre¬ 
sented  in  each  one  of  the  important  wars  in  which  America  has  become  involved. 
Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dissmore  have  been  born  a  daughter  and  son,  Evelyn  and 
James  Eddy.  The  former,  although  but  nineteen  years  of  age,  is  a  composer 
of  vocal  and  piano  music  of  recognized  merit.  Mr.  Dissmore  and  his  family 
are  members  of  the  Christian  Science,  church  and  his  political  opinions  are  in 
accord  with  the  principles  of  the  republican  party.  He  belongs  to  the  Golf 
and  Country  Club  and  is  well  known  socially  in  this  city,  his  musical  talent 
combining  with  a  cordial  disposition  to  render  him  popular  in  a  large  circle  of 
friends  and  acquaintances. 


ROBERT  O.  BRENNAN. 

Robert  O.  Brennan,  city  solicitor  and  one  of  the  instructors  in  law  in  Drake 
University,  was  born  in  Des  Moines,  December  20,  1872,  a  son  of  Hugh  and 
Jane  Crawford  Brennan.  The  mother,  a  native  of  Scotland,  died  at  Des  Moines, 
December  13,  1905,  after  a  residence  of  thirty-eight  years  in  this  city.  The 
father,  a  distinguished  and  honored  member  of  the  legal  profession,  has  been 
judge  of  the  district  court  of  the  ninth  judicial  district  since  1903. 

Robert  O.  Brennan,  following  in  the  professional  footsteps  of  his  father, 
prepared  for  the  bar  as  a  student  in  the  law  department  of  Drake  University, 
from  which  he  was  graduated  with  the  LL.  B.  degree  in  May,  1894.  In  June, 
1908,  the  university  conferred  upon  him  the  Masters  degree.  In  1895  he  became 
a  partner  of  his  father  in  the  practice  of  law  and  was  associated  with  him  for 
seven  years  in  the  conduct  of  much  important  litigation,  after  which  he  was 
appointed  assistant  county  attorney,  so  serving  from  the  4th  of  July,  1902,  until 
September,  1907.  For  a  short  period  in  the  early  part  of  1907,  he  filled  the 
office  of  county  attorney  by  appointment  of  the  board  of  supervisors  and  on 
the  8th  of  April,  1908,  he  was  elected  by  the  mayor  and  the  council  as  city 
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solicitor  under  the  commission  plan  of  government.  His  two  years’  service 
received  indorsement  in  his  reelection  on  the  1st  of  April,  1910,  and  in  this 
connection  he  is  bending  his  efforts  to  the  protection  of  the  legal  interests  of 
Des  Moines.  He  is  widely  recognized  as  a  strong,  forceful  lawyer  and  able 
counselor  who  has  comprehensive  knowledge  of  the  principles  of  jurisprudence 
and  whose  application  thereof  shows  careful  analysis  of  his  cases  and  thorough 
understanding  of  every  phase  of  the  litigation.  Since  1907  he  has  been  instructor 
in  the  law  of  torts  and  public  corporations  at  Drake  University. 

On  the  26th  of  June,  1901,  in  Chicago,  Illinois,  Mr.  Brennan  was  married 
to  Miss  Rose  A.  Cochran,  a  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  P.  H.  Cochran,  who  were 
pioneer  residents  of  Des  Moines  and  died  in  this  city  a  number  of  years  ago. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brennan  have  four  children,  Madeline,  Louise,  Frances  and 
Robert.  The  parents  are  communicants  of  the  Roman  Catholic  church  and  Mr. 
Brennan  holds  membership  with  the  Knights  of  Columbus  and  the  Benevolent 
Protective  Order  of  Elks.  In  more  strictly  social  lines  he  is  connected  with  the 
Waveland  Golf  Club,  and  his  political  allegiance  is  given  to  the  republican  party. 
He  cooperates  with  its  progressive  element  in  efforts  to  bring  about  the  whole¬ 
some  and  purifying  reforms  which  have  been  gradually  growing  up  in  political 
and  social  life  of  the  city.  He  stands  for  advancement  and  improvement  in  all 
things,  and  though  yet  a  young  man  he  is  accorded  a  leading  place  among 
attorneys  of  the  capital. 


CHARLES  C.  McCORMICK. 

Among  the  younger  business  men  of  Des  Moines  Charles  C.  McCormick 
occupies  an  enviable  position.  Well  educated,  genial,  courteous  and  obliging 
he  has  made  a  host  of  friends,  although  only  recently  established  in  this  city. 
He  was  born  in  Terre  Haute,  Indiana,  and  is  the  son  of  Bertise  and  Catherine 
(Whitlock)  McCormick.  The  father  is  a  native  of  the  United  States,  his 
parents  coming  from  Ireland  sometime  before  the  middle  of  the  nineteenth  cen¬ 
tury.  He  is  now  cashier  of  the  First  National  Bank  at  Terre  Haute,  Indiana. 

Charles  C.  McCormick  attended  the  public  schools  of  Terre  Haute,  and  also 
took  a  course  in  civil  engineering  at  Rose  Polytechnic  Institute,  spending  six¬ 
teen  years  in  securing  his  education.  He  began  his  active  career  in  the  engin¬ 
eering  department  of  the  Illinois  Central  Railroad  Company  at  Fort  Dodge, 
Iowa,  later  going  to  Missouri  upon  drainage  work  for  the  United  States  gov¬ 
ernment,  his  duties  also  calling  him  to  Arkansas.  In  1904,  he  began  on  his 
own  account  in  the  sand  and  material  business  at  Terre  Haute,  but  after  two 
years  accepted  a  position  in  special  work  with  the  engineering  department  of 
the  Evansville  &  Terre  Haute  Railroad.  Again  entering  the  employ  of  the 
government,  he  went  to  Arkansas,  but  the  climate^  proving  too  severe  for  his 
health  he  remained  only  a  short  time.  In  1907  he  undertook  to  make  a  map 
of  the  Union  Stock  Yards  at  Chicago  for  the  Chicago  Junction  Railroad.  This 
work  required  nine  and  a  half  months  and  was  brought  to  a  successful  comple¬ 
tion,  the  map  now  being  used  by  all  engineers  operating  at  the  stock  yards. 
In  1909,  Mr.  McCormick  came  to  Des  Moines  and  associated  with  Leon  Good¬ 
man  in  handling  contractors  supplies.  The  business  has  prospered  from  the 
outset,  and  the  firm  is  now  one  of  the  well  established  concerns  of  the  city. 

On  the  24th  day  of  October,  1905,  Mr.  McCormick  was  united  in  marriage 
at  Terre  Haute,  Indiana,  to  Miss  Gertrude  Theobold,  daughter  of  John  and 
Joyce  Theobold.  The  parents  are  natives  of  France  and  came  to  America  in 
1865,  Mr.  Theobold  now  serving  as  general  counsel  at  Terre  Haute  for  the  Yan- 
dalia  Railroad. 
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Mr.  McCormick  is  a  stanch  Methodist,  while  his  wife  is  equally  sincere  in 
her  devotion  to  the  Catholic  church.  He  is  also  identified  with  the  Young  Men’s 
Christian  Association  and  the  Grant  Club.  Politically,  he  is  independent,  pre¬ 
ferring  to  cast  his  vote  for  the  man  rather  than  the  party.  He  is  fond  of 
athletics  and  outdoor  sports  and  was  noted  as  a  football  player  in  college. 
A  constant  reader  of  the  best  books  he  is  well  informed  as  to  the  world’s  doings 
and  has  not  lost  his  love  for  literature  or  the  classics.  He  is  endowed  with  a 
laudable  ambition  to  advance  both  in  business  and  the  social  world,  and  the  suc¬ 
cess  he  has  already  attained  may  be  regarded  as  a  fair  prophecy  of  brilliant 
achievements  in  years  to  come. 


JOSEPH  H.  JONES. 

Joseph  H.  Jones,  who  has  been  for  twenty-five  years  a  practicing  attorney 
of  Des  Moines,  was  born  in  Pike  county,  Illinois,  February  19,  1854.  His  birth 
occurred  in  a  humble  log  cabin,  the  home  of  a  large  family  presided  over  by 
Thomas  J.  and  Martha  A.  (Freeman)  Jones.  The  father  was  a  native  of  Vir¬ 
ginia,  a  pioneer  Methodist  preacher  and  circuit  rider,  and  took  up  his  home  in 
the  wilds  of  Illinois  about  1820,  his  death  occurring  in  Pike  county,  in  1865. 
The  mother  was  a  native  of  Tennessee  and  a  daughter  of  William  Freeman 
who  moved  from  Virginia  to  Tennessee  and  engaged  as  a  planter.  The  paternal 
ancestors  on  the  father’s  side  came  to  America  from  Wales. 

Joseph  H.  Jones  possessed  very  limited  advantages  of  education  in  the 
schools  of  Pike  county  and  as  a  small  boy  attended  school  for  three  months  in 
winter,  being  obliged  to  travel  three  miles  through  the  snow  to  reach  the  school- 
house.  However,  he  acquired  sufficient  education  to  become  a  school-teacher 
and  taught  for  five  years  in  the  district  schools  of  Pike  county,  at  the  same 
time  studying  industriously  and  thus  laying  the  foundation  for  a  liberal  educa¬ 
tion.  He  attended  the  Gem  City  Commercial  College  at  Quincy,  Illinois,  from 
which  he  was  graduated,  becoming  a  member  of  the  faculty  and  principal  of 
bookkeeping,  commercial  law  and  advanced  arithmetic.  After  two  years  in  this 
position  he  served  as  principal  of  the  Ellington  public  school  of  Quincy  for  a 
period  of  two  years,  also  studying  law  in  the  office  of  Colonel  W.  W.  Berry 
In  1881  he  removed  to  Atlantic,  Cass  county,  Iowa,  and  was  admitted  to  prac¬ 
tice  in  this  state  by  Judge  Joseph  R.  Reed.  After  practicing  for  five  years  at 
Cherokee  he  came  to  Des  Moines  in  1886  and  soon  gained  recognition  as  an  in¬ 
telligent  and  successful  attorney.  He  has  practiced  with  various  firms,  but  is 
now  practicing  alone,  and  is  highly  esteemed  by  his  professional  brethren  of  the 
Bar  Association. 

On  the  23d  of  August,  1909,  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Ethel  L. 
Gibson,  a  native  of  Des  Moines  and  a  member  of  one  of  the  old  families  of  the 
city.  By  a  former  marriage  he  has  a  son,  Joseph  D.,  who  was  born  August  29, 
1894,  and  is  now  living  in  Des  Moines.  Politically  he  belongs  to  the  progressive 
element  of  the  republican  party  but  has  never  been  a  politician,  as  his  interest 
has  always  centered  in  his  profession  rather  than  in  politics.  He  has  for  many 
years  been  connected  with  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  was  one  of  the  organizers 
of  Xenophon  Lodge  of  Cherokee,  Iowa,  filling  all  of  the  chairs  in  the  lodge  and 
also  serving  on  several  occasions  as  representative  to  the  grand  lodge.  He 
formerly  held  membership  in  the  Grant  Club. 

He  was  a  poor  boy  and  very  early  received  his  introduction  to  hard  work. 
His  father  was  twice  thrown  from  his  horse  while  making  missionary  tours,  the 
last  accident  leaving  him  a  permanent  cripple.  This  occurred  about  the  time  of 
the  opening  of  the  Civil  war  and  four  of  the  older  sons  of  the  family  went  into 
the  army,  leaving  Joseph,  then  a  lad  of  about  eight  years,  to  attend  to  the  work 
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of  the  farm  and  also  to  raise  sufficient  food  to  provide  for  the  family  which 
consisted  of  the  father,  mother,  four  sisters  and  himself.  He  remembers  that 
he  could  hardly  reach  to  the  horses’  mouths  when  he  attempted  to  put  on  their 
bridles,  nor  was  he  tall  enough  without  great  exertion  to  hold  the  handles  of 
the  plow.  Two  of  his  brothers  lost  their  lives  in  the  war  and  on  the  return  of 
the  surviving  brothers  he  had  a  quarrel  with  one  of  them  and  ran  away  from 
home,  walking  for  many  miles  until,  finally  reaching  the  Mississippi  river,  he 
remembered  an  old  friend  of  his  father  who  lived  at  Clarksville,  Missouri,  and 
this  friend  had  often  expressed  a  desire  for  Joseph  as  his  son.  He  prevailed 
upon  a  kind-hearted  farmer  to  convey  him  across  the  river  to  his  old  friend, 
where  he  remained  for  several  weeks  and  then  returned  to  his  mother  and  was 
finally  forgiven  for  his  unexpected  departure.  He  passed  through  many  vicissi¬ 
tudes,  especially  in  the  earlier  years  of  his  life,  and  no  man  more  keenly  appre¬ 
ciates  a  happy  home  and  the  congenial  associations  of  family  or  friends.  He 
has  gained  a  fair  share  of  prosperity  in  his  profession  and  can  claim  a  host  of 
friends  in  Des  Moines  and  Iowa  who  are  pleased  to  give  to  him  their  unreserved 
confidence  and  profound  respect. 


FRED  W.  SWANSON. 

Although  a  young  man  and  just  fairly  launched  on  his  business  career,  Fred 
W.  Swanson  gives  evidence  of  attaining  a  prominent  place  in  the  well  established 
business  circles  of  Des  Moines.  He  was  born  at  Mason  City,  Iowa,  October 
io,  1886,  a  son  of  J.  A.  and  Lena  Jacobson  (Jorgen)  Swanson,  the  former  of 
whom  was  born  in  Sweden  and  the  latter  in  Norway.  The  father  came  to 
America  in  boyhood  and  for  a  number  of  years  was  employed  as  a  locomotive 
engineer.  There  were  six  children  in  the  family  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Swanson, 
namely:  John,  Oscar,  Ida,  Ernest,  Mabel  and  Fred  W.  Our  subject’s  grand¬ 
father,  Andrew  Jorgen,  was  a  soldier  of  the  Civil  war,  enlisting  from  Wisconsin. 
He  served  during  the  siege  of  Vicksburg  and  participated  in  many  other  impor¬ 
tant  battles  and  movements  of  the  war.  Ernest  Swanson  is  now  an  officer  of  the 
United  States  navy,  holding  the  rank  of  lieutenant  commander,  in  charge  of  the 
torpedo  fleet  of  the  Pacific  squadron. 

Fred  W.  Swanson  received  his  early  education  in  the  public  schools  of  Mason 
City,  graduating  from  the  high  school  in  1903.  Subsequently  he  became  a  stu¬ 
dent  at  Drake  University,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1907  with  the  degree 
of  A.  B.  Having  also  undertaken  the  study  of  law,  he  entered  the  law  depart¬ 
ment  of  the  same  institution  and  was  graduated  in  1908  with  the  degree  of  LL.B. 
Upon  leaving  college,  however,  instead  of  devoting  himself  to  the  profession  of 
law  he  associated  with  D.  H.  Buxton  in  the  Globe  Machinery  &  Supply  Company 
and  on  January  1,  1909,  was  made  general  manager  of  the  company,  also  being 
the  junior  partner.  This  concern  is  one  of  the  largest  of  the  kind  in  Iowa  and 
manufactures  boilers,  engines,  steam  pumps  and  engineers’,  mill,  mining  and  fac¬ 
tory  supplies  upon  a  very  extensive  scale.  It  maintains  a  general  office  and  store 
room  on  West  Court  avenue,  while  the  factory  and  shops  are  located  on  South¬ 
west  Seventh  street,  and  as  business  is  conducted  upon  up-to-date  principles  the 
firm  has  acquired  a  high  standing  in  the  community. 

On  the  17th  of  June,  1908,  Mr.  Swanson  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Beatrice  Olive  Buxton,  a  daughter  of  D.  H.  Buxton,  a  record  of  whom  appears 
elsewhere  in  this  work.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Swanson  have  two  children :  Beatrice 
Marie,  who  was  born  April  24,  1909;  Fred  W.,  Jr.,  born  July  19,  1911. 

Mr.  Swanson  is  a  supporter  of  the  republican  party  and  holds  membership 
in  the  Christian  church.  Fraternally  he  is  identified  with  the  Masonic  order  and 
socially  with  different  clubs  of  the  city.  By  his  intelligent  application  he  has 
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gained  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  business  with  which  his  name  is  connected 
and  is  an  active  factor  in  a  large  and  growing  enterprise.  He  represents  the  type 
of  educated  young  men  who  are  appearing  on  the  stage  of  the  business  world 
and  taking  their  places  at  the  helm.  That  he  will  score  a  brilliant  success  is  the 
opinion  of  those  who  best  know  him. 


WILLIAM  E.  MOYER. 

William  E.  Moyer,  the  proprietor  of  a  handsomely  equipped  garage'  at  No. 
1118  Locust  street  in  Des  Moines,  is  successfully  engaged  in  business  as  a  deale~ 
in  automobiles.  His  birth  occurred  in  Jones  county,  Iowa,  on  the  19th  of  April, 
1876,  his  parents  being  John  Harvey  and  Susan  (Byerly)  Moyer.  The  father 
was  born  in  Jones  county  on  the  12th  of  September,  1848,  while  the  mother’s 
birth  occurred  in  Linn  county,  this  state,  in  July,  1850.  John  H.  Moyer  is  a 
carpenter  by  trade.  Unto  him  and  his  wife  were  born  five  children,  as  follows : 
William  E.,  of  this  review;  Fred,  who  is  married  and  resides  in  Des  Moines; 
Clinton,  living  in  Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa;  Beulah,  at  home;  and  Harl,  who  also 
resides  in  Cedar  Rapids.  Two  brothers  of  John  H.  Moyer  participated  in  the 
Civil  war,  enlisting  from  Iowa. 

William  E.  Moyer  obtained  his  early  education  in  the  common  schools  of  his 
native  county  and  afterwards  attended  Coe  College  at  Cedar  Rapids,  being 
graduated  therefrom  with  the  class  of  1903.  He  then  entered  the  employ  of  the 
Chandler  Pump  Company  at  Cedar  Rapids  and  won  steady  promotion  in  recogni¬ 
tion  of  his  ability  and  fidelity,  holding  the  important  position  of  assistant  man¬ 
ager  at  the  time  he  severed  his  connection  with  the  concern.  Subsequently  he 
became  identified  with  the  automobile  business  in  Davenport,  serving  as  manager 
of  the  Buck  Auto  Company  for  one  year.  On  the  expiration  of  that  period  he 
came  to  Des  Moines  and  undertook  the  duties  devolving  upon  him  as  manager 
of  the  Sears  Auto  Company.  In  July,  1910,  he  embarked  in  business  on  his  own 
account,  opening  handsome  quarters  at  No.  1118  Locust  street,  where  he  has 
since  enjoyed  a  gratifying  patronage  as  a  dealer  in  motor  cars. 

On  the  10th  of  April,  1903,  Mr.  Moyer  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Edith  Belle  Magee,  of  Marion,  Iowa,  her  parents  being  John  and  Margaret 
(Beck)  Magee.  Her  father,  who  is  now  deceased,  was  at  one  time  a  lumberman 
in  the  south.  Mr.  Moyer  is  a  republican  in  politics  and  a  Methodist  in  religious 
faith.  He  belongs  to  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  is  likewise  a  member  of  the 
Commercial  Club.  Improving  the  advantages  that  have  come  to  him,  he  has 
made  steady  progress  in  the  business  world  and  is  now  one  of  the  prosperous 
residents  of  Des  Moines. 


LOUIS  C.  KURTZ. 

For  forty-four  years  Louis  C.  Kurtz  has  been  a  resident  of  Des  Moines  and 
has  been  a  witness  to  the  wonderful  changes  that  have  taken  place,  making  the 
capital  city  one  of  the  most  beautiful  and  flourishing  centers  on  the  continent. 
He  has  been  from  the  commencement  of  his  active  career  closely  identified  with 
the  business  interests  and  has  shared  in  the  prosperity  now  visible  on  every 
hand.  Born  November  28,  1867,  he  is  the  son  of  Louis  H.  Kurtz,  of  this  city, 
a  sketch  of  whom  appears  elsewhere  in  this  work. 

Louis  C.  Kurtz  grew  to  manhood  under  highly  favorable  conditions  and 
after  receiving  his  preliminary  education  in  the  Des  Moines  schools,  pursued  a 
business  course  in  a  college  at  Atchison,  Kansas.  He  then  became  identified 
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with  his  father  in  the  hardware  and  sheet  metal  business.  After  working  for 
three  years,  during  which  time  he  learned  the  trade,  he  entered  the  hardware 
store  of  which  his  father  was  the  head  and  has  ever  since  been  connected  with 

that  line. 

The  Kurtz  firm  has  long  been  prominent  in  the  plumbing  and  heating  line 
and  have  equipped  many  of  Iowa’s  finest  public  and  business  structures.  Later 
departments  devoted  to  the  wholesaling  of  plumbing  and  heating  supplies  were 
added  and  they  were  the  first  jobbers  of  plumbing  supplies  in  this  city.  The 
business  was  incorporated  in  1902,  as  the  L.  H.  Kurtz  Hardware  Company,  our 
subject  becoming  the  first  secretary  and  manager  of  the  concern.  Under  capable 
management  the  business  has  grown  to  large  proportions  and  is  now  the 
most  important  enterprise  of  the  kind  in  Des  Moines.  Our  subject  is  also  presi¬ 
dent  and  director  of  the  Des  Moines  Sheet  Metal  Company  and  a  director  of 
the  German  Savings  Bank. 

On  the  23d  of  June,  1896,  Mr.  Kurtz  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Alice 
E.  McDonnell,  a  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  N.  S.  McDonnell.  The  father  is  the 
head  of  the  McDonnell  Boiler  &  Iron  Works  of  Des  Moines  and  is  one  of  the 
well  known  and  highly  respected  citizens.  Mrs.  McDonnell  passed  away  June 
15,  1876.  The  home"  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kurtz  has  been  brightened  by  the  ar¬ 
rival  of  three  children:  Clarence  N.,  Louis  Henry,  and  Bernard  N. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kurtz  are  devoted  members  of  the  Catholic  church,  and  she 
is  an  active  worker  in  the  Des  Moines  W omen  s  Club  and  the  Literary  Club. 
Politically  Mr.  Kurtz  is  a  strong  believer  in  the  principles  of  the  republican  party 
and  gives  its  candidates  his  hearty  support.  On  May  1,  1911,  upon  the  recom¬ 
mendation  of  Senator  Albert  B.  Cummins,  he  was  appointed  postmaster  of  Des 
Moines  and  assumed  charge  of  the  office  the  1st  day  of  the  following  June.  . 

Outside  of  his  business  activities  Mr.  Kurtz  has  given  liberally  of  his  time 
and  energies  to  service  to  the  public  and  every  movement  looking  to  the  civic 
betterment  of  his  native  city  has  had  his  hearty  cooperation.  He  served  for  eight 
years  as  member  of  the  school  board  and  was  three  times  selected  as  its  presi¬ 
dent.  He  was  a  member  during  the  period  of  consolidation  of  the  various  school 
districts  and  to  his  labors  are  due  in  no  small  degree  the  present  high  efficiency 
of  the  public-school  system.  He  was  one  of  the  pioneers  in  the  agitation  for 
the  river  front  improvements  and  was  one  of  the  early  members  of  the  Greater 
Des  Moines  Committee,  and  also  served  for  four  years  as  chairman  of  the  execu¬ 
tive  committee  of  the  Auditorium  board. 

Socially  Mr.  Kurtz  is  connected  with  the  Knights  of  Columbus,  the  Elks,  and 
the  Grant,  New  Des  Moines,  Hyperion  and  Commercial  Clubs.  He  is  built  upon 
a  liberal  and  progressive  scale,  which  sees  hope  where  another,  less  discerning, 
might  perceive  nothing  but  disappointment.  He  is  sociable,  energetic  and  open 
to  the  truth  from  whatsoever  source  it  may  come,  and  by  application  of  correct 
principles,  he  has  attained  merited  success.  The  family  residence  is  at  963 
Twenty-first  street. 


JOHN  OLSON. 


The  well  known  characteristics  of  thrift  and  industry  which  predominate  in 
the  native  sons  of  Sweden  are  exemplified  in  the  career  of  John  Olson,  who 
was  born  in  Helsenburg,  Sweden,  June  19,  1862,  a  son  of  Christian  John  and 
Cecilia  (Benson)  Olson.  The  father  was  a  well  known  and  wealthy  stock- 
raiser,  making  a  specialty  of  feeding  cattle  for  the  market.  His  death  occurred 

in  Sweden  in  1902.  ,  , 

John  Olson  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  his  native  land  and  was 

apprenticed  to  the  mason’s  and  carpenter’s  trades,  paying  his  way  while  learning, 
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as  is  the  custom  in  the  old  country.  He  worked  for  three  years  at  each  trade 
and  received  a  certificate  of  efficiency,  and  then,  learning  that  there  were  broader 
fields  of  industry  in  the  new  world,  he  emigrated  to  the  United  States,  locating 
in  Des  Moines  in  1882,  and  here  engaged  in  the  stone  contracting  business  for  a 
short  period.  He  later  took  up  contract  work  along  the  same  line  for  the  Chi¬ 
cago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Railroad,  with  which  he  was  connected  for  six 
years.  In  1887  he  returned  to  Des  Moines,  where  he  has  since  continued  to 
follow  contracting  and  building  and  has  erected  many  of  the  notable  buildings  in 
Des  Moines,  among  them  being  the  insane  asylum.  Mr.  Olson  has  prospered, 
his  success  being  the  logical  result  of  well  applied  diligence  and  unfaltering 
perseverance,  and  he  is  today  one  of  the  substantial  and  honored  citizens  of 
Des  Moines,  where  he  owns  a  considerable  amount  of  valuable  real  estate. 

On  May  1,  1888,  Mr.  Olson  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Augusta  Swan¬ 
son,  and  they  have  become  the  parents  of  the  following  children:  Albert  L., 
born  August  11,  1890,  who  is  a  salesman  for  the  Donavan  Shoe  Company; 
Hazel  E.,  born  April  7,  1892,  who  was  graduated  from  the  high  school  and  is 
now  employed  in  the  store  of  Mandelbaum  &  Sons ;  and  Elmer  O.,  born  October 
10,  1893,  who  is  also  employed  by  Mandelbaum  &  Sons. 

Mr.  Olson  exercises  his  right  of  franchise  by  voting  the  republican  ticket 
In  religion  he  follows  the  tenets  of  the  Presbyterian  church,  and  fraternally  he 
has  attained  to  the  thirty-second  degree  in  the  Masonic  order,  being  also  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Mystic  Shrine.  He  is  a  man  of  unquestioned  integrity  and  his  many 
excellent  personal  qualities  are  evidenced  by  his  genial  nature  and  the  affection 
he  has  always  maintained  for  his  home  ties.  He  is  a  man  worthy  in  every  re¬ 
spect  of  the  high  esteem  in  which  he  is  held  by  his  numerous  friends.  The 
family  now  reside  at  1725  East  Twelfth  street,  where  Mr.  Olson  erected  a  new 
home  in  1911. 


WILLIAM  F.  CRAM. 

William  F.  Cram  has  been  closely  associated  with  the  commercial  interests 
of  Des  Moines  since  1901,  when  he  became  secretary  and  manager  of  the  Iowa 
Drug  Company.  He  had  previously  had  extended  experience  in  this  field  of 
labor  and,  splendidly  equipped  for  his  present  position,  he  has  carefully,  syste¬ 
matically  and  widely  controlled  the  interests  under  his  direction,  his  labors  bring¬ 
ing  a  substantial  measure  of  success  to  the  company  which  he  now  officially  rep¬ 
resents.  He  was  born  in  Boston,  Massachusetts,  January  25,  1856. 

His  father,  George  C.  Cram,  was  a  native  of  Burlington,  Vermont,  and  his 
life  record  covered  the  intervening  period  from  1827  until  his  death  in  1907. 
For  a  long  period  he  was  engaged  in  the  packing  business  in  Boston.  He  mar¬ 
ried  Agnes  Jackson,  who  was  born  in  Preston,  England,  in  1831,  and  was  a 
granddaughter  of  Dr.  Templeton,  who  was  a  surgeon  in  the  British  army  dur¬ 
ing  the  Revolutionary  war.  On  the  paternal  side  the  ancestry  is  traced  back  to 
colonial  days  and  the  family  was  represented  in  the  American  army  of  the  war 
for  independence.  The  sisters  of  William  F.  Cram  are  connected  with  the 
Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution.  In  the  father’s  family  were  nine  chil¬ 
dren,  of  whom  the  following  are  living.  Elizabeth,  residing  in  Marseilles,  Illinois; 
William  F.,  of  this  review;  Jennie,  the  wife  of  C.  M.  Hobart,  of  Omaha;  Ralph, 
who  is  married  and  lives  in  Ottawa,  Illinois;  Lewis,  also  married,  making  his 
home  in  Chicago;  and  Lillian,  the  widow  of  J.  F.  Taylor,  of  Kansas  City. 

During  the  period  of  William  F.  Cram’s  childhood  the  f amity  removed  west¬ 
ward  to  Chicago  and  he  pursued  his  education  in  the  public  schools  of  that 
city,  passing  through  consecutive  grades  until  he  was  graduated  from  the  high 
school.  Thinking  to  find  the  drug  business  congenial  and  hoping  to  find  it 
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profitable,  he  prepared  for  his  chosen  calling  as  a  student  in  the  College  of 
Pharmacy  of  Chicago.  His  first  work  in  that  connection  was  in  the  management 
of  a  retail  drug  house  of  Moline,  Illinois,  where  he  conducted  a  store  for  ten 
years,  on  the  expiration  of  which  period  he  sold  out  and  went  upon  the  road  as 
traveling  salesman  for  the  well  known  drug  house  of  Meyer  Brothers  of  St. 
Louis,  whom  he  represented  for  sixteen  years.  He  became  widely  known  to 
the  trade  in  that  time  and  was  very  popular  with  many  of  his  patrons.  He 
removed  to  Des  Moines  in  June,  1896,  but  still  continued  traveling  for  the  St. 
Louis  drug  company  until  1901,  when  he  localized  his  business  interests  by 
becoming  secretary  and  manager  of  the  Iowa  Drug  Company,  of  which  George 
E.  King  is  the  president.  This  is  a  wholesale  enterprise  of  large  proportions 
and  its  success  in  the  past  ten  years  is  attributable  in  very  great  measure  to  the 
efforts,  business  activity  and  unfaltering  enterprise  of  Mr.  Cram.  He  is  watch¬ 
ful  of  all  the  details  pointing  to  success,  closely  studies  the  conditions  of  the 
trade  and  endeavors  at  ail  times  to  meet  the  wants  of  his  patrons. 

In  Tune,  1877,  Mr.  Cram  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Anna  E.  Stroh, 
who  was  born  in  Oregon,  Illinois,  a  daughter  of  Luther  Stroh,  a  contractor, 
and  Mrs.  M.  (Rine)  Stroh.  By  this  marriage  have  been  born  three  children; 
B.  H.,  who  is  married  and  is  connected  with  the  Iowa  Drug  Company;  Agnes, 
the  wife  of  F.  P.  Carr ;  and  Anna,  yet  under  the  parental  roof. 

The  family  residence  is  at  551  Thirty-fifth  street.  They  are  members  of 
the  Congregational  church  and  Mr.  Cram  is  well  known  and  popular  in  various 
fraternal  organizations  and  associations,  holding  membership  with  the  Masons, 
the  Elks,  the  Iowa  State  Traveling  Men’s  Association,  the  Iowa  Commercial 
Men’s  Association  and  the  Travelers  Protective  Association.  He  also  belongs 
to  the  Golf  and  Country  Club,  the  Grand  \  iew  Golf  Club  and  the  Grant  Club, 
his  chief  .source  of  recreation  being  golf.  In  politics  he  is  a  republican.  He  has 
made  steady  progress  from  the  outset  of  his  business  career  and  his  present 
enviable  position  is  the  evidence  of  his  business  ability  and  intelligently  directed 

energy7. 


CHARLES  F.  MILLER. 

No  other  country  of  the  world  offers  such  inducements  to  the  business  man 
as  America,  and  it  is  doubtful  whether  any  state  in  the  Union  presents  better 
opportunities  along  lines  of  material  development  than  Iowa.  Centrally  located 
and  with  an  easy  access  of  the  great  plains  region,  also  of  the  northwest  and 
southwest,  no  more  convenient  vantage  ground  could  be  selected  for  a  dealer  in 
real  estate  or  farm  lands.  So  it  seemed  to  Charles  F.  Miller  ten  or  twelve  years 
ago  when  he  decided  to  go  into  the  land  business  in  Iowa,  and  he  located  in 
Des  Moines  about  four  years  ago. 

Born  in  Knox  county,  Illinois,  February  4,  1869,  he  is  the  son  of  Josiah  and 
Sarah  C.  (Eveland)  Miller,  the  former  of  whom  was  born  in  Highland  county, 
Ohio,  October  10,  1844,  and  the  latter  in  Morgan  county,  Ohio,  April  29,  1848. 
The  father  was  one  of  the  prominent  farmers  and  stockmen  of  his  region  and 
was  the  head  of  a  family  of  nine  children,  namely:  Ida,  now  the  wife  of  F.  L. 
Hollibaugh,  of  Des  Moines;  Charles  F.,  the  subject  of  this  review;  Hattie,  the 
wife  of  J.  P.  Nichol  of  LTnion  county,  Iowa;  May,  the  wife  of  Rev.  W.  W. 
Hart,  of' Montana;  W.  A.,  of  Jasper  county,  Indiana;  Lulu,  the  wife  of  Bert 
Webb,  of  Wichita,  Kansas;  Nora,  now  Mrs.  Edward  Fuger,  of  Dighton,  Kan¬ 
sas  ;  and  J.  A.  and  Floyd,  both  of  Union  county,  Iowa.  . 

Charles  F.  Miller  was  educated  in  the  district  schools  and  early  learned  Irom 
his  father  the  various  steps  in  agriculture  and  stock-raising  that  produce  the 
most  satisfactory  returns.  He  began  his  business  career  as  a  farmer,  a  voca¬ 
tion  with  which  he  has  since  almost  continuously  been  identified.  He  has  had 


C.  F.  MILLER 


CITY  OF  DES  MOINES  AND  POLK  COUNTY 


1269 


practical  acquaintance  with  various  parts  of  the  country  and  spent  five  years 
mining  for  gold  in  Colorado  and  Nevada.  About  1899  he  began  to  concentrate 
his  attention  upon  the  real-estate  business  and  since  that  time  he  has  disposed 
of  many  tracts  of  land  in  the  south  and  the  west,  his  efforts  now  being  directed  to 
the  disposal  of  Texas  lands  and  also  to  the  encouragement  of  immigration.  His 
firm  owns  large  bodies  of  land  in  Texas,  New  Mexico  and  Florida,  and  has 
attained  a  position  enabling  it  to  meet  almost  any  demand  that  comes  from  in¬ 
vestors. 

In  1889  Mr.  Miller  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Nettie  Bevington,  a  native 
of  Ringgold  county,  Iowa,  a  daughter  of  Benjamin  and  Elizabeth  (Newton) 
Bevington,  the  former  of  whom  was  for  a  number  of  years  identified  with  the 
agricultural  interests  of  the  county.  Two  children  have  blessed  the  union  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Miller:  Lola,  who  is  a  graduate  of  the  North  high  school  of  the 
class  of  1911;  and  Fern,  a  student  of  the  Hubbell  school. 

Mr.  Miller  ever  since  reaching  manhood  has  voted  the  democratic  ticket  and 
is  untiring  in  his  support  of  the  principles  of  the  party.  Religiously  he  affiliates 
with  the  Christian  church,  being  a  strong  believer  of  the  interpretations  of  the 
Bible  as  expounded  by  leaders  of  that  denomination.  Fraternally  he  is  con¬ 
nected  with  the  Odd  Fellows,  the  Rebekahs,  Knights  of  Pythias,  Modern  Wood¬ 
men  of  America  and  the  Mystic  Toilers,  and  in  the  various  relations  of  life  he 
seeks  to  apply  from  day  to  day  the  kindly  principles  of  those  beneficent  organ¬ 
izations. 


FRANK  CRAM. 

Frank  Cram,  a  well  known  and  successful  contractor  of  Des  Moines,  was 
born  in  Madison  county,  Iowa,  on  the  10th  of  October,  1866,  a  son  of  Martin 
and  Matilda  (Childers)  Cram,  who  were  pioneers  of  this  state  and  bore  an 
important  part  in  its  development  and  upbuilding.  They  came  overland,  making 
the  journey  by  team  and  wagon,  and  later  the  father  drove  a  stagecoach  across 
the  prairies.  They,  were  married  in  Winterset,  Madison  county,  where  Mrs. 
Cram’s  father,  Benjamin  Childers,  was  a  prominent  citizen. 

Frank  Cram  acquired  his  education  in  a  country  school  five  miles  east  of 
Des  Moines  and  after  laying  aside  his  text-books  engaged  in  teaming  for  seven 
years  in  the  employ  of  others.  In  1892  he  embarked  in  the  same  business  on 
his  own  account,  buying  several  teams  and  taking  contracts  principally  for 
excavations  and  foundations.  He  has  prospered  to  such  an  extent  that  today 
he  is  considered  one  of  the  leading  men  in  his  branch  of  industry  in  the  city. 
For  the  past  fifteen  years  he  has  done  the  excavation  for  the  most  important 
buildings  in  Des  Moines  and  during  this  time  has  added  to  his  business,  becom¬ 
ing  a  dealer  in  building  materials,  contractors’  supplies,  brick,  mortar,  cement, 
etc.  He  has  brought  the  latter  part  of  his  business  to  a  point  where  he  expects 
shortly  to  turn  over  the  actual  management  to  his  sons. 

On  the  17th  of  February,  1888,  Mr.  Cram  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Martha  E.  Blacketer,  a  daughter  of  Huston  and  Mary  Blacketer,  both  of  whom 
were  pioneers  of  Des  Moines.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cram  have  become  the  parents 
of  ten  children,  as  follows :  Mabel  A.,  who  was  born  September  30,  1889,  and 
is  now  the  wife  of  A.  O.  Clark;  Frederick  W.,  born  May  15,  1891;  Albert  L., 
who  was  born  February  13,  1893,  and  is  a  graduate  of  the  Capital  City  'Com¬ 
mercial  College;  Myrtle  M.,  who  was  born  October  6,  1895,  and  is  now  attend¬ 
ing  high  school;  Harry  E.,  born  June  23,  1897;  Flossie  B.,  born  June  12,  1899; 
Gladys  M.,  born  January  11,  1901 ;  Clifford  L.,  born  November  11,  1903;  Winnie 
B.,  born  November  27,  1906;  and  Margaret  L.,  born  July  7,  1911. 

In  his  political  relations  Mr.  Cram  is  a  progressive  republican  and  in  religion 
supports  the  tenets  of  the  United  Brethren  church.  Fraternally  he  is  affiliated 
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with  the  Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen.  He  is  a  man  of  domestic  tastes, 
a  devoted  father  and  takes  great  pride  in  the  accomplishments  of  his  children. 
He  is  a  genial,  sociable  gentleman  personally,  as  is  attested  by  the  warm  regard 
in  which  he  is  held  by  many  friends,  and  in  business  he  stands  for  all  that  is 
upright  and  honest — a  man  who  is  in  every  way  a  credit  to  the  city  of  Des  Moines. 


EGBERT  L.  LLOYD. 

It  requires  energy,  persistence  and  discernment  as  well  as  sound  business 
judgment  for  a  man  to  reach  and  hold  a  place  in  the  commercial  circles  of  large 
cities,  but  E.  L.  Lloyd  is  today  at  the  head  of  two  important  concerns  in  Des 
Moines.  He  is  a  native  of  White  Rose,  Whitchurch  township,  York  county, 
Ontario,  Canada,  and  was  born  January  n,  1876,  a  son  of  Charles  and  Jane 
(Coulter)  Lloyd,  both  of  whom  were  born  in  Canada.  The  father,  who  was  a 
farmer,  died  at  the  age  of  fifty-one  years,  while  the  mother  passed  away  March 
parents  on  both  sides  were  the  first  to  emigrate  and  took  up  their  residence  in 
Canada.  Their  descendants  are  now  to  be  found  in  various  parts  of  Canada 
4,  1892.  The  Lloyds  came  to  America  from  the  northern  part  of  England  and 
the  ancestors  on  the  maternal  side  also  came  from  that  country.  The  grand- 
and  the  United  States. 

Egbert  L.  Lloyd  received  his  education  in  the  public  schools  of  his  home 
township  until  he  reached  the  age  of  sixteen.  As  he  grew  to  manhood  he  was 
employed  during  the  summer  months  on  the  neighboring  farms.  After  leaving 
school  he  engaged  with  a  farmer  for  an  entire  year  and  at  the  end  of  that  time 
received  his  wages  in  one  sum,  amounting  to  forty-four  dollars.  He  was  twenty 
years  of  age  when  his  father  died  and,  having  previously  lost  his  mother,  there 
were  no  ties  to  bind  him  to  his  old  home  and  he  started  out  to  meet  the  world. 
He  went  to  Detroit,  Michigan,  and  began  learning  the  trade  of  stove  plate  mold¬ 
ing,  which  he  followed  for  about  a  year.  This  occupation,  however,  did  not 
appeal  to  his  fancy  and  he  resigned  his  position,  traveling  westward  to  Chicago, 
where  he  spent  only  a  short  time.  He  found  employment  at  putting  in  timbers 
in  the  mines  for  the  Milwaukee  Railway  Company  at  Braceville,  Illinois,  and 
passed  through  various  positions,  including  those  of  assistant  blacksmith,  car 
inspector  and  bookkeeper,  continuing  with  that  company  for  about  one  year. 
In  1896  he  arrived  at  Oskaloosa,  Iowa,  and  secured  a  position  with  the  Garfield 
Coal  Company,  of  which  he  became  general  sales  agent.  He  was  with  that 
company  about  five  years  and  in  the  course  of  that  time  became  well  acquainted 
with  the  coal  business.  About  1901  he  came  to  Des  Moines  and  entered  the 
employ  of  the  Consolidated  Coal  Company  as  general  sales  agent,  in  which 
position  he  continued  for  three  years.  He  then  resigned,  having  become  inter¬ 
ested  in  the  lumber  business,  and  organized  the  Star  Lumber  Company,  Incor¬ 
porated,  of  which  he  was  made  president,  E.  D.  Landree,  of  Atlanta,  Missouri, 
becoming  vice  president  and  general  manager.  The  headquarters  of  the  com¬ 
pany  are  at  Des  Moines  and  it  handles  all  kinds  of  mine  materials,  mine  supports, 
saw  ties,  railroad  ties,  etc.  Under  capable  management  the  business  has  grown 
rapidly  and  the  company  is  now  known  in  the  principal  states  of  the  west.  It 
owns  about  eight  hundred  acres  in  one  of  the  best  timber  belts  of  the  state.  Mr. 
Lloyd  is  also  president  of  the  Evans-Lloyd  Fuel  Company, .  the  largest  retail 
coal  company  in  the  city,  of  which  he  has  been  the  head  since  May  1,  1908. 
He  owns  three  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  good  farm  land  in  Davis  county, 
Iowa,  which  he  is  now  renting,  his  principal  energies  being  devoted  to  the  enter¬ 
prises  in  Des  Moines  which  are  among  the  large  and  growing  concerns  and 
call  for  an  extensive  experience  and  special  ability  on  the  part  of  the  officers. 
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In  religious  belief  Mr.  Lloyd  affiliates  with  the  Methodist  church  and  fra¬ 
ternally  he  is  identified  with  Capital  Lodge  No.  no,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  the 
Elks.  In  politics  he  adheres  to  the  republican  party  and  socially  he  is’ a  valued 
member  of  the  Grant  and  Hyperion  Clubs.  He  is  fond  of  hunting  and  fishing 
and  makes  a  trip  each  summer  to  the  Great  Lakes  and  in  winter  finds  time  to 
camp  and  hunt  in  the  southern  pines.  His  progress  from  his  entrance  into 
business  life  has  been  toward  larger  responsibility  and  he  has  always  proven 
equal  to  solving  the  problems  as  they  appeared.  He  owes  his  success  principally 
to  promptness  in  meeting  emergencies,  clearness  of  perception  and  courage  in 
taking  advantage  of  opportunities  which  perhaps  others  did  not  so  clearly  per¬ 
ceive.  He  has  never  used  questionable  methods  and  is  therefore  justly  entitled 
to  the  high  esteem  in  which  he  is  held  by  his  business  associates  and  the  com¬ 
munity  at  large. 


J.  MARTIN  ERICKSON. 

One  of  the  most  versatile  and  artistic  members  of  the  commercial  fraternity 
in  Des  Moines  is  J.  Martin  Erickson,  who  is  one  of  ten  children  born  to  John 
and  Anne  G.  (Hultgren)  Erickson,  and  his  birth  occurred  in  Sweden  in  1879. 
The  family  emigrated  to  the  United  States  in  1880,  locating  upon  a  farm  near 
Chariton,  Iowa,  where  the  father  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  until  his 
demise. 

Being  about  two.  years  of  age.  when  he  left  his  native  land,  J.  Martin  Erick¬ 
son  has  spent  practically  his  entire  life  in  America,  having  acquired  his  educa¬ 
tion  in  the  common  schools  of  Iowa.  While  still  very  young  he  gave  marked 
evidence  of  possessing  artistic  ability.  He  could  draw  with  unusual  skill  and 
precision  and  also  displayed  more  than  average  musical  ability,  having  an  excel¬ 
lent  and  quite  accurate  sense  of  pitch  as  well  as  keen  appreciation  of  rythm 
and  harmony.  These,  when  combined  with  an  imagination  far  more  vivid  and 
original  than  that  of  the  majority  of  children,  stamped  him  as  precocious.  His 
artistic  tastes  and  ability  were  undoubtedly  inherited  from  his  mother,  who 
possessed  much  the  same  nature  and  qualities,  although  possibly  less  marked. 
Not,  however,  until  he  had  attained  his  majority  was  Mr.  Erickson  able  to 
gratify  his  longing  to  study  art.  At  that  time  he  became  a  pupil  of  Professor 
Neal,  of  St.  Louis,  in  water  color,  and  later  he  went  to  Chicago,  where  he 
studied  under  Miss  Gertrude  Estabrook.  Returning  to  Des  Moines  he  took  a 
course  in  china  painting  under  Mrs.  Carter  and  figure  and  still  life  under  Mrs. 
Lease.  For  two  years,  he  was  identified  with  the  Chariton  Commercial  College 
where  he  had  classes  in  drawing  and  water  color.  He  became  a  resident  of 
Des  Moines  in  1908,  since  which  time  he  has  twice  exhibited  his  work  at  the 
state  fair,  where  he  was  awarded  many  of  the  prizes.  At  the  Hoyt  Sherman 
exhibit  in  1909  he  carried  off  all  of  the  first  honors  for  ceramic  decoration. 

Mr.  Erickson  has  also  devoted  considerable  attention  to  music  and  has  written 
several  compositions  which  have  been  published.  He  is  also  a  student  at  the 
Mid  Western  Conservatory  of  Music,  having  a  very  high,  robust  tenor  voice, 
which  they  say  will  place  him  among  the  greatest  of  living  singers.  He  has 
achieved  great  distinction  in  the  field  of  literature  and  now  has  three  novels 
in  the  hands  of  publishers,  all  of  which  have  been  accepted  and  will  shortly  be 
issued,  while. his  ability  as  a  short  story  writer  has  had  wide  recognition.  Many  of 
his  contributions  having  been  accepted  and  published  in  Harper’s,  Munsey’s  and 
Toung’s  magazines,  while  he  is  acting  as  special  correspondent  to  the  Chicago 
Record  Herald  and  Men  and  Women’s  Magazine.  Owing  to  the  demise  of  his 
father,  his  brother.  Erick  G.  Erickson  came  to  Des  Moines  and  J.  Martin  Erick¬ 
son  united  with  him  in  the  purchase  of  the  Richardson  Cafe  on  Locust  street, 
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but  which  recently  burned,  leaving  the  brothers  to  sustain  heavy  losses,  there 

being  only  a  small  insurance  on  the  place.  .  . 

Mr.  Erickson  attends  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  with  which  he  is 
affiliated  by  membership,  while  he  is  also  identified  with  the  Homesteaders  lodge. 
His  political  support  is  accorded  the  democratic  party,  but  as  he  has  never  aspired 
to  a  position  in  public  life  he  does  not  actively  participate  in  civic  affairs. 


CYRUS  KIRK. 

Among  those  men  who,  by  their  personal  worth  and  their  own  unaided  ef¬ 
forts,  have  risen  from  the  humblest  walks  of  life  to  fill  the  highest  official  posi¬ 
tions,'  and  whose  records  should  afford  example  and  inspiration  to  the  youth  of 
today,  is  Cyrus  Kirk,  president  of  the  Equitable  Life  Insurance  Company  of 

Iowa.  . 

Mr.  Kirk  was  born  on  a  farm  in  Lancaster  county,  Pennsylvania,  June  i, 

1844,  a  son  of  Jacob  L.  and  Jane  (Milner)  Kirk.  His  parents  were  of  good  old 
Quaker  stock,  and  their  families  were  numbered  among  the  oldest  established  in 
Pennsylvania.  His  mother  was  of  English  origin,  while  the  paternal  line  is 
traced  back  to  Roger  Kirk,  one  of  three  brothers  who  were  the  progenitors  of 
the  American  family  and  of  whom  our  subject  is  a  descendant  in  the^  sixth 
generation.  The  line  of  descent  is  designated  by  Roman  numerals  in  the  follow¬ 
ing  : 

I.  Roger  Kirk,  a  native  of  the  north  of  Ireland,  emigrated  to  America  not 

later  than  1712  and  located  in  East  Nottingham,  province  of  Pennsylvania,  in 
what  is  now  the  southern  part  of  Chester  county.  Here  he  purchased  large 
tracts  of  land  along  Northeast  creek  and  engaged  in  farming  and  weaving.  He 
married  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Nathaniel  and  Mary  Richards,  of  Ashton,  Penn¬ 
sylvania.  ,  . 

II.  Timothy,  eldest  son  of  Roger  and  Elizabeth  Kirk,  married  Ann,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Elisha  and  Rachel  Gatchell. 

III.  Roger,  second  son  of  Timothy  and  Ann  Kirk,  served  as  a  captain  m 
the  Continental  Army  during  the  Revolutionary  w  ar.  He  married  Rachel, 

daughter  of  Elisha  and  Mary  Hughes.  .  .  ,  ,  . 

IV.  Levi,  sixth  son  of  Roger  and  Rachel  Kirk,  married  Rachel,  daughter 
of  Jacob  and  Rachel  (Allen)  Kirk,  who  was  also  a  descendant  of  Roger  Kirk 
through  another  line,  namely:  Roger  (1),  William  (2),  and  Jacob  (3). 

V  Tacob  L.,  only  child  of  Levi  and  Rachel  Kirk,  married  Jane  M.,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Cyrus  and  Sarah  Milner,  of  Lancaster  county,  Pennsylvania,  and  had 
seven  children,  all  of  whom  arrived  at  maturity.  The  three  eldest,  Sarah,  Ruth 
and  Levi,  are  now  deceased.  Those  surviving  are:  Mrs.  Rachel  Miller,  of 
Glen  Roy,  Chester  county,  Pennsylvania;  Cyrus  Kirk,  the  subject  of  this  sketcn ; 
lacob  F.  Kirk,  vice  president  of  the  Consolidated  Lamp  &  Glass  Company,  of 
Pittsburg,  Pennsylvania;  and  Thaddeus  S.,  who  was  for  forty  years  identified 
with  the  Jones  &  Laughlin  Steel  Company  and  is  now  engaged  in  real-estate 

business  in  Pittsburg.  .  0 

Tacob  L.  Kirk  was  born  in  Chester  county,  Pennsylvania,  January  31,  1814, 
and  devoted  his  life  to  farming  and  merchandising  in  that  and  _  Lancaster 
counties.  His  death  occurred  in  1872,  while  his  wife  passed  away  in  1848  at 

the  age  of  thirty-two  years.  ,  . 

Spending  his  boyhood  on  his  father’s  farm,  Cyrus  Kirk  had  only  such  educa¬ 
tional  advantages  as  were  afforded  by  the  country  schools  of  that  day.  But  be¬ 
ing  of  a  studious  nature,  he  has  endeavored  throughout  his  life  to  acquire  by 
study  and  experience  the  advantages  that  were  denied  him  in  his  youth. 
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At  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  war,  he  responded  to  the  call  for  volunteers  to 
defend  the  union  of  the  states,  and  in  September,  1861,  at  the  age  of  seventeen, 
enlisted  as  a  corporal  in  Company  E,  Purnell’s  Legion,  Maryland  Volunteer 
Infantry,  and  served  in  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  until  mustered  out  at  Balti¬ 
more  in  October,  1864.  His  regiment  participated  in  many  of  the  engagements 
of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  the  first  of  importance  being  at  Antietam,  and 
the  last  at  Petersburg.  During  the  last  fifteen  months  of  his  service  he  was  on 
detached  duty  as  clerk  to  Colonel  S.  M.  Bowman  and  General  William  Birney. 
An  elder  brother,  Levi  Kirk,  served  also  throughout  the  war  as  orderly  sergeant 
of  the  same  company. 

At  the  close  of  the  war,  Mr.  Kirk  engaged  in  blacksmithing  near  his  old 
home,  but,  acting  upon  the  advice  of  Horace  Greeley,  came  west  in  the  spring 
of  1867  and  settled  in  Des  Moines,  then  a  village  of  about  seven  thousand  popu¬ 
lation.  For  a  short  time  he  engaged  in  blacksmithing  here ;  then  in  the  grocery 
business;  and  later  in  milling  and  grain  buying,  in  which  he  continued  until  1875. 

In  October  of  the  latter  year,  Mr.  Kirk  became  connected  with  The  Equit¬ 
able  Life  Insurance  Company  of  Iowa,  and  since  that  date,  covering  a  period 
of  thirty-six  years,  has  been  identified  with  the  upbuilding  of  that  enterprise. 
He  entered  the  employ  of  the  company  as  bookkeeper,  was  promoted  to  the 
office  of  assistant  secretary  in  1882,  and  to  that  of  secretary  in  1888.  In  1891 
he  was  made  vice  president  and  general  manager,  and  was  elected  president  Jan¬ 
uary  8,  1907.  Mr.  Kirk’s  management  of  the  company  has  always  been  along 
conservative  lines,  believing  that  safety  should  be  the  fundamental  principle  in 
the  handling  of  trust  funds.  However,  he  has  not  been  lacking  in  the  progressive 
and  initiative  qualities  so  essential  to  success  in  these  days  of  strong  competi¬ 
tion.  During  his  administration  the  Equitable  has  enjoyed  a  rapid,  though  sub¬ 
stantial  growth,  which  has  placed  it  among  the  best  known,  strong  and  conserva¬ 
tive  insurance  companies  of  this  country.  When  Mr.  Kirk  assumed  the  man¬ 
agement  of  the  company,  its  assets  were  six  hundred  and  forty- four  thou¬ 
sand  six  hundred  and  fifty-six  dollars,  and  its  insurance  in  force  amounted  to 
two  and  a  half  millions;  while  on  January  1,  1911,  it  had  assets  of  ten  millions, 
and  insurance  in  force  of  fifty  million  six  hundred  nineteen  thousand  dollars. 
To  the  conduct  of  this  business  Mr.  Kirk  has  necessarily  devoted  his  entire  time 
and  attention  but  has  other  financial  interests,  being  a  director  in  the  Central 
State  Bank  of  Des  Moines  and  interested  to  a  considerable  extent  in  farm  lands 
and  city  properties. 

Mr.  Kirk  has  ever  manifested  a  citizen’s  interest  in  public  affairs  and  was 
for  eight  years  treasurer  of  the  Associated  Charities,  which  trust  he  resigned 
in  1909.  He  has  always  affiliated  with  the  republican  party,  believing  that  its 
principles  contain  the  best  elements  of  good  government,  but  has  never  sought 
office  as  a  reward  for  party  fealty.  He  is,  however,  an  ardent  supporter  of 
republican  policies  and  republican  presidents  and  is  a  member  of  the  Grant 
Club.  He  also  belongs  to  Crocker  Post,  No.  12,  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic. 

In  1869  Mr.  Kirk  visited  his  old  home,  and  on  the  29th  of  July  of  that  year, 
he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Etta  S.  Miller,,  a  daughter  of  Joseph  C.  and  Re¬ 
becca  Miller.  Her  father  was  a  resident  of  southern  Chester  county,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  near  the  Mason  and  Dixon  line,  and  was  one  of  the  first  victims  of  the 
slavery  agitation  that  existed  along  the  border  preceding  the  war.  He  was  as¬ 
sassinated  in  1851,  near  Baltimore,  Maryland,  while  trying  to  recover  a  free 
negro  girl  who  had  been  kidnapped  from  his  home  by  the  slave  traders  of  those 
days. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kirk  six  children  were  born,  three  of  whom  died  in  in¬ 
fancy.  Those  surviving  are:  Clyde,  who  was  born  October  31,  1872;  and 
married  to  Lillian  Pegg,  of  Columbus,  Ohio;  Nettie  R.,  born  May  19,  1874; 
and  Frank  C.,  born  October  27,  1876.  The  two  latter  are  single  and  reside  at 
the  parental  home,  all  being  residents  of  Des  Moines.  The  elder  son  is  engaged 
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in  the  practice  of  law  here  and  the  younger  is  a  clerk  in  the  offices  of  The 
Equitable  Life.  The  family  residence  is  located  at  923  Sixth  avenue,  while  a 
summer  cottage  is  maintained  at  Lake  Okoboji  in  the  northern  part  of  the  state. 


REV.  MATTHEW  GLEESON. 

It  was  in  the  beautiful  County  Tipperary,  Ireland,  on  the  21st  of  June, 
1869,  that  Father  Matthew  Gleeson  was  born.  His  parents,  John  and  Sarah 
(Sheehy)  Gleeson,  were  both  natives  of  the  Emerald  isle  and  there  they  spent 
their  entire  lives  and  were  laid  to  rest.  The  father  cultivated  the  soil  and  it 
was  on  the  farm  where  they  had  lived  for  so  many  years  and  where  Matthew  was 
born,  that  the  mother  passed  away  in  1895.  The  father  survived  her  four  years 
and  died  in  1899. 

The  boyhood  and  youth  of  Father  Gleeson  were  very  largely  spent  on  the 
home  farm  in  Tipperary,  but  when  he  had  reached  the  age  of  fifteen  years  it 
was  decided  to  fit  him  for  the  service  of  the  church,  and,  with  that  idea  in  view, 
he  was  sent  away  to  school  to  prepare  for  his  ecclesiastical  course.  Eight 
years  were  spent  under  the  direction  of  the  Brothers  in  secular  and  religious 
stud)7  preparatory  to  his  assuming  the  responsibilities  of  his  sacred  vocation. 
He  was  ordained  in  Dublin,  Ireland,  at  the  age  of  twenty-four  years  and  very 
soon  decided  to  come  to  the  United  States  to  follow  his  calling. 

On  the  2 1st  of  August,  1893,  he  left  the  land  of  his  nativity  and  coming  to 
Davenport,  Iowa,  he  was  appointed  by  Bishop  Cosgrove,  to  assist  in  the  parish 
of  Father  Kereckzel  at  Ottumwa,  Iowa.  At  the  end  of  one  year’s  service  he  was 
assigned  to  a  parish  in  Audubon,  this  state,  the  duties  of  which  he  discharged 
for  &five  years.  In  1899  he  was  transferred  to  the  parish  of  Sacred  Heart 
church  in  Valley  Junction  and  for  eleven  years  now  he  has  had  charge  of  the 
spiritual  needs  of  this  people.  That  he  is  beloved  and  highly  regarded,  not  only 
by  the  communicants  of  his  church  but  the  community  at  large,  is.  indicated 
bv  his  long  pastorate.  Father  Gleeson  is  identified  with,  the  social  organ¬ 
izations  of  his  church  through  his  membership  in  the  Knights  of  Columbus 
at  Des  Moines. 


JONAS  A.  BACKMAN. 

Coming  to  America  from  Europe  in  his  boyhood,  Jonas  A.  Backman,  of  Des 
Moines,  has  demonstrated  in  his  career  that  the  opportunities  for  advancement 
under  the  stars  and  stripes  are  practically  unlimited  to  the  aspirant  who  is  en¬ 
dowed  with  the  qualities  of  courage,  zeal  and  perseverance..  Mr.  Backman.  has 
attained  high  standing  in  business  circles  and  also  in  public  office,  exercising 
a  sound  judgment  and  a  progressiveness  which  redound  very  greatly  to  his 

crcdi  t 

He  was  born  in  Sweden,  January  n,  1862,  a  son  of  John  and  Martha  Back- 
man  The  father  was  born  March  17,  1825,  and  the  mother  May  22,  1832.  John 
Backman  grew  to  manhood  in  his  native  land  and  was  forty-two  years  of  age 
when  he  came  to  America  with  his  family,  selecting  Des  Moines  as  his  home 
He  was  an  industrious  man,  who  appreciated  the  advantages  which  he  found 
in  the  new  world,  and  he  set  to  work  with  an  earnest  will  to  build  up  a  per¬ 
manent  home  For  thirty  years  he  was  connected  with  the  Gilcrest  Lumber 
Companv  of  this  city,  being' one  of  the  most  faithful  employes  of  that  concern. 
He  died  in  April,  1895.  The  mother  of  our  subject  is  still  living  and  makes  her 
"home  in  Des  Moines. 
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Jonas  A.  Packman  arrived  in  Des  Moines  when  five  years  of  age  and  has  ever 
since  lived  in  this  city.  He  secured  the  advantages  of  the  public  schools  and 
after  laying  ms  books  aside  began  learning  the  sheet  metal  business  and  for 
twelve  years  was  identified  with  the  Keith  Furnace  Company  After  severing 
his  connection  with  this  company  he  entered  the  employ  of  S.  Green,  with  whom 
he  continued  for  six  years.  In  1895,  believing  that  the  time  had  come  to  start 
independently,  lie  began  business  on  his  own  account,  his  patronage  increasing 
from  year  to  year  until  at  the  present  time  he  employs  fifteen  to  eighteen  men  at 
his  plant  and  is  at  the  head  of  one  of  the  prosperous  and  growing  manufacturing 
establishments  of  the  city.  He  has  other  interests,  being  identified  with  the 
new  Coliseum  and  the  Red  Oak  Interurban  Railroad  Company,  also  a. holder 
o  substantial  real-estate  investments  in  Des  Moines.  He  has  shown  good  judg¬ 
ment  m  his  business  affairs  and  has  acquired  a  position  of  comparative  financial 
independence. 

T  M1PnTthe  S*h  of  August,  1885,  Mr.  Backman  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
EiJie  Lmquist,  of  Ottumwa,  Iowa,  and  three  children  have  blessed  this  union  * 
Florence,  now  Mrs.  Irvin  Dockstader,  of  Des  Moines ;  W.  R,  who  was  graduated 
tiom  the  Des  Moines  high  school  and  is  now  associated  with  his  father  in  bus¬ 
iness  ;  and  Lorraine,  a  graduate  of  the  Latin  and  musical  courses  of  the  high 
school.  Even  since  assuming  the  responsibilities  of  citizenship  Mr  Backman 
has  been  an  earnest  supporter  of  the  republican  party  and  in  recognition  of  his 
services  and  also  of  his  personal  worth  he  was  elected  in  1906  as  member  of  the 
county  board  of  supervisors.  This  office  he  filled  with  superior  ability  and  he 
was,  therefore,  renominated  for  a  second  term,  beginning  1910.  He  is  a  member 
and  on  the  finance  committee  of  the  East  Side  Commercial  League.  He  is  an 
earnest  believer  in  the  Christian  religion  and  attends,  and  is  a  liberal  supporter 
of  the  Lutheran  church.  .  The  Lutheran  church  was  founded  and  organized  in 
his  father  s  home  here  in  1868.  Fraternally  he  is  identified  with  East  Side 
Lodge,  No.  68,  K.  P.,  and  Evening  Star  Camp,  No.  3334,  M.  W.  A.  He  is  a 
man  of  genial  and  attractive  characteristics  and  has  many  friends  and  acquaint¬ 
ances,  among  them  being  some  of  the  most  esteemed  people  of  the  city.  By 
self-respect,,  adherence  to  what  he  believed  to  be  his  duty  and  a  life  of  in-  • 
dustry  and  integrity  he  has  gained  an  enviable  position  in  the  community.  His 

ctnef  recreation  is  fishing  and  he  takes  two  vacations  annually  to  indulge  in 
this  pastime. 


WILBUR  S.  CONKLING,  M.  D. 


^  r.  Wilbur  S.  Conkling,  who  has  been  engaged  in  practice  at  Des  Moines 
01  eleven  years  past  and  is  one  of  the  popular  and  successful  physicians  and 
surgeons  of  the  city,  was  born  m  Henry  county,  Iowa,  September  17,  1873, 
a  son  of  William  W.  and  Mary  Frances  (Bonnifield)  Conkling.  The  father 
was  born  m  Rush  county,  Indiana,  June  15,  1838.  He  came  to  Iowa  in  1854  and 
engaged  m  farming.  In  1891  he  located  in  Des  Moines,  continuing  in  this  city 
until  his  death.  The  mother  was  a  native  of  Muskingum  county,  Ohio,  and  was 
a  aughter  of  Arnold  Bonnifield,  who  was  born  in  the  same  county,  August 
22,  1806,  being  the  first  white  child  born  in  that  county.  He  died  at  Knoxville 
Marion  county,  Iowa,  m  1876.  The  mother  of  our  subject  passed  away  at 
^  ount  Pleasant,  Iowa,  December  9,  1883.  James  Conkling,  the  grandfather  on 
the  paternal  side,  was  born  in  Pennsylvania,  April  13,  1810,  and  removed  to 
Gray  county,  Kansas,  where  he  died  January  15,  1888.  It  is  believed  that  John 
Conkling  was  the  first  member  of  the  family  to  arrive  in  America.  He  was  a 
native  of  Nottinghamshire,  England,  and  the  records  of  St.  Patrick’s  parish 
church  of  that  county  show  that  he  was  married  to  Elizabeth  Alseabrook  Jan- 
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uary  24,  1625.  They  had  two  sons,  John  and  Austin.  Mr.  Conkling  left  Eng¬ 
land  with  his  family  in  1635  and  landed  at  Boston,  Massachusetts.  He  settled 
at  Salem,  where  he  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  glass,  and  it  is  claimed  that 
he  was  the  pioneer  glass  manufacturer  of  New  England.  The  ancestors  of  the 
Conkling  family  on  the  maternal  side  also  came  from  England. 

Wilbur  S.  Conkling  attended  the  public  schools  of  Mount  Pleasant,  Iowa, 
and  later  became  a  student  at  Howes  Academy  and  the  Iowa  Wesleyan  Uni¬ 
versity.  He  took  a  business  course  at  Highland  Park  College,  Des  Moines,  in 
1891-2,  and  1893  entered  Drake  University,  graduating  in  pharmacy  in  1895 
and  in  medicine  in  1897. 

At  the  outbreak  of  the  Spanish-American  war  Dr.  Conkling  was  a  private 
in  Company  H,  Third  Regiment  of  Iowa  National  Guards.  He  was  transferred 
to  the  hospital  corps  and  appointed  hospital  steward  April  8,  1898,  being  pro¬ 
moted  to  the  rank  of  first  lieutenant  and  first  assistant  surgeon  February  27, 
1899.  He  served  with  the  regiment  for  a  year  in  the  Philippine  islands,  during 
all  of  which  time  he  was  upon  active  duty,  and  was  mustered  out  with  his 
regiment  at  San  Francisco,  California.  He  is  still  active  in  military  affairs,  at 
the  present  time  holding  a  commission  as  major  of  the  medical  corps,  Iowa 
National  Guards.  After  leaving  the  army  he  went  to  Philadelphia  and  New 
York  and  spent  three  months  in  post-graduate  work  in  the  leading  hospitals 
of  those  cities.  Returning  to  Des  Moines,  he  began  practice  February  1,  1900, 
in  East  Des  Moines,  his  office  being  located  in  suite  412-416,  Bank  building.  He 
is  a  general  practitioner  and  is  well  known  in  the  city  and  county,  having  served 
as  county  physician  of  Polk  county  for  seven  years,  from  1901. 

On  the  14th  of  August,  1901,  Dr.  Conkling  was  married  at  Eldora,  Col¬ 
orado,  to  Miss  Nellie  Ellis,  a  daughter  of  L.  G.  Ellis,  who  was  one  of  the  early 
settlers  of  Polk  county,  Iowa.  Two  sons  have  blessed  this  union:  Ellis  W.,  who 
was  born  March  7,  1904;  and  Wilbur  Scott,  Jr.,  born  June  21,  1908.  Dr.  Conk¬ 
ling  has  in  his  practice  been  wide-awake  and  progressive  and  is  accorded  a  lib¬ 
eral  share  of  patronage.  He  learned  many  valuable  lessons  in  the  course  of  his 
military  experience  that  have  greatly  assisted  him,  and  the  spirit  of  devotion 
to  duty  and  the  faithful  discharge  of  responsibilities  which  he  then  displayed 
is  one  of  his  prominent  characteristics.  He  keeps  well  informed  as  to  advance¬ 
ments  in  medicine  and  surgery,  is  recognized  as  a  highly  skillful  physician  and 
surgeon  whose  field  of  usefulness  as  the  years  pass  will  be  limited  only  by  his 
physical  capability  in  meeting  the  demands.  He  has  for  the  past  eight  years 
been  a  member  of  the  faculty  of  the  medical  department  of  Drake  University, 
at  the  present  being  assistant  professor  of  surgery.  In  politics  he  adheres  to  the 
republican  party  and  socially  he  is  a  thirty-second  degree  Mason  and  Shriner, 
also  holding  membership  in  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  the  Elks,  the  Modern  Wood¬ 
men  of  America,  the  Yeomen  of  America,  the  East  Side  Golf  Club  and  the  Des 
Moines  Club. 


ANDREW  M.  KOPF. 


The  substantial  success  which  has  come  to  Andrew  M.  Kopf  as  a  result  of 
a  life  of  well  directed  industry  and  earnest  endeavor,  has  its  visible  evidence 
in  extensive  real-estate  holdings  in  Polk  county.  He  is  numbered  among  the 
large  landowners  of  this  section  and  his  activity  in  business  lines  has  given  him 
prominence  among  the  prosperous  and  representative  citizens  of  this  his  native 
county.  He  was  born  in  Washington  township  on  the  26th  of  March,  1871, 
a  son  of  John  G.  and  Margaret  (Little)  Kopf,  natives  of  Germany  and  Ohio 
respectively.  The  father  sought  the  opportunities  of  the  new  world  in  early 
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manhood,  coming  to  the  United  States  in  1852  when  nineteen  years  of  age. 
He  first  located  in  Geneva,  Illinois,  where  he  was  variously  employed  for  two 
years,  after  which  he  located  in  Jasper  county,  Iowa,  in  1854.  In  1859  he 
went  to  California  and  there  gave  his  attention  to  prospecting  for  a  time,  later 
becoming  interested  in  one  of  the  gold  mines.  Preferring  an  agricultural  life, 
however,  he  returned  to  the  middle  west,  and  in  Washington  township,  Polk 
county,  Iowa,  purchased  a  tract  of  eighty  acres  in  1865.  He  was  engaged  in 
its  operation  for  about  ten  years,  after  which  he  sold  it  and  purchased  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  near  Farrar,  this  county.  That  remained  his  home 
until  1896,  in  which  year  he  retired  from  active  life  and  took  up  his  home  in 
Maxwell,  where  he  continued  to  reside.  He  has  now  reached  his  seventy-ninth 
year  and  is  enjoying  in  well  earned  rest  the  comfortable  competency  accumulated 
during  many  years  of  toil.  His  wife  passed  away  in  January,  1874. 

The  youthful  days  of  Andrew  M.  Kopf  were  spent  on  the  home  farm, 
where  he  received  thorough  training  in  the  work  of  the  fields,  while  his  oppor¬ 
tunities  for  obtaining  mental  discipline  were  limited  to  the  district  schools  of 
Polk  county.  However,  he  early  learned  lessons  concerning  industry,  persever¬ 
ance  and  integi  ity,  and  these  have  constituted  important  features  in  his  success 
as  the  years  have  gone  by.  He  remained  with  his  parents  until  the  time  of 
his  marriage,  when  his  father  retired  from  agricultural  pursuits  and  for  three 
years  he  was  associated  with  his  brother  George  in  the  operation  of  the  old  home¬ 
stead  farm.  Subsequently  this  partnership  was  dissolved,  at  which  time  Andrew 
M.  Kopf  began  farming  independently,  purchasing  a  quarter  of  a  section  of 
land  in  Washington  township,  to  the  development  and  cultivation  of  which 
he  has  since  given  his  attention.  He  has  never  feared  hard  work  but  on  the 
contrary  his  life  has  been  preeminently  a  busy  one,  for  as  the  years  passed 
he  acquired  another  tract  of  land,  consisting  of  two  hundred  and  eighty  acres, 
a  portion  of  which  lies  in  Jasper  county,  and  in  addition  to  this  and  his  home 
place  he  also  operates  a  quarter  section  of  land  belonging  to  his  father’s  estate. 
Likewise  he  gives  considerable  attention  to  his  extensive  live-stock  interests, 
for  he  owns  about  thirty  head  of  horses  and  raises,  buys  and  feeds  on  an  average 
of  from  one  to  three  hundred  head  of  cattle  and  three  hundred  head  of  hogs. 
This  branch  of  his  business  has  proven  a  paying  proposition,  for  he  receives 
good  prices  for  his  stock,  owing  to  their  high  quality.  His  real-estate  holdings 
include  sixty  town  lots  in  Farrar,  Iowa,  from  which  he  derives  a  substantial 
annual  income,  and,  putting  forth  his  efforts  into  other  avenues  of  industry, 
he  is  acting  as  agent  for  the  Farmers  Mutual  Fire  &  Lighting  Company  of  Polk 
County,  the  Town  Mutual  Company,  the  Retail  Merchants  Association  of  Des 
Moines  and  the  Iowa  Mutual  Tornado  Association,  connections  which  make  con¬ 
stant  demand  upon  his  time  and  attention  and  show  something  of  the  extent  of 
his  interests. 

Mr.  Kopf  was  married,  on  the  2d  of  July,  1896,  to  Miss  Lizzie  A. 
Norton,  a  daughter  of  Bela  A.  and  Catherine  (Hutson)  Norton,  natives 
of  New  York  and  Indiana  respectively.  At  the  age  of  sixteen  years  her 
father  enlisted  for  service  in  the  Civil  war,  being  mustered  into  Company  A, 
Twelfth  Regiment  of  Michigan  Infantry,  as  a  private,  on  the  27th  of  Jan¬ 
uary,  1862,  at  Niles,  Michigan.  He  served  with  his  command  until  the  war 
closed,  and  m  the  meantime  was  wounded  in  the  left  thigh  at  the  battle  of 
Shiloh,  April  6,  1862,  being  confined  in  the  hospital  at  St.  Louis  for  five  weeks. 
After  being  mustered  out  of  the  army  he  came  to  Polk  county,  Io<wa,  locating 
m  Washington  township,  where  he  took  up  farming,  in  which  he  continued 
until  a  few  years  ago,  when  he  retired  from  active  work  and  is  now  living 
retired,  making  his  home  with  his  daughter,  Mrs.  H.  W.  Martin,  of  Wash¬ 
ington  township.  His  wife  passed  away  in  June,  1898.  Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Kopf  were  born  five  children,  as  follows :  Howard  E.,  who  was  born  November 
21,  1897;  Ivan  C.,  born  March  12,  1899;  Mary  C.,  born  April  22,  1908;  John, 
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who  passed  away  in  infancy;  and  Harold,  whose  death  occurred  in  December, 
1904 

Mr.  Kopf  and  his  family  hold  membership  in  the  Methodist  Protestant 
church,  while  fraternally  he  is  identified  with  the  Masonic  order,  the  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and  the  Court  of  Honor.  Since  age  conferred  upon 
him  the  right  of  franchise  he  has  given  stalwart  support  to  the  republican 
party  and  has  served  as  justice  of  the  peace  of  Washington  township  for  some 
time.  He  is  also  a  school  director,  having  served  in  that  capacity  for  years,, 
and  at  one  time  was  his  party’s  nominee  for  county  supervisor,  being  defeated 
by  only  a  very  small  majority.  He  served  as  a  member  of  the  executive  com¬ 
mittee  of  the  republican  county  central  committee.  He  is  one  of  the  most 
active,  enterprising  and  energetic  residents  of  his  section  of  the  county,  and 
that  he  is  a  man  of  determination  and  force  of  character  is  indicated  by  his 
successful  business  career.  What  he  undertakes  he  brings  to  successful  accom¬ 
plishment  and  by  the  consensus  of  public  opinion  he  is  accorded  a  prominent 
place  among  the  influential  and  affluent  citizens  of  his  locality. 


BENJAMIN  O.  HANGER. 

Among  the  citizens  of  Des  Moines  who  donned  the  blue  and  went  to  the 
front  in  those  perilous  days  of  the  ’60s  was  Benjamin  O.  Hanger,  whose  ex¬ 
periences  during  the  four  active  years  of  his  service  form  an  interesting  account 
of  the  war.  His  ancestors  were  Virginians,  living  in  Staunton,  Augusta  county. 
Mr.  Hanger  is  a  native  of  Ohio,  his  birth  occurring  in  Knox  county  on  the  25th 
of  November,  1844.  Although  of  southern  extraction  on  the  paternal  side.  Mr. 
Hanger  imbibed  his  abolition  spirit  from  his  grandfather  Hanger,  one  of  those 
rare  characters  whose  powers  of  prescience  early  convinced  him  what  the  out¬ 
come  of  slavery  must  be.  Freeing  his  blacks  in  Virginia  and  disposing  of  his 
interests,  he  removed  to  Knox  county,  Ohio,  bringing  with  him,  however,  one 
family  of  former  slaves  to  assist  him  in  operating  his  farm. 

Wright  B.  Hanger,  the  father  of  B.  O.  Hanger,  emigrated  to  Illinois  in 
1852,  first  settling  in  McLean  county,  near  Stouts  Grove,  and  later  removing  to 
Pekin,  Tazewell  county,  where  his  demise  occurred  on  the  24th  of  November, 
i860.  The  family  came  to  Polk  county,  Iowa,  in  February,  1861. 

The  boyhood  and  youth  of  Benjamin  O.  Hanger  were  spent  in  the  paternal 
home  and  his  education  was  acquired  in  the  common  schools.  The  Civil  war 
broke  out  shortly  after  his  arrival  in  Polk  county  and  he  enlisted  as  a  drummer 
boy  in  Company  D,  Tenth  Iowa  Infantry,  which  rendezvoused  at  Camp  Fre¬ 
mont,  Iowa  City,  Iowa.  The  regiment  was  mustered  into  the  United  States 
service  on  the  1st  of  August,  1861,  at  Benton  Barracks,  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  re¬ 
ceiving  arms,  uniforms  and  camp  equipage,  and  was  ordered  to  Cape  Girardeau. 
The  first  expedition  was  from  here  to  Bloomfield,  Missouri,  and  dispersed  a 
rebel  force  under  General  Jeff  Thompson.  On  the  12th  of  November  the  regi¬ 
ment  was  ordered  to  Birdpoint,  Missouri,  and  went  into  winter  quarters.  On 
November  14th  Air.  Hanger  was  sent  to  Mound  City  General  Hospital,  having 
contracted  the  measles,  which  were  followed  by  typhoid  fever.  On  the  15th  of 
February  he  returned  to  his  regiment  for  duty,  joining  his  companions  at  the 
same  place  where  he  had  left  them  three  months  before.  He  participated  in  the 
siege  of  New  Madrid  under  General  Pope,  through  whose  brilliant  maneuvering 
Island  No.  10  was  captured  with  more  than  five  thousand  prisoners  and  all 
their  armaments.  The  regiment  embarked  on  a  transport  and  went  down  the 
Mississippi  to  a  point  near  Fort  Wright,  disembarked  and  in  less  than  an  hour 
was  ordered  aboard  to  reinforce  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee  and  returned  up  the 
Mississippi,  Ohio  and  Tennessee  rivers  to  become  part  of  the  investing  force 
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against  Corinth.  Mr.  Hanger  participated  in  several  notable  battles.  On  the 
19th  of  September,  1862,  he  took  part  in  the  engagement  at  Iuka,  where  he  lay 
on  the  battlefield  all  night  and  heard  the  rebels  giving  orders,  working  and  driv¬ 
ing  their  teams.  It  was  supposed  that  they  were  preparing  for  the  attack  in  the 
early  morning,  but  General  Rosecrans  came  up  from  their  front  and  reported 
they  were  evacuating.  Soon  after  daylight  the  army  started  in  pursuit.  A  loaf 
of  bread,  was  cut  into  four  slices  and  issued  to  a  file  of  men  as  they  passed  for 
their  rations.  They  had  a  skirmish  with  the  enemy’s  rear  guard  just  before 
sunset  and  then  returned  toward  Corinth,  marching  until  late  in  the  night. 
They  marched  and  camped  alternately  for  about  ten  days  and  on  the  2d  of 
October  camped  near  Corinth.  Taps  had  been  sounded,  the  lights  were  out  and 
the  soldiers  were  sleeping  when  an  orderly  rode  up  and  inquired  where  the 
colonel  was.  After  informing  him  Mr.  Hanger  said:  “I  bet  that  is  march¬ 
ing  orders;”  and  in  a  few  minutes  the  order  came  to  beat  the  long  roll.  The  line 
was  formed  in  the  dark  and  the  march  commenced  through  the  woods,  brush 
and  briar  until  at  last,  late  in  the  night,  they  reached  the  road  leading  into 
Corinth.  As  the  day  dawned  they  marched  through  the  streets  to  a  position 
north  of  the  town  and  stacked  arms  but  had  not  broken  ranks  when  two  cannon 
shots  were  heard  to  the  west  and  General  Sullivan  rode  up  and  saluted  the 
major,  saying:  “The  ball  is  open.”  Companies  A  and  B  were  deployed  as 
skirmishers'  and  the  search  for  Johnnies  commenced.  The  battle  raged  for  two 
days  (October  3d  and  4th,  1862,)  and  resulted  in  a  victory  for  the  Union  army. 
An  incident  of  the  battle  is  described  by  Mr.  Hanger  as  follows :  “On  the 
afternoon  of  the  3d  we  were  ordered  forward  to  a  position  along  the  Mobile 
&  Ohio  Railroad  and  met  a  terrific  fire  from  the  rebel  batteries  under  cover  in 
the  thick  woods.  We  lay  flat  to  the  ground  as  the  only  means  of  safety.  An 
orderly  rode  up  and  was  told  that  if  he  did  not  dismount  he  would  be  killed. 
He  did  so  and  sat  down  under  his  horse’s  neck,  holding  the  reins  in  his  hand.  A 
cannon  ball  struck  the  horse  about  the  middle  and  cut  him  almost  in  two.  He 
fell  forward  upon  his  rider,  the  man’s  head  and  shoulders  entering  the  horse’s 
body.  When  we  succeeded  in  releasing  him,  he  was  an  awful  sight  and  almost 
suffocated  We  soon  had  orders  to  retreat,  which  we  did  under  a  fire  of  shot 
and  shell  until  we  reached  a  point  of  safety.” 

Mr.  Hanger  was  with  General  Grant’s  expedition  down  the  Mississippi  Cen¬ 
tral  Railroad,  through  Holly  Springs  and  Davis  Mills,  to  reach  a  position  in  the 
rear  of  Vicksburg.  Confederate  General  Van  Doran’s  cavalry  raided  Holly 
Springs,  capturing  the  supplies  of  the  army.  He  accompanied  the  relief  train 
to  Memphis  for  supplies,  for  the  retreating  army,  with  his  regiment,  was  on 
the  expedition  down  the  Yazoo  Pass  over  two  hundred  miles,  and  returned  on 
board  Mississippi  transports.  A  place  was  selected  where  the  bank  or  levee  was 
broken  and,  loaded  with  troops,  the  transports  ran  over  the  banks  in  a  swift 
current  through  the  woods ’over  the  tops  of  trees  into  Moon  lake  and  then  into 
a  creek  called  the  pass  until  they  reached  the  Yazoo  river,  Vicksburg  being  the 
objective  point.  After  the  running  of  the  batteries  at  Vicksburg,  Mr.  Hanger 
was  with  General  Grant  and  participated  in  the  .engagements  of  Port  Gibson, 
Raymond,  Jackson,  Champion’s  Hill  and  the  charge  upon  the  fortifications  at 
Vicksburg.  As  they  approached  Jackson  in  line  of  battle  the  enemy  shelled 
them.  At  the  same  time  there  was  a  thunder  storm  and  it  was  hard  to  distinguish 
between  the  flashes  of  lightning  and  thunder  and  the  bursting  and  report  of  the 
shells. 

The  morning  after  crossing  the  river  near  Port  Gibson,  at  General  Grant’s 
headquarters,  Mr.  Hanger  met  O.  C.  Sabin,  General  Grant’s  spy,  formerly  a 
schoolmate  in  Illinois,  who  was  dressed  in  citizen’s  clothes.  While  our  subject 
was  in  conversation  with  him,  General  Grant  observed  them  and  asked  Mr. 
Hanger  where  and  how  he  had  become  acquainted  with  Sabin  and  numerous 
other  questions.  Then  he  sent  his  orderly  to  the  Fifth  Iowa  to  procure  a  mule 
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for  Sabin.  On  the  approach  to  Port  Gibson,  when  the  firing  had  commenced, 
General  Grant  and  his  staff  passed.  By  the  side  of  Grant  was  Sabin  riding  on 
the  mule  and  as  he  passed  Mr.  Hanger  he  called  out:  “Look  out,  or  you  will 
get  shot.”  He  had  made  his  escape  from  Vicksburg  the  night  previous.  Mr. 
Hanger  contributes  the  following:  “The  water  was  quite  low  in  the  Mississippi 
river  when  we  left  Vicksburg  on  our  way  to  Helena,  Arkansas.  Frequent  sound¬ 
ings  were  taken  to  ascertain  the  depth  of  the  water.  One  night  I  was  sleeping 
near  the  pilot  house  on  the  upper  deck  with  my  bunk  mate,  Mr.  Holcomb.  The 
bow  struck  a  sand  bar  with  quite  a  jar,  and  Holcomb  threw  off  the  blanket 
which  covered  us.  The  action  awoke  me  and  I  opened  my  eyes  just  in  time  to 
see  him  going  over  the  wheelhouse.  I  gave  the  alarm :  ‘Man  overboard !’  They 
lowered  the  yawl  and  went  in  search  of  him,  the  water  being  about  twenty  feet 
deep.  Mr.  Holcomb  swam  around  to  the  rudder,  crawled  up  to  the  guard  rail 
and  climbed  on  to  the  lower  deck — safe.  He  dreamed  the  boat  was  blown  up 
and  did  not  awake  until  he  struck  the  water  after  jumping  from  the  wheel- 
house.  He  thought  he  came  down  from  the  explosion  into  the  river/’ 

After  the  siege  and  surrender  of  Vicksburg  the  regiment  was  removed  to 
Helena,  Arkansas,  and  later  was  attached  to  General  W.  T.  Sherman’s  com¬ 
mand  and  marched  from  Memphis  to  Chattanooga,  participating  in  the  battle  of 
Mission  Ridge.  On  the  ist  of  February,  1864,  Mr.  Hanger  reenlisted  as  a  vet¬ 
eran  at  Huntsville,  Alabama,  for  three  years  more.  He  was  home  on  furlough 
when  Sherman’s  troops  started  through  Georgia  and,  returning,  got  as  far  as 
Louisville,  Kentucky,  where  communication  was  cut.  The  troops  were  ordered 
to  go  by  New  York  and  by  transport  to  Hilton  Head  and  up  Broad  river  to 
Blair’s  Landing,  the  point  where  Sherman’s  army  crossed  the  river.  About 
the  1  st  of  February,  with  several  of  his  regiment  returning  from  furlough  and 
a  thousand  other  soldiers  on  board  the  steamship  Illinois,  Mr.  Hanger  after  a 
six-day  trip  from  New  York,  reached  Blair’s  Landing,  South  Carolina,  and  went 
into  camp.  Becoming  ill  with  smallpox,  he  was  taken  to  an  old  cotton  gin  near 
Broad  river  by  a  recruit  going  to  his  company  who  was  immune.  This  recruit 
left  him  lying  on  the  floor  with  the  fever  and  alone,  saying  he  had  marching  or¬ 
ders.  The  colored  people  returned  to  their  cabin  in  about  a  week  and  in  about 
ten  days  a  hospital  steward  from  Hilton  Head  came  and  sent  rations  and  pro¬ 
visions  and  established  a  smallpox  hospital  there.  Mr.  Hanger  was  later  sent 
to  Hilton  Head  General  Hospital  and  thence  was  transported  to  the  Finley 
Hospital  in  Washington,  D.  C.  He  participated  in  the  grand  review,  marching 
with  his  regiment  up  Pennsylvania  avenue  and  passing  the  White  House.  He 
was  mustered  out  at  Little  Rock,  Arkansas,  and  honorably  discharged  at  Daven¬ 
port,  Iowa,  on  the  28th  of  August,  1865,  just  four  years  and  twenty-seven  days 
after  his  enlistment.  He  had  entered  the  service  at  the  age  of  sixteen  and  had 
not  yet  attained  his  majority  when  mustered  out. 

Returning  to  his  home  in  the  town  of  Polk,  Polk  county,  Mr.  Hanger  engaged 
in  agricultural  pursuits  and  also  embarked  in  business  as  a  general  merchant. 
In  1873  he  disposed  of  his  business  interests  there  and  became  associated  with 
Isaac  Kuhn  in  the  conduct  of  a  wholesale  and  retail  dry-goods  and  clothing 
establishment  in  Des  Moines.  In  1880  he  became  identified  with  Soules  &  Flem¬ 
ing  the  Utica  Clothing  Store  and  three  years  later  severed  his  connection  there¬ 
with  to  open  and  manage  the  Chicago  Clothing  House  in  association  with  M. 
Seager.  In  1885  he  entered  the  service  of  the  Freeland,  Loomis  Company  when 
they  opened  the  Continental  Clothing  House  on  Sixth  and  Walnut  streets  and 
in  1890  became  manager  of  the  concern.  This  manufacturing  enterprise  was  the 
largest  of  its  kind  in  the  state,  doing  business  with  both  the  jobbing  and  retail 
trade. 

In  the  spring  of  1896,  Mr.  Hanger  was  elected  city  auditor  of  the  city  of 
Des  Moines  and  in  1900,  at  the  end  of  two  terms,  was  elected  alderman-at-large 
for  West  Des  Moines,  which  body  in  1902  approved  his  appointment  as  a  mem- 
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ber  of  the  board  of  public  works.  He  was  chairman  of  the  board  when  his 
term  expired  in  1904  and  it  was  during  his  administration  that  the  Sixth  avenue 
bridge  was  constructed.  Through  his  efforts  and  the  assistance  of  C.  H.  Del- 
worth,  T.  M.  Langan  and  J.  H.  Long,  Nash  Park  was  established  on  University 
avenue  between  Ninth  and  Tenth  street.  Mr.  Hanger’s  fraternal  relations  are 
as  follows:  Masonic  Pioneer  Lodge,  No.  22,  A.  F.  &  A.  M. ;  Des  Moines  Con¬ 
sistory  of  Scottish  Rite,  No.  3;  Des  Moines  Chapter  of  Eastern  Star,  No.  89; 
Za-Ga-Zig  Temple  of  the  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine;  Ancient  Order  of  United 
Workmen;  and  Crocker  Post,  No.  12,  G.  A.  R. 


PAUL  BEER. 

Paul  Beer  has  been  connected  with  the  Barber  Asphalt  Paving  Company 
at  Des  Moines  since  July,  1905.  He  designed  and  built  for  this  company  a  mod¬ 
ern,  fire-proof  plant  for  the  manufacture  of  vitrified  paving  brick  and  block. 
After  the  completion  of  the  plant,  he  was  made  manager  for  the  company 
at  Des  Moines. 

Mr.  Beer  was  born  at  Ashland,  Ohio,  April  25,  1875,  his  parents  being  A. 
G.  and  Margaret  (Gibson)  Beer.  The  father  was  born  at  Mount  Hope,  Wayne 
county,  Ohio,  on  May  2,  1836.  At  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  war  he  enlisted 
as  a  member  of  the  Twenty-sixth  Ohio  Volunteers,  participated  with  his  regiment 
in  various  engagements,  and  at  the  battle  of  Stone  River  received  a  wound  which 
necessitated  the  amputation  of  his  leg  and  his  enforced  retirement  from  the 
service.  Two  brothers  of  A.  G.  Beer  also  enlisted  in  the  northern  army,  namely, 
Captain  William  Beer  and  Lieutenant  Ernest  Beer.  A.  G.  Beer  was  appointed 
postmaster  at  Ashland,  Ohio,  by  President  U.  S.  Grant  in  recognition  of  his 
services  for  the  Union.  He  occupied  that  position  for  fourteen  years  consecu¬ 
tively.  He  was  married  in  1870  at  Hayesville,  Ohio,  to  Margaret  Gibson.  He  is 
still  living  and  enjoying  robust  health.  Paul  Beer’s  grandfather,  Thomas  Beer, 
was  born  in  1801  in  Westmoreland  county,  Pennsylvania.  He  was  graduated 
from  the  Western  Theological  Seminary  and  removed  to  Ohio,  where  he  spent 
many  years  as  a  pastor  of  the  Presbyterian  church.  His  father,  Thomas  Beer, 
served  with  the  American  army  in  the  Revolutionary  war. 

Paul  Beer  entered  the  Rensselaer  Polytechnic  Institute  of  Troy,  New  York, 
in  1896,  and  was  graduated  as  an  honor  member  of  his  class  in  1900,  with  the 
degree  of  C.  E.  His  first  active  work  in  engineering  was  with  the  United  States 
board  of  engineers  on  deep  water  ways  on  a  preliminary  survey  for  a  ship  canal 
between  the  Great  Lakes  and  the  Atlantic  Ocean.  His  next  employment  was  at 
Denver,  Colorado,  where  he  engaged  for  one  year  with  the  Denver  Union  Water 
Company  on  topographical  work  in  connection  with  the  Cheeseman  dam  and 
in  the  design  of  a  filtration  system  at  Platte  Canyon.  From  1901  to  1902  he 
was  with  the  United  States  ordnance  department  at  Sandy  Hook,  New  Jersey, 
and  was  then  successively  employed  by  the  Eastern  Expanded  Metal  Company 
and  the  Hennebique  Construction  Company  on  reinforced  concrete  construc¬ 
tions.  These  constructions  included  a  power  plant,  tunnels  and  various  build¬ 
ings  for  the  Winchester  Repeating  Arms  Company  of  New  Haven,  Connecticut. 
During  a  part  of  1904,  Mr.  Beer  was  with  the  Foundation  Company,  of  New 
York  city,  as  resident  engineer  for  pneumatic  foundations  in  lower  New  York. 
He  left  this  company  to  serve  as  an  assistant  engineer  in  the  construction  of  the 
East  river  tunnels  for  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Company.  He  left  this  latter 
organization  in  July,  1905,  to  go  to  Des  Moines. 

On  the  6th  of  February,  1907,  Mr.  Beer  was  united  in  marriage  at  Yonkers, 
New  York,  to  Miss  Katharine  Comstock  Getty,  daughter  of  Samuel  E.  and 
Emily  (Paddock)  Getty.  Mrs.  Beer’s  grandfather  was  one  of  the  prominent 
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merchants  of  New  York  city.  He  financed  the  building-  of  the  Manhattan 
Elevated  Railroad  from  lower  New  York  to  Twenty-third  street.  Getty  Square, 
Yonkers,  is  named  in  his  honor.  . 

Mr.  Beer  is  a  member  of  the  American  Society  of  Civil  Engineers.  He  acts 
in  a  consulting  capacity  for  various  engineering  constructions.  An  ordinance 
passed  by  the  Des  Moines  city  council  this  year  for  the  abatement  of  smoke, 
required  the  appointment  of  a  smoke  commission  of  three  members,  one  of 
whom  should  be  familiar  with  the  installation  of  power  plants.  Mr.  Beer  was 
chosen  by  Mayor  Hanna  to  serve  as  the  engineering  member  of  this  commis¬ 
sion. 


WILLIAM  EDWIN  HILL. 

One  of  the  representative  business  men  of  Larrar  is  William  Edwin  Hill, 
who  for  the  past  three  years  has  been  engaged  in  the  hardware  business  here. 
He  was  born  in  Washington  township,  Polk  county,  Iowa,  on  the  24th  of  Au¬ 
gust,  1878,  and  is  a  son  of  George  and  Olive  (Reynolds)  Hill,  the  father  a  native 
of  Virginia  and  the  mother  of  Illinois.  George  Hill  came  to  Iowa  at  a  very  early 
day,  purchasing  a  farm  in  Washington  township,  this  county,  which  he  imme¬ 
diately  set  about  improving.  He  continued  to  cultivate  this  property  until  his 
demise,  which  occurred  on  the  25th  of  January,  1884.  The  mother,  who  is  now 
fifty-four,  continues  to  make  her  home  in  Washington  township. 

William  Edwin  Hill  was  reared  on  the  homestead  where  he  was  born,  obtain¬ 
ing  his  education  in  the  district  schools  of  the  vicinity.  After  laying  aside  his 
studies  he  gave  his  entire  time  and  attention  to  the  operation  of  his  mother’s  home¬ 
stead  until  he  was  twenty-seven  years  of  age.  .  Immediately  following  his  mar¬ 
riage  he  settled  on  a  farm  of  eighty  acres  which  he  had  previously  purchased. 
This  he  improved  quite  extensively,  continuing  its  operation  for  three  years. 
At  the  expiration  of  that  time  he  decided  to  withdraw  from  agricultural  pur¬ 
suits  and  coming  to  Farrar  he  bought  a  hardware  store.  He  has  a  very  nice 
store,  containing  a  good  assortment  of  heavy  and  shelf  hardware  and  as  it  is 
the  only  establishment  of  the  kind  in  the  town  he  enjoys  an  excellent  patronage. 

In  September,  1905,  Mr.  Hill  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Elsie  Faidley, 
a  daughter  of  Daniel  and  Sarah  (Myers)  Faidley,  natives  of  Pennsylvania. 
The  father  came  to  Iowa  during  pioneer  days,  locating  in  Johnson  county,  where 
he  followed  farming  for  several  years.  From  there  he  removed  to  Polk  county, 
where  he  bought  some  land  which  he  improved  and  cultivated  until  1903,  at 
which  time  he  retired.  He  still  owns  four  hundred  and  eighty  acres  of  fine 
farming  land  in  Polk  county,  all  of  which  is  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation. 
Both  he  and  his  wife  are  now  enjoying  the  ease  and  comfort  provided  by  the 
income  from  their  extensive  holdings  and  make  their  home  in  Maxwell.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Hill  have  two  children:  Elton  F.,  who  is  now  five  years  of  age;  and 
Glorine  C.,  who  has  passed  the  second  anniversary  of  her  birth. 

Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hill  affiliate  with  the  Dunkard  church,  in  which  faith 
they  were  reared,  and  he  votes  with  the  republican  party  but  does  not  take  an 
active  part  in  political  affairs. 


FRANK  M.  CLINE. 

Frank  M.  Cline,  a  well  known  painter  and  contractor  of  Des  Moines,  was 
born  in  lefferson,  Greene  county,  Iowa,  on  the  7th  of  September,  1858,  a  son 
of  Jacob ‘M.  and  Mary  S.  (Cowan)  Cline.  The  paternal  grandfather,  John  Cline, 
removed  from  Pennsylvania  to  Virginia,  where  the  son,  Jacob  M.,  was  born 
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on  the  22d  of  January,  1823.  In  early  manhood  the  latter  left  his  native  state 
and  located  in  Indiana,  where  he  followed  his  trade,  which  was  that  of  cabinet¬ 
maker,  but  he  was  also  a  wheelwright.  While  residing  in  Elkhart  county  he  met 
Miss  Mary  S.  Cowan,  who  was  born  in  Clark  county,  Ohio,  on  the  14th  of 
March,  1827,  and  their  marriage  was  celebrated  on  the  19th  of  January,  1846. 
They  subsequently  removed  to  Iowa,  where  Mr.  Cline  continued  to  follow  his 
trade,  and  while  residing  in  Greene  county  in  i860  he  was  elected  to  the  office 
of  county  treasurer.  The  trip  from  Indiana  to  Iowa  was  a  long  and  tiresome 
one,  the  journey  being  made  across  the  prairies  by  wagon.  Twenty-seven  days 
were  consumed  by  the  trip,  which  much  of  the  way  was  made  over  roads  that 
were  little  more  than  wagon  tracks.  They  arrived  in  Iowa  on  the  27th  of  Oc¬ 
tober  and  when  they  reached  Des  Moines,  which  was  a  thriving  town,  they  were 
just  completing  the  Kirkwood  Hotel.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cline  spent  the  remainder 
of  their  days  in  the  Hawkeye  state  and  celebrated  their  golden  wedding  in  1896. 
Their  married  life  continued  for  ten  years  thereafter,  being  terminated  by  the 
death  of  Mrs.  Cline  on  the  3d  of  April,  1906.  Mr.  Cline  survived  until  the  10th 
of  February,  1907,  when  he,  too,  passed  away. 

Frank  M.  Cline  was  reared  at  home  and  obtained  his  education  in  the  com¬ 
mon  schools  of  Jefferson,  after  the  completion  of  which  he  learned  the  painter’s 
trade,  which  he  has  ever  since  successfully  followed.  He  is  one  of  the  well 
known  painting  contractors  of  the  city  and  has  acquired  considerable  property 
and  a  comfortable  competence  from  the  business. 

On  the  14th  of  June,  1888,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Ida  Schuster,  a  daughter 
of  Henry  Schuster,  a  carpenter  and  contractor  and  a  native  of  Pennsylvania, 
from  which  state  he  removed  to  Naperville,  Illinois,  and  from  there  to*  Jeffer¬ 
son  county,  Iowa,  where  Mrs.  Cline  was  born.  He  is  now  and  has  been  for  some 
time  following  his  business  in  Des  Moines.  His  wife  bore  the  maiden  name  of. 
Miss  Sarah  Hostel*.  Four  children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cline: 
Eulalia,  who  was  born  on  the  3d  of  April,  1889,  and  died  on  the  24th  of  April, 
1900;  DeFoe,  who  was  born  on  the  26th  of  June,  1890,  and  is  now  in  Portland; 
Ruth  M.,  who  was  born  on  the  18th  of  July,  1892,  and  is  attending  the  West 
high  school  and  studying  music;  and  Jacob,  who  was  born  on  the  nth  of  June, 
1896  and  died  on  the  24th  of  April,  1903. 

The  family  attend  the  Congregational  church,  of  which  denomination  the 
parents  are  members,  while  fraternally  Mr.  Cline  is  affiliated  with  the  Knights 
of  Pythias,  being  one  of  the  charter  members  of  Lodge  No.  62,  and  the  Brother¬ 
hood  of  American  Yeomen.  In  political  matters  Mr.  Cline  always  gives  his 
support  to  the  republican  party,  and  although  he  is  interested  in  civic  affairs  he 
has  never  aspired  to  public  honors  or  the  emoluments  of  office. 


JAMES  E.  CLINE. 

James  E.  Cline  was  born  in  New  Paris,  Elkhart  county,  Indiana,  on  the  27th 
of  August,  1852,  and  is  one  of  the  seven  sons  of  Jacob  M.  and  Mary  S.  (Cowan) 
Cline.  He  acquired  his  education  in  the  common  schools  of  Jefferson,  Iowa,  and 
when  he  had  obtained  such  knowledge  as  he  felt  essential  to  enable  him  to  begin 
his  business  career  he  laid  aside  his  text-books  and  began  working  for  his  father. 
He  continued  to  be  associated  with  the  latter  during  the  remainder  of  his  active 
career.  Mr..  Cline  removed  to  Des  Moines  about  ten  years  ago  and  has  suc¬ 
ceeded  in  building  up  a  very  nice  business,  having  been  engaged  on  some  of  the 
important  dwellings  which  have  been  erected  since  he  has  been  living  here. 

He  was  married  in  Jefferson  to  Miss  Helen  King,  a  native  of  Greene  county, 
Iowa,  their  wedding  being  celebrated  on  the  29th  of  November,  1871.  Mrs. 
Cline  was  a  daughter  of  Alpheus  and  Jeannette  W.  (Aldridge)  King,  both  of 
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whom  were  born  in  1827*  the  father  s  natal  day  being  the  9th  of  March.  One 
child  was  born  unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cline,  Erwin  Eugene,  whose  birth  occurred  on 
the  13th  of  October,  1872.  Mrs.  Cline  passed  away  on  the  30th  of  September, 
1896.  She  was  a  member  of  the  Congregational  church,  with  which  denomina¬ 
tion  Mr  Cline  continues  to  be  affiliated,  and  he  is  also  a  member  of  the  Brother¬ 
hood  of  American  Yeomen,  while  his  political  support  is  given  the  republican 

party. 


FRANK  ERASTUS  FOULK,  M.  D. 

Dr.  Frank  Erastus  Foulk,  physician  and  surgeon  of  Des  Moines,  was  born 
in  Waterloo,  Black  Hawk  county,  Iowa,  June  9,  1880,  a  son  of  Levi  Franklin 
and  Susan  Minerva  Foulk,  the  former  a  native  of  Reading,  Pennsylvania,  and 
the  latter  of  La  Salle,  Illinois.  The  father,  who  came  to  Iowa  in  1867  and 
settled  in  Black  Hawk  county,  has  for  many  years  been  a  traveling  man,  doing 
insurance  work  for  the  State  Fire  Insurance  Company.  The  mothei,  who  was 
a  student  in  the  college  at  Hillsdale,  Michigan,  in  her  girlhood  days,  came  to 
Iowa  in  1869  and  in  this  state  the  parents  were  married. 

Dr.  Foulk  was  a  pupil  in  the  East  Waterloo  high  school  and  attended  the 
Iowa  State  Normal  before  entering  Des  Moines  College,  from  which  he  won 
his  B.  S.  degree  upon  graduation  in  1900.  His  preparation  for  the  practice,  of 
medicine  was  made  in  the  medical  department  of  tne  Iowa  State  University, 
from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1904,  and  the  same  year  he  received  the  Master 
of  Science  degree  from  Des  Moines  College.  He  then  entered  upon  active  prac¬ 
tice  as  a  physician  and  surgeon  and  has  been  accorded  continuous  progress  as 
his  ability  and  skill  have  become  recognized.  Each  year  he  has  spent  some 
time  in  post-graduate  work  in  various  eastern  cities.  Nature  gave  Dr.  Foulk 
a  massive  physique  suggesting  physical  power  which,  with  a  mind  well  trained 
in  his  profession,  would  seem  to  make  him  equal  to  any  emergency. 

On  the  2d  of  September,  1905,  was  celebrated  the  marriage  of  Dr.  Foulk 
and  Miss  Florence  Wallace,  who  had  previously  been  a  school  teacher  at  Tessop, 
Iowa.  They  hold  membership  in  the  First  Baptist  church  and  both  are  well 
known,  having  many  friends  in  the  capital  city.  Dr.  Foulk  gives  his  political 
allegiance  to  the  republican  party  and  holds  membership  with  the  Masons,  the 
Knights  of  Pythias,  the  Eastern  Star,  the  Woodmen  of  the  World,  the  Royal 
Highlanders,  the  Homesteaders  and  the  Fraternal  Union  of  America.  Of  the 
four  last  named  he  is  medical  examiner  and  also  examiner  for  several  insurance 
companies  including  the  Phoenix  Mutual  Life,  the  Pacific  Mutual  and  the 
Register  Life  of  Davenport. 

His  time  and  energies  are  chiefly  concentrated  upon  his  profession  for  he 
realizes  that  close  application  and  ability  are  concomitants  of  success  in  the 
medical  profession.  He  keeps  in  touch  with  the  progress  of  the  day,  which  is 
the  outcome  of  research  and  investigation  on  the  part  of  the  most  advanced  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  medical  fraternity,  and  vffiile  quick  to  adopt  any  new  method  which 
he  believes  will  prove  of  value  in  practice,  he  is  not  hasty  in  discarding  the 
old  and  time-tried  methods,  the  worth  of  wffiich  have  been  proven. 


MICHAEL  HACKETT. 

Michael  Hackett,  cultivating  three  hundred  acres  of  rich  and  productive 
land  in  Walnut  township,  is  an  agriculturist  whose  labors  have  been  attended 
with  a  gratifying  measure  of  success.  His  birth  occurred  in  Pittsburg,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  in  March,  1866,  his  parents  being  Thomas  and  Mary  (Gallagher)  Hackett, 
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both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Ireland  and  passed  away  in  Pennsylvania  when 
our  subject  was  seven  years  of  age. 

Mr.  Hackett  of  this  review  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  Mahanoy 
City,  Pennsylvania,  and  in  1874  entered  the  employ  of  a  railroad  in  that  state 
as  water  boy.  Subsequently  he  was  given  a  horse  and  wagon  and  began  hauling 
dirt,  while  for  one  year  he  was  employed  in  a  furnace  at  Orbisonia,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  chipping  scale  off  of  boilers.  In  1878  he  made  his  way  to  Colorado, 
where  he  secured  employment  as  tool  boy  for  Martin  Flynn,  a  railroad  con¬ 
tractor.  He  next  worked  as  a  water  boy  for  about  six  months  and  then  began 
running  a  stationary  engine,  holding  the  latter  position  for  about  eight  months. 
On  the  expiration  of  that  period  he  went  to  New  Mexico,  where  he  secured  the 
job  of  distributing  spikes  on  the  Santa  Fe  Railroad.  In  1880  he  came  to  Iowa 
and  carried  water  during  the  course  of  the  construction  of  the  railroad  here. 
He  worked  on  the  railroad  for  four  years,  acting  in  the  capacity  of  foreman 
during  the  greater  part  of  the  time,  and  during  the  entire  four  years  was  in  the 
employ  of  John  Flynn  and  a  member  of  his  household.  In  1884  he  took  up 
agricultural  pursuits  and  was  engaged  in  tilling  the  soil  until  1887,  when  he 
went  to  San  Francisco,  California.  There  he  held  the  position  of  fireman  in 
the  city  hall  for  about  one  year,  when  he  became  a  gripman  on  the  cable  lines, 
being  thus  employed  for  three  years. 

In  1891  Mr.  Hackett  returned  to  Iowa,  here  taking  charge  and  operating 
the  farm  of  John  Flynn  for  two  years.  In  1893  he  began  farming  on  his  own 
account,  renting  a  tract  of  one  hundred  and  eighty-seven  acres  in  Polk  county, 
which  he  cultivated  until  1907.  Two  years  later  he  was  married  and  took  up 
his  abode  on  his  wife’s  farm  of  three  hundred  acres  in  Walnut  township,  to 
the  operation  of  which  he  has  devoted  his  attention  continuously  since.  He 
raises  the  cereals  best  adapted  to  soil  and  climate  and  annually  gathers  rich 
crops  which  find  a  ready  sale  on  the  market. 

In  September,  1909,  Mr.  Hackett  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Catherine 
B.  Flynn,  a  daughter  of  Thomas  Flynn,  who  was  a  native  of  Ireland  and  came 
to  Iowa  at  an  early  day.  He  was  successfully  engaged  in  business  as  a  rail¬ 
road  contractor  for  some  years  and  owned  an  extensive  tract  of  land  which  he 
leased.  His  demise  occurred  in  1909,  while  his  wife  had  passed  away  when 
their  daughter  Catherine  was  but  two  years  of  age.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hackett 
have  one  child.  Alary  Catherine,  who  is  in  her  first  year. 

In  politics  Air.  Hackett  is  independent,  supporting  men  and  measures  rather 
than  party.  His  religious  faith  is  indicated  by  his  membership  in  the  Catholic 
church,  of  which  his  wife  is  also  a  faithful  communicant.  He  is  well  known  here 
and  in  all  of  his  dealings  with  his  fellowmen  has  demonstrated  his  right  to 
their  regard  and  confidence. 


EDWARD  B.  MENDSEN. 

Edward  B.  Mendsen,  vice  president  and  general  manager  of  the  Pratt-Mend- 
sen  Company,  thus  controlling  the  most  extensive  paper  manufactury  in  the 
state  of  Iowa,  was  born  in  Chicago,  Illinois,  September  12,  1871.  His  father, 
Edward  Mendsen,  who  was  born  in  Mauch  Chunk,  Pennsylvania,  December  31, 
1838,  was  of  Holland  descent,  his  ancestors,  having  come  to  America  in  1798, 
at  which  time  the  family  was  established  in  the  Keystone  state.  Edward  Mend¬ 
sen  is  still  actively  engaged  in  the  lumber  business  in  Chicago,  where  he  has 
resided  since  1849.  His  wife,  who  died  in  April,  1873,  was  of  Scotch  lineage. 

Edward  B.  Mendsen,  the  youngest  in  a  family  of  three  children,  was  a  pupil 
in  the  public  schools  of  Chicago  and  Evanston  until  after  he  had  completed  the 
work  of  three  terms  in  the  high  school,  when  he  put  aside  his  text-books  at  the 
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age  of  seventeen,  impelled  by  the  desire  to  take  his  place  in  the  business  world 
He  secured  a  position  with  the  Butler  Paper  Company  of  Chicago,  and  remained 
with  that  house  for  seven  years,  during  which  period  he  was  steadily  ad\  anced 
through  intermediate  positions  from  that  of  office  boy  to  one  ot  the  departmen 
managers.  He  next  became  sales  manager  and  so  continued  with  a  number  of 
different  paper  manufacturers  until  1900,  when  he  was  made  the  head  of  one 
of  the  sales  departments  of  the  General  Paper  Company,  with  headquarters  in 
Chicago.  This  company  controlled  twenty-four  western  mills  and  Mr  Mend- 
sen  remained  with  the  business  until  its  discontinuance  in  1906.  He  then  re¬ 
moved  to  Des  Moines  and  in  1907  became  one  of  the  organizers  and  the  pres¬ 
ident  of  the  Des  Moines  Paper  Company,  which  was  established  on  a  sub¬ 
stantial  foundation  and  was  enjoying  a  steady  growth  when  in  1908  it  was 
consolidated  with  the  W.  J.  Pratt  Company,  under  the  name  of  the  Pratt-Mend- 
sen  Company,  of  which  Mr.  Mendsen  became  the  vice  _  president  and  general 
manager  His  long  connection  with  the  business  and  wide  experience  in  the 
different  departments  of  the  paper  trade  has  made  him  well  qualified  for  the 
executive  position  which  he  now  fills.  Through  the  consolidation  and  throug 
the  able  management  of  Mr.  Mendsen,  whose  well  directed  energies  were  at 
once  manifest  In  the  growth  of  the  trade,  the  business  of  the  Pratt-Mendsen 
Company  is  today  the  largest  of  that  of  any  paper  house  in  the  state  of  Iowa^ 
They'  do^  a  strictly  jobbing  business  and  are  represented  by  traveling  salesmen 

in  many  states,  principally,  however,  in  the  west. 

Mr  ^  Mendsen  was  married  in  Kalamazoo,  Michigan,  on  the  17th  of  January, 
1895,  to  Miss  Cornelia  Cleveland,  a  daughter  of  A.  P.  Cleveland,  a  natwe  of  New 
York  and  they  have  one  son,  John  Cleveland,  who  was  born  in  Detroit  No¬ 
vember  4.  1906.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mendsen  have  been  accorded  an  enviable  po¬ 
sition  in  the  social  circles  of  the  city.  They  are  members  of  the  Episcopal 
church  and  Mr.  Mendsen  belongs  to  the  Hyperion  and  Grant  Clubs  and  to 
the  Commercial  Club,  of  which  he  is  now  one  of  the  directors.  In  politics  he  is 
a  republican  of  the  progressive  type,  believing  in  constant  advancement  gov¬ 
ernment  as  well  as  in  private  affairs.  By  nature  he  is  social  and  genial  and  his 
unfeigned  cordiality  has  won  him  many  friends,  while  his  business  enterprise 
and  ability  have  gained  for  him  prominence  in  social  circles. 


HARVE  E.  LOZIER. 

Harve  E  Lozier,  a  florist  of  Des  Moines,  is  a  native  of  this  city,  born  Jan¬ 
uary'  19,  1885,  and  is  a  son  of  Isaac  W.  and  Mary  E.  (Jones)  Lozier.  His  pa¬ 
ternal  grandfather  was  a  soldier  of  a  New  Jersey  regiment  in  the  Civil  war. 
Isaac  W.  Lozier  was  born  in  New  York,  December  25,  [ 848,  an d  engaged  1 
contracting  business,  coming  about  1878  to  Des  Momes.  His  ill  health  caused 
him  to  turn  his  attention  from  the  contracting  business  to  the  cultivation  01 
flowers.  He  opened  an  establishment  on  the  east  side  and  his  business  grew  to 
be  one  of  the  largest  in  the  city  and  was  continued  successfully  by  him  up  to  tli 
time  of  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1904,  when  he  was  fifty-six  years  M  age. 
HU  wife  was  born  in  Newark,  New  Jersey,  in  1861.  There  were  four  children 
in  their  family:  Alfred  G.,  who  married  Mary  I.  Drummond,  of  Chicago,  and 
now  living  in  Des  Moines;  Harry  J.,  who  married  Johanna  Hoberger  and  now 
lives  at  Richland,  Washington;  Harve  E.,  of  this  review;  and  Frank  \\  .,  of 

M°Harve  E.  Lozier  received  his  preliminary  education  in  the  public  schools 
and  carried  his  studies  further  in  the  high  school  of  Des  Moines.  From  h 
youth  he  evinced  great  interest  in  flower  culture  and  as.  he  grew  up  assisted  1  is 
father  in  the  floral  business  which  he  had  established  m  this  city.  As  e  a 
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decided  to  devote  his  attention  wholly  to  this  work  he  arrived  at  the  conclusion 
in  his  young  manhood  that  it  would  be  well  to  see  what  was  being  accomplished 
on  those  lines  in  leading  centers  of  the  country.  Accordingly  he  started  out 
upon  a  tour  of  observation  and  study,  going  first  to  Chicago  and  then  to  Minnea¬ 
polis,  where  he  continued  for  two  years  in  connection  with  the  business,  then 
to  New  York  for  an  equal  length  of  time.  His  next  experience  was  in  Wash¬ 
ington,  D.  C.,  where  he  had  the  opportunity  of  taking  note  of  horticultural  work 
which  was  being  accomplished  by  the  government.  In  1908,  having  covered 
the  field  very  thoroughly,  he  returned  to  Des  Moines  and  began  in  the  florist 
business  upon  his  own  account.  Since  that  time  he  has  succeeded  to  the  plant 
established  by  his  father.  He  has  a  store  at  410  East  Sixth  street  and  a  farm 
at  Grand  View  Park,  where  flowers  and  plants  are  produced  upon  an  extensive 
scale.  His  greenhouse  plant  consists  of  forty-five  thousand  square  feet  of 
glzzs  and  he  now  gives  employment  to  about  twenty  persons  during  the  entire 
year,  specializing  in  the  handling  of  the  very  highest  grades  of  cut  flowers.  As 
he  is  enabled  to  make  a  remarkably  fine  display  and  understands  his  business 
thoroughly  from  the  ground  up  he  now  finds  himself  at  the  head  of  a  concern 
which  is  one  of  the  substantial  and  lucrative  enterprises  of  the  city. 

On  the  14th  of  June,  1910,  Mr.  Lozier  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Sadie 
Marie  Geneva,  who  was  born  in  Des  Moines,  September  26,  1889.  She  is  a 
daughter  of  John  and  Irene  (Cooney)  Geneva,  the  father  being  at  the  present 
time  clerk  in  the  police  court  at  Des  Moines.  In  social  circles  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Lozier  are  well  known.  His  religious  faith  is  that  of  the  Episcopal  church  and  he 
belongs  to  the  Des  Moines  Lodge,  No.  68,  K.  P.,  the  Modern  Woodman  Camp, 
the  Modern  Brotherhood  of  America  and  the  Brotherhood  of  American  Yeomen. 


CHARLES  B.  HARDING. 

One  of  the  citizens  of  Webster  township  who  has  materially  aided  in  the 
development  of  the  natural  resources  of  Polk  county  is  Charles  B.  Harding, 
who  is  living  on  a  well  cultivated  farm  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres.  He 
was  born  in  New  York  on  the  17th  of  October,  1855,  and  is  a  son  of  Nathan 
G.  and  Caroline  A.  (Burgess)  Harding,  natives  of  New  York  and  Connecticut 
respectively.  Removing  to  Illinois  in  pioneer  days  the  father  located  on  a  farm 
near  Monmouth,  which  he  cultivated  for  many  years,  during  which  time  he  ac¬ 
quired  considerable  property.  Removing  to  Monmouth  in  1865,  he  engaged  in 
the  lumber  business  for  three  years  and  at  the  same  time  studied  for  the  bar, 
to  which  he  later  was  admitted,  but  owing  to  difficulty  with  his  eyes  never  did 
much  practicing.  Coming  to  Iowa  in  1878  he  settled  in  Polk  county,  upon  four 
hundred  acres  .of  land,  which  he  purchased  in  Webster  township  and  in  the  cul¬ 
tivation  of  which  he  engaged  until  a  few  years  prior  to  his  death,  when  he  re¬ 
moved  to  Des  Moines.  At  the  end  of  a  year's  residence  in  the  capital  city  he 
returned  to  the  farm,  where  he  continued  to  reside  until  he  passed  away  in  De¬ 
cember,  1905,  at  which  time  he  was  eighty-seven,  being  six  years  older  than  Mrs. 
Harding  was  at  the  time  of  her  demise  on  the  21st  of  July,  1901. 

Charles  B.  Harding  acquired  his  education  in  the  district  schools  of  New 
Y  ork  and  Illinois,  the  public  schools  of  Monmouth  and  Monmouth  College,  re¬ 
maining  a  member  of  the  paternal  household  until  he  had  attained  the  age  of 
twenty-two  years,  when  he  came  to  Iowa.  He  first  located  in  Des  Moines, 
where  he  clerked  in  a  store  for  a  year  and  a  half,  but  his  health  failing  at  the 
end  of  that  time  he  went  to  Nebraska,  where  he  worked  in  the  lumber  camps 
for  six  months.  Going  to  Omaha,  he  next  worked  in  a  grocery  store  for  a  year, 
after  which  he  opened  a  flour  and  feed  business.  Disposing  of  the  latter  at  the 
end  of  a  year,  he  began  milling  for  the  wholesale  trade,  continuing  in  this  until 
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1881,  when  he  returned  to  Des  Moines  and  joined  his  brother  in  establishing 
the  first  milk  depot  in  the  city.  After  engaging  in  the  dairy  business  for  two 
years  he  returned  to  Omaha  for  a  similar  period,  and  then  returned  to  Polk 
county  and  assumed  the  management  of  the  homestead,  which  he  has  ever  since 
continued  to  cultivate.  His  father,  two  years  previous  to  his  death,  deeded 
him  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  his  land,  upon  which  he  is  now  living.  He 
has  effected  many  improvements  during  his  occupancy,  having  erected  a  fine 
residence  and  made  other  changes,  all  of.  which  have  tended  to  add  greatly  to 
the  appearance  of  the  property.  Mr.  Harding  generally  keeps  from  forty  to  fifty 
head  of  cattle,  fifteen  head  of  horses  and  until  recently  he  raised  about  one 
hundred  and  fifty  hogs  for  the  market  every  year,  but  he  has  now  discontinued 

the  latter  business.  .  *  .  ... 

Mr.  Harding’s  arrangements  for  a  home  had  their  culmination  in  his  mar¬ 
riage  on  the  6th  of  April,  1884,  to  Miss  Eva  Bowlby,  a  daughter  of  John  and 
Jane  (Jackson)  Bowlby.  Her  mother  was  a  native  of  Ohio  and  her  father  of 
New  jersey.  Removing  to  Illinois  in  the  pioneer  days  they  located  upon  a  farm, 
in  the  cultivation  of  which  the  father  engaged  until  the  breaking  out  of  the  Civil 
war.  Enlisting  in  Company  K,  One  Hundred  and  Third  Illinois  \  olunteers, 
he  went  to  the  front,  where  he  remained  two  years,  but  his  health  succumbing  to 
the  hardships  and  privations  incident  to  camp  life  he  was  sent  home  on  fur¬ 
lough.  He  passed  away,  however,  before  reaching  his  destination  and  was 
laid  to  rest  at  Haines  Bluff,  Mississippi,  in  1863,  at  the  age  of  thirty-four  years. 
Mrs.  Bowlby  married  again,  her  second  union  being  with  J.  P.  Manning,  who  is 
now  deceased.  Mrs.  Manning,  who  is  now  eighty-two  years  of  age,  has  made 
her  home  with  her  daughter,  Mrs.  Harding,  ever  since  the  latter’s  marriage. 
Mr  and  Mrs.  Harding  have  no  children  of  their  own,  but  are  rearing  two 
daughters  of  a  niece  of  the  latter:  Eva  Irene  Camer,  who  is  thirteen  years  of 

age,  and  Irma  May  Camer,  who  is  eight.  . 

Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harding  affiliate  with  the  church  of  the  Latter  .Day 
Saints,  while  his  political  support  he  accords  the  republican  party.  Not  aspiring 
to  public  office,  however,  he  does  not  participate  in  civic  activities,  preferring  to 
devote  his  attention  to  the  supervision  of  his  private  affairs.  In  addition  to  his 
homestead  Mr.  Harding  owns  a  nice  residence  and  three  lots  in  Des  Moines, 
which  he  rents  most  advantageously.  He  is  a  capable  business  man  as  well  as 
agriculturist  and  has  accumulated  a  very  nice  property  during  his  residence  in 

o 

Polk  county. 


S.  R.  GAWTHROP. 

The  south  is  under  great  obligations  to  real-estate  men  of  other  sections  of 
the  country  who  have  assisted  most  ably  during  recent  years  in  bringing  settlers 
into  unoccupied  districts.  Among  the  energetic  promoters  of  immigration  is 
S  R.  Gawthrop,  who  has  for  four  years  past  maintained  his  headquarters  at 
Des  Moines  He  was  born  in  Louisa  county,  Iowa,  December  20,  1868,  a  son 
of  Tames  T.  and  Ruth  A.  (Jarvis)  Gawthrop.  The  mother  was  born  in  Iowa, 
in  iSv)  and  is  now  deceased.  The  father  was  born  at  Baltimore,  Maryland, 
in  i8to’  and  was  a  contractor  and  builder.  There  were  seven  children  in  the 
family,  ’namely :  C.  Z.,  who  is  married  and  lives  at  Morning  Sun;  Frank  who  is 
also  married  and  lives  near  Mount  Pleasant,  Iowa ;  Emma,  now  the  wife  of  S. 
G.  Matthews,  of  Burlington;  S.  R.  the  subject  of  this  review ;  E.  D  who  is 
married  and  lives  at  Burlington;  Daisy,  now  Mrs.  J.  M  Sanchez,  of  Omaha, 
Nebraska ;  and  Mary,  the  wife  of  A.  J.  Lee,  of  Batavia, _  Iowa. 

S.  R.  Gawthrop  received  his  preliminary  education  in  the  common  schools 
of  Louisa  county.  After  laying  his  books  aside  he  engaged  in  commercial  life 
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for  one  and  one-half  years  and  then  for  five  years  in  the  harness  business,  after 
which  he  conducted  a  general  mercantile  store  on  his  own  account  for  fourteen 
years  at  Oakville,  Iowa.  He  then  entered  the  real-estate  business  and  in  1906, 
on  account  of  superior  advantages  of  location,  removed  to  Des  Moines,  where 
he  has  since  continued.  His  attention  is  mainly  devoted  to  the  encouragement 
of  immigration  to  irrigated  lands  of  Hidalgo  county,  one  of  the  coast  counties 
of  Texas.  These  lands  are  disposed  of  mostly  in  small  tracts  of  forty,  sixty, 
eighty  or  one  hundred  acres  and  have  proven  highly  satisfactory  investments. 

In  1888  Mr.  Gawthrop  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Sallie  Thomas,  a 
native  of  Iowa  and  a  daughter  of  Isham  Thomas,  who  is  a  veteran  of  the  Civil 
war  and  is  now  living  retired.  Six  children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Gawthrop,  namely :  Eva,  at  home ;  Doyle,  a  student  at  Des  Moines  College ; 
and  Dudley,  Marie,  Fay  and  Anita,  all  of  whom  are  attending  school. 

Mr.  Gawthrop  is  an  enterprising  and  successful  business  man  and  has  made 
many  friends,  who  admire  him  for  his  generous  and  manly  character.  Politically 
he  is  not  identified  with  any  of  the  established  parties,  preferring  to  be  inde¬ 
pendent.  He  takes  an  active  interest  in  local  affairs,  although  not  a  politician 
in  the  sense  of  seeking  office.  Religiously  he  is  connected  with  the  Methodist 
church  and  is  a  sincere  believer  in  its  teachings.  He  also  holds  membership  in 
the  Odd  Fellows,  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America  and  the  Grant  Club  of 
Des  Moines. 


THEODORE  FLITCRAFT. 

Theodore  Flitcraft,  who  for  the  past  six  years  has  been  engaged  in  the 
meat  business  in  Elkhart,  is  one  of  Polk  county’s  native  sons,  his  birth  having 
occurred  in  Saylorville  on  the  7th  of  October,  1871.  He  is  a  son  of  George  W. 
and  Annie  E.  (McMean)  Flitcraft,  the  mother  a  native  of  Indiana  and  the 
father  of  Ohio.  At  the  age  of  eighteen  years  George  W.  Flitcraft  came  to  Iowa 
and  very  soon  thereafter  he  enlisted  in  Company  E,  Twentieth  Iowa  Volunteers, 
at  Davenport  and  went  to  the  front,  serving  all  through  the  Civil  war.  After 
receiving  his  discharge  he  came  to  Des  Moines,  where  he  learned  blacksmithing, 
following  which  he  worked  in  the  Skinner  Plow  factory.  Subsequently  he  went 
to  Saylorville  and  established  a  shop,  which  he  operated  until  1879,  when  he 
removed  to  Berwick  and  continued  to  be  identified  with  the  same  occupation 
for  two  years.  At  the  expiration  of  that  period  he  came  to  Elkhart  and  opened 
a  shop,  which  he  was  conducting  at  the  time  of  his  death  on  the  30th  of  Sep¬ 
tember,  1884.  The  mother,  who  is  now  fifty-nine  years  of  age,  continues  to 
reside  in  Elkhart. 

The  elementary  education  of  Theodore  Flitcraft  was  acquired  in  the  public 
schools  of  Saylorville,  which  he  attended  until  he  was  ten  years  of  age,  when 
his  parents  removed  to  Elkhart  and  there  he  completed  his  schooling.  After 
laying  aside  his  text-books  he  worked  as  a  farm  hand  by  the  month  for  three 
years.  At  the  expiration  of  that  period  he  accepted  a  position  in  a  general  store 
at  Elkhart,  where  he  remained  until  1898,  and  then  went  to  Des  Moines  to  work 
for  B.  S.  Schermerhorn  in  the  butter  and  egg  business.  Eighteen  months  later 
he  severed  his  connection  with  this  company  and  removed  to  St.  Paul,  Minne¬ 
sota,  entering  the  employ  of  the  R.  E.  Cobb  Commission  Company.  In  1905  he 
returned  to  Elkhart  and  established  a  retail  meat  market,  which  he  conducted 
for  three  years  and  then  added  groceries,  and  has  ever  since  been  conducting  a 
meat  market  and  grocery.  He  has  met  with  favorable  returns  from  his  ventures, 
particularly  in  his  market  as  there  is  no  other  in  the  village. 

On  the  1st  of  June,  1909,  Mr.  Flitcraft  married  Miss  Ada  B.  Conner,  a 
daughter  of  John  and  Ellen  (Lint)  Conner,  the  mother  a  native  of  Pennsyl- 
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vania  and  the  father  of  Ohio.  Mr.  Conner  was  for  many  years  engaged  in 
agricultural  pursuits  in  Missouri,  but  removed  from  there  to  Iowa  in  1873,  lo¬ 
cating  on  a  farm  in  Jasper  county,  which  he  cultivated  for  several  years  and 
then  came  to  Polk  county.  He  is  still  engaged  in  the  operation  of  his  farm 
although  he  is  now  sixty-six  years  of  age,  while  Mrs.  Conner  is  sixty. 

The  political  views  of  Mr.  Flitcraft  coincide  with  those  of  the  republican 
party,  for  whose  candidates  he  always  casts  his  ballot.  He  takes  a  keen  interest 
in  municipal  affairs  and  has  served  as  councilman  for  one  term.  Although 
not  affiliated  with  any  church  he  attends  the  Methodist  Episcopal  with  Mrs. 
Flitcraft  as  she  is  a  member.  A  man  of  purpose  and  enterprise,  Mr.  Flitcraft 
has  succeeded  in  establishing  a  lucrative  business  in  Elkhart,  where  he  is  re¬ 
garded  as  both  capable  and  trustworthy. 


ALBERT  C.  MILLER. 

Citizens  of  Des  Moines  take  just  pride  in  the  standing  of  its  financial  in¬ 
stitutions  which  rank  fully  as  high  as  those  of  any  other  city  of  its  size  in  Amer¬ 
ica.  In  the  number  of  well  established  concerns  is  the  Home  Savings  Bank, 
which  was  organized  twenty  years  ago  by  Albert  C.  Miller,  who  served  for 
seventeen  years  as  its  cashier  and  since  1908  has  occupied  the  office  of  presi¬ 
dent.  He  is  a  native  of  Miami  county,  Indiana,  born  February  12,  1856,  and  is 
a  son  of  Henry  Clay  and  Savannah  (Elwell)  Miller,  both  of  whom  were  born 
in  Indiana.  The  father  was  a  farmer  and  is  now  deceased,  but  the  mother  is 
still  living  and  makes  her  home  in  Miami  county.  On  the  paternal  side  the 
ancestors  were  of  Scotch-Irish  descent,  and  on  the  maternal  side  they  par¬ 
ticipated  in  the  Revolutionary  war  and  became  settlers  of  Miami  county. 

Albert  C.  Miller  possessed  advantages  of  education  in  the  public  and  high 
schools  and  later  attended  the  Quaker  Academy  at  Wabash,  Indiana,  and  the 
Methodist  Colleges  at  Fort  Wayne,  Indiana.  At  the  age  of  twenty-three  years 
he  left  college  and  entered  business  life  in  charge  of  a  department  in  the  store 
of  J.  B.  White  &  Company,  dealers  in  general  merchandise  at  Fort  Wayne, 
continuing  in  that  position  for  one  year.  In  1880  he  arrived  in  Des  Moines  and 
was  appointed  deputy  county  treasurer,  a  position  which  he  filled  with  great 
acceptance  for  ten  years  lacking  seven  days.  In  1891,  after  leaving  the  county 
treasurer’s  office,  he  organized  the  Home  Savings  Bank,  of  which  he  was  elected 
cashier  and,  as  stated  above,  is  now  serving  as  president.  He  is  also  president 
of  the  Citizens  Savings  Bank  of  Benton,  Iowa,  and  vice  president  of  the  Farmers 
Exchange  Bank  of  Ankenv. 

On  the  20th  of  December,  1883,  Mr.  Miller  was  married  at  Des  Moines  to 
Miss  Mary  E.  Wood,  a  daughter  of  William  W.  Wood,  a  native  of  Ohio.  The 
paternal  ancestors  of  Mrs.  Miller  came  to  America  with  William  Penn  and  her 
parents  were  settlers  in  Ohio.  Two  children  came  to  brighten  the  home  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Miller;  Virgil  F.,  who  was  born  October  30,  1884,  and  died  October 
15,  1891;  and  Leland  Wood,  born  February  2,  1893. 

"  In  politics  Mr.  Miller  gives  his  support  to  the  republican .  party  and  at  times 
he  takes  an  active  part  in  promoting  the  cause  of  its  candidates.  Fraternally 
he  is  identified  with  the  Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen,  the  Yeomen  of 
America  and  the  Iowa  Traveling  Men’s  Association.  He  also  holds  member¬ 
ship  in  the  Grand  View  Golf  Club.  He  is  prominently  connected  with  a  num¬ 
ber  of  business  organizations  to  which  he  has  given  much  time  and  energy.  He 
is  a  charter  member  of  the  Greater  Des  Moines  committee  and  for  a  number 
of  years  he  was  a  director  and  treasurer  of  the  Commercial  Club  and  of  the 
East  Des  Moines  Commercial  League.  Through  his  efforts  the  movement  for 
the  survey  of  the  Des  Moines  river  was  started  to  determine  whether  it  was 
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possible  to  improve  the  stream  for  navigation  and  also  to  determine  its  value 
for  water  power.  The  committee,  composed  of  members  of  all  these  different 
organizations,  was  appointed  and  Mr.  Miller  was  made  its  chairman.  After  two 
vears  of  strenuous  work  in  gathering  statistics,  attending  waterway  conven¬ 
tions  and  also  filing  a  report  covering  every  phase  of  the  subject,  which  report 
was  approved  by  the  Rock  Island  corps  of  United  States  army  engineers  and 
finally  by  the  reviewing  board  of  engineers  at  Washington,  an  appropriation 
was  made  by  congress  and  the  engineers  began  the  work  assigned  them  in  Jan¬ 
uary,  1910.  Up  to  this  date  the  report  of  the  engineers  has  not  been  made  pub¬ 
lic  but  its  publication  is  expected  at  any  time.  It  will  undoubtedly  be  a  very 
interesting  document,  showing  what  are  the  possibilities  through  the  improve¬ 
ment  of  the  river.  At  the  present  writing,  in  the  fall  of  1911,  Mr.  Miller  is  the 
Iowa  vice  president  of  the  national  rivers  and  harbors  congress,  whose  influ¬ 
ence  is  probably  second  only  to  the  national  rivers  and  harbors  congress  itself. 
He  is  also  a  member  of  the  executive  committee  of  the  Upper  Mississippi  River 
Improvement  Association  and  holds  an  official  position  in  the  Lakes  to  the  Gulf 
Deep  Waterway  Association.  When  the  thirty-second  general  assembly  of  the 
state  of  Iowa  created  the  commission  known  as  the  State  Drainage  Waterways  and 
Conservation  Commission,  by  the  request  of  the  commercial  organization  of 
Des  Moines,  the  governor  appointed  him  chairman  of  that  commission.  The 
commission  performed  its  work  and  filed  its  first  report  to  the  thirty-third  gen¬ 
eral  assembly,  which  work  received  favorable  comment.  The  offices  held  by 
Mr.  Miller  indicate  that  he  possesses  in  a  high  degree  the  confidence  of  the 
business  men  of  the  city  and  also  give  evidence  of  his  deep  and  abiding  interest 
in  the  public  welfare.  He  has  for  years  been  most  generous  in  the  expenditure 
of  money  and  energy  in  the  promotion  of  important  undertakings  which  aim 
to  protect  the  natural  resources  of  the  state  and  to  enhance  the  comfort  and 
happiness  of  his  fellowmen.  Starting  in  life  upon  his  own  resources,  he  has 
won  recognition  as  one  of  the  leading  men  of  Des  Moines  and  also  as  a  public- 
spirited  citizen,  ever  ready  and  willing  to  assist  in  forwarding  movements  which 
have  for  their  object  the  general  good. 


WILLIAM  M.  SHEARER. 

William  M.  Shearer,  who  has  met  with  gratifying  success  in  agricultural 
pursuits  and  is  now  living  on  one  of  the  valuable  farms  of  Madison  township, 
was  born  in  Missouri  on  the  10th  of  November,  1855.  His  parents,  John  R. 
and  Lucinda  (Runyon)  Shearer,  were  natives  of  Kentucky  and  Missouri  re¬ 
spectively.  They  came  to  Iowa  and  settled  in  Polk  county  in  1853  and  are  now 
living  retired  in  Madrid,  Boone  county,  this  state,  the  father  at  the.  age  of 
seventy-six  years  and  the  mother  at  seventy-two.  Mr.  Shearer  enlisted  in  Com¬ 
pany  B,  Sixteenth  Iowa  Volunteer  Infantry,  in  1863,  and  went  to  the  front,  where 
he  engaged  in  active  service  until  mustered  out  in  July,  1865.  He  was  wounded 
twice,  having  been  shot  through  the  leg  at  one  time  and  at  another  losing  his 
thumb.  He  engaged  in  all  of  the  battles  in  which  his  regiment  participated,  the 
most  important  of  which  was  probably  that  of  Lookout  Mountain  and  he  was 
also  with  Sherman  on  his  famous  march  to  the  sea.  He  is  now  a  member  of  the 
Grand  Army  Post  at  Madrid.  Eight  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Shearer, 
William  M.  being  the  eldest. 

It  was  in  the  district  schools  that  William  M.  Shearer  obtained  his  education 
and  when  old  enough  to  lay  aside  his  text-books  he  assisted  his  father  with  the 
work  of  the  farm,  remaining  under  the  paternal  roof  until  his  marriage  at  the 
age  of  twenty-six  years.  He  subsequently  engaged  in  farming  on  rented  land 
for  three  years  and  then  bought  seventy-three  acres  of  the  old  home  farm,  rent- 


1296 


CITY  OF  DES  MOINES  AND  POLK  COUNTY 


ing  the  remaining  seventy-seven  acres,  which  he  later  bought.  Careful  manage¬ 
ment,  persistence  and  unwearied  energy  brought  the  usual  reward  and  Mr. 
Shearer  was  able  to  add  to  his  original  tract  from  time  to  time  until  he  had 

acquired  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land.  Much  of  this  he  bought  for 

ten  dollars  per  acre  and  today  it  is  held  at  one  hundred  and  fifty.  In  1908  he 
sold  all  of  that  tract  except  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  and  bought  one.  hun¬ 
dred  and  twenty  acres  on  section  16,  Madison  township,  upon  which  he  is  liv¬ 
ing  at  the  present  time.  He  continues  to  reside  on  his  farm  but  is  no  longer  en¬ 
gaged  in  active  work,  having  rented  his  land. 

It  was  in  1881  that  Mr.  Shearer  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Maggie  J. 

Davis,  a  daughter  of  A.  C.  and  Martha  Davis,  of  Boone  county,  and  they  be¬ 

came  the  parents  of  five  children.  C.  E.,  the  eldest,  married  Miss  Ethel  Hunt, 
of  this  county,  and  is  living  with  his  father.  J.  A.,  who  is  living  in  Polk  county, 
married  Miss  Ethel  Stover,  of  Dallas  county,  and  has  two  children.  W.  R., 
who  is  also  a  resident  of  this  county,  married  Miss  Mabel  Acton  and  has  two 
children.  L.  B.  died  in  childhood.  Jennie,  who  is  now  living  in  Boone  county, 
married  Will  Murray  of  that  county  and  has  two  children.  The  wife  and  mother 
passed  away  in  1890  at  the  age  of  twenty-eight  years  and  was  laid  to  rest  in 
Hopkins  Grove  cemetery.  In  1893  Mr.  Shearer  was  married  to  Miss  Dora 
Shiesel,  a  daughter  of  Timothy  and  Catherine  (Arning)  Shiesel,  natives  of 
Germany,  who  came  to  the  United  States  in  childhood  and  were  married  in  Iowa 
and  died  in  Missouri,  the  mother  in  1902  at  the  age  of  seventy-one  and  the 
father  six  years  later  at  the  age  of  seventy-six  years.  He  was  a  veteran  of  the 
Civil  war,  having  enlisted  from  Iowa  in  1863  and  serving  until  the  end  of 

hostilities. 

Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Shearer  hold  membership  in  the  Christian  church  of 
Madrid.  The  republican  party  has  always  received  his  political  support .  since 
acquiring  the  right  to  vote.  He  takes  an  active  interest  in  all  municipal  issues 
and  was  elected  supervisor  for  five  terms,  which  office  he  continues  to  hold.  He 
has  also  been  one  of  the  school  directors  for  many  years.  Mr.  Shearer  is  well 
regarded  in  the  community  where  he  lives  and  is  considered  to  be  one  of  the 
substantial  citizens  of  his  township. 


BARTHOLOMEW  JOSEPH  CAVANAGH. 

Bartholomew  Joseph  Cavanagh  is  a  well  established  attorney  of  Des  Moines, 
where  he  has  successfully  practiced  for  the  last  ten  years.  He  was  born  in  this 
city,  November  28,  1872,  and  is  a  son  of  Major  Thomas  and  Mary  (Gibbons) 
Cavanagh,  the  former  of  whom  is  deceased.  Major  Thomas  Cavanagh  .was 
one  of  the  earliest  and  most  prominent  and  substantial  citizens  of  Des  Moines. 
He  was  born  of  prosperous  parents  in  Ireland  and  there  received  a  liberal 
education.  The  family  passed  through  the  terrible  famine  of  1847-8,  during 
which  the  world’s  charity  was  invoked  in  behalf  of  the  suffering  people  of 
Ireland,  and  they  determined  to  emigrate  to  America,  the  son  coming  in  ad¬ 
vance  to  this  country  in  1849.  He  arrived  at  Des  Moines  in  that  year  bearing 
letters  to  Judge  P.  M.  Casady  and  Hon.  R.  L.  Tidrick,  both  of  whom  were  then 
in  the  law  and  real-estate  business.  He  was  generously  received  by  the  pioneers 
who  had  preceeded  him  to  old  Fort  Des  Moines,  and  whose  gospel  of  life  was 
to  help  one  another,  Judge  Casady  being  deeply  impressed  with  his  politeness, 
courteous  manner  and  scrupulous  neatness  of  apparel,  for  in  those  days  the 
majority  of  the  old  settlers  paid  little  attention  to  fine  clothes.  The  new  arrival 
had  some  money  which  he  desired  to  invest  in  the  most  remunerative  way,  and 
the  judge  suggested  corner  lots,  recommending  the  northwest  corner  of  Fifth 
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and  Mulberry  streets,  where  the  Youngerman  building  now  stands.  Mr.  Cav¬ 
anagh  purchased  the  iot  for  thirty  dollars,  and  received  therefor  the  first  original 
deed  from  the  county  supervisors,  who  had  received  the  title  direct  by  donation 
from  the  United  States  government.  In  1891,  when  the  cornerstone  of  the 
Youngerman  building  was  laid,  this  deed  was  with  other  articles  deposited 
therein.  He  also  made  other  good  investments  in  real  estate.  His  mother  hav¬ 
ing  previously  died,  his  father,  John  Cavanagh,  soon  arrived  in  Des  Moines  and 
decided  to  locate  in  Dallas  county.  The  son  joined  him  there  soon  afterward 
and-  laid  out  and  established  the  town  of  Redfield  in  Dallas  county,  where  he 
lived  for  five  years.  While  there  he  was  given  the  title  of  “Major,”  which  he 
carried  by  common  consent  during  the  remainder  of  his  life.  In  the  town  at 
that  time  were  two  good-natured  southerners,  named  Owens  and  Burns,  and 
under  the  rule  that  all  Southerners  are  “colonels,”  Owens  was  dubbed  “Colonel” 
and  Burns,  “Judge,”  (a  title  which  he  later  actually  acquired),  and  Mr.  Cav¬ 
anagh  was  called  “Major.”  At  the  September  term  of  the  district  court,  in 
1854,  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  of  Polk  county,  and  the  next  year  returned 
to  Des  Moines  and  opened  an  office  here  as  a  lawyer,  real-estate  broker  and 
emigrant  agent.  He  was  an  ardent  friend  of  the  church  and  school  and  a 
strong  temperance  advocate,  and  in  1856,  when  Father  Plathe  was  endeavor¬ 
ing  to  'build  the  first  Catholic  church,  at  the  corner  of  Sixth  and  Locust  streets, 
Major  Cavanagh  rendered  valuable  assistance,  being  also  prominent  in  the 
same  line  in  1863  when  Father  Brazil  sought  to  build  a  larger  and  finer  structure 
on  the  same  spot.  Major  Cavanagh  was  the  most  intimate  friend  and  associate 
of  both  of  these  priests. 

In  1862,  at  the  time  of  the  Civil  war,  when  the  democrats  were  suspected  of 
being  rebels,  Major  Cavanagh  was  nominated  for  mayor  of  the  city.  He  was 
a  democrat  but  not  a  politician,  and  he  knew  very  little  of  the  chicanery  of 
politics.  His  popularity  was  such,  however,  that  he  was  elected  to  the  office  and 
performed  the  duties  of  mayor  and  police  magistrate  upon  a  higher  plane  than 
was  the  usual  custom  in  the  early  days.  He  closed  his  term  with  much  credit 
and  was  renominated,  but  on  account  of  the  opposition  of  the  republican  papers, 
and  the  high  war  spirit  that  prevailed,  he  was  defeated  by  sixteen  votes. 

In  1862,  when  the  Savery  House,  now  the  Kirkwood,  was  opened,  Major 
Cavanagh  was  one  of  its  first  guests  and  there  made  his  home  until  his  mar¬ 
riage  to  Miss  Mary  Gibbons,  in  1871.  Miss  Gibbons  was  a  daughter  of  Owen 
and  Alice  Gibbons,  pioneers  of  Davenport,  Iowa,  the  former  a  prominent  build¬ 
ing  contractor.  Her  father  and  mother  were  both  born  in  Ireland  and  came  to 
America  at  an  early  age.  Major  Cavanagh  was  one  of  the  founders  of  the 
Des  Moines  public  library  and  one  of  its  firmest  supporters.  After  many  years 
of  great  usefulness  he  retired  from  active  affairs  in  1890,  and  died  April  25, 
1891,  leaving  a  wife  and  three  children.  A  man  of  large  and  handsome  physique 
and  of  pleasing  address,  he  made  friends  wherever  he  was  known.  He  was  a 
model  citizen  and  was  noted  for  his  manly  character,  his  reliability  and  his 
progressiveness,  and  the  record  which  he  left  is  one  of  which  his  friends  may 
ever  be  proud. 

Bartholomew  J.  Cavanagh  was  educated  at  the  St.  Ambrose  parochial  school 
of  Des  Moines,  the  St.  Ambrose  Seminary  of  Davenport,  Iowa,  and  St.  Mary’s 
College,  of  St.  Marys,  Kansas,  subsequently  becoming  a  student  in  the  law 
department  of  Drake  University,  at  Des  Moines,  from  which  he  was  graduated 
with  the  degree  of  LL.B.,  May  17,  1901.  He  engaged  in  newspaper  work  in 
Des  Moines  for  ten  years  before  his  graduation  in  law  and  has  practiced  his 
profession  since  his  admission  to  the  bar,  January  16,  1901.  He  has  applied  him¬ 
self  with  a  zeal  and  ability  which  have  redounded  greatly  to  his  credit,  so  that  he 
has  gained  recognition  as  one  of  the  thoroughly  wide-awake  and  efficient  attor¬ 
neys  of  Polk  county.  In  addition  to  having  a  liberal  income  from  his  pro¬ 
fession,  he  is  an  extensive  holder  of  real  estate  in  Des  Moines  and  elsewhere. 
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On  the  17th  of  April,  1901,  Mr.  Cavanagh  was  united  in  marriage,  in  this 
city  to  Miss  Elizabeth  A.  Ewing,  a  daughter  of  John  and  Janet  Ewing,  of  Pike 
River,  Quebec,  Canada.  The  early  members  of  Mrs.  Cavanagh’s  family  settled 
on  Pike  river  in  the  pioneer  days,  and  the  Ewings  since  have  conducted  the  most 
important  business-  interests  in  the  district  lying  between  St.  Johns  and  the 
head  of  Lake  Champlain.  Two  children  came  to  bless  the  union  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Cavanagh:  Janet,  who  was  born  May  22,  190/ ,  and  Elaine  Mary,  born 

November  6,  1909. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cavanagh  are  valued  members  of  the  Catholic  church.  Socially 
Mr.  Cavanagh  is  identified  with  the  Knights  of  Columbus,  and  the  Golf  and 
Country  Club,  being  also  a  member  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  Associated 
Charities  of  Des  Moines.  Fortunate  in  his  education  and  training,  possessing  a 
genial  and  kindly  disposition,  and  endowed  with  marked  ability  as  a  lawyer, 
he  has  proven  a  worthy  successor  to  his  revered  father.  He  is  one  of  the  most 
popular  citizens  of  Des  Moines,  and  by  a  sincere  and  straightforward  life  has 
earned  the  respect  in  which  he  is  held  by  the  entire  community. 


DR.  JACKSON  WATTS. 


For  nearly  forty  years  in  the  active  practice  of  dentistry  in  Des  Moines,  Dr. 
Tackson  Watts  gained  an  established  reputation  as  one  of  the  leaders  in  his  spe¬ 
cialty  in  Iowa.  He  was  born  on  a  farm  in  Montgomery  county,  Indiana,  October 
10,  1840,  a  son  of  John  and  Ruth  (Cox)  Watts,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of 
Kentucky.  The  father,  who  was  born  near  Lexington  in  1805,  was  reared  as  a 
farmer  and  after  his  marriage  joined  in  the  movement  northward  from  various 
states  of  the  south  and  settled  for  a  time  in  the  midst  of  a  forest  in  Indiana. 
Glowing  accounts  of  the  productiveness  of  the  land  west  of  the  Mississippi 
river  reached  his  ears  and  he  undertook  a  journey  by  wagon  to  Polk  county, 
Iowa,  purchasing  a  tract  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  in  Allen  township  from 
a  man  named  Perkins.  Having  acquired  this  property,  he  returned  to  Indiana 
in  the  fall  of  the  same  year,  accompanied  by  his  wife  and  eight  children,  and 
after  settling  up  his  affairs  in  the  Hoosier  state,  once  more  turned  his  face  west¬ 
ward.  Here  he  applied  himself  diligently  and  became  one  of  the  leading  men 
in  his  township.  He  was  in  many  respects  a  man  of  the  typical  pioneer  type, 
determined,  courageous  and  indefatigable  in  following  any  honorable  course 
leading  to  an  independent  career.  He  was  an  earnest  believer  in  the  authority 
and  inspiration  of  the  Bible  and  a  stanch  member  of  the  Baptist  church.  Polit¬ 
ically  he  gave  his  influence  and  support  to  the  Jacksonian  democracy.  He  passed 
away  November  28,  1857,  and  his  wife  was  called  from  earthly  scenes  March 
8,  1879. 

Jackson  Watts  came  with  his  parents  to  Iowa  in  October,  1848,  and  spent 
the  remainder  of  his  life  in  this  state.  He  was  reared  upon  the  home  farm  and 
received  his  preliminary  education  in  the  district  schools.  Even  as.  a  boy  he 
evinced  an  inclination  for  a  professional  career  and,  having  chosen  dentistry  as  his 
vocation,  he  entered  the  office  of  Dr.  J.  W.  Bishop,  of  Des  Moines,  where  he 
was  inducted  into  the  various  details  of  the  art,  so  that  at  the  age  of  nineteen 
years  he  felt  prepared  to  engage  in  practice  upon  his  own  responsibility.  Ac¬ 
cordingly  he  associated  with  Dr.  William  Molesworth  in  1859*  whose  interest 
in  the  business  he  purchased  in  1861,  thereafter  practicing  alone.  As  the  years 
passed  he  won  a  position  as  one  of  the  foremost  men  in  the  ranks  of  his  pro¬ 
fession,  continuing  in  active  practice  until  his  death,  which  occurred  October 
16,  1899. 

On  the  31st  of  October,  1864,  Dr.  Watts  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Sarah  A.  Bell,  who  was  born  at  Johnstown,  Pennsylvania,  a  daughter  of  Sam- 
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uel  Bell,  who  emigrated  to  Ohio  and  later  to  Polk  county,  Iowa.  The  father 
died  in  Colorado,  after  having  been  attracted  to  the  mountains  in  search  of 
wealth  in  the  mines.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Watts  became  the  parents  of  one  child,  Clar¬ 
ence  Victor,  who  was  born  February  io,  1867.  He  was  given  every  desirable 
opportunity  of  education  and  after  completing  the  common-school  course  en¬ 
tered  Callanan  College  and  Drake  University,  subsequently  becoming  a  student 
in  the  dental  department  of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania.  He  is  now  engaged 
in  practice  in  Des  Moines. 

Dr.  Jackson  Watts  began  his  business  career  at  Des  Moines  when  the  pres¬ 
ent  thriving  city  was  a  mere  village  in  a  thinly  settled  region  which  few  imagined 
would  within  a  single  generation  become  one  of  the  garden  spots  of  America. 
He  devoted  himself  closely  and  conscientiously  to  his  profession  and  lived 
to  see  Des  Moines  and  the  surrounding  country  transformed  into  a  center  of 
civilization  and  refinement  in  a  great  state.  He  gained  a  host  of  friends  and 
a  reputation  as  one  of  the  highly  influential  citizens  of  the  state.  His  place  in 
professional  circles  is  now  ably  occupied  by  his  son  who  has  proven  by  his 
intimate  acquaintance  with  his  profession  and  his  acknowledged  talents  a  most 
worthy  successor  to  an  honored  father. 


LEONIDAS  H.  DE  FORD. 

Among  the  native  sons  of  Polk  county  who  have  become  successful  agricul¬ 
turists  and  substantial  citizens  appears  the  name  of  Leonidas  H.  De  Ford,  who 
was  born  in  Des  Moines  on  the  25th  of  November,  1851.  His  parents,  William 
and  Elizabeth  (Robinson)  De  Ford,  were  natives  of  Ohio  but  they  removed  to 
Bureau  county,  Illinois,  in  pioneer  days  and  there  the  father  engaged  in  black- 
smithing.  In  August,  1846,  they  removed  to  the  Hawkey  e  state  and  located  in 
Des  Moines,  where  Mr.  De  Ford  continued  to  follow  his  trade.  He  was  one 
of  the  well  known  citizens  of  the  town  and  was  elected  to  the  highest  office  of 
the  municipality  in  1856,  the  duties  of  which  he  discharged  with  credit  to  him¬ 
self  and  his  constituency.  Mr.  De  Ford  was  also  a  musician  of  recognized 
ability  and  during  his  residence  in  Des  Moines  organized  the  first  brass  band 
in  the  town.  He  disposed  of  his  business  in  1872  and  shortly  afterward  became 
a  citizen  of  Lexington,  Nebraska,  where  he  continued  to  pursue  blacksmithing 
until  his  death  in  1892.  Mrs.  De  Ford  had  passed  away  while  they  were  living 
in  Des  Moines,  in  1853. 

Leonidas  H.  De  Ford  obtained  his  education  in  the  public  schools  of  Des 
Moines,  remaining  a  member  of  his  father’s  household  until  he  had  reached 
his  fifteenth  year,  when  he  accepted  the  appointment  of  government  mail  carrier 
to  the  surrounding  settlements.  The  towns  were  scattered,  the  roads  very  poor, 
being  practically  impassable  at  times  because  of  the  heavy  rains,  so  he  covered 
his  territory  on  horseback.  The  mail  was  not  heavy  in  those  days,  for  letters 
were  not  often  exchanged  because  of  the  poor  facilities  and  the  rate  of  postage 
which  at  that  time  was  considerably  higher  than  it  is  today,  and  an  item  of  ex¬ 
pense  worthy  of  consideration  among  the  pioneers,  so  a  pair  of  saddle-bags  pro¬ 
vided  ample  room  for  its  accommodation.  He  continued  to  follow  this  for  four 
years  and  then  responded  to  the  call  for  volunteers  in  1870  to  go  west  to  fight 
the  Indians.  He  enlisted  in  the  Seventh  United  States  Cavalry,  known  as 
Custer’s  regiment,  and  was  soon  promoted  to  the  rank  of  sergeant  of  Troop  C. 
He  remained  in  the  army  for  five  years  and  at  the  end  of  that  period  was  mus¬ 
tered  out  and  returned  to  Des  Moines.  After  leaving  the  army  he  decided  to 
become  a  farmer  and  bought  two  hundred  acres  of  land  in  Polk  county,  which 
he  immediately  set  about  clearing  and  developing.  He  has  continued  to  cul¬ 
tivate  this  property  ever  since  and  by  forty  years’  careful  supervision  and  man- 
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agement,  together  with  modern  improvements  and  methods  of  fertilization  and 
drainage  has  made  it  one  of  the  very  valuable  farms  in  the  county. 

Mr.  De  Ford’s  arrangements  for  a  home  of  his  own  had  their  culmination 
in  his  marriage  on  the  14th  of  September,  1887,  to  Miss  Martha  A.  Nuttall. 
Mrs.  De  Ford  was  a  daughter  of  Jesse  and  Emma  (Toller)  Nuttall,  natives  of 
Indiana,  who  came  to  Iowa  in  1847  and  located  on  a  farm  in  Polk  county.  Mrs. 
De  Ford  passed  away  on  the  14th  of  June,  1908,  after  a  brief  but  not  supposedly 
serious  illness,  although  she  had  been  in  delicate  health  for  several  years.  She 
was  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  of  which  denomination  Mr. 
De  Ford  is  still  a  communicant.  He  is  also  identified  with  several  fraternal 
organizations,  holding  membership  in  the  Masonic  order,  the  Knights  of  Pythias, 
Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  Eagles  and  the  Benevolent  and  Protective 
Order  of  Elks. 

Since  being  granted  the  right  of  suffrage  Mr.  De  Ford  has  been  a  strong 
supporter  of  the  policy  of  the  republican  party.  He  takes  an  active  interest 
in  all  local  political  issues  and  for  nine  years  was  a  member  of  the  board  of 
county  supervisors,  his  long  incumbency  indicating  the  regard  in  which  he  was 
held  by  his  constituency.  He  has  been  an  industrious  and  persevering  man  and 
has  met  with  more  than  moderate  success  in  his  undertakings,  as  in  addition 
to  his  large  farm  he  owns  seven  fine  residences  in  Valley  Junction  which  he 
rents.  Fie  has  many  friends  in  the  community  where  he  lives  and  has  spent 
almost  his  entire  life. 


S.  C.  SUMPTER. 

S.  C.  Sumpter,  who  is  successfully  engaged  in  the  real-estate  and  insurance 
business  at  Des  Moines,  was  born  in  Warren  county,  Iowa,  on  the  16th  of  May, 
1874.  His  great-great-grandfather  on  the  maternal  side,  Thomas  Wilson,  was 
a  member  of  General  Washington’s  staff  during  the  Revolutionary  war.  He 
entered  land  in  Kentucky  on  the  site  of  Mammoth  Cave.  Christopher  Sumpter, 
the  father  of  S.  C.  Sumpter,  was  born  in  Putnam  county,  Indiana,  on  the  23d 
of  April,  1849,  and  became  a  contractor  and  carpenter.  His  wife,  who  bore 
the  maiden  name  of  Eliza  Greder,  was  born  in  Warren  county,  Iowa,  on  the 
18th  of  March,  1857.  They  were  the  parents  of  five  children,  as  follows:  Mary 
E.,  who  is  deceased,  as  is  also  her  husband,  William  Marsh,  by  whom  she  had  a 
daughter,  Edna;  S.  C.,  of  this  review ;  Effie,  who  is  the  wife  of  Frank  Wilson  and 
resides  at  Oskaloosa,  Iowa ;  William  A.,  who  left  a  wife  and  two  children  when 
he  passed  away ;  and  Lulu  Myrtle,  the  wife  of  L.  Kimes,  of  Eldon,  Iowa. 

S.  C.  Sumpter  obtained  his  education  in  the  common  schools  of  Carlisle, 
Iowa,  and  at  an  early  age  took  up  the  work  of  farming,  following  general  agri¬ 
cultural  pursuits  for  several  years.  Subsequently  he  thoroughly  mastered  the 
trade  of  brickmaking  and  worked  at  that  occupation  for  some  years,  manufactur¬ 
ing  brick  during  the  summer  months  and  selling  nursery  stock  during  the  win¬ 
ter  season.  Later  he  spent  about  two  years  in  organizing  subordinate  lodges  for 
the  Yeomen,  materially  assisting  the  organization  to  gain  its  present  high  stand¬ 
ing  in  the  state  of  Iowa.  In  1900  he  came  to  Des  Moines  and  the  following  year 
entered  the  real-estate  and  fire  insurance  business,  having  since  built  up  a  large 
clientage  in  these  connections.  He  handles  both  farm  and  city  property  and  has 
made  it  his  purpose  to  fully  acquaint  himself  with  realty  values.  His  offices  are 
in  the  Clapp  building.  He  helped  to  organize  the  Des  Moines  Real  Estate  Ex¬ 
change  and  in  1908  was  elected  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  association,  hold¬ 
ing  the  dual  position  until  the  close  of  the  year  1910,  when  he  resigned  because 
of  the  pressure  of  other  business. 
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Mr.  Sumpter  was  married  in  1895  and  has  one  son,  Clifford  D.,  whose  birth 
occurred  on  the  19th  of  December,  1896.  He  gives  his  political  allegiance  to  the 
republican  party,  while  his  religious  faith  is  indicated  by  his  membership  in  the 
Christian  church.  Fraternally  he  is  identified  with  the  Yeomen,  the  Modern 
Woodmen  of  America  and  the  Court  of  Honor.  His  enterprise  and  laudable 
ambition  have  carried  him  into  important  business  relations  and  at  all  times  the 
course  that  he  has  pursued  has  commended  him  to  the  good  will  and  confidence 
of  those  who  know  him. 


FREDERICK  W.  EWING,  M.  D. 


One  of  the  well  known  residents  of  Grimes  is  Dr.  Frederick  W.  Ewing,  who 
for  nearly  twenty  years  has  been  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  profession  in 
Polk  county.  He  was  born  in  Winterset,  Iowa,  on  the  18th  of  May,  1859,  and 
is  a  son  of  John  C.  and  Esther  M.  (Stinson)  Ewing,  natives  of  Tennessee.  The 
parents  came  to  Iowa  in  1845,  locating  at  Troy,  where  the  father,  who  was  a 
Presbyterian  minister,  was  placed  in  charge  of  the  church  of  that  denomina¬ 
tion.  During  the  period  of  his  pastorate  there,  Mr.  Ewing,  who  was  a  very 
active  and  progressive  man,  succeeded  in  establishing  the  Presbyterian  College 
which  is  one  of  the  oldest  educational  institutions  in  the  state.  The  typical 
pioneer  in  whom  the  missionary  spirit  was  strong,  he  entered  new  fields,  es¬ 
tablishing  churches  in  Bloomfield  and  Unionville.  He  served  the  spiritual 
needs  of  the  people  of  Troy  for  eight  years,  at  the  end  of  which  period  he  went 
to  Oskaloosa  for  a  short  time,  after  which  he  filled  a  charge  at  Des  Moines,  and 
went  from  there  to  Winterset,  Madison  county,  where  he  organized  a  church 
with  nine  members.  Most  efficiently  he  filled  the  position  of  pastor  there  for 
nine  years,  which  completed  his  service,  as  on  the  14th  of  December,  1868,  he 
passed  away.  His  wife  survived  him  until  the  12th  of  January,  1894,  passing 
away  after  "a  long  illness.  She  was  one  of  the  oldest  residents  of  Winterset,  a 
woman  of  noble  character  and  rare  spiritual  nature,  who  was  of  great  assistance 
to  her  husband  in  the  missionary  field. 

Frederick  W.  Ewing  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  his  native  town, 
graduating  from  the  high  school  with  the  class  of  1875.  Shortly  after  this 
event  he  accepted  a  position  as  voucher  clerk  in  the  quartermaster’s  office  at 
Fort  Leavenworth,  Kansas,  which  he  retained  for  nine  months,  and  then  en¬ 
tered  a  military  academy  at  Orchard  Lake,  Michigan,  where  he  remained  for  a 
year.  The  summer  following  he  studied  medicine  and  in  the  fall  matriculated 
at  the  medical  department  of  the  University  of  Michigan,  from  which  institution 
he  received  the  degree  of  M.  D.  in  March,  1881.  Upon  completion  of  his  med¬ 
ical  course  he  accepted  a  position  as  physician  with  a  mining  company  at  Mc¬ 
Allister,  Indian  Territory,  remaining  in  their  service  for  nine  months,  at  the 
end  of  which  period  he  went  to  Sioux  Falls,  South  Dakota.  After  practicing 
in  the  latter  place  for  three  months  he  entered  the  government  employ  as  physi¬ 
cian  in  the  Indian  service  at  Fort  Thompson,  South  Dakota,  where  he  remained 
for  three  and  a  half  years.  Following  this  he  returned  to  Winterset,  where  he 
bought  a  drug  store,,  which  he  conducted  in  connection  with  his  practice  until 
1892,  at  which  time  he  located  at  Grimes,  where  he  has  ever  since  continued  to 
reside.  Dr.  Ewing  has  built  up  a  lucrative  practice  here  and  stands  well  in 
the  professional  and  social  circles  of  the  town.  He  is  a  thoroughly  capable  and 
conscientious  physician,  progressive  in  his  ideas  and  infinitely  patient,  even  under 
the  stress  of  exacting  and  oftentimes  inconsiderate  demands  made  upon  his 
time  and  strength.  His  sole  thought  seems  to  be  to  stimulate  the  failing  courage 
of  the  weak,  alleviate  the  pain  of  the  suffering  and  carry  comfort  to  the  sorrow- 
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— those  duties  of  the  humane  physician  who  seeks  no  reward  but  the  com¬ 
forting  thought  of  having  served  a  fellowbeing. 

Dr  Ewing  married  Miss  Effie  J.  Tarbell  in  March,  1887.  Mrs.  Ewing  was 
a  daughter  of  George  and  Elizabeth  (Churchill)  Tarbell,  the  father  a  native  of 
Maine  and  the  mother  of  Massachusetts.  Mr.  Tarbell  was  a  miller  bv  trade 
but  always  followed  farming  after  locating  in  Iowa.  He  was  one  of  the  pioneer 
settlers,  first  locating  in  Madison  county,  where  he  remained  for  many  years, 
after  which  he  bought  land  in  the  vicinity  of  Spirit  Lake,  which  he  continued  to 
cultivate  until  he  passed  away  on  the  19th  of  August,  1896-  Mrs.  Tarbell  died 
on  the  4th  of  August,  1907.  Six  children  were  born  unto  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Ewing : 
Dwight  T.,  who  was  born  on  the  13th  of  June,  1888;  Warren  W.,  born  on  the 
4th  of  November,  1889  5  Irene,  born  on  the  20th  of  July,  1892 ,  Lester  M.,  born 
on  the  13th  of  May,  1895;  Clara,  born  on  the  9th  of  October,  1897;  and  Fred¬ 
erick,  whose  birth  occurred  on  the  12th  of  October,  1900.  The  wife  and  mother 
passed  away  on  the  22d  of  March,  1909,  after  an  illness  covering  a  period  of 

four  years. 

The  religious  affiliation  of  the  family  has  always  been  with  the  Presbyterian 
denomination.  His  professional  associations  Dr.  Ewing  maintains  through  mem 
bership  in  the  Polk  County  Medical  Society,  Iowa  State  Medical  Association 
and  American  Medical  Association,  while  he  is  also  identified  with  the  Sons  of 
Aesculapius,  a  fraternal  society  confined  to  members  of  the  profession.  His 
political  views  are  in  accord  with  the  principles  of  the  republican  party,  whose 
candidates  are  always  given  his  support,  although,  not  being  an  office  seeker, 
he  does  not  actively  oarticipate  in  governmental  affairs. 

Dr.  Ewing  has  been  successful  in  his  profession,  having  acquired  a  fine  farm 
of  two  hundred  acres  in  Madison  county  in  addition  to  property  in  Grimes, 
while  he  carries  twelve  thousand  dollars  worth  of  life  insurance,  the  greater 
portion  of  which  he  has  paid  up.  Both  he  and  his  family  are  well  regarded  and 
are  prominent  in  the  social  circles  of  the  community. 


EUGENE  A.  BRECHT. 

Among  the  young  men  who  have  become  identified  with  manufacturing  in¬ 
terests  in  Des  Moines  should  be  named  Eugene  A.  Brecht,  the  successor  of  a 
worthy  father  in  the  manufacture  of  brick  which  during  recent  years  has  be¬ 
come  one  of  the  highly  important  industries  of  the  country.  He  was  born  in 
Des  Moines  March  23,  1881,  a  son  of  William  L.  and  Johanna  E.  (Armbrust) 
Brecht,  both  of  whom  were  born  in  New  York.  The  father  was  by  trade  a 
carriage-maker.  He  worked  at  his  trade  in  Buffalo,  New  \ork,  prior  to  com¬ 
ing  to  Iowa  in  1880  when  he  located  at  Des  Moines  and  began  as  a  contractor 
and  builder.  After  ten  years,  during  which  he  acquired  an  excellent  reputation, 
he  became  general  manager  of  the  Des  Moines  Brick  Manufacturing  Company 
and  continued  in  this  position  for  two  years.  He  then  organized  the  Flint  Brick 
Company  of  which  he  was  president,  general  manager  and  treasurer  until  his 
death  which  occurred  April  17,  1904.  He  was  a  man  of  splendid  business 
ability  whose  integrity  and  honor  were  above  question.  The  mother  is  now  liv¬ 
ing  in  Des  Moines  and  has  arrived  at  the  age  of  fifty-eight  years. 

Eugene  A.  Brecht  was  reared  under  the  favoring  influences  of  a  kindly  home 
and  received  his  education  in  the  public  schools  and  later  attended  the  Capital 
City  Commercial  College  and  St.  Mary’s  College  at  St.  Mary’s,  Kansas.  After 
completing  the  college  course  he  became  connected  with  the  Warfield-Pratt- 
Howell  Company,  wholesale  grocers  of  Des  Moines,  continuing  with  this  firm 
for  one  year.  He  then  became  connected  with  his  father  in  the  manufacture  of 
brick  and  as  thoroughness  is  one  of  his  characteristics,  he  mastered  this  work 
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in  all  its  details.  He  was  made  yard  foreman  and  continued  in  this  position 
until  after  the  death  of  his  father  when  he  was  elected  secretary  of  the  company 
and  became  manager  of  the  plant.  Since  February,  1911,  he  has  been  general 
manager  of  the  company.  For  a  number  of  years  this  company  operated  coal 
mines  in  connection  with  its  brick  business,  but  the  mining  department  has  been 
discontinued  and  the  entire  force  is  concentrated  in  the  manufacture  and  sale 
of  a  high  quality  of  brick  for  which  there  is  a  steadily  growing  demand. 

On  September  10,  1902,  Mr.  Brecht  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Jessie 
I.  Cross,  a  daughter  of  Charles  C.  and  Iona  (Harp)  Cross,  both  of  whom  were 
born  in  Illinois.  The  father  engaged  as  an  architect  in  the  Prairie  state  and 
in  1890  took  up  his  residence  in  Des  Moines  where  he  conducted  his  business 
for  seventeen  years.  He  removed  with  his  wife  to  Los  Angeles,  California,  in 
1907  and  they  are  now  living  in  that  city.  Two  children  have  been  born  to  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Brecht,  Virginia,  now  five  years  of  age,  and  Eugene  Jr.,  now  two 
years  of  age. 

Mr.  Brecht  owns  a  beautiful  home  at  Ninth  and  Clinton  streets,  Highland 
Park,  where  he  and  his  wife  dispense  generous  hospitality.  They  are  both  iden¬ 
tified  with  the  Catholic  church  and  sincere  believers  in  its  teachings.  Politically 
he  gives  his  support  to  the  republican  party  and  socially  is  connected  with  the 
Elks,  the  Knights  of  Columbus,  and  the  Hyperion  Field  and  Motor  Clubs.  In 
his  acts  he  is  controlled  by  a  high  sense  of  duty  and  by  personal  worth  and 
integrity  has  gained  the  friendship  of  the  best  people  of  the  city. 


GEORGE  H.  FITZSIMMONS. 

Of  the  many  successful  agriculturists  in  Jefferson  township  none  has  made 
more  steady  and  substantial  progress  than  George  H.  Fitzsimmons,  who  owns 
two  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  land,  in  the  cultivation  of  which  he  is  engaged. 
He  was  born  in  Delaware  county,  Iowa,  on  the  27th  of  March,  1869,  and  is  a 
son  of  Charles  T.  and  Elizabeth  (Hotchkiss)  Fitzsimmons,  the  father  a  native 
of  Vermont  and  the  mother  of  New  York.  Charles  T.  Fitzsimmons  removed  to 
Dubuque  county,  Iowa,  in  a  very  early  day  and  rented  a  farm,  which  he  operated 
for  several  years,  and  then  bought  eighty  acres  in  Delaware  county.  He  im¬ 
proved  and  cultivated  the  latter  place  until  1880,  at  which  time  he  disposed  of 
it  and  bought  a  farm  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  in  Jefferson  township. 
Success  rewarded  his  efforts  and  he  added  to  his  holdings  at  different  times  as 
he  was  able  until  he  had  acquired  two  hundred  and  twenty  acres,  which  he 
operated  until  his  retirement  in  1903.  He  is  now  making  his  home  with  a  son 
in  Council  Bluffs,  Iowa,  having  attained  the  age  of  seventy-two  years.  His 
wife  passed  away  on  the  17th  of  February,  1908. 

George  H.  Fitzsimmons  was  reared  in  the  country,  his  education  being  ob¬ 
tained  in  the  district  schools  of  Delaware  and  Polk  counties.  After  he  had 
mastered  the  common  branches  he  laid  aside  his  text-books  and  assisted  his 
father  in  the  work  of  the  farm  until  he  was  twenty-three  years  of  age,  when  he 
rented  the  homestead  and  about  the  same  time  bought  eighty  acres  of  unim¬ 
proved  land  in  Jefferson  township.  He  improved  the  latter  during  the  two  years 
he  operated  his  father’s  place,  subsequently  locating  upon  it.  He  has  been  very 
successful  in  his  work  and  has  increased  his  tract  from  time  to  time  until  he 
now  owns  two  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  fine  farm  land.  Although  he  en¬ 
gages  in  general  farming  Mr.  Fitzsimmons  raises  about  seventy-five  hogs  per 
year  and  keeps  fifty  head  of  cattle  and  ten  horses. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Fitzsimmons  and  Miss  Dora  Elder  occurred  on  the 
26th  of  March,  1892.  Mrs.  Fitzsimmons  is  a  daughter  of  Alfred  and  Alice 
(Holmes)  Elder,  the  father  a  native  of  Davis  county,  Iowa,  and  the  mother  of 
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n.  in  Air  Elder  whose  natal  day  was  the  21st  of  July,  1840  in  early  youth 
Sent 'to  Illinois  where  he  worked  as  a  farm  hand  by  the  month  until  his  mar- 
riaee  He  subsequently  came  to  Iowa,  renting  a  farm  in  Davis  county  for  sev- 
erafvears  and  then  removed  to  Van  Buren  county,  where  he  bought  a  farm 

WrWrtf  ThS  children  have  bee.  born  ,o  Mr.  and 
MrsY Fitzsimmons:  Clarence  O.,  who  is  seventeen  years  of  age,  Leslie  G„  who  is 

SiXMr  s^ppTt  of  the  republican  candidates  but 

has  "never  been  prominently  identified  with  the  political  activities  of  his  towns  ip, 
nasnevei  uecn  __nnr; tv  cave  as  that  of  trustee.  The  family  al- 

waTittenrthe11  Congregational  church,  in  which  both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fitzsim- 
I  "M  mU^rcViin  During  the  long  period  of  his  residence  in  Jefferson 

township  Mr  *  Fitzsimmons  has  become  recognized  as  one  of  the  competent  as 
well  as  enterprising  and  progressive,  agriculturists  of  the  community,  who  well 
merits  the  lucrative  returns  awarded  his  endea\ors. 


FRANK  JAMES  CAMP. 


The  life  record  of  Frank  James  Camp,  secretary  and  general  manager  of  the 
■Rrown-Camp  Hardware  Company  of  Des  Moines,  is  a  splendid  instance  of  the 
STS  ayoung  man  without  ?he  aid  of  family  or  business  influence  but  entirely 
by  his  own  industry  and  fidelity  to  the  interests  commended  to  Ins  care.  \  lgoi- 
ous  health  a  temperament  equal  to  the  occasion  and  a  determination  to  rise 
superior  to  obstacles,  all  these  are  elements  in  his  steady  advancement  which  has 
brought  him  at  length  to  the  creditable  and  enviable  position  which  he  now  occ 
pies  as  a  representative  of  the  commercial  interests  of  Des  Moines 
P  He  was  born  near  What  Cheer,  Keokuk  county,  Iowa,  September  13,  iS/O, 
his  parents  being  James  Montgomery  and  Mary  (McClenahan)  CamR  who  were 
pioneer  residents  of  Iowa.  The  father  was  engaged  in  business  in  Des  Momes 

from  the  vear  1871  until  the  time  of  his  death  m  May,  1909.  &  a  a 

Only  the  educational  advantages  offered  by  the  public  schools  were  affor  e 
Frank  Tames  Camp,  who  pursued  a  course  in  the  East  Des  Moines  schools  to  s 
graduaiion  with  the  class  of  1889.  Throughout  his  connection  with  business 
affairs  he  has  been  identified  with  the  hardware  trade.  : He  I first  < entered  the 
services  of  the  J.  D.  Seeberger  Hardware  Company  as  office  boy,  but  advance¬ 
ment  came  to  him  in  recognition  of  his  loyalty  and  industry  and  he  rose  to  head 
clerk  of  the  retail  department.  A  later  promotion  made  him  buyer  of  the  build¬ 
ers’  hardware  department,  and  at  the  death  of  J.  D.  Seeberger,  with  w  om  e 
had  been  so  long  associated,  he  became  one  of  the  original  incorporators  of  the 
Brown-Hurley  Hardware  Company,  of  which  lie  was  made  assistant  secretary. 
At  the  demise  of  Mr.  Hurley  in  1909.  Mr.  Camp  was  elected  secretary  an  gen¬ 
eral  manager,  in  which  connection  he  has  complete  administrative  control  of  the 
most  extensive  wholesale  hardware  house  in  this  city,  located  at  Nos.  101  to  10/ 

^HisTseTs  due  to  the  fact  that  he  thoroughly  acquainted  himself  with  every 
department  of  the  trade  and  was  not  afraid  to  do  more  work  than  the  positi 1  - 
which  he  was  filling  seemed  to  demand.  He  thus  proved  his  wilhngness  and  his 
worth  to  his  employers  and  advancement  followed,  making  him  at  length  o 
of  the  executive  officers  of  a  most  extensive  commercial  establishment. 

On  the  8th  of  March.  1898,  in  Socorro,  New  Mexico  Mr-  was  V”1*.® 

in  marriage  to  Miss  Louise  Edith  Meek,  a  daughter  of  Joseph  Meek  a  pioneer 
citizen  of  Iowa,  who  was  formerly  in  the  lumber  business  at  Indianola  and 
a  resident  of  Santa  Rosa,  New  Mexico.  He  was  also  prominent  in  public  affairs 
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in  Indianola  and  was  formerly  sheriff  of  Warren  county.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Camp 
have  three  children,  a  son  and  two  daughters,  James,  Katheryn  and  Virginia. 
The  family  occupy  a  fine  residence  at  No.  1825  Oakland  Avenue. 

Mr.  Camp  belongs  to  Capital  Lodge,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  to  the  Ancient 
Order  of  United  Workmen,  to  Grant  Club  and  the  Hyperion  Club.  While  the 
years  have  chronicled  Mr.  Camp’s  success,  they  have  also  been  witnesses  of  the 
fact  that  he  has  maintained  an  even  balance  in  all  things.  He  has  never  allowed 
commercial  interests  to  dwarf  the  finer  sensibilities  of  his  nature  or  to  prohibit 
participation  in  the  activities  of  life  which  should  concern  every  individual.  He 
is  at  all  times  approachable  and  genial  and  for  real  worth  of  character  is  held 
high  in  the  estimation  of  his  fellowmen. 


ENOS  P.  MARMON. 

The  press  has  long  been  regarded  as  both  the  mirror  and  the  molder  of  public 
opinion  and  undoubtedly  there  is  no  one  agency  that  has  more  direct  bearing 
upon  the  upbuilding  and  welfare  of  a  community  than  an  enterprising  journal 
which  advocates  public  progress  so  strongly  and  so  wisely  as  to  win  a  large 
following  for  the  cause  it  supports.  In  connection  with  newspaper  publication 
in  Mitchellville,  Enos  P.  Marmon  is  widely  known,  being  owner  of  the  Index, 
one  of  the  attractive  weekly  journals  of  Polk  county.  He  has  not  always  been 
engaged  in  the  newspaper  business,  for  in  early  life  other  interests  claimed  his 
attention.  He  was  born  November  6,  1853,  in  Zanesfield,  Logan  county,  Ohio, 
a  son  of  Asa  Marmon,  who  was  also  a  native  of  Logan  county,  born  in  1830. 
His  parents  were  of  Quaker  faith  and  French  descent.  They  lived  for  some 
time  in  North  Carolina  and  thence  removed  to  Ohio,  becoming  early  settlers  of 
Marmon  valley,  which  was  so  named  in  their  honor.  The  grandfather  of  Mr. 
Marmon  of  this  review  was  a  farmer  and  aided  in  transforming  a  tract  of  wild 
land  in  that  district  into  richly  cultivated  fields.  His  son,  Asa  Marmon,  was 
reared  to  farm  work,  assisting  in  the  fields  throughout  the  period  of  his  boy¬ 
hood  and  youth,  but  when  a  young  man  turned  his  attention  to  commercial  pur¬ 
suits,  becoming  connected  with  a  mercantile  enterprise  in  Zanesfield,  where  he 
carried  on  business  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1863.  His  capable  manage¬ 
ment  was  shown  in  the  prosperity  which  attended  his  efforts.  He  wedded  Miss 
Mary  Ann  Marmon,  who,  though  of  the  same  name,  was  not  of  the  same  family. 
She  was  a  native  of  Michigan  and  long  surviving  her  husband,  passed  away  in 
1905.  Following  the  demise  of  Mr.  Marmon,  she  married  again,  becoming  the 
wife  of  John  Everingham.  By  her  first  marriage  she  had  four  children :  Lean- 
der,  now  a  resident  of  Ohio;  Enos  P. ;  Henry  C.,  living  in  Iowa;  and  Laura, 
who  died  in  1899. 

Enos  P.  Marmon  pursued  his  education  in  the  common  schools  of  Zanesfield 
to  the  age  of  fourteen  years,  when  he  put  aside  his  text-books  in  order  to  enter 
upon  an  apprenticeship  in  a  woolen  factory.  That  he  was  diligent  and  reliable 
is  indicated  in  the  fact  that  he  remained  with  the  house  for  five  years.  He  then 
went  to  Richwood,  Ohio,  where  he  continued  for  four  years  in  the  same  line 
of  business  and  later  removed  to  Madison,  Indiana,  where  he  was  also  employed 
in  a  woolen  mill  for  a  time.  While  there  he  began  learning  the  printing  busi¬ 
ness  in  the  office  of  the  Madison  Daily  Courier,  with  which  he  was  connected 
for  about  two  years,  when  he  returned  to  the  factory  in  which  he  had  become 
acquainted  with  the  woolen  trade.  He  was  also  employed  in  a  woolen  factory 
in  Carthage,  Missouri,  for  about  a  year,  at  the  end  of  which  time  he  embarked 
in  the  printing  business  in  which  he  continued  for  a  similar  period.  Removing 
to  Bellefontaine,  Ohio,  he  secured  a  position  as  foreman  in  the  Index  office, 
where  he  remained  for  a  vear  and  on  the  18th  of  August,  1882,  he  came  to 
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Mitchellville  and  established  the  Index  in  company  with  his  brother,  II.  C. 
Marmon.  When  another  twelvemonth  had  passed  Enos  P.  Marmon  purchased 
the  paper  which  he  has  since  issued.  It  is  a  weekly  journal,  republican  in  poli¬ 
tics  and  is  regarded  as  an  excellent  news  as  well  as  advertising  medium.  It  is 
printed  in  attractive  manner  and  has  enjoyed  a  continually  growing  circulation 
which  makes  it  now  a  profitable  investment. 

In  1875  Mr.  Marmon  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Margaret  Worth,  a 
native  of  Zanesfield,  Ohio,  and  a  daughter  of  James  Worth,  who  was  born  in 
New  lersey.  In  their  family  were  three  children,  of  whom  Edward  P.  died  in 
1883,  when  six  years  of  age".  The  second  son,  James  Asa,  born  in  1882,  was  a 
graduate  of  Simpson  College  and  of  the  State  University  of  Iowa  and  for  a  time 
was  assistant  professor  of  English  in  the  Iowa  University.  Subsequently  he 
was  appointed  clerk  to  the  United  States  paymaster  in  the  Philippine  Islands, 
where  he  is  now  stationed.  Charles  W.,  born  in  1885,  is  now  deputy  postmaster 
at  Mitchellville  and  is  assisting  his  father  in  the  printing  business. 

Mr.  Marmon  has  always  been  a  stanch  republican  in  his  political  views  and 
takes  an  active  part  in  upholding  republican  principles  and  in  furthering  the 
interests  of  the  local  organization.  Fraternally  he  is  connected  with  Mitchell¬ 
ville  Lodge,  No.  313,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  with  Mitchellville  Chapter,  No.  363,  I.  O. 
O.  F.  and  with  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America,  while  his  religious  faith  is 
indicated  in  his  membership  in  the  Methodist  church.  Almost  thirty  years’  resi¬ 
dence  in  Polk  county  has  made  him  widely  known  and  he  is  justly  accounted  one 
of  the  valued  citizens  of  the  community,  for  his  labors  directly  and  indirectly, 
have  constituted  an  effective  force  for  public  progress  and  improvement. 


C.  A.  SNOW. 

C.  A.  Snow,  one  of  the  enterprising  and  capable  business  men  of  Polk  City, 
is  a  native  of  Indiana,  his  birth  occurring  in  Marion  county  on  the  22d  of  Feb¬ 
ruary,  1864.  His  parents,  John  and  Rebecca  J.  (Sellsgrove)  Snow,  died  before 
he  had  passed  his  second  year  and  he  was  brought  to  Iowa  and  reared  by  P.  P. 
Bristow. 

Mr.  Snow  acquired  his  education  in  the  district  schools,  remaining  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  Mr.  Bristow’s  household  until  he  had  reached  the  age  of  seventeen  years, 
at  which  time  he  started  out  in  life  for  himself.  He  engaged  in  agricultural 
pursuits,  the  vocation  to  which  he  was  adapted  by  training  until  February,  1909,. 
at  which  time  he  entered  the  hardware  and  implement  business,  with  which 
he  is  still  identified.  Mr.  Snow  was  quite  successful  and  in  addition  to  his 
business  in  Polk  City  owns  one  hundred  and  sixty-five  acres  of  farm  land  in 
Madison  township,  this  county. 

In  January,  1884,  Mr.  Snow  married  Miss  Kate  Blanch  Van  Dorn,  a  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Isaac  and  Elizabeth  Van  Dorn,  natives  of  Indiana.  Her  parents  came  to 
Iowa  in  the  pioneer  days,  settling  in  Polk  county,  where  they  continued  to  re¬ 
side  for  the  remainder  of  their  lives.  Mrs.  Snow,  who  was  the  third  in  a 
family  of  six  children,  was  born  on  the  6th  of  July,  1862,  and  passed  away  on 
the  1st  of  February,  1899,  and  was  buried  in  the  Polk  City  cemetery.  Five  chil¬ 
dren  were  born  of  this  union:  Howell,  the  eldest,  lives  in  Kendall,  Montana. 
Almeda,  who  has  been  married  twice,  her  second  husband  being  LeRoy  Elliott, 
is  a  resident  of  this  county.  Florence  became  the  wife  of  Silas  Stubbs  of  this 
county  and  is  now  living  in  Boone  county,  this  state,  and  they  have  three  chil¬ 
dren.  Katie  is  the  wife  of  Roscoe  Channon  of  this  county  and  has  two  children. 
I.  E.  is  single  and  lives  in  this  county.  On  the  1st  of  October,  1902,  Mr.  Snow 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Clara  Becker,  a  daughter  of  Christian  A.  and 
Elizabeth  (Heisel)  Becker,  natives  of  Prussia  and  Illinois  respectively.  They 
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came  to  Iowa  about  1897  and  located  in  this  county,  where  they  continue  to 
reside.  Mrs.  Snow  was  born  on  the  6th  of  September,  1877,  and  is  the  fourth 
in  a  family  of  five  children.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Snow  have  one  child,  Goldie  M. 

They  attend  the  Congregational  church  of  Polk  City, .  and  fraternally  Mr. 
Snow  is  identified  by  membership  with  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows, 
the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America  and  the  Benevolent  Protective  Order  of  Elks, 
and  has  held  the  most  of  the  offices  of  the  two  former  organizations.  Ever 
since  attaining  his  majority  he  has  given  his  political  allegiance  to  the  democratic 
party.  He  always  takes  an  active  interest  in  public  affairs  and  was  for  eighteen 
years  secretary  of  the  board  of  school  directors  and  has  also  been  assessor  of  his 
township.  He  is  one  of  the  public-spirited  citizens  of  Polk  City,  always -striving 
to  forward  every  movement  the  adoption  of  which  will  be  of  benefit  to  the 
community  or  improve  local  conditions. 


FRANK  H.  KITCHEN. 

The  rapid  advance  of  Frank  H.  Kitchen  in  the  pharmaceutical  business  at 
Des  Moines  is  an  evidence  of  the  possibilities  awaiting  ambitious  young  men 
in  this  land  of  opportunity.  Although  only  twenty-six  years  of  age  he  is  the 
owner  of  a  flourishing  drug  store  and  has  gained  acknowledged  standing  among 
the  practical  business  men  of  the  city.  He  is  a  native  of  Vandalia,  Jasper  county, 
Iowa,  born  October  6,  1885,  and  is  a  son  of  Dr.  Carl  and  Mary  A.  (Elliott) 
Kitchen,  both  of  whom  were  born  in  Indiana  and  were  brought  to.  Iowa  in 
their  childhood.  The  father  studied  medicine  under  Dr.  H.  C.  Potter,  a  well 
known  practitioner  of  Des  Moines,  and  was  graduated  from  the  Keokuk  Medical 
College  in  1878.  He  practiced  for  six  years  at  Vandalia  and  then  removed  to 
Runnells,  where  he  continued  until  1906,  then  retiring  at  Des  Moines.  He  was 
a  man  of  marked  ability  and  was  highly  successful  as  a  physician.  He  died 
April  23,  1908,  but  the  mother  is  still  living  and  has  arrived  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
three  years. 

Frank  H.  Kitchen  was  reared  in  a  happy  family  and  under  favorable  condi¬ 
tions  for  a  useful  life.  He  attended  the  public  schools  at  Runnells  and  later 
entered  the  Highland  Park  College,  where  he  pursued  the  regular  course  in 
pharmacy,  graduating  in  1907.  After  leaving  college  he  associated  with  H.  D. 
West  and  they  entered  the  drug  business  at  East  Fifth  and  Locust  streets, 
in  which  they  continued  together  for  six  months,  when  Mr.  Kitchen  purchased 
the  interest  of  his  partner  and  conducted  the  business  alone.  On  March  1,  1910, 
he  sold  out  and  for  several  months  enjoyed  a  vacation,  in  the  meantime  consid¬ 
ering  his  next  step.  Having  decided  to  reenter  the  business,  he  opened  a  drug 
store  for  prescriptions  only  at  334  East  Fifth  street,  of  which  he  has  been  in 
charge  since  October,  1910.  He  manufactures  Kitchen’s  cough  and  cold  remedy, 
Kitchen’s  rheumatism  cure  and  various  other  preparations  which  are  finding  a 
ready  sale  in  the  market.  He  keeps  a  complete  assortment  of  drugs  and  medi¬ 
cines  of  the  purest  and  best  quality  and  by  the  application  of  conscientious 
business  principles,  integrity  and  fair  dealing  is  gaining  an  enviable  reputation 
and  has  attracted  a  lucrative  and  growing  patronage. 

On  the  14th  of  June,  1906,  Mr.  Kitchen  was  happily  married  at  Monroe, 
Iowa,  to  Miss  Laura  Ogburn,  a  daughter  of  L.  D.  and  Elizabeth  Ogburn,  natives 
of  Ohio.  The  family  located  in  Jasper  county,  where  the  father  engaged  in 
farming.  In  1901  he  retired  and  is  now  living  with  his  wife  at  Monroe,  Iowa. 
Religiously  Mr.  Kitchen  is  identified  with  the  Christian  church,  his  wife  being  a 
member  of  the  Baptist  church.  He  takes  great  interest  in  the  Masonic  order 
and  holds  membership  in  the  blue  lodge,  chapter  and  consistory,  also  being  con¬ 
nected  with  the  Yeomen  of  America  and  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America. 
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His  study  of  political  questions  has  led  him  to  accept  the  platforms  of  the  re¬ 
publican  party  as  his  standard  in  voting.  He  is  held  in  high  esteem  in  com¬ 
mercial  as  well  as  social  circles  and  on  account  of  his  known  integrity  and 
reliability  is  steadily  forging  ahead  as  a  prominent  factor  in  the  business  circles 
of  the  city. 


JAMES  McKEON. 

The  name  of  James  McKeon  must  needs  occupy  a  prominent  position  in 
the  list  of  self-made  men  in  Polk  county,  for  it  is  to  his  own  unaided  efforts, 
integrity  and  perseverance  he  is  today  indebted  for  the  competence  he  enjoys, 
and  which  those  who  have  known  him  during  all  his  active  career  feel  he  has 
justly  earned.  He  was  born  in  Polk  county  on  the  17th  of  April,  1857,  a  son 
of  Patrick  and  Catherine  (Fay)  McKeon,  natives  of  Ireland,  who  emigrated  to 
the  United  States  in  1855  and  made  their  way  westward  to  Iowa.  They  located 
on  ten  acres  of  land  which  they  rented  in  Des  Moines  and  after  cultivating  this 
for  two  years  they  had  accumulated  sufficient  capital  to  enable  them  to  buy 
thirty  acres  on  Beaver  avenue.  They  paid  twelve  dollars  per  acre  for  this  land 
and  after  cultivating  it  for  ten  years  sold  it  for  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  per 
acre,  and  today  it  could  not  be  obtained  at  one  thousand  dollars  per  acre.  After 
selling  they  invested  in  ninety-eight  acres  located  a  quarter  of  a  mile  north  of 
their  former  place,  paying  twenty-five  dollars  per  acre  for  forty-eight  acres  and 
forty  dollars  per  acre  for  the  remainder.  Mr.  McKeon  cleared  and  cultivated 
this  land  until  the  time  of  his  death  on  the  nth  of  February,  1889.  Mrs.  Mc¬ 
Keon  still  survives  and  makes  her  home  at  1212  Woodlawn  avenue.  ' 

It  was  in  the  district  schools  of  Polk  county  that  James  McKeon  acquired 
his  preliminary  education  and  after  completing  the  course  he  attended  the  Iowa 
Business  College  in  Des  Moines  for  one  term.  When  he  laid  aside  his  school 
books  he  began  working  for  his  father,  continuing  to  live  at  home,  and  re¬ 
mained  in  his  employ  until  he  was  twenty-six  years  old,  during  which  period  he 
accumulated  five  hundred  dollars.  In  1873  he  rented  one  hundred  acres  of  land 
and  began  farming  and  for  six  years  he  cultivated  leased  land,  but  at  the  ex¬ 
piration  of  that  time  he  bought  eighty  acres  in  Walnut  township.  He  cleared 
and  improved  this  property,  adding  to  his  tract  from  time  to  time  as  he  was  able 
until  he  now  .owns  two  hundred  acres  of  land  in  that  township,  all  of  which  he 
improved  and  cultivated.  In  addition  to  his  farm  he  owns  thirteen  lots  and  five 
houses  in  Clive,  where  he  now  resides. 

Mr.  McKeon  withdrew  from  active  agricultural  pursuits  in  1890  and  removed 
to  Des  Moines,  but  after  one  year’s  residence  in  the  capital  city  he  came  to 
Clive  and  bought  out  a  mercantile  business  which  he  conducted  for  eight  years. 
In  1909  he  disposed  of  his  store  to  Mr.  Lovell,  the  present  owner,  since  which 
time  he  has  been  living  retired,  devoting  his  entire  attention  to  the  administra¬ 
tion  of  his  own  and  his  mother's  property. 

On  the  25th  of  January,  1885,  the  marriage  of  Mr.  McKeon  and  Miss  Ella 
Brady  was  solemnized.  Mrs.  McKeon  is  a  daughter  of  Michael  and  Jane  Brady, 
the  father  a  native  of  the  Emerald  isle  and  the  mother  of  Michigan.  Mr. 
Brady  came  to  Iowa  in  pioneer  days,  and  when  the  call  came  for  troops  in  the 
’6os  he  showed  his  allegiance  to  his  adopted  country  by  going  to  the  front  in  a 
company  of  volunteers  from  the  Hawkeye  state.  For  three  years  he  served 
in  the  Union  cause  and  then  returned  to  Iowa  and  located  on  a  farm,  which  he 
cultivated  until  the  time  of  his  retirement.  He  is  now  living  in  Clive  at  the  age 
of  eighty-two  years,  but  Mrs.  Brady  passed  away  in  1876.  Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
McKeon  has  been  born  one  son,  James  Francis,  who  is  twenty-six  years  of  age 
and  is  weighmaster  at  the  Gibson  coal  mine. 
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The  parents  are  communicants  of  the  Roman  Catholic  church  and  Mr.  Mc- 
Keon  is  a  member  of  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America.  His  political  affilia¬ 
tion  has  always  been  with  the  democratic  party.  He  has  been  quite  an  active 
participant  in  municipal  politics  and  has  for  the  past  twelve  years  served  as 
postmaster,  and  two  years  ago  was  elected  to  the  office  of  trustee  in  Walnut 
township.  Mr.  McKeon  has  proven  himself  to  be  a  man  of  more  than  average 
executive  ability,  his  foresight  and  keen  powers  of  discernment  having  brought 
him  through  business  transactions  most  successfully  where  his  acquaintance  all 
prohpesied  disaster.  He  stands  well  in  the  community  where  he  has  resided  for 
many  years  and  is  accounted  one  of  the  substantial  men  of  the  county,  while  at 
the  same  time  his  record  contains  no  suggestion  of  injustice  or  wrong- toward 
any  with  whom  he  has  dealt. 


HARRY  L.  HEWITT. 

In  the  passing  of  Harry  L.  Hewitt  Des  Moines  lost  one  of  the  more  repre¬ 
sentative  among  her  leading  young  merchants  and  business  men.  It  is  true  that 
he  had  the  advantage  of  entering  upon  a  business  already  established,  but  not 
one  in  hundreds  would  have  turned  his  advantages  to  such  excellent  account  and 
from  the  outset  of  his  career  he  made  it  his  purpose  to  thoroughly  master  every 
duty  and  every  detail  of  the  business  and  thus  qualify  for  larger  responsibilities 
and  greater  interests.  He  was  born  in  Des  Moines,  March  12,  1872,  a  son  of 
Charles  Hewitt,  president  of  the  Charles  Hewitt  Sons  Company,  a  leading  whole¬ 
sale  grocery  firm  of  Des  Moines.  In  the  city  schools  Harry  L.  Hewitt  pur¬ 
sued  his  education  until  graduated  from  the  West  High  School  with  the  class 
of  1891.  He  then  entered  Iowa ‘College  at  Grinnell,  where  he  studied  for  two 
years,  when  he  put  aside  his  text-books  and  left  that  institution,  feeling  that  his 
services  were  needed  in  the  business  of  which  his  father  was  the  head.  He  en¬ 
tered  the  office  of  the  wholesale  grocery  firm  and  devoted  two  years  to  thoroughly 
familiarizing  himself  with  the  business  in  principle  and  detail.  He  gained  still 
other  knowledge  of  questions  bearing  upon  the  trade  by  representing  the  house 
upon  the  road  for  three  or  four  years  and  thus  qualified  for  administrative 
direction  to  which  he  was  called  when,  in  1905,  the  Charles  Hewitt  Sons  Com¬ 
pany  was  incorporated.  On  that  date  he  was  elected  vice  president  and  treas¬ 
urer  and  became  practically  the  manager  of  the  business.  He  closely  studied 
methods  for  the  extension  of  the  trade  and  made  the  house  a  standard  of  service 
in  every  line.  Promptness  in  the  execution  of  orders,  courtesy  to  all  patrons  and 
above  all  straightforward  dealing  were  made  characteristic  forces  of  the  business 
which,  growing  in  volume  and  importance,  has  become  one  of  the  leading  whole¬ 
sale  interests  of  Des  Moines.  Mr.  Hewitt  applied  himself  closely  to  the  work 
and  was  largely  instrumental  in  having  erected  the  new  business  block  occupied 
by  the  company. 

In  October,  1903,  Mr.  Hewitt  was  married  to  Miss  Winifred  Leonard,  of 
Des  Moines,  a  daughter  of  Charles  Leonard,  now  living  in  Canada.  They  be¬ 
came  the  parents  of  two  children,  Mary  and  Florence,  who  are  with  their  mother 
in  this  city. 

The  news  of  Mr.  Hewitt’s  death  came  as  a  shock  to  the  community  for  it 
seemed  that  many  years  of  usefulness  should  have  been  spared  to  him.  Socially 
he  was  very  prominent  and  was  regarded  as  a  popular  member  of  the  Golf  and 
Country  Club,  the  Grant  Club  and  the  Commercial  Club.  He  also  held  mem¬ 
bership  with  the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks,  the  Iowa  State  Trav¬ 
eling  Men’s  Association  and  the  United  Commercial  Travelers.  He  was  at  all 
times  genial  and  courteous,  kindly  and  approachable,  and  while  he  had  the  exe¬ 
cutive  ability  so  necessary  to  the  conduct  of  a  successful  business  and  put  forth 
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earnest  effort  for  the  growth  of  the  house,  he  did  not  concentrate  his  energies 
upon  commercial  affairs  to  the  exclusion  of  all  other  interests,  but  displayed 
a  well  rounded  character  manifest  in  a  broad-minded  interest  in  public  affairs 
and  in  progressive  citizenship. 


FRED  M.  HILKER. 

Although  Fred  M.  Hilker  began  as  a  teacher  less  than  a  year  ago,  he  has 
demonstrated  his  ability  and  as  principal  of  the  Runnells  schools  has  gained 
an  enviable  reputation  as  an  educator.  He  is  a  native  of  this  county,  having 
been  born  on  a  farm  near  Mitchellville,  May  4,  1873,  his  parents  being  Will¬ 
iam  and  Mary  Hilker.  The  father  was  born  in  Germany  and  the  mother  in 
Indiana.  He  came  to  America  and  established  himself  at  Cambridge,  Illinois, 
in  1857,  where  he  continued  until  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  war.  Like  thou¬ 
sands  of  liberty  loving  German  American  citizens,  he  offered  his  services  to  the 
cause  of  the  Union  and  became  a  member  of  Company  K,  One  Hundred  and 
Twelfth  Illinois  Infantry,  serving  nearly  three  years.  After  receiving  his  hon¬ 
orable  discharge  he  returned  to  Cambridge  and  was  married,  continuing  there 
for  several  years.  In  1870  he  arrived  with  his  family  in  Polk  county  and  bought 
a  farm,  which  he  cultivated  for  two  years.  He  then  sold  his  place  and  pur¬ 
chased  a  farm  near  Mitchellville,  which  became  his  permanent  home.  He  and 
his  wife  are  now  living  upon  this  place  in  the  enjoyment  of  the  results  of  many 
years  of  labor. 

Fred  M.  Hilker  attended  the  district  and  public  schools  of  Mitchellville,  sub¬ 
sequently  becoming  a  student  of  Highland  Park  College  at  Des  Moines,  from 
which  he  was  graduated  in  1910.  Upon  leaving  college  he  accepted  the  posi¬ 
tion  of  principal  of  the  Runnells  schools,  a  responsibility  which  he  still  fills. 
He  owns  one-third  interest  in  a  well  improved  farm  of  ninety  acres  in  Frank¬ 
lin  township. 

Politically  Mr.  Hilker  gives  his  support  to  the  republican  party.  His  study 
of  social  and  industrial  conditions  has  convinced  him  that  the  platforms  of  this 
part)-  enunciate  principles  which  may  safely  be  relied  upon  for  the  preservation 
of  popular  government  and  he  gives  his  hearty  support  to  its  candidates.  Al¬ 
though  not  a  seeker  for  political  office,  he  served  as  clerk  of  Franklin  town¬ 
ship  four  years.  He  is  a  sincere  believer  in  the  authority  of  the  Bible  and  of  the 
fundamental  truths  of  Christianity  and  is  a  valued  member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  church.  Ever  since  his  boyhood  he  has  been  a  reader  and  a  thinker 
and  he  is  the  happy  possessor  of  a  mind  well  stored  with  history,  science, 
philosophy  and  general  knowledge  and  in  the  theory  and  practice  of  education 
he  is  well  grounded.  He  has  many  friends  who  express  implicit  confidence  in 
his  continued  success. 


CHESTER  L.  GIFFORD. 

One  of  the  capable  business  men  of  Farrar  is  Chester  L.  Gifford,  who  for 
several  years  has  been  conducting  a  general  merchandise  store  there.  He  was 
born  in  Washington  township,  Polk  county,  on  the  5th  of  August,  1884,  and  is 
a  son  of  George  and  Susan  (Snyder)  Gifford,  natives  of  Pennsylvania.  From 
his  native  state  the  father  came  to  Iowa  when  a  youth  of  eighteen  years,  locat¬ 
ing  in  Polk  county  in  1870.  For  the  first  few  years  of  his  residence  here  he 
worked  as  a  farm  hand,  during  which  period  he  acquired  sufficient  capital  to 
enable  him  to  purchase  eighty  acres  of  land  in  Washington  township.  Meet- 
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in g  with  success  in  agricultural  pursuits  he  has  since  added  to  his  holdings  until 
he  now  owns  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land,  all  of  which  is  well  improved 
and  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation.  His  wife  passed  away  in  November, 
1890,  but  he  still  survives  and  continues  to  make  his  home  on  the  farm  where 
he  has  spent  so  many  years. 

The  early  life  of  Chester  L.  Gifford  was  spent  on  the  homestead  where  he 
was  born,  his  education  being  obtained  in  the  district  schools  of  the  locality. 
At  the  age  of  eighteen  years  he  left  the  parental  roof  and  for  two  years  follow¬ 
ing  he  worked  by  the  month  as  a  farm  hand.  Having  acquired  the  necessary 
capital,  at  the  expiration  of  that  period  he  rented  some  land  which  he  cultivated 
for  a  year.  He  then  withdrew  from  agricultural  pursuits  and  coming  to  Farrar 
opened  a  general  store,  which  he  conducted  for  a  year.  Disposing  of  this  he 
began  buying  and  selling  horses  and  continued  to  follow  that  occupation  for 
about  twelve  months,  at  the  end  of  which  time  he  bought  back  his  former  busi¬ 
ness.  He  has  ever  since  been  identified  with  this,  and  as  he  carries  a  very  full 
and  well  assorted  stock  of  general  merchandise  is  enjoying  a  constantly  increas¬ 
ing  patronage,  his  being  the  only  business  of  the  kind  in  the  town. 

On  the  4th  of  June,  1909,  Mr.  Gifford  married  Miss  Edna  G.  Graham,  a 
daughter  of  John  and  Pearl  (Woods)  Graham,  the  father  a  native  of  Iowa  and 
the  mother  of  Ohio.  The  father  was  for  many  years  engaged  in  the  operation 
of  a  farm  in  Jasper  county,  Iowa,  but  in  1893  he  came  to  Polk  county,  buying 
one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land  in  Washington  township.  He  has  since 
extended  the  boundaries  of  his  farm  by  the  addition  of  another  forty  acres,  mak¬ 
ing  the  aggregate  of  his  holdings  one  hundred  and  sixty.  Both  he  and  his  wife 
continue  to  reside  upon  the  farm,  which  is  well  improved  and  one  of  the  val¬ 
uable  properties  of  the  township. 

His  political  privileges  Mr.  Gifford  exercises  in  support  of  the  candidates 
of  the  republican  party,  and  although  he  has  several  times  been  elected  to  some 
of  the  minor  township  offices  he  has  never  qualified.  He  is  now  acting  as  post¬ 
master  in  Farrar,  however,  having  the  office  in  his  store.  Fraternally  he  is 
identified  with  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and  both  he  and  his  wife 
affiliate  with  the  Methodist  Protestant  church.  Mr.  Gifford  is  meeting  with 
success  in  his  enterprises  and  in  addition  to  his  store  owns  a  forty  acre  tract  of 
farm  land  in  the  vicinity  of  Farrar. 


MRS.  MATTIE  DICKS. 

Airs.  Mattie  Dicks  was  long  numbered  among  the  highly  esteemed  residents 
of  Saylor  township.  In  a  large  comfortable  brick  house,  surrounded  by  a 
beautiful  lawn  and  heavily  shaded  by  the  overhanging  boughs  of  the  immense 
maple  trees,  she  lived  until  called  to  her  final  rest.  She  was  a  native  of  Cali¬ 
fornia,  having  been  born  in  Los  Angeles  on  the  6th  of  October,  1837,  and  of 
French  extraction.  Her  parents,  Henry  and  Martha  De  Mark,  emigrated  to 
the  United  States  in  their  youth  and  located  in  southern  California,  which  in 
climate  and  vegetation  so  closely  resembled  the  southern  portion  of  their  na¬ 
tive  land.  The  father  was  engaged  in  military  service  and  the  parents  both  died 
when  their  daughter  was  yet  a  child,  she  being  the  third  in  a  family  of  four 
children.  In  1855,  while  living  in  San  Francisco,  she  met  and  married  Edwin 
F.  Dicks,  who  was  born  in  Le  Roy,  New  York. 

Immediately  after  their  marriage  the  young  couple  came  east  to  Iowa  and 
located  in  Polk  county,  which  thereafter  continued  to  be  their  home.  Mr.  Dicks 
was  a  cabinet-maker  by  trade,  but  upon  his  arrival  here  he  purchased  one  hun¬ 
dred  and  twenty-five  acres  of  land,  upon  which  they  settled.  It  was  unbroken 
and  unimproved  prairie  at  the  time  of  his  purchase,  but  he  immediately  erected 
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a  seven  room,  story  and  a  half  house,  which  at  that  period  in  the  state’s  devel¬ 
opment  was  almost  regarded  as  a  mansion,  and  began  cultivating  the  land.  He 
was  a  man  who  ever  worked  with  a  positive  purpose  toward  definite  ends,  and 
his  undertakings  therefore  were  always  well  planned  and  as  carefully  executed 
and  as  a  result  he  met  with  more  than  moderate  success  in  his  pursuits.  He 
added  to  his  original  tract  at  different  times  until  he  had  acquired  three  hundred 
acres  of  land  at  the  time  of  his  demise,  all  of  which  showed  the  supervision 
of  a  progressive  and  competent  administrator.  During  the  very  early  years  of 
his  residence  here  he  planted  seventeen  hundred  trees  on  his  place,  mostly  maple 
and  box  elder,  which  because  of  their  care  have  grown  to  be  mammoth  trees  for 
this  locality  and  form  a  veritable  forest  about  the  house.  In  1878  he  also 
erected  a  brick  house,  which  was  built  in  accordance  with  the  prevailing  architec¬ 
tural  style  of  that  period  and  which  now  lends  an  air  of  dignity  and  distinc¬ 
tion  to  the  entire  place. 

In  addition  to  general  farming  Mr.  Dicks  gave  much  attention  to  the  rais¬ 
ing  and  breeding  of  stock.  He  owned  the  first  Jersey  cattle  in  Polk  county  and 
always  made  a  specialty  of  the  buying  and  selling  of  stock,  in  which  connec¬ 
tion  he  was  most  successful. 

But  one  child  ever  came  to  brighten  the  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dicks,  and 
this  little  daughter,  Elnora  Josephine,  passed  away  at  the  age  of  two  years. 
Mr.  Dicks  died  in  January,  1903,  having  passed  the  sixty-fifth  milestone  on 
life’s  journey.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity  and  his  funeral 
services  were  in  accordance  with  the  beautiful  rites  of  that  order.  He  was 
always  identified  with  the  democratic  party  and  actively  participated  in  county 
and  local  politics.  He  did  not  aspire  to  public  office,  however,  his  only  service 
in  this  capacity  being  confined  to  his  long  association  with  the  local  board  of 
school  directors.  He  was  a  man  of  high  ideals,  sound  principles  and  pleasing 
personality  and  during  the  long  years  of  his  residence  here  won  and  held  the 
esteem  and  high  regard  of  the  people  in  his  community.  The  old  homestead, 
which  contained  two  hundred  acres  on  section  24,  Saylor  township,  and  was  one 
of  the  valuable  properties  of  the  county,  continued  to  be  Mrs.  Dicks’  place  of 
residence  until  she  was  called  to  her  final  rest.  In  the  community  she  had  many 
warm  friends,  whose  high  regard  was  won  by  her  gracious  manner  and  kindly 
consideration.  Hers  was  a  most  hospitable  home  and  the  pleasures  were  enjoyed 
by  many,  but  on  the  4th  of  January,  1911,  she  passed  away,  her  death  causing 
sincere  regret  in  the  hearts  of  many  who  knew  her. 


JOHN  H.  HARGIS. 

A  history  of  Polk  county  would  hardly  be  complete  without  some  reference 
to  the  Hargis  family,  which  for  more  than  fifty  years  has  been  closely  identified 
with  the  agricultural  development  of  Bloomfield  township.  John  H.  Hargis  was 
born  in  the  house  which  he  now  occupies  on  the  1st  of  September,  1861,  being  a 
son  of  Henry  C.  and  Elizabeth  (Kennedy)  Hargis,  the  former  a  native  of  Ken¬ 
tucky  and  the  latter  of  Pennsylvania.  The  parents  came  to  Iowa  in  the  early 
days  of  their  domestic  life,  locating  in  Polk  county  on  the  22d  of  October,  1853, 
where  the  father  purchased  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  prairie  and  timber 
land.  The  greater  portion  of  this  he  cleared  and  cultivated  for  fifty-eight  years, 
during  which  time  he  increased  his  realty  holdings  here  and  in  Warren  county 
to  five  hundred  acres,  two  hundred  of  which  he  later  gave  to  a  son.  Prior  to 
his  removal  to  Iowa  he  had  learned  and  followed  the  tanner’s  trade,  which  busi¬ 
ness  he  also  engaged  in  here  for  nine  years  in  addition  to  his  agricultural  pur¬ 
suits.  He  was  very  successful,  acquiring  considerable  property  and  a  comfort- 
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able  competence.  He  died  on  the  23d  of  February,  1904,  and  his  wife  survived 
him  for  more  than  three  years,  passing  away  on  the  6th  of  November,  1907. 

John  H.  Hargis  acquired  his  preliminary  education  in  the  district  schools  of 
Bloomfield  township,  which  was  later  supplemented  by  a  course  of  two  terms 
in  the  Iowa  Business  College,  of  Des  Moines.  He  remained  at  home  with  his 
parents  until  their  death,  assuming  more  and  more  of  the  responsibility  in  con¬ 
nection  with  the  cultivation  of  the  homestead  with  the  passing  years.  For  five 

years  he  cultivated  the  farm  in  Warren  county  for  his  father,  but  after  the  lat¬ 
ter’s  death  he  came  into  possession  of  the  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  which 
comprise  his  present  farm.  This  contains  the  old  home,  which  is  one  of  the 
landmarks  of  Polk  county,  being  the  oldest  house  in  Bloomfield  township.  The 
interior-  finish  is  entirely  of  black  walnut,  which  wood  was  also  used-  in  the 
shingles  for  the  roof.  Mr.  Hargis  has  lived  here  the  greater  part  of  his  life 
and  it  has  also  been  the  birthplace  of  his  children.  Although  he  has  made  many 
improvements  upon  the  place  since  it  came  into  his  possession  the  old  house  and 
barn,  also  the  oldest  in  the  township,  remain  unchanged,  a  silent  tribute  to  the 
material  and  workmanship  of  half  a  century  ago.  Here  he  engages  in  general 

farming  and  stock-raising,  paying  particular  attention  to  the  latter.  He  keeps 

about  forty  head  of  cattle  and  ten  head  of  horses  and  generally  raises  a  carload 
of  hogs  each  year. 

Mr.  Hargis  celebrated  Christmas,  1890,  by  his  marriage  to  Miss  Mina  Yount, 
a  daughter  of  George  and  Katherine  (Van  Brunt)  Yount.  Her  parents,  who 
were  natives  of  Ohio,  came  to  Iowa  in  1855,  locating  on  a  farm  near  Carlisle, 
Warren  county.  Mr.  Yount  had  for  many  years  previously  been  engaged  in  a 
woolen  mill  in  Indiana,  but  after  his  arrival  here  devoted  his  entire  time  and 
attention  to  the  cultivation  of  his  farm  until  1890,  at  which  time  he  retired  to 
Carlisle,  where  he  was  living  when  he  passed  away  seven  years  later.  Mrs.  Yount 
still  survived  and  makes  her  home  in  Des  Moines.  Six  children  have  been  born 
unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hargis,  five  of  whom  are  living,  the  eldest  having  passed 
away  on  the  6th  of  June,  1892.  The  others  are:  Paul  C.,  sixteen  years  of  age; 
Catrie  E.,  who  is  fourteen;  George  Raymond,  now  twelve;  Katherine  M.,  ten 
years  of  age;  and  Nina  M.,  who  has  passed  the  sixth  anniversary  of  her  birth. 

The  family  attend  the  Methodist  church,  of  which  denomination  Mrs.  Hargis 
is  a  member.  Fraternally  Mr.  Hargis  is  identified  with  Lodge  No.  13 1,  I.  O. 
O.  F.,  of  Carlisle;  and  the  American  Yeomen,  HulFCamp  No.  150,  also  of  Car¬ 
lisle. 


ELIAS  C.  JOHNSON. 

The  agricultural  advantages  offered  by  the  state  of  Iowa  are  in  many  respects 
superior  to  those  offered  by  adjoining  states,  for  the  soil  is  in  every  respect 
adapted  to  the  various  crops  and  is  particularly  excellent  for  pasture  land,  enab¬ 
ling  one  who  desires  to  engage  extensively  in  stock-raising  to  follow  that  busi¬ 
ness  to  great  advantage.  Among  those  who  have  met  with  success  through  agri¬ 
cultural  pursuits  in  this  state  is  Elias  C.  Johnson,  the  owner  of  a  fine  farm  of 
three  hundred  and  twenty  acres  located  in  Lincoln  township,  Polk  county.  Born 
in  Kendall  county,  Illinois,  on  the  25th  of  June,  1864,  he  is  a  son  of  Charles  and 
Maggie  Johnson,  natives  of  Norway.  The  father  came  to  America  in  1854,  first 
locating  in  Kendall  county,  Illinois,  where  he  operated  a  rented  farm  for  ten 
years,  after  which  he  came  to  Polk  county  and  here  purchased  two  hundred  and 
forty  acres  in  Lincoln  township.  He  devoted  his  attention  to  its  cultivation  until 
1901,  in  which  year  he  retired  from  active  life  and  removed  to  Huxley,  Iowa, 
making  his  home  there  for  five  years.  He  now  resides  with  his  son. 

Coming  to  this  county  in  early  infancy,  Elias  C.  Johnson  has  spent  almost 
his  entire  life  within  its  borders,  and  in  the  district  schools  acquired  his  educa- 
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tion.  He  was  reared  to  farm  work  and  remained  with  his  parents  until  twenty- 
one  years  of  age,  when,  desiring  to  enter  business  on  his  own  account,  he  rented 
a  farm  for  about  five  years,  after  which  he  purchased  a  tract  of  eighty  acres  in 
Lincoln  township,  which  formed  the  nucleus  of  his  present  farm.  He  at  once 
began  its  improvement  and  later  added  another  tract  of  eighty  acres,  while  a 
subsequent  purchase  made  him  the  owner  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  more, 
so  that  his  farm  today  consists  of  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres,  all  lying  in 
Lincoln  township.  He  farms  by  modern  principles  and  his  land  is  as  well  kept 
and  productive  as  can  be  found  in  this  district.  He  practices  rotation  of  crops, 
makes  a  close  study  of  soil  and  climate  and  the  cereals  best  adapted  thereto,  and 
has  equipped  his  place  with  all  the  accessories  and  conveniences  necessary  to 
the  successful  conduct  of  his  occupation.  He  also  has  live-stock  interests,  mak¬ 
ing  a  specialty  of  raising  cattle  and  hogs,  raising  about  one  hundred  head  of 
each  annually.  He  also  keeps  fifteen  head  of  horses  on  his  farm,  and  this  branch 
of  his  affairs  is  proving  a  profitable  venture.  He  is  well  known  in  the  business 
circles  of  this  locality,  also,  as  a  stockholder  in  the  Farmers  Cooperative  Cream¬ 
ery  Company  of  Huxley,  Iowa,  and  also  in  the  Bank  of  Huxley,  connections 
which  are  an  additional  source  of  revenue. 

Mr.  Johnson  has  never  married,  his  home  being  presided  over  by  his  sister, 
a  lady  of  many  excellent  traits  of  heart  and  mind.  His  religious  faith  is  that  of 
the  Lutheran  church,  while  politically  he  supports  the  republican  party,  although 
he  has  never  sought  nor  desired  public  office.  He  is  a  public-spirited  and  sub¬ 
stantial  citizen  who  merits  the  respect  and  confidence  of  the  entire  community. 
His  present  prosperity  is  due  to  his  own  exertions  and  careful  management  and 
he  is  now  comfortably  situated  in  life. 


MARTIN  J.  NELSON. 

Of  the  many  successful  young  farmers  and  stockmen  of  Polk  county,  none 
have  shown  stronger  capabilities  in  the  administration  of  their  affairs  than  Mar¬ 
tin  J.  Nelson,  who  is  engaged  in  the  cultivation  of  a  half  section  of  land  in  Elk¬ 
hart  township.  He  was  born  upon  the  place  where  he  is  now  residing  in  August, 
1881,  his  parents  being  Andrew  and  Martha  (Ersland)  Nelson,  natives  of  Nor¬ 
way,  who  came  to  the  United  States  with  their  parents  when  children.  The 
father  still  survives  and  continues  to  make  his  home  in  this  county,  but  the  mother 
passed  away  in  January,  1908.  By  their  union  there  were  born  seven  children: 
Seward,  a  farmer  of  Elkhart  township,  who  is  mentioned  at  greater  length  else¬ 
where  in  this  work ;  Carrie,  who  married  Severt  Kalsen,  a  farmer  of  Story 
county  ;  Jane,  the  wife  of  Ole  Nelson,  who  engages  in  agricultural  pursuits  in 
Kendall  county,  Illinois ;  Annie,  who  wedded  Ole  J.  Kalsen,  of  Story  county ; 
Knute,  who  is  mentioned  elsewhere  in  this  work;  Andrew,  who  is  connected 
with  the  Home  Savings  Bank  of  Des  Moines,  Iowa;  and  Martin  J.,  our  subject. 

Martin  J.  Nelson  has  always  lived  amid  the  scenes  of  his  childhood,  prac¬ 
tically  his  entire  life  having  been  spent  in  the  community  where  he  now  resides. 
The  district  schools  of  Elkhart  township  provided  him  with  his  education,  while 
his  agricultural  training  was  acquired  under  the  capable  supervision  of  his  father, 
one  of  the  largest  landowners  and  most  successful  agriculturists  of  Polk  county. 
He  remained  at  home  with  his  parents  until  he  had  attained  his  majority  and 
then  he  began  his  independent  career.  He  rented  the  old  homestead,  consisting 
of  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres,  from  his  father,  and  here  he  engages  in 
general  farming  and  stock-raising.  Both  have  proven  to  be  very  lucrative  and 
he  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  prosperous  farmers  of  the  community.  He  raises 
Percheron  horses  of  a  high  breed,  keeping  thirty  head  and  sixty  head  of  cattle, 
while  he  raises  two  hundred  hogs  annually. 
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Mr.  Nelson  was  married  in  September,  1902,  to  Miss  Mollie  Johnson,  a 
daughter  of  Lew  and  Sarah  (Musland)  Johnson,  natives  of  Norway,  who  on 
coming  to  America  located  in  Clinton  county,  Iowa,  during  pioneer  days.  Mr. 
Johnson  was  a  carpenter  and  continued  to  follow  his  trade  for  some  time  after 
coming  to  this  country.  He  subsequently  rented  a  farm,  which  he  operated  until 
his  death  in  April,  1888,  The  mother  continued  to  reside  in  Clinton  county  for 
four  years  thereafter  and  then  came  to  Story  county,  where  she  later  married 
Oliver  Thorson,  who  engages  in  farming.  She  is  now  sixty-eight  years  of  age. 
Of  the  marriage  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Nelson  one  son  has  been  born,  Arnold  Leroy, 
who  is  now  seven  years  of  age. 

In  religious  matters  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Nelson  give  their  allegiance  to  the  Luth¬ 
eran  church,  while  his  political  rights  he  exercises  in  support  of  the  men  and 
measures  of  the  republican  party.  He  has  never  figured  prominently  in  town¬ 
ship  affairs  but  at  the  last  election  was  made  a  school  director  and  enters  upon 
the  duties  of  his  office  in  July.  He  is  meeting  with  most  gratifying  financial 
success  in  his  various  enterprises  and  in  addition  to  his  other  interests  is  one 
of  the  stockholders  of  the  Farmers  Cooperative  Creamery  Company  at  Huxley, 
Iowa. 


NATHANIEL  M.  HUBBARD,  Jr. 

Prominent  as  a  lawyer  and  also  well  known  in  business  circles,  Nathaniel 
M.  Hubbard,  Jr.,  of  Des  Moines,  may  be  regarded  as  one  of  the  fortunate  men 
of  Iowa.  He  has  been  actively  identified  with  various  interests  in  the  state  for 
twenty-five  years.  He  was  born  at  Marion,  Iowa,  February  14,  1862,  and  is  a 
son  of  Nathaniel  M.  and  Katherine  W.  (Hervey)  Hubbard,  the  former  of  whom 
was  born  at  Oswego,  New  York,  in  1833,  and  the  latter  at  Brookfield,  Massa¬ 
chusetts,  in  1836.  The  father  established  his  home  in  Iowa  and  became  one  of 
the  leading  lawyers  and  men  of  this  state. 

Mr.  Hubbard  of  this  review  received  his  preliminary  education  in  private 
schools,  one  of  them  being  the  Lenox  Collegiate  Institute  of  Iowa.  At  the  age 
of  sixteen  he  was  appointed  to  the  United  States  Naval  Academy  at  Annapo¬ 
lis  and  in  1882  he  was  graduated  from  that  institution.  He  served  in  the  navy 
for  three  years,  resigning  in  1885.  After  graduating  from  the  law  department 
of  Columbia  University  he  came  to  Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa,  and  began  practice, 
serving  as  assistant  attorney  for  the  Chicago  &  Northwestern  Railway  Company 
until  1904.  He  also  engaged  in  general  practice  and  was  a  member  of  the  firm 
of  Hubbard,  Clark  &  Dawley,  which  later  became  known  as  Hubbard  &  Daw- 
ley  and  then  as  Hubbard,  Dawley  &  Wheeler.  He  was  one  of  the  founders  of 
the  Royal  Union  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Company,  Ex-Governor  Jackson,  Syd¬ 
ney  A.  Foster  and  Mr.  Hubbard  being  the  only  three  members  left  of  the  origi¬ 
nal  founders  of  this  company.  He  removed  with  his  family  to  Des  Moines  in 
1907  and  devotes  his  attention  very  largely  to  his  duties  as  general  counsel  of 
the  company,  which  is  one  of  the  highly  flourishing  insurance  concerns  of  Iowa. 

Mr.  Hubbard  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Alice  Cooper,  of  Colorado,  and 
three  children  have  been  born  of  this  union:  Thanette,  Sarah  Katharine  and 
Natalys.  Isaac  Cooper,  the  father  of  Mrs.  Hubbard,  served  as  captain  of  Com¬ 
pany  F,  Twentieth  Iowa  Infantry,  during  the  Civil  war.  Subsequently  he  was 
the  founder  of  Leadville,  Colorado,  and  also  of  Glenwood  Springs,  Colorado, 
being  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  the  western  slope  of  that  state.  Mrs.  Hubbard 
is  a  sculptor  whose  works  are  to  be  found  in  private  homes  and  public  collec¬ 
tions  of  this  country,  one  of  her  best  known  works  being  the  statue  of  Saca- 
jawia,  the  Indian  woman  who  guided  Lewis  and  Clark  on  their  celebrated  expedi¬ 
tion  to  the  northwest.  This  statue  was  one  of  the  striking  figures  at  the  Lewis 
and  Clark  Exposition  and  now  stands  in  a  public  park  at  Portland,  Oregon. 
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At  the  time  of  the  Spanish-American  war  Mr.  Hubbard  reentered  the  navy 
as  a  lieutenant  and  for  two  years  again  performed  his  duty  in  that  service.  He 
took  part  in  the  blockade  at  Santiago,  serving  on  the  U.  S.  S.  Justin  and  Moni¬ 
tor,  Miantonomah  and  the  United  States  battleship  Oregon.  In  politics  he  is  a 
republican.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Army  and  Navy  Club  of  Washington,  the 
Naval  Scientific  Society,  the  Naval  and  Military  Order  of  the  Spanish-American 
war  and  the  Loyal  Legion. 


THOMAS  M.  BERHOW. 

Thomas  M.  Berhow,  an  enterprising  and  progressive  agriculturist  of  Polk 
county,  devotes  his  attention  to  the  operation  of  a  farm  of  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres  in  Elkhart  township.  His  birth  occurred  in  Norway  on  the  24th  of 
October,  1865,  his  parents  being  Michael  and  Sarah  (Honge)  Berhow,  who 
spent  their  entire  lives  in  that  country.  The  father,  who  followed  farming 
throughout  his  active  business  career,  passed  away  in  1880.  The  mother  was 
called  to  her  final  rest  in  1871. 

Thomas  M.  Berhow  spent  the  first  twenty  years  of  his  life  in  his  native 
land  and  then  crossed  the  Atlantic  to  the  new  world.  Locating  in  Cambridge, 
Story  county,  Iowa,  he  there  continued  his  schooling.  Subsequently  he  began 
working  by  the  month  as  a  farm  hand,  being  thus  employed  for  five  vears.  On 
the  expiration  of  that  period  he  started  out  as  an  agriculturist  on  his  own  ac¬ 
count,  renting  a  tract  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  from  his  father-in-law  in 
Elkhart  township,  Polk  county,  where  he  has  since  carried  on  his  farming  in¬ 
terests  with  good  success.  In  connection  with  the  tilling  of  the  soil  he  devotes 
considerable  attention  to  live  stock,  keeping  ten  milch  cows,  six  head  of  horses 
and  raising  from  seventy  to  eighty  head  of  hogs  annually.  He  is  likewise  a 
stockholder  in  the  Cambridge  Canning  Company  of  Cambridge,  Iowa,  and  is 
widely  recognized  as  one  of  the  substantial  and  representative  residents  of  the 
community. 

On  the  9th  of  March,  1891,  Air.  Berhow  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Ella  Johnson,  a  daughter  of  John  W.  and  Martha  (Lee)  Johnson,  who  are 
mentioned  at  greater  length  on  another  page  of  this  work.  Their  home  has  been 
blessed  with  eight  children,  namely  :  Matilda  S. ;  John  ;  Mrlford  ;  Annie  ;  Edith  ; 
Martha  and  Mabel,  twins ;  and  Henry. 

Mr.  Berhow  gives  his  political  allegiance  to  the  republican  party,  while  his 
religious  faith  is  indicated  by  his  membership  in  the  Lutheran  church,  to  which 
his  wife  also  belongs.  The  hope  that  led  him  to  leave  his  native  land  and  seek  a 
home  in  America  has  been  more  than  realized.  He  found  the  opportunities  he 
sought, — which,  by  the  way,  are  always  open  to  the  ambitious,  energetic  man, — 
and  making  the  best  of  these  he  has  steadily  worked  his  way  upward. 


GEORGE  BALL. 

For  nearly  twenty-five  years  a  resident  of  Commerce,  Iowa,  George  Ball  is 
well  acquainted  in  this  part  of  the  county  and  is  now  established  as  one  of  its 
responsible  business  men.  He  is  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  born  April  15,  1880. 
son  of  Mark  and  Mary  H.  (Cooper)  Ball,  both  of  whom  were  born  in  Eng¬ 
land.  They  came  to  America  in  1880,  but  after  a  short  stay  in  this  country  re¬ 
turned  to  England.  In  1885  they  again  crossed  the  ocean  and  located  at  Com¬ 
merce,  Iowa,  where  Mr.  Ball  became  a  coal  miner  and  continued  in  that  work 
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during  the  remainder  of  his  life.  He  passed  away  March  21,  1909,  his  death 
being  caused  by  a  fall  of  slate  which  broke  his  back.  The  mother  is  still  living. 

George  Ball  was  reared  under  the  parental  roof  and  educated  in  the  public 
schools  at  Commerce.  He  continued  at  home  until  twenty-three  years  of  age 
and  then  became  identified  with  coal  mining  and  spent  fourteen  winters  in  the 
mines.  In  1906  he  went  to  Wisconsin  and  spent  two  years  cultivating  an  eighty 
acre  farm.  Having  disposed  of  this  place  he  returned  to  Commerce  and  opened 
a  general  store  which  he  has  since  successfully  operated,  also  working  as  op¬ 
portunity  presents  itself  at  the  carpenter’s  trade.  He  owns  the  building  in  which 
his  store  is  located  and  by  close  attention  to  the  wants  of  the  people  has  attracted 
a  lucrative  patronage.  - 

On  the  8th  day  of  March,  1904,  Mr.  Ball  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Laura  Kellar,  daughter  of  William  and  Amanda  (Geil)  Kellar,  both  natives  of 
Iowa.  The  father  is  a  carpenter  by  trade  and  is  now  living  at  Prole,  Iowa,  the 
mother  having  been  called  away  in  1895.  Mr.  Ball  has  from  the  beginning  of 
his  career  shown  an  interest  in  his  work  and  in  everything  with  which  he  has 
been  identified  which  gives  bright  promise  for  his  future.  He  has  devoted  con¬ 
siderable  attention  to  the  study  of  political  questions  and  has  adopted  the  views- 
of  the  socialists,  which  in  his  opinion  are  best  adapted  for  the  prosperity  and 
permanency  of  the  country.  Religiously,  he  and  his  estimable  wife  are  stanch 
believers  in  the  authority  of  the  Bible  and  they  give  their  adherence  to  the  Friends 
church,  as  the  denomination  most  nearly  representing  the  teachings  of  the  New 
Testament. 


WILLIAM  WALL  HENDERSON. 

The  art  glass  manufacturing  business  is  each  year  assuming  greater  impor¬ 
tance  in  America  and  Des  Moines  seems  destined  to  become  one  of  the  lead¬ 
ing  centers  in  this  line  of  industry.  Such  is  due  in  an  important  measure  to 
the  talents  of  William  Wall  Henderson,  through  whose  labors  the  reputation  of 
Des  Moines  in  this  connection  is  rapidly  extending.  Although  comparatively  a 
young  man,  Mr.  Henderson  is  one  of  the  best  known  designers  and  artists  of 
the  country  and  his  work  has  been  accepted  in  many  instances  in  competition 
with  that  of  men  who  have  devoted  many  years  to  art  glass  manufacture. 

A  native  of  New  York,  Mr.  Henderson  was  born  at  Flushing,  Long  Island, 
July  6,  1872,  his  parents  being  Charles  Wall  Millbank  and  Sara  (Purchase) 
Henderson.  The  Henderson  family  is  of  Scotch  descent.  The  grandfather  of 
William  Wall  Henderson  was  Stephen  Lann  Henderson,  manager  for  Grinnell, 
Minturn  &  Company,  one  of  the  oldest  shipping  firms  of  New  York  city,  for 
over  forty  years.  He  was  born  and  reared  at  Hampstead,  Long  Island,  and 
married  Maria  Wall,  a  native  of  New  York  city  and  of  English  descent 
Charles  Wall  Millbank  Henderson  was  born  in  the  Empire  state  in  1841  and  in 
his  youthful  days  devoted  five  years  to  the  study  of  architecture.  The  Civil  war 
then  broke  out  and  with  “Well,  father,  Fve  enlisted”  he  made  the  announcement 
that  he  had  joined  the  army,  although  not  yet  of  age.  He  went  to  the  front  as 
a  private  but  before  the  close  of  the  war  had  served  for  eight  months  with  the 
rank  of  captain,  winning  his  promotion  through  unfaltering  loyalty  and  valor¬ 
ous  service.  His  military  experience  at  length  brought  on  an  invalid  condition, 
which  has  existed  for  the  past  thirty-six  years  or  more.  His  wife,  who  bore  the 
maiden  name  of  Sara  Cutter  Purchase,  was  educated  at  St.  Thomas  Hall,  Flush¬ 
ing,  Long  Island,  and  at  the  age  of  sixteen  began  teaching.  After  her  marriage 
she  studied  art  and  won  first  prize  for  the  best  fruit  painting  at  the  Minneapolis 
Exposition  in  1888.  At  the  age  of  sixty-nine  years  she  is  still  engaged  in  paint¬ 
ing  fruit  and  this  without  sketching.  This  talent  seems  to  have  been  inherited 
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by  her  son,  William  W.  Henderson,  and  it  has  been  manifest  by  many  others 
of  the  Purchase  family  in  England,  several  representatives  of  the  name  having 
won  notable  reputations  as  artists.  Mrs.  Henderson  is  descended  from  an  ances¬ 
try  honorable  and  distinguished.  She  was  the  fourth  daughter  of  John  Bullen 
and  Susanna  B.  (Cutter)  Purchase.  One  of  her  great-grandfathers  was  Dr. 
Bullen,  a  surgeon  in  the  service  of  the  crown  in  England.  Her  grandmother, 
Ann  Bullen  Purchase,  was  a  very  handsome  woman  of  her  day,  being  one  of 
the  celebrated  “nine  beautiful  sisters”  who  were  daughters  of  Dr.  Bullen,  of 
Dorsetshire,  England.  The  Cutter  family  were  descended  from  English  ances¬ 
try  who  lived  at  Newcastle-upon-Tyne,  England,  and  who  were  in  correspond¬ 
ence  with  the  first  president  (Dunster)  of  Harvard  College  in  1664.  A  letter 
written  by  William  Cutter  is  to  be  found  in  the  Massachusetts  historical  col¬ 
lections,  volume  XXXI,  new  series,  pages  195-6,  and  is  dated  at  Newcastle, 
England,  May  29,  1654.  From  him  William  W.  Henderson  is  descended 
through  his  grandmother  Purchase.  His  great-grandmother  Cutter  was  descended 
from  the  de  Haviland  family,  Hungarian  French,  and  their  ancestry  can  be 
traced  back  as  far  as  the  war  of  the  Crusades,  in  which  one  member  of  the 
.family  changed  his  coat  of  arms,  placing  martlets  on  the  turrets  of  the  castles  to 
commemorate  that  war. 

William  Wall  Henderson  pursued  his  early  education  in  the  public  schools 
of  Omaha,  Nebraska,  and  -Minneapolis,  Minnesota,  but  his  opportunities  were 
somewhat  limited  owing  to  the  fact  that  he  became  interested  in  the  stained  glass 
trade,  to  which  he  applied  himself  strenuously  until  he  had  mastered  the  busi¬ 
ness  when  about  fourteen  years  of  age.  Since  that  time  his  attention  has  been 
given  to  the  work  with  an  enthusiasm  which  indicates  his  deep  interest  and  the 
pleasure  he  derives  therefrom.  He  was  apprenticed  to  the  trade  by  his  parents 
that  he  might  have  something  to  employ  his  time,  for  his  mother  was  then  a 
confirmed  invalid,  having  sustained  injuries  which  kept  her  in  an  invalid  condi¬ 
tion  for  five  years.  She  realized  that  the  boy  would  be  better  off  if  his  time 
were  employed  in  some  such  way  and  therefore  he  entered  the  service  of  the 
him  of  Forman  &  Ford,  art  glass  manufacturers  of  -Minneapolis,  with  whom 
he  continued  for  eight  years,  in  the  course  of  which  he  acquired  a  thorough 
acquaintance  with  the  business.  In  1897  he  came  to  Des  Moines  and  accepted 
the  position  of  foreman  with  J.  R.  Allward  and  afterward  with  Thomas  Shultz 
in  the  manufacture  of  art  glass.  Subsequently  he  entered  the  service  of  De- 
Forest  Bowman,  with  whom  he  remained  until  March,  1910,  when  he  formed 
a  partnership  with  E.  M.  Leighton  and  purchased  the  business  of  the  Allward- 
Bowman  Glass  Company.  He  is  now  in  charge  of  one  of  the  large  organizations 
of  the  country  in  the  manufacture  of  art  glass,  employing  twenty-two  expert 
draughtsmen  and  workmen.  Their  business  extends  over  the  entire  United  States 
and  includes  the  manufacture  of  windows  for  churches,  municipal  buildings 
and  private  residences.  The  company  has  attained  a  wide  reputation  and  speci¬ 
mens  of  its  work  may  be  seen  in  the  State  Historical  building  at  Des  Moines,  in 
the  windows  of  all  the  leading  churches  of  the  capital  city  and  also  at  Walnut, 
Illinois,  Clarinda,  Iowa,  Omaha,  Nebraska,  Moorhead,  Minnesota,  Huron.  South 
Dakota,  and  many  other  places,  some  of  which  are  as  far  east  as  the  New  Eng¬ 
land  states. 

On  the  12th  of  March,  1900,  Mr.  Henderson  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Xenia  Bell  Hattel,  of  Madison  county,  Iowa,  a  daughter  of  Charles  and  Emily 
Jane  Hattel.  One  child  came  to  bless  this  union,  William  Gale,  who  was  born 
April  3,  1901,  and  is  now  attending  the  East  Des  Moines  schools.  In  politics 
Mr.  Henderson  adheres  to  the  republican  party  and  in  religious  belief  he  and  his 
wife  are  identified  with  the  Methodist  church,  she  being  an  officer  in  the  church 
of  Des  Moines.  In  past  years  he  was  well  known  in  the  athletic  world,  having 
served  as  manager  of  the  Palace  Baseball  Club  of  Minneapolis.  He  is  a  skillful 
boxer  and  has  participated  in  many  friendly  bouts  with  amateurs.  Financially 
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he  has  made  considerable  progress  and  he  shows  his  faith  in  Des  Moines  by  lib¬ 
eral  investments  in  city  real  estate.  Popular,  genial  and  ever  ready  to  extend  a 
helping  hand  to  one  less  fortunate  than  himself,  he  may  safely  be  designated  as 
one  of  the  rising  men  of  the  west. 


HATTIE  B.  GARRISON. 

One  of  the  most  creditable  institutions  of  the  great  state  of  Iowa  is  by  gen¬ 
eral  consent  acknowledged  to  be  the  State  Industrial  School  for  Girls  which 
is  presided  over  by  the  lady  whose  name  introduces  this  review.  The  school 
is  a  model  of  its  kind  in  the  United  States  and  almost  completely  meets  the 
ideals  of  the  most  advanced  philanthropists  who  would  have  all  prisons,  jails 
and  places  of  detention  conducted  upon  the  constructive  principle  of  helpful¬ 
ness,  the  object  being  reformation  and  enlightenment  rather  than  punishment. 

Miss  Garrison  is  a  native  of  Indiana  and  is  a  daughter  of  Lindsay  Garrison  * 
who  is  now  deceased.  She  came  to  Linn  county,  Iowa,  in  childhood  and  has 
since  made  her  home  in  this  state.  After  receiving  her  preliminary  education 
in  the  public  schools  of  Cedar  Rapids,  she  entered  the  high  school  from  which 
she  was  graduated  in  1880.  During  the  summers  she  took  special  work  with 
the  object  of  preparing  herself  for  teaching  and  has  been  a  constant  and  in¬ 
defatigable  student  along  those  lines.  In  1884  she  began  teaching  in  the  public 
schools  of  Cedar  Rapids  and  later  for  seven  years  occupied  most  acceptably  the 
position  of  principal  of  one  of  the  buildings.  For  a  similar  length  of  time 
she  was  superintendent  of  the  Benedict  Home  at  Des  Moines,  showing  the 
faithfulness  and  devotion  of  a  mother  to  the  girls  of  that  institution.  In  addi¬ 
tion  to  finding  homes  for  them  she  instilled  lessons  of  faithfulness  in  the  per¬ 
formance  of  duty  which  they  have  never  forgotten.  While  she  was  in  this 
position  four  hundred  girls  passed  from  under  her  charge  and  she  was  also  at 
the  head  of  the  Home  when  it  was  moved  to  Fort  Dodge,  Iowa.  Since  July 
14,  1909,  she  has  filled  the  office  of  superintendent  of  the  State  Industrial 
School  for  Girls,  at  Mitchellville,  and  has  discharged  her  duties  with  an  effi¬ 
ciency  that  has  met  the  hearty  approval  of  the  board  of  directors  and  all  who 
are  interested  in  the  school.  It  is  one  of  the  most  interesting  institutions  in 
the  state  and  it  has  attained  a  wide  reputation  on  account  of  the  excellent  work 
that  has  been  accomplished.  Under  her  supervision  Miss  Garrison  has  a  num¬ 
ber  of  assistants  and  employes,  including  a  state  agent  to  look  after  parole 
girls,  five  family  managers,  five  teachers,  including  instructors  in  vocal  and 
physical  training,  a  resident  physician,  a  supply  officer,  five  kitchen  managers, 
two  sewing  room  teachers,  a  storekeeper  and  a  bookkeeper,  all  of  whom  are 
women.  There  are  also  seven  men  connected  with  the  institution,  including  a 
farmer,  a  gardner  and  three  firemen.  There  are  six  buildings  each  of  which 
is  adapted  for  a  special  purpose,  including  the  residence  building,  the  industrial 
building,  hospital,  chapel,  superintendent’s  cottage  and  a  building  which  is  oc¬ 
cupied  exclusively  by  girls  whose  good  behavior  entitles  them  to  special 
privileges.  These  buildings  are  all  heated  by  steam  and  lighted  by  electricity. 
Special  attention  is  paid  to  the  teaching  of  housekeeping  in  all  its  details  and 
also  to  the  making  of  tailored  clothes,  so  that  after  the  girls  again  come  into 
contact  with  the  world  they  are  prepared  to  become  active  and  useful  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  community.  The  studies  in  the  school  correspond  with  those  of  the 
public  schools.  Special  attention  is  also  given  to  music  and  at  present  fifty 
out  of  a  total  of  one  hundred  and  forty-five  girls  are  pursuing  a  course  in  in¬ 
strumental  music.  Miss  Garrison  has  adopted  a  merit  system  of  six  thousand 
credits  which  each  girl  has  an  opportunity  of  earning  at  the  rate  of  five  credits 
per  day  for  good  work  or  behavior.  At  the  close  of  each  month  report  cards 
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are  sent  to  parents  or  guardians  showing  the  credits  earned  in  deportment,  studies 
and  industrial  work,  the  possible  total  for  the  entire  month  being  four  hundred 
and  fifty  credits.  This  system  has  been  found  to  be  an  admirable  incentive 
and  is  also  in  use  in  other  institutions  of  this  character.  Lectures  and  enter¬ 
tainments  are  provided  at  various  times  during  the  year  and  religious  services 
and  Sunday  school  are  held  in  the  chapel  every  Sunday,  the  music  by  a  well 
trained  choir  being  one  of  the  attractive  features  of  the  day.  The  appearance 
of  the  girls  in  white  with  large  white  bows  in  their  hair  presents  an  agreeable 
and  enlightening  picture  which  is  not  soon  forgotten. 

Miss  Garrison  is  an  interesting  speaker  and  her  talks  never  fail  to  arouse 
the  enthusiasm  of  her  listeners.  She  also  keeps  in  close  touch  with  the  girls 
individually  and  leaves  no  stone  unturned  in  her  unremitting  efforts  in  their 
behalf.  She  has  displayed  an  energy  and  sound  judgment  and  a  deep  personal 
interest  which  have  been  productive  of  results  as  surprising  as  they  are  gratify¬ 
ing.  Friends  of  the  human  race  owe  to  Miss  Garrison  a  lasting  debt  of  gratitude 
for  her  unselfish  and  marvelously  successful  labors,  marking  as  they  do  a  new 
era  in  the  treatment  of  unfortunate  and  deserving  members  of  society. 


FRANK  H.  and  W.  O.  CRAIG. 

No  name  is  more  favorably  known  in  the  eastern  part  of  Polk  county  than 
that  of  Craig,  and  the  brothers,  Frank  H.  and  W.  O.  Craig,  are  worthy  repre¬ 
sentatives  of  a  family  which  has  been  identified  with  the  agricultural  interests 
of  the  county  for  more  than  half  a  century.  They  were  born  on  the  old  home¬ 
stead  in  Beaver  township  where  they  have  ever  since  lived.  Their  father,  James 
Craig,  was  born  in  Pennsylvania,  in  April,  1837,  and  was  married  in  Medina 
county,  Ohio,  in  January,  i860,  to  Miss  Fiana  Blyler,  a  daughter  of  Jacob  and 
Rosanna  (Billman)  Blyler.  Air.  Blyler  was  a  farmer  of  Summit  county,  Ohio, 
and  of  his  family  of  twelve  children  three  are  now  living,  namely:  Airs.  Lucy 
Waltz,  of  Blue  Alound,  Illinois ;  Alatilda,  now  the  wife  of  D.  P.  Oldfield,  of 
Mitchellville,  Iowa,  to  whom  she  was  married  in  1881  ;  and  Fiana,  who  became 
the  wife  of  James  Craig.  On  March  23,  i860,  Air.  Craig  arrived  with  his  bride 
in  Polk  county,  Iowa.  He  was  a  plasterer  and  bricklayer  by  trade,  it  being  the 
custom  at  that  time  for  the  same  individual  to  practice  both  of  these  trades. 
Evidences  of  his  handiwork  may  still  be  seen  in  Mitchellville.  He  built  the 
McKee  &  Edmundson  store  building,  the  Citizens  Bank  building  and  a  number 
of  private  residences.  He  arrived  in  this  county  at  the  time  of  the  stage  coach 
and  the  mails  were  then  carried  to  Apple  Grove,  but  shortly  afterward  the  stage 
route  was  changed  to  old  Afitchellville.  Air.  Craig  was  an  excellent  musician 
and  organized  the  Mitchellville  band,  of  which  he  was  leader  for  a  number  of 
years  and  of  which  his  sons  were  performers.  He  died  in  Alarch,  1909,  and 
his  remains  were  interred  in  the  cemetery  at  Alitchellville.  His  wife  was  born 
April  12,  1836,  and  is  still  living  on  the  old  homestead,  having  arrived  at  the 
age  of  seventy-five  years.  There  were  nine  children  in  the  family,  namely, 
Ella,  Frank  H.,  Ida  AT,  Bert,  W.  O.,  Ed.,  Charles,  and  two  who  died  in  infancy. 
Flla,  the  eldest  daughter,  was  educated  at  Mitchellville  and  was  the  first  pupil 
to  graduate  from  the  public  school.  She  afterwards  taught  in  the  district  schools 
and  for  one  year  in  the  public  schools  of  Mitchellville,  subsequently  being  em¬ 
ployed  as  a  teacher  in  the  State  Industrial  School  for  Girls  at  Mitchellville. 
She  is  now  at  home  with  her  mother. 

Frank  H.  and  W.  O.  Craig  were  born  in  1863  and  1869  respectively.  They 
were  educated  in  the  public  schools  and  have  always  remained  upon  the  family 
homestead.  When  their  father  became  incapacitated  by  age  they  assumed  charge 
of  the  farm  which  now  comprises  four  hundred  and  forty-three  acres  and  is 
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located  in  sections  i  and  2,  Beaver  township.  This  farm  is  one  of  the  highly 
productive  places  of  the  county,  as  is  shown  by  statistics  extending  back  for  a 
series  of  years.  The  report  for  1910  shows  that  one  hundred  and  eighty  acres 
which  was  planted  in  corn  yielded  over  ten  thousand  bushels,  thirty-five  acres  in 
wheat  yielded  eight  hundred  bushels,  eighty-four  acres  in  oats  yielded  five 
thousand  and  eighty-two  bushels  and  the  hay  crop  gathered  from  ninety  acres 
yielded  sixty  tons.  These  figures  speak  in  unmistakable  terms  as  to  the  ability 
of  the  farm  management.  W.  O.  Craig  is  joint  partner  with  his  brother  and  is 
thoroughly  identified  with  the  interests  of  this  section.  The  brothers  are  both 
supporters  of  the  republican  party  and  Frank  H.  Craig  has  served  as  a  delegate 
to  county  conventions  and  is  now  filling  the  office  of  township  trustee.  Fra¬ 
ternally  he  is  connected  with  Crystal  Lodge,  No.  313,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  also 
with  the  Eastern  Star. 

Mrs.  Craig  has  been  a  sufferer  from  rheumatism  for  many  years.  She 
receives  every  possible  attention  from  her  daughter  Ella  and  other  members 
of  the  family,  their  kindly  ministrations  having  proven  a  constant  relief.  Her 
mind  often  reverts  to  pioneer  days  in  Ohio  when  the  clothing  of  the  family 
was  made  in  the  home  from  flax  or  wool — the  product  of  the  farm;  the  candles 
were  made  by  hand;  the  cooking  of  the  family  was  done  over  a  large  fireplace 
and  even  the  shoes  of  the  children  and  grown  people  were  manufactured  at 
home.  She  remembers  that  her  father  made  a  rope  which  was  constructed  from 
flax  raised  on  the  farm.  She  has  witnessed  great  changes  in  Polk  county  during 
the  last  fifty  years,  in  which  members  of  her  family  have  taken  an  active  part, 
assisting  to  the  extent  of  their  ability  in  bringing  about  the  present  desirable 
conditions.  No  more  worthy  or  public-spirited  representatives  of  agricultural 
interests  are  to  be  found  than  the  brothers  herein  named.  Their  assistance  is 
depended  upon  in  every  public  undertaking  of  importance  in  the  township,  and 
in  character,  energy  and  progressiveness  no  men  stand  higher  in  this  section 
than  the  Craig  brothers. 


JOHN  COLLINS. 

A\  hat  ambition  will  accomplish  when  sustained  by  perseverance  and  deter¬ 
mination  of  purpose  is  clearly  demonstrated  in  the  life  of  John  Collins,  who  at 
the  age  of  thirty-one  years  has  established  a  business  which  would  do  credit  to  the 
energy  of  a  man  many  years  his  senior.  He  was  born  in  Des  Moines  on  the 
14th  of  October,  1880,  a  son  of  James  and  Anna  Collins,  natives  of  Ireland. 
The  father  was  born  in  County  Fermanagh  in  1847  3-fld  spent  the  first  twenty- 
four  yeais  of  his  life  on  the  Emerald  isle,  from  which  he  emigrated  to  the 
United  States,  locating  in  New  Lork  in  1871.  Later  he  came  west,  residing  for 
a  time  in  Illinois,  and  is  now  engaged  with  his  son,  John  Collins,  in  the  electrical 
business,  d  he  mother,  who  was  born  in  County  Mayo,  came  to  America  with 
her  parents  and  settled  in  Illinois.  There  she  later  entered  the  service  of  Gen¬ 
eral  Logan  as  housekeeper,  withdrawing  from  that  position  when  she  married 
Mr.  Collins,,  subsquent  to  which  event  they  removed  to  Des  Moines,  where  they 
have  ever  since  resided. 

The  income  of  the  Collins  home  was  rather  limited  during  the  boyhood  of 
the  son  John  and  he  was  early  compelled  to  relinquish  his  studies  in  the  public 
schools  and  begin  work,  in  order  that  he  might  assist  in  the  support  of  the  fam¬ 
ily.  He  .was  an  unusually  bright  and  industrious  lad,  which  together  with  his 
conscientious  and  painstaking  efforts  to  give  the  best  possible  service  caused  all 
who  came  in  contact  with  him  to  do  what  they  could  to  forward  his  interests. 
His  business  career,  really  began  when  he  obtained  a  position  as  elevator  boy  in 

the  Observatory  building.  There  the  engineer  became  attracted  to  the  youth  and 
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succeeded  in  having  him  appointed  as  his  assistant.  He  continued  in  that  capacity 
for  three  years,  after  which  he  became  chief  engineer,  resigning  that  position  to 
enter  the  employ  of  the  Des  Moines  City  Railway  Company  as  engineer.  After 
retaining  this  for  two  years  he  resumed  his  former  position  in  the  Observatory 
building,  in  connection  with  which  duties  he  took  outside  contracts  for  electrical 
work.  His  business  grew  so  rapidly  that  in  1908  he  was  compelled  to  relinquish 
his  position  in  order  to  devote  all  of  his  time  to  his  personal  interests.  He  has 
met  with  marked  success  in  his  venture,  being  awarded  the  electrical  contracts 
for  many  of  the  best  buildings  in  the  city  as  well  as  some  outside.  Among 
those  in  Des  Moines  mention  should  be  made  of  the  Polk  county  courthouse, 
the  Flynn  building,  Orpheum  Theater,  Yonkers  store,  and  the  Victoria  Hotel, 
while  his  bids  were  also  accepted  for  the  courthouses  at  Keokuk  and  Glenwood, 
Iowa. 

Mr.  Collins’  success  is  most  surprising  when  it  is  considered  that  he  is  a 
self-educated  man  and  is  competing  with  firms  who  employ  skillful  and  well 
trained  workmen.  In  some  instances,  of  course,  the  figures  have  probably  had 
weigh!,  but  in  many  cases  the  cost  has  not  been  of  so  much  consideration  as  the 
quality  of  the  work  and  the  reliability  to  be  placed  in  the  contractor.  He  is 
making  rapid  strides  and  is  now  becoming  recognized  as  one  of  the  best  men 
in  his  line  in  the  city. 

In  this  city  in  1906  Mr.  Collins  married  Miss  Isce  Sherman,  a  daughter 
of  Bernard  Sherman,  a  prominent  and  wealthy  retired  farmer,  one  of  the 
pioneers  of  Iowa,  who  is  now  residing  in  Washington,  this  state.  They  are 
communicants  of  the  Roman  Catholic  church,  while  fraternally  Mr.  Collins  is 
identified  with  the  Benevolent  Protective  Order  of  Elks  and  the  Knights  of 
Columbus.  He  is  very  fond  of  all  athletic  sports  and  indulges  in  them  when¬ 
ever  it  is  possible  for  him  to  spare  the  time  from  his  business.  His  political  sup¬ 
port  is  given  the  republican  party,  but  he  has  always  been  too  absorbed  in  his 
private  affairs  to  take  an  active  interest  in  civic  matters  further  than  the  casting 
of  a  ballot. 


RALPH  P.  BOLTON. 

The  present  secretary  of  the  Greater  Des  Moines  Club,  Ralph  P.  Bolton,  is 
a  native  of  this  city,  his  natal  day  being  July  23,  1873.  His  father,  Leander 
Bolton,  was  born  in  Fayette  county,  Indiana,  on  the  8th  of  October,  1838,  from 
which  state  he  came  to  Iowa  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years,  locating  in  Des  Moines 
in  1856.  He  was  always  connected  with  the  hardware  business  and  established  a 
store  In  this  city  in  1871,  which  he  conducted  until  1901,  in  which  year  he  passed 
away.  Mr.  Bolton  enlisted  for  ninety  days  and  went  to  the  front  during  the 
Civil  war,  being  engaged  in  garrison  duty.  His  wife,  who  prior  to  her  mar¬ 
riage  was  Miss  Belle  Palmer,  was  born  in  Ithaca,  New  York,  on  the  3d  of  April, 
1853,  from  which  state  she  removed  to  Iowa  where  she  was  married.  In 
the  family  were  two  sons,  but  Lloyd  Y.  is  deceased. 

Ralph"  P.  Bolton  acquired  his  education  in  this  city,  graduating  from  the 
high  school  with  the  class  of  1889,  following  which  he  entered  the  law  depart¬ 
ment  of  the  State  University  at  Iowa  City,  receiving  his  degree  in  1892.  Re¬ 
turning  to  Des  Moines,  he  obtained  employment  in  a  soap  factory  in  which  his 
father  had  been  interested,  working  in  the  various  departments  until  he  had 
mastered  every  detail  of  the  business  and  eventually  becoming  manager.  In 
1896  he  establishmed  a  transfer  business  on  the  east  side,  employing  from 
twenty-five  to  forty-five  men,  with  an  average  of  about  thirty-three.  He  dis¬ 
posed  of  that  business  and  is  now  secretary  of  the  Greater  Des  Moines  Club. 
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Mr.  Bolton  was  united  in  marriage  on  the  5th  of  October,  1898,  with  Miss 
Beulah  Horton,  a  native  of  Bremen,  Indiana,  and  a  daughter  of  Frank  and 
Lina  (Linabury)  Horton.  Her  father  is  a  railroad  man  and  district  insurance 
manager.  Two  children  have  been  born  of  this  union:  Berene  and  Ruth. 

Mr.  Bolton  is  a  member  of  the  Hyperion  and  Commercial  Clubs  of  Des 
Moines,  while  his  political  support  is  given  the  men  and  measures  of  the  re¬ 
publican  party.  However  as  he  has  never  aspired  to  public  honors  or  the  emolu¬ 
ments  of  office  he  does  not  actively  participate  in  local  matters  of  a  govern¬ 
mental  nature. 


GEORGE  E.  MESSENGER. 

Some  men  never  yield  to  obstacles.  Endowed  with  courage  and  an  energy 
that  seems  never  to  tire,  they  bravely  forge  ahead  and  rarely  do  they  fail  to 
accomplish  the  object  of  their  ambition.  To  this  class,  as  is  shown  by  his 
record,  belongs  George  E.  Messenger,  now  at  the  head  of  a  flourishing  grocery 
business  at  Urbandale.  He  is  a  native  of  Ottumwa,  Iowa,  born  April  24,  1883, 
a  son  of  Henry  H.  and  Addie  R.  (King)  Messenger,  both  of  whom  were  born 
in  Pennsylvania.  The  father  came  to  Iowa  and  conducted  a  drug  store  at 
Fairfield,  subsequently  selling  out  and  entering  the  employ  of  the  Chicago,  Bur¬ 
lington  &  Quincy  Railway.  He  advanced  through  various  positions  upon  the 
road  until  he  became  passenger  conductor  and  was  recognized  as  one  of  the 
valuable  employees  of  the  company.  He  was  called  away  December  5,  1891. 
The  mother  is  now  living  at  No.  1315,  Fifteenth  street,  Des  Moines,  and  has 
reached  the  age  of  fifty-three  years. 

On  account  of  his  father  being  engaged  in  the  railway  service  George  E. 
Messenger  received  his  education  at  various  places  in  Iowa.  He  began  attending 
school  at  Chariton  and  later  was  a  student  in  the  public  schools  of  Washington, 
finally  removing  with  the  family  to '  Des  Moines  where  he  entered  the  North 
High  School  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1903.  He  then  took  a  course  in 
telegraphy  in  the  Iowa  Business  College  and  after  leaving  this  institution,  en¬ 
tered  the  service  of  the  Chicago  &  Northwestern  Railway  as  a  clerk  in  the  gen¬ 
eral  office  at  Des  Moines,  also  acting  as  telegrapher  and  agent.  After  two 
years  he  transferred  his  allegiance  to  the  Chicago  &  Great  Western  Road,  but 
shortly  afterwards  went  to  Houston.  Texas,  as  chief  clerk  in  the  general  office 
of  the  Southern  Pacific  Railway.  Returning  to  Des  Moines,  he  was  connected 
with  the  Chicago,  Rock  Island  &  Pacific  Railway  until  November  15,  1908,  when 
his  right  hand  was  disabled  by  an  automobile  engine.  He  was  incapacitated 
for  business  for  four  months  and  then  for  six  months  was  connected  with  the 
insurance  business,  after  which  he  started  an  aluminum  factory  on  the  east 
side  in  Des  Moines,  being  the  first  manufacturer  in  the  west  to  cast  kitchen 
utensils  in  aluminum.  Closing  out  this  business,  he  served  one  year  as  manager 
of  the  Iowa  Packing  Company  and  then  entered  the  grocery  business  at  Urban- 
dale,  in  which  he  has  been  from  the  start  highly  successful.  He  sends  a  wagon 
through  the  country  and  is  building  up  an  extensive  patronage  among  the  farm¬ 
ers,  enjoying  also  a  constantly  increasing  trade  from  the  people  of  Urbandale. 

On  the  3d  day  of  June,  1908,  Mr.  Messenger  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Miss  Grace  Maude  Cooper,  a  daughter  of  William  A.  and  Isabelle  (Witmer) 
Cooper,  natives  of  Pennsylvania.  The  father  came  west  and  located  at  Wilton, 
Iowa,  where  he  engaged  in  the  clothing  business.  In  1889  he  entered  the  life  in¬ 
surance  business  in  Des  Moines  and  later  purchased  a  suspender  factory,  be¬ 
coming  the  head  of  the  Northwestern  Suspender  Company.  He  conducted  his 
business  so  successfully  that  he  bought  out  the  Diamond  Suspender  Company 
and  continued  in  the  same  line  until  his  death  which  occurred  in  July,  1907, 
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when  he  was  in  his  sixty-second  year.  The  mother  is  now  living  at  No.  1437 
Ninth  street,  and  has  arrived  at  the  age  of  sixty-two. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Messenger  occupy  a  beautiful  home  at  Urbandale  and  he 
also  owns  nine  acres  of  land  in  the  same  place.  In  religious  faith  they  are 
identified  with  the  Presbyterian  church  and  are  regular  attendants  at  its  ser¬ 
vices.  Fraternally  he  is  connected  with  the  various  Masonic  bodies  and  politi¬ 
cally  he  gives  his  support  to  the  republican  party,  believing  that  its  principles 
are  highly  important  in  forwarding  the  prosperity  of  the  country.  Thorough 
in  everything  he  does,  pleasing  in  appearance  and  manner  and  highly  capable  in 
business,  he  is  fully  worthy  of  the  confidence  and  esteem  of  all  with  whom  he 
comes  into  contact. 


RICHARD  HOLMES  DELMEGE. 

Among  the  men  who  have  left  the  impress  of  their  individuality  upon  the 
city  of  Des  Moines  in  its  business  development  and  in  its  material  progress  was 
Richard  Holmes  Delmege.  He  may  well  be  called  one  of  nature’s  noblemen. 
He  was  actively  concerned  with  the  things  of  this  life  in  business  affairs  and  in 
his  duties  of  citizenship,  but  at  all  times  his  course  was  guided  by  his  belief  in 
the  moral  and  religious  teachings  of  the  church  in  which  he  long  held  mem¬ 
bership.  He  was  born  December  20,  1839,  at  Holmes  Grove,  Ireland,  in  an  old 
house  which  is  still  standing  and  which  was  formerly  the  property  of  his  grand¬ 
father  who  at  one  time  was  collector  of  the  port*  of  Dublin.  The  life  record  of 
Richard  Holmes  Delmege  covered  the  intervening  period  from  1839  until  March 
12,  1908.  In  his  boyhood  days  he  accompanied  his  parents  when  they  crossed 
the  Atlantic  to  Toronto,  Canada.  Later  the  family  removed  to  Bristol,  Illi¬ 
nois,  and  in  1869,  when  a  young  man  of  about  thirty  years,  Richard  Holmes 
Delmege  came  to  Iowa,  taking  up  his  abode  in  Afton,  Union  county.  In  his 
youth  he  became  a  carpenter,  later  was  a  contractor  and  subsequently  a  large 
lumber  merchant.  At  Afton  he  conducted  a  general  contracting  business  for 
a  number  of  years  and  in  this  was  very  successful,  erecting  many  public  and 
private  buildings  in  southwestern  Iowa,  many  of  which  still  stand  in  Creston, 
Red  Oak  and  other  county  seats  and  leading  towns,  indicating  honesty  of  con¬ 
struction  which  at  all  times  was  characteristic  of  the  work  done  by  Mr.  Delmege. 
After  the  building  of  the  Chicago  Great  Western  Railway  he  removed  from 
Afton  to  Lorimor  where  he  engaged  extensively  in  the  lumber  business  and 
thus  gradually  worked  his  way  upward,  winning  that  success  which  follows 
earnest  and  persistent  effort,  unfaltering  enterprise  and  keen  sagacity.  When 
he  took  up  his  abode  at  Lorimor  there  was  practically  nothing  there.  He  erected 
the  majority  of  substantial  buildings  which  still  stand  and  are  now  the  property 
of  his  widow.  He  was  a  very  public-spirited  citizen  and  gave  much  of  his  time 
and  means  toward  making  Lorimor  the  enterprising  and  progressive  city  that  it 
is  today.  Before  removing  to  Des  Moines  he  became  a  heavy  investor  in  the 
Anchor  Fire  Insurance  Company  but  disposed  of  his  stock  at  the  time  the  com¬ 
pany  sold  out.  He  continued  a  resident  of  Lorimor  until  1899,  when  he  came 
to  Des  Moines  and  during  the  period  of  his  residence  in  this  city  was  closely, 
actively  and  prominently  connected  with  the  insurance  business,  having  organized 
the  Century  Fire  Insurance  Company,  of  which  he  was  the  first  president  and 
remained  as  such  for  a  short  time.  He  then  resigned  but  for  a  number  of 
years  was  its  heaviest  stockholder.  He  formulated  its  plans  and  its  policy  and 
instituted  the  business  upon  a  substantial  basis,  guiding  its  destinies  until  it  had 
become  recognized  as  one  of  the  reliable  insurance  companies  of  the  state.  He 
resigned  the  presidency  of  the  insurance  company  in  order  to  give  his  attention 
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to  other  interests  in  which  he  had  made  investment.  Whatever  he  undertook 
seemed  to  prosper  because  his  judgment  was  sound  and  his  discrimination  keen. 

While  at  Lorimor  Mr.  Delmege  was  married  to  Miss  Mary  R.  Taylor,  a 
daughter  of  K.  P.  and  Asenath  (Cox)  Taylor.  Mrs.  Delmege  had  been  a  suc¬ 
cessful  teacher  and  acted  as  principal  of  the  school  at  Lorimor.  By  her  marriage 
she  became  the  mother  of  one  child,  Ruth,  who  died  at  the  age  of  five  years. 
Mrs.  Delmege  still  survives  her  husband  and  makes  her  home  in  Des  Moines. 
The  death  of  Mr.  Delmege  occurred  at  the  family  residence  at  No.  1615  Arling¬ 
ton  avenue  on  the  12th  of  March,  1908,  and  a  life  of  usefulness  was  thus  closed. 
At  the  time  of  the  Civil  war  he  enlisted  in  the  Ninth  Illinois  Cavalry  and  served 
for  three  years  at  the  front,  doing  active  duty  in  defense  of  the  Union.  •  He  was 
well  known  as  an  exemplary  member  of  the  Masonic  and  Odd  Fellows  lodges 
and  was  prominently  identified  with  the  First  Baptist  church  of  which  he  was 
deacon  and  trustee.  He  had  become  a  communicant  of  that  denomination  in 
early  life  and  was  therefore  closely  associated  with  its  interests  and  active  in 
its  upbuilding.  He  found  in  its  teachings  the  source  of  his  strength  and  an  in¬ 
spiration  for  higher  living,  and  guided  his  life  according  to  its  precepts.  He 
was  indeed  a  man  of  worth  and  the  honor  and  integrity  of  his  life  gave  him  firm 
hold  upon  the  affectionate  regard  and  high  esteem  of  his  fellowmen.  Perhaps  no 
better  estimate  of  his  life  and  character  can  be  given  than  in  quoting  from  a  little 
paper  published  by  the  church  of  which  he  was  a  member.  It  said:  “He  met 
numerous  misfortunes  in  the  loss  of  property  through  treachery,  the  death  of 
his  children,  and  the  dreadful  affliction  that  wore  him  down.  But  in  it  all  he 
was  patient,  submissive,  heroic  and  serenely  triumphant  in  his  faith.  As  a  citi¬ 
zen  he  was  loyal  and  law-abiding.  As  a  business  man  he  gained  material  pros¬ 
perity  without  losing  spiritual  aspirations.  As  a  home-maker  he  provided  well 
for  his  family  and  has  left  them  tender  memories,  wholesome  example,  com¬ 
forts  of  home,  and  the  priceless  heritage  of  ‘a  good  name  rather  to  be  chosen 
than  riches.’  As  a  soldier  he  served  with  honor  in  the  dark  days  of  war  and 
maintained  inspiring  heroism  when  face  to  face  with  the  long  sufferings  and 
gloom  of  a  relentless  disease,  a  soldier  to  the  end  of  consciousness.  As  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  this  church  he  held  strong  convictions,  had  a  deeply  sympathetic  nature, 
was  a  cheerful  giver,  a  lover  of  truth,  and  devout  in  his  spirit  of  worship.  As 
a  man  he  lived  among  us,  met  human  frailties,  rose  above  the  carnal,  grew  strong 
in  character,  linked  the  human  to  the  divine  and  revealed  in  his  nature  how  it 
is  possible  for  a  ‘son  of  man’  to  become  a  ‘son  of  God,’  and  the  ‘mortal’  to  put 
on  ‘immortality.’  ” 


JAMES  E.  SPENCER. 


From  the  humble  duties  of  a  clerkship  to  the  responsibilities  of  manager  of 
the  Valley  Junction  branch  of  H.  S.  Chase  &  Company,  is  the  creditable  record 
of  Janies  E.  Spencer,  whose  long  connection  with  that  house  is  proof  positive 
of  the  confidence  and  trust  reposed  in  him  by  his  employers.  He  has  passed  his 
entire  life  in  Des  Moines,  where  his  birth  occurred  on  the  20th  of  May,  1890, 
a  son  of  Henry  and  Olive  (Willis)  Spencer,  who  were  also  natives  of  Iowa. 
In  early  life  the  father  learned  the  trade  of  meat  cutter  and  for  fifteen  years 
was  thus  employed,  at  the  expiration  of  which  period  he  purchased  a  tract  of 
forty  acres  near  Adelphia,  Iowa,  which  he  cleared  and  improved.  To  the  opera¬ 
tion  of  this  farm,  which  is  devoted  exclusively  to  fruit-raising,  he  has  since  ap¬ 
plied  himself  and  in  its  cultivation  is  proving  most  successful.  His  wife  also  sur¬ 
vives  and  both  are  well  known  and  highly  respected  in  the  community  which 
has  long  been  their  home. 
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James  E.  Spencer,  whose  education  was  acquired  in  the  public  schools  of  Des 
Moines,  remained  at  home  with  his  parents  until  sixteen  years  of  age  when, 
eager  to  enter  the  business  world,  he  made  his  initial  step  as  an  employe  of  H.  S. 
Chase  &  Company,  grocers  of  Des  Moines,  with  whom  he  has  been  connected 
continuously  throughout  the  intervening  years.  Ambitious  to  forge  ahead  in  the 
business  world  he  was  prompted  to  apply  himself  diligently  to  the  tasks  assigned 
him  and  it  was  not  long  before  his  worth  and  ability  were  recognized  by  promo¬ 
tion.  Continuous  advancement  has  followed  as  the  logical  result  of  conscientious 
effort  and  fidelity  to  duty  on  his  part  until  today  he  occupies  the  creditable  posi¬ 
tion  of  manager  of  the  Valley  Junction  branch  of  H.  S.  Chase  &  Company.  In 
the  performance  of  the  duties  which  thus  devolve  upon  him  he  exhibits  a  keen 
business  sagacity  remarkable  in  one  of  his  years,  and  the  spirit  of  enthusiasm 
and  enterprise  which  marked  his  initiation  into  the  business  world  is  still  a 

salient  quality  in  his  career,  prompting  him  to  exert  his  best  energies  in  the 

conduct  of  the  business  interests  intrusted  to  his  care. 

On  the  23d  of  April,  1910,  Mr.  Spencer  laid  the  foundation  for  a  happy 
home  of  his  own  by  his  marriage  to  Miss  Fern  C.  Clark,  daughter  of  Henry 

C.  Clark,  a  native  of  Iowa,  within  whose  borders  his  entire  life  has  been  spent. 

He  is  now  a  resident  of  Cedar  Rapids  where  he  is  well  known  as  a  furniture 
dealer.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Spencer  make  their  home  at  1802  High  street,  Des  Moines, 
and  are  well  known  socially  among  the  younger  residents  of  this  city.  Mrs. 
Spencer  is  a  member  of  the  Christian  church  while  politically  Mr.  Spencer  is  a 
stalwart  advocate  of  republican  principles.  He  is  a  public-spirited  young  man, 
interested  in  all  those  subjects  which  bear  upon  the  welfare  of  his  native  city, 
and  is  a  firm  believer  in  progress  along  all  lines.  He  has  gained  an  enviable 
place  for  himself  in  business  circles,  his  record  being  all  the  more  creditable 
because  of  the  fact  that  although  he  has  but  recently  attained  his  majority — a 
period  in  life  when  most  young  men  are  preparing  to  cross  the  threshhold  of 
the  business  world — he  has  already  established  himself  well  on  the  way  to  suc¬ 
cess  and  the  excellent  progress  which  he  has  made  seems  to  augur  well  for 
continued  prosperity  in  the  future. 


ALFRED  H.  McVEY. 

The  members  of  the  McVey  family  in  America  are  all  descended  from  a 
common  Scotch  ancestry ;  the  name  being  spelled  by  different  families  in  several 
ways,  McVey,  McYay,  McVeigh,  MacVey,  MacVeigh,  the  original  spelling  being 
MacVeagh.  The  American  branch  originally  emigrated  from  Scotland  to  the 
north  of  Ireland  and  from  there  to  America.  The  ancestors  of  the  subject  of 
this  sketch  were  in  the  vanguard  of  the  great  Scotch-Irish  emigration  to  Amer¬ 
ica,  which  later  furnished  so  many  distinguished  statesmen,  jurists,  clergymen 
and  warriors  to  the  public  service ;  and  citizens  of  distinction  in  all  departments 
of  life.  No  less  than  five  Presidents  of  the  United  States  were  of  Scotch-Irish 
ancestry. 

Alfred  Henry  McVey,  a  member  of  the  family  above  referred  to,  is  a  native 
of  Fayette  county,  Ohio.  His  ancestors  came  to  America  when  but  few  people 
lived  on  its  eastern  border.  Their  arrival  antedates  what  is  usually  denominated 
Colonial  Times.  They  preceded  the  arrival  of  William  Penn,  emigrating  to 
America  in  the  year  1656.  They  ultimately  settled  in  Virginia  and  Pennsylvania. 
His  grandfather,  James  McVey,  removed  from  Washington  county,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  where  his  father  was  born,  to  Southern  Ohio  in  the  year  1809.  On  the 
maternal  side  Mr.  McVey  is  descended  from  an  old  English  family,  which  located 
in  what  is  now  the  state  of  New  Jersey  about  the  middle  of  the  seventeenth  cen¬ 
tury.  His  maternal  grandfather,  Marmaduke  Eastlack,  removed  from  the  state 
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of  New  Jersey  more  than  one  hundred  years  ago,  with  his  family  to  Southern 
Ohio,  where  he  lived  to  the  age  of  ninety  years;  these  ancestors  on  both  sides 
were  people  of  property  and  were  influential  citizens. 

Mr.  McVey’s  preliminary  education  was  acquired  in  the  common  schools  of 
Ohio;  he  was  prepared  for  college  at  the  Southwestern  Normal  School  at  Leba¬ 
non,  Ohio.  These  studies  were  interrupted  during  the  Civil  war,  when  though 
a  mere  boy,  he  enlisted  and  served  as  a  volunteer  in  the  Seventy-ninth  Ohio 
Volunteer  Infantry.  Afterward  he  entered  the  Ohio  Wesleyan  University  at 
Delaware,  from  which  college  he  graduated  with  high  honors.  He  was  imme¬ 
diately  elected  a  teacher  in  that  institution,  but  this  position  he  soon  resigned, 
and  entered  upon  the  study  of  the  law  becoming  a  student  of  the  law  depart¬ 
ment  of  Cincinnati  College,  the  oldest  law  school  west  of  the  Alleghanies,  and 
which  numbers  among  its  alumni  some  of  the  most  distinguished  lawyers  of  the 
country,  including  President  Taft.  Mr.  McVey  graduated  from  this  institution, 
and  first  opened  a  law  office  at  Wilmington,  Ohio,  and  there  at  once  secured  a 
successful  practice;  later  on  he  removed  to  the  city  of  Toledo,.  where  in  addition 
to  local  practice  he  devoted  his  attention  more  especially  to  business  in  the  United 
States  courts,  and  was  for  several  years  general  counsel  for  the  Toledo,  Cincin¬ 
nati  &  St.  Louis  Railroad  Company,  “Now  the  Clover  Leaf  Route.”  But  the 
west,  and  especially  Iowa,  had  a  great  attraction  for  Mr.  McVey,  and  in  1882  he 
came  to  Des  Moines  with  the  intention  of  making  it  his  permanent  home,  and 
here  he  still  resides. 

Judge  McVey  has  for  many  years  been  engaged  in  the  trial  of  important 
cases.  His  practice  has  frequently  called  him  to  adjoining  states,  and  few  law¬ 
yers  have  tried  more  cases  in  the  courts  of  last  resort ;  many  of  them  being  cases 
involving  serious  questions  of  law,  and  of  .large  pecuniary  interests.  . 

Judge  McVey  served  five  years  as  district  judge  of  the  Ninth  Judicial  district, 
Des*  Moines,  where  his  scholarship,  legal  attainments,  and  uniform  courtesy  were 
favorably  recognized,  by  both  the  legal  profession  and  the  general  public.  After 
his  retirement  from  the  bench  he  resumed  the  practice  of  the  law,  which  he  still 
continues. 

In  January,  1869,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Anna  Holmes,  a  lady  of  education, 
rare  force  of  character  and  lovable  disposition.  The  branch  of  the  Holmes  fam¬ 
ily  from  which  she  is  descended  is  among  the  very  oldest  families  in  America. 
She  is  the  daughter  of  Rev.  William  Holmes,  and  a  direct  descendant  of  Rev. 
Obadiah  Holmes,  who  came  from  England  in  1639,  and  settled  at  Salem,  Massa¬ 
chusetts.  He  was,  with  Roger  Williams,  the  founder  of  the  Baptist  church  in 
America,  and  one  of  the  original  proprietors  of  Colonial  New  Jersey,  where  with 
others  he  secured  very  extensive  land  grants  and  patents,  from  the  English 
crown.  These  estates  embraced  one-third  of  what  is  now  the  state  of  New 

Jersey. 

He  located  his  sons  on  these  extensive  estates  where  a  large  number  of  their 
descendants  still  reside,  being  among  the  wealthy  and  influential  citizens  of  the 
state.  The  father  of  Mrs.  McVey  removed  to  the  state  of  Ohio  in  1835,  where 
he  recently  died  at  an  advanced  age,  as  a  highly  respected,  useful  and  honored 

citizen. 

Both  the  McVey  and  Holmes  families  are  among  the  very  oldest  in  America. 
The  first  members  of  these  families  located  in  what  is  now  the  United  States 
long  before  the  colonial  governments  were  organized,  they  have  been  efficient 
forces  for  nearly  three  hundred  years,  during  which  time  they  have  borne  their 
full  share  of  the  hardships,  responsibilities  and  successes  attending  the  first  set¬ 
tlements  in  America,  and  on  down  through  the  colonial  revoltuionary  and  national 

epochs. 

Mr  and  Mrs.  McVey  have  five  children.  Frank  L.  graduated  from  the  Ohio 
Wesleyan  University  in  1893,  and  from  Yale  University  in  1896,  with  the  degree 
of  Ph.  D.,  and  was  for  some  time  a  professor  of  political  economy  in  the  Uni- 
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versity  of  Minnesota.  He  is  now  president  of  the  University  of  North  Dakota, 
which  is  rapidly  developing  into  one  of  the  great  state  universities.  Edmund  is 
also  a  graduate  of  Yale,  where  he  gained  high  honors,  and  was  presented  with  a 
gold  medal  by  the  alumni  of  the  university  on  the  occasion  of  winning  the  great 
debate  between  Yale  and  Princeton  Universities.  He  is  now  a  successful  lawyer 
of  Kansas  City.  William  P.  is  a  graduate  of  Des  Moines  College,  and  of  Drew 
Theological  Seminary  at  Madison,  New  Jersey,  where  he  took  first  honors,  and 
a  fellowship,  and  afterwards  was  a  student  at  the  University  of  Leipsic,  Germany, 
and  is  now  president  of  Hedding  College,  Illinois.  Kate,  the  only  daughter  is  a 
graduate  of  Woman’s  College,  Baltimore,  Maryland,  and  is  a  post-graduate  of 
the  University  of  Minnesota.  She  is  now  the  wife  of  Judge  John  G.  Park,  and 
resides  in  Kansas  City,  Missouri.  Charles  H.,  the  youngest  son,  a  former  stu¬ 
dent  of  the  University  of  Minnesota,  and  a  world-wide  traveler,  having  recently 
returned  from  a  trip  around  the  world,  is  now  a  student  of  law  at  Boise,  Idaho, 
where  he  expects  to  practice  his  profession. 

Judge  McVey  resides  on  his  country  place,  Lindenwood,  adjoining  the  city 
limits  of  Des  Moines  on  the  west,  in  a  large  and  well  appointed  house,  with  mod¬ 
ern  conveniences,  located  on  a  lawn  of  several  acres  decorated  with  a  growth  of 
fine  trees  consisting  of  hard  maples,  linden,  elm  and  many  other  varieties ;  sur¬ 
rounded  by  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  fertile  land,  consisting  of  groves, 
blue  grass,  pastures,  and  well  tilled  fields,  which  constitute  an  almost  ideal  resi¬ 
dence  setting.  The  rooms  in  this  residence  are  very  commodious,  and  on  every 
day  of  the  year  cool  enough  to  make  its  warmth  pleasant.  There  burns  in  one 
or  more  of  the  large  fireplaces  a  wood  fire,  making  cheerful,  as  no  other  mode  of 
heating  can,  the  rooms  of  a  country  house,  and  supplying  the  furnaces  below  with 
additional  warmth  and  ventilation. 

In  this  home  Judge  McVey  has  collected  one  of  the  most  select  and  valuable 
private  libraries  in  the  west.  The  hours  which  are  usually  devoted  to  pleasure 
or  recreation  he  has  utilized  in  study,  his  acquaintance  with  the  best  books  and 
general  literature  is  extensive,  and  his  scholarly  attainments  are  generally  recog¬ 
nized. 


WILLIAM  HARRISON  LANGAN. 

William  Harrison  Langan,  president  of  the  Langan  Brothers  Company, 
wholesale  dealers  in  paper  and  wooden  ware,  is  one  of  Des  Moines’  veteran  busi¬ 
ness  men,  having  been  an  acfive  factor  in  the  city’s  commercial  and  financial  de¬ 
velopment  for  nearly  a  third  of  a  century.  The  methods  he  has  pursued  have 
commended  him  to  the  confidence  and  good-will  of  all  and  through  close  applica¬ 
tion  to  business  and  capable  management  he  has  been  largely  instrumental  in  devel¬ 
oping  a  commercial  enterprise  of  large  and  profitable  proportions  and  at  the 
same  time  has  extended  his  operations  into  other  fields. 

A  native  of  .Pennsylvania,  Mr.  Langan  was  born  in  Washington  county,  on 
the  2 1 st  of  April,  1.840,  his  parents  being  John  and  Hannah  (Mason)  Langan, 
who  were  also  natives  of  the  same  county,  whence  they  removed  to  Huron 
county,  Ohio,  in  the  year  1844.  In  1863  they  came  to  Iowa,  settling  in  Wapello 
county,  where  they  remained  for  two  years,  on  the  expiration  of  which  period 
they  took  up  their  abode  in  Monroe,  Jasper  county,  in  1865.  There  the  mother 
died  in  the  year  1882,  while  the  death  of  John  Langan  occurred  in  Des  Moines 
in  1886. 

William  H.  Langan,  taken  by  his  parents  to  Ohio  when  but  four  years  of 
age,  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  that  state  and,  entering  business  life, 
became  connected  with  the  dry-goods  trade  in  Ohio.  He  was  a  young  man  of 
twenty-three  years  when,  in  1863,  he  came  with  the  family  to  Iowa.  For  six 
years  thereafter  he  engaged  in  farming  and  stock-raising  in  Jasper  county  and 
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then  again  entered  the  commercial  field,  devoting  eight  years  to  the  conduct  of 
a  dry-goods  business  in  Monroe.  Removing  to  Des  Moines,  he  has.  for  the  past 
thirty  years  been  engaged  in  the  wholesale  papei  business  in  this  city  under  the 
firm  "style  of*  Langan  Brothers,  and  the  later  corporate  name  of  Langan  Broth¬ 
ers  Company.  The  business,  begun  on  a  small  scale,  has  been  .developed,  sub¬ 
stantially  along  well  defined  lines  of  labor  and  in  accordance  with  the  strictest 
commercial  ethics.  Promptness  and  reliability  have  always  been  chaiacteiistic 
of  the  house  in  its  dealings  with  its  patrons,  and  the  firm  name  is  today  an  hon¬ 
ored  one  in  trade  circles  where  paper  and  wooden  ware  are  in  use. 

Mr.  Langan  is  an  advocate  of  cooperation  as  a  business  principle.  With  the 
change  from  a  partnership  to  a  corporation  Charles  N.  Pierce,  George  B.  Voor- 
hees  and  Frank  L.  Townsend,  long-time  employes  of  the  house,  became  active 
members  of  the  organization,  William  H.  and  Thomas  M.  Langan  being  chosen 
president  and  vice  president  respectively.  The  success  of  the  business  is  due  to 
the  labors  of  all,  for  the  activities  of  one  ably  supplement  and  round  out  the 
efforts  of  the  other  and  the  firm  is  a  well  balanced  one  in  administrative  direc¬ 
tion  and  executive  force.  The  brother,  Thomas  M.  Langan,  was  a  soldier  in  the 
Civil  war,  serving  in  the  One  Hundred  and  Sixty-third  Regiment  of  Ohio  In¬ 
fantry. 

In  addition  to  his  connection  with  the  wholesale  paper  and  wooden  wai  e 
trade,  William  H.  Langan  is  a  director  of  the  Kratzer  Carriage  Company,  of 
Des  Moines  and  also  a  director  in  the  Central  State  Bank.  His  opinions  on  im¬ 
portant  questions  of  business  are  sound  and  his  judgment  disci iminating  and  his 
initiative  spirit  has  led  to  the  formulation  of  new  plans,  which  have  proven  re¬ 
sultant  in  the  attainment  of  success.  .  . 

In  Springport,  New  Tork,  Mr.  Langan  was  mariied  to  Miss  Frances  Eliz¬ 
abeth  Tone,  a  daughter  of  Lewis  and  Olive  Tone.  Mrs.  Langan  was.  born  in 
Cayuga  county,  New  York,  and  for  several  years  was  a  lesident  of  Ohio.  The 
children  of  this  marriage  are  John  T.,  Lewis  M.,  Charles  C.  and  Mabel  Langan. 

The  parents  are  identified  with  the  Plymouth  Congregational  church  of  Des 
Moines,  of  which  Mr.  Langan  has  been  a  member  for  thirty  years.  He  has  al¬ 
ways  been  a  loyal  republican  and  has  been  a  member  of  Giant  Club  of  Des 
Moines  from  its  organization  to  the  present  time.  He  is  a  member  and  was  one 
of  the  organizers  of  the  Des  Moines  Commercial  Club,  and  has  served  at  various 
times  on  the  board  of  directors.  In  matters  of  citizenship  he  biings  to  bear  the 
same  sound  judgment  and  sagacity  that  characterize  his  business  life,  and  with 
equal  firmness  of  purpose  he  works  for  that  which  he  believes  to  be  for  t  e 
best  interest  of  the  community  at  large.  While  his  life  history  is  less  spectacu¬ 
lar  than  that  of  the  political  or  military  leader,  the  dominating  elements  m  his 
career — industry,  determination  and  integrity — are  no  less  essential  and  no  less 
valuable  in  the  country’s  progress. 


WILLIAM  MED  ILL  BAIR,  M.  D. 

Unlike  many  members  of  the  medical  profession  Dr.  William  Medill  Bair 
has  never  specialized  in  any  particular  field,  but  has  continued  in  the  general 
practice  of  medicine  and  has  done  excellent  work  in  this  connection.  As  a  fam¬ 
ily  physician  he  is  widely  known  and  the  excellent  results  of  .  his  labors  have 
made  his  services  in  large  demand.  Ohio  numbers  him  as  a  native  son,  his  birth 
having  occurred  in  Bucyrus  on  the  21st  of  January,  1856.  His  paients,  Levi 
and  Barbara  (Cramer)  Bair,  were  natives  of  Germany  and  the  former  was  a 
son  of  Adam  Bair,  of  the  same  land. 

Dr.  Bair  has  been  a  resident  of  Iowa  since  June,  1870,  residing  m  Humboldt 
county  with  his  parents  who  were  owners  of  farm  lands  there.  He  completed 
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his  public  school  education  by  study  in  the  high  school  of  Marion,  Ohio,  and  later 
attended  the  Humboldt  (Iowa)  College.  His  professional  training  was  begun  in 
Humboldt  county  about  1874  under  a  preceptor  and  he  has  continued  his  studies 
to  the  present  day.  His  college  training  was  received  in  the  medical  department 
of  the  Iowa  University  and  the  medical  department  of  the  Nebraska  University, 
where  he  won  the  M.  D.  degree  in  1884.  He  also  attended  the  Ensworth  Med¬ 
ical  College  and  Hospital  at  St.  Joseph,  Missouri,  where  the  M.  D.  degree  was 
conferred  upon  him  in  1886.  He  has  done  post-graduate  work  in  Rush  Medical 
College  of  Chicago  and  as  a  physician  and  surgeon  has  proven  his  ability  in  vari¬ 
ous  connections  where  complex  professional  problems  have  arisen.  As  he  has 
prospered  Dr.  Bair  has  made  investment  in  real  estate. 

On  the  20th  of  March,  1881,  in  Fremont,  Mahaska  county,  Iowa,  Dr.  Bair 
was  married  to  Miss  Rose  Cook,  a  daughter  of  Dr.  S.  S.  and  Sarah  (Eastburn) 
Cook,  who  came  of  good  old  Quaker  and  English  stock.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Bair 
have  the  following  children :  William  P.,  an  attorney  of  Des  Moines,  who  mar¬ 
ried  Mabel  Y .  Dunbar ;  Philip  A.,  a  farmer  of  Letcher,  South  Dakota,  who  mar¬ 
ried  Elsie  McCurdy;  Carl  M.,  who  married  Hazel  Collins  and  is  engaged  in 
teaching  in  Des  Moines;  and  Fred  Harrison,  a  student  at  Iowa  College,  Grin¬ 
ned,  Iowa.  The  parents  hold  membership  in  the  Central  Presbyterian  church 
of  Des  Moines  and  reside  at  No.  1122  Sixth  avenue,  their  pleasant  home  being 
the  abode  of  warm-hearted  hospitality  which  is  freely  extended  to  their  many 
friends.  The  Doctor  is  winning  success  through  his  professional  and  business 
activities  and  displays  notable  sound  judgment  in  his  real-estate  imvestments 
which  are  bringing  to  him  a  substantial  financial  return. 


MRS.  MARY  E.  BIEGHLER. 

'Sirs.  Mary  E.  Bieghler,  who  lives  in  Madison  township  and  is  a  widow  of  the 
late  Harrison  H.  Bieghler,  was  born  on  the  30th  of  October,  1847,  in  Licking 
county,  Ohio,  and  is  a  daughter  of  W.  B.  and  Eliza  (Moore)  Hanger.  The 
father  was  a  native  of  Virginia  and  the  mother  of  Ohio,  but  they  located  in  Illi¬ 
nois  about  1856.  and  there  the  father  died  four  years  later,  at  the  age  of  fifty- 
three  years. .  The  mother  and  daughter  again  started  west  in  the  spring  of  1861 
and  settled  in  Polk  county,  Iowa,  where  the  mother  passed  away  in  1904,  having 
reached  the  venerable  age  of  ninety-two  years. 

In  1865  Miss  Hanger  became  the  wife  of  Harrison  H.  Bieghler,  who  was 
born  near  Darlington,  Indiana,  on  the  6th  of  December,  1839.  His  parents, 
Solomon  and  Magdalena  Bieghler,  were  natives  of  Germany,  who  came  to 
America  in  their  youth  and  were  married  in  Ohio,  after  which  they  removed  to 
Indiana.  In  1849  they  came  to  Iowa  and  located  on  a  farm  in  this  county,  where 
they  passed  away,  the  father  in  1881,  at  the  age  of  eighty-three  years,  and  the 
mother  in  1884,  at  the  same  age.  They  were  the  parents  of  eleven  children,  the 
son  Harrison  being  the  ninth  in  the  order  of  birth. 

Harrison  H.  Bieghler  received  a  common  school  education,  remaining  under 
the  paternal  roof  until  he  had  reached  the  age  of  nineteen  years,  at  which  time 
the  wonderful  stories  he  heard  of  the  fortunes  made  in  western  mining  camps 
proved  too  alluring  and  in  1859  started  with  a  company  of  enthusiastic  gold 
seekers  for  California,  crossing  the  plains  with  an  ox  team.  He  remained  on 
the  western  coast  for  two  years  and  in  1861  he  returned  by  the  water  route.  In 
less  than  one  year  he  enlisted  in  Company  B,  Twenty-third  Iowa  Volunteer  In¬ 
fantry,.  and  went  south  in  defense  of  the  Union.  He  saw  much  active  service, 
remaining  at  the  front  almost  three  years,  and  was  wounded  in  the  arm  at  the 
Battle  of  Spanish  Fort,  Alabama,  which  necessitated  his  being  sent  to  the  hos¬ 
pital  at  New  Orleans,  where  he  remained  about  six  weeks.  He  was  present  at 
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the  siege  of  Vicksburg  and  all  other  engagements  in  which  his  regiment  partici¬ 
pated,  being  promoted  to  the  rank  of  corporal  during  the  period  of  his  service, 
and  mustered  out  as  such  at  Davenport  at  the  close  of  the  war.  He  was  at  home^ 
on  a  furlough  when  his  regiment  received  their  final  discharge. 

After  returning  from  the  war,  Mr.  Bieghler  purchased  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  of  land  in  Madison  township,  which  he  farmed  for  twenty  years,  and  then 
sold  the  property  and  bought  one  hundred  and  seventy  acres  on  sections  21  and 
28  of  the  same  township,  where  his  widow  still  resides.  He  engaged  in  general 
farming  and  stock-raising,  making  a  specialty  of  buying  and  feeding  cattle  for 
the  market,  in  which  undertakings  he  met  with  a  fair  degree  of  success.  He 
passed  away  in  1903  and  was  laid  to  rest  in  the  cemetery  at  Hopkins  Grove,  this 

county. 

Seven  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bieghler.  Arthur  C.,  the  eldest, 
after  completing  the  course  of  study  in  the  district  schools,  attended  the  Des 
Moines  Business  College  for  two  years  and  is  now  manager  of  the  Mitchell 
Automobile  Company,  Chicago.  He  is  married  and  has  one  child.  Harry  N., 
who  also  received  a  commercial  education,  later  learned  the  barber’s  trade,  which 
he  is  now  following  in  Los  Angeles,  California.  He  married  Miss  Abbie  Wiley, 
of  Madrid,  Iowa,  and  has  three  children.  Oscar  E.  is  also  married  and  has  two 
children.  After  graduating  from  the  pharmacy  department  of  Highland  Park 
College,  Des  Moines,  he  engaged  in  farming  near  Ankeny,  this  county,  where 
he  continued  to  reside.  Enoch  B.,  a  graduate  of  the  Iowa  Business  College,  is 
employed  by  the  Interurban  Railway  Company  of  Des  Moines,  in  which  city  he 
is  living.  Walter  E.,  who  also  acquired  a  commercial  education,  married  Miss 
Elizabeth  McLean,  of  this  county,  where  they  reside,  and  they  have  one  child. 
Roscoe  W.,  a  graduate  of  the  Des  Moines  high  school.  Alice  E.,  the  youngest 
child  and  only  daughter,  passed  away  at  the  age  of  twenty-two  years. 

The  family  always  attended  the  services  of  the  University  Church  of  Christ 
in  Des  Moines,  of  which  the  father  and  mother  were  both  members.  The  father 
was  a  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity  and  he  was  also  identified  with  the  local 
post  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  under  the  auspices  of  which  organiza¬ 
tion  his  funeral  services  were  conducted.  He  was  a  man  possessed  of  many 
sterling  qualities,  and  although  nearly  a  decade  has  elapsed  since  his  demise,  he 
is  still  remembered  in  the  community  where  he  resided  and  spoken  of  in  terms 
of  the  highest  respect.  Mrs.  Bieghler  and  the  two  youngest  sons,  Waltei  E.  and 
Roscoe  W.,  live  on  the  old  homestead  where  they  engage  in  general  farming 
and  stock-raising.  She  has  lived  in  this  county  for  fifty  years,  during  which  time 
she  has  made  many  friends,  owing  to  her  gracious  manner  and  kindly  spiiit, 
whose  regard  has  increased  with  the  passing  years. 


HOWARD  W.  BYERS. 


Howard  W.  Byers  occupies  a  central  place  on  the  stage  of  public  activity, 
making  his  impress  felt  upon  the  political  situation  of  the  state  and  also  upon  the 
proceedings  of  the  bar.  For  several  years  he  has  been  regaided  as  one  of  the 
most  distinguished  lawyers  of  Shelby  county  and  has  been  called  upon  to  fill  sev¬ 
eral  positions  of  honor  and  trust,  now  serving  as  attorney  general  of  the  state. 
A  native  of  Wisconsin,  he  was  born  in  Woodstock,  Richland  county,  on  tne  25th 
of  December,  1856,  of  American  parentage,  and,  like  most  boys,  his  education 
was  obtained  mainly  in  the  common  schools.  It  was  in  1873  that  he  accompanied 
his  parents  on  their  removal  from  Wisconsin  to  Iowa,  the  family  locating  in 
Hancock  county,  where  he  spent  four  years.  In  1877  he  became  a  lesident  of 
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Shelby  county  and  his  home  has  since  been  in  Harlan  with  the  exception  of  three 
years  spent  at  Earling. 

Mr.  Byers  began  life  for  himself  as  a  farm  laborer,  devoting  his  time  to  that 
occupation  from  his  fifteenth  to  his  twentieth  year.  Having  obtained  a  good 
practical  education,  he  next  engaged  in  teaching  school  for  about  five  years  and 
was  subsequently  employed  as  clerk  in  a  general  store  until  thirty  years  of  age. 
We  next  find  him  as  a  law  clerk  and  student  and  after  two  years’  preparation  he 
was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1888  and  has  since  practiced  in  Harlan.  As  time  passed 
he  secured  a  liberal  and  representative  clientage  and  was  soon  recognized  as  one 
of  the  most  prominent  lawyers  of  that  section  of  the  state.  He  has  been  con¬ 
nected  with  various  important  cases  and  his  law  business  has  brought  him  promi¬ 
nently  before  the  public  in  a  professional  capacity. 

Not  only  as  a  prominent  representative  of  the  bar  is  Mr.  Byers  known  in 
Iowa,  but  he  is  also  recognized  as  a  leader  in  republican  politics.  He  was  elected 
a  member  of  the  twenty-fifth  general  assembly  and  served  as  speaker  of  the 
house  during  the  twenty-sixth  regular  and  extra  sessions.  He  was  also  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  twenty-eighth  general  assembly  and  in  1898  was  a  candidate  for  con¬ 
gress  from  the  ninth  district  and  lacked  only  seven  votes  of  the  nomination.  He 
v  as  made  chairman  of  the  republican  state  convention  held  at  Cedar  Rapids  when 
Governor  Cummins  was  first  nominated  for  chief  executive  of  the  state  and 
was  temporary  chairman  of  the  state  convention  held  in  Des  Moines  in  March, 
1908.  Recognizing  his  ability  as  a  member  of  the  legal  profession,  he  was  chosen 
attorney  general  in  November,  1906,  and  so  acceptably  did  he  fill  that  position 
that  he  was  reelected  in  1908.  He  is  a  republican  of  the  progressive  type,  but 
ne\er  allows  party  interests  to  interfere  with  the  discharge  of  any  public  duty 
that  devolves  upon  him  and  is  a  man  who  commands  the  confidence  and  high 
regard  of  all  with  whom  he  comes  in  contact  either  in  public  or  private  life.  He 
is  particularly  alive  to  the  interests  and  vital  questions  of  the  day,  whether  of  a 
professional  or  political  nature,  and  his  labors  and  efforts  have  been  of  a  most 
practical  character,  while  at  the  same  time  he  works  toward  high  ideals. 


CAROLYN  M.  OGILVIE. 

Carolyn  M. .  Ogilvie,  who  established  and  now  publishes  and  edits  the  Mid¬ 
western  Magazine  at  Des  Moines,  a  paper  devoted  to  the  development  of  the 
middle  west,  is  a  native  of  Oskaloosa,  Iowa,  and  a  daughter  of  Dr.  Robert  A. 
McAyeal,  D.  D.  She  traces  her  ancestry  back  to  the  Baliols  of  Scotland  on  one 
side  and  to  William  the  Conqueror  on  the  other,  and  also  to  the  Waldenses  and 
the  Huguenots..  Her  father,  who  came  of  Scotch-Irish  ancestry,  was  a  man  of 
superior  education  and  of  the  highest  manhood.  He  became  a  pioneer  of  Iowa 
and  was  a  power  in  politics  from  1858  on  through  the  period  of  the  Civil  war. 
He  wedded  Mary  Ellen  Sharpe,  a  representative  of  the  Sharpe  family  of  Mary¬ 
land,  of  notable  ancestry.  Mrs.  McAyeal  survives  and  is  now  a  resident  of 
Amesbury,  Massachusetts. 

Reared  in  Oskaloosa,  Carolyn  Margaret  McAyeal  was  graduated  from  the 
high  school  of  her  native  city  and  afterward  from  the  high  school  of  Lawrence, 
Massachusetts,  subsequent  to  which  time  she  pursued  a  course  in  the  Monmouth 
(Illinois).  College.  Broadly  educated,  she  became  a  high  school  teacher,  devot¬ 
ing  her  life  to  that  work  prior  to  her  marriage,  which  was  celebrated  in  Law¬ 
rence,  Massachusetts,  in  1888.  She  has  for  a  number  of  vears  been  prominent 
in.  journalistic  circles  of  the  state,  having  purchased  and  managed  the  Mail  and 
Times  of  Des  Moines,  with  which  she  was  thus  connected  from  1903  until  1906. 
In  the  following  year  she  began  the  publication  of  the  Midwestern  Magazine,  now 
in  its  fifth  volume.  This  publication  is  devoted  to  the  development  of  the  middle 
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west  and  has  met  with  phenomenal  success  both  in  the  accomplishment  of  its 
purpose  and  in  its  financial  results. 

Mrs.  Ogilvie  is  prominently  known  in  literary  and  club  circles.  She  belongs 
to  the  Eastern  Star  and  the  P.  E.  O.  Society,  having  previously  served  as  presi¬ 
dent  of  Chapter  Q.  She  is  likewise  president  of  the  Newspaper  Women's  Club 
of  Des  Moines  and  ex-president  of  the  Iowa  Press  and  Authors  Association  and 
of  the  Abigail  Adams  Chapter,  D.  A.  R.  She  is  entitled  to  membership  in  nearly 
all  of  the  patriotic  societies  of  America  through  ancestral  connection.  She  is 
likewise  a  member  of  six  other  clubs  and  belongs  to  both  the  East  and  West  Side 
Commercial  Clubs  of  Des  Moines.  Her  religious  faith  is  that  of  the  Christian 
Science  church.  Superior  intellect  combined  with  practical  purpose  has  made 
her  work  at  all  times  an  effective  force  for  good. 


OSCAR  STRAUSS. 

Oscar  Strauss  needs  no  introduction  to  the  readers  of  this  volume,  for  he  is 
a  representative  of  one  of  the  old  and  prominent  families  of  the  city  and,  more¬ 
over,  has  established  himself  as  an  able  representative  of  the  bar.  He  was  born 
in  Des  Moines,  September  23,  1876,  his  parents  being  Moses  and  Nannie 
(Schloss)  Strauss,  of  whom  extended  mention  is  made  elsewhere  in  this 
volume.  His  education  was  acquired  in  the  public  schools  and,  passing  through 
consecutive  grades,  he  was  graduated  from  the  Des  Moines  high  school  with  the 
class  of  1894.  He  afterward  entered  the  State  University  of  Michigan  at  Ann 
Arbor,  where  he  won  his  Bachelor  of  Philosophy  degree  on  the  completion  of  the 
scientific  course  in  1896.  He  took  up  preparation  for  the  practice  of  law  in  the 
Iowa  State  University  and  was  graduated  in  1899  with  the  LL.B.  degree.  Im¬ 
mediately  afterward  he  located  in  Des  Moines  and  has  built  up  a  good  practice. 
He  has  not  sought  the  assistance  of  partnership  relations,  but  has  remained  alone, 
and  his  worth  and  ability  have  commended  him  to  the  professional  support  of 
the  public  and  he  is  now  accorded  a  liberal  clientage  which  is  constantly  increas¬ 
ing  in  volume  and  importance.  He  is  interested  in  politics  and  public  matters 
and  his  cooperation  can  always  be  counted  upon  to  further  any  movement  for 
the  general  good,  yet  the  major  portion  of  his  time  is  given  to  professional  duties, 
and  his  devotion  to  his  clients’  interests  is  proverbial. 

Mr.  Strauss  votes  with  the  republican  party  and  fraternally  is  connected  with 
the  Masons  and  the  Elks,  his  membership  in  the  former  being  with  Capital 
Lodge,  No.  no,  A.  F.  &  A.  M. ;  Des  Moines  Consistory,  S.  P.  R.  S. ;  and  Za-Ga- 
Zig  Temple,  of  the  Mystic  Shrine.  He  is  rated  as  one  of  the  most  respected  and 
popular  young  men  of  the  capital  city. 


THOMAS  L.  HOSMER. 

Mr.  T.  L.  Hosmer,  one  of  the  well  known  young  business  men  of  Des  Moines, 
is  associated  with  his  father  in  the  Hawkeye  Transfer  &  Storage  Company. 
Mr.  Hosmer  was  born  at  Carsonville,  Michigan,  December  16,.  1885. 

Upon  graduating  from  the  high  school,  he  attended  Grinnell  College  for 
two  and  one-half  years.  The  two  years  following  his  departure  from  college 
were  given  to  the  advertising  business,  his  first  position  being  on  the  advertising 
staff  of  the  Daily  News,  and  later  as  advertising  manager  for  Chase  &  West 
Furniture  Company,  being  the  first  man  they  ever  had  to  give  his  entire  time 
to  their  work.  In  1900  he  severed  his  connection  with  that  firm  and  entered 
upon  the  duties  of  his  present  position. 
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In  1909  Mr.  Hosmer  wedded  Miss  Grace  W.  Brookmiller,  a  daughter  of  Mr. 
F.  H.  Brookmiller,  of  this  city. 

He  takes  great  interest  in  church  and  Sunday  school  work,  for  the  past  four 
years  having  had  charge  of  the  boys  department  of  the  Highland  Park  Presby¬ 
terian  church.  The  sincerity  and  excellent  results  of  Mr.  Hosmer’s  work  are 
shown  by  the  remarkable  increase  of  attendance  in  this  department  of  the  Sunday 
school  under  his  supervision. 

Mr.  Hosmer  is  popular  with  the  younger  business  men  of  Des  Moines  and 
among  them  has  many  substantial  friends. 


GRANVILLE  N.  RYAN,  M.  D. 


In  the  front  rank  of  the  medical  profession  of  Des  Moines  stands  Dr.  G.  N. 
Ryan,  one  of  the  most  extensive  practitioners  of  the  city. 

Granville  Nimrod  Ryan  was  born  in  Parmleysville,  Kentucky,  May  23,  1870, 
a  son  of  Thomas  and  Matilda  (Young)  Ryan.  Both  parents  were  natives  of  the 
Blue  Grass  state  and  representatives  of  old  Kentucky  families. 

The  Ryan  family  came  originally  from  Ireland  at  an  early  day,  one  branch 
settling  in  New  York  and  another  in  Virginia.  The  latter  branch  have  been 
largely  professional  men.  The  grandfather  of  our  subject,  Dr.  Wm.  H.  Ryan, 
was  one  of  the  prominent  surgeons  of  southern  Kentucky  and  had  three  brothers 
and  a  son  who  were  also  successful  practitioners.  The  latter,  Dr.  J.  R.  Ryan,  had 
charge  of  one  of  the  large  smallpox  hospitals  in  the  south  during  the  Civil  war, 
and  shortly  after  located  at  Colfax,  Iowa,  where  he  established  a  sanitarium 
known  as  the  Hotel  Ryan,  and  engaged  in  active  practice  for  many  years,  treat¬ 
ing  thousands  of  people  from  all  parts  of  the  country. 

Thomas  Ryan,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  for  many  years  a  general  mer¬ 
chant  at  Parmleysville,  and  was  prominently  identified  with  the  republican  party 
in  Kentucky.  During  the  Civil  war  he  helped  organize  five  regiments  for  the 
Union  army,  and  his  business  suffered  numerous  raids  as  a  northern  sympathizer. 
In  1880  he  came  north  and  located  at  Colfax,  Iowa,  where  he  engaged  in  the 
hotel  business  until  a  few  years  ago  when  he  retired.  He  is  still  living  there,  hav¬ 
ing  attained  the  age  of  79  years. 

Our  subject's  mother,  Matilda  Young,  was  a  daughter  of  E.  J.  Young,  a 
planter  and  large  slave  owner  of  southern  Kentucky,  who  freed  his  slaves  when 
emancipation  became  a  national  issue.  She  died  January  16,  1902,  at  the  age  of 
sixty-two  years. 

Of  the  children  of  Thomas  and  Matilda  Ryan  four  sons  and  one  daughter 
reached  maturity:  William  H.  Ryan,  general  manager  of  the  Penn  Mutual  Insur¬ 
ance  company  at  Brooklyn,  New  York;  George  Ryan,  a  professional  decorator  of 
Kansas  City,  Missouri;  Drs.  Granville  N.  and  Charles  J.  Ryan  of  Des  Moines, 
and  Belle  A.,  wife  or  Marshall  Broughton,  of  Middleborough,  Vermont. 

Granville  N.  Ryan  received  his  early  education  in  the  public  schools  of  Colfax, 
and  after  graduating  from  high  school,  in  1889,  took  a  two-years’  literary  course 
at  Cornell  University.  In  1892  he  entered  Rush  Medical  College,  from  which  he 
graduated  with  the  degree  of  M.  D.  May  22,  1895. 

Owing  to  the  illness  of  his  father,  Dr.  Ryan  was  obliged  to  work  his  way 
through  college,  teaching  in  country  and  public  schools  during  parts  of  each  year 
while  attending  Cornell,  and  working  in  the  drug  store  of  his  uncle,  at  Colfax, 
throughout  his  medical  course.  In  this  latter  connection,  however,  he  received 
more  than  financial  remuneration  as  the  old  doctor  proved  a  valuable  preceptor  in 
his  medical  studies. 
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After  graduation  Dr.  Ryan  received  an  appointment  as  interne  at  St.  Eliza¬ 
beth’s  hospital,  in  Chicago,  where  he  spent  one  year.  He  then  came  to  Des 
Moines  and  has  since  been  engaged  in  the  general  practice  of  medicine  and  surg¬ 
ery  in  this  city,  covering  a  period  of  fifteen  years.  During  this  time  he  has  taken 
various  post-graduate  courses  in  Chicago  and  New  York,  in  special  studies  of 
internal  medicine  and  the  treatment  of  women  and  children. 

His  offices  occupy  a  large  and  well  appointed  suite  in  the  Capitol  City  Bank 
building,  where,  associated  with  his  brother,  Dr.  Charles  J.  Ryan,  one  of  the 
leading  young  surgeons  of  the  city,  he  is  assisted  by  an  able  staff  of  nurses  and 
attendants. 

Dr.  Ryan  has  held  the  chair  of  pediatrics  in  the  medical  department  of  Drake 
University  for  a  number  of  years,  and  is  a  member  of  the  consulting  and  attend¬ 
ing  staffs  of  Mercy  and  the  Methodist  hospitals.  He  is  also  medical  examiner  for 
the  Penn  Mutual,  Northwestern  Life,  and  Des  Moines  Life  Insurance  Companies, 
and  for  various  fraternal  orders.  For  the  past  ten  years  Dr.  Ryan  has  been  in 
attendance  at  the  annual  meetings  of  the  American  Medical  Association  held  in 
various  parts  of  the  country,  and  is  also  a  member  of  the  Polk  County,  Iowa  State 
and  Missouri  Valley  Medical  Societies,  and  the  Des  Moines  Pathological  Society. 

He  has  kept  constantly  in  touch  with  the  advance  of  medical  science  and  has 
been  an  occasional  contributor  to  the  current  literature  of  the  profession  on  the 
subject  of  social  evils,  or  “the  black  plague.” 

In  all  civic  affairs  Dr.  Ryan  has  taken  a  keen  and  active  interest.  With  other 
members  of  the  medical  profession  he  was  active  in  the  establishment  of  the 
Swedish-Lutheran  hospital ;  was  largely  instrumental  in  raising  the  two  hundred 
thousand  dollar  fund  to  keep  Drake  University  at  Des  Moines,  to  which  he  was 
one  of  the  most  liberal  contributors,  and  was  also  active  in  securing  funds  for  the 
erection  of  the  Young  Men’s  Christian  Association  and  the  Young  Women's 
Christian  Association  buildings. 

Dr.  Ryan’s  political  affiliations  are  with  the  republican  party,  while  his  social 
memberships  are  in  the  Country  Club,  Hyperion  Field  and  Motor  Club,  and  the 
Grand  View  Golf  Club.  Fraternally  he  is  a  K.  of  P.,  an  Elk,  and  a  thirty-second 
degree  Scottish  Rite  Mason,  and  a  Shriner. 

On  March  n,  1896,  at  Chicago,  Dr.  Ryan  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Louise  Rowe,  a  celebrated  pianist  and  singer,  who  contracted  consumption  and 
died  April  12,  1900.  June  10,  1903,  he  married  at  Louisville,  Kentucky,  Miss 
Miriam  Pickens,  daughter  of  Dr.  S.  K.  Pickens,  a  prominent  physician  of  x\lbany, 
Kentucky.  For  ten  years  prior  to  her  marriage  Miss  Pickens  had  made  her  home 
with  an  aunt,  Mrs.  James  E.  Chilton,  of  Louisville,  and  had  there  attended  Hamp¬ 
ton  College,  where  she  graduated  in  1901.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Ryan  have  one  son,  Gran¬ 
ville  Chilton  Ryan,  born  June  1,  1906. 

The  family  reside  at  1411  Capitol  Avenue,  opposite  Franklin  Square  Park, 
where  five  years  ago  the  Doctor  built  a  beautiful  home  of  the  Dutch-Colonial  type. 


FRANK  L.  HALL. 

Frank  L.  Hall,  president  of  the  Corn  Belt  Land  &  Loan  Company,  with  head¬ 
quarters  in  Des  Moines,  has  for  many  years  been  actively  interested  in  the  land 
and  loan  business.  He  is  widely  known  as  a  leader  in  a  specialty  in  which  he  has 
from  the  beginning  of  his  business  life  shown  remarkable  adaptability.  He  is 
also  one  of  the  large  land  owners  and  operators  of  Iowa.  He  is  a  native  of 
Monmouth,  Illinois,  and  was  born  June  10,  1865.  The  father,  Michael  Hall,  was 
born  in  Kentucky  and  removed  to  Warren  county,  Illinois,  in  his  boyhood  with 
his  father,  Robert  Hall,  and  other  members  of  the  family.  The  grandfather,  in 
the  early  thirties,  long  before  settling  in  Illinois  made  many  trips  through  Illi- 
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nois,  traveling  on  horseback,  and  acquired  large  land  interests  in  what  is  known 
as  the  military  tract  of  Illinois,  and  other  lands  in  the  vicinity  of  where  Belle¬ 
ville  is  now  located.  He  was  one  of  the  pioneers  of  Warren  county  and  was  a 
leader  in  that  section  in  the  early  days.  Michael  Hall  engaged  in  agriculture  and 
stock-raising  in  Illinois  and  attained  a  goodly  measure  of  success.  He  died  in 
1894.  The  mother  of  our  subject,  Candis  Miller,  before  her  marriage,  was  a 
daughter  of  Barton  Miller  and  removed  from  Kentucky  to  Monmouth,  Illinois, 
with  her  parents  in  her  girlhood.  She  passed  away  in  1894. 

Mr.  Hall,  of  this  review,  received  his  preliminary  education  in  the  public 
schools  of  Monmouth  and  later  attended  college  at  Abingdon,  Illinois.  He  was 
naturally  attracted  to  the  land  business  and  at  the  age  of  nineteen  years,  while 
still  in  school,  began  dealing  in  land.  He  also  engaged  in  general  agriculture  and 
has  ever  since  his  early  manhood  been  identified  with  farming,  stock-raising  and 
the  land  and  loan  business.  He  made  his  headquarters  at  Monmouth  until  eleven 
years  ago,  but  his  business  called  him  to  many  states,  as  he  had  branch  offices  at 
a  number  of  other  points.  In  addition  to  buying  and  selling  land,  he  owned  and 
operated  ranches  and  raised  and  sold  cattle  upon  an  extensive  scale.  In  1901, 
owing  to  its  central  location,  he  removed  to  Des  Moines  and  has  since  continued 
in  the  land,  loan  and  agricultural  business.  He  was  one  of  the  organizers  in  1907 
of  the  Corn  Belt  Land  &  Loan  Company,  of  which  he  has  since  been  president, 
he  and  his  brothers  practically  owning  the  company,  which  is  one  of  the  most 
important  concerns  of  the  kind  in  this  part  of  the  country. 

In  December,  1884,  Mr.  Hall  was  married  to  Miss  Minnie  Younkin,  of  St. 
Louis,  Missouri,  and  three  children  were  born  to  them,  William  Edwin,  Leone 
and  Myrtle.  The  son,  William  Edwin,  is  now  secretary  of  the  Corn  Belt  Land  & 
Loan  Company  and  gives  fine  promise  as  a  business  man.  Mr.  Hall  was  again 
married  in  1901,  to  Miss  Jessie  M.  McCrery,  a  native  of  Monmouth,  Illinois, 
and  to  them  one  child  was  born,  Dorothy.  Politically  he  is  identified  with  the 
democratic  party.  At  Monmouth  he  took  an  active  part  in  politics  and  served 
for  several  years  as  mayor.  He  was  a  Bryan  presidential  elector  in  1900  and 
was  nominated  for  congress,  but  declined  to  make  the  race  on  account  of  im¬ 
portant  private  interests  which  demanded  his  close  attention.  Fraternally  he  is 
connected  with  the  Elks  and  in  religious  belief  with  the  Christian  church.  A  man 
of  unusual  energy  and  force  of  character,  keen  business  judgment  and  large 
executive  ability,  he  has  made  a  success  of  his  business  and  gained  recognition 
as  a  material  factor  in  the  development  of  important  sections  of  the  country. 


NEWTON  LAMB. 

A  man  ever  thoughtful  of  the  comfort  and  happiness  of  others  and  a  safe 
guide  and  advisor,  Newton  Lamb  will  be  remembered  as  a  public-spirited  and 
progressive  citizen  of  Polk  county.  He  was  born  in  Wayne  county,  Indiana, 
August  11,  1818,  coming  of  ancestry  which  has  been  traced  to  the  time  of  Wil¬ 
liam  Wallace,  the  patriot  of  Scotland,  whose  troubles  with  King  Edward  I  of 
England  led  to  his  death.  The  family  originally  lived  in  England  but  on  account 
of  sympathy  with  the  Scottish  cause  removed  to  Perthshire,  Scotland.  James 
Lamb,  the  progenitor  in  America,  came  from  Perthshire  in  1776,.  being  impelled 
by  a  love  of  liberty  and  a  desire  to  assist  the  colonies  in  the  Revolution.  He  fought 
under  General  Greene  and  on  account  of  his  activity  against  the  mother  country 
was  disowned  and  disinherited  by  his  relatives  in  Scotland.  Several,  years  after 
the  Revolutionary  war  he  was  married  to  Hannah  Boone,  a  first  cousin  of  Daniel 
Boone,  of  Kentucky,  and  settled  in  Bourbon  county,  that  state.  He  was  bitterly 
opposed  to  slavery  and  on  account  of  his  opposition  to  this  institution  he  moved 
to  Wayne  county,  Indiana,  in  1811,  where  he  bought  fourteen  hundred  acres 
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of  land,  for  which  he  paid  two  dollars  per  acre.  The  country  was  new  and  the 
woods  abounded  in  wolves,  deer,  bear  and  numerous  other  wild  animals,  Indians 
also  roaming  at  will  and  often  alarming  the  women  of  the  household  by  their 
threatening  appearance.  The  present  city  of  Richmond,  Indiana,  was  then  a 
trading  post  and  a  large  part  of  the  state  was  an  unbroken  wilderness.  Mr. 
Lamb  was  a  soldier  in  the  army  under  General  Anthony  Wayne  and  assisted 
materially  in  promoting  the  advancement  of  the  section  in  which  he  established 
his  home.  He  and  his  sons  built  one  of  the  most  substantial  residences  in  the 
county,  the  building  being  made  of  stone  which  they  were  two  years  in  hauling. 
It  still  stands  and  is  one  of  the  interesting  historical  landmarks  of  Wayne  county. 
The  father  died  at  the  age  of  eighty-five  years  from  injuries  which  he  received 
by  being  thrown  from  a  horse,  and  his  wife  passed  away  at  the  age  of  seventy. 
In  the  family  were  eight  children:  James,  Betsy,  William,  John,  Catharine,  Han¬ 
nah,  Joseph  B.  and  Jane.  William  Lamb,  the  father  of  our  subject,  passed  the 
greater  part  of  his  life  at  Richmond,  Indiana. 

Newton  Lamb  possessed  such  advantages  of  education  as  were  available  in 
the  pioneer  days.  Upon  the  home  farm  he  spent  the  years  of  his  boyhood  and 
later  he  engaged  in  farming  in  his  native  state.  He  was  a  pioneer  of  the  county, 
possessing  a  strong  purpose  and  an  ambition  which  never  faltered  in  the  presence 
of  obstacles.  He  worked  his  way  through  every  difficulty  to  success.  He  culti¬ 
vated  the  soil  and  also  raised  and  fed  stock  and  by  his  good  management  made 
both  branches  of  the  business  profitable. 

At  Richmond,  Indiana,  Mr.  Lamb  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Caroline 
Evans  and  by  this  union  nine  children  were  born :  Harriet,  who  became  Mrs. 
Austin  Garrett;  James,  who  married  Miss  Rebecca  Stockdale;  Casper,  who 
married  Miss  Louisa  Mathews;  Henry,  who  married  Miss  Flora  Brinkerhoff; 
Ira,  who  married  Sadie  Yergy;  Fanny,  who  became  the  wife  of  J.  D.  Finch; 
Orrin ;  Rosanna;  and  Florence,  who  became  Mrs.  Wallace  Maricle.  Casper  died 
at  Sturdivant,  Missouri,  in  1907  at  the  age  of  sixty-one  years. 

Mr.  Lamb  was  called  from  earthly  scenes  in  1892  and  a  large  part  of  his  life 
was  spent  in  converting  the  forest  or  the  prairie  to  the  uses  of  man  and  as  a 
pioneer  he  nobly  performed  his  part.  His  daughter  Rosa,  who  lives  on  part  of 
the  home  place,  tells  of  wolves  carrying  away  pigs  from  under  the  house  while 
the  father  was  absent  on  a  trip  to  the  mill  at  Oskaloosa  to  secure  flour  for  the 
family.  He  voted  for  Martin  Van  Buren  as  president  of  the  United  States  and 
at  the  time  of  the  Civil  war  was  an  earnest  supporter  of  the  Union,  being  like 
his  grandfather  unalterably  opposed  to  slavery.  He  lived  an  industrious,  honest 
and  upright  life  and  gained  the  respect  of  all  who  knew  him. 

It  will  be  interesting  in  this  connection  to  know  something  more  in  detail  of 
the  pioneer  experiences  which  came  to  Mr.  Lamb  and  his  family  following  his 
removal  from  Richmond,  Indiana,  to  Jefferson  county,  Iowa,  in  1841.  He  bought 
a  farm  in  the  vicinity  of  Fairfield  but  in  the  fall  of  1845  sold  that  property  and 
removed  to  the  Raccoon  Forks,  where  he  had  preempted  three  hundred  acres  in 
what  is  now  southeastern  Des  Moines  but  was  then  known  as  the  Sac  and  Fox 
Agency.  On  driving  from  his  former  home  at  Fairfield,  Iowa,  in  a  “prairie 
schooner”  the  weather  was  so  cold  that  the  wagon  cover  had  to  be  pulled  down 
to  keep  out  the  frost.  Shortly  after  reaching  his  new  farm  he  took  up  his  abode 
temporarily  in  a  log  cabin  near  the  present  site  of  the  Agar  packing  plant.  Dur¬ 
ing  the  winter  Mr.  Lamb  built  a  substantial  log  house  on  his  claim  and  the 
following  spring  occupied  it.  The  Indians  were  numerous,  wolves  were  plentiful 
and  there  was  every  evidence  of  frontier  life  but  little  evidence  of  modern  civil¬ 
ization.  The  Indians  in  the  neighborhood  at  that  time  numbered  about  twenty- 
five  hundred.  On  returning  from  their  first  inspection  of  their  new  home  the 
Lamb  family  discovered  an  Indian  sitting  on  his  pony  by  the  gate.  On  another 
occasion  Mrs.  Newton  Lamb  pinned  a  shawl  over  her  head,  got  upon  a  horse 
and  went  to  call  on  a  new  settler.  The  people  whom  she  intended  to  visit  saw 
her  coming  and  barricaded  the  doors  until  satisfied  they  were  not  to  be  attacked 
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by  Indians.  The  relief  and  laugh  that  followed  when  they  found  their  caller  a 
real  white  neighbor  was  talked  of  for  many  years.  Another  neighbor  on  return¬ 
ing  to  her  house  discovered  her  baby  to  be  missing  and  found  the  child  in  the 
Indian  camp,  the  Indians  having  a  great  time  playing  with  the  little  one.  That 
baby  is  now  Mrs.  Cassie  Newcomber  Hardy,  of  Los  Angeles,  California.  The 
social  life  in  which  the  family  engaged  consisted  mainly  of  log  rollings,  corn 
huskings  and  other  such  events,  on  which  occasions  the  few  neighbors  would  get 
together  and  assist  in  the  work  and  visit  at  the  same  time.  Mr.  Lamb,  being  a 
splendid  violinist,  spent  many  evenings  in  playing  to  the  entertainment  of  his 
family  as  well  as  his  lonely  neighbors,  thus  breaking  the  monotonous  sound  of 
the  yelling  Indians  engaged  in  their  war  dances  and  also  the  sound  of  the  night 
prowlers.  The  spinning  wheel  and  carpet  loom  were  among  the  early  features 
in  the  Newton  Lamb  household.  Then,  too,  they  provided  for  the  winter’s  needs 
by  putting  up  great  barrels  of  kraut,  gathering  a  plentiful  supply  of  pumpkins, 
filling  great  casks  with  butter  and  caves  with  vegetables.  Hogs,  too,  were  killed 
and  meat  put  by  for  the  winter’s  use,  for  no  stranger  was  ever  turned  away 
without  “eating,”  as  this  entertainment  of  a  guest  was  then  styled.  Wild  turkeys, 
geese,  ducks  and  other  kinds  of  wild  game  were  to  be  had  in  abundance  and  on 
one  occasion  Newton  Lamb  chased  a  fawn  or  young  deer  across  the  capital 
grounds  in  a  vain  endeavor  to  add  venison  to  his  table  supply.  The  Lamb 
family  grew  and  prospered.  The  children,  walking  three  miles  to  school  and 
sitting  on  hard  benches,  their  feet  dangling  in  the  air,  held  their  own  from  an 
educational  standpoint  and  eventually  emerged  from  these  early  hardships,  some 
as  teachers  and  all  very  well  qualified  to  meet  the  business  world.  The  three- 
hundred-acre  farm  on  the  banks  of  the  Des  Moines  was  selected  that  they  might 
be  near  the  boats  and  commercial  center,  but  before  this  was  realized  the  rail¬ 
road  train  was  invented  and  a  line  built  through,  thus  succeeding  the  ox  teams 
and  boat  traffic.  Then  came  inventions  and  improvements  following  each  other 
until  when  the  final  call  came  for  this  “early  settler”  he  had  seen  trains,  street 
cars,  paved  streets,  brick  blocks,  colleges  and  state  buildings  at  Des  Moines,  while 
the  Sac  and  Fox  Agency  had  become  incorporated  and  the  three-hundred-acre 
farm  of  the  family  was  included  within  the  southeastern  part  of  the  city  of 
Des  Moines. 


WILLIAM  M.  SHAW. 


Agricultural  pursuits  have  always  engaged  the  attention  of  William  M.  Shaw, 
who  was  born  in  Washington  township,  Polk  county,  May  26,  1873.  His  parents 
were  the  late  Joseph  and  Johanna  (Gleason)  Shaw,  the  father  a  native  of  Eng¬ 
land  and  the  mother  of  Ireland.  The  father,  who  was  a  veterinary  surgeon, 
emigrated  to  the  Lhiited  States  in  his  early  manhood,  engaging  in  the  practice  of 
his  profession  in  Illinois,  Wisconsin  and  Michigan,  following  which  he  came  to 
Iowa.  Locating  in  Polk  county  he  rented  a  farm  which  he  operated  for  ten 
years  with  such  success  that  at  the  expiration  of  that  period  he  was  able  to  pur¬ 
chase  two  hundred  acres  in  Washington  township.  He  immediately  began  im¬ 
proving  and  cultivating  this  property,  adding  to  his  holdings  at  various  times 
until  at  the  time  of  his  demise  he  owned  nine  hundred  and  ten  acres  of  land  in 
this  county.  Possessing  far  more  than  average  energy  and  perseverance,  Mr. 
Shaw  continued  to  be  identified  with  the  operation  of  his  homestead  until  his 
demise  which  occurred  in  November,  1905.  His  wife  did  not  pass  away  until 
August,  1910. 

Practically  the  entire  life  of  William  M.  Shaw  has  been  spent  in  this  county, 
as  he  was  reared  on  the  homestead  where  he  was  born,  acquiring  his  education  in 
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the  district  schools.  After  laying  aside  his  studies  he  assisted  his  father  in  the 
work  of  the  farm,  thus  becoming  thoroughly  familiar  with  the  practical  science 
of  agriculture.  After  the  death  of  the  father  the  property  came  into  the  hands 
of  William  M.  Shaw  and  his  two  brothers,  John  F.  and  Timothy  J.  and  sister 
Julia,  who  are  associated  in  its  cultivation.  In  addition  to  his  interest  in  this 
land  Mr.  Shaw  also  owns  one  hundred  and  eighty-nine  acres,  located  in  Wash¬ 
ington  and  Franklin  townships,  which  he  had  previously  acquired.  In  connec¬ 
tion  with  his  general  farming  he  makes  a  specialty  of  raising  stock,  keeping 
about  one  hundred  head  of  cattle  and  forty  horses  and  he  raises  annually  at  least 
two  hundred  hogs. 

As  he  has  never  married,  William  M.  Shaw  lives  with  his  brother,-  John  F. 
and  his  sister  Julia.  They  are  all  communicants  of  the  Roman  Catholic  church 
and  his  political  support  Mr.  Shaw  gives  to  the  democracy,  but  he  has  always 
been  too  much  absorbed  in  the  development  of  his  own  enterprises  to  actively 
participate  in  township  affairs. 


JESSE  H.  MATTHEWS. 

On  the  paternal  side  Jesse  H.  Matthews,  who  is  prominently  known  in  con¬ 
nection  with  the  manufacture  of  carriages  in  Des  Moines,  can  claim  his  descent 
from  ancestors  who  participated  with  the  patriot  army  in  the  Revolutionary  war, 
the  family  belonging  to  good  Colonial  stock.  Mr.  Matthews  is  a  native  of 
Thompson,  Ohio,  born  January  23,  1866,  a  son  of  Charles  and  Ellen  (Daniels) 
Matthews.  They  were  both  natives  of  Vermont,  the  father  having  been  born  in 
1825  and  the  mother  in  1831.  The  subject  of  this  review  was  the  youngest  in  a 
family  of  three  children,  the  others  being:  George  A.,  who  is  married  and  lives 
at  Jackson,  Michigan;  and  Addie,  the  wife  of  Frank  Benjamin,  of  Thompson, 
Ohio. 

Jesse  H.  Matthews  received  his  preliminary  education  in  the  public  schools 
of  Warren,  Ohio,  and  was  graduated  from  the  high  school  of -that  place  in  1888. 
He  began  his  business  life  in  a  manufacturing  concern  at  Jackson,  Michigan,  and 
continued  there  from  1889  to  1902.  Desiring  to  take  advantage  of  larger  oppor¬ 
tunities  in  the  growing  west,  he  came  to  Des  Moines  and  was  made  manager  of 
the  Capital  City  Carriage  Company,  of  which  he  is  one  of  the  stockholders.  This 
company  manufactures  carriages  and  a  general  line  of  light  vehicles,  and  gives 
employment  to  about  fifty  persons.  Its  sales  are  not  limited  to  the  state  of  Iowa, 
but  extend  into  Kansas,  Oklahoma,  Nebraska  and  South  Dakota.  The  business 
has  shown  a  gratifying  increase  and  each  year  it  grows  in  importance  and  value. 
On  account  of  the  excellence  and  reliability  of  its  work  and  its  progressive  policy 
the  company  ranks  favorably  with  the  best  manufacturing  establishments  of  the 
west. 

On  December  27,  1893,  Mr.  Matthews  was  married  to  Miss  Minnie  Fox, 
who  was  born  at  Alverton,  Westmoreland  county,  Pennsylvania,  and  is  a  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Christopher  Fox,  a  well  known  farmer  of  that  county.  Her  mother,  Mrs. 
Agnes  Overholt  (Stauffer)  Fox,  was  a  representative  of  an  old  family  of  Swiss 
descent.  The  Overholts  were  very  prominent  in  Pennsylvania.  On  her  father’s 
side,  as  far  back  as  is  known,  members  of  the  family  lived  in  the  Keystone  state 
and  they  were  related  to  William  Penn.  Christopher  Fox  died  April  1,  1911, 
having  for  about  ten  years  survived  his  wife,  who  passed  away  December  20, 
1901.  To  this  union  were  born  two  children:  Minnie,  now  Mrs.  Matthews; 
and  Nora  Agnes,  who  is  living  on  the  old  homestead  at  Alverton,  Pennsylvania, 
in  a  brick  house  which  was  built  by  their  great-grandfather  and  was  the  first 
brick  residence  erected  in  Westmoreland  county. 
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One  child,  Stuart  Fox,  has  come  to  bless  the  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mat¬ 
thews,  his  natal  day  being  May  14,  1900.  Politically  Mr.  Matthews  gives  his 
support  to  the  republican  party  and  religiously  he  is  identified  with  the  Methodist 
church,  being  also  a  member  of  the  Commercial  Club  of  Des  Moines.  He  has 
had  extensive  experience  as  a  manufacturer,  and  being  affable  and  genial  in 
manner,  he  has  a  large  circle  of  friends  and  acquaintances  who  regard  him  as  a 
true-hearted  man  in  the  best  sense  of  the  word,  prophesying  for  him  additional 
prosperity  in  the  years  to  come. 


TODD  S.  WAGNER. 

Todd  S.  Wagner  of  Des  Moines,  was  born  on  a  farm  in  Ripley  county,  In¬ 
diana,  December  9,  1866.  On  the  paternal  side  he  is  a  descendant  of  stanch  Ger¬ 
man  ancestry,  his  father,  Jacob  Wagner,  having  been  born  in  Alsace,  Germany, 
The  mother,  Ellen  Jane  Sunman,  before  her  marriage,  was  born  in  Franklin 
county,  Indiana.  Mr.  Wagner,  Sr.,  was  a  mechanic  in  the  old  country  but  after 
coming  to  America  in  1853  he  turned  his  attention  to  farming.  He  lived  for  a 
time  in  Ripley  county,  Indiana,  but  in  1880  came  west  to  Kansas,  settling  in  Mar¬ 
shall  county,  where  he  continued  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1884.  The 
grandparents  on  the  maternal  side  also  settled  in  this  country. 

Todd  S.  Wagner  attended  the  district  schools  in  Indiana  and  later  in  Mar¬ 
shall  county,  Kansas,  receiving  the  foundation  of  an  education  which  he  has  since 
developed  by  close  observation  and  by  reading  so  that  today  he  is  well  informed 
upon  all  matters  of  general  interest.  After  arriving  at  the  age  of  twenty-one 
years  he  entered  a  homestead  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  upon  government 
land  in  the  northwestern  part  of  Kansas.  Subsequently  he  sold  out  and  began 
working  at  the  carpenter’s  trade,  continuing  for  eighteen  years.  In  1890  he  se¬ 
lected  Des  Moines  as  his  permanent  home  and  since  1907  has  engaged  success¬ 
fully  as  contractor  and  builder  in  this  city.  Many  years  of  experience  have  well 
prepared  him  for  the  work  which  he  has  carried  on  in  Des  Moines. 

On  the  2 1st  of  December,  1895,  Mr.  Wagner  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Russie  Sniffin,  and  two  children  came  to  brighten  their  home :  Ralph,  born  De¬ 
cember  19,  1897  ;  and  Alvin,  September  11,  1901,  both  of  whom  are  now  attending 
school.  Socially  Mr.  Wagner  is  connected  with  the  Homesteaders  and  the  Yeo¬ 
men  of  America,  and  politically  he  is  a  supporter  of  the  republican  party  whose 
principles  he  heartily  indorses. 


ALBERT  P.  GROW. 

Iowa  received  a  large  accession  to  its  oopulation  during  the  years  immediately 
following  the  Civil  war  and  among  those  attracted  from  the  east  at  that  time  was 
Albert  P.  Grow,  who  is  a  successful  farmer  of  Camp  township,  Polk  countv.  He 
was  born  in  New  York  state,  April  5,  1847,  being  a  son  of  Tames  and  Maria 
(Grow)  Grow,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Pennsylvania.  The  father  was  a 
farmer  and  pursued  his  occupation  in  Illinois  but  subsequentlv  came  to  Iowa, 
locating  at  Altoona,  Polk  county.  He  bought  eighty  acres  of  land  which  he 
cleared  and  improved,  making  it  one  of  the  productive  properties  of  that  section. 
He  died  in  .1867  and  Mrs.  Grow  departed  this  life  in  New  York  at  the  age  of 
seventv-two  years. 

Albert  P.  Grow  was  educated  in  the  district  schools  and  after  laying  his  books 
aside  worked  bv  the  month  in  his  native  state  for  several  years.  He  came  to  Polk 
county  in  1869  and  bought  forty  acres  in  Camp  township,  which  he  cultivated  with 


CITY  OF  DES  MOINES  AND  POLK  COUNTY 


1353 


such  good  results  that  later  he  acquired  eighty  acres  more.  He  has  lived  upon 
his  farm  continuously  since  taking  up  his  residence  there,  with  the  exception  of 
the  period  of  seven  years  he  spent  in  Des  Moines,  during  which  time  he  rented 
the  place.  Under  his  management  it  has  been  brought  to  a  high  state  of  produc¬ 
tiveness  and  is  improved  with  all  the  appliances  suggested  to  a  progressive  and 
enterprising  farmer.  He  keeps  six  head  of  cattle,  four  horses  and  raises  one 
hundred  head  of  hogs  each  year,  which  he  generally  places  upon  the  market  in 
excellent  condition.  Aside  from  his  agricultural  and  stock  interests  he  owns 
stock  in  the  Mitchellville  Telephone  Company. 

On  the  12th  of  October,  1871,  Mr.  Grow  was  married  to  Miss  Mary  Rison,  a 
daughter  of  Rollie  and  Jane  (Miller)  Rison,  a  record  of  whom  appears  in  this 
work.  Arriving  in  Iowa  in  his  early  manhood,  Mr.  Grow  has  spent  the  princi¬ 
pal  years  of  his  life  in  Polk  county  and  has  met  with  a  measure  of  success  which 
guarantees  a  gratifying  annual  income  for  himself  and  wife  during  the  remainder 
of  their  lives.  He  has  always  been  controlled  by  a  worthy  ambition  and  is  recog¬ 
nized  as  one  of  the  substantial  citizens  of  Camp  township.  Since  casting  his 
first  ballot  he  has  supported  the  republican  party  and  has  been  a  consistent  ad¬ 
vocate  of  good  government  in  township,  county  and  nation.  He  served  as  road 
supervisor  in  his  township  for  three  years  but  has  never  sought  any  other  political 
office.  Religiously  he  and  his  wife  affiliate  with  the  Christian  church. 


CHARLES  A.  WATROUS. 

Charles  A.  Watrous,  one  of  the  leading  architects  of  Des  Moines,  is  a  native 
of  this  city,  born  June  12,  1875,  the  son  of  Charles  L.  and  Sophia  (Glover)  Wat¬ 
rous,  the  latter  of  whom  was  born  at  Homer,  New  York.  The  father,  who  is  a 
native  of  Freetown,  New  York,  is  now  president  of  the  Watrous  nurseries  of  this 
city. 

Charles  A.  Watrous  received  his  preliminary  education  in  the  public  schools 
and  graduated  from  the  West  Des  Moines  high  school  in  1894.  He  was  con¬ 
nected  with  the  office  of  George  Hallett,  a  noted  architect  of  Des  Moines,  during 
1894  and  1895.  Having  decided  upon  a  professional  career,  he  studied  architec¬ 
ture  in  the  Massachusetts  Institute  of  Technology  at  Boston,  from  which  he  was 
graduated  in  1899,  with  the  degree  of  S.  B.  After  leaving  college  he  was  for 
about  a  year  employed  in  the  office  of  Mr.  Ralph  E.  Sawyer  of  Boston  and  for 
several  years  thereafter  in  the  offices  of  various  architects  in  Boston  and  New 
York.  In  the  spring  of  1906  Mr.  Watrous  opened  offices  in  Des  Moines  with  Mr. 
Sawyer  of  Boston  as  an  associate,  Mr.  Sawyer  having  charge  of  the  Boston  office 
while  Mr.  Watrous  was  at  the  head  of  the  office  of  the  firm  in  Des  Moines.  In 
the  spring  of  1909  the  business  of  the  Des  Moines  office  had  increased  to  such  an 
extent  that  it  was  necessary  for  Mr.  Sawyer  to  close  the  Boston  office  and  re¬ 
move  permanently  to  Des  Moines.  Some  of  the  most  beautiful  residences  in  the 
city  have  been  designed  by  this  firm,  as  well  as  the  Press  Club  building,  Hotel 
Cargill,  and  the  Des  Moines  Electric  sub-station. 

On  the  14th  day  of  April,  1903,  Mr.  Watrous  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Cora  Campbell  Wolcott,  of  Brookline,  Massachusetts,  a  daughter  of  George  H. 
and  Ellen  (Campbell)  Wolcott,  the  parents  both  belonging  to  well  known  Massa¬ 
chusetts  families.  . 

Two  children  have  blessed  the  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Watrous ;  Marion  Wol¬ 
cott,  who  was  born  November  25,  1905,  in  the  same  house  in  which  her  father 
was’ born;  and  Charles  Wolcott,  born  October  16,  1908.  Mr.  Watrous  is  identi¬ 
fied  with  the  Episcopal  church,  and  with  the  Loyal  Legion,  the  Grant,  Commercial 
and  New  Des  Moines  Clubs.  He  and  his  wife  hold  membership  in  the  Country 
Club,  she  being  also  an  active  worker  in  behalf  of  the  Roadside  Day  Nursery. 
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Mr.  Watrous  has  always  been  an  enthusiast  in  athletics,  and  is  still  an  active 
supporter  of  all  forms  of  out  door  sport. 

The  family  reside  at  2829  Ingersoll  avenue  where  Mr.  Watrous  built  a  few 
years  ago. 


CHARLES  H.  CLARKE.  * 

Newspaper  work  possesses  an  irresistible  fascination  for  many  persons,  at¬ 
tracting  them  from  other  lines  of  activity,  and  having  once  become  identified  with 
the  vocation  it  is  often  difficult  indeed  for  an  individual  to  be  satisfied  in  any  other 
calling.  Charles  H.  Clarke,  publisher  of  the  Iowa  State  Register  and  Farmer, 
prepared  early  in  life  for  the  profession  of  civil  engineering  but  gave  up  the  theo¬ 
dolite  for  a  desk  in  the  newspaper  office,  and  judging  by  the  popularity  of  the 
paper  over  which  he  presides  he  has  no  reason  to  regret  the  change  of  occupation. 
He  is  a  native  of  Beloit,  Wisconsin,  born  September  8,  1861,  and  a  son  of  Charles 
and  Sarah  S.  (Bemis)  Clarke.  The  mother  was  born  at  Spencer,  Massachusetts, 
and  early  members  of  the  family  were  among  the  first  boot  and  shoe  manufac¬ 
turers  in  that  state.  The  Howes,  of  sewing  machine  fame,  were  relatives  of  Mrs. 
Clarke,  her  ancestors  being  among  the  early  settlers  of  the  Bay  state.  Mr.  Clarke, 
Sr.,  was  born  at  Northampton,  Massachusetts,  and  traced  his  line  of  descent  from 
Colonel  William  Clarke,  who  died  and  was  buried  at  Northampton  in  1647.  The 
parents  of  our  subject  moved  west  to  Wisconsin  in  1859,  and  the  father  enlisted 
in  the  Civil  war,  serving  over  three  years.  He  was  mustered  out  as  quartermaster 
in  the  army  of  the  Potomac.  After  the  close  of  the  war  the  family  came  to  Iowa 
■and  settled  on  a  farm  near  Independence  in  Buchanan  county. 

Charles  H.  Clarke  received  his  early  education  in  the  district  schools  and  later 
entered  the  civil  engineering  department  of  the  Iowa  State  University,  from 
which  he  graduated  in  1884.  He  took  up  his  residence  in  Des  Moines  immedi¬ 
ately  after  leaving  the  university  and  engaged  for  eight  years  in  railroad  work. 
He  then  became  connected  with  the  newspaper  business,  demonstrating  his  ability 
in  the  advertising  department  of  the  Iowa  Homestead,  and  later  he  purchased  the 
Iowa  State  Register  and  Farmer.  By  introducing  new  methods  and  improving 
the  editorial  department  Mr.  Clarke  soon  made  the  Register  and  Farmer  popular 
and  profitable.  His  special  field  is  advertising  and  in  this  he  has  been  eminently 
successful. 

On  the  8th  of  June,  1892,  Mr.  Clarke  was  married  to  Miss  Anna  Ross,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  James  M.  and  Hattie  E.  (Harper)  Ross,  and  to  this  union  two  children 
have  been  born,  namely :  Louise,  now  seventeen  years  of  age  and  Ross,  aged  nine 
years.  The  parents  of  Mrs.  Clarke  came  to  Des  Moines  from  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  in 
1865.  For  more  than  thirty  years  Mr.  Ross  was  identified  with  the  business, 
social,  religious  and  educational  interests  of  Des  Moines.  He  was  a  partner  in 
the  firm  of  Mills  &  Company,  publishers,  bookbinders,  state  printers,  etc.  He 
was  a  deacon  and  pillar  of  the  Baptist  church,  a  charter  member  and  founder  of 
the  city  library  and  incorporator  of  the  town  of  North  Des  Moines,  and  for  many 
years  a  member  of  the  town  council.  A  prominent  factor  for  good  in  the  com¬ 
munity  from  the  time  he  arrived  in  the  city,  when  the  population  was  only  ten 
thousand,  until  his  death  which  occurred  after  a  long  illness  in  January,  1893. 
Prior  to  coming  west  he  was  principal  of  the  Woodward  High  school  at  Cincin¬ 
nati,  where  his  name  is  still  revered  for  his  remarkable  work  in  education.  He 
was  the  first  teacher  to  insist  that  children  of  the  primary  schools  should  be 
taught  to  write  their  letters  instead  of  first  learning  to  print  them.  His  interest 
in  the  public  schools  never  flagged  and  North  Des  Moines  owes  much  to  him  in 
this  regard.  He  was  also  one  of  the  most  accomplished  Bible  scholars  in  the 
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west  and  conducted  for  many  years  the  Bible  class  of  the  First  Baptist  church, 
to  which  teachers  from  other  Sunday  schools  as  well  as  the  Sunday  school  of  his 
own  church  came  regularly  for  help  in  preparing  their  weekly  lessons.  One  who 
knew  him  intimately  has  the  following  to  say  of  his  chaiactei  .  A  Kentucky 
gentleman  of  the  old  school,  learned,  versatile,  deeply  lefined  as  a  teacher,  a 
strict  disciplinarian;  a  man  whose  word  was  as  good  as  his  bond,  always  doing 
something  for  somebody  quiety,  unostentatiously,  without  thought  of  piaise  01 
gain.”  Such  is  a  brief  summary  of  the  beautiful  life  of  James  M.  Ross. 

Politically,  Mr.  Clarke  adheres  to  the  Cleveland  school  of  democracy  and  in 
religious  belief  affiliates  with  the  Episcopal  church,  having  been  one  of  the  ar- 
ganizers  of  St.  Luke’s  church  of  Des  Moines.  For  a  number  of  years  he  was 
actively  identified  with  the  associated  charities  and  served  very  acceptably  as 
president  of  the  organization.  He  is  not  connected  with  any  secret  societies  but 
is  an  earnest  worker  in  the  Commercial  Club  and  in  other  agencies  for  the  pio- 
motion  of  the  development  of  Des  Moines  and  the  great  state  of  Iowa.  Nevei 
seeking  public  honors,  he  has  proceeded  steadily  and  systematically  in  his  busi¬ 
ness  and  has  gained  a  measure  of  success  which  indicates  sound  judgment,  cleai 
discrimination  and  a  happy  foresight,  all  of  which  are  important  in  the  accom¬ 
plishment  of  worthy  undertakings.  Fortunate  in  his  family  and  his  business  rela¬ 
tions  he  is  known  as  an  upright  and  honorable  citizen,  a  credit  to  his  city  and  state 
and  a  worthy  member  of  the  great  and  increasing  brotherhood  of  progressive 

men. 


FRANK  E.  WETHERELL. 

In  no  profession  has  there  been  greater  advancement  during  the  last  gen¬ 
eration  than  in  that  of  architecture.  The  wonderful  growth  of  the  country  has 
encouraged  many  talented  men  to  prepare  for  this  profession  as  their  life  work, 
and  the  effect  of  their  genius  is  seen  in  the  beautiful  homes  and  commodious  office 
and  public  buildings  in  every  thriving  community.  The  remarkable  improve¬ 
ment  in  building  has  been  due  mainly  to  these  wide  awake  and  progressive  minds. 
Frank  E.  Wetherell  of  Des  Moines,  belongs  to  this  class.  He  was  born  in  Malta, 
Ohio,  September  5>  1869,  the  son  of  Henry  and  Elmyia  (Shields)  Wetherell. 
The  father  is  also  a  native  of  Malta.  He  is  a  contractor  and  builder,  and  since 
1875,  has  made  his  home  at  Oskaloosa,  Iowa.  The  mother  was  born  in  Morgan 

countv,  Ohio,  and  married  at  Malta.  ... 

prank  p.  Wetherell  received  his  preliminary  education  111  the  public  schools 

of  Oskaloosa,  and  after  preparing  his  course  in  the  Oskaloosa  high  school,  ma¬ 
triculated  at  the  State  University  of  Iowa.  Having  decided  to  devote  his  atten¬ 
tion  to  architecture  as  an  avocation  he  studied  the  subject  thoroughly  and  began 
an  active  career  at  Oskaloosa  in  1892,  being  then  twenty-two  years  of  age.  In 
1894,  he  removed  to  Peoria,  Illinois,  where  he  continued  for  four  years,  return¬ 
ing  to  Oskaloosa  in  1908,  where  he  met  with  gratifying  success  in  the  pursuits  to 
which  by  education  and  ability  he  seemed  especially  adapted.  In  1905,  he  lo¬ 
cated  at  Des  Moines,  becoming  associated  with  the  firm  o f  Wetherell  &  Gage, 
with  an  ample  suite  of  offices  at  No.  202  Youngerman  Building.  The  firm  has 
designed  some  of  the  principal  structures  now  completed  or  in  course  of  erec¬ 
tion  in  this  city,  among  which  may  be  named  St.  Josephs  Academy,  the  Mer¬ 
chants  Transfer  Block,  a  number  of  state  fair  buildings,  school  houses,  etc.,  and 
also  many  private  residences.  Mr.  Wetherell  is  especially  interested  in  civic  im¬ 
provements,  and  has  been  instrumental  in  greatly  advancing  the  interest  along 
those  lines  in  Des  Moines.  He  was  appointed  a  member  of  the  Des  Moines  Boule¬ 
vard  Commission  in  1911  by  the  mayor.  .  . 

On  the  31st  day  of  January,  1894?  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Am) 

Loosley,  a  daughter  of  Henry  and  Mary  (Breed)  Loosley,  the  latter  of  whom 
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was  born  in  Connecticut.  Mr.  Loosley  came  to  Illinois  from  England  in  1830, 
and  subsequently  served  as  agent  for  the  Rock  Island  railroad  at  Iowa  City.  Iowa! 
He  passed  away  in  1904.  The  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wetherell  has  been  bright¬ 
ened  by  the  arrival  of  one  child,  Edwin  Henry,  who  was  born  January  2,  1895, 
and  is  now  a  student  in  the  high  school. 

Mr.  Wetherell  is  a  systematic  and  persistent  worker,  and  has  the  grit  and  cour¬ 
age  necessary  for  the  attainment  of  a  large  measure  of  success.  He  is  original 
in  his  designs,  prompt  in  execution,  and  has  gained  a  reputation  for  efficiency 
which  is  a  most  important  factor  in  any  business  or  professional  career.  He  is  a 
valued  member  of  the  Episcopal  church,  and  politically  is  identified  with  the  re¬ 
publican  party.  Socially,  he  is  quite  prominent,  holding  membership  in  the  Elks 
and  also  in  the  Grant  and  Hyperion  Clubs. 


ALBERT  D.  HOTCHKISS. 

Upon  his  homestead,  which  contains  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  Jef¬ 
ferson  township’s  fertile  land,  Albert  D.  Hotchkiss  is  engaged  in  general  farm¬ 
ing  and  stock-raising.  He  was  born  in  the  state  of  New  York,  near  Homer, 
Cortland  county,  in  the  month  of  April,  1847,  and  is  a  son  of  Carlos  and  Rebecca 
(Miles)  Hotchkiss,  also  natives  of  the  Empire  state.  The  father,  who  was  a 
carpenter,  came  to  Iowa  in  a  very  early  day,  locating  in  Dubuque  county,  and  for 
some  time  thereafter  he  followed  the  trades  of  a  carpenter  and  mason  in  Ep¬ 
worth-  With  his  accumulated  savings  he  was  later  able  to  buy  a  small  farm  in 
the  vicinity  of  the  village  which  his  son  Albert  D.  operated,  while  he  continued 
to  work  at  his  trades.  They  remained  in  Epworth  until  after  the  Civil  war, 
when  they  removed  to  Delaware  county,  where  they  bought  another  farm  which 
the  son  cultivated  while  the  father  continued  at  his  trade.  After  residing  there 
about  five  years  they  spent  one  year  in  Missouri  and  then  came  to  Polk  county, 
buying  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land  in  Jefferson  township.  The  father 
then,  withdrew  from  his  trade  and  devoted  his  entire  attention  to  the  operation 
of  his  farm,  adding  to  his  original  tract  from  time  to  time  as  he  was  able  until  he 
owned  tluee  hundred  and  twenty  acres.  He  continued  to  cultivate  his  homestead 
until  the  death  of  his  wife,  which  occurred  on  the  23d  of  October,  1898,  since  which 
time  he  .has  been  living  with  his  children,  living  first  with  one,  then  another.  He 
has  attained  the  venerable  age  of  ninety  years,  having  been  born  in  1821. 

Albert  D.  Hotchkiss  was  a  very  small  lad  "when  his  parents  removed  to  Iowa 
and  acquned  his  education  in  the  public  schools  of  Epworth.  After  completing 
bis  schooling  he  remained  at  home  assisting  his  father  in  the  cultivation  of  the 
farm  until  such  time  as  he  was  able  to  assume  the  entire  management.  He  re¬ 
mained  a  member  of  the  parental  household  until  he  was  twenty-one,  when  he 
went  to  Missouri  and  there  he  farmed  as  a  renter  for  about  three  years.  When 
he  returned  to  Iowa  he  invested  his  savings  with  those  of  his  father  in  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land  in  Jefferson  township.  This  property  was  later 
divided,  the  son  receiving  for  his  share  sixty-one  acres,  to  which  he  has  since 
made  additions  until  he  now  owns  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  fine  farming 
land.  He  has  wrought  many  improvements  on  his  place,  which  is  one  of  the 
valuable  properties  of  the  township.  Much  of  Mr.  Hotchkiss’  time  is  devoted 
to  his  stock  interests,  as.  he  raises  fifty  head  of  hogs  per  year  and  keeps  twenty- 
five  head  of  cattle  and  eight  horses. 

Mr.  Hotchkiss  was  married  in  April,  1874,  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Weaver,  a 
daughter  of  Joseph  and  Mary  (Shank)  Weaver,  natives  of  Virginia.  The 
mother  passed  away  on  the  22d  of  February,  1856,  and  the  father  died  in  July, 
1911,  at  the  age  of  eighty  years.  He  resided  in  Jasper  county,  Missouri,  where 
for  many  years  he  was  identified  with  agricultural  pursuits.  Four  children  have 
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been  born  unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hotchkiss  as  follows:  Isadore  B.,  born  February 
8  1875,  who  married  Edward  Clark,  of  South  Dakota;  Agnes  May,  born  May  4, 
1879,  who  is  the  wife  of  John  Wright,  a  butcher  at  Granger,  Iowa;  Frank  W. 
born  in  November,  1885,  who1  lives  at  home ;  and  Leslie  Earl,  born  May  24,  1888, 
who  passed  away  September  29,  1908*  death  being  caused  by  a  kick  from  a 

horse.  . 

The  political  preferment  of  Mr.  Hotchkiss  is  for  the  republican  party,  for 

whose  candidates  he  casts  his  ballot,  although  not  being  an  office  seeker  he  does 
not  actively  participate  in  township  affairs.  He  and  his  family  are  all  affiliated 
with  the  Congregational  church,  in  the  work  of  which  organization  they  take  an 
earnest  interest  and  among  whose  members  they  have  many  friends. 


W.  L.  HINDS. 

Although  Des  Moines  cannot  claim  a  population  equal  to  that  of  many  other 
cities  of  the  United  States,  it  can  safely  claim  the  most  completely  appointed 
warehouse  in  the  west  if  not  in  the  country.  This  great  building  is  largely  the 
result  of  the  labors  of  W.  L.  Hinds,  president  of  the  Merchants’  Transfer  and 
Storage  Company,  and  recognized  as  one  of  the  leading  warehouse  men  in  Amer¬ 
ica.  The  enviable  position  he  holds  was  gained  through  years  of  close  attention 
to  a  strictly  modern  business  which  in  Des  Moines  has  shown  remarkable  prog¬ 
ress  and  is  growing  with  rapid  strides.  Mr.  Hinds  was  born  at  Pittston,  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  February  23,  1858,  the  son  of  William  and  Asenath  (Linton)  Hinds,  the 
latter  of  whom  was  born  at  Stroudsburg,  Pennsylvania,  in  1831,  and  departed  this 
life  in  1907,  at  the  age  of  seventy-six  years.  The  father  was  born  at  Benton 
Falls,  Maine,  in  1818.  He  engaged  in  the  lumber  and  log  business  in  the  Pine 
Tree' State.  Subsequently  he  moved  to  Pennsylvania  where  he  put  up  the  first 
machinery  for  breaking  anthracite  coal  and  became  well  known  as  a  railroad  con¬ 
tractor.  At  the  time  of  the  Civil  war  he  furnished  the  money  for  organizing  a 
company  for  the  defense  of  the  city  of  Washington  but  was  never  enlisted  in  the 
service  himself.  At  one  time  before  the  period  of  railroad  budding  he  proved  to 
be  a  stanch  friend  of  Jay  Gould,  presenting  bail  for  the  latter  in  one  of  his  early 
troubles  in  the  courts.  Mr.  Hinds,  Sr.,  was  a  man  of  many  admirable  charac¬ 
teristics  and  contributed  his  part  toward  the  advancement  of  the  permanent  in¬ 
terests  of  his  adopted  state.  He  lived  to  an  advanced  age,  being  called  away  m 

I9°°W.  L.  Hinds  was  educated  at  Peter  Cooper  Union  school  in  New  York  city 
and  became  thoroughly  qualified  as  a  civil  and  mining  engineer.  After  following 
his  profession  ten  years  he  went  to  California  where  he  engaged  in  the  real-estate 
business  for  eighteen  months.  Being  attracted  to  Iowa;  he  was  identified  with 
agricultural  interests  for  three  years  and  finally  located  in  Des  Moines  where  he 
found  a  more  congenial  occupation  in  the  transfer  business.  When  he  assumed 
charge  in  this  city  the  concern  required  only  five  horses  to  meet  the  demands  of 
its  patrons.  The  first  warehouse  was  in  the  second  story  of  the  old  Speeth  Plow 
Works,  occupying  a  room  twenty  by  forty  feet  in  floor  space.  But  under  compe¬ 
tent  management  the  business  developed  by  leaps  and  bounds  and  is  now  known 
as  the  Merchants’  Transfer  and  Storage  Company,  handling  in  a  single  year  one 
million  five  hundred  thousand  dollars  worth  of  commodities  arriving  from  points 
outside  of  Des  Moines.  Through  the  efforts  of  Mr.  Hinds  and  his  associates  the 
uniform  warehouse  receipt  bill  was  passed  by  the  state  legislature,  being  the  first 
act  of  the  kind  adopted  by  any  general  assembly  of  the  United  States.  .  It  is  now 
in  use  in  almost  all  the  states  of  the  Union,  the  warehouse  receipts  being  recog¬ 
nized  by  banks  generally.  The  Merchants’  Transfer  and  Storage  plant  is  located 
at  Ninth  and  Mulberry  streets  and  covers  a  quarter  of  a  block,  occupying  seven 
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stories  and  including  more  than  one  hundred  and  thirty-five  thousand  square 
feet  of  floor  space.  The  building  is  absolutely  fireproof,  being  constructed  en¬ 
tirely  of  steel,  concrete,  terra  cotta  and  asbestos.  The  doors  and  windows  shut 
automatically  and  every  precaution  against  fire  that  is  known  to  science  was  used 
in  the  construction  of  this  building.  The  features  that  attract  special  attention 
are  the  safety  deposit  vaults  for  valuables,  the  cold  storage  room  for  furs  and 
fabrics,  the  automatically  heated  piano  and  picture  rooms  and  the  separately 
locked  fire  and  germ-proof  rooms  for  furniture.  The  safety  deposit  vault  is  sec¬ 
ond  to  none  in  Iowa,  the  door  alone  weighing  eight  tons  and  being  operated  by 
three  time  locks.  In  addition  to  those  precautions  against  burglary  there  are  three 
miles  of  wire  in  the  walls  and  any  attempt  to  drill  through  the  walls  would  sound 
an  alarm  in  the  American  District  Telegraph  office.  Large  elevators  are  pro¬ 
vided  capable  of  moving  a  loaded  van  to  any  floor,  thus  saving  time  and  expense 
in  handling.  The  sixth  and  seventh  floors  are  divided  into  one  hundred  and 
thirty  separate  rooms  and  five  large  rooms  for  the  accommodation  of  those  wish¬ 
ing  separate  storage.  It  is  the  intention  of  the  company  to  place  a  roof  garden 
on  the  building  for  the  accommodation  of  patrons  during  the  heated  months,  thus 
furnishing  facilities  scarcely  equalled  in  any  other  city  of  the  United  States. 

On  the  23d  day  of  June,  1883,  Mr.  Hinds  was  happily  united  in  marriage  to 
Miss  Anna  S.  Smith,  a  native  of  Westchester  county,  New  York,  and  a  daughter 
of  David  W.  and  Hannah  (Field)  Smith.  The  father  grew  up  as  a  farmer  and 
has  filled  the  position  of  drainage  inspector  for  the  custom  house  for  the  past 
twenty-five  years. 

Mr.  Hinds  votes  the  republican  ticket  nationally,  but  in  local  affairs  casts  his 
ballot  for  the  individual  regardless  of  his  political  affiliations.  He  is  a  member  of 
many  business  and  social  organizations,  among  which  may  be  named  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Warehouse  Association,  the  Chicago  and  New  York  Furniture  Warehouse 
Associations,  the  Central  Warehouse  Men's  Association,  the  Traffic  Club  of 
Chicago,  (the  largest  traffic  club  in  the  United  States),  and  the  National  Team 
Owners’  Association,  being  a  member  of  the  board  of  directors  of  this  organiza¬ 
tion.  He  is  also  connected  with  the  Des  Moines  Business  Men's  Club  and  the 
Grant  Club.  He  is  a  man  of  marvelous  force  of  character  and  business  judg¬ 
ment,  whose  ability  is  recognized  not  only  in  Des  Moines  but  throughout  a  large 
part  of  the  country.  He  is  a  successful  organizer  and  is  equally  successful  as  a 
manager,  being  a  power  in  the  community  in  which  he  is  an  acknowledged  leader. 
He  has  now  reached  the  prime  of  an  active  and  useful  life  and  his  friends  pro¬ 
phesy  for  him  in  the  years  to  come  still  further  achievements  in  the  business 
world. 


JAMES  M.  PARKER. 

James  M.  Parker,  a  widely  known  and  honored  resident  of  Des  Moines,  is 
now  living  practically  retired,  enjoying  the  evening  of  life  in  well  earned  ease. 
His  birth  occurred  in  Fulton  county,  Illinois,  on  the  1st  of  December,  1837, 
his  parents  being  John  and  Sophia  E.  (Weyer)  Parker,  both  of  whom  were 
natives  of  Highland  county,  Ohio.  The  father,  who  was  an  agriculturist  by 
occupation,  followed  farming  in  Ohio  for  a  number  of  years.  In  1836  he  re¬ 
moved  to  Illinois,  locating  in  Fulton  county,  where  he  purchased  a  farm,  devot¬ 
ing  his  attention  to  its  operation  until  1852.  In  that  year  he  took  up  his  abode 
in  Van  Buren  county,  Iowa,  there  following  farming  until  1855,  when  he  went 
to  Lee  county.  In  1863  he  came  to  Polk  county,  here  operating  a  rented  farm 
for  a  number  of  years.  Subsequently  he  took  up  his  abode  in  the  vicinity  of 
Des  Moines  and  was  engaged  in  truck  gardening  until  within  a  few  years  of 
his  demise,  which  occurred  in  1891.  His  wife  was  called  to  her  final  rest  in 
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1894  and  thus  the  community  lost  two  of  its  most  substantial  and  respected 
residents. 

James  M  Parker  was  reared  in  his  native  county  and  obtained  his  early 
education  in  the  district  schools,  while  later  he  attended  the  public  schools  at 
Canton,  Illinois.  After  putting  aside  his  text-books  he  worked  on  his  father’s 
farm  until  the  time  of  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  war,  when  his  patriotic  spirit 
prompted  his  enlistment  in  Company  B,  Fifteenth  Iowa  Volunteer  Infantry. 
He  served  with  that  command  until  the  close  of  hostilities,  being  mustered  out 
at  Davenport,  Iowa,  on  the  3d  of  August,  1865.  After  returning  home  he 
secured  a  position  with  a  brick  concern  and  remained  in  that  employ  until 
1881,  when  he  embarked  in  business  on  his  own  account,  forming  a  partnership 
with  foseph  Gifford.  The  relation  was  maintained  with  mutual  pleasure  and 
profit 'until  1886,  when  Mr.  Parker  sold  out.  Subsequently  he  was  appointed 
bailiff  of  the  district  court,  holding  that  position  for  four  years,  while  later  he 
served  as  deputy  sheriff.  He  also  served  as  constable  for  one  term  and  held 
the  office  of  justice  of  the  peace  for  a  similar  period.  In  1896  he  was  prevailed 
upon  by  the  board  of  education  to  look  after  several  school  buildings  and  this 
he  has  done  continuously  since.  He  owns  an  attractive  home  at  the  southwest 
corner  of  Seventh  street  and  Pleasant  View  avenue,  having  erected  the  dwelling 
in  1876.  He  also  has  two  acres  of  ground  planted  in  fruit,  known  as  the  Berry 

Place,  which  yields  abundantly.  . 

On  the  31st  of  December,  1865,  Mr.  Parker  was  united  m  marriage  to  Miss 

Asenath  Hamilton,  a  daughter  of  George  W.  and  Mary  Ann  (Owings)  Hamil¬ 
ton  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Indiana.  Her  father,  an  agriculturist  by 
occupation,  came  to  Iowa  at  an  early  day  and  in  1863  removed  to  Illinois,  where 
he  carried  on  general  farming  throughout  the  remainder  of  his  life.  His  demise 
occurred  in  1901,  while  his  wife  passed  away  in  1903.  Mr.  and  Airs.  Parker 
were  the  parents  of  nine  children,  namely:  Charles  C.,  who  was  drowned  m 
the  Coon  river  in  1886;  Lilly  May,  who  is  married  and  resides  in  Washington, 
D  C  •  Anna  S.,  who  is  married  and  makes  her  home  on  a  farm  near  Adel, 
Iowa  -  Bertha  B.,  who  is  married  and  lives  in  Washington,  D.  C. ;  James  A., 
an  undertaker  of  Des  Moines ;  Stella  Grace,  at  home;  LeRoy  E„  who  is  serving 
in  the  United  States  navy;  William  Albert,  twin  brother  of  Tames  A.,  who 
passed  away  in  1873;  and  Della  A.,  whose  demise  occurred  in  1877.  The  wife 
and  mother  was  called  to  her  final  rest  on  the  20th  of  June,  1907,  passing  away 

after  an  operation  at  the  Methodist  Hospital. 

In  politics  Air.  Parker  is  a  republican,  loyally  supporting  the  party  which 
was  the  defense  of  the  Union  during  the  dark  days  of  the  Civil  war.  Fie  is  a 
devoted  member  of  the  Christian  church  and  also  belongs  to  Lodge  No.  18  of 
the  Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen.  He  still  maintains  pleasant  relations 
with  his  old  army  comrades  through  his  membership  in  Crocker  Post,  No.  12, 
CAR  and  the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee.  His  life  has  been 
most  honorable  and  upright  in  its  varied  relations,  and  his  fellow  citizens  in¬ 
stinctively  pay  deference  to  him  because  of  what  he  has  accomplished  and  the 
principles  which  have  governed  his  conduct  in  every  relation. 


ABRAHAM  L.  PEACOCK,  M.  D. 

A  man  who  is  not  content  with  an  inferior  position  in  life,  constantly  aspir¬ 
ing  to  something  higher  which  through  sheer  determination  and  perseverance 
he  finally  attains,  must  ever  command  our  respect.  Such  a  one  is  Dr.  Abrahaan 
L  Peacock,  who  for  seventeen  years  has  been  engaged  m  the  practice  of  medi¬ 
cine  in  Grimes.  He  was  born  in  Howard  county,  Indiana,  on  the  27th  of 
November,  1854,  his  parents  being  Ellwood  and  Naomi  (Jones)  Peacock,  the 
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lather  a  native  of  Indiana  and  the  mother  of  Ohio.  The  parents  migrated  from 
Indiana,  where  the  father  had  always  followed  agricultural  pursuits,  to  Missouri 
in  1868,  locating  upon  a  farm  which  he  cultivated  for  eight  years,  and  at  the 
end  of  that  time  they  came  to  Iowa  renting  a  farm  in  Madison  county,  upon 
which  they  lived  four  years.  In  1880  Mr.  Peacock  bought  forty  acres  of  land 
in  Dallas  county,  which  he  continued  to  cultivate  until  his  demise  in  December, 
1897.  The  mother  survived  him  five  years  but  in  1902  she,  too,  passed  away. 

The  first  fourteen  years  of  his  life  Dr.  Peacock  spent  in  Indiana,  in  the 
district  schools  of  w  Inch  he  w  as  educated.  Removing  to  Alissouri  with  his 
parents,  he  remained  at  home,  assisting  his  father  in  the  cultivation  of  the  farm, 
until  he  was  old  enough  to  begin  work  for  himself,  at  which  time  he  also  en¬ 
gaged  in  agriculture.  He  continued  to  follow  farming  until  1882,  when  he 
went  to  Unionville,  Missouri,  to  work  at  the  carpenter’s  trade,  with  which 
occupation  he  was  identified  for  two  years.  Withdrawing  from  this  he  entered 
the  employ  of  Ketchum  Brothers  of  Mendota,  Missouri,  for  whom  he  bought 
ties  and  bridge  timber  until  1886,  when  he  accepted  a  position  as  salesman  with 
A.  J.  Bennett,  a  dealer  in  monuments  and  tombstones.  After  following  this 
for  eight  months  he  went  to  Wichita,  Kansas,  where  he  spent  the  Summer  work- 
mg  at  the  caipenter  s  tiade.  In  the  autumn  he  came  to  Des  Alomes,  where  he 
later  entered  the  Iowa  Eclectic  Medical  School,  from  which  institution  he  ob¬ 
tained  his  degree  of  M.  D.  with  the  class  of  1893.  Having  no  means  of  support 
save  his  trade  it  was  necessary  for  Dr.  Peacock  to  work  his  way  through  col¬ 
lege  and  although  at  times  it  seemed  well  nigh  impossible  for  him  to  achieve 
his  ambition,  something  always  materialized  at  the  darkest  hour  to  stimulate 
his  courage  and  goad  him  on  to  victory.  He  was  thirty- four  years  of  age  when 
he  obtained  his  ceitificate  enabling  him  to  practice,  too  old  many  think  to  begin 
a  ^  ocation,  but  the  success  awarded  him  in  his  profession  is  the  strongest  refuta¬ 
tion  of  such  an  argument.  He  first  located  at  Kelly,  Iowa,  where  he  remained 
three  months,  and  then  came  to  Grimes.  After  practicing  here  for  three  years 
he  entered  _  the  medical  department  of  Drake  University  for  further  study, 
graduating  in  1896,  and  then  returned  to  Grimes.  He  has  built  up  a  nice  prac¬ 
tice  during  his  residence  here,  standing  high  in  the  regard  not  only  of  the  com¬ 
munity  but  his  fellow  practitioners. 

^  On  the  4th  of  April,  1874,  Dr.  Peacock  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Elvira  Ford,  a  daughter  of  Stephen  S.  and  Lourina  (Moore)  Ford,  natives  of 
Delaware.  Her  father,  who  always  engaged  in  farming,  was  also  a  butcher  and 
bought  and  sold  cattle.  One  child  was  born  unto  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Peacock,  Carrie 
M*»  who  is  now  twenty-seven  years  of  age  and  is  the  wife  of  Warren  Cunning¬ 
ham,  of  Des  Moines.  Airs.  Peacock  passed  awav  in  1888  and  eleven  vcars 
afterward  Dr.  Peacock  married  Miss  Grace  A.  Rittgers,  on  the  21st  of  June, 
1899,  and  they  have  become  the  parents  of  one  child,  Charlotte  A.,  who  is'  now 
five  years  of  age.  Airs.  Peacock  is  a  daughter  of  George  W.  and  Alary  A. 
Rittgers,  natives  of  Ohio.  Her  father  came  to  Iowa  with  his  parents  when  a 
lad  of  six  \ears  and  as  soon  as  he  was  old  enough  engaged  in  farming,  which 
vocation  he  continues  to  follow  at  the  age  of  sixty  years.  Airs.  Rittgers’  is  also 
living  and  has  passed  the  fifty-seventh  anniversary  of  her  birth. 

Dr.  Peacock  is  the  health  officer  of  Jefferson  township,  which  position  he 
also  held  in  Grimes  for  sixteen  years  and  then  resigned.  Fraternally  he  is 
identified  with  the  Alodern  Woodmen  of  America  and  the  Royal  Neighbors, 
which  is  the  ladies  auxiliary  of  the  former  organization,  while  he  keeps  in 
touch  with  the  members  of  his  profession  through  his  connection  with  the  Polk 
Count}  Aledical  Society,  Iowa  State  Aledical  Association,  Iowa  State  Pathological 
Association  and  the  American  Aledical  Association.  Although  he  was  born 
and  1  eared  in  the  Quaker  faith,  of  which  his  parents  were  always  strong  adher¬ 
ents,  Dr.  and  Airs.  Peacock  hold  membership  in  the  Presbyterian  church.  In 
matters  politic  he  gives  his  support  to  the  republican  party,  although  aside  from 
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those  offices  which  pertain  to  his  profession  he  has  never  actively  participated 
in  local  affairs  of  a  governmental  nature. 

Dr.  Peacock  has  met  with  more  than  moderate  success  in  the  practice  of 
his  profession.  He  holds  stock  in  the  Grimes  Canning  and  Preserving  Com¬ 
pany  and  the  Iowa  State  Zoo  and  Amusement  Company  of  Des  Moines,  while 
he  is  both  a  stockholder  and  director  of  the  Oklahoma  Lightning  Arrester  and 
Electric  Company.  He  also  owns  the  residence  where  he  and  his  family  are 
now  living  and  the  hospitality  of  which  is  accorded  the  best  families  in  the 
community. 


HORACE  S.  HOLLINGSWORTH. 

Horace  S.  Hollingsworth,  who  for  nearly  twenty  years  was  connected  with  the 
Valley  National  Bank  and  for  many  years  past  prominently  identified  with  philan¬ 
thropic  work,  was  born  at  Coal  Creek,  Keokuk  county,  Iowa,  February  19,  1868. 
He  is  a  son  of  Louis  and  Hannah  (Fawcett)  Hollingsworth,  the  former  of  whom 
was  born  at  East  Fairfield,  Ohio,  March  5,  1831,  and  the  latter  at  Salem,  Ohio, 
November  10,  1834.  The  father  came  to  Iowa  in  the  early  ’60s  and  lived  for  a 
time  in  Cedar  county,  later  moving  to  Keokuk  county.  He  entered  a  land  grant 
in  this  state  and  was  connected  with  the  farming  interests,  also  becoming  quite 
prominent  in  political  affairs.  In  1862  he  became  a  member  of  the  state  legis¬ 
lature  and  was  present  at  both  sessions,  assisting  in  the  passage  of  many  important 
bills  necessitated  by  the  exigencies  of  the  Civil  war.  He  was  later  elected  to  a 
county  office  and  after  retiring  from  public  life  engaged  with  marked  success  in 
banking.  In  the  earlier  years  of  his  manhood  he  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the 
Ohio  underground  railroad  and  assisted  many  escaping  slaves  on  their  way 
through  the  Buckeye  state  to  Canada.  He  passed  away  at  Des  Moines,  December 
27,  1908,  being  then  seventy-seven  years  of  age.  The  mother  is  still  living  and 

makes  her  home  with  her  daughter  in  Salem,  Ohio. 

The  genealogy  of  the  Hollingsworth  family  traces  the  ancestry  to  Valentine 
Hollingsworth,  Sr.,  a  member  of  the  Society  of  Friends,  who  it  is  believed,  was 
born  in  Cheshire,  England,  about  1630.  He  married  Catherine  Cornish,  a  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Henry  Cornish,  high  sheriff  of  London  during  the  reign  of  King  James  II. 
Valentine  Hollingsworth,  Jr.,  came  to  America  with  William  Penn  in  1682  and 
settled  with  his  family  in  Newcastle  county,  Delaware.  He  filled  many  prominent 
positions  in  the  colony  and  was  still  living  in  1710.  The  maiden  name  of  his  wife 
was  Ann  Calvert  and  from  this  couple  nearly  all  of  the  Hollingsworths  m  the 
United  States  have  descended.  Valentine  Hollingsworth,  Sr.,  also  came  to 
America  and  in  1682  obtained  a  patent  of  nine  hundred  and  eighty-six  acres  of 
land  in  Brandywine  Hundred,  Newcastle  county,  Delaware..  He  disposed  of  his 
property  before  his  death,  receiving  from  his  sons  an  annuity.  He  was  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  general  assembly  of  Delaware  in  1683,  1687  and  1695  and  also  served 

as  justice  of  the  peace  of  Newcastle  county. 

Horace  S.  FI ollings worth  removed  with  his  parents  to  Sigourney,  Iowa,  in 
1870,  and  received  his  preliminary  education  in  the  public  schools,  clerking  as 
opportunity  permitted  in  the  store  of  H.  A.  Seamans,  whom  he.  gratefully  re¬ 
members  as  a  business  man  of  the  highest  honor.  After  leaving  the  public 
schools  at  Sigourney  he  entered  the  Iowa  City  Commercial  College  and  Academy, 
later  becoming  a  student  of  the  State  University  of  Iowa,  from  which  he  was 
graduated  with  honors  in  1892  with  the  degree  of  A.  B.  While  at  the  university 
he  took  an  active  oart  in  the  Zethagathian  Literary  Society  and  in  the  YMung 
Men’s  Christian  Association.  He  also  became  deeply  interested  m  sociological 
and  philosophical  studies  under  the  inspiring  influence  of  Professor  Patrick,  head 
of  the  department  of  philosophy,  selecting  as  the  subject  for  his  thesis  in  the 
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senior  year  Outdoor  Relief  of  Johnson  County.  He  was  so  deeply  interested  in 
these  studies  that  he  had  almost  decided  upon  a  post-graduate  course  along  the 
same  lines,  when  his  parents  moved  to  Des  Moines,  requiring  a  change  of  plans. 
In  1892  he  began  his  active  career  as  remittance  clerk  in  the  Valley  National 
Bank,  By  industry  and  conscientious  effort  he  advanced  through  various  grades 
to  assistant  cashier,  discharging  his  duties  with  fidelity  that  has  met  with  the 
heartiest  approval  of  the  officers  of  the  bank. 

On  the  30th  of  January,  1901,  Mr.  Hollingsworth  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Miss  Jessie  Swope,  a  daughter  of  Henry  H.  and  Melissa  (Simmons)  Swope.  The 
father  was  a  pioneer  of  Iowa  and  served  during  the  Civil  war  in  Captain  Hulks 
company,  of  Iowa  Volunteers.  He  became  well  known  in  business  circles  of  Des 
Moines,  departing  this  life  April  4,  1906.  Mr.  Hollingsworth  oolitically  is  identi¬ 
fied  with  the  republican  party.  He  is  a  firm  believer  in  the  Bible  and  is  a  stanch 
member  of  the  Methodist  church.  Soon  after  taking  up  his  residence  in  Des 
Moines  he  turned  his  attention  to  organized  charity  work  and  was  elected  to 
membership  on  the  board  of  Associated  Charities,  which  is  conducted  upon  the 
principle  of  ‘‘helping  men  to  help  themselves”  and  lending  them  “not  alms  but  a 
friend."  After  serving  for  a  number  of  years  as  recording  secretary  of  the  organi¬ 
zation  Mr.  Hollingsworth  was  elected  vice  president  and  from  January  1907  to  Jan¬ 
uary  1911  served  as  president  of  that  body.  He  receives  the  assistance  of  a  board 
of  twenty-five  members,  all  acting  harmoniously  and  enthusiastically  for  the  ad¬ 
vancement  of  a  work  which  has  proven  highly  successful.  Mr.  Hollingsworth 
has  been  instrumental  in  presenting  the  needs  of  the  organization  to  liberal  hearted 
people  of  the  city  in  such  a  way  that  ample  financial  assistance  has  been  forth¬ 
coming  and  it  is  estimated  that  the  Associated  Charities  has  effected  a  saving  to 
Polk  county  of  six  thousand  dollars  per  year.  Able  and  conscientious  in  every¬ 
thing  he  undertakes,  Mr.  Hollingsworth  justly  occupies  a  high  place  in  the  estima¬ 
tion  of  the  people  of  Des  Moines.  By  his  unselfish  labors  in  behalf  of  the  un¬ 
fortunate  he  has  accomplished  a  great  work,  whose  beneficial  effects  are  to  be 
seen  in  brightened  lives  and  happy  homes. 

O11  January  1,  1911,  Mr.  Hollingsworth  resigned  his  office  in  the  bank  and  ac¬ 
cepted  the  appointment  of  general  secretary  of  the  Associated  Charities  in  which 
position  he  is  doing  notable  work. 


P.  E.  COFFEE. 

A  most  gratifying  business  pays  tribute  to  the  well  directed  effort  of  the 
Iowa  Motor  Truck  Company,  which  was  organized  less  than  two  years  ago  by  P. 
E.  Coffee,  for  the  distribution  in  this  state  of  the  Gramm  motor  truck.  This  was 
Dr.  Coffee's  initiation  into  commercial  activities  as  ever  since  leaving  college  he 
had  been  devoting  his  entire  energies  to  the  practice  of  medicine.  Pie  is  a 
native  of  Tennessee,  his  birth  having  occurred  in  Columbia  on  the  4th  of  August, 
1882,  and  a  son  of  W.  O.  and  M.  M.  (Dodson)  Coffee,  of  Kentucky  and  Tennes¬ 
see  respectively,  the  father  having  been  born  in  1864  and  the  mother  in  1866. 
The  family  moved  to  Des  Moines  in  1897,  where  the  father,  who  is  a  phvsician, 
has  ever  since  been  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  profession.  Five  children  have 
been  born  to  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Coffee,  of  whom  our  subject  is  the  eldest,  the  others 
being:  W.  E.,  M.  D.,  H.  H.,  and  Eileen,  all  residents  of  Des  Moines. 

Being  a  lad  of  fifteen  years  when  his  parents  removed  to  Des  Moines,  P.  E. 
Coffee  had  practically  completed  his  preliminary  education,  being  at  that  time  a 
student  of  the  high  school.  After  graduating  from  the  latter  he  matriculated 
at  Hahnemann  School  of  Medicine  in  Chicago,  being  awarded  his  degree  with 
the  class  of  1903.  Returning  to  Des  Moines  he  established  an  office  and  for  five 
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years  devoted  his  entire  attention  to  building  up  a  practice,  his  etfoits  in  this  di¬ 
rection  meeting  with  well  merited  success.  At  the  end  of  that  time  he  organized 
the  Iowa  Motor  Truck  Company,  and  the  excellent  business  which  they  have  en¬ 
joyed  from  the  very  beginning  pays  splendid  tribute  to  the  judgment  which  Dr. 
Coffee  displayed.  They  are  entirely  without  competition  in  the  field  as  thens 
is  the  only  company  in  the  state.  One  truck  will  hold  two  01  -three  times  the 
amount  it  is  possible  to  carry  on  one  of  the  large  express  wagons,  thus  dispensing 
with  the  services  of  one  or  two  men,  and  after  the  first  cost  of  purchase  the  ex¬ 
pense  of  maintenance  is  correspondingly  reduced.  The  realization  of  these  facts 
by  those  who  have  given  motor  trucks  a  trial  has  greatly  increased  a  demand  foi 
them  and  the  result  has  been  that  the  receipts  of  this  firm  have  doubled  during  the 

past  twelve  months.  .  .  .  ^ 

On  the  3d  of  October,  1905,  in  this  city  was  solemnized  the  marriage  o±  JJr. 

Coffee  and  Miss  Laura  Hammond  Rawson,  a  daughter  of  Dr.  Charles  and  Mrs. 
Mary  (Blake)  Rawson.  One  child  has  been  born  of  this  union:  Mary  Ann,  her 
natal  day  being  September  14,  1908.  The  family  attend  the  Episcopal  church 
and  Dr.  Coffee  is  affiliated  with  the  Country  and  Grant  Clubs  and  the  Greater  Des 

Moines  Committee. 

His  political  allegiance  Dr.  Coffee  accords  the  republican  party,  but  as  he  has 
never  had  any  official  aspirations  he  does  not  actively  participate  in  civic  affairs, 
his  entire  thought  and  energy  being  engrossed  by  his  private  interests.. 


FRANK  A.  MOORE. 

Frank  A.  Moore,  who  in  1901  established  his  present  business,  is  now  success¬ 
fully  engaged  in  handling  investments  in  orchards  and  lands.  He  has  made  lapid 
development  in  this  line  of  business  until  he  is  recognized  as  one  of  the  leadeis  in 
Iowa  in  the  specialty  he  has  chosen.  He  was  born  in  Middleton,  New  Hamp¬ 
shire,  July  4,  1857,  and  is  a  son  of  Walter  B.  H.  and  Sarah  E.  Moore,  the  for¬ 
mer  born  in  Middleton,  February  22,  1818,  while  the  mother’s  birth  occurred  in 
Concord,  New  Hampshire,  April  6,  1819.  The  former  was  a  son  of  Archibald 
Moore,  who  served  in  the  patriot  army  during  the  Revolutionary  war  and  was 
one  of 'the  prominent  men  of  his  day.'  That  the  family  has  long  been  represented 
in  America  is  indicated  by  the  fact  that  the  farm  upon  which  Walter  B.  H. 
Moore  was  born  and  reared  has  been  in  possession  of  the  family  for  two  hundred 
years.  The  death  of  the  father  occurred  in  1870  but  the  mother  still  survives 

and  is  now  living  at  the  age  of  ninety-two  years. 

Frank  A.  Moore  completed  his  education  by  a  course  in  the  Comers  Com¬ 
mercial  College,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1877.  Following  his  removal 
westward  to  Buchanan,  Michigan,  he  established  a  plant  for  the  manufacture  of 
furniture  and  later  removed  to  Rochester,  New  York,  where  he  organized  the 
Rochester  Furniture  Company,  selling  the  business  at  a  handsome  profit  after  it 
had  become  well  established.  While  upon  the  road  as  a  traveling  salesman, 
whereby  he  became  well  acquainted  with  various  sections  of  the  country  he  saw 
the  possibilities  for  judicious  investment  in  real  estate  and,  coming  to  Des  Moines, 
has  since  operated  in  this  field,  being  now  vice  president  of  the  Midland  Farm 
&  Land  Company,  engaged  in  maintaining  and  selling  orchards  and  realty  in 
various  parts  of  the  country.  The  company  has  a  fine  suite  of  offices  in  the  Flem¬ 
ing  building  apd  is  doing  a  large  business,  its  clients  being  found  in  many  states 
of  the  Union.  Mr.  Moore  has  had  large  experience  in  meeting  people  and  as  an 
organizer  and  manager  of  important  business  enterprises  has  shown  marked 
ability.  He  is  a  good  judge  of  land  values  and  has  great  faith  in  the  productive 
power  of  land  investments.  Through  years  of  experience  he  has  demonstrated 
this  faith  to  be  well  founded  and  he  therefore  ranks  high  in  the  regard  of  pi  actical 

investors. 
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On  the  17th  of  March,  1897,  Mr.  Moore  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Kate 
L.  Hewitt,  of  Grand  Rapids,  Michigan,  a  daughter  of  Albert  C.  and  Mary  A. 
Hewitt,  the  former  a  well  known  wagon  manufacturer  of  that  city.  He  de¬ 
parted  this  life  in  1898  and  his  wife’s  death  occurred  about  nine  years  later. 

.  Mr.  Moore  is  a  member  of  Capital  Lodge,  No.  no,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  socially 
is  identified  with  the  Grant  and  Hyperion  Clubs.  Since  attaining  his  majority  he 
has  given  his  allegiance  to  the  republican  party,  believing  that  its  principles'  are 
most  conducive  to  the  permanent  welfare  of  the  nation.  He  is  fond  of  many 
kinds  of  indoor  and  outdoor  sports  and  is  one  of  the  expert  amateur  billiard 
players  of  the  city.  His  business  ability  and  trustworthiness  have  gained  for 
him  a  host  of  friends  who  have  found  him  at  all  times  to  be  an  honorable  gentle¬ 
man  who  never  takes  advantage  of  the  necessities  of  others  to  advance  his  own 
interests.  He  has  won  a  competence  by  an  unconquerable  determination  and  en¬ 
ergy  and  by  an  established  reputation  as  a  man  who  aims  to  deal  justly  with  his 
fellows. 


HARVEY  INGHAM. 

Harvey  Ingham,  editor  of  the  Register  and  Leader,  was  born  in  Algona, 
Kossuth  county,  Iowa,  September  8,  1858,  the  oldest  son  of  William  H.  and 
Caroline  A.  (Rice)  Ingham.  His  father  was  the  second  white  settler  in  Kossuth 
cpunty,  locating  there  in  1854,  while  his  mother  came  three  years  later,  a  bride, 
in  1857 — the  year  of  the  massacre  at  Spirit  Lake.  His  early  education  was 
had  in  a  frontier  town  school  and  later  he  was  a  student  throughout  the  brief 
period  of  its  existence  of  Algona  College.  He  graduated  from  the  collegiate 
department  of  the  State  University  of  Iowa  in  1880  and  from  the  law  depart¬ 
ment  of  the  same  university  in  1881.  He  never  entered  upon  the  practice  of 
the  law  but  soon  bought  a  half  interest  in  the  Algona*  Upper  Des  Moines,  a 
weekly  newspaper  published  in  his  home  county.  He  edited  this  newspaper  for 
twenty  years,  during  tl^at  time  serving  a  term  as  postmaster  of  Algona  and  a 
term  as  regent  of  the  State  'University  from  the  tenth  congressional  district. 
His  name  was  presented  by  Kossuth  county  at  the  congressional  convention  at 
Fort  Dodge  which  met  to  name  a  successor  to  Senator  Dolliver  when  the  latter 
resigned  his  seat  in  congress  to  fill  the  vacancy  in  the  senate  occasioned  by  the 
death  of  Senator  Gear.  In  1902  Mr.  Ingham  came  to  Des  Moines  to  represent 
the  owners  as  editor  of  the  newly  organized  Register  and  Leader  and  a  year 
later  bought  his  present  interest  in  the  newspaper  plant. 

On  the  23d  of  October,  1894,  Mr.  Ingham  was  married  to  Miss  Nellie  E. 
Hepburn,  of  Des  Moines,  the  oldest  daughter  of  J.  Addison  and  Anna  S.  (Jor¬ 
dan)  Hepburn.  Three  sons  have  been  born  of  this  union:  Hepburn,  William  H. 
and  Harvey,  Jr. 


HOWARD  J.  CLARK. 

Among  the  younger  attorneys  who  have  attained  first  rank  at  the  Polk  county 
bar  is  Howard  J.  Clark.  Mr.  Clark  came  to  Des  Moines  as  a  young  farmer  and 
country  school  master  in  1890,  and  attended  the  law  department  of  Drake  Uni¬ 
versity  for  two  years,  graduating  in  1892.  He  immediately  began  the  practice  of 
his  new  profession  in  that  city,  and  has  since  continued  there,  establishing  an  en¬ 
viable  reputation  as  a  lawyer  and  building  up  one  of  the  best  practices  in  the  city 
of  Des  Moines.  The  elements  of  his  success  have  been  a  combination  of  many 
circumstances  and  many  qualities  of  character. 


HARVEY  INGHAM 
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From  the  active  outdoor  life  of  a  pioneer  farm  in  western  Iowa,  and  from 
many  generations  of  wholesome,  hardworking,  independent  thinking  ancestors  he 
inherited  a  splendid  equipment  of  physical  health,  mental  ability  and  moral  char¬ 
acter.  From  these  same  sources  came  also  good  habits  and  a  genius  for  hard 
work.  Coupled  with  these  were  a  good  share  of  natural  ability  and  a  high  sense 
of  duty.  It  is  a  saying  with  him  that  “the  three  most  needed  things  in  a  lawyer 
are  fearless  courage,  absolute  honesty,  and  everlasting  hard  work.”  His  fellow 
attorneys  say  “If  you  want  all  there  is  in  a  case  brought  out,  get  Clark.”  Here 
then  we  have  it,  good  health,  regular  habits,  high  sense  of  duty,  fearless  courage, 
absolute  honesty,  coupled  with  mental  vigor  and  a  habit  of  thoroughness,  as  a 
basis  of  a  successful  professional  career.  Nevertheless,  careers  such  as  his  would 
seem  like  romances  in  any  other  country  but  ours,  where  opportunity  allows  the 
reshaping  of  society  so  rapidly,  and  where  ability  and  determination  always  win 
a  place  for  their  possessor. 

Mr.  Clark  was  born  January  9,  1868,  in  Cass  county,  Iowa,  the  son  of  Riley 
P.  Clark  and  Juliet  (Davis)  Clark,  the  father  a  native  of  Circleville,  and  the 
mother  of  Marietta,  Ohio.  They  are  both  of  English  extraction,  his  father’s  people 
being  one  of  the  established  families  of  Delaware  and  his  mother  tracing  her  an¬ 
cestry  back  to  Governors  Dudley  and  Bradstreet,  who  located  in  the  colonies  prior 
to  1630.  The  father,  a  successful  farmer  and  stockman,  moved  to  Iowa  in  1865, 
locating  in  Cass  county.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Clark  were  the  parents  of  five  children: 
Helen  L.,  wife  of  L.  Ramboz,  of  Colorado;  Hardy  M.,  a  resident  of  Bemidji,, 
Minnesota;  William  Porter  Davis,  of  Denver;  Riley  P.,  Jr.,  who  is  living  in  Au¬ 
dubon,  Iowa;  and  the  subject  of  this  review. 

On  the  25th  of  September,  1894,  at  the  age  of  twenty-six,  Mr.  Clark  married 
Miss  Florence  Graham  of  Cass  county.  Mrs.  Clark  is  a  daughter  of  Andrew  H. 
and  Rose  B.  (Marker)  Graham,  the  father  of  Scotch  and  the  mother  of  Welsh 
and  Scotch  extraction.  They  removed  to  Iowa  from  Pennsylvania,  locating  near 
Atlantic  in  1870.  Mrs.  Clark’s  father  is  engaged  in  farming  and  stock-raising. 
Two  children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Clark:  Howard  J.,  Jr. ;  and  Helen 
Louise.  The  family  attend  the  Congregational  church,  of  which  denomination 
Mrs.  Clark  is  a  member.  Mr.  Clark  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  order,  an  in¬ 
fluential  member  of  the  Grant  club,  and  the  Golf  and  Country  Club. 

He  has  actively  participated  in  civic  affairs,  and  has  given  much  time  to  the 
consideration  of  all  public  questions  and  to  the  furtherance  of  the  interests  of 
those  he  has  thought  were  devoting  themselves  to  the  public  interests.  Mr.  Clark 
is  a  republican  and  he  has  been  active  in  local  and  state  politics.  His  name  has 
from  time  to  time  been  mentioned  in  connection  with  court,  congressional,  and 
even  senatorial  honors,  but  he  has  never  become  a  candidate,  and  has  contented 
himself  with  activities  in  the  interest  of  others. 


YOUNKER  BROTHERS,  INC. 

Among  the  commercial  institutions  in  which  this  city  may  take  wholesome 
pride  is  the  department  store  of  Younker  Brothers,  Inc.,  at  the  northwest  corner 
of  Seventh  and  Walnut  streets.  Not  only  for  the  early  date  of  its  establishment 
and  the  prominent  place  it  has  attained  among  concerns  of  its  kind  in  the  state  is 
it  worthy  of  note,  but  the  progressive  policies  and  public  spirit  manifested  by  its 
proprietors  at  all  times  throughout  its  existence  have  been  a  potent  factor  in  the 
upbuilding  of  the  city.  The  business  was  founded  in  1856  at  Keokuk,  Iowa,  by 
Lytton,  Samuel  and  Marcus  Younker,  three  brothers  who  had  come  to  this  coun¬ 
try  from  Germany  and  located  in  that  city  a  few  years  before.  The  business  of 
Younker  Brothers,  retail  dealers  in  dry  goods,  was  conducted  at  Keokuk  until 
after  the  death  of  Samuel  Younker,  who  was  the  active  head  of  the  firm,  in  1879, 
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when  it  was  discontinued.  In  the  meantime,  realizing  the  limited  possibilities 
for  the  expansion  of  the  business  in  so  small  a  town,  they  sought  a  more  prom¬ 
ising  field  and  established  a  branch  house  in  Des  Moines  in  October  1874.  This 
at  the  beginning  occupied  a  small  store,  twenty-two  by  sixty  feet,  near  the  corner 
of  Sixth  and  Walnut  streets.  During  the  thirty-seven  years  of  its  career  it  has  not 
only  kept  pace  with  the  city's  steady  growth  but  has  gained  the  front  rank  among 
its  retail  houses.  The  business  now  occupies  a  beautiful  and  spacious  structure 
at  Seventh  and  Walnut  streets,  erected  by  them  in  1899,  and  practically  doubled 
its  space  by  addition  in  1909.  In  1904  the  business  was  incorporated  and  the 
present  officers  are  as  follows:  Herman  Younker,  president;  Aaron  Younker,  vice 
president;  N.  M.  Wilchinski,  secretary,  and  Ira  M.  Younker,  treasurer. 

Throughout  the  existence  of  the  concern  the  policies  originated  by  its  founder, 
Samuel  Younker,  have  been  faithfully  adhered  to.  The  several  members  of  the 
family  who  have  been  identified  with  the  administration  of  its  affairs  have  worked 
together  harmoniously  for  the  success  of  the  enterprise  and  one  of  the  principal 
reasons,  other  than  its  own  business  policy,  to  which  their  success  can  be  largely 
attributed,  inasmuch  as  the  growth  of  any  community  reflects  upon  that  of  its  in¬ 
dustries,  is  that  of  public  spirit,  which  they  have  shown  at  all  times.  They  have 
given  their  moral  and  financial  support  to  every  undertaking  for  the  advancement 
or  betterment  of  the  city,  to  all  charitable  movements  and  to  every  worthy  cause. 

Samuel  Younker,  the  founder  of  Younker  Brothers,  was  born  in  Lipno,  a 
small  town  in  northern  Germany,  in  the  fall  of  1837.  There  he  received  a  good 
education  and  at  the  age  of  fifteen  accompanied  by  a  younger  brother,  Marcus, 
came  to  America,  in  1852,  and  located  at  Keokuk,  Iowa.  In  1856  he  and  his 
brothers  established  a  retail  dry-goods  business  at  that  place,  to  the  management 
of  which  he  devoted  his  entire  attention  until  his  death  in  1879,  at  the  age  of 
forty-two  years.  He  was  married,  in  New  York,  in  October,  1863,  to  Ernestine 
Falk.  She  died  at  Chicago  in  April,  1909.  To  Samuel  and  Ernestine  Younker 
six  children  were  born,  of  whom  five  survive:  Aaron  Younker;  Nettie,  the  wife 
of  C.  P.  Monash,  of  Chicago;  Falk  J.  Younker,  a  member  of  the  firm  at  Des 
Moines;  Isaac  Younker,  retired,  who  resides  in  New  York  city;  and  Gertrude 
Younker  of  Des  Moines. 

Herman  Younker,  president  of  Younker  Bros.,  Inc.,  was  born  at  Lipno, 
Germany,  in  1854.  He  came  to  America  about  1870  and  entered  the  employ  of 
Younker  Brothers,  dry  goods,  at  Keokuk,  founded  by  his  older  brothers,  Lytton, 
Samuel  and  Marcus,  in  1856.  In  1874  he  was  sent  to  Des  Moines  to  open  a 
branch  house  there  and  was  given  charge  as  manager.  When  the  business  was  in¬ 
corporated  in  1904  he  became  the  president,  which  office  he  still  retains.  Since 
1893  he  has  had  charge  of  the  New  York  office  of  the  firm  and  resided  in  that 
city.  Herman  Younker  was  married  in  New  York  city  in  1882  to  Julia,  daughter 
of  David  Marks.  They  have  one  son,  Ira  M.  Younker. 

Aaron  Younker,  the  local  head  of  the  firm  of  Younker  Brothers,  was  born  at 
Keokuk,  Iowa,  July  24,  1864,  the  eldest  son  of  Samuel  and  Ernestine  (Falk) 
Younker.  He  received  his  education  in  the  public  schools  of  Keokuk  and  at  the 
age  of  fifteen  entered  the  dry-goods  house  of  Younker  Brothers.  In  1892  he  be¬ 
came  a  member  of  the  firm  and  a  year  later,  upon  the  removal  of  his  uncle,  Her¬ 
man  Younker,  to  New  York,  took  charge  of  the  local  management  of  the  busi¬ 
ness.  Upon  the  incorporation,  in  1904,  he  was  elected  vice  president.  During 
his  connection  with  its  management  since  1893  the  business  has  enjoyed  a  rapid 
growth  from  a  store  with  fifty  employes  to  an  institution  with  five  hundred  em¬ 
ployes.  Toward  the  accomplishment  of  this  success  he  has  given  his  undivided 
attention,  to  the  exclusion  of  any  other  business  interest  with  the  exception  of 
taking  care  of  considerable  real-estate  holdings  in  Des  Moines  and  elsewhere. 

Aaron  Younker  is  a  member  of  the  Commercial  Club  and  has  always  taken  an 
active  interest  in  all  movements  tending  to  the  upbuilding  of  the  city.  He  is  in¬ 
dependent  in  politics  and  is  a  member  of  the  Jewish  congregation.  He  married, 
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in  Chicago,  January  io,  1906,  Miss  Laura  Alshuler,  a  daughter  of  Charles  Al- 
shuler,  of  Racine,  Wisconsin.  They  have  three  children,  Edward  Samuel, 
Helene  Frances  and  Richard  Paul. 


CHARLES  KOENIGSBERGER. 

Charles  Koenigsberger  is  a  native  son  of  Des  Moines,  born  December  22,  i860, 
and  is  a  descendant  of  one  of  the  most  prominent  and  influential  families  of  this 
city,  where  he  has  attained  an  enviable  position  in  the  business  world.  After  ob¬ 
taining  such  education  as  was  afforded  by  the  public  schools  he  became  associated 
with  his  father,  who  was  at  that  time  engaged  in  the  harness  business  in  East 
Des  Moines.  After  ten  years  the  latter  retired  from  active  work  and  the  con¬ 
duct  of  the  business  devolved  upon  his  son,  who  has  continued  it  along  the  same 
lines  of  honest  methods  and  strict  integrity  that  characterized  his  father.  Not 
only  has  he  applied  his  time  and  attention  to  the  harness  business,  but  has  suo 
ceeded  in  other  commercial  lines  and  today  possesses  some  very  valuable  real- 
estate  holdings,  and  is  considered  one  of  the  soundest  men,  financially,  in  Des 
Moines. 

He  is  a  son  of  John  and  Elizabeth  (Filman)  Koenigsberger.  His  father  was 
born  in  April,  1829,  and  came  to  Des  Moines  in  1855,  at  a  time  when  the  present 
city  was  but  a  sparsely  settled  village.  He  engaged  in  the  harness  business  and  by 
thrift  and  industry  built  up  a  splendid  enterprise  to  which  his  son  later  succeeded. 
His  wife,  who  was  born  in  Pennsylvania  in  November,  1837,  is  a  member  of  an 
old  and  well  known  eastern  family.  They  are  now  living  at  their  home  in  Des 
Moines,  enjoving  in  retirement  the  well  earned  fruits  of  their  early  labors. 

Charles  Koenigsberger  was  married  October  4,  1887,  at  East  Des  Moines,  to 
Miss  Carrie  Henderson,  and  they  are  the  parents  of  three  children,  namely  :  Guy, 
born  September  11,  1888,  who  is  a  graduate  of  the  East  Side  high  school  and  is 
associated  with  his  father  in  business;  Ruth,  who  was  born  October  29,  1891,  and 
is  also  a  graduate  of  the  East  Side  high  school ;  and  Gretchen,  who  was  born  July 

21,  1898,  and  is  now  attending  high  school. 

In  politics  Mr.  Koenigsberger  is  a  stanch  republican.  He  attends  the  Congre¬ 
gational  church  and  fraternally  his  connections  are  with  the  Knights  of  Pythias 
and  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America.  He  is  popular  socially  and  takes  an  in¬ 
terest  in  all  kinds  of  athletic  sports,  especially  golf  and  fishing. 


W.  W.  WITMER. 

There  are  few  men  who  have  been  identified  with  the  growth  of  Des  Moines 
for  so  long  a  term  of  years  or  have  been  in  so  great  a  measure  responsible  for 
its  development  through  the  foundation  and  promotion  of  so  wide  and  varied  a 
range  of  enterprises  as  has  Mr.  W.  W.  Witmer.  Coming  to  this  city  when  it 
was  scarcely  more  than  a  village,  he  exerted  the  influence  of  an  able  journalist 
during  its  formative  period,  and  for  nearly  forty  years  has  figured  prominently 
as  a  leader  in  the  business  and  civic  affairs  of  this  community. 

William  Wirt  Witmer  was  born  in  lower  Northumberland  county,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  April  6,  1843,  a  son  of  George  and  Catherine  Wirt  Witmer.  Both  parents 
were  descendants  of  German  emigrants  who  came  from  the  upper  Rhine  region 
in  the  early  part  of  the  18th  century.  They  were  of  the  blood  which  developed 
eastern  Pennsylvania,  and  the  mother  belonged  to  the  family  which  produced  the 
celebrated  lawyer,  William  Wirt,  attorney  general  of  the  United  States  for  a 
term  of  twelve  years,  and  prosecutor  of  Aaron  Burr.  On  the  father’s  side  the 
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ancestors  were  probably  of  Huguenot  origin,  and  on  both  the  paternal  and  ma¬ 
ternal  sides  were  tillers  of  the  soil.  The  father  of  our  subject,  who  was  born  in 
1798,  lived  to  the  age  of  78  years,,  while  the  mother,  born  in  1800,  passed  away 
at  the  age  of  85.  They  were  the  parents  of  thirteen  children,  of  whom  our  sub-’ 
ject  was  the  twelfth.  In  1867  they  removed  from  Pennsylvania  to  Iowa,  when 
the  younger  members  of  the  family  decided  to  go  west.  Two  facts  regarding  the 
Witmer  family  are  of  interest  for  the  reason  that  they  are  very  unusual.  First, 
that  the  average  age  attained  by  the  various  members  of  the  family  has  exceeded 
the  allotted  three  score  years  and  ten ;  and,  second,  that  no  member  of  the  family 
either  near  or  remote,  has  ever  been  known  to  have  been  the  defendant  in  a 
prosecution  of  any  kind. 

With  the  exception  of  his  school  days  William  Wirt  Witmer  spent  his  boyhood 
on  his  father’s  farm  until  the  age  of  twenty-three  years.  He  received  his  early 
education  in  the  public  school  and  in  private  academies,  and  his  collegiate  course 
in  Pennsylvania  College,  at  Gettysburg.  His  college  course,  however,  was  inter¬ 
rupted  by  his  enlistment  in  the  One  Hundred  and  Fourth  Regiment,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  Volunteer  Infantry,  with  which  he  served  during  the  latter  months  of  the 
Civil  war.  After  being  mustered  out  in  August,  1865,. he  took  up  the  study  of 
law,  entering  a  private  course  at  New  Bloomfield,  the  county  seat  of  Perry 
county,  Pennsylvania,  where  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  January,  1867.  In 
April  of  that  year  Mr.  Witmer  came  to  Iowa,  locating  at  Muscatine,  where  he 
engaged  in  practice  until  the  summer  of  1872.  He  then  removed  to  Des  Moines, 
and,  purchasing  an  interest  in  the  Des  Moines  Leader,  became  its  editor,  continu¬ 
ing  in  that  position  until  1882.  In  the  hands  of  Mr.  Witmer  this  paper  soon  be¬ 
came  one  of  the  most  powerful  supporters  of  the  democratic  party  in  this  sec¬ 
tion.  At  the  time  of  his  assuming  charge  the  prejudices  against  the  democratic 
party  were  so  strong  that  Mr.  Witmer  found  it  very  difficult  to  get  business  into 
a  democratic  office.  The  merchants  of  the  city  candidly  said  they  did  not  want 
to  advertise  in  a  democratic  paper  or  patronize  a  democratic  printing  office,  but 
by  a  courageous  and  honorable  course  throughout  he  succeeded  in  establishing, 
after  much  tribulation,  a  successful  and  valuable  newspaper.  In  1874  Mr.  Wit¬ 
mer  began  the  agitation  of  the  movement  for  tariff  revision,  and  in  1876  was 
made  the  candidate  for  district  presidential  elector.  In  the  campaign  between 
Samuel  J.  Tilden  and  Rutherford  B.  Hayes  he  canvassed  the  district,  arguing 
the  tariff  question  almost  exclusively,  and  it  was  largely  through  his  influence 
that  the  movement  in  favor  of  tariff  reform  got  its  early  start  in  this  state  and 
throughout  the  west.  He  was  one  of  the  early  members  of  the  American  Free 
Trade  League  of  New  York,  which  was  later  merged  into  the  Reform  Club,  and 
in  that  way  became  associated  with  the  leading  moving  spirits  in  the  tariff  reform 
movement  which  was  started  in  the  campaign  of  1876,  but  which  steadily  de¬ 
veloped  here  and  there  throughout  the  country,  and  nowhere  so  rapidly  as  in 
Iowa  and  other  western  states. 

The  efforts  which  Mr.  Witmer  was  making  in  the  field  of  reform  attracted 
wide  attention  and  comment,  and  won  for  him  the  warm  regard  of  many  of  the 
most  profound  students  of  political  economy  of  the  day.  This  enabled  him  to 
organize  a  force  of  contributors  for  the  Leader  which  was  rather  unusual,  in¬ 
cluding  such  names  as  Professor  William  C.  Sumner  of  Yale,  Professor  Arthur 
Latham  Perry  of  Williams  College,  Professor  Taussig,  J.  Sterling  Morton, 
Thomas  G.  Shearman,  and  Henry  Ward  Beecher.  With  the  growth  of  his  re¬ 
sponsibilities  Mr.  Witmer  found  a  most  valuable  assistant  in  a  young  man  who 
was  born  and  raised  in  Henry  county,  and  who  made  a  reputation  almost  un¬ 
equaled  as  a  writer  upon  economic  questions.  This  was  Henry  J.  Philpott.  Mr. 
Witmer  first  found  value  in  Mr.  Philpott’s  communications  to  the  Leader,  and 
later  employed  him  as  assistant  editor,  and  it  was  largely  by  the  assistance  of 
Mr.  Philpott,  and  the  staff  of  eminent  correspondents  whom  he  had  associated 
with  him,  that  he  succeeded  in  giving  character  and  reputation  to  the  paper. 
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In  1882,  on  account  of  ill  health,  Mr.  Witmer  severed  his  connection  with  the 
Leader,  and  for  some  years  thereafter  promoted  the  publication  of  a  small  weekly 
called  The  Million,  for  the  benefit  of  Mr.  Philpott,  continuing  until  a  few  years 
prior  to  the  latter’s  death  from  consumption. 

In  1877  Mr.  Witmer  secured  an  option  on  the  business  of  the  Iowa  Printing 
Company,  which  published  a  list  of  country  newspapers  known  as  Ready  .Prints. 
Associating  with  him  W.  E.  Andrews  and  W.  H.  Welsh,  he  purchased  the  prop¬ 
erty  of  this  concern,  which  had  theretofore  been  losing  money.  Within  a  few 
years  the  business  of  the  Iowa  Printing  Company  had  grown  and  prospered  to 
such  an  extent  that  Mr.  Witmer  prepared  articles  for  the  organization  of  the 
Western  Newspaper  Union,  with  the  intention  of  spreading  out  and  establishing 
similar  offices  elsewhere.  Within  a  few  years,  offices  were  established  at  Omaha, 
St.  Paul  and  Kansas  City,  and  the  enterprise  proved  a  great  success  from  the 
beginning.  Health  yielding,  however,  he  retired  from  what  easily  developed  into 
a  wonderful  property.  Lor  several  years  thereafter  he  engaged  actively  in  no 
business  whatever,  but  finally,  after  recovering  his  health,  joined  in  the  organiza¬ 
tion  of  the  New  England  Loan  &  Trust  Company  which  for  some  years  enjoyed 
a  very  profitable  business  with  headquarters  in  Des  Moines.  This  enterprise 
eventually  came  under  the  control  of  eastern  capitalists  and  moved  its  head  office 
to  New  York  city,  where  it  did  a  large  business  until  the  panic  of  1893,  which 
proved  so  disastrous  to  all  mortgage  companies.  He  was  for  a  number  of  years 
engaged  in  the  sale  of  American  Investment  Securities  to  English  and  Scottish 
clients.  Having  otherwise  practically  retired  from  business,  he  spent  between 
three  and  four  years  in  travel  throughout  the  British  Isles  and  upon  the  conti- 
ment,  accompanied  by  his  family.  His  children  were  then  of  such  an  age  as  to 
engage  his  attention  to  their  education,  and  his  travels  were  directed  as  much 
with  a  view  to  the  advantages  that  might  be  afforded  them  as  for  business  and 
pleasure. 

Mr.  Witmer  has  for  many  years  been  interested  in  the  hotels  in  this  city, 
having  in  1886  promoted  the  organization  and  financed  the  project  for  the  build¬ 
ing  of  the  Savery  House,  associating  with  him  in  this  enterprise  Frank  Risely 
and  George  H.  Maish.  The  hotel  was  opened  July  5,  1888.  It  was  named  the 
Savery  House,  for  which  Mr.  Witmer  was  responsible,  on  account  of  the  early 
friendship  extended  to  him  by  James  C.  Savery,  one  of  the  pioneer  hotel  men 
of  Des  Moines,  who  built  what  is  now  known  as  the  Kirkwood.  This  house  bore 
his  name  until  after  the  name  of  Governor  Kirkwood  became  a  household  word 
and  the  owners  deemed  it  wise  to  change  the  name  to  that  of  the  Governor  and 
later  United  States  Senator.  A  year  or  two  after  the  opening  of  the  Savery 
House  Mr.  James  C.  Savery  purchased  Mr.  Risely’s  interest,  and  thus  again  be¬ 
came  identified  with  the  hotel  business  of  the  city.  Mr.  Witmer  continued,  how¬ 
ever,  to  be  the  leading  spirit  in  that  enterprise  and  acquired  for  the  hotel  addin 
tional  ground  north  and  west  of  the  property,  and  otherwise  devoting  his  atten¬ 
tion  to  its  improvement  until  to-day  it  is  one  of  the  cleanest  and  best  organized 
properties  in  the  city,  he  and  his  family  still  continuing  in  absolute  control. 

Ever  since  disposing  of  the  Leader  Mr.  Witmer  has  also  been  extensively 
engaged  in  real-estate  operations,  having  purchased  and  developed  numerous 
tracts  of  land  in  various  parts  of  the  city.  He  named  and  platted  Owl’s  Head 
on  Grand  avenue,  between  Twenty-eighth  and  Twenty-ninth,  the  most  beautiful 
addition  in  the  city  of  Des  Moines.  His  own  home  on  the  corner  of  Twenty- 
ninth  and  Grand  avenue  is  evidence  of  his  appreciation  of  this  neighborhood,  and 
stands  as  a  monument  to  his  labors  in  the  development  of  beautiful  residential 
sections.  He  also  named  and  developed  Wessex,  north  of  Kingman  boulevard 
and  west  of  Thirty-fifth  street,  and  Middlesex,  between  Thirty-first  and  Thirty- 
fifth  streets,  north  of  Woodland  avenue,  the  latter  of  which  he  sold  out^  as  a 
whole,  after  building  a  number  of  good  houses,  to  P.  K.  Witmer  and  B.  F.  Kauff¬ 
man.  His  real-estate  operations  in  this  city  have  covered  a  period  of  nearly  forty 
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years,  during  which  time  he  has  bought  and  sold  extensively  and  built  numerous 
lwellings  and  business  blocks.  Mr.  Witmer  was  also  interested  in  coal  mining 
for  many  years  in  east  South  Des  Moines,  and  his  energies  have  been  devoted 
to  the  organization  and  financing  of  these  various  enterprises  with  an  unusual 
measure  of  success. 

In  civic  affairs  Mr.  Witmer  has  always  taken  a  keen  and  active  interest.  He 
was  an  officer  and  member  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  the  predecessor  of  the  Com¬ 
mercial  Exchange,  which  is  now  the  Commercial  Club.  This  was  an  association 
of  leading  business  men  of  the  city  with  objects  exactly  similar  to  the  present 
organization,  and  when  reorganized  into  the  Commercial  Exchange  Mr.  Witmer 
became  its  first  president.  Though  never  an  office-seeker,  he  has  for  many  years 
been  a  conspicuous  figure  in  local  political  affairs.  He  was  once  candidate  for 
the  State  Senate  in  the  days  of  no  hope,  but  notwithstanding  that  the  county  was 
republican  by  over  2,000  majority,  he  came  within  one  hundred  and  eighty  votes 
of  winning  the  race,  while  in  the  town,  which  usually  gave  a  republican  majority 
of  from  six  hundred  to  nine  hundred,  he  had  a  majority  of  over  two  hundred 
votes.  In  1892  he  was  chosen  as  candidate  for  elector-at-large  by  the  democratic 
state  convention.  He  canvassed  the  state  in  joint  debate  with  A.  B.  Cummins, 
who  later  became  governor  and  United  States  senator.  Mr.  Witmer  was  in  Eu¬ 
rope  when  the  national  democratic  organization  was  effected  in  1896  by  demo¬ 
crats  who  opposed  the  election  of  William  J.  Bryan,  but  upon  his  known  convic¬ 
tions  with  respect  to  the  currency  question,  the  national  democrats  who  were  as¬ 
sembled  in  Des  Moines  again  nominated  Mr.  Witmer  for  elector-at-large.  Mr. 
Witmer  believed  that  a  world  standard  in  money  was  essential  to  the  extension 
of  American  trade,  and  therefore  was  found  in  the  ranks  of  those  who  favored 
sound  money  in  the  campaign  which  resulted  in  the  establishment  of  the  gold 
standard.  In  1902  he  was  honored  with  the  appointment  of  commissioner-at- 
large  from  this  state  to  the  St.  Louis  Exposition,  being  recognized  as  democratic 
member-at-large  and  associated  with  ex-governor  William  Larrabee,  who  was 
the  republican  member-at-large.  Upon  the  organization  of  this  commission  Air. 
Witmer  was  made  chairman  of  the  executive  committee,  and  there  devolved  upon 
this  committee  the  chief  labor  in  connection  with  the  expenditure  of  the  appro¬ 
priation  of  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  thousand  dollars.  Although  an  additional 
appropriation  of  twenty-five  thousand  dollars  was  given  by  the  legislature,  the 
commission  so  conducted  its  affairs  that  almost  all  of  this  additional  appropria¬ 
tion  was  returned. 

Mr.  Witmer  is  a  member  of  the  Phi  Kappa  Psi  college  fraternity,  and  in  club 
life  is  affiliated  with  the  Golf  and  Country  Club,  of  which  he  was  a  charter 
member;  the  Tariff  Reform  Club  and  the  City  Club  of  New  York  city,  and  re¬ 
cently  when  the  Grant  Club  provided  for  the  admittance  of  members  who  were 
not  republicans,  Air.  Witmer  joined  that  organization. 

In  church  matters  Mr.  Witmer  has  been  a  stanch  Lutheran,  firm  in  his  con¬ 
victions,  loyal  in  his  faith,  and  substantial  in  his  support.  He  has  been  a  con¬ 
tributor  to  practically  every  new  church  organized  in  this  city,  and  has  made  it  a 
rule  never  to  refuse  to  give  something  for  the  encouragement  and  promotion  of 
church  work.  He  has  also  been  a  liberal  contributor  to  all  public  objects  and 
every  forward  civic  movement,  not  only  of  his  means,  but  of  his  time  and  influ¬ 
ence  as  well.  He  has  been  ardent  in  his  affection  for  Des  Moines  and  for  Iowa. 
Having  traveled  much  at  home  and  abroad,  he  avers  that  for  health,  for  spirit, 
for  comfort  and  happiness,  for  association  with  a  people  of  character  he  has 
found  “no  place  like  home.”  His  early  faith  in  the  city  made  him  a  pioneer  and 
he  names  many  who  followed  him  to  this  place  and  many  more  who  came  after 
the  followers. 

Mr.  Witmer’s  family  life  has  been  ideal,  made  so,  he  says,  through  the  affec¬ 
tionate  and  intelligent  help  of  his  wife,  who  was  Mary  C.  Stein,  daughter  of  A.  G. 
and  Rebecca  Kaiser  Stein.  Mrs.  Witmer,  like  Mr.  Witmer,  is  descended  from 
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the  Palatinate  stock,  and  together  they  gave  pure  German  blood  to  their  childien, 
though  nearly  two  hundred  years  of  American  ancestry  piecedes,  a  lathei  excep 
tional  example  of  keeping  the  blood  pure.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Witmer  were  married 
in  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania,  November  7,  1871,  and  four  weeks  later  visited 
Des  Moines  with  a  view  of  a  possible  location  here,  and  the  decision  was  avor 
able.  It  was  their  earliest  partnership  conclusion  and  was  a  success,  and  so  t  ey 
have  always  consulted  each  other,  as  all  good  husbands  and  wives  shou  c  °- 
Mr.  Witmer  has  been  an  active  worker  in  church  and  club  woi  '  m  es 
Moines,  and  never  fails  to  do  her  part.  Bright,  cheerful,  well  educate  anc  cu 
tured  by  extensive  travel,  she  holds  her  place  as  wife,  mother,  neighbor  anc  rien 

in  exalted  station.  '  ...  .  - 

Two  children,  Cornelia  and  William  Wirt,  died  in  early  infancy.  Then  fol¬ 
lowed  Mabel,  who  is  now  Mrs.  Jay  E.  Tone,  and  Helen,  who  is  at  home.  Two 
grandchildren,  Mary  and  Erwin  Tone,  living  next  door  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Witmer, 
furnish  the  homes  of  parents  and  grandparents  with  the  joys  which  the  happy 
families  appreciate  most  of  all  on  earth. 


ADAM  HIDER  PARRIOTT. 

In  the  death  of  Adam  Hider  Parriott,  which  occurred  on  the  22d  of  April, 
ion,  Polk  county  lost  one  of  its  honored  pioneer  residents  and  representative 
agriculturists.  His  birth  occurred  in  Marshall  county,  West  Virginia,  on  the  22 d 
of  October,  1826,  his  parents  being  Wilford  and  Cordelia  (Hider)  Parriott. 
The  father  was  born  in  Annapolis,  Maryland,  on  the  1st  of  April,  1799,  while 
the  mother  was  a  native  of  Virginia.  The  paternal  grandfather,  a  native  o 
France,  emigrated  to  America  in  an  early  day,  as  did  also  the  maternal  grand¬ 
father  of  our  subject,  who  was  born  in  Germany  and  took  up  his  abode  in  the 

state  of  Virginia.  ,  T 

Adam  H.  Parriott  obtained  his  education  in  the  schools  ot  Porter  county,  In¬ 
diana,  and  after  putting  aside  his  text-books  turned  his  attention  to  general  ag¬ 
ricultural  pursuits,  which  claimed  his  time  and  energies  throughout  his  active 
business  career.  In  the  year  1864  he  came  to  Iowa,  taking  up  his  abode  among 
the  early  settlers  of  Jefferson  township,  Polk  county.  His  undertakings  as  an 
agriculturist  were  attended  with  a  gratifying  measure  of  success  and  won  him 
a  place  among  the  substantial  and  representative  residents  of  the  community. 

On  the  25th  of  July,  1850,  in  Porter  county,  Indiana,  Mr.  Parriott  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Miss  Sarah  Hall,  a  daughter  of  Henry  and  Mariah  Hall,  who 
were  natives  of  Massachusetts  and  New  York  respectively.  Their  home  was 
blessed  with  four  children,  as  follows :  Wilford  H.  Parriott,  who  wedded  Miss 
Nora  Hugartt ;  Wallace  A.,  who  married  Lena  Stanford ;  Charles  C.,  who  made 

Miss  Lucy  Taylor  his  wife;  and  Robert  T. 

In  his  political  views  Mr.  Parriott  was  a  stanch  republican  and  his  fellow 
townsmen, ‘recognizing  his  worth  and  ability,  called  him  to  positions  of  public 
trust.  While  a  resident  of  Indiana  he  was  elected  justice  of  the  peace  m  i 85 2 
holding  the  office  for  four  years.  He  was  likewise  chosen  township  clerk  and 
also  served  in  that  position  for  four  years.  In  1870,  after  a  residence  of  six 
years  in  this  county,  he  was  elected  justice  of  the  peace  and  again  served  m  that 
'capacity  for  four  years.  He  also  acted  as  township  assessor  for  two  years  and 
in  1888  was  once  more  elected  justice  of  the  peace,  holding  the  office  for  two 
years  In  the  latter  capacity  his  fair  and  impartial  decisions  won  him  golden 
opinions  from  all  sorts  of  people.”  He  was  a  valued  member  of  the  Tippecanoe 
Club'  a  political  organization,  and  likewise  belonged  to  the  Octogenarian,  a  so¬ 
cial  organization.  In  religious  faith  he  was  a  Methodist  His  demise,  which  oc¬ 
curred  on  the  22d  of  April,  1911,  when  he  had  attained  the  age  of  eighty-four 
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*  years,  brought  a  sense  of  bereavement  to  all  who  knew  him,  for  his  life  had  been 
such  as  to  command  him  to  the  regard  and  friendship  of  those  with  whom  he  came 
in  contact.  Mrs.  Parriott,  who  has  now  resided  within  the  borders  of  Polk 
county  for  forty-seven  years,  also  has  an  extensive  and  favorable  acquaintance 
here. 


LEROY  M.  MANN. 

Some  one,  when  asked  to  characterize  Leroy  M.  Mann,  said-  “He  is  a  big 
man,  physically,  mentally  and  morally.”  The  splendid  and  harmonious  develop¬ 
ment  of  the  trifold  nature  of  the  individual  has  placed  the  subject  of  this  review 
with  the  leading  residents  of  his  adopted  city  and  there  have  been  few  public 
movements  for  the  betterment  of  Des  Moines  in  any  way  that  have  not  profited 
by  the  cooperation  and  support  of  Leroy  M.  Mann.  He  was  born  September 
L  near  Newcastle,  Indiana,  a  son  of  George  H.  and  Margaret  (Davis) 

Mann.  His  grandfather,  Michael  Mann,  was  one  of  the  pioneer  residents  of 
Indiana,  where  he  settled  in  1812,  removing  from  Virginia  in  that  year.  For 
a  long  period  the  family  were  prominent  planters  and  slave  owners  of  the  Old 
Dominion  and  the  great-grandfather,  Captain  Jacob  Mann,  was  a  compatriot 
and  friend  of  Daniel  Boone.  The  father,  George  H.  Mann,  was  born  in  1819 
and  devoted  his  life  to  teaching  and  farming  but  was  killed  by  a  horse  when 
only  thirty-six  years  of  age.  He  was  a  highly  intellectual  man,  well  educated 
for  one  of  his  day,  and  a  strict  moralist.  He  was  a  profound  Baptist,  always 
taking  an  acti\  e  pait  in  the  work  of  that  church,  and  was  for  many  vears  squire 
of  the  town  of  Sulphur  Springs,  Indiana.  His  wife  was  a  native  of  Fincastle, 
\  irginia,  and  was  reared  in  the  same  neighborhood  as  Bishop  Taylor  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  church.  She  survived  until  1886,  passing  away  at  the 
age  of  sixty-eight  years,  and  her  remains  were  interred  at  Fairmount,  West 
\  irginia.  She  also  was  a  most  consistent  member  of  the  Baptist  church,  al¬ 
ways  giving  freely  of  her  means  and  services  and  taking  a  hand  in  all  kinds 
of  charitable  work.  She  always  manifested  unusual  interest  in  the  home  mis¬ 
sionary  and  benevolent  work,  spending  much  time  among  the  needy  poor  of 
her  community.  To  all  she  was  known  to  be  a  lady  of  strong  character  and 
remarkable  mental  ability.  Though  always  a  most  kind  and  loving  mother,  she 
was  exceedingly  patriotic  and  when  the  war  broke  out  in  1861,  in  spite  of  the 
criticisms  of  many  neighbors  who  were  in  sympathy  with  the  rebel  cause,  she 
w  as  glad  to  send  her  eldest  son  to  the  front  even  though  he  was  then  the  main 
support  on  the  farm.  The  family  numbered  five  children,  of  whom  Leroy  M. 
Mann  is  the  fourth  in  order  of  oirth.  The  eldest,  Austin  W.,  was  rendered 
totally  deaf  by  an  attack  of  scarlet  fever  in  childhood  and  was  educated  at  and 
graduated  from  the  school  for  the  deaf  at  Indianapolis,  Indiana.  Later  he 
spent  a  number  of  years  as  instructor  at  the  institution  for  the  deaf  at  Flint, 
Michigan,  and  was  afterward  ordained  a  minister  of  the  Episcopal  church,' 
being  the  second  deaf  and  dumb  person  in  the  history  of  the  church  to  be  so 
ordained.  For  some  years  following  he  was  the  only  deaf  and  dumb  minister 
of  the  church  in  the  world.  He  founded  missions  for  the  educated  adult  deaf 
m  many  of  the  large  cities,  among  them  Chicago,  Pittsburg,  Cleveland  and  Cin¬ 
cinnati,.  which  are  still  in  successful  operation,  and  devoted  thirty-eight  years 
to  administering  to  the  spiritual  needs  of  deaf  people.  The  work^  to  which  he 
had  devoted  almost  a  lifetime  was  terminated  by  his  sudden  demise  at  Columbus, 
Ohio,  in  February,  1911.  Judson  L.  Mann,  the  second  of  the  family,  now  liv¬ 
ing  in  Tacoma,  Washington,  is  a  prosperous  fruit  rancher  and  a  veteran  of  the 
Civil  war.  He  joined  the  Seventeenth  Indiana  Volunteers  when  seventeen  years 
of  age  and  served  for  four  years  and  four  months.  John  W.  Mann  is  a  wealthy 
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ranchman  of  Rushville,  Nebraska.  The  only  daughter  of  the  family,  Sarah  C, 
became  the  wife  of  William  Hays,  of  Latrobe,  Pennsylvania. 

When  asked  where  he  acquired  his  education,  Mr.  Mann  replied,  “In  the 
University  of  Adversity,”  which  is  a  most  fitting  explanation  for  one  whose 
boyhood  advantages  were  so  limited.  When  a  youth  of  seventeen  he  came  to 
Iowa,  where  he  worked  for  a  time  upon  a  farm  and  attended  school  during  the 
winter  months.  Later  he  engaged  in  steamboating  on  the  tributaries  of  the 
upper  Mississippi  river  and  afterward  became  engaged  in  the  fur  trapping  busi¬ 
ness  on  the  northern  frontier  bordering  on  the  Hudson  Bay  country,  meeting 
with  many  stirring  adventures  while  thus  engaged.  For  a  time  he  taught  school 
near  the  Hudson  Bay  settlement  in  Minnesota.  The  fur  trapping  business 
eventually  ended  in  financial  failure  and  he  returned  to  Muscatine,  Iowa,  where 
he  gained  a  livelihood  by  working  in  brick  and  lumber  yards  until  1876,  when 
he  went  to  Virginia  for  a  time.  On  returning  to  this  state  he  secured  employ¬ 
ment  at  farm  labor,  receiving  twenty  dollars  per  month  as  compensation  for 
his  services.  From  this  small  amount  he  saved  until  his  cash  capital  was  two 
hundred  dollars,  which  sum  he  invested  in  a  general  store  at  Sweetland,  Mus¬ 
catine  county.  In  the  new  venture  he  met  with  success  and  his  income  was 
further  enhanced  by  the  fact  that  he  was  appointed  postmaster  and  received  a 
salary  of  fifty  dollars  per  year !  When  twenty-one  years  of  age  he  was  elected 
justice  of  the  peace  and,  while  he  had  no  -real  knowledge  of  the  law,  his  com¬ 
mon  sense  and  his  love  of  justice  enabled  him  to  dispose  of  the  cases  in  a 
manner  highly  satisfactory.  He  relates  that  in  one  instance',  through  his  inex¬ 
perience,  he  proceeded  with  a  trial  and  rendered  a  verdict  without  the  formality 
of  swearing  the  witnesses.  For  two  years  he  continued  in  Sweetland  and  then 
removed  to  Corning,  Iowa,  where  he  engaged  in  retail  merchandising,  meeting 
with  gratifying  success.  His  connection  with  Corning  covered  ten  and  a  half 
years,  during  which  time  he  served  as  a  member  of  the  city  council  and  as 
school  director  and  also  took  an  active  and  helpful  interest  in  the  school  for 
the  deaf  at  Council  Bluffs,  doing  much  to  interest  parents  in  the  education  of 
their  deaf  and  often  neglected  children. 

Seeking  a  larger  field  for  his  business  activities,  Mr.  Mann  removed  to  Des 
Moines  in  1884  and  at  once  became  largely  interested  in  buying  and  selling  farm 
and  city  properties  on  his  own  account,  to  which  he  has  since  devoted  his  at¬ 
tention.  Shortly  after  his  arrival  he  evolved  the  idea  of  spanning  the  river  with 
a  bridge  at  Sixth  avenue  and  became  associated  with  Hoyt  Sherman,  Father 
Brazil,  Captain  J.  S.  Clark,  E.  R.  Clapp,  Adam  Howell  and  others  in  building 
the  bridge  which  on  its  completion  they  donated  to  the  city,  thus  making  available 
what  has  since  become  one  of  the  most  popular  suburban  sections  of  Des 
Moines.  Mr.  Mann  was  also  one  of  the  promoters  and  principal  financial  back¬ 
ers  of  the  belt  line  railway  and  furnished  a  large  part  of  the  capital  for  building 
the  Highland  Park  College,  the  financial  obligations  of  which  he  assumed  at  a 
later  day  when  that  institution  became  involved  in  financial  straits.  He  re¬ 
mained  in  active  management  of  its  affairs  for  two  years.  In  reviewing  the 
life  of  Mr.  Mann  it  seems  that  his  thought,  his  interest  and  his  activities  have 
reached  out  to  almost  every  line  in  any  way  affecting  the  welfare,  the  building 
and  improvment  of  his  adopted  city.  He  built  the  Zoo  Park,  Des  Moines’ 
pioneer  amusement  park,  and  there  installed  a  fine  collection  of  animals,  a 
steamboat,  gondolas  and  various  other  devices  for  the  amusement  of  the  pub¬ 
lic.  The  venture  proved  a  success  and  the  park  became  the  popular  pleasure 
resort  of  its  day.  The  property  which  had  been  considered  practically  waste 
land  was  afterward  sold  at  a  handsome  profit.  His  efforts,  however,  have  been 
chiefly  put  forth  along  the  line  of  home  building  and  few  men  have  done  more 
to  make  Des  Moines  what  it  is  today — a  city  of  beautiful  and  attractive  homes. 
He  was  the  chief  promoter  of  beautiful  Highland  Park,  one  of  the  fine  resi¬ 
dence  districts  of  which  the  city  is  justly  proud.  Outside  his  business  inter- 


1380 


CITY  OF  DES  MOINES  AND  POLK  COUNTY 


ests  few  men  have  labored  so  diligently  and  so  unselfishly  for  causes  of  civic 
betterment,  education,  church  and  the  various  philanthropies  to  which  he  has 
given  liberally  of  both  his  time  and  means.  About  eleven  years  ago  a  move¬ 
ment  for  the  building  of  an  Iowa  Methodist  hospital  was  started  by  the  late 
Theodore  F.  Gatchell.  Mr.  Mann  was  one  of  the  first  to  enter  into  the  spirit 
of  the  work  and  from  that  day  to  this  his  enthusiasm  and  deep  interest  has 
never  weakened.  Since  the  third  year  of  the  organization  he  has  been  chair¬ 
man  of  the  executive  committee.  At  the  start  some  one  was  needed  to  lay  out 
the  plans  for  a  suitable  system  of  buildings,  some  one  to  investigate  the  various 
designs  of  architecture  of  the  most  modern  hospitals  of  the  country  and  one 
who  could  carry  out  the  practical  ideas  and  lay  the  foundation  for  this  mam¬ 
moth  institution.  This  heavy  task  fell  upon  Mr.  Mann,  but  never  did  he  shrink 
from  it  a  moment.  Instead  he  took  up  the  work  with  a  heart  full  of  hope  and 
conviction  that  he  might  perform  this  duty  that  had  been  thrust  upon  him  to 
the  highest  degree  of  perfection.  In  the  course  of  his  travels,  which  were  from 
San  Francisco  to  Havana,  he  made  a  study  of  hospital  construction  and  equip¬ 
ment.  In  one  of  the  cities  he  found  what  seemed  to  him  to  be  ideal.  He 
brought  home  the  ideas,  studied  them,  drew  up  the  plans,  and  the  success  of 
his  labors  is  demonstrated  by  a  glance  at  The  Iowa  Methodist  Hospital.  Of 
the  twenty-three  hospitals  owned  by  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  both  in 
this  country  and  abroad,  this  is  the  largest  and  best  equipped,  representing  the 
largest  outlay  of  capital.  It  is  not  only  a  credit  to  the  city  of  Des  Moines  but 
to  this  state  and  nation  as  well.  At  the  close  of  1911  the  property  values  at  a 
half  million  dollars.  During  recent  years  it  has  met  with  remarkable  success 
and  although  not  entirely  free  from  incumbrance  at  the  present  time,  its  ob¬ 
ligations  are  moderate  and  will  be  easily  met  within  a  few  years.  A  rule  ex¬ 
ists  that  this  hospital  places  not  as  a  barrier  a  man’s  nationality,  creed  or  color 
and  has  never  refused  to  care  for  anyone  in  actual  need  of  assistance  whether 
able  to  pay  or  not.  Mr.  Mann  says:  “Theodore  F.  Gatchell  (deceased)  was 
the  intellectual  founder  of  the  institution.  The  late  James  Callanan  was  the 
financial  founder,  personally  contributing  sixty  thousand  dollars.”  As  chair¬ 
man  of  the  executive  committee  Mr.  Mann  has  given  liberally  of  his  labor  and 
means,  having  for  the  past  few  years  devoted  more  than  half  his  time  to  this 
work  and  all  without  a  penny  of  compensation.  The  cause  of  education  has 
found  in  him  a  stalwart  champion  and  for  six  years  he  was  a  director  of  the 
public  schools  of  Des  Moines.  He  has  also  been  a  trustee  of  Simpson  College 
for  eight  years  and  is  now  a  member  of  the  board  of  trustees  of  the  Metho¬ 
dist  Episcopal  church.  His  activities,  therefore,  have  been  of  a  most  compre¬ 
hensive  character  and  along  many  lines  he  has  contributed  to  public  progress 
and  improvement.  Mr.  Mann’s  entire  life  has  been  a  most  active  one.  He 
had  engaged  as  farm  hand,  book  and  sewing  machine  agent,  school  teacher,  fur 
trapper  and  trader,  had  failed  in  business  and  paid  every  dollar  of  his  obliga¬ 
tions  and  was  left  stranded  fourteen  hundred  miles  from  home  before  he  had 
reached  his  nineteenth  year.  In  his  early  experience  as  a  merchant  he  was 
extended  credit  largely  on  his  personality.  On  one  occasion  a  peddler  urged 
him  to  take  a  large  stock  of  medicines,  saying  he  would  collect  for  them  on  his 
return  the  following  year.  The  stock  was  sold  at  a  good  profit  but  the  man 
never  returned.  His  money  is  still  waiting  for  him. 

In  August,  1873,  Mr.  Mann  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Elizabeth  A. 
Day,  a  daughter  of  Elmus  and  Rachael  (Conkey)  Day,  of  Washington  county, 
Pennsylvania.  She  was  born  in  February,  1852,  and  in  1865  was  brought  by  her 
parents  to  Iowa,  her  father  becoming  prominent  as  a  stockman  and  farmer  of 
Muscatine  county.  He  served  in  the  legislature  during  the  thirteenth  general 
assembly  and  the  special  session  following  and  although  a  democrat  was  elected 
in  a  strong  republican  county,  defeating  John  Mahin,  the  Muscatine  editor,  by 
seventeen  votes.  He  was  a  cousin  of  the  late  John  M.  Day,  of  this  city,  who 
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ranked  with  Iowa’s  representative  men.  In  religious  faith  he  was  a  strict  Pres¬ 
byterian  and  a  man  of  the  highest  character.  Mrs.  Mann  is  the  eldest  of  her 
father’s  family,  the  others  being:  John  W.  Day,  of  Des  Moines;  Dr.  George  Day, 
of  Lone  Tree,  Iowa;  Ida,  now  Mrs.  O.  H.  Peasley,  of  Indianola,  Iowa;  Hannah, 
the  wife  of  James  Garner,  of  Washington  county,  Pennsylvania;  and  Josephine, 
now  Mrs.  Hugh  Carmichael,  of  Chicago.  Mrs.  Mann  has  been  very  active  in  the 
cause  of  charity,  having  been  especially  interested  for  over  twenty  years,  in  the 
founding  and  maintenance  of  the  Home  for  Friendless  Children,  to  which  she 
has  given  generously  in  time  and  financial  support.  She  is  also  a  member  of 
the  Des  Moines  Woman's  Club  and  is  a  participant  in  the  work  of  that  organiza¬ 
tion.  She  was  one  of  five  persons  who  twenty-one  years  ago  conceived  the  idea 
and  organized  a  home  for  refined  working  girls  and  business  women.  Others 
of  the  organizers  were  Mrs.  Rogers,  Mr.  W.  W.  Fink  and  the  late  Lowry  W. 
Good.  The  home  is  now  known  as  the  Business  Woman’s  Association  and  is 
unquestionably  a  wonderful  institution,  accommodating  about  seventy  members 
and  owning  their  own  property,  which  is  one  of  the  prettiest  and  most  health¬ 
ful  locations  in  Des  Moines. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mann  have  been  born  three  children.  Ben  E.  was  edu¬ 
cated  in  the  high  school  and  Highland  Park  College  and  is  now  successfully 
engaged  in  the  coal  and  sand  business.  He  married  Ollie  Winn  and  has  one 
son,  Elton  E.  Lulu  M.,  who  graduated  from  the  Northwestern  University  at 
Evanston,  Illinois,  is  the  wife  of  Dr.  Howard  D.  Gray,  a  prominent  young  phy¬ 
sician  and  surgeon  of  Des  Moines,  and  they  have  one  son,  Mann  Devier,  aged 
five.  Leroy  M.,  Jr.,  resides  in  Chicago  and  is  unmarried.  The  city  residence 
of  the  Mann  family  is  at  No.  1408  Pleasant  street.  Mr.  Mann  is  a  member  of 
the  Grant  Club  and  the  Commercial  Club  and  has  served  for  two  terms  as  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Real  Estate  Exchange.  Eminently  successful  in  business  affairs,  his 
commercial  activity  finds  an  even  balance  in  his  integrity,  keen  common  sense 
and  broad  humanitarianism,  which  have  won  for  him  the  honor  and  respect  of 
his  fellow  citizens.  Coming  here  in  1884,  his  residence  in  this  city  may  be 
briefly  summed  up  in  twenty-eight  years  of  good  citizenship. 


LLOYD  E.  MORGAN. 

Reared  in  the  drug  business,  Lloyd  E.  Morgan,  now  an  established  pharma¬ 
cist  of  Ankeny,  early  became  acquainted  with  the  vocation  to  which  he  is  devot¬ 
ing  his  life  and  for  which  he  has  shown  special  adaptability.  He  was  born  in 
Adams  county,  Iowa,  April  14,  1882,  a  son  of  Fred  E.  and  Jennie  E.  (Jones) 
Morgan,  natives  respectively  of  Minnesota  and  Virginia.  They  were  married 
in  Iowa  and  are  now  living  at  Van  Mieter,  Dallas  county,  this  state.  The  father 
has  been  for  a  number  of  years  well  known  as  a  druggist  and  pharmacist. 

Lloyd  E.  Morgan  was  the  eldest  in  a  family  of  four  children.  He  received 
his  preliminary  education  in  the  common  schools  and  later,  for  a  short  time,  at¬ 
tended  the  North  high  school  at  Des  Moines  and  Highland  Park  College,  graduat¬ 
ing  in  pharmacy  from  the  latter  institution  in  1906.  He  engaged  as  a  drug  clerk  at 
Shenandoah  and  subsequently  at  Essex,  gaining  practical  experience  which  has 
assisted  him  very  materially  since  he  entered  business  upon  his  own  account.  In 
1909  he  opened  up  an  establishment  at  Ankeny,  in  which  he  carries  a  well  selected 
stock.  The  business  has  steadily  increased  and  gives  promise  of  liberal  returns 
upon  the  investment.  Mr.  Morgan  is  a  young  man  of  gentlemanly  address,  thor¬ 
oughly  qualified  for  the  responsibility  which  he  has  assumed,  and  is  very  popular 

in  the  community.  __ T  ,  .  , 

In  1908  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Ethel  A.  Hales,  who  was  boin 

March  13,  1888,  a  daughter  of  E.  T.  and  Mabel  (Wolf)  Hales.  The  father  was 
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born  in  England  and  the  mother  in  Indiana,  and  they  are  now  living  at  Essex. 
By  a  previous  marriage  Mrs.  Hales  was  the  mother  of  two  children. 

Mr.  Morgan  is  a  valued  member  of  the  Brotherhood  of  American  Yeomen 
and  politically  gives  his  allegiance  to  the  republican  party,  accepting  its  princi¬ 
ples  as  those  best  adapted  for  the  prosperity  of  the  entire  country.  He  and  his 
wife  are  firm  believers  in  the  Christian  religion  and  are  stanch  members  of  the 
Methodist  church.  They  are  both  held  in  high  esteem  by  all  with  whom  they 
come  in  contact,  and  the  excellent  start  which  Mr.  Morgan  has  made  in  business 
and  his  reputation  as  a  man  of  integrity  and  honor  give  bright  hopes  as  to  his 
future. 


WILLIAM  S.  LEAVERTON. 

Energy  and  thrift  have  been  strong  resultant  factors  in  the  success  of  Will¬ 
iam  S.  Leaverton,  who  is  recognized  as  one  of  the  capable  stockmen  and  agricul¬ 
turists  of  Polk  county.  His  birth  occurred  in  Van  Buren  county,  Iowa,  on  the 
14th  of  March,  1867,  his  parents  being  James  and  Lucretia  (Nance)  Leaverton, 
the  father  a  native  of  Ohio  and  the  mother  of  West  Virginia.  James  Leaverton 
came  to  Iowa  during  pioneer  days,  purchasing  a  farm  in  Van  Buren  county, 
which  he  cleared  and  improved,  continuing  its  operation  until  his  demise,  in  Sep¬ 
tember,  1908,  when  he  was  eighty-five  years  of  age.  The  mother  of  our  subject 
still  survives  at  the  age  of  eighty- four  and  makes  her  home  in  Van  Buren 
county. 

Reared  on  the  homestead  in  his  native  county  William  S.  Leaverton  obtained 
his  education  in  the  district  schools.  After  laying  aside  his  school  books  he  as¬ 
sisted  his  father  in  the  cultivation  of  the  home  farm  until  he  had  attained  his 
majority.  In  1888  he  left  home  and  went  to  Nebraska,  where  he  resided  for  a 
time,  and  then  returned  to  Iowa,  taking  a  position  on  the  farm  of  his  brother-in- 
law  in  Polk  county.  He  remained  there  for  three  years,  receiving  for  his  serv¬ 
ices  twenty  dollars  per  month  for  nine  months,  while  in  the  winter  he  worked 
for  his  board.  At  the  expiration  of  that  time  he  rented  land  in  Jefferson  town¬ 
ship,  which  he  cultivated  for  six  years,  and  then  by  means  of  constant  application 
and  the  most  rigid  economy  he  accumulated  the  capital  necessary  to  purchase 
eighty  acres  of  land,  which  forms  the  nucleus  of  his  present  homestead.  Good 
judgment  and  capable  management  in  the  direction  of  his  affairs  made  it  possi¬ 
ble  for  Mr.  Leaverton  to  add  to  his  holdings  from  time  to  time  until  he  now 
owns  two  hundred  acres  of  excellent  farm  land.  He  has  wrought  many  improve¬ 
ments  in  his  property  during  the  period  of  his  residence  here  and  it  is  now  one 
of  the  model  farms  of  the  township.  He  engages  in  general  farming  but  raises 
a  great  deal  of  stock,  keeping  thirty  head  of  cattle  and  seven  head  of  horses, 
while  he  raises  one  hundred  and  fifty  head  of  hogs. 

On  the  5th  of  April,  1891,  Mr.  Leaverton  consummated  his  plans  for  a  home 
by  his  marriage  to  Miss  Bertha  Shafer,  a  daughter  of  Herman  and  Augusta 
(Hotchkiss)  Shafer,  natives  of  Ohio  and  New  York  respectively.  Her  father, 
who  was  a  farmer,  removed  from  Missouri  to  Iowa  at  an  early  day,  settling  on 
a  farm  in  Polk  county,  in  the  cultivation  of  which  he  engaged  until  his  demise, 
which  occurred  in  September,  1891.  Her  mother,  who  is  sixty-two  years  of  age,’ 
is  now  residing  in  Granger,  Iowa.  Unto  Air.  and  Mrs.  Leaverton  have  been  born 
three  children :  Robert  H.,  Ruby  Lucretia  and  Martha  Irene. 

Mr.  Leaverton  is  a_  member  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  of 
Granger,  and  he  and  his  family  affiliate  with  the  Christian  church.  Ever  since 
age  conferred  upon  him  the  right  of  suffrage  he  has  given  his  political  support 
to  the  candidates  of  the  democratic  party,  and  although  he  has  never  sought  pub¬ 
lic  honors  he  is  now  serving  as  a  member  of  the  board  of  school  directors.  Dur- 
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ing  the  long  period  of  his  residence  in  Jefferson  township  Mr.  Leaverton  has  be¬ 
come  known  not  only  as  a  competent  agriculturist  but  a  man  possessing  more 
than  average  business  sagacity,  to  which  qualities  his  success  is  very  largely  at¬ 
tributable. 


VOLTAIRE  P.  TWOMBLY. 

The  name  of  Voltaire  P.  Twombly  is  inscribed  high  on  the  roll  of  Iowa’s  hon¬ 
ored  and  distinguished  sons.  He  was  born  February  21,  1842,  near  Farmington, 
yan  Buren  county,  when  this  state  was  under  territorial  government.  His  father, 
Samuel  Tuttle  Twombly,  was  born  February  3,  1817,  in  the  town  of  Madburry,’ 
now  Dover,  New  Hampshire,  but  was  reared  and  educated  in  Maine.  On  re¬ 
moving  westward  he  engaged  in  teaching  school  in  New  Harmony,  Indiana,  and 
later  in  Natchez,  Mississippi.  He  afterward  removed  to  Salubria,  Van  Buren 
county,  Iowa,  where  he  formed  the  acquaintance  of  and  married  Miss  Dorothy 
Carter  Wilder  in  1840.  She  was  born  June  16,  1819,  in  the  town  of  Westminster, 
Worcester  county,  Massachusetts,  and  was  there  reared  and  educated.  With  her 
sister’s  family  she  went  to  Salubria  in  August,  1838.  Two  years  after  she  be¬ 
came  the  wife  of  Samuel  Tuttle  Twombly  he  passed  away  in  Van  Buren  county  in 
September,  1842.  His  wife  long  survived  him,  her  death  occurring  at  Keosau¬ 
qua,  Iowa,  in  1896. 

Voltaire  P.  Twombly  acquired  his  education  in  the  common  schools  and  in 
Lane  Academy  of  Keosauqua,  and  also  attended  a  commercial  school  at  Burling¬ 
ton.  Iowa,  from  August  until  December,  1865.  He  was  engaged  in  business  at 
Ottumwa,  Iowa,  as  a  flour  merchant  from  that  date  until  December,  1867,  and 
in  January,  1868,  turned  his  attention  to  the  milling  business  at  Pittsburg,  Van 
Buren  county,  where  he  remained  until  April,  1876.  In  the  latter  year  he  became 
a  merchant  of  Keosauqua  and  was  thus  identified  with  its  commercial  circles  until 
1880,  when  he  was  called  from  private  life  to  accept  the  office  of  county  treas¬ 
urer  of  Van  Buren  county,  which  position  he  filled  for  four  years,  and  upon 
his  retirement  from  that  office,  in  1884,  he  became  mayor  of  the  city.  Still  higher 
political  honors  awaited  him,  however,  for  in  January,  1885,  he  became  state  treas¬ 
urer,  which  position  he  filled  by  reelection  until  January,  1891.  An  irreproachable 
record  as  a  public  officer  commended  him  to  the  confidence  and  support  of  the 
public  when,  on  his  retirement  from  the  position  of  state  treasurer,  he  entered 
the  field  of  banking,  assisting  in  the  organization  of  the  Home  Savings  Bank  of 
Des  Moines,  of  which  he  was  a  director  and  president  from  June,  1891,  until 
January,  1901.  In  October  of  the  latter  year  he  became  half-owner  and  financial 
manager  of  the  Capitol  Hill  Granite  &  Marble  Works,  remaining  actively  at  the 
head  of  the  business  until  June,  1905,  since  which  time  he  has  not  taken  part  in 
the  management  of  any  business  interests. 

An  interesting  chapter  in  the  history  of  Voltaire  P.  Twombly  covers  his  service 
in  the  Civil  war.  He  enlisted  April  24,  1861,  under  the  first  call  for  troops  to 
suppress  the  Rebellion,  issued  by  President  Lincoln,  and  was  mustered  into  the 
United  States  service,  May  27,  1861,  at  Keokuk,  Iowa,  as  a  private  of  Company 
F,  Second  Iowa  Infantry.  In  October  of  that  year  he  was  promoted  to  the  rank 
of  corporal  and  assigned  to  the  color  guard.  He  took  part  with  the  regiment  in 
a  charge  upon  the  Rebel  works  at  Fort  Donelson,  Tennessee,  on  the  15th  of  Feb¬ 
ruary,  1862,  carrying  the  colors  into  that  stronghold  after  the  color  sergeant  and 
four  corporals  had  been  .shot  down.  For  this  he  received  honorable  mention  in 
the  report  of  Colonel  Tuttle.  He  was  awarded  the  Congressional  Medal  of  Honor 
for  gallantry  at  Fort  Donelson  and  on  the  16th  of  February,  1862,  he  was  pro¬ 
moted  to  the  rank  of  sergeant  and  acting  color-sergeant,  as  such  carrying  the 
colors  of  the  regiment  during  the  battle  of  Shiloh,  on  the  6th  and  7th  of  April, 
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1862.  During  the  advance  upon  and  capture  of  Corinth,  Mississippi,  and  until 
August  1,  1862,  he  acted  as  second  lieutenant  of  his  company  and  received  a 
commission  in  that  rank,  dated  August  1,  1862.  As  such  he  took  part  in  the  bat¬ 
tle  of  Corinth,  October  3d  and  4th,  and  was  severely  wounded ;  was  also  in  the 
Atlanta  campaign  from  the  1st  of  May  to  the  1st  of  September,  1864;  was 
wounded  in  the  battle  of  Jonesboro,  Georgia,  on  the  31st  of  August  of  that  year  ; 
was  promoted  first  lieutenant  and  adjutant  in  June,  1864,  and  captain  on  the 
1  oth  of  November  following.  He  participated  in  the  celebrated  march  from  At¬ 
lanta  to  the  sea,  and  on  north  through  the  Carolinas  as  acting  assistant  inspector 
general  of  the  brigade,  and  was  present  at  the  surrender  of  the  Rebel  forces,  un¬ 
der  General  Joseph  E.  Johnston,  at  Raleigh,  North  Carolina.  He  then  proceeded 
on  the  march  to  Washington  and  participated  in  the  Grand  Review  at  the  close  of 
the  war.  He  was  then  transferred  to  Louisville,  Kentucky,  was  mustered  out  of 
service,  July  12,  1865,  and  received  his  final  discharge,  July  20,  1865. 

It  was  less  dian  a  year  after  his  return  from  the  army  that  Captain  Twom- 
bly  was  married,  on  the  1st  of  May,  1866,  to  Miss  Chloe  Agnes  Funk,  a  daughter 
of  William  and  Susan  E.  Funk,  and  a  native  of  Doylestown,  Ohio,  born  February 
9,  1845.  She  went  with  her  father’s  family  to  Van  Buren  county,  Iowa,  in  1848, 
and  was  educated  in  the  common  schools  and  Lane  Academy  of  Keosauqua,  and 
in  the  Denmark  Academy  of  Lee  county,  Iowa.  Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Twombly 
was  born  a  daughter,  Eva,  whose  birth  occurred  at  Keosauqua,  November  10, 
1878,  and  who  is  now  the  wife  of  Clyde  W.  Jeffries.  They  have  one  child,  Marion 
Louise,  born  January  29,  1910. 

While  in  the  army,  at  which  time  age  conferred  upon  him  the  right  of  fran¬ 
chise,  Captain  Twombly  began  voting  with  the  republican  party  and  has  never 
seen  reason  to  change  his  political  allegiance.  He  has  been  a  member  of  the 
Masonic  fraternity  since  1866  and  is  still  prominently  connected  with  the  LTnion 
forces  of  the  Civil  war  as  a  member  of  the  Grand  A_rmy  of  the  Republic.  He  is 
a  past  post  commander  and  past  assistant  quartermaster  general  of  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Iowa,  G.  A.  R.,  belongs  to  the  Military  Order  of  the  Loyal  Legion  of 
the  United  States,  Commandery  of  Iowa,  and  has  held  the  office  of  recorder  and 
commander.  His  religious  faith  is  that  of  the  Congregational  church.  Prom¬ 
inence  and  honors  have  come  to  him,  but  they  have  been  worthily  won  and  have 
been  worn  with  becoming  modesty. 


HON.  BERYL  F.  CARROLL. 

Hon.  Beryl  F.  Carroll,  the  eighteenth  governor  of  Iowa,  is  the  first  native 
born  Iowan  to  hold  that  office.  He  was  born  on  a  farm  in  Davis  county,  March 
15,  i860,  where  his  parents  had  located  in  1854,  having  removed  to  Iowa  from 
Ohio  in  1853.  The  Present  governor  is  the  twelfth  in  a  family  of  thirteen 
children,  nine  of  whom  are  still  living.  He  attended  a  country  school  in  Davis 
county  and  later  pursued  his  studies  at  college  in  Bloomfield.  In  1884  he  was 
graduated  from  the  Missouri  State  Normal  at  Kirksville,  Missouri,  and  he 
taught  in  the  graded  schools  of  that  state  for  five  years.  On  the  15th  of  June, 
1886,  he  married  Miss  Jennie  Dodson,  and  they  now  have  two  sons. 

In  1889  Governor  Carroll  located  at  Bloomfield  and  for  two  years  was  en¬ 
gaged  in  business  with  his  brother.  In  1891  he  became  editor  of  the  Davis 
County  Republican,  which  paper  he  continued  to  publish  until  the  fall  of  1902. 
He  was  district  elector  for  the  sixth  congressional  district  of  Iowa  in  the  electoral 
college  of  1892  and  in  1895  was  elected  state  senator  from  the  counties  of  Ap¬ 
panoose  and  Davis.  He  served  in  the  twenty-sixth  and  twenty-seventh  assem¬ 
blies.  In  1902  he  was  elected  auditor  of  the  state  and  held  that  office  three 
terms.  In  the  June  primary,  1908,  he  received  the  republican  nomination  for 
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governor  of  Iowa  and  was  elected  at  the  November  election,  being  inaugurated 
January  14,  1909.  He  was  renominated  at  the  June  primary  in  1910  and  re¬ 
elected  at  the  June  election. 

Governor  Carroll  is  recognized  in  other  states  as  an  insurance  expert  and  is 
constantly  being  communicated  with  by  the  insurance  departments  of  other 
states.  Pie  is  one  of  the  very  few  elected  governors  who  is  not  a  lawyer.  He 
holds  a  degree  of  LL.  D.  from  Simpson  College  and  is  a  member  of  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  church.  His  administration  has  been  marked  by  the  reorganiza¬ 
tion  of  many  of  the  state  departments  for  the  purpose  of  increasing  their  effi¬ 
ciency  and  preserving  greater  economy. 


WILLIAM  HOUSTON  SMITH. 

William  Houston  Smith,  president  of  the  Elaterite  Paint  &  Manufacturing 
Company,  has  developed  a  business  in  this  connection  which  has  grown  to  ex¬ 
tensive  proportions  and  covers  a  wide  territory. 

Mr.  Smith  is  a  native  of  Albany,  New  York,  born  October  31,  1859.  His 
father,  John  Smith,  a  native  of  Belfast,  Ireland,  came  to  America  in  his  boyhood 
days,  settling  in  Albany  where  he  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  shoes  through¬ 
out  his  remaining  days,  passing  away  a  few  years  ago  when  seventy-two  years 
of  age.  His  wife,  who  in  her  maidenhood  was  Catherine  Houston,  was  a  native 
of  Scotland  and  in  her  girlhood  days  came  to  the  United  States.  She  died 
nineteen  years  ago  at  the  age  of  sixty-three.  Both  were  descended  from  an¬ 
cestry  largely  connected  with  the  leading  professions. 

William  H.  Smith  was  the  second  in  a  family  of  eight  children  and  the  pub¬ 
lic  and  high  schools  of  Albany  provided  him  with  his  educational  advantages. 
At  the  age  of  eighteen  years  he  became  connected  with  the  engraving  business 
at  Albany,  there  learning  the  trade.  While  still  a  resident  of  the  Empire  State 
he  became  a  member  of  the  Tenth  Regiment  of  the  New  York  National  Guard, 
holding  the  rank  of  major  when  he  resigned.  He  was  also  connected  with  the 
Albany  Military  Academy  as  an  instructor  in  tactics,  devoting  certain  days  of 
each  week  for  a  short  time  to  that  work.  After  two  years’  connection  with  the 
engraving  business  he  removed  westward  to  Chicago  to  accept  a  position  with 
R&G.  Dun  &  Company  and  a  year  later  was  transferred  to  the  Des  Moines  office 
as  assistant  manager  at  this  point.  Two  years  later  he  resigned  the  position 
to  go  upon  the  road  for  the  wholesale  furnishing  goods  and  notion  house  of 
George  White  &  Company  of  Des  Moines,  for  whom  he  traveled  about  twenty 
years^  This  brought  him  wide  experience  and  at  the  same  time  stimulated  his 
determination  to  some  day  engage  in  business  on  his  own  account.  In  the 
spring  of  1905,  feeling  that  conditions  were  favorable  for  carrying  out  this 
lono-  cherished  hope,  he  joined  Frank  M.  Carroll  in  the  organization  of  the 
Elaterite  Paint  &  Manufacturing  Company,  of  which  he  has  since  been  the 
president.  They  established  a  plant  for  the  manufacture  of  paint  from  elaterite 
carbons,  and  the  Elaterite  paint  has  since  won  a  reputation  and  gamed  a  sale 
that  has  enabled  them  to  establish  branch  offices  throughout  the  United  States 
and  also  in  Toronto,  Canada,  while  their  sales  extend  to  all  parts  of  the  civil¬ 
ized  world.  Mr.  Smith’s  ability  as  an  outside  man  and  his  partner’s  ability  m 
the  development  and  organization  of  systematic  business  methods  m  the  office 
have  constituted  the  most  potent  features  in  their  success,  the  efforts  and  labors 
of  one  ably  supplementing  and  rounding  out  the  work  of  the  other,  thus  con¬ 
stituting  this  a  strong  and  resourceful  firm.  They  are  also  interested  m  mining 
in  the  west,  producing  their  own  minerals  for  the  manufacture  of  their  paint 
products.  Gradually  their  business  has  developed  along  substantial  lines,  its 


1386 


CITY  OF  DES  MOINES  AND  POLK  COUNTY 


ramifying  trade  interests  reaching  out  farther  and  farther  until  the  enterprise 
is  one  of  the  most  extensive  and  important  in  Des  Moines. 

On  the  9th  of  January,  1884,  Mr.  Smith  was  married  at  Quaker  Springs, 
New  York,  to  Miss  Minnie  E.  Losee,  a  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Nancy  (Lang) 
Losee,  of  that  place.  They  now  have  one  child,  Frances  Louise,  who  is  a  grad¬ 
uate  of  the  West  high  school  of  Des  Moines  and  now  a  student  in  the  University 
of  Wisconsin  at  Madison.  The  family  reside  at  No.  693  Nineteenth  street  in 
Des  Moines,  where  Mr.  Smith  owns  a  commodious  and  attractive  home,  and  in 
addition  has  a  pleasant  summer  residence  at  Lake  Okoboji.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Smith  hold  membership  in  the  Congregational  church  and  he  is  well  known  in 
fraternal  and  social  relations.  For  a  number  of  years  he  has  been  a  director  of 
the  Iowa  State  Traveling  Men’s  Association,  of  which  he  was  an  early  member 
and  of  which  he  served  for  three  years  as  vice  president.  He  belongs  also  to  the- 
Masonic  fraternity,  and  has  attained  the  Knight  Templar  degree  of  the  York 
Rite  and  the  thirty-second  degree  of  the  Scottish  Rite.  He  has  likewise  crossed 
the  sands  of  the  dessert  with  the  nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine  and  has  member¬ 
ship  relations  with  the  Benevolent  Protective  Order  of  Elks,  Knights  of  Pythias 
and  Modern  Woodmen.  In  more  strictly  social  lines  his  membership  is  with 
the  Grant  and  Hyperion  Clubs.  In  politics  he  is  a  stanch  republican  and,  while 
never  an  aspirant  for  office,  takes  a  citizen’s  interest  in  the  welfare  and  success 
of  his  party  and  has  been  a  delegate  to  its  state  conventions.  He  is  one  whose 
life  has  been  filled  with  “ceaseless  toil  and  endeavor”  and  such  has  been  his 
rugged  honesty  of  purpose,  independence  in  thought  and  action  and  his  in¬ 
tegrity  and  honor,  that  he  has  won  the  respect  and  confidence  of  all  with  whom 
business  or  social  relations  have  brought  him  in  contact.  His  motives  have  been 
of  that  ideal  order  that  practically  make  his  life  a  consecration  to  duty  and  to  the 
measure  of  his  possibilities  for  accomplishing  good. 


HENRY  F.  GARVER. 

For  over  forty  years  the  Garver  family  has  been  prominently  identified  with 
the  business  interests  of  Des  Moines  and  today  Henry  F.  Garver  as  president 
of  the  Enterprise  Mining  Company  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  leading  business 
men  of  the  city.  He  was  born  in  Williams  Center,  Williams  county,  Ohio, 
September  25,  1858,  and  is  a  son  of  George  A.  Garver,  who  died  in  Des  Moines 
on  the  25th  of  July,  1909.  The  father  was  also  a  native  of  Ohio,  his  birth  oc¬ 
curring  in  Tuscarawas  county,  April  18,  1834,  and  he  was  of  Swiss  origin.  De¬ 
ciding  that  the  west  held  more  advantages  than  the  older  states,  he  came  to 
Iowa  in  1871,  settling  at  Des  Moines  on  the  18th  of  April,  that  year.  For  some 
time  he  was  engaged  in  the  hardware  business  but  later  turned  his  attention  to 
coal  mining,  becoming  one  of  the  early  operators  in  Polk  county.  In  early  man¬ 
hood  he  married  Miss  Barbara  R.  Fusselman,  who  was  born  in  De  Kalb  county, 
Indiana,  August  11,  1838,  and  was  of  German  descent.  Her  parents  were  early 
settlers  of  De  Kalb  county.  She  passed  away  a  few  weeks  prior  to  her  hus¬ 
band,  dying  on  the  6th  of  June,  1909.  To  them  were  born  four  children,  namely : 
Henry  F.,  of  this  review;  Ida  M.,  who  was  born  August  2,  i860,  and  died  Sep¬ 
tember  25,  1861 ;  Carlton  M.,  who  was  born  in  Williams  county,  Ohio,  January 
1.  1862;  and  Arthur,  who  was  born  August  10,  1878,  and  died  in  1880.  During 
his  residence  in  Des  Moines  the  father  was  regarded  as  one  of  the  city’s  most 
influential  business  men  and  at  his  death  the  council  adopted  the  following’  reso¬ 
lutions  introduced  by  Mayor  Mathis : 

“Whereas  the  newspapers  chronicle  the  death  of  George  A.  Garver,  a  pioneer 
resident  of  the  city  of  Des  Moines  and  a  former  member  of  the  city  council,  be 
it  ‘Resolved  by  the  city  council  of  the  city  of  Des  Moines,  that  in  the  passing 


ME.  AND  MES.  GEOEGE  GAEVEE 


CITY  OF  DES  MOINES  AND  POLK  COUNTY 


1389 


of  George  A.  Garver  the  city  of  Des  Moines  has  lost  an  honored  and  respected 
citizen  and  one  whose  public  and  private  career  has  contributed  largely  in  its 
development  and  progress.’  Be  it  further  ‘Resolved,  that  in  recognition  of  his 
services  to  the  citizens  of  Des  Moines,  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  be  spread 
upon  the  journals  of  the  proceedings  of  this  council.’  ” 

Henry  F.  Garver  was  about  thirteen  years  of  age  when  he  accompanied  his 
parents  on  their  removal  to  Polk  county.  He  attended  the  public  schools  of 
Fast  Des  Moines  and  also  the  Des  Moines  high  school  and  for  two  years  pur¬ 
sued  his  studies  in  the  Baptist  University  of  Des  Moines.  Laying  aside  his  text¬ 
books  at  the  age  of  seventeen  years,  he  entered  his  father’s  employ,  the  latter 
being  then  engaged  in  the  hardware  business,  being  the  founder  of  the  Garver 
Hardware  Company.  Our  subject  continued  to  devote  his  attention-  to  that 
business  for  three  years,  or  until  it  was  sold  to  his  uncle  John  A.  Garver,  at 
which  time  he  and  his  father  turned  their  attention  to  the  coal-mining  business, 
and  he  has  since  devoted  his  time  and  attention  to  that  industry.  At  the  time 
of  his  father’s  death  he  became  his  successor  as  president  of  the  Enterprise  Coal 
Mining  Company,  operating  mines  in  Douglas  township,  Polk  county,  and  em¬ 
ploying  on  an  average  of  five  hundred  men. 

Mr.  Garver  was  married  in  Fort  Scott,  Kansas,  to  Miss  Winifred  J.  York, 
who  was  born  in  Byron,  Illinois,  January  4,  1866,  and  was  a  daughter  of  Colonel 
A.  M.  York.  She  died  in  Des  Moines  on  the  21st  of  August,  1905.  Two  chil¬ 
dren  were  born  to  this  union:  York  Arthur,  who  was  born  June  24,  1887,  and 
died  in  Des  Moines  on  the  12th  of  May,  1888,  and  Jean  J.,  born  August  28,  1892, 
at  No.  715  Sixteenth  street,  Des  Moines,  who  is  a  graduate  of  the  West  Des 
Moines  high  school  and  is  now  attending  Smith  College  at  Northampton,  Mas¬ 
sachusetts. 

The  family  hold  membership  in  the  Christian  church  and  Mr.  Garver  is  also 
identified  with  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  the  New  Des  Moines  Club.  By  his 
ballot  he  supports  the  men  and  measures  of  the  republican  party  but  has  never 
been  a  politician  in  the  sense  the  word  implies.  He  is.  a  man  of  good  business 
and  executive  ability  and  in  his  undertakings  has  met  with  well  deserved  success. 


CARLTON  M.  GARVER. 

Carlton  M.  Garver,  secretary  of  the  Enterprise  Coal  Mining  Company,  is  the 
younger  of  the  two  surviving  members  of  a  family  of  four  born  unto  his  parents, 
George  and  Barbara  R.  (Fusselman)  Garver,  his  birth  occurring  in  Williams 
Center,  Williams  county,  Ohio,  on  the  1st  day  of  January,  1862.  The  parents 
migrated  to  Iowa,  locating  in  Des  Moines,  on  the  18th  of  April,  1871,  where  the 
father  engaged  in  the  hardware  business. 

The  education  of  Carlton  M.  Garver  was  acquired  in  the  public  schools  of 
East  Des  Moines,  from  the  high  school  of  which  city  he  graduated  with  the 
class  of  1878.  Following  the  completion  of  his  studies  he  entered  the  employ¬ 
ment  of  his  father,  with  whom  he  was  identified  for  several  years  in  the  business 
of  mining  coal,  withdrawing  from  the  company  in  1884  to  go  to  Wyoming, 
where  he  remained  several  years.  Mr.  Garver  returned  to  Iowa  and  at  the 
commencement  of  the  Spanish  war  enlisted  in  Company  C  of  the  Fiftieth  Iowa 
Volunteer  Infantry.  He  served  throughout  the  war  in  that  regiment  and  was 
mustered  out  of  the  service  on  November  30,  1898.  During  the  period  of  the 
trouble  in  the  Philippine  islands  he  served  four  years  in  the  United  States 
transport  sendee,  two  years  on  the  U.  S.  S.  Sheridan  and  two  years  on  the 
U.  S.  S.  Thomas. 
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In  San  Francisco,  California,  on  the  23d  of  August,  1900,  Mr.  Garver  was 
married  to  Miss  Gertrude  Van  Dyne,  a  native  of  California.  Three  children 
have  been  born  of  this  marriage;  George,  whose  birth  occurred  in  San  Francisco 
in  1901 ;  Bayne,  who  was  born  in  Alameda,  California,  in  1903 ;  and  Winifred 
Marion,  whose  birth  occurred  in  Des  Moines  in  1905. 

Mr.  Garver  is  of  Swiss  extraction  on  the  paternal  side  and  English  and 
German  on  the  maternal,  but  his  ancestors  actively  participated  in  the  struggle 
for  liberty  which  entitles  him  to  a  membership  in  the  Sons  of  the  American 
Revolution.  During  his  residence  in  Wyoming  Air.  Garver  served  one  term  as 
mayor  of  the  town  of  Douglas  and  two  terms  as  county  clerk  of  Converse 
county. 


HENRY  SABIN. 

During  the  last  quarter  of  the  last  century,  the  most  prominent  educator  in 
Iowa  was  Dr.  Henry  Sabin,  long  state  superintendent  of  public  instruction.  Henry 
Sabin  was  born  in  Pomfret,  Connecticut,  on  the  23d  day  of  October,  1829.  He 
graduated  from  Amherst  College  in  1852,  and  soon  entered  upon  his  life  work 
as  an  educator.  He  came  to  Clinton,  Iowa,  in  1871.  After  winning  prominence 
as  a  superintendent  of  schools,  in  1878  he  was  elected  president  of  the  state 
teachers'  association.  In  1888  he  became  state  superintendent  of  public  instruc¬ 
tion,  and  took  up  his  residence  at  the  state  capital  He  held  that  position  until 
1892.  In  1894  he  was  rechosen  state  superintendent,  and  held  the  office  until 
1898.  In  that  high  place  he  exerted  great  influence  not  only  in  his  adopted  state 
but  also  in  the  nation.  In  1893,  he  was  president  of  the  department  of  super¬ 
intendence  in  the  National  Educational  Association,  and  in  1895,  chairman  of 
the  committee  on  rural  schools  in  that  association.  Since  his  retirement  from 
active  educational  work,  Dr.  Sabin  has  been  a  helpful  contributor  to  educational 
periodicals.  In  1900,  assisted  by  his  son,  Edwin  L.,  he  wrote  “The  Alaking  of 
Iowa,”  still  used  throughout  the  state  as  an  authority  on  Iowa  history.  In  1903, 
appeared  his  able  work  on  “Common  Sense  Didactics.”  Henry  Sabin  was  a  son 
of  Noah  and  Betsey  (Cleveland)  Sabin.  His  doctor's  degree  came  from  Drake 
University,  Cornell  College  and  the  State  University  of  Iowa.  An  honor  well 
won  and  modestly  worn  by  him  was  the  naming  of  one  of  the  public  schools  of 
Des  Moines  the  “Henry  Sabin  School.”  In  1858  Flenry  Sabin  married  Esther 
F.  Hotchkiss, — whom  he  survives.  Two  sons  blessed  their  union, — the  elder, 
Elbridge  Hosmer,  born  in  1865,  the  younger,  Edwin  Legrand,  born  in  1870. 
The  elder  son  is  a  lawyer  by  profession,  was  a  soldier  in  the  Spanish-American 
war,  and  has  latterly  devoted  his  talents  to  literature,  having  written  several 
successful  books  for  children.  The  younger  is  an  author  by  profession,  having 
written  several  novels  and  books  of  short  stories  and  contributed  many  sketches, 
stories  and  poems  to  the  Century  and  other  leading  magazines.  His  humorous 
poems  and  sketches  have  placed  him  in  the  front  rank  of  American  humorists. 


L.  A.  JESTER. 

It  required  patient  application  and  a  very  liberal  endowment  of  grit  to  carry 
L.  A.  Jester,  of  Des  Aloines,  through  the  years  during  which  he  secured  a  lib¬ 
eral  education  and  thus  prepared  himself  for  the  great  battle  of  life  in  which 
he  has  since  been  earnestly  engaged.  Mr.  Jester  is  now  prominently  identified 
with  the  real-estate  business.  He  is  of  English  descent  on  both  sides  of  the 
family  and  was  born  in  Benton  county,  Iowa,  April  16,  1873,  a  son  °f  Joshua 
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Jester,  who  was  born  in  Delaware,  September  io,  1844.  He  was  a  farmer 
and  also  a  local  Methodist  preacher.  In  1879  he  removed  to  Greene  county, 
Iowa,  where  he  lived  for  sixteen  years,  then  taking  up  his  residence  in  Polk 
county.  The  mother,  Margaret  Cole,  was  born  in  Delaware,  February  22,  1845. 
There  were  six  children  in  the  family  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jester,  three  sons  and 
three  daughters,  namely :  William,  who  is  married  and  lives  at  Los  Angeles, 
California;  Joshua,  Jr.,  who  is  also  married  and  lives  at  Caldwell,  Idaho;  Jennie, 
now  Mrs.  Harvey  Lee,  of  Los  Angeles ;  Emma,  the  wife  of  Earl  Chandler,  of 
Los  Angeles ;  Anna  May,  now  Mrs.  Harry  Gayton,  of  Los  Angeles ;  and  L.  A. 

L.  A.  Jester  received  his  preliminary  education  in  the  common  schools  and  later 
attended  the  Paton  high  school,  continuing  upon  his  father’s  farm  until  twenty 
years  of  age.  Having  resolved  to  secure  as  complete  an  education  as  possible, 
he  hired  a  man  to  take  his  place  upon  the  farm  and  after  attending  a  preparatory 
school  at  Mount  Vernon,  matriculated  at  Cornell  College  from  which  he  was 
graduated  with  the  degree  of  Ph.  B.  in  1898.  Subsequently  he  became  a  student 
in  the  Des  Moines  Law  School  and  entered  the  law  department  of  Drake  Uni¬ 
versity,  from  which  he  was  graduated  with  the  degree  of  LL.  B.  in  1904.  As  it 
was  necessary  for  him  to  earn  the  money  to  pay  his  expenses  at.  the  various  schools 
and  colleges,  he  taught  school  for  several  years  and  for  three  years  was  prin¬ 
cipal  of  the  Central  City,  Iowa,  schools.  He  also,  for  some  time,  was  a  teacher 
of  law  and  English  in  the  Capital  City  Commercial  College.  After  leaving  the 
university  he  associated  with  his  father  in  the  real-estate  and  insurance  business 
in  the  Bank  building  and  now  devotes  his  attention  to  handling  large  bodies  of 
land.  He  has  been  highly  successful  not  only  in  the  real-estate  business  but  also 
in  promoting  a  friendly  feeling  among  the  business  men  of  the  city,  and  for  five 
years  past  has  served  most  acceptably  as  secretary  of  the  East  Des  Moines  Com¬ 
mercial  League. 

On  the  24th  day  of  September,  1902,  Mr.  Jester  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Miss  Lydia  M.  Hatch,  of  Central  City,  a  daughter  of  Henry  and  Sarah  (Jor¬ 
dan)  Hatch.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jester  are  the  parents  of  one  son,  Ralph,  who  was 
born  September  19,  1903.  Politically  Mr.  Jester  is  a  stanch  supporter  of  the 
republican  party  and  in  religious  belief  he  gives  his  adherence  to  the  Methodist 
church.  He  is  a  valued  member  of  the  Modern  Brotherhood  of  America  and 
also  of  the  Grand  View  Golf  Club.  He  is  recognized  in  business  circles  as  a 
man  of  unusual  enterprise  and  perfect  reliability,  his  word  at  all  times  being 
as  good  as  his  bond,  and  it  is  due  largely  to  his  acknowledged  integrity  of  char¬ 
acter  that  he  occupies  the  high  position  accorded  him  by  the  best  business  men 
of  the  city. 


MICHAEL  E.  GANNON. 

Fifty  years  ago  the  subject  of  this  review  opened  his  eyes  to  the  light  of  day 
on  a  farm  in  Polk  county  and  here  he  has  spent  his  entire  life.  Today  he  is 
recognized  as  one  of  the  most  highly  successful  citizens  of  the  county,  being 
classed  among  the  prosperous  and  progressive  farmers.  He  is  also  well  known 
in  financial  circles.  He  was  born  October  21,  1861,  the  son  of  William  and 
Katherine  Gannon,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Ireland.  Mr.  Gannon,  Sr., 
emigrated  to  America  in  1849  and  spent  several  years  in  Illinois.  He  came  to 
Des  Moines  July  4,  1856,  and  from  that  time  became  identified  with  Polk  county. 
There  were  nine  children  in  the  family  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gannon,  namely:  John, 
now  of  Valeria,  Iowa ;  William,  of  Mingo ;  Hugh,  of  Elyria ;  Michael  E., 
the  subject  of  this  review;  Alice,  of  Elyria;  Catherine,  now  living  at  Marshall¬ 
town;  Ellen,  a  resident  of  Mingo;  Lizzie,  who  is  living  at  Auburn;  and  Mary, 
deceased. 
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Michael  E.  Gannon  received  his  early  education  in  the  public  schools  and 
after  laying  his  books  aside  devoted  his  attention  to  farming  in  which  he  has 
ever  since  continued  with  such  gratifying  success  that  he  is  now  the  owner 
of  five  hundred  and  thirty-four  acres  of  good  land  in  this  county.  He  is  a 
general  farmer  but  specializes  in  stock-raising  and  feeding  and  in  dealing  in 
cattle.  As  he  is  a  good  judge  of  stock  and  is  thoroughly  posted  as  to  values  he 
has  for  years  been  known  as  a  leading  stockman  in  this  part  of  the  county.  He 
is  also  president  of  the  Bank  of  Bondurant,  a  position  which  he  fills  to  the 
great  acceptance  of  all  who  are  connected  with  that  institution  and  also  of  the 
people  of  the  community. 

April  29,  1889,  Mr.  Gannon  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Mary  O’Brian, 
a  daughter  of  James  O'Brian,  a  native  of  Ireland,  who  came  to  Iowa  in  July, 
1857.  and  located  at  Des  Moines.  Five  children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Gannon,  two  of  whom,  May  and  Irene,  are  deceased.  Anna,  Willie  and 
Tames  are  living  at  home. 

Politically  Mr.  Gannon  is  identified  with  the  democratic  party  and  as  a 
patriotic  citizen  he  votes  for  those  candidates  whom  he  believes  will  best  ad¬ 
vance  the  welfare  of  the  state  and  nation.  He  has  not  sought  public  position 
but  has  served  in  all  the  township  offices.  In  religious  belief  he  and  his  wife 
are  identified  with  the  Catholic  faith  and  are  consistent  members  of  St.  Mary’s 
church.  His  success  in  business  has  been  due  to  an  unalterable  purpose,  a 
thorough  knowledge  of  his  calling  and  principles  of  honor  and  rectitude  from 
which  he  has  never  wavered.  Through  his  reliability  and  trustworthiness  he 
has  made  the  name  of  Gannon  honored  wherever  it  is  known. 


LEON  STRAUSS. 

Of  the  popular  business  men  of  Des  Moines  none  stands  higher  in  the  esti¬ 
mation  of  the  people  than  Leon  Strauss.  From  the  time  he  was  able  to  con¬ 
sider  seriously  the  duties  of  life  he  decided  upon  a  mercantile  career  and  the 
result  has  shown  that  he  chose  wisely,  as  he  is  today  one  of  the  highly  successful 
merchants  of  the  city.  He  was  born  at  Des  Moines,  September  26,  1871,  and  is 
a  son  of  Moses  and  Nannie  (Shloss)  Strauss,  of  this  city. 

He  received  his  early  education  in  the  public  schools  of  Des  Moines  and  later 
attended  the  Shattuck  Military  School  at  Faribault,  Minnesota,  one  of  the  lead¬ 
ing  institutions  of  the  kind  in  the  west,  where  he  received  many  lessons  that 
have  proven  of  great  value  to  him  in  his  contact  with  the  world.  Returning 
home,  he  entered  the  employ  of  the  Lederer,  Strauss  Company,  starting  at  the 
foot  of  the  ladder.  He  has  assisted  very  materially  in  the  years  that  have  since 
passed  in  maintaining  the  high  standard  of  the  house  and  has  been  secretary 
and  treasurer  of  the  company  since  its  reorganization  in  1903.  He  devotes  his 
energies  to  his  business  and,  like  other  members  of  the  family,  is  deeply  inter¬ 
ested  in  the  city  and  is  ever  ready  to  assist  in  the  promotion  of  its  welfare. 

In  1896^  Air .  Strauss  was  united  in  marriage  to  Aliss  Bertha  Sheuerman,  a 
daughter  of  Abraham  and  Bronette  (Wiley)  Sheuerman,  and  by  this  union  one 
son,  Bertram,  has  been  born,  his  natal  day  being  October  10,  1901. 

Fraternally  Mr.  Strauss  has  attained  the  thirty-second  degree  in  Scottish 
Rite  Masonry  and  is  a  member  of  Capital  Lodge,  No.  no,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.  He 
also  belongs  to  the  Y\  oodmen  of  the  W  orld  and  the  Elks  and  is  a  member  of  the 
Hyperion  and  New  Des  Moines  Clubs.  He  is  an  enthusiastic  motorist  and  takes 
an  active  interest  in  golf  and  other  outdoor  sports.  Public-spirited  in  an  unusual 
degree,  the  personification  of  enterprise  and  progressiveness  and  thoroughly  suc¬ 
cessful  in  business,  he  is  a  striking  example  of  the  up-to-date  man  of  affairs 
whom  obstacles  serve  only  to  stimulate  to  greater  exertions.  The  enterprise  with 
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which  he  is  prominently  connected  has  shown  large  development  and  the  patron¬ 
age  is  continually  increasing.  These  are  indications  of  wise  management  and 
well  applied  labor.  It  is  doubtful  whether  any  business  man  of  Des  Moines 
has  a  brighter  future  than  the  accomplished  and  pleasing  gentleman  whose  name 
stands  at  the  head  of  this  sketch. 


JOHN  L.  ALLEMAN. 

The  success  that  generally  crowns  well  directed  labor  resulted  from  the 
efforts  of  John  L.  Alleman  as  a  farmer  of  Polk  county  and  today  he  is  living 
at  his  ease  in  the  town  of  Alleman.  He  acquired  a  competence  and  has  resigned 
the  labors  of  the  field  to  younger  shoulders.  He  was  born  in  Sauk  City,  Wis¬ 
consin,  January  14,  1853,  the  son  of  Peter  and  Mary  Alleman,  both  of  whom 
were  natives  of  Switzerland.  Ihey  came  to  America  after  their  marriage,  about 
seventy-five  years  ago,  and  took  up  their  residence  in  Wisconsin  where  the 
mother  died  at  the  age  of  fifty  years.  In  1865  the  father  removed  to  Iowa 
and  seven  years  later  was  married  to  Miss  Anna  Bailey,  of  Polk  county,  who 
died  two  years  after  her  marriage.  The  father  departed  this  life  in  1892,  having 
reached  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-two  years.  He  was  a  farmer  until  about  1877 
when  he  entered  the  dairy  business  in  Des  Moines,  in  which  he  continued  during 
the  remainder  of  his  life.  There  were  ten  children  by  his  first  marriage,  of 
whom  the  subject  of  this  review  was  seventh  in  order  of  birth. 

John  L.  Alleman  came  to  Iowa  with  his  father  at  twelve  years  of  age  and 
received  his  education  in  the  common  schools  at  Sauk  City,  and  in  this  county. 
He  remained  at  home  until  reaching  manhood  and  then  rented  land  from  his 
father  for  two  years,  after  which  he  purchased  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres 
on  his  own  account  and  engaged  in  general  farming  and  stock-raising.  He 
made  a  specialty  of  raising  Hereford  cattle  and  as  he  devoted  close  attention 
to  the  business,  it  proved  highly  successful.  In  1908  he  erected  a  handsome 
residence  in  Alleman  in  which  he  took  up  his  abode,  and  is  now  enjoying  the 
fruits  of  many  years  of  well  applied  labor. 

When  the  Fort  Dodge,  Des  Moines  &  Southern  Railway  was  surveyed  Mr. 
Alleman  gave  a  considerable  tract  of  land  to  the  company  for  right  of  way  out 
of  appreciation  for  the  transportation  and  shipping  advantages  that  it  would 
afford  the  locality,  and  upon  the  completion  of  the  line  a  station  was  established 
at  that  point  and  named  Alleman  in  his  honor.  Here  a  small  town  has  grown  up, 
in  the  building  of  which  Mr.  Alleman  has  been  the  leading  spirit.  He  has  con¬ 
ducted  a  livery  stable,  which  he  built  at  a  cost  of  two  thousand  dollars  and  in 
its  equipments  and  turn-outs  compares  favorably  with  any  in  this  part  of  the 
state.  He  has  also  been  instrumental  in  the  establishment  of  a  bank  and  a  grain 
elevator,  in  both  of  which  he  is  interested,  and  likewise  in  the  store  and  im¬ 
plement  buildings. 

On  September  20,  1871,  Mr.  Alleman  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Mary 
Ringgenberg,  who  was  born  November  14,  1852,  a  daughter  of  Peter  and 
Annie  Ringgenberg,  a  sketch  of  whom  appears  in  the  record  of  David  Ring¬ 
genberg  which  may  be  found  elsewhere  in  this  work.  Mrs.  Alleman  was  the 
eighth  in  order  of  birth  in  a  family  of  fourteen  children.  Eleven  children  came 
to  bless  the  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Alleman,  namely :  Albinis  J.,  who  married 
Louisa  Abhul  and  has  four  children;  Samuel  P.^  who  married  Emma  Abhul 
and  has  two  children ;  Charles  D.,  who  married  Miss  Lucy  Smith,  of  Ohio,  and 
died  December  23,  1902,  in  his  twenty-eighth  year,  leaving  two  children;  Mor¬ 
ris  W.,  who  married  Miss  Hattie  Graeber  and  has  four  children;  David  A.,  who 
married  Inger  Urdahl  and  has  two  children ;  Albert  J.,  who  married  Miss  Anna 
Accola,  of  Wisconsin,  and  has  three  children;  George  C.,  who  married  Miss 
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Mary  Graeber  and  has  two  children;  Edward  H.,  of  Winnebago  county,  who 
married  Miss  Hannah  Fausch  and  has  two  children;  Amelia  M.,  who  married 
Jacob  Fausch  and  has  three  children;  Ida  M.,  who  married  Edward  Merkel,  of 
Sauk  City,  Wisconsin,  and  has  one  child;  and  Lee  R.,  who  is  living  at  home. 
All  of  the  above  named  are  residents  of  Polk  county  with  the  exception  of 
Edward. 

Mr.  Alleman  is  independent  in  politics  and  has  never  aspired  to  the  emolu¬ 
ments.  of  office,  preferring  to  devote  his  attention  to  his  private  affairs.  Fie 
and  his  family  are  worthy  members  of  the  German  Reformed  church  and  they 
are  held  in  high  esteem  by  a  large  circle  of  friends  and  acquaintances  in  Polk 
county. 


GEORGE  HENRY  FRANCE. 

George  Henry  France,  who  since  1887  has  been  prominently  identified  with 
the  financial  and  real-estate  interests  of  Des  Moines,  is  a  native  of  Sharon, 
Wisconsin,  his  birth  having  there  occurred  September  17,  1851.  His  paternal 
great-grandfather,  the  founder  of  the  family  in  America,  was  Sebastian  France 
(Frantz),  who  was  born  in  Wurtemberg,  Germany,  in  173-2-  He  was  married 
in  1752  to  Miss  Anna  Fritz  and  a  few  months  later  they  started  for  the  United 
States,  leaving .  the  fatherland  on  account  of  the  religious  intolerance  which 
then  prevailed  in  that  country.  They  landed  in  New  York  in  1753  and  from 
there  went  up  the  Hudson  river  to  Albany  and  thence  to  Schoharie  county,  New 
York,  where  Sebastian  France  afterward  assisted  in  founding  the  town  of  Se¬ 
ward.  To  him  and  his  wife  were  born  twelve  children,  of  whom  the  two  eldest 
sons,  Christopher  and  Jacob,  at  the  outbreak  of  the  Revolutionary  war,  enlisted 
as  soldiers  in  the  cause  of  liberty.  On  the  18th  of  October,  1780,  while  Sebas¬ 
tian  France  was  away  from  home  doing  government  service  as  committeeman, 
his  home  was  raided  by  the  notorious  redskin  known  as  Seth’s  Henry,  together 
with  Phillip  Crysler  and  two  other  Tories  and  a  band  of  eighteen  Indians  led 

by  Seth’s  Henry.  They  captured,  tomahawked  and  scalped  John  France  and 

took  Henry  France,  then  a  boy  of  twelve  years,  prisoner.  They  also  burned 

the  barns  and  barracks.  The  mother  and  seven  children  escaped  capture.  It 

was  the  intention  of  the  Indians  to  kill  Henry  France  later  but  he  made  good  his 
escape  while  his  captors  were  engaged  in  cooking  and  eating  a  meal  from  pro¬ 
visions  found  in  the  house.  After  reaching  manhood  Henry  France  married 
Maria  Horn,  who  was  born  in  Albany,  New  York,  February  28,  1777,  and  died 
in  Seward,  that  state,  February  10,  1845.  Her  father,  John  Horn,  was  a  native 
of  Germany.  Fourteen  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Henry  France  the 
average  life  of  the  fourteen  being  a  few  months  short  of  seventy  years. 

William.  France,  one  of  this  number  and  the  father  of  George  H.  France, 
of  this  review,  was  born  in  Schoharie  county,  New  York,  December  25,  1808, 
and  on  the  7th  of  May,  1834,  married  Elizabeth  Kent,  a  daughter  of  Augustus 
and  Elizabeth  (Munn)  Kent,  of  Stamford,  Connecticut,  and  a  granddaughter 
of  Augustus  and  Mary  (Bissell)  Kent,  of  Suffield,  England.  Her  brother, 
Edward  H.  Kent,  was  prominent  in  military  affairs,  serving  in  the  Mexican 
war  as  a  commissioned  officer  under  General  Scott.  He  had  many  thrilling  ex¬ 
periences  during  his  army  life,  his  horse  being  shot  from  under  him  twice  and 
bullets  having  passed  through  his  sleeve.  His  death  occurred  at  Austin,  Texas, 
while  paroled  from  service  on  account  of  illness.  Mrs.  William  France  was 
born  in  Stamford,  Connecticut,  January  11,  1813,  and  after  her  marriage,  she 
and  her  husband  resided  in  the  town  of  Sharon,  New  York,  until  1843,  when 
they  removed  to  Wisconsin,  going  by  way  of  the  Erie  canal  to  Buffalo  and 
around  the  Great  Lakes  to  Racine,  Wisconsin,  whence  they  traveled  across  the 
country  with  ox  team  to  Walworth  county.  It  was  through  a  petition  to  con¬ 
gress  presented  by  William  France,  his  brother,  Gilbert  G.,  and  two  other  pio- 
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neers  that  the  town  and  township  of  Sharon  were  named  after  their  old  home 
place — Sharon,  New  York.  William  France  engaged  in  farming  during  prac¬ 
tically  all  his  active  life  and  passed  away  June  3,  1892,  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
four  years,  while  his  wife  died  March  25,  1889,  at  the  age  of  seventy-six  years. 

George  Henry  France  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  Sharon,  Wiscon¬ 
sin,  and  in  an  academy  at  that  place.  He  remained  upon  the  home  farm  until 
his  twenty-fourth  year,  when  he  came  to  Iowa,  settling  at  Ames,  where  he  en¬ 
gaged  in  the  harness  business.  For  eleven  years  he  resided  in  Ames  and  in 
the  meantime  became  identified  with  various  business  interests.  For  some  years 
he  was  largely  interested  in  the  Ames  &  College  Railway,  now  the  Fort  Dodge, 
Des  Moines  &  Southern  Railway,  and  served  for  a  time  as  a  member  of  its 
board  of  directors.  In  April,  1887,  he  came  to  Des  Moines  and  at  once  entered 
the  real-estate  and  loan  business,  to  which  he  has  since  devoted  his  energies. 
In  recent  years  he  has  operated  extensively  in  the  purchase  and  improvement 
of  business  properties  and  was  for  years  identified  with  local  banking  and 
financial  interests. 

On  the  13th  of  April,  1887,  Mr.  France  was  married  to  Miss  Nannie  Bourne, 
daughter  of  the  Hon.  James  D.  and  Christiana  (Dennis)  Bourne,  of  Clinton 
county,  Iowa.  The  father  was  one  of  the  honored  pioneers  of  this  state..  His 
birth  occurred  in  Prince  William  county,  Virginia,  January  27,  1811,  and  in  the 
following  year  the  family  crossed  the  mountains  to  Kentucky,  where  they  lived 
until  1824.  His  father  then  put  his  family  and  household  goods  into  a  keel 
boat  and  after  a  four  months’  trip  down  the  Ohio  and  up  the  Mississippi  arrived 
at  Hannibal,  Missouri,  in  August,  1824.  There  they  occupied  a  house,  that 
had  been  deserted  on  account  of  Indian  raids,  until  1825  when  they  removed 
to  Lewis  county,  Missouri,  where  the  father  secured  a  tract  of  land  and  built 
a  log  house.  In  1832,  when  twenty-one  years  of  age,  James  D.  Bourne  set  out 
on  horseback  for  the  lead  mines  at  Galena,  Illinois.  On  reaching  his  destina¬ 
tion  he  at  once  engaged  in  mining  and  was  one  of  the  company  that  built  the 
first  smelting  works  in  that  locality.  In  1833  he  engaged  in  mining  near  Du¬ 
buque  and  in  1836  went  to  Clinton  county,  where  he  occupied  a  cabin  on  the 
bank  of  the  Wapsie  river  that  had  been  built  and  abandoned  by  the  American 
Fur  Company.  He  was  the  first  permanent  settler  in  the  county  and  in  1836 
or  1837  was  appointed  postmaster  of  Waubesipinicon,  Dubuque  county,  which 
was  then  a  part  of  Wisconsin  territory.  He  was  also  appointed  by  the  governor 
of  the  territory  lieutenant  of  militia.  He  served  as  deputy  sheriff  of  Scott 
county  until  the  organization  of  Clinton  county  in  1840,  when  he  was  elected 
sheriff  of  the  latter  and  served  continuously  by  reelection  until  Iowa  was  ad¬ 
mitted  to  the  Union.  He  filled  the  office  of  United  States  deputy  marshal  for 
a  time  and  in  August,  1848,  was  elected  a  member  of  the  second  general  as¬ 
sembly.  In  1850  he  was  again  appointed  United  States  deputy  marshal  and 
the  following  year  was  elected  treasurer  and  recoider  of  Clinton  county  and 
the  same  year  was  appointed  United  States  commissioner.  He  took  up  the 
study  of  law  and  in  1863  at  a  session  of  the  district  court  at  Dewitt,  Judge 
Dillon  presiding,  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar.  He  was  one  of  the  sterling  char¬ 
acters  of  pioneer  days  and  one  of  the  best  known  men  of  his  time  in  Iowa. 
In  1844  he  married  Christiana  Dennis,  whose  death  occurred  Nbvember  23, 
1890.  Mr.  Bourne  lived  in  comparative  retirement  in  Dewitt  for  twenty-five 
years  preceding  his  demise,  which  occurred  in  1893.  To  him  and  his  wife  were 
born  ten  children,  including  Mrs.  France,  who  by  her  marriage,  has  become  the 
mother  of  one  son,  George  Bourne,  now  a  student  in  the  University  of  Wis¬ 
consin.  .  .  -p,  .. 

Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  France  are  prominent  socially  m  Des  Moines.  Polit¬ 
ically  he  is  a  progressive  republican  and  while  a  resident  of  Ames  served  as  a 
member  of  the  city  council.  '  He  belongs  to  the  Grant  Club,  while  his  wife  is 
a  member  of  the  P.  E.  O.  Society  of  this  city  and  has  served  in  different  offices 
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including  that  of  president.  She  is  also  helpfully  identified  with  various  char¬ 
itable  and  philanthropic  organizations.  They  reside  at  No.  1820  Oakland  ave¬ 
nue  in  one  of  the  finest  of  Des  Moines’  handsome  homes.  Mr.  France  has  met 
with  most  gratifying  success  during  his  residence  in  the  capital  city  and  has  con¬ 
tributed  in  no  small  degree  to  its  physical  and  civic  development,  so  that  his 
residence  here  may  briefly  be  summed  up  in  a  quarter  of  a  century  of  good 
citizenship. 


C.  C.  CHRISTY. 

C.  C.  Christy,  proprietor  of  the  Christy  Cafe,  one  of  the  popular  establish¬ 
ments  of  that  character  in  Des  Moines,  his  business  being  located  at  No.  517 
Mulberry  street,  was  born  in  the  capital  city,  in  the  same  house  which  is  still 
occupied  by  his  parents,  his  natal  day  being  October  17,  i860.  His  father,  Will- 
ian  Christy,  was  a  native  of  Philadelphia  and  came  to  Des  Moines  in  1856’  mak¬ 
ing  the  journey  by  rail  to  the  Mississippi  and  after  crossing  the  river  proceeding 
by  stage  to  his  destination.  Here  he  engaged  in  the  contracting  business  for 
many  years  but  ultimately  retired  a  few  years  ago,  a  comfortable  competence, 
the  reward  of  his  earnest,  diligent  effort,  supplying  him  with  all  of  the  comforts 
of  life.  He  is  now  in  his  seventy-ninth  year.  His  political  support  is  given  the 
republican  party  and  for  fifty  years  he  served  continuously  in  office  in  Polk 
county.  The  official  record  of  perhaps  no  other  in  the  county  extends  over  as 
long  a  period  and  certainly,  the  record  of  none  has  been  more  faultless  in  honor, 
fearless  in  conduct  and  stainless  in  reputation.  He  served  as  trustee,  later  filled 
the  office  of  supervisor,  afterward  was  justice  of  the  peace  and  in  other  posi¬ 
tions  rendered  his  community  faithful  and  efficient  public  service.  Being  one 
of  the  pioneers,  he  is  well  known  among  the  old  residents  of  the  city  and  as  con¬ 
tractor  occupied  a  prominent  position  in  business  circles  for  many  years.  He' 
erected  many  of  the  first  important  buildings  in  the  city  and  for"  an  extended 
period  was  accounted  one  of  Des  Moines’  leading  contractors.  During  the  period 
of  the  Civil  war  he  served  in  Captain  J.  T.  Hull’s  Company  of  the  Twenty- 
third  Regiment  of  Iowa  Infantry,  being  connected  with  that  command  for  four 
years.  He  wedded  Mary  Deal,  also  a  native  of  Philadelphia,  their  marriage  taking 
place  there.  She,  too,  is  still  living,  having  reached  the  advanced  age  of  seventy- 
five  years.  This  worthy  couple  became  the  parents  of  eight  children:  William 
B.,  now  a  contractor  of  Des  Moines;  C.  C.,  of  this  review;  Frank,  who  is 
en§a§le(I  contracting  and  building  in  Globe,  Arizona ;  Harry,  a  contractor 
and  builder  of  Des  Moines;  Archie,  who  is  associated  with  his  brother  C.  C. 
Christy  in  the  restaurant  business;  Edward,  who  is  engaged  in  the  harness  busi¬ 
ness  in  Des  Moines;  Kate,  the  wife  of  William  Peyton,  of  this  citv ;  and  Edith, 
at  home. 

In  the  public  schools  of  Des  Moines  C.  C.  Christy  pursued  his  education 
until  graduated  from  the  East  high  school.  CTpon  completing  his  studies  he 
learned  the.  carpenter  s  trade  under  R.  S.  Finkbine,  being  employed  on  the  con¬ 
struction. of  tne  state  capitol.  Later  he  took  up  contracting  on  his  own  account, 
starting  in  a  small  way  but  in  the  course  of  time  building  up  a  remarkable 
business.  During  the  last  few  years  of  his  connection  with  that  industrv  he 
erected  a  number  of  Des  Moines’  most  important  buildings,  including  the  Com¬ 
mercial  building,  the  Polk  county  jail,  the  Johnson  block,  the  Cary  school,  the 
street  railway  company’s  power  house,  the  Laurel  apartments  on  Seventh  street 
and.  a  number  of  the  state-fair  buildings.  He  also  built  all  of  the  power  houses, 
stations  and  terminals  for  the  original  interurban  system  that  enters  Des  Moines 
for  the  Inter  Lrban  Railway  Company.  He  was  chairman  of  the  committee 
that  had  in  charge  the  erection  of  the  new  Sixth  avenue  bridge  and  laid  the 
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plans  for  the  new  Locust  street  bridge.  After  fifteen  years  of  activity  in  the 
contracting  business  he  retired,  although  he  still  maintains  the  same  office.  He 
has  become  largely  interested  in  real  estate  in  Cleveland,  Ohio.  He  has  ex¬ 
tensive  residence  property  in  what  is  known  as  the  Christy-Kennedy  allotment, 
which  is  an  addition  of  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  of  the  finest  suburban  lots 
of  that  city,  located  near  the  old  Garfield  home.  He  also  holds  some  very 
valuable  Des  Moines  properties  and  in  1907  became  still  more  closely  associated 
with  business  interests  in  this  city,  opening  a  fine  restaurant  on  Eighth  between 
Locust  and  Walnut  streets.  There  he  continued  until  the  site  was  sold  and  the 
wrecking  began,  to  make  room  for  the  new  Des  Moines  Club  building.  At 
that  time  he  opened  a  handsome  cafe  at  517  Mulberry  street  and  a  lunch  room 
at  No.  205  Sixth  avenue  in  Des  Moines,  and  he  is  also  proprietor  of  a  cafe 
at  Grand  Island,  Nebraska,  a  lunch  room  at  Sioux  City,  at  Columbus,  Nebraska, 
and  at  Cheyenne,  Wyoming.  His  Des  Moines  cafe  is  unsurpassed  by  any  in  the 
city  in  design  and  decoration  and  unexcelled  for  the  excellence  of  its  cuisine. 
Such  in  brief  has  been  the  business  activity  of  Mr.  Christy  and  the  extent 
and  importance  of  his  connections  place  him  in  a  prominent  position  among 
the  business  men  of  Des  Moines.  He  has  ever  been  resourceful,  has  looked 
beyond  the  exigencies  of  the  moment  to  the  possibilities  and  opportunities  of 
the  future  and  in  the  direction  of  his  affairs  his  sound  judgment  has  been  mani¬ 
fest  in  the  excellent  results  which  attend  his  labors. 

On  the  26th  of  August,  1889,  in  Des  Moines,  Mr.  Christy  was  married  to 
Miss  Anna  Kennedy,  a  daughter  of  George  Kennedy,  of  Cleveland,  Ohio,  and 
their  children  are:  Nellie,  nineteen  years  of  age,  who  is  a  pupil  in  the  Lake 
Forest  Academy  at  Lake  Forest,  Illinois  ;  and  Edith,  seventeen  years  of  age, 
who  is  attending  the  West  high  school  of  Des  Moines.  The  family  attend  the 
Wesleyan  Methodist  church,  in  which  Mr.  Christy  holds  membership.  He 
also  has  membership  relations  with  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  the  Maccabees,  the 
Red  Men,  the  Eagles,  the  United  Workmen  and  the  Modern  Woodmen  of 
America.  In  politics  he  is  a  republican  and  recognizes  the  obligations  and  duties 
as  well  as  the  opportunities  and  privileges  of  citizenship.  He  has,  therefore, 
done  much  work  along  the  lines  of  public  progress  and  improvement.  He  served 
as  alderman  of  the  fifth  ward  for  two  terms  and  was  a  member  of  the  execu¬ 
tive  committee  of  the  republican  county  central  committee  for  one  term.  He 
was  chairman  of  the  city  hall  committee  that  secured  the  site  for  the  new 
municipal  building  and  at  all  times  his  aid  and  cooperation  have  been  accounted 
valued  factors  in  winning  success  for  any  public  project.  His  life  in  every 
relation  has  been  fraught  with  progress  and  success  because  of  his  cultivation 
of  the  qualities  of  industry,  determination  and  persistency,  which  ultimately 
accomplish  the  object  undertaken. 


WILBURT  S.  FRALEY. 

Twenty  years  ago  Wilburt  S.  Fraley  began  in  his  own  name  as  a  contractor 
in  Des  Moines.  During  the  time  that  has  since  passed  he  has  seen  many  changes 
take  place  in  the  city,  old  landmarks  have  disappeared  and  the  appearance  of  the 
city  in  many  respects  has  been  changed  until  Des  Moines  is  today  one  of  the 
most  attractive  business  and  residence  centers  in  the  west.  In  the  accomplish¬ 
ment  of  this  transformation  Mr.  Fraley  has  borne  an  important  part  and  his 
influence  is  also  to  be  perceived  in  many  important  improvements  now  in  prog¬ 
ress.  He  was  born  in  Madison  county,  Iowa,  January  19,  1867,  and  is  a  son 
of  Theodore  L.  and  Katharine  (King)  Fraley.  The  father  was  born  in  Indiana 
in  1826.  He  was  a  dry-goods  merchant  and  also  engaged  in  the  contracting 
business.  He  served  for  the  Union  in  the  Civil  war,  being  detailed  in  the  com- 
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missary’s  department.  He  is  now  living  at  Portland,  Oregon,  having  reached 
the  age  of  eighty-five  years. 

Wilburt  S.  Fraley  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  Winterset,  Madison 
county,  Iowa,  and  after  arriving  at  maturity  engaged  in  the  contracting  and 
building  business  in  the  Black  Hills,  acquiring  a  practical  knowledge  which  has 
been  highly  useful  in  larger  operations  during  more  recent  years.  In  1890, 
being  attracted  to  Des  Moines,  he  came  to  this  city  and  established  an  office 
it  Second  and  Grand  streets,  subsequently  moving  to  his  present  location,  at 
600-602  Eighth  street.  From  the  very  start  he  gained  a  fair  share  of  patronage 
and  in  his  business  has  not  only  acquired  a  competence  but  has  contributed 
substantially  to  the  upbuilding  of  the  city.  He  was  one  of  the  prime  movers  in 
securing  the  location  of  the  city  hall  on  the  east  side  and  has  been  for  years  one 
of  the  leaders  along  the  lines  of  public  improvements.  He  did  the  interior  dec¬ 
orating  in  the  courthouse,  the  opera  house  and  other  prominent  buildings  and 
his  capability  is  demonstrated  in  the  liberal  patronage  he  enjoys. 

Mr.  Fraley  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Minnie  Fowler,  of  Dawes  county, 
Nebraska,  whose  father  was  engaged  in  the  wholesale  business  in  Pittsburg, 
Pennsylvania,  previous  to  the  Civil  war.  He  served  as  a  volunteer  in  the  Union 
army  and  died  from  the  effects  of  a  wound  received  in  battle.  He  was  a  mem¬ 
ber  in  high  standing  of  the  Masonic  order.  Ten  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Fraley,  namely:  Katharine,  now  Mrs.  Wonderland;  Helen,  who  is  at  pres¬ 
ent  engaged  in  teaching  school;  Alvin  T.,  Ollie,  Delia,  Mary,  Francis,  John  and 
Charles,  all  of  whom  are  attending  school ;  and  an  infant. 

Mr.  Fraley  is  identified  with  the  republican  party  and  gives  to  it  his  earnest 
support.  He  has  found  time  aside  from  his  private  business  affairs  to  serve 
most  acceptably  as  a  member  of  the  city  council,  filling  this  position  for  a  period 
of  six  years,  and  also  served  as  a  member  of  the  school  board  from  1896  to 
1902.  He  is  recognized  as  a  progressive  citizen,  earnest  and  efficient  in  the 
discharge  of  every  responsibility,  and  ever  ready  to  lend  his  aid  to  any  worthy 
cause.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  church  and  fraternally  is  quite  prom¬ 
inent,  being  connected  with  the  Masonic  order,  the  Yeomen  of  the  World,  the 
Woodmen  of  the  World,  the  Homesteaders,  and  Lodge  No.  98,  B.  P.  O.  E. 


JAMES  STIPPICH. 

In  the  list  of  progressive  and  enterprising  agriculturists  of  Polk  county 
must  be  included  the  name  of  James  Stippich,  who  lives  in  Madison  township. 
A  native  of  Ohio,  he  was  born  in  Allen  county  on  the  23d  day  of  December, 
1853,  being  a  son  of  Paul  and  Elizabeth  (Groscross)  Stippich,  the  father  a 
native  of  Germany  and  the  mother  of  Pennsylvania.  Mr.  Stippich  came  to  the 
United  States  during  his  boyhood  with  his  parents  and  settled  in  Ohio,  in  which 
state  he  later  met  and  married  Miss  Groscross.  When  the  call  came  for  vol¬ 
unteers  to  uphold  the  LMion  in  the  sixties  Mr.  Stippich  enlisted,  but  the  hard¬ 
ships  and  privations  incident  to  army  life  so  undermined  his  constitution  that 
he  contracted  the  disease  from  which  he  died  in  1863.  Three  children  were 
born  of  this  union  of  which  the  son  James  was  the  eldest,  the  other  two  are 
both  married  and  have  families,  one  living  in  Crocker  township,  this  county, 
and  the  other  in  Idaho.  After  the  war  Mrs.  Stippich  was  married  to  Mr.  T. 
B.  Moore  and  in  1866  they  removed  to  Iowa,  locating  on  a  farm  in  Polk  county 
and  are  now  living  retired  in  Polk  city. 

James  Stippich  was  only  a  boy  of  thirteen  years  when  his  stepfather  and 
mother  came  to  Iowa,  and  thus  obtained  the  greater  portion  of  his  education  in 
the  district  schools  of  Ohio.  He  remained  at  home  until  he  had  passed  his  four¬ 
teenth  year  and  then  became  a  member  of  the  household  of  William  Hanger, 
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a  farmer  of  Polk  county,  with  whom  he  remained  until  he  was  twenty-one 
years  of  age.  He  began  working  as  a  farm  hand  in  1874  and  continued  to  do 
so  until  he  was  married ;  subsequent  to  this  event  he  engaged  in  farming  for 
himself  on  eighty  acres  he  had  previously  purchased,  of  his  present  homestead. 
He  has  since  added  another  forty  acres  to  his  original  tract,  making  the  aggre¬ 
gation  of  his  present  holdings  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres.  During  the 
period  of  his  occupancy  he  has  very  greatly  improved  the  place.  The  land  is 
well  tiled,  he  has  good  substantial  fences  about  his  fields  and  all  of  the  barns 
and  outbuildings  are  well  constructed  and  in  good  repair.  The  house  has  also 
been  remodeled  and  is  a  comfortable  and  convenient  residence  with  modern 
appointments.  Mr.  Stippich  engages  in  general  farming  and  stock  raising  in 
both  of  which  undertakings  he  has  met  with  a  reasonable  degree  of  success, 
and  has  acquired  a  competence  which  will  enable  him  to  rent  his  farm  during 
the  ensuing  year  and  retire  to>  Polk  city  to  enjoy  the  ease  and  comfort  denied 
him  during  his  hard-working  youth. 

Ever  since  attaining  his  majority  Mr.  Stippich  has  affiliated  with  the  re¬ 
publican  party  and  his  political  fealty  has  been  rewarded  by  his  constituency 
electing  him  to  various  offices  in  the  township.  He  is  a  trustee  at  the  present 
time  and  has  been  for  the  past  five  years,  in  addition  to  this  he  is  serving  his 
fifth  term  as  road  supervisor  and  has  been  a  school  director  for  twenty  years. 
That  he  most  faithfully  and  competently  discharges  the  responsibilities  of  every 
office  to  which  he  is  elected  is  attested  by  the  period  of  his  incumbency.  Fra¬ 
ternally  he  is  identified  with  the  Masonic  order  and  the  Independent  Order  of 
Odd  Fellows,  the  basic  principles  of  which  organizations  have  always  served 
to  direct  his  life.  During  his  residence  in  Madison  township  Mr.  Stippich  has 
shown  himself  to  be  a  man  who  would  be  an  acquisition  to  any  community. 


WARREN  DICKINSON. 

Warren  Dickinson,  civil  engineer,  the  practical  demonstration  of  whose  ability 
is  seen  in  a  number  of  fine  structures  in  Des  Moines,  his  native  city,  was  bom 
July  2,  1868.  His  father,  Wilmot  H.  Dickinson,  was  born  at  Derby  Line, 
Quebec,  September  28,  1828,  and  his  life  span  covered  the  intervening  years 
to  the  24th  of  October,  1898.  He  was  a  prominent  physician  in  the  place  of 
his  birth,  and  later  in  Des  Moines,  following  his  removal  here  in  1858.  At  that 
time  there  were  no  railroads  in  the  city  and  he  journeyed  as  far  as  Mile  City, 
which  was  the  terminus  of  the  railway  line  at  that  time  and  thence  drove  over¬ 
land  to  his  destination.  When  he  arrived  here  he  found  a  very  small  place  with 
only  a  few  houses  but  he  located  for  practice  and  was  soon  ministering  to  the 
needs  of  his  fellow  townsmen  and  the  people  in  the  surrounding  country  in 
times  of  sickness.  As  other  settlers  came  and  the  town  grew  he  bought  property 
on  Fourth  and  Center  streets,  making  his  choice  of  a  location  against  the  advice 
of  his  friends  who  suggested  that  he  buy  closer  in  town  and  not  way  out  in 
the  woods.  He  followed  his  own  ideas  in  this  matter,  however,  and  made  his 
purchase  in  what  was  then  the  outskirts  of  the  city  but  is  now  the  very  center 
of  business  activity.  The  property  in  which  he  invested  at  that  time  and  on 
which  he  built  a  handsome  home  is  now  very  valuable.  He  married  Miss 
Sarah  M.  Butin,  who  was  born  in  the  state  of  New  York,  January  28,  1832, 
and  is  still  living  at  the  old  home. 

Warren  Dickinson  pursued  his  education,  after  leaving  the  public  schools, 
in  Baptist  College  of  Des  Moines,  now  the  Des  Moines  College,  and  in  Lehigh 
College  and  the  Chester  (Pennsylvania)  Military  College.  He  took  up  a  course 
of  civil  engineering  and  was  graduated  from  the  last  named  institution  in 
1889.  He  then  entered  the  employ  of  the  United  States  government,  working 
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at  Ocean  View  and  at  Wilmington,  Delaware,  on  the  ship  canal,  being  employed 
under  General  W,  F.  Smith  for  two  years.  He  returned  to  Des  Moines  in  1891 
and  entered  the  city  engineer's  office  under  M.  R.  Laird,  there  continuing  until 
1893,  when  he  became  county  surveyor.  He  occupied  that  position  for  a  year 
and  then  opened  an  office  on  his  own  account,  since  which  time  he  has  suc¬ 
cessfully  practiced  his  profession.  He  was  employed  in  civil  engineering  work 
on  a  number  of  the  prominent  buildings  of  the  city,  chief  among  which  are  the 
court  house,  golf  club  house  and  suburban  sub-divisions.  He  is  frequently  called 
in  professional  consultation  and  is  recognized  as  a  foremost  follower  of  the  pro¬ 
fession  of  civil  engineering  in  Des  Moines. 

In  Indianola,  Iowa,  on  the  7th  of  March,  1898,  occurred  the  marriage  of  Mr. 
Dickinson  and  Miss  Flora  V.  Adams,  and  this  union  has  been  blessed  with  two 
children:  Francis  Butin,  who  was  born  September  28,  1899;  and  Doris  Mae, 
born  March  28,  1902.  Both  are  students  in  the  Fredrick  M.  Hubbell  school. 

Mr.  Dickinson  is  a  member  of  Elks  Lodge,  No.  98,  B.  P.  O.  E. ;  Myrtle 
Capital  Lodge,  No.  9,  K.  P.,  and  also  belongs  to  the  Hyperion  Field  and  Motor 
Club.  In  politics  he  is  a  republican  and  in  religious  faith  an  Episcopalian. 
Pie  is  fond  of  all  outdoor  athletics  and  manly  sports  and  his  chief  reLreation, 
perhaps,  comes  through  playing  golf.  He  is  also  an  expert  at  billiard^  He 
possesses  a  strong  personality  and  most  kindly  disposition.  He  is  devoted  to 
his  family  and  numbers  among  his  friends  many  of  the  most  prominent  people 
of  Des  Moines. 


LE  ROY  C.  DUNN. 

Enterprise  and  perseverance  have  been  the  dominant  factors  in  the  business 
career  of  Le  Roy  C.  Dunn,  who  is  associated  with  E.  J.  Selover  in  the  under¬ 
taking  parlors  they  maintain  at  907  West  Locust  street  and  630  East  Grand  a\e- 
nue,  Des  Moines.  Mr.  Dunn  was  born  on  the  8th  of  July,  1877,  in  Monmouth, 
Illinois,  being  a  son  of  Joseph  D.  and  Sarah  Mary  (Harvey)  Dunn,  the  former 
of  Scotch-Irish  and  the  latter  of  French  and  English  extraction.  The  father, 
who  is  a  native  of  Erie,  Pennsylvania,  has  always  engaged  in  the  real-estate 
business  and  is  now  living  in  Salisbury,  Missouri,  but  the  mother,  who  was  born 
in  Hillsboro,  Ohio,  passed  away  on  the  10th  of  April,  1903. 

The  public  schools  of  Monmouth,  Illinois,  provided  Le  Roy  C.  Dunn  with 
the  greater  portion  of  his  education,  which  was  later  supplemented  by  a  course 
at  night  school.  Being  anxious  to  begin  his  business  career  he  laid  aside  his 
text-books  at  the  age  of  sixteen  years  and  entered  the  office  of  the  Monmouth 
Daily  Review,  of  which  he  was  made  foreman  at  eighteen.  He  continued  in  the 
service  of  this  journal  for  about  three  years,  following  which  he  entered  the 
employ  of  the  Maple  City  Cigar  Company  as  traveling  salesman.  For  six  years 
he  served  in  this  capacity  with  headquarters  at  Des  Moines,  during  which  time 
he  studied  undertaking,  thus  equipping  himself  for  the  business  he  is  now  en¬ 
gaged  in.  He  became  a  permanent  resident  of  Des  Moines  about  1897,  accept¬ 
ing  a  position  in  the  undertaking  parlors  of  J.  W.  Patrick,  with  whom  he  re¬ 
mained  for  one  year.  In  1904  he  removed  to  Perry,  Iowa,  in  order  to  take 
charge  of  the  undertaking  department  of  the  Gamble  Furniture  Company,  but 
the  following  year  he  again  returned  to  this  city  to  assume  the  management  of 
Air.  Patrick’s  business,  to  which  Ross  &  Ross  succeeded  on  the  1st  of  Alarch, 

1907.  Air.  Dunn  continued  in  the  service  of  others  until  the  1st  of  January, 

1908,  at  which  time  he  purchased  one-half  interest  in  the  business  of  E.  J.  Sel¬ 
over,  thereafter  operating  under  the  firm  name  of  Selover  &  Dunn,  their  parlors 
being  located  at  630  East  Grand  avenue.  They  extended  their  activities  in  Sep¬ 
tember,  1909,  by  acquiring  the  establishment  of  H.  S.  Gray,  located  at  1113  West 
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Locust  street.  After  buying  the  latter  they  conducted  both  parlors  until  the  12th 
of  April,  1910,  when  they  purchased  the  business  of  L,  F.  Shank,  at  907  Locust 
street,  the  west  side  concern  being  known  as  Dunn  &  Selover.  This  being  a 
more  desirable  location  than  their  West  Locust  street  place,  they  consolidated 
the  two  and  are  now  conducting  a  parlor  at  630  East  Grand  avenue  and  907 
West  Locust  street.  As  they  are  both  progressive  and  wide-awake  business 
men  they  are  conducting  two  of  the  finest  undertaking  parlors  in  the  city.  They 
keep  a  complete  and  extensive  stock  of  caskets  and  such  other  appurtenances 
as  are  used  in  their  profession,  sparing  no  expense  in  the  equipment  of  their 
vehicles  and  furnishings. 

Mr.  Dunn  was  united  in  marriage  in  this  city  on  the  23d  of  December,  1903, 
to  Miss  Florence  Adams,  a  daughter  of  David  Adams,  of  New  Virginia,  Iowa, 
in  which  town  Mrs.  Dunn  was  born  on  the  1st  of  December,  1875.  Mr.  Adams, 
who  is  a  veteran  of  the  Civil  war,  was  one  of  the  pioneer  settlers  of  New  Vir¬ 
ginia,  where  he  is  now  living  retired  at  the  age  of  eighty-three.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Dunn  affiliate  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  while  he  is  also  identified 
with  various  fraternal  orders.  He  is  a  Mason  of  high  rank  and  holds  member¬ 
ship  in  Capital  Lodge,  No.  no,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  is  a  Royal  Arch  Mason  and 
affiliates  with  the  Alpha  Council,  besides  which  he  belongs  to  Des  Moines  Com- 
mandery,  No.  4,  K.  T.,  and  to  the  Des  Moines  Consistory,  having  passed  through 
the  thirty-two  degrees  of  the  Scottish  Rite,  and  the  Za-Ga-Zig  Temple  of  the 
Mystic  Shrine.  He  has  filled  all  of  the  chairs  of  the  blue  lodge  and  various  other 
offices  in  the  fraternity.  Mr.  Dunn  also  belongs  to  the  Benevolent .  Protective 
Order  of  Elks  and  the  Improved  Order  of  Red  Men,  while  his  affiliation  with 
more  purely  social  organizations  is  confined  to  the  Hyperion  Club  of  Des  Moines 
and  the  Iowa  State  Commercial  Traveling  Men’s  Association. 

The  men  and  measures  of  the  republican  party  receive  Mr.  Dunn’s  political 
support,  but  as  he  has  never  aspired  to  public  honors  or  the  emoluments  of 
office  he  does  not  actively  participate  in  civic  affairs,  preferring  to  concentrate 
his  energies  upon  the  development  of  his  business,  in  which  he  is  meeting  with 
marked  success.  Although  he  is  a  young  man  to  occupy  the  position  he  does  in 
the  commercial  activity  of  a  city,  Mr.  Dunn  will  continue  to  advance  as  his  am¬ 
bition  and  energy  will  ever  carry  him  forward  until  he  attains  the  position  to 
which  he  aspires. 


JUDGE  GEORGE  G.  WRIGHT. 

At  the  third  annual  banquet  of  the  State  Bar  Association  in  Cedar  Rapids, 
July  7,  1897,  Judge  H.  E.  Deemer,  of  the  supreme  court  of  Iowa,  feelingly  re¬ 
ferred  to  Judge  Wright  as  “that  grand  old  man  who  recently  went  before  the 
Judge  of  Judges.  ...  A  man  of  keen  judgment,  of  almost  intuitional  div¬ 
ination  as  to  the  right ;  one  of  the  great  chancellors  of  this  country.”  Judge 
George  G.  Wright,  pioneer,  jurist,  statesman,  financier  and  the  most  widely 
known  of  the  men  who  took  an  active  part  in  the  stirring  drama  of  the  trans¬ 
formation  of  Iowa  from  a  sparsely  settled  territory  to  a  great  commonwealth, 
was  born  in  Bloomington,  Indiana,  March  24,  1820,  a  son  of  John  and  Rachel 
'( Seaman)  Wright.  The  father,  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  was  of  Welsh  de¬ 
scent,  his  first  American  ancestor  having  come  from  Wales  in  1720,  at  which 
time  he  settled  in  Pennsylvania.  John  Wright  died  in  Bloomington,  Indiana, 
in  1825,  when  bh  son,  George  G.,  was  five  years  of  age.  The  mother  came  to 
Iowa  during  the  territorial  days  and,  surviving  her  husband  for  many  years 
passed  away  at  Keosauqua  in  1850. 

George  G.  Wright  was  compelled  by  ill  health  to  forego  the  ordinary  sports 
of  boyhood  but,  being  naturally  studious,  he  found  his  compensation  in  books. 
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He  was  awarded  a  free  scholarship  in  the  Indiana  University,  from  which  in¬ 
stitution  he  was  graduated  with  high  honors  when  only  nineteen  years  of  age. 
He  read  law  in  Rockville,  Indiana,  under  the  direction  of  his  brother,  Hon.' 
Joseph  A.  Wright,  afterward  governor  of  that  state,  and  was  admitted’ to  the 
bar  in  the  state  courts  in  1840.  In  September  of  the  same  year,  having  deter¬ 
mined  to  try  his  fortunes  in  Iowa,  he  went  down  the  Wabash  and  Ohio  rivers 
and  up  the  Mississippi  to  Burlington.  He  traveled  by  stage  to  Keosauqua, 
which  then  contained  a  few  log  houses  and  had  recently  been  chosen  the  county 
seat  of  Van  Buren  county.  The  sparsely  settled  district  presented  scant  encour¬ 
agement  to  the  young  lawyer,  but  with  characteristic  optimism  he  settled  there 
and  began  the  practice  of  his  profession.  Energetic,  studious,  conscientious  and 
mentalh  \  igorous,  and  possessed  of  that  happy  temperament  which  wins  friends, 
esteem  and  confidence,  he  so  far  progressed  that  in  1846  he  was  appointed  by 
the  court,  to  the  office  of  prosecuting  attorney  of  the  county  and  the  same  year 
was  nominated  the  whig  delegate  to  the  territorial  council,  his  democratic  op¬ 
ponent  being  his  father-in-law,  Thomas  Dibble,  who  defeated  him  in  the  en¬ 
suing  election.  In  1848  Judge  Wright  was  elected  state  senator  from  Van  Buren 
county  for  the  four  years  covering  the  third  and  fourth  general  assemblies.  His 
skill  as  a  debater,  his  profound  knowledge  of  the  law  and  his  sound  common 
sense  soon  made  him  one  of  the  leaders  in  the  legislature.  The  most  important 
work  of  the  third  session  was  the  compilation  of  the  first  code  putting  into 
statutory  form  the  unwritten  law  on  a  multitude  of  subjects  and  the  recon¬ 
struction  of  the  entire  judiciary  system.  The  bulk  of  the  work  of  codifying 
fell  upon  Senator  Wright,  and  wffien  near  the  end  of  the  session  opinion  was 
expressed  that  an  extra  session  would  be  necessary  to  finish  the  code  he  took 
the  floor  and  refused  his  consent  to  adjournment  until  the  code  was  completed 
and  passed.  He  worked  night  and  day  to  complete  the  task.  Many  of  the 

measures  specially  prepared  by  him  are  still  in  force  practically  as  written 
by  him. 

In  1850  Judge  Wright  was  nominated  for  representative  to  congress  from 
the  district  comprising  the  south  half  of  the  state,  but  it  was  overwhelmingly 
democratic  and  his  opponent,  Bernhart  Henn,  defeated  him.  In  1854,  when  he 
was  less  than  thirty-five  years  of  age,  his  ability  and  reputation  as  a  lawyer 
had  become  so  generally  recognized  that  he  was  selected  as  the  whig  candidate 
for  justice  of  the  supreme  court  of  Iowa  and  won  over  his  opponent,  Edward 
Johnston,  by  a  vote  of  fifty-three  to  forty-five,  and,  with  the  exception  of  two 
years,  w  as  continuously  reelected  for  fifteen  years.  His  service  on  the  supreme 
bench  marked  an  epoch  in  which  the  entire  judiciary  system  of  the  state  was 
changed.  The  most  abstruse  and  complicated  questions  involving  the  vast  and 
varied  interests  of  the  state,  of  corporations  and  of  individuals  were  solved, 
and  precedents  were  established  which  have  been  accepted  and  confirmed  by  the 
highest  tribunals  of  the  land.  In  fact,  the  foundation  on  which  rests  the  state’s 
present  jurisprudence  was  laid  by  Judge  Wright  and  his  early  associates,  the 
llst  whom  contains  such  names  as  Cole,  Woodward,  Stockton,  Isbell,  Lowe 
and  Dillon.  The  opinions  of  Judge  Wright  running  through  the  first  thirty 

volumes  of  Iowa  Reports  are  notable  models  of  perspicuity,  clearness  and 
soundness. 

In  1865  Judge  Wright  removed  to  Des  Moines  and  shortly  afterward  became 
associated  with  Judge  Chester  C.  Cole  in  the  organization  of  the  Iowa  Law 
School,  to  the  history  of  which  a  chapter  is  devoted  in  the  first  volume  of  this 
work.  The  first  class  consisted  of  twelve  students  and  it  is  safe  to  say  no 
class  ever  received  more  complete,  liberal  or  valuable  instruction.  A  favorite 
with  young  men  and  preeminently  a  scholar,  Judge  Wright  had  the  happy  fac¬ 
ulty  of  expressing  his  views  in  attractive  and  impressive  language.  Abhorrent 
savoring  of  sharp  practice,  he  strove  to  impress  upon  his  class  his 
ovn  high  ideals  of  moral  and  professional  rectitude  and  the  fundamentals  of  the 
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science  of  law.  The  Iowa  Law  School  in  1868  became  the  law  department  of 
the  State  University  and  the  graduates  became  alumni  of  the  university.  Judge 
Wright  continued  to  serve  the  school  until  1895,  delivering  his  last  lecture  in 
June  of  that  year.  In  the  summer  of  1870,  to  the  surprise  of  all,  Judge  Wright 
tendered  his  resignation  as  a  member  of  the  supreme  court.  In  a  letter  dated 
August  9,  1870,  the  Judge  published  the  reasons  for  not  waiting  until  the  ex¬ 
piration  of  the  term.  He  deemed  it  due  to  those  who  would  be  candidates  that 
they  should  early  know  the  field  would  be  clear.  He  added  that  he  would  leave 
the  place  he  had  held  for  fifteen  years  with  regret  and  yet  with  deliberation. 
He  modestly  added  that  he  may  have  failed  in  ability,  but  he  had  sought  to  be 
faithful.  He  trusted  his  successors  would  be  better  paid.  On  his  retirement 
from  the  supreme  bench,  in  response  to  the  importunities  of  a  host  of  friends, 
he  became  the  candidate  for  United  States  senator  and  such  was  his  personal 
popularity  that  he  was  elected  on  the  first  ballot.  He  served  for  six  years  on 
various  important  committees  and  then  declined  a  renomination,  which  marked 
the  end  of  his  service  in  public  office. 

Meantime  Judge  Wright  had  taken  an  active  and  helpful  interest  in  every 
civic  problem  that  presented  itself.  In  i860  he  was  elected  president  of  the 
State  Agricultural  Society  and  during  his  four  terms,  by  his  good  judgment  and 
wise  counsel,  the  society  was  given  an  impetus  toward  the  highly  useful  place 
it  now  occupies.  In  1879  he  was  elected  a  director  of  the  Chicago,  Rock  Island 
&  Pacific  Railway,  which  position  he  held  until  his  death.  After  his  retirement 
from  the  senate  he  became  the  head  of  the  law  firm  of  Wright,  Gatch  &  Wright 
and  again  entered  practice  with  all  of  his  old-time  vigor  and  at  once  became  a 
dominant  factor  in  the  legal  profession.  In  time  he  became  largely  interested 
in  financial  institutions  of  the  city  and  in  1882  was  elected  president  of  the  Polk 
County  Savings  Bank  and  president  of  the  Security  Loan  &  Trust  Company. 

Many  honors  of  a  purely  complimentary  nature  came  to  him  after  his  re¬ 
tirement  from  public  life.  In  1885,  as  a  recognition  of  his  worth  and  ability 
as  a  jurist,  statesman  and  citizen,  he  was  elected  president  of  the  American  Bar 
Association.  He  was  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Pioneer  Lawmakers’  Associa¬ 
tion  and  in  1892  was  chosen  its  president.  At  the  reunions  of  these  survivors  of 
pioneer  times,  where  were  retold  the  stories  of  early  days  and  of  old-time  con¬ 
tests,  political  and  legislative,  with  their  attendant  successes  and  defeats,  the 
Judge  with  his  inexhaustible  fund  of  anecdote,  witticism  and  repartee  was  the 
life  and  soul  of  every  occasion.  The  last  letter  written  by  him  was  to  one  of 
the  officers  regarding  an  approaching  reunion,  in  which  he  expressed  anticipa¬ 
tion  of  the  coming  event. 

During  the  period  of  the  Civil  war,  though  incapacitated  for  duty  at  the 
front,  Judge  Wright  gave  to  the  government  every  aid  within  his  power,  and 
many  a  soldier  and  his  family  found  in  him  a  loyal  friend.  In  recognition  of 
his  patriotic  service  the  Military  Order  of  the  American  Legion  of  Honor  made 
him  a  member  of  the  third  degree,  he  being  one  of  only  three  Iowa  civilians 
thus  honored.  Politically  a  whig  until  the  organization  of  the  republican  party, 
he  took  an  active  part  in  republican  councils  of  the  state  and  nation.  While  he 
gave  more  than  forty  years  to  public  service,  the  high  positions  held  by  him 
came  without  solicitation  on  his  part. 

Judge  Wright  was  married  October  19,  1843,  to  Hannah  M.  Dibble,  a  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Thomas  and  Ruth  (Gates)  Dibble.  Mrs.  Wright  was  born  in  Saratoga 
county,  New  York,  and  came  with  her  parents  to  Van  Buren  county,  Iowa,  in 
1839.  She  was  a  descendant  of  one  of  the  old  colonial  families  of  New  Eng¬ 
land,  who  removed  from  Connecticut  to  New  York  early  in  the  eighteenth  cen¬ 
tury.  Judge  and  Mrs.  Wright  became  the  parents  of  six  children:  Thomas  S., 
of  Chicago,  Illinois;  Craig  L.,  of  Sioux  City,  Iowa;  Mary  D.,  the  wife  of  Frank 
H.  Peavey,  of  Minneapolis,  Minnesota ;  Carroll,  of  Des  Moines ;  Lucia  H.,  the 
wife  of  Edgar  H.  Stone,  of  Sioux  City,  Iowa;  and  George  G.,  of  Des  Moines. 
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Fraternally  Judge  Wright  was  a  member  of  the  Odd  Fellows  society.  He 
was  reared  under  the  influence  of  and  always  affiliated  with  the  Methodist  church 
but  his  was  the  broad  Christianity  that  cherished  and  encouraged  the  Christian¬ 
izing  influence  of  all  denominations.  Socially  he  was  the  embodiment  of  all 
that  is  good  and  ennobling  in  social  life.  His  sympathies  covered  the  gamut 
of  human  interests  and  his  hold  on  the  affections  of  the  people  was  remarkably 
strong.  At  social  functions  he  was  a  prime  favorite;  at  banquets,  as  toast¬ 
master  or  after-dinner  speaker,  he  had  few  equals.  Preeminent  in  the  social 
affairs  of  the  city  and  state,  in  every  phase  of  his  life  he  exemplified  the  highest 
type  of  manhood.  Flis  home  relations  were  ideal  and  were  a  reflection  of  his 
own  generous  nature.  His  death  occurred  January  n,  1896.  Of  the  many 
tributes  paid  Judge  Wright,  none  were  more  appreciative  than  that  of  Hon. 
John  F.  Dillon,  of  New  York  city,  formerly  of  the  supreme  court  of  Iowa. 
Said  Judge  Dillon:  “The  verdict  of  the  bar  on  this  subject  is  that,  take  him  all 
in  all,  he  had  no  equal  among  the  state’s  chief  justices  or  judges  in  her  judicial 
history.  Some  may  have  had  in  special  and  exceptional  lines  superior  gifts 
or  superior  learning,  but  take  him  all  in  all  he  easilv  stands  conspicuous  and 
foremost.” 


EDWIN  THOMAS  MEREDITH. 

It  requires  unusual  energy,  judgment  and  discrimination  and  also  a  rare 
faculty  of  discernment  of  the  demands  of  the  times  for  a  man  to  maintain  a 
position  as  the  head  of  a  great  publishing  enterprise — one  which  weekly  reaches 
hundreds  of  thousands  of  readers  and  keeps  them  accurately  informed  as  to  the 
progress  of  the  world  in  agriculture  and  kindred  subjects.  Such  a  man  is 
Edwin  Thomas  Meredith,  editor  and  principal  owner  of  Successful  Farming, 
a  publication  wffiich  carries  the  name  of  Des  Moines  to  the  principal  agricultural 
countries  of  the  globe.  Mr.  Meredith  is  a  native  son  of  Iowa,  born  at  Avoca, 
December  23,  1876,  his  parents  being  Thomas  O.  and  M.  J.  (Marsh)  Meredith. 
The  father  w^as  a  native  of  England  and  came  to  America,  locating  as  a  farmer 
in  Cass  county,  Iow^a,  about  1856.  The  mother  was  born  at  Marion,  Grant 
county,  Indiana.  Mr.  Meredith  died  in  1903,  but  his  wife  is  still  living  and 
makes  her  home  at  Indianola,  Iowra.  There  were  seven  children  in  their  family, 
six  boys  and  one  girl,  namely:  P.  C.  and  J.  C.,  both  of  Buhl,  Idaho;  Edwin; 
and  Belle,  Ezra,  Harry  and  Ow7en,  all  of  wffiom  are  living  at  Indianola. 

Edwin  Thomas  Meredith  received  his  early  education  in  the  common  schools 
of  Cass  county  and  later  became  a  student  of  Highland  Park  College,  Des 
Moines,  graduating  with  the  class  .of  1893.  About  the  time  of  leaving  college 
he  became  interested  in  agricultural  publications,  his  grandfather  being  the  pub¬ 
lisher  of  the  Farmers  Tribune,  and  it  w7as  in  connection  with  the  Tribune  that 
Mi.  Meredith  received  his  introduction  to  the  vocation  wffiich  has  occupied 
the  principal  years  of  his  life.  The  Tribune  wTas  sold  and  was  moved  to  Sioux 
City,  Iowa,  and  Mr.  Meredith  having  decided  to  engage  permanently  in  the 
publishing  business,  founded  Successful  Farming,  which  wras  launched  in  1902. 
The  new  candidate  for  favor  among  the  farmers  soon  attracted  attention  and 
its  list  of  subscribers  grew  rapidly  from  year  to  year  until  at  the  present  time 
it  has  a  circulation  of  five  hundred  thousand  in  the  United  States  and  Canada, 
and  each  year  witnesses  large  accessions  to  its  army  of  readers.  It  deals 
mostly  with  subjects  of  special  interest  to  farmers  of  the  cornbelt  and  is  knowm 
as  one  of  the  active  and  important  agencies  in  America  for  the  promotion  of 
agriculture  along  modern  lines.  Mr.  Meredith  has  from  the  start  been  at  the 
head  of  this  great  enterprise  and  its  success  is  due  mainly  to  his  well  directed 
efforts.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  Iowra  Trust  and 


E.  T. 


MEREDITH 


' 


CITY  OF  DES  MOINES  AND  POLK  COUNTY 


1409 


Savings  Bank,  and  is  interested  in  several  important  irrigation  projects  in  the 
state  of  Idaho. 

On  the  8th  of  January,  1896,  Mr.  Meredith  was  married  to  Miss  Edna 
Elliott,  a  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Adelaide  Elliott,  who  were  natives  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania  and  early  settlers  of  Des  Moines.  Two  children  came  to  bless  this 
union :  Mildred,  aged  fourteen;  and  E.  T.,  Jr.,  who  is  five  years  of  age.  Mr.  Mere¬ 
dith  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Methodist  church  and  politically  he  sup¬ 
ports  the  republican  party.  Fraternally  he  is  identified  with  the  Masonic  order 
and  socially  he  holds  membership  in  the  Grant,  Des  Moines  and  Golf  and 
Country  Clubs.  Endowed  with  a  liberal  share  of  talent  as  an  organizer  and 
starting  with  the  advantages  of  a  good  educational  training,  he  has  made  splen¬ 
did  use  of  his  talents  and  opportunities  and  is  today  a  leading  citizen  of  Des 
Moines  and  the  moving  spirit  in  one  of  its  most  flourishing  concerns.  His  suc¬ 
cess  has  not  come  by  chance.  It  has  been  legitimately  and  honorably  earned. 
He  has  been  instrumental  also  in  promoting  not  only  his  own  happiness  and 
that  of  his  family,  but  the  permanent  welfare  of  those  who  may  never  meet 
him  personally  but  have  been  immensely  benefited  by  his  work. 


LEON  C.  BROWER. 

The  business  interests  of  Des  Moines  cover  a  wide  range  and  are  yearly 
becoming  more  important  and  reaching  out  to  larger  territory.  Among  these 
expanding  interests  is  the  stock  and  bond  brokerage  business  with  which  Leon 
C.  Brower  has  been  connected  for  six  years  past.  Through  his  special  adapta¬ 
bility  for  meeting  the  public  and  his  excellent  judgment  as  to  the  value  of  stocks, 
he  has  gained  an  established  reputation  in  his  calling.  He  was  born  at  Craw¬ 
fordsville,  Indiana,  September  24,  1873,  the  son  of  George  W.  and  Ella  C. 
(Chambers)  Brower.  His  mother  who  was  born  in  Ohio  in  1852,  is  now  de¬ 
ceased.  Mr.  Brower,  Sr.,  is  a  lumberman  and  makes  his  home  at  Emporia, 
Kansas.  He  was  born  in  Ohio,  in  1849.  In  the  last  year  of  the  Civil  war,  al¬ 
though  he  was  only  fourteen  years  old,  he  ran  away  from  home  and  succeeded 
in  entering  the  United  States  Navy,  serving  under  Commodore  Porter  in  a 
number  of  important  engagements.  At  one  time  he  was  on  a  gunboat  which  was 
sunk;  only  ten  members  in  the  crew  of  more  than  one  hundred  men  escaped. 
There  were  five  children  in  the  family  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brower,  three  of  whom 
are  now  living,  namely:  Leon  C.,  the  subject  of  this  review;  Hugh  R.,  now  pro¬ 
fessor  of  English  in  the  Presbyterian  College  of  Emporia,  at  Emporia,  Kansas ; 
and  Grace,  who  is  now  living  with  her  father  at  Emporia. 

Leon  C.  Brower  received  his  early  education  in  the  common  schools  of 
Crawfordsville,  graduating  from  the  high  school  in  1892,  later  pursuing  his 
studies  at  Wabash  College,  Crawfordsville,  Indiana.  He  began  his  active  career 
in  the  lumber  business  with  his  father  and  afterward  was  for  three  years  iden¬ 
tified  with  the  banking  business.  In  1895  he  came  to  Des  Moines,  and  until 
1905  was  an  officer  of  the  Stoner  Wall  Paper  Company.  Then  he  opened 
offices  in  the  Observatory  building  and  has  since  engaged  in  handling  stocks, 
bonds  and  securities  of  various  kinds.  Since  he  is  a  man  of  attractive  manner 
and  good  business  ability,  he  commands  a  wide  acquaintance  and  has  a  large 
clientage,  his  business  yielding  a  handsome  yearly  income. 

On  the  20th  of  June,  1900,  Mr.  Brower  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Estelle  L.  Fox,  who  was  born  in  Iowa  and  is  a  daughter  of  John  B.  Fox,  of 
Polk  county.  Her  father  is  now  deceased,  but  the  mother,  a  native  of  England, 
is  still  living. 

Politically  Mr.  Brower  gives  his  support  to  the  republican  party,  believing 
that  its  platform  is  in  accord  with  the  principles  of  free  government.  Religiously 
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he  adheres  to  the  Presbyterian  church,  of  which  he  has  for  a  number  of  years 
been  a  stanch  supporter.  He  enjoys  the  good  will  of  all  with  whom  he  comes 
m  contact.  During  the.  sixteen  years  that  Mr.  Brower  has  been  a  resident  of 
Des  Moines,  he  has  gained  a  wide  circle  of  friends,  not  only  in  the  city  but 
throughout  the  entire  state. 


WALTER  R.  FERGUSON. 


Industry,  perseverance  and  integrity  are  salient  characteristics  which  have 
contributed  to  the  success  of  Walter  R.  Ferguson,  of  Camp  township  as  a 
farmer  and  business  man.  A  peaceful  and  law-abiding  citizen  he  enjoys  a 
pleasant  and  comfortable  home  under  whose  hospitable  roof  he  and  his  estim¬ 
able.  wife  welcome  the  many  friends  whom  they  have  made  in  Polk  county. 
He  is  a  native  of  the  township  where  he  now  lives  and  was  born  December  t6 
1880,  a  son  of  William  H.  and  Sarah  E.  (Kennedy)  Ferguson,  a“d  of 
whom  appears  elsewhere  in  this  work. 


Walter  R.  Ferguson  attended  the  district  schools  of  Camp  township  and 
after  laying  aside  his  books  continued  to  work  under  his  father  until  he  was 
twenty  years  of  age.  He  then  rented  the  home  farm  of  one  hundred  and  sev- 
entv  acres,  his  father  retiring  from  active  labor,  and  has  since  cultivated  the 
a.rm  tc:  go,ocl  advantage.  He  has  also  bought  sixty-one  acres  in  Camp  township 
which  he  has  greatly  improved.  He  keeps  about  thirty  head  of  cattle  fifteen 
head  of  horses  and  raises  seventy-five  to  one  hundred  head  of  hogs  each  year 
He  is  a  good  judge  of  animals  and  deals  extensively  in  live  stock,  and  as  he  has 
a  thorough  knowledge  of  values,  he  has  been  very  successful  in  this  line  of 
business.  He  is  part  owner  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land  in  Colorado 
and  is  also  a  stockholder  in  the  Farmers’  Cooperative  Store  at  Runnells. 

On  the  18th  of  September,  1902,  Mr.  Ferguson  was  married  to  Miss  Bertha 
Powers,  a  daughter  of  James  and  Louisa  (Warren)  Powers,  the  former  of 
whom  was  born  in  Indiana  and  the  latter  in  Iowa.  Mr.  Powers  came  to  Iowa 
many  years  ago  and  he  and  his  wife  are  now  living  on  a  farm  three-quarters 

vr  3  ITv,rS0UIh  °f  the  home  of  our  snbiect-  Three  children  were  born  to 
Mr.  and  Mrs._  Ferguson,  one  of  whom  died  in  infancy,  the  others  being:  William 
Harris  who  is  now  six  years  of  age;  and  Louisa  Helen,  aged  four. 

,  .  though  a  young  man  Mr.  Ferguson  has  shown  an  energy  and  judgment 
W  fC  JpVe  ^  his  progress  financially.  He  keeps  well  informed 

as  to  the  markets  and  the  best  modern  methods  of  farming  and  stock-raising 
and  is  also  greatly  interested  in  land  values  throughout  the  west.  He  represents 
“e  ,w‘d,e'a'v.ake>  Progressive  element  of  the  country  and  his  opinion  is  often 
sought  by  his  neighbors  and  friends  upon  matters  pertaining  to  business.  In 
politics  he  adheres  to  the  republican  party  and  in  religious  belief  he  and  his 
wife  are  identified  with  the  Church  of  Christ. 


JESSE  P.  HOWE. 

The  dominant  qualities  in  the  life  of  Jesse  P.  Howe,  of  Des  Moines  have 

hiemLSfheTronMnCtheSblf'reSPef  &  v  1?’^  °f  Progressiveness  that  have  brought 
tl™  front  m  the  Dusiness  to  which  he  has  given  his  attention.  He  early  learned 

enabied'Ym  Pt«  and  by  Persistent  application  gained  strength  which 

pUed  htlm  p  meet  and  conquer  numberless  difficulties.  He  was  born  at 
B.idgewater,  Iowa,  in  1871,  a  son  of  Orlando  and  Elizabeth  A.  (Madison) 
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Howe.  The  father  was  a  native  of  New  Jersey.  He  was  a  farmer  and  came 
west  to  Iowa  where  he  engaged  successfully  in  his  vocation.  He  was  married 
in  this  state  and  passed  away  March  6,  1880.  The  grandparents  on  the  maternal 
side  were  John  F.  and  Elizabeth  Madison,  residents  of  Indiana,  grandfather 
Madison  being  well  known  in  the  region  where  he  lived  as  a  devout  Christian. 

Jesse  P.  Howe  began  his  education  in  the  country  schools  and  later  attended 
the  high  school  at  Corning,  Iowa.  Having  decided  to  devote  himself  to  a  busi¬ 
ness  career,  he  attended  the  Gem  City  College,  at  Quincy,  Illinois,  and  after 
leaving  this  institution  became  a  clerk  in  the  general  store  of  Fisher  Brothers, 
at  Bridgewater,  Iowa.  From  the  very  beginning  of  his  active  career  he  was 
actuated  by  an  ambition  to  become  independent  financially.  He  received  a-  salary 
of  twenty-five  dollars  per  month,  for  the  first  five  months,  banking  from  the 
same  one  hundred  dollars,  which  was  his  first  one  hundred  dollars  saved.  From 
savings  and  investments  he  accumulated  four  thousand  dollars,  which  he  believed 
to  be  sufficient  capital  for  the  start  he  desired  to  make  in  his  own  name.  Ac¬ 
cordingly,  he  gave  up  his  position  at  Bridgewater  and  removed  to  Fenton,  Iowa, 
where  he  began  in  the  general  mercantile  business  which  under  his  management 
developed  rapidly  so  that  later  he  was  able  to  sell  out  at  a  handsome  profit.  In 
1906  he  and  his  family  came  to  Des  Moines  and  opened  an  office  under  the  title 
of  the  Manhattan  Oil  Company,  which  was  later  incorporated  as  the  Manhattan 
Oil  Company  of  Iowa,  with  general  headquarters  in  Des  Moines.  As  the  auto¬ 
mobile  came  more  into  use  the  business  grew  until  at  the  present  time  it  is  very 
remunerative.  He  is  now  president  of  the  Manhattan  Oil  Company  of  Iowa, 
vice  president  of  the  Manhattan  Oil  &  Linseed  Company,  with  general  offices 
at  St.  Paul,  Minnesota,  and  branch  offices  at  Watertown  and  Mitchell,  South 
Dakota;  president  and  general  manager  of  the  Manhattan  Oil  Company  of  Ne¬ 
braska,  with  offices  at  Omaha.  He  owns  a  beautiful  home  in  Des  Moines. 

On  the  1st  day  of  January,  1901,  Mr.  Howe  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Amanda  L.  Dau,  a  daughter  of  Christian  and  Fredericka  Dau.  The  parents 
came  to  this  country  from  Germany  and  lived  for  a  time  at  Whitewater,  Wis¬ 
consin,  later  locating  on  a  farm  in  Kossuth  county,  Iowa.  The  father  died  in 
1904  but  the  mother  is  still  living  in  this  city.  Three  children  have  blessed  the 
union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Howe:  Chauncey  E.,  who  was  born  January  29,  1905; 
Dean  Otis,  whose  birth  occurred  November  6,  1906;  and  Helen  Kathryne,  born 
November  21,  1910. 

Politically  Mr.  Howe  gives  his  support  to  the  republican  party  and  his.  re¬ 
ligious  views  are  indicated  by  membership  in  the  Christian  church.  He  is  a 
pleasing  companion  and  at  all  times  a  genial  _  gentleman  who  aims  to  be  of 
genuine  service  to  those  with  whom  he  associates.  He  is  highly  popular  in 
social  circles  and  is  a  lover  of  his  home  which  is  supplied  with  modern  con¬ 
veniences,  among  which  are  choice  books  and  magazines  of  which  he  is  a  con¬ 
stant  reader.  It  is  a  principle  with  him  to  perform  his  duty  to  the  best  of  his 
ability  each  day  as  he  sees  it  and  in  so  doing  he  has  not  only  found  happiness 
for  himself  but  has  very  materially  assisted  others  toward  the  same  desirable 

goal. 


JOHN  YOUNG. 

No  man  stands  higher  in  the  respect  of  the  people  of  Crocker  and  adjoining 
townships  than  John  Young.  Beginning  as  a  farm  laborer  he  steadily  forged 
his  way  to  the  front  and  is  now  one  of  the  well  established  farmers  in  one  of 
the  largest  agricultural  districts  of  the  state.  He  is  a  native  of  Butler  county, 
Ohio,  born  April  23,  1835,  son  of  Lewis  and  Sarah  (Troyer)  Young,  both  of 
whom  were  natives  of  the  Buckeye  state.  The  family  came  to  Iowa  m  1853  and 
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Mr.  and  Mrs.  Young  made  their  home  in  Polk  county  until  1867,  when  they 
removed  to  Missouri.  Mr.  Young  passed  away  in  that  state  in  1880,  having- 
then  arrived  at  the  age  of  sixty-five  years.  The  beloved  wife  and  mother  died 
in  Polk  City  in  1888,  being  then  sixty-seven  years  of  age. 

John  Young  was  the  eldest  of  a  family  of  eleven  children  and  he  found  his 
time  as  he  grew  up  largely  occupied  in  assisting  in  the  support  of  his  brothers 
and  sisters.  He  possessed  limited  advantages  of  education  in  the  district  schools 
but  early  became  intimately  acquainted  with  the  value  of  labor.  He  arrived 
in  Iowa  with  his  parents  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years,  having  previously  worked 
four  years  upon  a  railroad.  After  reaching  this  state  he  turned  his  ^attention 
to  farm  labor  and  five  years  of  close  application  provided  him  with  capital  by 
which  he  was  enabled  to  purchase  land  from  the  government.  This  land  he 
traded  for  a  farm  in  Polk  county,  which  he  subsequently  traded  for  the  prop¬ 
erty  on  which  he  now  lives,  taking  up  his  residence  there  in  1866..  When  he 
first  moved  to  this  spot  there  were  no  improvements  whatever  as  it  was  virgin 
prairie,  but  he  has  transformed  it  into  a  beautiful  and  productive  farm  upon 
which  he  built  a  commodious  residence  and  other  structures,  providing  it  also 
with  modern  machinery  so  that  he  is  able  to  carry  on  the  work  with  the  least 
expenditure  of  time  and  energy.  He  has  engaged  in  general  farming  and  stock- 
raising  with  a  goodly  measure  of  success. 

In  1858  Mr.  Young  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Matilda  Shellhart,  who 
was  born  in  1841,  daughter  of  Jacob  and  Margaret  Shellhart,  natives  respectively 
of  Pennsylvania  and  Germany.  The  parents  came  to  Iowa  in  the  pioneer  days 
and  there  were  five  children  in  the  family.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Young  eight 
children  were  born,  namely :  Sarah  Ann,  who  married  Frank  Porter,  and  is  now 
living  in  Polk  county;  Mary  E.,  wife  of  James  Channon  and  now  living  in 
Audubon  county  and  has  four  children;  Eliza  J.,  wife  of  J.  O.  Duensing,  of 
Wright  county,  and  mother  of  one  child;  George,  who  married  Miss  Fannie 
Lawrence  and  is  now  living  in  Polk  county  and  has  six  children;  Martha  E., 
who  died  at  the  age  of  two  years;  W.  W.,  of  Polk  county,  who  married  Miss 
Minnie  Kobi  and  has  five  children  ;  John  L.,  who  married  Miss  Sarah  Good, 
and  is  now  living  in  Polk  county;  and  Bertha  N.,  of  Oregon,  who  married  M. 
W.  Rhodes  and  has  four  children.  The  mother  of  these  children  departed  this 
life  January  27,  iqoj,  being  then  sixty-five  years  of  age.  Her  death  was  a  great 
loss  to  her  husband  and  family.  She  was  of  a  kind  and  generous  disposition 
and  had  a  host  of  friends  in  this  county. 

Air.  A  oung  is  a  member  of  the  Afasonic  order,  and  for  more  than  forty-five 
years  has  been  identified  with  the  Congregational  church.  He  is  a  stanch  sup¬ 
porter  of  the  republican  party,  and  the  estimation  in  which  he  is  held  by  his 
neighbors  and  friends  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  he  served  for  twenty-eight  years 
as  road  supervisor  and  for  twenty  years  as  president  of  the  school  board.  *  His 
life  has  been  characterized  by  integrity  in  all  his  dealings  and  by  fidelity  to  every 
trust,  so  that  today  his  name  is  regarded  as  a  synonym  for  all  that  is  just  and 
true. 


J.  A.  KIZER. 

Jr  A.  Kizer  is  actively  affiliated  with  the  insurance  circles  of  Des  Aloines,  be¬ 
ing  secretary  of  the  Bankers  Accident  Company.  One  of  Iowa’s  sons,  he  was 
born  on  a  farm  six  miles  northeast  of  Brooklyn,  his  parents  being  Allen  Smith 
and  Mary  Jane  Kizer.  The  family  is  identified  with  the  early  history  of  the 
*tate  as  his  paternal  grandparents  came  to  Iowa  in  1838,  locating  near  Tipton  in 
Cedar  county.  Ain  and  Airs.  A.  S.  Kizer  removed  from  their  farm  to  Colfax. 
j-Owa,  in  1882,  hoping  that  the  medicinal  properties  of  the  water  there  would 
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improve  Mr.  Kizer’s  health.  Although  the  doctors  had  pronounced  his  trouble  to 
be  Bright’s  disease  and  incurable  Mr.  Kizer  entirely  recovered  and  is  now  strong 
and  healthy.  After  recovering  his  health  he  decided  not  to  return  to  farming 
believing  the  work  to  be  too  taxing  upon  his  vitality,  so  bought  a  half  interest 
in  a  hardware  store  in  Colfax.  For  several  years  he  continued  to  be  identified 
with  this  business,  which  was  conducted  under  the  firm  name  of  bates  &  Kizer. 
Disposing  of  his  interest  later  he  bought  three  additions  to  the  city  and  has  ever 
since  devoted  his  entire  time  and  attention  to  his  real  estate,  continuing  to  reside 

m  lad  of  ten  years  when  his  parents  removed  to  Colfax  J.  A.  Kizer  acquired 
his  education  in  the  public  schools  of  that  city,  being  graduated  from  the  high 
school  in  1894.  Coming  to  Des  Moines  in  1900  he  entered  the  Capital  City 
Commercial  College,  in  order  to  better  fit  himself  for  a  business  career  r. 
Kizer  was  identified  with  various  vocations  before  finding  one  he  wished  to 
follow  permanently.  His  first  position  was  deliveryman  in  a  grocery  store  at 
twelve  and  a  half  dollars  per  month.  He  was  later  advanced  to  sixteen  dollars 
but  withdrew  shortly  after  to  become  manager  of  a  laundry  for  C.  -y  Lyons. 
Following  this  he  accepted  a  clerical  position  in  the  real-estate  and  insurance 
office  of  J.  H.  Hahn.  This  was  the  most  congenial  employment  he  had  ever  had, 
and  being  very  much  interested  in  the  insurance  work  after  leaving  business 
college  he  obtained  a  position  in  the  Bankers  Mutual  Casualty  Company.  Wit 
drawing  from  this  later  he  went  into  the  office  of  the  Bankers  Accident  Co1?1 
pany  as  errand  and  office  boy  and  by  means  of  close  application,  faithful  dis¬ 
charge  of  duties  and  tireless  energy  he  has  worked  his  way  up  to  his  present 

position.  ...  ,  • 

In  this  city  on  the  25th  of  August,  I9°9’  ^r-  Kizer  was  united  in  marriage 

to  Miss  Jessie  Mae  Hitchcock,  a  daughter  of  Charles  H.  Hitchcock.  I  he  par¬ 
ents  located  in  Des  Moines  in  1875  and  for  over  thirty  years  have  resided  m 
the  same  place.  One  child  has  been  born  of  this  union,  Marion  Louene.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Kizer  attend  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church  of  which  denomination 
they  are  members,  while  fraternally  he  is  identified  with  the  Independent  Order 
of  Odd  Fellows,  and  has  filled  all  of  the  chairs  of  the  local  lodge. 

A  strong  advocate  of  the  principles  of  republicanism  Mr.  Kizer  always  gives 
his  support  to  the  men  and  measures  of  that  party.  He  does  not  actively  par¬ 
ticipate  in  local  politics,  however,  as  he  does  not  aspire  to  public  office,  pre¬ 
ferring  to  concentrate  his  energies  upon  the  advancement  of  his  private  interests. 


BYRD  E.  MOORE. 

Byrd  E.  Moore,  one  of  the  best  known  bicycle  and  motor  men  in  the  west 
and  now  proprietor  of  a  flourishing  bicycle  establishment  at  Des  Moines,  is  a 
native  of  Iowa,  born  at  Ottumwa,  July  20,  1873.  He  is  a  son  of  A.  E.  and  Ella 
P  (Baker)  Moore,  the  former  of  whom  was  born  at  Iowa  City,  m  1853,  and 
the  latter  at  Richland,  Iowa,  also  in  1853.  The  father  engaged  in  the  news¬ 
paper  business  and  came  to  Des  Moines  in  1886,  being  connected  with  the  Old 
Register,  which  later  became  the  Register-Leader.  There  were  two  children  in 
the  family,  Byrd  E.  and  May  Pearl,  the  latter  the  wife  of  H.  M.  Stewart,  of 
Des  Moines.  Grandfather  Moore  was  a'  soldier  of  the  Civil  war: 

Byrd  E  Moore  received  his  early  education  in  the  public  schools  of  Ottumwa 
and  Lincoln,  Kansas.  He  began  his  great  battle  with  the  world  in  making  incan¬ 
descent  lamps  in  a  factory  at  Lincoln,  Nebraska,  where  he  continued  for  three 
years  He  then  entered  the  department  store  of  Maxwell,  Sharp  &  Ross  at 
Lincoln  Mr.  Ross  took  a  great  interest  in  the  young  man  and  as  our  subject 
was  small  in  stature,  quick  in  movement  and  mentally  very  bright  he  persuaded 
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him  to  become  a  bicycle  race  rider  and  put  him  through  a  course  of  training 
furmshmg  him  the  style  of  bicycle  then  in  use,  which  was  the  old  ordinary  high 
wheeled  vehicle.  After  the  pupil  had  been  put  through  the  proper  training-  he 
entered  a  six-days  race,  which  took  place  at  Bohannon’s  Hall  for  the  chammon 
shl,P  Tof  Nebraska.  He  was  pitted  against  three  experts— Bert  Banks  Hal  Zerun 
and  Joe  Sullivan  He  put  forth  extraordinary  efforts  and  won  the  race  earning 
one  hundred  and  seventy-seven  dollars,  the  championship  of  the  west  and  f 
medal.  Two  months  later,  in  the  fall  of  1891,  he  left  Lincoln  and  drove  a  net 
pony  across  the  country  to  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  where  he  established  his  head 
quarters  Realizing  the  need  of  more  education,  he  attended Tchool^ tor  two 
years  and  sold  papers  to  pay  expenses.  His  second  great  race  was  against  Bert 
dmunds,  the  state  champion  of  Iowa.  It  was  a  ten-mile-handicap  road  race 
There  were  fifty-eight  starters,  and  the  handicap  was  fifteen  minutes  The 
scratchmen  were  Byrd  Moore,  Bert  Edmunds,  C  V.  Davies  of  Chicago  and 
Walter  Hibbs,  a  noted  rider  of  Mitchellville,  Iowa.  Byrd  Moore  soon  over 
hauled  his  competitors  and  took  the  lead,  winning  first  place  and  time  prize  and 
thus  securing  two  medals  After  the  race  was  ofer  he  found  hfmseTf  £  posses- 
s  on  of  a  new  bicycle,  a  full-jeweled  Elgin  watch  and  a  handsome  new  suit  of 
clothes.  For  some  time  after  this  event  he  devoted  his  attention  to  racing  in 
various  parts  of  the  state,  the  interest  in  the  bicycle  then  being  at  its  height  at 
all  principal  centers  in  the  west.  At  a  state  meet  at  Oskaloosa  he  won  nearfy 
a  f  the  races  and  at  Jefferson,  Iowa,  carried  off  three  first  prizes  The  great 
race  of  his  life,  however,  was  a  ten-mile  match  race  with  Walter  Hibbs  atYes 
Moines  on  the  spot  now  occupied  by  the  Auditorium.  Mr.  Moore  won  in 
twenty-two  minutes  and  twenty-five  seconds,  and  thus  became  the  undisputed 
champion  bicycle  rider  of  the  state.  He  acted  as  referee  of  three  day  races 
run  by  women  and  paced  Marie  Kawalski,  of  Chicago,  a  mile  in  two  minutes 
a  eighteen  seconds.^  In  1900  he  opened  a  bicycle  store  and  shop  at  Des  Moines 
handling  all  the  leading  high  grade  machines,  and  now  carries  a  bicycle  known 
s  yrd  s  special,  named  after  himself,  which  is  a  beautiful  wheel  He  also 

cyclf a*  3e0rmCyfiftS’  ^  he  is  th°r0U^  foliar.  He  rode  a  motor- 

y  e  a  mile  in  fifty-one  seconds,  in  an  exhibition  straightaway  on  Kingman 

ou  evar  ,  C  icago,  the  leading  papers  of  the  city  giving  full  account  of  this 

event  with  a  picture  of  Mr.  Moore.  He  began  in  1907  handling  motor-cycles 

but  now  sells  only  the  Thor  motor-cycle,  of  which  he  carries  fifteen  different 

els.  To  him  belongs  the  credit  of  having  been  engaged  the  longest  in  the 

bicycle  and  motor  business  of  any  man  in  the  state  of  Iowa  and  he  his  attained 

a  wide  reputation  not  only  on  account  of  his  professional  ability  but  because 
of  his  success  as  a  business  man.  '  Decause 

,.  23d  °f  May,  1900,  Mr.  Moore  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Oliv- 

ette  Larson,  a  native  of  Dayton,  Iowa,  who  was  left  an  orphan  in' her  earlv 

fUTr  t  hl  PYICS Dhe  is  ^dependent  and  in  religious  belief  he  adheres  to  the 
Methodist  church.  _  Possessing  the  qualities  that  attract  friends  and  also  lead 

^^Wable^coTe.’  ^  "  h!gMy  Creditable  record  his  en^etic 


ALA' AH  JOHN  GAGE. 

tnTr'Y  TT  tll°rough  Preparation  for  his  profession  as  an  architect,  Alvah 
U  wf’  altdo,u.Sh  a  Wung  man,  has  already  realized  in  an  important  degree 
tne  ambition  of  his  earlier  years.  He  is  well  established  in  his  life  career  and 
has  gamed  an  enviable  reputation  on  account  of  the  excellent  work  he  has  ac- 
comphshed  in  Des  Moines  and  elsewhere  in  the  state.  He  was  born  at  Winona 
Minnesota,  April  24,  1873,  and  is  a  son  of  Alvah  Webster  and  Christiana  Gage, 
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the  latter  of  whom  is  a  native  of  Pennsylvania.  She  came  west  to  Winona  in 
her  early  girlhood  with  her  parents  and  is  now  living  at  Winona,  Minnesota. 
The  father  was  born  at  Brackney,  Pennsylvania.  He  became  a  contractor  and 
builder,  locating  at  Winona  in  1857.  He  passed  away  April  17,  1887. 

Alvah  John  Gage  received  his  preliminary  education  in  the  public  schools 
of  Winona,  subsequently  attending  the  University  of  Pennsylvania.  After  leav¬ 
ing  the  university  he  entered  the  office  of  McKinm,  Mead  and  White,  architects, 
in  New  York  city,  where  he  remained  about  three  years.  He  then  removed  to 
St.  Paul,  Minnesota,  and  in  1899  to  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  entering  the  employ 
of  the  firm  of  Smith  &  Gutterson.  Upon  the  death  of  Mr.  Gutterson  he  ac¬ 
quired  the  interest  in  the  firm  which  had  been  held  by  the  former  and  became 
a  partner  of  Mr.  Smith.  They  remained  in  business  together  until  1905,  when 
Mr.  Gage  went  to  Paris  for"  further  study  and  observation  under  the  _  most 
favorable  conditions  to  be  found  in  the  world.  In  1907  he  resumed  practice  m 
Des  Moines,  associating  himself  with  Smith  and  Wetherell,  with  offices  in  the 
Youngerman  building,  and  in  1908  the  firm  became  Wetherell  &  Gage.  He  has 
drawn  plans  for  some  of  the  most  attractive  buildings  in  this  part  of  the  state, 
among  which  may  be  named  the  Hubbel  school  building  and  the  Brooks  school 
building  of  Des  Moines,  courthouses  at  Centerville,  Leon  and  Sigourney,  and 
other  public  and  private  structures. 

On  the  20th  of  December,  1899,  Mr.  Gage  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Rose  M.  Clock,  who  was  born  at  Geneva,  Franklin  county,  Iowa,  February  28, 
1873.  She  is  a  daughter  of  Jarvis  Clock,  a  native  of  New  York,  now  deceased. 
Mr.  Gage  has  been  identified  with  the  republican  party  ever  since  reaching 
manhood  and  gives  it  his  earnest  support.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Grant  Club. 
He  is  a  constant  student,  a  close  observer  and,  being  of  a  progressive  nature, 
is  not  restricted  by  conventionalities.  Hence,  he  displays  an  originality  in  his 
plans  which  is  highly  pleasing  to  patrons.  In  Des  Moines  he  has  found  an  in¬ 
viting  field,  which  is  constantly  widening  and  gives  great  promise  for  years  to 

come. 


HENRY  GRAY. 

Henry  Gray,  who,  by  years  of  applied  industry,  has  attained  a  prominent 
position  m  the  business  circles  of  Des  Moines,  was  born  January  11,  1852,  m 
Weston,  Vermont,  in  the  same  house  his  father  was  born  in,  a  son  of  Andrew 
Jackson  and  Mary  (Burton)  Gray,  both  of  whom  were  also  natives  of  Ver¬ 
mont  the  father’s  birth  taking  place  in  that  town  on  February  23,  1820.  The 
family  genealogy  is  replete  with  interesting  history,  of  which  only  a  brief  out¬ 
line  can  here  be  given.  The  estate  upon  which  the  father  was  born  has  been 
in  the  Grav  family  for  several  generations  and  he  was  identified  with  various 
agricultural  and  business  enterprises,  having  been  a  farmer,  banker  and  hotel 
oroprietor  each  of  which  lines  of  endeavor  he  successfully  conducted  during 
his  life  time  In  1884  he  moved  to  Hampton,  Iowa,  where  he  lived  until  1900, 
when  he  moved  to  Des  Moines  and  there  his  death  occurred  February  20,  1904. 
His  wife  passed  away  in  the  same  city  August  31,  1906.  The  paternal  grand¬ 
father,  who  was  a  cousin  of  George  Bancroft,  the  noted  historian  came  with 
his  family  from  Scotland  at  an  early  day  and  located  on  the  land  which  was 
subsequently  occupied  by  the  succeeding  generations.  He  was  a  physician  of 
considerable  prominence  in  his  day  and  obtained  some  renown  as  a  soldier  in 
the  Revolutionary  war.  The  maternal  grandfather,  Mather  Erin  Burton,  emi¬ 
grated  from  England  to  the  United  States  at  an  early  period  and  located  in 
Vermont.  Hon.  J.  Lorin  Martin,  justice  of  the  United  States  Supreme  court, 
who  is  a  cousin  of  Henry  Gray,  was  speaker  of  the  house  of  representatives 
for  seven  terms  and  married  a  niece  of  Admiral  Dewey,  U.  S.  JN. 
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Henry  Gray  received  his  preliminary  education  in  the  public  schools,  sup¬ 
plemented  by  a  course  at  Burr-Burton  Seminary,  at  Manchester,  Vermont.  At 
the  age  of  sixteen  years  he  went  to  Chicago,  Illinois,  where  he  worked  for 
Field,  Leiter  &  Company  for  four  years,  then  moving  to  Sterling,  Illinois,  where 
he  remained  until  1876,  when  he  moved  to  Iowa  Falls,  Iowa,  for  a  short  period 
and  in  the  same  year  returned  to  Manchester,  Vermont,  there  embarking  in  the 
hotel  business.  In  1882  he  disposed  of  his  interests  and  proceeding  to  Hamp¬ 
ton,  Iowa,  he  engaged  in  the  undertaking  business,  later  taking  a  course  of 
instruction  in  embalming  at  Hampton,  Iowa,  and  after  receiving  his  diploma, 
he  conducted  an  embalming  establishment  in  that  city  until  1901.  In  the  same 
year  he  came  to  Des  Moines  and  started  an  undertaking  business  at  1113  Lo¬ 
cust  street,  becoming  one  of  the  best  known  men  in  this  line  of  work  in  the 
city.  He  eventually  sold  his  undertaking  establishment  and  entered  the  real- 
estate  business,  in  which  he  has  since  been  engaged,  meeting  with  unqualified 
success. 

Mr.  Gray  has  been  twice  married,  his  first  wife  being  Alice  M.  Smith,  to 
whom  he  was  united  March  3,  1880.  They  became  the  parents  of  four  chil¬ 
dren,  namely:  Harry  S.,  who  was  born  December  15,  1880,  and  married  Miss 
Ethel  Holman,  having  two  sons,  Henry  H.  and  Jack  Burton,  is  engaged  in  the 
automobile  business  in  Des  Moines;  Roy  B.,  who  was  born  June  10,  1884; 
Clara  I.,  born  November  5,  1889;  and  Ruth,  born  October  2,  1891.  Mrs.  Gray 
departed  this  life  October  31,  1897,  in  Hampton,  Iowa.  On  August  24,  1898, 
Mr.  Gray  was  married  to  Miss  Emma  Brockway,  of  Cambridge,  New  York. 

Politically  Mr.  Gray  supports  the  democratic  party.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  Presbyterian  church  and  fraternally  he  is  connected  with  Capital  Lodge, 
Knights  of  Pythias,  and  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America,  as  well  as  the  Sons 
of  the  American  Revolution.  Mr.  Gray  is  one  of  the  substantial  citizens  of  Des 
Moines,  where  he  owns  considerable  real  estate,  and  is  popular  with  both  his 
business  associates  and  his  personal  friends.  He  is  an  enthusiast  in  regard  to 
all  athletic  sports  and  takes  particular  pleasure  in  automobiling. 


LEWIS  MEUSBURGER. 

Lewis  Meusburger,  the  owner  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  rich  and 
productive  land  in  Walnut  township,  is  one  of  Polk  county’s  young  and  enter¬ 
prising  agriculturists.  His  birth  occurred  in  Walnut  township,  Dallas  county, 
Iowa,  on  the  26th  of  September,  1887,  his  parents  being  Joseph  and  Mary 
(Young)  Meusburger,  the  former  a  native  of  Germany  and  the  latter  of  Dal¬ 
las  county,  Iowa.  The  father  emigrated  to  the  United  States  when  twenty-five 
years  of  age,  locating  in  New  York,  where  he  worked  as  a  hired  hand  on  a  dairy 
farm  for  about  three  years.  At  the  expiration  of  that  period  he  came  to  Iowa, 
being  here  employed  by  the  month  as  a  farm  hand  for  several  years.  By  dint 
of  untiring  industry  and  close  economy  he  eventually  accumulated  sufficient  capi¬ 
tal  to  enable  him  to  buy  land  of  his  own,  coming  into  possession  of  a  tract  of 
eighty  acres  in  Dallas  county.  The  operation  of  that  farm  claimed  his  atten¬ 
tion  until  he  disposed  of  the  property  to  his  father-in-law,  at  which  time  he 
purchased  and  located  on  another  tract  of  land  comprising  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres,  in  the  further  cultivation  and  improvement  of  which  he  was  engaged  until 
called  to  his  final  rest  in  March,  1895.  The  mother  is  still  in  possession  of  the 
home  farm  in  Dallas  county,  which  is  now  being  operated  by  two  of  her  sons. 
At  the  present  time  she  is  residing  with  our  subject. 

Lewis  Meusburger  was  reared  in  his  native  county  and  attended  the  district 
schools  in  the  acquirement  of  an  education.  When  not  busy  with  his  text-books 
he  assisted  in  the  work  of  the  home  farm,  thus  early  becoming  familiar  with  the 
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duties  and  labors  that  fall  to  the  lot  of  the  agriculturist.  In  1905  his  mother 
bought  a  well  improved  farm  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  in  Walnut  town¬ 
ship,  Polk  county,  whereon  he  and  his  mother  took  up  their  abode  the  following 
year.  They  have  resided  thereon  continuously  since,  Mr.  Meusburger  working 
the  farm  in  accordance  with  advanced  methods  of  agriculture  and  producing 
good  results  in  large  marketable  crops. 

Since  age  conferred  upon  him  the  right  of  franchise  Mr.  Meusburger  has  sup¬ 
ported  the  republican  party,  being  convinced  that  its  principles  are  most  con¬ 
ducive  to  good  government.  His  religious  faith  is  indicated  by  his  membership 
in  the  German  Lutheran  church,  while  fraternally  he  is  identified  with  the  Mod¬ 
ern  Woodmen  of  America,  belonging  to  Camp  No.  7193  at  Campbell,  Iowa. 
He  is  also  affiliated  with  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  his  member¬ 
ship  being  in  Waukee  Lodge,  No.  311.  He  has  always  lived  in  this  part  of  the 
state  and  enjoys  a  wide  and  favorable  acquaintance  here. 


DANIEL  M.  FINCH. 

A  representative  of  one  of  the  leading  families  of  Des  Moines,  Daniel  M. 
Finch  has  spent  his  entire  life  in  this  city  and  for  twenty  years  past  has  been 
identified  with  the  railway  business.  He  was  born  May  18,  1857,  and  is  a  son 
of  Daniel  O.  and  Ellen  Maria  (Calder)  Finch.  The  father  was  for  many  years 
one  of  the  leading  lawyers  of  Iowa  and  was  also  a  prominent  factor  in  demo¬ 
cratic  politics  of  the  state.  He  was  born  at  Unadilla,  Otsego  county,  New  York, 
June  6,  1829,  being  a  son  of  David  and  Ruth  Ann  Finch,  both  of  whom  were  na¬ 
tives  of  Connecticut.  Ransome  Mallory  on  the  mother’s  side  served  as  cap¬ 
tain  in  the  Revolutionary  war  and  married  Ruth  Wooster.  When  Daniel  was 
eleven  years  of  age  his  father  died  and  later  he  attended  Delaware  Institute 
at  Franklin,  Delaware  county,  New  York,  and  Oxford  Academy  of  Chenango 
county,  taking  a  complete  college  preparatory  course.  He  studied  law  in  the 
office  of  Judge  C.  C.  Noble,  of  Unadilla,  with  whom  he  remained  for  two 
years.  In  1847  he  entered  the  law  school  at  Cherry  Valley,  graduating  the  fol¬ 
lowing  year.  He  began  practice  at  Monroe,  Green  county,  Wisconsin,  and  con¬ 
tinued  there  until  1851,  when  he  arrived  at  Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa,  becoming  a 
member  of  the  banking  firm  of  Wear,  Finch  &  Company.  At  the  same  time  he 
continued  to  practice  his  profession.  In  the  spring  of  1853  he  disposed  of  his 
interests  at  Cedar  Rapids  and'  settled  at  Des  Moines,  then  a  village  of  four 
hundred  and  fifty  inhabitants.  He  associated  in  practice  with  Judge  Curtis 
Bates  and  was  also  interested  in  a  banking  enterprise  and  was  editor  of  the 
Iowa  Star,  a  newspaper,  fudge  Bates  withdrew  from  the  firm  in  1855  and  was 
succeeded  by  General  M.  M.  Crocker.  Subsequently  Mr.  Finch  was  associated 
at  various  times  with  Judge  Mitchell,  Hon.  John  A.  Kasson,  George  Clark, 
Byron  Rice,  John  D.  River  and  W.  S.  Sickman. 

He  was  always  enthusiastic  in  politics  and  in  1856  canvassed  one-half  the 
counties  of  the  state  in  behalf  of  Buchanan.  In  i860  he  was  a  delegate  to  the 
national  democratic  convention  at  Charleston,  South  Carolina,  and  took  an  active 
part  in  the  nomination  of  Stephen  A.  Douglas  for  president.  Two  years  later 
he  ran  for  congress  in  the  fifth  district,  but  was  defeated  by  a  small  vote.  In 
1864  he  was  a  delegate  to  the  national  democratic  convention  at  Chicago  and 
supported  George  B.  McClellan  for  the  presidency.  At  the  New  York  con¬ 
vention  four  years  later  he  was  an  enthusiastic  supporter  of  Horatio.  Seymour. 
He  was  chairman  of  the  Iowa  delegation  at  the  national  convention  at  St. 
Louis  and  was  president  of  the  democratic  state  convention  in  1877  <iucl  headed 
the  electoral  democratic  state  ticket  at  the  national  election  in  1884  when  Grover 
Cleveland  was  elected  for  his  first  term.  On  the  26th  of  September,  1885,  he 
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was  appointed  United  States  attorney  for  the  southern  district  of  Iowa,  which 
office  he  held  until  November  27,  1889. 

On  September  16,  1851,  Mr.  Finch  was  married  to  Miss  Ellen  Maria  Calder, 
whose  parents  were  natives  of  England.  The  father  owned  a  beautiful  farm  on 
the  shores  of  Otsego  lake,  New  York.  There  were  five  children  born  to  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Finch:  Willie,  who  died  at  the  age  of  four  years;  Joseph  C.,  born 
January  8,  1855,  and  now  a  leading  attorney  at  Los  Angeles,  California;  Daniel 
Mallory,  of  this  review;  Edward  Douglas,  who  studied  law  under  his  father 
and  is  a  graduate  of  the  Iowa  State  University,  being  now  a  practicing  lawyer 
of  Des  Moines ;  and  Charles  Marcus,  who  is  engaged  in  business  at  San  Fran¬ 
cisco,  California.  Mr.  Finch,  Sr.,  died  while  visiting  his  son  in  San  Francisco, 
November  26,  1906,  having  then  arrived  at  the  age  of  seventy-seven  years. 
The  beloved  wife  and  mother  passed  away  two  years  previously.  Mr.  Finch 
will  be  remembered  as  a  man  of  unusual  ability,  whose  name  is  indelibly  iden¬ 
tified  with  the  upbuilding  of  Iowa. 

Daniel  M.  Finch,  the  subject  of  this  review,  received  his  early  education 
in  the  public  schools  of  Des  Moines.  He  began  his  business  career  as  a  clerk 
in  a  dry-goods  store  of  this  city  and  later  was  deputy  sheriff  of  Polk  county  un¬ 
der  Daniel  Bringhof,  serving  in  a  similar  capacity  under  George  Lendrum. 
After  retiring  from  public  office  he  engaged  in  the  fire-insurance  business  as 
special  agent  of  the  Globe  Insurance  Company,  in  which  capacity  he  served 
until  the  company  discontinued  business  at  Des  Moines.  In  1891  he  became 
connected  with  the  Des  Moines  City  Railway  Company  as  claim  agent  and 
has  also  served  as  cashier  and  train  master,  at  the  present  time  filling  the  posi¬ 
tion  of  claim  agent  for  the  Des  Moines  City  &  Interurban  Railway. 

On  the  30th  of  June,  1880,  Mr.  Finch  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Emma 
Thomas,  who  was  born  at  Sennett,  Cayuga  county,  New  York.  Two  children 
came  to  bless  this  union:  Paul  R.,  born  September  11,  1885,  who  is  now  mar¬ 
ried  and  engaged  as  a  manufacturer  of  gas  mantles  in  Kansas  City,  Missouri ; 
and  Daniel  O.,  born  August  11,  1887,  who  is  also  married  and  is  now  assistant 
scenic  painter  of  the  Princess  Theater  of  Des  Moines.  The  mother  of  these 
children  died  in  1892  and  Mr.  Finch  was  again  married,  in  1897,  to  Miss  Bertha 
Dewey,  a  native  of  Des  Moines  and  a  daughter  of  John  M.  Dewey,  one  of  the 
pioneers  of  this  city.  He  was  an  engineer  and  later  engaged  in  the  real-estate 
business  and  with  the  Des  Moines  Water  Works  Company.  He  took  an  active 
part  in  politics,  serving  with  general  acceptance  as  member  of  the  city  council. 
The  mother  of  Mrs.  Finch,  whose  maiden  name  was  Hettie  Johnson,  was  born 
at  Newbury,  Vermont,  and  is  still  living.  Politically  Mr.  Finch  is  not  connected 
with  any  of  the  leading  parties,  preferring  to  remain  independent.  In  religious 
belief  he  adheres  to  the  Episcopal  church.  He  is  well  known  socially  and,  hav¬ 
ing  seen  Des  Moines  grow  from  a  village  until  it  has  become  one  of  the  large 
centers  of  the  west,  he  is  well  acquainted  with  its  business  interests  and  few 
men  can  claim  a  more  intimate  knowledge  of  the  resources  and  possibilities 
of  the  large  section  from  which  this  city  draws  its  support.  Thoroughly  effi¬ 
cient  in  the  work  to  which  he  applies  himself,  he  has  attained  a  gratifying  meas¬ 
ure  of  prosperity  and  Des  Moines  can  claim  no  more  loyal  son  than  the  one 
whose  record  is  here  presented. 


SAMUEL  PROCTER  KNEELAND. 

For  ten  years  Samuel  P.  Kneeland  has  been  identified  in  an  official  capacity 
with  the  Des  Moines  Hosiery  Company,  whose  mills  constitute  one  of  the  thriv¬ 
ing  local  industries.  He  was  born  in  Berea,  Ohio,  on  the  9th  of  January,  1857, 
being  a  son  of  Isaac  and  Susanna  C.  (Procter)  Kneeland,  the  father  a  native  of 
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the  state  of  New  York  and  the  mother  of  New  Bedford,  Massachusetts.  The 
parents  came  to  Iowa  from  Ohio  in  1857,  locating  at  Chariton,  where  the  father, 
who  was  a  physician,  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  profession.  Five  children 
were  born  to  them,  two  daughters,  who  died  in  childhood,  and  three  sons: 
Herbert,  who  is  married  and  living  at  Fort  Gibson,  Oklahoma;  Samuel  P.,  our 
subject;  and  Williams,  who  is  also  married  and  a  resident  of  Malvern,  Iowa. 

Samuel  P.  Kneeland  obtained  his  education  in  the  common  schools,  of  Char¬ 
iton,  Iowa,  after  the  completion  of  which  he  engaged  in  teaching  for  several 
years.  Deciding  at  the  end  of  the  period  that  he  preferred  a  commercial  career 
he  accepted  a  clerkship  with  which  he  was  identified  for  tv/o  years,  following 
which  he  came  to  Des  Moines  and  entered  the  employ  of  R.  G.  Dun  &  Com¬ 
pany.  He  continued  in  their  service  for  fourteen  years,  during  eleven-  of  which 
he  was  the  manager  of  their  Des  Moines  office.  Resigning  his  position  with 
this  company  in  July,  1901,  he  became  the  treasurer  of  the  Des  Moines  Hosiery 
Company,  of  which  he  was  one  of  the  stockholders.  This  is  one  of  the  suc¬ 
cessful  enterprises  of  the  city,  the  company  employing  a  force  of  two  hundred 
people  in  the  operation  of  their  local  mills,  and  sixty  in  their  branch  at  Boone, 
Iowa.  Their  products  are  of  the  best  quality,  the  merits  of  which  are  recog¬ 
nized  and  as  a  result  they  are  building  up  a  patronage  extending  from  eastern 
Ohio  to  the  Pacific  coast  and  yielding  gratifying  results  to  the  stockholders. 

Mr.  Kneeland  established  a  home  by  his  marriage  on  the  18th  of  April,  1889, 
to  Miss  Julia  M.  Corning,  who  is  a  native  of  this  city  and  a  daughter  of  B.  H. 
and  Francenia  R.  (Rollins)  Corning,  the  father  being  one  of  the  oldest  shoe 
merchants  in  the  city.  One  daughter  graces  the  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Knee¬ 
land  ;  Elizabeth  Corning.  The  family  affiliates  with  the  Congregational  church, 
while  fraternally  Mr.  Kneeland  is  identified  with  the  Independent  Order  of 
Odd  Fellows  and  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America,  his  local  membership  in 
the  latter  organization  being  charter  in  Grant  Camp,  No.  108,  which  is  the 
oldest  in  the  city.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Sons  of  the  American  Revolution, 
this  privilege  being  accorded  him  because  of  his  descent  in  the  maternal  line 
from  Pilgrim  ancestry  through  Miles  Standish.  The  Procters  have  always  been 
well  connected  and  one  of  Mrs.  Isaac  Kneeland’s  sisters  married  Colonel  War¬ 
ren  S.  Dungan,  several  terms  representative  from  Lucas  county  and  senator 
from  Locust  and  Wayne  counties;  also  lieutenant  governor  under  Governor 


J  ackson 

His  political  support  Mr.  Kneeland  awards  the  candidates  of  the  republi¬ 
can  party.  However,  as  he  does  not  aspire  to  official  honors,  he  never  very 
actively  participates  in  political  campaigns,  preferring  to  devote  his  time  and 
attention  mostly  to  his  personal  interests. 


S.  E.  PARMENTER. 

Living  on  the  old  homestead  of  two  hundred  and  seventy  acres  in  Crocker 
township,  S.  E.  Parmenter  has  attained  a  measure  of  prosperity  which  places 
him  and  his  family  beyond  fear  of  want  in  the  years  to  come.  He  is  one  of  the 
substantial  farmers  of  Polk  county — a  man  who  uses  sound  judgment  in  his 
plans  and  generally  secures  substantial  results.  Born  on  the  place  where  he 
now  lives  September  13,  1865,  he  is  the  son  of  Edward  and  Annie  E.  (p°rter) 
Parmenter,  the  former  a  native  of  New  Hampshire  and  the  latter  of  Ohio. 
Thev  came  to  Iowa  about  1855  and  were  married  in  this  state.  The  father  was 
bv  trade  a  blacksmith  and  for  five  years  he  shod  the  horses  of  the  Western 
Stage  Company,  which  operated  between  Des  Moines  and  Council  Bluffs.  He 
continued  at  his  trade  until  1863  when  he  purchased  two.  hundred  and  twenty 
acres  in  Crocker  township  upon  which  he  took  up  his  residence.  As  the  years 
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passed  he  became  one  of  the  leading  farmers  of  this  section  and  acquired  more 
than  one  thousand  acres  of  land  in  Crocker  township.  He  passed  away  in  1897 
at  the  age  of  sixty-five  years.  Mrs.  Parmenter  is  still  living  on  the  home  place 
and  has  now  reached  the  age  of  sixty-nine  years.  She  was  the.  mother  of 
nine  children,  the  subject  of  this  review  being  second  in  order  of  birth. 

S.  E.  Parmenter  received  his  education  in  the  common  schools  and  as  he 
grew  up  became  thoroughly  acquainted  with  all  classes  of  work  pertaining  to 
agriculture  and  stock-raising.  The  father  gave  a  farm  to  each  of  his  children 
when  they  reached  maturity  and  the  farm  which  our  subject  received  he  later 
traded  for  the  old  homestead,  so  that  he  has  always  lived  in  the  same  place  in 
which  he  was  born.  He  has  cultivated  the  farm  in  such  a  way  as  to  produce 
gratifying  annual  returns.  He  is  a  general  farmer  and  stock-raiser  and  it  is 
doubtful  whether  any  place  in  this  part  of  the  county  is  in  better  condition  for 
cultivation  or  posseses  better  facilities  than  the  one  he  owns. 

In  1893  Mr.  Parmenter  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Ada  Riley,  a  daugh¬ 
ter  of  John  and  Lydia  Riley,  and  of  this  union  one  son,  Charles  E.,  was  born. 
In  1910  Mr.  Parmenter  was  again  married,  the  lady  of  his  choice  being  Miss 
Lulu  Banks,  who  was  born  July  10,  1891,  a  daughter  of  John  and  Catherine 
Banks,  of  Crocker  township.  The  father  was  born  in  England  and  the  mother 
in  Iowa.  They  were  married  in  this  state,  Mr.  Banks  having  come  to  America 
in  his  boyhood.  The  mother  passed  away  in  1904,  but  the  father  is  now  living 
in  Polk  county  and  has  reached  the  age  of  sixty-nine  years. 

Mr.  Parmenter  is '  a  man  of  pleasing  social  characteristics  and  has  many 
friends  who  have  been  attracted  by  his  generous  disposition.  Fraternally  he  is 
a  valued  member  of  the  Masonic  order,  the  Odd  Fellows  and  the  Eagles.  He 
gives  his  support  to  the  republican  party  and  although  not  an  aspirant  for  pub¬ 
lic  office,  he  has  served  most  acceptably  as  a  member  of  the  board  of  township 
trustees.  He  ranks  as  a  thoroughly  enterprising  and  energetic  citizen  and  enjoys 
in  a  high  degree  the  esteem  and  confidence  of  his  neighbors,  with  many  of  whom 
he  has  been  intimately  identified  ever  since  his  boyhood. 


ROTHERT  R.  McBRIDE. 

In  enumerating  the  successful  and  progressive  business  men  of  Des  Moines 
the  name  of  Rothert  R.  McBride  should  occupy  an  honorable  place.  A  native 
of  Adair  county,  Iowa,  he  was  born  March  8,  1876,  and  is  a  son  of  James  A. 
and  Elizabeth  E.  McBride.  His  father  was  born  in  Wheeling,  Virginia,  now 
West  Virginia,  September  18,  1842,  and  after  coming  west  was  married  at  North 
Henderson,  Illinois,  February  10,  1871.  He  made  the  trip  to  Iowa  with  an  ox 
team,  taking  up  government  land  near  Dexter,  where  he  established  his  home. 
He  engaged  successfully  in  farming  and  was  also  identified  for  a  number  of 
years  with  the  dry-goods  business.  He  is  still  living  on  the  old  homestead  and 
clearly  remembers  the  time  when  the  land  on  which  the  capitol  building  at  Des 
Moines  now  stands  was  sold  for  a  dollar  and  a  quarter  per  acre.  Our  subject’s 
grandfather  McBride  came  to  this  country  from  Scotland  and  the  grandparents 
on  the  mother’s  side  from  Germany,  the  latter  settling  in  Pennsylvania. 

Rothert  R.  McBride  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  and  was  graduated 
from  the  business  course  of  the  Dexter  Normal  College.  After  assisting  his 
father  for  several  years  upon  the  home  farm,  he  decided  to  seek  other  employ¬ 
ment  and  began  learning  the  embalming  business  under  W.  C.  Harbach.  of  Des 
Moines,  with  whom  he  continued  for  two  and  one-half  years.  In  1896  he  be¬ 
came  connected  with  the  J.  W.  Patrick  Undertaking  &  Embalming  Company 
and  for  ten  years  was  one  of  its  most  faithful  employes.  In  1906,  having  be¬ 
come  thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  business  in  all  its  details,  he  opened  an 
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undertaking  establishment  of  his  own  and  by  conscientious  application  has  gained 
a  most  gratifying  reputation  and  a  liberal  patronage,  being  recognized  as  one 
of  the  most  capable  men  in  his  line  in  the  city.  As  a  member  of  the  firm  of 
McBride  &  Patrick  he  is  still  carrying  on  business  and  has  two  establishments, 
one  at  No.  815  Locust  street  and  the  other  at  No.  526  East  Grand  avenue,  Des 
Moines. 

On  the  8th  of  March,  1899,  Mr.  McBride  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Emma  Ivrisinger.  One  child,  Harold  R.,  was  born  to  them,  March  7,  1900,  and 
he  is  now  attending  the  Bryan  school.  The  mother  having  passed  away  Novem¬ 
ber  11,  1901,  Mr.  McBride  was  married  a  second  time,  May  17,  1906,  the  lady 
of  his  choice  being  Miss  Martha  V.  Drennen,  of  Des  Moines. 

Since  leaving  the  home  farm  Mr.  McBride  has  been  identified  with  the  un¬ 
dertaking  and  embalming  business  and  he  has  shown  an  efficiency  in  his  chosen 
pursuit  which  indicates  that  he  made  no  mistake  in  his  selection  of  a  life  voca¬ 
tion.  He  is  past  president  of  the  Iowa  Funeral  Directors  Association ;  has  been 
a  member  of  the  State  Board  of  Embalmers  Association  for  the  past  ten  years ; 
and  is  also  a  member  of  the  North  America  Embalmers  Association.  He  is  to¬ 
day  one  of  the  growing  factors  in  the  business  interests  of  Des  Moines,  having 
achieved  his  present  position  through  genuine  merit  and  well  directed  effort. 
Politically  he  gives  his  adherence  to  the  republican  party  but  is  not  an  ardent 
partisan,  as  he  is  broad-minded  and  believes  that  every  man  should  follow  his 
own  best  judgment.  He  is  a  valued  member  of  the  Methodist  church  and  is 
prominently  connected  with  the  leading  fraternal  organizations  among  which 
are  Home  Lodge,  No.  370,  A.  F.  &  A.  M. ;  Des  Moines  Lodge,  No.  68,  K.  P; 
Capital  Lodge,  No.  106,  I.  O.  O.  F. ;  Evening  Star  Lodge,  No.  3134,  M.  W.  A.; 
Seni  Om  Sed  Lodge,  No.  9,  D.  O.  K.  K. ;  and  the  Order  of  Ben  Hur. 


HARRY  G.  CURTIS. 

Harry  G.  Curtis,  who  for  the  past  four  years  has  been-  connected  with  the 
county  surveyor’s  office,  was  born  in  Livingston  county,  Illinois,  on  the  28th 
of  November,  1874,  a  son  of  J.  D.  and  Roxana  (Weeks)  Curtis.  The  father 
was  a  native  of  Augusta,  Maine,  and  the  mother  of  Ohio.  J.  D.  Curtis,  who 
was  always  connected  with  the  lumber  industry,  followed  that  business  for  years 
before  coming  westward.  He  first  located  in  Illinois  but  in  1878  he  came  to 
Des  Moines,  where  he  accepted  a  position  with  the  Hewett  Lumber  Company, 
continuing  in  their  employ  for  many  years.  In  1894  he  passed  away,  but  the 
mother  is  still  surviving,  making  her  home  in  this  city. 

Being  but  a  lad  of  four  years  when  his  parents  removed  to  Des  Moines, 
Harry  G.  Curtis  obtained  his  education  in  the  public  and  high  schools  of  this 
city.  ”  Before  completing  his  education,  he  began  to  learn  the  cigarmaker’s  trade, 
which,  however,  he  did  not  follow  long,  having  in  the  meantime  acquired  suffi¬ 
cient  knowledge  of  engineering  to  procure  a  position  in  the  city  office.  For  six 
years  he  served  in  the  capacity  of  assistant  in  the  engineering  department,  with¬ 
drawing  from  that  work  in  1907  because  he  had  been  appointed  to  a  position  in 
the  office  of  the  county  surveyor.  On  the  1st  of  September,  1910,  he  bought  an 
interest  in  the  Madison  Coal  Company  but  did  not  become  actively  identified 
with  this  concern  until  the  expiration  of  his  term  of  office,  in  January,  1911. 

On  the  1st  of  March,  1898,  Mr.  Curtis  and  Miss  Ellen  Cooper  were  united 
in  marriage.  Two  children  have  been  born  to  them :  Edna,  whose  birth  occurred 
on  the  1 2th  of  August,  1899,  and  who  is  a  pupil  in  the  Kirkwood  school  and 
Howard,  who  was  born  on  the  7th  of  April,  1904,  and  is  attending  the  same 

mStMr!  Curtis  is  a  member  of  the  Independent  Onder  of  Odd  Fellows  and  also 
the  Waveland  and  Des  Moines  Clubs.  He  is  very  fond  of  all  outdoor  sports 


1422 


CITY  OF  DES  MOINES  AND  POLK  COUNTY 


and  is  a  golf  and  base  ball  enthusiast,  devoting  as  much  time  as  he  can  during 
the  season  to  the  former  game.  His  political  support  is  given  to  the  republican 
party,  his  views  being  in  accordance  with  those  of  the  more  progressive  wing  of 
that  body.  He  has  many  friends  in  the  city,  the  majority  of  whom  have  known 
him  from  boyhood,  and  they  accord  him  the  regard  and  esteem  his  life  and 
public  career  fully  merit  and  deserve. 


JAMES  LEE. 

James  Lee,  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Polk  county,  was  loved  for  his  genial 
disposition,  and  honored  for  his  noble  principles,  which  were  manifest  in  his 
helpful  cooperation  with  many  movements  for  the  moral  progress  of  this  sec¬ 
tion  of  the  state.  To  the  many  who  knew  him,  he  was,  as  one  of  his  friends 
expressed  it  “largely  the  ideal  of  the  perfect  man,  friend  and  citizen.”  His  life 
was  a  continuous  example  of  helpful  service  to  others  and  such  an  example 
could  not  be  other  than  an  encouragement  and  an  inspiration.  He  was  born 
in  Delaware  county,  Ohio,  May  23,  1822,  a  son  of  Hugh  and  Mary  Ann  (Kin- 
kade)  Lee,  both  of  whom  were  Virginians,  in  which  state  they  were  married  in 
1821.  Immediately  after  they  removed  to  Delaware  county,  Ohio,  where  their 
six  children,  five  sons  and  a  daughter,  were  all  born.  Of  these  James  Lee, 
who  was  the  eldest,  was  the  last  survivor.  His  brothers  were:  William  Elliott 
Lee,  who  died  in  Denver  in  1886;  Rev.  S.  A.  Lee,  who  for  a  number  of  years 
was  a  presiding  elder  in  the  Methodist  church  in  Iowa;  General  John  C.  Lee, 
of  Toledo,  Ohio;  and  George  W.  Lee,  of  Daviess  county,  Missouri. 

The  public  schools  and  academy  of  his  native  county  afforded  James  Lee  his 
educational  privileges.  He  did  not  attend  college  with  his  brothers  for  the 
reason  that  his  father,  who  had  an  extensive  leather  business,  wished  his  eld¬ 
est  son  to  engage  in  business  with  him.  He,  therefore,  entered  into  active 
connection  with  tanning  and  saddlery  interests  with  his  father  in  Delaware,  Ohio, 
and  later  established  a  potash  factory  in  Marysville,  Ohio,  being  connected  in 
this  enterprise  with  his  brother  William  Elliott  Lee. 

On  the  15th  of  May,  1845,  1 n  Delaware,  Ohio,  he  wedded  Maria  Louisa 
Brown,  a  daughter  of  Hiram  J.  L.  and  Rosanna  (Perry)  Brown.  After  a 
drive  to  Marysville,  escorted  by  the  entire  bridal  party,  the  young  couple  took 
possession  of  a  home  that  had  been  prepared  for  them  in  Delaware  and  remained 
residents  of  that  city  for  several  years  before  removing  to  the  west.  It  was 
in  1851  that  he  traveled  overland  with  his  father  to  Iowa  for  the  benefit  of  the 
father’s  health,  proceeding  after  a  short  stay  in  Keokuk  to  Washington,  Iowa, 
where  a  number  of  relatives  had  settled.  Pleased  with  the  state  and  its  pros¬ 
pects,  Mr.  Lee  sent  for  his  wife  and  one  child,  who  joined  him  in  the  spring 
of  1852,  making  the  trip  by  way  of  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  rivers  to  Keokuk. 
Here  Mr.  Lee  met  them  and  they  proceeded  to  Washington,  where  in  the  mean¬ 
time  he  had  established  business  as  a  merchant.  Subsequently  he  became  the 
proprietor  of  a  store  in  Springfield,  Iowa,  and  afterward  in  Oskaloosa,  form¬ 
ing  a  partnership  with  Henry  Howard  and  later  with  S.  P.  Farrington.  .  Ill- 
health,  however,  necessitated  his  withdrawal  from  commercial  pursuits  that  he 
might  enjoy  the  benefits  of  outdoor  life,  and  in  consequence  he  removed  with 
his  family  to  Flint,  a  country  place  a  few  miles  from  Oskaloosa,  where  they, 
resided  for  a  year  or  two,  prior  to  their  removal  to  Des  Moines.  While  they' 
were  living  at  Flint,  they  were  visited  by  Captain  James  Davis  and  his  family 
of  Des  Moines,  Mrs.  Davis  being  a  cousin  of  Mrs.  Lee,  and  it  was  through 
the  influence  of  Captain  Davis  that  Mr.  Lee  was  induced  to  come  to  Des  Moines, 
and  engage  in  business  with  him.  The  journey  to  the  capital  was  made  by 
team,  in  the  spring  of  1864,  Mr.  Lee  driving  with  his  family,  followed  by  two 
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prairie  schooners  containing  their  household  furniture.  They  first  boarded  in 
the  Otis  home,  a  two-story  frame  building  at  the  southeast  corner  of  Third 
and  Walnut  streets,  until  Mr.  Lee  could  purchase  a  suitable  residence,  when 
a  removal  was  made  to  a  frame  dwelling  at  the  northwest  corner  of  Twelfth 
and  Sycamore  streets,  (now  Grand  Avenue),  the  family  residing  there  for  many 
years.  That  district  was  then  considered  very  remote  from  the  business  center, 
which  was  at  that  time  on  Third  street.  The  Lee  residence  stood  on  the  main 
thoroughfare  leading  to  the  west  and  all  outgoing  travel  passed  that  way. 
For  years  long  lines  of  prairie  schooners  wended  their  way  toward  the  setting 
sun,  carrying  homeseekers  to  the  region  farther  on.  Indians  also  came  and 
went,  often  stopping  to  ask  for  food  and  supplies,  and  were  most  pleased  at 
being  given  corn-meal  and  bacon,  which  they  prepared  after  their  own  fashion. 

For  some  time  Mr.  Lee  continued  in  merchandising  in  connection  with  Cap¬ 
tain  Davis  but  again  the  close  confinement  of  this  life  proved  unfavorable  to 
his  health,  and  he  found  it  necessary  to  engage  in  a  business  that  would  admit 
of  his  spending  much  time  in  the  open  air.  When  the  Hawkeye  Insurance  Com¬ 
pany  was  organized  he  became  identified  with  it  and  remained  in  the  insurance 
business  for  the  rest  of  his  active  business  life,  being  connected  with  both  the 
State  and  the  Des  Moines  in  turn. 

After  establishing  their  home  in  Iowa  several  children  were  added  to  the 
family  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lee.  Edward,  their  first-born,  however,  died  in  infancy. 
The  second  child,  Rosanna  A.,  was  married  in  1878  to  Horatio  Cox  Chambers, 
a  banker  of  Ottumwa,  Iowa,  and  had  two  children :  Helen  Lee  Chambers,  who 
died  in  1899,  at  the  age  of  nineteen  years;  and  Charles  Edward  Chambers,  an 
artist  of  New  York  city,  who  was  married  in  1907  to  Fanny  Hamilton  Munsell, 
of  Chicago ;  they  have  one  child,  Richard  Chambers.  Hiram  Hugh  Lee,  the 
third  of  the  family,  was  a  resident  of  Denver,  where  he  died  in  1899.  In  1890  he 
had  married  Susie  Sloss,  of  North  Bend,  Nebraska,  and  they  had  one  child,  James 
Robert  Lee.  Charles  Fenelon  Lee  of  Toledo,  Ohio,  was  married  in  1883  to 
John  Clifford  Hodges,  of  Junction  City,  Kansas,  and  they  had  three  children: 
Katharine  Hodges  Lee,  who  died  in  1904;  John  Clifford  Lee,  of  the  United 
States  army,  who  was  graduated  at  West  Point  in  1910;  and  Josephine  Lee. 
Helen  M.  Lee,  of  Des  Moines,  the  youngest  of  the  children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
James  Lee,  has  been  first  assistant  state  librarian  since  1898. 

Death  came  to  the  husband  and  father  on  the  5th  of  January,  1904,  when  he 
was  eighty-one  years  of  age.  Business  had  perhaps  been  the  least  important 
phase  of  his  career ;  to  him  it  was  ever  a  means  to  an  end ;  he  desired  to  sur¬ 
round  his  family  with  such  comforts  and  material  things  as  would  add  to  their 
welfare  and  happiness,  but  aside  from  this  he  had  no  real  desire  for  wealth. 
His  activities  reached  out  along  other  lines  in  a  helpful  spirit  that  recognized  the 
needs  of  the  world  and  attempted  to  meet  them.  He  neglected  none  of  the  ob¬ 
ligations  of  citizenship  and  believed  it  his  duty  as  well  as  his  privilege  to  exercise 
his  right  of  franchise.  In  early  manhood  he  supported  the  whig  party  until 
its  dissolution,  when  he  joined  the  ranks  of  the  new  republican  party  and  be¬ 
came  one  of  its  stanch  advocates,  never  wavering  in  its  support.  Though  an  en¬ 
thusiastic  worker  for  the  cause  of  prohibition,  he  relied  upon  the  republican,  party 
to  champion  the  cause  of  right  in  all  moral  issues.  He  never  sought  for  himself 
a  political  office,  but  he  realized  that  it  was  the  duty  of  every  citizen  to  use  his 
influence  in  securing  good  government,  and  this  to  Mr.  Lee  meant  the  passage 
of  good  laws  and  the  placing  of  good  men  in  office — men  who  would  enforce 
the  laws — thus  bringing  about  the  best  moral  conditions  possible.  In  this  direc¬ 
tion  his  influence  was  always  exerted  and  for  years  this  influence  was  a  power  to 
be  reckoned  with  in  the  political  life  of  Polk  county.  His  position  on  the  tem¬ 
perance  question  was  never  an  equivocal  one  and  he  became  an  active  member 
of  the  Good  Templars  Society  in  the  early  days  of  its  organization.  He  belonged 
also  to  the  Tippecanoe  Club  and  to  the  Octogenarian  Society.  He  was  one  of 
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the  early  members  of  the  Polk  County  Bible  Society,  taking  a  prominent  part  in 
all  its  activities.  Following  the  trend  of  Scotch  ancestry  on  his  mother’s  side 
he  was  always  identified  with  the  Presbyterian  church.  From  the  Des  Moines 
Daily  Capital  of  January  6,  1904,  we  quote  the  following: 

“Perhaps  Father  Lee,  as  everybody  called  him,  was  best  known  in  religious 
circles.  He  was  converted  in  Ohio  when  he  was  but  seventeen  years  old.  From 
that  time  to  his  death  he  was  an  active  worker  in  the  church.  Here  he  found 
a  multitude  of  opportunities  to  serve  God  and  his  fellowmen.  He  was  elected 
an  elder  in  the  church  when  he  was  only  thirty  years  old  and  served  as  an  officer 
in  the  Central  Presbyterian  church  of  this  city  before  and  after  its  union  with 
the  Old  School  church.  When  the  Central  Presbyterian  church  was  located  on 
Fourth  street  Mr.  Lee  was  acting  as  a  member  of  the  session.  His  pastor  at 
that  time  was  Rev.  Thompson  Bird.  Some  twenty  years  ago  Mr.  Lee  moved 
with  his  family  to  the  northwest  part  of  the  city  and  soon  after,  in  cooperation 
with  Rev.  W.  J.  Young,  he  founded  the  Sixth  Presbyterian  church,  which  is  now 
one  of  the  strongest  churches  of  the  city.  The  first  meetings  were  held  in  a 
tent  on  Twenty-second  street  and  Cottage  Grove  avenue.  When  the  formal 
organization  of  the  congregation  was  made  Mr.  Lee  withdrew  from  the  Central 
Presbyterian  church  and  became  a  member  of  the  new  society,  being  elected  one 
of  its  first  elders,  an  office  which  he  held  up  to  the  time  of  his  death.  Not  only 
in  the  particular  church  to  which  he  belonged  but  in  other  churches  Mr.  Lee 
worked.  He-  was  known  throughout  Iowa  as  a  lay  evangelist.  For  weeks  at  a 
time  he  would  hold  meetings  in  nearby  towns  and  in  these  meetings  many  were 
converted.  Not  a  few  faithful  Christians  today  were  brought  into  the  kingdom 
through  the  influence  of  ‘Father’  Lee.  A  special  work  that  was  near  to  his 
heart  was  the  establishing  of  Sunday  schools.  Wherever  there  was  a  community 
without  religious  instructions  there  Mr.  Lee  went  to  begin  a  school  which  he 
nursed  until  it  was  old  enough  to  take  care  of  itself.  In  this  way  he  founded 
many  churches  which  today  are  strong  organizations. 

“Mr.  Lee  was  always  the  first  one  to  visit  the  sick.  Never  did  he  hear  of  the 
illness  of  a  neighbor  or  friend,  or  indeed  of  a  stranger  needing  a  friend,  but 
that  he  was  at  the  bedside  frequently,  giving  assistance  and  speaking  words  of 
counsel  and  comfort. 

“The  sum  of  this  good  man’s  kindness  and  helpfulness  will  never  be  known. 
He  proved  his  profession  true.  He  was  a  Christian.  His  life  was  long  and  filled 
from  first  to  last  with  service  in  the  Master’s  name.” 


ROBERT  R.  McCUTCHEN. 

Robert  R.  McCutchen,  one  of  the  leading  and  respected  residents  of  Des 
Moines,  is  successfully  engaged  in  the  real-estate  ana  insurance  business,  con¬ 
ducting  the  Hatton  McCutchen  Agency  and  also  being  the  piesident  of  the 
McCutchen-Verran  Company.  His  birth  occurred  in  Waterloo,  Iowa,  on  the 
15th  of  January,  1872,  his  parents  being  William  A.  and  Emma  (Hent)  Mc¬ 
Cutchen,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Pennsylvania.  The  father,  who  was 
born  about  1840,  engaged  in  business  as  a  dealer  in  farm  implements.  Fie  came 
to  Polk  county,  Iowa,  in  1884,  and  here  handled  implements  until  called  to.  his 
final  rest  in  1888.  James  Adams,  the  great-great-grandfather  of  our  subject, 
was  a  captain  in  Colonel  Lyons’  regiment  of  Cumberland  county  militia.  To 
William  A.  and  Emma  (HenO  McCutchen  were  born  three  children,  namely  . 
Mary,  who  died  in  childhood;  Robert  R.,  of  this  review;  and  James  W.,  who 
is  married  and  resides  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 

Robert  R.  McCutchen  obtained  his  education  in  the  graded  and  high  schools 
of  Des  Moines  and  also  spent  two  years  in  the  Baptist  College,  now  Des  Moines 
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College.  After  putting  aside  his  text-books  he  spent  one  year  in  the  employ  of 
F.  A.  Field,  the  shoe  man,  and  subsequently  was  identified  with  the  Central 
Loan  &  Trust  Company  for  a  number  of  years.  He  next  associated  himself 
with  the  president  of  that  company,  continuing  operations  along  the  same  line 
until  his  partner’s  death  in  1903,  when  he  purchased  the  business  from  the 
latter’s  estate.  At  the  present  time  he  conducts  the  enterprise  under  the  firm 
name  of  the  Hatton  McCutchen  Agency,  with  offices  at  No.  210  Fifth  street, 
doing  an  extensive  business  in  real  estate  and  real-estate  loans.  Mr.  McCutchen 
is  now  the  sole  proprietor  of  the  business  and  handles  city  property  exclusively. 
He  is  likewise  "the  president  of  the  McCutchen-Verran  Company,  a  concern 
engaged  in  the  fire  insurance  business.  His  official  connections  are  varied  and 
important.  He  is  the  secretary  of  the  Vermont  Syndicate,  a  corporation  that 
laid  out  Kingman  Place,  and  is  also  the  secretary  of  the  Hyperion  Park  Com¬ 
pany,  which  laid  out  Hyperion  Park.  He  was  instrumental  in  the  paving  and 
improvement  of  Kingman  boulevard  and  his  efforts  have  been  an  important 
factor  in  the  material  development  and  upbuilding  of  Des  Moines.  The  Mechanics 
Bank  numbers  him  among  its  directors. 

On  the  9th  of  September,  1896,  Mr.  McCutchen  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Miss  Frances  Jenkins,  a  native  of  Iowa  and  a  daughter  of  J.  W.  Jenkins,  a  real- 
estate  dealer.  Our  subject  and  his  wife  now  have  one  son,  Donald,  whose 
natal  day  was  August  1,  1897. 

In  politics  Mr.  McCutchen  is  a  republican,  loyally  supporting  the  men  and 
measures  of  that  party  by  his  ballot.  He  was  one  of  the  original  Greater  Des 
Moines  Committee,  from  which  he  was  forced  to  resign  about  one  year  ago  on 
account  of  the  increasing  demands  of  his  business,  which  would  not  permit  him 
to  devote  to  the  committee  work  the  time  and  attention  which  it  should  be  given. 
He  belongs  to  the  Masonic  fraternity  and  is  also  a  member  of  the  Commercial 
Club,  the  Grant  Club,  the  Country  Club,  the  Des  Moines  Club  and  the  Hyperion 
Club.  He  has  the  best  collection  of  big  game  specimens  in  the  state  of  Iowa — 
all  tributes  to  his  own  prowess.  Mr.  McCutchen  is  a  man  of  easy  dignity,  frank 
and  cordial  in  address  and  possessing  that  confidence  and  courage  which  rightly 
come  from  conscious  personal  ability,  a  right  conception  of  things  and  an  habitual 
reeard  for  what  is  best  in  the  exercise  of  human  activities. 

o 


GEORGE  P.  SWARTZEL. 

The  dairy  interests  of  Des  Moines  find  a  most  worthy  representative  in  George 
P.  Swartzel,  who  eighteen  years  ago  established  the  Iowa  Dairy  &  Creamery 
which  is  today  recognized  as  one  of  the  thriving  enterprises  of  the  city.  A 
native  of  Iowa,  he  was  born  in  Independence,  on  the  29th  of  October,  1869,  his 
parents  being  Henry  and  Mary  (Meyer)  Swartzel.  Henry  Swartzel  came  from 
Preble  county,  Ohio,  to  Iowa  with  his  parents  when  a  child.  His  education  was 
acquired  in  the  common  schools  of  this  state  and  when  old  enough  to  decide 
upon  his  life’s  vocation  he  elected  to  become  an  agriculturist.  He  was  most 
successful  in  his  ventures  and  for  many  years  was  one  of  the  well  known  and 
substantial  stock-raisers  and  farmers  of  Buchanan  county.  The  marriage  of 
Mr.  Swartzel  and  Miss  Meyer  was  celebrated  in  Buffalo  Grove,  Iowa,  their 
union  was  not  to  be  long,  however,  as  Mrs.  Swartzel  passed  away  in  1876,  while 
he  survived  until  1907. 

George  P.  Swartzel  was  reared  at  home  acquiring  his  education  in  the  com¬ 
mon  schools.  When  old  enough  to  lay  aside  his  school  books,  he  accepted  a 
position  in  a  creamery,  remaining  there  four  years,  during  which  period  he 
thoroughly  mastered  all  the  details  of  the  business.  Coming  to  Des  Moines  in 
1892,  he  opened  the  Iowa  Dairy  &  Creamery,  starting  in  a  small  way,  owing  to 
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his  limited  capital,  maintaining  at  first  but  two  wagons  for  delivery  purposes. 
Later  as  his  business  grew  and  developed  he  incorporated,  taking  the  presidency 
himself,  and  now  it  requires  the  services  of  thirty  men  to  conduct  this  establish¬ 
ment,  owing  to  their  constantly  growing  patronage.  The  flourishing  condition 
of  the  company  at  present  must  be  attributed  to  Mr.  Swartzel's  excellent  judg¬ 
ment  and  capable  supervision  as  competition  in  Des  Moines  is  very  keen  in  the 
dairy  business.  Always  having  had  unbounded  faith  in  the  future  of  the  city 
as  a  commercial  center  he  has  invested  in  real  estate  as  he  was  able,  and  is  now 
assured  of  profitable  returns  from  his  transactions. 

On  the  27th  of  January,  1906,  Air.  Swartzel  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Alice  Hamilton  of  Lincoln,  Nebraska,  and  to  them  has  been  born  one  daughter, 
Lillian  lone,  whose  birth  occurred  on  the  25th  of  January,  1908.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Swartzel  attend  the  Baptist  church,  being  members  of  that  denomination.  Being 
very  fond  of  outdoor  life  he  delights  in  going  off  on  long  hunting  and  fishing 
trips  and  in  the  mild  seasons  devotes  as  much  time  as  he  can  spare  from  his 
business  in  such  recreations  as  will  keep  him  outside. 

Although  he  has  never  evinced  any  particular  interest  in  local  politics,  not 
aspiring  to  public  honors,  Air.  Swartzel  is  an  ardent  republican,  always  casting 
his  ballot  in  support  of  the  men  and  measures  of  that  party.  He  is  well  known 
in  the  city  having  made  many  friends  during  the  period  of  his  residence  whose 
regard  has  been  won  and  retained  through  his  industry  and  commendable  business 
principles. 


GEORGE  E.  GOUGHNOUR. 


George  E.  Goughnour,  who  for  nine  years  past  has  been  engaged  in  general 
merchandise  business  at  Ankeny  and  is  known  as  one  of  the  substantial  and 
progressive  business  men  of  the  community,  was  born  at  Liberty ville,  Iowa, 
November  7,  1863.  He  is  the  son  of  S.  M.  and  Delilah  (Brown)  Goughnour, 
both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Pennsylvania.  They  came  to  Iowa  about  1843 
and  were  married  in  this  state,  living  for  a  short  time  in  Jefferson  county. 
In  1867  Air.  Goughnour  removed  to  Polk  county,  where  he  has  since  continued, 
being  now  seventy-two  years  of  age.  The  mother  departed  this  life  in  1909, 
having  arrived  at  the  age  of  sixty-six  years.  Air.  Goughnour,  Sr.,  has  engaged 
in  farming  ever  since  he  began  his  active  career.  He  is  also  a  minister  of  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren  (Dunkards),  and  is  a  man  of  high  character  and  acknowl¬ 
edged  influence  in  the  denomination  to  which  he  belongs.  There  were  ten  children 
in  the  family  of  Air.  and  Airs.  Goughnour,  six  of  whom  are  now  living  and  are 
married  and  heads  of  families. 

George  E.  Goughnour  received  the  advantages  of  a  common-school  education 
and  prepared  himself  for  teaching  by  becoming  thoroughly  acquainted  with  the 
text-books  and  also  by  attendance  at  teachers’  institutes.  However,  after  three 
years’  experience  in  the  schoolroom  he  felt  attracted  to  a  business  career  and, 
going  to  Chicago,  engaged  for  one  year  as  clerk  with  Siegel,  Cooper  &  Company, 
gaining  practical  experience  which  has  since  been  of  great  benefit.  He  returned 
to  Iowa  and  entered  the  employ  of  Baldwin  &  Maxwell  at  Maxwell,  this  state, 
remaining  with  the  firm  two  years.  He  then  entered  business  on  his  own 
account  at  Maxwell  under  the  title  of  Goughnour  &  Reitz,  but  after  seven  years 
sold  out  and  was  employed  in  the  same  town  as  clerk  for  the  firm  of  C.  H. 
Dickey  &  Son,  continuing  four  years.  In  1902  he  came  to  Ankeny  and  pur¬ 
chased  a  general  merchandise  business,  which  he  has  since  largely  developed 
by  good  management  and  close  attention  to  the  wants  of  the  people  until  he  is 
now  at  the  head  of  one  of  the  most  flourishing  concerns  of  this  section. 
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In  1887  Mr  Goughnour  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Annie  Reitz,  a 
daughter  of  C.  Z.  and  Elizabeth  (Keller)  Reitz,  natives  of  Pennsylvania  who 
came  to  Iowa  and  are  now  living  at  Maxwell.  Mrs  Goughnour  was  born  March 
14  1866,  and  was  the  third  in  a  family  of  seven  children.  Two  children  have 
blessed  the  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Goughnour :  Roy  E.,  who  is  now  twenty 
years  of  age  and  in  the  store  with  his  father;  and  Fay  T.,  who  is  ten  years  of 
ac>e  and  a  pupil  in  the  public  schools.  Mr.  Goughnour,  like  his  father,  is  a 
stanch  member  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  and  a  liberal  contributor  toward 
that  denomination.  Politically  he  supports  the  candidates  and  principles  of  the 
republican  party.  He  does  not  aspire  to  public  office  but  is  serving  with  very 
general  acceptance  as  president  of  the  school  hoard.  e  owes  115  ,sl'cc  , 
an  unalterable  spirit  of  perseverance  and  a  willingness  in  the  past  to  adapt 
himself  to  circumstances  until  an  opportunity  opened  for  a  wider  held.  He  is 
justly  regarded  as  one  of  the  substantial  men  of  the  community  who  can  be 
relied  upon  at  all  times  to  do  as  he  says  and  who  is  governed  in  business  and  in 
private  life  by  the  teachings  of  the  Great  Master. 


WILLIAM  B.  HOWE. 

William  B  Howe  was  one  of  the  men  whose  life  was  sacrificed  on  the  altar 
of  his  country,  for  at  the  time  of  the  Civil  war  he  was  so  severely  injured  that 
he  never  fully  recovered  and  passed  away  as  the  result  of  his  wounds.  He  was 
born  in  Louisville,  Kentucky,  on  the  4*  of  August  1840,  and  was  a  son  of 
Ebenezer  E.  and  Susan  Howe,  the  former  a  native  of  Marlboro,  Massachusetts, 
and  the  latter  of  Lansingburg,  Pennsylvania.  The  Howe  family  was  of  English 
origin  Our  subject’s  father  served  with  distinction  as  a  captain  m  the  Mex 
ican  war  and  later  went  to  California,  where  he  was  engaged  m  mining  and 
served  in  the  first  legislature  of  that  state  He  was  killed  by  Indians  in  w  a 
is  now  New  Mexico.  In  his  family  were  three  sons,  William  B.,  Ebenezer  and 

Thomas,  all  of  whom  are  now  deceased.  .  ,  ,  ,  f 

William  B.  Howe  was  reared  and  educated  in  much  the  usual  manner  of 

farmer  boys  and  when  the  Civil  war  broke  out  he  enlisted  in  Company  F,  Four¬ 
teenth  Regiment,  Indiana  Volunteer  Infantry,  and  went  to  the  front  He  par¬ 
ticipated  in  several  hard  fought  battles,  including  those  at  Richmond  and  An- 
tietam  and  in  the  latter  engagement  was  severely  wounded.  He  was  given  up 
for  dead  and  was  allowed  to  lie  on  the  battlefield  for  nine  days  without  sur¬ 
gical  or  medical  attention.  He  was  then  placed  in  an  ambulance  and  taken  to 
Fredericksburg,  where  his  wounds  were  dressed  for  the  first  time.  He  re¬ 
mained  in  the  hospital  six  months  and  was  then  discharged  on  account  of  disa¬ 
bility  receiving  from  the  surgeon  in  charge  the  intelligence  that  his  wound 
would  never  heal  and  would  eventually  cause  his  death.  He  returned  home 
and  being  unable  to  resume  farming,  entered  Clear  Spring  Academy,  which  he 
attended  for  two  years.  He  then  engaged  in  teaching  school  and  after  coming 
to  Iowa  in  September,  1865,  taught  in  Polk  City  and  later  m  Saylor  township 
this  county,  until  failing  health  compelled  his  retirement.  He  also  served  as 
justice  of  the  peace  in  that  township  but  eventually  had  to  give  up  all  work. 
He  was  an  excellent  grammarian  and  mathematician,  having  mastered  the  for 
mer  while  confined  in  the  army  hospital  at  Fredericksburg  . 

In  Tune  1864  Mr.  Howe  was  united  m  marriage  to  Miss  Nannie  Barnes, 
who  was  born  in  Xenia,  Ohio,  on  the  ioth  of  January,  1844,  and  is  a  daughter 
of  Tohn  and  Parmelia  (Gray)  Barnes,  natives  of  Pennsylvania  and  early  set¬ 
tlers  of  Ohio.  Her  paternal  grandparents  located  in  Xenia  and  the  maternal  in 
Fort  Washington,  now  Cincinnati.  Subsequently  her  grandfather  Gray  came 
to  College  Hill,  Iowa,  where  he  spent  his  last  days,  but  her  grandfather  Barnes 
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lost  his  life  in  a  steamboat  explosion  on  the  Mississippi  river  while  coming 
west  to  look  up  a  claim.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Howe  became  the  parents  of  the  fol¬ 
lowing  children :  William  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  years.  Kingsley  Colfax, 
now  east-side  postmaster  of  Des  Moines,  married  Emily  Kilborne  and  has  one 
daughter.  A.  Clarence,  a  veterinary  surgeon  practicing  in  South  Dakota,  is 
married  and  has  two  sons.  Eleanora  Mabel,  a  physician,  is  now  the  wife  of 
Dr.  Frank  J.  Otis,  who  is  at  the  head  of  the  Tri-City  Sanitarium  at  Moline, 
Illinois,  and  is  also  identified  with  Battle  Creek  Sanitarium,  while  she  now  has 
charge  of  all  the  correspondence  of  the  latter  institution.  They  also  have  two 
sons.  Earl  E.  is  a  veterinary  surgeon  practicing  at  No.  612  Grand  avenue, 
Des  Moines. 

After  many  years  of  suffering  Mr.  Howe  passed  away  on  the  25th  of  March, 
1888,  and  was  buried  by  his  comrades  of  Kinsman  Post,  No.  7,  G.  A.  R.,  in 
Woodland  cemetery.  Captain  Hull,  speaker  of  the  senate,  presided  at  the 
funeral. 

At  a  regular  meeting  of  Kinsman  Post  the  following  resolutions  of  condo¬ 
lence  were  unanimously  passed : 

“Resolved,  That  it  is  with  unfeigned  sorrow  we  have  been  called  since  our 
last  meeting  to  follow  the  remains  of  our  comrade,  W.  B.  Howe  to  their  final 
resting  place.  Another  soldier  has  been  called  from  our  ranks  to  join  the  picket 
line  beyond  the  river.  Another  brave,  patriotic  spirit  has  been  plucked  from  its 
place  among  us  and  transplanted  to  the  constellation  of  the  nation’s  undying 
dead. 

“Resolved,  That  in  the  removal  by  death  of  Comrade  W.  B.  Howe,  this 
Post  has  suffered  a  loss  most  severe,  the  city  of  Des  Moines  a  good  worthy 
citizen,  while  to  the  family  of  which  he  was  the  loved  and  honored  head  the 
loss  is  irreparable. 

“Resolved,  That  the  brave,  meek  Christian  spirit  with  which  our  late  com¬ 
rade  W.  B.  Howe,  bore  his  long  suffering  from  wounds  received  on  the  field  of 
battle  and  from  which  severely  suffering  and  slowly  dying  for  many  years,  are 
worthy  of  our  emulation,  and  the  admiration  of  every  true  patriotic  soldier. 

“Resolved,  That  these  resolutions  be  spread  upon  the  journal  of  this  Post 
and  the  Adjutant  be  instructed,  to  transmit  a  certified  copy  to  the  family  of 
our  deceased  comrade.  R.  M.  J.  Coleman,  Adjutant,” 

Mrs.  Howe  has  always  been  an  earnest,  active  Christian  worker,  having  de¬ 
voted  much  of  her  time  and  energy  to  the  mission  service.  She  was  converted 
and  united  with  the  Methodist  church  at  the  age  of  seven  years,  retaining  her 
membership  in  that  denomination  until  two  years  ago,  at  which  time  she  with¬ 
drew  and  affiliated  with  the  Christian  church.  She  is  now  maintaining  a  mission 
at  her  home  on  Hull  avenue,  the  entire  expense  of  which  she  has  been  sustain¬ 
ing  for  the  past  three  years.  The  work  done  there  is  most  commendable  and 
is  bringing  gratifying  returns  in  the  way  of  awakening  an  interest  in  things 
spiritual.  For  thirteen  years  prior  to  opening  the  mission  Mrs.  Howe  had  con¬ 
ducted  a  Sunday  school  at  her  residence,  which  was  discontinued  only  in  June, 
1911.  She  has  ever  been  a  woman  who  has  considered  her  personal  ease  and 
comfort  secondary  to  her  duty  to  Him  whom  she  elected  to  serve  and  follow 
when  a  child. 


GEORGE  YARN. 

The  president  of  the  Shackelford  Brick  Company,  George  Yarn,  who  lives 
on  a  forty-acre  farm  in  section  2,  Saylor  township,  was  born  in  Sweden  on  the 
14th  of  March,  1863.  He  is  a  son  of  Lewis  and  Anna  Yarn,  also  natives  of 
Sweden,  who  emigrated  to  the  United  States  in  1864  and  located  in  Illinois,  in 
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which  state  Mrs.  Yarn  was  killed  in  a  railroad  accident  leaving  four  children 
of  whom  the  son  George  was  the  youngest.  Mr.  Yarn  then  removed  with  his 
family  to  Iowa  and  in  1865  he  married  Christina  Peterson,  and  they  also  be¬ 
came  the  parents  of  four  children.  Mr.  Yarn  died  in  1878  at  the  age  of  forty- 
nine  years,  having  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  all  of  his  life. 

George  Yarn  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  Hamilton  county  and 
after  laying  aside  his  text  books  he  worked  as  a  farm  hand  for  three  years  and 
then  removed  to  Des  Moines,  where  he  was  employed  in  the  factories  for  a 
time.  Subsequently  he  entered  the  mines  and  after  working  there  for  four 
years  he  was  made  superintendent  of  mines,  which  position  he  held  for  twenty- 
two  years.  In  1910  he  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  paving,  sidewalk  building 
and  face  brick  and  is  now  president  of  the  company  of  which  he  laid  the-  founda¬ 
tion.  He  is  also  interested  in  the  coal-mining  industry  and  at  present  fills  the 
position  of  president  of  the  Bloomfield  Coal  Mining  Company. 

Mr.  Yarn  was  united  in  marriage  in  1886  to  Miss  Helma  Anderson,  a  daughter 
of  Carl  Anderson  of  Hamilton  county,  this  state.  Mrs.  Yarn  was  born  in 
Sweden  in  1865  and  is  the  second  child  in  a  family  of  six.  Eight  children  have 
been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Yarn  and  they  are  as  follows:  Arthur,  who  died 
at  the  age  of  twenty  years;  Clarence;  Mary;  Herbert;  Albert;  Walter;  Anna- 
Louise  and  Helen,  all  of  whom  are  at  home.  The  family  attend  the  Swedish 
Methodist  Episcopal  church  of  which  the  parents  are  members.  Mr.  Yarn  is 
a  member  of  several  fraternal  organizations,  his  affiliation  with  the  Masonic 
order  being  in  Home  Lodge,  No.  370,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  he  is  also  a  member  of 
Capitol  Lodge,  No.  106,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America  as 
well  as  the  Woodmen  of  the  World. 

Ever  since  acquiring  the  full  rights  of  citizenship  Mr.  Yarn  has  been  a 
strong  advocate  of  the  policy  of  the  republican  party,  believing  in  the  basic 
principles  of  that  body  and  its  protective  policy.  He  never  actively  participates 
in  political  issues,  further  than  to  cast  his  ballot  on  election  day,  as  his  personal 
interests  require  his  constant  attention.  He  is  a  progressive,  enterprising  man 
who  is  highly  regarded  in  the  community  where  he  lives. 


R.  ELBERT  MORRIS. 

A  native  son  of  Georgia,  R.  Elbert  Morris  was  attracted  to  Iowa  seventeen 
years  ago  and  since  that  time  has  been  closely  connected  with  the  development 
of  Runnells,  of  which  he  is  now  one  of  the  most  prominent  citizens.  He  was 
born  on  a  farm  near  Dalton,  Georgia,  August  11,  1872,  and  is  a  son  of  Rufus 
M.  and  Katie  (Dowling)  Morris,  both  of  whom  were  born  in  Georgia.  The 
father  was  one  of  the  young  soldiers  of  the  Confederacy,  enlisting  in  the  service 
at  the  time  of  the  Civil  war,  when  he  was  only  thirteen  years  of  age.  He. 
served  for  four  years  and  was  discharged  at  the  age  of  seventeen  years.  After 
leaving  the  army  he  engaged  in  the  newspaper  business  and  conducted  papers 
at  Dalton  and  also  at  Ringgold,  Georgia,  proving  very  successful  in  this  line. 
However,  he  gave  up  the  newspaper  business  and  went  to  Chattanooga,  Tennessee, 
becoming  one  of  the  most  prominent  real-estate  men  of  that  city.  He  is  still 
living  there  and  has  now  arrived  at  the  age  of  sixty-three  years.  The  beloved 
wife  and  mother  died  at  Ringgold,  January  27,  1887. 

Mr.  Morris  of  this  review  received  his  early  education  in  the  public  schools 
of  Ringgold  and  later  attended  the  Benton  Academy  and  Business  College  at 
Benton,  Tennessee,  from  which  college  he  graduated.  In  his  earlier  years  he 
worked  in  his  father’s  office  where  he  learned  the  printer’s  trade  and  after 
leaving  school  again  took  up  printing,  joining  the  typographical  union  in  Chat¬ 
tanooga,  Tennessee,  where  he  worked  about  two  years,  when  he  lost  his  position 
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by  reason  of  the  linotype  machines  being  installed  in  the  office  of  the  Chattanooga 
Daily  Times.  His  career  as  a  journeyman  printer  then  began,  and  he  worked 
at  various  points  in  Kentucky,  Ohio  and  Iowa.  In  1894  he  arrived  at  Runnells, 
Polk  county,  Iowa,  and  secured  employment  as  a  printer,  later  buying  a  one- 
half  interest  in  the  Runnells  Telegram,  of  which  he  is  now  sole  owner.  Under 
his  management  the  paper  has  become  one  of  the  leading  publications  of  the 
county  outside  of  Des  Moines.  While  conducting  his  newspaper  business  he 
also  studied  law,  taking  a  one-year  course  at  Highland  Park  College  of  Law, 
Des  Moines,  after  which  he  matriculated  in  the  Law  Department  of  Drake 
University,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1904,  with  the  degree  of  LL.  B. 
Having  begun  the  study  of  law  in  his  native  state  of  Georgia  when  seventeen 
years  of  age  he  pursued  his  studies  as  his  finances  would  permit  until  admitted 
to  practice.  He  has  practiced  at  Runnells  and  Des  Moines  since  1904  at  the 
same  time  carrying  on  his  newspaper  work.  Being  the  only  attorney  in  the 
town,  he  enjoys  a  lucrative  clientage  and  his  newspaper  business  has  proven 
very  profitable.  He  is  one  of  the  prominent  property  holders  of  Runnells  and 
is  also  an  active  factor  in  the  line  of  insurance  and  real  estate. 

Politically  Mr.  Morris  gives  his  support  to  the  republican  party.  He  has 
served  as  justice  of  the  peace  and  also  as  prosecuting  attorney  for  the  town 
of  Runnells,  to  the  general  satisfaction  of  the  people.  He  was  a  candidate  at 
the  primary  election,  in  June,  1910,  for  representative  to  the  state  legislature  but 
was  defeated.  He  is  not  connected  with  any  religious  denomination  but  is 
friendly  to  them  all  and  is  a  generous  contributor  to  worthy  enterprises.  Active, 
energetic,  capable  and  progressive,  he  has  attained  a  creditable  standing  in  his 
profession  and  can  claim  many  warm  personal  friends  in  Polk  county. 


W.  P.  LORD. 

W.  P.  Lord  is  engaged  in  business  as  a  dealer  in  wall  paper  at  No.  421  East 
Sixth  street,  Des  Moines.  His  birth  occurred  at  Broclhead,  Wisconsin,  on  the 
22d  of  July,  1866.  His  father,  Levi  W.  Lord,  was  born  in  Canada  on  the  8th 
of  July,  1836,  and  in  1842  became  a  resident  of  the  state  of  New  York.  About 
the  year  1858  he  took  up  his  abode  in  Wisconsin,  there  devoting  his  attention 
to  general  agricultural  pursuits.  In  November,  1866,  he  came  to  Iowa  and 
opened  up  a  farm  near  Iowa  Falls,  where  he  has  resided  continuously  since. 
On  the  27th  of  November,  1862,  at  Brodhead,  Wisconsin,  he  wedded  Miss 
Adeline  Hill,  a  native  of  Warren,  Ohio,  who  was  born  on  the  4th  of  October, 
1838,  of  German  parentage.  Unto  them  were  born  six  children,  four  sons  and 
two  daughters,  of  whom  four  are  still  living,  namely:  W.  P.,  of  this  review; 
Harry  L.,  a  farmer  residing  near  Iowa  Falls,  Iowa;  Mabel,  the  wife  of  J.  W. 
Woodard,  who  is  with  the  firm  of  T.  H.  Denny  &  Company  of  Des  Moines ; 
and  Laura,  now  Mrs.  Harry  Cunningham,  of  Jamestown,  Pennsylvania. 

W.  P.  Lord  obtained  his  education  in  the  grammar  and  high  schools  of 
Iowa  Falls,  this  state,  and  afterward  followed  farming  near  that  place  for  three 
years.  On  the  expiration  of  that  period  he  removed  to  Kossuth  county,  Iowa, 
there  maintaining  his  residence  for  eight  years.  At  the  end  of  that  time,  in 
the  spring  of  1900,  he  abandoned  agricultural  pursuits  and  took  up  his  abode 
in  Des  Moines,  where  he  accepted  a  position  in  the  factory  of  the  Stoner  Wall 
Paper  Company,  remaining  in  the  employ  of  that  concern  for  two  years.  In 
1902  he  embarked  in  business  on  his  own  account  as  a  dealer  in  wall  paper  at 
No.  605  East  Locust  street,  conducting  an  establishment  there  for  about  four 
years  under  the  name  of  the  Lord  &  Collins  Wall  Paper  Company.  Subse¬ 
quently  he  conducted  business  at  No.  519  East  Locust  street  as  a  partner  of 
the  Lord- Woodard  Wall  Paper  Company  for  three  years.  His  next  removal 
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was  to  his  present  location  at  No.  421  East  Sixth  street.  He  has  now  been 
engaged  in  business  at  East  Des  Moines  for  about  a  decade  and  has  built  up  a 
gratifying  and  substantial  trade. 

On  the  8th  of  September,  1887,  at  Iowa  Falls,  Mr.  Lord  was  united  in  mar¬ 
riage  to  Miss  Fannie  M.  Follett  of  that  place.  They  have  two  children:  Lucy 
Jane,  who  is  the  wife  of  John  T.  Martindale  and  makes  her  home  at  Highland 
Park,  Des  Moines ;  and  William  Earl,  a  young  man  of  twenty,  who  is  still  at 
home.  Mrs.  Martindale  has  one  child,  Dorothy,  who  was  born  on  the  22d  of 
August,  1910.  Mr.  Lord’s  fraternal  relations  are  with  the  Independent  Order 
of  Odd  Fellows,  the  Red  Men,  the  Brotherhood  of  American  Yeomen  and  the 
Court  of  Honor.  His  religious  faith  is  indicated  by  his  membership  in  the 
Pilgrim  Congregational  church,  to  which  his  wife  also  belongs,  taking  an  active 
part  in  its  business  and  social  affairs. 


R.  PHILL  PARRIOTT,  M.  D. 

Dr.  R.  Phill  Parriott  is  numbered  among  the  younger  representatives  of  the 
medical  profession  in  Des  Moines,  yet  his  years  do  not  seem  a  bar  to  his  prog¬ 
ress.  He  is  accorded  a  practice  and  professional  honors  which  many  an  older 
member  of  the  profession  might  well  envy.  Study  abroad  has  supplemented  his 
preliminary  professional  training  here  and,  with  marked  understanding  of  the 
scientific  principles  which  underlie  his  work,  he  stands  today  with  those  who 
have  already  won  success  and  to  whom  the  future  is  bright  with  promise.  He 
was  born  near  Grimes  in  Polk  county,  Iowa,  May  3,  1873,  His  father,  Adam 
H.  Parriott,  was  a  native  of  Indiana,  and  on  coming  to  this  state  settled  in  Polk 
county  in  pioneer  times.  He  secured  a  tract  of  land  which  he  converted  into  a 
good  farm,  cultivating  it  successfully  until  1883,  when  he  retired  from  active 
business  cares  and  is  now  quietly  spending  the  evening  of  his  life  in  Des  Moines, 
having  reached  the  age  of  eighty-five  years.  He  was  married  in  Indiana  to  Miss 
Sarah  Hull,  a  native  of  Toronto,  Canada,  and  Dr.  Parriott  is  the  youngest  of 
their  family  of  five  sons  and  one  daughter,  of  whom  four  sons  are  now  living. 
Three  of  the  children  were  born  in  this  county.  From  early  days  down  to  the 
present  time  the  name  of  Parriott  has  figured  prominently  in  connection  with 
the  progress  and  development  of  this  part  of  the  state  and  in  association  with  its 
political  and  moral  advancement.  When  Polk  county  was  but  sparsely  settled 
the  father  was  called  to  the  office  of  justice  of  the  peace,  in  which  he  served  for 
many  years.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  church  and  has  ever  been  a 
most  highly  respected  man,  his  entire  life  conforming  to  his  exalted  standards 
of  manhood  and  citizenship. 

Dr.  Parriott  pursued  his  education  in  the  schools  of  Polk  county  and  of 
Des  Moines  and  then  took  up  the  study  of  medicine  in  Drake  University, 
where  he  completed  his  course  and  won  his  degree  on  the  6th  of  April,  1898. 
He  located  for  practice  in  Menlo,  Iowa,  but  sought  the  broader  opportunities 
offered  in  the  larger  city,  removing  to  Des  Moines  on  the  1st  of  July,  1899. 
Here  he  has  been  in  practice  continuously  since,  and  through  the  intervening 
period  of  twelve  years  he  has  firmly  established  himself  in  public  regard  and 
also  won  the  recognition  of  his  fellow  practitioners  through  his  ability  and  close 
conformity  to  professional  ethics.  He  has  taken  post-graduate  work  in  Chicago, 
and  in  1910  spent  some  time  in  Europe,  studying  in  Berlin  and  London.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  county,  state  and  national  medical  societies  and  served  on  the 
staff  of  the  Methodist  Hospital  for  a  number  of  years.  In  addition  he  enjoys 
a  large  private  practice,  which  has  constantly  grown  in  volume  and  importance 
as  he  has  given  proof  of  his  ability  and  promoted  his  efficiency  by  study  under 
some  of  the  eminent  physicians  and  surgeons  of  the  old  world  as  well  as  by 
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private  research  and  investigation.  He  is  a  constant  student  of  all  the  contri¬ 
butions  to  medical  literature  and  thus  is  conversant  with  the  latest  discoveries 
in  the  world  of  medical  research  and  the  most  modern  methods  of  practice. 

Dr.  Parriott  is  a  thirty-second  degree  Mason,  belonging  to  Pioneer  Lodge, 
A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  Des  Moines  Consistory  and  Za-Ga-Zig  Temple  of  the  Mystic 
Shrine.  He  is  also  connected  with  the  Benevolent  Protective  Order  of  Elks 
and  other  societies,  which  class  him  with  their  valued,  popular  and  representa¬ 
tive  members. 


HON.  L.  G.  KINNE. 

L.  G.  Kinne  is  the  only  Iowa  democrat  that  has  ever  been  honored  by  elec¬ 
tion  to  the  supreme  bench  of  the  state.  Throughout  the  course  of  his  life  he 
ever  stood  as  the  champion  of  the  interests  which  further  the  welfare  of  the 
community,  state  and  nation.  Brilliant  but  unpretentious,  he  was  a  man  in 
whose  professional  and  private  life  there  was  no  guile  and  who  came  to  stand 
at  the  bar  and  to  the  public  as  the  embodiment  of  legal  knowledge  accurately 
applied  and  of  fidelity  in  citizenship  which  found  its  expression  not  only  in 
active  support  of  progressive  public  measures  but  also  in  the  inspiration  which 
his  life  afforded  his  fellowmen  for  more  faultless  integrity,  nobler  purpose  and 
higher  living. 

A  native  of  the  Empire  state,  he  was  born  in  Syracuse,  New  York,  November 
5,  1846,  and  in  his  native  state  he  pursued  his  education  through  consecutive 
grades  in  the  public  and  high  schools.  In  1865  he  matriculated  in  the  Univer¬ 
sity  of  Michigan  at  Ann  Arbor,  where  he  pursued  his  literary  and  law  course, 
being  graduated  from  the  law  department  with  the  class  of  1868.  The  same 
year  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  and  located  for  practice  in  Mendota,  Illinois, 
where  his  ability  won  him  recognition  in  a  large  clientage.  He  remained  there 
until  September,  1879,  when  he  removed  to  Toledo,  Iowa,  where  at  different 
times  he  practiced  in  partnership  with  D.  D.  Applegate,  H.  J.  Styer  and  G.  R. 
Struble.  The  law  work  of  the  different  firms  was  important  and  brought  him 
prominently  before  the  public  in  his  connection  with  litigated  interests  that 
attracted  widespread  attention.  His  ability  as  a  lawyer  was  pronounced.  He 
prepared  his  cases  with  notable  care  and  precision,  seemed  never  to  lose  sight 
of  any  detail,  no  matter  how  slight,  and  at  the  same  time  gave  due  relative 
prominence  to  the  important  feature  of  the  case  upon  which  the  decision  al¬ 
ways  turns.  His  reasoning  was  sound,  his  decisions  logical  and  his  arguments 
were  a  clear,  forceful  presentation  of  the  facts  and  the  law  applicable  thereto. 

Mr.  Kinne  continued  in  active  practice  until  1876,  when  a  majority  of  seven 
votes  made  him  judge  of  the  district  court  of  the  seventeenth  judicial  district. 
The  election  was  certainly  a  most  complimentary  one,  for  the  district  is  strongly 
republican  in  politics  and  though  he  was  a  radical  democrat,  he  ran  far  ahead 
of  his  ticket,  his  support  exceeding  that  of  his  opponent  by  a  vote  of  seven. 
In  1876  he  was  elected  a  delegate  to  the  democratic  national  convention.  The 
following  year  he  resigned  his  judgeship  to  turn  his  attention  to  the  field  of 
journalism,  becoming  editor  of  the  Des  Moines  Daily  Leader.  He  ejected  new 
life  and  vigor  into  the  paper,  but  the  people  of  his  judicial  district  were  not 
content  that  he  should  retire  to  private  life,  and  in  November  reelected  him  to 
fill  the  vacancy  which  had  been  caused  by  his  own  resignation — a  circumstance 
unprecedented  in  the  history  of  the  courts  of  the  state.  Although  many  had 
opposite  political  opinions,  they  gave  to  him  generous  and  warm-hearted  support 
in  his  office  of  judge,  the  duties  of  which  he  administered  with  marked  success 
and  unquestionable  impartiality.  His  mind  was  particularly  of  a  judicial  cast 
and,  with  an  ability  to  take  an  impartial  view,  there  was  nothing  that  entered 
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as  a  variable  or  disturbing  element  in  his  decisions.  In  June,  1881,  Judge  Kinne 
became  his  party’s  nominee  for  the  office  of  governor  but  was  defeated  by 
Buren  R.  Sherman,  with  whom  he  again  contested  for  that  high  office  in  1883 
with  a  like  result.  In  1882  the  democrats  of  the  nineteenth  legislature  nomi¬ 
nated  him  for  United  States  senator.  Where  a  question  of  party  honor  was 

not  involved  the  people  always  gave  evidence  to  Judge  Kinne  of  their  loyalty 
and  their  appreciation  of  his  judicial  service.  In  1890  he  was  again  elected 
judge  of  the  district  court  by  unanimous  vote,  no  candidate  appearing  against 
him.  In  1891,  when  the  democrats  met  in  state  convention  at  Ottumwa,  he  was 
named  for  judge  of  the  supreme  court.  This  was  during  the  first  term  of  Gov¬ 
ernor  Boise.  The  return  indicated  a  democratic  victory.  Judge  Kinne’s  judicial 
district  giving  him  over  one  thousand  majority,  evidencing  an  immense,  growth 
in  his  popularity  over  the  majority  of  seven  given  him  in  1876.  He  seived 

until  January  1,  1897.  He  was  renominated  in  1897  but  the  republican  forces 

had  fallen  again  in  rank  and  file  and  he  was  defeated  by  S.  M.  Ladd.  He 
then  returned  to  general  practice  in  the  courts.  To  him  had  been  accorded  the 
honor,  however,  of  election  to  the  supreme  court — the  first  democrat  so  chosen 

since  the  organization  of  the  state.  , 

His  services  on  the  bench  by  no  means  comprise  the  extent  of  Judge  Kinne  s 
important  work  in  behalf  of  Iowa.  For  several  years  prior  to  1889  there  was 
more  or  less  complaint  by  the  people  because  of  the  enormous  expense,  loose¬ 
ness  and  extravagance  in  the  management  of  the  several  state  institutions,  con- 
trolled  as  they  were  by  boards  of  trustees,  visiting  committees,  regents  and 
agents  with  no  uniformity  of  system  or  real  responsibility  to  the  state  foi  their 
conditions.  During  Judge  Kinne’s  candidacy  for  governor  in  1881  he  advocated 
placing  the  state  institutions  under  the  control  of  a  single  board  of  commission. 
Some  of  the  governors  later  urged  upon  the  legislature  the  necessity  for  some 
action.  Governor  Boise  supported  such  a  course  during  his  two.  terms  and  Judge 
Kinne,  who  was  elected  to  the  supreme  bench  on  the  ticket  with  him,  gave  the 
o-overnor  very  active  support.  Meanwhile  public  sentiment  was  crystalizing  for 
reform  and  in  response  thereto  the  twenty-sixth  general  assembly,  elected  a 
joint  committee  of  one  senator  and  two  members  of  the  house  to  visit  the  state 
institutions,  investigate  the  reports  of  trustees  and  officers,  their  books  and 
records,  and  report  to  the  next  general  assembly.  The  report  was.  forthcoming 
on  the  convening  of  the  twenty-seventh  general  assembly,  its  findings  showing 
that  there  was  evidence  of  abuses.  In  this  connection  the.  Register  and  Leader 
of  Des  Moines  wrote  some  years  aferward :  “Every  habitue  of.  the  old  state- 
house  in  the  ’70s  was  familiar  with  the  lobbies  from  the  institutions.  At  every 
session  of  the  legislature  the  trustees  and  regents  came  to  Des  Moines,  stopped 
at  the  best  hotels,  week  after  week,  the  state  paying  the  bills,  and  swarmed 
around  the  state-house  to  lobby  the  senators  and  representatives  from  districts 
in  which  their  institutions  were  located,  to  secure  the  largest  appropriation  pos¬ 
sible  and  most  favorable  legislation.  The  outcome  of  it  was  that  early  m  ses¬ 
sion  the  senators  and  representatives  got  together,  and  taking  the  largest  amount 
of  funds  available  for  the  coming  two  years’  period,  parceled  it  out,  a  fixed 
sum  to  each  institution,  which  was  to  be  unchanged  and  all  appropriations  for 
other  purposes  made  subject  to  their  allotment.  When  that  was  secured  it  was 
to  be  a  free  fight  for  what  was  Left  of  the  state  revenue.  The  compact  was 
known  as  the  ‘appropriation  ring,’  and  it  practically  controlled  all  legislation 
upon  important  measures.  I  recall  a  bill  which  Bell  and  Hackney,  architects 
of  the  new  capitol,  successors  to  Piquinard,  the  original  architect,  deceased,  had 
prepared  for  the  seventeenth  general  assembly,  asking  authority  to  change  the 
plans  of  the  building  so  as  to  add  four  small  domes,  and  an  appropriation  of 
seventy-five  thousand  dollars  for  their  construction.  In  the  house  the  bill  was 
in  charge  of  Tom  Updegraff,  of  Clayton  county,  who  very  soon  found  himself 
solidly  opposed  by  the  ‘ring.’  He  stood  up  against  it  several,  days  but  finally 
got  wrathy  and  let  loose  with  such  force  a  battery  of  invective,  sarcasm  and 
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proof  of  the  lobby  compact  as  to  break  it  up,  stampede  the  lobby  for  the  re¬ 
mainder  of  that  session  and  got  what  he  asked  for.  The  report  of  the  joint 
committee  was  at  once  taken  up  and  an  act  passed  providing  for  a  board  of 
control,  consisting  of  three  persons  to  be  appointed  by  the  governor,  not  more 
than  two  to  be  of  the  same  political  party,  or  resident  in  the  same  congressional 
district;  to  be  ineligible  to  any  other  executive  office,  and  prohibited  from  using 
his  political '  influence  on  any  employe  of  the  state.  The  salary  was  fixed  at 
three  thousand  dollars  per  year,  the  official  bond  at  twenty-five  thousand  dollars. 
The  term  of  office  two,  four  and  six  years.  Judge  Kinne  was  appointed  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  board  and  drew  the  six  year  term.  In  1904  he  was  reappointed  and 
served  until  his  death,  March  10,  1906.  On  his  appointment  to  the  board  he 
became  a  resident  of  Des  Moines,  and  one  of  its  foremost  citizens. 

“Immense  power  was  given  to  the  board.  It  had  control  of  the  expenditure 
of  all  funds  and  the  absolute  appointment  and  dismissal  of  the  heads  of  the 
fourteen  institutions.  It  was  an  experiment,  another  Iowa  idea,  no  other  state 
having  attempted  such  a  concentration  of  power  in  the  hands  of  a  board  in  the 
management  of  such  vast  interests,  scattered  over  the  state  and  having  very 
intimate  relations  with  the  daily  life  of  dififerent  localities.  All  state  institu¬ 
tions  except  the  educational  were  placed  under-  control  and  management  of  the 
board,  and  of  the  latter,  it  is  required  to  investigate  all  their  reports  and  doings 
and  report  its  findings  to  the  legislature.  It  also  has  supervision  over  all 
private  or  county  institutions  where  insane  persons  are  kept.  A  quarterly  bulletin 
of  the  board  is  issued,  in  which  is  printed  the  reports  of  and  proceedings  and 
discussions  of  superintendents  of  institutions,  with  a  review  of  the  same  and 
suggestions  to  the  legislature.  During  his  whole  term  Judge  Kinne  was  the 
editor  and  compiler  of  the  bulletin,  to  which  he  gave  the  best  effort  of  his  well 
trained  mind.  He  also  developed  remarkable  executive  ability,  business  capacity 
and  good  judgment  respecting  the  multifarious  and  widely  diversified  interests 
of  the  institutions,  in  one  whose  whole  life  work  had  been  the  very  antithesis 
of  his  new  vocation.  The  board  has  saved  to  the  state  an  immense  sum  of 
money,  vastly  improved  the  management  and  condition  of  the  institutions,  elimi¬ 
nated  them  from  all  political  influences  and  established  an  economic  system 
which  several  other  states  have  adopted. 

‘‘Aside  from  the  numerous  public  offices  held  by  Judge  Kinne  he  found  time 
to  devote  earnest  thought  and  labor  to  many  subjects,  for  he  seemed  never  to 
be  contented  except  when  pressed  with  work.  He  was  for  many  years  a  lecturer 
in  the  state  university  at  Iowa  City  and  Iowa  College  of  Law  in  Des  Moines 
on  legal  subjects.  He  was  the  author  of  the  law  text-book  on  ‘Pleadings  and 
Practice,’  recognized  by  the  bar  and  courts  as  standard  authority.  As  one  of 
the  national  commission,  he  rendered  valuable  service  in  the  effort  to  secure 
greater  uniformity  of  legislation  and  laws  among  the  several  states.  He  was 
also  the  author  of  many  addresses  and  papers  on  legal  subjects,  charities  and 
corrections.  His  last  work  was  his  exhaustive  investigation  of  tuberculosis  and 
voluminous  report  to  the  legislature  in  1905.” 

Judge  Kinne  was  married  in  September,  1869,  at  Peru,  La  Salle  county, 
Illinois,  to  Miss  Mary  E.  Abrams,  and  they  had  two  daughters :  Lillian  L.,  at 
home;  and  Esther  M.,  who  is  the  wife  of  J.  F.  Trear,  of  Vinton,  Iowa,  and  has 
one  son,  James  Kinne  Trear.  Judge  Kinne  was  a  member  of  the  Baptist  church 
and  while  living  in  Syracuse  attended  Dr.  Talmage’s  church  and  also  sang  in 
the  choir,  possessing  a  fine  tenor  voice.  His  ability  as  a  musician  enabled  him 
to  add  much  to  the  pleasure  of  various  social  occasions.  His  position  as  a  sup¬ 
porter  of  the  democratic  party  was  never  an  equivocal  one.  He  ever  stood 
loyally  by  the  principles  in  which  he  believed  and  in  1876  he  was  a  delegate 
to  the  democratic  national  convention  and  in  1884  was  made  a  delegate  at 
large.  He  also  served  for  several  years  as  secretary  and  later  as  chairman  of 
the  democratic  state  central  committee.  He  did  not  regard  local  office  as  too 
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unimportant  to  claim  his  attention  and  three  times  was  elected  and  served  as 
mayor  of  Toledo,  while  for  some  time  he  was  city  solicitor  and  also  a  member 
of  'the  school  board.  Every  movement  that  indicated  public  progress  received 
his  indorsement  and  in  as  far  as  possible  his  cooperation.  One  of  the  Des 
Moines  papers  said  of  him :  “As  a  citizen  he  represented  the  best  type  of 
manhood  and  his  influence  was  always  for  the  uplift  of  the  commonwealth.  As 
a  judge  of  the  supreme  court  he  brought, to  the  bench  the  force  and  influence  of 
a  stron°'  mind,  thorough  legal  and  literary  education.  He  was  ardently  devoted 
to  duty  and  untiring  in  its  performance;  was  by  temperament  aggiessive  and 
progressive.  His  opinions  were  strong,  keen-sighted,  long-headed  and  noted 
for  clearness  of  diction.  One  of  his  opinions,  unpi  ecedented  in  Iowa,  in  its 
doctrine  in  which  the  city  of  Des  Moines  was  a  party  interested,  became  the 
established  law.  The  point  was,  whether  a  city  already  indebted  to  the  extent 
of  the  constitutional  limit,  could  further  bind  itself  by  the  issue  of  warrants. 
In  the  case  at  bar,  he  held  the  warrants  valid.  It  was  generally  conceded  that 
he  became  one  of  the  ablest  and  best  judges  of  that  court  since  its  creation.” 

fudge  Kinne  held  membership  with  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows 
and  the  Knights  of  Pythias.  His  manner  was  courteous  and  affable,  yet  he 
never  sacrificed  dignity  in  manner  or  speech.  His  standing  in  the  profession 
is  indicated  by  the  fact  that  he  was  elected  the  second  president  of  the  State  Bar 
Association.  At  all  times  he  was  popular.  This  was  not  because  he  corn  ted 
popularity  but  because  his  pronounced  traits  of  character  won  him  the  friendly 
regard,  the  good-will,  the  confidence  and  the  honor  of  his  fellowmen.  Fearless 
in  conduct  and  stainless  in  reputation,  his  life  history  constitutes  a  most  credit¬ 
able  chapter  in  the  annals  of  Iowa. 


AMOS  BINNEY  GEORGE. 

One  of  the  important  wholesale  houses  of  Des  Moines  is  the  Des  Moines 
Rubber  Company,  at  No.  307  Court  avenue,  which  owes  its  origin  to  Amos 
Binney  George,  for  sixteen  years  past  an  active  and  progressive  business  man 
of  this  city.  He  is  a  native  of  Newburyport.  Massachusetts,  born  November 
q,  1841.  -He  received  his  education  in  the  public  schools  of  _  Newburyport  and 
grew  to  manhood  in  his  native  town.  At  the  time  of  the  Civil  war  he  served 
in  Company  A,  Forty-eighth  Massachusetts  Volunteers,  and  after  the  close  of 
the  Rebellion  returned  to  Massachusetts  and  entered  upon  his  business  career 
at  the  bottom  rung  of  the  ladder  in  the  counting-room  of  the  Salisbuiy  Mills, 
at  Amesbury.  He  continued  his  connection  with  this  concern  for  four  years, 
being  advanced  to  the  position  of  assistant  paymaster  of  the  mills.  After  leav- 
ing  Amesbury  he  came  west  to  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  where  he  secured  employ¬ 
ment  in  a  retail  shoe  store,  a  position  which  he  filled  for  five,  years.  .  From  there 
he  returned  east,  to  Boston,  Massachusetts,  and  became  associated  with  J.  Durgin 
&  Son,  wholesale  shoe  manufacturers,  as  traveling  salesman.  The  company 
soon  became  convinced  of  the  ability  of  Mr.  George  and  on  March  11,  1869, 
they  associated  with  him  to  open  a  shoe  store  at  Cedar  Rapids,  . Iowa,  undei 
the  title  of  A.  B.  George  &  Company,  copartners  with  J.  Durgin  &  Son  of 
Boston.  Mr.  George  was  the  head  of  this  establishment  until  1895,  a  period 
of  nearly  twenty-seven  years,  his  connection  with  the  company  at  Boston  being 
terminated  by  the  death  of  J.  Henry  Durgin.  In  November,  1895?  he  came  to 
Des  Moines  and  established  the  wholesale  house  of  A.  B.  George  &  Company, 
dealers  in  rubber  boots,  shoes  and  kindred  goods.  In  1902,  the  business  having 
o-rown  to  handsome  proportions,  the  firm  was  incorporated  under  the  title  of 
the  Des  Moines  Rubber  Company,  with  Mr.  George  as  president,  treasurer  and 
manager.  He  is  the  oldest  shoe  merchant  in  Des  Moines,  having  been  actively 
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engaged  in  this  business  in  Iowa  for  forty-two  years.  Being  a  man  of  intelli¬ 
gence  and  of  a  broad  and  well  balanced  mind,  he  has  made  a  success  of  bis 
vocation,  at  the  same  time  attracting  many  friends  by  his  sterling  qualities  of 
character. 

On  the  31st  of  August,  1869,  Mr.  George  was  married  at  Amesbury,  Massa¬ 
chusetts,  to  Miss  Ellen  M.  Dearborn,  a  native  of  Maine.  Mrs.  George  died  at 
Chelsea,  Massachusetts,  in  1886,  at  the  age  of  forty- five  years,  leaving  three 
children,  namely:  Harry  M.,  who  died  in  Chicago  at  the  age  of  twenty-five 
years;  Abigail  M.,  who  is  the  wife  of  De  Nise  Burkhalter,  of  Bradford,  Penn¬ 
sylvania;  and  Arthur  D.,  who  is  associated  with  his  father  in  business.  The 
children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  George  were  all  born  in  Cedar  Rapids. 

Mr.  George  was  a  true  soldier  when  the  life  of  the  republic  was  assailed 
and  he  has  demonstrated  in  times  of  peace  qualities  of  fortitude,  patience  and 
perseverance  which  are  necessary  in  the  accomplishment  of  all  important  under¬ 
takings.  Always  reliable  and  progressive,  he  has  built  up  a  flourishing  business 
and  is  fully  entitled  to  the  enviable  reputation  he  has  gained  as  one  of  the 
substantial  men  of  Des  Moines. 


MATTHEW  SEXAUER. 


Over  sixty  years  ago  Matthew  Sexauer,  now  a  leading  citizen  of  Polk  county, 
first  set  foot  on  the  soil  of  this  county.  He  was  then  a  lad  of  six  years  but  the 
long  journey  from  the  east  and  the  strange  scenes  that  met  his  eyes  after  arriv¬ 
ing  in  Iowa  made  an  impression  upon  his  mind  that  time  has  scarcely  dimmed. 
During  the  years  that  have  since  elapsed  he  has  assisted  very  materially  in  the 
agricultural  development  of  the  county,  and  today  his  name  is  honored  wherever 
he  is  known.  He  was  born  in  Fairview  township,  Erie  county,  Pennsylvania, 
September  24,  1845,  son  of  Jacob  and  Magdalena  (Dietz)  Sexauer.  The  parents 
were  both  natives  of  Baden,  Germany.  They  started  for  America  in  the  fall 
of  1844  and  were  married  on  shipboard  during  the  voyage.  They  took  up  their 
residence  in  Erie  county,  Pennsylvania,  and  there  the  mother  passed  away 
when  the  subject  of  this  review  was  two  and  one-half  years  old.  Two  years 
later  the  father  was  again  married,  the  lady  of  his  choice  being  Miss  Mary 
Provile,  who  was  born  in  Wurtemberg,  Germany.  The  family  came  to  Iowa 
in  1850  and  settled  in  Polk  county.  Mr.  Sexauer  departed  this  life  in  1875  at 
the  age  of  forty-nine  years.  Mrs.  Sexauer  died  about  1894.  The  father  had 
two  children  by  his  first  marriage,  Matthew  being  the  eldest.  The  second  child 
died  in  infancy. 

Matthew  Sexauer  received  his  early  education  in  the  district  schools  and 
remained  under  the  parental  roof  until  twenty-four  years  of  age.  He  then 
began  farming  for  himself  on  land  belonging  to  his  father,  and  so  continued 
until  the  death  of  the  latter  about  two  years  later,  when  he  inherited  two  hun¬ 
dred  and  eighty  acres.  He  has  conducted  his  business  with  such  success  that 
he  now  owns  six  hundred  and  sixty-five  acres  in  Polk  county,  eighty  acres  near 
Winterset,  Dallas  county,  and  a  half  section  of  land  in  Idaho.  In  1902  he 
erected  a  beautiful  modern  brick  residence  which  contains  ten  rooms  and  is 
heated  by  furnace,  being  provided  with  all  the  conveniences  of  a  strictly  up-to- 
date  home.  He  has  made  many  other  improvements  upon  his  farm  which  is 
today  one  of  the  most  attractive  and  valuable  properties  in  the  county. 

He  devotes  his  attention  to  general  farming,  paying  special  attention  to  the 
raising  of  horses  and  feeding  of  cattle  and  hogs  for  the  market.  Being  a  man 
of  more  than  ordinary  intelligence,  gifted  with  a  well  balanced  mind  and  wise  in 
counsel,  he  is  held  in  high  respect  by  his  fellows. 
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In  1870  Mr.  Sexauer  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Minnie  Fregenbaum, 
born  in  Quincy,  Illinois,  July  5,  1851,  daughter  of  Rev.  F.  W.  and  Louise  (Otto) 
Fregenbaum.  The  parents  were  natives  of  Germany.  They  came  to  this  country 
early  in  their  lives  and  were  married  in  Illinois.  They  are  now  living  at  Wathena, 
Kansas,  the  father  being  eighty-two  and  the  mother  seventy-nine  years  of  age. 
There  were  ten  children  in  their  family.  Five  children  came  to  brighten  the 
home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sexauer,  namely:  Rosana  M.,  of  Utah,  who  married 
George  McDougall  and  became  the  mother  of  five  children,  four  of  whom  are 
now  living:  Fredrick  J.,  of  Canada,  who  married  Miss  Pearl  McClung  and 
has  one  child;  Emily  L.,  now  living  at  home,  who  married  Clarence  Picken- 
brock,  and  became  the  mother  of  three  children,  one  of  whom  is  now  living; 
Hallett  M.,  of  Polk  county,  who  married  Miss  Cora  Cornwall;  and  Roscoe,  at 
home. 

Mr.  Sexauer  gives  his  support  generally  to  the  republican  party  but  lets  his 
judgment  not  be  restricted  by  partisan  lines  in  local  issues,  where  he  votes  for 
the  man  of  highest  character  best  qualified  to  fill  the  office  without  regard  to 
political  affiliation.  He  served  very  acceptably  as  school  director  for  many  years 
although  he  has  never  had  aspirations  for  public  office.  He  and  his  family  are 
stanch  members  of  the  Methodist  church  of  Ankeny  and  he  is  one  of  the  trustees 
of  that  organization.  He  is  a  gentleman  of  fine  social  characteristics  and  a 
rare  conversationalist,  his  stories  of  pioneer  life  being  intensely  interesting.  He 
remembers  that,  coming  overland  with  team  and  wagon  from  the .  Mississippi 
river,  he  suffered  greatly  from  hunger  on  the  last  stage  of  the  trip  into  Des 
Moines,  then  a  straggling  village  with  no  accommodations  for  travelers  and  at 
that  time  with  no  provisions  to  sell.  The  father,  not  knowing  of  the  conditions 
at  Des  Moines  declined  the  hamper  of  food  offered  at  the  last  stopping  place 
before  reaching  Des  Moines.  Being  unable  to  purchase  a  single  mouthful  of 
food  the  entire  party  was  obliged  to  go  without  sustenance  until  they  reached 
their  destination  near  Polk  City,  about  nine  o’clock  at  night.  Mr.  Sexauer 
remembers  that  he  shed  tears  and  also  he  has  a  clear  recollection  of  the  deep 
sympathy  aroused  in  the  heart  of  his  father.  After  the  family  was  fairly  settled 
in  its  home  in  the  new  country  the  father  and  a  government  surveyor  were  one 
day  engaged  in  surveying  near  the  family  home.  They  discovered  by  an  ominous 
noise  that  a  rattlesnake  was  hidden  in  close  proximity  and  they  called  a_  dog 
which  had  been  brought  from  Pennsylvania.  The  faithful  animal  quickly 
found  the  snake  and  shook  it  into  pieces,  however,  as  the  dog  was  nosing  around 
in  the  grass,  the  head  of  the  snake,  which  was  still  attached  to  about  one  foot 
of  the  body,  viciously  jumped  at  the  dog  and  bit  him  in  the  head.  He  ran  to 
the  house  where  Mrs.  Sexauer  in  attempting  to  relieve  his  pain  received  some 
of  the  poison  into  her  own  system  and  her  head  swelled  to  double  its  usual  size. 
The  nearest  physician  was  many  miles  away,  but  Mrs.  Sexauer  saved  her  life 
by  drinking  two  pints  of  rye  whiskey  and  the  life  of  the  faithful  dog  wa$  saved 
by  washing  out  his  wound  with  common  lye  soap.  Mr.  Sexauer  also  remembers 
that  in  1858  the  wheat  and  corn  in  this  section  was  almost  totally  destroyed  by 
the  early  frost  and  rust  and  farmers  had  gloomy  forebodings  as  to  the  future. 
Wheat  was  then  thirty-five  cents  a  bushel  and  corn  ten  cents  for  that  measure. 
There  were  forty  fat  hogs  upon  the  farm  and  the  father  of  our  subject  in  the 
fall  of  1858  killed  two  of  them  and  drove  to  Des  Moines  with  the  carcasses, 
expecting  to  receive  a  reasonable  price.  However,  he  was  offered  only  two 
and  one-half  cents  per  pound,  which  aroused  his  indignation  to  such  an  extent 
that  he  brought  the  meat  home  and  proceeded  with  the  assistance  of  two  men 
to  build  a  smoke  house.  He  then  killed  all  of  his  hogs  and  smoked  the  meat, 
holding  it  for  a  higher  price.  In  the  early  part  of  the  season  he  had  planted 
corn  which  gave  a  fair  yield  and  he  also  carefully  stored  away  this  corn  for 
future  demands.  The  next  year  witnessed  the  massacre  at  Fort  Dodge  and 
prices  suddenly  went  up  so,  that  he  readily  sold  his  pork  for  eighteen  and  twenty 
cents  per  pound,  his  seed  corn  for  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents  per  bushel  and  five 
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hundred  bushels  of  wheat  which  he  had  carried  over  from  1857  for  the  hand¬ 
some  price  of  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents  per  bushel.  This  year  marked  the  turn¬ 
ing  of  the  tide  and  henceforth  the  prosperity  of  the  family  was  assured. 


BERT  O'KEEN. 

Although  he  has  been  identified  only  a  short  time  with  the  mercantile  busi¬ 
ness  at  Ankeny,  Bert  O'Keen  has  demonstrated  his  ability  as  a  hardware  man 
and  is  meeting  with  a  gratifying  measure  of  prosperity.  He  is  a  native  of 
Johnson  county,  Iowa,  born  June  11,  1868,  a  son  of  Oliver  J.  and  Drusilla 
(McCord)  O’Keen.  The  parents  were  both  born  in  the  Keystone  state  and 
came  to  Johnson  county,  Iowa,  many  years  ago,  removing  to  Polk  county  about 
1873.  The  father  devoted  his  attention  to  farming.  He  died  in  1909,  at  the 
age  of  eighty-two  years,  the  mother  having  been  called  away  in  1901,  in  the 
sixty-fifth  year  of  her  age. 

Bert  O'Keen  was  the  third  in  order  of  birth  in  a  family  of  four  children. 
He  received  his  preliminary  education  in  the  public  schools  and  at  the  age  of 
fifteen  began  his  contest  with  the  world.  He  worked  for  wages  on  a  farm 
for  about  twelve  years,  then  engaged  in  railroading  and  subsequently  in  the 
restaurant  and  livery  business  at  different  times,  acquiring  practical  experience 
which  he  has  put  to  "good  use,  so  that  today  he  is  one  of  the  substantial  business 
men  of  this  section.  In  March,  1910,  he  opened  a  hardware  store  at  Ankeny 
and  as  he  is  well  acquainted  with  the  wants  of  his  patrons  and  keeps  his  shelves 
well  filled  with  the  best  articles  of  hardware  that  the  market  affords,  his  income 
shows  from  month  to  month  a  handsome  increase. 

In  April,  1899,  Mr.  O'Keen  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Hattie  Hall, 
who  was  born  November  12,  1876,  a  daughter  of  W.  A.  and  Mary  Ann  (Shep¬ 
herd)  Hall.  The  parents  were  born  in  Pennsylvania  and  settled  in  Polk  county, 
Iowa,  being  now  residents  of  Ankeny.  There  were  four  children  in  their 
family.  The  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  O'Keen  has  been  brightened  by  the  arrival 
of  one  child,  Vera  Florence,  who  was  born  May  4,  1907. 

Fraternally  Mr.  O'Keen  is  identified  with  the  Odd  Fellows  and  politically 
gives  his  support  to  the  republican  party.  He  and  his  wife  are  stanch  members 
of  the  Methodist  church  of  Ankeny.  In  every  enterprise  for  the  good  of. the 
community  he  cheerfully  lends  his  aid  and  being  now  in  the  prime  of  life,  it  is 
reasonable  to  prophesy  that  he  has  before  him  many  years  of  happiness  and 
increasing  usefulness. 


KELLER  J.  BELL. 

Keller  J.  Bell,  a  well  known  citizen  of  Des  Moines,  was  born  on  a  farm 
in  Washington  county,  Maryland,  April  6,  1880,  a  son  of  Joseph  W.  and  Cath- 
arina  (Oaks)  Bell.  He  was  graduated  from  the  township  high  school  and  took 
a  preparatory  and  collegiate  course  at  Pennsylvania  College,  Gettysburg,  Penn¬ 
sylvania.  On  leaving  that  institution  he  went  upon  the  road  selling  cream  sep¬ 
arators  for  the  Empire  Cream  Separator  Company  of  Bloomfield,  New  Jersey, 
and  during  the  years  1902  and  1903  had  charge  of  the  sales  end  of  their  busi¬ 
ness  out  of  their  Chicago  office.  In  January,  1904,  he  secured  from  this  com¬ 
pany  the  exclusive  territory  to  job  their  machines  in  central  Iowa  and  at  once 
removed  to  Des  Moines  to  take  charge  of  the  work.  He  carried  on  the  business 
under  the  name  of  the  Capital  Creamery  Company,  which  he  organized  at  that 
time,  and  in  connection  with  the  jobbing  of  cream  separators  started  a  small 
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creamery  on  Sixth  avenue,  just  south  of  the  Union  station,  in  a  building  twenty 
by  fifty  feet.  Both  the  separator  and  creamery  business  grew  enormously  and 
in  the  winter  of  1905-1906  he  erected  a  building  on  West  Ninth  and  Elm  streets, 
forty-four  feet  wide  and  three  stories  high,  into  which  he  moved  in  May  of 
the  latter  year.  In  the  new  location  the  business  gradually  increased  until  it 
became  one  of  the  largest  independent  plants  in  the  west.  In  the  spring  of  1908 
the  company  began  the  manufacturer  and  sale  of  silos  and  in  May,  1911,  Mr. 
Bell  severed  his  connection  with  the  creamery  business  and  purchased  the  silo 
department,  which  he  is  now  conducting  at  the  corner  of  West  Eleventh  and 
Elm  streets. 

On  the  17th  of  June,  1903,  Mr.  Bell  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Augusta 
Garlough,  a  native  of  Clark  county,  Ohio,  and  a  daughter  of  Oliver  Garlough. 
Mr.  Garlough  was  for  many  years  a  well  known  farmer,  having  arrived  in  Clark 
county  previous  to  the  Civil  war,  at  a  time  when  the  region  was  sparsely  settled. 
Captain  Garlough,  the  great-grandfather  of  Airs.  Bell,  served  under  Washington 
in  the  Revolutionary  war.  Two  children  have  come  to  gladden  the  home  of  Mr. 
and  Airs.  Bell:  Lawrence,  born  June  17,  1905;  and  Charlotte,  born  July  31, 
1907.  Politically  Mr.  Bell  gives  his  support  to  the  republican  party.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Presbyterian  church  and  is  connected  with  the  Grant  Club  of  this 
city. 
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